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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to letters@alibi.com.
Letters can also be mailed to P.O. Box 81, Albuquerque, N.M., 87103 or faxed to (505) 346-0660.

Letters—including comments posted on alibi.com—may be published in any medium and edited for length
and clarity; owing to the volume of correspondence, we regrettably can’t respond to every letter.

Albuquerque? No Gracias!

Dear Alibi,
Evidently there are pockets of civilization in
Albuquerque, as shown by the Alibi and other
things, but the face it shows to the visitor is
amazingly barbarous and brutish. The hospitality
industry in general is inhospitable to the point of
using violence on the customers, and even if they
accept you they waste no effort on being pleasant.
With the exception of Little Anita’s, the popular
eating places I tried were dreadful. I have traveled
a fair amount, and I have never seen anything
like it.

Paul Easton,
Hartford, Conn.

Letter to America

Dear Editor,
The Mayflower pilgrims in Heaven would be
astonished at American's present-day attitude
towards God.

Their strong beliefs in God and Christianity
were expressed in the Mayflower Compact. In
that Compact they said they did it, "for the glory
of God and advancement of the Christian Faith"
and signed "in the presence of God."

Over half of those pilgrims died and went to
Heaven that winter.

But Hell is where most present-day Americans
are headed because of disobedience of God and
their unbelief. 

Almost daily we see elected officials and other
well-known individuals show their defiance
towards God when they proudly defend the
indefensible. They seem to have no idea that
there is a righteous God who created them and
that He set rules and Laws by which they are to
live by.

Mankind will be judged by those laws and by
the Word of God.

America erred greatly when it started its
separation from God. His commandment to
teach the children diligently all about him,
including to keep his commandments, statutes
and judgments, was forgotten by the Supreme
Court and the other branches of government.

We took God out of America, so we should
not be surprised when there seems to be more
hate than love in America.

Foolish America has said there is no God, has
become morally corrupt, doing abominable and
bad things instead of good.

In Jesus name stop the baby killing.
Manuel Ybarra,

Colgate Okl.

Flood Damage

Dear Alibi,
As many of you know, Santa Fe and the
surrounding area recently sustained a "1000 year
flood." La Cienega was hit hard and El Rancho de
las Golondrinas sustained major damage as our
performance, wedding and burro fields were all
flooded and covered with mud and silt. Fences
were downed and access to the Raton School
House, El Molino Grande and Sierra Village was
blocked when the road and bridge to the backside
of the Ranch were destroyed by flood waters. 

Staff immediately brought in heavy
equipment to remove mud and debris, and
purchased materials to rebuild the road and
bridge. Because of the swift action of staff, the
other side of the Museum is already back open.
However, there is still more work to do repairing
fences, cleaning up debris and removing an
enormous logjam further down La Cienega Creek
on Museum property. If not removed, this logjam
could cause further flooding and damage in the
event of heavy rains. We also need to repair our
acequia infrastructure as we are currently unable
to sufficiently water our historic fields and may
lose our crops. As you know, our crops are a major
part of our educational programming, are a
fundamental part of who we are and are vital to
the success of our long-standing Harvest Festival.

The Museum desperately needs your help in
funding this work. El Rancho de las Golondrinas
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and
contributions referencing this call to action will
only be used to repair our flood damage.
Anything you can give will be sincerely
appreciated. Please send your donation
referencing "Flood Damage" to: Kathryn Carey,
Director of Development, El Rancho de las
Golondrinas, 334 Los Pinos Road, Santa Fe, NM
87507. Thank you for your support of this historic
property and our educational mission.

El Rancho de las Golondrinas
334 Los Pinos Road

Santa Fe, NM 87507
505-471-2261 golondrinas.org a
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Dateline: United States
Parents have begun paying tutors to give

their children lessons for the video game

Fortnite Battle Royale. According to The Wall

Street Journal, high-stakes tournaments

offering tens of thousands of dollars in

winnings and social pressures placed on

children have caused thousands of parents to

seek out professional help in training their

kids to become better at Fortnite Battle

Royale. The free-to-play game is a cartoonish

action shooter with mining elements that

has attracted more than 125 million

worldwide players. Coaches for the game

can be found through social media and on

websites like Gamer Sensei for prices

reportedly ranging from $15 to $50 an hour.

A report from Goldman Sachs predicted

that viewership for eSports will surpass that

of Major League Baseball and National

Hockey League this year, giving some

parents extra incentive to pay for the extra

training. It has also been suggested that

becoming better at the game will increase a

child's social standing. Some coaches were

reportedly surprised by the increased number

of students being enrolled by their parents.

Typically, students were adult enthusiasts

before the current trend began. Bloomberg

reported that Epic Games, the software

company that developed Fortnite, is set to

generate around $2 billion dollars this year.

Dateline: United Kingdom
A meadow of wildflowers, specifically

preserved for England's Big Butterfly Count,

was destroyed when a civil employee

accidentally mowed it down. The East

Devon District Council apologized last week

after a worker mowed the field at The

Knowle, in Sidmouth, Devon. The field,

which covered nine acres, was home to a

large number of wildflowers. It was being

used to attract butterflies as part of Sir David

Attenborough's Big Butterfly Count—a

survey in which the British public is being

asked to find and record 17 species of

butterfly across the country. Conservationist

Ed Dolphin told reporters with the BBC

that he had counted 40 butterflies made up

of 8 different species at the site a day before

the unnamed government employee

destroyed the field. He said all of the

butterflies have since left the area.

According to the district council, the

employee was instructed to mow a path

through the field to allow easier access for

sightseers. The worker misunderstood the

instructions, however. The council has

apologized and said it will be taking steps to

ensure that a similar incident does not occur

in the future.

Dateline: Michigan
Experts have yet to determine the source of

a strange white foam that has been bubbling

up from the ground and causing road

closures in Michigan. According to Local 4

Detroit, a mysterious substance has been

discovered coming up from the ground in

Melvindale, Mich. The material was first

seen earlier in the month oozing out of the

ground near Schaefer Highway, and street

sweepers were sent in to clean up the mess.

But when rainwater caused more of the

substance to bubble up to the surface last

week, officials sent in inspectors with the

Detroit Water and Sewage Department to

investigate. The road was shut down and

samples of the material were taken for

further analysis. What the foamy substance

is has yet to be determined.

Dateline: United Kingdom
A man is being called a hero after urinating

on a fire to extinguish it. The Sun reports

that Thomas Watson was visiting the

world's longest pier in Southend, England,

with his partner and child near the tourist

site's closing time when he saw a fire had

broken out among some dried out wooden

boards. The pier was reportedly deserted,

and Watson decided to take matters into his

own hands. Reports say he immediately

dropped to his knees and urinated on the

fire. “I had a full bladder so I felt confident,”

he told reporters. When firefighters arrived

at the scene, they found the blaze had been

completely extinguished and reportedly

called Watson a “hero.” It was determined

that the cause of the fire was an improperly

extinguished cigarette. Watson's family was

rewarded with a free trip back in the future

for his good deed. But officials were quick to

point out that the pier is outfitted with a

sprinkler system that they said would have

taken care of the fire if it had grown any

larger.

Dateline: United States
As the number of people infected with

sexually-transmitted diseases rises, the

Center for Disease Control has reminded

people not to reuse old condoms. Last week,

the CDC posted on Twitter, writing, “We

say it because people do it: Don't wash or

reuse #condoms! Use a fresh one for each

#sex act.” Experts say washing and reusing a

condom compromises its integrity and can

lead to condom breakage, slippage or

leakage.” Soap and water can reportedly

cause latex to become more prone to tear,

and is unable to destroy the microorganisms

found inside a used condom. When utilized

correctly, condoms can reduce the risk of

contracting STDs and prevent pregnancy.

a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news

to josh@alibi.com.
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APS: Hawthorne Will Not Close
The Albuquerque Public Schools Superintendent
said Hawthorne Elementary will not be closing,
despite threats made by the Public Education
Department.

According to the Albuquerque Journal, APS
Superintendent Raquel Reedy told reporters that
the district will not cooperate with PED if ordered to
close the school. She said legal options will be
pursued if the matter is pressed. 

Hawthorne was one of three elementary schools
in Albuquerque labeled in need of “more rigorous
intervention” (MRI) last year after they received F
grades from the state for more than five years in
row. Considered “chronically failing,” the schools
were given a choice to restructure and redesign,
convert to a magnet school, close and reopen as a
charter school or permanently close. 

PED accepted the restructuring plans for Los
Padillas and Whittier elementary—the two other
APS MRI schools schools—in May, but rejected
Hawthorne's. Reedy claims PED might not have the
authority to close the school. 

PED said Hawthorne will close at the end of the
2020-2021 school year if the school fails to earn a
C grade or better in the next three school years. 

“Trinity Test” Study to be Released
A study concerning the effects of the world’s first
atomic bomb test on New Mexican residents living
near the site is expected to be released in 2019.

The Associated Press reports researchers with
the National Cancer Institute are currently analyzing
diet and radiation exposure data taken from
residents living near the site of the 1945 “Trinity
Test,” in which the world’s first nuclear device was
successfully detonated 230 miles south of Los
Alamos. The bomb detonated at the so-called
“Trinity” site was a plutonium implosion device,
similar to the one dropped on Nagasaki, Japan.
Residents living in the area were not informed of the
tests.

The study will hopefully shed light on whether
the test negatively affected the health of nearby
residents and generations of their offspring. The
National Cancer Institute expects the study's results
to be published for peer review by spring 2019.

State Rigs Reach Record High
The New Mexico Oil and Gas Association reports
the state's rig count has reached an all-time high of
103 rigs—with 101 of them located in the Permian
Basin.

The Permian Basin covers 75,000 square miles
over southeast New Mexico and West Texas. It is
the most prolific oil producing basin in the US. Lea
County has 51 rigs—the highest rig count in the
state. The oil and gas association say the rigs can
account for 5,000 jobs.

Last year's record-setting gas and oil production
reportedly made New Mexico the third largest oil
producer in the nation, behind Texas and North
Dakota. Annual production in 2017 was 171 million
barrels. 

At this time last year, there were 57 oil rigs in
New Mexico. a

NEWSCITY BY JOSHUA LEENEWS | COUNCIL WATCH

Council Overrides Keller Veto
Topgolf vote at top of the agenda

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

A
fter a month-long break, Albuquerque
City Councilors got back to spreading
around millions of dollars, tackling the

opioid giants, and supporting our local
passenger train at their Aug. 6 regular
meeting.

Thank You and Farewell,
Jeremy

A moment of silence was dedicated to
Jeremy Reynalds who founded Joy Junction in
1986. Reynalds died last month after battling a
longtime illness but left a passionate legacy for
giving a hand, which he did for thousands of
families, men, women and children who found
themselves homeless in our area. 

Hole in One
Before the summer vacay, Councilors gave

Topgolf a $2.6 million economic incentive to
build a multi-million-dollar entertainment
center at the long vacant former home of the
Beach Waterpark at I-25 and Montaño. 

In July, Mayor Tim Keller vetoed the City
Council package saying sweet city incentive
deals are for local companies who are
providing higher paying, skilled, full-time jobs.
After listening to more than a dozen public
comments, the Council overrode Mayor
Keller’s veto on a 7 to 2 vote with Republican
Councilors Brad Winter and Don Harris
sticking up for the Democrat mayor’s veto.
The planned $39 million golf entertainment
center with 3 levels and 72 hitting bays got
some funding from the Bernalillo County
Commission as well, to the tune of $1.75
million.

Public comment had voices from both
sides—some who said it was a good deal and
something the metro area needs, and those
who saw it as a wasteful handout to an out-of-
state corporation who will provide mainly
part-time service industry level jobs. One
young man said he and his friends are looking
forward to getting jobs there. A representative
from one of the construction unions said the
area desperately needs the construction jobs.
Another called it “a reverse Robin Hood,”
robbing from the poor to give to the rich. One
eloquent speaker did some math with the
company’s own numbers then summed up:
“We have heard tonight from rich kids who
said it is fun, from rich men who say it is fun,
but what I hear is the poor people crying.”

City Council President Ken Sanchez said
the Council has worked diligently to create
claw backs and contract terms to protect the

taxpayer’s money. He said this is a good project
and will benefit all of Albuquerque.

Chief Administrative Officer Sarita Nair
said after the vote that mayor’s administration
welcomes Topgolf and will move forward to
help ensure this is a successful project. “This is
a normal democracy process and we are going
to use our checks and you are going to use your
balances,” Nair said. “From time to time we
are going to agree to disagree, and that is
healthy.”

Face Up
Councilors affirmed their support of the

city joining the wave of lawsuits being filed
against giant opioid manufacturers and
distributors by municipalities and states. The
resolution says that the City Council supports
legal action for the drug abuse crisis being
fueled by the false promotion and over-supply
of opioid prescriptions drugs. New Mexico has
one of the highest opioid death rates per capita
with about 500 per year. The state Attorney
General’s Office, the Navajo Nation, Mora
County, Bernalillo County and others have
already approved filing or joining lawsuits
against the mega-drug pushers. 

