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If you have the need for speed, Southwest 
Cyberport has you covered. But at SWCP, we 
go way beyond bandwidth. Our tech experts 
provide personalized service and support from  
our Albuquerque headquarters to thousands 
of New Mexicans. Call SWCP today for all your 
internet needs.

New Mexico’s Expert Internet Service Provider since 1994

505-243-SWCP (7927)          SWCP.com

Local Service, Support,  
Speed & Security.
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Sandra Leyba

This is My Century.

With local decision making, we can make 
things possible. From a line of credit for 
working capital to equipment loans. Your 
business, your bank, your Century.

MyCenturyBank.com
505.798.5935

Santa Fe
Albuquerque
Rio Rancho
Española
Las Cruces
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ODDS
ENDS

WEIRD NEWS

A
N

D

fraudulently obtained but legitimate US visas
and false identification documents, including
birth certificates, at a cost of $6,000 each.
When the ersatz embassy was raided,
authorities recovered authentic and
counterfeit Indian, South African and
Schengen Area (European) visas and 150
passports from 10 different countries. “The
criminals running the operation were able to
pay off corrupt officials to look the other way,
as well as obtain legitimate blank documents
to be doctored,” the government statement
said. According to Al Jazeera, the fake
embassy was open three mornings a week and
did not accept walk-in appointments. 

Dateline: Pennsylvania
Jamal Goodwin, 25, is accused of robbing a
bank outside Philadelphia and leaving behind
a staggeringly large chain of clues for police to
follow. According to the district attorney,
Goodwin checked himself out of a Chester
County drug-and-alcohol rehab center on
Monday, Dec. 12, took a cab to the Malvern
Federal Savings Bank—located some 25 miles
west of Philadelphia—handed the teller a note
and disappeared with more than $5,000 worth
of stolen cash. Unfortunately, Goodwin wrote
his note demanding “all the money” and
saying he had a firearm on the back of his
rehab discharge papers. Goodwin then left the
bank with $5,110 and got back into the cab to
escape. The teller he robbed was able to tell
police he left in a Main Line Taxi Co. cab.
After exiting the cab at his home in
Philadelphia, Goodwin apparently left behind
a gym bag with $2,700 in it. The bag had a tag
with Goodwin’s name written on it. In
addition, the robber forgot his wallet, which
contained his driver’s license and an
identification card. Also in the car were two
sweatshirts, which a bank teller identified as
the ones the robber was wearing. On top of all
that, Goodwin left his discharge papers from
the Malvern Institute with all his information
and roughly a quarter page torn away. That
missing quarter page later turned out to match
exactly the piece of paper given to the teller at
the Malvern Federal Savings Bank. Police
were able to talk to the driver of the Main
Line Taxi Co. cab, who told them exactly
where he took Goodwin. Goodwin was
arrested on Tuesday. At the time of his arrest,
he was found to be in possession of heroin,
cocaine and about $1,000 of the bank’s money.
He has been charged with robbery, theft and
related charges. a

Compiled by Devin D. O’Leary. Email your weird
news to devin@alibi.com.

Dateline: Poland
London’s Daily Mail reports on the case of a
25-year-old Polish man who “died” after
consuming too much vodka, woke up in the
morgue hours later and went back to the bar
for round two. The man, identified by Polish
media only as “Kamil,” was allegedly indulging
in his favorite spirit in the southwestern town
of Kamienna Góra. After overindulging at a
local pub, the man went outside and collapsed
from cardiac arrest. Several people called for
help and tried to revive him. Kamil was
reportedly taken to a hospital, where he was
declared dead. His body was moved to the
morgue and placed in a refrigerated drawer.
Later that day a guard at the hospital heard
strange noises coming from the refrigerated
room. “I was sure it was a burglary. Young
people sometimes break into the morgue,” the
guard told Polish media. “But the sounds came
from the refrigerators. With shaking hands, I
opened the doors, and there I found a naked
corpse who asked me for a blanket.” Police
were called and doctors once again examined
the man, who now seemed much less dead.
After the medical checkup, Kamil asked to be
released. On the way home he allegedly
stopped off at the pub to continue drinking
with his friends.

Dateline: Ghana
Ghanaian authorities say they have busted a
fake US embassy in the capital city of Accra—
after it spent a mere 10 years issuing passports.
Until it was shut down earlier this year, the
embassy was housed in a two-story pink
building with a corrugated iron roof.
According to Al Jazeera, a US flag flew outside
the building and a portrait of President Barack
Obama hung inside. However, “it was not
operated by the United States government,
but by figures from both Ghanaian and
Turkish organized crime rings and a Ghanaian
attorney practicing immigration and criminal
law,” the US State Department said in a
statement released earlier this month. Turkish
citizens, who spoke both English and Dutch,
posed as consular officers and staffed the
facility, which had allegedly been operating for
“about a decade.” The crime ring issued

El Museo Cultural de Santa Fe
555 Camino de la Familia, Santa Fe, NM 87501 
(In the Railyard across the tracks from the Farmer’s Market)

Info call:  Steve at 505-250-8969 or Lesley at 760-727-8511

Winter Market at El Museo
Saturday 8 - 3 pm
 Sunday 9 - 4 pm
Every weekend until May 28, 2017

Art, Antiques, Folk & Tribal Art, Books, Jewelry, Beads, 
Glass, Hides, Rugs and much much more!!

  
Special Holiday Hours:

Friday December 23, 8am - 4 pm.  
Saturday December 24, 7 am - 3 pm 
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giggle. wiggle. groove.
An eclectic mix of informative and entertaining programs await you on KUNM – your 
passport to the worlds of news, music, community and culture. Publicly supported. 

Publicly responsive. KUNM is an essential part of New Mexico’s day. 

KUNM 89.9FM | STREAMING LIVE 24/7 AT KUNM.ORG
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1201 S. Renaissance NE 
341-4122

Mon - Sat
9 AM to 7 PM
Sun 12-5 PM

FREE
LAYAWAY

SAME DAY
DELIVERY(1)

Montano

85Re
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ce

FINANCE UP TO 5 YEARS!
On approved credit. $1999 minimum  purchase. Conditions and restrictions apply. Details at store.

COUNTRY DAN’S — QUALITY, VALUE AND SERVICE SINCE 1974!

Comfort
& Style

For Home 
& Family!

Just For
The Kids!

$229

$299

$499

ALL-WOOD
BUNK BED!

SOFA AND
LOVESEAT!

FAMILY DINING
OR ENTERTAINING!

SLEEP 3 
IN REAL

COMFORT!

CAPTAIN’S BED WITH
BOOKCASE HEADBOARD

Sturdy 2 x 6 frame with
ladder and safety rails
for upper bunk. Ask
about mattress buys.

Twin-over-full bunk bed
frame with ladder and
upper safety railings.

Wood frame, lots of
under-bed storage.

Glass-top table and four
sturdy steel chairs with
padded seating. 

$349

$799

$199
Add The

Baker’s Rack!

Living Rooms!

$1349

$419
$499

85TH ANNIVERSARY
MATTRESS SPECIALS!

While
they last!

FIRM QUEEN 
SPECIAL PRICE …

SUPER PILLOW
TOP QUEEN …

Flat suede suite built with
Washington quality & style.

FIFTH AVENUE
LIVING ROOM!
Pebble fabric sofa and loveseat
with designer pillows. Famous
Albany quailty and details,



said. Connie Monahan, statewide Sexual
Assault Nurse Examiner coordinator said,
“Nothing is getting done. We need
accountability, this is unacceptable.”

APD Commander Jeff McDonald also gave
a brief update on what the department is doing
to address the problem. McDonald said they
are applying for several grants, have changed
training protocols and are working through the
bid process so APD can send some of the kits
to out-of-state labs. He said there should be
some progress within three months.

Back Log Band-Aid
Councilors consequently introduced a

measure that will outline how Albuquerque
will prioritize and resolve the backlog of
untested sexual assault evidence kits. The bill
says a multi-jurisdiction board will work
together to not only outline a plan but to track
progress.

The bill says all new sexual assault kits shall
be analyzed within three months of
submission. There is a provision to look at
creating a scholarship, student loan pay-off or
other incentive program to increase the
number of students at Central New Mexico
Community College completing crime lab
degree programs. Legislative funding initiatives
and the assertive pursuit of federal grants aim
to help eliminate the nationwide
embarrassment.

Councilor Diane Gibson said
accountability at the Albuquerque police
crime lab is key and so is the opportunity for
improvement. The bill will be taken up at the
Jan. 4 meeting.

Rescue Help
Albuquerque Fire Department Station 4

will soon get a new rescue unit. In 2013,
Station 4—located near Fourth Street and I-
40—had to give up its rescue truck to Fire
Station 17 to help with an equipment shortage
on the West Side.
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NEWS | COUNCIL WATCH NEWS CITY BY AUGUST MARCH

It’s a Gas, Gas, Gas
Methane rule smells surprisingly
sweet
Despite last year’s economic downturn that saw
falling prices, production and employment in the
region, natural gas is big business in northwest
New Mexico. It will play a powerful role in this
state’s future economic development. 
But the non-renewable fossil fuel, composed

mostly of methane, may continue to be a source
of atmospheric pollution for much of the area,
unless a court clears the way for enactment of a
new Bureau of Land Management protocol.
Called the Methane Waste and Prevention Rule,
the regulation aims at significantly lowering the
amount of methane that producers can discharge
into the atmosphere. As the BLM noted in the
regional Colorado press, the intentional venting,
leaking and flaring of surplus gas is a waste of
resources, as well as a potential contributor to
global climate change.
Producers are not currently following the rule;

the same article reports that gas industry analysts
say the Bureau is overstepping its authority and,
besides, such draconian regulation will increase
production costs, hinder future development, raise
the unemployment rate and maybe even cause
resurgence in the use of coal as a fuel source.
Such protests have led to a federal lawsuit—
initiated by gold-plated industry trade groups—
designed to invalidate the rule and stop the
project. 
In an effort to get the court to make a decision

on the matter—pre-Trump installment—
progressives, activists and environmentalists from
all over the nation, including New Mexico
Attorney General Hector Balderas and a couple of
progressive, Santa Fe based environmental
groups, have asked the court to halt the lawsuit
and order the rule be enforced, a move
proponents argue will have a positive economic
impact on citizens as well as industry. Though the
state of California has also joined in the fight,
governments in the states of Wyoming, Montana
and North Dakota have sided with the energy
companies, essentially arguing that further
regulation will stifle growth instead of promoting
it.
Last week, youthful members of this state’s

Pueblo culture commented publicly on the issue,
writing that the rule will improve conditions on
public and tribal lands, but only if combined with
honest and proactive interactions with Indigenous
peoples. Meanwhile, New Mexico Political report
revealed the economic and environmental
consequences of continued, unregulated methane
emissions.
At the crux of the debate over methane

emissions, the New Mexico economy looms large.
Fossil fuel production, refining and distribution
industries generate $11.2 billion of the state’s
gross product and contribute to the state’s
economy mightily in other ways, too. As of 2013,
these benefits include providing revenue for 31.5
percent of New Mexico’s general fund and major
financial underwriting for the Land of
Enchantment’s public schools, universities and
hospitals.
As last year’s economic hiccup proved, any

negative change to these massive contributions
to the state’s coffers by the fossil fuel industry
can have tremendous effects. Both sides of this
issue promise similarly sunny economic outcomes.
One is based on deregulation and the subsequent
reach of Smith’s invisible hand, long-term effects
be damned. The other is rooted in environmental
stewardship, community health and global
sustainability.
On January 6, 2017, US District Judge Scott

Skavdahl (a judge who previously struck down
Obama administration rules on fraking) will hear
oral arguments in the case, moving one step
closer to determining which path energy-
conscious Nuevo Mexicanos—and the rest of the
nation—take as the future unfolds. a

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

H
ats off to our firefighters. At their Dec. 19
regular meeting, Albuquerque City
Councilors gave accolades and a standing

ovation to the many firefighters who battled
the Carlisle Condominium blaze last month.
At least 40 firefighters with 15 trucks, pumpers
and other firefighting apparatus kept the
massive inferno from taking out other nearby
residences, businesses and buildings including
a historic church. The luxury condominium
complex, located at Central and Carlisle, in
the heart of Nob Hill, was under construction
when an alleged serial arsonist lit a fire
resulting in more than $9 million in damages.
Kenny Hinkes, the developer behind the
luxury condo project, has already begun the
rebuilding process.

Shameful Numbers
State Auditor Tim Keller delivered some

shameful news in person. Auditor Keller said
after doing a statewide audit of unprocessed
sexual assault kits, New Mexico is the worst
state in the nation, per capita, for its backlog
of 5,302 unprocessed kits going back 28 years.
“Each kit is important, each kit is a victim,”
Keller said. Albuquerque had 3,948 untested
kits as of December 31, 2015. New Mexico’s
number is about 100 more per capita than
Michigan, the second worst state. The number
of kits that need testing continues to rise daily
as the city tries to keep up with the new kits
sent into evidence each day. Sexual assault is
alarmingly high in our state: Statistically, 1 in
4 women and 1 in 20 men have been sexually
assaulted as some point in their lives. In 83
percent of these cases, the victim reportedly
knew the offender. Keller said that APD has
no plan to end the backlog, but he encouraged
the Council to pursue all avenues of funding to
get money to clear the backlog and administer
a sustainable process.

He said it will take about $6 million—or
$1.2 million allocated over five years—to clear
the backlog. The average cost per kit to
process ranges from $1,000 to $1,500, Keller
also reported. Meanwhile, Chief
Administrative Officer Rob Perry and a
representative from the Albuquerque police
crime lab defended the city’s lack of plan. “It is
a troubling issue,” Perry said. “There are
400,000 untested rape kits nationally.”

Perry reminded the Council that the crime
lab has to keep up with current high priority
cases as well as try to handle the backlog. “We
need to decide what resources and funding we
are going to put towards the back log,” Perry

But things can get rough in Station 4’s
district which takes in a good stretch of I-40,
along with servicing a number of homeless and
behavioral health service centers located in
and around Downtown. This busy area of the
city requires a dedicated rescue unit at the
station. The Council approved a new vehicle
on Monday. The new truck should be here
mid-January. 

Budget Woes
City Budget Officer Gerald Romero got

grilled over a projected revenue shortfall of at
least $6 million. Romero said the shortfall is
due to lower than expected gross receipts taxes
which are collected from businesses for goods
and services sold.

Councilor Ken Sanchez was alone in his
idea of a tax increase or other revenue
enhancements. Mayor Richard Berry’s minions
told the Council to chill and not add any new
costs if possible for the next couple months
until city bean counters get a better idea of the
shortfall.

Closed Doors
Finally, councilors went into executive

session to discuss pending litigation in two
cases—Seymour v. City of Albuquerque and
Healthy Workforce ABQ, et al v. The City Of
Albuquerque, et al. Upon their return to the
Council chambers, they promised that they
only talked about the above items. And with
that, Council President Isaac Benton ended
the meeting and said, “Best wishes for a happy
holiday for everyone.” a

Send your comments about the City Council to
carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meeting 
Monday, Jan. 4, 2017, 5pm

Council Chambers in the basement of City Hall
View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

Firefighters, Bureaucracy and
the Budget

The last council meeting of 2016

ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHYThe Council considers transportation legislation at a recent meeting



[10]     WEEKLY ALIBI DECEMBER 22-28, 2016

survival back in the ‘70s. What light can you
shed on the mystery of Vera Cruz and its
relation to Americans or Blacks, period?

—Constancia–Not Your Tia Concha

Dear Negrita: The way you spelled
Vera Cruz, methinks your abuelita
was actually born in the towns by
the same names in Indiana,
Missouri, Ohio and
Pennsylvania, all named after
the Gulf Coast city in Mexico.
But let’s say she was actually
born in Mexico—in that case,
you’re connected to one of the
proudest black traditions in the

Western Hemisphere. Veracruz the
state is one of two regions in Mexico with a
significant population of Afro-Mexicans (the
Costa Chica region spanning the states of
Guerrero and Oaxaca is the other). Near
Veracruz the city was the first freeman town in
the Americas: San Lorenzo de los Negros,
created after a colony of ex-slaves led by
Gaspar Yanga successfully fended off
conquistadors (a statue of Yanga still stands in
Veracruz proper). The famous singer Toña La
Negra came from Veracruz, as did the rhythms
of son jarocho. Even if your grandmother was
born in the US, it’s better to say that she’s
from Mexico: After all, would you want your
heritage to go back to some Podunk Rust belt
town?

GRACIAS, READERS! For another great
year of letters, tweets, handshakes and the like.
I wish I could tell ustedes I have a new project
to shamelessly self-promote—but I don’t. Just
the same desmadre we’ve had in this columna
for 12 years, all thanks to ustedes. The
Mexican is going back to the rancho to spend
Navidad, so I’ll be running a Best Of edición
next week. Happy holidays—oh, and
#fucktrump.  a

Ask the Mexican at themexican@askamexican.net.
Be his fan on Facebook. Follow him on Twitter
@gustavoarellano or follow him on Instagram

@gustavo_arellano!

BY GUSTAVO ARELLANO

D
ear Mexican: I recently saw a picture of
you in a newspaper article. I was quite
shocked. You appear to have more of a

European skin tone. You look
more European. However, I
guess since your relatives lived
in Mexico for the past 200
years, you think of yourself
as a Mexican. I guess
however, I tend to think
Mexican-looking people
have more of that native
flavor or color. And your
last name is actually Basque.
So this makes sense … Have a
good day, my European/Mexican
dude. 

