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New Mexico’s Expert Internet Service Provider since 1994

Call 243-SWCP or visit SWCP.com for details

Do you spend all kinds of time online?

Wouldn’t it be nice to have local, friendly support when 

you need your devices to work the way you want them 

to? When you need to get to your mail or your files from 

anywhere, Southwest Cyberport is right here for you.

SWCP is New Mexico’s Largest Home-Owned Internet 

provider, with plans starting at $7 a month. 

Do Your Homework.
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Organic Plant Based Cuisine

Come enjoy the vibe at Vibrance

Everything is gluten-free and organic

Friday, Saturday 11am - 9pm
Sunday 11am - 6pm
Sunday all you can eat buffet 11am - 6pm

In the Nob Hill area on the SW corner of Sliver Ave. on Jefferson

4500 Sliver Ave. SE (505) 639-3401

Everything is gluten-free and organ

Come enjoy the vibe at V

Organic Plant Based Cuisine

, SaturdFridayy, Saturday 11am - 9pm
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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to letters@alibi.com. Letters can
also be mailed to 217 Sierra Dr. SE, Albuquerque, N.M., 87108 or faxed to (505) 346-0660. Letters—including
comments posted on alibi.com—may be published in any medium and edited for length and clarity; owing to the

volume of correspondence, we regrettably can’t respond to every letter.

First Control the Media

Dear Alibi,
The most dangerous threat to our free society is a
system of communication—media—which is
clearly biased.

Once media has become the mouthpiece of
one ideology, one political faction, there is no
way we can know the truth. We are then
bombarded with propaganda, a distortion of facts
designed to lead us to a conclusion which in no
way represents the truth.

If you are constantly hearing, seeing and
reading these half-truths (sometimes not even
half), you have to wonder why someone is afraid
for us to know what is really going on.

The way most dictators take control of a
country is by first controlling the media and
thereby inundating the people with their lies and
distortions.

If we want to maintain our freedoms as
established by the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights, we must recognize what has happened to
our free and independent press and make it our

first order of business to seek the truth.
A media which is no longer truly independent

is a huge red flag—and it is waving in our faces.
Sara Truske,
Albuquerque

The Gift of Art (not ART)

Dear Arts Editor,
I enjoyed reading your retrospective of the arts
offerings in 2017. You truly have the gift of words.
Your piece emphasized that the arts enrich our
lives, expand our horizons and take us to places
we cannot imagine. It should be noted that many
performances and exhibits are free, so everyone
can experience the magic.

By the way, when you grow old, you won’t
always be “speaking about life more in the past
tense.” Yes, you will reflect back on things you
have done. But I know, Sweet Maggie, that you
will always have art in your life, and you will
continue to make memories.

Lynn Mazur,
Albuquerque a



[6]     WEEKLY ALIBI JANUARY 11-17, 2018

ODDS
ENDS

WEIRD NEWS

A
N
D

Dateline: Thailand
Social media users in Thailand are buzzing

over a new plastic surgery fad—penis

whitening. A Bangkok clinic is claiming

that it performs its penis whitening service

to around 100 men a month. A manager for

the Skin and Laser department at Lelux

Hospital told reporters last week that the

clinic began offering the treatment last year

when a patient came to them with a

complaint about “dark parts” on his

genitalia. According to the manager,

doctors at the clinic perform the service on

three to four clients a day. Although

whitening or bleaching skin is not an

uncommon practice around the world,

Thailand has come under fire in recent

years over skin lightening ads that seem to

illustrate the country’s obsession with

lighter skin, causing accusations of racism

to abound. One ad in particular caused a

stir in 2016 when it depicted a light-

skinned model whose expression worsens as

her skin color is digitally turned black. A

voice states, “Just being white, you will

win.” The penis whitening service costs

around $620 for five sessions. The same

clinic made headlines last year when it

began offering surgery for “3D vaginas”

which takes unwanted fat from the patient’s

body and injects it into their mons pubis to

make the area more plump.

Dateline: Spain
An airline passenger upset over delays

opened a plane’s emergency exit and walked

out onto the wing. According to witnesses,

a man taking a Ryanair flight from London

to Malaga told his fellow passengers that he

was “going via the wing” while waiting to

be let off the plane delayed on the tarmac.

He then forced his way out through an

emergency exit and went out onto the wing

with his luggage. Video footage of the

incident was captured by another passenger

which shows the man setting down his

luggage on the wing before sitting on the

ledge to wait. A number of onlookers can

be heard laughing from inside the cabin. At

least one other passenger claims the man

was suffering from an apparent asthma

attack and had stopped cooperating with

security. Airport authorities eventually

convinced him to get back on board, where

he was held until local police could arrive

to arrest him. Authorities say the man’s

plane was held up for an hour during

departure and had been further delayed for

about 30 minutes on arrival. The man is

expected to pay a fine.

Dateline: Russia
A woman accidentally fell into a sewer and

discovered a missing boy who was on the

verge tof dying. Last month, a number of

volunteers began searching for a missing 10-

year-old boy in Tatarstan, Russia. While

searching for the boy during a blizzard,

Gulia Yarullina—head of the Cheremshan

District’s Civil Protection Directorate—

reportedly fell into an open sewage manhole

after she failed to notice it. To her surprise,

she found the missing boy asleep in the

sewer. She told reporters that, at first, she

thought he was dead, and started screaming.

The sound woke the boy up, and he also

began screaming, according to Yarullina.

She said he cheered up once she explained

that she had been looking for him. She

called for help and the boy was rushed to a

hospital and treated for hypothermia.

According to the boy, he had fallen in the

sewer while sledging and had exhausted

himself calling for help. He decided to go to

sleep and laid down. Authorities later said

the boy could have died within an hour if

Yarullina hadn’t stumbled upon him. She is

currently recovering from a back injury she

suffered during the fall.

Dateline: India
A man who was arrested for making a bomb

threat at a Mumbai airport claims he was

misheard while saying “Bombay.” Vinod

Moorjani was accused by Mumbai

International Airport authorities of saying

“bomb hai” [there is a bomb] during a

phone call last week. Moorjani claims the

the incident was a misunderstanding and he

was only trying to ask about the status of his

flight to New Delhi, leaving from

Mumbai—which used to be called

“Bombay.” However, Sahar police officials

say they believe Moorjani was attempting to

disrupt flight schedules so he wouldn’t miss

a flight to Rome from Delhi if his plane

from Mumbai was delayed. He was arrested

for “criminal intimidation” and “intent to

cause fear or alarm to public.” In court,his

lawyer argued that Moorjani had only asked

about the status of his flight, and that his

words had been misunderstood by the

operator. As to claims that Moorjani had

hung up directly after making the alleged

bomb threat, the attorney told the court

that a disturbance on the line had caused

the phone to disconnect. Police allege

CCTV footage shows Moorjani making the

telephone call in a phone booth at the

airport. He was reportedly scheduled to

travel from Mumbai to Delhi and take a

connecting flight to Rome en route to

Virginia. His final judgment has yet to be

determined. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news

to josh@alibi.com.
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NEWS | CouNCil WAtCh

A Pink Cadillac and Coyotes
City Council takes action on several issues

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

I
t didn’t take but about an hour to clear the
agenda for the Jan. 3 meeting of the
Albuquerque City Council. While there was
some city business going down, the cool stuff
happened beforehand, outside of the council
chambers at the car show on Civic Plaza.

Cruising Style
“I love you for your Pink Cadillac/ crushed

velvet seats/ riding in the back/ cruising down
the street/ waving to the girls/ feeling out of
sight”…
Mayor Tim Keller drove around Downtown

this past new year’s weekend in true cruiser style
with Councilor Klarissa Peña behind the wheel
of her 1959 light pink Cadillac. Peña, a car
cruising enthusiast, met up with Keller at El
Centro de Igualdad Y Derechos where Keller,
Peña and Councilor Cynthia Borrego also
pledged support to protect the rights of our
immigrant family members, friends and
neighbors.
Peña and Keller then cruised down Fourth

Street to a car party on Civic Plaza where they
met up with Councilor Isaac Benton to sign off
on a resolution creating a new cruising task force.
With the flick of a pen on the cherry red hood of
a 1957 Chevy Bel Air, the 10-member taskforce
will look at responsible cruising. This is being
done to eventually repeal the current ordinance
that says cruising is a threat to public health and
safety by congesting traffic and causing air
pollution. The new group is comprised of car
club peeps, Central Avenue business owners, law
enforcement officers and municipal
representatives. Keller, a hesher who appreciates
throwing a cruise, said the idea is to promote a
responsible appreciation of low riders, classic
custom cars, cruising and how they are woven
into Albuquerque’s culture and history.

Coyote Amnesty
The mayor’s office led the city’s efforts to stop

needless animal cruelty with a public
condemnation of a recent coyote killing contest
that was planned by a Burque firearms dealer.
The killings did not happen in Bernalillo County
but went on as planned in Torrance County,
instead. One speaker told the Council that about
55 to 65 coyotes were killed in the contest. 

First Scuffle
Councilor Pat Davis tugged on the rug when

he asked Chief Operating Officer Lawrence Rael
about an administrative decision to postpone
community meetings regarding the new
Integrated Development Ordinance. The IDO is
a mammoth rewrite of the city zoning code that
was passed in November and set to go into effect
in May. The public meetings are intended to

help people understand any zone changes to
their property. Davis asked for the meetings to go
on as scheduled because he does not want the
public to feel pushed out of the process. Rael said
this has been a short transition period and the
mayor and staff are still reviewing the zoning
code and subsequent issues and will reschedule
the meet-ups as soon as they are done with their
review.
Councilor Trudy Jones took her opportunity

to lightly scold the new administration, saying,
“But you knew from the beginning it was going
to be a very short transition. This is an extremely
important piece of legislation … you need to be
briefed and you need to do it quickly.” She went
on to say that she expected to hear back in the
next few days when the public meetings will be
rescheduled.
Rael responded as the seasoned and smooth

talking administrator he is, saying the Council
would be fully briefed soon and will have some
dates for the rescheduled meetings within a few
days.

More Muscles
Councilor Ken Sanchez snuck in a little

sucker punch of his own when he asked what the
deal is with the financing for Albuquerque Rapid
Transit project. Sanchez voted consistently to
move forward with every phase of the project
during the former administration. Sanchez grilled
Rael a bit about why the new administration has
not solved the ART problems left behind by the
former administration.
Rael repeated what he said earlier that they

are doing a careful review of the project and will
report back. He said they will be meeting with
the Federal Transit Authority soon to get a
written, signed commitment, something the
prior administration did not get done prior to
spending the many millions. But, Rael
cautioned, much depends on the whims of the

current federal administration on whether the
promised funding would be in the federal budget
after the recent federal tax cuts.

For Rosemarie
Community cable activist Lara Dale got

emotional over the recent death of longtime
community cable advocate Rosemarie Sanchez.
Sanchez, along with her daughter Nannie, have
long been activists for people with disabilities.
They also had participated in Burque’s
community cable channels with a popular show
under the prior operator. Sanchez died Dec. 23
from a stroke. “She and Nannie are the reason I
have fought so hard for public access,” Dale told
the Council through tears. Dale said the Council
needs to get on the ball with issuing the long
overdue Request for Proposals for the operation
of the city’s Comcast community cable channels.
Councilor Davis asked the administration

about the status of the RFP draft. Chief
Administrative Officer Sarita Nair said they were
reviewing the former administration’s draft of the
request for proposals and are making some
tweaks to it. Dale asked the Council to initiate
an external audit of the millions of dollars that
should be sitting in a couple of city coffers—and
that only should be used to operate the
community cable channels. Dale said she wants
Rosemarie to be able to rest in peace. To that,
Council President Sanchez replied, somewhat
ironically, “Thank you your time has expired.”

a

Send your comments about the City Council to

carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meeting 

Wednesday, Jan. 17, 5pm

Vincent E. Griego Chambers 

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Government Center

1 Civic Plaza NW

View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

APS to Redesign Three Schools

In response to an ultimatum given by the state’s

Public Education Department, Albuquerque

Public Schools announced it will be reorganizing

the structure of three local schools. Los

Padillas, Whittier and Hawthorne elementary

schools have all received five or six F grades for

their performance from PED and have been

targeted for “more rigorous interventions”

(MRI) by the department. All 3 schools scored

below 10 percent proficiency in math and 25

percent or less proficiency in reading. Last

month, PED gave these three schools and Dulce

Elementary in Dulce—the worst ranked schools

in the state—a list of options going forward:

provide novel learning techniques as a magnet

school, significantly restructure, relaunch as a

charter school or close permanently. APS

officials responded in a letter to PED last month

that they would be restructuring the three

schools in their jurisdiction. The MRI schools

were told to decide on their action plan by Jan.

9. Full plans must be submitted to PED by Feb.

12. The American Federation of Teachers New

Mexico, a teachers’ union, released a statement

in December which spoke against PED’s tactics,

saying they are “blaming and shaming” students

and teachers while ignoring systemic issues.

EPA to Prioritize San Mateo Creek

Basin Cleanup

Regulators with the Environmental Protection

Agency are looking to add a western New

Mexico creek basin to a list of cleanup priorities.

The San Mateo Creek Basin in McKinley and

Cibola counties makes up around 321 square

miles within the Rio San Jose drainage basin.

Authorities with the EPA sent a letter to the

New Mexico Environment Department in

November, claiming to have found evidence that

water from a number of legacy uranium mines

was discharged into San Mateo Creek and has

impacted private drinking water wells.

Authorities believe it could potentially impact

public water supplies and are seeking

agreement with state and local government to

add the basin to the federal Superfund National

Priorities List, which denotes toxic cleanup sites

across the nation that have the highest priority

for the EPA.

Colón Enters Race for State Auditor

Last week, former Democratic Party Chairman,

candidate for lieutenant governor and mayoral

candidate Brian Colón announced he’s now

running for state auditor. He will be running

against state Rep. Bill McCamley for the

Democratic nomination. Colón has cited a

background in finance and law as well as

political experience in campaigning as

credentials for the office. McCamley—who

announced his candidacy in November—has said

that he wants to continue the legacy left by

former auditor Tim Keller, who resigned from the

office after being appointed as Albuquerque’s

mayor. The office of state auditor is currently

being held by another former mayoral

candidate: Wayne Johnson, who was appointed

by Gov. Susana Martinez to replace Keller. The

primary election is June 5.  a

NEWS CITY BYJOSHUA LEE

Councilors Sanchez, Harris and Benton ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Why Won’t ART Start?
Project delays yield more headaches

BY AUGUST MARCH

O
n Tuesday, Jan. 8, at 2:30 in the afternoon,

new Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller held

a press conference to discuss the latest

news from the Albuquerque Rapid Transit

Project (ART)—including unresolved yet

recently revealed issues that are affecting the

project’s progress.

Keller met with the press in the 11th floor

conference room at City Hall where he has

announced much of his progressive agenda.

For this particular interaction with local

media, Keller was joined by Albuquerque’s

Chief Operating officer, Lawrence Rael and a

number of local reporters, including Weekly

Alibi’s August March. The mood was somber as

Keller entered the room; the news about ART

was not good.

Keller began his update on ART by

stressing the important underlying values in

his administration, particularly the value of

transparency. The mayor then continued

talking to the press about the ART project, a

city mass transportation initiative from the

Berry Administration that Keller ultimately

described as “a bit of a lemon” before

suggesting the city begin looking for a way to

make lemonade, calling for citizens to “come

together to make this project work.”

This is what the mayor had to say about

ART:

“Today is the beginning of a new approach

with respect to the ART project that is

reflective of the kind of administration I want

to run.” Keller continued by saying that he

and city administrators don’t have all the

answers, but are working diligently to improve

outcomes.

Keller said the first misstep in the project

was a lack of communication—which he says

is the source of all of the ART issues—but that

it was the responsibility of city government to

let Burqueños know where the project was

heading, meanwhile realizing that we all

should know that “we have a ways to go”

toward enlisting the benefits of ART.

The problems with ART are multitudinous,

Keller then related to the press, reporting that,

“What we have found is troubling. … The

problems are much worse than I think anyone

believed.”

The problems that prevent ART’s

implementation—though major construction

has been complete for some time—include

structural problems, design problems, ADA

concerns, certification problems and problems

with the buses themselves. These concerns are

going to keep ART grounded for the

meantime, but not even City Hall experts are

sure how long that interregnum will last.

Keller told those gathered that the problems

surrounding ART will need close attention for

at least the next year.

Specifically, Keller and his right-hand man,

a clearly frustrated but dedicated city Chief

Operating Officer Lawrence Rael, outlined the

“complex” problems surrounding ART.

The serious issues that Keller’s team ran

into begin with the bus platforms built to

accommodate ART. Currently, rearview

mirrors on the buses hit the platform canopies

as they pass through. The platforms at Central

and Washington, and Atrisco and Central

were not built correctly and must be

reengineered. Additionally there are questions

about the timing of traffic lights nearby ART

bus platforms, as well as whether those

platforms meet ADA standards. Rael admitted

that city inspectors so far have only visited a

handful of completed ART stops, but that it is

becoming clear that at least six to eight weeks

more of business-disrupting construction will

be required to fix the physical errors with the

platforms.

More importantly, there are significant

problems with the electric buses that will be

used in the project. Manufactured by Build

Your Dreams, a Los Angeles motor transport

company that manufactures industrial, factory,

work and transport vehicles, the electric buses

have only been partially delivered to the city

of Albuquerque. The nine buses that have

been delivered all have significant structural

problems that will keep them from operating

here, both Keller and Rael reported. Those

issues include critical charging system

problems and seat belts that don’t meet federal

safety standards.

Though all the buses were set to be

delivered by Oct. 3, 2017, the remaining half

Finest Vietnamese Cuisine
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ABQ NM, 87108

Mon-Sat
10:30 am - 9:00 pm

Closed Sun

(505) 266-5559

www.cafedalatnm.com

Closed Sun

uisine

10:30 am - 9:00 pm
Mon-Sat

ABQ NM, 87108
5615 Central Ave NE

Finest V e CFinest Vietnames

comcafedalatnm.www.

(505) 266-5559

uisine

com

of the fleet may not be available for up to a

year, according to administrators at BYD.

More importantly the proprietary charging

system that the buses need to literally go

around town could not be certified.

Further, some city technicians were

flabbergasted that the computer interface for

the system was designed only for those who

read and understand Chinese. Critically, the

buses are supposed to be able to operate 265-

275 miles on a daily charge, but in reality

could only go 200 miles at a time, potentially

causing huge route scheduling problems down

the line, Rael’s inspectors found.

The certification problems facing the

charging system used by the new electric buses

is compounded by Federal Transportation

Administration standards that require that the

buses also be certified for durability; the model

purchased by the city has so far failed in those

field tests, according to Rael.

There is also some question as to whether

federal funds will be made available absent

these two crucial certifications.