Train Time
Councilors also passed a resolution in

support of the continuation of Amtrak train
service out of Albuquerque on Amtrak’s
Southwest Chief. Due to aging rails and a
federally unfunded mandate of positive train
control on the tracks, Amtrak is proposing to
eliminate the Albuquerque stop and instead
bus eastbound Albuquerque train users to
Trinidad, Colo., where they would board the
Southwest Chief. Our Democratic
congressional delegation are working on
getting funding to add the safety measures to
our train tracks. Passenger trains have been
chugging in and out of Albuquerque since the

late 1800s; how sad would it be for that to
not be happening in a metro area of about
a million.

Quick Hits
• Councilor Isaac Benton, sporting a

new goatee, sponsored a Downtown
neighborhood walkability policy and to
begin implementing roadway
configurations, bicycle facilities and
pedestrian improvements all in order to
improve walkability and livability
Downtown.

• Councilors approved forming a City
Council sponsored task force to look at
options for summer, before and after school
youth programs. Keller’s administration has
a group looking at youth programs and
ways to improve them as well. There is just
under a million city dollars available for
these types of programs aimed at keeping
kids off the streets.

• Kara Grant was appointed to the
Lodgers’ Tax Advisory Board.

Next Time
Councilors delayed amending the city’s

Pawnbroker Ordinance and renewing the
contract with Edward Harness as the
director of the Civilian Police Oversight
Agency. a

Send your comments about the City Council to

carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meeting 

Monday, Aug. 20, 5pm

Vincent E. Griego Chambers,

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Government

Center

1 Civic Plaza NW

View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

The Albuquerque City Council meets ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY



people he meets, from all walks of life, understand
the climate is changing and the region is
warming. But they don’t know what to do.

Scientists can provide outlooks and
projections. But people are unsure what to do
with that information. “There needs to be more
discussion of problem-solving,” he said. There
also needs to be better communication between
scientists and policymakers.

Scientists sounded the alarm last fall about
drought conditions. By January, with a lack of
snowpack in the mountains, the situation looked
dire—and by spring, exceptional drought
conditions had taken over the state.

Yet, the Office of the Governor failed to issue
a drought declaration until July, when 98.6
percent of the state was already rated abnormally
dry or worse. From San Juan County to Union
County, crop reports showed that range
conditions were poor and water availability low.
Not only that, but aside from issuing the July 11
executive order, Gov. Susana Martinez does not
appear to have taken any action on the
emergency.

According to the order, the state has suffered a
prolonged drought since October 2017, raising
the risk of wildfire, agricultural losses and flooding
due to severe wildfires. It also acknowledged that
drought is threatening drinking water and
irrigation supplies—and it might take several
years of higher than normal levels of snowpack
and precipitation for reservoirs and soil moisture
conditions to recover.

The drought is of such a magnitude, according
to the order, that it is beyond local control and
requires additional resources. Not only that, but
“extraordinary measures may be necessary to
protect public health, ensure public safety and
well-being, and provide for the economic stability
of the state.”

As part of the statewide emergency, Martinez
ordered the State Drought Task Force to review
and recommend actions, as well as recipients of
emergency funding, to the governor.

But the governor has yet to convene the
Drought Task Force, and drought planning links
on the governor’s website show only a 2006 New
Mexico Drought Plan and 2008
recommendations from the task force. Both those
documents precede Martinez’s tenure as governor.

NM Political Report called and emailed
Benjamin Cloutier, the Office of the Governor’s
communications director. Cloutier did not
respond.

Cautiously optimistic about 
El Nino
The monsoon rains have been good for many
places across the state, but Royce Fontenot,
senior service hydrologist and incident
meteorologist for the National Weather Service
in Albuquerque, likes to use the human body as
an analogy.

“Your body expects food and nourishment at
certain times, and when you don’t get that, it
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Drought’s Grip, El Nino’s Promise
Dry conditions persist across N.M.

BY LAURA PASKUS VIA NM POLITICAL REPORT

A
nyone who watched recent floodwaters rip
down the Santa Fe River or the Rio
Puerco—or had a skylight punctured by

hail—might be tempted to declare that the
annual monsoons ended New Mexico’s drought.

But breaking the drought requires more than a
handful of rainstorms—even big storms. And
grappling with its impacts means policymakers
should listen to scientists and constituents,
ranging from farmers to city-dwellers.

“Even though we got a lot of rain, and there’s
great reporting on floods and great pictures on the
internet, it’s a slow process to make up for what
we’ve lost,” said New Mexico’s State
Climatologist, David DuBois.

The weekly New Mexico Drought Monitor,
released last Thursday, shows improvements in
New Mexico, mainly in the eastern part of the
state. But 99.9 percent of the state is still in
drought, with 46 percent of the state
experiencing exceptional or extreme drought
conditions. Compare that with this time last year,
when 95 percent of the state wasn’t experiencing
any drought conditions.

Even if storms continue dumping rains in
certain parts of the state, it will still take another
month of steady storms to improve conditions,
said DuBois. That’s because the current drought
episode began last fall. And the winter’s “snow
drought” continues to hurt New Mexico’s water
supplies.

Navajo Reservoir on the San Juan River, has
dropped about 100,000 acre feet since last month.
On the Pecos, water managers released 30,000
acre feet from Santa Rosa Lake to Brantley
Reservoir downstream for the Carlsbad Irrigation
District. Heron Lake on the Chama River is
down about 30,000 acre feet from last month—
and nearby El Vado Reservoir is holding only
9,000 acre feet in total right now. Irrigation water
is also being released from Elephant Butte
Reservoir, which is at 6.4 percent capacity.

The Middle Rio Grande is flowing
continuously for the first time since April—
thanks to storm flows through the Rio Puerco and
Albuquerque’s diversion system—but its levels are
still low. So are the Jemez River, the Animas
River and the Pecos River.

Even if winter precipitation looks good on
paper, if it falls as rain instead of snow, that’s a
problem for New Mexico. “Then you have the
rain soaking in, and we’re not getting the storage
we need for later when we have the runoff
season,” DuBois said. “Even if we have good
precipitation, it bites us in the tail because we
don’t get that delivery when we need it in the
spring.”

Better communication
DuBois regularly travels the state, holding
workshops, visiting with farmers and ranchers and
maintaining monitoring sites. He said most

precipitation will New Mexico and its watersheds
receive—and in what form. El Niño sets up a
good chance for cooler and wetter conditions
over the winter, but it’s a system that can shut
down.

“The $64,000 question then is, ‘What if we
don’t have a normal winter? What if we have a
bust winter?’ ” he asked. “What if we don’t have a
good water year?”

This year’s reservoirs are only as high as they
are due to water stored from past good years. If
New Mexico misses out on another snowpack,
many of the state’s reservoirs will be nearing
empty.

New Mexico experienced record high
snowpacks during the winter of 2016 to 2017—
and then record lows in 2017 to 2018, Fontenot
pointed out. “How do you plan for one year,
where you’re worried about flooding, and then six
months later, you’re worried about having enough
water to keep your community alive?” he asked:
“You need to be planning for variability.”

Climate change is “changing the baseline,” he
said. And in New Mexico, that means changing
what we expect in terms of water.

On Tuesday, July 17, NASA announced that
June 2018 tied for the third-warmest June on
record, continuing a four-decade long warming
trend. The agency’s monthly analysis is based on
6,300 meteorological stations worldwide, sea
surface temperature readings and research stations
in Antarctica. And the National Weather
Service noted a week ago that Albuquerque is on
pace for its warmest year on record.

In all sectors—from agricultural to urban—
people should be planning for variability, said
Fontenot—figuring out how to take care of this
year’s boom, and this year’s bust. a

Read more stories like this at NMPoliticalreport.com

suffers,” he explained: “Say someone handed you
a Big Mac”—a heavy monsoon storm—“that
might help you for a day or two, but you’re still
starving.”

It’s the same with the ecosystem: Even a few
heavy rainstorms aren’t enough to make up for
the lack of precipitation over months and
months.

New Mexico is an arid state, he said, but that
doesn’t mean drought isn’t a problem.

“By and large, New Mexico is a dry state—we
do go from White Sands to beautiful high-
elevation forests—but the ecosystem expects
water, even if it’s not a lot of water,” said
Fontenot.

Mountain ecosystems are dependent upon
snows, as are the state’s two biggest rivers, the Rio
Grande and the Pecos River. “Even in the desert,
we have precipitation at certain times of year, and
the system expects that,” he said. “When we
don’t have that, and don’t have that over time,
the deficits build.”

There is some good news: El Niño is
(probably) coming. Currently, there’s a 75
percent chance of El Niño conditions in the
northern hemisphere this winter.

El Niño is dependent on sea surface
temperatures in the eastern Pacific Ocean—and
for New Mexico, El Niño conditions can mean
increased precipitation: better monsoons in the
summer and increased snowfall in the winter.

Right now, the three-month outlook for
August through October shows robust monsoon
conditions, which will improve drought
conditions, but probably not eliminate them
altogether. Into the fall and early winter, forecasts
indicate El Niño could bring normal and above-
normal precipitation for the state.

Fontenot is cautiously optimistic about El
Niño. The catch, he said, is how much

~

Monsoon season in New Mexico LAURA PASKUS

~
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Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

FRIDAY AUGUST 10

SATURDAY AUGUST 11

COURTESY OF NEW MEXICO GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION

IS IT OK TO MAKE A DUMB RHYME WITH STEERS AND QUEERS?

One of the coolest local LGBTQIA groups has to be the New Mexico Gay Rodeo Association. These hardcore athletes are in
preparation for the 27th annual Zia Regional Rodeo, held at Rodeo de Santa Fe starting Friday, Aug. 10 through Sunday,
Aug. 12. There are 13 separate rodeo events with everything from bull riding to calf roping, with speed events and camp
events such as steer decorating and goat dressing. And yes, goat dressing is exactly what we hope it is. The Friday festivities
include rodeo school, registration and an evening of entertainment all from 11am to midnight. Stick around Saturday for the
first day of competitions starting at 9am and party through midnight. Keep it together for Sunday and get to the last of the
competitions and awards ceremony beginning at 9am culminating in—you guessed it—another evening of parties with live
entertainment running through a modest 10pm. These events are all-ages with a price tag of $15 for the rodeo events each
day, or $25 for a weekend pass. Kids under 12 can enjoy everything for free! RODEO DE SANTA FE 3237 RODEO RD., 11AM TO MIDNIGHT

alibi.com/v/5x3w. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

THE IRON CHEF OF TACOS

Tacos are trendy everywhere, but the Southwest is really their US home. Can’t get
enough tacos? The Taco Tournament Fundraiser at the Railyards has you covered.
Raising funds for Farm and Feast Day and sponsored by the Street Food Institute, the
local guest chefs are given a mystery box of local ingredients and tortillas, while they
supply their own pantry items and protein. They have one hour to cook up the culinary
curiosities in the outdoor kitchen, after which the attendees may pay $5 to feast on
and vote for their faves. The cook-off begins at 11am and keeps poppin’ until supplies
run out. The winning chefs are announced at 1:30pm. So, come out for a host of
activities starting at 10am on Sunday, Aug. 12. The event is free to attend for all-ages
and is pet friendly. ALBUQUERQUE RAIL YARDS 1100 SECOND STREET SW, 10AM alibi.com/v/5xaa.

(Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

SUNDAY AUGUST 12

EVER BEEN TO MARGARITA HEAVEN?

Well, if you haven’t, here’s some helpful information.
First, there are bound to be the aforementioned
tequila and lime juice cocktails, with plenty of ice of
course. And parrots, there have got to be parrots. Or
at least parrot heads. A dude in flip flops, bermudas
and a tropical isle-themed grandpa shirt singing
about a beachy, arcadian lifestyle with a groovy
backing band of nautical types is all that you need
to complete your trip out to the reefs. If Jimmy
Buffett and his Coral Reefer Band ain’t available,
don’t despair! You can always go in for the
verisimilitude, homies. That’s because Bluffett and
the Son of a Sailor Band—a keenly cool tribute to

the fellow who once made a hit song called “Cheesburger in Paradise” and an album titled A White Sport Coat
and a Pink Crustacean—play Buffett’s sea chanties of note on Saturday, Aug. 11 at the Route 66 Casino
Legends Theater. That joint doesn’t usually cater to a maritime theme, but thanks to modern technology, beachy
props and a conga line are included in the festivities. Tickets cost $15 and all-ages can head for the islands
beginning at 8pm. LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO 14500 CENTRAL AVE SW, 8PM alibi.com/v/5w6p. (August March) a

THE SOLAR POWERED KITCHEN

How’s that backyard crop of tomatoes doing? If
those little gems you labored so hard over are
just as tasty as you hoped, then you’re probably
already lamenting the coming end of the growing
season. Thankfully, there are ways you can
preserve the bounty of your harvest into the
winter. On Saturday, Aug. 11, the Gutierrez-
Hubbell House hosts the first in its fall series of
Backyard Farming Classes. From 9am to noon,
participants learn all about cooking and preserving
with the sun—how to cook with a solar oven and
how to dehydrate foods in the sun. This event is
free but RSVP is required—visit berco.gov or call
505-314-0398 to register. GUTIERREZ-HUBBELL

HOUSE 6029 ISLETA BLVD SW, 9AM TO NOON alibi.com/v/5w69.