—Macho Man in New Mexico

Dear Surumato: The town of Arellano, Spain
might be in the autonomous Basque Country
region of Navarre, but “Arellano” comes from
Latin and denotes “farm of Aurelius.” And
while one part of my Mexican ancestry came
from Europe (a mixture of Portuguese, French
and Sephardic Jews, since “Arellano” is listed
in the Inquisition rolls), the other part is
Chichimeca ready to chingarte for your chisme.

Dear Mexican: My grandmother died like all
people of this world, but there was
something fascinating that I was able to
discover after her time. She was born in
Mexico, possibly: Vera Cruz. From what I
understand, and that may be very little when
it comes to American history, it always
seems to be a bit cloudy, and this cloudy
tradition has been passed down from
generation to generation of Black Americans.
During my lifetime, many questions of our
past or ancestral history, have been unclear,
unlike the Mexican or Asian culture of this
great country. I’m American through and
through, California-raised so I can easily
identify with the Latin culture; I also speak
Spanish, which was a prerequisite for

OPINION | ¡ASK A MEXICAN!

Special Year-End Edición
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Give a Sonos speaker — Save a bundle

ALBUQUERQUE  6916 Montgomery Blvd. NE 87109 | 296-6978 
Locations also in Denver, Boulder and Colorado Springs

Monday – Saturday 9:30 to 6:00

www.listenup.com

Get $30 off a Play:1, Play:3 or Play:5  
And $50 off a Playbar or Sub

SONOS PLAY:1 SPEAKER SAVE $30  $169
SONOS PLAY:3 SPEAKER SAVE $30  $269
SONOS PLAY:5 SPEAKER SAVE $30  $469
SONOS PLAYBAR SOUNDBAR SAVE $50  $649
SONOS SUB SUBWOOFER  SAVE $50  $649
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EVENT | PREVIEWS

EVENT HORIZON WEEK OF DEC. 22-28

Compiled by Megan Reneau. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY DEC.  22

IT’S NOT JUST A FAD
Eric McFadden, a Left-Coast guitarist who came up in
Albuquerque under the tutelage of noted jazz guitarist
Stan Hirsch, performs with his band at Low Spirits on
Thursday, Dec. 22. McFadden used the keen, string-based
insight he gleaned from Hirsch to catapult himself outta
this town and into a formidable career that has included
stints as the guitarist for George Clinton and the P-Funk
All-Stars, as well as work as a renowned session and
touring musician. McFadden also fronted a mythically
famous and scene-creating band right here in the Duke
City. They were known as Angry Babies, in case you want to
know. Anywho, McFadden brings all that gravitas and a
great sound to town on Thursday night. Small Town Therapy,
an accoustic, instrumental outfit from Oakland, Calif.
opens. Be there or be square; it costs only $10. LOW SPIRITS
2823 SECOND STREET NW, 8PM alibi.com/v/4kpn. (August March) a

SATURDAY DEC.  24

FRIDAY DEC.  23

NO ONE IS THE ENEMY
Are you a fan of both ugly Christmas sweaters and hardcore music? This
Friday, one of Burque’s savagely hysterical post punk bands Music is the
Enemy is playing at the Launchpad. They will be joined by Distances, Rawrr!
and The Talking Hours. Don’t miss any of the bands upbeat stage presence.
Enjoy prizes from the “Prize Wheel of Death,” holiday photo wall, free stuff and
an ugly sweater contest. Watch MITE rage live Dec 23. Doors open at 8pm.
The Show is 21+ and tickets are $5. Ticket prices are subject to change at the
door. LAUNCHPAD 618 CENTRAL SW, 9PM alibi.com/v/4kr7. (Nina Ferrell) a

THE QUEENS OF CHRISTMAS
Friday, Dec. 23, at Duel Brewing most certainly won’t be a drag, but then
again, there will definitely be a lot of drag. When the clock strikes 8pm, host
Chastity Belt-Off will kick off Drag Queen Trivia and patrons can flex their
brains, while simultaneously cutting off oxygen to them with a pint or two.
The winning team (no more than six people, per the trivia holy book) will win
bragging rights as well as Duel gift cards, and it’s totally free to attend as
long as you’re over 21. DUEL BREWING 606 CENTRAL SW, 8 TO 11PM alibi.com/v/4lx9.
(Maggie Grimason) a

TUESDAY DEC.  27

WEAPONS, SWEET,
WEAPONS

Don’t put away that neck massager
you got from your naïve grandma this
Christmas yet—the seldom seen local
rock band Sweet Weapons are
performing Tuesday, Dec. 27, at the
Launchpad and boy, oh, boy, you’re
gonna be sore the next day. This is
their only show of 2016 and, being
only a few days away from the new
year, who knows the next time they’ll
get together on stage again? You can
see them and other pop punk bands
Crime Lab, The Ill Motion and Witless
starting at 8pm for only $5. There will
be booze so only 21+ will be allowed
entry. LAUNCHPAD 618 CENTRAL SW, 9PM
alibi.com/v/4lhy. (Megan Reneau) a

TRAPPED IN A BOX
On the night before the day before Christmas, The Box Performance
Space’s resident improv troupe the One Night Stanleys present A Very
Stanleys Xmas Eve Eve. As usual, the Stanleys will interview an
audience member and use that person to inspire their long-form improv
show. The troupe is a frequent winner in Alibi’s Best of Burque polling, so
audience members can expect some high quality holiday hijinks. Tickets
are $8. BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE 100 GOLD SW, 10:30 TO
11:30PM alibi.com/v/4lyi. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

LIGHTS, LIGHTS,
ACTION!

Are you like me? Do you hide your
love of glowing, shiny things so no
one will know what a dummy you
really are? Well, now’s the time to
come out in the open and let the
world know: “I’m a sucker for bright
lights. Especially at night. Get used to
it.” Celebrate your newfound freedom
at the Christmas in Corrales Balloon
Glow, where you can meet up with
like-minded individuals and look for
lights in the sky. The free, all-ages
party starts this Saturday, Dec. 24, at
5pm on the front fields of the Corrales
Recreation Center. CORRALES
RECREATIONAL CENTER 500 JONES, 5 TO 6PM
alibi.com/v/4m2u. (Joshua Lee) a SWEET WEAPONS FACEBOOK PAGE
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THURSDAY DEC 22
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights. Enjoy the
magic of millions of twinkling lights and dazzling holiday displays
at New Mexico’s largest walk-through light show.
2601 Central NW. 6-9:30pm. 768-2000. alibi.com/v/4jwu.

KIDS
EXPLORA! Winter Camp. Fun and engaging, every day has a
different theme. Each grade range has unique investigations to
keep imaginations active with science, technology and art.
1701 Mountain NW. $30-$80. 9-4pm. 224-8300.
alibi.com/v/4ksk.

JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Holiday Snowflake Fun.
Handcrafted snowflake projects for all ages. 3407 Juan Tabo NE.
2-3pm. 768-5170. alibi.com/v/4kt2.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Hora de Cuentos.
Bilingual storytelling for preschoolers. Parents or caregivers must
remain with their child. 1701 Fourth Street SW. 10-11am.
246-2261. alibi.com/v/4kw0.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
CSP DANCE STUDIOS Basic Latin Group Dance Class. Learn
different varieties of basic Latin dances. 6001 San Mateo NE.
6-7pm. 883-9521. alibi.com/v/4b4d.

KADAMPA MEDITATION CENTER NEW MEXICO Letting Go of the
Past. Train in mindfulness and meditation to illuminate the real
source of pain and difficulty within the mind and finally release it
completely. 142 Monroe NE. $10. 7-8:30pm. 292-5293.
alibi.com/v/4kh7.

MANZANO MESA MULTI-GEN CENTER Wise Women Belly Dance.
Perform basic techniques of this ancient dance form.
501 Elizabeth SE. $5-$10. 6-7pm. 280-3638. alibi.com/v/4fpg.

SABRINA’S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba. Dance to international
rhythms like cumbia, merengue, salsa, reggaeton, African and
Bollywood with a licensed fitness instructor. 4619 Lomas NE.
$5. 6-7pm. 620-0327. alibi.com/v/4d2z.

SHIFTING SANDS DOJO Women’s Self Defense Class. Learn
special defense techniques for women. 2219 Lead SE. 8-9pm.
870-2204. alibi.com/v/4csw.

YOGASAAR Sunrise Yoga Flow. Open your body, breath and spirit
before the demands of the day. 2205 Silver SE. $10.
6:15-7:30am. 227-7765. alibi.com/v/4f00.

FRIDAY DEC 23
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights.
2601 Central NW. 6-9:30pm. See 12/22 listing.

KIDS
EXPLORA! Winter Camp. 1701 Mountain NW. $30-$80. 9-4pm.
See 12/22 listing.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE SQUARE DANCE CENTER Square Dance
Lessons. Learn the basics of square dancing. 4909 Hawkins NE.
6:30-8:30pm. 323-7098. alibi.com/v/4hl6.

SATURDAY DEC 24
SPORTS/OUTDOOR
CORRALES RECREATIONAL CENTER, Corrales Christmas in
Corrales Balloon Glow. Enjoy a balloon glow and luminaria
display. 500 Jones. 5-6pm. alibi.com/v/4m2u. See Event
Horizon.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
AMPLIFY STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING Kettlebell Training.
See first hand how fun training with kettlebells can be while
learning how to use them safely. 6200 Coors NW.
10:30-11:30am. 899-5600. alibi.com/v/4h1q.

CSP DANCE STUDIOS LaBlast Workout. A partner-free dance
fitness program based on all of the dances you see on Dancing
with the Stars. Taught by professional NM State certified ballroom
dance instructors. 6001 San Mateo NE. 9-10am. 882-9521.
alibi.com/v/4a8j.

LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER International Folk Dance. Learn
the basic steps of folkdances from around the world.
5506 Coal SE. $2. 7-10pm. 299-0332. alibi.com/v/4im3.

SABRINA’S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba Toning with Sabrina. Build
muscle endurance with light weights and aerobics.
4619 Lomas NE. $5. 10-11am. 620-0327. alibi.com/v/4d1q.

Calendar | Community

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

MONDAY DEC 26
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights.
2601 Central NW. 6-9:30pm. See 12/22 listing.

KIDS
EXPLORA! Winter Camp. 1701 Mountain NW. $30-$80. 9-4pm.
See 12/22 listing.

LEARN
ABQ BIOPARK AQUARIUM BioPark Behind-the-Scenes: Aquarium.
Come face to face with some of the BioPark’s most curious ocean
animals on an aquarist-guided adventure 2601 Central NW. $90.
1:15-2:15pm. 764-6297. alibi.com/v/4ktb.

SPORTS/OUTDOOR
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Monday Night Football. Catch
every game this season while having a brew. 1800 Fourth
Street NW. 6pm. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/4jub.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
AMPLIFY STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING Kettlebell Training.
6200 Coors NW. 7-8pm. See 12/24 listing.

CSP DANCE STUDIOS LaBlast Workout. 5-5:50pm. See 12/24
listing. Also, Basic Country Western Group Dance Class. Learn
how to do basic country dances. 6001 San Mateo NE. 6-7pm.
883-9521. alibi.com/v/4b3e.

KHOO WELLNESS Fibromyalgia Movement Class. Thirty minutes
of gentle movements tailored to relieve chronic pain then enjoy
tea and learn more about the eight types of fibromyalgia and
strategies for each. 8338 Comanche NE. 1-2pm. 393-5556.
alibi.com/v/44t7.

SABRINA’S Z CREW FITNESS Piloxing Classes. A high energy
non stop fusion of standing pilates, boxing and dance. Bring a
yoga mat. 9-10am. 944-6624. alibi.com/v/4djy.

ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY CHURCH Silent Meditation Group.
One hour of silence for meditators of strong determination.
425 University NE. 6pm. 450-3409. alibi.com/v/4fi5.

TUESDAY DEC 27
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights. 2601 Central NW.
6-9:30pm. See 12/22 listing.

KIDS
EXPLORA! Winter Camp. 1701 Mountain NW. $30-$80. 9-4pm.
See 12/22 listing.

LEARN
ABQ BIOPARK ZOO BioPark Behind-the-Scenes: Rhinos and
Giraffes. 903 10th Street SW. $90. 1:15-2:15pm. See 12/26
ABQ BIOPARK AQUARIUM listing.

MAIN LIBRARY Genealogy Research Day. The Albuquerque
Genealogical Society assists with family history research.
501 Copper NW. 10:30am-12:30pm. 768-5131. alibi.com/v/4hfj.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
CSP DANCE STUDIOS Basic Swing Group Class. Learn different
varieties of basic swing dancing. 6001 San Mateo NE. 6-7pm.
883-9521. alibi.com/v/4b3w.

SABRINA’S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba. 4:30-5:30pm. See 12/26
listing. Also, Zumba Toning. Build muscle endurance with light
weights and aerobics. 4619 Lomas NE. $5. 6-7pm. 620-0327.
alibi.com/v/4d1c.

YOGASAAR Sunrise Yoga Flow. 2205 Silver SE. $10. 6:15-7:30am.
See 12/22 listing.

WEDNESDAY DEC 28
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights. 2601 Central NW.
6-9:30pm. See 12/22 listing.

KIDS
ANDERSON-ABRUZZO ALBUQUERQUE INTERNATIONAL
BALLOON MUSEUM Stories in the Sky: New Year’s Celebration
and Hanukah. Stories, songs, movement and crafts for the
youngest explorers. 9201 Balloon Museum NE. 9:30am-noon.
768-6020. alibi.com/v/4h65.

EXPLORA! Winter Camp. 1701 Mountain NW. $30-$80. 9-4pm.
See 12/22 listing.

LEARN
ABQ BIOPARK ZOO BioPark Behind-the-Scenes: Hippos. 903 10th
Street SW. $90. 1:45-2:45pm. See 12/26 ABQ BIOPARK
AQUARIUM listing.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE SHAMBHALA CENTER Open Public Meditation
Sitting. Periods of sitting meditation interspersed with periods
of walking meditation. Cushions and chairs supplied.
1102 Mountain NW. 6-7pm. 717-2486. alibi.com/v/45ut.

Compiled by Megan Reneau and Desiree Garcia. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

CSLPlasma.com

*Applicable for eligible, quali�ed new donors. Fees vary by weight and location. 
New donors must bring photo ID, proof of address and Social Security number.

New Donors:
Donate plasma today 
and earn up to $400 
this month!*

Who knew I could earn money and save lives.

211 4TH ST. NW, SUITE 15 • ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87107 • 505-359-2262
204 SAN MATEO BLVD. SE • ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87108 • 505-243-4449

Redeem at your nearest donation center for details.

Center staff scan to enter payment comment.
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BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

B
y the time he sat down to call me on
Monday morning, Jesse Rieser had spent
the weekend photographing SeaWorld

employees playing with dolphins while dressed
as elves and and later, a 400-person Christmas
play at a Texas mega-church. As he detailed
his adventures photographing the variety of
ways in which Americans celebrate Christmas,
I couldn’t help but think that the raw material
of the holiday is so strange. Whether
celebrated in a secular or a devoutly Christian
context, Christmas—a holiday that tends to
stand head and shoulders above all others,
dominating the cultural landscape—is singular.
Rieser, a photographer based primarily out of
LA, has been exploring the many ways in
which people articulate their joy through an
ongoing photographic series called Christmas
in America: Happy Birthday, Jesus. 

The series has taken him all over the
United States, and will soon bring him to
Albuquerque. He described when the idea for
the inquiry first struck him: Looming over a
Christmas tree lot, a four-story Santa Claus
“just sat there and kind of blew in the wind
like it was waving at us,” Rieser detailed. “It
was kind of cool, but also kind of …
menacing.” That sort of complexity, and the
oft-occurring dualities of how we celebrate, are
a central feature of the body of work. “There’s
a surreality to a lot of it,” he explained.
“[There’s] the Christian heritage, and then the
American cultural one that is tied into
commercialism and advertising.” As such,
honest celebration is often entwined with
branding, good intentions laced with greed.
“It’s this thing that’s rooted in family, tradition
and fond memories … [but] it’s amazing how
many components there are. … The things we
saw as kids in the Macy’s Day Parade or at
Rockefeller Center, [they’re] driven
by money … It wouldn’t be the
same without the influx of an
enormous amount of cash.”
Acknowledging this
galvanic aspect of the
holiday season,
however, doesn’t
undermine the other
values that surface in
the imagery, like
nostalgia, the act of
celebration and the very
earnest examination of
how we choose to live and
express ourselves. Rieser is
careful to document his queries
without any judgment skewing the
frame. 

“I’m observing and creating this anthology
of what makes Americans tick,” Rieser

detailed. Throughout the country, “this
content and these themes are there, I’m just
reporting on them in a sense. Yes, it’s
humorous, but not at anyone’s expense.”
Tempering it all, as it does for many of us so-
called grown-ups, is a cast of nostalgia, the
dream-like quality of childhood remembered
under the glow of a Christmas tree and a
dollar store strand of lights, torturous
anticipation and virtuous, sincere, honest-to-
god belief. “There is in my work a wrestling
with these notions of the past, present and
future, or the child and the adult … It’s
[similar to] this duality of the foreign and the
familiar” and that one feeling overlaying
another, seemingly at odds with itself, has the
makings of a rich and complex investigation
for Rieser’s photographic eye. 

