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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to letters@alibi.com.
Letters can also be mailed to 217 Sierra Dr. SE, Albuquerque, N.M., 87108 or faxed to (505) 346-0660.
Letters—including comments posted on alibi.com—may be published in any medium and edited for length

and clarity; owing to the volume of correspondence, we regrettably can’t respond to every letter.

Wheels For the Homeless

Dear Alibi, 
Suppose communities surrounding yours were
using wheels attached to their carts to move
themselves and their belongings around, but your
community was still using sleds to do the same
thing and was either unaware of these wheels or
was aware and had chosen not to use them and
instead continue building bigger and better sleds.

That is precisely what is happening in
Albuquerque in regard to the homeless
population. A good number of cities, mostly in
western states, have adopted, built and are
operating something known as a “homeless
campus” where all facilities and services,
including various forms of housing, are located.
This centralization improves the lives of the
homeless, cuts down drastically on the ill-effects
on neighborhoods, parks, sidewalks, etc. that
homelessness produces and costs less for cities
and tax-payers while getting a much better result.

Examples are not hard to find. San Antonio’s
“Haven for Hope” was established in 2010 and
has had scores of other cities send representatives
to study their program. Search “Haven for Hope
becomes model for other cities,” “homeless
campus plans,” or havenforhope.org to see what
other cities are doing while Albuquerque is not.

I suggest (and have been doing so with
various city officials and others for almost a year)
that Albuquerque should do the same thing, only
better. A homeless campus, modeled after the
best features of other existing facilities, should be
built on the edge of town, fenced and regulated,
where most facilities and services for the
homeless would be located.

This campus, much like a university campus,
would teach, train, counsel, aid and assist,
diagnose and treat, etc. persons to rise to their
highest capabilities and return to society and
their own home in whatever way they are able.

The campus would act as a triage center to
categorize each person’s reason(s) for being
homeless, thus being better able to redirect
individuals to facilities and programs that would
get them the help they need to improve their

situation and their lives.  
The campus would include an administration

building, cafeteria, laundry, dormitories and
tents, bathrooms with showers, clinic, counseling
and therapy rooms, church, excercise facilities,
mailroom, clothing room, library, computer room
and whatever else a group of a few hundred
persons would need to get back to a normal life.

Most of the facilities could start off as trailers
and other forms of quick and temporary
structures while more permanent buildings are
planned and built. 

Maybe one day something major will change
in our society and economy that will cause the
number of homeless to be greatly reduced. (I
suggest a reversal in the ever-shrinking—since
Reagan—spread between wages and rents, a
major cause of homelessness.)

Until then, and for now, the campus is the
wheel and Albuquerque is dragging a sled with
one hand and patting themselves on the back
with the other.

Robert DiGiulio,
Albuquerque

Surprise!

Dear Alibi,
I note with great disappointment your
endorsement of the three Democrat
gubernatorial candidates since all three support
the murder of the unborn.

We live in a city where abortion is conducted
right up the end of the eighth month. Can there
be any justification for the pro-abortion
Democrat Party position in any trimester
position?

All three of your candidates portray
themselves as supportive of children and families
but they have no regard for the most vulnerable
in our society: the unborn.

I will be surprised if you are noble enough to
even publish this letter.

Lloyd Powell
Albuquerque a
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Dateline: Texas
A 25-year-old man posed as a high school
student allegedly to play basketball.
According to CBS-DFW, Sidney Gilstrap-
Portly pretended he was a displaced 17-year-
old Hurricane Harvey evacuee to take
advantage of Hillcrest High’s policies which
allow hurricane victims to enroll without
the documentation required of other
students. The man reportedly joined the
Dallas high school’s basketball team, where
the coach called him “unstoppable,” and
even dated a 14-year-old girl. Gilstrap-
Portly’s deception was discovered when his
former basketball coach from North
Mesquite High—only 15 miles from
Hillcrest—recognized him during a
tournament as one of his former players and
informed the Hillcrest coach. Gilstrap-
Portley was arrested last week and faces a
felony charge of tampering with government
records. Dallas Independent School District
has said it will revisit its policies regarding
applications from hurricane victims.

Dateline: Sweden
When a tattoo artist misspelled her son’s
name, a woman decided to forego laser
removal surgery to fix the typo and had the
boy’s name legally changed to match it
instead. The BBC reports that a woman who
wishes to be known as “Johanna” recently
paid to have a tattoo placed on her arm with
the names of her two children, Kevin and
Nova. Johanna says at the time, the tattoo
looked right to her. “For me, the text is
upside-down,” she told reporters. On her
way home from the parlor, however, she
realized that the artist had misspelled her
son’s name as “Kelvin.” She returned to the
establishment and was told that the typo
could be fixed with laser surgery. After
discovering that the process could take up to
a year, however, she decided it would be
easier to rename her five-year-old son
Kelvin. Johanna told reporters at Blekinge

Läns Tidning that she plans to get a new
tattoo of her newborn daughter Freya’s
name. She says she will print it on a piece of
paper this time.

Dateline: Connecticut
A young man who was kidnapped and held
for ransom was allegedly threatened with a
three-foot alligator during the abduction.
According to the Connecticut Post, the
victim’s aunt and father approached police
last month to report the kidnapping. The
victim had contacted his family members

from a cellphone believed to belong to his
suspected kidnapper with a demand of $800
for his safe return. With officers listening in,
the victim’s aunt once again received a call
from the cellphone. She asked for a photo of
her nephew and was sent an image of the
young man lying face-down in a bathtub,
with a three-foot alligator on his back. The
animal’s mouth was open and facing the
camera. Along with the FBI, police
reportedly tracked the suspected kidnapper’s
cellphone to a Residence Inn in Shelton,
Conn. It was determined that the phone had
also made a call to a local restaurant. The
restaurant confirmed that a delivery had
been made and led authorities to the
kidnapper’s room. But when police arrived
on the scene, the suspect and victim were
gone. A woman—who would later be
identified as the suspected captor’s
girlfriend—and the alligator from the photo
were found. Police waited until the suspect
returned with the victim and successfully
arrested the man. The victim reportedly
suffering from two burn marks allegedly
made by a barbecue lighter. The suspect
subsequently pleaded not guilty to first-
degree kidnapping, attempted first-degree
larceny by extortion, unlawful restraint,
third-degree assault and threatening. He has
asked for a jury trial. 

Dateline: Japan
A Buddhist monk is suing his temple,
alleging that he suffers from depression
caused by an excessive workload. The
Washington Post reports a monk serving at a
temple on Mount Koya in Japan is claiming
that during a busy tourist season in 2015, he
was forced to work 64 straight days between
March and May. In September and October
of that year, he says he was made to work 32
consecutive days. According to the monk’s
lawyer, Noritake Shirakura, the heavy
workload caused his client to become
depressed. According to the suit, the monk
has been unable to work for the past two
years and is seeking $78,000 in damages. It is
common for Buddhist temples to consider
physical labor as spiritual training. Shirakura
has confirmed that as a result, there are no
records detailing how much time the monk
spent working at the monastery. However, a
labor standards supervision office confirmed
that he worked for at least a month without
a day off, according to Japan Today. The
Japanese government has recognized a
growing problem with the negative health
effects of working long hours. Cases of
karoshi—“death by overwork”—are
reportedly on the rise, even afflicting young
people. Last year it was reported that
Japanese workers only took 48.7 percent of
their entitled vacation time in 2016,
prompting the government to offer
incentives to companies whose employees
take more time off. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news

to josh@alibi.com.
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Candidates Criticize Teacher

Evaluations

The single Republican and all three Democratic
gubernatorial candidates have promised to
change the state’s current teacher evaluation
system—introduced by the Martinez
administration—if elected.

Republican Steve Pearce expressed concern
over the evaluation system’s centralized power
structure, saying it disables local school boards.
He said the practice of using standardized tests
to judge teacher rather than student
performance is “backward.”

Democratic candidate Jeff Apodaca, a former
media executive, said he would work with state
principals, superintendents and community
members to develop a new system of teacher
evaluations. He expects the changes to be
implemented through the Legislature, but said he
would institute them through executive order if
needed.

State Sen. Joseph Cervantes said he would
implement a new system within 100 days of
taking office by utilizing executive orders and
working on legislation. He told reporters last
week that he wishes to see an emphasis placed
on classroom learning and student achievement.
He also vowed to do away with the current
practice of giving public schools a yearly A-F
letter grade.

US Rep. Michelle Lujan Grisham has said that
the current system “punish[es] teachers working
with the most vulnerable students.” A
representative for her campaign told reporters
that she plans to work with lawmakers and
education professionals to develop a new system
“as quickly as is possible while ensuring quality.”

Student test scores currently make up 35
percent of a teacher’s rating under the current
evaluation system. The assessments also
consider the teacher’s attendance, classroom
observations and student surveys. The system
was implemented by former Public Education
Secretary Hanna Skandera in 2012.

Next Governor to face Water Issues

Experts say New Mexico’s next governor will be
facing a number of serious water issues next
year.

According to NM Political Report, former
deputy secretary of the US Department of the
Interior Mike Connor told a group gathered for a
water conference at the University of New
Mexico last week that dropping reservoir levels
and drought will require immediate action from
the state’s next governor upon their appointment
to office. 

Other speakers at the conference brought up
Indian water rights settlements, the Gila River
diversion, pending groundwater permits and a
pending US Supreme Court lawsuit against New
Mexico and Colorado over water from the Rio
Grande.

The lawsuit, filed in 2013 by the state of
Texas, alleges that New Mexico failed to pass on
its proper share of water from the Rio Grande. As
part of the Rio Grande Compact, New Mexico and
Colorado are required to deliver a certain amount
of water from the Rio Grande each year to their
neighboring state downstream. The suit claims
that by allowing New Mexican farmers to draw
from groundwater which was connected to the
river, the state failed to send its legal share of the
river’s water.

Earlier this year, the US Supreme Court ruled
that the federal government could also pursue a
claim in the case, as New Mexico was negatively
affecting the US government’s ability to deliver
its share of the Rio Grande’s water to Mexico. a

NEWS CITY BYJOSHUA LEENEWS | EDitoriAL

We Are Such Stuff
These our actors, as I foretold you, were all spirits

BY AUGUST MARCH

T
he issue of Weekly Alibi you are holding

in your hands this very minute shares

the date of its availability—May 23—

with the anniversary of the untimely death

of long-time Alibi music critic and editor

Michael Henningsen. It’s also the

anniversary of the death of my beloved

doggo Rosie, a dog well-known to

Henningsen—a canine the dude once saved

with an efficiency and stoic dignity that still

evokes gratitude when I recall it.

Letters From the Front
But back to that in a moment. Henningsen

left this veil of tears four years ago; for Rosie

the number is six, by the way. In

Henningsen’s case I’m reminded of a

colleague who not only taught me how to

suffer the slings and arrows that come with

this position, but how to do so whilst still

having fun and providing a positive,

progressive outlook that the Albuquerque

community can read about regularly.

Viz.: I recently received a letter wherein

the writer first told me I was an

“unbelievable fucking idiot” but then

evolved a bit on that premise, later declaring

via email that I am, unfortunately, “a

fucking liar.” They would later intimate that

I am being kept on in my current position

“because of the relationships I’ve nurtured

over the years.” I admit I sent one witty

response then gave up forever on this

correspondent, mostly because of values I

inherited from Henningsen. Keep them

guessing. Stay above the fray. Take the high

road. Well, I’ve certainly followed that last

bit of advice. Thanks, Henny.

Community Service
Though Michael may certainly and keenly

be remembered for his love of music of all

sorts—especially the flava known as

rocanrol—his involvement in the

community as a mentor, advocate and role

model for our city’s youth cannot go

unmentioned. While many of us at the

Golden City, otherwise known as Eldorado

High School were busy partying our tenure

there away, Michael was involved in

improving the community by working at the

Mountainside YMCA and later at Echo Hill

Ranch in Texas.

Notably, Henningsen was also worked

closely as a volunteer for MOMS Demand

Action For Gun Sense In America, a

nationwide organization dedicated to

establishing common-sense gun reform.

After Henningsen shuffled off this mortal

coil, his wife Danette Townsend established

a memorial fund and scholarship for her

husband. The Michael Henningsen Youth

Fund is maintained at the Albuquerque

Community Foundation. According to the

organization, “this fund is managed by a

board of young adults that grew up with

Michael and believe that every young

person deserves the opportunity to have

someone like Michael in their lives.”

Having someone like Henningsen in

one’s life does have its benefits. I should

know. A long, long time ago, I took my

doggo Rosie to the office. She was sick and

anxious; her ear had suddenly become bright

red. Subsequently she didn’t want anyone

near her, not even me. But Michael coaxed

her into his office, calmed her and then

retrieved a first aid kit containing a long pair

of tweezers. In seconds he had removed a

large thistle from deep in Rosie’s ear. She

bounded off gratefully. Thanks dude.

Here is Your Future
If you are like some of the post-structuralists

who basically believe that text is necessarily

a transcendent thing, then it’s easy for you

to suppose that the spirit of Henningsen can

be reached through this writ. To believe that

there is some possibility, even if not

mystically presupposed, that recent

improvements to this dusty, military outpost

in the desert may be known about and even

supported by that airy soul give some

gravitas to our steps forward as citizens and a

city. Things that we’re certain Henny would

no doubt approve of include:

• A progressive mayor with musical

inclinations who is invested in making

Albuquerque a desirable, sustainable and

forward-thinking place to live, work and

raise a family.

• A city police force committed to re-

establishing and maintaining community

policing while working overtime to undo the

damage done by previous and reckless

administrations.

• An Animal Services Division that is

accountable, humane and realistic. Though

this bit of our culture remains a thing that is

in the works, it should be noted that efforts

are being made to improve a formerly

unsteady, conflicted city division.

• A local music scene that is vibrant and

whose diversity reflects a city striving to

create authentic, awesome aural adventures

for every stripe of Burqueño and Burqueña.

Calling Dr. Love
I guess I’d like to remind Michael that not

everything went according to plan.

Somehow you slid away from all of this and

left the rest of us to make and maintain the

most bitchin’ city with greatest newspaper in

the history of mankind—without you. That’s

damn hard work, Michael, but I know for a

fact that some of us still here do it for you,

for what you stood for.

Oh, and that collection of indie rock

masterpieces and KISS albums that you have

deployed against eternity? Throw them out,

bro; I’ve got this thing by Kendrick Lamar

called To Pimp a Butterfly that you absolutely

must listen to. Serio.a

Michael Henningsen WEEKLY ALIBI
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Teachers, Firefighters, the Budget
Council also celebrates Ramadan, discusses nukes in town

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

A
nearly full house greeted Albuquerque
City Councilors at their Monday, May 21
meeting. The top topics included approval

of a new $577 million fiscal year general fund
budget, shoutouts to local teachers, active and
retired firefighters, and a long-awaited
recognition to the local Islamic community in
honor of Ramadan. Councilor Isaac Benton
attended the meeting via telephone as per
Council rules.

Teacher I Need You
Councilors read a proclamation honoring the
dedication of our area teachers and educators.
A handful of educators were on hand to accept
the thank you. 

Saving Lives
Firefighters, active and retired, were honored
for their dedication and how they risk their
lives responding to emergencies.
Coincidentally, in the few hours just prior to
the Council meeting, during heavy rainfall
and a rolling roiling thunder storm, area
emergency fire and rescue squads dealt with
lightning strikes that caused four structure
fires; six people being swept away in arroyos.
One woman drowned despite the best efforts
of first responders

Ramadan Respect
For the first time in more than 40 years, the
City Council gave recognition to the city’s
Islamic community and its observance of
Ramadan. Councilor Pat Davis read the
proclamation honoring the many
contributions of our Islamic community and
the peace and charity they contribute to our
community. Ramadan is observed this year
from May 16 through June 14. During this
time, over a 1.5 billion Muslims worldwide
focus their minds on prayer, peace, spirituality
and charity while fasting during daylight
hours.
Harris Zeyaee, president of the Islamic

Center of New Mexico said, “We are truly
honored to have you present this information
to the community. This is the first time in 40
years that there has been some recognition.
We love our city and we love our state.”
Zeyaee noted that Ramadan is more than
fasting and prayer. “It is a pillar of Islam; it is
about service; it is about giving back and
appreciating what we have and what we don’t
have,” Zeyaee said.