(Robin Babb) a

DESERT DAZE

That's no mirage—it's Tortuga Gallery. But at the
same time—it's not exactly Tortuga Gallery, its the
Sonoran Desert as reimagined in reclaimed cardboard,
under the otherworldly glow of black lights. This is
The Electric Desert, an installation by local artist
Andrew Fearnside. This one-night-only pop-up event
runs from 5 to 8pm on Saturday, Aug. 11 in
conjunction with a performance of ambiance-lending
electronica from Unicorn Collective. See the desert
as you never have before—dance or dream or just
enjoy Fearnside's imaginative might—no matter how
you take it in, tuck $5 into your pocket to support the
artists bringing new electric landscapes to our city.
This event is 21 and over. TORTUGA GALLERY 901 EDITH

BLVD SE, 5 TO 8PM alibi.com/v/5wrw. (Maggie Grimason) a

SHHHHHHHHH ... IT’S A SECRET

It’s not technically a secret, but it is a bomb event in a gorgeous
space. Who doesn’t love art deco décor, themed entertainment,
cocktails and a costume party? Hotel Andaluz hosts and Labor
of Love Productions present the Swing Easy party on Saturday,
Aug. 11 from 8pm to 2am. The Gatsby and prohibition era
extravaganza with a speakeasy vibe offers a chance to show up
in ’20s, ’30s and ’40s costuming for a contest. With live
entertainment from the musical stylings of Oddyesee, The Rev
and Audiobuddah and dancing from the Desert Darlings,
Farfesha World Dance and Soulstice Belly Dance there is no
shortage of spectacles for a sensory-gasm. Also, take a look at
the cool shit local vendors have on hand to help keep everyone
dressed to the nines and supporting local businesses. General
admission tickets are $10 and VIPs slide up to $50. This is a
21+ event. HOTEL ANDALUZ 125 SECOND STREET NW, 8PM alibi.com/v/5wgk.

(Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY AUG 9
SIDEWINDERS ABQ Kink Inclusive Society Slosh. A social event
for the true, kinky self. Get to know people in the lifestyle and
make sure to sign a safety waiver upon arrival. 8900 Central Ave
SE. 6:30-10pm. 21+. 554-2078. alibi.com/v/5x53.

LEARN
SELF SERVE G-Spot Orgasms and How to Squirt. Self Serve owner
Matie hosts an in-depth discussion on the clitoral cluster and G-
spot myths and facts. The class covers anatomy, positioning, toys
and communication techniques. 3904 Central Ave SE. $15-$20.
7:30-9pm. 18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/5whm.

OUTDOOR
ROOSEVELT PARK Food Trucks and Family Fun in the Park. A
weekly gathering featuring food trucks, music, games and family-
friendly fun. Coal and University. 5-9pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5te7.

FRIDAY AUG 10
LEARN
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF GREATER ALBUQUERQUE

Women Make a Difference: Lunch and Learn. Speaker Hazel
Thornton discusses "The Truth About the Menendez Murder Trials
According to Juror #9." 5520 Wyoming Blvd NE. $25.
11:30am-1:15pm. 21+. 362-8546. alibi.com/v/5w7g.

SATURDAY AUG 11
ALBUQUERQUE INVOLVED Serving Seniors. Help seniors served
by the Dept. of Senior Affairs with yard work. Please bring water,
a hat, work gloves and sunglasses. Wear clothes that can get dirty.
All-ages welcome. 108 Wellesley Dr SE. 9-11am. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5wwf.

ARISE MUSIC AND COFFEE Arise Music and Coffee Grand
Opening. Featuring music by Speed One as well as special guests
including Mayor Tim Keller as well as free coffee, cake and a raffle.
After party at the Moonlight Lounge. 112 Second Street SW.
2-5pm. 319-7866. alibi.com/v/5wzz.

BACHECHI OPEN SPACE Summer Family Fun Days. Weekly crafts,
outdoor activities and experiments deepen a personal discovery
of the world. Each week has a unique craft that participants take
home. 9521 Rio Grande Blvd NW. Midnight-5pm. ALL-AGES!
314-0398. alibi.com/v/5uu2.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Making Change: Another Way
Forward. Dede Feldman talks about her two-year journey though
grassroots organizations in N.M., which resulted in her new book,
Another Way Forward: Grassroots Solutions from New Mexico.
423 Central Ave NE. 10:30am-noon. ALL-AGES! 848-1376.
alibi.com/v/5v18.

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Outdoors On Tap. An evening
of stories, films and delicious craft beer, featuring a guest speaker
sharing their passion for the outdoors, a local destination or a
recent inspiring adventure. 1800 Fourth Street NW. 2pm. 21+.
243-6752. alibi.com/v/5v7q.

KIDS
CIVIC PLAZA ABQ Kids Rock Fest. A fundraiser for supplies for
Albuquerque Public School students in need with a focus on
young people featuring musical performances, a rock climbing
wall, magic, crafts, vendors and more. 1 Civic Plaza. 5-9pm.
alibi.com/v/5wwc.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Jugamos Juntos:
Cantando la Cultura. Free children’s programming for families on
Saturday mornings with a new activity every week. 1701 Fourth
Street SW. $0-$5. 10:30am-12:30pm. ALL-AGES! 246-2261.
alibi.com/v/5ttu.

OSUNA NURSERY Kids Planting Workshop. Kids ages 6 to 12
learn to plant using soil, seedlings and a small container that are
provided as well as a nursery tour, seed giveaway and raffle prizes.
501 Osuna Rd NE. 10am-noon. 345-6644. alibi.com/v/5x4j.

LEARN
SPORTS
EXPO NEW MEXICO Duke City Roller Derby Double Header. The
all-star travel team, the Munecas Muertas take on Denver Roller
Derby's Standbys. 300 San Pedro Dr NE. $8. 5-9pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5wu1.

SANDBAR BREWERY AND GRILL Consensual Sets. Get a team
of six together for a volleyball tournament and raffle to raise funds
for the education and outreach department of the Rape Crisis

Center of Central N.M. Registration required. 4100 San Mateo
Blvd NE. 10am-noon. 21+. alibi.com/v/5vqs.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY United
Healthcare's Hay Más Adelante. Attendees learn to prepare favorite
Latin meals in a healthier way with Cherie Montoya, hear from
keynote speaker Vikki Carr on embracing aging with health and
vitality and much more. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 10am-4:30pm.
ALL-AGES! (305) 639-6770. alibi.com/v/5vmu.

CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Light on Your Feet: Introduction to Salsa
and Bachata. Jessica Montoya from the Maple Street Dance Space
introduces basic Latin dance steps. Registration required. 6901
Barstow St NE. 1:30-2:30pm. 857-8321. alibi.com/v/5vqm.

LATIN FUSION FITNESS Live Embodied Weekend. A weekend of
zumba, stretching, meditation, healthy eating and lifestyle support,
multi-cultural dance instruction, connection exercises, art expres-
sion, self-care activities and more. 475 Coors Blvd. NW. $95.
9am-5pm. 15+. 514-2097. alibi.com/v/5w3r.

CANNABIS
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Medical Cannabis: Get the Facts.
Registered Nurse and Chief Operating Officer of the Verdes
Foundation, Rachel Speegle leads a discussion on medical uses
of cannabis. For ages 18 and up. Registration required. 6901
Barstow St NE. 1:30-2:30pm. 18+. 857-8321. alibi.com/v/5vql.

SUNDAY AUG 12
CIVIC PLAZA One ABQ Celebration. Mayor Tim Keller and First
Lady Elizabeth Keller lead an afternoon of music from Al Hurricane
Jr., food and fun while learning about August’s service challenge,
connecting youth and elders. 1 Civic Plaza. Noon-5pm. ALL-AGES!
(801) 768-3556. alibi.com/v/5vzm.

LEARN
THE VIEW EVENT CENTER Women's Summit 2018: I Am Built For
This. Celebrating women in one room as a source of inspiration
and support that connects and empowers women. 1550 Tramway
Blvd NE. $40. Noon-5pm. 18+. (903) 219-0842.
alibi.com/v/5qle.

OUTDOOR
ELENA GALLEGOS PICNIC AREA Leave No Trace. Offering knowl-
edgeable guides leading explorations and offering demos in many
fields and specialities. This event discusses front and back country
with Attila Bality.  Pre-registration required. 7100 Tramway Blvd
NE. 9am. 452-5205. alibi.com/v/5wrp.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
GAYATRI TEMPLE New Moon Chanting Mantra for the Moon and
the 12 Mantras of the Sun. New Moon, new beginnings. Chanting
the moon mantras and each of the 12 mantras of the sun is
helpful for receiving all their healing energies. 136 Washington
St SE. $5. 2-3pm. ALL-AGES! 639-8799. alibi.com/v/5wvs.

LATIN FUSION FITNESS Live Embodied Weekend. 475 Coors
Blvd. NW. $95. 9am-5pm. 15+. See 8/11 listing.

TUESDAY AUG 14
LEARN
SELF SERVE Tantra for Every Body. This class debunks some of
the myths of Tantra and discusses how it can help with deeper
and more meaningful sex. No partner necessary for this class.
3904 Central Ave SE. $15-$20. 7:30-9pm. 18+. 265-5815.
alibi.com/v/5whn.

OUTDOOR
TINGLEY BEACH Bosque Moonlight Hike. Travel to the bosque
wetlands and look for bats, hoot for owls and search for other
nocturnal animals. 1800 Tingley Dr SW. 6:30pm. 248-8500.
alibi.com/v/5wg8.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
NORTH DOMINGO BACA MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER Intro
to Hula Class. A six-week class series with basic foot and hand
motions to establish a solid foundation for dancing Hawaii's beau-
tiful, living cultural storytelling art. 7521 Carmel Ave NE. $35.
6-7pm. 13+. 440-5295. alibi.com/v/5wtw.

WEDNESDAY AUG 15
LEARN
EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL National Association of Women Business
Owners August meeting. Alice Loy, co-founder and CEO of Creative
Startups, discusses the rise of the creative economy locally and
globally. 1000 Woodward Pl NE. $25-$30. 11:15am-1pm.
alibi.com/v/5wzs.

CANNABIS
VESSEL HEALTH CBD and Hemp Oil For the Body. A lecture with
the owner of New Mexico Health Coach, Cindy Ballard. Learn the
benefits of using CBD and hemp oils for body and mind wellness.
10601 Fourth Street NW. 5:30-7pm. 21+. 828-3000.
alibi.com/v/5wzw.

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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Ninth Time's a Charm

Musical Theatre Southwest's

wonderful Nine

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

A quick Google search tells me that men don't
reach emotional maturity until the age of 43. This
is blindingly obvious to theater-goers who watch
star film director Guido Cantini's mental aerobics
visualized on-stage in the musical Nine. As Guido
approaches his imminent 40th birthday, he feels
his creative genius flagging under the pressure to
satisfy a new film contract after years of flops. His
crisis is externalized and illumined for the
audience (if not Guido himself) through several
romantic relationships, and some seminal
childhood experiences recapped, of course, by his
mother. 

Based on Italian director Federico Fellini's
super-meta semi-autobiographical 8 1/2, Musical
Theatre Southwest's Nine is as stylish, glamorous
and thought-provoking (without sacrificing a drop
of mirth) as you might expect. Led by Jonathan
Gallegos in the role of Guido and guided by
director Robb Anthony Sisneros, this production
does a lot with very little. The set is very sparse,
but the players are so talented and well-
choreographed—ever in motion in the space—that
the tableau stays visually interesting for the full
two-and-a-half-hour run. 

If you're fully aware of what Nine is when you
head into the theater—the overlapping fantasies
and realities of an oblivious though self-important
man, then it really is fun to watch and unpack.
MTS's production of the the ’70s play is, indeed,
self-aware, turning what could be exasperated
sighs into sort of endearing, head shaking “aww,
come on, Guido,” sentiments. 

It's the women—and there are lots of them—
that educate and illumine the story here. They are
primarily Guido's wife Luisa (played with great
feeling by incredibly well-voiced Courtney Awe),
Guido's lover Carla (given such flair by Kir
Kipness), Sarraghina, who first teaches a young
Guido about sex and romance (brought to life with
a wonderful rendition of show-stopping number
“Ti Voglio Bene/ Be Italian” by Ashley Lopez) and
actress/fantasy/obsession Claudia (the graceful
Christine Smith). And there are more—actually so
many, many more. But these pivotal characters
illumine Guido's egotism, his dilemmas. The entire
cast is women save for Guido—and each actress's
talent goes far—none of these faces or voices are
lost in chorus. Costume designer Shannon
Scheffler's glitz and gauze helps, too. 