The rest of the news conference seems a

blur. The disappointment, disbelief and

resulting cynicism were palpable as Keller and

company concluded their remarks and took

questions from reporters. At the beginning of

the meeting, the mayor remarked that there

was actually some good news in the midst of

all this chaos—that Route 66 was still open for

business, still poised to be a positive economic

and cultural force—but the sour taste of ART’s

real outcome was reflected at the end of the

conference when a journalist piped up, asking

why the former mayor did not speak to these

issues before his own bus left town, sunset

bound. a

What ART should have been COURTESY OF BRTABQ.COM
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EVENT HORIZON WEEK OF JAN. 11-17

Compiled by Megan Reneau. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

SATURDAY JAN. 13

HE’S CHAMELEON, COMEDIAN, CORINTHIAN AND CARICATURE

How long after the King died do you think Elvis impersonators got serious about their craft? Is there any craft in
acting as the simulacra of a beloved celebrity? Our culture just doesn’t want to cosign its great dead to history, it
wants to keep them up all night at their own memorials too—forever invoking their cultural potency through things
and people that are close to but not quite the same as we remember. So now David Bowie is getting that royal
treatment. The entity responsible is David Brighton and his schtick is called Space Oddity: The Ultimate David
Bowie Experience, which is playing in the Dirt City environs on Jan. 13 beginning at 8pm. I know the next part
might be hard for purists to stomach, but what the hell. You oughta go see this show—entry costs $22—and fall in
love all over again … Even if it’s not quite real. Then you can go home, get online and really purchase some of the
greatest music ever made by a human being. Need a place to start: all of Hunky Dory and Low will get you going.
ROUTE 66 CASINO HOTEL 14500 CENTRAL AVE SW, 8 TO 9:30PM alibi.com/v/5frj. (August March) a

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

ALWAYS MARCHING
AHEAD

“We cannot walk alone. And as we walk, we must
make the pledge that we shall always march ahead.
We cannot turn back.” Martin Luther King Jr. said this
in one of his speeches that has endured in hearts
and minds, and, in so many ways, has effectively
changed the world. Though Martin Luther King Day
falls on Jan. 15, this year, the 2018 MLK March
happens this Saturday, Jan. 13, cutting a path from
the corner of University Boulevard and Martin Luther
King, Jr Avenue at 11am to Civic Plaza, ending with
a commemoration ceremony of the man—all he
accomplished and all he believed. CIVIC PLAZA 1 CIVIC
PLAZA , 11AM TO 2PM alibi.com/v/5fw3. (Maggie Grimason) a

LEAF THE BRUSH AT HOME

You probably won’t find any paintbrushes or berets in
your average backyard garden, but Aaron Lamb, manager
at Santa Ana Garden Center, promises to prove that
gardening is an art (with or without any fancy headgear).
This Saturday, Jan. 13, join the Xeric Garden Club for a
free lecture at the Albuquerque Garden Center on low
water native plants and the practical application of
plant knowledge when designing your home garden in
an arid climate. Lamb’s Gardening: A Unique Art Form
starts at 10am and gives gardeners of all strokes the
know-how needed to create vegetable masterpieces.
ALBUQUERQUE GARDEN CENTER 10120 LOMAS NE, 10AM TO NOON
alibi.com/v/5f0o. (Joshua Lee) a

MORE THAN HOT AIR

Celebrate the first air voyage in the US
which was led by French inventor Jean-
Pierre Blanchard in N.J. in the year of
1793, with Burqueño (and, more relevantly,
former NASA astronaut) Sidney M. Gutierrez.
Gutierrez discusses this historical event as
well as his own experiences with flight in
outside space at the loftiest museum in
town, the Anderson-Abruzzo Albuquerque
International Balloon Museum this Saturday,
Jan. 13 for free. Takeoff begins Wright at
2:30pm. ANDERSON-ABRUZZO ALBUQUERQUE
INTERNATIONAL BALLOON MUSEUM 9201 BALLOON

MUSEUM DR NE, 2:30 TO 4PM alibi.com/v/5fw4.

(Rini Grammer) a

NEW MEXICO
SOLUTIONS FOR
NATIONAL ISSUES

New Mexico organizers and leaders are doing
amazing things within their grassroots organizations.
In her book Another Way Forward: Grassroots
Solutions from New Mexico, author and former
senator, Dede Feldman, suggests that the
strategies used by some of our local teachers,
activists, farmers and clinic workers could be
applied to larger national problems. Feldman is
signing copies of her book at the Los Poblanos
Farm Store this Saturday, Jan. 13, from 1 to
3pm. Local food entrepreneurs and organic
farmers are also sharing their stories at this free
event. LOS POBLANOS 4803 RIO GRANDE BLVD NW, 1 TO
3PM alibi.com/v/5fu5. (Robin Babb) a

“THEIRS IS TO WIN …”

Old man winter gets serious in January in these parts, and as a consequence, our city’s relatively large homeless
population suffers. In order to assuage such societal problems, it’s up to all citizens to engage and support
projects that are aimed at caring for those less fortunate than ourselves. Weekly Alibi readers can do just that by
attending the Midwinter Music Marathon on Saturday, Jan. 13. Sponsored by Albuquerque Healthcare for the
Homeless, St. John’s Music Ministries and local classical public radio station KHFM, 95.5, it’s an all day event and
one admission price of $25 (and just $10 for students) allows concert-goers the privilege of seeing as much of
the event’s work as they desire from noon to 8pm. Performers include local notables organist Maxine Thévenot,
pianist Fred Sturm, The Bosque Bassoon Band, violist Kimberly Fredenburgh, Música Antigua de Albuquerque and
Quintessence: Choral Artists of the Southwest. Delicious coffee and pastries from The Daily Grind are also
available and all proceeds are destined to help Burque’s less fortunate. ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 2626
ARIZONA ST NE, NOON TO 8PM alibi.com/v/5fw5. (August March) a

TUESDAY JAN. 16

KNOW YOUR MEDS

Relatively recently, an ancient web of neurotransmitters
in our bodies that helps regulate a number of our
cognitive and physiological processes was discovered
by scientists. This web, known as the endocannabinoid
system, can be directly manipulated through the
use of cannabis. Join Rachel Furnari, RN, of
Albuquerque Herbalism this Tuesday, Jan. 16 at
the Taylor Ranch Branch Library to discuss the
common uses of cannabis as a medicine and how
it works within the endocannabinoid system. This
free learning opportunity begins at 6pm. TAYLOR
RANCH LIBRARY 5700 BOGART ST NW, 6 TO 8PM alibi.com/v/5f0x.
(Joshua Lee) a
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Calendar | Community

COMMUNITY

CALENDAR
THURSDAY JAN 11
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Coin Night to benefit Explora!
Local organizations raise funds and bring awareness to their mission.
1800 Fourth Street NW. 6-8pm. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/5fwa.

LEARN
SELF SERVE Kinky and Curious: Navigating Play and the BDSM
Lifestyle. Explore what is expected of a new person entering the
scene, all the need-to-know information, motivations behind play,
safety and more. 3904 Central Ave SE. $20. 7:30pm. 18+.
265-5815. alibi.com/v/5ev6.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Zumba Bliss. Zumba,
Latin dancing and kickboxing for all fitness levels. 3215 Central
Ave NE. $5. 4:40-5:30pm. ALL-AGES! 977-8881. alibi.com/v/54xr.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FLAMENCO Boomers Plus Beginning
Flamenco. A gentle flamenco class for adults, seniors and the
absolute beginner. 1620 Central Ave SE. $13. Noon-1pm.
242-7600. alibi.com/v/5f2y.

FRIDAY JAN 12
LEARN
JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Tech Talk: Secure Passwords.
Discuss technology and how it relates to you. 3407 Juan Tabo
Blvd NE. 10:30-11am. ALL-AGES! 291-6260. alibi.com/v/5eq2.

SATURDAY JAN 13
BOOFY’S BEST FOR PETS E-Waste Collection. Recycle old
computer equipment, electronics and electrical devices. No TV’s
or microwaves. 8201 Golf Course Rd. NW. 11am-3pm. ALL-AGES!
890-0757. alibi.com/v/5fu6.

CIVIC PLAZA 2018 MLK March. Marching in solidarity and
peace. March route begins at the corner of University Blvd
NE and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave NE. 1 Civic Plaza.
11am-2pm. alibi.com/v/5fw3. See Event Horizon.

KIDS
LA MESA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Holiday Backpack Party:
Education Holiday Gifts. Provide coats and backpacks for youths
that have not received gifts as well as have fun, eat, dance, play
word games and make new friends. 7401 Copper Ave NE. 4-6pm.
13+. 435-5741. alibi.com/v/5flh.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE GARDEN CENTER Gardening: A Unique Art
Form. Aaron Lamb, manager Santa Ana Garden Center, speaks
on low water, xeric native plants and others that thrive in
Albuquerque. 10120 Lomas NE. 10am-noon. alibi.com/v/5f0o.
See Event Horizon.

ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Composting with
Worms. Learn how to use this clean and highly efficient process
to turn organic waste such as food scraps and paper products
into high quality compost. 6500 Coors Blvd NW. 1-3:30pm.
897-8831. alibi.com/v/5euy.

ANDERSON-ABRUZZO ALBUQUERQUE INTERNATIONAL
BALLOON MUSEUM An Escape to Space. Former NASA astro-
naut and Albuquerque native Sidney M. Gutierrez shares
his experiences with space travel. 9201 Balloon Museum Dr
NE. 2:30-4pm. 768-6020. alibi.com/v/5fw4. See Event
Horizon.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER The Humanitites and
Technology Camp. Teachers, students, historians, makers, program-
mers, inventors and entrepreneurs brainstorm, problem-solve,
play, and teach each other. 1701 Fourth Street SW. $25.
10am-5pm. 633-7372. alibi.com/v/5fa2.

N.M. WORKING FAMILIES OFFICE Open Meeting with New Mexico
Working Families Party. Learn more about future local campaigns
within public financing. 205 10th Street SW. 10am-noon.
alibi.com/v/5fa4.

SPORTS/OUTDOOR
CHAMA, NEW MEXICO, Chama Chama Chile Ski Classic 2018.
Participate in ski races, costume contests, live music, beer tasting
and more. 2289 Highway 17. $25-$45. 8am. ALL-AGES! (575)
265-0590. alibi.com/v/5bsm.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY Beginning Bellydance Class.
Introductory bellydance class for all levels. 1025 Broadway Blvd
SE. 1-2pm. 18+. 764-1742. alibi.com/v/5eq5.

SUNDAY JAN 14
KIDS
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Cars 3 (PG). The sentimental and
scenic trilogy-ending sports flick cruises to the finish line. 8081
Central Ave NW. 1:30-3:30pm. ALL-AGES! 768-4320.
alibi.com/v/5eq6.

TAYLOR RANCH LIBRARY Preschool LEAP Into Science: Get the
Facts. Preschoolers and their parents learn how to differentiate fact
from opinion, distinguish between essential and non-essential infor-
mation. 5700 Bogart St NW. 2-4pm. 897-8816. alibi.com/v/5fa5.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Yoga with a View.
A guided yoga class in a unique setting overlooking 18 acres of
agricultural fields. All abilities and levels welcome. $5-$15. 9am.
alibi.com/v/5ev2. Also, Marriage of Heaven and Earth Qigong.
Exercise that helps heal the neck, back, spine as well as joints.
Registration recommended. 6500 Coors Blvd NW. $5.
2:15-3:15pm. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/5f0v.

MONDAY JAN 15
O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Indivisible Nob Hill Weekly Meeting.
Progressive precinct training to energize the community and inject
the state Democratic party with an active and conscientious,
progressive voice. 4310 Central Ave SE. 5:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
350-3323. alibi.com/v/5btm.

UNM CENTER FOR LIFE Movement, Meditation and Expressive
Arts: Journaling for Women. Incorporate gentle movements with
expressive art, journaling and insights. Registration recommended.
4700 Jefferson St. NE, Ste. 100. $39. 6-8pm. alibi.com/v/5fa7.

KIDS
!EXPLORA! School’s Out Collaborative experiences for children
currently enrolled in kindergarten through 5th grade. 1701
Mountain Rd NW. $110-$125. 9am-4:30pm. 224-8341.
alibi.com/v/5ftn.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
RIO RANCHO YOGA, Rio Rancho Gentle Flow Yoga. 1650 Abrazo
Rd SE. $10. 10-11:05am. ALL-AGES! See 1/11 listing.

TUESDAY JAN 16
WELLNESS/FITNESS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Zumba Bliss. Zumba, Latin
dancing and kickboxing for all levels. 3215 Central Ave NE. $5.
5:25-6:25pm. ALL-AGES! 977-8881. alibi.com/v/54vr.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Baile Rueda de Casino
Cuban Salsa Dance Class. Teens and adults learn footwork,
partner skills and choreography. 1701 Fourth Street SW. $5-$10.
6-8pm. 13+. 246-2261. alibi.com/v/5ekj.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FLAMENCO Boomers Plus Beginning
Flamenco. 1620 Central Ave. SE. $13. Noon-1pm. See 1/11
listing.

CANNABIS
TAYLOR RANCH LIBRARYMedicinal Cannabis. Rachel Furnari,
RN, of Albuquerque Herbalism, discusses common uses of
cannabis medicine and how it naturally works within the endo-
cannabinoid system. 5700 Bogart St NW. 6-8pm. 897-8816.
alibi.com/v/5f0x. See Event Horizon.

WEDNESDAY JAN 17
ETTIN GAMES AND HOBBIES Dungeons and Dragons Adventurer’s
League: Encounters. New players and Dungeon Masters welcome.
Great for all ages and experience levels. 8252 Menaul Blvd NE.
$2. 6:30-11pm. 13+. 503-6993. alibi.com/v/5dcd.

KIDS
SAN PEDRO LIBRARY Creative Movement with Keshet Dance.
Children learn basic dance concepts such as rhythm, balance,
shape, imagination and more. Parent participation is required.
For ages 2 to 3. 5600 Trumbull Ave SE. 11:15-11:45am.
256-2067. alibi.com/v/5eq9.

LEARN
PALO DURO SENIOR CENTER Veterans Outreach. Veterans learn
about the nuances and complicated details regarding the VA
and state veterans benefits. Bring your DD-214 form. 5221 Palo
Duro Ave NE. 10am-1pm. 18+. 383-2414. alibi.com/v/5d77.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Zumba Bliss. 3215 Central Ave
NE. $5. 4:40-5:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 1/11 listing.

VESSEL HEALTH Introduction to Chakra Balance. An introduction
to the seven major chakras and how to balance and care for
them. Reservation required. 10601 Fourth Street NW. 5:30-7pm.
18+. 828-3000. alibi.com/v/5fo2.

Compiled by Megan Reneau, Zabrina Chavez and Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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The Selena-Meets-Athena Warrior Poet
Gigi Bella performs at the Lobo Slam Championship 

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

A
t the Santa Fe Women’s March last
January when Gigi Bella stood before
thousands in a black jean jacket with a

patch that said “Hex the Patriarchy,” and
announced on the microphone, “I am fearless; I
am warrior; I am woman; I am choice; I am all
of the endless possibilities you’ve ever dreamed
of … I am whatever I damn well please,” she
was not lying. Gigi Bella is the nom de plume of
Gigi Guajardo, an Albuquerque native who
recently relocated to the Bronx, who is ranked
tenth in the world by the 2017 Women of the
World Poetry Slam, the first ever Project X
Bronx poetry champion and a 2017 Fem Slam
Finalist. She is the resident poetry teaching
artist at the renowned 92nd Street Y in New
York City. She was Albuquerque’s 2017
Women’s Slam Poetry Champion. She is an
activist and is the author of 22, a collection of
poetry published by Swimming with Elephants
Publications. Those are just a few of the titles
that Bella can lay claim to. Add to that list
that on Wednesday, Jan. 17, she is the featured
poet at the Lobo Slam Championship at
Tricklock Company (110 Gold SW), a night of
spoken word performances that will determine
who represents UNM at 2018’s College Union
Poetry Slam Invitational in Philadelphia. Ever
the poet, 23-year-old Bella unpacked some of
her inspirations, motivations and ambitions for
the future before she packs her bags and heads
west again. 

Alibi: What were your first experiences of
poetry? 
Bella: I first experienced [slam] poetry at 16.

A friend of mine took me to Warehouse 508
back when they used to do open slams and we

sat in the audience and watched. I fell in love.
After that experience, we decided to go every
week and read on the open mic, the non-
competitive portion of the night. I remember
seeing Tracy Dahl and just feeling like someone
had turned the key in my heart’s ignition. I just
wanted to tell stories the way she did. I also
remember sitting wide-eyed and listening to
Olivia Gatwood who is now a well-known
Button Poetry star. … She was someone who
set the bar by being able to captivate … the
room. I wanted to have that quality. I was
hooked from the first time I saw someone hit
the mic. My friends and I used to sneak into
the outdoor courtyard at our high school at
night and scream our poems at the sky. The
love affair was immediate and all-consuming. 

What attracted you to the medium? 
I believe that as New Mexicans, we are

descendants of great storytellers. My
grandmother passed away when I was 10 years
old. Following her passing, my mom would tell
these beautifully detailed stories about her past
and all the things she remembered about her.
… She has an extraordinary vocabulary and
wanted to describe every single detail. I love
that about her and I definitely inherited it, but
in a different way. I tell stories like she does,
but I also write them and give them to
strangers. Poetry gives me the ability to take
the … tradition of oral history and tell stories
everywhere I go. It is also a completely open
platform and that in itself holds so much
power. I just love getting to stand up on stage
for three minutes and tell the truth about
everything that is actually going on in my
head. It is incredibly freeing. 

What made you stick with it? 
Honestly, I started competing—and

winning! My friend, fellow badass poet and

founder of the Project X poetry slam in the
Bronx, Noel Quiñones, says there are several
ways to win. … There is a version where you
actually win the poetry slam and because you
are an artist and you don’t do the sport thing,
you realize that winning feels pretty good so
you keep trying to do it. There is also the
version where somebody tells you that they
liked your work and that it changed them in
some way. That’s my favorite version. … My
favorite poem is called, “Benediction for the
Hustlers and the Gardeners” … by Lauren
Zuniga. The last line of the poem is “Let us
remember that when one of us creates, another
is created. Let us remember that if one of us
quits planting, none of us can be bloombox.”
… This is now my mantra; I take a deep breath
and say this to myself before every poem.
Somebody planted a seed for me that allowed
me to be my truest self and it is my duty to
plant that seed for someone else and keep us all
blooming. It is a calling, a sacred responsibility
and a medium, simultaneously. 

What is your writing process like? 
I try to write as soon as I have an idea. …

Other pieces require more distance and
experience. How do you write about your life if
you’re not out living? I write about my
experiences as a Xicana woman in her 20’s
trying to navigate this Trump-topian mess as a
Selena-meets-Athena-purple-lipstick warrior. I
write things I am afraid to say out loud and it
forces me to eventually hit the stage and say
them. Recently, I have been writing as an act
of self-care and preservation. I treat my writing
time like a ritual or time at an altar.
Sometimes, I light a candle and edit like I am
trying to create a perfect prayer. … I believe
my art is a sacred practice and that every single
word matters. 