“It wasn’t until my family had to
relocate out West [to Arizona

that] for the first time … I
looked at the holiday and

was detached from the
childhood nostalgia
and traditions,” Rieser
said of a pivotal time
as a young adult when
he began to think
more critically about
the holiday season. “I

don’t know if it was the
weather or the quirkiness

of the suburbia [of
Phoenix], but that city

inspired the project in ways that
wouldn’t have happened in a more

traditional setting.” And it made Rieser realize
the multiplicity of ways in which people mark
this point of the year, and to continue
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A Map of Joy
Photographer Jesse Rieser explores the many ways Americans

celebrate Christmas

COMIC REVIEW
BY MIKEE RIGGS

exploring the many variations on the holiday
in his work. “As the project grows thematically
and geographically, it becomes [apparent that]
there’s no one right way to celebrate. … [I’m]
using Christmas as a vehicle to see how
Americans are different and have different
traditions and cultures.” But there is one
unifying element that he observes in every
person who audaciously inflates a giant Santa
Claus in their yard, or mounts a string of lights
on every possible inch of their home exterior
on the day after Thanksgiving—and that is
their sincerity. “You might think it’s misguided
or strange, but it comes from a good place,” he
concluded, “The motives are true, sometimes
unrefined, but their hearts are always in the
right place.” 

“I wish everyone had the opportunity to do
this,” Rieser suggested, because they might
find that they are surprised by the baseline
level of humanity among their neighbors.
“Maybe it’s the Christmas spirit, or maybe it’s
just refreshing to be on the road and meet new
people [and find that] people are nice … I
believe that people are good.” There are rich
and complex hierarchies, histories and forces
both dark and light at work as we approach
Jesus’ birthday. Yet, it is indeed refreshing to
hear that Rieser’s studied conclusion is
something so simple and sweet—that all that
goodwill toward your fellow humans that
people talk about this time of year is actually
at work out there in the world. Rieser’s not
suggesting that you should cease to question
the powers that shape the holiday into the
manic force that it is, but his photographs, and
the wisdom that has sprung from them, might
just hearten your voice the next time you call
out “Merry Christmas!” this year.  a

Dark Night
A true Batman story
Reality is sometimes much darker then fantasy.
Stories turn up all the time that illustrate that life
can be so much
more grim then
we realize on a
day-to-day
basis. Paul Dini
has certainly
seen his share of
darkness.

Dark Night is
a slice-of-real-
life comic that
takes place
during a period
in writer Paul
Dini’s life. Dini is
most famous for
his writing work
on “Batman:
The Animated
Series” and as
being the co-creator of Harley Quinn. All of this
information is not only given, but is essential
knowledge, as the book takes place in the midst
of Dini’s work on “Batman.”

In the book, Dini is working for Warner Bros. in
Los Angeles when he is viciously attacked. Dini is
severely beaten and has to get reconstructive
surgery on his face. The book deals not only with
Dini’s lingering issues—looming long before the
attack—but also with the things that Dini is
dealing with in the aftermath of the violence. The
book is very honest and uncompromising—Dini
doesn’t try to only paint himself as a victim of
violence, instead he makes a point to illustrate
that he was no better to himself in a lot of ways
than his attackers were.

As for the writing itself, Dini is nothing short of
captivating. His honest look back on his life is
refreshing and keeps the reader totally enthralled.
He makes himself so accessible that it is hard not
to relate to him. Also, throughout the book the
Batman cast is incorporated into the story very
effectively. Dini never loses focus of the voices of
the characters he helped to define for a
generation.

The art is a master class on panel work and
emotion. Eduardo Risso, most famous for his work
with Brian Azzarello on 100 Bullets, takes a very
elegant approach to this novel. He uses every
panel as an opportunity to engage the reader
with pitch-perfect imagery, while still helping to
move the story forward. He is stark when it is
needed, and he is magnetic when it is necessary.
Risso is no stranger to Batman, having drawn
Broken City for DC years ago. The work here
differs though; Risso relies more on depth of color
than stark colors with this particular story. There
are multiple pages that are painted in warm tones
and are meant to feel calm and comfortable. This
is in perfect juxtaposition to the pages of the
attack, for example, which Risso does in his
traditional manner full of heavy contrast and stark
line and shadow work. The balance the book
strikes in both tone and art may be its biggest
triumph.

Dark Night is not just a personal tale of
triumph over tragedy, but also an overall success
as a narrative. It was a wise choice to make the
title a Veritgo story due to its tone; it is yet
another must-have in anyone’s Vertigo library.
Dini and Risso craft an amazing story together
involving the Caped Crusader that may
overshadow many in which Batman is the main
character. All in all, Dark Night is a story that may
end up as remembered and enjoyed as Dini’s work
on the Dark Knight himself. a

128 pages
$16.99

IMAGES BY JESSE RIESER
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THURSDAY DEC 22
STAGE
SANTA FE PLAYHOUSE, Santa Fe Jacob Marley’s Christmas
Carol. A retelling of the classic tale from the messenger’s perspec-
tive. 142 East DeVargas Street. $20-$25. 7:30-10pm. (505)
988-4262. alibi.com/v/4g0p.

STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Stand-up Comedy
Thursdays. Comedians Danny Martinez and Dick Kendall perform
live. 54 Jemez Dam. $10. 7:30pm. 771-5680. alibi.com/v/4k8n.

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY The Dolly Dali Show.
Award-winning playwright Adam R. Burnett performs a show
inspired by Dolly Parton and Salvador Dali. 110 Gold SW.
Donations encouraged. 8-9pm. (917) 705-2580.
alibi.com/v/4ksx.

SONG & DANCE
HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco. Authentic Spanish
cuisine, beverages and Flamenco performances. 800 Rio
Grande NW. $5-$400. 7:30-9:30pm. 242-7600.
alibi.com/v/49sj.

JOLIESSE CHOCOLATES, Los Ranchos de Albuquerque Celtic
Music Jam. The sounds of local Celtic musicians fill the space
with the whimsical music of Ireland. 6855 Fourth Street NW.
7-9pm. 369-1561. alibi.com/v/458q.

FRIDAY DEC 23
STAGE
BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Show.
Short-form improv based on audience suggestions. 9-10pm.
alibi.com/v/4kr9. Also, A Very Stanleys Xmas Eve Eve. The
Stanleys inverview an audience member and use that to inspire
their long-form improv show. 100 Gold SW. 10:30-11:30pm.
404-1578. alibi.com/v/4lyi. See Event Horizon.

DESERT ROSE PLAYHOUSE Tuesdays With Morrie. A play based
on the autobiographical book by Mitch Albom, following a man
and his dying college professor. 6921 Montgomery NE. $15.
7:30pm. 717-6058. alibi.com/v/4jb4.

FOUL PLAY CAFE, Sheraton Uptown A Deadly Briefcase. A
comedic whodunit play about a ship full of suspious people vying
for a mysterious suitcase. Accompanied by a four-course meal
served by the suspects themselves. 2600 Louisiana NE. $60.
7-10:30pm. 377-9593. alibi.com/v/4jfu.

SANTA FE PLAYHOUSE, Santa Fe Jacob Marley’s Christmas
Carol. 142 East DeVargas Street. $20-$25. 7:30-10pm. See
12/22 listing.

SONG & DANCE
HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco. 800 Rio Grande NW.
$5-$400. 7:30-9:30pm. See 12/22 listing.

LEARN
JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Pinecone Ornaments. 3407 Juan
Tabo NE. 2-3pm. 768-5170. alibi.com/v/4kt4.

ARTS & LIT
CALENDAR

FILM
JEAN COCTEAU CINEMA, Santa Fe The World Has No Eyedea
Learn about the 21st century prodigy Micheal “Eyedea” Larsen
who was a a freestyle battle rapping champion, a guitar player,
a break dancer, lead singer of a punk band, a poet and a philoso-
pher. 418 Montezuma. 7-9pm. alibi.com/v/4m13.

SATURDAY DEC 24
STAGE
DESERT ROSE PLAYHOUSE Tuesdays With Morrie.
6921 Montgomery NE. $15. 7:30pm. See 12/23 listing.

FOUL PLAY CAFE, Sheraton Uptown A Deadly Briefcase.
2600 Louisiana NE. $60. 7-10:30pm. See 12/23 listing.

SANTA FE PLAYHOUSE, Santa Fe Jacob Marley’s Christmas
Carol. 142 East DeVargas Street. $20-$25. 4-6:30pm. See
12/22 listing.

SONG & DANCE
CONGREGATION ALBERT Chanukah Party. Seth Hoffman and
Debo Orlofsky of Temporary Tattoos entertain with original folk
tunes and cool arrangements of holiday songs.
3800 Louisiana NE. 6-8pm. 681-1451. alibi.com/v/4lhk.

COPPER POINTE CHURCH Christmas Eve. Celebrate Christmas
with a full-production show featuring the best local Christian
musicians. 10500 Copper NE. 11am-6:30pm. 299-7202.
alibi.com/v/4lw1.

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco. 800 Rio Grande NW.
$5-$400. 7:30-9:30pm. See 12/22 listing.

LEARN
SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY Holiday Snowman Craft. Make
super cute holiday snowmen from socks, sewing optional and
materials provided. Registration is required. 1025 Broadway SE.
Noon-1pm. 768-5170. alibi.com/v/4kt5.

SUNDAY DEC 25
STAGE
DESERT ROSE PLAYHOUSE Tuesdays with Morrie.
6921 Montgomery NE. $12-$15. 2pm. See 12/23 listing.

MONDAY DEC 26
ART
DUEL BREWING Life Drawing. Live models pose while you enjoy
Duel Belgian beer and food. Bring your own pad and paper.
606 Central SW. $12. 7-10pm. alibi.com/v/42ba.

TUESDAY DEC 27
LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE CENTER FOR HOPE & RECOVERY Ar t
Empowerment. A peer-run group for folks interested in using
art as a form of expression. Mediums (clay, paint, collage) vary
week by week. Register online. 1120 Second Street NW, Second
Floor. $0-$2. 10am-1pm. 321-3449. alibi.com/v/3oww.

         
Located in Hotel Albuquerque at Old Town

505.222.8797 | 800 Rio Grande Blvd. NW | HotelABQ.com 
A partnership between Heritage Hotels & Resorts and the National Institute of Flamenco

World-class performances • Tapas • Custom cocktails

Performances �urs - Sun, Tickets start at $10 
 Tickets: TablaoFlamenco.org  

join us for a New Year’s Eve Performance 
$75 single, $125 couple includes tickets, tapas & drinks

Doors open at 7pm, Room Packages Available
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SANTA FE PLAYHOUSE, Santa Fe Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol. A retelling of the classic tale from the
messenger’s perspective. 142 East DeVargas Street. $20-$25. 7:30-10pm. (505) 988-4262. alibi.com/v/4g0p.

Compiled by Megan Reneau and Desiree Garcia. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

DEC. 23 & 24,VARYING TIMES
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Global One to One is a completely unique 
program preparing kids for the global economy 
by connecting them one on one around the world. 

Get Involved!

www.global1to1.org

We offer innovative educational programs that strengthen 
global connections through one to one communication.

Get involved today!
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feature | INterVIeW

    

’Twas the week before Christmas, when all through the mall 
Every creature was stirring, especially in the great hall; 

The shining decorations were put up with care, 
Mainly because jovial St. Nicholas was there; 

The children were waiting to take pictures with him, 
While visions of presents filled their heads to the brim; 

Their parents with their shopping bags, and I in my coat, 
Had just settled in line, while I perused the questions I’d wrote, 

When up from the sign-in table there arose such a clatter, 
I sprang from the queue to see what was the matter. 

Past the wee kiddies I flew like a flash, 
He said he had time to talk as he tightened his jingle bell sash. 

There were 15 minutes before the pictures would start, 
Enough time for a quick interview on his part,
When what to my wondering ears did appear, 

That he was a man of few words, though filled with cheer: 

     
  

cd
He had a kind face and a little round belly 

That shook when he laughed, like a bowl full of jelly. 
He was pink and plump, a right jolly old elf, 

And I smiled as I snapped a picture of him, in spite of myself; 
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head 

Soon gave me to know that was all to be said; 
He bid me adieu and went straight to his work. 

He greeted the children, then turned with a jerk, 
Waving his hand in a cheerful good-bye, 

He headed for his holiday throne with a sigh; 
He sprang onto the chair, to his team gave a whistle, 

And toward him the kids flew like the down of a thistle. 
But I heard him exclaim, as I walked away— 

“Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good day!” 
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Zen and the Art of Eating
Karma Cafe feels like home

BY RENÉE CHAVEZ

A
ccording to the Berkley Center for
Religion, Peace & World Affairs, in
Hinduism, “karma is the force of

retributive justice that compels believers to
behave righteously according to Dharma—
the moral order of the universe.”
Furthermore, it is “the Hindu view of
causality in which good deeds, words,
thoughts, and commands lead to beneficial
effects for a person, and bad deeds, words,
thoughts, and commands lead to harmful
effects. These effects are not necessarily
immediate but can be visited upon a soul in
future lives through reincarnation.” So, the
idea of Karma Cafe is that there are no
prices—customers can pay whatever they
think the food is worth, and perhaps a little
more, so than someone else, who maybe
doesn’t have money for a meal, can come
and eat a nutritious and delicious repast,
too. Therefore, when you visit the new not-
for-profit restaurant on San Pedro and take
part in their enlightened business model,
you can gain bonus points for the future
transmigration of your soul while helping
feed your community and supporting a local
business. Good vibes to the power of three,
que no? 

On my first visit, I strolled into the café
with four dollars in my pocket, naively
believing that there would be some way of
paying with a card. (In all fairness to
myself, there was a credit card sign on the
door.) Thank Buddha my dining partner

always carries a giant wad cash. The space
was on the small side, but uncluttered,
scattered with community dining tables and
chairs, paintings, indoor plants and a short
bar at the front window. Minimalist lights
dangled from the ceiling and the back wall
provided a view into the kitchen. We sat
down and gazed at the giant chalkboard
menu on the side wall. It was bizarre to not
see any prices, and while there weren’t a
ton of choices, everything sounded
delicious.

Our friendly waitress approached,
explained the pay-as-you-feel system and
took our drink orders: a coffee and a water
with lemon. Upon her return, we traded our
orders for the drinks. Sipping from our cups,
my cohort asked how I had heard of this
place. I replied that I had read an article
about the place starting off at the farmers’
market selling food on the pay-what-you-
will basis and being successful enough to
move to a permanent location. My initial
reaction had been cynical (I’m a tad jaded
from working in the restaurant business
myself.) but when I saw that the customers
were making it work, I was excited by the
goodwill displayed by the community.

With the arrival of our dishes—biscuits
and gravy, and spaghetti with meatballs and
a mixed green salad—we oohed and aahed
over how tasty, yet homey everything
looked. I picked up my fork and twirled it
into my spaghetti. The sauce was a light
orange—clearly made from real tomatoes—
and chunky with bits of onion. Sprinkled
with green herbs, it was dolloped over

generously-portioned meatballs made from
local, humanely-raised Kyzer Farm pork and
perfectly cooked spaghetti. The flavor of
the sauce was light and a little on the sweet
side, but balanced by the saltiness of the
meatballs, which were savory and rich.
Yum. 

I slid my fork to the left and snagged a
bite of the biscuits and herb cream gravy
with over-easy eggs and seasoned potatoes.
The gravy looked incredible: thick and
white with crumbles of more Kyzer farm
pork sausage; it tasted like heaven—buttery,
creamy, delectable. It was like eating heavy
whipping cream on homemade biscuits.
After rhapsodizing over the gravy, I turned
my sights on the salad. It was fresh, zingy
and crunchy with slices of green apple and
dried cranberries. The raspberry vinaigrette
the leafy greens were tossed in was a bit too
sweet for my taste, but it was still good.

When we finished, we tallied what we
thought each dish was worth, then rounded
up for good measure. We dropped our tip in
the glass tip jar, jabbed our dollars through
the slot of the black pay-as-you-feel box,

Karma Cafe
1617 San Pedro NE

Hours: Tue-Sun 9am-3pm

Vibe: Natural, homey, communal, peaceful

Alibi Recommends: Biscuits and gravy, 

French toast 

and bid our waitress adieu. It was that easy.
On my next sojourn for karmic relief, I

opted for the artisan breakfast sandwich
while my new breakfast buddy went for the
French toast. While sipping dark roast
coffee with cream, I tried to describe the
food: It’s all organic, grown sustainably by
local farmers and made from scratch. And
it’s that final descriptor that is key—it
tastes like it’s homemade. There’s
something warming about the food, like you
can actually taste the good vibes.

The hefty portion of battered and grilled
brioche bread topped with cinnamon and
apples was, in a word, buttery. The fruit was
neither goopy nor overly sweet, but rather
tart with just the right amount of sugar and
spice. The bread was fluffy. The sandwich,
served with seasoned potatoes, was crunchy
on the outside courtesy of two slices of
grilled sourdough, and soft and chewy on
the inside with airy scrambled eggs, gooey
Jack cheese and fleshy green chile with just
enough heat. 