I suppose immaturity—or perhaps that is too
harsh a word—childlike uncertainty and
occasional bewilderment—is the point here—
proven by the appearance of 9-year-old Guido
who charmingly guides his older self. What we
land on is a rich show ready for critique and
discussion—played with admirable confidence by
a cast of talented women and of course, alluring
Guido. Whether you walk away examining the
creative process or the treatment of women in
such production—what most will agree on is how
fun Nine is to watch, and how equally fun it is to
discuss.

Catch Nine at Musical Theatre Southwest on
weekends through Aug. 26. Tickets, times, and
more are available online at
musicaltheatresw.com.  a

THEATER REVIEW

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

ARTS | CULTURE SHOCK

Vital Growth
516 ARTS exhibition brings Puerto Rican art to ABQ

This sensibility in his art
has, in part, grown out of
living on the island, where he
has resided for the last 20
years. “Puerto Rico—it's kind
of a smallish place, 35 by 100
miles. But it's really hilly—
the terrain is folded, so you
feel like you can really be in
there—there's things growing
on top of things, there's all
this vital growth. Every space
becomes much more charged,
more weighted. You really
begin to see how life is all tied
together, how things help
each other and take advantage
of each other and nurture
each other all at once.” That
symbiosis has been powerful
for Budoff, and has generated
work wherein these vastly
different life forms are
overlaid on top of each other,
creating visual dialogues that
reveal both connectedness
and dislocation, resilience and
tenuousness. 

“In a storm,” Budoff said, of
Hurricane Maria, “a lot of
stuff is literally thrown up in
the air. Maybe that's
something that's also literally
happening in my paintings. …
There's a literal event, and
from that comes a feeling of
the uncertainty of life, which
is both threatening and
freeing.” In the wake of the
storm—and more potently, the “economic
storm,” as Budoff put it—there's a feeling
of desperation. Taxes are increasing, the
electrical grid has been knocked out,
people are leaving. “I don't know that that
has impacted art production,” he said,
“because, you know, sometimes economic
duress can compel people to be more
creative, because it [gives you] freedom
from the idea of selling things.” More
alternative spaces are opening, and the
coming and going of people brings new
energy and ideas in waves, but
economically, it has become challenging to
support the arts, particularly in the public
sector, the effects of which are “more
cumulative.” In turn, with fewer buyers
and galleries, there aren’t as many
opportunities for creatives to be validated
in their efforts. 

In part, that is why this exhibition is so
crucial—“there are some really incredible
artists in this very small territory. They
deserve to be more visible, to get out and
have a chance to generate discussion.” But,
“not a pitying, sort of worry about 'poor
Puerto Rico,' ” he continued, “because we

already came through the storm.” Instead,
Budoff would like to see more people
challenged to examine the geopolitical
history of the island and ask ourselves,
“How do we create structures where more
people are pulled up into the middle class?
Where more people have a productive and
comfortable quality of life? Where fewer
people are living in the margins?” 

From a place of uncertainty, with Puerto
Rico poised at a critical juncture that will
undoubtedly shape its future, Budoff's work
seems to lean on the side of hope. There's
a joyfulness in his surreal landscapes that
bleed through the oil and acrylic paint. “I
always have the idea that something
unexpected might happen,” he said, “and
that's the whole wonder of it all. …
There's just a kind of richness and urgency
to our life on the planet. We have to keep
reminding ourselves to grab onto things,
the beauty and the pain, or something like
that. The wonder and the strife.” 

Discover opportunities to engage with
Puerto Rico: Defying Darkness online at
516arts.org, or find more of Nathan
Budoff's work at natebudoff.com.  a
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BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

“D
efying darkness is a full-time job,”

Puerto Rican artist Antonio

Martorell wrote to 516 ARTS

curator Josie Lopez as she was in the throes

of putting together an upcoming exhibition

at the Downtown art hub. “I knew

immediately that had to be our title,”

Lopez recalled. And so it is—Defying

Darkness is an exhibition featuring more

than a dozen artists working in Puerto Rico

and throughout the diaspora, confronting

“contemporary issues of economic struggle,

identity and the vestiges of colonialism,” as

Lopez put it, while maintaining a “long

memory of history,” and fighting literal

darkness, too, in the aftermath of

Hurricane Maria. “Maria was just part of a

much larger story,” Lopez explained,

serving to underline more pervasive

problems in the island's economic, social

and political structures. It became clear to

Lopez very quickly that “any exhibition on

Puerto Rico would have to tackle the

economic situation—a devastating debt,

continued colonization and, of course,

climate change and natural disasters.” 
“I see this exhibition as an opportunity

to raise questions and facilitate dialogue
that will inform our communities about the
current situation in Puerto Rico and
hopefully encourage us all to find our
voices on these issues,” Lopez said. To that
end, Puerto Rico: Defying Darkness will
open with a formal reception on Saturday,
Aug. 11 from 6 to 8pm at 516 ARTS (516
Central Ave. SW); happening in
conjunction with the exhibition are a host
of workshops and other events—readings,
music, a pop-up lunch bar, and
participating artist Chemi Rosada-Seijo
and Democracy Now's Juan D. González in
conversation (on Friday, Sept. 28, with
proceeds to benefit UNIDOS Disaster
Relief & Recovery Program).

Two weeks out from the opening, the
gallery floor was dusted with drywall and
sawdust. Artist Nathan Budoff had just
arrived to stretch a few large canvases of
his dynamic island topographies. His work
is executed in bright colors in oil, charcoal
and other mediums, juxtaposing, for
example, an octopus floating above the
San Juan skyline or whales coasting across
the sky as seen from his Santurce studio.
“One of the really big things that I'm
trying to do is kind of rediscover worlds
that aren't really visible, that we're not
seeing,” Budoff said. “My work is trying to
re-contextualize how we live and where we
live. … [Our environment] is such a vital
place, there are all these creatures around
us.” 

Nathan Budoff, “Cosmic Love,” 2017. Oil and shellac-
based ink on canvas, 45 x 24 inches
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ARTS | INTERVIEW

Words of Praise
Albuquerque's newest Poet Laureate

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

W
hen I asked Michelle Otero about what

poetry can do to shape civic life, she

described a poem by New York writer

Martín Espada, “Alabanza.” It was written for the

hundreds of immigrant hotel and restaurant

employees working at the Windows of the World

restaurant on the top floor of the World Trade

Center on 9/11. “Alabanza is a word of praise,”

Otero explained and in the poem, Espada

imagines the smallest details of these peoples'

lives, who had found themselves at the top of the

world. Through Espada's words, readers are

edified like this, “Alabanza. Praise the kitchen

radio, dial clicked/ even before the dial on the

oven, so that music/ rose before the bread. Praise

the bread. Alabanza.” Otero—Albuquerque's

newest poet laureate—used Espada's work as an

example of poetry's power to illumine the lives of

others. “I think poetry, and art in general,

humanizes people. We need more of that in our

civic life.” 
She went on to crib a metaphor her husband

uses often—as she steps into this role as poet
laureate, she imagines herself as something like
an acequia—she might have the platform, but
she wants to use it to the benefit of all. “Poetry is
for everyone,” she explained, “I think a good
poem should do what an anthem does—it is
appealing to something that is not in the brain,
but in the heart. I'm gushy, I cry a lot. I'm just
going to say it—I think if we were all more in
touch with our emotions, the vulnerable ones,
we would have a healthier, better society. I want
to open up more space for that.” 

Otero also believes that in New Mexico—
home to the longest expanse of Cottonwood
forest in the world—we all access the ambient
power of poetry just by being here. “I think all of
us here, even if we don't grow up among artists,
there's something about the way we speak here—
the connection to the land, the attention to
detail, the quality of light—that is very poetic. It
seeps into us even if we're not formally
practiced,” she said. Her conviction in the twin
powers of the bosque and of poetry have driven
Otero to create a monthly series called Walking
with Poets, each hosted by a different poet,
celebrating the work of another writer (the next
one will be hosted by Yasmeen Najmi on Aug.
23, from 6 to 7:30pm). Also growing out of her
two-year term as Poet Laureate will be a
collection of bosque poems illustrated by artists
Andrew Fearnside, and another monthly series,
Alone, Together, which invites artists who often
work in isolation to bring their work to a
designated location, to work quietly with other
creatives. 

Otero is no stranger to this level of
facilitation. Even though she didn't begin to
strongly identify as a writer or poet until her 30s,
she received a Fulbright Scholarship while in the
midst of her MFA and hosted a series of creative
writing workshops in Oaxaca City for women

survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.
“My whole emphasis,” she explained, “was on
process. Each and every one of you has a story to
tell—let's create ways for you to tell it.” Whether
that means penning your magnum opus or
writing in your journal (which Otero wonderfully
described as a “mirror where you can stick your
stomach all the way out and nobody's going to
criticize you.”).

“I've made a conscious effort in the last
several years,” she continued, “to go deeper and
deeper. … I remember getting the Fulbright and
going to Oaxaca and having this feeling like—
there's this big life that has been waiting for me.
I'd been waiting, because I felt I didn't deserve it
or maybe I wasn't ready. I didn't know what was
going to happen, but I needed to take a step in
that direction, knowing that it was going to meet
me where I am.” 

Otero is candid about feelings of self-doubt
and the specters of depression, and has been
working on a memoir about this “inheritance,” as
she put it. “The inheritance isn't always jewels or
stocks and bonds—it's mentally carrying stuff
that your family couldn't. I think about who my
grandparents would have been had they had
more support or if there hadn't been racism or
poverty.” At the same time, she described not
being able to imagine a life, “where I had grown
up really wealthy or in another city or hadn't
been raised by people who always reminded me,
'yeah, but can you make tortillas?' ” 

Tucked above the screen of her laptop, Otero
described a little sticker waiting for her each time
she flips it open to write. It says, “It's OK, mija.”
“I'd love for someone to open up a book of mine
and to hear, “It's OK, mija, or it's OK, mijo,” she
said.

Look for Alone, Together and Walking with
Poets events throughout the year and catch
Otero reading at Sunday Chatter on Sunday,
Aug. 19 at Las Puertas at 10:30am or at Jules
Playhouse that same day at 7pm. Find more
about the poet on her website,
michelleotero.wordpress.com. a
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Michelle Otero believes “poetry is for everybody.”
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THURSDAY AUG 9
STAGE
KIVA AUDITORIUM Tim Allen. The funny man, TV personality and
movie icon performs live. 401 Second Street NW. 7:30-9:30pm.
18+. 768-4575. alibi.com/v/5vbk.

SONG & DANCE
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Chatter Summer
Concert Series. Featuring lively and ethereal music each week
with new selections played by local classical musicians. 2000
Mountain Rd NW. 8-10pm. ALL-AGES! 243-7255.
alibi.com/v/5wiu.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Summer Thursday Jazz Nights:
Carla Van Blake’s Simple Truth Jazz Band and Jim Casey’s Miles
Goes Wes. An incredible evening of live jazz performed by world-
class musicians. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $10-$15. 7:30-9:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 268-0044. alibi.com/v/5qsd..

FILM
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Film: My American
Girls. Enjoy a screening of the film as the conclusion Becoming
American: A Documentary Film and Discussion Series on our
immigration experience. 1701 Fourth Street SW. $5. 7pm. 13+.
724-4771. alibi.com/v/5wgp.

FRIDAY AUG 10
WORDS
ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ABQ Science Fiction
Society: Author Lauren C. Teffeau. A preview of Bubonicon 50 and
a visit from a local author. 5301 Ponderosa Ave NE. $1.
7:30-10pm. ALL-AGES! 266-8905. alibi.com/v/5vby.

TORTUGA GALLERY Storytelling Series: The Good Life—The Great
Outdoors. Storytellers Joe Hayes, Kathy Sax and Steven Pla come
together for a night of storytelling. 901 Edith Blvd SE. $10. 7-9pm.
13+. 400-4123. alibi.com/v/5vsh.

STAGE
BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Hive
Improv Comedy. An all-new long-form improv show comprised of
nine improvisers, comedians and actors who have graduated from
The Box's Improv program. 100 Gold Ave SW. $8. 10:15-11:30pm.
15+. 404-1578. alibi.com/v/5s4s.

MUSICAL THEATRE SOUTHWEST Nine, The Musical. The story of
a celebrated film director and his attempts to find a plot for his
next film as he is pursued by hordes of beautiful women, all clam-
oring to be loved by him alone. 6320 Domingo Rd NE. $20-$22.
7:30-10:30pm. 18+. 265-9119. alibi.com/v/5vep.

RODEY THEATRE La Cage aux Folles. The manager of a nightclub
featuring drag entertainment and his partner and star attraction,
try to play it straight when their son brings home his fiancée's
conservative parents for a meet and greet. University of New
Mexico. $22-$26. 7:30-10pm. ALL-AGES! 463-5700.
alibi.com/v/5w4m.