What topics are you interested in writing
about lately? 
I am in the process of getting started on a

new book titled New Yorqueño… that deals
with home as a concept. … I changed my life
forever by moving to New York and it has
given me a lot of opportunities to reflect on my
life in Albuquerque versus my life in the city.
These are two places that are really focused on
identity, as New Yorkers [or] Burqueños. …
Recently my mother passed down her
typewriter to me. It was my grandfather’s before
her and it has an “ñ” key on it. This is one of
the greatest gifts I have ever received and has
inspired the book so many ways as I finally feel
ready to really talk about my family. I have also
been really inspired by the Disney film Coco.
Remembering where we come from is so
immensely important for the preservation of
our history and our people. 

What are your plans for the future? 
I am planning to tour for the first time ever.

I am also planning on releasing another book
and I will be representing the Bronx through
Project X at the 2018 Women of the World
Poetry Slam. I want to do more teaching and
keep growing my career. … I have also been
amazed at the change I have seen in my
writing, I want to keep growing that way as
well. Maybe I’ll write a one-woman show.
Maybe I’ll keep competing until I’m ranked
first in the world. … I tweeted the other day
that my 10 year plan is to be the first poet
sponsored by Olive Garden (damn, I love
Olive Garden) so, you know, that could also be
in the works. At this point, I think anything is
possible and I am opening myself up to all of it.
I’m ready to shake the Earth up a little more.
It’s my time to be bloombox.  a

Albuquerque native and current New Yorker Gigi Bella
returns for the Lobo Slam Championship

The tenth ranked woman slam poet will perform on Jan. 17 STARR GUAJARDOADAM RUBINSTEIN
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Type of Business

Audio and Lighting Event Services

Business Address

4411 McLeod NE Suite E
Albuquerque, NM

Business Phone

505-345-9230 

Business Email

sales@quickbeam.com

Website

www.quickbeam.com

Quickbeam Audio Lighting Video

Q
uickbeam Audio-Lighting-Video (aka
Quickbeam) has become a standard for
the concert and special event industry.

The company provides sound, lighting and
video systems for special events, concerts, fairs
and festivals.

2017 marks the company’s 40th anniversary.
Over the years, the Albuquerque based
organization has provided technical support and
equipment for hundreds of concerts across the
USA, Canada, Mexico and Europe, worldwide
audio feeds and lighting for 5 US Presidents,
every major television network, Miss Universe
Pageants, special configurations for corporate
meetings and retreats and a slew of oddball and
one-time events.

Quickbeam (Quickbeam.com) offers many
valuable services for the local musician or
audiophile or anyone planning a small event, a
wedding or a business meeting.

What significant changes have you
implemented recently?

Our flagship concert sound system is made
by d&b audiotechnik in West Germany

(dbaudio.com). It is the most requested sound
system in the world and represents an
unprecedented level of engineering in speaker,
amplifier and dsp (digital sound processing)
technology as well as prediction software. We
also added automated lighting by Martin
Products recently.

What services do you provide beyond
big concert sound and lights?

Our service department is very busy and
continues to grow. Musicians and audiophiles
from all over trust us with repairing valuable and
needed equipment. We service everything from
high end home systems to pro audio, lighting and
video equipment to vintage electronics of all
kinds. 

W E E K L Y  B U S I N E S S  P R O F I L E  •  P A I D  A D V E R T I S M E N T

You can bring in your amp or keyboard
that’s not working and our technicians will
evaluate the problem for a very reasonable fee
which also goes towards your final repair bill. Try
not to wait until the day before your gig – we like
to allow 4 working days although most repairs are
completed quicker.

We see many quality vintage stereos systems
brought in that use vacuum tubes. We can check
all the tubes and most likely replace tubes and
wiring as well as clean the controls to restore the
equipment to working order. 

Our goal is to continue to be the best repair
shop with the best rates in the state and beyond. 

We also offer many affordable small event
and rental and support solutions for sound
systems and lighting pizzazz!

Even if an event will be attended by a small
number of people, the event producer may need
assistance to take away the stress of technology.
A Quickbeam tech can take care of your sound
system and power point video, leaving you to
concentrate on your presentation or performance.

We can also solve logistic problems and
offer creative solutions to a challenging location
or an ambitious program.

Is renting expensive?

For wedding receptions or other small
events, our rental LED uplights and portable
sound systems provide great DIY options. The
real expense of any project is paying for labor. If
you can do the grunt work yourself, you will save
a lot of dollars.

You can speak with our customer service
folks to get an idea of what your budget can
afford and get some great ideas and guidance on
how to do it yourself.

Some of our LED lights operate wireless, so
the set up is beyond simple.

Picking up a few sections of stage for a small
event is also an affordable option for many
customers that have some helping hands and a
truck! 

What about servicing on site?

We have regular maintenance programs for
clubs and churches that will insure that your
sound, lighting or video systems will be in good
working order and possibly save your organization
money by avoiding big repair costs. 

When a problem is discovered and needs to
be fixed in a hurry, we can often send a tech out
and fast track the repair to meet the deadline. A
school in Angel Fire recently had such a need
and we were able to get the sound system repaired
and up and running for their graduation
ceremony.

One long-time customer in South Padre,
Texas sends us broken amplifiers and speakers
which are then repaired and sent back to Texas.
The efficiency and quality of repair that we offer
far offsets the cost of shipping.

Call us today at 505-345-9230 or visit
www.quickbeam.com for more info or to send us
an e-mail.
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The Wild Storm
DC revival project does not fail to deliver

a minimalist approach that maintains the
book’s clear and deliberate design. The art
facilitates each moment with a killer precision
for clean storytelling. The brutality of the
book’s violent moments carry a human
weight, only possible with this sort of
reverence to the graphic literature medium. 

DC has found success in their recent
revival projects, by letting revered creators
handle their creations with little editorial
input. This hands-off approach has resulted in
some of the best comics of the year, while the
mainline Rebirth initiative has remained
largely disappointing. Perhaps this is
indicative of the company’s future, or at least
a spark of hope. For those of you exhausted by
the constant Justice League reboots and
abysmal cinematic outings, (not unlike the
Image founders themselves) buy a copy of The

Wild Storm, and take a look at what could be. 
Find The Wild Storm at your favorite local

comic book dealer—and there are so many of
them here in Albuquerque. Of course, here we
should take a moment to point out the
obvious—if you love comics and comic book
culture, Albuquerque Comic Con is
happening this weekend, that is Friday, Jan.
12 to Sunday, Jan. 14—and you wouldn’t
want to miss that. Tickets, a list of events and
other details are available at
albuquerquecomiccon.com.  a

The Wild Storm, Vol. 1

by Warren Ellis and Jon Davis-Hunt

DC Comics

176 pages

$16.99

BY DESMOND FOX

T
he ’90s were a bizarre and
formative decade for comic
books. Extreme was the name of

the game, with radical character
deaths and bloated musculatures
pushing the medium into a faux-
maturation. Where the ’80s served
as a sort of comic book renaissance,
the ’90s were easily a dark age,
gratuitously violent and infrequently
mindful. 

During this time, Image Comics
was born. While today Image
publishes some of the most
exhilarating creator-owned content
available, during the ’90s, their
brand could have easily been
mistaken for derivative knock-offs of
more popular superhero characters
present in Marvel or DC continuity.
Still, within the WildStorm leg of
the company, Warren Ellis and Alan
Moore were keeping the superhero
genre fresh with paranoid
conspiracies in The Authority and
WildC.A.T.s.

Fast forward to 2017, and DC now not
only owns all the rights to the WildStorm
properties, but has relaunched the line under
the new flagship title, The Wild Storm penned
by none other than superstar author Warren
Ellis. The result is yet another fantastic DC
revival project, following the red hot success
of their Hanna-Barbera and Young Animal

lines. 
The X-Files paranoia of WildStorm books

set the imprint apart. Frequently, their books
deal in conspiracy and madness, rather than
typical cape-based heroics. In The Wild Storm,
one such act of heroic selflessness opens
engineer Angela Spica’s eyes to the strange
reality around her. What follows is a
masterfully directed cinema of violence and
alien fear that remains carefully character
driven, even in its most bizarre moments. 

For those who were knee-deep in all the
bloody goodness of ’90s Image titles, The Wild

Storm is sure to trigger your nostalgia buttons.
Modern versions of Voodoo, Grifter and Jenny
Sparks litter the pages of this new thriller,
though you will need a keen eye to spot many
other reincarnations. Those with no
attachments to the Image titles of yesteryear
will find themselves in a new space of comic
book wonder, as these classic concepts are
elevated by the context of modern paranoia,
and the reality of our capitalistic power
structures. 

While Ellis pumps new blood into a
property long thought to be dead, Jon Davis-
Hunt provides some of the best art of his
career. Each panel is carefully structured, with
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THURSDAY JAN 11
ART
OASIS ALBUQUERQUE Home Opening Reception. Local artists
present the results of experimental mosaic techniques featuring
stained glass, fused glass, cast glass, glass tile, kiln formed
ceramics, ceramic and porcelain tile, and more. Runs through
4/20. 3301 Menaul NE, Ste 18. 5-6:30pm. ALL-AGES!
884-4529. alibi.com/v/5faz.

SANITARY TORTILLA FACOTRY Pre-existing Conditions.
Collaborative pieces made from the trash of various illegal dump
sites around Albuquerque from artists Cecilia McKinnon and
Lance McGoldrick. Runs through 1/19. 401 Second Street SW.
Noon-5pm. alibi.com/v/5emm.

FRIDAY JAN 12
ART
REMARQUE: NEW GROUNDS PRINT WORKSHOP Fifth Annual
International Print Exhibition. Stunning varierty of prints from
around the world. Runs through 1/27. 3812 Central Ave SE.
10am-6pm. ALL-AGES! 268-8952. alibi.com/v/5d52.

SANITARY TORTILLA FACTORY Pre-existing Conditions. 401 Second
St SW. Noon-5pm. See 1/11 SANITARY TORTILLA FACOTRY listing.

STAGE
RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Friday Night Fools.
Performances from the best local and touring comedians. 1912
Second Street NW. $5. 9pm. 21+. alibi.com/v/5bmf.

SONG & DANCE
HILAND DANCE STUDIO Latin Dance Social. Mingle with locals
while salsa dancing. 130 Jackson NE. $7. 9:30pm-1am. 13+.
268-1558. alibi.com/v/4qls.

FILM
GUILD CINEMA The Fifth Element. The classic sci-fi action film
follows a cab driver who unwittingly becomes the central figure
in the search for a legendary cosmic weapon to keep evil and
Mr. Zorg at bay. 3405 Central Ave NE. 10:30pm-1am. 255-1848.
alibi.com/v/5f75.

SATURDAY JAN 13
WORDS
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Dealing with Doctors, Denial and Death.
Author Dr. Mangalik discusses his book on the medical culture
of denial surrounding terminal illness. 6901 Barstow St NE.
1-2pm. 857-8321. alibi.com/v/5f0m.

LOS POBLANOS, Los Ranchos de Albuquerque Another Way
Forward: Grassroots Solutions from New Mexico. Award-winning
author and former Senator Dede Feldman shares her newest
work focusing on innovative organizations and local leaders.
4803 Rio Grande Blvd NW. 1-3pm. ALL-AGES! 220-5958.
alibi.com/v/5fu5. See Event Horizon.

MAIN LIBRARY Friends for the Public Library Book Sale. A wide
selection of books for sale to benefit the public library. 501
Copper Ave NW. $2. 10am-4pm. ALL-AGES! 768-5167.
alibi.com/v/3z6c.

YOGA ART SPACE Book Club. Read and disuss books related to
yoga. 8338 Comanche Rd NE. Donations encouraged.
11am-noon. ALL-AGES! 310-7457. alibi.com/v/5enh.

ART
KD NEELEY GALLERY KD Neeley Live. Albuquerque’s greatest
creative minds show off their best performance art, music, poetry
and dances. 104 Fourth Street NW. $5. 5:30-10pm. 933-9315.
alibi.com/v/5ebl.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Saturdays in the
Museum. Exhibit tours led by local experts. 1701 Fourth Street
SW. 2-3pm. 246-2261. alibi.com/v/5fri.

REMARQUE: NEW GROUNDS PRINT WORKSHOP Fifth Annual
International Print Exhibition. 3812 Central Ave SE. 10am-6pm.
ALL-AGES! See 1/12 listing.

SONG & DANCE
APPLE MOUNTAIN MUSIC Albuquerque Megaband Jam. Play
acoustic string band music with fellow folk musicians. 10301
Comanche NE. 2-4pm. ALL-AGES! (563) 379-9020.
alibi.com/v/5f5u.

Calendar | arts & lit 

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Chispa: NM Jazz Latino
Orchestra. A live performance of salsa and jazz. 1701 Fourth Street
SW. $27-$32. 8pm. ALL-AGES! 246-2261. alibi.com/v/5ekh.

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Midwinter Music
Marathon. N.M.’s best musicians perform to benefit
Albuquerque Health Care for the Homeless. 2626 Arizona St
NE. $10-$25. Noon-8pm. 883-9717. alibi.com/v/5fw5. See
Event Horizon.

LEARN
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Making Change: The Golden
Age of Postcards in Albuquerque. Nancy Tucker shares the history
of Albuquerque’s postcard publishers. 423 Central Ave NE.
10:30am-noon. ALL-AGES! 848-1376. alibi.com/v/5eq3.

SUNDAY JAN 14
SONG & DANCE
ALBUQUERQUE SQUARE DANCE CENTER English Country and
Contra Dance. Dance to the tunes of Purfling with live calling
from Kit French and Kris Jensen. 4915 Hawkins St NE. $8-$9.
10am. ALL-AGES! (563) 379-9020. alibi.com/v/5f5w.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Winds and Horns
Aplenty. Local wind and horn connoisseur Professor Eric Rombach-
Kendall conducts an afternoon of magnificent music. 1701 Fourth
Street SW. $24-$68. 4pm. ALL-AGES! 323-4343.
alibi.com/v/55dp.

TUESDAY JAN 16
SONG & DANCE
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Live Music. Alchemie performs modern
rock and pop. 6901 Barstow St NE. 6-7pm. 857-8321.
alibi.com/v/5faw.

FILM
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY The Hitman’s Bodyguard (R). A
professional bodyguard protects a hit man as the pair embark
on a journey across Europe. Must be age 17 or older. 8081
Central Ave NW. 5:30-7:30pm. 768-4320. alibi.com/v/5eq7.

WEDNESDAY JAN 17
SONG & DANCE
ODDFELLOWS HALL, Santa Fe Community Music Rehearsal.
Join the Santa Fe Megaband for rehearsal. 1125 Cerrillos Rd.
7pm. ALL-AGES! (563) 379-9020. alibi.com/v/5f5x.

ONGOING
ART
516 ARTS In the Balance. A large-scale installation by Karl
Hofmann. Runs through 1/13. Thu-Sat. 516 Central Ave SW.
Noon-5pm. ALL-AGES! 242-1445. alibi.com/v/5cj4.

ART.I.FACT, Santa Fe Twig and Call. Aviva Bauman of Twig Works
jewelry and photographer Chelsea Call show their best and new
works. Runs through 1/27. 930 Baca St. Noon-4pm. ALL-AGES!
982-5000. alibi.com/v/5ctr.

FORM & CONCEPT, Santa FeMICROCOSM. Over 20 artists, crafts-
people and designers show diminutive and dynamic offerings
that measure 8x10 inches or smaller. Runs through 1/6. Thu-
Sat. 435 S Guadalupe. 10am-5pm. ALL-AGES! 982-8111.
alibi.com/v/5c69.

GALLERY ABQMasterworks Salon Awardees Show. See the works
of watercolor artist Ruth Andrews-Vreeland, water media and oil
artist Russ Ball, and pastel artist Chris Cook. Runs through 1/31.
Thu-Sat, Tue-Wed. 8210 Menaul NE. 10am-5pm. ALL-AGES!
292-9333. alibi.com/v/5fcn.

GHOSTWOLF GALLERY Resolve, Evolve. Artists present a group
show centered around renewal, forward movement, personal
evolution and transcendence. Runs through 1/31. 2043 South
Plaza NW. 11am-6pm. 18+. 246-9653. alibi.com/v/5fd7.

JEMEZ FINE ART GALLERY, Jemez Springs Mountain Magic.
Runs through 3/31. 17346 NM Hwy 4. 2pm. ALL-AGES! (575)
829-3340. alibi.com/v/5dnd.

MUSEUM OF INTERNATIONAL FOLK ART, Santa Fe No Idle
Hands: The Myths and Meanings of Tramp Art. Enjoy the first
large-scale museum exhibition dedicated to tramp art since
1975. More than 150 examples of tramp art, concentrating on
works from the United States, with additional international exam-
ples. Thu-Sun, Tue-Wed. 706 Camino Lejo. $7-$12. 10am-5pm.
ALL-AGES! 577-1347. alibi.com/v/4l9u.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE It Sounds So Simple.
Photographic works of students from La Cueva High School. Runs
through 1/27. Thu-Fri, Mon-Wed. 210 Yale Blvd SE. 2-5:30pm.
268-0044. alibi.com/v/5drr.

ARTS& LIT
CALENDAR

Compiled by Megan Reneau, Zabrina Chavez and Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

SUPERHEROES WANTEDSUPERHEROES WANTED

Earn as much as $365 this month & $120 this week!
Donate life saving plasma. 

You have the power to save lives!
Schedule an appointment at biotestplasma.com

We guarantee the best donor 
fees in our marketing area!

BRING IN THIS COUPON 

FOR AN EXTRA 

$10 BONUS!

036WA

New donors only. Not valid in conjunction 
with any other referral fees or bonuses.

Open 7 days a week! 
Biotest Plasma Center

(505) 424-6250
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BY ROBIN BABB

I
t’s surprising to find a restaurant like The Acre
in the Northeast Heights strip mall it calls
home. Though it has simpatico neighbors like a

Penzey’s Spices and a Natural Grocers, the farm-
to-table vegetarian restaurant doesn’t quite seem
to fit the busy, inner-city intersection of
Montgomery and Wyoming. But perhaps this is
just because inside, the space feels expansive and
rural—with its floor-to-ceiling photos of fields
and farmhouses on parallel walls, the otherwise
small restaurant opens up comfortably. 

The first time I visited The Acre it was for
lunch on a weekday. Me and my companion
were seated at a small table right next to the
window, which was sunny and—especially once
we began eating—quite warm. The illusion of
space fades a bit once you’re seated too, as the
tables along the outer walls are close together
and it becomes hard not to overhear your table-
neighbors’ conversations. That said, I know that
Executive Chef Shawn Weed’s vision for the
space was to bring people together: He
acknowledged that diners would be sharing close
quarters with each other, and that it might be
uncomfortable. If you’re an extrovert, though,
this setup might be just your cup of tea, and an
opportunity to make some new friends.

I ordered the homemade lavender lemonade
($3.00) and my friend ordered the Villa Myriam
nitro cold brew ($3.00)—a local coffee roaster
that I’m quite fond of. The lavender lemonade
was deliciously fresh and sweet; a perfect balm for
the spicy appetizers that followed. The rest of the
drink menu is very local-oriented as well,
including beers from La Cumbre and Marble. 

