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November 25 – December 30
Closed: December 24 & 25

ABQ BioPark Botanic Garden

The City of Albuquerque & New Mexico BioPark Society’s 21st Annual

Presented by

Advance Tickets • Polar Bear Express • FREE Park & Ride
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AnimalHumaneNM.org • 505.938.7938
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Dateline: Turkey
A Turkish university is now offering ufology

classes to help students prepare for contact

with extraterrestrial visitors. A research

center at Akdeniz University in Antalya has

launched “Ufology and Exopolitics” in its

latest curriculum. Tutor of the course Erhan

Kolbaşı told reporters that humanity can

expect to meet aliens from outer space

“within 10 or 15 years.” He hopes to prepare

his students for the coming mass contact he

envisions. The course will reportedly cover a

conspiracy theory claiming that a secret

organization within the US government

known as Majestic 12 (MJ-12) has been

covering up official knowledge of visiting

extraterrestrials to protect national interests.

Kolbaşı, who is also the deputy chair of the

Sirius UFO Space Sciences Research

Center, also makes the claim that a number

of current technologies were discovered

through the reverse engineering of crashed

UFOs, including fiber optics, microchips

and night vision.

Dateline: Canada 
An enraged shopper was filmed telling a

mall Santa he wasn’t real. Last week, a

woman in a Toronto mall confronted a

seasonal employee dressed as Santa Claus to

yell angrily at him. Another shopper caught

the tirade on cell phone. “Do you have a

sleigh? You fucking dickhead? Do you have a

sleigh?” the woman can be heard saying in

the footage, “You’re not magic. You’re not

even real! I heard about it when I was a

young kid! You’re not real, man.” The

witness who filmed the scene reportedly told

the video licensing agency Viral Hog that

Santa kept his cool and refrained from

engaging with the angry shopper. Mall

security eventually escorted the woman

away from the area.

Dateline: Russia
A man posted photos of himself holding an

armed fragmentation grenade moments

before he died. According to local Russian

news stations, a young man removed the pin

from a live hand grenade to take photos of

himself holding the explosive in his car. The

man took a photo of his hand holding the

grenade with the removed pin lying nearby

and sent it to a friend in a text message. The

friend responded, asking if he was okay. “It

depends by what you mean ‘OK,’” he

reportedly replied. Moments later, the

grenade exploded, and the man was dead.

Police are not treating the death as a

suicide, because they say the man had

previously sent several photos of himself

posing with the device to friends, indicating

the incident was an accident. According to

the Russian news service Interfax, the man

believed the grenade was a “lemon” and

expected to be able to replace the pin.

Dateline: India
A man admitted to a hospital for stomach

pains is discovered to have nails, bolts and

hundred of coins in his abdomen. Doctors at

Sanjay Gandhi Hospital in Satna, Madhya

Pradesh, India decided to perform an

endoscopy on Maksud Khan, who had

admitted himself to the hospital for what

was originally thought to be food poisoning.

The procedure reportedly revealed hundreds

of coins, over three pounds of nails, shaving

blades, glass, stones and a six-inch piece of

rusted iron shackle lodged in his abdomen.

Khan reportedly had been complaining of

stomachaches for about three months before

entering the hospital. According to his

doctors, he very nearly died, as some of the

nails had pierced the stomach and were

causing internal bleeding. Over 15 pounds

of foreign material was removed from his

body. Khan’s family members say they were

unaware of his unhealthy eating habits. His

doctors say he worked as a three-wheeler

driver and could have swallowed the coins

he received from customers. It is believed

that Khan suffers from mental illness and

began eating the strange objects after the

onset of depression. He has told doctors that

he will discontinue the practice.

Dateline: China
A bus commuter in China was fined for

altering road markings to make his bus ride

faster. A man in eastern China was fined

around $150 after surveillance video caught

him adding arrows to a turning lane’s road

markings in an attempt to make his daily

commute faster. The footage, which was

released by officials in the city Lianyungang,

Jiangsu province, shows the man carrying a

white paint bucket and brush into the left

turn lane and adding a straight arrow,

indicating that the lane could also be used

by through traffic. According to the Modern

Express, police tracked the man down, and

he admitted to the deed. He allegedly added

the arrow because he had noticed on his

daily bus ride that while traffic in the

straight-only lanes was consistently

congested, the left-turn lane usually had

space. He hoped that by changing the

directional signs, he would make the ride

smoother. In April this year, a driver in

eastern Zhejiang was fined after surveillance

footage captured him making his own

parking space with chalk.  a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news

to josh@alibi.com.
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Welcome, 23rd City Council!
New configuration is probably progressive

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

T
he first meeting of the newly seated 23rd

Albuquerque City Council zipped by in

just 68 minutes on Dec. 4. That quick

convocation included new Mayor Tim Keller

stopping by to introduce some of the key

players in his budding administration.

 Hola!
“It is an honor to stand before you,” Mayor

Keller told the gathered Council, adding “We

look forward to working with each and every

one of you … even when we disagree.” Keller

said he was stopping by the meeting to say

hello and to introduce some of the new faces

around City Hall. Keller noted that at this

point his ensemble is still dealing with things

like setting up emails, computers and phones.

“We ask for patience.” Keller said he and his

staff plan to go through each department to do

a thorough evaluation to make sure the city

has capable people in all positions.

Top Cops
Mayor Keller introduced his interim Chief

of Police Mike Geier and Deputy Chiefs Eric

Garcia, Harold Medina and Rogelio Bañez.

Keller related a little known tidbit about Geier

to the council; he’s also a youth hockey coach

here in Burque! Deputy Chief Garcia will be

quarterbacking the relationship with the

Department of Justice and managing the city’s

end of the court approved settlement

agreement, Keller added. The brass was set to

be sworn in by the time Weekly Alibi went to

press on Tuesday, Dec. 5.

New Municipal Personnel
Keller did not get his core administrative

team approved by the Council, as the

appointments were deferred so some of the

council members could meet one-on-one with

them. Here are a few of the new folks—

brought in by Keller—who will be handling

city business for residents of Duke City, N.M.: 

• Lawrence Rael, a longtime municipal

administrator who has served under three prior

mayors, is the pick for chief operating officer. 

• Sarita Nair will be the first ever female to

serve as Burque’s chief administrative officer.

• Sunalei Stewart is set to be chief of staff.

• Justine Freeman is slated to be deputy

chief of staff.

• Sanjay Bhakta will serve as chief

financial officer.

Several councilors praised Keller for

assembling such a diverse and top-notch team.

All but Rael worked with Keller at the State

Auditor’s office. The appointments will be up

for official approval at the next meeting.

Pass the Gavel
It was an easy-peasy first meeting for the

new Westside City Councilor Cynthia

Borrego. The first meeting of the newly seated

Council includes the ritual of passing of the

gavel as well as the election of officers.

Councilor Isaac Benton was the Council

president and he handed the gavel to

Councilor Ken Sanchez. Councilor Brad

Winter vacated his vice president seat to Don

Harris. Councilor Pat Davis had a tough night:

First, he lost a bid for president to Sanchez,

then Davis lost out to Harris for the veep

position at the table. Trudy Jones elbowed out

Diane Gibson and will chair the budget

committee.

Kudos
Another batch of citizens were appointed

to city boards. Andrea Yost and Mariah

Harrison took spots on the ABQ Volunteers

Advisory Board. Michael Robertson will be on

the Albuquerque Energy Council. Dale Kerby

will serve on the Biological Park Board and

Daniel Majewski was reappointed to the

Greater Albuquerque Bicycling Advisory

Committee.

Public Comment
Less than a dozen people signed up to

speak, with a couple of them getting feisty

over issues facing the new administration. One

commenter said “Let’s make Albuquerque

great,” which prompted a riposte from Council

President Benton, who told the gathered

masses that the republican slogan MAGA

must really mean ‘Make Albuquerque Great

Again.’

One local activist said the city’s streets

need more lights. “The lights are there—just

not on, kinda like the last administration. I am

hoping you can address the darkness,

metaphorically and otherwise, over this city,”

she said.

Another commenter placed a heavy burden

on the Council when he said, “We are at a

crossroads to improve the city for the better;

the whole city is holding its breath while we

make these changes.”

Welcome
Out-going Council President Benton broke

the City Council rule of ‘no hand noises’ when

he allowed a round of applause for new

councilor Cynthia Borrego. The only glitch

was that his acknowledgment came at the end

of the meeting. “My bad, I should have

introduced Councilor Borrego earlier,” he told

everyone in the Council chambers. Borrego

was all class with her response, replying, “We

are going to move forward in a positive way for

the city.” a

Send your comments about the City Council to

carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meeting 

Monday, Dec. 18, 5pm

Vincent E. Griego Chambers 

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Government Center

1 Civic Plaza NW

View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

State Auditors Say NMED Potentially

Lost Millions 
The Office of the State Auditor is questioning the
New Mexico Environment Department’s
settlement policies, asking whether the agency
missed out on millions of dollars in a settlement
with the US Department of Energy. The
settlement in question involved a radiation leak at
the Waste Isolation Power Plant near Carlsbad in
2014 caused by a drum of mispackaged nuclear
waste. As a result of the settlement, the DOE
agreed to fund $74 million in roadwork and
“special environmental projects” for the state of
New Mexico instead of being fined for nuclear
waste management violations. According to the
Santa Fe New Mexican, those fines would have
equaled around $54 million in civil penalties. In a
letter to the state auditor written earlier this year,
the New Mexico Environmental Law Center
requested an investigation into the settlement
agreement, alleging that the DOE avoided paying
fines by agreeing to work on projects it would
have been obligated to complete, anyway. In
response, former Deputy State Auditor Sanjay
Bhakta reportedly wrote to Environment
Secretary Butch Tongate earlier this month,
writing that it was “highly unusual” that NMED
“unnecessarily forgave tens of millions of dollars
in civil penalties related to various waste
management violations and repeated missed
cleanup deadlines” by the DOE. Bhakta
suggested that the department review its policies
regarding settlements.

Report Finds NM Education

Spending Low
According to a recently published national report,
New Mexico’s education funding is around 12
percent lower than it was before the US economic
recession when adjusted for inflation. “A
Punishing Decade for School Funding” was
released at the end of last month by the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, a nonprofit think
tank that analyzes government budget policies.
The report uses inflation-adjusted 2015 data—
the most recent available—of overall state
funding per student, without considering federal
investments. The majority of the nation cut school
funding following the recession, but according to
the report, 29 states had not restored their
educational spending in 2015. The report ranked
New Mexico 15th for funding reductions with 11.7
percent less spending than the 2008 school year,
before the recession began.

Johnson Appointed State Auditor
Last week, Gov. Susana Martinez named
Republican Wayne Johnson as the next state
auditor through 2018. Johnson, who owns a
media production company, is a Bernalillo County
commissioner and former Albuquerque mayoral
candidate. He told the Albuquerque Journal that
he plans to resign his commission seat “at some
point,” but isn’t aware of any laws against holding
both county and state offices simultaneously. He
succeeds Democrat Tim Keller—who resigned
from his appointment as state auditor last week
prior to being sworn in as Albuquerque’s mayor.
Johnson succeeds Keller after running against him
in the Albuquerque mayoral race. Johnson
finished fourth among eight candidates in the
general election. As state auditor, Johnson’s
responsibility is to authorize and perform audits of
state agencies. It’s been reported that Johnson
plans to run for a full term in November 2018,
when voters will elect the next auditor.  a

NEWS CITY BYJOSHUA LEE

City Councilor Ken Sanchez ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY

!
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Marantz A/V receiver clearance

ALBUQUERQUE  6916 Montgomery Blvd. NE 87109 | 296-6978 
Locations also in Denver, Boulder and Colorado Springs
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www.listenup.com

Save $800

MARANTZ SR7011 9.2 CHANNEL 4K A/V RECEIVER  WAS $2,199 $1,399

Equipped with Dolby Atmos, the Marantz 

SR7011 lets you bring home the same 

revolutionary 3D surround sound used in premium movie theaters. 

With 4K Ultra HD 60Hz video, High Dynamic Range, the SR7011 is 

ready for the next generation of 4K Blu-Ray players, set-top  

boxes and other 4K Ultra HD sources. The Marantz SR-7011 features  

110 watts into 9 channels.
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Hitting the Reset Button
City police reform begins now

BY AUGUST MARCH

A
lmost four years ago, the United States

Department of Justice announced

investigative findings as they related to

our local law enforcement agency, an entity

known as the Albuquerque Police

Department. The department, hereafter

known as APD, had been accused of a string

of civil rights violations that resulted in the

unnecessary deaths and deprivations of

Albuquerque citizens, criminals and

innocents.

On April 10, 2014, the office of the

assistant attorney general wrote the mayor of

this town, Richard Berry. Ex Cathedra, the

voice of the letter told a tale that includes the

following language, right up front: “Based on

our investigation, we have reasonable cause

to believe that APD engages in a pattern or

practice of excessive force, including deadly

force, in violation of the Fourth Amendment

and Section 14141 …”

The days that followed the announcement

only seemed to confirm the worst. On April

21, an alleged petty criminal, a teenager

named Mary Hawkes, was killed in an

encounter with patrolman Jeremy Dear. The

controversial shooting kept awareness of

APD’s problems highly visible and in Jan.

2015, the DOJ named Dr. James R. Ginger to

lead and oversee the mandated APD reform

efforts.

It’s easy to forget about all those long-ago

details (heck it’s only been four years folks

and who in the hell remembers what they

were doing that long ago!) and in the

meantime, APD-involved shootings have

declined, even as the homicide rate in town

has risen. It would be keen to believe—

especially during the holiday season when our

culture’s highest hopes center around the

myth of the eternal return—that just less

than three years after that important

appointment, substantive progress has been

made in reestablishing a fair and grounded

institution.

In idealistic terms, the reformed APD

should by now be reformed and regrown,

carefully and kindly bent toward helping

citizens solve a myriad of problems from

murder to domestic disturbances without fear

of further civil rights violations.

But that’s not how it turned out during the

Berry administration. A series of missteps, a

tendency to depend on the deeply entrenched

status quo at APD and stern refusal to act

with contrition has—until recent electoral

developments changed the civic

environment—marked the reform efforts as

chaotic, confusing and ineffective.

The election of a new, progressive

municipal

administration may just

be what APD needs to

regain its crime-

fighting mojo and to

establish itself as an

institution devoted to

serving and protecting

this city.

On Tuesday

morning, Dec. 5,

Michael James Geier

will officially become

Albuquerque’s new

interim police chief.

Geier is a reform-

minded police officer

from inside the local

ranks; Keller intends to

preserve and

strengthen his positive

relationship—which

resulted in an

important election

endorsement—with the

local police and

firefighters unions.

These sorts of positive

relationships, difficult

to maintain in the

realpolitk world of local

governance, bring the

hope for reform into the realm of reality.

Geier brings more than 20 years

experience to a difficult job that has

seemingly grown even more unmanageable

during the last half of this year. Geier’s crime-

fighting and administrative résumés are

impeccable and it is hoped he and his team—

Eric Garcia, Rogelio Banez and Harold John

Medina—can bring some light to a situation

that has been effectively been rendered foggy

by the mists of time.

It was only a couple weeks ago, after all,

that US District Judge Robert Brack struck a

critical but necessary note in the ongoing

reform controversy. In his 17-page opinion,

found that the surreptitious recording of

Ginger’s activities by high ranking APD

officials came close to obstruction, noting

that the decision to tape the DOJ overseer

was, in and of itself “unacceptable.”

It’s clear that certain members of the APD

hierarchy saw Ginger’s efforts to be an

existential threat. Former city attorney Jessica

Hernandez repeatedly expressed frustration

with Ginger regarding the department’s

involvement in the DOJ process, particularly

at meetings where Ginger’s reform efforts

were discussed.

Along the way it seems, Hernandez’

handlers decided, in almost a Trump-like

fashion, that they needed some dirt on the

Responsible Gaming Program

• Free Problem Gambling Treatment

• Educational Presentations

• Behavioral/Mental Health Professionals 
   Conference

Call the Responsible Gaming Coordinator for 
more information:(505) 798-7415
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federal reformer. The institutional belief that

the federal monitor “had an ax to grind” with

regard to his job investigating and holding

accountable a municipal organization that

demonstrated abusive, even murderous,

policies for a number of years is as baffling as

it is ludicrous.

But now the air is clearing. Gorden Eden

is no longer at APD. City Attorney Jessica

Hernandez has gone somewhere else, too.

And our new interim police chief—whom

Keller says can apply to the national level

search for a permanent placement—is an ace.

He’s a guy the mayor says “is committed to

better crime fighting, accountability in APD,

and to restoring trust and community

policing. In the midst of the unacceptable

crime epidemic in our city and the ongoing

need for reform, I’m grateful to share that our

safety will be in the hands of a chief with a

rare combination of qualities.”

Let’s hope that Geier can look past

departmental loyalties, ideological boundaries

and learn from the tragic, bloody and

unkempt past as he pursues Keller’s vision of

community policing and justice for all.

As Judge Brack noted in his admonitions

to the city’s leadership, “Let’s hit the reset

button. … These games aren’t acceptable.

The officers … and the citizens deserve

better.” a

New APD Chief Michael Geier COURTESY OF CABQ.GOV
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If you have the need for speed, Southwest Cyberport has 

you covered. With speeds as fast as 20mb/s and plans 

starting at $43 a month. But at SWCP, we go way beyond 

bandwidth. Our tech experts provide personalized 

service and support from our Albuquerque headquarters 

to thousands of New Mexicans. Call SWCP today for all 

your high speed internet needs.

Experience The Rush 
Of LightSpeed!

New Mexico’s Expert Internet Service Provider since 1994

505-243-SWCP (7927)          SWCP.com
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SATURDAY DEC. 9

SUNDAY DEC. 10

TIME FOR SHOP AND STROLL!

This year’s Nob Hill Shop And Stroll on Thursday, Dec. 7, happens just as
the ART project finishes up and begins rolling beautiful new buses through
the ultra-modern and scenically designed environs created especially to
support the new public transportation initiative. Hopefully this confluence
will result in a bevy of business for local merchants who participate in the
storied event. Construction has taken its toll on retail outlets in the area, but
this should be a great shot in the arm, that is if you go, Albuquerque citizens!
Besides a plethora of shopping opportunities in one of our city’s most
unique urban areas, Shop and Stroll features local music buskers, live
window painting, plenty of holiday-themed food and drink to consume from
5 to 10pm—and the Clan Tynker Circus in performance. Santa Claus also
makes an appearance of course, so hop in your hybrid-conversion-SUV and
head on over for some real seasonal jollity. NOB HILL CENTRAL AVE, 5 TO 10PM
alibi.com/v/5c3j. (August March) a

YOU GO, GAGAN!

