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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to letters@alibi.com.
Letters can also be mailed to P.O. Box 81, Albuquerque, N.M., 87103 or faxed to (505) 346-0660.

Letters—including comments posted on alibi.com—may be published in any medium and edited for length
and clarity; owing to the volume of correspondence, we regrettably can’t respond to every letter.

ICE ICE, Baby

Dear Alibi,

I’m writing today because the current

immigration system in our country,

antiquated and inhumane, needs to change.

My life has been touched closely by a friend

who’s threatened with deportation; there’s

no apparent reason, other than that she

doesn’t yet have the “correct” papers. These

would allow her to live here, work, raise her

family and quietly contribute much of

herself and her background (as she has done

for the past 26 years).

Consequently, this person has had to

take measures to protect herself from the

unpredictable actions of ICE and the

present administration. This is a terrible,

unfriendly situation and I find it

embarrassing to be a part of the system that

allows it to continue.

I urge you, reading this, to inform

yourselves of how bad this situation actually

is, and of the inhumane things that are

taking place in our country that is supposed

to be “The Land of the Free.”

Let us pull together to reverse the system

and return to a humane and responsible

method of welcoming newcomers and those

seeking asylum in the US, as our founders

meant it to be.
Karen A. Reagan

Great Outdoors

Dear Alibi,

The other day I was speaking with a woman

in my neighborhood about living in

Albuquerque. She said to me, “you know

you always hear so many bad things about

Albuquerque but people don’t highlight the

good things. The other day I drove for 20

minutes and went on a hike and I was in

the middle of the wilderness! Right here in

Albuquerque!” I couldn’t agree more.

Despite its sometimes rough and tumble

reputation, I love living in Albuquerque

and access to the outdoors is probably at the

top of my list of reasons why. (Second

would be the craft beer, in case you were

wondering.)

For Burqueños the Sandias provide more

than just thrilling sunsets, they’re like a

giant second backyard for hiking, bird

watching, bike riding and trail running.

Whenever my spouse and I go on a hike

with our dog, we see people of all different

ages, ethnicities and backgrounds enjoying

their public lands. But we have even more

than the Sandias; the trails along the

Bosque also provide amazing opportunities

to get outdoors and connect with nature.

It can be easy to focus on the negative

sometimes, but with endless trails and

outdoor opportunities I like to focus on the

positive things that Albuquerque has to

offer. Through our work at the New Mexico

Wildlife Federation, we’re also making sure

that more people have access to these

outdoor opportunities through programs

that connect young people to these places.

The best part of my job is sharing the best

parts of Albuquerque with my community.
Susan Torres,

New Mexico Wildlife Federation
Albuquerque a
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WEIRD NEWS
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Dateline: New York
A woman officiated a wedding while both

she and the bride were in labor. CBC Radio

reports that a Montreal woman who now

lives in New York, Sushma Dwivedi Jindal,

was hours away from giving birth earlier this

month when her anesthesiologist mentioned

that another couple in the same maternity

ward were trying to find someone to officiate

their marriage. They were having trouble

finding someone on such short notice,

though. The couple—Brianna Doyle and

Casey Walko—had obtained their marriage

license the day before and were planning to

get married the next day when she

unexpectedly went into labor. Jindal

mentioned to the doctor that she was legally

able to officiate weddings thanks to a

website that ordained her as a minister of

the Universal Life Church. She'd obtained

the ordination to help with her side business

organizing LGBT-friendly Indian weddings,

but had yet to use it. After a hurried

preparation—hospital staff gathered flowers,

did the bride's hair and found a proper

wedding procession song—a makeshift

wedding was performed in Jindal's hospital

room. An epidural prevented her from

standing, so she officiated from her bed. The

ceremony was filmed and lasted a little more

than seven minutes. Jindal's baby boy was

delivered about five hours later and Doyle

and Walko's daughter was born soon after.

Both babies are reportedly in good health.

Dateline: Missouri
A storm chaser asked that his ashes be

launched into a live tornado. The request

was printed in 64-year-old Jim “Mad Dog”

Sellars obituary, which he wrote himself

before dying last week. He suffered from a

heart condition for some time and was aware

that time was running out when it was

written. Sellars, a certified meteorologist,

was known as a storm-chaser—enthusiasts

who track and follow storms—but had been

confined to his bed for years because of

health problems. He continued tracking

storms during that time to assist the

National Weather Service and storm-

chasing groups, however. In the obituary,

Sellars reminisces about his childhood, the

three decades he spent working for a

telephone company and his days as a police

officer. At the end of the obituary, he wrote,

“My friends the 'Outlaw Chasers' will

launch my cremains into a tornado at a later

date…That’ll be fun!!!!” Plans for delivering

his remains to a cyclone have not been

announced as of yet.

Dateline: Kansas
A teenager who had given away two pet

guinea pigs discovered that they had been

shot and eaten by their new owner.

According to The Kansas City Star, 17-year-

old Alexia Carson believed that the two

guinea pigs she'd adopted were females until

one of them became pregnant and gave

birth to another male. Determined to avoid

future unwanted pregnancies, Carson

decided to give up the two males and posted

a notice on Facebook looking to find a

home for the pets. A man known to her

family allegedly contacted her about taking

in the animals, but Carson decided against

meeting with him when he admitted to her

that he planned to eat them. According to

Carson, the man told her “guinea pig bacon

is delicious.” Soon after, another man

contacted her, saying he wanted to give the

guinea pigs to his son. Carson said she was

leery after the first encounter, but that the

man seemed “credible,” so she ended up

giving him the animals. She later told

reporters that she learned the two men were

friends who allegedly plotted together to

deceive her. Carson would later find photos

of her skinned former pets posted to

Facebook by the man who first proposed

eating them. The man reportedly posted a

number of photos and a video last week

depicting the rodents being shot with a BB

gun and wrote, “Thank you so much for the

Guinea pigs they will make a fantastic stew.”

Screenshots were taken of the posts, which

the man subsequently removed. The Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism

are helping police investigate the incident.

Dateline: India
A surgeon in India removed 4,100 gallstones

from a 43-year-old patient last week.

According to the Hindustan Times, hardware

shop-owner Yogesh Yewle was admitted to a

hospital earlier this week for complaints of

stomach pains. Tests showed that Yewle was

suffering from gallstones, which would have

to be surgically removed. The procedure

lasted around four hours. According to

laparoscopic surgeon Dr. Amit Sharad Kele,

who performed the surgery, the stones

ranged between 3mm to 4mm in diameter.

The doctor ordered two hospital staffers to

count the stones, and after 2 hours, the

staffers declared they'd counted 4,100

gallstones. Kele told reporters that the world

record for removing the most number of

gallstones currently belongs to Dr. ML Saha,

of West Bengal, who removed 11,950

gallstones from a patient in 2015. Gallstones

are hardened deposits of bile that can form

in the gallbladder. Doctors say the condition

can be caused by too much dietary

cholesterol. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news

to josh@alibi.com.
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ART Woes Continue
During a press conference last week, Mayor Tim
Keller told reporters that while ART
construction is nearing completion, many issues
continue to plague the project. 
Chief among them is a problem with the

battery life of the system's new buses. Officials
planned on the buses being able to run around
275 miles on a single charge. Tests confirmed,
however, that the batteries only have a charge
that lasts around 180 miles. The company
building the buses, Chinese manufacturer BYD,
said they are willing to set up charging stations
along the route that they will pay for
themselves to offset the problem.
The mayor says there are other options

available, though, including cutting the BYD
contract and looking for a different
manufacturer. This could endanger millions of
dollars in funding from the federal government,
though, and leave the city holding the bill.
The mayor said to expect an interim service

utilizing the buses that are currently working as
early as the fall.

APS Requests Funds for Failing School
Albuquerque Public Schools is going ahead with
an application for funding from the Public
Education Department to help Hawthorne
Elementary School to “champion choice.”
Hawthorne was one of three public schools

in Albuquerque—the others being Los Padillas
and Whittier Elementary Schools—which were
deemed to require “most rigorous intervention”
by the education department earlier this year.
The schools were given the option to
restructure, champion choice or close their
doors. Both Los Padillas and Whittier chose to
restructure, but Hawthorne chose to “Champion
and Provide Choice.”
Hawthorne is now required to inform parents

of other, better-performing schools in the area
and facilitate the transference of students to
those schools. APS has requested a total of
$853,000 from NMPED to help the school with
this mission. Most of the requested funds will go
toward buying new buses to transport students
to alternate schools if they are granted. The
budget also requested funding for expos that
will offer information on higher-performing
elementaries.

Clarkson Sues NMSU Over

Termination
Former Trump administration appointee and
congressional candidate Gavin Clarkson is suing
New Mexico State University, alleging he was
wrongfully terminated due to discrimination.
The Albuquerque Journal reports Clarkson

filed the lawsuit last week in response to his
termination as an associate professor in
NMSU’s College of Business in April. He
reportedly took a leave of absence from his
position to serve in the Interior Department for
the Trump administration, which he requested
run through 2020. 
But Clarkson said his leave of absence was

canceled and he was fired from his job following
the launch of his campaign for Congress. His
lawsuit alleges the school terminated his
position because he is a conservative pro-life
Christian and a member of the Choctaw tribe,
accusing them of discrimination. Clarkson told
reporters that he would be amending the
complaint to include “retaliatory defamation,”
stating that he believed his political beliefs also
played a role in his termination. a

NEWS CITY BYJOSHUA LEENEWS | EDIToRIal

Knowledge of the Broil
The general election approaches

BY AUGUST MARCH

I
t’s easy for me to predict that you are

reading this missive the day after the New

Mexico primary election. The thing that

is difficult for me to make out in my crystal

ball at this moment has to do with

determining whether you—normative

citizen, vaunted Alibi reader or just a troll

looking for fun phrases, admonitions and

sardonic tendencies that you can call me

out for—has what it takes to keep moving

forward toward November.

A lot of things hinge upon the outcome

of those contests to be held on the cusp of

winter. Progressive voices and reason may

prevail. The resulting change in the balance

of voices in the legislative branch of our

government may result in a critical look

being taken at the 2016 presidential

election and its aftermath. There could be a

small triumph as an accounting finally takes

place. As a nation and a culture, we could

well be on the path to the restoration of

democracy and decency, at least from a

political standpoint.

Or contrariwise, the right and its hold on

our democratic mechanisms might

strengthen, consequently crushing any

substantive semblance of defiance, of

resistance.

A reminder: You are at a fork in the

road. You can choose either path and start

walking on Tuesday, November 6. But

cuidao, homies. One path will take us far

away from the road carved out for us by

folks like Robert Kennedy and Cesar

Chavez and Rosa Parks and Avram

Finkelstein. But the other just might lead us

all back home.

Therefore, in the interest of keeping

ustedes all interested until the proper sendero

becomes apparent, here are some up-to-date

developments from the world of la politíca.

Democrats and New
Mexico
This newspaper has continuously and

vociferously warned about the danger

Republican gubernatorial candidate Steve

Pearce poses to the future of this state.

Besides embracing the fossil fuel

industry, Pearce has continued to display

values that run counter to established

democratic norms, calling on wives to

submit before their husbands as well as

disparaging gay marriage as the next step

toward “polymorphism.”

But besides those awful if obvious

reminders that Pearce is not a good fit for

the Land of Enchantment, questions have

arisen—within Democratic ranks—about

the efficacy and strength of Democratic

frontrunner Michelle Lujan Grisham’s

campaign.

That sort of questioning has been a

common thread in many long-lost battles

for political supremacy by Democrats in this

state. We are reminded of the election for

governor in 2014 and the benighted quest

for Congress undertaken by Phil Maloof,

against “Leather” Heather Wilson in 1998.

Lujan Grisham currently faces daunting

issues about her involvement with Delta

Consulting Group, including claims that

she profited from the “state’s use of a high-

priced health insurance program for

seriously ill patients, even after Obamacare

made such programs obsolete.”

Although the candidate defended herself

after the damaging news was published in

Politico, her statement did not provide

details to counter the claim.

Clearly and post-primary Lujan

Grisham’s first job should be to clear up this

problem lest she join Diane Denish and

Phil Maloof in history’s dustbin.

I Read the News Today
Meanwhile the juggernaut that is the

Donald Trump administration continues to

advance its dangerously crooked agenda.

• Charlie Savage at the New York Times

reports that Trump is “ramping up his

assertions of extraordinary powers.” Trump

declared in a recent tweet that he had the

right to pardon himself.

• After Trump recently withdrew from

the international accord designed to limit

or at least forestall Iran’s nuclear capability,

the country announced on Tuesday that it

had completed steps toward increasing its

uranium enrichment capacity.

• The upsurge in large-scale, family-

busting deportations continued on Tuesday

when ICE agents swooped on Corso’s

Flower and Garden Center in Sandusky,

Ohio, and locations in Castalia, Ohio, to

arrest more than 100 workers. Overall, the

prosecution of undocumented immigrants

increased by 30 percent in March and April

2018. Here in Nuevo México, six new

federal prosecutors have been hired to help

implement the ICE zero-tolerance policy.

• The impending trade war fomented by

Trump’s economic policies is certain to have

devastating effects on the middle class.

• Trump, on Tuesday morning,

symbolically cloaked in an American flag

muttered that he will “loudly and proudly

play the national anthem.” But the man’s

open disparagement of African American

athletes discoursing on institutional racism

has done its work, encouraging and

promulgating racist dialogues and actions in

our nation.

• It’s been a year since Trump dumped

the Paris Climate Accord. In that time

climate change has accelerated, has pushed

the Earth into “uncharted territory” and

will ultimately worsen humanity’s

relationship with the garbage it generates.

• There is only one reasonable solution

to all of this, by our measure: It begins by

voting the bastards (Read: Republicans)

out. a

Land of the Free, Home of the Brave
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Golf, Bike Lanes and No ICE
Council focuses on quality of life

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

T
he fourth of June brought in a sparse

crowd for a short two-hour Albuquerque

City Council regular meeting where

more golf entertainment options and respect

for bicycle lanes got some attention.

Fore!
Topgolf didn’t get a hole in one, but it did

get on the green. Councilors unanimously

approved a resolution showing their support

for the international entertainment chain to

bring their clubs to town. Topgolf is

proposing a more than $40 million golf-

themed entertainment venue at the former

Beach Waterpark located at Montaño Road

and Interstate 25. This 23-acre eyesore has

been vacant since 2004 when the waterpark

was drained.

Topgolf wants to build a three story,

netted driving range with 72 climate-

controlled hitting bays, full service

restaurant and bars, hundreds of high

definition televisions, rooftop terrace with a

fire pit, event and meeting rooms, golf

lessons and more. The company says the golf

entertainment business expects to generate

about $15 million in annual taxable gross

receipts and have a payroll of up to $4.5

million.

The golf company got the support of the

City Council by way of a resolution. But the

real bill, giving the company over $2.6

million from various city coffers, got

deferred until all the players can come back

to the table to finish negotiations.

Mayor Tim Keller and his administration

said they have some issues with the sweet

deal being offered to this big company—

especially while many of our own small,

home-grown businesses are struggling,

notably along Central Avenue in

conjunction with the failing Albuquerque

Rapid Transit route. The 350 or so proposed

jobs are primarily low-wage, part-time jobs

and consequently, Topgolf does not qualify

as an economic-based company providing

exports and higher wage jobs. “We are

always going to stand behind what we

consider to be our core economic platform

of supporting locally grown businesses,”

Chief Administrative Officer Sarita Nair

said.

The idea was popular among the public

speakers except for one regular cranky guy

who said it was a wasteful idea. The bill

giving the company the green—light and

bucks—will be on the June 18 meeting

agenda.

Bike Lane Respect
A newly enacted amendment to the city’s

traffic code brings some safety and clarity to

the city’s bicycle lane usage. Presently no

parking in bicycle lanes is only enforced if

there are signs posted. This amendment says

that whether or not there are signs declaring

no parking in the bike lanes, no person shall

stop, stand or park a vehicle unless in an

emergency. 

“This brings some clarity,” Benton said.

“A bicycle lane is a travel lane and it is not

in the best interest of the public to be

parked upon.” He went on to mention a

well-traveled Campus Boulevard between

Carlisle and Girard in Nob Hill where there

are signs giving the greenlight to both

parking and a bicycle lane. “Which one is

it,” he said.

Councilor Diane Gibson said this is the

right thing to do. But she said this will be

kind of painful for her mid-Heights district

where residents are encouraged to park

along the streets to help slow down traffic.

City staff said the enforcement changes

are supported by the city’s police and other

departments as well the city’s bicycle

advisory boards. Enforcement will not go

into effect for six months to give everyone

time to find new parking spots.

No ICE Please
An agreement regarding a state funded

project in coordination with CSI Aviation,

Briefly
• Much of the agenda was given some

shade until next week, including approval of

the Topgolf proposal, giving appropriating

money to the Mariachi Spectacular and

funding for a city housing project for those

with behavioral health issues.

• Shout-outs were given to members of

Albuquerque Pride in honor of LGBTQ

Pride Month, to the local Optimist Club

and in recognition of CPR and AED

Awareness week.

• Joseph M. Cruz and Robert G. Stetson

took seats on the Environmental Planning

Commission.

• Under the radar on the Council’s

consent agenda, Councilors declared several

properties around town as non-essential,

clearing the way to sell them—including the

problematic Kimo Park at San Mateo and

Cutler. Over the years it has over the years

become a homeless camp. a

Send your comments about the City Council to

carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meeting 

Monday, June 18, 5pm

Vincent E. Griego Chambers 

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Government

Center

1 Civic Plaza NW

View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

Inc., was approved—with the assurance that

no direct city funds will be used as the arm

of the federal Immigration and Customs

Enforcement officers. The project is a pass-

through project, which means the economic

development money comes from the state

and the city will act as the fiduciary agent.

The project includes the renovation of the

old Eclipse airport hangar for the passenger,

medical and cargo aviation transportation

company. CSI got the thumbs up in 2017 to

build a new hangar, but since that project

changed to the renovation of a more than

36,000 square foot hangar, the company had

to come back to the Council table for

approval.

The company’s website says they do

contract work with various government

agencies. It has been reported that CSI has a

fat contract with ICE that expires in July.

Councilor Pat Davis asked CAO Sarita Nair

if city staff did their due diligence—

checking whether this joint business effort

will be in violation of the city’s immigration

friendly action that says no direct city

support or funds may be used to support or

facilitate federal immigration enforcement.

Nair said, yes they did do their work and

CSI has assured them, verbally and in email

writing, that they do not have the federal

immigration contract in question any longer.

Additionally, CSI will not do anything to

specifically violate the city’s immigrant

friendly resolution.

The jocular members of the Council ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY



JUNE 7-13, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [9]



[10]     WEEKLY ALIBI JUNE 7-13, 2018

EVENT |PREVIEWS

EVENT HORIZON WEEK OF JUNE 7-13

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY JUNE 7

IT’S ETHICAL

Beginning on Thursday, June 7 and concluding on Sunday, June 10,
an esteemed national organization comes to Albuquerque for public
proceedings both profound and pertinent to our lives here in Burque.
Prepare yourself for Seeds for the Future: Environmental Justice
and Ethical Culture, an intensive confluence of ideas and strategies
designed to empower humans to find a sustainable course into the
future. Ethical Culture holds sacred—and strives to protect and
nurture—the web of interrelations between each other and our
environment. Climate change adversely affects everyone, but especially
marginalized populations in this country and around the world who
bear the brunt of polluted air, water and soil. This conference
addresses how to help stop the environmental degradation of inner
cities, poor rural areas and places where many indigenous people
live. Learn more about environmental justice and plant seeds that
grow into effective activism for the benefit of everyone now and in the
future. There are also workshops on best practices for growing the
movement. Join this exciting discussion in person and follow the
event on Facebook and Twitter with #ethicalseeds2018. Session
prices begin at $35 and range upwards to $150 for a four-day pass.
SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL 2600 LOUISIANA BLVD NE, 8AM TO 11PM alibi.com/v/5rwb.