The waiter, who seemed like a bit of a
greenhorn, wasn’t quite as well-versed on the
specials and the ingredient sources as I would
have hoped … but she was exceedingly kind to
make up for it. She did tell us that the buffalo
cauliflower ($8.00) was a crowd favorite
appetizer, so we decided to test the crowd’s
wisdom. Turns out they got this one right: The
cauliflower, which is breaded and fried to mimic
buffalo wings, was covered in a tangy and spicy
vinegar sauce that stains your lips and makes you
sweat just a little. On the side was some bleu
cheese ranch dressing that cooled the fire just
enough. We sent that plate back empty and
almost ordered more.

We had to save room for the real deal, of
course. I ordered the “meat(less) loaf” sandwich
($10.00), which came with a side of homemade
pickles and kettle chips. This was going out on a
limb—me and “fake meat” foods don’t often get
along. They’re usually dry and taste nothing like
meat, or even like the vegetables that they’re
supposedly made of. This sandwich, though,
managed to steer clear of those pitfalls: the
“meat”loaf is moist and full of recognizable bits of
veggies, and has a distinct umami meatiness from
the portabella mushroom.

The veggie enchiladas ($11.00) my friend
ordered were a little less impressive,
unfortunately—and in this town serving people
sub-par enchiladas is a big no no. They were
swimming in cheese and didn’t have much else
going on flavor-wise: some hot sauce was needed
to make them a little interesting. I would have
appreciated some spice or a more flavorful filling. 

We finished with one of the daily homemade
ice creams (The Acre has a vegan and a non-
vegan ice cream special every day). I ordered the
lemon vegan ice cream ($5.00) expecting a
sorbet, but what came out was a coconut-milk-
based, citrusy ice—perhaps because of my
expectation, it didn’t quite deliver. It had an
earthy sweetness imparted, I believe, from maple
syrup (I asked the waitress but she didn’t know),
and that paired with the light citrus didn’t sit
right on the palate. Vegan ice cream can be very
hard to do right, and I expect that the kitchen at
The Acre will be experimenting further with
these daily recipes. 

I visited The Acre again for dinner on a
Friday night and found the place packed. Me and
Maggie Grimason, Arts Editor at the Alibi and
designated vegan friend, managed to snag the
last table at a back corner of the room. This time
around, the closeness of the tables played out as a
positive: Halfway through our dinner, the family

seated next to us tuned in to our conversation
about Meow Wolf and we all compared notes on
our last visits there. It felt very natural and
unforced to chat with them, and I realized that
Weed’s vision of the social aspect of the place
might actually play out well—if you’re open to it.

We ordered the spread and crisps ($8.00)—
which turned out to be warm, fried flatbread with
a cauliflower cheese dip. We were big fans of this
one, a hearty and warming starter on a chilly
night. My only alteration: I would have put the
dip through a blender first, as the bits of
cauliflower were a little too big to be comfortably
and non-messily transported from plate to
mouth.

For the entrée I ordered the “raw” salad
($10.00): a simple salad of arugala with quinoa,
sprouts, carrot, bell pepper and chopped almond;
Maggie ordered the comfort club sandwich
($10.00). The salad was beautifully presented
with each ingredient in stripes, and it made me
feel a little better about shoveling all that cheese
dip down my maw. The comfort club, which
came on triple-decker toasted whole wheat
bread, had miso-glazed carrots taking the place of
the bacon, fresh lettuce and tomato and a
pleasantly spicy spread adding a little extra
something. Though I don’t think many people
would mistake the carrot in there for bacon,
that’s not the point—it tastes good.

I’m excited that The Acre is open and doing
well; seeing a farm-to-table restaurant that’s
accessible and not astronomically priced does my
heart good. I especially appreciate the casual
family-oriented vibe of the place: Both times I
visited, there were families with young children
(notoriously picky eaters) who seemed to be
quite happy with their mac and cheese and
carrot dogs, and the restaurant’s custom coloring
pages. If The Acre has truly found a formula to
get the next generation of Burqueños to eat more
sustainably and healthily, then I wish them every
success in the world. a

The Acre Makes 
Farm-to-Table Easy

Buffalo wings and mac n’ cheese for the conscious eaterNortheast
Heights
Grub
BY ROBIN BABB

T
he Northeast Heights has been largely
uncharted culinary territory for me—so this
week I decided to go do some charting. All

the dining and drinking establishments covered
in this week’s section are in that quadrant of
the city, they’re all locally owned, and they’re
all worth a visit. If you live in that part of town,
count yourself lucky—there’s a lot of good
eatin’ around you, from Vietnamese to Italian
to French pastries. If you don’t, well, remember
that crossing to the other side of the freeway
isn’t the end of the world. a

FAR NORTHEAST HEIGHTS

SCARPA’S
5500 Academy Rd NE, 821-1885 • $$

[Pizza, Italian, Deli/Sandwiches] Brick-oven pizza
may have come to us from California, but they do it
pretty well here in New Mexico. The chicken Caesar
pizza is genius with white cream sauce and a salad
right on top of the pie. And if the pizzas don’t get you
going, there’s homemade pasta, yummy minestrone
and a lineup of excellent beer. Perhaps the best thing
on the menu is the torta dessert—a mountain of puff
pastry, baked apples and cinnamon ice cream. Dive in
with a demitasse of fresh espresso.

NORTHEAST HEIGHTS

CAFÉ ISTANBUL
1415 Wyoming Blvd NE, 294-9900 • $

[Middle Eastern, Specialty Food Store] Driving
north on Wyoming from the freeway, you can’t help but
notice this grocery/café’s vibrantly painted building.
Inside, you can nibble on Middle Eastern fare ranging
from kabobs to hummus to herbed tabouleh.
Everything is made fresh to order. Vegetarians will
appreciate the meat-free selections.

LE CHANTILLY PASTRY SHOP
8216 Menaul Blvd NE, 293-7057 • $$

[Bakery/Sweets, French, Specialty Food Store,
Coffee/Tea/Espresso, Deli/Sandwiches] If the
café’s mural of French street life doesn’t quite make
you forget that you’re in an Albuquerque strip mall,
closing your eyes and tasting a flaky blueberry cheese
croissant might. If the croissant doesn’t work, try some
petits fours. But if sweets aren’t doing it for you,
maybe you need something savory: Perhaps one of
the daily lunch special sandwiches and a cup of
espresso will do it?

SAIGON RESTAURANT
6001 San Mateo Blvd SE, 884-0706 • $

[Vietnamese, Asian] A delightful Vietnamese
restaurant, Saigon has plenty of comfy booths if you
want to eat in, and speedy service if you plan to take
out. In the mood for something different? Say …
quail? Saigon has got you covered. Just make sure
you don’t leave without tasting the perfectly seasoned,
rich pho broth and a glass of Thai iced tea.

The Acre

299-6973
theacrerestaurant.com

4410 Wyoming Blvd. NE
Mon-Fri 11am-9pm
Sat-Sun 10am-9pm

Alibi recommends: buffalo cauliflower, meat(less)
loaf sandwich, lavender lemonade

Vibe: casual, family-friendly

Chowtown
a rotating guide to restaurants we like

suggest a restaurant or search for more at:

w alibi.com/chowtown

These listings have no connection with Alibi advertising

KEY:  $ = Inexpensive $8 or less  | $$ = Moderate $8 to $15
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FOOD | iNterview

BY ROBIN BABB

L
ittle Bear Coffee Co. has been open for just
shy of two weeks when I walk in on a
Wednesday afternoon, and it’s packed. The

space is brightly lit and welcoming, with a
dramatic neon “LB” sign at the back of the bar
that draws your eye immediately. There are
pastries from Swiss Alps, the Albuquerque-
based European bakery, displayed in a glass case
and a shelf full of records and merch from Hi-
Phy Records, the local vinyl pop-up shop.
There’s a man behind the counter making a
pourover; he grins and welcomes me warmly.

This turns out to be Isaiah Jaramillo, one of
two managers at the new Northeast Heights
area coffee shop. One of the owners of the shop,
Isaac Heflin, is sitting on the other side of the
counter, working on a laptop. I interrupt both of
them at their work to ask a few questions about
the shop, and they’re both accommodating. 

Heflin and his brother own real estate
throughout the Albuquerque area, but bought
the 2632 Pennsylvania Street location with a
new venture in mind: craft coffee, something
they’d both been passionate about for years. But
they knew they needed to bring some more
hands-on experience into the fold to manage
the place, which is where Jaramillo and his co-
manager James Harper came in. Jaramillo has
years of experience working at Starbucks, and
Harper is a Humble Coffee alumnus. 

But experience wasn’t the only thing in
mind when the team began hiring baristas,
Jaramillo says: “We’d rather teach people to be
good baristas than teach them to be good
people.” In other words, to pass the cut you had
to be a people person first, and a coffee person
second. It’s a quality that Jaramillo and Heflin
have themselves—as we sat and talked, people
repeatedly approached them for a hug or a
handshake. These guys are well-liked.

Their hope is that that lack of pretension
will be obvious to the clientele—they want
Little Bear to be a comfortable space for people
who aren’t coffee nerds, folks who don’t know
the difference between a V60 and a Chemex.
They also hope to help make them into coffee
nerds with classes on brewing techniques and
coffee culture in the future.

Other plans for Little Bear’s future? “We
definitely want to start roasting our own coffee,”
says Heflin. Currently they’re brewing coffee
roasted by Prismatic, a local roaster and coffee
shop, and Corvus, a roaster based in Denver,
but they plan to switch out coffees bi-monthly
or so until they get their own roastery up and
running. 

They also plan to host local artists in the
space—both visual artists who can hang their
work throughout the shop (currently, James
Harper’s artwork is on display) and musicians
who can play in the back of the shop. More
surprisingly, they also want to serve coffee at
popular Sandia trailheads on weekend mornings
and have camping trips in the warmer months.
“We love the outdoors,” says Heflin, “and we
want to incorporate that love in what we’re
doing here.” 

Despite the growing number of third-wave
coffee shops in Albuquerque, Heflin and
Jaramillo don’t see their shop as competition to
places like Humble and Prismatic. “We love
those shops, we want to support them” says
Heflin, who picked the location partly because
it’s miles away from any other similar coffee
shops. “The Heights area was ready for this.” 

He seems to be right. The sun is going down
when I leave Little Bear, and the foot traffic in
and out of the shop doesn’t seem to be slowing.
But this place is still fresh and novel—after two
weeks, the place is largely patronized by friends
of the owners, curious coffee nerds and Yelp
vultures. Let’s hope that Albuquerque’s
seemingly endless desire for good coffee keeps
those doors moving. a

Little Bear Coffee
Co. Now Open

NE Heights craft coffee shop has big plans

ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHYA barista at Little Bear makes a pourover
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Call Me By Your Name
Languid romance withers under the Tuscan sun

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

T
here’s an ongoing argument that flares up
almost every time someone disagrees with a
critic. The argument goes something like

this: Critics aren’t fans, and their opinions are
diametrically opposed to those of real people.
This is, of course, untrue. Critics aren’t grown
in a laboratory somewhere. And they’ve pretty
much got to be fans of the things they
review—otherwise they’d have chosen a
different line of work. Nonetheless, the
stereotype of us “film critics” is that we love
snooty foreign dramas while staring down our
noses at popular entertainment. And to look
at the overwhelming critical praise piling up
behind Luca Guadagnino’s lush, louche and
terribly languid coming-of-age drama Call Me
By Your Name (currently sitting at 96 percent
positive ratings at rottentomatoes.com), you’d
think it was the next surefire skirmish in the
ongoing culture wars. 
Sorry to disappoint—but having weathered

a year-end movie season in which Call Me By
Your Name landed on a great many “best of”
lists, I’ve got to respectfully disagree with,
evidently, 96 percent of the my fellow critics.
The film is beautiful and emotional and
sensitively acted, but it’s about as exciting to
watch as wallpaper. Very pretty wallpaper. But
still.
The film is based on André Aciman’s

much-praised 2007 novel. It’s adapted into
screenplay form by high-tone British
adaptation king James Ivory of Merchant/Ivory
fame (The Remains of the Day, Howards End, A
Room With a View). Rather than direct, Ivory
turns the reins over to Italian cameraslinger
Luca Guadagnino (whose 2009 film I Am Love
made a big splash in art house circles). It’s a
classy affair all around. No doubt about it.
Set in Northern Italy in 1983, the story

swirls around 17-year-old Elio (Timothée
Chalamet, most recently glimpsed in Greta
Gerwig’s Lady Bird). He’s a sullen, tightlipped
Jewish-American kid living with his parents at
a spacious antique villa in the Tuscan
countryside. Dad is a professor of archeology
who has landed himself an impossibly
awesome summer gig, lazing around a pool,
drinking wine, hosting dinner parties and
occasionally ogling the stunningly sculpted abs
of ancient Roman statues that the locals
dredge up at a nearby beach. The professor’s
family has got it even easier. Elio basically
spends his days soaking up the sun and his
nights hanging out with lots of sexually
advanced European gals. Tough gig.
Into this unlikely, sun-drenched paradise

comes the Adonis-like Oliver (Armie
Hammer from The Lone Ranger), a
twentysomething graduate student who shows
up to assist Elio’s dad with his virtually
nonexistent and totally non-pressing academic
paperwork. Now we’ve got another pretty

person to loll around the pool in his swim
trunks. It’s not long before carefree Oliver
attracts the attentions of introspective young
Elio. Nonetheless, it takes a full hour of the
film’s slow-going screentime before Elio
summons up the courage and self-knowledge
to admit that he might be attracted to Oliver.
Is Elio gay? Hard to say. He’s got a girlfriend.
He sleeps with her. And openly brags about his
sexual relationship. But he acts petulant and
jealous every time Oliver drapes himself
around one of the many willing local ladies.
What about Oliver? Is he gay? Maybe. Or not.
He comes across so easygoing that actually
choosing a sexual preference would only harsh
his mellow. (You can tell how aloof he is
because he always says “later” instead of
“goodbye.”)
And so Elio and Oliver spend their summer

flirting but not flirting: swimming together,
going for long walks through the picturesque
Tuscan countryside, having epistemological
debates, eating ripe fruit picked from trees.
Guadagnino prefers to keep everything highly
visual and symbolic. He assumes that frequent
shots of fresh apricots, ripe and pendulant on
the branch, are enough for viewers to grasp his
film’s not-so-subtle subtext of longing sexual
desire. And so we spend a lot of time gazing at
tight young skin, glistening under the Italian
sun. We watch endless leaves waving in the
warm summer sun. We find ourselves
hypnotized by tiny, glinting stars in the pool as
our protagonists glare under their hooded
eyelids at one another. And so on.

REEL WORLD
BYDEVIN D. O’LEARY

MLK Day Teaser
New Mexico PBS and the Santa Fe Art
Institute present a special free preview
screening of the Academy Award-nominated
documentary I Am
Not Your Negro on
Thursday, Jan. 11.
This “Indie Lens”
pop-up screening
will take place at the
Santa Fe Art
Institute (1600 St.
Michael’s Dr.)
starting at 6pm. The
film reconstructs
famed author James
Baldwin’s
unfiinished 1979
book Remember
This, which was intended to be a
revolutionary, personal account of the lives
and successive assassinations of Baldwin’s
three close friends—Medgar Evers, Malcolm X
and Martin Luther King Jr. This timely
examination of race in America will be
accompanied by a Civil Rights era photo
collection (including portraits of James
Baldwin) and a post-film discussion led by
SFAI Works manager Kourtney Andar. If you
can’t make the screening, New Mexico PBS
stations will air I Am Not Your Negro on Jan. 15
from 8 to 9:30pm.

MLK Take Two
Given that Martin Luther King Jr. Day hits this
coming Monday, Jan. 15, it’s no real surprise
that I Am Not Your Negro is in high demand
right now. If you can’t do Santa Fe, New
Mexico PBS presents a second screening of
the film on Saturday, Jan. 12, at the African
American Performing Arts Center (310 San
Pedro NE) located on Albuquerque’s EXPO
New Mexico Fairgrounds. There is an opening
reception at 6pm followed by a 6:30
screening. After the screening economic
development strategist and governmental
advisor (to Mayor Berry and Gov. Martinez)
Devont’e Kurt Watson will moderate a
community discussion. Admission is free. To
guarantee a seat, however, you need to
reserve one on eventbrite.com.

The Write Stuff
The New Mexico Film Foundation, through its
Tale Writers program, presents a series of
screenwriting workshops starting this
weekend, Jan, 13 and 14. Aaron Leventman
(programmer for the Santa Fe Film Festival
and programming consultant for the
Albuquerque Film and Media Experience) is
teaching the first workshop, titled
“Screenwriting 101.” Melinda M. Snodgrass
(story editor on “Star Trek: The Next
Generation”) will take over the next workshop
on Jan. 27 and 28, titled “Breaking the Story.”
Future workshops will be held, twice a month,
through the end of April. Thanks to a grant
from New Mexico Arts, each screenwriting
workshop only costs $75. All workshops are
being held at the Santa Fe University of Art
and Design Film School, Room 219. For more
info or to register for class go to
.talewriters.org/script-
programs/screenwriting-workshops a

It’s not so much the creaky visual
symbolism that Guadagnino employs, nor his
heatstroke-slow pace. Aciman’s Proustian
novel withers a bit under the director’s single-
minded stewardship. Coming-of-age stories are
nothing new, particularly to indie film.
Coming-out-of-the-closet tales are equally
familiar. As are narratives about “that one
magical summer in which everything
changed.” Lumping them all together gives
Call Me By Your Name the air of a late-
’90s/early-2000s Sundance Film Fest fave.
(Think Bertolucci’s Stealing Beauty crossed
with Ang Lee’s Brokeback Mountain.) Unlike
more modern outings—such as 2016’s
Moonlight—the faintly nostalgic Call Me By
Your Name doesn’t find a particularly fresh or
invigorating way of relating its same-sex love
story. Like a museum exhibit of Old Masters
paintings, it’s undeniably attractive but rather
boringly familiar. 
We’ve all seen tales of teenage love before.