SONG & DANCE
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Son Como Son.
The final night of Salsa Under the Stars features Son Como Son
returning for an encore performance. 2000 Mountain Rd NW.
7-10pm. 243-7255. alibi.com/v/5w56.

FILM
GUILD CINEMA New Mexico Entertainment Movie Night Presents:
Dodgeball. Enjoy a screening of the film. Moviepasses are not
accepted for this event. 3405 Central Ave NE. 10:30pm-1am.
255-1848. alibi.com/v/5w5h.

SATURDAY AUG 11
WORDS
PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE Ashley M. Biggers Signing Event. The
travel author talks about and sign her latest non-fiction effort, the
2nd edition of 100 Things to Do in Albuquerque Before You Die.
5850 Eubank Blvd NE. 4-5:30pm. ALL-AGES! 294-2026.
alibi.com/v/5wgd.

ART
WRIGHT'S INDIAN ART Hangin' With The Masters. The 1st Annual
Artist Showcase offers an amazing opportunity to connect with
wonderful artists. 2677 Louisiana Blvd. Free. 11am-5pm.
266-0120. alibi.com/v/5x7d.

STAGE
MUSICAL THEATRE SOUTHWEST Nine, The Musical. 6320
Domingo Rd NE. $20-$22. 7:30-10:30pm. 18+. See 8/10 listing.

CALENDAR | ARTS & LIT 

RODEY THEATRE La Cage aux Folles. University of New Mexico.
$22-$26. 7:30-10pm. ALL-AGES! See 8/10 listing.

SONG & DANCE
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY EJAZZ Swings
Bobby and Frank. This finger snapping show features lead vocalist
Emerson Corley and the big band sounds of Entourage Jazz show-
casing tunes made famous by the legendary Bobby Darin and
Frank Sinatra. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 7-10pm. 243-7255.
alibi.com/v/5w6j.

ELENA GALLEGOS PICNIC AREA The Nahalat Shalom Community
Kletzmer Band with the Rikud Dance Troupe. Enjoy an evening of
sensory joy. 7100 Tramway Blvd NE. 7pm. ALL-AGES! 452-5205.
alibi.com/v/5qfl.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Auditions for "Alice: An Adventure
of Wonder and Wondering. Interested dancers of all levels and
abilities are welcome. For ages 8 through senior. Call to sign up
for a slot. 4121 Cutler Ave NE. 8-10am. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5wfb.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Encaustic Art
Workshop. Explore the world of painting with wax and pigments
in this introductory workshop with artist Lynnette Rizek. Materials
are provided. Registration recommended. 6500 Coors Blvd NW.
10am-noon. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/5wrl.

SUNDAY AUG 12
ART
BLUE MOON MARKETPLACE Blue Moon Art Market and
Fundraiser. A festive gathering of local artisans and musicians
on the second Sunday of each month through October, to raise
money for a different local charity each week. 400 San Felipe St
NW. 1-5pm. ALL-AGES! 350-0412. alibi.com/v/5wp0.

STAGE
AUX DOG THEATRE Telling My Story: Bridging Two Worlds Program
Kick-off. Featuring live music by Sol De La Noche as well as live
storytelling, short film screening, raffle prizes and a silent auction.
3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE. $5-$10. 2-4:30pm. ALL-AGES!
254-7716. alibi.com/v/5vcl.

MUSICAL THEATRE SOUTHWEST Nine, The Musical. 6320
Domingo Rd NE. $20-$22. 2pm. 18+. See 8/10 listing.

RODEY THEATRE La Cage aux Folles. University of New Mexico.
$22-$26. 2pm. ALL-AGES! See 8/10 listing.

SONG & DANCE
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Congregation B’nai
Israel: Dance Up Close. Ballerina Alisha Brach of the Royal Danish
Ballet, is joined by Da’von Doane of the Dance Theater of Harlem
for an evening of choreographed solo, pas de deux and ensemble
pieces. $27-$97. 5:30pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/5x68. Also,
Domingos en Arte: Nosotros. This nine-piece Latin music power-
house seamlessly combines Latin rhythms, rock, salsa, jazz and
cumbia, creating an unmistakable sound as part of the summer
music and dance series. 1701 Fourth Street SW. $11-$14.
7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 724-4771. alibi.com/v/5x1v.

UNM SUB BALLROOMS Cincinnati Cello and Piano Duo: Lee and
Rivers. The world renowned Lee-Rivers Duo, cellist Jonathan Lee—
an Albuquerque native—and pianist Sandra Rivers, perform live.
1 University of New Mexico. 3-5pm. 255-2069. alibi.com/v/5wfd.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Landscape
Architecture: Our 21st Century Superhero. An exciting lecture by
UNM Professor Katya Crawford on the power of landscape archi-
tecture. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. $0-$20. 3-5pm. 856-7277.
alibi.com/v/5wff.

[ C ] Feedback Loop: Allyson Packer. A lecture series providing
local artists and creatives the opportunity to engage in critical
dialogue with their peers and the public on topics of their choosing.
1120 Tijeras Ave NW. 7pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/5s7b.

MONDAY AUG 13
LEARN
FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH Singing with Terry Garthwaite. This
pioneer in contemporary music leads chant, rhythm, improv and
creative workshops and writes complex, humorous, memorable
rounds and chants—music to lift the spirit and tune the heart.
3701 Carlisle NE. $15. 6:30-8pm. 15+. 884-1801.
alibi.com/v/5w5i.

WEDNESDAY AUG 15
REMARQUE: NEW GROUNDS PRINT WORKSHOP Artists' Salon-
Style Gathering. Bring work and ideas to share, queries and ques-
tions to ask and food to share. 3812 Central Ave SE. 6-8pm. 18+.
268-8952. alibi.com/v/5ugd.

ARTS & LIT

CALENDAR

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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FOOD | INTERVIEW

BY ROBIN BABB

F
elicia Cocotzin Ruiz is in her 40s now, but

she sounds like an eager undergrad on the

phone. She gets understandably excited

when she’s talking about food and healing—

they’re the things she’s dedicated her life to. 
Ruiz, who goes by the handle Kitchen

Curandera on her website and on social media,
is a chef and healer who lives in Phoenix. For
most of her adult life she has been learning
and sharing her knowledge of cooking and
holistic healing methods, drawing from her
Indigenous American heritage and the
community of traditional healers in Arizona.
She operated a restaurant in Phoenix for
several years before the recession in 2008
forced her to close up shop and focus on other
parts of her career. Since then, she’s been
developing plant-based recipes, teaching
cooking classes all over the Southwest and
giving talks about indigenous foodways and
how to revitalize them. She hopes to empower
Indigenous Americans and other people of
color to embrace healthful ways of eating that
reclaim their ancestral foods rather than
reinforce colonial diets. I’m a pretty big fan of
hers. I talked with Ruiz recently about her
career, “superfoods” and using food as
medicine. Not included here is her assuring me
that yes, she is planning on putting a
cookbook together soon—so keep your eyes
peeled for that.

Weekly Alibi: You said you’ve been

cooking your whole life. Did you learn

from your family?

Ruiz: Not really. My mom went back to college
when I was in 6th grade and was in school full-
time, and I had two siblings. So I was kind of
in charge of cooking dinner. I’m almost 47
now so this was a long time ago. I couldn’t hop
on the internet and watch YouTube videos on
how to cook. I had to go to the library as a
young person to take out cookbooks. Thank
God I was interested in food! I would watch
PBS on Saturday mornings. I would study the
techniques and how they held the knife and
learn what it meant to sauteé. All these things
I totally learned on my own. By the time I was
22 years old I could hold my own in the
kitchen.

How did the curandería aspect come into

your cooking? Was that something your

family historically practiced?

I’ve just always had that in me naturally. My
great grandmother was a partera, somebody
who would catch babies. And she also would
mix up herbs and little potions for people
when they weren’t feeling well. She was

known throughout
Old Town for what
she did. We grew up
watching that. My
sister went on to go to
midwifery school and
became a midwife,
and I went on to
massage school and
later to learn more
about herbs. I’ve
always been doing
holistic healing. So
it’s kind of using all
this different
knowledge from the
East, and from here,
the West—our own
native medicine. I’ve
combined them. I’m
really grateful that
here in my own
community my elders
recognize what I do as
culinary medicine. It’s
kind of complicated
to use the word
“curandera”—I don’t
always introduce
myself as a curandera.
But if somebody
introduces me as
such, I have
permission from my
elders to say that I
practice culinary
medicine. In
curanderismo there’s five branches of healing,
and my community made me a sixth branch
just so I could properly say what I do. 

Your cooking is largely plant-based,

right?

Correct. I haven’t eaten beef or pork in about
10 years. I used to be full-on vegetarian,
actually for most of my adult life. After I had
to close my restaurant I had to kind of
reinvent myself in some ways. And so I
decided to go back into plant-based cooking
100 percent. I really took it to heart and
figured out which meat I still wanted to eat,
but a lot of my dishes are pretty much meat
and dairy free. That said, I tried elk not too
long ago; I had rabbit in the spring. I’m really
making an effort to only eat indigenous meat if
possible. That kind of meat is usually hunted
by a family friend or family member. So you
know it wasn’t pumped up with hormones, for
one thing. I also don’t like the idea of eating
an animal’s fear.

I totally understand that. I know you

probably get this question a lot, but what

is it like being a woman of color in the

largely white space of wellness and

vegan cooking?

I guess I feel a deep responsibility as a woman
of color, as a brown person more specifically—
when I go out and teach or give talks to other
people of color, I do my absolute best to never
make them feel ashamed if they’re in any type
of health disparity—if they have high blood
pressure, obesity, diabetes—I never even bring
those things up. Because I feel that as a group
we’ve been shamed. These problems are
systemic—I just try to help people learn how
to eat better without making anyone feel
ashamed of how they got there. Sometimes in
the wellness community dieticians will go and
tell people how to change their diet for better
health, but they’re coming from a European-
American perspective. A white perspective. I
come with a message of “Let’s go back to
eating more plants, like our ancestors did,”
rather than, “We should be vegan.” I don’t tell
myself or anyone that I’m vegan or vegetarian.

Felicia Cocotzin Ruiz, the
Kitchen Curandera
Ruiz talks healing communities with food

KNOWING INGREDIENTS

BY ROBIN BABB

What is miso?
More than just a little bowl of soup
It’s become such a staple in my cooking
arsenal that I sometimes forget that not
everybody knows and loves miso as much as I.
That said, the whole fermented foods craze
has certainly introduced the stuff into a lot of
American fridges and plenty of people have
slurped down tiny bowls of miso soup at sushi
restaurants. But what is this innocuous-
looking paste from Japan? Let’s get into the
nitty gritty.

What is it and how is it made? 
Miso is traditionally made with fermented
soybeans, but just about any kind of bean or
grain (or combination thereof) could be used—
some producers have even made miso with
corn. The bean or grain is combined with
water, salt and koji, a rice product that’s
inoculated with the mold Aspergillus oryzae.
(Remember back when we wrote about how
sake is made? Koji is used in that process as
well.) This mixture is left to ferment for
anywhere from a few days to two years.
Different types of miso have very different
flavors, but most of them have a base flavor of
salty, umami goodness. 

How do I use it?
The easiest and most traditional way to
consume miso is in miso soup, which simply
consists of miso, stock or water, vegetables
and, optionally, tofu. Add the sliced raw
veggies and (preferably silken) tofu to the
boiling water or stock, cook for a few minutes,
then take off the heat and whisk in the miso
(stirring in the miso too early can kill the active
cultures). When cold season comes back
around, I’ll be making this one every day.
Other ways to use miso? Add it to your
sauces, glazes and dressings. I like to stir a
teaspoon of miso into some tahini and lemon
juice to put on top of roast veggies or in
sandwiches and wraps. Add some to your
polenta or oatmeal with some greens for a
nice savory variation on hot cereal.

Is it good for you?
Heck yeah it’s good for you. Miso is packed
with protein and vitamin B-12, making it an
excellent ingredient for vegan and vegetarian
diets. Since it’s a fermented food, it’s also got
some good live active cultures in it, which are
great for digestive health. However, it’s also
high in sodium—so use in moderation,
especially if you have high blood pressure.

Where can I get it?
These days, you can get miso at just about
any supermarket in the health foods aisle.
Visit Talin Market, Asia Market or any other
Asian food market in town to have a wider
selection (barley miso is my fave), or pick up
the curated stuff from La Montañita or Whole
Foods.