Walking out into the warm sunlight
later, I considered my meal. The cuisine
itself was excellent, but ultimately, it was
more than just breakfast that I had taken
part in. With the simple act of purchasing
food, I supported my community by helping
Karma Cafe fulfill its mission of “providing
healthy food ... to its patrons,
indiscriminately of what they can afford to
pay, strengthening social bonds and social
responsibility of all classes.” And that left a
particularly good taste in my mouth. a

Biscuits and Gravy Mixed Green Salad IMAGES BY RENÉE CHAVEZ
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Chowtown
a rotating guide to restaurants we like

suggest a restaurant or search for more at:

w alibi.com/chowtown

These listings have no connection with Alibi advertising

KEY:  $ = Inexpensive $8 or less  | $$ = Moderate $8 to $15 

Tis the Season

DOWNTOWN

ANODYNE
409 Central NW, 244-1820

[Bar] A diverse array of drinkers stops by for a cold
one every night at the Anodyne. No matter what social
clique you belong to or what your beverage of choice
is, the staff at the Anodyne make sure you get it fast.
It only takes a few visits before the bartenders know
what you want before you even ask for it.

BURT’S TIKI LOUNGE
515 Central NW, 292-9735

[Bar] Technically speaking, a dive bar indicates an
establishment of ill repute. Furthermore, while we’re
being technical, Burt’s Tiki Lounge is a tiki bar. In any
case, this new location for the old Albuquerque
favorite is shiny, new and better than ever. The two-
level bar not only is getting the best musical acts in
the country, they remain showcasing the best local
talent. Get whatever your mood requires: A Chi Chi,
Mai Tai or PBR, there’s no judgement here.

MARBLE BREWERY
111 Marble NW, 243-2739 • $$

[Bar and Grill/Pub, Specialty Food Store] After
admiring the expanded interior and hip industrial style
lighting, have an award-winning beer or three and
wobble on over to whatever food truck is there (which
you can find on their website). While the trucks stay
until about 10, Marble is open ‘til midnight every
night except Sunday. Listen to some live bands every
Saturday night or grab a growler, six-pack or keg to go
if you want to avoid the loyal following this
Albuquerque favorite has gathered.

FAR NORTHEAST HEIGHTS

THE BARLEY ROOM
5200 Eubank NE, 332-0800 • $$

[Bar and Grill/Pub, American] The Barley Room is
a watering hole in the far Northeast Heights that fills
patrons up with live music, lots of libations and a
surprisingly ample menu. Snack on bar-friendly fried
things (say yes to the sweet potato fries!), or have a
proper meal with burgers, salads, pasta, New Mexican
dishes, and a few grilled meat and fish entrées.
There’s a palpable sports bar feel to the place, but a
diverse clientele keeps this bar/grill comfortable for
just about everyone. The kitchen stays open until
midnight every night; go ahead and linger.

NOB HILL

IMBIBE
3101 Central NE, 255-4200 • $$

[Bar and Grill/Pub] Imbibe is an über-trendy cigar
lounge with backlit smoke-tendril art and
contemporary seating. There are hordes of annoying
knockoff-clad barflies as far as the eye can see, but
the humidor is well-stocked and well-attended by
knowledgeable staff, and there’s a rooftop deck (if you
can make it up there; there’s always a line). Get there
early for the best seats.
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BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

J
acqueline Kennedy is one of the most
powerful figures in pop cultural history. And
yet, for all we think we know about her, we

actually know very little. Despite being at the
forefront of one of the most seminal events in
mid-century America—the assassination of
her husband, President John Fitzgerald
Kennedy—she was a very private figure. Few
knew much about the daughter of a
stockbroker and a socialite before she married
JFK. And she all but withdrew from public life
after his death. Nonetheless, the image of the
graceful, well-spoken brunette in the pink
Chanel suit remains indelible in many people’s
minds.

With the up-close-and-personal biopic
Jackie, Chilean director Pablo Larraín (Tony
Manero, No, The Club) tries to lift the veil
(both literal and figurative) to get at who and
what this strong yet reserved woman really
was. Natalie Portman (The Professional, V For
Vendetta, Black Swan) is drafted to take on the
iconic role. It’s an important casting decision.
Jackie is the primary focus of the film—and
not just in the narrative sense. Her image is
front and center on screen for nearly the entire
run time. Even when other famous figures
appear (Caspar Phillipson as an eerily on-the-
nose JFK, for example), they barely intrude
into her head-and-shoulders camera frame.
They poke in from the sides or linger out-of-
focus in the background. This is Jackie’s show,
which means it’s Portman’s show.

Portman certainly looks the part, all
cheekbones and fortitude. Her accent takes a
moment to get used to, however. Portman
nails that impossibly erudite, patrician tone
most people recognize from Jackie’s famous
1962 White House Christmas tour. It’s one of
the few extended pieces of video of the
woman, and the place most people recognize
her soft-spoken East Coast cadence from. The
voice, at times, feels fake. But that’s more or
less the point. The tour is recreated here in all
its on-camera stiffness, and it’s a fine
counterpoint to the harder-edged, less blue-
blooded version of Jackie we see later. The
idea is that Jackie spends a lot of time speaking
and acting the way people expect a First Lady
to. She has a public persona that runs nearly
24 hours a day. And “that voice” is part of it.
It’s all about keeping up appearances—which
is more or less the point of Larraín’s film. John
F. Kennedy and Jackie were the first President
and First Lady to exist in the media spotlight.
In many ways this couple wrote the rules for
modern, telegenic fame and fortune.

Jackie, thankfully, is no standard-issue
biopic. The lean, laser-focussed narrative is
centered almost entirely around an interview
Jackie grants with an anonymous, hand-picked
journalist (played by Billy Crudup). The

FILM | RevIew

Jackie
Camelot is born in media-savvy biopic about JFK’s grieving widow

interview takes place in the immediate
aftermath of JFK’s assassination. It is, in part, a
story about grief. Jackie is a devoted wife
dealing with the shocking loss of her husband.
And she’s forced to deal with it in the most
public way possible. How does one grieve on a
personal level when the entire country is
grieving on a public scale? Larraín (and his
screenwriter Noah Oppenheim from The Maze
Runner and Allegiant, oddly enough) bring
Jackie’s often-conflicted emotional struggle to
life by focussing on the details.

As the interview progresses, the film free-
floats through Jackie’s memories, choosing a
few key moments on which to dwell—none of
them predating the Kennedys’ time in the
White House. It’s the sharp, little details, not
the broad, biographical brushstrokes that bring
this story to life: Jackie desperately scrubbing
her nails in the sink of an airplane bathroom
after the assassination; Jackie obsessively
quizzing a stunned Secret Service agent about
the caliber of the bullet that killed her
husband; Jackie spotting LBJ and Lady Bird
going over wallpaper samples as she packs up
and prepares to leave the White House. It’s

these small moments that give the film a
powerful emotional weight. It is, at times,
brutally, intimately sad.

But the film—like Jackie herself—isn’t
entirely concerned with mourning and self-
pity. What it’s really trying to capture is the
moment that Jackie fabricated—basically from
whole cloth—the myth of the “Camelot Era.”
Even as she’s lost and reeling from her
husband’s murder, even while she refuses to
wash his blood from her suit, she’s weighing
the future. What will her husband’s legacy be?
What will future scholars write about the
Kennedys’ time in office. Despite being elected
on a wave of democratic hope, Jack Kennedy
spent barely two years in office. He had little

time to accomplish anything. He solved the
Cuban Missile Crisis, but he also kind of
started it with the Bay of Pigs Invasion. His
progressive proposals became part of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, but that was signed into
law by LBJ. Fearing that her husband will be
lost to time, Jackie sets out to write the history
book herself.

In talking to the Reporter, she makes no
bones about the narrative she’s about to lay
out. It will be her story, in her own words. And
if she doesn’t like the way it comes out, she’ll
rewrite it. Nothing will be published without
her say-so. It’s not that she’s lying about her
husband’s legacy. It’s just that she’s ... polishing
it, giving it a perspective before the
perspective is imposed by outside forces.

Jackie could easily have been simple Oscar
bait, with its star giving a outsized performance
and shedding tears all over some excellent
costumes and sets. Instead, Jackie is an
intellectual, visually stylized exercise in
nostalgia and myth-making—crystalizing the
moment when politics became more about
optics. It’s this extra effort that makes Jackie
one of 2016’s best films. a

Jackie
Directed by Pablo Larraín

Starring Natalie Portman, Peter Sarsgaard, 
Greta Gerwig

Rated R
Opens Tuesday 12/20

“What the heck, maybe I’ll marry an Onassis.”
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BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Y
ou know the routine: Wake up early with the
kids, unwrap a bunch of presents, gargle
down some coffee and then wait around

impatiently until you have to drive over to some
relative’s house for dinner. Your only hope of
escape is to hide in the den and watch TV this
Christmas. So here are a few holiday highlights
to get you through the day.
While you clean all the wrapping paper off

your living room floor, you can start the day by
watching “The Disney Parks Magical
Christmas Celebration” (KOAT-7 9am). Derek
and Julianne Hough host. Alessia Cara, Sofia
Carson, Jordan Fisher perform. I’m assuming
those are teenage Disney Channel stars-turned-
singers. Just ask your kids.
There are a bunch of holiday movies strung

throughout the day on various networks. But the
less you know about stuff like 12 Dog Days Till
Christmas, Merry Kissmas, A Christmas Wedding
Date and Wish Upon a Christmas, the better off
you are. If you’re in a religious mood, you can
tune in for Turner Classic Movies’ annual airing
of the 1961 Biblical epic King of Kings (TCM
3pm). That counts as going to church, by the
way. Christmas with the Kranks (Lifetime
7pm) and Tyler Perry’s A Madea Christmas
(USA 7pm) both have the word “Christmas” in
the title. But they’re a long way from classics. If
you’re looking for seasonal favorites, Freeform
(formerly ABC Family) has got a nice marathon
with 2003’s Elf (Freeform 3:40pm) starring
Will Ferrell, 1989’s National Lampoon’s
Christmas Vacation (Freeform 5:45pm)
starring Chevy Chase and 1988’s Scrooged
(Freeform 7:55pm) starring Bill Murray.
In the evening CBS gets all nostalgic by

colorizing some very old Christmas specials. First
up is the “I Love Lucy Christmas Special”
(KRQE-13 7pm) in which Ricky and Lucy
reminisce about the day son Ricky Jr. was born.
Next is “The Dick Van Dyke Show—Now in
Living Color!” (KRQE-13 8pm) in which Rob
and Laura reminisce about the day son Richie
was born.
“When Calls the Heart” is evidently a

Canadian-American drama based on a movie
which was based on an “inspirational” novel
about Mounties and schoolteachers and coal
miners, circa 1910. If you’re a fan, you can watch
“When Calls the Heart: When Calls the Heart
Christmas” (Hallmark 7pm) in which “a
peddler comes to Coal Valley selling the
townspeople his wears and teaching them lessons
about joy and giving.” That sure sounds like a
plot stolen from a very special episode of “Little
House on the Prairie”—so it’s no surprise to find
that Michael Landon Jr. developed the series. 
If you’re in the mood for more historical

holiday drama, the BBC’s late 1950s period
drama about nurses offers up its “Call the
Midwife Holiday Special” (KNME-5 6pm). In
it, the staff at Nonnatus House works to save a
mission hospital in South Africa that is
understaffed, underfunded and facing foreclosure.
Not to worry, Christmas miracles are common
this time of year.
BBC America, meanwhile, goes all futuristic,

gifting sci-fi fans with its annual “Doctor Who”
Christmas special. This year, with “Doctor Who:
The Return of Doctor Mysterio” (BBC
America 7pm). The Doctor travels to New York
where he encounters a superhero (Justin
Chatwin from “Shameless”) battling brain-
swapping aliens. Now that’s the sort of Christmas
I can get behind. a

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH
“Travelers” (Netflix streaming anytime)

Eric McCormack (“Will & Grace”)
stars in this sci-fi series about time
travelers in the future who send their
conscious minds back into the
bodies of random strangers in order
to fix the planet and save humanity
from a horrible future. It’s written and
created by the guy who gave us
“Stargate SG-1,” “Stargate: Atlantis”
and “SGU.”

“Trollhunters” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Guillermo del Toro (Hellboy,
Pan’s Labyrinth) is the creator of this
simple cartoon about a small-town
teen (voiced by the late Anton
Yelchin) who is magically chosen to
join a war between friendly trolls and
other, more evil supernatural
monsters.

“A Home For the Holidays” (KRQE-13
7pm)Watch out, it’s that time of the
year when celebrities try to guilt you
into adopting kids. Also Miranda
Lambert and Rachel Platten sing.

SATURDAY 24
It’s a Wonderful Life (KOB-4 7pm)

Yeah. OK. Why not? I mean, I’ll
probably flip past it at least. ...

24 Hours of A Christmas Story
(TBS/TNT 6pm) Hurry up, you’ve
only got 11 more chances to watch
this movie.

SUNDAY 25
See “Idiot Box” above.

MONDAY 26
“Jonas Restaurant: Family Style”

(Food 5pm) In the grand tradition
of “Wahlburgers” comes another
reality show about a relative of
some famous people (in this case,
the Jonas Brothers) opening a
restaurant.

TUESDAY 27
“The 39th Annual Kennedy Center

Honors” (KRQE-13 8pm) Pianist
Martha Argerich, singer Mavis
Staples, musician James Taylor,
actor Al Pacino and rock band the
Eagles try to make polite small talk
in the audience while various
people come to the stage and
praise them—including host
Stephen Colbert.

“Bizarre Foods: Frozen” (Travel 7pm)
Andrew Zimmern looks at the
strangest foods eaten by people
who live below freezing in some of
the coldest, most inhospitable
places on Earth.

WEDNESDAY 28
“My Crazy Sex” (Lifetime Movie

Network 8pm) From the makers of
the docu-reality show “My Crazy Ex”
comes the next logical step:
intimate tales of ordinary people’s
most ridiculous sexual
misadventures. It’s like Letters to
Penthouse—only true. And not hot.
a

THURSDAY 22
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” (KOAT-7

7pm) Yeah. OK. Why not? I mean,
I’ll probably flip past it at least. Or
put in on as background. It’s been
at least five or six years since I
actually sat down and watched it all
the way through. But what’s the
point, really? I can probably recite
the whole thing out loud after all
these years. On the other hand, it is
kind of a tradition. I mean, how can
I not? Nostalgia and all that. Sure, if
there’s nothing else on. Maybe. We’ll
see.

FRIDAY 23
“Sense8: A Christmas Special”

(Netflix streaming anytime) The
mind-bending, multicultural, multi-
sexual sci-fi series from creators
Lana and Lilly Wachowski (formerly
Larry and Andy Wachowski) and J.
Michael Straczynski opts for a two-
hour Christmas special before the
debut of season 2 next May. At the
very least, it will be interesting to
see how this strange, sweeping
narrative about psychically linked
strangers pulls off a Christmas
episode. “A Charlie Brown
Christmas” this will not be.