And those of us who have passed that age
threshold are wise enough to know that those
mad, obsessive love affairs we saw ourselves
having at 16 were a passing fancy at best.
Whatever fleeting glimpses of self-awareness
we were granted as a teenager were just the tip
of the iceberg. As a result, it’s hard to look at
Elio and Oliver’s uncertain longing for one
another, their “will they just get it on already?”
relationship, as some sort of heartbreaking,
lifelong romantic tragedy. Chalamet and
Hammer are quite good together, and they
share a believable chemistry on screen. But
stripped of its postcard beauty and its academic
pretensions, Call Me By Your Name is little
more than a soapy, overlong melodrama. Sure,
there are plenty of audiences who have (and
will) swoon over 132 minutes’ worth of
shirtless pretty boys arguing over the merits of
Franz Liszt and Ferruccio Busoni. But there are
plenty more people who have no freaking idea
who Ferruccio Busoni is and would rather just
watch The Last Jedi again. … Like me.
Freaking critics! a

Call Me By Your Name
Directed by Luca Guadagnino

Starring Armie Hammer, Timothée Chalamet,

Michael Stuhlbarg

Rated R

Opens Friday 1/12
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W
ith the 2017/2018 fall season half over, the
“Big Four” networks have been surprisingly
reluctant to cancel bad or underperforming

shows. ABC, for example, yanked the well-
reviewed sitcom “The Mayor” from its schedule
on Jan. 4, leaving four unaired episodes—but has
yet to officially label it “canceled.” Last year the
Alphabet Net also banished Shonda Rhimes’
goofy Shakespeare melodrama “Still Star-
Crossed” and the Kyra Sedgewick-led kidnap
drama “Ten Days in the Valley” to Saturdays,
allowing them to quietly vanish without further
comment. CBS, for its part, pulled the heavily
hyped sitcom “Me, Myself & I” from its schedule
after 6 eps, while its app-based crime drama
“Wisdom of the Crowd” suspended production
after 13 episodes (’cause star Jeremy Piven was
accused of sexual harassment). The CW declined
a full season pickup of military drama “Valor” and
will allow it to expire after burning off all 13
episodes.

But even those few merciful deaths leave
room for some new midseason replacements. So
what does early 2018 have in store for us, network
TV-wise? Let’s see!

FOX—FOX opened the gates early on
musical competition “The Four,” airline sitcom
“LA to Vegas” and emergency services drama “9-
1-1.” The only thing left is “The Resident” (Jan.
21), which will, hopefully, fill TV’s glaring lack of
medical dramas in primetime.

NBC—“A.P. Bio” (Feb. 1) is a sitcom about
a philosophy scholar stuck teaching high school
biology. “Good Girls” (Feb. 26) is a drama about
three suburban moms (Christina Hendricks,
Rhetta, Mae Whitman) who decide to make ends
meet by robbing banks. In addition to medical
dramas, TV evidently lacks sufficient musical
dramas, as well, which is where “Rise” (March
13) comes in. It’s basically “Glee,” but based on a

true story. “Genius Junior” (March 18) is a
game show with kids.

CBS—How could CBS possibly improve “Big
Brother”—other than offer up “Celebrity Big
Brother” (Feb. 7)? Based on the nonfiction book
The Year of Living Biblically, the sitcom “Living
Biblically” (Feb. 26) follows a married film critic
who decides to live an entire year according to
the frequently contradictory strictures of the
Bible. “Instinct” (March 11) looks like just
another police procedural—except it stars Alan
Cumming and is based on a book by James
Patterson.

ABC—Hoping to capitalize on some Winter
Olympics love, “The Bachelor Winter Games”
(Feb. 13) finds former “Bachelor” contestants
competing in assorted winter sports. “Deception”
(March 11) is another drama in which wacky
people magically solve crimes for the police. This
one features a retired Las Vegas illusionist.
“American Idol” (March 11) isn’t precisely
“new.” But it does have a new batch of judges
(Katy Perry!) and a new network. We’ve already
added doctors and cops, so it’s time to add lawyers
to the primetime mix with “For the People”
(March 13). Although it lacks a name, the
“Untitled Grey’s Anatomy Spinoff” (March
22) will be about firefighters. Sexy firefighters, no
doubt. After more than 10 years off the air, ABC
revives sitcom standard “Roseanne” (March
27). Jenna Fischer and Oliver Hudson star as a
divorced couple in “Splitting Up Together”
(March 27), a remake of the Danish sitcom
“Bedre Skitt End Aldrig.” Zach Braff headlines
the sitcom “Alex, Inc.” (March 28), based on
Alex Blumberg’s podcast about trying to launch a
startup company. “The Crossing” (April 2) is an
ambitious-sounding sci-fi drama about illegal
immigrants—who come not from South of the
Border, but from 250 years in the future. a

TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX By DEVIN D. O’LEary

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

“Lip Sync Battle Shorties”
(Nickelodeon 5:30pm) What’s better
than celebrities lip synching to pop
songs? … You guessed it: Kids lip
synching to pop songs.

SATURDAY 13

Frozen in Love (Hallmark 7pm) Now
that Christmas is over, Hallmark has
transitioned to manufacturing broader,
winter-based rom-coms. Here, a
struggling bookstore owner (Rachel
Leigh Cook from She’s All That) and a
bad boy hockey player (Niall Matter
from “When Calls the Heart”) discover
that opposites attract.

SUNDAY 14

“Seeking Sister Wife” (TLC 8:08pm) TLC
doubles down on its Mormon-
sploitation slate.

“Hot Streets” (Cartoon Network 1am)
An FBI agent, his orphaned niece and
her cowardly dog investigate monsters
and other supernatural phenomena in
this goof-violent mash-up of “The X-
Files,” “Scooby-Doo” and “Courage the
Cowardly Dog.”

MONDAY 15

“The 49th NAACP Image Awards” (TV
One 7pm) TV One celebrates Martin
Luther King Day with a trip to the
Pasadena Convention Center to watch
Anthony Anderson host the NAACP
Image Awards. BET’s “New Edition”
biopic is up for an award. So there’s
that.

TUESDAY 16

“Black Lightning” (KWBQ-19
8pm) The CW—already crowded
with such comic book superhero
shows as “Arrow,” “The Flash,”
“Supergirl,” “Legends of Tomorrow”
and … uh, “Riverdale”—adds DC’s
“Black Lightning” to the roster.
Cress Williams (“Close to Home,”
“Nash Bridges”) stars as a retired
superhero/family man who
returns to the crimefighting life
after a local gang messes with his
neighborhood. 

WEDNESDAY 17

“American Crime Story: The
Assassination of Gianni
Versace” (FX 11pm) “American
Crime Story” turns from footballer
O.J. Simpson to fashion designer
Gianni Versace. Édgar Ramirez
(Carlos, Zero Dark Thirty) stars as
Gianni Versace, Penélope Cruz
(Volver, All the Pretty Horses) stars
as Donatella Versace, Ricky
Martin (“Livin’ la Vida Loca”
singer) is Antonio D’Amico and
Darren Criss (“Glee”) pops by as
serial killer Andrew Cunanan. 

“Corporate” (Comedy Central
11pm) From the writers of “The
Eric Andre Show” and “The
Comedy Show Show” comes this
new sitcom which promises “a
dark, edgy look at life as a junior-
executive-in-training at your
average, soulless multi-national
corporation.” a

THURSDAY 11

“The 23rd Annual Critic’s Choice
Awards” (KWBQ-19 7pm) Olivia
Munn hosts. As a critic, I approve.

“Making a Model With Yolanda Hadid”
(Lifetime 8:02pm) Lifetime keeps
insisting that fashion models are
interesting people. So far, despite a
wealth of “Project: Runway” spinoffs,
the network has yet to prove it.

FRIDAY 12

“My Next Guest Needs No
Introduction With David Letterman”
(Netflix streaming anytime) Former
late night king David Letterman
returns to the realm of comedy and
interviews with this monthly (yes,
monthly) talk show. Among the guest
stars lined up for the first season:
Barack Obama, George Clooney,
Malala Yousafzai, Howard Stern, Jay-Z
and Tina Fey.

“Philip K. Dick’s Electric Dreams”
(Amazon streaming anytime) Mind-
expanding sci-fi writer Philip K. Dick
(the inspiration for Blade Runner, Total
Recall and Amazon’s “The Man in the
High Castle”) gets the anthology
treatment in this 10-episode series.

Midseason Madness
New shows for a new year

INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO ATTEND A SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING

TUESDAY, JANUARY 16  7:00 PM 
AT CENTURY RIO

SIGN UP FOR THE ALIBI E-MAIL NEWSLETTER TO FIND  
OUT WHERE TO GET YOUR FREE PASSES!

ALIBI.COM/NEWSLETTER

Rated PG for thematic elements including drinking, and for language. Supplies are limited. Limit one (1) pass per person. 
Each pass admits two (2). Sponsors’ employees are ineligible to participate. Screening is overbooked to ensure capacity. 

Please refer to passes for any other possible restrictions. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.

MUST SIGN UP FOR THE NEWSLETTER BY THURSDAY 1/11 AT NOON.

IN THE ATERS JANUARY 19

/forevermygirlmovie @4evermygirl

www.forevermygirlthemovie.com #ForeverMyGirl
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All advertised financing is conditional on approval of credit. Financing plans are provided by third parties and the providers may change from time to time. The financing plan selected affects APR and APR is disclosed in the financing documents. Deferred payment offers and “same-as-cash”
offers contain significant conditions which are disclosed in the financing documents. “Same-as-cash” financing accrues interest from the date of purchase. Interest will be waived if payment is made in full on or before the final date stipulated in the finance agreement. “No-interest” financing
requires minimum monthly payments as stipulated in the finance agreement. Interest will be charged to your account if minimum payments are not made or if the full balance is not paid by the stipulated date. Other finance plans may be offered from time to time, with conditions and charges
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COUNTRY DAN’S — QUALITY, VALUE AND SERVICE SINCE 1974!

FINANCE UP TO 5 YEARS!
On approved credit. $1999 minimum  purchase. Conditions and restrictions apply. Details at store.

$699 $1599

$1599

MATTRESS

BARGAINS!

HUGE 

SELECTION!

PRICES TOO

LOW TO

SHOW!

ADJUSTABLE
QUEEN!

IN-MOTION FRAME
AND SERTA QUEEN

MATTRESS

LOW PACKAGE PRICE! SAVE THOUSANDS!

Primo Fleet-Z frame
with Napoli Memory
Foam mattress!

Shadowmoss memory
foam — compare to
Temperpedic quality!

COMPLETE KIDS’ ROOMS!
Styles

and
prices

to make
every-

one
happy!

SEVEN-PIECE
BEDROOM SET!

Suite includes dresser, mirror, nightstand,

queen-size headboard, footboard and rails.

Cameron

design by

Elements

CHOOSE A RECLINER LIVING ROOM SET!

$1399
YOUR CHOICE!

SAME LOW PRICE!

SOFA AND LOVESEAT
Jamestown by Elements, choice of two colors.

BOTH PIECES
Elements Geneva suite, choice of two colors.

$1499Classic styling in a sofa and

loveseat from Simmons, the furni-

ture maker you know and trust.

2-PIECE
LIVING
ROOM
SUITE
WITH

MOTION!

$579

7-PIECE
DINING
SUITE!

Table with six padded

ladder-back chairs.

$439

PUB
DINING
FOR 4!

Ceramic-top table

and four pub chairs.

$199

SPACE
SAVER
FOR 2!

Drop-leaf table with

upholstered chairs.
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FILM | CAPSULES by DEvIn D. O’LEAry

who bets he can turn an unattractive girl into the school’s
prom queen. Spoiler alert: He falls in love with her. Look-
ing back, it’s kinda hard to believe Freddie Prinze Jr. was
actually a thing (see for reference: Down to You, Boys
and Girls, Head Over Heels, Summer Catch). 95 minutes.
PG-13. (Opens Wednesday 1/17 at Flix Brewhouse)

Song of Granite
This black-and-white documentary looks at the enigmatic
and complex figure of Joe Heaney, one of the greats of
traditional Irish singing (known as sean nós or “old
style”). Raised in the west of Ireland, Heaney moved to
London in the early ’50s and became a chieftain of the
local folk music scene—but at great personal cost. Fea-
turing performances from Colm Seoighe, Macdara Ó
Fátharta, Jaren Cerf, Lisa O’Neill, Damien Dempsey, and
sean nós singers Mícheál Ó Chonfhaola and Pól Ó
Ceannabháin. 104 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Monday
1/15 at Guild Cinema)

The Treasure of the Sierra Madre
John Huston’s 1948 classic about gold and greed returns
to the silver screen. Humphrey Bogart, Walter Huston and
Tim Holt are a trio of treasure hunters searching for a lost
gold mine in the mountains of Mexico. Things don’t turn
out so well for them. At least the film is hitting theaters in
time for its 70th anniversary. 126 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Sunday 1/13 at Century Rio, Century 14 Down-
town, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

STILL PLAYING

Agnyaathavaasi—Prince in Exile
The exiled heir to a billion-dollar fortune (Pawan Kalyan)
returns after his father’s murder, posing as a regular em-
ployee in order to find the killers and make things right.
“Inspired” by the French movie Largo Wench. In Telugu
with English subtitles. 161 minutes. Unrated. (Century
Rio, Movies 8)

All the Money in the World
Director Ridley Scott tackles the true story of 16-year-old
John Paul Getty III, who was kidnapped and held for ran-
som in 1973. While his parents (played here by Michelle
Williams and Mark Wahlberg) go crazy trying to find him,
his billionaire grandfather (Christopher Plummer) refuses
to cough up one red cent. And yes, this is the film that
Kevin Spacey got edited out of. His last-second replace-
ment, Mr. Plummer, was just nominated for a Golden
Globe. Sucks to be, Kev. 132 minutes. R. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16)

Coco 
Pixar turns to Mexican culture and Day of the Dead for
this animated feature about an aspiring young musician

OPENING THIS WEEK

Birdboy: The Forgotten Children
Based on a graphic novel by co-director Alberto Vázquez,
this dark, animated fairy tale from Spain won the Goya
Award for Best Animated Feature. Stranded on an island
in a cruel, post-apocalyptic world, a cute, anthropomor-
phic mouse, her mute avian boyfriend and their teenage
friends hatch a dangerous plan to escape in hopes of
finding a better life. Home invasion robbery, glue-sniffing
rat gangs and assorted demonic tormentors follow, prov-
ing that this macabre-yet-good-hearted cartoon is not for
children. 76 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Thursday 1/11 at
Guild Cinema)

Call Me By Your Name
Reviewed this issue. 132 minutes. R. (Opens Saturday
1/13 at High Ridge)

The Commuter
Liam Neeson does his now standard “quiet, unassuming
old dude kicks some serious ass” thing in this trans-
portation-based thriller. Neeson reunites with Spanish di-
rector Jaume Collet-Serra (Non-Stop) for ... well,
Non-Stop on a train instead of a plane. Seems that Nee-
son’s unassuming businessman gets caught up in a mur-
derous criminal conspiracy during his regular commute
home. Vera Farmiga, Patrick Wilson, Sam Neill and Eliza-
beth McGovern are along for the ride. 104 minutes. PG-
13. (Opens Thursday 1/11 at Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX)

Condorito: The Movie
This computer-animated Chilean cartoon finds a soccer-
playing condor boy (just roll with it) embarking on a “hi-
larious adventure” to save the planet from evil alien
invaders. It’s based on a popular Chilean comic strip
which has been around since 1949. In Spanish with
English subtitles. 88 minutes. PG. (Opens Friday 1/12 at
Century Rio)

Félicité
Grand Jury Prize at the Berlin International Film Festival
went to this African-based drama about a proud single
mother working as a singer in a bar in the Congo’s capi-
tal of Kinshasa. When her 14-year-old son gets into a ter-
rible car accident, our titular protagonist hits the streets
in a chaotic race to raise money to save the boy. In Lin-
gala and French with English subitles. 129 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Thursday 1/11 at Guild Cinema)

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
There’s no appreciable difference between the first Harry
Potter film and this wonderful follow-up from 2001. Still,
this one seems to stand on its own a bit better. Filled
with endless visual surprises, Chamber of Secrets is like
a bottomless box of candy that just keeps opening and
opening, revealing further treats, delights and wonders.
161 minutes. PG. (Sunday 1/14 at Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque)

Howl’s Moving Castle
Hayao Miyazaki adapts Diana Wynne Jones’ young adult
novel for this 2004 animated masterpiece. This fabulous
fairy tale concerns a young girl, cursed to live as an old
woman, who takes up residence in the titular dwelling of
a handsome wizard in hopes of finding a cure. The story,
mixing fantasy and technology, is more intuitive than logi-
cal; but fans (both young and old) of otherworldly drama
will be duly impressed. 119 minutes. PG. (Monday 1/15
at Flix Brewhouse)

I, Tonya
Margot Robbie (Suicide Squad) stars as disgraced ice
skater Tonya Harding in this snarky, scuzzy comedy-drama
about her notorious, knee-capping rivalry with Nancy Ker-
rigan (Caitlin Carver). 120 minutes. R. (Opens Friday
1/12 at High Ridge)

Jane
The life and work of renowned primatologist Jane Goodall
is examined in this moving documentary from Brett Mor-
gen (The Kid Stays in the Picture, Cobain: Montage of
Heck). National Geographic handed the filmmaker 140
hours worth of previously unseen 16mm color film shot
in the ’60s, detailing the work Goodall did studying wild
chimpanzees in Africa, resulting in an elucidating, up-
close look at her pioneering research. Philip Glass pro-
vides the emotional score. 90 minutes. PG. (Opens
Monday 1/15 at Guild Cinema)

The Lady Eve
Barbara Stanwyck and Henry Fonda star in this Preston
Sturges screwball comedy from 1941 about a trio of
cardsharps who target the socially awkward heir to a
brewery fortune—until, of course, one of them falls in

love. 94 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Saturday 1/13 at
Guild Cinema)

Mary and the Witch’s Flower
This anime feature directed by Hiromasa Yonebayashi (a
key animator on such Studio Ghibli classics as Spirited
Away, Princess Mononoke and Ponyo) is based on au-
thor Mary Stewart’s kids’ book The Little Broomstick. It
tells the story of a little girl name Mary who finds a mys-
terious flower that grants her the power to become a
witch—but only for one night. In Japanese with English
subtitles. G. (Opens Thursday 1/18 at Century 14 Down-
town, Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Paddington 2
The computer-animated/live-action adaptation of
Michael Bond’s beloved children’s books returns for a se-
quel. This time around, the kindly young bear (voiced by
Ben Whishaw) takes on a series of jobs in order to earn
money to buy a present for his Aunt Lucy’s 100th birth-
day. PG. (Opens Thursday 1/11 at Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX)

The Post
Steven Spielberg directs Meryl Streep and Tom Hanks in
this incredibly timely (if a bit self-congratulatory) drama
about journalists at the Washington Post and the New
York Times struggling with the decision to publish the
Pentagon Papers, detailing the controversial involvement
of the United States government in the Vietnam War. It’s
a pressure cooker of a literary thriller about hard journal-
ism and value of the Fourth Estate in a democratic soci-
ety that still imagines itself a Capra-esque game
changer. 115 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Thursday 1/11 at
Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brew-
house, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, High Ridge)

Proud Mary
Taraji P. Henson stars in this blaxploitation-esque action
thriller as a hitwoman (the kind with a crazy selection of
wigs and a giant closet full of neatly organized guns)
working for an organized crime family in Boston. As is
usually the case with this kind of thing, she crosses
paths with an innocent kid, awakening her maternal in-
stincts and causing her to turn against her criminal em-
ployers. R. (Opens Friday 1/12 at Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

She’s All That
Late ’90s teens might remember this Freddie Prinze
Jr./Rachel Leigh Cook rom-com about a high school jock

who confronts his family’s ancestral ban on music by en-
tering the Land of the Dead to work out the mystery. Gael
García Bernal, Benjamin Bratt, Alfonso Arau, Edward
James Olmos and Gabriel Iglesias are among the voice
talent. PG. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Icon Cin-
emas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, AMC
Albuquerque 12, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16)