Can I make it at home?
You can! As long as you’re patient. You’ll need
a fermenting crock or a similar non-porous
vessel that can be weighed down from the
top. For good make-at-home miso recipes,
check out Wild Fermentation by Sandor Ellix
Katz and The Book of Miso by William
Shurtleff and Akiko Aoyagi. Or check out Brad
Leone’s video recipe for miso over at Bon
Appetit if you want to crack up while you learn
stuff. a

Felicia Cocotzin Ruiz in Phoenix NICKY HEDAYATZADEH

Food Interview  continues on page 18 



BY ROBIN BABB

I
t is perhaps ironic that
when I go out to eat, I
often order dishes that

seem like something I
would make at home.
Why not order something
totally different from your
everyday, right? I like to
think this tendency of
mine is not because I’m
predictable, but because I
appreciate a home cooked
meal more than
something fancy and
inaccessible. 

Rosemary fits this
bill for me nicely. Their
menu contains huge
dinner salads filled with
lots of produce, plenty
of veggie-centric dishes
and big portions. Even
some of their less-than-
healthy dishes have so
many veggies in them
that you can kind of kid
yourself that it’s good for you. My kind of place.

Rosemary opened only two months ago up by
Montgomery Plaza. It’s pretty sparsely decorated
inside, but certainly cozy enough. When I visited
at 12:30 on a Wednesday they were so slammed
with a lunch crowd that the chef had to come out
to help with serving. It’s a good sign for a new
restaurant, but also a sign that they should
probably hire more waitstaff.

When I first visited Rosemary for lunch I was
pretty starving, and ordered more than I could
reasonably finish. I tried the blackberry basil
lemonade ($3), which was sweet and fruity—
although lacking any noticeable basil flavor. I
decided on an appetizer of crispy pan fried
Spanish cauliflower with romesco sauce ($8) and
the mushroom, white bean and farro burger for
my main ($8). This latter came with a side of
Rosemary fries, too. In retrospect, perhaps less
fried stuff would have been a good choice.

Which is not to say that it wasn’t all good,
though. The cauliflower is battered in rice flour
and fried crispy, almost like tempura. It’s flavored
with black pepper and rosemary, and the romesco
sauce is silky smooth and tomatoey to
complement it. The serving is more than enough
for two people as an appetizer, but I did my best
anyway.

The mushroom, white bean and farro burger is
a creative take on the veggie burger, but it suffers
from the same issue that plagues veggie burgers
the world over: a little too dry. I loved the arugula
and aioli on top, but the addition of onion rings
on top of all that felt like a little too much.
Substitute some tomato or something bright and
juicy for that, and I’d be a happy camper. The
fries that came with the burger (you can also
choose a salad, soup or kale slaw as a side) were
seasoned well but definitely came from a freezer.

On a dinnertime
visit to Rosemary I was
much more impressed
with my order. With a
particularly famished
friend in tow, I ordered
the eggplant adovada
($8) and a side of black
pepper truffle fries ($4)
to start us off. The
adovada, which comes
with fresh jicama chips

and guacamole on top, tastes smoky and meaty.
There’s a slight sweetness to the eggplant from
slow roasting, and the guacamole adds a nice
contrast to the little bit of spice in it. I would
certainly go back for this one. The truffle fries
were aided by a super garlicky sauce on the side.

I wanted to go a little lighter on this meal, so I
went for one of the several tasty-sounding salads:
the heirloom tomato, beet and burrata ($11).
This mixed greens salad came with little wedges
of roast beets and sliced multi-colored heirloom
tomatoes, plus a whole burrata split open on
top—so much for light. This is served with a
slightly sweet balsamic dressing that’s soaked up
nicely in the soft burrata.

My companion ordered my second choice, the
farro risotto ($11). I believe risotto is one of the
more satisfying foods on the planet, and making it
with farro makes it all the heartier. This extra
creamy dish comes with a variety of different
sauteéd mushrooms on top and enough fresh
parsley to make it seem, visually at least, like
you’re eating something remotely healthy. When
I got left with the box of leftovers, I found myself
eating them on my couch later that night,
watching nature documentaries in the dark. 

Throughout both visits to Rosemary the staff
was exceedingly friendly, and they all seemed to
know the menu pretty well. One waitress
recognized me on my second visit, and another I
recognized from the Downtown Growers’ Market.
When I saw that the chef was photographing a
new potential salad for the menu, he offered to let
me be the guinea pig for it. This approachability
is refreshing in a restaurant of Rosemary’s caliber.
Though still ironing out some kinks in the early
phases of restauranthood, Rosemary, I suspect,
will find its success through its list of simple but
satisfying plant-based dishes and its above par
service. a
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Veggies Are the Stars
Modern, simple fare at Rosemary

Rosemary
4565 San Mateo Blvd. NE, Ste. A

361-1842
rosemaryabq.com

Hours: Tue-Sat 11am-10pm, Sun 10am-9pm
Alibi recommends: Eggplant adovada; heirloom

tomato, beet and burrata salad
Vibe: Relaxed dinner date in a friendly joint.

The heirloom tomato, beet and burrata salad ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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On occasion I do want to eat a piece of turkey
or a piece of elk. I think when I’m talking with
other people of color, they can ask me
questions differently than they can somebody
who’s not a person of color. I also don’t use the
word vegan because if I tell a group of brown
people “we’re going to eat kale and avocados
and a papaya salad” and we called it “vegan,”
right away they don’t want to eat it. It’s
presented as a very white meal, a very
privileged meal. But if I said we’re eating
ancestral salad … I have to be the messenger,
and I try to come with a message of optimism
versus shame. So I just tell them that if we
want to reclaim our foods we have to be the
tellers of our own stories. Because right now
with things like purple potatoes and quinoa, we
feel like they’re not our foods, even though
those are our ancestral foods, they’ve just been
marketed a certain way.

I think quinoa is kind of the ultimate

example of the indigenous food that

white people have come in and made

trendy and now it’s suddenly only

affordable for the Whole Foods crowd. 

The people in the areas where quinoa grows,
many of them now can’t even afford it
themselves because it’s become such a valuable
export. That’s what I always tell people when
I’m working with the native community here
on the reservation I tell them, “We have access
to all of these foods, and if we don’t start eating
them, they’re going to turn into ‘superfoods’
and then they’ll be inaccessible to us.” Once
they get that label of superfood we’re going to
lose control of that food. Because then it starts
getting packaged and marketed and shipped far
away, and suddenly we’ll find that we can’t
afford it ourselves. We have to eat these
indigenous foods not just for us, but for our
community. Because if we don’t they’re either
going to disappear, or somebody’s gonna come
in, see the value, then buy the land to do it and
totally take it over. 

Are there any cool projects you have

coming up? 

I am still doing work with Partnership With
Native Americans. And I’m excited because
we finally got another grant, which means I’ll
be going to Utah and New Mexico and possibly
up to Navajo Nation here in Arizona. I drive
this mobile food kitchen all over the
Southwest, through all these tiny villages and
reservations that are usually not exactly tourist
destinations. I was already doing contract work
with them, teaching here and there. And one
day they told me that they thought I was the
perfect person for this job. I literally have to
drive this food truck and take it all over to
different reservations. [PWNA] provides
everything. I come up with all the recipes. And
because I also forage, wherever I drive the truck
to I take the people that have signed up on a
foraging walk—usually with one of the elders of
the community, because I don’t know the
plants from all over there. I love going foraging
because it allows me to learn more each time
and also share what I know. So we forage, and
then the following day we have a cooking class
and it’s 100 percent plant based and it includes
about 90 percent ancestral foods. We have a
lovely meal together, clean up, pack up the
truck and then depending on how far or how
late it is we either find a hotel or drive back to
Phoenix. It’s great. I’m driving this massive
truck and it’s hilarious. I never thought at my
age I would be doing something like this but it’s
so much fun. I drove that thing all over
Arizona the last time for six months until we
ran out of grant money. It looks like this time
I’m going to Utah and then to Jemez Pueblo in
New Mexico. It all depends who they have
partnerships with in each community. Because
we literally bring everything in this truck. It’s
got a six-burner stove, a fridge, an oven,
everything. We just got new a/c with part of
the grant. It doesn’t work great, but it’s better
than what we had before, which was nothing.

a

Ruiz’s recipe for this curry blend can be found at kitchencurandera.com/drink
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Food Interview continued from page 16
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The Meg
Wait 20 minutes after eating to view this movie

a fancy submarine to the bottom of the ocean.
Immediately after penetrating the
thermocline, the crew is attacked by a
mysteriously unseen creature. Anyone looking
at the poster or reading the title knows exactly
what this creature is. It’s an 80-foot prehistoric
shark known as a Megalodon. 

With the Mana’s research sub out of power
and stranded more than 10,000 meters under
the sea, who can our panicked oceanographers
possibly turn to for help? … You guessed it:
Jonas Taylor. Of course, the shell-shocked
submarine jockey wants nothing to do with
deep sea rescue anymore. He was quit when he
left, and he’s twice as quit now.
Conveniently—in one of many overly familiar
screenwriting contrivances—one of the
scientists trapped on the bottom of the ocean
just happens to be Taylor’s ex-wife (Australian
actress Jessica McNamee). So, of course,
Taylor plunges down into the Trench and
saves the scientists. He also ends up doing
battle with the giant toothy Megalodon that
calls the trench beneath the Trench home.

Back on the Mana One, a veritable U.N.
conference of stereotypes—serious leader type
(Cliff Curtis), fat nerd (Ólafur Darri Ólafsson),
tough chick (Ruby Rose), wisecracking black
guy (Page Kennedy), cute li’l moppet (Sophia

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

American Story
Becoming American: A Documentary Film and
Discussion Series continues at the National
Hispanic Cultural Center’s Bank of America
Theatre this Thursday, Aug. 9. Starting at 7pm
there will be a free screening of Aaron Matthews’
2001 film My American Girls: A Dominican Story.
Filmed over the course of a single year, this
documentary follows the family of Sandra and
Bautista Ortiz, hardworking immigrants living
frugally in a multi-family house in Brooklyn. While
the parents dream of returning to the Dominican
Republic, their American-born kids have other
ideas. Dr. Gabriel Sanchez, professor of political
science at the University of New Mexico, will be
there to moderate a post-film discussion on the
theme of “family and community.” Tickets can be
picked up at the NHCC’s Bank of America Theatre
box office starting one hour before showtime.

Movies in Madrid
The tiny town of Madrid, just over the mountains
from Albuquerque is hosting the very first Madrid
Film Festival this Friday and Saturday, Aug. 10 and
11. From 7:30 to 10:30pm at the Engine House
Theater (2846 Hwy. 14), impresario Joe West and
author Andrew Wice welcome audiences to the
inaugural event and will introduce their hand-
selected collection of 26 locally made short films.
Each night features its own unique lineup of “wild,
odd, creepy, funny and searingly heartbreaking”
shorts—all shot within 50 miles of Madrid.
Refreshments and merchandise are available at
the theater. Tickets are $15 for one night or $25
for a two-night pass. For more info on the event,
go to theaterofdeath.org

Better Watch “Saul”
If you’re a fan of AMC’s Albuquerque-lensed series
“Better Call Saul” (and you certainly should be),
then head on down to Tractor Brewing Wells Park
(1800 Fourth Street NW) for the Season 4 Watch
Party. The new season of the “Breaking Bad”
spinoff started last Monday, Aug. 6, and continues
every Monday at 7pm. Show up to Tractor
Brewing before 7 to grab a good seat and a cold
beer. Hosts Marq and Ed will be there giving away
prizes each week. For more info go to
getplowed.com.

Cai)—figure the danger is passed. After all,
there’s no chance the giant shark will swim up
out of the Mariana Trench and start attacking
the underwater research station, right? Right?

The Meg’s predictability shines through,
however. Pretty soon the scientists are doing
anything and everything they can come up
with to fight this marine monster—other than,
you know, alerting the government or the
military or something. The characters vacillate
between semi-likable (survivors) and semi-
dislikable (sharkbait). Our billionaire financier
argues against killing the Meg because it’s “a
gold mine.” (Uh, how exactly?) People fall off
the back of speeding boats and flounder in the
open ocean with the regularity of church bells.
Nearly as often Statham strips off his shirt,
revealing the sort of abs you aren’t likely to
possess following a five-year bender. Countless
shots and plot twists are borrowed directly
from Jaws and its spawn. 