“THE BEST FILM OF THE YEAR.”
MATTHEW JACOBS ‒ THE HUFFINGTON POST

  
 

      

ALBUQUERQUE
Regal Winrock Stadium 16 
IMAX & RPX
(844) 462-7342 #4058

ALBUQUERQUE
UA 
High Ridge 8
(844) 462-7342 #605

ALBUQUERQUE
Century 14 
Downtown
(505) 243-9555

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTSNOW PLAYING

Stocking Suffer
Christmas around the dial
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Imagine: John Lennon
The life of British singer-songwriter and former Beatle
John Lennon (maybe you’ve heard of him) is the focus of
this intimate 1988 documentary. More than 240 hours of
home movies shot by Lennon and his widow, Yoko Ono,
were used to create this window into Lennon’s later life.
David Bowie, George Martin and Julian Lennon are among
the celebrities interviewed. 100 minutes. R. (Guild
Cinema)

Manchester by the Sea
Casey Affleck, Michelle Williams and Kyle Chandler star in
this fantastically moving family drama for Academy
Award-nominated writer/director Kenneth Lonergan
(Gangs of New York, You Can Count on Me). Affleck stars
as a glum, hardworking Boston handyman who gets word
that his beloved older brother has passed away. He heads
back to his hometown for the funeral, where he’s
suddenly confronted with the information that he’s now
the guardian of his brother’s moody and perpetually
horny teenage son. Haunted by the memory of everything
that brought him to his current sad sack state of affairs,
our protagonist tries his best to deal with his fractured
family’s lingering grief. 137 minutes. R. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio)

Moana
Dwayne Johnson and Auli’i Cravalho provide the voices for
this Polynesian fantasy story which comes to us courtesy
of the animators at Disney. The titular Moana is a
headstrong young girl who uses her navigational skills to
set sail for a fabled island with the help of a legendary (if
somewhat past his prime) demigod named Maui. This
charming, fun musical cartoon harkens back to the glory
days of The Little Mermaid. Reviewed in v25 i48. 113
minutes. PG. (Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Grande 12
Albuquerque IMAX, Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Nocturnal Animals
Noted fashion designer Tom Ford writes and directs his
second film (after 2009’s understated A Single Man).
There’s definitely a lot of style on display in this
convoluted story (based on the novel by Austin Wright)
about an art gallery owner (Amy Adams) haunted by her
possibly violent ex-husband (Jake Gyllenhaal). Seems,
after all these years apart, he’s written a “fictional” novel
in which a peaceful husband (also Jake Gyllenhaal) seeks
bloody revenge for the rape and murder of his wife (Isla
Fisher). Our real-life art gallery owner takes the narrative
as a threat, but is there something else bubbling under
the novel’s symbolic surface? It’s a gorgeously mean-
spirited thriller, but rather difficult to fully unpack and
slightly undercut by the fact that most of it involves
reading a book. 116 minutes. R. (Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Century Rio)

Office Christmas Party
When his uptight CEO sister (Jennifer Aniston) decides to
shut down the company on the eve of the holidays, a
branch manager (T.J. Miller) decides to throw one last
epic Christmas rager in order to woo some big-money
clients. Jason Bateman, Olivia Munn, Kate McKinnon,
Courtney B. Vance and Rob Corddry round out the cast of
this crude, drunken, full frontal nudity-filled romp. 105
minutes. R. (Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Flix
Brewhouse, Grande 12 Albuquerque IMAX, Century Rio,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story
Lucky (and talented) bastard Gareth Edwards (Monsters,
Godzilla) gets to direct this prequel to the original Star
Wars: Episode IV—A New Hope. Felicity Jones (The Theory
of Everything) stars as a particularly rebellious rebel
tasked with helping a ragtag squad of freedom fighters
liberate the plans to the Death Star—thereby setting up
the plot mechanics of the original 1977 film. Diego Luna,
Alan Tudyk, Donnie Yen, Mads Mikkelsen, Forest Whitaker
and Jimmy Smits (Bail Organa in the house!) round out
the cast. 133 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Grande 12 Albuquerque
IMAX, Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque)

FILM | CAPSULES

Witherspoon, Seth MacFarlane, Scarlett Johansson and
Taron Egerton are among the cast. 108 minutes. PG.
(Opens Tuesday 12/20 at Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Grande 12 Albuquerque IMAX, Century Rio, Century 14
Downtown, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Why Him?
Jonah Hill helped out on the story for this foul-mouthed
comedy starring his pal James Franco. Franco plays an
internet billionaire who’s about to pop the question to his
girlfriend over the holidays. Unfortunately, her dad (Bryan
Cranston) takes an instant dislike to the crass,
inappropriate man-boy, setting off a war between the
menfolk. 111 minutes. R. (Opens Thursday 12/22 at
Century 14 Downtown, Flix Brewhouse, Century Rio,
Grande 12 Albuquerque IMAX, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

STILL PLAYING
Across the Universe
Arty director Julie Taymor (Frida, Titus and that damn Lion
King on Broadway) turns a bunch of Beatles songs into a
long-form music video with a romantic story. Didn’t the
Beatles already receive this treatment with Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band? Well, at least this one doesn’t
star the Bee Gees. There are lots and lots of surreal
images and a naive story about star-crossed hippie lovers
Lucy (Evan Rachel Wood) and Jude (Jim Sturgess). No
points are awarded for guessing which songs they get to
sing. 133 minutes. PG-13. (Guild Cinema)

Arrival
Denis Villeneuve (best known for such hard-hitting crime
films as Prisoners and Sicario) directs this sci-fi mystery
in which a humble linguist (Amy Adams) is recruited by
the military to figure out what a bunch of strange alien
devices are trying to tell us. This is thoughtful, smartly
assembled speculation, laced with fear, tension and a
major sense of discovery. 116 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio)

Collateral Beauty
When his young daughter dies, a successful New York
advertising executive (Will Smith) retreats from life. While
concerned friends and coworkers try to help him, he
seeks answers by writing a series of letters to Love, Time
and Death. Unexpectedly, the universe starts giving him
direct, personal responses (courtesy of a ridiculous and
rather cruel plot device). Edward Norton, Kate Winslet,
Helen Mirren, Naomie Harris and Keira Knightley crowd
the cast of this all-star grief-porn weepie—which is clearly
expecting a lot of Best Actor nominations for all the
serious, self-important tearjerking it offers. 97 minutes.
PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Grande 12 Albuquerque IMAX, Century Rio, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Doctor Strange
Marvel finally unleashes the magic on screen with its first
mystical superhero. Benedict Cumberbatch stars as an
egotistical surgeon who loses the use of his hands in an
accident and embarks on a journey of healing—only to
wind up as the apprentice to a magical superbeing (Tilda
Swinton, natch) in Nepal. The trippy visuals and
unpredictable storyline prove these Marvel superhero
movies still have plenty of originality in store for
audiences. 115 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find
Them 
J.K. Rowling revisits the pre-Harry Potter world of Harry
Potter with this 1920s-set prequel in which wizardly writer
Newt Scamander (Eddie Redmayne) heads to New York
City and accidentally loses a suitcase full of magical
monsters. David Yates (who gave us Order of the Phoenix,
Half-Blood Prince and Deathly Hallows) directs. Colin
Farrell, Zoë Kravitz, Samantha Morton, Jon Voight and
Johnny Depp costar. Expect four more of these before
we’re done. 133 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

OPENING THIS WEEK
Assassin’s Creed
The popular video game series gets a cinematic
adaptation with Michael Fassbender (X-Men: First Class)
as a dude who uses some fantastic technology to time
travel (more or less) back along his ancestor’s “genetic
memories” and finds himself jumping off rooftops and
stabbing people in the back as an assassin in 15th
century Spain. This gives him the knowledge and skills to
battle the still-active—and still-evil—Templar organization
in present day. 108 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Tuesday
12/20 at Century 14 Downtown, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Century Rio, Grande 12 Albuquerque IMAX, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque)

Blade Runner: The Final Cut
Check out Ridley Scott’s “final” tinkering with his seminal
1982 sci-fi flick. (Semantic appearances to the contrary,
he didn’t actually have anything to do with the 1992
“Director’s Cut.”) Whether or not the few new edits and
additions result in a tighter overall theme are irrelevant.
This is still one of the finest science fiction films ever
made and an absolute privilege to see digitally restored.
Double-featured with The City of Lost Chidren. 117
minutes. R. (Opens Monday 12/26 at Guild Cinema)

The City of Lost Children
Visionary filmmakers Jean-Pierre Jeunet and Marc Caro
delivered this dark fantasy/sci-fi masterpiece back in
1995. In it, a malevolent mad scientist kidnaps children
and steals their dreams. In French with English subtitles.
Double-featured with Blade Runner: The Final Cut. 112
minutes. Unrated. (Opens Monday 12/26 at Guild
Cinema)

Dangal
This Indian drama relates the inspirational true story of
Mahavir Singh Phogat, who trained his two daughters,
Geeta and Babita, to become world-class wrestlers. In
Hindi with English subtitles. 161 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Wednesday 12/21 at Century 14 Downtown)

Fences
Denzel Washington directs and stars in this rich,
performance-driven adaptation of August Wilson’s
Pulitzer- and Tony-winning play. Washington headlines as
a former baseball player trying to raise his family while
struggling with race relations in 1950s Pittsburgh. Viola
Davis plays his wife, matching Washington’s engrossing
performance, beat for beat. 138 minutes. PG-13. (Opens
Saturday 12/24 at Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Jackie
Reviewed this issue. 100 minutes. R. (Opens Tuesday
12/20 at Century 14 Downtown)

La La Land
From director Damien Chazelle (Whiplash) comes this
unabashedly, unironically antiquated, Busby Berkeley-
style song-and-dance musical. Emma Stone and Ryan
Gosling star as a wannabe actress and an unsuccessful
jazz musician dreaming of stardom in cynical, modern-
day Hollywood. Amid their will-they-or-won’t-they
romance, our two main characters engage in a string of
lovingly assembled musical numbers on the streets of LA.
The luminous, Technicolor Era cinematography is gorgeous
and the mood is infectious. But the story seems like
small potatoes. La La Land will win a lot of fans for its
sheer nostalgic novelty, but it just doesn’t stack up to the
classic MGM musicals it so slavishly references. Reviewed
in v25 i50. 128 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Sunday 12/25
at Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio)

Lion
Adapted from Saroo Brierley’s autobiographical book A
Long Way Home, this tear-jerking/inspirational drama
relates the life story of a 5-year-old Indian boy who gets
lost on the streets of Calcutta, thousands of miles from
home. Eventually, he is a adopted by a kindly Australian
couple. Some 25 years later, he returns to India to sort
out his confusing past and mixed identity. Dev Patel
(Slumdog Millionaire, The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel)
stars alongside Nicole Kidman, David Wenham and
Rooney Mara. 118 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Saturday
12/24 at Century 14 Downtown)

Passengers
Two passengers on an interstellar ship carrying people to
a distant planet for colonization find themselves
unexpectedly awakened from suspended animation—90
years too early. Can they figure out what is causing the
malfunction, and can they fix it in time? Also, is it
possible they can fall in love with one another amid the
crisis? Chris Pratt and Jennifer Lawrence star in this sci-fi
mystery/romance that squanders a rich setting by more-
or-less refusing to deal with the questionable moral twist
at the center of it all. 116 minutes. PG-13. (Opens
Tuesday 12/20 at Century 14 Downtown, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Flix Brewhouse, Century Rio, Grande 12
Albuquerque IMAX, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Sing
The French animation company behind the Despicable
Me films offers up this tune-filled toon. When a fast-
talking, showbiz-loving koala finds his once-glorious
theater threatened with foreclosure, he comes up with the
idea of hosting an amateur singing competition. Although
“American Idol” would seem like slight inspiration for a
family film, the script conjures up quite a bit of sympathy
for its anthropomorphic pigs, hedgehogs, gorillas and
mice. Amid the comedy hijinks and the rather impressive
songs, we get a lot of compelling backstory, telling us
what brings each of these animalistic contestants to this
particular grab at glory. Matthew McConaughey, Reese

Assassin’s Creed
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CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
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Lion Sat 7:00; Sun-Thu 10:45am, 1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 10:50
La La Land Sat 5:00, 8:00; Sun-Thu 10:05am, 1:05, 4:05, 7:05,

10:05
Fences Sat 5:00, 8:10; Sun-Thu 9:45am, 12:55, 4:05, 7:15, 10:25
Jackie Fri 11:45am, 2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45; Sat 11:45am, 2:15,

4:45, 7:15; Sun-Thu 11:45am, 2:15, 4:45, 7:25, 9:55
Dangal Fri 12:15, 3:35, 6:55, 10:20; Sat 12:15, 3:35; Sun-Thu

10:00
Why Him? Fri 11:30am, 2:15, 5:00, 7:45, 10:40; Sat 11:30am,

2:15, 5:00, 7:45; Sun-Thu 11:30am, 2:15, 5:00, 7:45, 10:40; 
Sing 3D Fri 1:50, 9:50; Sat 1:50, 4:30; Sun-Thu 1:50, 9:50
Sing Fri 11:05am, 4:30, 7:10; Sat 11:05am, 7:10; Sun-Thu

11:05am, 4:30, 7:10
Passengers 3D Fri 12:30, 3:20, 6:10, 9:00; Sat 12:30, 3:20,

6:10; Sun-Thu 12:30, 3:20, 6:10, 9:00
Passengers Fri 10:50am, 1:55, 4:45, 7:35, 10:25; Sat

10:50am, 1:55, 4:45, 7:35 Sun-Thu 10:50am, 1:55, 4:45,
7:35, 10:30

Assassin’s Creed 3D Fri 2:10, 10:35; Sat 2:10, 4:55; Sun-Thu
2:10, 10:35

Assassin’s Creed Fri 11:25am, 4:55, 7:40; Sat 11:25am, 7:40;
Sun-Thu 11:25am, 4:55, 7:40

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story 3D Fri 1:40, 5:00, 8:20; Sat
1:40, 5:00; Sun-Thu 1:40, 5:00, 8:20

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story Fri 9:30am, 10:20am, 11:10am,
12:45, 2:30, 4:10, 5:50, 7:30, 9:10, 10:50; Sat 9:30am,
10:20am, 11:10am, 12:45, 2:30, 4:10, 5:50, 7:30; Sun-Thu
9:30am, 10:20am, 11:10am, 12:45, 2:30, 4:10, 5:50, 7:30,
9:10, 10:50

Collateral Beauty Fri 11:50am, 2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 10:00; Sat-Thu
11:50am, 2:20, 4:50, 7:20

Manchester By the Sea Fri 9:45am, 12:50, 3:55, 7:00, 10:15;
Sat 9:45am, 12:50, 3:55, 7:00; Sun-Thu 7:00, 10:15

Moana Fri 10:45am, 1:35, 4:20, 7:05, 9:55; Sat 10:45am,
1:35; Sun-Thu 10:35am, 1:20, 4:05

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them Fri 10:10am, 1:15,
4:20, 7:25, 10:30; Sat 10:10am, 1:15

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 1 (800) 326-3264

La La Land Sat 5:00; Sun-Thu 12:50, 4:10, 7:30, 10:45
Fences Sat 5:00; Sun-Thu 12:10, 3:40, 7:10, 10:40
Passengers 3D Fri 11:45am, 4:25, 5:55, 10:35; Sat 11:45am,

4:25, 5:55; Sun-Thu 11:45am, 4:25, 5:55, 10:35
Passengers Fri 10:15am, 1:20, 2:50, 7:30. 9:00, 12:01am; Sat

10:15am, 1:20, 2:50, 7:30; Sun-Thu 10:15am, 1:20, 2:50,
7:30. 9:00

Why Him? Fri 10:40am, 1:40, 4:40, 7:40, 10:40; Sat 10:40am,
1:40, 4:40, 7:40; Sun-Thu 0:40am, 1:40, 4:40, 7:40, 10:40

Sing Fri 10:10, 1:10, 4;10, 7:10, 10:10; Sat 10:10, 1:10, 4;10,
7:10; Sun-Thu 0:10, 1:10, 4;10, 7:10, 10:10

Sing 3D Tue 8:30; Wed-Thu 11:40am, 2:40, 5:40, 8:40
Assassin’s Creed 3D Fri 4:10, 7:45, 10:20; Sat 4:10, 7:45; Sun-

Thu 4:10, 7:45, 10:20
Assassin’s Creed Fri 10:00am, 12:30, 1:05, 7:15, 10:45; Sat

10:00am, 12:30, 1:05, 7:15; Sun-Thu 10:00am, 12:30, 1:05,
7:15, 10:45

Collateral Beauty Fri 10:50am, 1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 10:10; Sat
10:50am, 1:40, 4:30, 7:20; Sun-Thu 10:50am, 1:40, 4:30,
7:20, 10:10 

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story 3D Fri 12:00, 4:00, 6:30, 10:30;
Sat 12:00, 4:00, 6:30; Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:00, 6:30, 10:30

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story Fri 9:30am, 10:20am, 11:10am,
12:45, 1:35, 2:25, 3:15, 4:50, 5:40, 7:15. 8:05, 8:50, 9:45,
11:30, 12:01am; Sat 9:30am, 10:20am, 11:10am, 12:45,
1:35, 2:25, 3:15, 4:50, 5:40, 7:15. 8:05; Sun-Thu 9:30am,
10:20am, 11:10am, 12:45, 1:35, 2:25, 3:15, 4:50, 5:40,
7:15. 8:05, 8:50, 9:45

Nocturnal Animals Fri-Sat 1:05
Manchester by the Sea Fri 12:20, 3:40, 7:05; Sat 12:20
Office Christmas Party Fri 11:00am, 1:55, 4:50, 7:45, 10:40;

Sat 11:00am, 1:55, 4:50, 7:45; Sun-Thu 11:00am, 1:55,
4:50, 7:45, 10:40

Moana Fri-Sat 9:45am, 12:50, 3:55, 7:00; Sun 12:50, 3:55,
7:00; Mon-Thu 9:45, 12:50, 3:55, 7:00

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them Fri 3:50, 7:10,
10:30; Sat 12:30, 3:50, 7:10

Arrival Fri 9:55am, 4:15, 10:45; Sat 9:55am
Doctor Strange Fri 10:05; Sun-Thu 10:05

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • 897-6858

Please check alibi.com/filmtimes for films and times.