Darkest Hour
Gary Oldman transforms himself for this historical biopic
about British Prime Minister Winston Churchill. The film—
directed by Joe Wright (Atonement, Pride & Prejudice,
Anna Karenina)—covers much the same early World War
II time period as Christopher Nolan’s Dunkirk. Despite its
wartime setting, the film is really a testament to the
power of words and the ability of great speakers (not to
mention great actors) to inspire others. 125 minutes. PG-
13. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, High Ridge, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema)

The Disaster Artist
James Franco directs and stars in this biographical com-
edy about Tommy Wiseau, the inscrutable (and question-
ably talented) writer-director behind “the Citizen Kane of
bad movies,” 2003’s ridiculous cult hit The Room.
Franco’s baby bro Dave Franco co-stars as Greg Sestero,
the lousy but determined San Francisco actor who be-
friends Wiseau. After a move to Los Angeles in search of
fame and fortune proves fruitless, the two deluded
dreamers talk each other into making their own inde-
pendent film. Aside from Franco’s hilariously deadpan
imitation of the oddball Wiseau, the film features a sur-
prisingly affecting depiction of the allure that Hollywood
holds and the lengths some people will go to achieve it.
Reviewed in v26 i49. 103 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Downsizing
Alexander Payne (Election, Sideways, Nebraska, The De-
scendents) steps out of his comfort zone to write and di-
rect this Charlie Kaufman-esque sci-fi satire about an
economically depressed near-future world in which peo-
ple (Matt Damon and Kristen Wiig, in this case) volunteer
to be shrunk down to mere inches to increase their per-
sonal wealth. Naturally, things don’t work out for our pro-
tagonists quite the way they expected, forcing them to
reevaluate their (tiny) lives. 135 minutes. R. (Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

Ferdinand
John Cena, Kate McKinnon, Bobby Cannavale, Gina Ro-
driquez and Peyton Manning provide the voices for this
CGI toon about a kindhearted, flower-sniffing bull, who is
mistaken for a dangerous beast and taken from his idyllic
home. Based on the popular 1936 picture book by
Munro Leaf and Robert Lawson. 106 minutes. PG. (Cen-
tury Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cin-

Proud Mary
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Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058

fan of Pentatonix, “Glee” and “American Idol,” and can’t
get enough a cappella mashups of Britney Spears songs,
this musical comedy is aimed squarely at you. 93 min-
utes. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC
Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

The Shape of Water
Mexican horror auteur Guillermo del Toro (Cronos, The
Devil’s Backbone, Hellboy, Pan’s Labyrinth) co-writes and
directs this loving update of postwar monster movies.
Sally Hawkins (Happy-Go-Lucky) stars as a mute clean-
ing woman working in a top-secret government lab, circa
1962. There, she meets a similarly voiceless amphibian
man (played by famed man-in-a-rubber-suit actor Doug
Jones). She befriends him, tries to free him and eventu-
ally falls in love with him. This adult-oriented, mid-century
modern fairy tale about love and xenophobia is gor-
geous, timely and filled with humid sexuality. Reviewed in
v26 i51. 123 minutes. R. (Century 14 Downtown, Cen-
tury Rio, High Ridge, AMC Albuquerque 12)

Star Wars: The Last Jedi
Writer-director Rian Johnson (of cult hits Brick, The Broth-
ers Bloom and Looper) takes over the reins for this fol-
low-up to J.J. Abrams’ energetic-but-hidebound 2015 film
Star Wars: The Force Awakens. Now that the setup is out
of the way, “Force sensitive” young warrior Rey (Daisy Rid-
ley) has hunted down Luke Skywalker (Mark Hamill) and
is looking for a little training. But is the now-cynical Jedi
willing to accept a disciple? And will Rey stick around or
run off just like Luke did, looking for revenge against
emotionally unstable villain Kylo Ren (Adam Driver)? This
epic, unexpected outing heads in directions few fans saw
coming—leaving some to grouse and others to rejoice.
Frankly, its break with tradition along with its mixture of
sharp character drama and outsized action makes it this
a Star Wars for the new millennium. 152 minutes. PG-
13. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX
& RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Thor: Ragnarok
Trapped in an otherworldly gladiatorial contest, the Asgar-
dian God of Thunder Thor (Chris Hemsworth) teams up
with his angry pal the Hulk (Mark Ruffalo) to prevent the
all-powerful Goddess of Death Hela (Cate Blanchett)

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
JAN. 26 AND 27 • 10:30PM

DOORPRIZES COURTESY

OF BUBONICON 

Midnig
ht

Movie
Madnes

s
PRESENTS

emas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

The Greatest Showman
Hugh Jackman, Michelle Williams, Zac Efron and Zendaya
(Disney Channel fans, rejoice) star in this musical biopic
about pioneering circus entrepreneur P.T. Barnum. Oddly
enough, this one’s not based on a stage musical, but
features an original script by Jenny Bicks (“Men in Trees”)
and Joe Condon (Chicago). 105 minutes. PG. (Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Insidious: The Last Key
It’s a general rule of thumb: Beware any horror movie
with the words “Last” or “Final” in the title. They’re proba-
bly lying. In any case, here’s the fourth film in the ghostly
Insidious franchise. Chronologically speaking, this one
takes place after Insidious 3, but before Insidious and In-
sidious 2. It concentrates on demonologist Elise Rainier
(cult actress Lin Shaye) as she goes to New Mexico to in-
vestigate the haunted house she grew up in. 103 min-
utes. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Flix
Brewhouse, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle
Only grown-up hipster nerds play board games now, so
this belated sequel to 1995’s Jumanji finds a bunch of
teens discovering an ancient, mystical video game ver-
sion of Jumanji. Naturally, they try it out and get trans-
ported inside the game itself. The joke this time around is
that they end up in the “bodies” of some stereotypical
video game avatars (played by Dwayne Johnson, Kevin
Hart, Jack Black and Karen Gillan) and must use their
three allotted lives to escape. 119 minutes. PG-13. (Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Justice League
Batman, Wonder Woman, The Flash, Aquaman, Cyborg
(and maybe a certain big blue Boy Scout) join forces to
fight off an apocalyptic alien invasion. It’s another incre-
mental improvement in the DC/Warner Bros. brand, but
it’s punishingly frenetic, the CGI is on overload and every-
body looks like an overdesigned basketball shoe. (This
last one is particularly annoying in the wake of Thor: Ra-
ganrok, which embraced the hell out of legendary artist
Jack Kirby’s visual style. Justice League borrows a lot of
Kirby characters and storylines, but none of his trade-
mark look.) 121 minutes. PG-13. (Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Lady Bird
Writer/actress Greta Gerwig (Greenberg, Mistress Amer-
ica, Francis Ha) turns director for this witty, well-observed
coming-of-age drama. Saoirse Ronan (Hanna, Brooklyn)
stars a Northern California girl stuck in Catholic school
and applying to a bunch of East Coast colleges in hopes
of escaping her overbearing, hypercritical mother (Laurie
Metcalf, employing her sitcom skills to great effect). Re-
viewed in v26 i47. 93 minutes. R. (High Ridge, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16, Century 14 Downtown, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema)

Molly’s Game
Jessica Chastain (Zero Dark Thirty, Interstellar) stars in
this based-on-a-true-story gambling drama from noted
writer-director Aaron Sorkin (“Sports Night,” “The West
Wing,” “The Newsroom”). Chastain tackles the role of
Molly Bloom, an Olympic-class skier who runs the world’s
most exclusive high-stakes poker game and becomes the
target of an FBI investigation. Idris Elba, Kevin Costner
and Michael Cera costar. 140 minutes. R. (Century Rio,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Century 14 Down-
town)

Murder On the Orient Express
Kenneth Branagh directs this classy, rather traditional
take on Agatha Christie’s oft-filmed murder mystery. Most
of the whodunit fun is in watching the crowded A-list
cast—which includes Penélope Cruz, Josh Gad, Johnny
Depp, Daisy Ridley, Derek Jacobi, Michelle Pfeiffer, Judi
Dench and Willem Dafoe. 114 minutes. PG-13. (Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Pitch Perfect 3
It feels like they made 10 of these films already, despite
the fact that this is only the third in the series. Anna
Kendrick, Hailee Steinfeld, Brittany Snow and Rebel Wil-
son return as the now-former members of a college a
cappella chorus who reunite to go on a USO tour (which
is also a competition, because everything has to be a
singing competition these days). If you’re some insane

from destroying the Asgardian civilization. New Zealander
Taika Waititi (What We Do in the Shadows) directs this
high-energy action comedy with a breezy sense of fun.
PG-13. (Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri
Martin McDonagh (who gave us the fine In Bruges) writes
and directs this brilliant, bitter crime dramedy. Frances
McDormand guarantees herself an Oscar nomination as
Mildred, a permanently angry divorcée whose teenage
daughter was raped and murdered. With no progress on
the case in the last seven months, mom erects three bill-
boards castigating the popular local police chief (Woody
Harrelson) for his inaction. This sets off a chain of ugly
repercussions in their tiny community. There are bursts of
fine character-based humor (particularly from Sam Rock-
well as a dimwitted police officer), but the overarching
tone is one of ordinary, well-meaning people trying to do
the right thing but ending up doing the exact wrong thing.
Reviewed in v26 i48. 115 minutes. R. (High Ridge, Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Wonder
Ever wonder what the kid from Mask was like in elemen-
tary school? That’s pretty much the premise of this heart-
warming drama about a fifth grader (Room’s Jacob
Tremblay) with facial deformities who goes to a main-
stream elementary school for the first time and struggles
for acceptance. Fortunately, he’s got a tough and loving
mom (Julia Roberts) at his side. Based on the bestselling
novel by R.J. Palacio. 113 minutes. PG. (Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

SECOND RUN

A Bad Moms Christmas
In this sequel to the raunchy 2016 hit, overworked,
under-appreciated Mila Kunis, Katheryn Hahn and Kris-
ten Bell are back and being visited by their overbearing
mothers (Susan Sarandon, Christine Baranski and Cheryl
Hines) for the holidays. R. (Movies 8)

Blade Runner 2049
A young LAPD replicant hunter (Ryan Gosling) gets
caught in a cover-up when he discovers a long-buried se-
cret involving legendary blade runner Rick Deckard (Har-
rison Ford), who has been missing for more than three
decades. This gorgeous sci-fi rumination is long, slow and
very moody—but it dovetails perfectly with the original.
163 minutes. R. (Movies 8)

Geostorm
Seems that, in the near future, mankind has developed a
series of satellites that can control the weather. But when
the tech gets hacked (unleashing tsunamis, tornados,
hurricanes, earthquakes, you name it), it’s up to super-
genius Gerard Butler to save the Earth. 109 minutes. PG-
13. (Movies 8)

Jigsaw
It’s been 10 years since inventive serial killer Jigsaw died,
and police are looking into a killer using suspiciously
similar Rube Goldberg-esque contraptions to murder
people. The fifth film in the Saw series. 91 minutes. R.
(Movies 8)

Marshall
Chadwick Boseman (42, Get On Up, Captain America:
Civil War) stars in this biopic about Thurgood Marshall,
the first African-American Supreme Court Justice. 118
minutes. PG-13. (AMC Albuquerque 12)

The Mountain Between Us
In this romantic adventure, Idris Elba and Kate Winslet
star as mismatched strangers who survive a plane crash
and must form a connection to survive an extreme trek
over a remote, snow-covered mountain. 103 minutes.
PG-13. (Movies 8)

Only the Brave
Based on the true, tragic story of the Granite Mountain
Hotshots, this tough-as-nails tearjerker looks into the
lives and motivations of a group of wildfire fighters in
rural Arizona. Reviewed in v26 i42. 133 minutes. PG-13.
(Movies 8)

The Star
A small but brave donkey convinces a bunch of wacky,
wisecracking animal pals to defy King Herod and go in
search of the Star of Bethlehem. Yup, its a CGI cartoon
retelling of the birth of Baby Jesus—from the perspective
of all those animals you jam in the back of the Christmas
creche. 86 minutes. PG. (Movies 8)
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Future is Now
Maple Street makes music matter

BY AUGUST MARCH

A
lbuquerque has a history of encouraging
and supporting local recording studios.
That support helped propel Burque’s music

scene to a consistent level of excellence that
remains unmatched, even in bigger cities like
Denver and Phoenix. From Dick Stewart’s
Lance Records in the ’60s to engineer John
Cline’s association with formative Burque rock
acts like the Planets in the ’70s through
Manny Rettinger’s UBIK sound in the ’80s and
Alan Deem’s/Keith Herrera’s ’90s music
behemoth, Resin Records, local recording
studios and record labels have provided the
imagination and the gear necessary to drive
the local scene through some totally awesome
sonic scenery.
Though that’s in the past, the future looks

pretty damn solid too. Among the standard-
bearers of our town’s latest generation of sonic
seers, the dudes at Maple Street Records are
impressive because of their commitment to
making Burque an all together amazing place
to listen, rock out or groove to the beauty and
majesty that comes out of the hearts of local
artists.
Maple Street Records is Manu Sandoval,

Zach Spalsbury and Drew Mitchell. Together,
these enlightened, hard-working millenials are
toiling day and night to make sure that the
legacy of Albuquerque’s storied music scene
continues and is augmented by what comes
next.
Last week, the trio behind the consoles at

Maple Street stopped by Alibi HQ for a chat.
Through an hour filled with too much coffee
and a lot of obscure studio-terminology banter,
the three young men made clear their plan to
make Burque a top destination for music lovers
while also bringing some of it’s most
innovative players and composers to audiences
around the Duke City.

Weekly Alibi: How about a brief
introduction for Alibi readers?
Manu Sandoval: We are a record label and
recording studio that is actively working to
make Albuquerque a top destination for music
lovers. We do that by working with up-and-
coming artists that we think deserve to be
heard.

Were you involved with that city
government initiative, during Berry’s term,
to increase our town’s musical notoriety?
Zach Spalsbury: Indeed, we were very excited
to see that he (former Mayor Berry) was kinda
on-board with what we were seeking for the
city, also, but it didn’t really get past the
planning stages.

I think Mayor Keller is going to be a lot
more accessible when it concerns arts in the
city. I’ll hook you up with some phone

numbers … they’re [the Keller
administration] much more amenable to new
ideas it seems; speaking of new ideas, what
do you all have in your bag, Burque-wise?
Manu: This is what we’re bringing to the table:
We are proposing a new version of what a
record label is, what a studio can do for artists.
That involves a lot of collaboration, bringing
people in from all sorts of different genres to
make music in a central location that’s
supportive, comfortable and technically
capable.

So that sort of follows my line of thought
lately; the studio scene here in Burque seems
to be more vibrant, more productive than the
live music scene. Does that make sense to
you all?
Drew Mitchell: Well, we do the Wednesday
night hip-hop shows at Burt’s [Tiki Lounge]
and that’s been going pretty good. I think, like
Zach implied earlier, audiences are just waiting
for artists to bring the energy they have in the
studio out to local venues.

Do you think Albuqueruque audiences are
burnt out on rock music?
Zach: It’s the reggae, man.
Drew: With the upcoming hip-hop scene, it

kinda feels like thus far people in Albuquerque
are taking hip-hop as seriously as we’re taking
it … in that sense we’re trying to push forward,
trying to redefine what music in Burque is.
Manu: Maybe hip-hop is the most obvious

influence with [young] musicians in Burque
these days, but like Drew mentioned, you can’t
forget about reggae [and roots music] that’s
huge in this city and with us.

SONIC REDUCER
BYAUGUST MARCH

Self Reflecting Pattern
SRP_EP
(Self-Released)

The progenitors of IDM,
particularly the
anonymous Albuquerque
collective Self Reflecting
Pattern, would like you to
believe that the best place
to groove through their
flavor of popular music is whilst confined to a
dance hall filled with beautiful bodies in motion,
reverberating rhythms, lights that coax infinity out
of a halogen bulb. Really this sort of tuneage
works best on the brains of homo sapiens
whenever kinetics of any sort are involved.
Driving anywhere, having sex in urban settings
and traveling through crowded airports or market-
places are examples of instances when SRP’s
initial, sorta eponymous recording should be
played for full effect. This album is full of spicy,
well-executed drum-machine management. The
influence of Japanese IDM makes me think this is
probably the album that Deckard is always
playing whilst driving around replicant-ville in his
flying car. Just try to pass the void/comp test after
listening to “Mouse Bite.” I dare you.

ViLLSVIN
Webdriver Torso
(Self-Released)

As we approach the third
decade of the 21st
century the thing called
art school hip-hop
approaches, blazing a trail
of musical glory that may damn well leap past
rocanrol excursions into the avant-garde.
Worldwide, even the significance of Radiohead
may be altered by hip-hop nation’s incursion into
these loftier arenas of expression. Of course
we’ve got that same sorta thing going on in
Burque, a huge new crop of hip-hop artists are
burning down the interwebz with their trippy,
informed and altogether maximalist
expressionism. ViLLSVIN’s third record, released
just before 2018 came in to fashion, is called
Webdriver Torsoand my, oh my is it rich. Creamy-
smooth sample integration and daring rhythmic
choices add to this instrumental work and give it a
long half-life, listening-wise. Despite the youthful,
derivative flourishes, this is a fine recording with
20 tracks. My favorites: “Hentai Chakra—A Black
Hole Shitting Into the Void,” “Nervoso” and
“Infinite Abyss.”

Laputa
EP
(Self-Released)

When I hear that a band
self-categorizes as “math
rock,” I dig my Rush
Comparison Guide out of
the snow and begin a
critical inquiry. When the
band in question adds tags
like emo and melodic-post-
hardcore to the list of things they tell me that they
are, then I sorta freak, get agitated, stop what I’m
doing and put on some Jandek to sort my head
out. Then I get back to work. In this case that
entailed listening to the new EP by Albuquerque
rockers Laputa. There are three tracks on this
untitled work; guitar playing, limpid in tone, swirls
around sad, wistful, autumnal vocals. The drums
dance through a mostly subdued but sometimes
overwhelmed-by-the-world tone. It’s a weary but
wondrous first go, with quirky song-writing, y
todoThe final track, “Tempest” nails it; this ain’t
math or emo; it’s new and it’s from Burque. a

What sorts of influences are you all bringing
into the game?
Manu: I grew up listening to a lot of classical
music; also Christian pop. That combination
was definitely a trigger for me to go exploring.
Drew: I was always way into my dad’s

records, the records he’d play for me. A lot of
soul, R&B from the ’90s. I started playing
guitar when I was 12.
Zach: I grew up listening to ’70s rock, and

then old country from the ’50s and ’60s. I got
into hip-hop through Wu-Tang Clan.