Budget Grappling
Councilors approved a general fund budget of
about $577 million. The total city budget

which includes enterprise funds is close to $1
billion for fiscal year 2018 to 2019. 
Councilor Trudy Jones took exception to

public comments that proclaimed that the
Council does not care about the city’s kids. In
a fiery presentation, Jones said if the public
thinks the Council does not care about our
youth they are wrong. She then rattled off a
list that added up to millions spent in youth
programs. Councilors debated various
amendments then added another million to
youth program coffers within a budget that
includes the funds needed to keep the lights
on and the city running. 
Crime and public safety are a top priority

for Mayor Tim Keller and the Council, and
this budget is heavy on funding public safety
initiatives. Some of the public safety budget
highlights include: $1.9 million for lab work to
address a backlog of more than 4,000 untested
rape kits going back years; $2.3 million for the
compliance with the Department of Justice
settlement agreement over the police
department’s use of force; $2 million to recruit
more police officers; $15 million in affordable
housing contracts; $8.2 million in homeless
services; $5.7 million for substance abuse and
mental health contracts; $18.2 million for
homeless and behavioral health programs and
$1.8 million to reduce property crimes.

No Nukes
On a 4 to 3 vote, a memorial introduced by
Councilor Pat Davis squeaked by. The
memorial opposes radioactive waste traveling
through Albuquerque by rail on its way to a
proposed temporary nuclear waste dump

location in southern New Mexico. 
A company named Holtec Inc. is asking

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for
permission to move up to 10,000 loads of
nuclear waste through New Mexico, possibly
through the middle of Albuquerque, on its way
to be temporarily stored in-ground in Lea
County. The word “temporary” means the
spent nuclear fuel rods eventually must be
moved a second time, possibly making two
trips through our state.
Sam Pruitt, a fifth grader at Monte Vista

Elementary school said, “The plan to ship
nuclear waste to southern New Mexico is a
very bad idea and will be dangerous to every
community it travels through. It is up to the
City Council to do what they can to protect
their growing children.”
The memorial, which bears no legal power

or efficacy, says the spent nuclear waste should
remain secured at the sites, or near the sites, of
generation and be transported only once,
when a scientifically viable permanent
disposal site becomes available.
Councilors Diane Gibson, Trudy Jones and

Don Harris voted against the memorial. “I
don’t believe the city has the right to tell the
railroad what it can transport on its tracks,”
Jones said. She said she does not think this
memorial represents the view of most people
in Albuquerque.

Kudos
Sixteen civic minded folks stepped up to serve
or remain on some of the city’s many boards
and commissions, including Ms. Mary Rios to

the Arts Board; the reappointment of Mr. Lee
Truitt to the Airport Advisory Board; Mr. John
A. Carey to the Accountability in
Government Oversight Committee;
Reappointment of Mr. Peter L. Ambs to the
Information Services Committee; Mr. B. Jesse
Muniz to the Information Services
Committee; Ms. Donna J. Griffin and Ms.
Giovanna Rossi to the Indicators Progress
Commission and the Reappointment of Mr.
Dathan L. Weems to the ABQ Volunteers
Advisory Board.
Meanwhile, Ms. Pamela Hurd-Knief and

Ms. Traci M. Pepper were assigned to the ABQ
Volunteers Advisory Board; Ms. Leanne S.
Yanabu will work with Library Advisory Board;
Mr. Richard Meadows was appointed to the
Greater Albuquerque Bicycling Advisory
Committee; Mr. Arturo Sandoval went to the
Joint Air Quality Board; Ms. Denise M. Foor
joined the Municipal Golf Advisory Board;
Ms. Kristelle C. Siarza and Ms. Myra Ghattas
will serve on the Small Business Regulatory
Advisory Committee; Ms. Maria Lisa Gonzales
is now a member of the Para Transit Advisory
Board and Ms. Loretta Naranjo has been
assigned to the Zoning Board of Appeals. a

Send your comments about the City Council to

carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meeting 

Monday, June 4, 5pm

Vincent E. Griego Chambers 

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Government Center

1 Civic Plaza NW

View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

Serious business at the City Council ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Spin the wheel, roll the dice or pick your 
scratcher to reveal your discounted adoption fee! 

Adoption fees will range in prices from $5 - $20.

Offer available at all Animal Humane New Mexico, 
Albuquerque Animal Welfare & Lucky Paws locations!

AnimalHumaneNM.org cabq.gov/pets
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EVENT HORIZON WEEK OF MAY 24-30

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

ETERNAL
RECURRENCE

That nightmare, again: You’re
in biology class, trying not
to nod off while the teacher
drones, and suddenly you
notice everyone’s gaze focus
squarely on you. You’re naked,
it’s test day and you forgot
to study. But that’s not what’s
freaking you out. No—it’s the
plastic jelly bracelets, stirrup
pants and side ponytails
that cause you to sit up in
bed, heart thumping like a
’90s boom bap beat. This
Saturday, May 26, your dreams
are becoming a dayglo-blooded
reality at Holly Rebelle’s High School Reunion: A Burlesque Tribute to the ’90s. The dreaded time machine
takes off from the Launchpad at 8pm. Admission is $15 for adults over 21 (anyone younger probably wouldn’t
get it anyway). LAUNCHPAD 618 CENTRAL AVE SW, 8PM alibi.com/v/5pce. (Joshua Lee) a

QUIT YOUR
WINEING!

If you’re a casual wine enthusiast like we
are, the Albuquerque Wine Festival is a
great chance to learn more about the
nectar of the gods. Enjoy three booze
packed days at the Balloon Fiesta Park,
May 26 through 28 from noon to 6pm
Saturday and Sunday and noon to 4pm
on Monday. Tickets are $25 to $50 and
includes $5 off any bottle of wine. So,
take the time to marvel at over 50 local
artisans, take free painting classes and
indulge in carefully crafted vino. Once
the wine kicks in, dance to award-
winning musicians and dine on delicious
local cuisine. Pop a cork and enjoy a day
through rosé-colored glasses. BALLOON

FIESTA PARK 5500 BALLOON FIESTA PKWY NE,

NOON TO 6PM alibi.com/v/5nsd. (Zabrina Chavez)

a

FOOD FOR THE SOUL

Nothing inspires verse quite like the bounty of nature, and this Saturday,
May 26, more than 100 lyricists converge on the banks of the Rio Grande
for A Poet’s Picnic. This celebration of poetry, and the exchange of
inspirations among artists of all stripes brings not just poets, but book
vendors, calligraphers and musicians together for the day of creativity. The
picnic begins at the Albuquerque Open Space Visitors Center at 10am
and the recitation won’t stop until 4pm. Bring a blanket and a snack, the
rest is totally free. ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER 6500 COORS BLVD NW,

10 TO 4PM alibi.com/v/5p4q. (Maggie Grimason) a

SEX ED, BUT NOT TERRIBLE

It’s been a long time since high school, and we could all use a
refresher on some of the topics we nominally learned in a gym
surrounded by people we don’t talk to anymore. For a fun and
much less painfully awkward sex education experience, come
out to Self Serve’s Sex Ed Game Show and Carnival at
Sidewinders this Saturday, May 26, from 6 to 9pm. This
(totally voluntary and consent-based!) “Jeopardy”-style game
show tests your knowledge with silly sex questions and
physical games. There’s also a spanking booth, relationship
advice booth featuring author Kevin Patterson of Love’s Not

Colorblind, raffle prizes and more. Tickets are $5. SIDEWINDERS

8900 CENTRAL AVE SE, 6 TO 9PM alibi.com/v/5o8f. (Robin Babb) a

GETTIN’ THE
WRIGGLIES

Digging in the garden garners
the best treasures in the form
of worms. Nothing screams
“healthy soil” like a silent
wriggling worm. Worms quicken
the composting cycle and make
great soil any garden would be
lucky to have. To discover more
about these little insect gems,
head down to the Cherry Hills
Library this Saturday, May 26, for
Vermicomposting: Worm Farms
for Fun and Profit. Learn more
about composting with worms,
selecting a bin for your farm and
harvesting that sweet compost. Don’t
worry about the early bird since this
event doesn’t start until 1pm. One
lucky bug can also win a starter group
of composting worms. This event is
free so wriggle on down! CHERRY HILLS

LIBRARY 6901 BARSTOW ST NE, 1 TO 2PM

alibi.com/v/5p4p. (Valerie Serna) a

READY TO CROSS THE FINE LINE

Here on this portion of the North American continent, summer symbolically starts on
Memorial Day Weekend. As DuBose Heyward famously proclaimed, it’s “Summertime
and the livin’ is easy. Fish are jumpin’ and the cotton is high.” With such Arcadian
visions in mind, it’s time for the 8th Annual Albuquerque Blues and Brews Festival,
to be held Sunday, May 27 at the Sandia Casino Resort and Amphitheater. This
yearly celebration of pentatonic scales and their human emotional responses when
exposed to fermented barley and hop-based beverages is an essential experience for
locals and tourists wondering how we all pass the time out in the high desert. Featured
artists include Alex Maryol, Rudy Boy Jaramillo, Todd Tijerina and the Memphis P. Tails.
With over 20 local and regional brewers and dozens of community businesses
representing, this is a great event for all. Tickets range in price from $10 to $65 and
the event rock and rolls from 2 until 6pm. SANDIA RESORT & CASINO 30 RAINBOW RD NE, 2 TO
6PM alibi.com/v/5l9n. (August March) a

SWEET AND SAUCY

Donuts and beer, otherwise known as the Homer
Simpson combo, is just about the best pairing we
can think of. Which is why the Rebel Donut and
Tractor Brewing Donut and Beer Pairing is so
exciting. From 3 to 7pm on Wednesday, May 30
Tractor Brewing Four Hills pairs four of their beers
with four of Rebel’s donuts for an indulgent and
thoroughly American social snacktime. The event is
free to attend, but the combined flight of (4oz)
beers and donuts is $11. Ages 21 and up only.
TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS 13170 CENTRAL AVE SE, 3PM

alibi.com/v/5mhe. (Robin Babb) a

SATURDAYMAY 26

WEDNESDAYMAY 130SUNDAYMAY 27
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COMMUNITY

CALENDAR
THURSDAY MAY 24
SPORTS
ISOTOPES PARK Isotopes vs. Salt Lake Bees. Come out for family
fun and see the Isotopes take on the Salt Lake Bees. 1601 Avenida
Cesar Chavez SE. 12:05-2:05pm. 924-2255. alibi.com/v/5ofp.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
BEAR CANYON SENIOR CENTER Dancing with the Bars. A move-
ment exercise form of dancing to the bars of music as well as a
total body workout. Classes focus on stretching and strengthening
with music ranging from choral arrangments to funk. 4645 Pitt
NE. $2. 8:30-9:15am. ALL-AGES! 332-0446. alibi.com/v/5oba.

FRIDAY MAY 25
DUEL BREWING Creative Mornings with Adrian Carver. Breakfast
lecture series on commitment for the creative community with
coffee, a short inspirational talk and then mingle with creative
makers in Albuquerque. 606 Central Ave SW. 8:30-10am.
ALL-AGES! (931) 542-8066. alibi.com/v/5q88.

LEARN
SELF SERVE Love’s Not Color Blind: Race and Representation in
Polyamorous Communities. A book-signing event bundled with a
workshop on intersectional polyamory as well as a personally-
driven discussion on how race impacts polyamory on individual
and community levels. 3904 Central Ave SE. $15-$20. 7pm. 18+.
265-5815. alibi.com/v/5o8d.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
NORTH DOMINGO BACA MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER
Experience the Sound of Soul. Discover inner guidance, healing
for body, mind and spirit as well as a higher form of creativity by
chanting the sacred sound of HU. Spiritual conversation afterward.
7521 Carmel Ave NE. 7-8pm. ALL-AGES! (800) 876-6704.
alibi.com/v/5o98.

SATURDAY MAY 26
BALLOON FIESTA PARK Albuquerque Wine Festival. Enjoy the
award-winning musicians, dine on delicious local cuisine, enjoy
free painting classes and shop from over 50 local artisans.
5500 Balloon Fiesta Pkwy NE. $25-$50. Noon-6pm. ALL-AGES!
933-8650. alibi.com/v/5nsd. See Event Horizon.

CORONADO STATE MONUMENT, Bernalillo Reggae by the River.
Bring folding chairs and sunscreen for a day of live music, tours,
art, food and beautiful scenery. 485 Kuaua Rd. 2-8pm. 867-5351.
alibi.com/v/5pc1.

LEARN
CABELA’S Free Vessel Safety Checks. Free watercraft vessel safety
checks offered by US Coast Guard Auxiliary. 5151 Lang Ave NE.
9am-2:30pm. ALL-AGES! 715-6682. alibi.com/v/5q33.

CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Vermicomposting: Worm Farms for
Fun and Profit. Jeremy Bridge addresses everything needed
to know about compost worms, from how to select and establish
a bin, to harvesting compost and troubleshooting common
problems. 6901 Barstow St NE. 1-2pm. 857-8321.
alibi.com/v/5p4p. See Event Horizon.

FATPIPE Kick Ass at Social Media Workshop. Get more followers,
attention and business for your small business. Registration
required. 200 Broadway Blvd NE. 8:30am-1:30pm. 21+.
alibi.com/v/5q31.

SIDEWINDERS Sex Ed Game Show and Carnival. A game show
with consented audience participation on everyone’s favorite
subject as well as prizes, a spanking booth and more. 8900
Central Ave SE. $5. 6-9pm. 21+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/5o8f.
See Event Horizon.

TAYLOR RANCH LIBRARY Recycling. Education on all solid waste
management issues and alternatives through litter control, beau-
tification and graffiti eradication activities. 5700 Bogart St NW.
11:30am-12:30pm. 897-8816. alibi.com/v/5prv.

SPORTS
CHARLIE’S SANDBOX Mr. and Mrs. Sandbox Volleyball Tourney.
All skill levels welcome for the tournament with a half-time
crowning. 8225 Washington St NE. $20. 4pm. ALL-AGES!
239-2461. alibi.com/v/5p7k.

EXPO NEW MEXICO Albuquerque Roller Derby Bout. Watch the
Unicorns take fight for the victory. 300 San Pedro Dr NE. $10.
7-9pm. alibi.com/v/5pc8.

TINGLEY COLISEUM Gladiators vs. Amarillo Venom. Come out
for family fun and see the Duke City Gladiators take on the Amarillo
Venom. 300 San Pedro NE. $10-$750. 6-8pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5p4t.

OUTDOOR
OSUNA NURSERY Organic Insect Control. Learn how to treat
garden pests the natural way with Daniel Schwery. 501 Osuna
Rd NE. 11am-noon. 345-6644. alibi.com/v/5qd1.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Embodied Creativity and
Improvisation. Give form to inner creativity through dance and
music improvisation as well as meditation and mindfulness prac-
tices. 3215 Central Ave NE. $10-$12. 4:15-5:45pm. 13+.
350-6971. alibi.com/v/55d3.

SUNDAY MAY 27
BACHECHI OPEN SPACE Spring Family Fun Days. Weekly crafts,
outdoor activities and experiments deepen your discovery of the
world. 9521 Rio Grande Blvd NW. Noon-5pm. ALL-AGES!
314-0398. alibi.com/v/5l8x.

SANDIA RESORT & CASINO 8th Annual ABQ Blues and Brews.
The kickoff celebration for ABQ Beer Week boasts over 80
breweries, unlimited sampling and five fantastic blues bands.
30 Rainbow Rd NE. $10-$65. 2-6pm. 21+. 526-9366.
alibi.com/v/5l9n. See Event Horizon.

LEARN
FATPIPE Kick Ass at Social Media Workshop. 200 Broadway Blvd
NE. 8:30am-5:30pm. 21+. See 5/26 listing.

OUTDOOR
THE GOLDEN OPEN SPACE, Sandia Park Sunday Hikes and
Activities. A strenuous hike led by Jim Sattler of Open Space staff.
Direction given upon registration. Registration required. Madera
Rd. 8:30am. 452-5205. alibi.com/v/5q2i.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
DRAFTY KILT BREWING COMPANY Brewery Yoga. Take a yoga
class with a pint of beer included. 4814 Hardware Dr NE. $10.
11am-midnight. 331-9032. alibi.com/v/5nye.

ERNA FERGUSSON LIBRARY HeartnSole Vegan Spiritual Support
Group. Discuss various ethical and spiritual topics, meditate, exer-
cise, dance and be part of other mindful activities as well as share
delicious potluck vegan food and provide moral support. 3700
San Mateo Blvd NE. 1-2:30pm. ALL-AGES! 332-0446.
alibi.com/v/5ob4.

MONDAY MAY 28
BALLOON FIESTA PARK Albuquerque Wine Festival. 5500
Balloon Fiesta Pkwy NE. $25-$50. Noon-6pm. ALL-AGES! See
5/26 listing. See Event Horizon.

NEW MEXICO VETERANS MEMORIAL Memorial Day Honoring
Veterans. A special Memorial Day ceremony honoring the men
and women from all branches of service who made the ultimate
sacrifice. 1100 Louisiana Blvd SE. 9-11am. alibi.com/v/5p4v.