Jon Gagan is a New Mexico bassist who spent the early part of his career
gigging in Burque, if memory serves. More clearly, Gagan’s proficiency as a
jazzer with eclectic influences led him to a prolific career as a sideman,
particularly for the group led by German composer Ottmar Liebert. Gagan
has also worked with the likes of Milt Jackson and Eddie Harris, mixing it up
seriously with a host of divergent genres while playing some great music.
Gagan’s work as a composer for symphony orchestra has seen sold out
performances and he’s also released three solo albums. On Thursday, Dec.
7, he’ll be gigging at Outpost Performance Space with an ensemble named
the Jon Gagan Electric Transit Band. Besides Gagan, the sextet
includes Kanoa Kaluhiwa on tenor sax, Bert Dalton on keyboards, Pat
Malone on guitar, and Eddie Garcia and Mark Clark handling sticks and
percussion, respectively. For $15 to $20, this recital should fairly rock.
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE 210 YALE BLVD SE, 7:30PM alibi.com/v/5crp. (August March)
a

THURSDAY DEC. 7

THE SLAM LIVES!

If you’re one of those folks that thought slam poetry has gone the way
of say, the golden age of MTV (video killed the radio star, as it were)
then you should totally be ashamed of yourself. The heady and head-
strong art form is alive and well, it turns out, and it’s headed for
another glorious iteration right here in Dirt City. That’s because on
Saturday, Dec. 9, Outpost Performance Space is hosting the
Albuquerque Women of the World Poetry Slam Championship.
ABQSlams brings together 10 of Burque’s best women slam poets for a
killer engagement in cadence and soliloquy. The winner of this grand
competition will represent our humble burg at the International Women
of the World Poetry Slam to be held March 14-17, 2018 in the
epicenter of all hipness, which is a place called Dallas, Texas.
Admission to this illuminating evening of rhyme and reason is $15 for
students and $20 for the general, poetry-loving public. OUTPOST
PERFORMANCE SPACE 210 YALE BLVD SE, 7:30PM alibi.com/v/57ut. (August March)

a

FRIDAY DEC. 8

DUDE, LASERS ARE
STILL COOL

Lasers are taken for granted these
days. They’re all over the place now—
surgeries, measuring tools, cat toys—and
none of these kids seem to care. In
the ’60s, when they were invented,
lasers were the gosh darn bees knees.
This Friday, Dec 8, Dr. Russell TerBeek
explains what lasers are and how
they’re used—and discusses whether
our portrayal of them in popular culture
is accurate. Teens 13 and up are
invited to join the free discussion
starting at 5pm at ¡Explora! !EXPLORA!
1701 MOUNTAIN RD NW, 5 TO 7PM
alibi.com/v/5deb. (Joshua Lee) a

JOHN GAGON COURTESY OF THE OUTPOST

POP-UP STOCK
UP

’Tis the season to give to those
who you love—and yourself, in our
humble opinion—and you’ll have
the opportunity to this Sunday,
Dec. 10, at Sister Bar for the
Weekly Alibi Record Pop-Up.
Find your favorite local musicians’
and bands’ best merch, CDs,
cassettes, vinyl and more! Browse
the goodies from Asa Martin,
Russian Girlfriends, Austin Morrell,
The Time Wreckers, YOU, Gusher,
Get Action, Orange Whip Records,
Wild Humans, Music is the Enemy
and ALCHEMIE from 2 to 6pm.
SISTER 407 CENTRAL AVE NW, 2 TO 6PM
alibi.com/v/5div. (Rini Grammer) a

LIGHT CANDLES
AND SPIN
DREIDELS

Come enjoy a Hanukkah celebration
and meet members of the Jewish
community at the Hanukkah Fest this
Sunday. There are plenty of Jewish foods
like latkes and rugelach to taste, music
to dance to, and games for children
and adults. Try your hand at some major
league dreidel spinning, if you so dare,
then light the community menorah. A
great opportunity to introduce the kids
to Jewish traditions. Dec. 10, noon to
4pm at the Jewish Community Center.
This event is free and open to all ages.
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF GREATER
ALBUQUERQUE 5520 WYOMING BLVD NE, NOON TO
4PM alibi.com/v/5dv5. (Robin Babb) a

LOVE AND MURDER FOR DUMMIES

A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder tells the story of, you guessed it:
love and murder. Set in the early 20th century, Monty Navarro suddenly finds
himself in line to be Earl of Highhurst. Monty then must navigate love
interests and how to quickly make his way up the line of inheritance in this
musical comedy by Steven Lutvak and Robert L. Freedman. Gentleman’s

Guide won the Tony for Best Musical in 2014, and you can see it this
weekend only at Popejoy Hall starting Thursday, Dec. 7 through Sunday,
Dec. 10. Tickets range from $35 to $80. POPEJOY HALL 203 CORNELL DR NE,
7:30PM alibi.com/v/5afx. (Taylor Grabowsky) a
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THURSDAY DEC 7
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights. Meander
through Albuquerque’s premier holiday light show. 2601 Central
Ave NW. $0-$12. 6-9:30pm. 768-2000. alibi.com/v/5cne.

NOB HILL Nob Hill Shop and Stroll 2017. Interactive activities,
special shopping discounts, holiday decorations and live
music. Central Ave. 5-10pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/5c3j.
See Event Horizon.

FRIDAY DEC 8
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights. 2601 Central
Ave NW. $0-$12. 6-9:30pm. See 12/7 listing.

BIG LOTS, Rio Rancho Noah’s Enchanted Winter Holiday
Attraction. Visit toy land, Tinseltown, Santa’s workshop and take
photos with Mr. Claus himself. Enjoy caroling, games as well as
arts and crafts for the whole family. 1640 Rio Rancho Blvd SW.
$15. 5pm. ALL-AGES! 994-8717. alibi.com/v/5dek.

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Change is Brewing. Write a
letter of gratitude to a woman in your life and enjoy music, art
and more. Funds raised benefit Harwood’s Arts and Social Justice
Apprenticeship Program, and Casa Esperanza. 1800 Fourth Street
NW. 5pm-midnight. 21+. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/5cvj.

KIDS

CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY International Astronomical Search
Collaboration: Find that Asteroid. Teens look at high quality astro-
nomical data, work as a team to make original astronomical discov-
eries and participate in hands-on astronomy and identify asteroids.
6901 Barstow St NE. 4-5pm. 857-8321. alibi.com/v/5cq3.

!EXPLORA! Teen Science Café: Laser Quest. Explore how lasers
work, discuss how well they’re portrayed in some of the movies
and see how lasers are used in everyday life, from medicine
all the way to the military. 1701 Mountain Rd NW. 5-7pm.
13+. 224-8341. alibi.com/v/5deb. See Event Horizon.

SATURDAY DEC 9
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights. 2601 Central
Ave NW. $0-$12. 6-9:30pm. See 12/7 listing.

ALBUQUERQUE CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING Peace Center
Holiday Gala. Live music, dancing and food. Visit the social justice
info tables and bid in the silent auction. 2801 Louisiana NE.
$10-$15. 5-9pm. 268-9557. alibi.com/v/5ch2.

BIG LOTS, Rio Rancho Noah’s Enchanted Winter Holiday
Attraction. 1640 Rio Rancho Blvd SW. $15. 5pm. ALL-AGES!
See 12/8 listing.

!EXPLORA! Hour of Code. Introduction to computer science.
Learn code and increase electronic problem-solving skills. 1701
Mountain Rd NW. $4-$8. 1:30pm. ALL-AGES! 224-8341.
alibi.com/v/5dpq.

PETCO Greyhound Meet ’n’ Greet. Learn about and meet rescued
retired racing Greyhounds that available for fostering or adoption.
3601 Old Airport Rd. NW. 11am-1pm. ALL-AGES! 898-2450.
alibi.com/v/5cj7.

KIDS

ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Family Art
Workshop. Create art with your family. 2000 Mountain Rd NW.
$1-$4. 1-2:30pm. ALL-AGES! 243-7255. alibi.com/v/4tej.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Kids Variety Show. Dance,
music, comedy and theater. 210 Yale Blvd SE. 1pm. ALL-AGES!
268-0044. alibi.com/v/588o.

PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE Santa Claus Visit. The jolly old elf himself
hosts a storytime session and conversation with kids. 5850 Eubank
Blvd NE. 11-11:45am. ALL-AGES! 294-2026. alibi.com/v/5dr0.

LEARN

CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Water in New Mexico. Learn about the
precious resource, water use trends and conservation efforts
including what you can do to help. 6901 Barstow St NE. 1-2pm.
ALL-AGES! 857-8321. alibi.com/v/5crx.

THE CONTAINER STORE Gift Wrapping Demos. Watch and learn
how to wrap gifts for the holiday season. 6600 Menaul Blvd NE.
10am-9pm. ALL-AGES! 596-8030. alibi.com/v/5co8.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Making Change: From Days of
Infamy to Days of Remembrance. Members from the New Mexico
Japanese American Citizens League and the New Mexico Humanities

Council discuss the Japanese American journey. 423 Central Ave
NE. 10:30am-noon. ALL-AGES! 848-1376. alibi.com/v/5crw.

SUNDAY DEC 10
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights. 2601 Central
Ave NW. $0-$12. 6-9:30pm. See 12/7 listing.

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF GREATER ALBUQUERQUE
Hanukkah Fest. Eat a variety of food, join in on the commu-
nity menorah lighting and enjoy activities for the whole family.
5520 Wyoming Blvd NE. Noon-4pm. ALL-AGES! 348-4518.
alibi.com/v/5dv5. See Event Horizon.

LEARN

THE CONTAINER STORE Gift Wrapping Demos. 6600 Menaul
Blvd NE. 10am-9pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/9 listing.

MONDAY DEC 11
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights. 2601 Central
Ave NW. $0-$12. 6-9:30pm. See 12/7 listing.

LOS VOLCANES SENIOR CENTER Veterans Outreach. Veterans learn
about the nuances and complicated details regarding the VA and
state veterans benefits. Bring your DD-214 form. 6500 Los Volcanes
NW. 10am-1pm. 18+. 383-2414. alibi.com/v/5d73.

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Indivisible Nob Hill Weekly Meeting.
Progressive precinct training to energize the community and inject
the state Democratic party with an active and conscientious,
progressive voice. 4310 Central Ave SE. 5:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
350-3323. alibi.com/v/5bth.

TUESDAY DEC 12
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights. 2601 Central
Ave NW. $0-$12. 6-9:30pm. See 12/7 listing.

KIDS

MAIN LIBRARY Storytelling with Mrs. Claus. Storytelling, sing-
a-longs, magic, giveaways and more. 501 Copper Ave NW.
4:30-5:30pm. ALL-AGES! 768-5141. alibi.com/v/5dfk.

LEARN

OSO GRANDE TECHNOLOGIES ABQ Speaks Up. Improve public
speaking and leadership skills by delivering prepared or
impromptu speeches in front of an audience. 725 Sixth Street
NW. $0-$20. 12:30-1:30pm. 18+. 277-8482. alibi.com/v/4yc3.

WEDNESDAY DEC 13
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN River of Lights. 2601 Central
Ave NW. $0-$12. 6-9:30pm. See 12/7 listing.

BARELAS SENIOR CENTER Veterans Outreach. 714 7th. St. SW.
2pm. 18+. See 12/11 LOS VOLCANES SENIOR CENTER listing.

ETTIN GAMES AND HOBBIES Dungeons and Dragons Adventurer’s
League: Encounters. New players and Dungeon Masters welcome.
Great for all ages and experience levels. 8252 Menaul Blvd NE.
$2. 6:30-11pm. 13+. 503-6993. alibi.com/v/5dc8.

PATRICK J. BACA LIBRARY Southwest Area Command Community
Policing Council. Engage in a candid, detailed and meaningful
dialogue with APD. 8081 Central Ave NW. 6-7:30pm.
alibi.com/v/598w.

KIDS

ANDERSON-ABRUZZO ALBUQUERQUE INTERNATIONAL
BALLOON MUSEUM Stories in the Sky: Presents. Stories,
songs, movement and crafts for the youngest explorers. Ideal for
ages up to 6 years old, but all are welcome. 9:30am-noon.
alibi.com/v/5cm8. Also, Music in the Sky. Music, stories and
art for ages 0-3 and their adult companions. 9201 Balloon
Museum Dr NE. Noon-2:30pm. 768-6020. alibi.com/v/5cm9.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY Storytelling with Mrs. Claus.
3904 Isleta Blvd SW. 10:30-11:30am. ALL-AGES! See 12/12
MAIN LIBRARY listing.

LEARN

FATPIPE One Million Cups. Entrepreneurs share how they started
their business and why, how they manage growth, as well as the
opportunities and challenges they’ve faced along the way. 200
Broadway Blvd NE. 9-10am. 13+. alibi.com/v/559g.

TANOAN COUNTRY CLUB NAWBO December meeting. Debbie
Johnson shares her amazing journey of coming to the US and
her work helping homeless and low-income women, survivors of
domestic violence and previously incarcerated women achieve
stable, self-supporting lives. 10801 Academy NE. $25-$28.
11:30am-1pm. 822-0422. alibi.com/v/5d3l.

TONY HILLERMAN LIBRARY Personal Internet Safety Class.
Learn the fundamentals of keeping a computer clean and
updated. This class covers malware, phishing, scams, viruses
and strong passwords. Registration is required. 8205 Apache
NE. 6-7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 291-6264. alibi.com/v/5cs3.

Compiled by Megan Reneau. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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Shop local (Very local)
Alibi’s Last Minute Gift Guide

BY ALIBI STAFF

W
hen it comes right down to it, the laziest
thing you could do is shop right from
your couch, purchasing all your

Christmas presents online and having them
shipped directly to friends’ and loved ones’
front porches. But where’s the personal touch
in that? Plus, it does nothing for the local
economy. Amazon is doing quite well without
your holiday help, thank you. Local stores
impacted by the Great Recession and reeling
from the epic ART construction could really
use your dollars—and best of all, that cash will
stay right here in our local economy.
Ah, but time grows short. Christmas looms
dangerously close on the advent calendar. You
can’t run all over town looking for presents
now. You certainly don’t want to fight the
traffic, the parking lots and the lines at the
malls. Not to worry. Alibi is here to help. Our
eagle-eyed staff has combed the metro area,
hunting up some great local shops just ripe for
the gift giving. Pick your area of town, and you
don’t even have to leave your neighborhood.
Now that’s what you call a Christmas present. 

DowNtowN
by Maggie Grimason

Paradise Club

115 Seventh Street NW
Mon-Sat 11am-7pm, Sun noon-5pm
No website yet, but find them on
Instagram @shopparadiseclub
At Paradise Club’s soft opening in late
November champagne flowed, records played
and fashionable people rifled the well-curated

racks of Albuquerque’s newest vintage shop.
The store, situated in the small commercial
block north of Central Avenue near Corpus
Arts and King’s Tattoo is decked out in a
custom gold glitter floor, featuring hanger after
hanger of finds—classic denim, one-of-a-kind
retro tops, t-shirts, dresses and much more. In
fact, Paradise Club doesn’t stop at wearables—
they’re stocking their shelves with botanical
sundries by the likes of Dryland Wilds and
offerings from Ritual Goods, a small business
offering spell kits and more that just got its
start here in Albuquerque. A small selection of
art prints and zines are hanging out amid the
plants and super sleek furnishings inside the
store, too. If Paradise Club’s opening offers any
indication of things to come, our city is going
to become a lot more well dressed very soon.
Stop in and pick up a few things you aren’t
likely to find anywhere else for your stylish
friends, cool parents and anyone else who
values things local, well-made and modish.

Donovan Discovers

205 Silver Ave. SW, Ste E
Wed 11:30am-4:30pm, 
Sat 11:30am-3:30pm
donovandiscovers.shop
Hometown hero Donovan Smith started his
craft at 9 years old. Now just 14, Smith has
been featured in People Magazine, Huffington

Post and many more outlets, sharing his
family’s story of struggling with homelessness
and turning it all around through creative
power and the help of local nonprofits like the
Supportive Housing Coalition of New Mexico
and St. Martin’s Hospitality Center,
organizations that Smith now kicks back 14
percent of all sales back to. Smith is a teenage
savant when it comes to creating detailed,

super inspired soaps. These soaps take all sorts
of shapes, looking like sweet confections, or
well-loved pop culture icons like Darth Vader
and Yoda ($6 each). Smith has even cooked
up some holiday-inspired soaps—sweet
smelling snow globes holding gingerbread
men, wreaths and snowmen ($6 each or 24 for
$144). Made from a blend of natural
fragrances, oils and goat’s milk, these soaps and
other things, like air fresheners, benefit the
world threefold: Customers are clean and smell
good (obviously), local nonprofits benefit from
every purchase, and Donovan Discovers is one
of those few altruistic businesses that just flat
out deserve patronage. Stop in the shop or
shop online anytime for stocking stuffers for
friends, family, for yourself, for just about
anyone—who doesn’t need soap?

NortH Valley
by Rini Grammer

Gamer’s Anonymous

10200 Corrales Rd. Ste E2
Mon-Sat 10am-8pm, Sun 11am-6pm
garetro.com
Gamer’s Anonymous offers a huge range of
new and used games and consoles for all ages.
First off, they sell RetroN; and for all you
soon-to-be nerds who aren’t aware, this is an
incredible console that gives users the ability
to play old, vintage games from a variety of
other consoles like Nintendo Entertainment
System and the Super NES. The newest
RetroN— RetroN 5—even has an HDMI
connection available. You can grab RetroN 5
here for about $140. If you want to relive your
earlier years, or share some nostalgic time with
your favorite kiddos, We recommend getting a

Playstation 1 which runs for just $20. Games
also run super cheap here, starting at just
under $2.

Vigil’s Beef Jerky

7625 Second Street NW
vigilsbeefjerky.com
If your person of interest is more keen on food
and snacking (hello!) stop by Vigil’s Jerky on
Second Street (or if you’re super desperate,
Vigil Jerky can be found in most convenience
stores). Alongside the U-Haul renting center,
the Vigil family produces a huge variety of
wonderful, tasty, high quality beef jerky. If
you’re saying, “Jerky is jerky, right? How
different can this really be from Flimsy Tims?”
Clearly you haven’t had a wide variety of this
appetizing snack. It’s crispy, flavorful and a
healthy alternative to chips and the like.
Depending on the size of the product you
intend to buy, the Vigil’s goods cost anywhere
from $4 to $36.