(August March) a

FRIDAY JUNE 8

NO, YOU CAN’T ACTUALLY EAT
THE ART

Sure, most gallery
open houses have a
nice little cheese
platter for you to pick
off while you peruse
the art. But what if
you walked into a
gallery and were
served food from
some of Santa Fe’s
best restaurants and

caterers? ARTsmart’s Edible Art Tour makes this happen
on Friday and Saturday, June 8 and 9 from 5 to 8pm. For
a ticket price of $35, you can wander several of Santa Fe’s
finest galleries while sampling some of the city’s tastiest
food. The best part? Your ticket purchase goes directly to
funding art curriculum for New Mexico schoolchildren.
Visit artsmartnm.org to find out more and buy your ticket.
ARTSMART NEW MEXICO 1201 PARKWAY DRIVE, 5 TO 8PM
alibi.com/v/5n2q. (Robin Babb) a

HAGGIS IS GOOD!

Living in the UK yields access to
totally amazing information, like
the fact that, much like Americans,
Brits really love to eat meat. More
so than their Yankee relatives it
turns out: dishes like blood pudding
and haggis are high on the desirable
list at the sceptered isle’s main
counter. It may be like that in the
great white north too—it’s a branch
of old blighty after all—where bands
that celebrate offal are more than awful, they’re great. Toronto’s Enter the Haggis, a
swaggering quintet from Toronto whose official medium is Celtic Folk Rock but whose
main allure is the band’s ability to render fun for all from a meaty oeuvre that
includes hits like “Down With the Ship” and “Gasoline.” They’ll be jamming as part of
the Zoo Music Series at the ABQ BioPark on Friday, June 8 from 6 to 9pm. Grab a
hamburger, hot dog (or baked sheep’s stomach if you must) and join other Burqueños
at this awesome late springtime event. General lawn seating is available. Blankets,
lawn chairs and picnics are welcome, but please do not bring glass containers, sharp
knives or alcoholic beverages. Food, beer and wine are available for purchase. Most
zoo exhibits are open until 8pm. Tickets start at $6. ABQ BIOPARK ZOO 903 10TH STREET
SW, 6 TO 9PM alibi.com/v/5psm. (August March) a

PHOTO BY BRIAN HAGGIS

SATURDAY JUNE 9

WE ALL SCREAM ... FOR SAFETY

Various health officials are warning New Mexicans that despite the light-hearted
intentions behind the Brain Freeze Ice Cream Festival—happening this Saturday and
Sunday, June 9 and 10, from noon to 6pm—inner-cranial hypothermic disorder
(commonly referred to as “brain freeze”) is a serious medical condition that affects
millions of ice-cream-lovers every summer. Authorities ask that while indulging at 21
scoop stations, enjoying entertainment and partaking in family activities, you take time to
watch for signs of brain freeze in your neighbors. Are they cringing for no apparent
reason? How much whipped cream have they ingested? One scoop, or two? Keeping your
eyes peeled at this all-ages event could help save someone from seconds (or even
minutes) of discomfort. Admission is $5 for those over the age of 4. Pro tip: Small bites.
SID CUTTER PILOTS PAVILION AT BALLOON FIESTA PARK 4900 BALLOON FIESTA PKWAY NE, NOON TO 6PM
alibi.com/v/5nsf. (Joshua Lee) a

THE GRAVITY OF THE SITUATION

Prosers and poets, artists and explorers can all find something to love in
Richard Levy Gallery’s latest exhibition, formally opening on Saturday, June
9. Eric Tillinghast’s Þyngdarljóð, or Gravity’s Poetry in English, is comprised
of lightboxes that depict waterfalls the artist studied during a two month
stint in Iceland. The light boxes are activated by internal mechanics that
bring life and movement to the pieces. Tillinghast has been working with
water as material for sculpture for more than two decades—to exciting and
beautiful effect. Stop in at the gallery between 5 and 8pm to celebrate the
opening of the show and see some of Tillinghast’s latest works. RICHARD LEVY
GALLERY 514 CENTRAL AVE SW, 11AM TO 4PM alibi.com/v/5nia. (Maggie Grimason) aP
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MONDAY JUNE 10

CLAD YOUR KID IN KHAKI

What kid didn’t set up their stuffed animals and pretend they were at
a zoo? Luckily for those kids, Wildlife West Nature Park is offering
Junior Zookeeper Day Camp. From 9am to noon on Monday, June
11 through Friday, June 15 kids ages 8 to 12 learn zookeeping
techniques, animal enrichment, and the biology of native plants and
wildlife. This week-long camp allows children to be close to wildlife in
a safe environment, namely Bob the bobcat and four gray foxes. This
engaging event is $30 for families living in Santa Fe County and $70
for families outside of Santa Fe County. Cultivate your kid’s love of
animals and sign them up soon because space is limited and
registration is required! WILDLIFE WEST 87 N FRONTAGE, 9AM TO NOON

alibi.com/v/5q48. (Valerie Serna) a

A GREEK SALAD WITH EXTRA NEW-AGE

Iconic Greek musician and composer, Yanni, or Yiannis Chryssomallis, has had an unbelievable career spanning
nearly 40 years. In those years he has produced 16 magical, ground-breaking, new-age albums—including the live
concert album he tours in celebration of for 2018: Live at the Acropolis. Recorded at the Herodes Atticus Theatre
with his six-piece band and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the album was released in conjunction with a live
concert video that went on to become the second best-selling music video of all time. Popejoy Hall hosts the artist
on Wednesday, June 13 at 7:30pm for an evening of thrilling and ethereal music. Tickets range from $50 to $575,
depending on what type of fancy you are. This promises to truly be a mixed salad of emotions, sounds and an
abundance of delicious Greek dressing. POPEJOY HALL 203 CORNELL DR NE, 7:30PM alibi.com/v/5k47. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

WEDNESDAY JUNE 13

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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THURSDAY JUNE 7

FRIDAY JUNE 8

SATURDAY JUNE 9

Effex Nightclub always does their part in bringing a bumpin' sound to Pride weekend. Kicking off the weekend on
Thursday, June 7 at 5pm and killin' the game until Saturday, June 9 late night, they'll offer their 21 and over crowd
some of the best DJs and musicians in the biz. Purchase a weekend pass for $25 and saunter past the rest
straight through the VIP entrance. Featuring DJ FlightPhonic, Yara Sofia and Josh Burg, just to name a few, this will
be a weekend of drum and bass, house, techno and more EDM than one thought possible. EFFEX NIGHT CLUB 420

CENTRAL AVE SW, 5PM alibi.com/v/5rpp. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

Have a beer or two and check out Tractor Brewing Wells Park on Friday, June 8 for Drag Queen Bingo: Pride
Edition. Entry is free, but bingo cards are $2 and dabbers are $2 more. Drag performances and prizes abound
from the sparkliest, most glittery local grrls in the biz. You'll laugh, you'll drink, you'll cry “Bingo!” and hopefully
you'll take home some swag. TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK 1800 FOURTH STREET NW, 8 TO 11PM alibi.com/v/5pdy. (Mayo Lua de

Frenchie) a

To honor the pioneers of the LGBTQIA community, the annual Candelight Vigil takes place at Morningside Park
on Thursday, June 7 from 7:30 to 9:30pm. Nearly 500 people of all ages gathered together last year to hold a
light in the night in remembrance and reflection. Enjoy live music and a sense of unity with loved ones. As this is
the location of the first Pride March in 1976, this park is a place of great importance for the local community.
MORNINGSIDE PARK 300 ALISO NE, 7:30 TO 9:30PM alibi.com/v/5psf. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

Returning to Albuquerque, as well as 59 other cities this year, is the new annual favorite, Bearracuda. Started in
San Francisco in 2006, the fabulous dance party features DJ Ryan Jones at Sidewinders Ranch on Friday, June
8 at 9pm. For those 21 and over, see all there is to see of bears, cubs, otters, beefcakes and other non-
conforming wildlife for a totally reasonable $7. SIDEWINDERS 8900 CENTRAL AVE SE, 9PM alibi.com/v/5rpt. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie)

a

A favorite part of the festivities each year is the
Pride Parade. Hitting the streets on Saturday, June
9 bring sunscreen, shades, comfy shoes and water,
to lineup from Girard to San Pedro in Nob Hill. This
family-friendly and free event is 42 years in the
making. The parade route heads east from 10am
to noon and sashays directly into Expo New
Mexico. Find some less crowded space from
Washington to San Pedro and see the creative and
colorful floats as the party continues into the
Pridefest main event. NOB HILL CENTRAL AVE, 10AM TO

NOON alibi.com/v/5qas. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

As the flagship event of the weekend, Pridefest, presented by ABQ Pride, has the motherload of LGBTQIA fun and
festivities in one space. At Expo New Mexico on Saturday, June 9 from 10am to 6:30pm, this balls-to-the-wall
celebration averages 14,000 people every year. In its 42nd year, the promoters have managed to bring in another
stellar lineup with headliner Jurnee from “American Idol” and featured performers Effie Pasero and Alondra
Garibary as Lady Gaga. There are two stages of madness, a kids park, an indoor dance club, health fair, vendors,
food and all the delightful color and glory one has come to expect. Kids under 10 may enter for free, while general
admission is $15. Looking for something more? Grab an all-access pass for $50 and support the community.
EXPO NEW MEXICO 300 SAN PEDRO DR NE, 10AM alibi.com/v/5qiv. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

Pride can still be celebrated without the chaos of the main event. Also on Saturday, June 9 from 11:30am to
2:30pm, bring the family (both chosen and given) to Morningside Park for a relaxing and free bash. Young
Women United proudly bring this affair back to the weekend with henna, face painting, games, food trucks and
live music from Weather the Band, Racine Kreyol and Lasotras. Bring a blanket and wear a rainbow. MORNINGSIDE

PARK 300 ALISO NE, 11:30AM TO 2:30PM alibi.com/v/5qax. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

There is no need to make a float or be part of an organization join the parade. Arrive for the Pride March by
9:30am on Saturday, June 9 and come to the parade staging area UNM Johnson Field, at the corner of Girard
and Central. Just look for the APS school bus and walk the parade route with a DIY poster featuring a positive
message. All ages are welcome to walk in the march. UNM JOHNSON FIELD 2705 CENTRAL AVE NE, 10AM TO NOON

alibi.com/v/5rqa. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

COURTESY OF ABQ PRIDE
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THURSDAY JUNE 7
MORNINGSIDE PARK Albuquerque Pride Candlelight Vigil. A
reflection, remembrance and celebration of living the diverse
life, creating a future in unity and love for the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer community. 300 Aliso
NE. 7:30-9:30pm. alibi.com/v/5psf.

KIDS
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Pint Size Polkas. Mike Schneider
brings the happiest music on earth together with magic and
comedy, promising tons of fun for the whole family. 6901
Barstow St NE. 2:30-3:30pm. ALL-AGES! 857-8321.
alibi.com/v/5pdr.

EAST MOUNTAIN LIBRARY, Tijeras Sun Catcher Wind Chimes.
Kids ages 9 to 12 create a design with permanent marker and
stylish sequins to make upcycled CDs that will twist in the wind
and spin in the sunlight. Registration required. 11am-noon.
alibi.com/v/5pe8. Also, Tassel Watercolor Bookmarks. Teens
ages 13 to 17 make a whimsical watercolor bookmark that
holds the place in their favorite book. Registration required.
487 NM 333. Noon-1pm. (505) 281-8508. alibi.com/v/5pe9.

ERNA FERGUSSON LIBRARY DIY Glam Rock Slime. Kids ages
9 to 12 makes colorful and glittery slime. Registration required.
3700 San Mateo Blvd NE. Noon-1pm. 888-8100.
alibi.com/v/5pek.

JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Recycled CD Mosaic Photo
Frame. Teens ages 13 to 17 create beautiful mosaic photo
frames. Registration required. 3407 Juan Tabo Blvd NE.
2-3:30pm. 291-6260. alibi.com/v/5phu.

LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY Pint Size Polkas. 908
Eastridge Dr NE. 10:30-11:30am. ALL-AGES! See CHERRY
HILLS LIBRARY listing.

LOS GRIEGOS LIBRARY CD Stained Glass Art. Teens ages 13
to 17 create stained glass sun catchers from old CDs.
Registration required. 1000 Griegos Rd. NW. 3-4pm. 761-4020.
alibi.com/v/5pm1.

SAN PEDRO LIBRARY Perler Band Creations. Kids ages 9 to
12 create one unique perler band character with assistance
from the staff. Registration required. 5600 Trumbull Ave SE.
3-4pm. 256-2067. alibi.com/v/5ppg.

SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY Zendoodles. Learn how to relax
and create a unique piece of art with pen, paper and imagi-
nation. For ages 13 to 17. Registration required. 1025 Broadway
Blvd SE. 3-4pm. 764-1742. alibi.com/v/5ppq.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY Magic with Animals. John
Polinko utilizes books to highlight authors and illustrators to
create a magical experience around the summer reading theme
"Libraries Rock". 3904 Isleta Blvd SW. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES!
877-5170. alibi.com/v/5pt6.

TIERRA ADENTRO OF NEW MEXICO 19th Annual Flamenco
Kids Camp. Introductory, beginning and intermediate level
classes for flamenco dance, guitar, singing, cajon and literacy.
Scholarships available. 1905 Mountain Rd NW. 9am-2pm.
242-7600. alibi.com/v/5pij.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE CENTER FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE Learn
Civility With People Who Have Different Perspectives. Bring a
pen and paper and plan to partcipate in a hands-on training
to learn the concept of dealing with others in a civil manner,
even when viewpoints are dissimilar from your own. 202 Harvard
Dr SE. 6-8pm. 13+. 296-8073. alibi.com/v/5rbi.

CASA SAN YSIDRO, Corrales Docent Training. Volunteer time
to share the unique history and culture of N.M. 973 Old Church
Rd. 9am-noon. (505) 898-3915. alibi.com/v/5q7o.

HOMEWISE, Santa Fe New Homebuyer Night. Homewise offers
everything needed to become a homeowner including services
for a variety of incomes. 1301 Siler Rd. 5-6pm. ALL-AGES!
983-9473. alibi.com/v/5ori.

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL American Ethical Union 103rd
Assembly: Seeds for the Future. Learn about environmental
justice and plant seeds that grow into effective activism for the
benefit of everyone now and in the future. 2600 Louisiana Blvd
NE. 8am-11pm. 881-0000. alibi.com/v/5rwb.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY Summer Reading Concert:
History of Polka. Mike Schneider covers the history of the accor-
dion and polka music, plus takes an in-depth look at the three

main polka styles during this anything-but-boring presentation.
3904 Isleta Blvd SW. 5-6pm. ALL-AGES! 877-5170.
alibi.com/v/5pt7.

FRIDAY JUNE 8
CONGREGATION ALBERT Rummage Sale Fundraiser. The annual
fundraiser benefits the congregation and service projects. 3800
Louisiana Blvd NE. 9am-3pm. ALL-AGES! 259-3190.
alibi.com/v/5rg9.

KIDS
ERNIE PYLE LIBRARY Pint Size Polkas. 900 Girard SE.
10:30-11:30am. See 6/7 CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY listing.

LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY Electro Card. Make a
light-up card with LEDs and conductive paint. For ages 13 to
17. Registration required. 908 Eastridge Dr NE. 3-4pm.
291-6295. alibi.com/v/5pi7.

MAIN LIBRARY Pint Size Polkas. 501 Copper Ave NW. 3-4pm.
ALL-AGES! See 6/7 CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY listing.

MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Street Dance Locking Class.
Kids and adults learn this basic dance move. 3215 Central
Ave NE. $12. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! 440-6265. alibi.com/v/5kgc.

RUDOLFO ANAYA LIBRARY Perler Band Creations. 7704 Second
Street NW. 2-3pm. See 6/7 SAN PEDRO LIBRARY listing.

TIERRA ADENTRO OF NEW MEXICO 19th Annual Flamenco
Kids Camp. 1905 Mountain Rd NW. 9am-2pm. See 6/7 listing.

TONY HILLERMAN LIBRARY Learn the Hula. Learn the basic
steps to tell a story through the art of Hula for kids ages 9 to
12. Registration required. 8205 Apache Ave NE. 3-4pm.
291-6264. alibi.com/v/5pzr.

WEST GATE HEIGHTS LIBRARY Colorful Washer Wind Chimes.
Dress up ordinary hardware to make a colorful toy for the wind.
For ages 9 to 12. Registration required. 1300 Delgado Dr SW.
3-4pm. 833-6984. alibi.com/v/5pu4.

LEARN
SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL American Ethical Union 103rd
Assembly: Seeds for the Future. 2600 Louisiana Blvd NE.
8am-11pm. See 6/7 listing.

SPORTS
ALL OUT ZONE Date Night. Bring a date and have endless fun
as you enjoy unlimited battle bubbles and Nerf battle play like
an adult should. 10000 Coors Bypass NW. $35. 6-9pm.
ALL-AGES! 200-0059. alibi.com/v/5qn2.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
NORTH DOMINGO BACA MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER
Experience the Sound of Soul. Discover inner guidance, healing
for body, mind and spirit as well as a higher form of creativity
by chanting the sacred sound of HU. Spiritual conversation
afterward. 7521 Carmel Ave NE. 7-8pm. ALL-AGES! (800)
876-6704. alibi.com/v/5quo.

YOGA ART SPACE Restorative Yoga. A mind-focused, meditative
flow. 5:45pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/5ip4. Also, Fundamentals
of Yoga. Work on basic poses and transitions between poses
to build body awareness and confidence. 8338 Comanche Rd
NE. $15. 9:30pm. ALL-AGES! 310-7457. alibi.com/v/5iif.

SATURDAY JUNE 9
CHRISTINA KENT EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER Crayons and
Canapés. A charity event featuring a chef cook-off and silent
auction to benefit the children of Christina Kent Early Childhood
Center. 423 Third Street SW. $50. 6-9pm. 242-0557.
alibi.com/v/5rk3.

NORTH DOMINGO BACA PARK Heights Summerfest 2018.
Artisan market, food trucks, kids’ activities, summer brews in
a local microbrew garden and music from national headliner
Squirrel Nut Zippers. 7521 Carmel Ave NE. 4-10pm.
alibi.com/v/5qb1.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY The Golden Age of Postcards
in Albuquerque Part 3: Stationers, Printers an Curio Dealers.
Nancy Tucker brings the third installment of her series regarding
the history of postcards in Albuquerque. 423 Central Ave NE.
10:30am-noon. ALL-AGES! 848-1376. alibi.com/v/5ptj.

KIDS
ELIZABETH WATERS CENTER FOR DANCE Festival Juvenil. The
youth component of Festival Flamenco Internacional de
Alburqueque for serious dancers ages 10 to 15. 1 University
Blvd NE. 8am. 242-7600. alibi.com/v/5pis.

ERNA FERGUSSON LIBRARY Andy Mason Music. N.M. musi-
cian, Andy Mason, brings his original, award-winning, educa-
tional, bilingual, interactive, fun with music. 3700 San Mateo
Blvd NE. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES! 888-8100. alibi.com/v/5peq.

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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LEARN

ERNA FERGUSSON LIBRARY Master Gardeners. The master
gardeners are there to answer the tough gardening questions.
3700 San Mateo Blvd NE. 10am-3pm. ALL-AGES! 888-8100.
alibi.com/v/5pep.

LOS POBLANOS HISTORIC INN & ORGANIC FARM Farm Shop
Demonstration. Meet and learn from our alchemical advisor,
Christa Obuchowski. Hear about her delicate process of crafting
the farm's signature botanical fragrances. 1-3pm.
alibi.com/v/5qts. Also, Lavender Salon. See, smell and sip
with master distiller and aromatherapist, Christa Obuchowski
as she offers an introduction to the history and personality of
this favorite botanical. 4803 Rio Grande Blvd NW. $25.
5-6:30pm. 344-9297. alibi.com/v/5qtu.

OSUNA NURSERY Osuna University: Let Them Eat Your Garden.
Learn about the life cycle of butterflies and how to benefit from
helping in the survival of this beautiful creature by planting a
combination of plants that butterflies love. 501 Osuna Rd NE.
11am-noon. 345-6644. alibi.com/v/5rpu.

SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY Attracting Native Bees to the
Yard. Learn about bees—their life cycle and the foraging plants
they use. Also learn how to construct and maintain cavity nesting
brood boxes and reed bundles. 1025 Broadway Blvd SE.
10:30am-noon. ALL-AGES! 764-1742. alibi.com/v/5ppr.

PETS
BOOFY'S BEST FOR PETS Shampooch: Old Skool Dog Wash.
Bring the pooches to receive a hand bath with shampoo and
conditioner, brushing and towel drying, with donations benfiting
Fat Katz non-profit rescue. 8201 Golf Course Rd. NW. $10.
11am-4pm. ALL-AGES! 293-2830. alibi.com/v/5q7u.

DIALOGUE BREWING Pet Costume Contest. Dress a pet in an
adorable costume for the chance to win prizes. 1501 First
Street NW. Noon-3pm. ALL-AGES! 585-1501. alibi.com/v/5s04.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
UNM NORTH GOLF COURSE Pediatric Oncology Walk-a-Thon.
The Optimist Clubs of the Albuquerque area sponsor a walk to
help support UNM Hospital Childhood Cancer Center. 2201
Tucker Ave NE. 9am-noon. alibi.com/v/5qaz.

SUNDAY JUNE 10
ATLANTIC AVIATION N.M. Desert Fest. A celebration of all auto-
motive cultures. Find everything from imports to domestics,
racers and off-roaders, bikes and trikes with live music, food
and fun for the whole family. 2505 Clark Carr Loop SE. 4-8pm.
ALL-AGES! 349-1325. alibi.com/v/5qfo.

OUTDOOR
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Nature and
Forest Therapy. A presentation by certified nature and forest
therapy guide Lloyd Kreitzer. 6500 Coors Blvd NW. 3:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 897-8831. alibi.com/v/5qf4.

PETS
HYDER PARK Great Global Greyhound Walk. A worldwide walk
to bring the awareness of the joys of Greyhound adoption to
the general public. Participation is for Greyhounds, Sighthounds
and other breeds from the Greyhound family. 700 Richmond
SE. 9-11am. alibi.com/v/5q8a.

MONDAY JUNE 11
EMPIRE BOARD GAME LIBRARY The Liars' Game. An interactive
game show where three storytellers tell two true stories and
one fake story and the audience votes to determine the liar.
3503 Central Ave NE. $5. 7pm. 13+. 227-7378.
alibi.com/v/5rqc.

KIDS
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Magic with Animals with John
Polinko. John Polinko utilizes books to highlight authors and
illustrators to create a magical experience around the summer
reading theme "Libraries Rock". 8081 Central Ave NW.
10:30-11:30am. ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/5pd9.

MAIN LIBRARY Sing a Song. Learn the basics of singing from
a professional singer and voice teacher, Jacqueline Zander-
Wall. For ages 9 to 12. Registration required. 501 Copper Ave
NW. 3-4pm. 768-5141. alibi.com/v/5pml.

TAYLOR RANCH LIBRARY Flying Debris Show. Richard Holmgren
presents a comedy variety show filled with juggling, zany stunts
and lots of audience participation. Kid-friendly and grown-up
appropriate. 5700 Bogart St NW. 10:30-11:30am. ALL-AGES!
897-8816. alibi.com/v/5pub.

LEARN
SELF SERVE Trans-Sexuality 101. This lively and informative
question and answer session is funny, insightful and helps

guide positive and loving relationships with transgender people
and their bodies. 3904 Central Ave SE. $20. 7:30pm. 18+.
265-5815. alibi.com/v/5q8k.

TUESDAY JUNE 12
ABQ BIOPARK ZOO Twilight Tour. Observe interesting animal
behavior while taking a tour of the zoo in a small group led by
a personal guide. 903 10th Street SW. 6:30-8:30pm.
248-8500. alibi.com/v/5qt2.

KIDS
MAMA'S MINERALS Kids' Summer Day Camp. Choose from
up to four classes per camp session. Registration required.
800 20th Street NW. $0-$15. 10am-2pm. ALL-AGES!
266-8443. alibi.com/v/5s03.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY Code Club for Teens. Teens
learn to program computers to create their own video games
and websites. For ages 13 to 17. Registration required. 3904
Isleta Blvd SW. 3-4pm. 877-5170. alibi.com/v/5pt8.

TAYLOR RANCH LIBRARY Face Masks for Teens. Using plaster
bandages and their own faces, teens create and decorate
masks to bring out their inner rock star. For ages 13 to 17.
Registration required. 5700 Bogart St NW. 3:30-5pm.
897-8816. alibi.com/v/5pxd.

LEARN
BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU Telecommunication and
Collaboration Technologies to Benefit Business. Learn important
terminology as well as which types of collaborative technology
best suit personal business needs. Registration required. 7007
Jefferson St NE. Noon-1pm. 18+. alibi.com/v/5qlu.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS EPISCOPAL CHURCH Heartwork:
Conscious Elderhood and End of Life. An inclusive circle sharing
experiences and wisdom gained in the last third of life, co-
facilitated by a holistic nurse and energy healer. 601 Montano
Rd NW. 7pm-8:30am. 21+. 321-2199. alibi.com/v/5p0y.

WEDNESDAY JUNE 13
PRESBYTERIAN NORTHSIDE Meals on Wheels Volunteer
Orientation. Discover what it means to volunteer for this worthy
organization with a customized training program. 5901 Harper
Dr NE. 3-4:15pm. ALL-AGES! 823-8064. alibi.com/v/5pv9.

KIDS
ERNA FERGUSSON LIBRARY Candy Sushi Making. Roll out
candy sushi using a rainbow of sweet treats. All supplies are
deliciously provided. For ages 13 to 17. Registration required.
3700 San Mateo Blvd NE. 2-3pm. 888-8100.
alibi.com/v/5pes.

RUDOLFO ANAYA LIBRARY Tie-Dye Bandanas. Rock on with
a colorful bandana, modified with markers and rubbing alcohol
instead of dip-dye. For ages 9 to 12. Registration required.
7704 Second Street NW. 2-3pm. 897-8823. alibi.com/v/5pmu.

SAN PEDRO LIBRARY Aesop’s Fables with Opera Unlimited.
This opera brings to life three of Aesop’s most beloved and
well known fables: The Ants and the Grasshopper, The Lion and
the Mouse and The Tortoise and the Hare. 5600 Trumbull Ave
SE. 3-4pm. ALL-AGES! 256-2067. alibi.com/v/5pph.

TONY HILLERMAN LIBRARY Ticklefish Kids Rock. John Grant
brings a highly energetic and interactive music show with all
original kids' rock-n-roll. 8205 Apache Ave NE. 10:30-11:30am.
ALL-AGES! 291-6264. alibi.com/v/5pzv.

LEARN
EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL National Association of Women
Business Owners Meeting. Guest speaker Dr. Drew Dooley
discusses the best ways to market to different generations.
1000 Woodward Pl NE. $25-$30. 11:15am-1pm. 21+.
alibi.com/v/5rux.

SELF SERVE G-Spot Orgasms and How to Squirt. Self Serve
owner Matie hosts an in-depth discussion on the clitoral cluster
and G-spot myths and facts. The class covers anatomy, posi-
tioning, toys and communication techniques. 3904 Central
Ave SE. $20. 7:30pm. 18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/5q8l.

SPORTS
CIVIC PLAZA National Senior Games Year Out Celebration. A
final push for late registrations for state games and sign up to
be a game volunteer. Mayor Keller plays sports with senior
athletes as well as additional entertainment, food trucks and
music. 1 Civic Plaza. 9am-3pm. ALL-AGES! 222-4351.
alibi.com/v/5oiq.

ISOTOPES PARK Isotopes vs. Memphis Redbirds. Come out
for family fun and see the Isotopes take on the Memphis
Redbirds. 1601 Avenida Cesar Chavez SE. 6:35-8:35pm.
924-2255. alibi.com/v/5qb7.
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Still Resonant
Rezilience, sometimes also known as REZARTX,
is back for the third year running, bringing a
celebration of Indigenous arts to the National
Hispanic Cultural Center (1701 Fourth Street SW)
on Friday, June 8. From 4 to 11pm, visitors can
experience diverse, high caliber performances
from local artists, as well as those with roots
farther afield. Attendees can expect to sit in on
performances from the likes of Hawaii's Jordan T,
Southern Ute Reservation-born and currently
Albuquerque-based poet and educator Tanaya
Winder and Anishinaabe and Oneida hip-hop
artist Tall Paul, to name just a few. Tickets are
available both online and day-of and start at
about $25. More information is available online at
rezartx.com. 

Summer of William
Hop aboard the #704 northbound train on
Saturday, June 9 and you won't just be catching
a ride to Santa Fe or various stops on the way,
you'll be taking in some classic theater as well.
Since 2010 a small troupe of local actors have
been offering culture on the commute with
Shakespeare on the Rail. This year performances
kick off on Saturday on the #704 northbound
and #705 southbound, and players will be
bringing scenes from A Midsummer Night's
Dream, Comedy of Errors and Romeo and Juliet
to passengers. Busy this weekend?
Performances also happen on Saturday, June 16
and Saturday, June 23. All you need is pocket
money for the train fare. 

Happy Birthday, Red Planet!
Red Planet Books & Comics (1002 Park Ave.
SW)—our local treasure bringing readers the best
art, words and comics penned and inked by
Native American and Indigenous artists—is
celebrating the first anniversary of its Downtown
storefront this Saturday, June 9. In addition to all
the great titles lining the well-stocked shelves,
there will be games ready to be played and a
book signing by VR Janis. Janis is the author of
more than 10 books that weave Lakota and
Ojibwe language into stories featuring vivid
imagery, engaging fantasy and vital culture. The
party starts early at 10am and goes late—until
6pm. Drop in anytime to pick up a new book and
wish Red Planet well and many happy returns.
a

FOUND OBJECTS
BYMAGGIE GRIMASON

ARTS | culTuRe Shock

Pathways to the Past
New public art project honors and illuminates the history of

Mountain Road

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

M
ountain Road has a unique pull—it's
certainly not like every road cutting an
east-west path across the city. Artist

Juliana Coles enumerated a few of the reasons
that she's loved the road for more than 20 years
saying, “There is something here. You feel it
when you drive down it. The way it is so thin,
and how you have to drive 18 miles per hour. It
has the old lights, old architecture. I travel a
lot and I always can't wait to get back here.
Mountain Road is one of the reasons this place
feels like home.” Another artist, Julianna
Kirwin, whose beautiful studio we sat outside of
that afternoon added sagely, “What you sense is
the history.” 

This history, as evidenced through
architecture and other features along the
historic thoroughfare, has long captivated
Kirwin, at least as long as she's been in her
studio at the intersection of Eighth and
Mountain. It's what spurred her to submit a
proposal to the city to develop History of the
Neighborhood through the Eyes of Contemporary
Artists—a unique public arts project that
unpacks the past through artworks sourced
from local creatives with a story to tell. 

“When I moved here I realized that there's
so much history, but it's all hidden,” Kirwin
said. “Like, it was called Mountain Road
because they would go from the Old Town
settlement up to get their wood in the
mountains,” she explained gesturing toward the
eastward course of the street. As she started
investigating the history and tuning in more to
her surroundings, she also started noticing the
street's lampposts, complete with dowels—yet
they were empty of banners. 

According to her friends and colleagues,
Kirwin has long been driven and self-directed.
Illustrating just that, last August she wrote a
proposal for the city's Art in Public Places
program (also known as One Percent for the
Arts) to commission works from local artists to
print as banners and hang from Mountain
Road's lampposts as a visual history that
simultaneously works to beautify and honor the
historic stretch. 

More than 20 artists were selected to create
pieces for the project. Among the works on
display are mixed media pieces by students at
Escuela del Sol Montessori School (facilitated
through workshops by Coles), photographs of
figures like adobe master Albert Parra, linocuts,
acrylic and oil paintings, and portraits of the
likes of iconic Burqueño Johnny Tapia.
Another individual who figures prominently
into History of the Neighborhood through the Eyes
of Contemporary Artists is historian, poet and
journalist Emma Moya. 

Moya's family roots run deep in
Albuquerque—traceable all the way back to

1598. She was a journalist for La Herencia, she
wrote poetry, was an activist in the Chicano
Movement and continues to be a historian of
the area. Kirwin connected with her through
happenstance. As Kirwin began her research,
she relied heavily on the Emma Moya
Collection at the library. One day, Kirwin
stopped in at a local print shop, toting a
photograph of Moya. “Oh,” the clerk said,
gesturing to the photo, “she comes in here
sometimes.” Kirwin left a note with the clerk
and soon connected with Moya, who shared
her boundless knowledge of Mountain Road,
helping along the project and giving it greater
depth.

Among the works that will line the road is a
portrait of Moya created by Georgette
Endicott, who was inspired by conversations
with Moya to paint her “as a young woman
with her guitarra.” In loopy cursive paint like a
halo over the painted figure are the words
familia, historia and justicia. “She's been so
important for this project,” Kirwin said.
“Meeting her is one little jewel of this project
that I never expected.”

Some artists, alternatively, chose to research
and depict iconic businesses—either still in
existence or long gone—that line the corridor.
The well-loved Golden Crown Panaderia
shows up in a piece by Andrew Fearnside, for
example. Fearnside interviewed staff at the
bakery and restaurant and learned of a favorite
paddle cactus that had long stood outside the
storefront. One recent—and particularly
severe—winter killed the plant. In honor of

that sweet reminiscence, Fearnside made a
digital art piece of the cactus, which in his
work fantastically sprouts pan dulce. Other
places depicted include the old Sunshine
Market, in the location where Cocina Azul
now stands, represented charmingly by Ilene
Weiss, or the American Lumber Company
drawn by Amaris Feland Ketcham. 

The banners were officially hung last week,
and celebrated their opening on Friday, June 1.
An informal stroll down the street will allow
visitors a sense of the project. Kirwin and a
number of the artists involved with the effort
will also host a banner walk on Saturday, June
9 from noon to 4pm. Various “docents” and
artists will be planted on corners along the
stretch—that is, on Mountain between 5th and
12th Streets—to illumine process and the
individual stories that were unpacked over the
course of creating History of the Neighborhood
through the Eyes of Contemporary Artists. At
that time, Kirwin would like to invite anyone
with stories to tell about Mountain Road to
share them. 

Places like this iconic street, and their rich
history, “are so much a part of who we are and
our identity,” Kirwin offered. “We, as artists,
should connect with people. … I love learning
about place and the special identity of place—
the character, the food, the people. All of that
feeds me as an artist, too.” 

To experience the rich history of Mountain
Road, simply take a walk. More information on
participating artists and associated events can
be found online at friendsofmountainroad.com.

a

Old Town-raised adobe master Al Parra is
depicted on one of the many banners going up
along Mountain Road as part of History of the
Neighborhood through the Eyes of
Contemporary Artists

Artist Erin Currier created a striking collage
centered on the image of Albuquerque boxing
legend Johnny Tapia for a unique public art
project going up on Mountain Road
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ARTS | inTeRview

Palmas and Poetry
Vanesa Coloma's homage to a golden age

kicks off Flamenco Festival
BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

T
o watch Vanesa Coloma dance—especially
in her show Flamenklórica—is to see an
innovator flexing skilled creative muscle.

Mesmerizing footwork is woven between
spoken word, expressive cante underlining
every flourish of her hands, each purposeful
whir of dress or the slightest change in the
intensity of her expression. Known for
showcasing inventive, original works by
contemporary flamenco superstars, the Festival
Flamenco Internacional de Albuquerque begins
its 31st iteration on Saturday, June 9 with a
performance of Compañía Vanesa Coloma's
expansive work Flamenklórica, which bridges
influential time periods, bringing together
tonadillas—a theatrical style of Spanish song—
with the art of folkloricas (individuals who
blended poetry and performance) and the raw
power of flamenco. This original work honors a
time when flamenco was closely bound with
these other art forms, once again marrying
them to create on-stage magic that feels
intimate. 
Coloma will perform at the Rodey Theatre

on UNM's campus at 8pm. A host of other
artists will visit Albuquerque for the festival—
hosting workshops and bringing big-stage
performances. Special tablaos will happen late
nights at Hotel Albuquerque. A full schedule,
along with tickets, is available at ffiabq.org. 

Alibi: What makes this festival special in

the world of flamenco? 

Coloma: The Albuquerque Festival is special in
the first place for the great Encinias family,
without them this wouldn't be possible, and for
their outstanding love and respect for the art of
flamenco. Also, especially for the amount of
aficionados who come to enjoy and share in
the festival! 

Tell me about your show, Flamenklórica. Is

it inspired by flamenco's past? 

Yes, it is inspired by the era of flamenco in
which flamenco and the Spanish tonadilla
shared the same prominence. The show nods to
a very memorable artistic period where poetry,
the artists themselves and their grand
personalities, left us an unmatched legacy that
we remember today as the golden age of
flamenco. 

Why do you love flamenco, and when did

you begin dancing? 

I've loved flamenco since I was a very little girl,
having heard it in my house from my father. ...
[The dance] captures you and enamors you, and
that guarantees a love for all your life. I began
when I was really little. At age 4 I was already
taking my first classes, and now here we are. 

What was your inspiration for

Flamenklórica? 

A few years ago, I premiered a small piece also
called Flamenklórica, the point of departure [for
that piece] was an artist among artists, Gabriela
Ortega, [from the] Familia de Caracol [a famous
family of flamenco dancers and singers]. She
was a woman who was poetry. ... She recited
poetry, she danced ... and it was most
important to feel and exude this [in the
performance]. I have always loved the
folkloricas, and that's why I named my show
Flamenklórica. The flamencas and the folkloricas
were always together in the golden age of
flamenco. Where there was a folklorica, there
was a flamenca, and vice versa. In the cuadros
and the cafés cantantes [flamenco bars/cafes],
they recited poetry, they danced rumbas. Those
artists ... have a very personal stamp, and [they]
... have moved me since I was little. I love the
art of Lola Flores, La Terremoto and Gabriela
Ortega. For this show I didn't want to dance
flamenco only. Instead I wanted to honor these
artists as "flamenklóricas." I think that's what it
is, this mix. ... I decided to unite them because
each one contains so much of the other.

What do you hope audiences take away

from your performance? 

I hope that they really enjoy it, as much as I
have, and that it will enter their hearts. 

What did you learn during the creation of

Flamenklórica?

So many things. ... First, I learned to enjoy the
process of creation, of art, of my team. While
creating the work, I went about things in a very
natural way because I was clear about what I
wanted to do from the beginning: To remember
the folkloricas, to recite poetry on the stage, et
cetera. And to do it with all of my personality.
It wasn't a sacrifice, nor a challenge, but an
expression of feeling from my heart.  a

Vanesa Coloma honors the golden age of
flamenco in her expansive performance

P
H
O
TO

G
R
A
P
H
 B

Y
 C

E
LI
N
A
 Y
E
Y
É
N



JUNE 7-13, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [17]



 [18]     WEEKLY ALIBI JUNE 7-13, 2018



JUNE 7-13, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [19]

THURSDAY JUNE 7
SONG & DANCE
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN JeeZ LaWeeZ. A fun and fabulous
performance from this all-girl trio bends the rules of good taste
with a batch of smart-alecky originals live. 2601 Central Ave NW.
6-9pm. 768-2000. alibi.com/v/5qg4.

ST. TIMOTHY'S LUTHERAN CHURCH Sounds of Service: N.M.
Chamber Music Festival Concert. A performance by 13 young artists
from around the world. A performance by thirteen young artists from
around the world. 211 Jefferson NE. 7pm. ALL-AGES! (563)
379-9020. alibi.com/v/5s1m.

LEARN
NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE
The Power of Light and the Very Small Things Used to Transform It.
This talk focuses on light and how nanoscale particles of matter
and engineered structures are being used to amplify power to make
cancer drugs more potent, TVs more vivid and much more. 1801
Mountain Rd NW. 7pm. ALL-AGES! 667-7251. alibi.com/v/5rqd.