WEDNESDAY MAY 30
KIMO THEATRE Guided Tour. Take a tour of the beautiful and
historic Pueblo Deco landmark. 423 Central Ave NW. Noon-1pm.
768-3544. alibi.com/v/5pzh.

PRESBYTERIAN NORTHSIDE Meals on Wheels Volunteer
Orientation. Discover what it means to volunteer for this worthy
organization with a customized training program. 5901 Harper
Dr NE. 3-4:15pm. ALL-AGES! 823-8064. alibi.com/v/5pv7.

LEARN
RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Fizzology. Learn to make three
magical unicorn sparkle bath bombs to take home. Refreshments
available for purchase. 1912 Second Street NW. $30. 6pm.
900-3909. alibi.com/v/5qbs.

SPORTS
ISOTOPES PARK Isotopes vs. Fresno Grizzlies. Come out for family
fun and see the Isotopes take on the Fresno Grizzlies. 1601
Avenida Cesar Chavez SE. 6:35-8:35pm. 924-2255.
alibi.com/v/5p4w.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
NEW MEXICO ECK CENTER IN ALBUQUERQUE Discussion:
Spiritual Wisdom on Karma and Reincarnation. Learn how to
break free from the wheel of reincarnation and step into a more
spiritually rewarding life. 2501 San Pedro Dr NE. 12:30-1:30pm.
ALL-AGES! (800) 876-6704. alibi.com/v/5o94.

SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER Ballet Folklorico Fiesta
Mexicana Youth Classes. Children learn the incredible art of Ballet
Folklorico. 1025 Broadway Blvd SE. 7-9pm. 848-1320.
alibi.com/v/5pzl.

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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The Digital Revolution
Artechouse brings new experiences and mediums to Albuquerque

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

I
nside the darkened gallery, star-like
pinpricks of light move in response to the
humans who open their hands and

manipulate them. Shapes coalesce and then
disperse like a flock of starlings; a simulated
tree bends as if caught in a breeze. This is
XYZT: Abstract Landscapes by the French
artists at Adrien M & Claire B Company; it
has toured all over Asia and Europe, and now
it is landing in Albuquerque on its US tour
courtesy of the digital art purveyors at
Artechouse. 
Artechouse got its start just last year in

Washington, D.C. with the objective of
providing the world’s first gallery space
dedicated exclusively to art that exists in the
intersections where fine art and technology
fold into each other. “We have a trifold
mission,” Tati, co-founder of Artechouse and
managing director of the project said as we sat
down at Hotel Chaco in the Sawmill District,
a stone’s throw away from where Artechouse
will open XYZT on May 24 (the exact
address—1904 Bellamah Ave. NW). “For us
it is important to educate people about new
art and technology as mediums. We want to
empower artists who already work in this field
and the great artists here—UNM has a great
program for digital arts. And we want to
inspire,” she explained, outlining the guiding
principles. “We want to inspire the next
generation to see what they can create with
technology.” Since Tati and co-founder and
artistic director Sandro swung open the doors
of their D.C. home base last June, they have

welcomed more than 150,000 visitors to a
variety of exhibitions. 
“We see technology used in our everyday

lives in all sorts of ways,” Tati continued, “but
what can creatively be done with it? How can
it create a different dialogue, a different
experience, a more artistic one?” That is, in
effect, what Artechouse offers—moving
experiences that use technology as a vehicle,
projecting visitors into another world through
their sophisticated use of light, sensors, design
and much more. 

XYZT is a collection of 10 digital
landscapes in 4 dimensions. Those
dimensions are outlined in the show’s title—
X, horizontal; Y, vertical; Z, depth; and T,
time. Using projection not for video, but to
channel light, the design team creates an
environment given texture through darkness
and its absence with a keen emphasis on
movement. “Everything in the exhibit stems
from interactions with nature,” Tati said of
the pieces. The artists spent several years
researching by exploring the natural world
around them. “They take that and then
imitate it in this abstract world of digital art,”
Tati summarized. In that way, XYZT is a great
“introductory piece” to the this mode of high-
tech art. Because we are all armed with
certain associations and a certain
understanding of the world, XYZT just
transmutes those landscapes so that we might
see them anew. 
The primary architects of the 10

installations—Adrien Mondot and Claire
Bardainne—got their start as performance
artists. “They would do a lot of things with

projections and interactions on the stage,”
Tati described. “But … they wanted to share
the experience that people in the audience
were not getting. They were just observers,
and they were appreciating it, but it is
different when you are a part of it.”
Throughout history “fine art” has been in the
purview only of the wealthy, and even as our
definitions of what art is have expanded, it
can still be difficult to connect with. Instead,
in the immersive worlds that Artechouse
presents, they want to “revolutionize the way
art is experienced,” as Tati put it. To provide
art “you can participate in, where you’re not a
passive viewer, you’re an active explorer.”
Because XYZT is so rooted in experience—
and in simple, manufactured wonder—it has
resonance with many. “Anyone from the most
novice to the most tech or art savvy person
can really find their own depth in the
installation,” Tati said. “You can just come
and enjoy the basic interactive level of it, or
you can come and dig into—how is it made?
What inspired them? It’s fascinating how
many layers there are to it.” 
The choice to bring XYZT to Albuquerque

was “serendipity,” according to Tati. Sandro
came to visit the city last December and “it
struck him.” In some ways it even felt like a
natural fit for Artechouse—with a vibrant
arts and culture scene across the state and
burgeoning start-ups as well as an established
tech industry here, both directors saw
potential in Albuquerque. In his walks around
town, Sandro happened upon the Sawmill
District, and less than six months later, XYZT
is set to open at Artechouse’s local chapter. 

“We see this as an opportunity to
understand what people appreciate and how
they connect. … Albuquerque is very
different from Washington, D.C., but we’re
coming with open minds and hearts. We’d
like to see ourselves here longterm,” Tati said.
Moreover, Artechouse is excited to connect
with local creatives—as a platform, or just as
a wellspring for inspiration. “There are spaces
for fine art, for photography. There are movie
theaters for film,” she outlined. “We want to
create this platform, to take artists working in
these mediums to the next level, connect
them to audiences and create appreciation.” 
These exhibitions and the technology used

to create them are the new wave, early
adopters of such tools for creative expression
and enrichment. “It might be a little new to
us,” Tati said—pointing out that when film
was introduced widely, people would come
into a theater and see footage of a train
coming at them and run away. Digital art has
all that potential to stir raw emotion and
illicit reaction. “It’s a revolution of art, it’s a
new tool,” she summed up—“it is incredible
to see what artists can do with it.” And
now—given a powerful stage and
opportunities thanks to spaces like
Artechouse—it will be just as exciting to see
what artists will do with it. 
Artechouse opens XYZT: Abstract

Landscapes by Adrien M. & Claire B.
Company on Thursday, May 24 at
Artechouse in Albuquerque (1904 Bellamah
Ave. NW). Tickets start at $10 and can be
found at albuquerque.artechouse.com, along
with more information about the project itself
and the artists involved.  a

Washington, D.C.-based Artechouse brings digital, experiential art to Albuquerque in XYZT: Abstract Landscapes
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At Home in the World
Place is unpacked at Sanitary Tortilla

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

T
he walls of the gallery at Sanitary Tortilla
Factory (401 Second Street SW) are bare.
Instead, new works by Kacie Smith and

Emma Difani are laid across the floors, which we
carefully step around. A fresh coat of white paint
is drying, and soon their joint exhibition, Still
Moving, will open. The works by these two
Albuquerque-rooted artists examine the world
outside—how we interact with landscapes both
urban and pastoral and integrate ourselves into
them, making home wherever we go. 

Difani’s work is born of time spent at a
printmaking residency in Oklahoma City;
Difani’s pieces are about being in isolated
Cantabria, on Spain’s north coast, studying
“transhumance,” a traditional way of migratory
ranching. Though independent bodies of work,
each expresses ways of interacting and being in
place, bringing to it a certain sense of wonder. 

A few days before Still Moving opened (the
show runs until June 22), Difani and Smith
spoke to us about their work. 

Alibi: How do your works speak to each

other? 

Difani: I’m using a city setting and experiencing
nature in that, and [Kacie] is using a less
constructed setting, and [looking at] how people
influence it. It’s like an inverse of my work. 

Smith: Emma is from here, and looking at
Oklahoma City. I live here, and I was a visitor
and researcher in Spain. In both cases we have
fresh eyes and curiosity. 

Difani: It’s very much about exploration and
getting to know these places through direct
experience with the land. 

How do these mediums illuminate these

ideas? 

Smith: What was surprising to me in my time
was … there was actually a tension between the
history of the place, the culture and tourism. … I
decided for the show to make a lot of handmade
objects and ceramic pieces, but also photographs
printed on vinyl. For me the materials of this

show are about clashes in certain ways. What
does it mean to live a traditional livelihood of
migratory ranching now. 

Difani: Most of my work in this show uses
printmaking techniques. I am doing a residency
at a printmaking studio in Oklahoma City, …
the reason I’m attracted to printmaking is the
ability to endlessly layer. To me that speaks to
the layering of all these plants and people and
buildings living on the same ground, built up. …
I think of these as maps. You have symbols that
repeat and mark these spaces. 

How do you think these things will translate

to being seen here? 

Difani: For me, the broader themes are still
relevant here. … Most of the world lives in
urban environments, this was just my personal
reckoning with that. … I was trying to appreciate
little things more—this might be a little square
cut out of the pavement to make way for a tree,
but all these other little things take advantage
realizing its a great habitat for them, too. Now it
is a mini four-foot square environment, even if it
wasn’t the primary intention. 

Smith: I was very aware the work would end
up here. I’m using myself as a filter. It’s my
experience; I’m talking about who I met, how I
thought about it. I’m sort of teaching about the
place, this area of the world that is relatively
unknown [that] … is at this critical moment.
Will this lifestyle continue into the next
generation? I expect people here will be curious. 

How did the show end up with this title? 

Smith: I went to this Goya show while I was in
Spain, and there was a painting of him as an old
man and he writes on it, aún aprendo, “I’m still
learning.” We were thinking about that for
awhile—this constant search to dig deeper,
observation, life as an artist, … but the phrase
was a little melancholic, too. 

Difani: We liked the idea of continuance—
that it is never done. Still working. Still moving. 

Smith: The weird part then, is you think
about stillness. Still moving. It’s a contradiction,
too.  a

Emma Difani uses printmaking to explore
stratified topography

Kacie Smith created works based on time
spent in rural Spain
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THURSDAY MAY 24
WORDS
RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Duke City Story
Slam. Put together a five minute story or come out just to listen
and enjoy. Best In Show and Best Open Mic-er take home a prize.
400 Gold Ave SW. 7pm. 21+. alibi.com/v/5ph9.

STAGE
10601 PERFORMANCE SPACE Sonder: A Micro-Theatre Event.
Ten artists create ten short plays intimately performed in a small
office suite. 10601 Lomas Blvd. NE. $3-$15. 7:30-10pm.
ALL-AGES! 301-5389. alibi.com/v/5n0z.

GUILD CINEMA Motley Collective Variety Overload. An evening
of music, magic, hoops, comedy and more, hosted by Royal Wood
III. 3405 Central Ave NE. $5. 10:30-11:45pm. 21+. 255-1848.
alibi.com/v/5pif.

SONG & DANCE
JOLIESSE CHOCOLATES Live Celtic Sessions. Cozy up with a mug
of Wicked, dark hot chocolate cocoa, espresso and chili, and
listen to the sounds of local Celtic musicians. 6855 Fourth Street
NW. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES! 369-1561. alibi.com/v/5mr8.

FRIDAY MAY 25
STAGE
ADOBE THEATER Moon Over Buffalo. A comedic play set in ’50s
Buffalo, N.Y., about two struggling actors with grandiose dreams.
9813 Fourth Street NW. $17-$20. 7:30-9:30pm. 898-9222.
alibi.com/v/5q53.

ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE The Full Monty. A crowd-pleasing
and uplifting musical about six unemployed steelworkers that
work through their fears and anxieties to find strength and overcome
their inner demons through striptease. 224 San Pasquale Ave
SW. $15-$25. 7:30-9:30pm. 13+. 242-4750. alibi.com/v/5o9f.

AUX DOG THEATRE Deathtrap. Deathtrap holds the record as the
longest running comedy-thriller on Broadway. Five actors, one set.
No one gets out alive. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE. $15-$22. 8pm.
ALL-AGES! 596-0607. alibi.com/v/5pvj.

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE Big Feelings.
Big Feelings puts their twist on the classic, long-form Harold
format, turning a single audience suggestion into an entirely
unique full-length performance. 100 Gold Ave SW. 7:30-8:30pm.
404-1578. alibi.com/v/5pap.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Around the World in (Less Than)
Eighty Days: The True Adventures of Elizabeth Bisland and Nellie
Bly. Racing in opposite directions through the heart of the Victorian
age on trains, steamships and rickshaws, these trailblazing women
battle time, each other and social conventions of the day. 4121
Cutler Ave NE. $15-$30. 7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! 243-0596.
alibi.com/v/5nq2.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Southwest Comedy Showcase.
Four of the city’s top comedians showcase their talent in this side-
splitting night of comedy. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $20. 7:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 688-3659. alibi.com/v/5n17.

SONG & DANCE
ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Atlys In Concert. A string
quartet of four strong women who explore, discover and create.
10000 Candelaria Rd. NE. $10-$15. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5q46.

ORGANTICA Summer Parking Lot Concerts. Live music every
Friday outside in the medical cannabis clinic parking lot. Blues,
jazz, funk mix with an acoustic opener and a drum circle to close.
4001 Menaul Blvd NE. 5:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES! (608) 289-3362.
alibi.com/v/5oi2.

LEARN
GREATER ALBUQUERQUE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RESTORE
How to Create Mosaic Tile Art. Artist Jill Magruder Gatwood returns
for this fun, hands-on class. 4900 Menaul Blvd NE. Noon-1pm.
ALL-AGES! 385-7645. alibi.com/v/5qd0.

SATURDAY MAY 26
WORDS
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER A Poet’s Picnic.
Over 100 local poets come together for a day of spoken word
poetry. Enjoy Bébé La La, a calligraphy exhibit, demonstrations
and workshops and book sales by local presses. 6500 Coors
Blvd NW. Noon-4pm. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/5p4q. See Event
Horizon.

Calendar | arts & lit 

ART
UNM CONTINUING EDUCATION BUILDING Memorial Day Craft
Show. Shop 45 local vendors with all table fees donated to the
Wounded Warrior Project. 1634 University Blvd NE. 8am-4pm.
ALL-AGES! 505/453-7406. alibi.com/v/5q50.

STAGE
ADOBE THEATER Moon Over Buffalo. 9813 Fourth Street NW.
$17-$20. 7:30-9:30pm. See 5/25 listing.

ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE The Full Monty. 224 San
Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$25. 7:30-9:30pm. 13+. See 5/25 listing.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Around the World in (Less Than)
Eighty Days: The True Adventures of Elizabeth Bisland and Nellie
Bly. 4121 Cutler Ave NE. $15-$30. 7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! See
5/25 listing.

LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO Jim Gaffigan. The A-
list comedian brings his jokes to the stage in the Fixer Upper Tour.
14500 Central Ave SW. $45-$89. 8-10pm. 352-7886.
alibi.com/v/5p4s.

MUSICAL THEATRE SOUTHWEST “Nine” Auditions. Auditionees
should prepare a 1-2 minute song showing vocal range and bring
sheet music in a binder for the accompanist. Note that all roles
require strong acting, singing and movement. 6320 Domingo Rd
NE. 9am-4pm. ALL-AGES! 265-9119. alibi.com/v/5q0f.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Southwest Comedy Showcase.
210 Yale Blvd SE. $20. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 5/25 listing.

SONG & DANCE
ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Atlys In Concert. 10000
Candelaria Rd. NE. $10-$15. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 5/25
listing.

ELENA GALLEGOS PICNIC AREA Saturday Sunset Series. An
evening of medieval and tradional ballads with Scott and Johanna
Hongell-Darsee. 7100 Tramway Blvd NE. $2. 7pm. 452-5205.
alibi.com/v/5q2h.

ST. STEPHEN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Solid Grounds
Coffeehouse. Jill Cohn plays songs with a deeply personal, universal
message of hope. 4601 Juan Tabo NE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!
293-9673. alibi.com/v/5n35.

ZOO AMPHITHEATER NMPhil Honors the Heroes. Honor our heroes
with a performance of patriotic favorites as Roger Melone conducts
favorites including Tchaikovsky’s beloved 1812 Overture. Military
discounts available. 903 10th Street SW. 8-10pm.
alibi.com/v/5pcc.