Nob Hill
by Robin Babb

Self Serve Sexuality Resource
Center

904 Central Ave. SE
Mon-Thu 10am-7pm, 
Sat 10am-8pm, Sun noon-6pm
selfservetoys.com
Self Serve is Albuquerque’s best sex shop,
period. It’s staffed by sex educators and
founded on principles of inclusivity, sex
positivity and sexual health. Most important
of all, the shop offers a comfortable
atmosphere to shop and learn in. If you want
to get your partner a holiday gift that keeps on
giving, consider a toy like the Divergence

Vigil’s Beef JerkyParadise Club ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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rechargeable vibrator ($120), which has two
small flexible ears, three power settings and
three different vibrating functions. There’s also
plenty of toys for those with different
plumbing, like sleeves and rings that’ll ensure
a good night for both you and your partner.
Check out the Tenga Elasta-Egg Hard Gel
Single ($12.95) or the Right-On Ring
($19.95), a small toy that’ll make a big impact
for both parties. If you want to spice things up
but you have no idea where to start (which is
fine!), consider the expertly curated Spice Up
the Bedroom Set ($47), which includes a
blindfold, bullet vibrator, massage oil, lube and
some other fun toys—or, ask one of the
knowledgeable staff members for a suggestion.

Izzy Martin Menswear

103 Amherst Dr. SE
Mon, Wed-Sat 11am-6pm, 
Sun noon-4pm
izzymartin.com
Do you have a dapper gent (of any gender) in
your life? If so, they’ve probably already
drooled over the merchandise available at
Albuquerque’s favorite menswear store, Izzy
Martin. This independent, locally owned shop
is stocked with the finest men’s clothing
brands like the Italian Astorflex shoes, Billy
Reid clothing, and denim and wool goods from
Pendleton. If you’re looking for a leather belt
or pair of jeans that’ll last your whole life, look
no further than this unassuming little shop.
Their overall aesthetic is that of a
Southwestern gentleman farmer: think
intricately patterned handkerchiefs and slim-
fit khakis. Kinda makes your knees go weak,
right? For your rugged yet refined gift receiver,
consider the Levi’s Indigo Dress Shirt ($128)
or the Billy Reid 5-Pocket Corduroys ($165).
Or perhaps your person is in need of a nice
roll-top backpack for transporting his laptop to

his coworking space—in which case, the
Sandqvist Rolf Waxed Backpack ($207.20,
multiple colors available) is what you need.

the heights
by Taylor Grabowsky

Figments Tea Shoppe & Gallery

8510 Montgomery Blvd. NE, Ste A7
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun noon-5pm
figmentstea.com
For the tea lover or chef in your life, head over
to Figments Tea Shoppe in the shopping
center next to Target. Figments has every tea
you could want and then more. A perfect
blend for this season, Sparkling Sugar Plum—a
black tea with plum bits, plum blossoms and
sparkling sugar crystals, would make a great
gift for young and old. ($3.95/oz.) Or maybe a
nice green tea, like Niagara Peach ($4.61/oz.)
which is sweet peach mixed with jasmine,
which goes well iced. You can also treat your
special someone to tea that comes with a
scone, fruit or yogurt, and a featured dessert.
And you get to choose your own tea (out of
190 options). The cook in your life will enjoy
many of the olive oil or vinegar varieties (they
have 14 and 15 different kinds, respectively).
With flavors that range from sweet
(Huckleberry Dark Balsamic Vinegar) to
savory (Hickory Olive Oil) both at just $15 for
a 250mL bottle, you’ll find the perfect
something that will please and intrigue any
foodie. The knowledgeable and friendly staff
can help you find the perfect present, and
maybe you’ll even find a little something for
yourself.

Kaufman’s West LLC

1660 Eubank Blvd. NE
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm

Sun closed
kaufmanswest.com
This holiday season perhaps the best gift to
give is the gift of safety. There is no better
place to shop than at Kaufman’s West, your
one stop shop for mace, pepper spray and other
self-defense accouterments. Aside from self
defense, Kaufman’s has a large selection of
sunglasses, a wall of hats to choose from,
uniforms, backpacks, knives and handcuffs. For
the adventurous, or maybe just curious person,
you can’t go wrong with an M.R.E. (meals
ready to eat), which is a military grade,
individual meal that contains a main course,
side dish, bread, dessert and a flameless ration
heater for just $15.99.

Westside
by Joshua Lee

Bittersweets Bakery

9401 Golf Course Rd. NW, Ste A 
Tues-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm 
bittersweetsnm.com
The bear has to shovel food into her mouth for
some time before she goes into hibernation.
Packing on pounds during the winter is one of
the ways she protects herself from the terrible
cold. Human beings have to make do with
holiday meals, bone-warming spirits and
pounds of sugar to keep our fragile forms from
potentially freezing solid and shattering into a
billion jagged shards. It’s a real possibility.
Evolutionary biology tells us that eating rich,
shame-riddled treats during the holidays is
absolutely necessary for our survival. That’s an
actual fact that can found somewhere, but the
search would most likely burn some of those
precious winter calories that could be better
spent perusing the masterpieces created at
Bittersweets Bakery. The artisans of this
modest temple to the confectionery make a

multitude of goodies from scratch every day,
and the broad menu (which features vegan
and gluten-free options) guarantees you can
find something for anyone on your shopping
list—brownies and cake pops for the decadent
sensualist, homemade pies and cakes for the
traditionalist. But what Bittersweets is best
known for is their cupcakes. With a different
daily menu sporting a dozen of the most exotic
flavors this side of the Rio Grande, finding the
perfect edible is delightfully painless.

Kiln It

5740 Night Whisper Rd. NW, Ste 290 
Mon-Thur 11am-6pm, Fri 11am-8pm,
Sat 10am-8pm, Sun 11am-5pm
kilnitnm.com
In these days of high-speed solid-state
quantum-computed whatsits and
thingamabobs, sometimes a gift made out of
love with your own two hands can be
especially meaningful. Unfortunately, most of
us weren’t born with a paintbrush in our
hands, and the only thing we can draw is
criticism. As luck would have it, someone was
way ahead of us on this one, and the beautiful
people at Kiln It have set up a space where we
can release our inner da Vinci under the
tutelage of professionals. Decorate a piece of
pre-made pottery or sculpt and fire your own
piece. Slap a mosaic together or go the
traditional route with canvas and paintbrush.
Kiln It also offers “bottle slumping,” a unique
service where guests can bring a glass bottle
from home to have it flattened into a usable
conversation piece for the home. If you have
some time, you can set up an appointment to
create a lifelike replica of a loved one’s face or
hands in a process called “lifecasting.” For the
rest of us, walk-ins are encouraged—good news
if you’re pressed for time, but still want to
appear thoughtful and deep. a

Kaufman’s WestLevi's Indigo Dress Shirt, $128 at Izzy Martin IZZYMARTIN.COM TAYLOR GRABOWSKY
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Naughty and Nice
Duke City Repertory Theatre is back for another
year of everyone’s favorite holiday-inspired
cabaret variety show, the Ugly Sweater Revue.
Ezra Colón and Frank Green host the wild night of
improvisation and formal acts of all stripes, which
include performances by the likes of Amelia
Ampuero, Joanna Furgal and Bryan Lambe. 
Promised to be the “perfect spike in your

December eggnog” this show is not for the little
ones, and not for the faint of heart—translate that
as “It’s going to be a lot of fun.” A total of eight
performances are happening between Thursday,
Dec. 7 and Sunday, Dec. 17, meaning there is
plenty of time to pop over for a show at TLab (110
Gold Ave. SW) and maybe even make room for an
encore. Tickets are $12, and remember, the show
is 18+. Find more details at dukecityrep.com. 

Cheers to Art at Tractor Brewing
Tractor Brewing has long hosted art exhibitions by
talented locals, as well as invited artists to design
one-of-a-kind pint glasses for limited edition
brews. This week, Tractor Brewing in Wells Park
(1800 Fourth Street NW) welcomes Shaelin
Jornigan to its walls. Jornigan, whose work has
been seen recently at Pacific Exhibits, Central
Features Contemporary Art and in the Harwood
Art Center’s Surface: Emerging Artists of New
Mexico, makes abstract paintings that fill the
canvas with color and movement. Catch her work
at Tractor all throughout the month (and while
you’re there, have a glass of the barrel aged
chocolate imperial stout in a glass designed by
Jornigan herself) or pop in for the formal opening
between 5 and 10pm on Friday, Dec. 8. 

#MeToo Monologues in ABQ
On Saturday, Dec. 9, performers at Albuquerque’s
Aux Dog X Space (3015 Monte Vista Blvd. NE)
will take part in an national effort to address the
pervasiveness of sexual harassment, abuse and
assault in our culture. These performances will
only be happening in a handful of cities—11 to be
precise—so all of us in Albuquerque can be proud
to stand amongst those bearing witness and
participating in the conversation. The #MeToo
Monologues grew out of the international
#MeToo movement wherein individuals who have
had experiences of sexual violence called
attention to the all-too-common nature of it by
sharing their experiences online, or simply posting
the hashtag. During this performance, groups of 6
to 10 women will perform pieces about the effects
of sexual violence, aiming to create a safe space
for healing and resistance. The performance at
Aux Dog begins at 6:30pm, a $15 donation is
suggested, but bring as much as you can because
all proceeds will go to Crossroads for Women, a
non-profit providing trauma-informed therapeutic
services for local women.  a

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

I
was standing in the yellow cast of
streetlights on Central Avenue with
several members of Two Way Street, a

community newspaper whose objective is
to allow the city’s low-income and
homeless communities an opportunity for
entrepreneurship and creativity, when a
passerby stopped to shake David M. Ellis’
hand. Ellis is a hip-hop artist, poet and a
street vendor for the paper who regularly
performs Downtown on Fourth Street and
Central. The young man who stopped had
seen Ellis rap and it had left an
impression. In his unabashedly kind way,
Ellis obliged with another impromptu
performance. At a second’s notice, he
floored us all with a freestyle that was so
quick witted and clever I could barely
keep up. It’s with earnest generosity that
Ellis shares his work with people on the
streets of Albuquerque. Despite his
brilliance with words, and that he offers
them up for nothing, Ellis said that he
works way too hard just to get a listen. 
“People walk past and I’m saying, ‘Can

I offer you a poem, can I offer you a hip-
hop verse?’ And they just say, ‘I don’t got
nothing.’ You don’t got what?” He asked.
“We live in a world that has praised
homeless people—Jesus Christ,
Mohammad, Gandhi, Buddha, Mother
Theresa—they all hit the stage of
homelessness. We praise them. Yet, Saturday
night, we’ll walk past that homeless person. …
People will shrug me off before giving me the
opportunity to offer them something.” And
what Ellis has to offer is not just artistic talent,
but also tremendous insights into our city that
have been, at times, hard-won, and knowledge
of resources that could benefit so many if his
voice could just be amplified. 
“It hasn’t been easy at all to be a homeless

artist in Albuquerque,” Annabelle Marge
Taylor agreed. “I’ve been arrested for
vandalism; I’ve been ticketed.” Taylor’s life
reads like a book—and in fact she has written
a book (send an email to
roundtortillas@gmail.com to get your hands on
a copy of it—I Don’t Make Round Tortillas). “I
went to Venice Beach, San Francisco, San
Diego, Slab City, everywhere I could to learn
how to be an artist from street artists. The
hard part was, I didn’t realize that people were
going to scream at me, throw things at me,
business owners are going to run me off.”
Taylor creates murals in chalk and does street
installation work. She is also a writer and poet.
Her art beautifies and lends greater value to
the otherwise gray city blocks. 
Through Two Way Street, Ellis, Taylor and

others, have found a broader platform for their

ARTS | CULTURE SHOCK

The City’s Living Document
Two Way Street amplifies the voices of community members

often unheard

work, and, armed with press credentials,
vendor licenses, and under the umbrella of a
(soon-to-be-official 501(c)3) nonprofit,
they’re getting the community’s ear more
easily. “This paper gave me validity as a
member of the community,” Taylor said. “I
always had it, but it wasn’t recognized. Now it
is. This paper gave us a voice.” 

Two Way Street was born out of editor Jeff
Hertz’ master’s thesis work at UNM. “I
originally started researching how street papers
were helping marginalized individuals
overcome public perception through market-
based strategies,” he explained. This was
around the time that the mayor’s office started
their “Better Way Van” program, offering work
picking up weeds and litter in parts of the city
that “were typically outside the public eye” as
an alternative to panhandling. “Even though
[this effort] was working on getting people ‘off
the street,’ it was doing so in a way that wasn’t
addressing the biggest issue at hand: Helping
these individuals engage in meaningful face-
to-face interactions that help them socially
reintegrate back into their community. … At
that point, I realized that Albuquerque needed
another street paper—yes, another one,” Hertz
explained, pointing out that from 1990 to
1999 we had Albuquerque Street News, a paper
that eventually sunk. 

Here’s how Two Way Street works—
street vendors work as independent
contractors, hired with minimal barriers
in place—you don’t need an ID, or a
criminal background check to begin work.
Each vendor receives five donated copies
of the paper, which are then sold for a
dollar or more each. Vendors can come
back with their earnings and buy more
copies of the paper for 25 cents each, and
hit the street again in an effort that has
the potential to become a bonafide small
business. People going through hard times
can generate income on their own terms,
applying their own vision and skills to
support themselves.
“The hard copy is the most important

thing,” Ellis said. “You can go online and
check it out, but you don’t get to meet
the people. … If you work in any
community, live in any community, you
should know your surroundings, good, bad
or indifferent. You should know who your
neighbor is.” Chair of the Street Vendor
Community, April Parrish echoed that,
underlining the importance of simply
talking with each other, “These kind of
direct experiences are the only thing that
are going to revolutionize the perception
… so that there’s a body of direct
experience that completely dispels these
misperceptions about our folks out there
struggling for resources and
opportunities.” 
“The reason for these problems in the first

place is the disconnect between our public
spaces and ourselves. We don’t activate our
public spaces … in addition to activating these
public spaces and connecting people to these
stories, giving the opportunity for face-to-face
interaction, it’s also an opportunity to
legitimize the interactions of our most
vulnerable people. It’s an opportunity to get
these voices out,” contributor Nick Vottero
offered. Another writer for the paper, George
Christopher Romero deepened that thought
by pointing out that each of us have a
responsibility to be a force of positivity in our
city. “It’s absurd that we treat each other so
poorly. We don’t pay attention; we don’t
listen. We let each other off too easy. We want
people to read this and to learn things, and not
only to learn things, but to have resources. I
think the paper is operating on many
meaningful levels. I can’t wait to see it all
happen.” Those of us invested in the success of
our city—and that should be all of us—can’t
wait to see it happen, either.
Find out more about how you can get

involved with, support or buy a copy of Two
Way Street at twowaystreetabq.org, and keep
an eye out for vendors all over the city with a
copy in hand.  a

FOUND OBJECTS
BYMAGGIE GRIMASON

Street vendor, hip-hop artist and poet David M. Ellis vends
and writes for Two Way Street 

COURTESY OF TWO WAY STREET ALBUQUERQUE
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ARTS | ARTS iNTeRview

There’s recycled pieces, there’s some folk art
pieces from Ron Rodriguez that are really cool.
… We’ve been really blessed by other people’s
artwork. 

Do you have any memories of the first

pieces you picked up? 

There’s a small angel by Arlene Cisneros Sena,
that stands out. I guess I should’ve catalogued
them! Like I said, we never expected it to grow
this big or be showcased in this manner. … I
just really wanted to support other artists and
show people that not only am I doing my own
craft, I also support other artists. At Spanish
Market, I would sell a piece and then go off
and buy a piece. My wife would look at me
like, you’re crazy. … My art form has given me
an art budget. That’s been cool. I don’t know
when it will ever stop. 

When all of the ornaments are at home,

how do you get all the ornaments up, what

does your tree look like? 

Usually we start the day before Thanksgiving
and finish it up between Thanksgiving and
Black Friday. We’ll put up almost like
scaffolding. … We try to open up as many
boxes as we can to try to figure out bigger,
lighter pieces to go towards the top, and then
heavier pieces towards the bottom, and then
fill in everywhere else. Me and my son get on
the scaffolding, and my wife hands stuff up. …
It usually takes 10 or 12 hours. 

How tall is the tree? 

Fifteen feet. 

Is Christmas your favorite holiday because

you get to go all out? 

Ever since I was small, I was always big on
Christmas. There’s something about the tree
and the lights. Lights have always been big for
me. I like the evening, seeing a lot of lights
out. I guess I’m just a kid at heart. 

What do you hope visitors will

experience? 

Just the idea of being able to to purchase art,
big or small. It’s something that is always
doable by picking up smaller pieces. There’s
always a spot for it on your tree. Even smaller
items like this, you help support artists and
their families. Pick up a small piece of art. It’ll
make you smile. … Every year we open the
boxes and it is like something brand new all
over again.  a

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

F
or 18 years the Duran family—that’s Matt,
Jeannette and their son, Gabriel—have
been collecting handmade Christmas

ornaments for their family tree. Most of these
tiny pieces of art are sourced from artists at
Spanish Market, where both Matt and Gabriel
sell their carvings and metalwork. Now a
collection of more than 400 individual pieces
by more than 130 New Mexican artists, the
Durans have decided to share their massive
collection with the greater community
through an exhibition at the National
Hispanic Cultural Center (1701 Fourth Street
SW). The Art of Christmas: New Mexico Style
opens on Dec. 2 and runs through Jan. 7. Still
in the midst of setting up the show, Matt
Duran took the time to tell us about the
collection’s origins and what it means to his
family. 

Alibi: When did your family decide to start

collecting ornaments so seriously? 

Duran: Well, it happened before my wife and I
got married. … My son wasn’t even born yet.
We never thought we’d be able to afford any
big pieces of art work, so we started off by
collecting a couple and putting them on a
small four foot tree. It kicked off from there.
Every year after we got married, and as we
went along, we’d take off store bought
ornaments and replace them with handmade
ornaments that I would either trade for or buy
at Spanish Market, since I’m a Spanish Market
artist. … When my son was born, we’d buy
him an ornament each year. He’s 14 now, he’ll
be going on to his 15th ornament purchased
by us, but he’s already started picking up his
own for his own tree. 

There’s about 400 ornaments in this

exhibition. Is that the whole collection?

That’s our whole collection, but my son has
his own. We’ll be using his for our tree at
home this year. … Pretty much my artwork
has funded most of this, either with trades or
because I sold something. The funny thing is,
in the middle of summer, in July, I’ll be looking
for stuff for our tree, looking for artwork. 