WESST ENTERPRISE CENTER How to Make a Living Making Dead
Art. A presentation for artists that produce two-dimensional art and
have experience selling, but are unsure what to do next to continue
to grow. 609 Broadway Blvd NE. Noon-1pm. 21+. 246-6943.
alibi.com/v/5qf9.

FRIDAY JUNE 8
ART
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER REZARTX 2018. A show-
case of work including indigenous music, arts installations, interactive
activities and vendors from around the country. 1701 Fourth Street
SW. $18-$20. 4-11pm. 246-2261. alibi.com/v/5psl.

STAGE
ADOBE THEATER Moon Over Buffalo. A comedic play set in ’50s
Buffalo, N.Y., about two struggling actors with grandiose dreams.
9813 Fourth Street NW. $17-$20. 7:30-9:30pm. 898-9222.
alibi.com/v/5q57.

CIVIC PLAZA As You Like It: Shakespeare on the Plaza. Directed
by Brandan McCall, following sibling rivalries, exiled lords, lovers in
disguise and some Shakespeare's most well-known speeches,
ending in reconciliation and marriage. 1 Civic Plaza. 7:45pm.
ALL-AGES! 247-8600. alibi.com/v/5rb1.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Around the World in (Less Than)
Eighty Days: The True Adventures of Elizabeth Bisland and Nellie
Bly. Racing in opposite directions through the heart of the Victorian
age on trains, steamships and rickshaws, these trailblazing women
battle time, each other and social conventions of the day. 4121
Cutler Ave NE. $15-$30. 7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! 243-0596.
alibi.com/v/5nq8.

VSA NORTH 4TH ART CENTER DA. Tony Award-winning play about
middle-aged American Charlie, who returns home to Dublin to come
to terms with his relationship to a thoroughly beguiling, maddening
presence in his life. 4904 Fourth Street NW. $18-$22. 7:30pm.
13+. 410-8524. alibi.com/v/5mmz.

FILM
GUILD CINEMA NME Movie Night Celebrates Prince: Purple Rain.
Celebrate the genius of Prince on what would have been his 60th
birthday. Enjoy a Prince Tribute Concert with a screening of his
Academy Award-winning movie, Purple Rain. 3405 Central Ave NE.
10:30pm-1am. 255-1848. alibi.com/v/5qij.

SATURDAY JUNE 9
ELIZABETH WATERS CENTER FOR DANCE Festival Flamenco
Internacional de Alburquerque. National Institute of Flamenco and
the University of New Mexico bring fifty of the finest flamenco artists
in the world for 7 days of performances and workshops. 1 University
Blvd NE. 8am. 242-7600. alibi.com/v/5pj0.

WORDS
PENNYSMITHS PAPER The Write Event. Celebrate the power and
beauty of the written word with demos of wax seals, calligraphy,
fountain pens and Iroshizuku ink as well vintage pens for sale. 4022
Rio Grande Blvd NW. 10am-5pm. ALL-AGES! 345-2353.
alibi.com/v/5q1u.

ART
JULIANNA KIRWIN STUDIO AND GALLERY History of the
Neighborhood Through the Eyes of Contemporary Artists. View 24
banners by local artists each highlighting a unique aspect of the
history of Mountain Road, mounted on lampposts between 5th
and 12th streets. 1201 Eighth Street NW. Noon-4pm. 771-0590.
alibi.com/v/5qau.

Calendar | arts & lit 

STAGE
CIVIC PLAZA Merry Wives of Windsor: Shakespeare on the Plaza.
The lecherous Falstaff attempts to seduce married women who see
through him but lead him on in order to turn the tables on him,
directed by Dennis Elkins. 1 Civic Plaza. 3pm. ALL-AGES! 247-8600.
alibi.com/v/5rb9.

DESERT ROSE PLAYHOUSE Tony Cabaret. Celebrate the best of
Broadway with songs and scenes. 6921 Montgomery Blvd NE. $10.
7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 563-0316. alibi.com/v/5rqe.

$18-$22. 7:30pm. 13+. See 6/8 listing.

SONG & DANCE
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Bert Dalton's
Brazil Project. The Brazil Project performs a blend of traditional,
contemporary and original Brazilian music featuring samba, bossa
nova, the excitement of carnival and Latin jazz improvisations. 2000
Mountain Rd NW. $15-$18. 7-10pm. 243-7255. alibi.com/v/5rk0.

ELENA GALLEGOS PICNIC AREA Summer Sunset Series. A perform-
ance of original music by talented local singer/songwriter Seth
Hoffman. 7100 Tramway Blvd NE. 7pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/5qey.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Reina del Cid. Part singer-song-
writer, part rock band based in Minneapolis, this artist is at the
intersection of lyrical storytelling and scorching solos. 210 Yale Blvd
SE. 7-9pm. 268-0044. alibi.com/v/5qjd.

RODEY THEATRE, Popejoy Hall Festival Flamenco 31: Compañía
Vanesa Coloma Flamenklorica. The youth component of Festival
Flamenco Internacional de Alburqueque for serious dancers ages
10 to 15. A work inspired by a time when Spanish flamenco and
tonadilla shared the same period of prominence, where poetry and
the artists left an unparalleled legacy. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $30-$75.
8pm. 925-5858. alibi.com/v/5pj8.

LEARN
NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE
The Modern Mona Lisa: Low Relief Paper Pulp Portraits. Create a
portrait in the Da Vinci style using pigmented paper pulp created
in a Leonardo-like superblender machine and from locally sourced,
recycled materials. Runs through 6/10. 1801 Mountain Rd NW.
$45-$50. 10am-noon. 13+. 841-2866. alibi.com/v/5qfa.

SUNDAY JUNE 10
WORDS
PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE Twyla Wren Book Signing. The author
discusses her new work and signs copies. 5850 Eubank Blvd NE.
3-4:30pm. ALL-AGES! 294-2026. alibi.com/v/5qub.

STAGE
RODEY THEATRE, Popejoy Hall Compañía Pedro Córdoba with
Javier Latorre and Gema Moneo: Otros Genios. Festival Flamenco
Internacional de Alburquerque presents a tribute to those that have
fed and influenced artistic growth and expression directly and indi-
rectly. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $30-$75. 8pm. See 6/9 listing.

FILM

KIMO THEATRE The Seven: The Rest of the Story. One of the nation's
premiere short works festivals featuring seven fully produced world
premieres, utilizing seven different directors and a professional
ensemble cast. 423 Central Ave NW. 6-8pm. 768-3544.
alibi.com/v/5rqp.

MONDAY JUNE 11
STAGE
RODEY THEATRE, Popejoy Hall Festival Flamenco 31: Compañía
Guadalupe Torres Roble. A beautiful presentation of a premier from
this incredible artist. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $30-$75. 8pm. See 6/9
listing.

SONG & DANCE
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Jennings and Keller. Acoustic duo
Jennings and Keller, based out of Miami, FL, bring a wealth of expe-
rience to their collaboration from the Broadway musicals of New
York to the honkytonks of West Texas. 8081 Central Ave NW. 4-5pm.
ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/5pda.

TUESDAY JUNE 12
SONG & DANCE
LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY Da Terra Meiga. Originally
from Spain, the band features vocals, guitar, percussion, Djembe
and didgeridoo and now calls Albuquerque home. 908 Eastridge
Dr NE. 6:30-7:30pm. 291-6295. alibi.com/v/5pi8.

WEDNESDAY JUNE 13
STAGE
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Festival Flamenco
Internacional: Compañía Isabel Bayón Dju Dju. Avant-garde chore-
ographer and dancer Israel Galván directs dancer Isabel Bayón to
reinvent herself, exploring the demons and superstitions of the
flamenco. 1701 Fourth Street SW. $40-$85. 8-10pm. See 6/9
RODEY THEATRE, Popejoy Hall listing.

ARTS& LIT
CALENDAR

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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FOOD | interview

BY ROBIN BABB

I
f you follow Sister Bar on social media (or,
you know, if you actually go to the bar),
you’ve likely seen one of Jessica O’Brien’s

cocktail creations. At the start of every week,
O’Brien creates a new special cocktail for Sister
and serves it at Jayo’s Cocktail Pop-Up every
Monday night from 6pm to closing time (or
until they run out). The drinks she makes are
anything but ordinary: expertly balanced,
flavor-forward drinks that look about as good as
they taste. The Weekly Alibi met up with
O’Brien recently to chat about her creative
process and the critical recognition she’s gotten
for her drinks.

Alibi: Did you go the bartending school

route?

O’Brien: No, there was just one guy that I
learned from in San Francisco. His name is
Rich. Me and him just got along. I was
bartending at this bar. And one day he was
like, “Jessica, you have a palate. Get behind the
bar with me. Let's start learning some shit.” So
he kind of took me under his wing and taught
me everything I know. So it was like, the
School of Rich.

Where did you bartend in San Francisco?

There’s this place called The Cavelier, it’s right
on Fifth and Market. It’s attached to this hotel
called Hotel Zetta. So I bartended in the hotel
lobby bar. I miss the Bay sometimes. But I grew
up here. I moved back so that I could travel,
because I wasn’t able to save any money out
there… [Before I moved back to New Mexico]
I was emailing this place [Sister]. I emailed
them like 10 times saying “I want to work at
Sister. This is where I’m going to work.”

So you got the job before you even moved

back out here?

Pretty much. I still had to have an interview
and all that stuff. And then I worked at
Artichoke Cafe for a minute when I first
moved back. But then they asked me to do the
cocktail program here, so it was clear this was
gonna be my full time. 

In the two years you’ve been back in New

Mexico, you’ve gotten a lot of recognition

here. 

Yeah, it’s really cool. Trying to introduce
people to cocktails is interesting … Not
everybody’s gonna be able to just go jump into
a Manhattan or Old Fashioned. That’s what I
like to do … I wanted to go to culinary school
first, before I even thought about being a
bartender. But this is incorporating a lot of my
cooking skills obviously. Big balances of flavors

and stuff. So that’s what
it is—making drinks that
make people go “Whoa,
that’s really fuckin’ cool.”
So we come out with a
different craft cocktail
every Monday and we
serve it until it runs out.
Usually it sells out in a
couple days, if not that
night.

What does that

process look like? Are

you just making

drinks at home all of

the time? Some of

these ingredients are

things I imagine

Sister doesn’t just

have behind the bar regularly.

No, it’s literally like, I’ll wake up on Monday
and go to Talin or El Super or anywhere I know
they’ll have some random-ass fruit on sale. And
then I’m walking down the aisles and see “Oh,
there’s a shit ton of kiwi!” And then my mind
just starts going: “What goes well with kiwi?
Oh, kiwi-pineapple sounds good.” And then I’ll
grab a bunch of kiwi and pineapple and bring it
back here and make it work. … I’m really good
at procrastinating, and what I’ve learned is that
if I think about something too long, then my
head is like “No, that won’t work, that won’t
work.” So I have to work very in-the-moment.
Going to the store, smelling the fruit, thinking
of something I haven’t ever done before. This
past week I did one with a snow pea rosemary
simple syrup. I called it After the Rain because
it was the day we got that big rain. (Find
O’Brien’s recipe for this drink in the sidebar!) I
just wanted something green and sprouty, and
it was so refreshing and delicious. I had a
couple people say, “this is my favorite one!” But
a couple people say that every time.

Do you feel like there are certain flavors

you gravitate towards?

I think I gravitate towards not just what I like,
but what I think the masses will like. I’m rarely
making something that’s super boozy-forward,
just because that’s not really the clientele that
comes in here. If I were to work back at
Artichoke or at a smaller bar, where it’s more of
you talking to the people a lot more than just
serving the masses, that’s when I would do
something a little more boozy-forward. I also
lean towards things that are seasonal. So I
always like using what’s fresh and what’s in
season right then. What’s gonna taste good on
this day? If it’s rainy or cold, I’m gonna make a
hot drink. If it’s bright outside I wanna make
something that makes me feel like I’m on
vacation. 

You’ve gotten a lot of great reception for

your cocktails. How does that feel?

It makes me feel great, honestly. When I first
moved back here I did my first competition and
I was like, “I don’t know what I’m gonna
do,”—but then I won. It was this huge
confidence boost—“Oh, I actually do know
what I’m doing!” And the every Monday thing
has gotten me to where I can just try new
things … it’s good for me, and for the bar.

You’ve won a ton of things since you’ve

been here, like the 505 Food Fight.

Yeah, I’ve won that one twice. And then I’m
gonna do this competition during the Cocktails
& Culture week. (This happened last weekend,
June 2 and 3! O’Brien won Third Place in the
People’s Choice Competition.) We’re actually
doing two of them. The first one we’re doing is
called the Chef and Shaker event, where they
send us a liquor, we make a dish with the
liquor, I make a cocktail with the liquor to pair
with the dish. It’s a Bloody Mary competition,
and then right after that it’s going to be a
“Chopped”-style type of deal with a mystery
ingredient—which is like what I do every
week! So I’m super pumped. 

What’s it like working at Sister

specifically?

It’s pretty fucking awesome. Great shows, great
beer, great cocktails. This is my family here—
we all call each other “sister.” It’s the best place
I’ve ever worked, my boss is the best boss I’ve
ever worked for. It’s funny, I made this promise
to my friend when I moved out here: “I’ll go
back for two years and then move back to
Oakland.” And my friend told me, “You’d
better not go down there and fall in love with
somebody.” And at the time I was like, “Yeah
girl, please.” But a year later I had to tell her
“Sorry, I fell in love with a bar!”a

Making Drinks with
Mass Appeal

Jessica O’Brien makes weekly cocktail masterpieces at Sister

TRY THIS AT HOME

BYROBIN BABB

After the Rain
Jessica O’Brien’s monsoon season

cocktail
For this issue I got to interview Jessica O’Brien,
the cocktail master at Sister Bar. A true artist in
the medium of booze, O’Brien makes a new
special
cocktail every
week that she
serves on
Monday
nights from
6pm until it’s
all gone. Her
drinks are
usually
ephemeral
treats, but I
managed to
talk her into
sharing a
recipe for one
of her recent
weekly
specials so
you can make
the magic
happen at home. You’re welcome.

“Balance, balance, balance,” O’Brien said
when I asked her about the most important part
of crafting a good cocktail. “You have to find a
balance between your liquor, your sweetness
and your acidity. As long as you can get those
three down, it’s just playing around after that.”
For her, “playing around” usually looks like
strolling through the produce aisles at the
grocery store and seeing what jumps out at her.
She takes into account what’s fresh and in
season, what the weather calls for and what she
thinks the masses want to drink when she makes
a new cocktail. 

This drink came from the Jayo’s Cocktail Pop-
Up on May 21, when we got our first monsoon of
the season. Inspired by the pleasant coolness
and the springtime smell of rain, O’Brien crafted
this refreshing, vegetal drink that combines snow
peas, cucumber and rosemary. It tastes like a
garden, in the best way possible.

Try making After the Rain at home, and come
visit O’Brien at her next Jayo’s Cocktail Pop-Up:
Monday, June 11, from 6pm to close.

After the Rain

For snow pea/rosemary simple syrup: 

(This can be made a few days in advance, and

makes enough syrup for several drinks.)

• 2 cups snow peas

• 1 handful rosemary

• 1.5 liters simple syrup 

1) Simmer rosemary and simple syrup for about
20 to 30 minutes.

2) Strain out rosemary.
3) Put snow peas and simple syrup put into a

blender. Blend on high for a couple of minutes.
4) Strain mixture with fine mesh strainer or

cheesecloth.
5) Let syrup cool completely.

For cocktail:
• 1 cucumber 
• 2 ounces gin
• .75 ounces fresh lemon juice
• 1.5 ounces snow pea/rosemary simple syrup

1) Muddle a few pieces of cucumber in bottom of
a shaker. Add gin, lemon juice, simple syrup
and enough ice to fill shaker.

2) Give it a good shake. 
3) Double strain into a rocks glass. Add ice.
4) Add sliced cucumber and snow pea as garnish.
5) Sit back and enjoy!  a

Jessica O'Brien mixes up a custom cocktail for her Monday night pop-up
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Jessica O’Brien’s drink
inspired by the first rain

PHOTOGRAPH BY JESSICA O’BRIEN



JUNE 7-13, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [21]

Member of Association of Alternative News Media • Member of New Mexico Press Association

NEW MEXICO

August 4, 2018
BALLOON FIESTA PARK

505-346-0660 ext. 248 or email advertising@alibi.com

nmhemp!esta.com

Don't miss your chance to be a part of New Mexico's largest cannabis event!

Beer Garden provided by 

Over 60 Vendors!

Free Admission

Parking $5 per car



 [22]     WEEKLY ALIBI JUNE 7-13, 2018



JUNE 7-13, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [23]

FOOD | bOOk review

Finding Success on
The New Farm

A memoir of a (profitable) organic farm

BY ROBIN BABB

bi.com

A
lot of city folk have daydreams about moving
out to the country to start a little organic farm.
That daydream usually doesn’t take into account

the backbreaking labor, the isolation, the many
expensive mistakes you’ll make along the way and
the near impossibility of making a profit. This reality
is why many of the people who actually try the
whole farming thing end up moving back to their
Downtown apartment after a year or two. In The
New Farm: Our Ten Years at the Front Lines of the
Good Food Revolution, Brent Preston gives his
account of living that daydream, doing it
successfully and creating a model that could help
countless other small farmers build their business.

When Preston and his wife Gillian Flies started
their farm, they had no qualms about making profit
their prime directive. Of course, they also made
secondary goals of the many idealistic reasons most
people start farming: the desire to change the
broken food system, being able to feed their children
fresh, healthy food and making a small chip in the
huge environmental costs of conventional farming.
When the couple and their two young children
moved in 2003 from downtown Toronto to just
outside Creemore, Ontario—a small farming village
with fewer than 2,000 residents—they were met
with head-scratching from both their city friends
and their new neighbors. The other farmers in the
area used conventional, chemical-driven farming to
grow huge crops of canola and soy, not the huge
variety of organic veggies that Brent and Gillian
were planting. “Farm-to-table” wasn’t a coined
phrase and Super Size Me hadn’t come out yet. That
whole “move to the country and start a farm”
daydream was barely a stereotype at the time—what
they were doing was pretty novel.

“A farm can and should be a lot of things: a
place where food is grown, a sanctuary for wild
things, a gathering place for family and community,”
writes Preston in his introduction. “But for a farm to
endure, for a farm to be sustainable in the broadest
sense of the word, it must make money.” Some of
the anti-capitalist ideals of what Preston calls “the
orthodoxy” of small organic farming, while noble,
are what keep farmers in debt and prevent others
from attempting it in the first place. As he and his
family found on their farm, there are ways to grow
your business and your profits without going
conventional or giving up the values that made you
want to start an organic, sustainable farm in the first
place. 

The early years were rough. They spent countless
hours planting, irrigating, weeding, tilling, washing
and doing all the other myriad tasks that keep a
farm running—and they did it all without any
outside help. They grew a lot of what Preston calls
“stupid vegetables”—plants that simply didn’t grow
well on their land, weren’t worth the effort and
didn’t taste good (he has a particular hatred of
kohlrabi). Their health suffered; their marriage
suffered. They made a lot of mistakes and,
thankfully, learned from them. 

Each season they planted more, planted smarter,
planted quicker. They began bringing on young

Canadian farm interns, who were idealistic and
tattooed and who had never worked a day in their
lives, and then hired Mexican workers who already
knew how to farm and who worked quicker and
better than the interns. They got a tractor, which
made Preston’s life so much easier he cried when he
first used it. They began selling wholesale to
restaurants—very much against the small-farm
orthodoxy—and thus doubled their sales almost
overnight. They began to win over the trust and
friendship of their neighbors, and were suddenly
inundated with advice and volunteer labor on
particularly busy days. They partnered with a radical
food bank that served quality, healthy food to their
clients in a dignified setting, which ended up being
the best business decision that Preston and Flies ever
made. Without a whole lot of guidance, they
became wildly successful by traditional farming
standards.

Throughout the 10 years they’ve operated The
New Farm, Preston and Flies fell into bed exhausted
every night, knowing they would have to do all the
work again the next day. As Preston says, “The kind
of work I do is still physically hard—I lift and pull
and carry and dig. My work makes me hungry,
which makes good food taste better. My work makes
me tired, so I sleep well at night.” 