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

Why Him? Fri 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00; Sat 12:00, 3:00, 6:00;
Sun-Thu 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00

Sing Fri 10:00am, 10:30am, 11:15am, 1:30, 2:15, 4:30, 5:15,
8:15; Sat 0:00am, 10:30am, 11:15am, 1:30, 2:15, 4:30,
5:15, 8:00; Sun-Thu 10:00am, 10:30am, 11:15am, 1:30,
2:15, 4:30, 5:15, 8:15

Passengers Fri 12:30, 3:45, 7:00, 10:00; Sat 12:30, 3:45, 7:00;
Sun-Thu 12:30, 3:45, 7:00, 10:00

Collateral Beauty Fri 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 9:00; Sat-Thu 12:15,
3:15, 6:15; Sun 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 9:00

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story Fri 10:00am, 11:00am, 1:30,
2:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30, 9:15, 10:00, 10:45; Sat 10:00am,
11:00am, 1:30, 2:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30; Sun-Thu 11:00am,
1:30, 2:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30, 9:15, 10:00, 10:45

Office Christmas Party Fri 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30; Sat 1:30,
4:30, 7:30; Mon-Thu 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30

GRANDE 12 ALBUQUERQUE IMAX
3810 Las Estancias SW • 

Passengers 3D Fri-Sat 11:00am, 4:35, 7:25; Sun 4:35, 7:25;
Mon-Thu 11:00am, 4:35, 7:25

Passengers Fri 1:45, 10:05; Sat 1:45; Sun-Thu 1:45, 10:05
Assassin’s Creed 3D Fri 1:50, 10:15; Sat 1:50; Sun-Thu 1:50,

10:15
Assassin’s Creed Fri-Sat 11:00am, 4:35, 7:20; Sun 4:35, 7:20;

Mon-Thu 11:00am, 4:35, 7:20
Why Him? Fri 11:10am, 1:55, 4:40, 7:25, 10:10; Sat 1:10am,

1:55, 4:40, 7:25; Sun 1:55, 4:40, 7:25, 10:10; Mon-Thu
11:10am, 1:55, 4:40, 7:25, 10:10

Sing 3D Fri-Sat 12:00, 5:20; Sun 5:20; Mon-Thu 12:00, 5:20
Sing Fri 11:00am, 1:40, 2:40, 4:20, 7:00, 8:00, 9:40; Sat 11:00am,

1:40, 2:40, 4:20, 7:00; Sun 1:40, 2:40, 4:20, 7:00, 8:00, 9:40;
Mon-Thu 11:00am, 1:40, 2:40, 4:20, 7:00, 8:00, 9:40

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story—An IMAX 3D Experience Fri
1:00, 4:05, 7:10, 10:15; Sat 1:00, 4:05, 7:10; Sun-Thu 1:00,
4:05, 7:10, 10:15

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story 3D Fri-Sat 12:00, 3:05; Sun
3:05; Mon-Thu 12:00, 3:05

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story Fri 11:00am, 2:05, 5:10, 6:10,
8:15, 9:15; Sat 12:00, 2:20, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40; Sun 2:05,
5:10, 6:10, 8:15, 9:15’ Mon-Thu 11:00am, 2:05, 5:10, 6:10,
8:15, 9:15

Collateral Beauty Fri 12:00, 2:20, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40; Sat 12:00,
2:20, 4:50, 7:15; Sun 2:20, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40 Mon-Thu 12:00,
2:20, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40

Office Christmas Party Fri 11:00am, 1:30, 4:05, 7:00, 10:00;
Sat 11:00am, 1:30, 4:05, 7:00; Sun 11:00am, 1:30, 4:05,
7:00,; Mon-Thu 11:00am, 1:30, 4:05, 7:00, 10:00

Moana Fri 11:00am, 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:15; Sat 11:00am,
1:50, 4:40, 7:30; Sun 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:15; Mon-Thu
11:00am, 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:15

GUILD CINEMA
3405 Central NE • 255-1848

Imagine: John Lennon Fri 3:15, 8:15
Across the Universe Fri 5:30
Blade Runner: The Final Cut Mon-Thu 3:30, 8:30
The City of Lost Children Mon-Thu 6:00

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • 275-0038

Please check alibi.com/filmtimes for films and times.

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

Why Him? Fri 10:30am, 1:05, 3:40, 6:15, 8:50, 11:25; Sat
10:30am, 1:05, 3:40, 6:15; Sun-Thu 10:30am, 1:05, 3:40,
6:15, 8:50, 11:25

Passengers Fri 11:00am, 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40; Sat 11:00am,
1:40, 4:20, 7:00; Sun-Thu 11:00am, 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40

Assassin’s Creed Fri 10:30am, 1:05, 3:40, 6:15, 8:50, 9:20,
11:25; Sat 10:30am, 1:05, 3:40, 6:15; Sun-Thu 10:30am,
1:05, 3:40, 6:15, 8:50, 9:20, 11:25

Sing Fri 10:30am, 11:30am, 12:55, 2:00, 2:30, 4:30, 5:00, 5:50,
7:00, 7:30, 9:30; Sat-Tue 10:30am, 11:30am, 12:55, 2:00,
2:30, 4:30, 5:00, 5:50, 7:00, 7:30; Wed-Thu 10:30am,
11:30am, 12:55, 2:00, 2:30, 4:30, 5:00, 5:50, 7:00, 7:30, 9:30

Collateral Beauty Fri-Thu1:00, 3:20, 5:40, 8:00
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story 3D Fri 10:20; Sun-Thu 10:20
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story Fri 10:30am, 11:00am,

11:30am, 1:30, 2:00, 4:30, 5:00, 7:30, 8:00, 10:00, 10:30,
11:00; Sat 10:30am, 11:00am, 11:30am, 1:30, 2:00, 4:30,
5:00, 7:30; Sun-Thu 0am, 11:30am, 1:30, 2:00, 4:30, 5:00,
7:30, 8:00, 10:00, 10:30, 11:00

Office Christmas Party Fri 10:30am, 3:25, 8:20, 10:45; Sat
10:30, 3:25; Sun-Thu 10:30am, 3:25, 8:20, 10:45

Moana Fri-Thu 11:00am, 1:35, 4:10, 6:45; Sat

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 1 (800) Fandango, express # 1194

The Accountant Fri 12:10, 3:30, 6:50, 10:00; Sat 12:10, 3:30,

6:50; Sun-Thu 12:10, 3:30, 6:50, 10:00
Bleed For This Fri 11:50am, 3:20, 6:40, 9:40; Sat 11:50am,

3:20, 6:40; Sun-Thu 11:50am, 3:20, 6:40, 9:40
Inferno Fri 12:30, 3:40, 7:00, 10:10; Sat 12:30, 3:40, 7:00;

Sun-Thu 12:30, 3:40, 7:00, 10:10
How the Grinch Stole Christmas Fri 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00;

Sat 12:00, 3:00, 6:00; Sun-Thu 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00
Queen of Katwe Fri-Thu 11:10am, 4:50, 8:00
Tyler Perry’s Boo! A Madea Halloween Fri 11:30am, 2:20, 5:10,

7:50, 10:30; Sat 11:30am, 2:20, 5:10, 7:50; Sun-Thu
11:30am, 2:20, 5:10, 7:50, 10:30

Storks Fri 11:00, 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50; Sat 11:00, 1:40, 4:20,
7:20; Sun-Thu 11:00, 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children Fri 11:40am,
3:10, 6:20, 9:30; Sat 11:40am, 3:10, 6:20; Sun-Thu
11:40am, 3:10, 6:20, 9:30

The Secret Life of Pets Fri-Thu 2:10

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 1 (800) Fandango, express # 1247

Queen of Katwe Fri-Thu 12:20, 6:50
How the Grinch Stole Christmas Fri 11:20am, 2:05, 4:50, 7:30,

10:20; Sat 11:20am, 2:05, 4:50, 7:30; Sun-Thu 11:20am,
2:05, 4:50, 7:30, 10:20

Inferno Fri 12:00, 3:10, 7:00, 10:10; Sat 12:00, 3:10, 7:00;
Sun-Thu 12:00, 3:10, 7:00, 10:10

Bleed For This Fri 12:30, 4:00, 7:20, 10:15; Sat 12:30, 4:00,
7:20; Sun-Thu 12:30, 4:00, 7:20, 10:15

The Accountant Fri 11:40am, 3:00, 6:40, 9:50; Sat 11:40am,
3:00, 6:40; Sun-Thu 11:40am, 3:00, 6:40, 9:50

Tyler Perry’s Boo! A Madea Halloween Fri 11:30am, 2:20, 6:30,
9:30; Sat 11:30am, 2:20, 6:30; Sun-Thu 11:30am, 2:20,
6:30, 9:30

Storks Fri 11:00am, 1:40, 4:10, 7:10, 9:40; Sat 11:00am, 1:40,
4:10, 7:10; Sun-Thu 11:00am, 1:40, 4:10, 7:10, 9:40

Deepwater Horizon Fri 11:10, 2:00, 5:00, 7:40, 10:30; Sat
11:10, 2:00, 5:00, 7:40; Sun-Thu 11:10, 2:00, 5:00, 7:40,
10:30

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children Fri 3:40, 10:00;
Sat 3:40; Sun-Thu 3:40, 10:00

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

Fences Sun-Thu 12:25, 3:55, 7:20, 10:40
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them Fri 12:20, 3:40,

7:10, 10:25; Sat 12:20, 3:40, 7:10; Sun-Thu 12:20, 3:40,
7:10, 10:25

Why Him? Fri-Sat 11:40am, 2:40, 5:40, 8:40; Sun 2:40, 5:40,
8:40; Mon-Thu 11:40am, 2:40, 5:40, 8:40

Sing 3D Fri-Thu 2:30, 8:30
Sing Fri-Sat 11:30am, 12:00, 3:00, 5:30, 6:00, 9:00; Sun

12:00, 3:00, 5:30, 6:00, 9:00; Mon-Thu 11:30am, 12:00,
3:00, 5:30, 6:00, 9:00

Passengers 3D Fri 4:05, 10:15; Sat 4:05; Sun 4:05, 10:15
Passengers Fri-Thu 1:05, 7:10
Assassin’s Creed 3D Fri 3:25, 9:35; Sat 3:15; Sun-Thu 3:25,

9:35
Assassin’s Creed Fri-Thu 12:20, 6:30
Collateral Beauty Fri 11:00am, 1:40, 4:25, 7:10, 9:50; Sat

11:00am, 1:40, 4:25, 7:10; Sun 1:40, 4:25, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-
Thu 11:00am, 1:40, 4:25, 7:10, 9:50

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story 3D Fri-Thu 11:55, 7:00
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story Fri 11:00am, 1:05, 2:30, 3:30,

4:30, 6:05, 8:00, 9:35, 10:30; Sat 11:00am, 1:05, 2:30,
3:30, 4:30, 6:05, 8:00; Sun-Thu 1:00am, 1:05, 2:30, 3:30,
4:30, 6:05, 8:00, 9:35, 10:30

Office Christmas Party Fri 11:00am, 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20;
Sat 11:00am, 1:50, 4:40, 7:30; Sun 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20;
Mon-Thu 11:00am, 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20

Nocturnal Animals Fri 12:20, 3:25, 6:30, 9:45; Sat 12:20, 3:25,
6:30; Sun-Thu 12:20, 3:25, 6:30, 9:45

Moana Fri-Sat 11:00am, 2:00, 3:30, 5:00, 8:00; Sun 2:00,
3:30, 5:00, 8:00; Mon-Thu 11:00am, 2:00, 3:30, 5:00, 8:00 

Doctor Strange Fri 12:20, 3:25, 6:30, 9:45; Sat 12:20, 3:25,
6:30

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

Closed for the semester.

UNM MIDWEEK MOVIES
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-4706

Closed for the semester.

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • 881-2220

Please check alibi.com/filmtimes for films and times.
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Thursday DEC 22 8:00pm Doors

Friday DEC 23 8:00pm Doors

Wednesday JAN 11 8:00pm Doors

Friday DEC 30 8:00pm Doors

Thrusday JAN 5 8:00pm Doors

Thursday DEC 29 8:00pm Doors

Tuesday DEC 27 8:00pm Doors

Saturday DEC 31 8:00pm Doors

TOM WAITS
FOR CHRISTMAS 2

GRUSS VOM KRAMPUS CELEBRATION!
MUSIC IS THE ENEMY
DISTANCES  RAWRR
THE TALKING HOURS

SWEET WEAPONS  CRIME LAB
THE ILL MOTION  WITLESS  

TRANSCENDENCE DANCE PRESENTS
TRANSCEND 2016!

BURN THE DISCO
SYDAFKT PEZZ

SHRK BAIT KARMA

WALLS WITHIN
THE EXTINCTION
DARKEN THE DAY

WAKE OF FIRE

NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH
RED LIGHT CAMERAS
CONCEPTO TAMBOR

FAYUCA
VIBESTRONG BURQUE SOL

Saturday JAN 7 8:00pm Doors
ROMAN'S BIRTHDAY BASH!

SPEEDEALER SUPERGIANT
ROCK JONG IL CRIPPLE

JUS ALLAH  BANDIT LORDZ
BENNY BROWNCOAT  FREDDIE BUNZ  VITALITY

CINEMATICA  ANTHONIUS MONK  KID VERSE
 ANIMALIZTIK  BDUB  HOSTILE TAKEOVER

Wednesday DEC 21 4:00pm Doors

Thursday DEC 29 8:00pm Doors

Wednesday DEC 28 4:00pm Doors

LOW SPIRITS OPEN MIC NIGHT

LOW SPIRITS OPEN MIC NIGHT

Thursday DEC 22 8:00pm Doors

Saturday DEC 31 8:00pm Doors

ERIC MCFADDEN
SMALL TOWN THERAPY

YOUNGSVILLE
BELLEMAH SO SAY WE ALL

NEW YEAR’S EVE!!
MOONSHINE BLIND

THE DESPOTS
Friday JAN 6 8:00pm Doors

KEITH SANCHEZ AND
THE MOON THIEVES
PEOPLE OF THE SUN

BURQUE SOL

THIS
THURSDAY!!!
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MUSIC | IntervIew

Summoning Summon
Local hip-hop artist invokes music, magick and madness

BY GEOFFREY PLANT

A
lbuquerque based hip-hop artist Israel
Summon is a keen, self aware, 38-year-old
skater who produces some of the more

interesting and intelligent beats and lyrics in
Albuquerque. In addition to a discerning ear,
Summon has an impressive ability for finding
meaning and connections through his
perspective as a student of the occult—without
sounding like a crackpot whose last acid trip
never ended. People have been known to go
mad combining Kabbalah, the teachings of the
Golden Dawn, Crowleyism, Christianity,
Buddhism and the poetry of Blake, leaving them
lost in the abyss between neophyte
understanding and the enlightenment of a
master magician.

Not Summon. When the artist explained the
specific track order on his recently released
album, Anumals, with rapid fire numerology, I
couldn’t help but be impressed. Similarly, the
purposeful intensity of a Summon live
performance—complete with incense and
dragon’s blood—not only fairly rocks the house
but casts a spell over listeners in the tradition of
seminal industrial bands Throbbing Gristle and
Psychic TV. Willing members of the audience
might achieve a mystical experience; others
might just get the hell out of the building. That’s
the power of Summon.

As Summon told Weekly Alibi, “People who
have never experienced any sort of ritual freak
out, those who haven’t smelled real
frankincense or myrrh or smelled real dragon’s
blood, find it very overwhelming. Which is
exactly what I’m trying to do. I’m painting
pictures, like Dalí—you think Dalí wanted
everyone to be comfortable with every one of his
paintings? Fuck no, he wanted to create an
uncomfortable environment because discomfort
is anti-lazy. You get people moving, thinking,
painting their own new picture.”
Anumals and Summon’s previous album,
Scapegoat—which was picked up by Sage
Francis’ label Strange Famous—engage the
listener on an arcane intellectual level beyond a
soundtrack for a haunted house. For better or
worse, Summon’s chopped and screwed beats,
eerie samples from nature recordings, cult
movies, Aleister Crowley recordings and the like
place his music in a little-known micro-genre
called “witch hop.” That’s a musical phrase
deliberately coined by two guys from the dark
wave groups Pictureplane and Shams. Like all
neologisms of today it was social media that
spread the over-specific—and ultimately hokey
term—around certain parts of the interwebs,
until it stuck. It’s another way to say “dark,” with
a tablespoon of goth.

I stood outside Deep Space Coffee with
Summon, and we talked before heading inside
for more conversation where a Thomas
Christopher Haag mural gently vibrated behind
Summon as he wrote down some notes on a
purple strip of paper and we settled into a booth.

Weekly Alibi: Are you a native New
Mexican?
Summon: I feel 100 percent local now. The
four years I’ve spent here are the longest I’ve
lived anywhere. I was born in North Bend,
Ore. and I lived in Eugene, Ore. The road has
been my life, I was born on the road; mom and
dad were coming out of the Redwood Forest,
taking acid or something, talking to fairies and
trees and my mom said “I’m having a baby!”
Dad was like, “Yeah, I know.” “My great-
grandma is full-blooded Romanian gypsy; she
was adopted and married into our family. She
used to break glass with her voice and do tarot
cards; she had a weird color to her eyes—the
yellows that my family has in our eyes,
including my daughter, reflect her presence.

Do you keep black books or rhyme books
like some rappers? 
I do but I go through them fairly quickly,
filling every scrap piece of paper in my vicinity
with ideas, numerology notes, rhymes and
interesting or bizarre things my mind seems to
feed on … finally these things manifest as
lyrics. But I’ve [also] got a spell book; I’ve got a
dream book that I’ve been trying to record
mine and my daughter’s dreams in. I have very
lucid dreams that I can remember but
sometimes, you know, I only remember
something.... Mugwort is helpful for
remembering dreams, some Mugwort tea
before sleep; I try not to smoke weed right
before bed. There are more dreams if you don’t
smoke a couple hours before bed. I have an
active mind and weed mellows me out a bit.

You only write lyrics these days, where does
the music come from?
Friends and collectives around the world like
Chuck Chee: He’s a pirate, he’s from
Germany; Wydow is from Spain, he’s very
cool. Anumals is a different kind of thing. It
was inspired by the Parq Central Hotel and
HP Lovecraft and Crowley. I got beats from
Jade Palace which is another collective that
I’m in, and they’re from New York City. The
mixes are all my production. I basically put all
the tracks together, and I make them so they
overlap in one long set and create a story out
of different songs. 

What are your musical and spiritual
influences?
I started off on the West Coast and was
influenced by East Coast music like Jedi Mind
Tricks, and then I moved to the East Coast
and was influenced by Living Legends, Project
Blow and a lot of death metal and psychedelic
music. A lot of my music uses symbols to
portray thoughts. Symbols are a road map to
our existence, and musical vibrations, samples
and words tap into parts of our psyche that
we’ve forgotten about. The energy in our
collective consciousness doesn’t disappear, and

symbols help us tap into the experiences we’ve
had in multiple lifetimes.