At least The Meg has the benefit of volume
and velocity. Huge sonic bangs punctuate the
soundtrack, telling viewers when to jump out
of their seats. And, silly as it is, the story races
forward with barely a breath to spare. Director
Jon Turteltaub delivers speed and efficiency,
continuing his unbroken string of popular-yet-
forgettable offerings (3 Ninjas, Cool Runnings,
While You Were Sleeping, Phenomenon, Instinct,
The Kid, National Treasure, The Sorcerer’s
Apprentice). The Meg lacks the campy thrill of
Renny Harlin’s Deep Blue Sea or the outright
dread of Jaume Collet-Serra’s The Shallows. As
a lumbering beast of a late-summer monster
movie, however, it delivers on the promise of
moderate action, credible special effects and
one big-ass shark. a

The Meg
Directed by Jon Turteltaub

Starring Jason Statham, Rainn Wilson, Ruby Rose

Rated PG-13

Opens Thursday 8/9

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

B
ack in the ’70s, Hollywood’s first-ever
summer blockbuster, Jaws, spawned dozens
of waterlogged knockoffs (Orca, Great

White, Tintorera: Killer Shark, Mako: The Jaws

of Death, Up From the Depths, Piranha,

Barracuda, Tentacles, to name a few). Since
Discovery Channel started broadcasting its
annual Shark Week promotion back in 1988,
however, ordinary sharks have lost some of
their terrifying luster. If you wanna make a
shark-based horror movie these days, you’ve
got to amp it up. Syfy, for example, responded
to Discovery’s cable bonanza with its annual
string of Sharknado films (the sixth and
allegedly final one will air on Aug. 19). Now
comes Hollywood’s latest attempt to one-up
Jaws. The Meg is as much a by-the-numbers
Jaws knockoff as any of those cheapjack Italian
Xerox copies listed above. But at least it’s got
the world’s biggest shark!

The Meg is based on Steve Alten’s
preposterous page-turner MEG: A Novel of
Deep Terror from 1997. Despite the fact that
Alten’s book spawned six sequels, the film
version only uses the barest outline sketch of
the novel—which would be great if the film
swam in new and interesting waters. But it
doesn’t. This is nature disaster monster movie
fare at its biggest, loudest and silliest.

In the film’s standard-issue flashback intro,
we meet our main character, Jonas Taylor
(Jason Statham from some great Guy Ritchie
films and a bunch of interchangeable
Transporter/Expendables/Fast and Furious films).
Taylor is the world’s greatest deep sea rescue
pilot. While trying to rescue the crew of a
nuclear sub stuck at the bottom of the Mariana
Trench, he saves all but two sailors under
death-defying conditions. For screenplay-based
reasons, Taylor is blamed for these deaths and
drummed out of business. Taylor also faults
himself for failing to save everyone and spends
the next five years getting drunk on a beach in
Thailand. 

Cut to the current-day underwater research
facility “Mana One.” This “Star Trek: Deep
Space Nine”-looking facility has been built off
the coast of China to explore the Mariana
Trench. (The film was largely financed by
China, and much of the book’s action has
been transplanted from San Diego to China.)
Lead scientist Dr. Minway Zhang (Winston
Chao from Eat Drink Man Woman) and his
daughter Suyin (Li Bingbing from The
Forbidden Kingdom) believe that the bottom of
the Trench is not actually the bottom, but an
ice-cold layer of frozen chemicals that hides a
deeper more ancient world. Thanks to an
investment from flippant, jeans-wearing tech
billionaire Jack Morris (Rainn Wilson, “The
Office”), the Mana One team is ready to send

“Shark? What shark?”

Black to the Future
The organizers behind Albuquerque’s nonprofit
Corpus Arts venue (123 Seventh Street NW) have
put together another intriguing night of indie film
shorts. The theme for this month (Wednesday,
Aug. 15) is “Afrofuturism.” Afrofuturism is
described as “a cultural aesthetic, philosophy of
science and philosophy of history that explores the
developing intersection of African/African
Diaspora with technology.” Come see this
international collection of black sci-
fi/fantasy/speculative fiction starting at 7pm.
Popcorn and soda are available. A suggested $3
donation gets you in the door, but no one will be
turned away due to lack of funds. For more info go
to corpusarts.org. a
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H
ere’s the problem: Your cable or satellite or
Apple TV or whatever is jammed full of
channels—and yet, there’s nothing to

watch. You pay for the basic service, and you
shell out for add-ons like Turner Classic Movies
and the NFL Network. You’ve got HBO—
because, of course, you’ve got to keep up with
“Game of Thrones.” And you tacked on the
Starz package for six months because it was
super cheap. And still, there’s nothing you want
to watch. Now imagine what life is like for your
dog. If you think your TV choices are lame, just
imagine what a Shiba Inu thinks of today’s
primetime selections.

Now you can offer a whole new range of
entertainment choices to your canine
companion and add to your monthly cable bill at
the same time with DOGTV. As advertised,
DOGTV is TV for dogs. Available now on
Xfinity, DirectTV, Roku, Apple TV and
Amazon Fire (and coming soon to DISH
satellites), DOGTV is described as “a
veterinarian-recommended TV channel to treat
loneliness, anxiety and depression in dogs.”
Sure. Makes sense. I mean, what’s a greater cure
for human depression than lots and lots of
daytime TV?

“Does your dog suffer from separation
anxiety? Does she miss you when you leave
home? Does he whine and cry when he’s alone?”
asks the DOGTV website. “If you answered yes
to any of these questions, DOGTV is for you
and your dog!” Created by veterinarians and
“pet experts,” the shows on DOGTV feature
attention-grabbing visuals and “audio visual
therapy for dogs.” What’s that? Evidently it
consists of “healing sound frequencies” and
“positive affirmations.” Basically, it boils down

to a lot of video footage of dogs: people playing
with dogs, people walking with dogs, dogs
running, dogs catching Frisbees, dogs chasing
balls. 

Most of DOGTV’s programming cycles
between “relaxation” (dogs sleeping, nature
footage), “stimulation” (dogs
running/surfing/whatever) and “exposure”
(gentle introduction of traffic sounds, sirens,
fireworks and the like to acclimatize mutts to
new sights and sounds). The makers of DOGTV
assure us that sound frequencies and color
selections on all these videos have all been
adjusted with a domestic canine’s sensory organs
in mind. These “scientifically designed” shows
are no more than five-minutes long, which
DOGTV assures us are “scheduled based on
DOGTV’s assessment of a dog’s day cycles and
viewing habits.” Of course humans are free to
watch as well, particularly when it comes to
DOGTV’s more traditional programing (which
airs on weekends). There’s “DOGSTAR”
(viewer-submitted dog videos), “Dogs A to Z”
(an educational show on dog ownership),
“Talent Hounds” (a documentary series
exploring the “evolving role of dogs in our
society”) and the occasional dog/human exercise
video.

If you can be a lazy couch potato wallowing
in meaningless audio/visual stimulation, why
can’t your dog? It would be nice if your pets
could pony up the $4.99 per month it costs to
add DOGTV to your cable/satellite package, but
they refuse to get a job. Oh, well. What are you
gonna to do? Treat them like some common
farm animal without access to 24/7 HDTV? … I
didn’t think so.  a

For more info on DOGTV (yes, it’s really a thing), go

to dogtv.com

TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

bullied her in high school. Though it
hasn’t even aired, an online petition is
calling for the removal of this dark
comedy on the grounds that it fat-
shames women. Maybe watch it first
and then decide.

“Ordeal By Innocence” (Amazon
streaming anytime) Agatha Christie’s
1958 murder mystery gets a mini-
series adaptation starring Bill Nighy,
Morvern Christie, Alice Eve, Matthew
Goode and Luke Treadaway.

Freaky Friday (Disney 9pm) Mary
Rodgers’ seminal 1972 kids’ novel gets
its fourth Disney adaptation. After
Barbara Harris and Jodie Foster
(1976), Shelly Long and Gaby Hoffman
(1995) and Jamie Lee Curtis and
Lindsay Lohan (2003), we get Heidi
Bickenstaff and Cozi Zuehlsdorff as the
mother and daughter who mysteriously
switch bodies. This one’s a musical
version.

SATURDAY 11

I Am Paul Walker (Paramount 7pm)
Paul Walker—star of several Fast and
Furious films, 17 episodes of “The
Young and the Restless” and 1998’s
Meet the Deedles—gets the
documentary biopic treatment. 

“The Vanilla Ice Project” (DIY 8pm)
Former rapper Vanilla Ice gets ready for
the eighth season of his home
renovation show. … You know, that’s two
seasons longer than both “The Bob
Newhart Show” and “The Sopranos.”

SUNDAY 12

“Teen Choice 2018” (KASA-2 7pm)
Nick Cannon and “Lele” Pons host. …

Yup, I’m old enough I had to look
her up. She’s a “Venezuelan-
American internet personality”
who got famous as the “most-
followed” and “most-looped”
person on the short-form video
hosting platform Vine. 

MONDAY 13

“Rob Riggle’s Ski Master
Academy” (Sony Crackle
streaming anytime)
Actor/comedian Rob Riggle stars
as actor/comedian Rob Riggle,
“who is mostly known for his
legendary ski master movies.”
Now—at least according to this
satirical sitcom—the performer
has invested his money and
reputation into starting a school
dedicated to “America’s truest art
form,” personal watercraft riding.

TUESDAY 14

Santa Jaws (Syfy 7pm) Feeding off
of Discovery’s annual “Shark
Week,” is Syfy’s “Sharknado
Week.” It features such delights as
this film about, yes, a family
devoured by a shark during
Christmas. This one was directed
by Misty Talley (who gave us
Mississippi River Shark, Ozark
Sharks and Zombie Shark).

WEDNESDAY 15

“Raising Tourette’s” (A&E 8:01pm)
Kids with Tourette’s syndrome are
just like other adolescents—in that
they have their own docu-reality
show now. a

THURSDAY 9

“Meteor Garden” (Netflix streaming
anytime) At the insistence of her
parents, a poor girl goes to a
university for rich kids and ends up
attracting the attentions of four
handsome but arrogant young men.
This is a remake of a popular 2001 TV
series out of Taiwan (itself based on
the Japanese comic book Boys Over
Flowers).

FRIDAY 10

“All About the Washingtons” (Netflix
streaming anytime) Joseph
Simmons (a.k.a. Rev. Run from Run-
DMC) stars in this sitcom about a
legendary hip-hop performer who
decides to retire. His wife takes
advantage of the situation to restart
her career, leaving our protagonist to
raise the kids and keep the house in
order. Think Mr. Mom, but with a rap
beat.

“Insatiable” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Lauren Gussis (a former
staff writer on “Dexter”) created this
dark comedy about a beauty pageant
contestant (and former plus-sized
girl), who’s only competing in order to
wreak revenge on the people who

DOGTV
Yes, I said DOGTV



AUGUST 9-15, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [21]

FILM | CAPSULES BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

other human being through nuptial rituals and the
sanctity of the institution of marriage." (That's accord-
ing to the press copy, anyway.) It's a remake of a 1987
family drama/romance of the same name. In Telugu
with English subtitles. 95 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Saturday 9811 at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Summer 1993
During the titular time period, a troubled 6-year-old is
shipped out of Barcelona to the countryside to live with
her aunt and uncle in the wake of her mother's death.
Little Frida (wonderful newcomer Laia Artigas) is given
love, attention and an idyllic home—but she can't figure
out how to deal with the tragedy surrounding her cir-
cumstances. Writer-director Carla Simón makes her
feature debut with this gentle, semi-autobiographical
drama, heading back to the actual locations she grew
up on to shoot it. In Catalan with English subtitles. 97
minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 8/10 at Guild Cin-
ema)

Summer of 84
This nostalgia-minded indie horror drama (from the
makers of Turbo Kid!) starts out like a Spielberg movie
and gets progressively darker. A bunch of small town
kids on bikes spend their summer spying on a neigh-
bor—who may or may not be a serial killer. Bad stuff
happens. 105 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 8/10
at Flix Brewhouse)

Vishwaroopam 2
The 2013 Indian action spy thriller gets both a prequel
and a sequel in the same movie. Kamal Haasan re-
turns as RAW agent Major Wisam Ahmad Kashmiri,
hunting down Al-Qaeda terrorist Omar Qureshi (Rahul
Bose, who's back as well). Seems that the baddies are
bent on attacking New York City on this go-around. In
Tamil with English subtitles. 125 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Thursday 8/9 at Century Rio, Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque)

STILL PLAYING

Ant-Man and The Wasp
Marvel breaks out a sequel to its 2015 action comedy
hit Ant-Man. This time around our pint-sized hero/single
father (Paul Rudd) is teamed up with a no-nonsense
female counterpart (Evangeline Lilly) to battle a danger-
ous, phase-shifting villain named Ghost. Laurence Fish-
burne also joins the cast as scientist Bill Foster, whom
longtime comic book fans will surely recognize. 118
minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Flix Brewhouse)

Blindspotting
This ripped-from-the-headlines comedy-drama comes
from hip-hop outsiders Rafael Casal and Daveed Diggs.
Diggs made his mark rapping his way through the roles
of Thomas Jefferson and Marquis de Lafayette in Hamil-
ton. Here, he teams up with longtime pal Casal as
Collin and Miles, a pair of black-and-white best friends
working for a moving company in Oakland. When Collin
(an ex-con just days away from ending his probation)
witnesses the late-night police shooting of a young
black man, he keeps his mouth shut. This leads to the

Generation Wealth
Documentarian Lauren Greenfield (The Queen of Ver-
sallies) investigates the "pathologies" that have created
the richest society the world has ever seen. Greenfield
gets a bit distracted focusing on her own family; but the
criticism of America's fetishistic love for consumer capi-
talism is right on point. 106 minutes. R. (Opens Friday
8/10 at High Ridge)