Are there certain ornaments that stand

out to you? 

There’s a buddy of mine, Art Montaño, that
does bone carving. Another friend of mine,
Arthur López, has a bunch of miniatures. …
We picked up three carved angels from him.

Rockin’ Around the
NHCC

The Duran family is decking the halls and

the galleries this holiday season 
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THURSDAY DEC 7
ART
CORAL COMMUNITY CHARTER SCHOOL First Annual Arts and
Crafts Fair. Local artisans and crafters sell an exciting line-up of
kitchen aprons, ornaments, metal art, homemade soaps, food
vendors, coffee truck and so much more. 4401 Silver Ave SE.
4-7pm. 503-3154. alibi.com/v/5clo.

STAGE
POPEJOY HALL, UNM Center for the Arts A Gentleman’s Guide
to Love & Murder. Monty Navarro, an heir to a family fortune,
sets out to jump the line of succession by eliminating the
eight pesky relatives who stand in his way and be done in
time for tea. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $35-$80. 7:30pm. 277-9771.
alibi.com/v/5afx. See Event Horizon.

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Ugly Sweater Revue.
A variety show that promises the jolliest and bawdiest acts
that local Albuquerque performers have to offer. 110 Gold
Ave SW. $12. 7pm. 18+. alibi.com/v/5e87. See Found Objects.

SONG & DANCE
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Jon Gagan Electric Transit
Band. Longtime Ottmar Liebert bassist, Jon Gagan debuts his
latest project melding jazz, world, pop and funk styles into a
distinctive sound all his own. 210 Yale Blvd SE. 7:30pm.
268-0044. alibi.com/v/5crp. See Event Horizon.

FRIDAY DEC 8
ART
FRAGRANT LEAF TEA BOUTIQUEMokuhanga: Opening Reception.
Woodblock prints of the places and landscapes of China and
Japan by artist Mary Sweet. Runs through 2/9. 3207 Silver Ave.
SE. 5:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 255-0522. alibi.com/v/5cfe.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE It Sounds So Simple Opening
Reception. Photographic works of students from La Cueva High
School. Runs through 1/27. 210 Yale Blvd SE. 5pm. 268-0044.
alibi.com/v/5dja.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Annie. Based on Little Orphan
Annie and the popular comic strip by Harold Gray. 224 San
Pasquale SW. $15-$25. 7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! 242-4750.
alibi.com/v/5awf.

AUX DOG THEATRE Love Loss and What I Wore. Hilarious, poignant
and popular monologues and ensemble pieces about how
women’s clothing documents history through memory and story-
telling. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE. $8-$18. 8pm. 254-7716.
alibi.com/v/5diz.

POPEJOY HALL, UNM Center for the Arts A Gentleman’s Guide
to Love & Murder. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $35-$80. 8pm. See
12/7 listing. See Event Horizon.

SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER Annie Jr. With equal
measures of pluck and positivity, little orphan Annie charms
hearts despite a next-to-nothing start in ’30s New York City. 1025
Broadway Blvd SE. $10. 7-8:30pm. 848-1320. alibi.com/v/58p5.

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Ugly Sweater Revue.
110 Gold Ave SW. $12. 7pm. 18+. See 12/7 listing. See Found
Objects.

VORTEX THEATRE Absurd Person Singular. A wild comedy of behind
the scenes disasters at Christmas parties. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE.
$15-$22. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 247-8600. alibi.com/v/5cpj.

SATURDAY DEC 9
WORDS
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Albuquerque Women of the
World Poetry Slam Championship. The best female perform-
ance poets compete to represent the Duke City at the
International Women of the World Poetry Slam. 210 Yale Blvd
SE. $10-$15. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0044. alibi.com/v/57ut.
See Event Horizon.

PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE The Power of His Brush: The Evolution
of R.C. Gorman. Nikos Ligidakis signs and discusses his debut
nonfiction work. 5850 Eubank Blvd NE. 4-5:30pm. ALL-AGES!
294-2026. alibi.com/v/5d85.

ART
516 ARTS Fulcrum Fund Celebration and Catalog Release. Come
meet the Fulcrum Fund grant recipients and learn about, interact
with and experience their work. 516 Central Ave SW. 5-9pm.
ALL-AGES! 242-1445. alibi.com/v/5cdd.

Calendar | arts & lit 

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Annie. 224 San Pasquale SW.
$15-$25. 7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/8 listing.

AUX DOG THEATRE Love Loss and What I Wore. 3011 Monte
Vista Blvd NE. $8-$18. 8pm. See 12/8 listing.

POPEJOY HALL, UNM Center for the Arts A Gentleman’s Guide
to Love & Murder. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $35-$80. 2pm, 8pm.
See 12/7 listing. See Event Horizon.

SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER Annie Jr. 1025 Broadway
Blvd SE. $10. 7-8:30pm. See 12/8 listing.

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Ugly Sweater Revue.
110 Gold Ave SW. $12. 7pm. 18+. See 12/7 listing. See Found
Objects.

VORTEX THEATRE Absurd Person Singular. 2900 Carlisle Blvd
NE. $15-$22. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/8 listing.

SONG & DANCE
CONGREGATION NAHALAT SHALOM FUNky Hanukkah Fiesta. A
silent auction, arts and crafts from local artists, children’s games
and activities, live music with the community Klezmer Band,
dancing and a sing-along with the Neo-Weavers. 3606 Rio Grande
Blvd. NW. $5. 5:38-9pm. ALL-AGES! 343-8227. alibi.com/v/5cqq.

HILAND THEATER Love and Joy from Us to You. New Mexico Gay
Men’s Chorus performs colorful, bright and gay variety of warm winter
songs to welcome the holiday season in style with family and friends.
4800 Central Ave. SE. $10-$35. 7:30-9:30pm. 262-9301.
alibi.com/v/5c9n.

ROBERTSON & SONS VIOLIN SHOP Carols and Lullabies:
Christmas in the Southwest. Spanish carols and the debut of
Ellingboe’s This is a Good World. 3201 Carlisle Blvd NE. $12-$20.
7pm. ALL-AGES! 238-1206. alibi.com/v/5di2.

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS EPISCOPAL CHURCH The Nativity.
Renaissance choral ensemble Quodlibet performs vocal music
describing the events leading up to the birth of Jesus. 601 Montano
Rd NW. $10-$15. 7-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! 205-6840. alibi.com/v/5dzd.

SUNDAY DEC 10
ART
NEW MEXICO ART LEAGUE Small Works Holiday Art Exhibit
Opening Reception. All subject matter and media, all in a nice
small package. Runs through 1/6. 3409 Juan Tabo Blvd NE.
5-7pm. ALL-AGES! 293-5034. alibi.com/v/5duy.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Annie. 224 San Pasquale SW.
$15-$25. 7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/8 listing.

AUX DOG THEATRE Love Loss and What I Wore. 3011 Monte
Vista Blvd NE. $8-$18. 2pm. See 12/8 listing.

POPEJOY HALL, UNM Center for the Arts A Gentleman’s Guide
to Love & Murder. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $35-$80. 1pm, 6:30pm.
See 12/7 listing. See Event Horizon.

SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER Annie Jr. 1025 Broadway
Blvd SE. $10. 2-3:30pm. See 12/8 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE Absurd Person Singular. 2900 Carlisle Blvd
NE. $15-$22. 1pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/8 listing.

SONG & DANCE
ALBUQUERQUE SQUARE DANCE CENTER High Desert Dancers
35th Annual Christmas Dance. Music by South by Southwest.
Snacks and drinks available. 6-9pm. 345-9797. alibi.com/v/5cxj.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Hope for the Holidays.
Celebrate the season with Daniel Pinkham’s treasured Christmas
Cantata, Franz Biebl’s soaring Ave Maria, Jason Robert Brown’s
powerful Chanukah Suite and Vivaldi’s magnificent Gloria. 314
Lead Ave SW. 3-5pm. 604-6896. alibi.com/v/5da5.

ST. PIUS X HIGH SCHOOL Rio Grande Symphonic Band Holiday
Concert. Holiday favorites performed by talented local musicians.
5301 St Josephs Dr NW. 3-4:30pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/5dqz.

MONDAY DEC 11
SONG & DANCE
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Albuquerque Concert Band
Christmas Concert. The Albuquerque Concert Band for a Christmas
program. 215 Locust Street NE. 7-8pm. alibi.com/v/5dq9.

WEDNESDAY DEC 13
SONG & DANCE
POPEJOY HALL, UNM Center for the ArtsMannheim Steamroller
Christmas. Classic Yuletide tunes in modern music styles like
rock and new age, alongside multimedia effects that enhance
every note. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $40-$200. 7:30-9:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 277-0388. alibi.com/v/55s0.

ARTS& LIT
CALENDAR

Compiled by Megan Reneau and Zabrina Chavez. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

Come enjoy our reimagined shopping experience

800 20th Street NW, Albuquerque

(across from Hotel Chaco)

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm / Sun 11am-4pm

505.242.6858
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FOOD | try tHIs at HOMe

BY ROBIN BABB

M
ead is surprisingly easy to make at
home—if you’re patient. This fermented
honey wine, arguably the first alcoholic

beverage that humans created, can consist
simply of water and honey, left open to the air
for several months until natural yeasts arise
and start converting sugar to alcohol. This
recipe, though, involves a lot less control over
the end product (and a lot less sanitation!)
than most brewers want, which is why
commercially produced yeasts are typically
used in mead-making these days.
I recently went to a mead-making

workshop at Southwest Grape and Grain, a
fantastic brewing and fermenting supply shop
staffed by knowledgeable folks. One of those
folks, by the name of Jonathan Ortiz, was kind
enough to speak with me after the event and
give me his basic mead recipe.
“Mead is not necessarily as sweet and

syrupy as you might think, based on the
ingredients,” Ortiz told me. The flavor profile
of any given batch depends heavily on how
long it’s fermented and what type of yeast is
used. In the recipe below, for instance, a
champagne yeast is used, yielding a very dry
mead. You’re welcome to use any other kind of
yeast you’d like—the resulting flavors of each
yeast are usually printed on the packaging, so
you can shop around for what you like.
Before you embark on your mead-making

journey, visit Southwest Grape and Grain to
get all the necessary equipment—they even
have a preassembled mead-making kit to make
your life a little easier. Here are all the things
you’ll need: 

• Two one-gallon fermentation jugs

• Mini auto-siphon

• Combination bottle filler

• Siphon tubing

• three-piece airlock

• Two #6.5 stoppers, one drilled and one solid

• Be sure to sanitize everything before you

begin (you can buy sanitizer at SWG&G), and

happy hooch-making. 

• Jonathan Ortiz’s Simple Mead Recipe: One

Gallon Yield

Ingredients:
• Three lbs. honey

• Sanitized and dechlorinated water, enough to

top off to just under the one gallon mark

(Store bought bottled water is a perfect

method too)

• EC-1118 Yeast pack

• Fermaid-K small vial

• Yeast Nutrient AKA D.A.P. (Diammonium

Phosphate)

Procedure:
1) Using a sanitized spoon or the cap-and-

shake method, mix all honey and water in
your one gallon fermentation vessel. There
will be a point when no more honey will
dissolve into the water (overly saturated
water), and this is OK! Don’t worry; the yeast
will finish the job. Add your yeast and
nutrient mix (1/4 tsp. of Yeast Nutrient +1/2
tsp. Fermaid K per gallon).
2) Once everything is added, mix/shake

thoroughly and aerate one more time. This
aeration process is essential for the yeast to
replicate their numbers before the anaerobic
fermentation begins.
3) Add the airlock and ferment around the

68-70 degree Fahrenheit range (ideally).
4) After seven days of fermentation, add

1/4 tsp.. of Yeast Nutrient and 1/2 tsp.. of
Fermaid K.
5) After another seven days (two week

mark), add 1/4 tsp.. of Yeast Nutrient and 1/2
tsp.. of Fermaid K.
6) After another seven days (three week

mark), add the final dosage of nutrients (1/4

tsp.. of Yeast Nutrient and 1/2 tsp.. of Fermaid
K).
7) After one month of fermentation, the

mead is finished … almost. Using your auto
siphon with the tubing attached, transfer the
mead from the primary fermenter into the
secondary fermentation jar. You can add fruit
and/or spices at this time. Don’t be afraid,
experiment! Reapply air-lock with water or
sanitizer and allow mead to sit undisturbed in a
dark, relatively temperature-stable area (like a
closet) for at least a month.
8) After this month long wait, you will

notice a small layer of yeast that has settled to
the bottom. You’ll want to transfer the mead
one more time off of this yeast layer into your
second gallon jug and leave for a week to sit. 
9) Now it’s time to bottle the mead. You

have many options for bottling (wine bottles,
beer bottles, grolsch style flip top bottles, etc.
If you want to keep the small, final
accumulated yeast layer, you can proceed to
swirl it back into suspension before bottling
(this can potentially add interesting flavors) or
you can leave the sediment layer undisturbed
at the bottom.
10) Attach your bottling wand to the end

of the tube on your auto siphon and start the
siphon process. Now, depress the end of the
bottling wand into the sanitized bottles and
properly seal or cap.
11) Store for months and enjoy once it

starts tasting good. I recommend sampling at
bottling time and then again after the six
month mark and you’ll get an idea of how the
mead has evolved with time.
Side note: After the month-long

fermentation time the mead is certainly
drinkable. Some people prefer this stronger
tasting beverage. Most styles of mead you’ll try
commercially have gone through the aging
process and a lot of the sharp alcoholic corners
have lost their edge and mellowed out. a

Making Mead (Honey Wine)
An easy recipe from Jonathan Ortiz of Southwest Grape and Grain

WEEKLY SPECIALS

BYROBIN BABB

Handmade Gifts and Tasty
Treats at Rail Yards Holiday
Market
Due to popular demand, the annual Rail

Yards Holiday Market has been extended to two
days this year. December 9 and 10 from noon to
4pm, come out to the market to purchase made-
from-scratch foods, artisan crafts and all sorts of
lovely handmade gifts from over 200 local
vendors. Bring a toy or book to donate to
Barelas Children, and an old tree ornament to
put on the Rail Yards giving tree. There’s free
parking and a free shuttle service from the Gold
Street Garage at Gold and Second Street.
Remember to bring your reusable bags!

Bosque Brewing Co. Goes Green
Kudos go to

Bosque Brewing
Co. for stepping
up their
environmental
sustainability
game. Bosque
recently
partnered with
Soilutions, a local
food composting
service, to begin
composting 100% of their food waste. They’re
the first brewery in the city to do so.

Beer and Beef, a Match Made
in Heaven 
In another instance of local business power

coupling, Black Angus Steak House and Rio
Bravo Brewing have partnered to create a four-
course dinner that’s expertly paired with
different beers from the Rio Bravo taps. The
dinner is at Black Angus Steak House (2290
Wyoming Blvd. NE) from 6 to 8pm on Dec. 12.
Cost is $40 per person. Call Black Angus at
292-1911 to make reservations today.

Ethiopia Dinner at Farm & Table
How many opportunities do you have to eat

Ethiopian food in Albuquerque? Not many, I’d
say. Which is why Farm & Table’s Ethiopian
dinner is worth showing up for. Guest chefs
Rahel Fikre-Selassie and Adrian Perez join Farm
& Table Chef Carrie for an authentic Ethiopian
meal paired with wine, followed by a traditional
coffee ceremony. This one-night-only event
takes place at Farm & Table (8917 Fourth Street
NW) from 6 to 9pm on Monday, Dec. 11. Seats
are $75. Make reservations by calling 503-7124.

When It’s Your Job to Bring
Cookies to the Holiday Party
You could go buy a pound of butter and turn

your kitchen into a floury mess by baking some
holiday cookies at home. If you’re not exactly
the baking type, though, consider placing an
order with a local bakery—either Burque
Bakehouse (4321 Ellison Street NE) or Alchemy
Confections Co. (alchemyconfectionco.com)—to
get some of their holiday cookies just when you
need them. Alchemy will even deliver treats right
to your door (assuming your door is within the
Albuquerque metro area). a

SOUTHWEST GRAPE AND GRAINBasic home brewing equipment can be used to make mead.
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Chatting with Campo’s
Chef Jonathan Perno
Los Poblanos’ farm-to-table restaurant

finally opens

BY ROBIN BABB

W
henever somebody from out of town asks
about places worth visiting in
Albuquerque, Los Poblanos is always

high on my list of recommendations. The
lavender farm and inn is preternaturally
peaceful and otherworldly, with peacocks
strutting casually around the grounds alongside
blissed-out tourists eating little triangles of
cranberry cake from the Farm Shop. And now
there’s even more of a reason to visit the slice
of New Mexican heaven, because Los
Poblanos recently opened their new
restaurant, called Campo—and it’s stunning.

In the middle of the huge, open-layout
kitchen, visible from the dining room, is the
hearth. When I arrive in the afternoon the fire
is small and pushed to a back corner—the
kitchen staff won’t be needing it to cook for
another few hours. It’s here that I encounter
Executive Chef Jonathan Perno. He’s peeling
golden beets into a bowl filled with other
vegetable waste that, I’m certain, will go into
compost or feed some of the animals on the
property. I find out later that Perno doesn’t
like the word “sustainability”—he thinks it’s
become too buzzwordy, and thus,
meaningless—but he certainly doesn’t take
any of his ingredients (or where they come
from) for granted. 

According to Perno, Campo was in the
works from the moment Los Poblanos opened
its doors as a bed and breakfast in 1999. Of
course, there was a restaurant on the
property from the start, but it wasn’t as
grand and unique as the owners,
Armin and Penny Rembe, wanted.
After he began cheffing at the original
Los Poblanos restaurant 10 years ago,
Perno worked together with the
Rembes to come up with a
restaurant concept that would
live up to the standards of
environmental
stewardship and
minimalist beauty that
have guided all their
efforts at Los Poblanos.

Perno grew up in
New Mexico, but
spent his formative
early career in the
Bay Area, where he
worked under
Wolfgang Puck
at Postrio and
learned raised-

bed farming in Berkeley. The education he
received there, and the appreciation for the
Slow Food movement that was flourishing in
the Bay, served him well when he came back
to New Mexico. In the years since, he has
fostered the connections he’s made with
farmers and producers in the area. One local
farmer Perno talks about in particular, Jesse
Amyo of Amyo Farms, is his exclusive
provider of tomatoes and garlic, two very
important ingredients in most restaurants.
“He’s started growing these little tiny
European shallots that he’s just selling to me as
an experiment. So everything that he didn’t
keep for seeds, he gave to me,” Perno says.
They’ve known each other for 13 years, and
have come to rely on each other. Which, I
think, is just how the bond between chef and
farmer should be.