Preston doesn’t romanticize the small farm life in
The New Farm. For all those who have had the
daydream, who want to fix the broken food system
and live a bucolic life in the country, he delivers the
real talk on how hard the work is, what difficult
decisions you will have to make (to live-trap
groundhogs, or to let Smith and Wesson handle pest
control?) and how you’ll never make as much
money as at your cushy desk job. But he is also
passionate about finding alternatives to the
immensely destructive conventional farming system,
and knows that more idealists with daydreams are
very much what the good food revolution needs. “If
we want to make serious change in the way our food
is produced, if we want to do more than tinker at
the edges, we need more farmers,” Preston says. “A
lot more.” a

Buy The New Farmdirect from the publisher at
abramsbooks.com or on Amazon hardcover for $26.

The New Farm: Our Ten Years on the Front Lines

of the Good Food Revolution, by Brent Preston.
Published by Abrams Press.
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FILM | FILM IntervIew

From Here to Hereditary
An interview with writer-director Ari Aster

envy myself just trying to write a

capsule description. How in the world

did you pitch such an unconventional

work to studios?

One of the ways I described it, when I was
trying to find financing, was simply as a family
tragedy that curdles into a nightmare—in the
same way that life can feel like a nightmare
when things are falling apart. I feel like the
film almost owes a greater debt to the
domestic melodrama than it does to the
horror genre, in the way that it hopes to
honor the extreme emotions that the
characters are going through. It is a film about
people suffering, and I hope this is a film that
takes suffering seriously.

I never really ask people what their

direct inspiration is. But I like to wonder:

If Hereditarywere in an old-school video

store, what would it be on the shelf next

to?

I think it belongs on the shelf next to
Rosemary’s Baby and Don’t Look Now and
maybe Jack Clayton’s The Innocents. Ingmar
Bergman’s Cries and Whispers. Maybe In the
Bedroom.

As I was watching, I thought of

Rosemary’s Babyand Don’t Look Now

and maybe John Schlesinger’s The

Believers—stories in which the

characters are rooted in a very realistic

world and aren’t inclined to believe in or

cross paths with any kind of horror or

supernatural elements. And yet, as you

say, the story curdles into that anyway. 

Right. It was important to me for the film to
function as a family drama before I attended
to any of the horror elements. But it is, in the
end, unabashedly a horror film.

REEL WORLD
BYDEVIN D. O’LEARY

Max Experience
The Albuquerque Film & Music Experience kicks
into full gear this weekend with a tempting
selection of features, documentaries and shorts
scheduled
through
Sunday, June
10. 
Among the

local highlights
is a screening
of Ol’ Max
Evans—The
First Thousand
Years. Based
on the
biography of
the same name
by Slim
Randles, this
documentary
examines the life and work of noted New Mexico
author Max Evans (The Rounders, The Hi-Lo
Country). From his childhood in West Texas to D-
Day in World War II to his wild days in
Hollywood, the film charts Evans’ many lives—up
to and including his settling in the Duke City in
the late ’60s. Actor Peter Coyote narrates the
film, while Sam Elliott gives voice to Evans’
grizzled prose. Longtime Santa Fe journalist
Lorene Mills and Ken Burns collaborator Paul
Barnes are producers on the film. New Mexico-
based editor David Leach (“Lonesome Dove: The
Series”) serves as editor. Ol’ Max Evans screens
Thursday, June 7 at 5pm at the KiMo Theatre
(423 Central Ave. NW). Unfortunately, Mr. Evans
himself is currently ill and unable to attend the
screening. Other members of the cast and crew
will be there, however. Tickets are $7. For more
info on that, check out maxevansmovie.com.
Of course, that’s just the tip of the iceberg for

AFME. There’s also a Native American short film
block (Guild Cinema, 2pm on Thursday), a kids’
acting camp (Hotel Andaluz, Friday at 9am) and
a screening of the illuminating farming
documentary SEED: The Untold Story presented
by actor/producer Marisa Tomei (Hiland Theater,
7:30pm on Friday). You can catch an Official
After Party Tribute to Prince featuring former
band members of Shalimar, The Revolution and
The Heartbreakers (Hotel Andaluz, 9:30pm on
Friday). Plus, there’s that 20th anniversary
screening of There’s Something About Mary
(Hiland Theater 4:30pm on Saturday) to look
forward to. For a complete list of films and
events, go to abqfilmx.com.

Shootout in Gallup
The Gallup Film Foundation presents its very
first “66 Hour Digital Shootout.” Filmmaking
teams from all over the state will descend on
Gallup this coming weekend. Each will be given a
genre, a line of dialogue and a prop to
incorporate into their film. Teams will have from
June 8 through 11 to write, shoot and edit their
films (up to 10 minutes in length). All the
resulting shorts will premiere at the historic El
Morro Theatre (207 W. Coal Ave.) in Gallup on
June 17. Interested filmmakers looking for more
info (or wanting to download entry forms) should
go to gallupfilm.org. a

How does a first-time feature filmmaker

lure big-name actors like Toni Collette

and Gabriel Byrne to their indie project?

I was fortunate. I sent the script to Toni
Collette with a letter, and she responded to it.
We met for lunch, and she attached herself.
And once an actor of that caliber comes on to
a film, adds her power, that will do it. That’s
really what got the train moving on the
tracks. So I’ll always be grateful to her for
coming on with the film, because that’s how
we were able to get actors like Ann Dowd and
Gabriel Byrne. And we were able to get the
budget we needed. Yeah, I definitely recognize
what a coup it was to get them. 

Your father actually dropped by the Alibi

offices a couple weeks back. We ran a

preview of Hereditary in our Summer

Film Guide, and he wanted some extra

copies to show friends. I’m assuming,

from that, that your family is pretty nice

and well-grounded. Where, then, does

the self-destructive, inner-demon-

haunted Graham family come from?

My parents are incredibly supportive. They’re
both artists. My mom is a brilliant poet who is
also a brilliant visual artist. And my dad is a
jazz drummer, an R&B drummer. So I grew up
in a family of artists and they’ve been
incredibly supportive. I think that one of the
reasons I’m able to work with such dark
material is because I’ve never been made to
question what I’m doing by them. They’ve
always encouraged me and supported me. I’m
just incredibly fortunate.a

Hereditary opens in theaters nationwide this

Friday.

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

M
ental illness begets mental illness,

tragedy begets tragedy, and grief begets

grief: That slow-rolling, rapidly

accumulating snowball of negative psychic

energy sits at the heart of writer-director Ari

Aster’s art house horror Hereditary. The story

centers on highly emotional wife, mother and

artist Annie Graham (Toni Collette from

Muriel’s Wedding, The Sixth Sense and Little

Miss Sunshine). Annie dreams of getting out

from under the thumb of her domineering and

unstable mother. But when mom finally passes

away, Annie’s family is plagued by a string of

increasingly horrific incidents. 
Aster’s pitch-black domestic chiller has

already garnered a great deal of praise coming
off its successful film festival run. The Playlist

called it “a remarkable, triumphant and
confident picture.” Time Out New York said
the film “takes its place as a new generation’s
Exorcist.” Making that praise even more
impressive is the fact that Hereditary is Aster’s
first feature film. The young filmmaker used to
live in New Mexico, graduated from The
College of Santa Fe and was, for a time, one of
the regular film writers for Weekly Alibi.

Naturally, we couldn’t pass up a chance to
chat with our old colleague and congratulate
him on his sudden, well-deserved success. 

You last wrote for Alibiback in 2004,

contributing a number of feature film

reviews. What else added to your film

education here in Albuquerque?

I studied film at the College of Santa Fe,
which is now the Santa Fe University of Art
and Design. I approached you, back then, to
see if you would be into me writing a couple of
reviews for the Alibi. And you very generously
gave me that space. I was working toward
being a filmmaker, but I’ve always been a
really committed cinephile, and I was excited
by the idea of writing reviews. When I was in
Albuquerque, I would make sure to see
everything at The Guild. I love those guys at
The Guild. And Alphaville, the videostore.
Long gone, but sorely missed.

So what have you been up to, in a

nutshell, since then?

After College of Santa Fe, I went to the AFI
[American Film Institute] Conservatory [in
Hollywood] where I studied directing. I
graduated and got my MFA and made a lot of
shorts and wrote a lot of feature screenplays,
hoping to get one of them off the ground.
Hereditary proved to be the first one.

Hereditary is a very original film,

extremely hard to categorize. I don’t

Toni Collette, during a calmer moment, in Hereditary.
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N
othing says “diminished expectations” like

a summer replacement series on network

television. Back in the day, summer TV was

the exclusive realm of reruns and “Battle of the

Network Stars” specials. Since the explosive

growth of cable, satellite and internet streaming

television, however, the big broadcast networks

have upped their game. A little. There are more

original summer shows now. But with few

exceptions (CBS’ “Under the Dome,” NBC’s

“The Night Shift”), almost all of them are

short-lived shows that have been hustled out of

the fall season and dumped in the summertime

when viewers are busy going to movie theaters

or catching some sun. Late last month NBC

debuted its first seasonal timeslot filler, the low-

effort sci-fi drama “Reverie.”
Billed as a 10-episode “event” (a big hint

there will be no second season), the show exists
in one of those “near future” worlds that look
suspiciously like modern-day Vancouver. “Near
future,” you see, requires little to no effort or
expense from the set and prop departments.
Other than the now ubiquitous clear plastic slab
“sci-fi” phones, the only out-of-place
technology here is the invention of a
stereotypical “virtual reality” world. Known as
“Reverie,” this computer simulation allows users
to create their own private worlds. Unlike
Steven Spielberg’s recent film Ready Player
One—in which everyone flew around, fought
Godzilla and turned into Transformers—no one
in Reverie does anything remotely interesting.
There they are, hanging out on the rooftop of
an ordinary hotel—which is surrounded by hot
air balloons! Wow. Quite the imagination there,
Sparky.

The other “feature” of Reverie is that it can
recreate simulations of dead loved ones and
family members “based on their online
profiles”—a conceit that is patently ridiculous.
If all my friends were digitally recreated based
on their online profiles they’d be nothing but
doggo memes and photos of tacos who argue
about whether The Last Jedi sucked or not.
Nevertheless the “problem” is that this virtual
reality simulation is allegedly so great that users
are slipping into comas and refusing to awake
from their computerized dreams.
Enter former hostage negotiator and current

nonverbal communication professor (or
something to that effect) Mara Kint (the
always-welcome Sarah Shahi from “Person of
Interest” and “The L Word”). She’s recruited by
her old boss (Dennis Haysbert from “24”), who’s
now head of security for the mysterious (or is it
just underdeveloped?) company that built
Reverie. Her job is to go into the computer-
generated dreams of troubled folks and
convince them to return to the real world. 
“Reverie” does score points for appealing to

general audiences with its dumbed-down
science and tear-jerking plots. In the first
episode, for example, Mara’s got to counsel a
guy who’s on a never-ending date with his dead
wife. Each week Mara employs her
psychological smarts to talk a VR addict into
facing their problems rather than escaping
reality. (And for bonus feels, Mara ends each
episode by quietly drowning tears about her
own prematurely deceased relatives in a bottle
of booze.) The end result is less like a TV
version of The Matrix and more like a
computerized remake of “Fantasy Island.” a

“Reverie” airs Wednesdays at 9pm on KOB-4.

TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX By DEVIN D. O’LEaRy

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

FRIDAY 8

Sense8 (Netflix streaming anytime) The
odd, arty, multinational sci-fi drama
from Lana and Lilly Wachowski and J.
Michael Straczynski finally wraps up
with this two-hour movie.

“Just Another Immigrant” (Showtime
7pm) Popular UK comedian Romesh
Ranganathan stars in this humorous
docu-series which follows
Ranganathan as he uproots his family
from Sri Lanka and relocates them all
to Los Angeles.

SATURDAY 9

“Big Hero 6: The Series” (Disney
10am) The Marvel-comic-turned-
Disney-movie returns as a
(traditionally) animated series. A 14-
year-old boy genius, an inflatable
healthcare robot (the lovable Beymax)
and a bunch of his friends form a
high-tech superhero team in futuristic
San Francisco.

“Dodo Heroes” (Animal Planet
7:02pm) This nature-based docu-
series relates “inspiring” stories of
animals in need and the humans who
go to unimaginable lengths to save
them.

SUNDAY 10

“The 72nd Annual Tony Awards” (KRQE-
13 7pm) Singers Josh Groban and
Sara Bareilles serve as hosts. Among
this year’s nominees are Frozen, Mean
Girls, Harry Potter and the Cursed
Child and SpongeBob SquarePants—

proving that Broadway isn’t dead,
just feeding off movies and TV.

MONDAY 11

“Disney’s Fairy Tale Weddings”
(Freeform 6pm) Did you know
you can get married at
Disneyland? Did you know you
can watch people get married at
Disneyland every week on
Freeform?

“David Cassidy: The Last Session”
(A&E 7pm) A&E looks into the
life and music of ’70s teen
heartthrob David Cassidy.

TUESDAY 12

“The Last Defense” (KOAT-7
9:01pm) Actress Viola Davis
(“How to Get Away With Murder”)
produces this crime-based docu-
series that “exposes and explores
flaws in the American justice
system” by showcasing
emotional, real-life death row
cases.

WEDNESDAY 13

“Gordon Ramsay’s 24 Hours to
Hell & Back” (KRQEDT2 8pm)
I’m not clear why TV keeps
coming up with “new” shows for
Gordon Ramsay. They’re all the
same two shows: He’s either
yelling at chefs of yelling at
restaurant owners. This one’s the
latter. a

THURSDAY 7

“TAKE 5: Beyond the Parades”
(Sundance Now streaming anytime)
Not a documentary about the third-
string, late ’90s boy band, but a
collection of short documentaries
about LGBTQ identity, transformation
and acceptance.

“Marvel’s Cloak & Dagger” (Freeform
6pm) The latest Marvel superhero
show is a teen-oriented action drama
about a young white girl and a young
black man from different
backgrounds who develop
complementary superpowers. (She
creates daggers out of light, he
controls darkness.) It’s been heavily
reworked and relocated (to New
Orleans) from the original ’80s
comic.

“American Woman” (Paramount 8pm)
“Inspired” by the life of child
actress/“Real Housewives of Beverly
Hills” star Kyle Richards, this
flashback drama centers on a wife
and mother in the ’70s who finds out
her husband is having an affair, gets
divorced and struggles to raise two
daughters amid “the rise of second-
wave feminism.” So, “One Day at a
Time,” but a lot less funny.

“Reverie” on NBC
Face reality
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FILM | CAPSULES by DEvIn D. O’LEAry

Purple Rain
New Mexico Entertainment Magazine celebrates
Prince's 60th birthday with a screening of this clas-
sic, 1984 musical. The Purple One became an inter-
national superstar thanks in part to this zesty
drama about a young Minneapolis musician strug-
gling to deal with an abusive home life, a nasty
rival, a burgeoning romance and his own growing
ego. The look is dated, of course, but the music
(which won an Oscar) remains as exciting as the
day it was recorded. 111 minutes. R. (Opens Friday
6/8 at Guild Cinema)

Raazi
This Indian thriller is based on a true story and re-
lates the story of an Indian spy (Alia Bhatt, Humpty
Sharma Ki Dulhania) forced to marry a Pakistani
military officer prior to the Indo-Pakistani War of
1971 on the order of her dying (but super patriotic)
father. Hindi with English subtitles. 140 minutes.
Unrated. (Opens Friday 6/8 at Movies West)

The Seagull
Elisabeth Moss, Saoirse Ronan and Annette Bening
headline this drama based on the Chekhov play. An
aging actress (Bening) pays a visit to her brother's
lakeside estate. She brings with her a successful
and charismatic novelist (Corey Stoll from Ant-
Man). He proceeds to seduce and reject an inno-
cent neighbor girl (Ronan), much to the delight of
his bitter host. Don't worry, there are plenty of other
messy love affairs to go around. Although the script
pares away much of Chekhov's weighty dialogue for
modern audiences, the whole thing remains a
stodgy and stagebound affair. 98 minutes. (Opens
Friday 6/8 at High Ridge)

Space Jam
Bugs Bunny and Daffy Duck play basketball along-
side Michael Jordan. Against space aliens. The ’90s
were kind of weird. Oh well, here's this thing, back
on the big screen. 88 minutes. PG. (Opens Sunday
6/10 at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Space Mutiny
The RiffTrax crew (Michael J. Nelson, Kevin Murphy,
Bill Corbett) pokes fun at this awful, chintzy, 1988
sci-fi film starring Reb Brown (of ’70s Captain
America TV movie fame). 120 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Thursday 6/14 at Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

The Swan
In this coming-of-age story from contemporary Ice-
land, a wayward 9-year-old is sent to the distant
countryside to live on her aunt and uncle's farm for
the summer. Amid the beautiful isolation, our young
heroine finds herself drawn to a literate farmhand.
But when her older cousin returns home from
school, her naïve romantic dreams are shattered. In
Icelandic with English subtitles. 91 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Sunday 6/10 at Guild Cinema)

OPENING THIS WEEK

Breath
Simon Baker from "The Mentalist" writes, directs
and stars in this sporting drama based on Tim Win-
ton's award-winning Australian novel. Two teenage
surfers, hungry for discovery, form an unlikely friend-
ship with a mysterious older adventurer who pushes
them to take risks that will have a lasting impact on
their lives. Think Point Break, but with fewer bank
robberies. 115 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday
6/8 at High Ridge)

Doctor Who: Genesis of the Daleks
BBC Studios and Fathom Events present this spe-
cial "directors cut" of the classic 1975 episode run
from "Doctor Who." Tom Baker stars as The Fourth
Doctor, sent back in time with companions Sarah
Jane Smith and Harry Sullivan to prevent the evil
scientist Davros from creating the murderous, me-
chanical Daleks on the ancient planet of Skaro.
110 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Monday 6/11 at
Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

First Reformed
Paul Schrader (Taxi Driver, Hardcore) writes and di-
rects this ham-handed melodrama-cum-thriller
which remixes the "angry white man" vibe of his
previous films to odd effect. Ethan Hawke is a con-
flicted, drunken priest at a historic church in up-
state New York. More of a guide to tourists than a
spiritual advisor to his shrinking congregation, he
jumps at the chance to help a young parishioner
(Amanda Seyfried, Mamma Mia!) with a troubled
husband. Turns out the hubby's a gung-ho environ-
mental activist who wants very much to blow some-
thing up. Weirdly, our priest listens to all the
internet-derived global warming statistics and de-
cides maybe he should blow something up. Conve-
niently, the person paying for his church's upcoming
200th anniversary celebration owns one of the
most polluting companies in America. Also, the
priest is dying of cancer. Subtle this ain't. 113 min-
utes. R. (Opens Thursday 6/7 at Century 14 Down-
town, High Ridge)

The Goonies 
The cult adventure comedy from 1985 returns to
the big screen where it belongs. Join Mikey, Mouth,
Data, Chunk and the rest of the Goonies gang as
they search for the long-lost treasure of One-Eyed
Willie underneath their sleepy Pacific Northwest
town. Sean Astin, Josh Brolin, Corey Feldman and
Martha Plimpton headline the retro cast. It's got pi-
rates, buried treasure, a hideously deformed John
Matuszak and a theme song from Cyndi Lauper.
Honestly, what could be more nostalgic? 114 min-
utes. PG. (Opens Tuesday 6/12 at Flix Brewhouse)