That seems to be the story of American
suburban youth in the ’90s … how do those
various influences work through your
current project?
Zach: Once we got together and started
making music, it worked really well, the
blending, the diversity and differences. We
began to wonder if we could affect the same
sort of success in other musicians too; we were
really excited about what we were doing and
wanted to spread that process, so to speak.
Manu: We’re really excited about our new

EP, Please + Volume Two, but are just as excited
about the other artists were working with in
the studio. One that stands out lately is Valerie
Clougherty, a singer-songwriter that came to
us from UNM; it’s been really cool to see her
work develop in the studio sessions we’ve had
together. It’s really awesome to facilitate
creative growth among the young artists in
this town, to have that be your mission. a

Maple Street Records

maplestreetrecords.com

Manu Sandoval, Drew Mitchell and Zach Spalsbury ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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FRI
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SUN
2.25

MON
2.5

Company of Thieves

Broadside  Picturesque

SAT

1.27

SAT
2.10

Josh Ward

Aaron Watson

Through The Roots  Pacific Dub

WED
2.14

The Original Wailers  The Expanders

Corrosion of Conformity  Eyehategod

Every Time I Die
Chelsea Grin * Ice Nine Kills

TUE
2.27

THU
3.1 blessthefall  Fire From The Gods 

Cane Hill   MSCW

Joyner Lucas
Dizzy Wright

MON
3.5

Black Map  Palaye Royale

Wednesday JAN 10 8:00pm Doors

Thursday JAN 11 8:00pm Doors

Saturday JAN 13 8:00pm Doors

Sunday JAN 14 8:00pm Doors

Friday JAN 12 8:00pm Doors

Wednesday JAN 17 8:00pm Doors

Thursday JAN 18 8:00pm Doors

TATANKA & E.N YOUNG
REVIVA  POSITRAX

WALLS WITHIN
SORRY GUERO!  FEUD OF TEMPTATION 

DARKEN THE DAY

SINGLES NIGHT
DJ WAE FONKY

THE RIDDIMS BURQUE SOL  SHARK SUIT

QWEL (OF TYPICAL CATS)

DEFINITION RARE  WAE FONKEY
 DJ AIGHT  SHAWN KEYS & GEOFF GREY

DIRT VILLINS  SUMMON

SET IT OFF
CALL IT QUITS!  SLEEPY HERO

ACCEPTABLE LOSSES

Friday JAN 19 8:00pm Doors

AN EVENING WITH

PHERKAD

AMPED OWL VIDEO SHOOT

THURSDAY JAN 11
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOMAustin Van • country •
6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE The Lonn Calanca Band • rock • 6pm •
FREE

LAUNCHPAD DJ Wae Fonkey • hip-hop, R&B • 8pm

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Keith Sanchez •
rock, blues, singer-songwriter • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

NICK & JIMMY’S Sina Soul Queen • jazz, R&B, soul, broadway,
contemporary, pop • 5:30pm • ALL-AGES! • Karaoke with Sina
Soul • 8pm • FREE • 13+

POSH NIGHTCLUB DJ Ohm • hip-hop, EDM, hardstyle • 10pm •
21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Seth Hoffman • folk, acoustic,
singer-songwriter • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Mike Linden Duo • variety •
6pm

SISTER LowLife Vids ’n’ Vinyl • variety • DJ Caterwaul • DJ
Sleepdepth • 9pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK RJ Perez • funk, blues • 8pm •
FREE • 21+

WINNING COFFEE CO. Above-Average Songwriter Open Mic •
7pm • FREE • 13+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO The Cumberlands • folk rock • 8:30pm •
FREE • 21+

FRIDAY JAN 12
THE BARLEY ROOM Big K • R&B, blues • Blue Train • 8pm

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Spiral Pilots •
variety • 8:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE COUNTY LINE BBQ Los Radiators • acoustic folk, rock, blues •
Bonita • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

ISLETA RESORT & CASINO Tribute to Selena • Tex-Mex • 8pm •
$10-$25

LAUNCHPADWalls Within • metal • Sorry Guero! • American death
groove • Feud of Temptation • Darken the Day • heavy metal • 8pm •
$5 • 21+

THE LIBRARY BAR AND GRILL Brain Gang Trivia • 8pm • FREE •
18+

MARBLE BREWERY HEIGHTS TAP ROOM Quietly Kept • pop,
rock • 7pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY WESTSIDE TAP ROOM Los Unusual
Suspects • blues, jazz, soul • 8pm • FREE • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Morose • metal • Call It Quits! • easycore •
Dakota Ave • Decent Exposure • variety • Go Out in Style • Voodoo
Kid • 7pm • ALL-AGES!

NICK & JIMMY’S Sina Soul Queen • jazz, R&B, soul, broadway,
contemporary, pop • 6pm • ALL-AGES! • Karaoke with Sina Soul •
9pm • FREE • 13+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Squash Blossom Boys • blue-
grass, Americana • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Zone Out • Another DJ Night • variety • 9pm • FREE • 21+

YANNI’S AND LEMONI BAR AND GRILL Alpha Blue Trio • rock,
country, blues • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

SATURDAY JAN 13
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM The Woodpeckers •
blues, reggae, rock • 5:30pm • Fair Trade Fusion • classic rock •
8:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DESERT VALLEY BREWING Keith Sanchez • rock, blues, singer-
songwriter • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Daniel Solis • solo acoustic country • 9pm • $5 •
21+

LAUNCHPAD The Riddims • roots, rock, reggae • 9pm

MARBLE BREWERY HEIGHTS TAP ROOM Tony Orant • jazz, rock,
soul • 7pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY WESTSIDE TAP ROOM Russell James Pyle •
folk, singer-songwriter • 8pm • FREE • 21+

Calendar |MusiC

MUSIC

CALENDAR

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Atoll • Diminished Existence • Defleshment •
deathcore • 7pm • 21+

NICK & JIMMY’S Sina Soul Queen • jazz, R&B, soul, broadway,
contemporary, pop • 6pm • ALL-AGES! • Karaoke with Sina Soul •
9pm • FREE • 13+

PONDEROSA BREWING COMPANY Last Call • swing, jazz, soul,
blues, R&B • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Nathan Fox • indie, singer-
songwriter, blues • 8pm • FREE • 21+

ROUTE 66 CASINO HOTEL, I-40 exit 140 Space Oddity • David
Bowie tribute, rock • 8pm • $22 • See Event Horizon

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Bardo • classical guitar • 6pm

SISTER DJ Shakedown • hip-hop • 9:30pm • FREE

STONE FACE TAVERN Odd Dog • classic rock • 8:30pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Seth Hoffman • folk, acoustic •
7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING TAPROOM Michael Anthony Giudicissi •
singer, variety • 5pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK String Dinner • folk, rock, blue-
grass, funk, Americana • 8pm • FREE • 21+

YANNI’S AND LEMONI BAR AND GRILL Dustdevils • Americana,
Southern rock, new wave, punk • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO The Bus Tapes • funk, rock, country,
folk, jazz • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

SUNDAY JAN 14
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Nathan Fox • indie, singer-songwriter,
blues • 4pm • FREE

LAUNCHPAD Qwel • Definition Rare • rap • DJ Wae Fonkey • hip-
hop, R&B • DJ Aight • Shawn Keys and Geoff Grey • Dirt Villins •
Summon • trip-hop • 8pm • $10 • 21+

SISTER Moonstone Vintage Lifestyle Pop-Up Shop • DJ Mello •
4pm

MONDAY JAN 15
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Tylor and Emily •
variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN TAPROOM Brain Gang Trivia • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Open Mic Jam Night with Dave and
Friends • 7pm

TRACTOR BREWING TAPROOM Old-Time Jam Circle • 7:30pm •
FREE • 21+

TUESDAY JAN 16
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Open Mic with
Rob Roman • variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DRAFTY KILT BREWING COMPANY Geeks Who Drink • trivia •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

HOOTERS RESTAURANT Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Fossil Youth • punk • Born Without Bones •
Right On Kid! • Witless • 8pm • $7

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

WEDNESDAY JAN 17
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio RanchoMusic with Mike •
variety • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DRAFTY KILT BREWING COMPANY X-ile Open Mic and Acoustic
Jam • Next 2 the Tracks • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Set It Off • Call It Quits! • easycore • Sleepy Hero •
Acceptable Losses • rock, folk, indie • 8pm • 13+

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Schumann & Kinabrew • acoustic rock •
6pm • FREE • 21+

POSH NIGHTCLUB Electric Wednesday • 10pm • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Geeks Who Drink • trivia • 1pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING TAPROOMWriting Wednesday • 5pm • Sloan
Armitage • acoustic, singer-songwriter, indie • 8:30pm • FREE •
21+
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straigHt dope | advice from tHe abyss  by cecil adams

How credible are the new
blood-pressure guidelines?

Recently it was announced that

medical experts had lowered the

numbers of what acceptable blood

pressures are, so now nearly half of all

adults are considered to have high

blood pressure. Is this a drug-company

ploy to get even more people on

medications? 

—Pressured in Michigan

Funny, isn’t it? What with the fast food, the

sedentary lifestyles and the increasingly hair-raising

national politics, we Americans shouldn’t really need

help getting diagnosed with high blood pressure—

doing just fine, thanks. Yet along come these goalpost-

moving guidelines: where previously hypertension

meant 140 over 90 and up, the new threshold is

130/80—meaning that, yep, quite literally overnight, a

full 46 percent of Americans now have HBP.

The change came via a report in November from

the American Heart Association and the American

College of Cardiology, part of a regular, federally

sanctioned process to guide medical practices across

the country. Redefining a worrisome medical condition

to include 14 percent more patients sounds drastic,

but how big a deal is it really? I’d submit to you that

what we’re looking at is a little more nuanced than the

breathless news coverage would suggest—though

you’re certainly not wrong, Pressured, to cast a

skeptical eye.

The shady stuff we’ll get to in a minute, but first

the official line on the matter—why, in theory at least,

the new guidelines aren’t simply a big drug company

ploy. According to defenders, the idea isn’t to get more

folks on medication but to keep more folks off it, by

motivating them into blood-pressure-lowering

lifestyle changes before meds become necessary.

Anyway, hypertension drugs work best on those with

systolic blood pressures of 140 and above, so the

newly designated HBP sufferers, the 130-to-139

crowd, aren’t even the target market; according to one

estimate, the new numbers will mean only a 1.9

percent increase nationwide in the prescription of

blood-pressure meds. (Which admittedly shakes out to

about 4 million people—not nothing.) So the half-the-

country’s-got-HBP framing is maybe a little

hyperbolic—one could reasonably argue the AHA et al

just want to get you to quit smoking, while it’s the

headline writers who are trying to give you a heart

attack.

If the guidelines are broadly unobjectionable, you

honestly can’t say the same about the medico-

corporate milieu whence they emerged, which has

taken deserved heat. The last time blood-pressure

guidelines underwent major revision, back in 2003,

the change prompted a Seattle Times investigation

focusing on the links between the new rules and the

pharmaceutical companies uncomfortably close to

their creation. The 2003 report created a new

condition called “prehypertension” (eliminated in the

2017 update), it recommended the wider use of

hypertension drugs—and, conveniently enough, 9 of

the 11 authors of the report, the Times found, had ties

to Big Pharma.

That’s a conflict of interest basically baked into

this particular system. Groups like the American Heart

Organization and the American Cancer Society are

what’s called patient advocacy organizations, or

PAOs, and over time have come to be heavy hitters

on the American medical scene: authoring guidelines,

influencing policy and regulatory decisions,

sponsoring research, etc. Who can disagree with

patient advocacy? Unfortunately, that kind of work

ain’t cheap, and many PAOs receive substantial

funding from for-profit companies, including pharma

manufacturers and medical-device makers.

A 2017 sample of PAOs found that 67 percent

received at least some cash from for-profit

companies, and 12 percent got more than half their

budget that way. This study was part of a series of

JAMA Internal Medicine articles on the growing

problem of industry influence on things like medical

guidelines; it was noted elsewhere, for instance, that

the industry-funded National Osteoporosis

Foundation “continues to promote the idea of a

widespread ‘disease’” while “others point to concern

about the condition’s overdiagnosis and

overtreatment.”

The problem was described a bit more heatedly in

a 2009 article in the New York Review of Books by

Marcia Angell—longtime editor at a little pamphlet

out of the Northeast called the New England Journal

of Medicine—about the infiltration of industry money

into things like “expert panels” on health issues.

Angell cited as an example the National Cholesterol

Education Panel, which in 2004 recommended

lowering acceptable levels of “bad” cholesterol, and

eight of whose nine members proved to have financial

ties to cholesterol-drug makers. Angell’s conclusion?

“It is simply no longer possible to believe much of the

clinical research that is published, or to rely on the

judgment of trusted physicians or authoritative

medical guidelines.”

So there you have it. The specific guidelines

you’re asking about seem harmless enough,

Pressured—most of us, anyway, could stand to

exercise a little more. (We’ll note that one big doctors’

organization, the American Academy of Family

Physicians, decided not to endorse the new

hypertension guidelines—citing, among other issues,

potential conflicts of interest on the authors’ part.)

But going forward, you’d be wise to take this sort of

medical-pronouncement-from-on-high with a grain of

salt—or, depending on your dietary restrictions, the

low-sodium flavor enhancer of your choice.
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Baked goods | cannaBis ReVieW By Joshua Lee

My Boyfriend’s Back
Sessions just can’t help himself

T
he East Coast is being crushed by a blizzard

as I write this. Winter has arrived on the

back of 70 mph winds, bringing record

coastal flooding and piles of snow along for the

ride. Along the Eastern Seaboard, over 4,000

flights have been canceled and 2,000 delayed.

In Boston, a historically high tide has brought

frigid ocean water rolling through the streets. In

Florida, Iguanas are falling out of trees, frozen

solid by the arctic blast and piling up next to

the lawn chairs and swimming pools like

discarded lizard-sicles.
The sudden weirdness is caused, they

say, by a weather pattern known as a
“bomb cyclone.” It happens when a
mass of warm air meets a mass of cold
air, and the rotation of the earth causes
a cyclonic effect, causing barometric
pressure to drop and pushing cold air
into the country from the northeast. 

I can feel my staunchly guarded
agnosticism being tested as half the
nation is seemingly punished by the
hand of an angry and unreasonable god. Is
it a coincidence that the storm worked up
immediately after Attorney General Jeff
Sessions issued a memo about cannabis policy
for the Department of Justice? As a reporter, I
have to say that the facts just aren’t in, yet.

But I wouldn’t be surprised. Sessions’ memo
has shaken the entire American media
machine, it seems. Every outlet is currently
screaming and pulling out their hair over the
whole damn thing. My phone started ringing
Thursday morning and I was wading through
panicked voices wondering if the dispensaries
were going to be open Friday. 

Exactly the type of confusion that old codger
wanted, I’m sure. 

The memo doesn’t change any laws or alter
the federal legality of cannabis. What it does is
reverse a policy dictated by the Cole
Memorandum, a document drafted by former
Deputy Attorney General James Cole that
instructed federal prosecutors in states where
cannabis is legal to only intervene if the local
government failed to implement certain policies
like preventing distribution to minors, creating
laws that prevent driving while under cannabis’
influence, keeping cannabis from crossing into
states where it isn’t legal and other stipulations.

In a statement, the DOJ said the memo was
“announcing a return to the rule of law and the
rescission of previous guidance documents.” In
it, Sessions instructs prosecutors and law
enforcement officials to “follow the well-
established principles that govern all federal
prosecutions … These principles require federal
prosecutors deciding which cases to prosecute
to weigh all relevant considerations, including
federal law enforcement priorities set by the attorney
general, the seriousness of the crime, the
deterrent effect of criminal prosecution, and the
cumulative impact of particular crimes on the
community [italics mine].” 

In effect, this is untying the hands of federal
prosecutors and allowing them to begin

prosecuting cannabis cases in states where it’s
legal if they so choose. Does that mean they will?
Not necessarily, but if I was trying to open a
cannabis shop in California right now, I’d be
plenty nervous.

But—lucky for us—the memo has no effect
on New Mexico’s medical program, seeing as
how the Rohrabacher-Farr amendment still
blocks the DOJ from using any funds to go after
medical cannabis. The people who are actually
in trouble here are the citizens of states where
its been fully legalized for recreational use—like
Colorado, Washington and California. Now it
seems their freedom to enjoy the fruits of
democracy will hinge on a few prosecutors’
senses of social duty.

But the memo will most certainly have
some effect on our state. At the very
least, it sends the clear message that
Sessions is serious about keeping
recreational cannabis illegal, making

it that much harder to convince
anyone on the fence that New Mexico
should legalize this year. And the

constant reminders from the DOJ that we’re all
just a pen stroke away from serving prison
sentences isn’t helping the industry’s already
sketchy footing when it comes to attracting
investment and support.

What’s good about all this is the bipartisan
support for cannabis that’s been seen in
response to the news. Within hours, a whole
gang of potential Democratic nominees for the
next presidential election publicly blasted
Sessions for the move, as chronicled by The
Washington Post. And even leaders of the GOP,
possibly smelling the turn of public opinion,
have turned against him, pointing out that it’s
completely contrary to President Trump’s
supposed support of states’ rights—a political
talking point that carried serious weight for
Republicans during the 2016 election. 

And something to keep an eye on will be
the Trump administration’s reaction to this over
the coming weeks. It’s being said that taking
such drastic steps to counter popular opinion
could cost the next election for the GOP, and
in an interview with CNN, Rep. Dana
Rohrabacher said Trump was being “betrayed”
by Sessions. Compound that with recent calls
from prominent Republicans for Sessions to
resign over his mishandling of investigations
into Russian meddling in the 2016 election,
and we might not be hearing too much from
Sessions anymore. 

Soon, the Trump administration will start
claiming that Sessions is on a personal vendetta
against cannabis, and that it runs contrary to
Trump’s selfless efforts to protect states’ rights et
cetera, et cetera. And the end result: An entire
party scared shitless of working against
cannabis. I hope, I hope.

Personally: The whole shebang has left me
feeling particularly wounded, since I promised
myself I’d stop talking about the little gremlin
so much. My wife has taken to calling him my
“boyfriend,” and it irks me something fierce. a (505) 338-0248
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Free Will Astrology | Horoscopes by rob brezsny

ARIES (March 21-April 19): I’m happy to inform you
that life is giving you permission to be extra demanding
in the coming weeks—as long as you’re not petty,
brusque or unreasonable. Here are a few examples that
will pass the test: “I demand that you join me in getting
drunk on the truth;” “I demand to receive rewards
commensurate with my contributions;” “I demand that
we collaborate to outsmart and escape the karmic
conundrums we’ve gotten ourselves mixed up in.” On
the other hand, Aries, ultimatums like these are not
admissible: “I demand treasure and tribute, you fools;” “I
demand the right to cheat in order to get my way;” “I
demand that the river flow backwards.”