LEARN
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN The History and Art of Gourds.
A presentation and workshop on the evolution of the gourd from
a utilitarian craft to a respected art form. Also make a gourd bird-
house to take home. 2601 Central Ave NW. 10am-noon.
768-2000. alibi.com/v/5p4r.

REMARQUE: NEW GROUNDS PRINT WORKSHOP Gelli Printing
Basics Workshop. Learn the basics and beyond of gelli plate
printing to create an array of fabulous patterned and textured
monoprints. 3812 Central Ave SE. $120. 10am-5pm. 15+.
268-8952. alibi.com/v/5q2l.

SUNDAY MAY 27
STAGE
ADOBE THEATER Moon Over Buffalo. 9813 Fourth Street NW.
$17-$20. 2-4pm. See 5/25 listing.

ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE The Full Monty. 224 San
Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$25. 7:30-9:30pm. 13+. See 5/25 listing.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Around the World in (Less Than)
Eighty Days: The True Adventures of Elizabeth Bisland and Nellie
Bly. 4121 Cutler Ave NE. $15-$30. 2pm. ALL-AGES! See 5/25
listing.

SONG & DANCE
TIGUEX PARK Brazilian Samba Percussion Ensemble. A large
percussion ensemble with many voices coming together as one
for all levels. For beginners to advanced players and no experience
or instruments required. $0-$10. 11:30am-1pm. 13+.
alibi.com/v/5n9c. Also, 1800 Mountain Rd NW. Donations encour-
aged. 1-2:30pm. 13+. 585-1946. alibi.com/v/5jey.

FILM
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Sunday Movie: Justice League. A
free showing of the film. Rated PG-13. 8081 Central Ave NW.
1:30-3:30pm. ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/5o2f.

WEDNESDAY MAY 30
WORDS
TRACTOR BREWING CO.Writing Wednesdays. A welcoming space
for writers to come drink beer and write. 118 Tulane Dr SE. 4pm.
21+. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/5mhr.

ARTS& LIT
CALENDAR

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

CSLPlasma.com

*Applicable for eligible, quali�ed new donors. Fees vary by weight and location. 
New donors must bring photo ID, proof of address and Social Security number.

New Donors:
Donate plasma today 
and earn up to $400 
this month!*

Who knew I could earn money and save lives.

211 4TH ST. NW, SUITE 15 • ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87107 • 505-359-2262
204 SAN MATEO BLVD. SE • ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87108 • 505-243-4449

Redeem at your nearest donation center for details.

Center staff scan to enter payment comment.

· Get Paid Every Friday!

· Up to $11.20/hr

· Paid Mileage, Travel, & Holidays

· Paid Training

· Work Mon-Fri, Days

· No Nights, No Weekends

· CALL TODAY 344-9880

Albuquerque UNM

2201 Sliver Avenue SE

PH: (505) 262-2424

Albuquerque 4th Street

5939 4th St NW

PH: (505) 254-2424

Albuquerque Eastside
5200 Eubank NE Suite E7
PH: (505) 275-2424

Santa Fe
1620 st Michael’s Drive
PH: (505)988-9688

Check us out
online at:

chaishoppe.com
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BY ROBIN BABB

S
ometimes you need an after-work tonic to erase the stress of
the day, and by “you” we mean everyone. Thankfully, there are
dozens of worthwhile happy hours in Albuquerque where you

can get halfway to feeling great without paying full price for your
drinks. Here are some of our favorites.

Matanza Beer Kitchen
The Matanza in Nob Hill (3225 Central Ave. NE) has one of

the prettiest bars in the city, if you ask me. Which makes it a
particularly pleasant place to spend a few hours (specifically, the
few hours between 3 and 6pm). Matanza’s happy hour not only
involves $3 local drafts and $5 blueberry basil margaritas that are
sublimely tasty, it also comes with a whole menu of taco and
dessert specials. You can get a taco flight (3 for $6 or 5 for $8) of
any combination of the 20 different kinds of hard shell tacos they
serve and be quite satiated for the price. It’s a wonder I don’t come
here every evening.

Gecko’s 
This popular happy hour spot fills up fast, so get there early if

you want a choice seat on the patio. From 4 to 7pm every day,
Gecko’s (3500 Central Ave. SE) happy hour involves $1 off well
drinks and $1 off all draft beers. Besides that, they have rotating
specials for each day of the week, like 50 cent wings on Mondays,
$5.50 burgers on Wednesdays, specials on local beers and liquors
on Thursdays and a tap takeover from a craft brewery on the last
Sunday of every month. A great spot to wind down with some
friends after work.

Frenchish
We’d all go to Frenchish (3509 Central Ave. NE) every day if it

were financially feasible, obviously. But since we all have finite
amounts of money and since their fare is a little more pricey than
we can justify eating on a daily basis, we go to happy hour. Happy
hour at Frenchish is from 5 to 6:30pm every day, and involves food
and drink specials that will get your evening off to a great start. A
handful of selected wines are available for $6 a glass and the
aperitif du jour (always something tasty and interesting) is $7.
There are specials on several small plates as well (carrot dogs, a
slider, a “devilish” egg), and typically one or two seasonal entrées

are on special as well. Another great thing about Frenchish? They
have a whole list of non-alcoholic mixed drinks that are actually
very tasty. 

Zinc Cellar Bar
The low-light, intimate bar on the basement level of Zinc

Wine Bar and Bistro (30009 Central Ave. NE) is one of the
classiest date nights in the city. Their happy hour, which is from
4:30 to 7pm every day, includes food and drink specials that rotate
each day of the week. Show up on a Wednesday evening for 20
percent off a bottle of wine and a free little charcuterie plate.
Though the food menu is smaller (more small plates and bar food
than large entrées) than at the restaurant proper, the prices follow
suit. There’s often live music down here, so keep that in mind if
you don’t want to have to yell to your drinking companions. 

Zacatecas
Tacos and margaritas are always a great way to start off a

weekend. Zacatecas (3424 Central Ave. NE) has got you covered
for that Friday fix, and for every other day of the week, too. From 4
to 6pm the Nob Hill bar and restaurant delivers $2 off cocktails,
tacos and selected appetizers, as well as $1 off drafts. With such an
extensive margarita list and shelves upon shelves of top-notch
tequila and whiskey, you might find this spot becoming a summer
favorite. 

The Copper Lounge
The Albuquerque standard at Central and Maple has been

serving drinks to the masses for many years, and its cocktail menu
got a very appealing facelift in the past year. From 3 to 6pm every
day, The Copper Lounge (1504 Central Ave. SE) serves up $4
drafts and $5 cocktails, which is about as good a deal as you’ll find
anywhere. There’s plenty of tasty burgers and bar food options for
you to soak up that liquor, too. 

Sister Bar
How could we not mention this Downtown gem of a bar? With

a killer food menu (that’s surprisingly vegan/vegetarian friendly)
and a list of beautiful cocktails, Sister (407 Central Ave. NW) is a
great spot for either a relaxed lunch or late night dancing. Their
happy hour, which is from 5 to 6pm every day, means 50 percent
off all their fries and tater tots (get the kimchi cheddar tots, they
are stupid good), rotating specials on draft beers and a daily
cocktail special. Roll in on a Tuesday for $2 tacos and Tecates all
day. a

The Happiest Hours
in the City

Where to find the specials that’ll make your summer special

Summer
Dining and

Drinking
Guide

BY ROBIN BABB

W
e’re all about eating and drinking with the seasons

here at the Alibi, and that means more than just

getting seasonal produce at the market. It also

means eating and drinking what feels good at that time

of year. Paletas are an unquestionable staple of summer

fare in Albuquerque, as much as dipping your toes in the

Rio Grande and dancing around the roaches that swarm

the streets at night. While it’s a little more high falutin,

I’d argue that sharing a bottle of prosecco on a sunny

patio is an equally important part of the season. At least,

it’s certainly on my list of things to do. 
In this issue we’re talking about some of our favorite

parts of dining out in the summer in Albuquerque: ice
cream, patios and day drinking—by which I mean happy
hour. If you’re out of school for the summer and looking
for ways to pleasantly waste time until the next semester,
this little guide is absolutely for you. If your schedule
doesn’t change over the summer but you still want to get
the most out of the warmer weather, it’s for you, too. We
all deserve a summer break, but many of us don’t get one
because of capitalism. In which case we have to make our
own fun, right?
In the patio guide you’ll learn about all the best places

you can go to eat and drink al fresco, which is a nice
Italian loanword that we should all be using more often.
Patios and balconies and rooftop restaurants—anywhere
that allows you to enjoy the sun and the breeze (and
hopefully a view of the mountains) is the best place to be
in the summer. Plus, you can bring your doggo to most of
them.
In the happy hour guide we list some of the local spots

we like the most for afternoon drinks and eats that won’t
break the bank. On those days when you can get out of
work early and feel a little crispy from staring at a screen
for hours, the best way to wind down is typically a $5
blueberry margarita at Matanza and shit-talking with
your coworkers. So we’ll see you there.
Lastly, our list of favorite ice cream shops in

Albuquerque will help you cool down on those upcoming
100 degree days. Whether it’s the over-the-top toppings
at The Paleta Bar or the sublimely creamy gelato at Frost,
you’ll find some cold, sweet treats to help you feel like a
kid again. 
If you’re a real pro, I recommend combining all these

summertime dining activities with bike rides and
swimming for maximum enjoyment. So grab your
sunscreen and sandals and head out to one of our
recommended spots—carefully researched and curated by
a very choosy editorial staff. a

Matanza Beer Kitchen ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Inquiring minds 

want to know: 

What’s your 

favorite burger in 

Burque? Weekly 

Alibi is hosting our 

first ever

which will showcase 

the city's favorite 

burgers as 

nominated by you, 

our lovely readers. 

The winning 

restaurants will 

each craft a 

special burger 

that they’ll only 

serve from

June 20 to 27. 

Nominations are 

open from

May 23 to June 6, 

so cast your 

vote now!

BurqueBurque

Weekly 

Alibi

alibi.com

June 20 to 27

May 23 to June 6

FOOD | Happy HOur anD patIO GuIDe

Hot Sidewalks, Cold Ice Cream
What could be a better combination?

BY ROBIN BABB

G
oing out for ice cream is a special treat for
most of the year, but during the summer it
becomes a regular social activity. It’s hot

outside and that sunburn from the other day is
really smarting: You deserve a cone of cherry
cheesecake/rocky road/lavender honey.
Thankfully, there’s tons of places in the city to
get yourself a cold treat, whether it’s ice cream,
gelato, milkshakes, paletas or sorbet. Here are
some of the Alibi’s favorite spots. 

La Michoacana de Paquime
La Michoacana de Paquime (6500 Zuni Rd.

SE) is legit. They have several dozen flavors of
paletas to choose from, along with a few ice
creams and a small menu of Mexican street food
standards like elote, tostadas and mango con chile.
The paletas are tasty, the service is super friendly
and you can have lunch and some ice cream for
under $7. 

Pop Fizz
I love a good paleta after a hot day of hiking

or swimming, and Pop Fizz (1701 Fourth Street
SW, inside the National Hispanic Cultural
Center) fits that bill so well. Their next-level
gorgeous paletas come in fruit and cream flavors
including pineapple habañero, pecan cajeta and
matcha mint. Besides the bars they also serve up
ice cream and sorbet, and you can treat yourself
to a float or a milkshake (or even a boozy
milkshake, like a vanilla ice cream with mint
schnapps and chocolate syrup situation). All
their house-made products are made with real
sugar and real fruit.

Van Rixel Bros.
Van Rixel Bros. (315 Juan Tabo Blvd. NE,

Ste. A) make all natural gelato and sorbet here
in Albuquerque, and they make them in flavors
like blueberry lavender and strawberry habañero,
because they know what the people want. The
little nondescript shop that houses Van Rixel
Bros. and The Chocolate Cartel (yes, that’s
right, double threat), so everyone can get a
little—or a lot—of what they’re craving. Get

that chocolate cherry
chunk vanilla gelato
and embrace the sugar
rush that comes after.

El Cotorro
Oh yes, the little

craft taco shop just off
Central (111 Carlisle
Blvd. NE, to be exact)
makes paletas and
gelato as well. With
flavors like horchata
and green tea with
black sesame, the
gelatos are anything
but basic. Do yourself
a favor and finish off your taco lunch with some
tasty gelato in a homemade cone. Get a churro
ice cream sandwich if you really love yourself.

I Scream Ice Cream
I Scream (2000 Carlisle Blvd. NE) wound up

in Buzzfeed’s list of the most popular ice cream
shops in each state in 2016, and we can see why.
Between the blast-from-the-past decor, the
endless toys to play with, the friendly staff and
the darn good ice cream, this place should be on
everyone’s list. Go for the frozen treats, stay for
the Ms. Pac-Man. 

The Paleta Bar
Aguas frescas, paletas, elotes and more! The

Paleta Bar (2325 San Pedro Dr. NE) does their
take on “gourmet” paletas, meaning everything is
made fresh that day from real fruit, the flavors
are always changing and they’re always good.
Get your paleta dipped in chocolate if you know
what’s good for you.

Nitro Fog Creamery
Nitro Fog is that magical little stand at

Green Jeans Farmery (3600 Cutler Ave. NE,
Ste. 6) that makes ice cream fresh, right in front
of you, while you wait. How do they do this?
Flash-freezing the cream with liquid nitrogen. I
can’t pretend I fully understand it, but man does
it taste good. The end product is a ridiculously
creamy, smooth ice cream that’s never the same
twice. Try the Himalayan salted caramel ice

cream and know that heaven is a place on earth,
and it’s right here, in your mouth.

Frost Gelato
The gelatos that Frost (3417 Central Ave.

NE) makes are so gorgeous it almost seems a
shame to eat them. The key word being almost.
This Arizona-based chain has a constantly
rotating cast of flavors that includes, at the time
of writing, fior di latte, saffron rose and bellini.
Some pretty high brow stuff, and they’ve been
praised all over the media for it: Afar named
them one of the 44 Perfect Places for Chocolate
Lovers, and they won “Best Ice Cream Shop”
from Tucson Lifestyle in 2015. Time for you to
swing by and see what all the fuss is about. They
have another location in the ABQ Uptown
shopping center, as well.

Egg & Ice
Do I know what an egg puffle is? No. But do I

want to eat it? Yes, absolutely. The big, puffy,
waffle cones that Egg & Ice (inside the
Coronado Center, 6600 Menaul Blvd. NE)
makes are at least half the draw of this trendy
dessert spot. Order an “egg puffle” and you’ll get
a scoop of ice cream inside one of these giant
cones, along with a whole assortment of
toppings including Pocky sticks, Oreos and
rainbow sprinkles. Or get the snow ice, which
comes in taro, green tea and milk flavors, among
others. Also, everything comes served with a
little shovel to eat with, which is, like, next
level cute. a

ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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BY ROBIN BABB

D
ining and drinking al fresco is one of the

things I look forward to for the whole five

months a year it’s too cold to do so. Eating

outdoors is just magically conducive to slowing

down and thoroughly enjoying your food and

the company you’re sharing it with. It feels

vaguely European and vacation-like. And really,

aren’t we all trying to make our summertime

more vaguely European and vacation-like?
There’s tons of great restaurants, cafés and

bars with outdoor seating throughout the city.
Here’s some of our favorites.

El Patio de Albuquerque 
I mean … Patio is in the name, y’all. In

addition to being one of my favorite places to
go for New Mexican food, El Patio (142
Harvard Dr. SE) has a lovely, tree-shaded front
patio that’s pretty pleasant all day long. Have a
late breakfast of huevos rancheros with endless
coffee refills, or share beers with some friends in
the evening. They occasionally have a musician
playing acoustic tunes out front to set the
mood. Do yourself a favor and get the spinach
enchiladas with a fried egg on top.

Zendo Coffee/Sidetrack Brewing
Zendo Coffee (413 Second Street SW)

shares a back patio with Sidetrack Brewing,
meaning you can transition seamlessly from
your afternoon cold brew drinking into your
afternoon beer drinking. Get yourself an iced
dirty chai and a fortifying pastry or breakfast
burrito at Zendo (while supplies last!) so you
don’t fall over from the caffeine/alcohol

crossfade. There’s also frequently a food truck
parked out front in the evenings to serve dinner
to the bar crowd.

Marble Brewery Downtown
When the weather is nice and it’s a lazy

Sunday afternoon, there’s nowhere else in the
city I’d rather be than on Marble Downtown’s
(111 Marble Ave. NW) rooftop patio. The
views of Downtown and the mountains are
pretty unbeatable, there’s plenty of comfy
seating suited for large groups or one-on-one
affairs and a retractable awning for riding out
those occasional summer showers. There’s also a
totally separate upstairs bar that opens when it
gets busy, so you don’t have to worry so much
about standing in an endless line for your next
beer. There’s some great beachy lounge chairs
on the east side that are perfect for catching
some sun while you sip your brew. Just try not to
fall asleep up there. … Or, if you do, at least ask
one of the servers to wake you up before closing
time. Check out marblebrewery.com to see
what food truck is scheduled to be serving on
any given day. 