Hereditary
An overly emotional wife, mother and artist (Toni
Collette, The Sixth Sense) dreams of getting out
from under the thumb of her unstable, domineering
mother. But when mom finally dies, our protagonist
finds her family (distracted teenage son, seemingly
autistic daughter and confused hubby Gabriel
Bryne) plagued by a string of horrific tragedies.
Haunted by the ghosts of Sirk, Bergman, Tarkovsky,
Greenaway and Lynch, first-time filmmaker Ari Aster
displays a strong visual eye and a flair for the
shocking in this art house thriller—which slowly
transmogrifies from dark domestic drama to pitch-
black, cosmic horror. 127 minutes. R. (Opens Thurs-
day 6/7 at Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Hotel Artemis
In riot-torn, crime-riddled, near-future Los Angeles,
Jodie Foster (well, Jodie Foster playing a crazy, hard-
ass nurse) runs a secret emergency hospital for
criminals. Sterling K. Brown, Dave Bautista, Jeff
Goldblum, Sophia Boutella, Jenny Slate, Zachary
Quinto and Charlie Day are among the oddball cast
of this blood-and-bullet-soaked exercise in over-
the-top, ’80s-style action. 94 minutes. R. (Opens
Thursday 6/7 at Century 14 Downtown, Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

The Iron Giant
Brad Bird's 1999 adaptation of the much-loved
children's story is a cult favorite in its own right.
Jennifer Aniston, Harry Connick Jr. and Vin Diesel
provide the voices for this wonderfully animated
tale about a misunderstood robot from outer space
who becomes best friends with a young boy during
the Cold War. 86 minutes. PG. (Opens Wednesday
6/13 at Flix Brewhouse)

Jumanji Movie Event 
The original 1995 Jumanji film, starring Robin
Williams, has been paired with the 2017 sequel,
starring Dwayne Johnson. It's a back-to-back Ju-
manji sandwich (with nothing in the middle). 235
minutes. PG-13. (Opens Sunday 6/9 at Century
Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Kaala
Rajinkanth (who's been in more than 200 films)
stars in this Indian crime drama about a kid who
runs away from rural Tirunelveli and moves to the
slums of Mumbai, where he becomes a powerful
crime boss. In Tamil with English subtitles. 161 min-
utes. Unrated. (Opens Thursday 6/7 at Century Rio)

Limelight
Silent film icon Charlie Chaplin wrote, directed and
starred in this late-in-the-game (1952) comedy-
drama about a washed-up clown who saves a suici-
dal vaudeville dancer (Claire Bloom) from killing
herself. The film wasn't seen widely in America until
1972 because Chaplin was banned from the US in
the ’50s thanks to alleged (and ultimately spurious)
Communist sympathies. 137 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Saturday 6/9 at Guild Cinema)

Ocean's 8
In this "side-quel" to the previous Ocean's trilogy,
Danny Ocean's sister (Sandra Bullock) gets out of
jail and immediately plots an impossibly complex
heist to steal a fortune in diamonds from the Met
Gala. Naturally, this involves recruiting a team of
(female) thieves, cons and scam artists to pull off.
Kate Blanchett, Anne Hathaway, Mindy Kaling,
Sarah Paulson, Helena Bonham Carter, Dakota Fan-
ning and Rihanna are among the star-studded cast.
110 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Thursday 6/7 at Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque
12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
High Ridge)

One Last Thing
A lonely dentist in Florida (Wendell Pierce from "The
Wire" and "Treme") is reunited with his long-lost
daughter (Jurnee Smollett-Bell from "Friday Night
Lights") after years apart. This film, "presented by
Chicken Soup for the Soul," is described as "an
eventful and ultimately life-changing journey of dis-
covery." 105 minutes. PG. (Opens Wednesday 6/13
at Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio)

That Summer
This documentary functions as a "prequel" to the
indelible Maysles' brothers classic Grey Gardens. In
the summer of 1972—three years before the
Maysles showed up—renowned photographer Peter
Beard came to the decaying Long Island mansion
of mother-daughter duo Edith and Edie Beale. Now
Danish director Göran Olsson (The Black Power Mix-
tape 1967-1975) assembles Beard's long-lost
footage into a one-of-a-kind family portrait. Among
the luminaries who passed before Beard's lens that
fateful year: Andy Warhol, Mick Jagger, Truman
Capote. 82 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Sunday 6/10
at Guild Cinema)

Veere Di Wedding
Described as a "high-sprited and upbeat coming of
age story," this modern Indian comedy revolves
around the lives of four childhood friends (Kareena
Kapoor, Sonam Kapoor, Shikha Talsania, Swara
Bhaskar) who reunite in Delhi for a wedding, only to
end up confronting issues like family acceptance,
marriage and societal perceptions. In Hindi with
English subtitles. 125 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Fri-
day 6/8 at Movies West)

STILL PLAYING

Action Point
Former "Jackass" Johnny Knoxville stars as the
crackpot owner of a homemade, low-rent, out-of-
control amusement park filled with dangerously un-
safe rides. When a corporate mega-park opens
nearby, jeopardizing his dream, our protagonist
must rely on his estranged daughter and a bunch of
misfit friends to save the day. No stranger to nut
shots, Knoxville provided all his own stunts for this
punishing slapstick comedy. 84 minutes. R. (AMC
Albuquerque 12, Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Century 14
Downtown)

Adrift
Shailene Woodley (the Divergent movies) and Sam
Claflin (the Hunger Games movies) star in this
"true" survival tale about a young couple who fall in
love and decide to go on the adventure of a lifetime
sailing across the Pacific Ocean. They quickly drift
into "one of the most catastrophic hurricanes in
recorded history" and struggle, wounded and with-
out resources, to make their way to Hawaii. 120
minutes. PG-13. (AMC Albuquerque 12, Century
Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Flix Brewhouse,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Cottonwood Stadium
16, Century 14 Downtown)

Albuquerque Film & Music Experience
2018
The 6th annual AFME arrives in Albuquerque with a
curated collection of shorts and features from

Hotel Artemis



JUNE 7-13, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [27]

FILM | CAPSULES

Jason Isaacs—none of whom seem remotely Russ-
ian. But that's not the point. Iannucci instead rev-
els in the beautifully vulgar dialogues between
frenemies and the idea that petty bureaucrats
never change—no matter time or place. Reviewed
in v27 i13. 107 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Life of the Party
When her husband abruptly asks for a divorce, a
middle-aged wife and mother (Melissa McCarthy)
goes all Old School, reenrolling in college to com-
plete her degree. There, her out-of-date hijinks be-
come a source of much embarrassment for her
daughter. 105 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

On Chesil Beach
English novelist Ian McEwan (Atonement) adapts
his own novel, a sad, funny love story about sexual
repression. Back in 1962 Dorset an innocent
young couple (Saoirse Ronan and Billy Howle)
from drastically different backgrounds fall in love
and get married. Through flashbacks, the film ex-
plores the heavy societal pressures and expecta-
tions that can accompany physical intimacy,
leading to one awkward and fateful wedding night.
110 minutes. R. (High Ridge, Century 14 Down-
town)

Overboard
Anna Faris ("Mom") and Spanglish comedy star
Eugenio Derbez (Instructions Not Included, How to
Be a Latin Lover) star in this gender-flipped re-
make of the 1987 Goldie Hawn/Kurt Russell rom-
com. This time around she's the poor, mistreated
contractor and he's the spoiled rich yacht owner
suffering from amnesia. That counts as clever in
today's Hollywood. 112 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Century 14 Downtown, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

Pope Francis: A Man of His Word
For some reason avant-garde German filmmaker
Wim Wenders (Wings of Desire, Until the End of
the World) directs this documentary about Pope

Francis traveling the world delivering his "message
of hope." In English, Italian, French, Spanish and
German with English subtitles. 96 minutes. Un-
rated. (High Ridge)

A Quiet Place
Normally comedic actor John Krasinski ("The Of-
fice") directs this emotional, eerily minimalist hor-
ror thriller (and stars in it alongside wife Emily
Blunt). After the Earth is invaded and nearly deci-
mated by creatures that hunt by sound, a tight-
knit family is forced to live on the run (and in total
silence). When mom gets pregnant, the terrified
parents' (rather justified) overprotectiveness is
tested to the limit. 90 minutes. PG-13. (Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio)

Rampage
Rampage, the plotless 1986 arcade game in
which a giant lizard, a giant wolf and a giant ape
smash up various generic cityscapes, gets the fea-
ture film treatment. Dwayne "The Rock" Johnson
(who starred in 2005's videogamer Doom) head-
lines as a primatologist (sure, why not?) who be-
friends an extraordinarily intelligent ape who grows
to giant size, meets up with some other oversized
monsters and destroys stuff. 107 minutes. PG-13.
(Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

RBG
Much-admired Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsberg gets the biopic treatment with this look
into her life and work. Not just a tribute to the en-
ergetic life of one tough, smart, even-tempered
lady, the documentary also stands as a monu-
ment to her legacy of precedent-setting legal writ-
ing. 98 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, High Ridge)

The Rider
On the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, a
young horse trainer and wannabe rodeo star suf-
fers a life-threatening, career-ending brain injury.
And yet, economic realities and the macho atti-
tude of friends pressure him to get back in the
saddle (literally and figuratively). This intimate,
brutally honest drama is remarkable for the
painful empathy it displays for its characters—and
for the fact that star Brady Jandreau is a non-
actor playing a role that is at least 60 percent in-
spired by his own true-life brush with death. 104
minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Show Dogs
Max, a "macho" Rottweiler police dog is ordered
to go undercover as a primped-up show dog at a
prestigious dog show in order to avert a disastrous
crime. … Yes, this live-action comedy—from the di-
rector who gave us Home Alone 3, Big Momma's
House and Beverly Hills Chihuahua—is basically
Miss Congeniality with a canine instead of Sandra
Bullock. Ludacris, Alan Cumming, Stanley Tucci,
Gabriel Iglesias, Shaquille O'Neal and RuPaul pro-
vide various dog voices. 92 minutes. PG. (Century
Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Solo: A Star Wars Story
Here we are treated to the first solo (so to speak)
origin story for a Star Wars character. Alden Ehren-
reich (Stoker) stars as the cocky young flyboy Han
Solo, meeting his future copilot Chewbacca and
acquiring the Millennium Falcon from suave gam-
bler Lando Calrissian (a perfectly cast Donald
Glover). This tries to explain a lot of things that
didn't really need explaining and can't possibly be
all things to all fans—nevertheless, its an enter-
taining romp full of energy and action. Reviewed
in v27 i22. 135 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Upgrade
In this gleefully violent action flick, a technopho-
bic grease monkey (Logan Marshall-Green, Spider-
Man: Homecoming) and his wife are attacked and
left for dead in near future America. Our hero is
left widowed and paralyzed. But an experimental
computer chip implant from a Steve Jobs-like ge-
nius turns him into a RoboCop/Terminator-style
killing machine. This low-budget, but highly
bonkers ’80s-style throwback comes to us from
the director of Saw and Insidious. 95 minutes. R.
(Century Rio, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

around the globe. Among the selections screening
at Guild Cinema between Wednesday and Sunday
are the PTSD documentary Battlefield: Home—
Breaking the Silence, the pop icon documentary
Sinatra in Palm Springs—The Place He Called
Home and the digeridoo-manufacturing documen-
tary Circular Resonance. For a complete listing of
films and events, got to abqfilmx.com. (Guild Cin-
ema)

Avengers: Infinity War
Marvel Studios folds together characters from just
about every comic book franchise it's got for one
giant-sized, free-for-all brawl. When power-mad
alien conquerer Thanos (Josh Brolin) tries to unite
the six Infinity Gems, The Avengers, Black Panther,
Doctor Strange, Spider-Man and the Guardians of
the Galaxy must join forces to stop him from using
them to wipe out half the life in the universe. Any-
thing you can say about this counts as a spoiler.
It's certainly not the best entry point for the Mar-
vel Cinematic, relying on 10 years of backstory
and setup. But it is a surprising, satisfying and
shockingly dark capper to this second phase of
the MCU. 149 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Blockers
Three teenage girls make a pact to lose their vir-
ginity on prom night in what is essentially a re-
working of every teen sex comedy since Porky's.
However, by concentrating on the panicked par-
ents (Leslie Mann, John Cena, Ike Barinholtz)
scouring the town to prevent their daughters' de-
flowering, the film finds a fresh outlet for the
raunchy outlandishness. There's all the usual sex,
drugs and booze on display, but it's aimed sharply
at the hypocritical (and mostly misplaced) Puri-
tanism of the adults in the room. 102 minutes. R.
(Century Rio)

Book Club
Everybody loves a movie about sassy old ladies!
… Especially other old ladies. … Well, mostly just
other old ladies. Here, an A-list group of seniors
(Diane Keaton, Jane Fonda, Candice Bergen, Mary
Steenburgen) reads 50 Shades of Grey at its
monthly book club meeting, inspiring several
comic sexual shenanigans. Relax, ladies, it's a ter-
rible, terrible book. PG-13. (Century Rio, Century
14 Downtown, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High
Ridge)

Breaking In
For whatever contrived reasons, a mother with two
children can't contact the police or get help when
violent home invaders break into her "impenetra-
ble" high-tech house and take her kids hostage.
So she's got to go all Liam Neeson on their asses.
Gabriel Union (Bring it On, Almost Christmas)
stars, James McTeigue (V for Vendetta, Ninja As-
sassin) directs. 88 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Deadpool 2
Foul-mouthed (and frequently ultraviolent) vigi-
lante Deadpool (Ryan Reynolds) returns for an-
other R-rated outing. This time around, stung by
tragedy, our anti-hero decides he needs a family.
He fast-tracks it by "adopting" a hot-headed
young mutant kid (Julian Dennison from Hunt for
the Wilderpeople), who is being hunted down by a
pissed-off cyborg from the future (Josh Brolin). The
plot is much less important than the wacky asides
and rude jokes, which are amped up even from
the 2016 original. Reviewed in v27 i20. 119 min-
utes. R. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC
Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16)

The Death of Stalin
Armando Iannucci (creator of such biting political
satires as In the Loop and "Veep") transplants his
trademark style to 1950s Russia in this unex-
pected black comedy. Terrifying autocratic Soviet
leader Joseph Stalin has died, leaving a coterie of
greedy, amoral and generally incompetent minis-
ters to squabble like kindergartners over the future
of their country. Among the ensemble cast are Jef-
frey Tambor, Steve Buscemi, Michael Palin and

Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058
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Silence Still Equals Death
Education, activism and MPower

BY AUGUST MARCH

A
brief note on the history of HIV, AIDS

and consequently, the epidemic that

followed in North America during the

mid-’80s through 1995:

In 1979 it seemed like the sky was the

limit. As American culture grew in influence,

boundaries were coming down everywhere.

The struggle engaged by LGBTQ citizens at

places like Stonewall and in noticeably

progressive cities like San Francisco seemed

to indicate that a sea change was coming.

Accepting queer sexual identities as valuable

parts of the over-arching American identity

seemed inevitable.

The election of a right-wing, backwards

looking president in 1980 certainly didn’t

help things, however. A backlash inevitably

followed and many wondered when the civil

rights campaign undertaken by our LGBTQ

comrades would once again gain traction,

helping to change this place into a more

inclusive, accepting and diverse society.

The situation became more complicated

just a few years later when the first epidemic

of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome—

the disease that follows infection with HIV—

struck, displacing and destroying lives as a

nation and its healthcare system dealt with a

particularly cruel blow that seemed to

inordinately affect gay men.

Here in Burque, much of the town’s

creative class was shaken, as otherwise

healthy young men—dancers, artists,

musicians—literally took sick, withered and

died. Among the profound losses, many were

felt at the UNM College of Fine Arts, where

up and coming creatives and contributors to

the scene like flautist Frank Bowen and

dancer Lee Connor seemed to just slip away

into the gathering darkness.

These were very difficult times indeed, and

before the advent of anti-viral treatment with

AZT in 1995, there was much fear in the

community: fear about the disease as well as

fear that the pathology of the affliction would

re-stigmatize the LGBTQ community in

complex and imutable ways.

But in a subculture known for its tenacity,

cohesion—and ability to weather the culture

wars that always seemed to be hanging like

clouds nearby—a message, an answer, more a

call to action, was initiated.

Silence = Death is what that message read.

The short phrase, created by Avram

Finkelstein and his colleagues, was used by

the activist group ACT UP to bring the

rapidly spiraling situation into the light. And

knowing one’s HIV status—and consequently

engaging in safer sex to

help stanch the disease’s

horrible course through

this country—became a

rallying point that

signaled empowerment

and engagement for the

LGBTQ community.

Flash forward more

than 25 years later, to

the year 2018. AIDS is

pandemic in the United

States. Advanced

medical treatment and

prevention have

rendered the affliction,

in many cases,

survivable. But the

disease still kills

thousands each year.

And the LGBTQ

community is still

fighting for its place in

America, even as a right

wing, backward looking administration does

its best to shut such efforts down.

Given that education and prevention are

still priorities, the same dictum applies then

as now. Knowing one’s HIV status is of

paramount importance. Practicing safer sex is

not just a good idea, it’s a matter of

establishing and maintaining public health

priorities.

Into this realm of public policy, peer

education and altruistic activism comes

MPower, a local nonprofit tasked with

providing local LGBTQ youth with the

answers and support they need to properly

and healthfully engage the future.

Weekly Alibi sat down with MPower’s HIV

Programs Managers Josh Garcia and Jax

Sugars, as well as HIV Prevention Educator

Xian Bass, to find out how their program

supports local youth, as well as how activism

still plays a roll in the civil rights struggle

faced by LGBTQ citizens here in

Albuquerque.

Weekly Alibi: Josh, how did you get

involved with MPower?

Josh Garcia: When I graduated from high

school, back in 2003, I didn’t have any gay

friends. I didn’t know much about gay sex or

anything. I met a friend in college who told

me about MPower. He said I might be able to

make friends who you can relate to, who you

can learn from.

Had you been educated about HIV as a

youth?

No, growing up in a catholic family, I hadn’t

heard about it. I heard that if you got AIDS

you would die; that’s all that I knew. So I

wasn’t well educated about HIV or AIDS.

Do you think that’s a common thing,

that young people don’t generally know

the pathology of HIV?

I think that it is, even in this day and age. In

[public] schools, they talk a lot about

heterosexual practices but not much about

homosexual activity, or what people are going

through, knowing that not everyone has the

same [experiences with] sex. That’s okay

because this program is focused on educating

people about what to be on the lookout for,

depending on what sort of sexual practices

they engage in. That’s what MPower does.

Besides providing public health

services and education, how does

MPower create and sustain community?

So, when I came back to Albuquerque after

college, I went into corporate America. I

worked in the hospitality industry, but I

wasn’t getting any fulfillment out of that. It

wasn’t very rewarding, but I had always done

volunteer work related to HIV awareness. It

just came to a point where I began thinking

that I wanted to support my community by

being a leader in that community and helping

it grow and flourish, through education and

activism, in Albuquerque. Anyway, I met

with a friend and he asked me to think about

what I really love doing. It turns out I really

love making sure people in my community

know about their [HIV] status, making sure

they know about the options available to

them.

Now that you’re a programs manager

here at MPower, what is your vision of

what the nonprofit can provide to

LGBTQ youth and to the city of

Albuquerque at large?

My vision is making sure that everybody

knows their [HIV] status. It doesn’t matter

what your status is—if you are negative it

doesn’t matter, if you are positive it doesn’t

matter—but knowing is absolutely important

to an individual and to the community. What

follows that is knowledge of the resources

available for people with a positive status.

MPower, which is under the direction of

Planned Parenthood now—it used to be

under New Mexico AIDS Services, now it’s a

national organization that oversees our

work—may not be the place you want to go

to get health services, but we are committed

to helping clients find services that match

their needs and wants.

How much of a concern is HIV? Does it

remain a health threat to the youth of

the city?

There have been amazing advancements in

the past 20 years. The idea that HIV and

AIDS are the same has changed. [A positive

status] is no longer a death sentence. As long

as you get into treatment, it can be managed.

That’s one of our most important messages. In

2012, a medication regimen, called PrEP, or

pre-exposure prophylaxis, came into use. This

approach, when used daily and with the

involvement of a heath care provider can

help prevent an HIV-negative person from

getting HIV from a partner who is positive.

Pride 2018  continues on page31 
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We want to make sure people know this

treatment is available.

Is this an expensive course of

treatment?

Just like any medication, it can be expensive,

but there are many resources available here in

New Mexico that are designed to get people

the help they need. The drug manufacturer of

Truvada [the name of the PrEP drug combo]

has financial assistance available. We work

closely with our community partners to find

funding for our clients too.

How is your organization funded?