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Are you familiar with
the phrase “Open Sesame”? In the old folk tale, “Ali
Baba and the Forty Thieves,” it’s a magical command
that the hero uses to open a blocked cave where
treasure is hidden. I invite you to try it out. It just may
work to give you entrance to an off-limits or previously
inaccessible place where you want and need to go. At
the very least, speaking those words will put you in a
playful, experimental frame of mind as you contemplate
the strategies you could use to gain entrance. And that
alone may provide just the leverage you need.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): While thumping around
the internet, I came across pointed counsel from an
anonymous source. “Don’t enter into a long-term
connection with someone until you’ve seen them stuck
in traffic,” it declared. “Don’t get too deeply involved
with them until you’ve witnessed them drunk, waiting
for food in a restaurant for entirely too long, or
searching for their phone or car keys in a panic. Before
you say yes to a deeper bond, make sure you see them
angry, stressed or scared.” I recommend that you take
this advice in the coming weeks. It’ll be a good time to
deepen your commitment to people who express their
challenging emotions in non-abusive, non-psychotic
ways.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): My high school history
teacher Marjorie Margolies is now Chelsea Clinton’s
mother-in law. She shares two grandchildren with
Hillary Clinton. Is that something I should brag about?
Does it add to my cachet or my happiness? Will it
influence you to love me more? No, nah and nope. In the
big scheme of things, it’s mildly interesting but utterly
irrelevant. The coming weeks will be a good time for
Cancerians like you and me to renounce any desire we
might have to capitalize on fake ego points like this. We
Crabs should be honing our identity and self-image so
they’re free of superficial measures of worth. What’s
authentically valuable about you?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): If I were your mentor or your
guide, I’d declare this the Leo Makeover Season. First
I’d hire a masseuse or masseur to knead you firmly and
tenderly. I’d send you to the nutritionist, stylist, dream
interpreter, trainer and life coach. I’d brainstorm with
the people who know you best to come up with
suggestions for how to help free you from your illusions
and infuse your daily rhythm with 20 percent more
happiness. I’d try to talk you out of continuing your
association with anyone or anything that’s no damn
good for you. In conclusion, I’d be thorough as I worked
to get you unlocked, debugged and retooled.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “It takes an
extraordinary person to carry themselves as if they do
not live in hell,” says writer D. Bunyavong. In
accordance with the astrological omens, I nominate you
Virgos to fit that description in the coming weeks. You
are, in my estimation, as far away from hell as you’ve
been in a long time. If anyone can seduce, coax or
compel heaven to come all the way down to earth for a
while, it’s you. Here’s a good way to get the party
started: Gaze into the mirror until you spy the eternal
part of yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In accordance with the
astrological omens, I encourage you to move the
furniture around. If you feel inspired, you might even
want to move some of that old stuff right out the door
and haul it to the dump or the thrift store. Hopefully,
this will get you in the mood to launch a sweeping
purge of anything else that lowers the morale and élan

around the house: dusty mementoes, unflattering
mirrors, threadbare rugs, chipped dishes and numbing
symbols. The time is ripe, my dear homies, to free your
home of deadweight.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): When he was 16 years
old and living in New York, Ralph Lifshitz changed his
name to Ralph Lauren. That was probably an important
factor in his success. Would he have eventually become
a famous fashion designer worth $5.8 billion dollars if
he had retained a name with “shitz” in it? The
rebranding made it easier for clients and customers to
take him seriously. With Ralph’s foresight as your
inspiration, Scorpio, consider making a change in
yourself that will enhance your ability to get what you
want. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): In 1956, the
prolific Spanish poet Juan Ramón Jiménez was
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. The award
committee praised his “high spirit and artistic purity.”
The honor was based on his last 13 books, however, and
not on his first two. Waterlilies and Souls of Violetwere
works he wrote while young and still ripening. As he
aged, he grew so embarrassed by their sentimentality
that he ultimately tried to track down and eradicate
every copy. I bring this to your attention, Sagittarius,
because I think it’s a favorable time for you to purge or
renounce or atone for anything from your past that you
no longer want to be defined by.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Three centuries
ago, Capricorn genius Isaac Newton formulated
principles that have ever since been fundamental to
scientists’ understanding of the physical universe. He
was also a pioneer in mathematics, optics and
astronomy. And yet he also expended huge amounts of
time and energy on the fruitless attempt to employ
alchemy to transform base metals into solid gold. Those
efforts may have been interesting to him, but they
yielded no lasting benefits. You Capricorns face a
comparable split. In 2018, you could bless us with
extraordinary gifts or else you could get consumed in
projects that aren’t the most productive use of your
energy. The coming weeks may be crucial in
determining which way you’ll go.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): A rite of passage lies
ahead. It could and should usher you into a more soulful
way of living. I’m pleased to report that this transition
won’t require you to endure torment, confusion or
passive-aggressive manipulation. In fact, I suspect it
could turn out to be among the most graceful ordeals
you’ve ever experienced—and a prototype for the type
of breakthrough that I hope will become standard in the
months and years to come. Imagine being able to learn
valuable lessons and make crucial transitions without
the prod of woe and gloom. Imagine being able to say,
as musician P.J. Harvey said about herself, “When I’m
contented, I’m more open to receiving inspiration. I’m
most creative when I feel safe and happy.”

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): The Kalevala is a 19th-
century book of poetry that conveys the important
mythology and folklore of the Finnish people. It was a
wellspring of inspiration for English writer J. R. R.
Tolkien as he composed his epic fantasy novel The Lord
of the Rings. To enhance his ability to steal ideas from
The Kalevala, Tolkien even studied the Finnish
language. He said it was like “entering a complete wine-
cellar filled with bottles of an amazing wine of a kind
and flavor never tasted before.” According to my
reading of the astrological omens, Pisces, in 2018 you
will have the potential of discovering a source that’s as
rich for you as Finnish and The Kalevalawere for
Tolkien. a

HOMEWORK: I’VE GATHERED ALL OF THE LONG-TERM,
BIG-PICTURE HOROSCOPES I WROTE FOR YOU:

HTTP://BIT.LY/YOURGLORIOUSSTORY2018 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.

Medical Cannabis Services

New Patients
License Renewals
PTSD Evaluations

505-990-3978
Visit GreenviewNM.org for more information

3801 Atrisco Drive NW, Suite B, ABQ, NM, 87120
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la Huerta, has some seriously asymmetrical
knockers and that never stopped her from being
a smokin’ silver screen babe. She even shows
them off gloriously in the Jim Jarmusch flick The
Limits of Control. People with more obscure body
abnormalities sometimes resort to fetish sites. If
you’re missing a leg, someone out there is really
into that. Your garden-variety bodily variation
should not preclude you from dating and most
men really don’t care about that sort of thing.
This may not be the first pair of mismatched
titties your guy has seen. Crank some Chelsea
Wolf on the stereo and get down with your
primal, unique self!

Dear Nikki,

Why do men interrupt me all the time? I’m

fairly soft spoken but when I’m interrupted, I’ll

keep talking to try to finish what I’m saying,

maybe raise my voice a little, but I’ve noticed

mostly men keep talking, and talking louder

than me to say whatever they want to say.

Why???????

—Girl Interrupted

Dear Damsel in Suppress,
Not all men interrupt all women all the

time, so this is going on with you in particular for
some specific reason. It could be that the men
you choose to regularly converse with are ill-
mannered jackasses that don’t know when to
talk and when to shut up. Many people talk even
if they have nothing to say. If this seems to be the
case with most men, there must be something
about your demeanor, your conversational speed
or cadence, or simply the volume at which you
project when speaking. If you want to be heard,
it is important to look the person in the eye. It is
also important not to pause too long. You could
politely say that you’re finishing a thought or
that you’d like to choose the word, to indicate
that you are going to pause briefly. Sometimes
foreigners speak with different pause lengths
which can cause confusion as far as whose turn it
is to speak. If you are foreign or hanging out with
foreigners, this could be what’s happening. I get
the feeling that you might be a little more than
just soft-spoken, and may be subconsciously
changing your demeanor in the presence of men.
In addition to raising the volume, you may need
to annunciate a bit more, speak without smiling
or cocking your head, and make it very clear that
you expect to be heard. When all else fails, let
the male you’re talking to know that you’re not
finished. With a little charm, this can be done
without coming off as a total bitch. Conversely,
you could start walking around with a tiny
portable amp and a microphone. This will
definitely get any message across.

Got some hot probs? Send them to

herecomestrouble@alibi.com.

BY NIKKI KNOW-IT-ALL

Dear Nikki,

I have severely uneven boobs and a new

boyfriend. Do I tell him ahead of time or just

set them free and risk him running to the hills

when they lock eyes?

—One of these things is not like the other

Dear Hooters of the Damned,
I hope that was an intentional Iron Maiden

reference. If not, please brush up on your Maiden
knowledge by listening to their third studio
album Number of the Beast. Supposedly, breast
size asymmetry affects nearly half of all women at
one time or another, so don’t run off and join the
circus just yet. It happens often during puberty
and eventually corrects itself, more or less. It can
also be due to breast-feeding, or just the way God
made you. It sounds like yours is of the more
permanent variety and quite noticeable. I’d be
curious to know if you wear a “falsie” in one of
your bra cups, or have some way of making your
cans appear more even. I’d also be curious to
know if one jug is noticeably larger than the
other, or if your concern is more due to the fact
that they hang differently, or the nipples point in
different directions, like that lazy-eyed girl in 6th
grade who had an odd body odor and no friends.
Whatever the case, I think it’s best you give the
new dude the head’s up about your wonky tatas. I
once dated a guy missing a testicle, and he failed
to mention it. After a night of great sex, I said,
“Dude, what’s up with your balls?,” to which he
replied, “You mean, my ball?” Making that
strange discovery on my own took me out the
moment. Had he mentioned it prior, I would
have been prepared. I also made out with a man
once who had six nipples—yes, like a pig. I kid
you not! He told me prior, and it only made me
want to rip his shirt off and have a look for
myself. None of these variations on the norm has
any effect on one’s ability to be a dynamo in the
sack, and that’s what you should focus on. You
shouldn’t make a big deal about it. You can even
mention it jokingly, but do mention it. If you’ve
got a big tit and a small tit, that’s sort of the best
of both worlds right? The famous actress, Paz de
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I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where:  on 12/31/2017.

I SAW YOU AT DB
I saw you at Domingo Baca Community Center. You joined

our group; some having coffee after breakfast, some

socializing after a class. Your bright, striking eyes entrance.

I suspect that behind that noble brow is a large prefrontal

cortex complimenting a formidable third eye. You proposed

a notion about my motivation for breaking off our gaze in a

previous encounter. Something to the effect that I didn’t

cotton to your company. Quite the contrary— I just don’t

want to be so obvious about how your presence moves

me. Whenever a lady’s honor is in question, a gentlemen

exercises discretion. The others present also enjoy your

grace, and it’s better to deflect attention lest my affinity

rise to impropriety. When our eyes meet—- I know you

know. Take your measure.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Domingo Baca Community Center on 12/20/2017.

HOW DEEP IS YOUR LOVE?

I saw you at the 41 twin drive-in in Milwaukee. You were

swimming with only a t-shirt for a top- I exclaimed to my

Grandparents “I want to marry her!” I never saw you

again, though I’ve heard that soon after that night,

Newsweek declared you the “most beautiful actress of all

time” and many say you were the inspiration for wet t-

shirt contests. Congrats on winning France’s highest

honor, can I polish your medal sometime?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where:  on 6/17/1977.

HELLO! SHROOMS AND BEDROOM BED

SET
I was buying a bedset at Macy’s at Cornado Mall you rang

me up and said thanks for being patient and I said no

problem... Then you said you liked my shirt, what was on

my shirt? So I know it was you! You said it reminded you of

these fb videos of shrooms and stuff! You just laughed lol!

Legal Services

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY $200
STOP COLLECTION CALLS NOW
Uncontested divorce from
$199.00 Payment plans
available 505-688-0070

Home Services

GOT HEAT ? 7 Star Electric,
Plumbing & Heating Mike
Bell/Owner 505-332-8965
www.AlbuquerqueElectricians.net

Handyman Services

7 STAR ELECT-PLMB-HEAT-AC
We Do it all! 505.332.8965-
Mike Bell
www.AlbuquerqueElectricians.net

Photographic Services

GENERAL PHOTOGRAPHY
www.davidmartinezphotography.c
om

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Education/Instruction

VOLUNTEER WRITERS
WANTED! Have something on
your mind?Got a story?The
Duke City Times Is looking for
volunteer writers!For more
information Call 505-804-4774
or go to
www.DukeCityTimes.Com 

Announcements

JOHN V. KEMM
http://johnvkemm.com/

Studies

ABQ DRINQ STUDYWe are
seeking healthy individuals 22-
55 years of age who are
moderate to heavy drinkers for a
study of how alcohol use affects
brain functioning. The study
involves four visits at the Mind
Research Network over 18
months and each visit requires
up to 8 hours, which can be split
over multiple days. You will be
compensated at the rate of
$20/hour for your participation.
The Mind Research Network is
located on the North Campus of
University of New Mexico. If you
would like to be considered for
the study, please call 505-633-
4028 or email
abqdrinq@mrn.org. Please
mention âABQ DRINQ Studyâ. 

ADULTS (18+) WITH CHRONIC
PAIN NEEDED TO TEST A
SMARTPHONE APP. We are
seeking adults with chronic pain
& who own a Smartphone.

Participants can earn up to $75
for participation. The study
involves 3 visits to UNM (1 hr
each) over 2 months. For more
information, call 505-609-8078
or e-mail vowleslab@gmail.com.

w
STRESS & THE BRAIN
STUDY Seeking people 21-

50 yrs. old who have
experienced domestic violence,
rape, sexual assault, or severe
physical assault. Study involves
two appts. at UNM. Participants
receive financial compensation.
Visit http://bit.ly/2sP9KzP to
see if you qualify. Call 505-925-
2335 or email
casaastudy@gmail.com for more
info.

w
MRI STUDY 12-18 y.o. M/F
for brain study. $20 per

hour. 272-0769 (HRRC # 07-
272).

w
MRI STUDY 18-50 y.o. M/F
with history of mental illness

for brain study. $20 per hour.
948-3230 (HRRC # 13-637). 

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 258

Employment

Real Estate
Apartments for Rent

LOOK NO FURTHER! Now
Renting 1 & 2 BR and
Efficiency
Townhomes/Apartments in Nob
Hill, UNM and Downtown

areas.  See our website
at www.deaconpropertyservices.
com for more info and
photos! 505-878-0100.

Wellness

ASIAN MASSAGE Young,
female, Asian college student.
LMT available for massage
Monday-Friday 1130-7,
Saturday 9-7, Sunday off. Call
for appointment. 505-388-
3723.

Alternative Medicine

ENERGY MEDICINE I will try
help when western medicine
fails through Energy Medicine
techniques, Hypnosis, NLP, EFT
and more.Call Ivana or leave
message at 505-306-5979

w
REDUCE YOUR
DRINKING? New

treatment program for heavy
drinking using brain stimulation

Employment

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in
the Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660
ext. 221  today!

Opportunities

w
REDUCE YOUR DRINKING?
New Year’s resolution to

reduce your heavy drinking? New
non-medication based treatment
program for heavy drinking using
brain stimulation and mindfulness.

Body & Soul

You will be paid up to $400 for
up to 28 hours of your time. Call
505-750-0451 or email
abqresearch@unm.edu. .

WEEKLY ALIBI HAS OVER
175,000 READERS, every
generation, from the Baby
Busters to the Baby Boomers.
Distributed throughout Abq, Rio
Rancho, Corrales, East Mountain,

Bernalillo, Placitas, Santa Fe and
Los Lunas. The Alibi is available
at restaurants, grocery stores,
college campuses, select retailers
and various downtown locations.
Coverage includes politics,
humor, film, opinion, music, art
and the most comprehensive
entertainment guide in Nuevo
Mexico. ¡Arriba!

Rooms/Roommates

EUBANK/CANDELARIA
Seeking long term person to
share spacious 3BR home in
nice, quiet area. $350/mo +
1/3 utils, $250DD. No couples,
pets or kids 294-7209

Downtown

w
ROOM FOR RENT in
rooming house in Barelas.

Near downtown, on bus route.
8 furnished rooms share 2
bathrooms and kitchen area.
Rent is $395/m (util.
included), $100 dd. For more
information and to set up an
interview, please call (505)
379-1677

and mindfulness. Call 505-750-
0451 or email
abqresearch@unm.edu. 

Feng Shui

FENG SHUI VISION BOARD
Create audacious goals and
make them come true in 2018,
with Feng Shui strategies. Feng
Shui Consultant Connie
Knudson will show you how. Jan.
25, 2018, 9 - 1. Early Bird: $28
info@connieknudson.com
http://www.connieknudson.com

Licensed Massage

MASSAGE AND BODYWORK
Full body. $30/30mins $60/hr
$80/90mins, outcall add
10/time ABQ. Unscented
product. 805 San Pedro Dr
SE,ABQ. Call Patterson 505-
385-6429. LMT#5767

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in the
Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!
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by Matt Jones

Across

1 Mature insect stage
6 528i maker
9 Arrears
14 Once less than once
15 Noise at the dentist
16 Andrews of “Mary Poppins”
17 Port-au-Prince or Fort-
LibertÈ, as an example of what
to call cities?
19 “___ we all?”
20 City SE of Oklahoma City
21 Just the right amount of
stellar?
23 Haves and have-___
25 They may be removed in
“premium” versions
26 Some smartphones
27 Uncool sort
29 Uncle, in Oaxaca
30 Software problem
33 Jazz combo instrument
37 Facebook action
38 Oscar news about “Reds” or
“Bulworth” (or “Network”)?
42 Shirt sleeves
43 Journalist Cokie who
appears on ABC and NPR
44 Afternoon break
45 Part of FWIW
46 Congo basin animal
50 Solar system center
51 Surprised sounds
54 Madeline of “Blazing
Saddles”
55 Much, much smaller?
60 Fish eggs
61 “That’s ___ shame”
62 Go out with Carrie Ann of
“Dancing With the Stars?”
64 Blue-gray shade
65 Back in time
66 Ambulance attendant
67 Scammed
68 Actor Jeong
69 Hard worker’s output

Down

1 Under one’s control
2 Grassland
3 Do some flying
4 Figure out
5 First of its kind (abbr.)
6 Made some barnyard noises
7 Half of a 1960s pop quartet
8 Put a sharper edge on
9 “___ Unchained” (Tarantino
movie)
10 Continent-wide money
11 Chicken Cordon ___
12 Triangle sound
13 Late-night host Meyers
18 Program begun under FDR
22 Alchemist’s potion
24 Stadium capacity
28 Crispy sandwich
29 Mild
30 Drill piece
31 Island strings, for short
32 Diploma equivalent
34 Power in old movies
35 ___ about (roughly)

36 Show sorrow

37 Eye surgery acronym

38 Outlaw

39 Notable period

40 Current measure

41 Utmost degree

45 Put gas in

47 Holiday procession

48 Intense fear

49 Short play length

50 What a two-letter
abbreviation may denote

51 “August: ___ County” (2013
Streep film)

52 Show interest in, in a way

53 Figure out

55 Laundry

56 “Alice’s Restaurant”
chronicler Guthrie

57 Affirmative votes

58 Bismarck’s home (abbr.)

59 Wheel accessories

63 Word after “brand spanking”

©2018 Jonesin’ Crosswords 

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

BY RYAN NORTH “Sounds Like It’s ‘18’”—you’ll hear it in the middle.



 [32]     WEEKLY ALIBI JANUARY 11-17, 2018