Seasons Rotisserie & Grill
The upstairs patio of Seasons (2031

Mountain Rd. NW) is a whole different beast
from the downstairs. It’s much more casual,
with an outdoor kitchen, a separate bar and
frequent live music. When the weather is nice,
the big garage doors open up to make the whole
floor open-air. The views of the Sandias are
killer from the second floor, so make sure to get
there for sunset.

Michael Thomas Coffee
Not all the best patios in the city are

reserved for alcohol consumption. Michael

Thomas Coffee Roaster (202 Bryn Mawr Dr.
SE), tucked into a residential corner of the city
on the largely pedestrian Silver Street, has
wonderful outdoor seating both out front and in
back. The back patio is especially nice for some
quiet and secluded chatting. When the weather
is nice, they’ll even open their big glass garage
door so that the whole place feels like the
outdoors. If you’re a student or a laptop nomad,
this place is a beautiful break from working or
studying at home.

High and Dry Brewing
One of the newer additions to the craft

brewing scene in ABQ, High and Dry Brewing
(529 Adams St. NE) is a quaint little
neighborhood spot with plenty of sunny patio
to lounge on. Their in-house brews typically
don’t stick around long, but they always have a
full tap of guest beers as well, along with a few
wines and Humble coffee. Check out their
Instagram (@highanddrybrew) to see their
schedule of food trucks and events for the week. 

Canteen Brewhouse
I have never actually sat inside of Canteen

Brewhouse (2381 Aztec Rd. NE), because the
patio and its big picnic tables are always too
enticing. The patio is perfect for audiences
when they have live music, but it’s also perfect
for hosting big groups on summer evenings.
There’s an awning and fans to keep the sun and
heat off during the day and string lights to keep
the party going at night. Oh, and you can bring
your doggos here (as long as they’re well-
behaved).

La Cumbre Brewing Company
It’s right off the bike trail. There’s a food

The Patios of Burque
Summertime: when food just tastes better outdoors

truck parked there most nights. Their beers are
some of Albuquerque’s favorites. La Cumbre
Brewing (3313 Girard Blvd. NE) has a lot going
for it, and its fenced-in patio is the cherry on
top. It gets pretty crowded on a weekend
evening, so be prepared to share your table with
some friends you haven’t met yet.

Green Jeans Farmery
Ok, so Green Jeans (3600 Cutler Ave. NE)

is technically a lot of different food and drink
establishments, but they all share their outdoor
seating. Order your food from either Amore
Pizza, Rustic on the Green, Chumly’s
Southwestern or Rockin’ Taco and you can take
a seat in the shaded second story or in the
central patio, where there’s plenty of umbrellas
to keep you cool in the warm months and a gas-
powered fire pit to keep you warm in the winter.
If it’s brews you’re after, head straight to Santa
Fe Brewing and hang out in their private
upstairs balcony, complete with shade and
misters for hot days. You can have your food
delivered up there, too!

Backstreet Grill
I know that most of Old Town is kind of

tourist central, but there are some spots worth
visiting even if you’re a local. Backstreet Grill
(1919 Old Town Rd. NW, Ste. 6) is one of
them. Their menu is filled with tasty Baja-style
dishes like ceviche and fish tacos, they have
plenty of local beers and their patio is spacious
and shady. Perhaps the best part is that
Backstreet is just across the street from Tiguex
Park and right off the parking lot for the
Albuquerque Museum, so you can make a
whole day out of it.  a

Marble Brewery Downtown High and Dry Brewing ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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1945
Stark drama tackles postwar Europe’s Dirty Little Secret

everyone into a tizzy, exposing the long-
accumulating anxieties of everyone in the
village.

The panicked station master tells the cart
driver picking up luggage to stall the
newcomers as long as he can and races off on
his bicycle into town. Hunting down István,
he delivers the shocking news in hushed tones:
“The Jews are here.” At first, of course, viewers
assume the standard anti-Semetic overtones to
the villagers’ reactions. But something else
seems to be at work here. The town isn’t
nearly as bucolic as it would seem on the
surface. Those liberating Russian troops are
treated with deference and fear—like the
occupying army that they are. Shy-looking
bride-to-be Kisrózsi dumped her strapping
former fiancé Jancsi (Tamás Szabó Kimmel) for
a chance to marry into Árpád’s bourgeois
family. Those gold-digging tendencies have
not gone unnoticed by Árpád’s nasty, drug-
addicted mother (Eszter Nagy-Kálózy), either.
Under the surface, things are already very
much on edge here. 

It’s not long before the truth starts to peek
around the corners in this secret-keeping

REEL WORLD
BYDEVIN D. O’LEARY

Heroes at the Library
Sunday Movies! returns to the Patrick J. Baca
Library, better known as the Central and Unser
Library, this Sunday, May 27. From 1:30 to
3:30pm, you can catch a free screening of the
DC superhero team-up Justice League. The film
finds Batman, Wonder Woman, The Flash,
Aquaman and Cyborg joining forces to fight an
extraterrestrial menace. The film is rated PG-13.
The Patrick J. Baca Library is located at 8081
Central Ave. NW.

Budget on the Brain
The New Mexico Film Office’s monthly
Educational Speaker Series returns on
Wednesday, May 30. From 6 to 7pm at the
Joseph Montoya Building’s Bid Room (1100 S.
St. Francis in Santa Fe), film accountant Kerry
Newberry will give a talk on the subject of
“Budgeting & Accounting for the Film Industry.”
She will offer insider shortcuts, bookkeeping tips
and advice from her years working on films and
within the New Mexico Tax Incentive Program.
This event is free and open to the public, but you
must RSVP to guarantee a seat. To reserve a
ticket, go to nmfilm.com/monthly-speaker-
series.aspx.

Drink ’n’ Watch
Flix Brewhouse (3236 La Orilla Road NW) has
done some fun food-and-movie pairings in recent
months. Spaceballs and Back to the Future are
just a couple of the classic flicks to get their own
fan-powered celebrations featuring food, beer
and limited-edition collectables. On Thursday,
May 31 Flix Brewhouse opens the doors on its
most thematically appropriate combo event. The
2006 cult comedy Beerfest came from the
Broken Lizard comedy troupe, makers of the
Super Troopers films. Though set amid the
raucous festivities of a beer-drinking contest in
Munich, the entire film was shot right here in
Albuquerque. Flix has teamed up with
Albuquerque’s industrial-chic brewery, Steel
Bender Brew Yard, for a special brew called
“Schnitz ’N Giggle” Dortmunder Lager, which is
available at the screenings on May 31 (8pm and
8:30pm). A one-night-only menu of themed food
items (we’ll assume German) is also in the offing.
Souvenir pint glasses and a secret giveaway item
go to every ticketed guest as well. Tickets for
this Beer Release and Movie Party are $7 and
can be purchased in advance at
flixbrewhouse.com.

Short-Sleeve Cinema
Congratulations are in order for award-winning,
Santa Fe-based filmmaker Jane Rosemont, who
was just selected to have her newest short film
screened at the 21st Annual Dances With Films
Festival in Los Angeles. “Shirts!” was inspired by
Rosemont’s husband, who has for decades
sought out unusual material for custom-made
shirts. The short finds Dick Rosemont “acting
out” 13 of his most memorable shirt creations.
The short was produced, shot and edited entirely
in Santa Fe in 2017. Rosemont’s past projects
include the 2012 documentary Pie Lady of Pie
Town. “Shirts!” will premiere on Monday, June 11
as part of the Documentary Shorts Program at
Dances With Films. The festival itself runs June 7
through 17 at the TCL Chinese Theaters at
Hollywood & Highland. For more info check out
shirtsshortfilm.com. a

village. Though no supporters of the Nazi
cause, a great many of the locals made out
pretty well during the war, snapping up the
homes, businesses and property of Jewish
people who were shipped off to concentration
camps. Not the least of those ill-gotten gains is
the pharmacy that István owns and where
Árpád works. The fact that the Hassidic
visitors making their way slowly to the village
reportedly have a crate full of perfume with
them only reinforces the fear they’ve come to
reclaim their family business. A bill is coming
due, and there are a lot of people in this
village unwilling to pay up.

Writer-director Ferenc Török (Isztambul,
No Man’s Island) builds this film’s tension
patiently and precisely. Borrowing its movie-
long anticipation from another famous
Western, High Noon, 1945 plays out as an
inevitable march toward an unavoidable
confrontation. The dialogue is minimal and
often incidental. The characters, their
interactions, the backdrop: everything clicks
together with a slow and dreadful
predetermination. Shot in a deeply shadowed
black and white, the film looks almost
ethnographic—like the Dust Bowl
photographs of Dorthea Lange. Add to that
the accurate period production design, the
well-worn costume work and the excellent
ensemble cast (particularly longtime
Hungarian actor Rudolf, who commands the
film, start to finish, with his oily, two-faced
politician’s personality). The sum total is a
hard-hitting historical drama that feels raw
and real and looks beautiful in the most
humble of ways.  a

1945
Written and directed by Ferenc Török

Starring Péter Rudolf, Bence Tasnádi, Dóra

Sztarenki

Unrated; Opens Friday 5/25.

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

T
hough far removed in place and time from
the Western genre, the opening sequence
to Hungarian filmmaker Ferenc Török’s

scab-picking postwar drama 1945 bears a more
than passing resemblance to the opening of
Sergio Leone’s Once Upon a Time in the West.
In that justifiably famous sequence, a group of
shady characters wait silently around a train
station for someone to arrive. Despite the
languor of the duster-wearing mob and the
near-total lack of dialogue, there’s a palpable
tension. Someone is coming. Someone
dangerous. In Leone’s film that long-awaited
train passenger turns out to be Charles
Bronson’s mysterious, harmonica-playing
gunslinger. In 1945 it turns out to be—pause
for dramatic effect—the Jews.

Set in a remote Hungarian village on the
last, lingering edges of World War II, 1945
generates a strong undercurrent of paranoia.
The Allies have dropped their atomic bombs
on Japan, the Russians have “liberated”
Western Europe and the Nazis have retreated
back to Germany. The locals are even
comfortable enough to be celebrating the
impending nuptials of a pretty peasant girl
named Kisrózsi (Dóra Sztarenki) and up-and-
coming young businessman Árpád (Bence
Tasnádi), manager of the local pharmacy and
favored son of domineering village bigwig
István (Péter Rudolf). But the arrival of two
strangers at the train station—somber, bearded
Sámuel Hermann (Iván Angelusz) and his
handsome son (Marcell Nagy)—seems to send

Please don't say what it is you're thinking, mister.
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E
arlier this month the big broadcast TV

networks dumped their unwanted shows in

record numbers—all to make room for a

new crop of sitcoms, reality shows and doctor-

based dramas. It’s known as “Upfront Season,”

and it’s when the networks pitch these new

shows, sight unseen, to advertisers.

Theoretically, this gives the networks an idea

of which shows will be hot in the fall. Or at

least which new lawyer drama Pfizer wants to

advertise Viagra on. So what do the networks

have in store for us later this year? Let’s take a

look.
NBC—The Peacock Network starts out by

transferring just-canceled cop sitcom
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine” (midseason) from
FOX. Of course, since cops can’t solve crimes
without the intervention of someone
magical/psychic/impossibly high-tech, “The
InBetween” (midseason) finds Australian TV
actress Harriet Dyer playing a clarivoyant who
helps LAPD solve crimes by talking to the
dead. Like “Lost” in reverse, “Manifest”
(Mondays, fall) is a mysterious drama about a
missing plane that suddenly reappears five
years later. Amy Poehler produces the
domestic sitcom “I Feel Bad” (Thursdays, fall)
based on the book by Orli Auslander. Jennifer
Carpenter (“Dexter”) stars as a CIA agent-
turned-traitor who is released from a Supermax
prison to help an FBI agent (Morris Chestnut,
“Rosewood”) track down a dangerous criminal
in “The Enemy Within” (midseason). (Think
“The Blacklist,” but genderswapped.) Producer
Mike Schur (“Parks and Recreation”) indulges
his inner “Cheers” with the bar-set sitcom
“Abby’s” (midseason). Dwayne “The Rock”

Johnson produces yet another obstacle course
fitness competition with “The Titan Games.”
(Wednesdays, early 2019). “The Village”
(midseason) is ABC’s attempt to duplicate the
sentimental ensemble drama of “This is Us.”
“The Gilded Age” (2019) is creator Julian
Fellowes’ Americanized copy of “Downton
Abbey.” Finally, doctors do medical stuff in
“New Amsterdam” (Tuesdays, fall).

ABC—“The Fix” (midseason) is a legal
drama based loosely on the life and career of
producer Marcia Clark (yes, that Marcia
Clark). “Grand Hotel” (midseason) is a
primetime soap produced by Eva Longoria,
based on the popular telenovela about a fancy
hotel in Miami. “The Kids Are Alright”
(Tuesdays, fall) is a ’70s-set sitcom about a
large Irish-Catholic family. “A Million Little
Things” (Wednesdays, fall) is a family drama
in the vein of “This Is Us.” Fresh off “Castle,”
star Nathan Fillion transfers directly to
another lighthearted police procedural with
“The Rookie” (Tuesdays, fall). “Schooled”
(midseason) is ’90s-set spinoff of ’80s-set “The
Goldbergs.” “New Girl” producer Liz
Meriwether teams with Taran Killam from
“SNL” for the self-explanatory sitcom “Single
Parents” (Wednesdays, fall). Scott Foley
(“Scandal”) and Lauren Cohan (“The
Walking Dead”) star in the hourlong action-
comedy “Whiskey Cavalier” (midseason),
about an FBI/CIA task force. Weirdly, ABC
has no reboots/remakes, having passed
(perhaps wisely) on “Greatest American Hero”
and “Get Christie Love.” a

Tune in next week for part 2 (CBS, FOX, The CW).

TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX By DEVIN D. O’LEAry

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

famous 1975 film by Peter Weir) The
plot concerns a group of students at an
Australian girls’ school who inexplicably
vanish while on a school trip.

“Phenoms” (KRQEDT2 7pm) FOX’s new
sports series chronicles the lives of
rising world soccer stars, ensuring that
virtually no one born in America will
care.

SATURDAY 26

The Tale (HBO 8pm) Documentary
filmmaker Jennifer Fox (Beirut: The Last
Home Movie, My Reincarnation) writes
and directs this semi-autobiographical
drama about a mother who discovers a
“story” that her adult daughter wrote
when she was 13, detailing a troubling
relationship with two of her teachers.
Laura Dern, Ellen Burstyn and Jason
Ritter star.

SUNDAY 27

“The Break with Michelle Wolf” (Netflix
streaming anytime) Hot off her gig at
the White House Correspondents
Dinner, former “Daily Show” contributor
Michelle Wolf gets her own topical
comedy gig.

“The Fourth Estate” (Showtime
5:30pm) In this behind-the-scenes
documentary series, The New York
Times works to cover the Trump
Administration during its first 100 days.

“Finding Bigfoot: Return of the Legend”
(Animal Planet 6pm) Oh, thank God!
AnPlan’s docu-reality show finally
returns for a 10th season. Now Matt
Moneymaker and crew can get back to
the serious work of not finding Bigfoot.

MONDAY 28

“Casey Anthony’s Parents Speak”
(A&E 6pm) It’s been 10 years.
Maybe they remembered
something.

TUESDAY 29

“Arrested Development” (Netflix
streaming anytime) Twelve years
after being canceled by FOX and a
mere five years after getting
revived by Netflix, we finally get the
loooong-awaited fifth season. Who
killed Lucille Ostero? We’ll find out
… later this year when the second
half of this season premieres.

“100 Code” (WGN 8pm) Dominic
Monaghan (the Lord of the Rings
trilogy) and Michael Nyqvist (The
Girl With the Dragon Tattoo) star in
this Swedish-American buddy cop
drama about a New York detective
and a Stockholm investigator who
suspect a series of serial killings in
both cities may be linked.

WEDNESDAY 30

“Reverie” (KOB-4 9pm) In this 10-
episode summer sci-fi series, a
former hostage negotiator (Sarah
Shahi from “Person of Interest”) is
hired to rescue a bunch of people
stuck in an advanced virtual-reality
simulation.