We came under the authority of Planned

Parenthood about four years ago and get

additional funding through the N.M.

Department of Health. The great thing about

working with Planned Parenthood is that our

organization has shifted a little over the years.

We’ve embraced the pro-choice platform. Just

as women’s healthcare involves choices, so

does engaging with us. We, as individuals,

have choices. If you tell me that you don’t

want to use a condom, I’m not going to gasp

and say, “Oh no, you must.” Instead, I’m

going to ask that we talk about your choice,

about other preventative measures, like

giving oral [instead of engaging in

intercourse] or going on PrEP. So we are pro-

choice and believe individuals have the right

to choose what’s best for their body.

Jax, what sort of values do you want to

embody and pass on to the community

through your involvement in MPower?

Jax Sugars: I always wanted to work with

LGBTQ kids. Getting to work with

adolescents everyday and the different things

they have to struggle with in their lives has

been very awesome. Being a safe voice that is

always present in their lives is very important

to me. Teaching them skills about life, even

as they struggle is valuable to everyone

involved.

How is MPower important to the

Albuquerque community?

I think it’s important because we don’t have

many places our town’s LGBTQ kids can go

and be themselves, where they can be

surrounded by their peers and friends. This is

a drug- and alcohol-free space where it’s safe

to just be yourself and have a good time,

getting to know one another. We also don’t

have many places that are actively teaching

our kids sex-ed.

Do you feel like the public schools have

dropped the ball on sex-ed?

I feel like the public schools do an okay job,

but it’s very heterosexual-centralized, very cis-

gender centralized. That makes it a lot harder

for LGBTQ kids to get information geared

specifically towards them, towards the kind of

sex that they are having. As soon as they

figure out that most of it [sex-ed] is centered

around pregnancy pevention, they tune out.

LGBT kids really need to hear the message

that, even if they don’t have to worry about

pregnancy, they should still be concerned

about STIs.

So that leads me to ask whether, as a

culture, we’ve lost some ground in the

battle for LGBTQ rights. Have recent

political events caused a backlash? Do

you feel ostracized by the patriarchy?

There’s a lot more acceptance than there used

to be. It’s easier for families to accept their

LGBTQ kids and that’s great. But there is still

a stigma. This is especially true for trans

people. There are more and more laws being

passed that discriminate against them, take

away their rights. There is fear coming from

conservatives who don’t understand, who

view LGBTQ people, especially trans people

as predators. That is absolutely not true.

Xian, what would you like to add to all of

this?

Xian Bass: In my position, we talk about sex

and sexuality through performing arts. I teach

Afro-Caribbean based hip-hop dance here,

among other programs. All of this functions

with the intention of bringing up health-

related issues.

Do the performing arts provide an

accessible means of discussing issues

that affect the lives of young people in

Burque?

I would say yes, however, I think they need to

be active too. Not everyone is interested in

singing and dancing or reading poetry, but the

really wonderful thing I love about this job is

the drag shows we have for both youth and

adults. And that’s a great entry, young people

are already performing, expressing

themselves, experimenting with identity and

sexuality.

Finally, how is what you are doing

important to this little village on the

river?

Two things come up, similar to what Josh was

saying. The first is safe-space making. I know

that the term gets thrown around a lot, but

when we’re talking about building LGBTQ

community, especially for young people that

may not have a safe space at home—and a lot

of the young people I’ve worked with have

been homeless because of their sexuality. So,

safety is number one. Making sure we give

young people access to education and

resources, so that they can be healthy on their

own terms—on their own terms—is an

essential part of our mission. If you give the

people access to the education necessary to

make healthy decisions—and the access they

need to tangibles like condoms and lube, you

are giving them the power to fight their own

fight. We are making warriors who can

protect themselves. a

Pride 2018 continued from page28
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SONIC REDUCER
BYAUGUST MARCH

eric.lisausky
Where’s The Bananas?

(Self-released)

In case you want to
know, Eric Lisausky is
the brains behind YOU,
an Albuquerque-based
prog-rock band that
absolutely established a
new standard of
spaced-out, stony sounds emanating from the
high desert. Lisausky trucked out to Califas to
continue his heady affair with rocanrol music
and this is one of the results. Overall, the tone
here is skewed toward snarky but still happy.
On “Absorbed,” a dreamy idyll comes apart
before reconstructing itself as a closing
reference that segues into further musical
deconstructions that are surprisingly snappy,
even for someone whose brain is baking in
the California sun. These are carefree tracks,
and “Roach In My Pocket” tells a Blattodean
tale without resorting to a sonic description
of Kafkaesque miseries—totally rocking out
while demonstrating mastery of a still-
slippery craft. The whole album is like that,
tempered with an implied self-derision that
rescues itself over and over with cold-ass
jams like “Perpetual Downer.” The cover art
by Alibi alum Jesse Phillips reflects the
elusive surrealism that inhabits each of the
tracks. Those might initially be mistaken for
whimsy, but when Lisausky shows his teeth
(which is quite frequently on this record) he is
all business, me intiendes? 

Theo Rego
Guitar Works from Cochiti

(Self-released)

Theo Rego’s thoughtful
collection of
compositions for guitar,
each named and
classified by key, is a
truly delightful listening
experience, and I mean
that without any of the usual grit and gravy I
demonstrate towards art music. Playing the
guitar in the manner of classicists, but with an
ear for deep melodic and technical
exploration, Rego begins his string-based
discourse in style, weaving a plethora of
transcendent and translucent sounds
together in a journey that is quite capable of
carrying listeners away on its fine feathery
wings. The related tonalities of the pieces
become evident as the artist unwinds through
each as a separate statement. “Guitar Work in
A” seems like a natural follow-up to its
precursor, “Guitar Work #1 in D” and when
Rego moves on to A Minor in the third track—
a piece with strong Andalusian inflections—
listeners begin to hear the direction and
space into which the composer’s mind is
wandering. Rego’s sustained competence and
technical prowess on this record drives it
toward completion, but the inherent beauty
and order which his music suggests is enough
to transport listeners far away from the
normative, indeed. a

MUSIC | Show Up!

Sure as the Sandias
Rise like Olympus above el valle

BY AUGUST MARCH

“I
stopped an old man along the way/
Hoping to find some long forgotten
words or ancient melodies/ He turned

to me as if to say, ‘Hurry boy, it's waiting
there for you.’ ”—Africa.
Perhaps you picture Toto—not from the

Wizard of Oz, but the band from El Lay,
pendejos—when the above lyric floats by
you. If you came up with Wild at Heart,

that’s two points; good job. Anyway
listeners can now add the vaunted second
generation new wave band called Weezer to
the list of associations that come up when
any of the previous aspects of reality are
lumped together and handed out by the
media.
After a fan implored that one band with

that one decent album (it’s blue, yo) to re-
record a classic American pop tune—made
famous by a band that featured three
brothers that were mainly hell bent to outdo
the choptastic yacht rocking proclivities of
Fagen and Becker—Rivers Cuomo and
company did just that. Their fuzzy rendition
cleared up a couple of things for me, like
mostly cementing the idea that Weezer is
decent but they’ll never be a Pixies or
Radiohead. Much like their vaunted
predecessors, they’ll also remain right
outside the orbit that contains the bigger
planets, but continue to chase them joyfully
anyway.
What does that have to do with this

week’s concert line-up? I dunno; maybe you
can ask your favorite local band to cover
something atypically grand yet vacuous. I
don’t recommend it, though. You’re better
just going out and listening to the great
music that’s playing here in the next few
days. Or you can stay home and listen to
Countdown to Ecstasy. Your choice. 

Friday
On flyers found ’round the Downtown area,
it’s advertised as a “Summer Get Down.”
Another appropriate word might be
hootenanny, which is a reference to the
American folk music and dance scene of the
late 19th century, appropriated for modern
audiences in Califas who wanted to jam to
folk music in the early ’60s but didn’t know
what to call the subsequent spasmodic
sequences. Whatever you wanna call it,
they’ll be doing it American-style, roots
bared and all, on Friday, June 8. That’s
when Silver String Band, The Porter

Draw, Dirty Brown Jug Band and The

High Desert Playboys will be picking and
grinning until oblivion—or 1am the next

morning, whichever comes first, at Burque’s
premier rock club, Launchpad (618 Central
Ave. SW). As you may recall, these bands
feature some of the best players in town,
including Emily Anslover, the fiddle player
for SSB, an outfit that took a number one
award away in the folk/Americana category
of our yearly BoB music reader’s poll. In
addition, the Porter Draw (the inverted,
ghostly alter-ego of Lousy Robot) has one of
the cleanest, purest, tinged with darkness
alt-country sounds in the hood and will play
a set. Dirty Brown Jug Band still adheres to a
philosophy based in booze, cigarettes, dope
and guitar pickin’, so they are worth hearing
and dancing to as well. I haven’t heard The
High Desert Playboys, but Clark Andrew
Libbey fronts this new classic country outfit
so I reckon they rock too; they’re fine if you
got the time, as I recall. 9pm • $7 • 21+.

Saturday
For metal heads who like your Plutonic stew
to be thick as the sludge on the floor of the
kitchen in Hades, have I got news for you.
Ufomammut, one of the darkest, most
droning and deliriously hypnotic power trios
to ever come outta Europe (unless you’re all
about that black Norwegian blend, in which
case, excuse me) is playing at Sister (407
Central Ave. NW) on Saturday, June 9.
Known for esoteric and complex rocanrol
music that evokes ancient religious rites and
personages while also indulging in the heavy
synth sounds abundantly explored by other
continental metal and prog bands,
Ufomammut is a singular entity. Their
serious approach to music and to metal
aesthetics should make this a must see show
for anyone interested in what the dark
frontiers of rock music sound and feel like.
New acolytes are encouraged to indulge in
masterworks like Lucifer Songs or Ecate but

there still should be a sign preceding or
framing said experience that reads
“Abandon all hope for melody, ye who
enter”—except it should be in Italian, just
like in the Divine Comedy. Legendary Nueva

York experimental psych outfit White Hills

open. Their record Frying on This Rock still
thrills, six years out. Damn. 9pm • $13 •
21+.

Sunday
Sleep is playing at Sunshine Theatre (120
Central Ave. NW) on Sunday, June 10. I am
telling you that at the beginning of this rant
so you will have an idea of how important
the whole damn thing is to me. I am
convinced that this trio—comprised of Al
Cisneros, Matt Pike and Jason Roeder—is
one of the most influential rocanrol outfits
in the world today, one of the reasons that
the genre continues to skate along blithely
while the forces of EDM and hip-hop circle
about like hungry birds waiting for this trio
in particular to drift off past somnolence and
into oblivion. That may never happen now
that the trio’s new album, The Sciences, has
finally dropped. The quintessence of stoner
rock taken to an exponential level accessed
through communion with the plant spirit
dwelling within marijuana, this work has
everything. A downtuned bass, druggy
drums, meditative vocalizations, winding,
trespassing guitars, the bubbling sounds of
smoky victory and cannabis-based references
to Dune make The Sciences more than a
comeback effort. It’s a mind-blown victory
lap about how high and far away space really
truly is, that can be listened to an infinite
amount of times as any one of us circles the
sun in the star-strewn emptiness that
surrounds the world. Jet City minimalists
Bell Witch and Burque’s own brilliant
bassist, James Whiton open. Go see this
show, ese! 8pm • $20 • 13+.

Sleep COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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THURSDAY JUNE 7
 CANTEEN BREWHOUSEWatermelon Jug Band • folk • 6pm • FREE

THE COPPER LOUNGE Cool Breeze Comedy • 7pm • No Cover •
21+

FILLING PHILLY'S Spankey Lee • folk, jazz, pop, blues, mellow
rock • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Ladies' Night • The
Westwind Band • country • 8pm • FREE • 21+

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Anthony Jeselnik • comedy • 7:30pm

LAUNCHPAD The Sword • heavy metal, psychedelic • The Atomic
Bitchwax • hard rock, stoner metal • 9pm

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY First Thursdays Presents• Nathan
Fox • indie, singer-songwriter, blues • 6pm • Nathan Fox Presents
Open Mic Night • 10pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SALT AND BOARD High Desert Playboys • country, Americana •
6pm • FREE • 21+

SAVOY WINE BAR & GRILL Vintage Brew • rock, blues, country •
6pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Shitty and the Terribles • garage, punk • Shrewd • Sweet
Nothin' • 8pm • $3 • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Blue October • rock, alternative • Kitten • indie
rock • 8pm • 13+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Prince Tribute Concert • variety •
8pm • $10-$15

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Rudy Boy Duo • rock • 8:30pm • 21+

FRIDAY JUNE 8
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Steven Brown •
variety • 5:30pm • Bird's Eye Lowdown • variety • 8:30pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Sim Balkey • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Severo y Grupo
Fuego • Latin, Spanish • 1pm • FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Silver String Band • folk • The Porter Draw • alt.country,
Americana • Dirty Brown Jug Band • country, bluegrass • High Desert
Playboys • 9pm

LEO’S NIGHTCLUB Honduh Daze • hardcore, thrash • 8pm

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Headliners Comedy Presents •
9:35pm • $5 • 21+

SCALO NORTHERN ITALIAN GRILL Robb Janov Group • Gypsy
jazz, funk, swing • 7pm • FREE

STONE FACE TAVERN Odd Dog • classic rock • 8:30pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO.My Girl My Whiskey and Me • bluegrass •
5pm • FREE • 21+

SATURDAY JUNE 9
B2B2 TAPROOM Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz •
6:30pm • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Mark and JoJo •
variety • 5:30pm • Beg, Borrow and Steal • variety • 8:30pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

BROKEN TRAIL TASTING ROOM One For The Road • variety • 8pm

DIRTY BOURBON Sim Balkey • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Patema • progressive • Anesthesia • heavy metal • The
Talking Hours • indie rock • Mad Pow • Salem's Bend • 9pm

LEO’S NIGHTCLUB La Mugre Social Club • Lost Beat • Spanish,
rock • El Duo Bohemio Uni 2 • 9pm • $10 • 21+

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Black Hats and Pearl Snaps • country,
Honky Tonk • 8pm

PIATANZI Gustavo Pimentel • variety • 6pm • Free

SAVOY WINE BAR & GRILL Keith Sanchez Trio • alternative, Latin,
Americana • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SEASONS ROTISSERIE & GRILL Le Chat Lunatique • Gypsy jazz,
swing • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Ufomammut • metal, psychedelic • White Hills • 9pm

Calendar | MusiC

MUSIC

CALENDAR

SUNSHINE THEATER Buckethead • guitar virtuoso, experimental •
8pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Eli del Puerto • variety • 3pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Quietly Kept • pop, rock • 6pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARKAbel Lopez Art Opening • 3pm •
Alto Estilo • Latin, reggae, soul • 8pm • FREE • 21+

YANNI'S AND LEMONI BAR AND GRILL SWAG Trio • jazz, blues •
7:30pm • FREE • 21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Kari Simmons and The Groove Line •
pop, rock, soul • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

SUNDAY JUNE 10
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE The Porter Draw • alt.country, Americana,
bluegrass • 4pm • FREEFRESH BISTRO Spankey Lee • folk, jazz,
pop, blues, mellow rock • 10am • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Fad Vandals • alternative • Machine • The Sex On TV •
Heterophobia • Arcade Rivals • 8pm • $7

SEASONS ROTISSERIE & GRILL Lani Nash Trio • singer-songwriter,
Americana, folk • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Maps & Atlases • experimental rock • 8pm

SUNSHINE THEATER Sleep • Bell Witch • Marsupious • stoner rock •
8pm • 13+

MONDAY JUNE 11
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Singing Pilgrims •
folk, country • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER The Fixx • rock, new wave • 7pm • $22 •
21+

LAUNCHPAD Ingested • Disentomb • Arkaik • death metal • Venom
Prison • Signs Of The Swarm • A Malicious Plague • Impaled Offering •
8pm • $15-$18 • ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Ceschi and the Anonymous Inc. • Cousin
Boneless • Adam Hooks • singer-songwriter • Gunsafe • alt.country •
Nora Cursed • Jackie Brown • 8pm

TUESDAY JUNE 12
THE GATHERING SPOT TransContinental Music and Comedy Show •
7pm • $5 • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Crushed!? • rock • ZETA • Tides • post hardcore •
Honorable Death • 8pm • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Sleepspent • variety • Lucania • Lexy Petis •
Sleepy Hero • 8pm • $7 • 21+

O'NIELL'S PUB, Nob Hill Homie Hangout Comedy Open Mic •
9pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

O'NIELL'S PUB, Northeast Heights Open Mic Comedy Hosted
by AJ and Greg • 9pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER SunMonks • Gerunding • pop rock • Prism Bitch • punk •
8pm

STEEL BENDER BREWYARD Lenin and McCarthy • acoustic, pop
rock • 6pm • ALL-AGES!

WEDNESDAY JUNE 13
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DUEL BREWINGWikki Wikki Wednesday • DJ Wae Fonky • Cloudface •
Randy B • hip-hop • 9pm • FREE

HYATT REGENCY DOWNTOWN Franc Chiwiwi's Latin Jazz Allstars •
Latin jazz • 6pm • FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD The Supervillains • Shark Suit • Hub City Soundsystem •
rock, reggae • Pocket Full Of Dub Soundsystem • alternative •
7:30pm

LEO’S NIGHTCLUB Mr. P Chill • underground hip-hop • Sepsis •
rap, hip-hop, dance • 9pm • $6 • 21+

MOLLY'S BAR, Tijeras Schumann and Kinabrew • acoustic rock •
6pm • FREE • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE FuzzQueen • Shitty and the Terribles • garage,
punk • The Sex on T.V. • 8pm • $7

PIATANZI Gustavo Pimentel • variety • 6pm • Free

RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Paint It Black
Comedy Open Mic • 7pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Kumite Classic: Retro Fighting Game Tournament • 6pm •
FREE

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Ruben Vail • acoustic rock • 8:30pm •
FREE • 21+-

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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Thursday JUNE 7 8:00pm Doors

Wednesday JUNE 6 8:00pm Doors

Saturday JUNE 9 8:00pm Doors

Friday JUNE 8 8:00pm Doors

Monday JUNE 11 8:00pm Doors

Tuesday JUNE 12 8:00pm Doors

Sunday JUNE 10 8:00pm Doors

Wednesday JUNE 13 7:00pm Doors

Thursday JUNE 14 8:00pm Doors

Sunday JUNE 10 8:00pm Doors

HOLOCAUSTIC  MOSCOSIUM
WARLIKE WOLVES  EYE

THE SWORD
THE ATOMIC BITCHWAX

PATEMA  ANESTHESIA
THE TALKING HOURS  MAD POW

SALEM'S BEND

FAD VANDALS  MACHINE
THE SEX ON TV  HETEROPHOBIA

ARCADE RIVALS

SILVER STRING BAND
THE PORTER DRAW  DIRTY BROWN JUG BAND

THE HIGH DESERT PLAYBOYS

INGESTED  DISENTOMB
ARKAIK  VENOM PRISON

SIGNS OF THE SWARM
A MALICIOUS PLAGUE  IMPALED OFFERING

CRUSHED!?  ZETA
THE SEX ON T.V.  TIDES.

THE SUPERVILLAINS
SHARK SUIT  HUB CITY SOUNDSYSTEM

POCKET FULL OF DUB

THE RIDDIMS  BREWFISH

RED MESA
VINYL RELEASE SHOW

EARTHRIDE
THE TALKING HOURS  LILITH

THIS
THURSDAY!!!

THIS
THURSDAY!!!
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bAkED gOODS | CAnnAbiS nEwS by jOShuA LEE

Mainstream Appeal
Poll: New Mexicans in favor of

cannabis legalization

A
survey of 420 New Mexicans conducted by
Research & Polling Inc. in March, said
that 63 percent of adults polled would

support a bill to legalize, tax and regulate
cannabis sales to adults—up from 61 percent
reported in 2016. It also found that the number
of people “strongly supportive” of legalization
has grown by six percentage points.
Shocking news, to be sure. 