He has a number of other farmer friends
who save entire acres just for him. “I’m just a
vehicle to let farmers showcase their wares,”
he says. While I think there may be a little
more to it than that, I’m sure his humility is
appreciated by those who keep him in carrots
and leeks.

“Our inspiration is the state of New
Mexico,” Perno said when I asked him about
the menu at Campo. That means, of course,
plenty of green chile and blue corn, but it goes
a little deeper than that as well. It means that
many dishes are cooked over a wood fire, it
means that their cheeses come from a dairy
farm just a few miles away, and it means that
what’s in season in the state will largely

dictate what’s served. 
While he may not be a fan of the

term “sustainability,” it’s fair to say that
the food that Perno serves at Campo is
uniquely tied to the land and the
growers who tend it. When I ask him

what makes Campo different from
many other restaurants that

claim farm-to-table
principles, his humility
flags a bit as he grins
wryly at me and says,
“well, we walk the
walk.”
Campo is now open for
breakfast daily from
7:30 to 11:30am,
and for dinner
Wednesday through
Sunday from 5 to
9pm. Reservations

required for
dinner,
recommended for

breakfast.

a
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The Disaster Artist
Actor-director James Franco transforms into actor-director

Tommy Wiseau

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

I
f you’ve never seen The Room, the infamous
2003 cult film from alleged writer-director-actor
Tommy Wiseau, it’s pretty hard to describe. It’s

also sort of pointless to do so, since none of the
film’s appeal lies in its poorly constructed
romantic drama. Nonetheless, it has generated a
fiercely loyal audience—particularly, it seems,
among Hollywood actors, who relish it for its
liberating lack of anything resembling acting,
scripting, directing and other filmmaking niceties.
So, despite the fact that it’s regarded as one of the
worst films ever made, it’s no real surprise to see
well-known Hollywood actors clamoring over
one another to appear in a biopic about the
inscrutable Mr. Wiseau and his “film.”

The parade is led by James Franco, who never
met an oddball he didn’t like. Franco stars, of
course, as our man Tommy and also handles
directing duties. The film is based on Greg
Sestero’s book The Disaster Artist: My Life Inside
The Room, the Greatest Bad Movie Ever Made.
Sestero, played here by Dave Franco, is a
struggling young actor in San Francisco.
“Struggling” hardly seems a powerful enough
word, however. Sestero is a terrible actor, barely
able to croak out a line of dialogue in his bargain-
basement acting class. Sestero’s mysterious,
sunglasses-wearing classmate Tommy Wiseau, on
the other hand, is the exact opposite. It’s all the
instructor can do to keep Tommy from literally
climbing the scenery and screaming his lines from
the top of the light rack.

Tommy is a man of few words—few
understandable ones anyway. Despite a thick
Eastern European accent, Tommy constantly
claims to be from “Louisiana.” He also insists he’s
“the same age” as Sestero—despite having a

couple decades on the kid. He casually mentions
that money is no problem for him and that he
only acts out of pure love for the art form.
Although he has the distinct air of a bullshit artist
about him, the one thing Tommy does not lack is
confidence. And it’s this unshakable self-
assuredness—misplaced as it might be—that
attracts Sestero to him. 

Eventually the two talk one another into
moving to Los Angeles to pursue their dream of
becoming actors in the film industry. (Tommy,
ever the mystery, just happens to own an unused
apartment there.) Sadly, their enthusiasm does
not translate to work. Sestero is handsome
enough to land a low-rent modeling gig here and
there, but casting directors have no idea what to
do with his mumble-mouthed, aging hipster
friend. (Tommy insists he’s leading man material,
but most casting directors see him as “the vampire
rapist.”) On the verge of quitting and going back
to San Francisco, Sestero and Tommy come up
with the brilliant idea of making their own
independent film.

Thus begins the chaos-filled creation of The
Room—a process aided and abetted by a Franco’s
celebrity pals, who show up for a string of winking
cameos (Seth Rogen, Alison Brie, Zac Efron,
Megan Mullaly, Bret Gelman, Melanie Griffith,
Bob Odenkirk and Judd Apatow among them).
Tommy goes out and buys a bunch of film
cameras, gathers some actors and starts shooting

REEL WORLD
BYDEVIN D. O’LEARY

Documentary of the Dead
New Mexico PBS presents a reception and
preview screening of the new documentary
Secrets of Spanish Florida—A Secrets of the
Dead Special. The event will take place
Thursday, Dec. 7, at the Hibben Center
Auditorium at UNM’s Maxwell Museum of
Anthropology (500 University Blvd. NE). The
documentary follows a team of archeologists,
scientists and historians as they reveal the
history of America’s Spanish colonists who
settled in Florida in 1565, long before
Jamestown or Plymouth were founded. The
opening reception starts at 6pm. A 60-minute
preview of the documentary special will be
shown starting at 7pm. A post-film discussion
follows, featuring Dr. Kathleen Deagan
(Distinguished Research Curator of Archeology
and Adjunct Professor of Anthropology and
History at the University of Florida’s Museum of
Natural History) and Dr. Aimee Villareal (Director
of Comparative Mexican American Studies at
Our Lady of the Lake University). Admission is
free but a reservation is required. To reserve
your seat, go to nmpbs-spanishflorida-
120717.eventbirte.com.

Free Thursday Film
The National Hispanic Cultural Center’s Free
Thursday Film Series continues this Thursday,
Dec. 7, with writer-director Salvatore Stabile’s
2007 drama Where God Left His Shoes. The film
stars John Leguizamo as a New York City boxer
struggling to find a job and an apartment for his
family on Christmas Eve. The event is free, but
you need to have a ticket to guarantee a seat.
Tickets can be picked up at the Bank of America
Theatre box office (1701 Fourth Street SW) one
hour before showtime. Box ofice opens at 6pm,
film starts at 7pm. For more info go to
nhccnm.org.

Santa Fe Fundraiser
The Santa Fe Film
Festival is holding its
Winter Fundraiser this
Saturday, Dec. 9, with
a special 25th
anniversary screening
of Ron Fricke’s non-
narrative documentary
Baraka. Shot like a
wordless tone poem—
in the manner of
Godfrey Reggio’s
groundbreaking
Koyannisquatsi—the
film travels the world
to photograph stunning natural and human
sights. From a solar eclipse to the burning oil
fields of Kuwait, from the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem to scavengers swarming
the garbage dumps of Calcutta, the film revels in
eye-popping 70mm imagery. After the screening
there will be a panel discussion featuring guests
David Aubry (the film’s editor), Bruce Simballa (a
camera assistant on the film), Alton Walpol (who
served as supervising producer) and David
Brownlow (who was a location sound recordist).
A reception will follow featuring the reveal of the
17th annual Santa Fe Film Festival poster by
artist Curtis Wade. The event will take place from
2 to 8pm at the Center for Contemporary Arts in
Santa Fe (1050 Old Pecos Trail). Tickets are
$25 and are available in advance though
ccasantafe.org. The 17th annual Santa Fe Film
Festival is scheduled to take place Feb. 7
through 11, 2018. a

his dream project. Like you do. What follows is a
mad catalogue of cluelessness, hubris, stumbling
ambition and an utter lack of skill. And yet,
there’s something admirable about The Disaster
Artist’s unshakable love for the movie industry. 

In this oversaturated era of CGI actors,
Netflix, Harvey Weinstein and endless
Transformers movies, it’s easy to forget that
Hollywood was once a dream factory to which
every starry-eyed kid in America aspired. Despite
the fact that none of the characters on screen has
any idea what they’re doing and that the grand
work of art their collaborating on is destined to
become a legendary laughing stock, the myth of
fame and fortune and shiny stars on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame remains a powerful
narcotic.

The Disaster Artist has more than a touch in
common with Tim Burton’s loving ode to terrible
filmmaking, Ed Wood. Whereas Ed was a lovable
outcast surrounding himself with like-minded
misfits, however, Tommy is a sunglasses-wearing
weirdo angrily barking unintelligible orders at
people. Is The Disaster Artist an accurate portrait
of Tommy Wiseau and the creation of his goofball
magnum opus or just another chapter in the
filmmaker’s incomprehensible self-portrait?
Asking the question misses the point. Tommy is
Tommy. Leave him his affectations, his wardrobe
and his questionable backstory. Franco, for his
part, is hilarious inhabiting the brooding, deluded
Wiseau’s ’80s rocker hairdo and excessive
collection of leather belts. 

Like Mel Brooks’ The Producers with an extra
dose of pathos in the mix, The Disaster Artist is
both a hilarious comedy of errors and a touching
love letter to Hollywood. Add to that The
Disaster Artist’s meta-humorous “film within a
film”/“good actors playing bad actors” japery, and
you’ve got the makings of a cult film about
making a cult film. a

The Disaster Artist
Directed by James Franco

Starring James Franco, Dave Franco, Seth Rogen,

Alison Brie

Rated R

Opens Friday 12/8

Seth McFarlane's stint as Oscars host produced some mixed feelings.



T
BS continues to expand the bounds
of content and distribution with its
newest series, the animated sitcom

“Tarantula.” Recent TBS releases have
embraced the binge-watching of
streaming services like Netflix and
Hulu. Season 1 of the cop spoof
“Angie Tribeca” first hit TBS’ airwaves
in a 25-hour marathon, while season 2
of the millennial comedy-mystery
“Search Party” screened in its entirety
over Thanksgiving weekend. Prior to
its TV premiere, TBS “surprise
dropped” all 10 episodes of “Tarantula”
on its TBS app and website. Now the cable
network is airing them, two per week, on
TBS—allowing viewers to pick their preferred
method of consumption.

Hovering somewhere between the more
grounded animation of FOX and the heady
boundary-pushing of Adult Swim, “Tarantula”
comes from creator, writer and executive
producer Carson Mell (“Silicon Valley”) and
executive producer Danny McBride (“Vice
Principals,” “Eastbound & Down”). Set in the
fictional California nowhere town of Los
Palacios, the show centers around the
rundown Tierra Chula Resident Hotel—
known to its equally rundown residents as
“Tarantula.” Our main character here is Echo
Johnson, an “uncertified” tattoo artist prone to
absurd yet introspective monologues. Voiced
by the show’s creator, Echo’s poetic ramblings
are often directed at and star his fellow
residents of Tarantula, including a bread truck
driver/wannabe sci-fi writer, a sandwich
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artist/rock musician and a tough but haggard
single mother.

The residents of the faux Mayan motel are
a ragtag lot, prone to bar haunting, party
crashing, dumpster diving and general acts of
low-rent lawbreaking. But it’s clear that Mell
harbors a love for these quasi-homeless misfits
and their misadventures. Drugs, prostitution
and arrest warrants aside, “Tarantula” plays out
like the impoverished second cousin of Mike
Judge’s “King of the Hill”—a genial ensemble
of oddball characters and their colorful yet
realistic world. “Tarantula” isn’t the weirdest,
crudest, most wildly conceived piece of
animation on TV right now. But it’s got an
under-the-radar charm, a cast of loveable-if-
not-admirable characters and a ramshackle,
situational sense of humor that sets it apart
from a lot of stuff on the airwaves (or
otherwise).  a

Season 1 of “Tarantula” is available for viewing on

the TBS app. Or you can watch it Mondays at 8pm

on TBS.

TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX By DEVIN D. O’LEary

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

presto!—instant holiday rom-com.
Pretty Christmas Woman? You’ve Got
Christmas Mail? Bridget Jones’
Christmas Diary? My Best Friend’s
Christmas Wedding? Sleepless in
Seattle at Christmas? So easy!

SUNDAY 10

“White House Christmas 2017” (HGTV
4pm) This will be the biggest, most
expensive, most well-attended
Christmas at the White House in
history. And if not, it’s all Hillary
Clinton’s fault.

“Encore!” (KOAT-7 9pm) In this “reality
musical” the cast of a high school
production of Into the Woods reunites
20 years later to perform the same
show under the tutelage of Broadway
directors, choreographers and voice
coaches.

“Robot Chicken—Freshly Baked: The
Robot Chicken Santa Claus Pot
Cookie Freakout Special” (Adult
Swim 12:30am) Seth Green and pals
use stop-motion-animated toys to
spoof the holidays. It’s an annual
tradition.

MONDAY 11

A Gray State (A&E 8:01pm) This
documentary looks into the life and
death of aspiring screenwriter David
Crowley, who in 2010 started working
on a fictional sci-fi film about a future
in which the government crushes civil
liberties. When Crowley and his family
were found dead in 2014, conspiracy

theorists went wild, speculating
that Crowley had been
assassinated by the US
government because he was
getting too close to “the truth.” It’s
the same reason the government
killed the entire cast and crew of
The Hunger Games. 

TUESDAY 12

“The Greatest Holiday
Commercials Countdown 2017”
(KWBQ-19 7pm) I hope they
have that one with Santa Claus.
You know the one. With Santa. 

“Gwen Stefani’s You Make It Feel
Like Christmas” (KOB-4 8pm)
The formerly edgy No Doubt
singer continues her shockingly
rapid conversion into cultural
dinosaur by recording an album
of Christmas standards. Next
stop: a nightly show in Vegas!

WEDNESDAY 13

“Golden Globe 75th Anniversary
Special” (KOB-4 8pm) Eric
McCormack and Debra Messing
from “Will & Grace” look back at
favorite moments from the last 75
years of the “Golden Globes.”

“The Fake News With Ted Nelms”
(Comedy Central 11pm) For this
one-off comedy special, Ed Helms
(billing himself as “Ted Nelms”)
reads absurd, made-up news
stories in a deadpan, straight-
faced style.  a

THURSDAY 7

Psych: The Movie (USA 6pm) After
three years off the air, the fake-
psychic, crime-solving team of
“Psych” returns for one more mystery.

“A Very Discovery Christmas”
(Discovery 7pm) Your “favorite
Discovery families” (assuming your
favorite Discovery shows are “Alaskan
Bush People, “Alaska: The Last
Frontier” and “Yukon Men”) share their
Christmas traditions of trimming the
tree, making gifts, hunting holiday
meals and making moonshine.

FRIDAY 8

“Amazingness” (MTV 11:31pm) Viral
stars compete in this “America’s Got
Talent”-esque (only dumber) variety
show. Among the contestants on
tonight’s premiere: a lasso legend, a
vape pro, a limbo master and a hand-
farter. Now that’s what I call talent!

SATURDAY 9

Runaway Christmas Bride (ION 7pm)
Evidently, all you have to do is add the
word “Christmas” to an already
existing romantic comedy, and—

Motel Hotel Holiday Inn
“Tarantula” on TBS

SUPERHEROES WANTEDSUPERHEROES WANTED
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Blade Runner 2049
Some 35 years after Ridley Scott's Philip K. Dick adaptation

hit theaters on its way to becoming a cult classic, the offi-

cial sequel gets underway. This time around a young LAPD

replicant hunter (Ryan Gosling) gets caught in a cover-up

when he discovers a long-buried secret involving legendary

blade runner Rick Deckard (Harrison Ford), who has been

missing for more than three decades. Hampton Fancher,

who penned the original, contributes the screenplay. Denis

Villeneuve (who gave us last year's spectacular Arrival) takes

over for Scott in the director's chair. This gorgeous sci-fi ru-

mination is long, slow and very moody—but it dovetails per-

fectly with the original. 163 minutes. R. (Century 14

Downtown)

The Breadwinner
From the makers of Secret of the Kells comes this animated

family drama about a headstrong young girl in Afghanistan

who disguises herself as a boy in order to provide for her

family. 94 minutes. PG-13. (High Ridge)

Coco 
Pixar turns to Mexican culture and Day of the Dead for this

animated feature about an aspiring young musician who

confronts his family's ancestral ban on music by entering

the Land of the Dead to work out the mystery. Gael García

Bernal, Benjamin Bratt, Alfonso Arau, Edward James Olmos

and Gabriel Iglesias are among the voice talent. PG. (Cen-

tury 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cine-

mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, AMC

Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Daddy's Home 2
Employing the same lazy sequel plot as A Bad Mom's

Christmas, this follow-up to the 2015 Will Ferrell/Mark

Wahlberg mild smirkfest finds wimpy stepfather Will Ferrell

and macho biological dad Mark Wahlberg (now getting

along just fine) visited by their own intrusive dads. Farrell

gets John Lithgow and Wahlberg gets Mel Gibson. 100 min-

utes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albu-

querque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio

Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

OPENING THIS WEEK

Another WolfCop
Filmmaker Lowell Dean's campy, direct-to-video throwback

from 2014 gets a sequel. This time around police

officer/werewolf Lou Garou (Leo Fafard) is called back to ac-

tion when an evil businessman threatens to destroy a small

Canadian community with a malevolent brewery. Bloody, vul-

gar and absurd, this one's aimed at fans of ’80s-style B-

movie horror-comedies. 82 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday

12/8 at Guild Cinema)

Big Sonia
This documentary/family history explores the life of 91-year-

old Sonia Warshawski, a vibrant grandmother, business-

woman and Holocaust survivor who operates a tailor shop in

a defunct Kansas City shopping mall. When she is served an

eviction notice from her landlord, Big Sonia faces an agoniz-

ing decision: open up a new shop or retire. Leah Warshawski

(Sonia's granddaughter) and Todd Soliday's documentary

revels in its subject's outsized personality, harrowing history

and undimmed determination. 93 minutes. Unrated. (Opens

Monday 12/11 at Guild Cinema)

The Cameraman
Buster Keaton stars in this classic 1928 comedy about a

clumsy photographer who attempts to become a motion pic-

ture cameraman after falling in love with a secretary working

at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (the movie studio that actually

made this film). Double-featured with Man With A Movie

Camera. 69 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 12/8 at Guild

Cinema)

The Disaster Artist
Reviewed this issue. 103 minutes. R. (Opens Friday 12/8 at

Century Rio)

Guess Who's Coming to Dinner
Spencer Tracy, Katharine Hepburn, Sidney Poitier and

Katharine Houghton star in this hallmark 1967 comedy-

drama about an upper-class couple whose liberal attitudes

are challenged when their daughter introduces them to her

African-American fiancé. Though it may not seem like such a

big deal today, interracial marriage was still illegal in 17

states when this film was shot 50 years ago! 108 minutes.