How do these beliefs affect your
performances?
I definitely bring ritual to the live format. So I
bring a lot of things like my altar. If a show is
gonna be on Saturday, I’ll bring things for
Saturn and, you know, different symbols and
really create a ritual out of it. Incense, masks,
bells, stones ... different sorts of things and I
take my shoes off, and I just kinda forget
people are there—I’m creating something
that’s very personal to me and bringing it to
everyone for everyone to see.

What’s the Mothership Alumni collective
here in Burque about?
It’s awesome, it’s totally neat. As a collective
we are really taking over as far as getting our
stuff out, getting it into the news, building a
really neat new hip-hop scene that’s more like
going to a festival in the woods with a bunch
of kids high on mushrooms and listening to
EDM. We’re playing a lot of local clubs. Last
night we were at Duel Brewery. A show a

month is usually what I need to do to keep
myself quasi-sane.

How did the Sage Francis record deal come
about?
He’s been, you know, stalking me, and I stalk
him, and we stalk other artists, and we watch
each other. I’ve been doing shows and
throwing shows since 2002, 2003. People say,
“Oh you’re trying to take over shit.” I’m like,
no, I’m trying to stay sane. I need somewhere
to put all of my crazy energy, so Strange
Famous was an obvious outlet. Then the other
thing is that all of my albums are for free or are
for donation at summon.bandcamp.com and so
I just do that. I work really hard on these
albums to give them to you guys because I love
to see people squirm. I love to see reaction,
and I love to see what people do and feel from
my work.

Anything else for our readers, any gigs
coming up?
I’m everywhere and nowhere, but mostly on
the internet right now. Details will reveal
themselves in time. a

Summon ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Calendar | MusiC

THURSDAY DEC 22
THE BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Blue Rose
Revival • variety • 4:30pm • Chris Ravin Showcase • rock ’n’ roll,
R&B • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Leeside • alternative country • 6pm •
FREE

CRAFTROOM Nick Peña • singer-songwriter, rock • 7pm • FREE

DIRTY BOURBON Drake Hayes Band • variety • 9pm • $5

EFFEX Phenox • EBM, synthpop, industrial, goth • 8pm • FREE

FILLING PHILLY’S Michael Hogan • classical guitar • 5pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

HOTEL ANDALUZ Comedy Night • 8pm • FREE

IMBIBE DJ Flo Fader • hip-hop • 2pm • FREE

LOW SPIRITS Eric McFadden • guitar, rock • Queen Delphine •
Small Town Therapy • acoustic • 8pm • See Event Horizon

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Steve Kern • variety • 6pm • FREE

THE RANGE CAFÉ, Bernalillo Open Mic • 7pm

SISTER Leftover Soul • vinyl dance party • 9pm • FREE

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Dos Gatos • blues, Americana,
swing • 8pm • FREE

TRIPLE SEVENS, Isleta Casino Draztik • Karaoke • 9:30pm • FREE

VERNON’S SPEAKEASY Bob Tate • piano, variety • 6pm • FREE

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO The Surf Lords • instrumental surf •
9pm • FREE

LAZY LIZARD GRILL, Cedar Crest Odd Dog • classic rock • 7pm •
FREE

LEMONI LOUNGE Frank’s Jazz Heads • contemporary jazz •
7:30pm • FREE

LOUNGE 54 @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo David & Co. • variety •
9pm • FREE

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Lucy Barna • Americana, folk •
5pm • Westin McDowell • old time jazz • The Shine • 7pm • FREE

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras John Wells • acoustic solo • 1:30pm •
Heartfelt • variety • 6pm • FREE

PONDEROSA BREWING COMPANY Stanlie Kee & Step In • blues,
funk, jazz • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE RANGE CAFÉ, Bernalillo Steve Lawler • rock, variety • 7pm •
ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Flo Fader • vinyl • 7pm • FREE

SISTER Wake Self • hip-hop • The Big Spank • ska • DJ Young
Native • Burque Sol • reggae • DJ Stigmata • 9pm • $10

STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Ladies Night • DJ Andy
Gil • EDM, hip-hop • 9pm • $0-$10

STONE FACE TAVERN Todd Tijerina • blues, roots rock • 8:30pm •
FREE

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Drag Queen Christmas Bingo •
8pm • FREE

VERNON’S SPEAKEASY Lori Michaels • jazz piano, vocals • 7pm •
FREE

SATURDAY DEC 24
IMBIBE DJ Ryan Shea • EDM • 10pm • FREE

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Felix y los Gatos • Americana,
Creole funk, jazz, swing • 7pm • FREE

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Cowboy Scott • country • 1:30pm • Gene
Corbin • Americana • 6pm • FREE

VERNON’S SPEAKEASY Larry Freedman • solo piano • 7pm • FREE

MONDAY DEC 26
IMBIBE Karaoke • 9pm • FREE

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Open Mic Jam Night • Dave and Friends •
7pm

TUESDAY DEC 27
BANDIDO HIDEOUT DJ DraZtiK • Karaoke • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Open Mic •
6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DRAFT STATION Open Mic • 7pm • FREE

FAT SQUIRREL PUB & GRILLE, Rio Rancho Geeks Who Drink •
trivia • 7pm • FREE

IMBIBE College Night • DJ Chil • top 40, dance, variety • 10pm •
FREE

LAUNCHPAD Sweet Weapons • alternative • Crime Lab • The Ill
Motion • pop punk • Witless • 9pm • $5 • See Event Horizon

LIBRARY BAR AND GRILL DJ Bay-Nee • Karaoke • 8:30pm • FREE

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Roger Lewis Band • blues • 6pm • FREE

N’AWLINS MARDI GRAS CAFE Todd Tijerina • acoustic blues,
folk rock • 5pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE RANGE CAFÉ, Bernalillo Ivan Rane • fingerstyle guitar • 7pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 8pm •
FREE

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Delaney Davis • acoustic, folk, soul •
8pm • FREE

WEDNESDAY DEC 28
ALBUQUERQUE BREWING COMPANY Tobyriffic Karaoke Show •
7pm • FREE

THE BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Kingsnake
Revival • rock, blues • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FAT SQUIRREL PUB & GRILLE, Rio Rancho Karaoke • DJ Terra •
Kammo • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LOW SPIRITS Open Mic • 4pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Reverend E • rock • The Vagrants • blues •
6pm • FREE

PI BREWING COMPANY Open Mic Night • 5:30pm • FREE

MUSIC
CALENDAR

Compiled by Megan Reneau and Desiree Garcia. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Dos Gatos • blues,
Americana, swing • 8pm • FREE

*New patients must have diagnosis within the last year. The Doc@RGreenleaf is a contracted employee. 
R. Greenleaf Organics cannot certify patients for the NM Medical Cannabis Program. 

THE DOCTOR IS IN
AT R. GREENLEAF!

NOB HILL LOCATION
4014 Central Ave. SE

Albuquerque, NM 87108

GRANTS LOCATION 
411 W. Santa Fe Ave. Suite 1

Grants, NM 87020

Come visit R. Greenleaf Midtown and recieve a 
free consultation to see if you qualify to become a patient 

in the NM Medical Cannabis Program. The Doc@RGreenleaf
 has ten years of medical cannabis experience. New patients
with a diagnosis are only $99! Renewal patients are only $75! 

Caregiver Cards are only $55!

MIDTOWN LOCATION
4414 Menaul Blvd. NE Suite 1

Albuquerque, NM 87110

WESTSIDE LOCATION
5201 Ouray Rd. NW  Suite E

Albuquerque, NM 87120

NORTH COORS LOCATION 
9421 Coors Blvd. NW Suite C

Albuquerque, NM 87114

(505) 510-1717 • WWW.RGREENLEAF.COM

FRIDAY DEC 23
ALBUQUERQUE BREWING COMPANY John Seusy • acoustic,
variety • 4:30pm • FREE

ALIEN BREW PUB Chile Pi • pop, folk, acoustic • 7:30pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

THE BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Cactus
Slim • rock • The Goat Heads • blues • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DESERT GREENS GOLF COURSE Marty York • singer-songwriter,
acoustic • 5pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Drake Hayes Band • variety • 9pm • $5

DUEL BREWING Drag Queen Trivia • 8pm • FREE • See Event
Horizon

HOTEL ANDALUZ Tracey Whitney • soul, jazz • 7pm • FREE

IMBIBE DJ Rotation • hip-hop, EDM • 2pm • FREE

LAUNCHPAD Music is the Enemy • post punk • Distances •
punk, hardcore • RAWRR! • indie • The Talking Hours • 9pm •
See Event Horizon
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* GET YOUR DREAM SYSTEM TODAY! * Proof of qualifying employment and local banking history required.  Trans-
action amount limited. Other conditions and restrictions apply. Details at store.

AUDIO EXPRESS! Lowest Installed Price In Town! Every Time! Fully installed new product
from a local authorized dealer

Unless otherwise limited, prices are good through Tuesday following publication date. Installed price
offers are for product purchased from Audio Express installed in factory-ready locations. Custom work
at added cost. Kits, antennas and cables additional. Added charges for shop supplies and environmen-
tal disposal where mandated. Illustrations similar. Video pictures may be simulated. Not responsible for
typographic errors. Savings off MSRP or our original sales price, may include install savings.
Intermediate markdowns may have been taken. Details, conditions and restrictions of manufacturer pro-
motional offers at respective websites. Price match applies to new, non-promotional items from autho-
rized sellers; excludes “shopping cart” or other hidden specials. © 2016, Audio Express.

Se habla
Espanol!

FREE LAYAWAY

More Bargains: www.audioexpress.com!

Mid-Town
1105 San Mateo NE

265-8133 Lomas

S
an

 M
at

eo

HOURS
Mon. - Sat.

9 AM - 7 PM
Sunday

Noon - 5 PM

Northwest
9231 Coors NW

899-3584

Paseo del Norte

Coo
rs

Last Minute Gift Suggestions!

$9999
Save $90*

Save More When
We Install It!

$9999
Save $90*

Save More When
We Install It!

$8999
Save $50*

Save More When
We Install It!

CD Deck 
And Speakers!2-Camera

DashCam!

Universal
Auxiliary

Input!

Receiver with Bluetooth plus 
a pair of 6.5” two-way speakers.
All for one really low price!

Swivel cameras record all the 
action. Split screen monitor.

Phone for illustration only. not included.

Connect any audio
device to any FM

receiver. Clear signal.

Keep It A Secret!
Choose A Gift, Take It Home And Wrap It!

We’ll Be Happy To Install It After The Holiday!

$24999
Save $30*

Save More When
We Install It!

$29999
Save $90*

Save More When
We Install It!

$34999
Save $90*

Save More When
We Install It!

Remote Start
From Factory 

Key Fob!

Most Advanced
Laser/Radar
Available!

Your car can be warm in winter, cool
in summer! Complete interface sys-
tems for most makes and models.

Let Them Choose
Exactly What
They Want!

$19999
Save $140*

Save More When
We Install It!

Navigation
In Mirror

Plus
Rear
View
When

Backing!
Heads-up display shows navigation
on 4.3” built-in monitor. Switches to rear view 
when backing. Bluetooth with internal microphone.

FREE

Rear
Camera

$64999
Save $90*

Save More When
We Install It!

“Defender” speed-trap database
plus live warnings. Arrows show
direction of signal. Dual antennas
for true 360-degree protection.

INCLUDES
INSTALL!

From

$199
99

INSTALL
INCLUDED!

Save 66000*

$159
99

Choose The Features You Want In A CD Receiver!

Headrest
Monitors!

One DVD, one view-only.

Big 7”
image!10.1” Video!

Flip-down monitor with DVD player

New 2017 model includes Android
Rapid Charge, dual phone connection.

Bluetooth with audio streaming,
App Direct mode. Steering
wheel control compatible.

Two-Year
Warranty

Select A New 2017 Multimedia Head Unit!

6.2” VGA image link 2 phones.
6.2” image,

wideband for 2 phones.



[28]     WEEKLY ALIBI DECEMBER 22-28, 2016

Baked goodS | cannaBiS neWS By joShua lee

I
f you were wondering about whether or not the
Drug Enforcement Administration is run by a
heartless, shit-eating monster, your question

has finally been answered. DEA Acting
Administrator Chuck Rosenberg announced just
last Wednesday that there would be a teensy tiny
clarification concerning the existing Schedule I
Controlled Substance Act: Just to be clear, all
cannabis extracts are considered illegal,
including cannabidiol (CBD).
In the announcement, titled

“Establishment of a New Drug Code
for Marihuana Extract,” cannabis
extracts—defined as “an extract
containing one or more
cannabinoids that has been derived
from any plant of the genus
Cannabis, other than the separated
resin (whether crude or purified)
obtained from the plant.”—were
given a new identification
number. “This code number will
allow DEA and DEA-registered
entities to track quantities of this
material separately from quantities
of marihuana. This, in turn, will aid
in complying with relevant treaty
provisions.” The DEA says that the
new rules have been put into place to distinguish
between cannabis and its extracts, bringing the
laws within compliance of international drug
treaties which already have separate
classifications. 
The DEA also says that it’s impossible to

separate CBD from trace amounts of other
cannabinoids. However, as they clearly state,
that hardly matters. The statement goes on to
say: “If it were possible to produce from the
cannabis plant an extract that contained only
CBD and no other cannabinoids, such an extract
would fall within the new drug code.” (Italics
added). In other words, they don’t really care
about whether it has other cannabinoids or not.
The drug treaty they refer to is known as the

Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, which
was adopted in 1961, and prohibits the
production and supply of specific narcotics.
What makes this a flimsy argument is that the
Single Convention does allow for drugs that are
under license for specific purposes—you know,
like medical treatment.
If the clarification that CBD is illegal doesn’t

shock you, it’s probably because you don’t know
that although it comes from the cannabis plant,
it’s non-psychoactive and hailed by health
professionals as a miracle treatment for
inflammation, multiple sclerosis, eating disorders,
Crohn’s disease, schizophrenia, epilepsy and
numerous other illnesses that would fill this
article up if I listed them all. These claims have
been tested and peer-reviewed through hundreds
of clinical studies.
You also probably didn’t realize just how

illegal CBD already was (I didn’t). That’s because
producers of the oil have been proudly
“informing” all of us that CBD oil that comes
from industrial hemp plants (defined by the 2014
Federal Farm Bill as cannabis with less than 0.3
percent THC) is completely legal in all 50 states.
In fact, the Hemp Industries Association
responded to the action last Monday, citing the

The Big Screw
The DEA says CBD is illegal

Farm Bill and pointing out that the legal status of
CBD oil extracted from hemp plants is not
changing.
Here’s the problem: CBD has always been

illegal. Despite the Farm Bill’s clear delineation
of the difference between the two forms of the
plant, the Controlled Substance Act was never
changed. That means, federally, it is illegal. The
Farm Bill only allows for exceptions to the
growing ban. Note that the clarification
defines cannabis extract as coming from

“any plant of the genus Cannabis.” And
guess what? Industrial hemp is still a
genus of cannabis.

But when the cannabis industry
reacted last week, the DEA responded
only to the misinformation being
repeated: No, there was no re-
scheduling of CBD. No, there were
no new laws passed. This was just
a way to better track medical
research. In an email to The
Cannabist, DEA
spokesperson Russ Baer said:
“The gist of the issue is that

DEA established a new drug code
for marihuana extracts as a means
to more accurately reflect the

activities of scientific research and provide
more consistent adherence to the requirements
of the Single Convention. We have not changed
any control status with this Federal Register
Notice. Everything remains schedule I, so no
other provisions of the law (registration, security
requirements, research protocols, etc.) change.
Companies will simple [sic] use a new code for
extracts.” 
That could feasibly be true, but it has some

cannabis proponents nervous. Considering the
Food and Drug Administration’s announcement
that they don’t consider CBD to be a dietary
supplement, this could very well be an
implication that the DEA plans to start
enforcing the federal laws that prohibit the
transportation of controlled substances across
state lines. If that’s the case, you can say goodbye
to what could have been a billion dollar industry
when the supplement companies start dealing
with DEA agents.
But whatever the real reason is behind the

modification, it doesn’t change the fact that the
DEA is literally taking a drug away that has
improved the lives of thousands of people,
including children who suffer from seizures and
have no other medical recourse. That spells
“assholes” no matter how you rearrange the
letters.
The good news: If you are a medical cannabis

patient, you are protected by the Rohrabacher–
Farr medical marijuana amendment, which
prevents federal law enforcement from
prosecuting legal patients who possess the
chemical. At least until it comes up for renewal
in April of next year.
That being said, it was public dissent and

petitioning that turned the kratom ban around,
and there’s always the possibility that it can
happen again with CBD. If you don’t want to see
this incredible drug taken out of the hands of
patients who need it, you can sign a petition at
whitehouse.gov/itgz8. a

 

 

 for Medical Cannabis Cards 

Are you suffering from symptoms of a 
traumatic experience?  
You may be suffering from PTSD. 