New Mexicans are far from stupid,
and we're well aware of the already
booming medical cannabis industry
(the Department of Health reported
52,260 patients and 6,693 personal
production license-holders at the end
of April). The idea of opening the
doors to any industry that will pump
cash into this dried out husk seems
mighty tempting—and we're mighty
thirsty.

The legalization of cannabis is becoming
a major talking point in the race for governor,
and while it's easy to blow off—to remind
yourself that there's no such thing as a one-
issue race—it's important to remember that
this issue addresses concerns that are
immediate to many New Mexicans: personal
freedom and low coffers.

As of this writing, the primaries have yet to
happen. We know Steve Pearce, who already
said he wouldn't support legalization, is
running unopposed for the GOP, but our
Democratic candidate has yet to be
determined. Of the three running, only Jeff
Apodaca fully supports cannabis legalization.
Joseph Cervantes isn't interested in legalizing
at all and Michelle Lujan Grisham has been
soft on the issue, calling for more research.

But whoever is now running against Pearce
had better start thinking hard about their
stance. His anti-cannabis platform has surely
turned off a portion of the voters out there, and
an opponent taking up the pro-cannabis
banner would have no trouble drawing them
in.

I still won't hold my breath, though. This
place nurtures my cynicism.

More Studies Show
Cannabis Curbs Opioid
Dependence
A number of new studies support the idea that
cannabis can be used to treat opioid
dependency, despite the numerous concerns
voiced by politicians of late. 

The Tilray Observational Patient Study
(TOPS), reportedly the largest national
longitudinal medical cannabis study ever
performed in Canada, surveyed 573 medical
cannabis patients who are currently using
Tilray products. The study found that 51
percent of patients who admitted to using
opioids regularly when they enrolled in the
survey reported complete cessation of opioid
use within the first 6 months of cannabis
treatment. Philippe Lucas, vice president,

Patient Research and Access at Tilray, and lead
investigator of TOPS said the data “suggests
that cannabis may play a harm-reduction role
in the ongoing opioid dependence and
overdose crisis.”

In May, the online journal The Mental
Health Clinician published a study that showed
a number of patients enrolled in New York's
medical cannabis program saw
improvements in their quality of life, a
reduction in pain and a reduction in
opioid use within the first three months
of enrollment.

And JAMA released a report last
month studying data collected from

Medicare that found that in states
where cannabis is legally
obtainable, the number of opioid

prescriptions was reduced by 3.7
million daily doses. Although the
findings don't prove anything, they

appear to show a correlation between cannabis
availability and opioid use reduction.

Employee Cannabis Testing
Losing Popularity
A number of employers are dropping the
practice of drug testing applicants for cannabis.
According to Lexology, judges in three court
cases last year sided with employees who were
either passed over at the hiring stage or fired
from their position because of failed cannabis
tests, despite their enrollment in legally
recognized medical cannabis programs. 

In Massachusetts, the Supreme Judicial
Court of Massachusetts allowed an employee
who was turned away from a job after one day
of working because she failed her drug test to
sue the hiring company, saying she had a claim
for handicap discrimination. The case is
currently moving through the state's lower
courts. 

In Connecticut, a federal district court
blocked a company's motion to dismiss a
lawsuit in which an employee was similarly
turned away following a pre-employment drug
screening. According to the decision, the
state's Palliative Use of Marijuana Act protects
patients enrolled in the program from employer
discrimination. The case is now being litigated. 

And in New York, an Administrative Law
Judge ruled that the New York City Taxi and
Limousine Commission could not revoke a
driver's TLC license because they tested
positive for THC if they were enrolled in the
state's medical cannabis program, as the rules
only bar the use of illegal drugs.

Christopher S. Rugaber, an economics
writer for the Associated Press, recently
instructed small business owners to reexamine
their drug policies, since they could cause legal
headaches in the future. His advice: If you
aren't running a business that's regulated by the
federal Department of Transportation, is a
defense contractor or involves the use of tools
which cause safety concerns, you’re safer just
dropping the tests altogether. a

8 Proven Benefits

of CBD

Inflammation

Natural pain relief

Reduces Anxiety

Helps to Fight Cancer
Relieves Nausea

May Treat Seizures and 
Other Neurological 

Disorders

Lowers Incidence
of Diabetes

Promotes Cardiovascular 
Health And much more!

Liquid Drop, Ointments,
Pet Care, Edibles,
and Much More!

4012 Central Ave SE

(505) 750-0158

No Medical Card
Needed
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Free Will Astrology | Horoscopes by rob brezsny

ARIES (March 21-April 19): According to my
analysis of the astrological omens, you would be wise
to ruffle and revise your relationship with time. It would
be healthy for you to gain more freedom from its
relentless demands; to declare at least some
independence from its oppressive hold on you; to elude
its push to impinge on every move you make. Here's a
ritual you could do to spur your imagination: Smash a
timepiece. I mean that literally. Go to the store and
invest $20 in a hammer and alarm clock. Take them
home and vociferously apply the hammer to the clock in
a holy gesture of pure, righteous chastisement. Who
knows? This bold protest might trigger some novel
ideas about how to slip free from the imperatives of
time for a few stolen hours each week.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Promise me that you
won't disrespect, demean or neglect your precious
body in the coming weeks. Promise me that you will
treat it with tender compassion and thoughtful
nurturing. Give it deep breaths, pure water, healthy and
delicious food, sweet sleep, enjoyable exercise and
reverential sex. Such veneration is always
recommended, of course—but it's especially crucial for
you to attend to this noble work during the next four
weeks. It's time to renew and revitalize your
commitment to your soft warm animal self.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Between 1967 and
1973, NASA used a series of Saturn V rockets to
deliver six groups of American astronauts to the moon.
Each massive vehicle weighed about 6.5-million
pounds. The initial thrust required to launch it was
tremendous. Gas mileage was seven inches per gallon.
Only later, after the rocket flew farther from the grip of
Earth's gravity, did the fuel economy improve. I'm
guessing that in your own life, you may be experiencing
something like that seven-inches-per-gallon feeling
right now. But I guarantee you won't have to push this
hard for long.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Mars, the planet that
rules animal vitality and instinctual enthusiasm, will
cruise through your astrological House of Synergy for
much of the next five months. That's why I've
concluded that between now and mid-November, your
experience of togetherness can and should reach peak
expression. Do you want intimacy to be robust and
intense, sometimes bordering on rambunctious? It will
be if you want it to be. Adventures in collaboration will
invite you to wander out to the frontiers of your
understanding about how relationships work best.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Which astrological sign
laughs hardest and longest and most frequently? I'm
inclined to speculate that Sagittarius deserves the
crown, with Leo and Gemini fighting it out for second
place. But having said that, I suspect that in the coming
weeks you Leos could rocket to the top of the chart,
vaulting past Sagittarians. Not only are you likely to
find everything funnier than usual; I bet you will also
encounter more than the usual number of authentically
humorous and amusing experiences. (P.S.: I hope you
won't cling too fiercely to your dignity, because that
would interfere with your full enjoyment of the
cathartic cosmic gift.)

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): According to my
analysis of the astrological omens, a little extra egotism
might be healthy for you right now. A surge of super-
confidence would boost your competence; it would also
fine-tune your physical well-being and attract an
opportunity that might not otherwise find its way to
you. So, for example, consider the possibility of renting
a billboard on which you put a giant photo of yourself
with a tally of your accomplishments and a list of your
demands. The cosmos and I won't have any problem
with you bragging more than usual or asking for more
goodies than you're usually content with.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The coming weeks will be
a favorable time for happy endings to sad stories and
for the emergence of efficient solutions to convoluted
riddles. I bet it will also be a phase when you can
perform some seemingly clumsy magic that dispatches
a batch of awkward karma. Hooray! Hallelujah! Praise
Goo! But now listen to my admonition, Libra: The

coming weeks won't be a good time to toss and turn in
your bed all night long thinking about what you might
have done differently in the month of May. Honor the
past by letting it go.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): "Dear Dr. Astrology: In
the past 4 weeks, I have washed all 18 of my
underpants 4 times. Without exception, every single
time, each item has been inside-out at the end of the
wash cycle. This is despite the fact that most of them
were not inside-out when I threw them in the machine.
Does this weird anomaly have some astrological
explanation? -Upside-Down Scorpio." Dear Scorpio:
Yes. Lately your planetary omens have been rife with
reversals, inversions, flip-flops and switchovers. Your
underpants situation is a symptom of the bigger forces
at work. Don't worry about those bigger forces, though.
Ultimately, I think you'll be glad for the renewal that will
emerge from the various turnabouts.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): As I sat down to
meditate on your horoscope, a hummingbird flew in my
open window. Scrambling to herd it safely back outside,
I knocked my iPad on the floor, which somehow caused
it to open a link to a Youtube video of an episode of the
TV game show “Wheel of Fortune,” where the hostess
Vanna White, garbed in a long red gown, revealed that
the word puzzle solution was USE IT OR LOSE IT. So
what does this omen mean? Maybe this: You'll be
surprised by a more-or-less delightful interruption that
compels you to realize that you had better start taking
greater advantage of a gift or blessing that you've been
lazy or slow to capitalize on.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You're in a phase
when you'll be smart to bring more light and liveliness
into the work you do. To spur your efforts, I offer the
following provocations. 1) "When I work, I relax. Doing
nothing makes me tired." -Pablo Picasso. 2)
"Opportunities are usually disguised as hard work, so
most people don't recognize them." -Ann Landers. 3)
"Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work." -
Aristotle. 4) "Creativity is allowing yourself to make
mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep." -Scott
Adams. 5) "Working hard and working smart can
sometimes be two different things." -Byron Dorgan. 6)
"Don't stay in bed unless you can make money in bed." -
George Burns. 7) "Thunder is good, thunder is
impressive; but it is lightning that does the work." -Mark
Twain.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): "There isn't enough
of anything as long as we live," said poet and short-
story writer Raymond Carver. "But at intervals a
sweetness appears and, given a chance, prevails." My
reading of the astrological omens suggests that the
current phase of your cycle is one of those intervals,
Aquarius. In light of this grace period, I have some
advice for you, courtesy of author Anne Lamott: "You
weren't born a person of cringe and contraction. You
were born as energy, as life, made of the same stuff as
stars, blossoms, breezes. You learned contraction to
survive, but that was then." Surrender to the
sweetness, dear Aquarius.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Between you and your
potential new power spot is an imaginary 10-foot-high,
electrified fence. It's composed of your least charitable
thoughts about yourself and your rigid beliefs about
what's impossible for you to accomplish. Is there
anything you can do to deal with this inconvenient
illusion? I recommend that you call on Mickey Rat, the
cartoon superhero in your dreams who knows the
difference between destructive destruction and
creative destruction. Maybe as he demonstrates how
enjoyable it could be to tear down the fence, you'll be
inspired to join in the fun. a

HOMEWORK: CONFESS YOUR DEEPEST SECRETS TO

YOURSELF. SAY THEM OUT LOUD WHEN NO ONE BUT

YOU IS LISTENING. TESTIFY AT

FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM.  

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.
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Where: Lomas True Valueon 5/12/2018.

RINGING ME UP
I was buying two movies at best buy, one was Super
Troopers! You work there, very pretty girl. I mentioned I had
seen the second, then you said you have yet to see the
second. You asked me if I was doing anything fun later. I said
just watching those movies. You were very pretty and if you
still haven’t seen the second Super Troopers, I would like to
take you! Tell me the other movie I was buying if you can
remember, that way know it was you!
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: Best Buy.

HIT AND RUN -WHITE PICK UP TRUCK
Hit and run San Mateo and Cutler 10:15 am Friday- you
were in a white pick up truck hit by a white delivery truck- if
you didn’t get the license number it’s 943 SBC. Good Luck.
I am a Woman. I saw a Man.
Where: San Mateo and Cutler on 5/4/2018.

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN AT TRADER JOE’S

You, in front of me at checkout, wearing low cut strappy

top. Me, older guy wearing Panama with black hat band.

You, stepped back in front of me to get a Toblerone

chocolate. You charmed me with your smile. Want to

meet up for coffee or a drink?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Trader Joe’s Uptown on 6/1/2018.

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN AT LOMAS TRUE

VALUE
Our eyes met and we exchanged smiles at the True Value
Hardware on San Mateo and Lomas. We were both checking
out at the same time, but different registers. You were
wearing cute white lacey shorts and top, with a yellow halter
top beneath. You took your time looking at things after you
had paid, but I wasn’t able to check out fast enough to catch
up to you. Lets meet up!
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Beauty Services

w
MALE WAXING &
GROOMING Man Scaper

Spa is the only Male Focused
Waxing, Grooming & Massage
Studio in ABQ. Back Waxing,
Manzilian Waxing, & More. Book
Online Today @
ManScaperSpa.com or Text
505-750-1498 

Home Services

CAREGIVER/COMPANION
Independent
Caregiver/Companion. $13-
$15/hr. Private pay only. Call
All-Heart Services for details.
(505) 306-9387

Photographic Services

w
AFFORDABLE
PHOTOGRAPHY

www.davidmartinezphotograph
y.com

Buy/Sell/Trade

WILL BUY FURNITURE!
CASH! Always buying your
used, well cared for furniture,
from antique to midcentury
modern. Cash! Will pick up in
and around ABQ. Please text
pictures and details to: (602)
690-6657 for immediate
offer.

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-

6806

Seminars/Workshops

w
MEMOIR WORKSHOP
The Extremes of Memoir:

From Childhood to the Loss of
Parents--I share from my two
memoirs. June 5, 2018 - 6:00
- 7:30 pm - Lomas Tramway
Library, 908 Eastridge NE,
87123. Do you have a family
story that you just have to
tell? An interactive writing
workshop of your memoir or
your family's. Free handouts
and a PowerPoint presentation
to direct you through the
process. 

Announcements

SYREENA ANETTE ROBERTS
http://syreenaroberts.com/

w
EARTH-FIRSTERS ?? An
endangered species

needs your help. Call 505-
433-9823 to find out how you
can. Make a difference

Studies

SECONDHAND SMOKE
RESEARCH The UNM College
of Pharmacy is recruiting non-
smokers currently exposed to
secondhand smoke, 19-50
years old, for a study on a new
risk factor for heart disease.
Two visits (1 & 2 hrs) are
needed. You will be
compensated for your time.
Call Allison Segovia 505-272-
0578. HRRC #15-033

w
MRI STUDY 12-18 y.o.
M/F for brain study. $20

per hour. 272-0769 (HRRC #
07-272).

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 258

Real Estate
Rooms/Roommates

Downtown

w
ROOMING HOUSE
Looking for friendly,

kind, considerate people to
rent rooms in Barelas
rooming house. On bus route,
8 single rooms share 2
bathrooms and kitchen. Rent

Wellness

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Headaches? Neck, shoulder or
low back pain? Therapeutic
massage can change your life.
$49 first time client. 575-313-
3703 Gwynne Ann Unruh LMT,
RMTI Lic #578 

w
BEST MASSAGE IN
TOWN! Experienced CMT

in Placitas Offering a Spa like
experience from home studio.
Services Include:Body Scrubs,
Lomi, Lomi, Swedish, Deep
Tissue & Jetted Tub. Hygienic,
Safe location w/ ample
parking. Organic Products
ONLY. Come relax with a young
& friendly 10+ yrs Professional
Therapist. @MassagesbyM Mia
505-307-3812

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
CUTTING DOWN OR STOPPING

YOUR DRINKING? The Mind
Research Network is currently
enrolling individuals ages 18-
60 in a study of an
experimental medication that
may help people quit drinking.
The study involves 7 visits over
seven weeks and study
participants will receive up to
$250 for completing the study.
If you are interested, please
call 505-309-0652 or email
20-018@mrn.org

Alternative Medicine

w
CANNABIS EVALUATIONS
Medicinal NP,LLC Medical

Cannabis Evaluations June
1,2018 9AM-5PM 150
Washington Ave Suite 213
Santa Fe, NM 87501 Walk-ins
Welcome Or call for
appointment (505)658-1561

Body & Soul

is $425/m (util included),
$150/dd with m2m lease.
Interviews done on Fri/Sat.
For more info, call 505-379-
1677 PLEASE DO NOT TEXT 

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in the
Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!

Licensed Massage

MEZMERIZING MASSAGE BY
MISS VIKI Call 505-304-
4121 to schedule Appt. Lic#
1904

w
ACHING? FEEL BETTER!
$55/Hr Deep Tissue/as

requested, Judy, 24 yrs
experience (505) 856-5467
LMT 3274 (If Voice Mail, say
your number twice)

w
AUTHENTIC TANTRA
MASSAGE Give yourself

the beautiful gift of authentic
Tantra massage and teaching. I
am a Certified Tantra Educator,
Professional Massage
Therapist, Relationship Coach
and Reiki Healer. Please call
me for detailed information
and scheduling.
Namaste,Julianne 505 920
3083 LMT #2788

w
ASHIATSU NEAR UNM
Applying massage with

my feet allows broader deeper

pressure, elongating and
detoxifying the muscles. Info
and booking at
downtoearthbodytherapy.com.
Call for first time discount of
25%, refer to this ad. Heather
Umstot, LMT#7473, 505-250-
9604.Draping required,no
exceptions, professional only.

w
MAN SCAPER SPA Man
Scaper Spa is the only

Male Focused Studio In ABQ.
Visit www.ManScaperSpa.com
to Learn more or to Book
Online Today. Back Wax Only
$45, Manzilian Only $60, 60
Min Massage Only $50

THAI BODYWORK Text Arlene
505-209-3309

Self-Help/Workshops

OUT OF CONTROL? Are you
strugglilng with COMPULSIVE
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR and WANT
HELP? Call (505) 510-1722 or
visit www.abqsaa.org
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by Matt Jones

Across

1 Stood

9 Short outings

15 Jazz performance from an
upright individual?

16 Mark somehow over the
"n" in "Spinal Tap"

17 Longest-running western
(U.S., 1955-1975)

18 Tattoo tool

19 Cartoonish squeals

20 Current HUD secretary
Carson

21 Light-feather link

22 Swiss terrain

25 Mario Kart character

26 On the ___ (running away)

27 Longest-running home
renovation show (U.S., 1979-
present)

32 Upper limit

33 Way less common

34 Bermuda, e.g. (abbr.)

37 Longest-running variety
show (Chile/U.S., 1962-2015)

41 Coach Parseghian of the
Fighting Irish

42 They may be checkered

43 Maze-running rodent

45 Longest-running news
show (U.S., 1947-present)

49 Airline based in Stockholm

52 Additive to some soaps

53 Not exceeding

54 Popular with the cool kids
these days

55 After-dinner add-on

56 Half of a griffin

59 Gobsmacked

61 Longest-running sci-fi
comedy (U.K., 1988-1999,
2009, 2012-present)

65 Upgrade the circuitry

66 Won over

67 Grand Slam Breakfast
offerer

68 Tire company with a blimp

Down

1 2018 documentary about a

Supreme Court Justice

2 ___ de cologne

3 Online portal launched on
the same day as Windows 95

4 Determine

5 "Woe ___!"

6 Alcove

7 "Benevolent" fraternal order

8 X member John

9 State capital since 1959

10 They're made when
making up

11 Ending for glob or mod

12 Wimbledon winner Rafael

13 City on the Arkansas River

14 Geyser output

20 Impolite

22 Bill-filled dispenser

23 ___ apso (small dog)

24 "Coco" studio

25 What things are "right out
of," when immediate

28 "Anywhere" singer Rita

29 Scottish kid

30 Convertible type

31 A, in Austria

35 Throat bug

36 Minimal

38 Collision sound

39 It merged with Bell Atlantic
to form Verizon

40 "Antony and Cleopatra"
killer

44 General who's a bit
chicken?

46 Place to grab a bite

47 Omits in pronunciation

48 Model's place

49 England's tallest
skyscraper, with "The"

50 Singer/songwriter Mann

51 Breed like salmon

56 He followed Carson

57 "... and ___ it again!"

58 Did too much, in a way

60 California wine, familiarly

61 Fed. rule

62 Is multiplied?

63 Davidson's "The Crying
Game" costar

64 Pres. on a dime

©2018 Jonesin' Crosswords 

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

"Long May You Run"--people keep tuning in.BY RYAN NORTH
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