Unrated. (Opens Sunday 12/10 at Century Rio, Century 14

Downtown, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Just Getting Started
Morgan Freeman and Tommy Lee Jones star in this old folks

action comedy about an ex-FBI agent (Jones) who moves

into a swinging retirement community and immediately

clashes with the ex-mob lawyer (Freeman) who manages the

place. They even fight over the resident AARP hottie (Rene

Russo)—at least until a bunch of mob hitmen show up, gun-

ning for the lawyer who's hiding out under witness protec-

tion. Then, it's reluctant buddy comedy time. 91 minutes.

PG-13. (Opens Friday 12/8 at Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,

AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Century Rio,

Century 14 Downtown)

Man With a Movie Camera
Dziga Vertrov wrote and directed this playful, self-referential,

silent "documentary" from 1929. In this "day in the life of

the Soviet Union" snapshot, we watch as a cameraman wan-

ders the streets of Kiev, Moscow and Odessa documenting

Soviet workers interacting with the machinery of modern life.

Most of the "work" we see, however, is our onscreen camera-

man (Mikhail Kaufman) making a movie. Double-featured

with The Cameraman. 68 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Saturday

12/9 at Guild Cinema)

National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation
The Griswold clan ends up hosting redneck Cousin Eddie for

Christmas in this holiday favorite from 1989. Chevy Chase,

Beverly D'Angelo, Juliette Lewis, Johnny Galecki, Randy Quaid

and Julia Louis-Dreyfus star. 97 minutes. PG-13. (Opens

Tuesday 12/12 at Cottonwood Stadium 16, Flix Brewhouse)

The Other Side of Hope
Finnish filmmaker Aki Kaurismäki (Leningrad Cowboys Go

America, The Man Without a Past, Le Havre) helms this typi-

cally melancholic comedy about Europe's current refugee

crisis. Displaced Syrian Khaled (Sherwan Haji) lands in

Helsinki as a stowaway. At the same time, middle-aged

salesman Wikstrom (Sakari Kuosmanen) leaves his wife and

opens a highly unprofitable restaurant. Slowly ('cause that's

how Kaurismaki rolls), the paths of these two down-but-not-

out characters cross paths. 98 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Fri-

day 12/8 at Guild Cinema)

Shadowman
Before Banksy, there was mysterious, Lower East Side New
York graffiti artist Richard Hambleton—known as "Shadow-
man" because of his penchant for painting crime scene-in-
spired silhouettes on the dirty walls of Manhattan. This
pioneer of NYC's street art movement soon stumbled into
drug addiction and homelessness, but his star is belatedly
revived—with an assist from documentary filmmaker Oren Ja-
coby (Master Thief: Art of the Heist, Constantine's Sword)—
after contemporaries like Jean-Michel Basquiat and Keith
Harring made the "good career move" of dying young. 81
minutes. Unrated. (Opens Thursday 12/7 at Guild Cinema)

Thelma
In this style-heavy supernatural psychodrama, a college
freshman (Eilie Harboe) in Oslo tries to get out from under
the grip of her controlling, evangelical parents. The increas-
ingly sexual attentions of female college friend (Kaya
Wilkins) only add to our protagonist's stress level—which
leads to a series of seizures, which unleash her latent teleki-
netic abilities. Director Joachim Trier (Oslo, August 31st;
Louder Than Bombs) flirts with horror elements in this Car-
rie-esque thriller, but the emphasis is more on repressed
emotions, slow-burning eroticism and that distinctly Nordic
brand of icy austerity. In Norwegian with English subtitles.
116 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 12/8 at High Ridge)

STILL PLAYING

A Bad Moms Christmas
Back in 2016 Bad Moms became a runaway raunchy hit,
grossing more than $100 million on a tiny $20 million
budget. So here's the sequel. Overworked, under-appreciated
Mila Kunis, Katheryn Hahn and Kristen Bell are back. The
joke this time around is that their overbearing mothers
(Susan Sarandon, Christine Baranski and Cheryl Hines) are
visiting for the holidays. Sure, it's a standard sitcom setup.
But at least there's "crude sexual content and language
throughout." R. (Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Cottonwood
Stadium 16, AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema)

Faces Places
Octogenarian Belgian writer/director Agnès Varda (The
Gleaners & I, Cleo from 5 to 7) joins forces with thirtysome-
thing photographer/muralist JR to take a road trip through
rural France. The two artists hit it off fabulously, bonding over
their mutual curiosity and creativity in this playful, wonder-
fully personal documentary. If it's "about" anything, it's the
pride and joy people—from famous artists to humble farm-
ers—take in their everyday work. A real cinematic charmer.
89 minutes. PG. (Guild Cinema)

Justice League
Batman, Wonder Woman, The Flash, Aquaman, Cyborg (and
maybe a certain big blue Boy Scout) join forces to fight off
an apocalyptic alien invasion. It's another incremental im-
provement in the DC/Warner Bros. brand, but it's punishingly
frenetic, the CGI is on overload and everybody looks like an
overdesigned basketball shoe. (This last one is particularly
annoying in the wake of Thor: Raganrok, which embraced the
hell out of legendary artist Jack Kirby's visual style. Justice
League borrows a lot of Kirby characters and storylines, but
none of his trademark look.) 121 minutes. PG-13. (Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Flix Brew-
house, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Kepler's Dream
In this "coming-of-age mystery" an 11-year-old girl searches
for a rare missing book from her grandmother's library while
trying to puzzle out why her family is fractured the way it is—
all during one memorable summer at an isolated New Mex-
ico adobe. Kelly Lynch, Holland Taylor and Sean Patrick
Flanery and Steven Michael Quezada are among the adult
cast. Based on the acclaimed YA novel by Juliet Bell. Shot in
New Mexico, of course. 90 minutes. (Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque)

Lady Bird
Writer/actress Greta Gerwig (Greenberg, Mistress America,

Francis Ha) turns director for this witty, well-observed com-
ing-of-age drama. Saoirse Ronan (Hanna, Brooklyn) stars a
Northern California girl stuck in Catholic school and applying
to a bunch of East Coast colleges in hopes of escaping her
overbearing, hypercritical mother (Laurie Metcalf, employing

Another WolfCop
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Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12

3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN

100 Central SW • 1 (800) 326-3264 ext. 943#

CENTURY RIO

I-25 & Jefferson • 1 (800) 326-3264

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16

Cottonwood Mall • 897-6858

FLIX BREWHOUSE

3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE

12910 Indian School NE • 275-0038

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE

13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8

4591 San Mateo NE • 1 (800) Fandango, express # 1194

MOVIES WEST

9201 Coors NW • 1 (800) Fandango, express # 1247

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA

1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER

UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

UNM MIDWEEK MOVIES

UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-4706

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX

2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • 881-2220

her sitcom skills to great effect). Reviewed in v26 i47. 93
minutes. R. (Century Rio, High Ridge, Century 14 Downtown,
AMC Albuquerque 12)

Last Flag Flying
Richard Linklater (Slacker, Dazed and Confused, Before Sun-

set, Boyhood) seems like an odd man to write and direct
this eligiac, post-military dramedy (based on the novel by
Darryl Ponicsan). Steve Carell is a meek, former Navy man
who hooks up with two old buddies from Vietnam (Bryan
Cranston and Laurence Fishburne) after his son is killed in
the first Gulf War. He wants help burying the kid, but the road
trip leads down some odd side roads. There's not a lot to
this talk-and-drive, but the humor and chemistry among the
leads is infectious. Cranston (a loudmouthed bar owner) and
Laurence (a reformed-sinner-turned-reverend) function as
the devil and angel on our mourning father's shoulders. Amid
the humorous escapades, there's a serious story about what
our government asks young men to do, and what it tells par-
ents about their service. 125 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Loving Vincent
Every single frame of this animated biopic was hand-painted
in oil. The story concerns a young man who comes to the last
hometown of painter Vincent van Gogh to deliver the trou-
bled artist's final letter and ends up investigating the artist's
last days. Did van Gogh commit suicide or was he mur-
dered? Needless to say, the painstaking work of the filmmak-
ers is gorgeous to behold. The mystery angle is a bit
gimmicky, but the visuals do a stunning job of expressing the
artist's life though his work. 94 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14
Downtown, High Ridge)

The Man Who Invented Christmas
Dan Stevens (from "Downton Abbey," The Guest, Beauty and

the Beast, "Legion," Marshall and growing overexposure)
stars as Charles Dickens. The film relates the "real life" inspi-
rations that caused him to write A Christmas Carol. It's a
nice, well-dressed Victorian-era biopic but doesn't really ex-
press the lasting historical impact Dickens had on the Christ-
mas holiday. 104 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, High Ridge, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Murder On the Orient Express
Kenneth Branagh directs this classy, rather traditional take
on Agatha Christie's oft-filmed murder mystery. Most of the
whodunit fun is in watching the crowded A-list cast—which
includes Penélope Cruz, Josh Gad, Johnny Depp, Daisy Rid-
ley, Derek Jacobi, Michelle Pfeiffer, Judi Dench and Willem
Dafoe. 114 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Century 14 Down-
town, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, High Ridge)

My Friend Dahmer
Weirdly sensitive and sympathetic, this biopic heads back to
’70s suburbia to look in on a high school-aged, pre-serial
killer Jeffrey Dahmer (played here by Teen Choice fave Ross
Lynch of Teen Beach Movie and "Austin & Ally"). Believe it or
not, this is based on the true-life graphic novel by John
Backderf, who was actually a classmate of Dahmer. The idea
is that Dahmer was once something close to human—which
doesn't lessen the severity of his crimes, but does add a
layer of sick fascination to the story. 107 minutes. R. (High
Ridge)

Novitiate
In the early ’60s, during the era of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, a young woman enters her training to become a nun.
While the Catholic Church struggles to adapt to the modern
world, our protagonist grapples with issues of faith, the
changing church and sexuality. There's a lot of coming-of-age
drama and a touch of lesbian sex (enough to tick off the
Catholic Legion of Decency), but the mix of introspective
drama and religious history never quite gels. On a side note:
Melissa Leo (Frozen River, The Fighter) makes for one scary
Mother Superior. 123 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

The Polar Express
Chris Van Allsburg's gorgeous, award-winning children's book
comes to life in a computer-animated fantasy directed by
Robert Zemeckis (Cast Away, Forrest Gump, Back to the Fu-

ture). The simple story has a skeptical kid boarding a magi-
cal train to the North Pole and meeting Santa Claus. The
"photo-realistic" CGI was faintly impressive from a technical
perspective back in 2004, but is still flat-out creepy to
watch. 100 minutes. G. (Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque)

Roman J. Israel, Esq.
Dan Gilroy follows up his lacerating debut Nightcrawler with
this noble, but rather familiar legal drama. Denzel Washing-

ton stars as an idealistic (possibly autistic) social justice
lawyer trying to keep alive the ideas of 1970s activism (not
to mention ’70s wardrobe). When his longtime partner suf-
fers a heart attack, our titular protagonist is caught between
going to work for a slick corporate law firm and sticking with
his ideals. The film is more of a character study than a legal
thriller, causing the story to come out in bits and pieces.
129 minutes. PG-13. (Cottonwood Stadium 16, Century Rio,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

The Star
A small but brave donkey convinces a bunch of wacky, wise-
cracking animal pals to defy King Herod and go in search of
the Star of Bethlehem. Yup, its a CGI cartoon retelling of the
birth of Baby Jesus—from the perspective of all those ani-
mals you jam in the back of the Christmas creche. Stephen
Yuen, Kristin Chenoweth, Tracey Morgan, Keegan-Michael Key,
Oprah Winfrey, Tyler Perry, Gabriel Iglesias and Mariah Carey
are among the eclectic voice cast. 86 minutes. PG. (Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Thor: Ragnarok
Trapped in an otherworldly gladiatorial contest, the Asgardian
God of Thunder Thor (Chris Hemsworth) teams up with his
angry pal the Hulk (Mark Ruffalo) to prevent the all-powerful
Goddess of Death Hela (Cate Blanchett) from destroying the
Asgardian civilization. New Zealander Taika Waititi (What We

Do in the Shadows) directs this high-energy action comedy
with a breezy sense of fun. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16, Century Rio)

Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri
Martin McDonagh (who gave us the fine In Bruges) writes
and directs this brilliant, bitter crime dramedy. Frances Mc-
Dormand guarantees herself an Oscar nomination as Mil-
dred, a permanently angry divorcée whose teenage daughter
was raped and murdered. With no progress on the case in
the last seven months, mom erects three billboards castigat-

ing the popular local police chief (Woody Harrelson) for his
inaction. This sets off a chain of ugly repercussions in their
tiny community. There are bursts of fine character-based
humor (particularly from Sam Rockwell as a dimwitted police
officer), but the overarching tone is one of ordinary, well-
meaning people trying to do the right thing but ending up
doing the exact wrong thing. Reviewed in v26 i48. 115 min-
utes. R. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, High Ridge,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema)

Wonder
Ever wonder what the kid from Mask was like in elementary
school? That's pretty much the premise of this heartwarming
drama about a fifth grader (Room's Jacob Tremblay) with fa-
cial deformities who goes to a mainstream elementary
school for the first time and struggles for acceptance. Fortu-
nately, he's got a tough and loving mom (Julia Roberts) at
his side. Based on the bestselling novel by R.J. Palacio. 113
minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

SECOND RUN

Arthur Christmas
Aardman Animations, the company behind the much-loved
Wallace & Gromit series, trade clay for CGI in this 2011 holi-
day toon. When a tiny computer glitch at Santa's workshop
leaves one poor little girl without a present, it's up to Santa's
young son Arthur to save the day. 97 minutes. PG. (Movies 8)

Despicable Me 3
Poor, misunderstood mad scientist Gru (Steve Carell) tried to
go legit in the last Despicable Me movie, but this newest ani-
mated outing finds him fired from his job as a superspy. A
timely reunion with his long-lost (and incredibly successful)
twin brother has him plotting one last villainous heist (with
the help of his minions, of course). 90 minutes. PG. (Movies
8)

The Foreigner
Martial arts superstar Jackie Chan does the "retired special
agent hunts down the kidnappers/killers of his daughter"
thing. This tightly budgeted thriller actually spends more time
with Pierce Brosnan as a Northern Irish politician trying to
quell sectarian violence—but the mix of action and politics
ends up working 114 minutes. R. (Movies 8)

Geostorm
Seems that, in the near future, mankind has developed a se-
ries of satellites that can control the weather. But when the
tech gets hacked (unleashing tsunamis, tornados, hurri-
canes, earthquakes, you name it), it's up to super-genius
Gerard Butler to save the Earth. 109 minutes. PG-13.
(Movies 8)

It
Bill Skarsgard ("Hemlock Grove") takes over from Tim Curry
as the demonic clown luring kids into the sewers of a small
New England town. 135 minutes. R. (Movies 8)

The LEGO Ninjago Movie
This toy-based feature is much funnier and more inventive
than you're thinking. Dave Franco voices Lloyd, a haplessly
unpopular high schooler— and a secret member of a "Power
Rangers"-esque team of superpowered teens who defend
Ninjago City with their giant robots. Unfortunately Lloyd's dad
is Lord Garmadon (Justin Theroux, obviously having a ball), a
monstrous warlord bent on conquer destroying the city. 101
minutes. PG. (Movies 8)

The Mountain Between Us
In this romantic adventure, Idris Elba and Kate Winslet star
as mismatched strangers who survive a plane crash and
must form a connection to survive an extreme trek over a re-
mote, snow-covered mountain. 103 minutes. PG-13. (Movies
8, AMC Albuquerque 12)

Thank You For Your Service
From the folks who made American Sniper comes this very
similar, inspired-by-a-true-story drama about a group of US
soldiers who return from Iraq and struggle to integrate back
into family and civilian life. 108 minutes. R. (Movies 8)

Tyler Perry's Boo 2! A Madea Halloween
Tyler Perry straps on a dress again to play the scrappy granny
Madea, who travels to a campground with some gal-pals
where they are forced to fend off the advances of various
monsters, goblins and boogeymen. 101 minutes. PG-13.
(Movies 8)
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Let Our Gigs Open
the Door

There’s only one thing gonna set you free …

BY AUGUST MARCH

“W
hen everything feels all over/
Everybody seems unkind/ I’ll give
you a four-leaf clover/ Take all

worry out of your mind …” —“Let My
Love Open The Door,” by Pete
Townshend, from an album called Empty
Glass.

Let’s get something straight. I can’t
stand The Who, but will admit that some
of Pete Townshend’s solo work is decent. I
recall the late summer of ’01 when Michael
Henningsen sent me to cover The Who in
concert at Isleta Amphitheater.

Townshend was wearing a white, space-
age-seeming jumpsuit, literally ripping up
his hands and the music with his awesome
power-stumming; Thunderfingers just stood
there, his hands a blur; Ringo Starr’s kid
Zach was drumming because Keith Moon
was dead. What’s not to like about that?
Two words, one name: Roger Daltry, the
worst, most distracting front man of all
time. I went on and on about all of that in
my review, but Henny cut all the mean
stuff.

Anyway, I before go too far out on such
an old seeming tangent, here’s a reminder
from our sponsers (kindly see the ads on the
next page) who tell me you ought to go see
one of their shows this weekend. I agree, so
let’s go and hope no obnoxious lead singers
will appear in the midst of concertland to
re-engage my youthful trauma.