“The Americans” (FX 11pm)After
six seasons of suburban
espionage, FX’s ’80s-set Russian
spy drama says do svidanya.a

THURSDAY 24

“Celebrity Ninja Warrior: Red Nose
Day” (KOB-4 7pm) It’s Red Nose Day.
Something about wearing clown noses
and raising money for sick kids. NBC
celebrates with a night of Red Nose
Day-centric programming, starting with
a celebrity edition of “American Ninja
Warrior.” Wrestler Nikki Bella, dancer
Derek Hough, rapper Ne-Yo and actor
Gregg Sulkin are among the celebs
tackling the infamous obstacle course. 

“Terrence Howard’s Fright Club”
(KRQEDT2 7pm) I mean, who didn’t
see a Terrence Howard-based hidden
camera prank show coming?

FRIDAY 25

“Steve Martin and Martin Short: An
Evening You Will Forget For The Rest
Of Your Life” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Longtime pals Steve and
Marty recently got together for a
comedy tour, which Netflix was nice
enough to record for those of us who
couldn’t get tickets.

“Picnic at Hanging Rock” (Amazon
Streaming anytime) Natalie Dormer
(“Game of Thrones”) stars in this
Australian series, based on the book
by Joan Lindsay (and made into a

Upfront About it
Networks hawk new shows

NEW MEXICO
August 4, 2018
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Chewbacca and acquiring the Millennium Falcon
from suave gambler Lando Calrissian (a perfectly
cast Donald Glover). This tries to explain a lot of
things that didn’t really need explaining and
can’t possibly be all things to all fans—neverthe-
less, its an entertaining romp full of energy and
action. 135 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Thursday
5/24 at Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

STILL PLAYING

Avengers: Infinity War
Marvel Studios folds together characters from
just about every comic book franchise it’s got for
one giant-sized, free-for-all brawl. When power-
mad alien conquerer Thanos (Josh Brolin) tries
to unite the six Infinity Gems, The Avengers,
Black Panther, Doctor Strange, Spider-Man and
the Guardians of the Galaxy must join forces to
stop him from using them to wipe out half the
life in the universe. Anything you can say about
this counts as a spoiler. It’s certainly not the
best entry point for the Marvel Cinematic, relying
on 10 years of backstory and setup. But it is a
surprising, satisfying and shockingly dark capper
to this second phase of the MCU. 149 minutes.
PG-13. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Blockers
Three teenage girls make a pact to lose their vir-
ginity on prom night in what is essentially a re-
working of every teen sex comedy since Porky’s.
However, by concentrating on the panicked par-
ents (Leslie Mann, John Cena, Ike Barinholtz)
scouring the town to prevent their daughters’ de-
flowering, the film finds a fresh outlet for the
raunchy outlandishness. There’s all the usual
sex, drugs and booze on display, but it’s aimed
sharply at the hypocritical (and mostly mis-
placed) Puritanism of the adults in the room.
102 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

Book Club
Everybody loves a movie about sassy old ladies!
… Especially other old ladies. … Well, mostly just
other old ladies. Here, an A-list group of seniors
(Diane Keaton, Jane Fonda, Candice Bergen,
Mary Steenburgen) reads 50 Shades of Grey at
its monthly book club meeting, inspiring several

OPENING THIS WEEK

1945
Reviewed this issue. 91 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Friday 5/25 at High Ridge)

Alivestock
This shot-in-New-Mexico neo-Western short stars
Ama Zathura as a young Mexican woman who
must fight for her life and freedom when murder-
ous cowboys (Justin Reichert, Dominic Martinez)
attempt to sell her like livestock. Director Antoni
Marquez and several of the actors will be on
hand for a post-film Q&A. 45 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Saturday 5/26 at Guild Cinema)

Beast
The romantic thriller genre gets an indie film
makeover courtesy of this engrossing British
drama. While living on an isolated island, an in-
tense young woman (Jessie Buckley) finds her-
self drawn to an enigmatic outsider (Johnny
Flynn)—who may or may not be a serial killer. The
setup sounds like a cliché, but the story’s actu-
ally inspired by a real-life British tabloid story.
First-time writer-director adds a lot of flair to the
proceedings, and there’s some dangerously good
chemistry between the two leads (both young
London stage vets). 107 minutes. R. (Opens Fri-
day 5/25 at High Ridge)

Beerfest
From the Broken Lizard comedy team (makers of
Super Troopers and ... The Dukes of Hazzard, but
we’ll ignore that for now) comes this raucous
2005 laugher about a team of determined
drinkers that travels to Oktoberfest in Germany.
There, they uncover a centuries-old secret com-
petition, the Olympics of beer guzzling. And
these boys aren’t leaving until the crown rests in
American hands. Boobies and substance
abuse—how can you go wrong? 110 minutes. R.
(Opens Thursday 5/31 at Flix Brewhouse)

Despicable Me
Steve Carell gives good voice to this CGI toon
about a scheming supervillain plotting to steal
the moon. When a nerdy rival (Jason Segel)
usurps some of his villainous thunder, our main
bad dude adopts a trio of cute orphan girls as
part of his evil plan. Of course, the twist in the
tale is he turns out to be a fine father. The film is
in danger of becoming terminally cute, but it’s
saved by some genuinely sweet characterization,
plenty of funny jokes and a bunch of scene-
stealing sidekicks who look like little yellow jelly
beans. Part of “Illumination Week.” (That’s the
company that made it.) Reviewed in v19 i27. 95
minutes. PG. (Opens Friday 5/25 at Century Rio)

Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax
The French animators who gave us Despicable
Me return with another imaginative effort. Of
course, screenwriters scribble madly to flesh out
Dr. Seuss’ slim ecological fable. Fans can debate
these additions to their heart’s content. At the
end of the day, the tale of a young lad (Ed
Helms) trying to get rich quick by denuding a
forest while being harangued by a “mystical and
slightly annoying guardian of the forest” (Danny
DeVito) is a solid one. Part of “Illumination
Week.” (That’s the company that made it.) 94
minutes. PG. (Opens Friday 5/25 at Century Rio)

Grease
You can’t go wrong with this nostalgic 1978 mu-
sical featuring John Travolta in a leather jacket
and—ultimately—Olivia Newton-John in leather
as well. Feel free to sing along to “There Are
Worse Things I Could Do.” 110 minutes. PG-13.
(Sunday 5/27 at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Let the Sunshine In
Juliette Binoche (hey, it’s either her or Isabelle
Huppert) stars in this romantic sorta-comedy for

noted French director Claire Denis (Chocolat, I
Can’t Sleep, Beau Travail, White Material). She
plays an unhappily divorced artist navigating the
pitfalls of midlife dating. It’s light, loose and ro-
mantic—but underneath the surface is some
pointed, painful commentary on how men treat
women and how women treat themselves. 96
minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 5/25 at Guild
Cinema)

ROOT
This feature-length film, set within a series of
“dreamscapes,” takes viewers through a 13-part
narrative set in the Mountain West and South-
west. The mixture of experimental and documen-
tary filmmaking, music video and silent film
comes from Denver-based
artist/musician/writer/poet/filmmaker Adrian H.
Molina and writer/herbalist/Afrofuturist Sheree
Brown. 60 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Sunday
5/27 at Guild Cinema)

The Secret Life of Pets
In this manic, animated comedy, a New York City
terrier named Max regularly invites his animal
friends to hang out at his place while their own-
ers are away at work. Max’s happy life is inter-
rupted one day, though, when his owner adopts
a stray mutt whom Max instantly dislikes. The
slim story is borrowed from any number of
Warner Bros. cartoons in which evil dogcatchers
chase innocent animals around the city. But the
characters are funny and engaging. Part of “Illu-
mination Week.” (That’s the company that made
it.) 90 minutes. PG. (Opens Friday 5/25 at Cen-
tury Rio)

Sing
When a fast-talking, showbiz-loving koala finds
his once-glorious theater threatened with fore-
closure, he comes up with the idea of hosting an
amateur singing competition. Although “Ameri-
can Idol” would seem like slight inspiration for a
family film, the script conjures up quite a bit of
sympathy for its anthropomorphic pigs, hedge-
hogs, gorillas and mice. Amid the comedy hijinks
and the rather impressive songs, we get a lot of
compelling backstory, telling us what brings each
of these animalistic contestants to this particu-
lar grab at glory. Part of “Illumination Week.”
(That’s the company that made it.) 108 minutes.
PG. (Opens Friday 5/25 at Century Rio)

Solo: A Star Wars Story
Here we are treated to the first solo (so to
speak) origin story for a Star Wars character.
Alden Ehrenreich (Stoker) stars as the cocky
young flyboy Han Solo, meeting his future copilot

comic sexual shenanigans. Relax, ladies, it’s a
terrible, terrible book. PG-13. (Century Rio, Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Breaking In
For whatever contrived reasons, a mother with
two children can’t contact the police or get help
when violent home invaders break into her “im-
penetrable” high-tech house and take her kids
hostage. So she’s got to go all Liam Neeson on
their asses. Gabriel Union (Bring it On, Almost
Christmas) stars, James McTeigue (V for
Vendetta, Ninja Assassin) directs. 88 minutes.
PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16)

Deadpool 2
Foul-mouthed (and frequently ultraviolent) vigi-
lante Deadpool (Ryan Reynolds) returns for an-
other R-rated outing. This time around, stung by
tragedy, our anti-hero decides he needs a family.
He fast-tracks it by “adopting” a hot-headed
young mutant kid (Julian Dennison from Hunt for
the Wilderpeople), who is being hunted down by
a pissed-off cyborg from the future (Josh Brolin).
The plot is much less important than the wacky
asides and rude jokes, which are amped up
even from the 2016 original. Reviewed in v27
i20. 119 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Century 14
Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brew-
house, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Disobedience
A woman (Rachel Weisz) returns to her orthodox
Jewish community in London after being
shunned for her sexual preferences—but soon
finds herself attracted to a childhood friend
(Rachel McAdams). Sebastián Lelio (Gloria, A
Fantastic Woman) directs his first English lan-
guage effort with this melancholy romantic
drama about faith and sexuality. 114 minutes. R.
(Century 14 Downtown)

I Feel Pretty
Amy Schumer stars in this romantic comedy
about an ordinary, insecure woman who conks
her head in spin class and suddenly develops
the self-confidence of the most beautiful woman
on Earth—even though she’s still ordinary look-
ing. It’s all about, you know, how appearances
don’t matter. Multigenerational supermodels
Emily Ratajkowski, Naomi Campbell and Lauren
Hutton are there to drive home the point. 110
minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

Solo: A Star Wars Story
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Show Dogs
Max, a “macho” Rottweiler police dog is ordered
to go undercover as a primped-up show dog at a
prestigious dog show in order to avert a disas-
trous crime. … Yes, this live-action comedy—from
the director who gave us Home Alone 3, Big
Momma’s House and Beverly Hills Chihuahua—is
basically Miss Congeniality with a canine in-
stead of Sandra Bullock. Ludacris, Alan Cum-
ming, Stanley Tucci, Gabriel Iglesias, Shaquille
O’Neal and RuPaul provide various dog voices.
92 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Century 14 Down-
town, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

SECOND RUN

Black Panther
Prince T’Challa (Chadwick Boseman) returns to
the high-tech African nation of Wakanda to as-
cend its throne in the wake of his father’s death
(as seen in Captain America: Civil War). Re-
viewed in v27 i8. 134 minutes. PG-13. (AMC Al-
buquerque 12, Movies 8, Movies West)

Game Night
A group of friends (Jason Bateman, Rachel
McAdams, Michael C. Hall and Chelsea Pertetti

among them) meet up for a murder mystery
party. Unfortunately things turn unexpectedly
real and the host is kidnapped, leaving his
guests to figure out what the heck is going on.
100 minutes. R. (Movies West)

Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle
This belated sequel to 1995’s Jumanji finds a
bunch of teens discovering an ancient, mystical
video game version of Jumanji. Naturally, they try
it out and get transported inside the game itself.
The joke this time around is that they end up in
the “bodies” of some stereotypical video game
avatars (played by Dwayne Johnson, Kevin Hart,
Jack Black and Karen Gillan). 119 minutes. PG-
13. (Movies 8)

Pacific Rim Uprising
It’s been 10 years since the events of the origi-
nal Pacific Rim (cinematically speaking). Now it’s
up to Jake Pentecost (John Boyega from Star
Wars: The Last Jedi), son of hard-nosed hero
Stacker Pentecost (Idris Elba, who ate it in the
original), to save the world with his giant robot.
111 minutes. PG-13. (Movies West, Movies 8)

Paul, Apostle of Christ
If you’re one of those old-fashioned Christians
who prefer their religious films unabashedly Bib-
lical, here’s a straight-up New Testament cos-
tume drama. James Faulkner (“Game of
Thrones”) is the man, the myth, the epistle-writer
himself. 108 minutes. PG-13. (Movies West)

Sherlock Gnomes
Johnny Depp provides the voice for Sherlock
Gnomes, a ceramic detective hired to investigate
the mysterious disappearance of a bunch of gar-
den gnomes in this animated sequel to 2011’s
Gnomeo & Juliet. 86 minutes. PG. (Movies 8,
Movies West)

Tomb Raider
The popular video game character last embod-
ied by Angelina Jolie gets a reboot in this “pre-
quel” starring Alicia Vikander (Ex Machina, The
Danish Girl). Here, the young Lara Croft goes
looking for her fortune-hunting father after he
disappears on a mysterious, trap-filled island.
118 minutes. PG-13. (Movies 8)

Traffik
Paula Patton and Omar Epps star in this throw-
back exploitation thriller (from Codeblack Films)
about an urban couple who head out to the
mountains for a romantic weekend and end up
accosted by a vicious biker gang. 96 minutes. R.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

Truth or Dare
In this standard dose of PG-13 supernatural hor-
ror, a group of young people gets caught up in a
seemingly harmless game of Truth or Dare—only
to find that someone, or something, is punishing
those who tell a lie or refuse the dare. 100 min-
utes. PG-13. (Movies 8, Movies West)

A Wrinkle in Time
In this adaptation of Madeleine L’Engle’s beloved
junior sci-fi novel, a stubborn 13-year-old goes
on a trippy quest through time and space look-
ing for her astrophysicist father who has been
sucked into a “tesseract. 109 minutes. PG.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

Life of the Party
When her husband abruptly asks for a divorce, a
middle-aged wife and mother (Melissa Mc-
Carthy) goes all Old School, reenrolling in col-
lege to complete her degree. There, her
out-of-date hijinks become a source of much
embarrassment for her daughter. 105 minutes.
PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Overboard
Anna Faris (“Mom”) and Spanglish comedy star
Eugenio Derbez (Instructions Not Included, How
to Be a Latin Lover) star in this gender-flipped
remake of the 1987 Goldie Hawn/Kurt Russell
rom-com. This time around she’s the poor, mis-
treated contractor and he’s the spoiled rich
yacht owner suffering from amnesia. That counts
as clever in today’s Hollywood. 112 minutes. PG-
13. (Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Century 14 Downtown,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque)

Pope Francis: A Man of His Word
For some reason avant-garde German filmmaker
Wim Wenders (Wings of Desire, Until the End of
the World) directs this documentary about Pope
Francis traveling the world delivering his “mes-
sage of hope.” In English, Italian, French, Span-
ish and German with English subtitles. 96
minutes. Unrated. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema)

A Quiet Place
Normally comedic actor John Krasinski (“The Of-
fice”) directs this emotional, eerily minimalist
horror thriller (and stars in it alongside wife
Emily Blunt). After the Earth is invaded and
nearly decimated by creatures that hunt by
sound, a tight-knit family is forced to live on the
run (and in total silence). When mom gets preg-
nant, the terrified parents’ (rather justified) over-
protectiveness is tested to the limit. 90 minutes.
PG-13. (Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16)

Rampage
Rampage, the plotless 1986 arcade game in
which a giant lizard, a giant wolf and a giant ape
smash up various generic cityscapes, gets the
feature film treatment. Dwayne “The Rock” John-
son (who starred in 2005’s videogamer Doom)
headlines as a primatologist (sure, why not?)
who befriends an extraordinarily intelligent ape
who grows to giant size, meets up with some
other oversized monsters and destroys stuff. 107
minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque
12, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

RBG
Much-admired Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsberg gets the biopic treatment with
this look into her life and work. Not just a tribute
to the energetic life of one tough, smart, even-
tempered lady, the documentary also stands as
a monument to her legacy of precedent-setting
legal writing. 98 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Guild
Cinema)

Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058
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SONIC REDUCER
BYAUGUST MARCH

Mountainhead
Act Natural

(Empty House Studios)

Act Natural is one of
those singular works that
doesn’t attempt to sound
like anything else you’ve
heard before. Sure, the
Eastern-style guitar
riffing on the opening
track, “Egyptian Ratscrew” might have traces of
Dick Dale’s worldly influence layered in-
between crunchy, scratchy guitar moments
interlaced with spooky vocalizations that come
outta nowhere, but overall this work is unique—
genre- and sound-wise, as far as local rock
outfits go. Among all of this guitar-centered
diversity, listeners will find heavy jazz chordage,
bitchin’ slap bass (“Bushido Slap Kick”) and
mystically translucent melodies, as on closer,
“Moon.” It all drifts together with an
authenticity that’s hard to find in today’s over-
produced, super-deriviative rock music scene. 