 

 

PTSD EVALUATIONS 

(505) 299-7873 
www.PTSDpsychiatrist.com 

Albuquerque-Area Psychologists On Duty 
 

Zia Health & Wellness Medical Cannabis Program 
5401 Lomas Blvd NE, Ste. C | Albuquerque 87110 

 

FIND REAL GAY MEN NEAR YOU

(505) 268-1111
www.megamates.com   18+

Albuquerque:

Free Code: 
Weekly Alibi
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BUY DIABETIC TEST STRIPS

Cash-Highest $$$$$$ In NM-(505) 203-6806

creationchip.com has a new free app!
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Free Will Astrology | Horoscopes by rob brezsny

ARIES (March 21-April 19):NPR’s Scott Simon
interviewed jazz pianist and songwriter Robert Glasper,
who has created nine albums, won a Grammy and
collaborated with a range of great musicians. Simon
asked him if he had any frustrations—”grand ambitions”
that people discouraged him from pursuing. Glasper said
yes. He’d really like to compose and sing hip-hop rhymes.
But his bandmates just won’t go along with him when he
tries that stuff. I hope that Glasper, who’s an Aries, will
read this horoscope and take heart from what I’m about
to predict: In 2017, you may finally get a “Yes!” from
people who have previously said “No!” to your grand
ambitions.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):Humans have drunk hot
tea for over two millennia. Chinese emperors were
enjoying it as far back as the second century BC. And
yet it wasn’t until the 20th century that anyone
dreamed up the idea of enclosing tea leaves in
convenient one-serving bags to be efficiently brewed. I
foresee you either generating or stumbling upon
comparable breakthroughs in 2017, Taurus. Long-
running traditions or customs will undergo simple but
dramatic transformations that streamline your life.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “What you do is what
counts and not what you had the intention of doing,”
said Pablo Picasso. If I had to choose a single piece of
advice to serve as your steady flame in 2017, it might be
that quote. If you agree, I invite you to conduct this
experiment: On the first day of each month, take a piece
of paper and write down three key promises you’re
making to yourself. Add a brief analysis of how well you
have lived up to those promises in the previous four
weeks. Then describe in strong language how you plan
to better fulfill those promises in the coming four weeks.

CANCER (June 21-July 22):During the campaign for
US President in 1896, Democratic candidate William
Jennings Bryan traveled 18,000 miles as he made
speeches all over the country. But the Republican
candidate, William McKinley, never left his hometown of
Canton, Ohio. He urged people to visit him if they
wanted to hear what he had to say. The strategy
worked. The speeches he delivered from the front porch
of his house drew 750,000 attendees and played an
important role in his election. I recommend a comparable
approach for you in the coming months, Cancerian.
Invoke all your attractive power as you invite interested
parties to come see you and deal with you on your home
turf.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “Poetry is a way of knowledge,
but most poetry tells us what we already know,” writes
poet Charles Simic. I would say the same thing about a
lot of art, theater, film, music and fiction: Too often it
presents well-crafted repetitions of ideas we have heard
before. In my astrological opinion, Leo, 2017 will be a
time when you’ll need to rebel against that limitation.
You will thrive by searching for sources that provide you
with novel information and unique understandings. Simic
says: “The poem I want to write is impossible: a stone
that floats.” I say: Be on the lookout for stones that
float.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):The Economistmagazine
reports that if someone wanted to transport $10 million
in bills, he or she would have to use eight briefcases.
Sadly, after evaluating your astrological omens for
2017, I’ve determined that you won’t ever have a need
for that many. If you find yourself in a situation where
you must carry bundles of money from one place to
another, one suitcase will always be sufficient. But I also
want to note that a sizable stash of cash can fit into a
single suitcase. And it’s not out of the question that such
a scenario could transpire for you in the coming months.
In fact, I foresee a better chance for you to get richer
quicker than I’ve seen in years.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):For a bald eagle in flight,
feathers are crucial in maintaining balance. If it
inadvertently loses a feather on one wing, it will
purposely shed a comparable feather on the other wing.

According to my analysis of the astrological omens, this
strategy has metaphorical meaning for your life in 2017.
Do you want to soar with maximum grace and power?
Would you like to ascend and dive, explore and scout,
with ease and exuberance? Learn from the eagle’s
instinctual wisdom.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In August 2012, a group of
tourists visited the Eldgja volcanic region in Iceland.
After a while, they noticed that a fellow traveler was
missing. Guides organized a search party, which worked
well into the night trying to track down the lost woman.
At 3am, one of the searchers suddenly realized that she
herself was the missing person everyone was looking
for. The misunderstanding had occurred many hours
earlier because she had slipped away to change her
clothes, and no one recognized her in her new garb. This
is a good teaching story for you to meditate on in 2017,
Scorpio. I’d love to see you change so much that you’re
almost unrecognizable. And I’d love to see you help
people go searching for the new you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): In 2017, you will be
at the peak of your ability to forge new alliances and
deepen existing alliances. You’ll have a sixth sense for
cultivating professional connections that can serve your
noble ambitions for years to come. I encourage you to
be alert for new possibilities that might be both useful
for your career and invigorating for your social life. The
words “work” and “fun” will belong together! To achieve
the best results, formulate a clear vision of the
community and support system you want. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):Capricorn writer Edgar
Allan Poe has been an important cultural influence. His
work appears on many “must-read” lists of 19th-century
American literature. But during the time he was alive, his
best-selling book was not his famous poem “The
Raven,” nor his short story “The Gold-Bug,” nor his
novel The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of
Nantucket. Rather, it was The Conchologist’s First Book,
a textbook about mollusk shells, which he didn’t actually
write, but merely translated and edited. If I’m reading the
astrological omens correctly, 2017 will bring events to
help ensure that your fate is different from Poe’s. I see
the coming months as a time when your best talents will
be seen and appreciated better than ever before.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “My goal is to create a
life that I don’t need a vacation from,” says motivational
author Rob Hill Sr. That’s an implausible dream for most
people. But in 2017, it will be less implausible than it has
ever been for you Aquarians. I don’t guarantee that it
will happen. But there is a decent chance you’ll build a
robust foundation for it, and thereby give yourself a
head start that enables you to accomplish it by 2019.
Here’s a tip on how to arouse and cultivate your
motivation: Set an intention to drum up and seek out
benevolent “shocks” that expand your concepts of who
you are and what your life is about.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):The birds known as winter
wrens live in the Puget Sound area of Washington. They
weigh barely half an ounce, and their plain brown
coloring makes their appearance unremarkable. Yet they
are the avian equivalents of the opera star Pavarotti. If
they weighed as much as roosters, their call would be 10
times as strong as the rooster’s cock-a-doodle-doo.
Their melodies are rich and complex; one song may have
more than 300 notes. When in peak form, the birds can
unleash cascades at the rate of 36 notes per second. I
propose that we make the winter wren your spirit animal
in 2017, Pisces. To a casual observer, you may not look
like you can generate so much virtuosity and lyrical
power. But according to my analysis, you can. a

HOMEWORK: SEND ME PREDICTIONS FOR YOUR LIFE IN
2017. WHERE ARE YOU HEADED? GO TO

REALASTROLOGY.COM; CLICK ON “EMAIL ROB.” 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded weekly
audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The audio
horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or 
(900) 950-7700.

3405 CENTRAL NE
guildcinema.com

doorprizes
courtesy of

PRESENTS
Midnight Movie
Madness

GEORGE MILLER'S PREFERRED 
MONOCHROME VERSION!

LIMITED THEATRICAL SCREENINGS!
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD

BLACK & CHROME EDITION

Friday & Saturday,
JAN. 6 & 7 10:30pm
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Handyman Services
7 STAR ELECT-PLUMB-HEAT
www.AlbuquerqueElectricians.net
505-332-8965 / Mike Bell /
Owner Heat, Electric, Plumbing,
Cooling -
mikebell711@yahoo.com

Photographic Services

w
AFFORDABLE PHOTO /
VIDEO

DavidMartinezPhotography.com

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE

Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Education/Instruction
MATH-SCIENCE TUTOR Help
available for math and science
(20yrs exp) If interested call
Mark @ 347-849-0400.

Announcements

w
DONATE VEHICLE LOCALLY
One Community Auto is

now accepting vehicle donations
for local charities (running or
not). You get a higher deduction
and your charity gets more
money. We’re local and your
donation stays local.

www.onecommunityauto.com

Studies
ARE YOU TRYING TO QUIT
SMOKING?We are studying
whether an experimental
treatment can help people quit
smoking. The study involves
answering questions about your
mood, personality, and alcohol
and tobacco use over the phone
and in the laboratory. It consists
of eight different visits over a
period of three months. Eligible
participants will be paid up to
$300 for their time and be given
free nicotine patches. We are
currently seeking regular
smokers who are between the
ages of 18-60 and who want to
quit smoking. If you would like to
participate please call 505-933-

9891 or email 12-
547@mrn.org. Please mention
“Quit Smoking Study”. UNM
HRRC #12-547.
ARE YOU 18 OR OLDER? Live in
NM? Have at least 1 brother or
sister? Research by NCU PhD
student needs your help to
complete an anonymous survey
at www.adultsiblings.com
Questions: call 505-916-0287

w
MRI STUDY 12-18 y.o.
M/F for brain study. $20

per hour. 272-0769 (HRRC #
07-272).

w
MRI STUDY 18-50 y.o.
M/F with history of mental

illness for brain study. $20 per
hour. 948-3230 (HRRC # 13-
637). 

Classified Place your ad: alibi.com
classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 258

Employment

Real Estate
Real Estate

General Real Estate
DEACON PROPERTY SERVICES
Clean, available 1 and 2-
bedroom apartments in great
UNM, Near N. Valley and
Downtown locations! Be a part
of the good life with upgraded

appliances, and lots of
character! See our inventory at
www.deaconpropertyservices.co
m

Houses for Rent
BRUNI/KARR AGENCY Many
fine homes available. All areas,
all price ranges. Call for faxed

Wellness
14-DAY WEIGHT LOSS CLASS
Women’s 14-Day Weight Loss
Program begins January 8,

2016. This program is designed
to reboot your metabolism for
sustainable weight loss.
Challenge your friends and
receive your registration
ABSOLUTELY FREE. Visit

Employment
BILINGUAL SPECIALIST
Bilingual Media, Publications
& Public Relations Specialist
The employee is responsible
for developing, maintaining
and overseeing the NM Asian
Family Center’s website;
developing, maintaining and
overseeing an e-mail listserv;
and designing and producing
informational brochures, flyers,
business cards, video clips,
and promotional materials. Will
perform outreach in the
community, often including bi-
lingual community educational
presentations, presented in
English and Mandarin. Will
assist with the Center’s Mosaic
Voices community group by
coordinating events and
meetings via email, promoting
the group online, and assisting
at all meetings. Must represent
the organization to the public,

the board of directors,
stakeholders and business
partners, when necessary. Must
participate in staff meetings and
provide insight to the director and
document opportunities for
process development and
improvement. Must meet with
partners and participants to
assess and address project
effectiveness. Must gather data on
effectiveness of outreach
campaigns, compile the
information, and generate reports
to the Executive Director and the
Board. Responsible for responding
to requests from the media and
setting up interviews with the
appropriate staff member. 
MATH TEACHER (ALBUQUERQUE,
NM): Teach Math at secondary
school. Bachelors in Math or Math
Edu.+1 yr exp as Math tchr at mid
or high sch. Mail res.: Albuquerque
School of Excellence, 13201
Lomas Blvd NE Albuquerque, NM
87112, Attn: HR, Refer to Ad#HS.

Body & Soul

ELDERLY CARE NEEDED Care
needed for my father “72 yrs
old” we are willing to pay $550
p/w, job seeker must have at
least 1-2 years of experience.
Email me to schedule interview :
larrygood78@gmail.com 
QUALITY SPECIALIST Thomas &
Betts Corporation facilities in
Albuquerque, NM. Interface with
functional departments to
confirm design and processes
conform to design specifications.
Lead the continuous
improvement efforts to maintain
and advance the quality
management system. Position
requires Master’s Degree in
Industrial Engineering or related
field, and 2 years experience in a
manufacturing environment, OR
Bachelor’s Degree in Industrial
Engineering or related field and
5 years experience in a
manufacturing environment.
Experience to include
implementing quality systems or
processes for electrical

manufacturing facilities utilizing
Toyota manufacturing systems
methodology to determine
quality efficiencies;
manufacturing engineering
experience in the Utility industry;
experience with National and
International Standards (e.g.
ISO); and the ability to interpret
requirements. Must have
demonstrated ability to use
proven tools, techniques, and
methodologies to inspect
products, measure process
performance, perform product
verification and validation
testing, and provide feedback
reporting, as required. Send your
resume to Karen McLean, Global
Mobility Immigration Specialist,
12040 Regency Parkway, Cary,
NC. 27518 

Opportunities
OFFICE SUPPORT Aradeli’s
Bilingual Office Support offers a
variety of services. Call for
information. Aradeli Ibarra
(505)730-7940

lists. www.brunikarr.com. No
Fees. 296-0726.

Office Space

Northeast
EAST NOB HILL OFFICE 3 ofcs,
recptn, conf rm. Utils incl.
Upfront pkng. Beautiful
condition! $500. 119 Quincy

NE. 620-4970.

Rooms/Roommates

South Valley
COLLEGE ROOMMATE
WANTED 20 min from
UNM/CNM, $450/month.
Nonsmoking (505)927-6028 

www.360lifestylepro.com/servic
es or contact me at
debpadilla@360lifestylepro.com. 

Licensed Massage
HOLIDAY MASSAGE THERAPY!
Merry Christmas from Innovative

Massage Therapy. We will be
open during the holidays for your
medical & relaxation care. Last
minute Gift Certificates available.
$60 w/ad. Katrina LMT#6855
(505)506-4016
innovative.massagetherapy.com

WHITE HAIRED WOMAN
Where are you? You were wearing jeans, an Indiant belt, a
purple shirt and purple clogs at Smiths on Carlisle, Tues., 5
o’clock. You looked intelligent, gentle, lovely. Me: blue shirt,
striped tie, brown haird, glasses. I’d like to met, if you’re
available. Why not?
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: Smiths on Carlisle on 12/13/2016.

AT THE GROCERY STORE
I was sizing produce and you were buying pistachio nuts, I
think. We exchanged glances and I know you noticed.
I am a Woman. I saw a Man.
Where: Sprouts on 12/18/2016.

SARA, THE GIRL WHO HATES HER NAME
You have the most wonderful eyes/ They are soft yet reveal

great strength, sensual yet compassionate. If the eyes are
truly the window to the soul then your physical radiance can
only be rivaled by your inner beauty.
I am a Woman. I saw a Woman.
Where: everywhere I look on 12/18/2016. 

(FORMER) WALGREENS MAKEUP
COUNTER GIRL, SARAH
I met you while you were working at Walgreens on Indian
school and Wyoming. You were were working the makeup
counter, and I bought a couple drinks and a card for my
parents’ wedding anniversary. You called me a sweetheart
and that I was welcome to go to your checkout anytime. I’ve
actually had a crush on you for some time, and when I finally
got the nerve to ask for your number, it seems you no longer
work there. :( I would like to get in touch, I think we might
really hit it off.
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
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by Matt Jones
Across
1 Pound cake ingredients
5 Like apples ready to bake
10 Torre pendente di ___
(European landmark, to
locals)
14 Short pants?
15 Speed skater ___ Anton
Ohno
16 “SVU” part
17 Diamond’s diametric
opposite on the Mohs scale
18 Former Orange Bowl site
19 Walk back and forth
20 Cut ties with, on social
media
22 I’d be lion if I said it
24 Lane who sang with Xavier
Cugat
25 Title for several Trump
cabinet picks
28 Musical miscellany
31 Indeterminate quantity
32 Corp.’s stock market
debut
33 Nondairy dairy case item
34 Buccaneers’ bay
36 Pack away
37 1040 filers
38 Cheri once of “SNL”
39 Olympic vehicle
40 Find loathsome
41 Clip joint?
42 Like eight
43 Pokemon protagonist
44 Like some trees or tales
45 Like old rawhide bones
47 Pacific salmon variety
49 Cutty ___ (Scotch whisky)
50 Keystone’s place
51 Wendi ___-Covey of “The
Goldbergs”
55 Benjamin Netanyahu’s
nickname
57 Non-literal expression
59 Christmas lights location
60 Menaces to hobbits
61 Bourne of “The Bourne

Ultimatum”
62 It has its points
63 Hotel counts
64 1997 environmental treaty
site
65 “Note to ___ ...”

Down
1 Caesar’s “And you?”
2 “___ Torino” (Clint
Eastwood film)
3 Strange sport?
4 Splenda, mainly
5 “I’m here so I can greet you
... not!”?
6 Declare one’s view
7 It may have a fork
8 Shade caster
9 “You really think zen master
is on my list of attributes?!”?
10 Chrysalides
11 “Birdman” director’s
Beetle, e.g.?
12 “Attack, dog!”
13 Finished off
21 “May ___ excused?”

23 “Lit” binary digit
25 Camera used in extreme
sports
26 Farthest orbital point from
earth
27 Bottom-of-the-line
28 Coffee orders
29 Ciudad Juarez neighbor
30 Item that plays “Soul
Meets Body,” for short?
31 Catch a whiff of
35 “___ of Two Cities”
36 Smooth quality
44 Clue hunter, informally
46 Political org. from 962 to
1806
48 Mr. Kringle
49 “Get outta here!”
51 Soybean soup
52 3/5, for example
53 Avocado shape
54 Soft toy substance
55 Literature Nobelist Dylan
56 Burning anger
58 Box on a calendar
©2017 Jonesin’ Crosswords 

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM BONUS POINTS FOR CARLA

BY RYAN NORTH “Four on the Floor”—putting your order down.
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