Thursday
SonReal is really a dude named Aaron
Hoffman whose approach to hip-hop music
includes its veritable immersion in singer-
songwriter aesthetics, including a
prominent acoustic guitar and narratives
that ebb and flow around the artist’s
personal experiences. On his latest online
single, “My Friend,” Hoffman’s got a Drexl
Spivey (see Gary Oldman, True Romance)
sorta delivery that adds spice, in the way of
dramatic tension, to a tale that earnestly
includes the lyrics “family is the one and
only thing we need, to get by.” The curious
may well wonder how such a tricky tone
can elicit allure and lead to rewarding sonic
encounters, but with SonReal the proof is
in the production; his work sounds honest
and heartfelt, despite the underground
affectation. And hey, when he wants to
sound pop, there’s always autotune, right?
SonReal will perform at Launchpad (618
Central Ave. SW) on Thursday, Dec. 7. Be
there if you like how hip-hop hungrily

absorbs other genres in order to stay on the
top of club revenue lists and listener’s
hearts, countrywide. $15 general admission,
$85 meet and greet package • 8pm • All-
ages (13+)

Friday
Long-lasting jazz bands in the city of
Albuquerque seem to be a rare bird indeed;
when they do last, they tend to be
legendary. Take for example local dirty jazz
adherents Le Chat Lunatique. Composed
of vocalist Muni Kulasinghe, guitarist John
Sandlin, bassist and vocalist Jared Putnam
and stick master Greg Williams, Le Chat
Lunatique has been playing memorable gigs
around this town for more than 12 years.
The filthy jazzers themselves will be hosting
a CD release party at Sister (407 Central
Ave. NW) on Friday, Dec. 8. Expect to
hear selections from the just finished yet
still unnamed new work as well as great Le
Chat tuneage from the past, including
imagination-stretching arrangements of
“Minnie the Moocher,” the Django
Reinhardt classic “Blue Drag” and John
Sandlin’s absolutely insane, reggae-soaked
take on Satie’s “Gnossienne No. 1.” $15 •
9pm • 21+

Saturday
Austinite country-Western folksinger Sam
Riggs brings his deep, sonorous voice—the
one that sang “I’ve always been in love
with things that kill me,” on 2016’s
“Second Hand Smoke”—to Burque on
Saturday, Dec. 9, via the Dirty Bourbon
Dance Hall and Saloon (9800

SONIC REDUCER
BYAUGUST MARCH

Voodoo Kid
Gone Away Mad

(Self Released)

Voodoo Kid is an outfit that self-
identifies as “a modern rock and
roll band.” By the looks of their
Bandcamp profiles, they’ve been
responsible for more than a half
dozen reocordings, the lastest being Gone Away Mad,
which dropped on Nov. 18. Guitar and vocals are front
and center here—all the other instrumentation is
supplemental—and the informed yet predictable chops
the dudes use come straight from the classic rock
canon; I’m sure that’s a Strat or an SG slithering
through most of the tracks. The singer could be any
emotionally advanced hesher from a youthful Myles
Goodwyn to a semi-aged and already infirm Chester
Bennington. The midway-through ballad, “Falling Out,”
draws directly from the sacred book of hair rock, which
begs a brilliant question: Are all these derivative doings
worthy of sustained listening or in the flesh, concert-
time worship? I don’t know, ask Alice Cooper; I’m too
busy jamming out.

V1RTUAL
D3SCENT
Darkened Skies

(DSBP Records)

At times coarsely executed—
because hey, everybody needs to
work on their lyrics, me
included—but with a cunning and
constantly regenerating, winning ’80s cop-show-
industrial beat aggressively floating through the
proceedings like it wants to seduce you with agitation
and lust, the new digital album by Burque dark electro,
EBM synthpop outfit V1RTUAL D3SCENT is certainly
worth a listen. It may sound especially awesome on
those Saturday nights one would otherwise spend at
home alone drinking vodka, tapping through Facebook
and ruminating on the sad purposelessness of life. I’m
certainly up for those sorts of kicks if playing this
recording and dancing around numbly to its urgent tone
are included on said Saturdays. Highlights include title
track “Darkenened Skies,” “Unit 731” and the
dangerously discursive, keyboards-deluxe closer,
“Disintegrate.” 

Fred Johnson
Haul Away Joe

(Self-Released)

Fred Johnson is the name of the
gravelly, tremulously rambling
and probably deep and dark
American music trio that features
Sean O’Connor on banjo and vocals, Joe Silva on guitar
and vocals and the ubiquitous Mark Weaver on
percussion and tuba. Weaver’s use of the low register,
orchestral brass instrument in the place of a sting bass
in many a local ensemble signifies the evolution of
musical aesthetics in Albuquerque; following his use
and experimentation, a whole generation of this town’s
musical artists began to try out new sounds and
alternate configurations. That’s a whole different story,
because in this recording ensemble playing is key to
creating an intriguing and repeatedly engaging work
that brushes texture onto traditional American work
and folk music and aesthetics with Postmodern
aplomb. Every track is golden but “Joe Louis Was a
Fighting Man,” “Meet You In the Parking Lot” and
“Invitation to the Blues” are timelessly presented. a

Montgomery Blvd. NE). Riggs is known for
a finger-picking style that he learned from
guitar legend Ray Wylie Hubbard. The
guitarist/singer has used that style to great
effect on the two albums he’s released and
the latest effort, Breathless, received heaps of
critical and record-industry notice,
including artist of the year awards in Texas
Magazine. An intense troubadour with
intricate stylings and hard scrabble stories
to back up his instrumental intensity, Riggs
is one of the next generation of country
artists who can play like the dickens and
charm the hell outta just about everyone
who listens. $10 • 9pm • 21+

Tuesday
Okay, I just heard about this one and it sure
as hell sounds like my cup of tea, so let me
tell you about it. Roñoso—which means,
like, “totally filthy” in some ill-used Spanish
slang dialect—is a local longtime local punk
rock band from right here in the Duke City.
They are playing at Launchpad (618
Central Ave. NW) on Tuesday, Dec. 12. As
you may recall, Roñoso performs some of
the most rocking, monstrous tuneage ever
made in a metallic world waiting for a
desperate, before-death listen. These paeans
to crust include glistening goodies like
“Mud Puddle to Valhalla,” “Steel Wool
Catheter” and “Seep and Destroy.” It’s all
entrenched, acerbic and noisy mierda, sung
with a smirk, a conscience and some wicked
guitar playing too. Join the inevitably
injurious mosh pit when local black-clad
heshers Rock n Roll Is The Devils Music,
Bomb Scare and Laughing Dog up the ante
by opening for this sludgy, probably mostly
male thrashfest. $5 • 9pm • 21+ a

Sam Riggs COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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Wednesday DEC 6 7:00pm Doors

Thursday DEC 7 8:00pm Doors

Saturday DEC 9 9:00pm Doors

Tuesday DEC 12 7:00pm Doors

Sunday DEC 10 8:00pm Doors

Thursday DEC 14 8:00pm Doors

Friday DEC 8 8:00pm Doors

WINDS OF PLAGUE
A MALICIOUS PLAGUE

FIELDS OF ELYSIUM  FACING MIRRORS

Sunday DEC 17 8:00pm Doors

SONREAL

LET IT GROW  PINK FREUD

LA LLORONA
CD RELEASE SHOW

CONCEPTO TAMBOR  BURQUE SOL
THE COFFIN STUFFERS  DJ HALCYON

WIFISFUNERAL
DANNY TOWERS  458KEEZ
CHRIS DINERO  DJ YAZMINE

RONOSO
ROCK N ROLL IS THE DEVILS MUSIC
BOMB SCARE  LAUGHING DOG

HED PE
BLINDDRYVE  LUCIA

PATEMA  SPKY//SCRY
PAINTING PROMISES

Compiled by Megan Reneau and Zabrina Chavez. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY DEC 7
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOMAustin Van • country •
6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Greg Butera • folk, country, Americana •
6pm • FREE

LAUNCHPAD SonReal • hip-hop, alternative • 7pm • See Show
Up!

M’TUCCI’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT Sloan Armitage • acoustic,
singer-songwriter, indie • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

NICK & JIMMY’S Sina Soul Queen • jazz, R&B, soul, broadway,
contemporary, pop • 5:30pm • ALL-AGES!

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Bardo • classical guitar • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS A Gato Malo Christmas • Gato
Malo • folk, blues, rock • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK A Very Demonic Christmas • DJ
D-Monic • variety • 4pm • FREE • 21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Zoltan and the Fortune Tellers • jazz,
swing • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

FRIDAY DEC 8
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Ancient Bones •
classic rock, folk • 5:30pm • Beg, Borrow and Steal • variety •
8:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DRAFTY KILT BREWING COMPANY Cody Broyles • folk, rock,
country • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

JAM SPOT 24 Hrs • hip-hop, rap • 8pm

LAUNCHPAD LET IT GROW • Grateful Dead tribute • Pink Freud •
jazz, trance, nu-jazz, psychedelic • 8pm • $10 • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY HEIGHTS TAP ROOM Jade Masque • Latin,
jazz • 7pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY WESTSIDE TAP ROOM Jody V and Groove
Time • jazz, funk, soul • 8pm

NICK & JIMMY’S Sina Soul Queen • jazz, R&B, soul, broadway,
contemporary, pop • 6pm • ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANYMineral Hill • country, punkgrass •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER Album Release • Le Chat Lunatique • jazz, swing • 9pm •
See Show Up!

SUNSHINE THEATER The Dirty Heads • reggae • Sir Sly • 8pm •
13+

YANNI’S AND LEMONI BAR AND GRILL SWAG • jazz, blues,
Motown • 7:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SATURDAY DEC 9
B2B2 TAPROOM The Roger Lewis All Stars • jazz • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Benny Bassett •
variety • 5:30pm • Luna Upfront • variety • 8:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE COOPERAGE Nosotros • salsa • 9:30pm • $7 • 21+

DESERT VALLEY BREWING Buddha • reggae • Ceekay Jones • rap •
8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Sam Riggs • country • 9pm • See Show Up!

LA CUMBRE BREWING CO. The Gershom Brothers • pop, rock •
6pm • FREE

LAUNCHPAD La Llorona CD Release Show • Concepto Tambor •
Afro-Latin, Latin, world • Burque Sol • reggae • Coffin Stuffers • ska,
punk • DJ Halcyon • Latin, cumbia • 9pm

LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO Rick Michel • Frank
Sinatra tribute, jazz • 8pm

MARBLE BREWERY HEIGHTS TAP ROOM Clark Libbey • folk,
Americana, singer-songwriter • 7pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY WESTSIDE TAP ROOM Entangled Dreams •
indie, rock, pop • 8pm • FREE • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Done For • Guilt By Association • Bleach
Party USA • Doomed To Exist • metal, punk • Reverse Funeral •
Intentional Misuse • 8pm

NICK & JIMMY’S Sina Soul Queen • jazz, R&B, soul, broadway,
contemporary, pop • 6pm • ALL-AGES! • Karaoke with Sina Soul •
9pm • FREE • 13+

Calendar | MusiC

MUSIC

CALENDAR
RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANYMelissa Rios • singer-songwriter •
8pm • FREE

SISTER Champion Sound DJ Series • Shakedown • Native • Wae
Fonkey • funk, soul • Clout • 9pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Julian Dossett • Western, swing,
blues, jazz, rockabilly • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING TAPROOM Casey Mraz • rock, soul, pop,
Latin • 5pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Nathan Fox • indie, singer-
songwriter, blues • 8pm • FREE • 21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO SOL DE LA NOCHE • Latin, world, jazz,
fusion • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

SUNDAY DEC 10
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Squash Blossom Boys • bluegrass, folk,
Americana • 4pm • FREE

DRAFTY KILT BREWING COMPANY Tobyriffic Karaoke Show •
3pm • FREE

LAUNCHPAD Wifisfuneral • trap • Danny Towers • 458keez • Cris
Dinero • DJ Yazmine • 8pm

SISTERWeekly Alibi Record Pop-Up • Asa Martin • folk • Russian
Girlfriends • punk • Austin Morrell • rock • The Timewreckers •
cosmic country • 2pm • See Event Horizon

MONDAY DEC 11
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Singing Pilgrims •
folk, country • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Open Mic Jam Night with Dave and
Friends • 7pm

SISTER Gatecreeper • death metal • Bad Gateway • Echoes Of
Fallen • 8pm • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING TAPROOM Old-Time Jam Circle • Virginia
Creepers • variety • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

TUESDAY DEC 12
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Open Mic with
Rob Roman • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BRICKYARD PIZZA Open Mic • 9pm • 21+

DRAFTY KILT BREWING COMPANY Geeks Who Drink • trivia •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Dance Gavin Dance • post hardcore,
math rock, experimental rock, progressive rock • 7pm • $20 •
ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Roñoso • sludge, grind • Rock n Roll Is The Devils
Music • Bomb Scare • Laughing Dog • metal • 9pm • See Show
Up!

SANDBAR BREWERY AND GRILL Tuesday Takeover • DJ Flo Fader •
hip-hop • 10pm • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

ZULLO’S BISTRO Open Mic Hosted By Draztik • 6:03pm • FREE •
18+

WEDNESDAY DEC 13
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DRAFTY KILT BREWING COMPANY X-ile Open Mic and Acoustic
Jam • Next 2 the Tracks • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DUKE CITY SPORTS BAR Duke City Jazz Jam • 7pm • FREE

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

POSH NIGHTCLUB Electric Wednesday • 10pm • 21+

SECOND STREET BREWERY TAPROOM, Santa Fe K.Dutch • rap,
hip-hop • The Fat Sweet • Outstanding Citizen’s Collective • DJ Cap •
7:30pm • $7 • ALL-AGES!

SISTER Teach Me Equals • rock • Glitter Vomit! • Tom Foe • 8pm •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Geeks Who Drink • trivia • 3pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING TAPROOM Todd Tijerina Trio • blues, dance,
roots, rock • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+
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Straight dope | advice from the abySS  by cecil adamS

Why isn’t venison a major
industry in the U.S.?

Would it be possible to supply

enough venison to make a regular

fast-food item, like if Arby’s wanted

to have their venison sandwich

available all year? Is it even legal for

ordinary people to raise deer? 

—Mdcastle, via the Straight Dope Message

Board

For those of you who don’t keep up on your fast-

food marketing gimmicks, Mdcastle is referring to

an autumn promotion at Arby’s in recent years, a

special one-day-only venison-steak sandwich. So

far the scheme seems to be working better than

you might guess: the venison sells out within hours,

sometimes minutes, and Arby’s gets, if not the

widespread civil unrest inspired by McDonald’s

Szechuan sauce, at least the spike in social-media

chatter any modern business craves. Who knew

there was such a hunger for deer?

Makes sense when you think about it, really.

Millennials, we never stop hearing, are driving

American food culture toward more and more outré

tastes, and we were bound to get around to game

eventually. In October the food-delivery app Caviar

reported that orders for game meat had risen 80

percent over the last two years. Deer’s also

healthier and easier on the environment than beef.

Plus there’s that rising passion for local eating;

what could be more local than deer? None of the

American butcher-shop staples—cow, pig,

chicken—are indigenous to the continent. Deer, on

the other hand? Like eating out of our own national

backyard.

In theory, anyway. In fact, Arby’s had to source

its venison from New Zealand, where there’s a

robust deer-farming industry; in the U.S., only 20

percent of the demand for venison is met by

domestic supply. But yes, it’s legal to raise deer

here, and lots of farmers are doing it. Back in 2007

an analysis from Texas A&M found that cervid

livestock—not just your deer but also your elk, your

reindeer—was one of the fastest-growing

industries in rural America; fresher stats peg its

growth at 25 to 30 percent annually.

That said, waltzing into your local Taco Bell on

any given day and ordering the whitetail fajitas

remains a distant dream. Why? There’s a catch-22

in play, applicable any time you find yourself

wondering why we don’t eat more [insert name of

nonstandard meat here]. Taxpayers, vegetarian

and carnivorous alike, foot the bill for USDA

inspections of beef, pork, and poultry. Farmers of

other animals, though, from rabbits to goats to

deer, have to dig into their own pockets to pay for

inspection. Meanwhile, with demand for venison

still relatively limited, lenders are leerier about

fronting startup costs for deer farming, seeing it as

a higher-risk venture. There are also cervid-specific

expenses, such as the eight-foot-high (i.e.,

unjumpable) fencing required in most states.

So, in short: because venison's a niche industry,

it’s more expensive to get into; because it’s more

expensive to get into, it’ll probably stay a niche

industry.

Back up, you say: why the special fence

requirement? That’s owing to the fact that captive

deer are at risk for chronic wasting disease, a fatal

relative of mad-cow, and another obstacle to your

aspirational deerburger. Conservationists worry

CWD will spread from farmed deer to those outside

the fence, decimating wild populations; a recent

article in the magazine Petersen’s Hunting referred

to deer farming as a “ticking time bomb.”

But here’s where things get complicated. The

captive deer the article focused on aren’t raised for

venison. They’re raised as stock for private game

preserves—an enormously lucrative part of this

industry, and one with noisy detractors. Truly, the

optics aren’t great. A 2014 Indianapolis Star

investigation, for instance, told of a stud deer

named X-Factor, “the product of more than three

decades of selective breeding,” who’d been valued

at a million, er, bucks owing to a set of antlers on his

head too huge and heavy for his neck to easily

support. Some might call this rack grotesque;

others might call it the ultimate in above-fireplace

decor. That’s the dark side of the deer ranch, then:

they’re breeding elaborately antlered deer to be

easy quarry for weekend warriors.

The odiousness of this whole setup has gained

the wild deer powerful allies: so-called fair-chase

hunters, represented by groups like the National

Wildlife Federation, who’ve been fighting various

state proposals to re-regulate deer as livestock,

rather than wildlife. The NWF set is motivated by

the obvious threat—can’t hunt deer that’ve already

dropped dead—but ties it to a bigger-picture point:

that wildlife is a public trust that shouldn’t be

privatized.

This principle’s been kicking around the hunting

and fishing communities for more than a century,

once championed by folks like Teddy Roosevelt.

And the fair-chase hunters have successfully

fought proposals to liberalize the deer industry in

states like Tennessee and Missouri. It’s a sweetly (if

I may say it) un-American idea, this notion that

some things are beyond buying and selling.

Unfortunately for the fair-chasers, we're still in

America. The future’s not exactly on their side. 

Send questions to Cecil via straightdope.com or write him c/o
Chicago Reader, 30 N. Racine, Suite 300, Chicago 60607.
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bAked gOOdS | CANNAbiS NeWS by JOShUA Lee

Sessions Makes
Waves, Again

(But not really)

G
od bless it. I was getting so comfy out here

on the edges, where you hardly hear

mention of that old codger Jeff

Sessions—Attorney General and itchy,

self-appointed moral conscience for this

here fine country of ours. Being angry

at someone is almost as exhausting as

pitying them, and I was enjoying not

having to think about Ol’ Splithoof

for a few weeks. 
See, last month, he was too busy

fending off attacks from all sides to
keep up with his hobby of putting the
monthly scare into states with legal cannabis.
People started to take notice of all the changes
Ol’ Sessions has been enacting over at the
Department of Justice: like the increased
number of leak investigation cases over the
last year, or his policy review regarding the
rules for subpoenaing reporters (the ones that
protect source anonymity). For obvious
reasons, the major news outlets have been
making a stink about it.

Meanwhile, questions about Sessions’
decision to roll back drug law reforms and
enable attorneys to seek out the harshest
available penalties for drug violations were
beginning to encircle his bobble head.
Weren’t those laws built to target people of
color? Were all those warnings last year about
Sessions being a racist more than flippant
character attacks?

And the Russia talk—my god, the Russia
talk. So, the senior Democrat on the
Intelligence Committee, Rep. Adam Schiff of
California, told reporters last week that during
Sessions’ closed-door testimony before the
committee, the attorney general declined to
answer whether “he was ever instructed by the
president to take any action that he believed
would hinder the Russia investigation,”
regarding tampering with the US 2016
presidential election. Just a couple weeks prior
to that, he told Congress that he hadn’t been
lying when he said he’d had no Russian
contacts during the Trump campaign. This
was after it had been revealed that he had
indeed met with the Russian ambassador.