Foster Dog
Bean Room Basement

(Self-Released)

I really like how the first
track on this punk rock
extravaganza, “Smells
Like Splat” comes off like
a hidden track from
GodWeenSatan, all full of
Lemmy-esque vocals
and restrained Stratocaster droolings. After
that, it’s full speed ahead to epic tuneage like
“Out of Control Rollerblader,” a tussling, tripped
out adventure complete with paradiddles and lo-
fi chanting that refers to said rollerblader even
as the whole scenario, narrative and all, comes
apart at the seams. There’s enough rock-
referential material on this recording (from early
Descendents to FIDLAR) to keep music nerds
busy for days, and this record is buoyed by some
fine self-reflection too, as evidenced by the final
track, “Berkinstocks and Socks.” Brighton
Beach awaits, sabes?

Beryllium With Gold
Into The Galactic Sea

(Self-Released)

At some point while
navigating that rocanrol
lifestyle, you’re going to
need to chill out, amirite?
Well, do I have the record
for you: It’s Into The
Galactic Sea for you and
your ilk, fellow rockers!
There is some mighty fine, dream-inspiring, life-
questioning, flowing through the universe
casually, mightily—and I might add, mostly
happily—guitar playing on this five-track
wonder that takes listeners from places one
might not go if not prompted by an underlying
craving for peace and understanding. At some
point, the proceedings, followed as they are by
airy, distant vocalizations, urge one away from
the world as it is to a place that attempts beauty
without ego. Favorite tracks on this monster-
relaxer: “Galaxy,” “Giant” and “Dust.” That last
track supposes a universal end, but is really just
a call for more joy. a

MUSIC | SHow UP!

Here Comes Your Band
Big shake to the land that’s enchanted

BY AUGUST MARCH

“O
utside there’s a box car waiting/
Outside the family stew/ Out by the’
fire breathing/ Outside we wait ’til

face turns blue/ I know the nervous walking/ I
know the dirty beard hangs/ Out by the box
car waiting/ Take me away to nowhere plains/
There is a wait so long/ You’ll never wait so
long/ Here comes your man” … An example
of the cryptic lyricism of Charles Michael
Kittridge Thompson IV, otherwise known as
Black Francis. He had a band called Pixies.

In the before time I worked at the Guild
Cinema as a projectionist. The joint had a
sister theater, called Don Pancho’s Art
Cinema, near the corner of Central and Buena
Vista. There was a laundromat next door to
Don Pancho’s, it was called Saint Germaine’s
Violent Flame. Serio. Next door to the Guild
was a Chinese Restaurant called China
Garden, where they served a muy classico
combination of Mexican and Chinese food.
As it turned out, a few of the folks who
worked at these movie theaters went on to
work at Weekly Alibi. One of them was the
fellow who introduced me to a band called
Pixies via a cassette tape he played incessantly
between shows on the house PA. 

I mention this because the phenomenon I
describe here helped changed things up in
Burque. A new sound in town followed in its
wake, as more and more people heard the
mixtapes being played from the projection
booths at the Guild and Don Pancho’s. Thus,
for realz indie rock came into its own in
Burque at the end of the ’80s, as the cover
band/yacht rock scene propagated by Joe
Bufalino and John Cline came to its end and
young folks started forming bands with names
like Gargantuans and Ant Farmers in their
stead.

Thursday and Friday
What would a Thursday or Friday night be
without some horrorcore or horrific metal
music to remind one of the noisy futility of
life?

El Diablo Fest 5 happens on Thursday,
May 24 and Friday, May 25. The Thursday
night event is all about hardcore and
horrorcore hip-hop, featuring acts like The
Warlock and Animaliztic. And damned if
Friday night doesn’t roll just as darkly as the
river whose journey to the underworld it
mimicks, too. Look forward to metallic
rocanrol performances by Warlike Wolves,
Skeletons in the Closet and Demogorgon.
Leo’s Nightclub (1119 Candelaria NW) is the
site for this yearly trip down the Styx. You
have my permission to hum the chorus from
N.I.B. as you proceed to rock the fuck out. $8
to $14; $15 at the door • Doors 5pm (Both
days) • Re-Entry allowed • BBQ 5:30pm
(Both days) • $2 (Per plate) • 21+.

Friday Part I
Mano, are you going to have trouble keeping
up with the plethora of local, legacy-worthy
music unloading itself on the scene here on
this Friday, May 25. But give it a shot anyway.
You have nothing to lose and music to gain,
after all.

The Launchpad (618 Central Ave. SW)
features a concert by MountainHead, a very
interesting duo whose output hinges on an
experimentalism based in absorbing,
destroying, reconfiguring and jamming out to
various musical tropes, some very exotic
indeed. MountainHead’s new recording is
called Act Natural. It totally rocks and it’s
reviewed in this issue, so check it out homies!
But please note that this is the last gig for the
aforementioned sonic wizards, so your
attendance is damn important. Fad Vandals,
Voodoo Kid and Treehouse Basement open.
9pm • No Cover • 21+.

Friday Part II
Meanwhile, just up the road at Moonlight
Lounge (120 Central Ave. SW), a grip of
garage-born indie pop-rockers with cred to
burn and chops that compare to first
generation progenitors like say, The Drags,
perform rock and roll rituals on Friday, May
25.

Get Action!, the project of long-time
Burque rock-master Ashley Floyd (winner of
the 2018 Editor’s Choice prize in our vaunted
Best of Burque Music reader’s poll) will be
joined on stage for a rollicking recital that also
features Shitty and the Terribles and Full
Speed Veronica. That’s some bill for a
Lincoln, kids. 8pm • $5 • 21+.

Saturday
If you are feeling a bit heavy after all that
action you got on Thursday and Friday, then
here is an opportunity to kick back, relax and
praise Jah down by the cool banks of el Rio
Grande. The New Mexico Department of
Cultural Affairs presents Reggae by the River
on Saturday, May 26.

This relaxingly jammed out event happens
at the Coronado Historic Site (485 Kuaua Rd.,
Bernalillo, N.M.) and features two very decent
local world beat influenced ensembles, Mala
Maña and Native Roots.

The former groupo musical features Alyson
Steinman, Chava, Lydia Garcia, Lupe
Mendoza, Teresa Guevara, Carolina Acuña and
Joseph General performing cumbia, reggaeton
and merengue-laced tunes. The latter,
headlining conjunto is dedicated to the sound
and spirit invoked when Native American and
reggae music are magically and musically
mixed. Musician/composer John Williams and
vocalist/lyricist Shkeme Garcia are the souls
behind that effort. This mini music fiesta by
the river also includes arts and crafts booths,
food trucks and a beer garden. 2pm doors • $7
in advance; $10 at the door • All-ages

Sunday
Stay home, rest and stretch your musical
horizons by listening to and comparing 

• the works of Debussy vis-a-vis those of the
Bill Evans Trio!

• Death Grips vs. Oakland experimental
jazzers/noise rockers Black Spirituals …

• The sounds of springtime blossoming all
around you.

Rock on. a

Get Action! COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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THURSDAY MAY 24
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOMAustin Van • country •
6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE The Deal • jam, funk, rock • 6pm • FREE

DIRTY BOURBON The Tylor Brandon Band • acoustic, country •
9pm

EFFEX NIGHT CLUB ALCHEMY • goth, electro, industrial, ’80s •
9pm • FREE • 21+

FILLING PHILLY’S Spankey Lee • folk, jazz, pop, blues, mellow
rock • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Ladies’ Night •
Severo y Grupo Fuego • Latin, Spanish • 8pm • FREE • 21+

LEO’S NIGHTCLUB El Diablo Fest • Dmize • horrorcore • Cali One •
Ace Virtuoso • rap, hip-hop, R&B, soul • The Profit • 5pm • $8-$14 •
21+

POSH NIGHTCLUB DJ Ohm • hip-hop, EDM, hardstyle • 10pm •
21+

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Bardo • classical guitar • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Beth Lee and The Break Ups •
rock ’n’ roll • 8pm • FREE • 21+

FRIDAY MAY 25
THE BARELAS EVENT CENTER Southbound • Darken the Day •
heavy metal • When Darkness Falls • Everything Burns • 6:30pm •
$10

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Paper Anthem •
variety • 4:30pm • Chill • singer-songwriter, tropical rock, folk, pop •
7:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Ryan Hutchins •
variety • 5:30pm • Regulators • rock • 8:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BRIXENS Leah Leyva and The Band • pop, blues, rock • 9pm • FREE

DIRTY BOURBON Brahma • country • 9pm

DRAFTY KILT BREWING COMPANY Ultimate Comedy FightClub
8 • Nicholas Starr • Fred Hawkes • Mateo • Robert Eyster • 8pm • $5

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Blu Sol • dance,
variety • 9pm • FREE • 21+

HOTEL ANDALUZ Tracey Whitney • classic jazz, soul • 9pm • • 10pm •
FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD MountainHead • experimental, ambient • 9pm

LAZY LIZARD GRILL, Cedar Crest Odd Dog • classic rock • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

LEO’S NIGHTCLUB El Diablo Fest • Decapitation of a New Day •
Blood Wolf • death metal • Divided Inside • Demogorgon • 5pm •
$8-$14 • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Get Action! • Shitty and the Terribles • garage •
Full Speed Veronica • indie, pop rock • DJ Riff Rat • new wave, glam,
goth • 8pm

NICK & JIMMY’S Luvin’ Life Duo • variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Valerie James Duo • rock, funk,
blues • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SANDBAR BREWERY AND GRILL Blue Water Highway • country •
9pm

SISTER Cults • indie • 9pm

YANNI’S AND LEMONI BAR AND GRILL Frank’s Jazz Heads • swing •
7:30pm • FREE • 21+

SATURDAY MAY 26
B2B2 TAPROOM Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz •
6:30pm • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Jon Seusy • variety •
4:30pm • Beg, Borrow and Steal • variety • 7:30pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Ancient Bones •
classic rock, folk • 5:30pm • Casey and Remnants • blues • 8:30pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

BRIXENS Shane Wallin • singer-songwriter • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE COOPERAGE DJ Salsa • salsa • 9:30pm • $5 • 21+

Calendar |MusiC

MUSIC

CALENDAR

DIRTY BOURBON Shawn Brooks • country • 9pm

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Blu Sol • dance,
variety • 9pm • FREE • 21+

HOTEL ANDALUZ Tracey Whitney • classic jazz, soul • 9pm • • 10pm •
FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Holly Rebelle’s High School Reunion • Tito Bonito •
Mr. Valdez • Mustand Monroe • burlesque, boylesque, variety •
8pm • $15 • 21+ • See Event Horizon

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Silver Crow Asylum • Americana • 8pm

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT DJ Dmonic • funk,
dance • 9:30pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER KGB Fetish and Masquerade Ball • DJ Brad Cole • 9pm •
$10-$15 • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Cuco • dream pop, Latin, post rock, indie •
8pm • $15-$18 • ALL-AGES!

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Paul Hunton • singer-songwriter,
variety, indie, Americana • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Selena Covers • Casey Mraz •
rock, soul, pop, Latin • Amanda Machon • 1pm • FREE • 21+

YANNI’S AND LEMONI BAR AND GRILL SWAG Trio • jazz, blues •
7:30pm • FREE • 21+

SUNDAY MAY 27
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE The Tumbleweeds • bluegrass • 4pm • FREE

FRESH BISTRO Spankey Lee • folk, jazz, pop, blues, mellow rock •
10am • FREE • ALL-AGES!

O’NIELL’S PUB, Northeast Heights A Tribute to The Beatles •
classic rock • 4pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Blues Jam • open mic • 3pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

SUNSHINE THEATER Chon • Polyphia • progressive rock • TTNG •
indie • Tricot • 7pm • 13+

MONDAY MAY 28
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho The Cajon
Brothers • rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Singing Pilgrims •
folk, country • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Daikaiju • The Timewreckers • cosmic country • Shrewd •
Blitzar • 8pm • $5 • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Bitter Suns • rock • The Sex On TV • The
MANICS • Rational Dads • hardcore punk • 9pm

SISTER Palberta • alternative, indie • Ten High • 8pm

STEEL BENDER BREWYARD Royal Hills Duet • oldies • 1pm •
ALL-AGES!

TUESDAY MAY 29
JAM SPOT Merkules • hip-hop • ET • Big-O • Animaliztik • Masta of
Ceremoniez • Lifetime Hustle • 8pm • $20

LAUNCHPAD Hawthorne Heights • rock • Listener • Hotel Books •
Sienna Skies • Heavy things • 7pm • 13+

O’NIELL’S PUB, Northeast Heights Open Mic Comedy Hosted
by AJ and Greg • 9pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Moonshine Blind • Saddle of Southern Darkness • Dig
Deep • 10pm • FREE

WEDNESDAY MAY 30
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BRIXENS Kevin Cummings Jr. • guitar • 6:30pm • FREE

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Boop Karaoke •
7pm • FREE • 21+

HYATT REGENCY DOWNTOWN Franc Chiwiwi’s Latin Jazz Allstars •
Latin jazz • 6pm • FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Hoise • The Dimensions • punk • Sing Down the Moon •
Anna Mall • Ermine • 8pm

MYKONOS CAFÉ & TAVERNA Luvin’ Life Duo • variety • 6pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Loungy Wednesdays • variety •
6pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Jamey Geston • singer-song-
writer • 8pm • FREE • 21+

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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BAkeD gooDs | CANNABis News By joshuA Lee

Calling All
Bandwagoneers

Former attorney general comments on

cannabis

I
keep catching myself quoting The Invisibles.
“The world’s getting more like us every day.”
It’s everything I’ve ever hoped for. In 2016, a
poll conducted by Research & Polling, Inc.
found that 61 percent of New Mexicans
were in support of legalizing and taxing
cannabis at the time. Earlier this year, a
Pew Research Center survey found the
same magic number—61 percent—of
Americans support it. Longtime
opponents of cannabis legalization, like
former speaker of the House John
Boehner, are suddenly reversing
their stances.
Just last week: Former Attorney

General under the Obama
administration Eric Holder told a
reporter for NY1 that he’d never seen any
evidence that cannabis was addictive and that
the plant should be removed from the list of
scheduled drugs under the Controlled
Substances Act.
This goes a long way toward explaining the

leniency shown to states like Colorado and
Washington during the Obama years—when
Holder was in charge of policy toward federal
enforcement of cannabis laws. During the
interview, he said states should be allowed to
“experiment.” He referenced his time as
attorney general, saying his department gave the
states a chance to be “laboratories” to test the
idea out by not interfering. “I think if you allow
the states to experiment,” he said, “we’ll
ultimately come to a national consensus about
what it is and what to do in regard to
marijuana.”
Those words were most likely spoken with

the knowledge that the majority of states
currently have laws granting access to legal
cannabis in some form—either medical or
recreational—or have at least decriminalized
possession. I can’t speak for Holder, but I’ve
watched the clip repeatedly with the sound off
while staring into his eyes. I’m pretty sure this
was a wink from the old fox in support of
legalization. Exciting, because Holder said he
was considering running for president in 2020
during an interview with MSNBC. And that
makes me think cannabis legalization will be a
major issue the next time the circus comes to
town. We might even see major candidates that
publicly support it.
Holder dropped some other big statements

during the NY1 interview that will surely
become the new favorite quote for cannabis
advocates. “We need to move marijuana from
Schedule I, so research can be done. It is
classified now on the same level as heroin is, and
clearly that is inappropriate.” It was Holder’s job
to uphold the laws which listed cannabis as a
Schedule I drug (substances that have no
accepted medical value and a potential for
abuse)—quite an endorsement. 

Wildest of all was his reaction to a question
concerning addiction and the “negative” effects
of cannabis. With a crease in his brow and a
slightly dismissive tone, he answered, “Yeah, I’ve
never seen any scientific evidence that points
you to concerns about addiction through
the use of marijuana.”
Hi-o!