Meaning: I finally got to relax, lean back
with a packed bowl and let my mind drift to
nicer things. Sessions had his own troubles.
No more eminent threat of incarceration. No
more nightmares of wet-eyed attorney
generals, mechanically crawling up the outer
walls of the Robert F. Kennedy Building like
ancient lizards, jerkily moving to face the sun.

But then someone must’ve dropped a
jalapeño in his morning milkshake last week,
because the fucker woke up with a terrible
disposition. With a few sentences, he got
everybody’s anxieties up and running. Easy.

When asked about cannabis policy during an
announcement concerning the opioid crisis,
Sessions said “We’re looking very hard on
that right now. In fact, we had meetings
yesterday and talked about it at some
length,” he said “We are working our
way through to a rational policy.”

Everyone lost their shit over that
last line. Who knows what
“rational policy” means to
Sessions? As usual, headlines

immediately shouted that a crackdown
was imminent.

But I found his follow-up statement
interesting: “I don’t want to suggest in any way
that this department believes that marijuana is
harmless and people should not avoid it.”
Doesn’t sound like any crackdown I’ve ever
heard of, so I won’t be panicking any time
soon.

UNM Study Says Cannabis
Might Reduce Opioid Use

The press conference Sessions was giving
was about the steps the DOJ will be taking to
fight the opioid epidemic in our country.
Unsurprisingly, he made no mention of using
cannabis as a treatment. Despite the popular
theory that cannabis can battle opioid
addiction, Sessions and the DOJ have
repeatedly denied the possibility.

Which makes a study conducted by the
University of New Mexico and published in
the journal PLOS ONE earlier this month all
the more timely. The study tracked 37 chronic
pain patients who were habitual opioid users
and were also enrolled in the state medical
cannabis program between 2010 and 2015,
compared to 29 patients with similar health
conditions who didn’t enroll. The results of
the study suggest that there is a significant
correlation between the reduction of opioid
use and enrollment in the state’s cannabis
program. During informal surveys, patients
told doctors that they substituted their opioid
prescriptions with cannabis.

This is an incredibly important moment in
the history of medical cannabis, and
everyone’s ears are twitching now. Public
opinion is on the side of using cannabis to
treat opioid dependency, a number of drug
companies are reportedly at various stages of
developing THC- and CBD-based painkillers
(despite cannabis’ status as a schedule 1
controlled substance) and now even science is
backing the advocates.

Now I guess we just wait for the
bureaucratic hate machine to catch up with
reality. a
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Free Will Astrology | Horoscopes by rob brezsny

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You may get richer
quicker in 2018, Aries—especially if you refuse to sell
out. You may accumulate more clout—especially if you
treat everyone as your equal and always wield your
power responsibly. I bet you will also experience
deeper, richer emotions—especially if you avoid people
who have low levels of emotional intelligence. Finally, I
predict you will get the best sex of your life in the next
12 months—especially if you cultivate the kind of peace
of mind in which you’ll feel fine about yourself if you
don’t get any sex at all. P.S.: You’d be wise to start
working on these projects immediately.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The members of the
fungus family, like mushrooms and molds, lack
chlorophyll, so they can’t make food from sunlight,
water and carbon dioxide. To get the energy they need,
they “eat” plants. That’s lucky for us. The fungi keep the
earth fresh. Without them to decompose fallen leaves,
piles of compost would continue to accumulate forever.
Some forests would be so choked with dead matter
that they couldn’t thrive. I invite you to take your
inspiration from the heroic fungi, Taurus. Expedite the
decay and dissolution of the worn-out and obsolete
parts of your life.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): I’m guessing you have
been hungrier than usual. At times you may have felt
voracious, even insatiable. What’s going on? I don’t
think this intense yearning is simply about food,
although it’s possible your body is trying to compensate
for a nutritional deficiency. At the very least, you’re
also experiencing a heightened desire to be understood
and appreciated. You may be aching for a particular
quality of love that you haven’t been able to give or get.
Here’s my theory: Your soul is famished for experiences
that your ego doesn’t sufficiently value or seek out. If
I’m correct, you should meditate on what your soul
craves but isn’t getting enough of.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The brightly colored
birds known as bee-eaters are especially fond of eating
bees and wasps. How do they avoid getting stung?
They snatch their prey in mid-air and then knock them
repeatedly against a tree branch until the stinger falls
off and the venom is flushed out. In the coming weeks,
Cancerian, you could perhaps draw inspiration from the
bee-eaters’ determination to get what they want. How
might you be able to draw nourishment from sources
that aren’t entirely benign? How could you extract
value from influences that you have to be careful with?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The coming months will be a
ripe time to revise and rework your past—to
reconfigure the consequences that emerged from what
happened once upon a time. I’ll trust you to make the
ultimate decisions about the best ways to do that, but
here are some suggestions: 1) Revisit a memory that
has haunted you, and do a ritual that resolves it and
brings you peace. 2) Go back and finally do a crucial
duty you left unfinished. 3) Return to a dream you
wandered away from prematurely, and either re-commit
yourself to it, or else put it to rest for good.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The astrological omens
suggest that now is a favorable time to deepen your
roots and bolster your foundations and revitalize
traditions that have nourished you. Oddly enough, the
current planetary rhythms are also conducive to you
and your family and friends playing soccer in the living
room with a ball made from rolled-up socks, pretending
to be fortune-telling psychics and giving each other
past-life readings and gathering around the kitchen
table to formulate a conspiracy to achieve world
domination. And no, the two sets of advice I just gave
you are not contradictory.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In accordance with the
long-term astrological omens, I invite you to make five
long-term promises to yourself. They were formulated
by the teacher Shannen Davis. Say them aloud a few
times to get a feel for them: 1) “I will make myself
eminently teachable through the cultivation of
openness and humility.” 2) “I won’t wait around hoping
that people will give me what I can give myself.” 3) “I’ll

be a good sport about the consequences of my actions,
whether they’re good, bad or misunderstood.” 4) “As I
walk out of a room where there are many people who
know me, I won’t worry about what anyone will say
about me.” 5) “I will only pray for the things I’m willing
to be the answer to.”

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): To discuss a problem is
not the same as doing something practical to correct it.
Many people don’t seem to realize this. They devote a
great deal of energy to describing and analyzing their
difficulties, and may even imagine possible solutions,
but then neglect to follow through. And so nothing
changes. The sad or bad situation persists. Of all the
signs in the zodiac, you Scorpios are among the least
prone to this disability. You specialize in taking action to
fulfill your proposed fixes. Just this once, however, I
urge you to engage in more inquiry and conversation
than usual. Just talking about the problem could cure it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): As far back as
ancient Egypt, Rome and Greece, people staged
ceremonies to mark the embarkation of a new ship. The
intention was to bestow a blessing for the maiden
voyage and ever thereafter. Good luck! Safe travels!
Beginning in 18th-century Britain and America, such
rituals often featured the smashing of a wine bottle on
the ship’s bow. Later, a glass container of champagne
became standard. In accordance with the current
astrological indicators, I suggest that you come up with
your own version of this celebratory gesture. It will
soon be time for your launch.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You may feel quite
sure that you’ve gotten as tall as you’re ever going to
be. But that may not be true. If you were ever going to
add another half-inch or more to your height, the near
future would be the time for it. You are in the midst of
what we in the consciousness industry call a “growth
spurt.” The blooming and ripening could occur in other
ways, as well. Your hair and fingernails may become
longer faster than usual, and even your breasts or penis
might undergo spontaneous augmentation. There’s no
doubt that new brain cells will propagate at a higher
rate, and so will the white blood cells that guard your
physical health. Four weeks from now, I bet you’ll be
noticeably smarter, wiser and more robust.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You come into a
delicatessen where you have to take a numbered ticket
in order to get waited on. Oops. You draw 37 and the
counter clerk has just called out number 17. That means
20 more people will have their turns before you. Damn!
You settle in for a tedious vigil, putting down your bag
and crossing your arms across your chest. But then
what’s this? Two minutes later, the clerk calls out 37.
That’s you! You go up to the counter and hand in your
number, and amazingly enough, the clerk writes down
your order. A few minutes later, you’ve got your food.
Maybe it was a mistake, but who cares? All that matters
is that your opportunity came earlier than you thought
it would. Now apply this vignette as a metaphor for
your life in the coming days.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): It’s one of those
bizarre times when what feels really good is in close
alignment with what’s really good for you, and when
taking the course of action that benefits you personally
is probably what’s best for everyone else, too. I realize
the onslaught of this strange grace may be difficult to
believe. But it’s real and true, so don’t waste time
questioning it. Relish and indulge in the freedom it
offers you. Use it to shush the meddling voice in your
head that informs you about what you supposedly
should be doing instead of what you’re actually doing.
a

HOMEWORK: IN YOUR IMAGINATION, VISIT THE PERSON
YOU’LL BE IN FOUR YEARS. WHAT KEY MESSAGES DO
YOU HAVE TO CONVEY? FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM  

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.

(505) 338-0248
Albuquerque:

www.megamates.com  18+

eg

Always FREE to listen

and reply to ads!

Playmates or soul mates,

REAL PEOPLE 

        REAL DESIRE 

                REAL FUN.

Try FREE: 505-338-0228
More Local Numbers: 1-800-926-6000

Ahora español
Livelinks.com 18+



[30]     WEEKLY ALIBI DECEMBER 7-13, 2017

General Services

Alarm Services

—- PROTECT YOUR SHIT —-
SELF INSTALL ALARMS, CCTV,
ACCESS. $15 MONITORING
FREE CONSULT 505-990-0581
NORTH AMERICAN ALARM.COM

Legal Services

PRO SE LEGAL DOCUMENTS
Pro Se Legal Document Drafting
Service Call 505-804-4774

Home Services

GOT HEAT ? 7 Star Electric,
Plumbing & Heating Mike
Bell/Owner 505-332-8965
www.AlbuquerqueElectricians.ne
t

Landscaping Services

w
MIKE’S LANDSCAPING
Fall clean-up special leaf

blowing, trimming, pruning, tree
removal, planting, Zero Escape
and sprinkler repair monthly
maintenance available yard
clean ups brickwall work or
installed. Just call for a free
estimate at 505-203-6031.

Handyman Services

7 STAR ELECT-PLMB-HEAT-AC
We Do it all! 505.332.8965-
Mike Bell
www.AlbuquerqueElectricians.
net

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Arts & Crafts

FIGURE DRAWING GROUP
Live Drawing Sessions 9-
11am. $10-$30. RSVP
Sarah@505-730-5963

Announcements

JOHN V. KEMM
http://johnvkemm.com/

Studies

ABQ DRINQ STUDY We are
seeking healthy individuals
22-55 years of age who are
moderate to heavy drinkers for
a study of how alcohol use
affects brain functioning. The
study involves four visits at the
Mind Research Network over
18 months and each visit
requires up to 8 hours, which
can be split over multiple
days. You will be compensated
at the rate of $20/hour for
your participation. The Mind
Research Network is located
on the North Campus of
University of New Mexico. If
you would like to be
considered for the study,
please call 505-633-4028 or
email abqdrinq@mrn.org.
Please mention âABQ DRINQ
Studyâ. 

NON-SMOKER RESEARCH
STUDY The UNM College of
Pharmacy is recruiting
individuals who have never
smoked cigarettes to
participate in a research study
on a new method to identify
heart disease risk. You must
be 30-50 years old and in

good health. One visit for 2
hrs is needed. You will be
compensated for your time.
Please call: Dr. Allison
Segovia, 505-272-0578.
HRRC: 15-033 

w
STRESS & THE BRAIN
STUDY Seeking people

21-50 yrs. old who have
experienced domestic
violence, rape, sexual assault,
or severe physical assault.
Study involves two appts. at
UNM. Participants receive
financial compensation. Visit
http://bit.ly/2sP9KzP to see if
you qualify. Call 505-925-
2335 or email
casaastudy@gmail.com for
more info.

w
MRI STUDY 12-18 y.o.
M/F for brain study. $20

per hour. 272-0769 (HRRC #
07-272).

w
MRI STUDY 18-50 y.o.
M/F with history of

mental illness for brain study.
$20 per hour. 948-3230
(HRRC # 13-637). 

THE WEEKLY ALIBI
CLASSIFIEDS are a great deal!
Call 346-0660 ext. 221.

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 258

Employment

Real Estate
Misc Property

Northeast

w
12,000 SQ FT
COMMERCIAL 3300

Vassar Dr NE 884-0158 By
Owner Secure Improved Nice
Property Details on Craigslist
Lease to Own 6k per month

Wellness

DO YOU WANT TO QUIT
SMOKING? The Mind
Research Network is
conducting a study to test
whether cognitive training and
brain stimulation can improve

smoking cessation efforts. The
study requires 9 visits over 3
months. Eligible participants
will be paid up to $300 for
their time and be given free
nicotine patches. We are
currently seeking regular
smokers who are between the

Employment

ANSWERING SVC
OPERATOR Answering

Service Operator Local 24/7,
365-day answering service.
Skills and Experience: -Typing
skills 45 wpm -Must be

Body & Soul

computer literate -Excellent
customer service -Excellent
listening and problem solving
skills -Effectively multi-task -
Strong attendance is required
-Weekends & holidays required
Contact Deborah (505)857-

3700 

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in the
Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!

Rooms/Roommates

Downtown

w
ROOM IN ROOMING
HOUSE Rooms to rent in

rooming house in Barelas;
walking distance to downtown

& on the bus route; 8 rooms
share 2 bathrooms and
kitchen. Rent is $395/m, util.
incl., $100 dd with m-t-m
lease. No pets, kids or
couples. Call (505) 379-
1677

ages of 18-60 and who want
to quit smoking. If you would
like to participate please call
505-933-9891or email 12-
547@mrn.org Mention “Quit
Smoking Study”.

ASIAN MASSAGE Young,
female, Asian college student.
LMT available for massage
Monday-Friday 9-12 and 3-
730, Saturday-Sunday 10-8.

LMT License # 8236. Call for
appointment. 505-388-3723.

w
REDUCE YOUR
DRINKING? New

treatment program for heavy
drinking using brain
stimulation and mindfulness.
You will be paid up to $400
for up to 28 hours of your
time. Call 505-750-0451 or
email abqresearch@unm.edu. 

$49 Massage with
Cellulite Treatment

DougStevensSkinCare.com

Tilted windmills keep coming, only they are human and not
imagined. Making 3am calls. Old news. Sour grapes. 
Your lies say your eyes didn’t see. 
I saw you. Confess or may all your energy spent, good or bad be
a boomerang
I am a Woman. I saw a Man.
Where: .

PHYKITT & DENOTSKO. GINA & BREEZE,
FRIENDS & LOVERS
It has been a long time but I am in ABQ and need to talk to you.
Get to me on Facebook. 
I expect nothing but a friend ‘cause you don’t satisfy my fetish
any more. Just get in touch. Aries and I feel like there is
something missing in our lives. We think it is you. 
No expectations. Only hope you will seek me out.
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: In my lifeon 1/19/2017.

SAW U AT TRACTOR SUPPLY BOSQUE
FARM
You walked into TS, with 2 little girls, You walked to thee
Feed section, I wanted to give You my number, I was driving
the Hemi Challenger, you were in The Van. Would like to meet
you.
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: tractor supply Bosque farms nmon 11/28/2017.

GROUNDHOG DAY
Peek a boo...I saw you.
You saw me.
Watcher. 
Blame it on the rain.
Who, how, what, why? Know not is your lie.
Call it make believe while the nose knows and grows.
Call her crazy while the magic wand waves back stage and smoke
and mirrors are the drug, in this world created.
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by Matt Jones

Across

1 Put on ___ of paint

6 Carmaker based in Munich

9 Former world power, for short

13 It’s formed by small droplets

and shows white rings (unlike

its colorful rainy counterpart)

15 “Go team!” cheer

16 Part of some organs

17 As an example

18 Party table item

20 Peace offering

22 Dir. opposite of WSW

23 Get up (get on up!)

24 Lout

25 “Just a sec”

27 Homer Simpson exclamation

28 Scone topper

29 August, in Avignon

30 Frolicked

33 Mary, Queen of ___

34 Kitchen gadgets that really

shred

37 Faker than fake

38 Gadget

39 Bygone Italian money

40 According to

41 Marshawn Lynch and Emmitt

Smith, e.g.

44 Latent

47 Reznor’s band, initially

48 Pickled vegetable

49 Fin. neighbor

50 Scale on a review site that

determines if movies are

“Certified Fresh”

53 Amateur broadcaster’s

equipment, once

55 Treat table salt, in a way

56 Sherlock Hemlock’s

catchphrase on “Sesame

Street”

57 Shady tree

58 Grade that’s passing, but

not by much

59 1040 IDs

60 Go slaloming

61 Collect together

Down

1 Be able to buy

2 “Gangsta’s Paradise” rapper

3 Monstrous, like Shrek

4 None of the ___

5 Subdue, with “down”

6 “___ City” (Comedy Central

series)

7 ‘Til Tuesday bassist/singer

Aimee

8 Question of choice

9 Network merged into the CW

in 2006

10 Sneaky way into a building

11 Racecar mishaps

12 Feels contrite

14 Monitor-topping recorders

19 “What have we here?”

21 Increased, with “up”

26 Tied, in a way

28 Baby kangaroo

30 “Same Kind of Different As

Me” actress Zellweger

31 I strain?

32 “End of discussion”

33 Touchtone keypad button

34 Gossip sessions, slangily

35 BoJack of an animated

Netflix series

36 Lymphatic mass near a

tonsil

37 Some stuffed animals

41 Part of the eye with rods and

cones

42 Ramona’s sister, in Beverly

Cleary books

43 Put emphasis on

45 Flight info, briefly

46 Computer network terminals

47 “The Book of Henry” actress

Watts

48 Make shadowy

51 Cereal partner

52 Home of Warhol’s

“Campbell’s Soup Cans,” for

short

54 Some city map lines, for

short

©2017 Jonesin’ Crosswords 

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

BY RYAN NORTH “You’re the Toppings”—get a pizza the action.
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NEW YEAR’S

Eve-Eve-
Eve Dance

Party

Dance
Party

December 29
burt's tiki lounge

at

burt's tiki lounge
December 29

alibialibi

DJ Leftovers DJ Wae Fonky

featuringfeaturing
&

Doors at 8pm  21+  $7