Dispensary Donates to
Local Research

Last week, a check for $2,000
was donated to the University of
New Mexico by Ultra Health and

a group of producers to help fund
medical cannabis research. 
The money, collected through a

raffle held by Ultra Health, went into a
research fund started by associate professor in
UNM’s Department of Psychology Doctor Jacob
Vigil and assistant professor in the UNM
Department of Economics Sarah See Stith, to
help squeeze some needed cash into a
controversial field. According to KRQE, the
legal status of cannabis has made it hard to get
the necessary funding required for continued
scientific research on its medical efficacy.
Vigil has managed to publish studies,

however, like the often cited “Associations
between medical cannabis and prescription
opioid use in chronic pain patients” which made
headlines last year for finding that medical
cannabis patients suffering from chronic pain
were able to significantly reduce their use of
prescribed opioids.
UNM researchers are reportedly working on

studies analyzing cannabis’ use for treating
veterans suffering from PTSD and cancer.

N.M. Drug Problems Abound
WalletHub recently published a report

ranking New Mexico the state with the sixth-
largest drug problem in the nation.
The report compared all 50 states and the

District of Columbia, comparing metrics like
number of opioid pain reliever prescriptions,
overdose deaths per capita, number of substance
abuse treatment facilities and percentage off
teenage users, among others. The report
considered “illicit” substances (cannabis being
among them) as well as prescription drugs.
According to the report, New Mexico ranked
third highest for percentage of teenage drug
users, and fifth for highest number of teens
offered illicit drugs at school. We were also
ranked number 13 for drug overdose deaths per
capita and number 28 for both opioid pain
reliever prescriptions per capita.
Data for the report came from a number of

sources, including the US Census Bureau, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the
DEA and the FBI. a
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Free Will Astrology | Horoscopes by rob brezsny

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The Aries poet Anna
Kamiéska described the process of writing as akin to
“the backbreaking work of hacking a footpath, as in a
coal mine; in total darkness, beneath the earth.”
Whether or not you’re a writer, I’m guessing that your
life might have felt like that recently. Your progress has
been slow and the mood has been dense and the light
has been dim. That’s the tough news. The good news is
that I suspect you will soon be blessed with flashes of
illumination and a semi-divine intervention or two. After
that, your work will proceed with more ease. The mood
will be softer and brighter. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):Do you know what
you are worth? Have you compiled a realistic
assessment of your talents, powers and capacities? Not
what your friends and enemies think you’re worth, nor
the authority figures you deal with, nor the bad
listeners who act like they’ve figured out the game of
life. When I ask you if you have an objective
understanding of your real value, Taurus, I’m not
referring to what your illusions or fears or wishes might
tell you. I’m talking about an honest, accurate appraisal
of the gifts you have to offer the world. If you do
indeed possess this insight, hallelujah and
congratulations! If you don’t, the coming weeks will be
an excellent time to work on getting it.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):Now is a favorable time
to worship at the shrine of your own intuition. It’s a ripe
moment to boost your faith in your intuition’s wild and
holy powers. To an extraordinary degree, you can
harness this alternate mode of intelligence to gather
insights that are beyond the power of your rational
mind to access by itself. So be bold about calling on
your gut wisdom, Gemini. Use it to track down the
tricky, elusive truths that have previously been
unavailable to you.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): “A poem is never
finished; it is only abandoned,” wrote poet W. H. Auden,
paraphrasing poet Paul Valéry. I think the same can be
said about many other kinds of work. We may wish we
could continue tinkering and refining forever so as to
bring a beloved project to a state of absolute
perfection. But what’s more likely is that it will always
fall at least a bit short of that ideal. It will never be
totally polished and complete to our satisfaction. And
we’ve got to accept that. I suggest you meditate on
these ideas in the coming weeks, Cancerian.
Paradoxically, they may help you be content with how
you finish up the current phase of your beloved project.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): I highly recommend that you
spend the next three weeks hanging out on a beach
every day, dividing your time between playing games
with friends, sipping cool drinks, reading books you’ve
always wanted to read and floating dreamily in warm
water. To indulge in this relaxing extravaganza would be
in maximum alignment with the current cosmic rhythms.
If you can’t manage such a luxurious break from routine,
please at least give yourself the gift of some other form
of recreation that will renew and refresh you all the way
down to the core of your destiny.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Contemporaries of the
ancient Greek philosopher Pythagoras told colorful
stories about the man. Some believed he was the son of
a god and that one of his thighs was made of gold.
When he crossed the Casas River, numerous witnesses
testified that the river called out his name and
welcomed him. Once a snake bit him, but he suffered no
injury, and killed the snake by biting it in return. On
another occasion, Pythagoras supposedly coaxed a
dangerous bear to stop committing violent acts. These
are the kinds of legends I expect you to spread about
yourself in the coming days, Virgo. It’s time to boost
your reputation to a higher level.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): My counsel may seem
extreme, but I really think you should avoid mildness
and meekness and modesty. For the immediate future,
you have a mandate to roar and cavort and exult. It’s
your sacred duty to be daring and experimental and
exploratory. The cosmos and I want to enjoy the show
as you act like you have the right to express your soul’s
code with brazen confidence and unabashed freedom.

The cosmos and I want to squeal with joy as you reveal
raw truths in the most emotionally intelligent ways
possible.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): French novelist Honoré
Balzac periodically endured intense outbreaks of
creativity. “Sometimes it seems that my brain is on fire,”
he testified after a 26-day spell when he never left his
writing room. I’m not predicting anything quite as manic
as that for you, Scorpio. But I do suspect you will soon
be blessed (and maybe a tiny bit cursed) by a prolonged
bout of fervent inspiration. To ensure that you make the
best use of this challenging gift, get clear about how
you want it to work for you. Don’t let it boss you. Be its
boss.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Ancient
civilizations waged war constantly. From Mesopotamia
to China to Africa, groups of people rarely went very
long without fighting other groups of people. There was
one exception: the Harappan culture that thrived for
about 2,000 years in the Indus River Valley, which in
the present day stretches through Afghanistan,
Pakistan and India. Archaeologists have found little
evidence of warfare there. Signs of mass destruction
and heavy armaments are non-existent. Art from that
era and area does not depict military conflict. One
conclusion we might be tempted to draw from this data
is that human beings are not inherently combative and
violent. In any case, I want to use the Harappan
civilization’s extended time of peace as a metaphor for
your life in the next eight weeks. I believe (and hope!)
you’re entering into a phase of very low conflict.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Every human being
I’ve ever known, me included, has to wage a continuous
struggle between these pairs of opposites: 1) bad
habits that waste their vitality and good habits that
harness their vitality; 2) demoralizing addictions that
keep them enslaved to the past and invigorating
addictions that inspire them to create their best
possible future. How’s your own struggle going? I
suspect you’re in the midst of a turning point. Here’s a
tip that could prove useful: Feeding the good habits and
invigorating addictions may cause the bad habits and
demoralizing addictions to lose some of their power
over you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “Some books seem
like a key to unfamiliar rooms in one’s own castle,” said
author Franz Kafka. I suspect this idea will be especially
relevant to you in the coming weeks, Aquarius. And
more than that: In addition to books, other influences
may also serve as keys to unfamiliar rooms in your inner
castle. Certain people, for instance, may do and say
things that give you access to secrets you’ve been
keeping from yourself. A new song or natural
wonderland may open doors to understandings that will
transform your relationship with yourself. To prep you
for these epiphanies, I’ll ask you to imagine having a
dream at night in which you’re wandering through a
house you know very well. But this time, you discover
there’s a whole new wing of the place that you never
knew existed.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Just for now, let’s say
it’s fine to fuel yourself with comfort food and sweet
diversions. Let’s proceed on the hypothesis that the
guardians of your future want you to treat yourself like
a beloved animal who needs extra love and attention.
So go right ahead and spend a whole day (or two) in
bed reading and ruminating and listening to soul-
beguiling music. Take a tour through your favorite
memories. Move extra slowly. Do whatever makes you
feel most stable and secure. Imagine you’re like a
battery in the process of getting recharged. a

HOMEWORK: SEND NEWS OF YOUR FAVORITE

MYSTERY—AN ENIGMA THAT IS BOTH MADDENING AND

DELIGHTFUL—TO FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM.  

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.

8 Proven Benefits

of CBD

Inflammation

Natural pain relief

Reduces Anxiety

Helps to Fight Cancer
Relieves Nausea

May Treat Seizures and 
Other Neurological 

Disorders

Lowers Incidence
of Diabetes

Promotes Cardiovascular 
Health And much more!

Liquid Drop, Ointments,
Pet Care, Edibles,
and Much More!

4012 Central Ave SE

(505) 750-0158

No Medical Card
Needed
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take you! Tell me the other movie I was buying if you can
remember, that way know it was you!
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: Best Buy.

HIT AND RUN -WHITE PICK UP TRUCK
Hit and run San Mateo and Cutler 10:15 am Friday- you
were in a white pick up truck hit by a white delivery truck- if
you didn’t get the license number it’s 943 SBC. Good Luck.
I am a Woman. I saw a Man.
Where: San Mateo and Cutler on 5/4/2018.

BEAUTIFUL GUY AT FARMACY
I’ve seen you at sitting outside at Farmacy, weekends at
lunch, while I’ve ridden by on my bike. Though my glance has
been fleeting, you appear hispanic, bearded, glasses. I
thought the last time I rode by you caught my eye directly. If
this sounds familiar, let me know!
I am a Man. I saw a Man.
Where: Farmacy on Mountain Roadon 4/28/2018.

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN AT LOMAS TRUE
VALUE
Our eyes met and we exchanged smiles at the True Value
Hardware on San Mateo and Lomas. We were both checking
out at the same time, but different registers. You were
wearing cute white lacey shorts and top, with a yellow halter
top beneath. You took your time looking at things after you
had paid, but I wasn’t able to check out fast enough to catch
up to you. Lets meet up!
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: Lomas True Valueon 5/12/2018.

RINGING ME UP
I was buying two movies at best buy, one was Super
Troopers! You work there, very pretty girl. I mentioned I had
seen the second, then you said you have yet to see the
second. You asked me if I was doing anything fun later. I said
just watching those movies. You were very pretty and if you
still haven’t seen the second Super Troopers, I would like to

Beauty Services

w
MALE WAXING &
GROOMING Man Scaper

Spa is the only Male Focused
Waxing, Grooming & Massage
Studio in ABQ. Back Waxing,
Manzilian Waxing, & More.
Book Online Today @
ManScaperSpa.com or Text
505-750-1498 

Home Services

CAREGIVER/COMPANION
Independent
Caregiver/Companion. $13-
$15/hr. Private pay only. Call
All-Heart Services for details.
(505) 306-9387

Photographic Services

WEDDING & PORTRAIT
PHOTOG
www.DavidMartinezPhotography.

com

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Comedy

SOUTHWEST COMEDY
SHOWCASE May 25-26, at
The Outpost Theater Tickets:
Mike Salazar 505-688-3659

Announcements

SYREENA ANETTE ROBERTS
http://syreenaroberts.com/

w
EARTH-FIRSTERS ?? An
endangered species

needs your help. Call 505-
433-9823 to find out how
you can. Make a difference

Studies

ABQ DRINQ STUDY We are
seeking healthy individuals
22-55 years of age who are
moderate to heavy drinkers
for a study of how alcohol use
affects brain functioning. The
study involves four visits at
the Mind Research Network
over 18 months and each visit
requires up to 8 hours, which
can be split over multiple
days. You will be compensated
at the rate of $20/hour for
your participation. The Mind
Research Network is located
on the North Campus of
University of New Mexico. If

you would like to be
considered for the study,
please call 505-633-4028 or
email abqdrinq@mrn.org.
Please mention âABQ DRINQ
Studyâ. 

w
MRI STUDY 12-18 y.o.
M/F for brain study. $20

per hour. 272-0769 (HRRC #
07-272).

STRESS & THE BRAIN STUDY
Seeking people 21-50 yrs. old
who have experienced
domestic violence, rape,
sexual assault, or severe
physical assault. Study
involves two appts. at UNM.
Participants receive financial
compensation. Visit
https://rebrand.ly/CASAAstud
y to see if you qualify. Call
505-925-2335 or email
casaastudy@gmail.com for
more info. 

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 258

Employment

Real Estate
Rooms/Roommates

Downtown

w
ROOMING HOUSE
Looking for friendly,

kind, considerate people to
rent rooms in Barelas
rooming house. On bus route,
8 single rooms share 2
bathrooms and kitchen. Rent
is $425/m (util included),

Wellness

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
CUTTING DOWN OR STOPPING
YOUR DRINKING? The Mind
Research Network is currently
enrolling individuals ages 18-60
in a study of an experimental
medication that may help
people quit drinking. The study
involves 7 visits over seven
weeks and study participants

will receive up to $250 for
completing the study. If you are
interested, please call 505-
309-0652 or email
20-018@mrn.org

Licensed Massage

w
MAN SCAPER SPA Man
Scaper Spa is the only

Male Focused Studio In ABQ.
Visit www.ManScaperSpa.com
to Learn more or to Book Online

Employment

NEW RESTAURANT STAFF
Hiring all staff including
mgmt. Go to
rosemaryabq.com to apply

READER NOTICE: The State of
New Mexico Department of
Regulation and licensing requires
registration numbers for individuals
who practice massage therapy.
These registration numbers are

Body & Soul

included in all ads within
category 300. Advertisers in this
category are registered and
licensed by the State of New
Mexico and are trained and
certified for therapeutic massage.
Advertisers in category 300 do

not perform sexual massages.
Any concerns regarding any of
the advertisers in this category
should be directed to: Weekly
Alibi.

$150/dd with m2m lease.
Interviews done on Fri/Sat.
For more info, call 505-379-
1677 PLEASE DO NOT TEXT 

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in the

Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!

THE WEEKLY ALIBI
CLASSIFIEDS are a great deal!
Call 346-0660 ext. 221.

Today. Back Wax Only $45,
Manzilian Only $60, 60 Min
Massage Only $50

THAI BODYWORK Text Arlene
505-209-3309

ACHING? FEEL BETTER!
$55/Hr Deep Tissue/as
desired. Judy, 25 yrs exp. (505)
856-5467

Metaphysical

w
SPIRIT MEDIUM Elizabeth
Anglin, 505-908-9558

http://www.elizabethanglin.com 

Self-Help/Workshops

OUT OF CONTROL? Are you
strugglilng with COMPULSIVE
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR and WANT
HELP? Call (505) 510-1722 or
visit www.abqsaa.org
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Across

1 Fake name

6 Beige-y tone

9 Cut down, as a photo

13 Lundgren of “The
Expendables”

14 ___ polloi (general
population)

15 States of mind

16 Log-rolling contest that
sounds like a cowboy contest

17 Cardiologist’s test, for
short

18 “Downton ___”

19 QUIP INSPIRED BY RECENT
CONTROVERSY, PART 1

22 It may oscillate

23 32,000 ounces

24 Impertinence with an
apostrophe

25 QUIP, PART 2

31 Mel in three World Series

32 Completely mess up

33 18-wheeler

34 Candy bar served in twos

37 QUIP, PART 3

38 Microsoft search engine

39 YouTube premium service
(or color)

40 Squeezing snakes

42 The Mustangs’ sch.

44 QUIP, PART 4

50 Tiny Greek letter?

51 Musical ability

52 Arced tennis shot

53 QUIP, PART 5

57 Hopeless

58 Fairness-in-hiring abbr.

59 “Aaaaawesome”

60 Santa-tracking defense gp.

61 “___ Blues” (“White
Album” song)

62 Comedians Carvey and
Gould, for two

63 Prep school founded by
Henry VI

64 Scratch (out) a living

65 Group of asteroids named
for a god of love

Down

1 “Set ___ on Memory Bliss”
(P.M. Dawn song)

2 Spongy exfoliant

3 “Fighting” NCAA team

4 Take down ___ (demote)

5 Berate

6 Final film caption

7 Electro house musician
Steve known for throwing
cakes into the audience

8 Date, for example

9 Hang-up in the attic?

10 Prefix for call or Cop

11 Former NBA #1 draft pick
Greg who left basketball in
2016

12 “Gangnam Style” performer

15 Football video game
franchise name

20 Lopsided victory

21 Car with four linked rings

26 Word ending two MLB team
names

27 “Well, ___ into your hallway
/ Lean against your velvet
door” (Bob Dylan, “Temporary
Like Achilles”)

28 Former press secretary
Fleischer

29 Element before antimony

30 Kinder Surprise shape

34 Uni- + uni- + uni-

35 Needing a towel

36 Age-verifying cards

37 Register surprise, facially
(and just barely)

38 Backside, in Canada

40 Ousted

41 Palindromic “Simpsons”
character

42 “Don’t leave!”

43 Director July

45 Pathfinder automaker

46 A.A. Milne pessimist

47 Pacific weather
phenomenon

48 Hot Wheels product

49 Dwell (upon)

53 Dig (around)

54 Cyprus currency, currently

55 Timid

56 Author/linguist Chomsky

57 157.5 degrees from S
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“So I Heard”—honestly, it could go either way.BY RYAN NORTH
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