Grave of the Fireflies
This animated historical drama from Japan's Studio
Ghibli (My Neighbor Totoro, Princess Mononoke) could
be the most depressing kids' film ever made. It's both
gorgeous and haunting to watch. The story follows two
small children, left homeless and orphaned by the Al-
lied firebombing in World War II, who struggle to survive
on the ruined streets of Kobe. First released in 1988, it
remains one of the most profound antiwar films ever
made. Screened in both English subtitled and English
dubbed versions. 91 minutes. (Opens Sunday 8/12 at
Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

King of Jazz
This early movie musical (from 1930) stars popular
bandleader Paul Whiteman and features a revue of
comedy sketches, musical performances and variety
acts drawn directly from Broadway and vaudeville. The
Radio City Rockettes are in there, as well as a very
young Bing Crosby. 98 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Satur-
day 8/11 at Guild Cinema)

The Meg
Reviewed this issue. 113 minutes. PG-13. (Opens
Thursday 8/9 at Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Century 14 Downtown, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

Sixteen Candles
This teen classic is one of John Hughes' Holy Trinity (Six-
teen Candles, Pretty in Pink, The Breakfast Club),
chronicling the trials and tribulations of high school life
in the new wave-filled ’80s. Molly Ringwald is the cute
teen whose birthday gets forgotten in the mad buildup
to her older sister's toney wedding. Ah, 1984! When
Anthony Michael Hall was still a skinny little geek. John
Cusack too. Whatever happened to hunky Michael
Schoeffling, though? 93 minutes. PG. (Opens Tuesday
8/14 at Flix Brewhouse)

Slender Man
The spooky-looking creepypasta internet meme that in-
spired at least one attempted murder finally rates his
own low-budget PG-13 horror movie. In it, a group of
teenage girls (led by Joey King from 2010's Ramona
and Beezus) investigates the mystery of the mythical
monster Slender Man after a friend of theirs goes miss-
ing. This turns out to be a bad idea. 93 minutes. PG-
13. (Opens Thursday 8/9 at Century Rio, AMC
Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Century 14 Downtown, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16)

Srinivasa Kalyanam
This Indian drama—starring Nithiin, Prakash Raj and
Raashi Khanna—highlights "the sacred bond with an-

film's messy, extended rumination on race, class, gertri-
fication and justice—much of which, believe it or not, is
delivered in spoken word verse. 95 minutes. R. (Century
Rio)

Christopher Robin
In this live-action/animated fantasy, a middle-aged
Christopher Robin (Ewan McGregor)—real-life star of
the A.A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh books—finds himself
going through a midlife crisis. And who should show up
at his doorstep in urban London? How about the silly
ol' bear himself and his pals from the Hundred Acre
Wood (rendered in CGI as perfect stuffed animals
come to life). 104 minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema)

The Darkest Minds
Hollywood tries to launch another young adult sci-fi se-
ries by mashing together X-Men and The Maze Runner.
In the near future, a strange disease has wiped out 98
percent of children under age 20. The surviving 2 per-
cent develop amazing super powers. Naturally, they're
hunted and herded into internment camps by creepy
government types. Just as naturally, one preternaturally
talented young woman (Amandla Stenberg from The
Hunger Games) must escape and lead her fellow teens
in a rebellion against totalitarian government forces. It's
based on Alexandra Bracken's YA series (six books and
counting). 105 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Down-
town, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16)

Death of a Nation
Right-wing nut job Dinesh D'Souza (Obama's America,
Hillary's America: The Secret History of the Democratic
Party) unleashes another one of this deplorable politi-
cal documentaries. Hilariously, this one tries to explicitly
equate the presidency of Abraham Lincoln with the
presidency of Donald Trump. Purely coincidentally, in
May of this year, D'Souza received a full pardon from
Donald Trump for his felony count of illegal campaign
contributions. 109 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Down-
town, Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Don't Worry, He Won't Get Far On Foot
Gus Van Sant (Drugstore Cowboy, Good Will Hunting)
directs this disarmingly sentimental true-life biopic
about quadraplegic cartoonist John Callahan. After
being paralyzed in a drunk driving accident, Callahan
(Joaquin Phoenix, in one of his most down-to-Earth
roles) heal his broken spirit with a combination of Alco-
holics Anonymous and politically incorrect doodles.
Drunk, foul-mouthed and frequently self-loathing, Calla-
han is an odd source for inspirational uplift. And yet, by
accepting that 12 step programs help certain people
and that black humor is a good thing, this cynicism-free
portrait manages to be both amusing and emotional.
Among the eclectic supporting cast is Jonah Hill, in one
of the most transformative roles of his career. Reviewed
in v27 i30. 114 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Eighth Grade
YouTube personality Bo Burnham writes and directs this
hilarious, painful and surprisingly well-observed dram-

BlacKkKlansman

OPENING THIS WEEK

BlacKkKlansman
Spike Lee (Do the Right Thing) directs this punchy, in-
your-face mixture of playful blaxploitation action, canny
comedy and true-life biography. This crazy tale of an
African-American police officer (John David Washing-
ton) who goes undercover in the Ku Klux Klan (and
even becomes the chapter president) is actually based
on a real incident in early ’70s Colorado Springs. Funny,
timely and loaded with unexpected style, this marks a
major return to form for Lee after a decade or so of
misfires. 135 minutes. R. (Opens Thursday 8/9 at Cen-
tury Rio, High Ridge)

Blood Fest
This low-budget, gore-filled horror flick borrows a chunk
of its plot from the 1991 horror-comedy Popcorn. A
bunch of horror-loving teens show up at a blood-spat-
tered, all-night film festival—only to discover the organ-
izer has a sinister agenda and is bumping off viewers
one-by-one. Can their obsessive knowledge of slasher
movie clichés save them? 105 minutes. R. (Opens
Tuesday 8/14 at Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown)

Cowboy Bebop: The Movie—Knockin' on
Heaven's Door
This spin-off of the popular Japanese animated series
introduces us to the crew of the Bebop, a gang of
space age bounty hunters traveling the solar system
looking (often unsuccessfully) for bad guys to bust. In
this one-off adventure from 2001, the gang stumbles
across a futuristic terrorist bent on getting revenge on
those who turned him into the unstoppable killing ma-
chine that he is. The film tones down some of the sci-fi
trappings and slapstick comedy of the TV series, opting
instead for some all-out action cinema. The result is a
kinetic piece of Japanese anime that may actually win
more fans among newcomers than among the already
converted. Screened in English subtitled and English
dubbed versions. Reviewed in v12 i20. 116 minutes. R.
(Wednesday 8/15 at Century Rio)

Crazy Rich Asians
Kevin Kwan's hit novel gets the romantic comedy treat-
ment courtesy of director Jon M. Chu (Step Up 2: The
Streets, Justin Beiber: Never Say Never, G.I. Joe: Retali-
ation, Jem and the Holograms). Middle class native
New Yorker Rachel (Constance Wu from "Fresh Off the
Boat") heads to Singapore to meet her humble
boyfriend's family. Much to her surprise, it turns out he's
the scion of one of the top 10 wealthiest families in
Asia and sole heir to the family's huge fortune. But
what will happen when he introduces Rachel to his
controlling mother and the rest of his close-knit clan
during the society wedding of the year? Among the cast
are Henry Golding, Michelle Yeoh, Ken Jeong, Awkwa-
fina, Jimmy O. Yang and Harry Shum Jr. 120 minutes.
PG-13. (Opens Wednesday 8/15 at Century Rio, Flix
Brewhouse, Century 14 Downtown, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story
A group of misfits (led by Vince Vaughn) enters a Las
Vegas dodgeball tournament in order to save their
beloved local gym from takover by an evil corporate fit-
ness guru (Ben Stiller). Is there a chance we'll see a
"ball in the crotch" joke? Can any movie featuring
William Shatner, David Hasselhoff and Jason Bateman
be anything but amusing? I think you know the answer
to these and other questions. 92 minutes. R. (Friday
8/10 at Guild Cinema)

Dog Days
Trying to wedge itself alongside such interconnected,
ensemble cast rom-coms as Love Actually and Valen-
tine's Day is this syrupy tale of lovelorn Los Angelenos
who cross paths at a local dog park. Nina Dobrev,
Adam Pally, Laura Lapkus, Eva Longoria, Thomas
Lennon and Tig Notaro are among our would-be ro-
mantic couples. Ken Marino (of cult comedy troupe The
State) directs. His wife, Erica Oyama ("Burning Love,"
"The Eric Andre Show") provides the screenplay. Awww.
112 minutes. PG. (Opens Wednesday 8/8 at Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Century 14 Downtown,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Election
Alexander Payne (Sideways, The Descendents) directed
this funny, cutting 1999 comedy about a bitter high
school teacher (Matthew Broderick) who becomes way
too embroiled in a student body election between an
overbearing overachiever (Reese Witherspoon) and a
genial football player (Chris Klein). 103 minutes. R.
(Opens Monday 8/13 at Flix Brewhouse)
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land, Ore. When authorities finally close in on them,
their life of freedom is threatened—not just by a return
to the ordinary world, but by the idea that there might
be something more than mere survival out there for
them. Suffused with regional realism, the film is never
less than brutally honest—but it also never strays in its
empathy for these noble but flawed characters. 108
minutes. PG. (High Ridge)

Mama Mia! Here We Go Again
In the 2008 original we got a lot of very bad karaoke
versions of ABBA songs and a story about how Meryl
Streep slept with so many dudes she couldn't remem-
ber who the father of her about-to-be-married daughter
(Amanda Seyfried) was. In this sequel, the former bride
is pregnant, grandma (Cher) shows up, and we get
flashbacks to that magical summer 30 years ago when
young Meryl Streep (Lily James) banged young Pierce
Brosnan (Jeremy Irvine), young Stellan Skarsgard (Josh
Dylan) and young Colin Firth (Hugh Skinner). Also, more
ABBA songs. 108 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Down-
town, Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge)

Mission: Impossible—Fallout
Over the course of five previous movies (or is it four?—I
bet you can't remember) Mission: Impossible has
crafted a legacy of incredible stunts and forgettable
storylines. Here we are at the sixth (yes, sixth) film in
the series. Seems that Ethan Hunt (Tom Cruise) and
the IMF team are on a secret mission that goes horribly
wrong. They're betrayed and have to go rogue in order
to … wait a minute. Am I describing the plot to this
movie or a previous one? Trick question! It's all of
them! Seriously though, the plot (something about nu-
clear terrorists attacking holy cities) is the usual jumble.
But the action is breathtakingly over-the-top. If you can
handle 147 minutes of motorcycle crashes, HALO
jumps, helicopter chases, fist fights and and rooftop
parkour, this is the one for you. 147 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albuquerque
12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
High Ridge)

No Date, No Signature
A minor traffic collision proves to have far-reaching con-
sequences in this ripple-effect drama from Iran. A
forensic pathologist (Amir Aghaee) finds himself work-
ing on the corpse of a young child, whose death he

may or may not have been involved with. In Farsi with
English subtitles. 107 minutes. Unrated. (Guild Cin-
ema)

RBG
Much-admired Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsberg gets the biopic treatment with this look into
her life and work. Not just a tribute to the energetic life
of one tough, smart, even-tempered lady, the documen-
tary also stands as a monument to her legacy of prece-
dent-setting legal writing. 98 minutes. PG. (High Ridge)

Sicario: Day of the Soldado
The blistering border action saga Sicario gets an over-
the-top sequel with morally flexible federal agent Matt
Graver (Josh Brolin) re-teaming with mysterious assas-
sin Alejandro (Benicio Del Toro). Seems that terrorists,
drug dealers, human traffickers and all manner of for-
eigners are conspiring to commit all sorts of cross-bor-
der evil. Naturally, it's up to Graver and Alejandro and
their new "no rules" edict to draw a line in the sand.
This grim, hyper-violent action flick dumps a lot of the
dramatic subtlety of the original, making this the
Rambo to the original's First Blood. 122 minutes. R.
(Century Rio)

Skyscraper
Another week, another preposterous Dwayne "The
Rock" Johnson action flick. Here, the wrestlin' thespian
plays a former military man hired as head of security
for the world's tallest building (in Hong Kong). When the
building catches on fire after an attack by terrorists, our
hero goes to great lengths (not to mention extreme
heights) to rescue his wife (Neve Campbell) and kids.
Yeah, you've seen this kinda thing before. 102 minutes.
PG-13. (Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Sorry to Bother You
In an "alternate," present-day version of Oakland, Calif.,
telemarketer Cassius Green (Lakeith Stanfield from "At-
lanta" and Get Out) discovers the magical key to suc-
cess is adopting a "white guy" voice (supplied by David
Cross). This leads him to a bizarre corporate world of
money and power—as lorded over by Armie Hammer's
kooky, coke-snorting CEO. This unapologetically con-
frontational comedy/fantasy—a debut writing-direcing
effort from rapper Boots Riley—plays like the cutting so-
cial satire of Putney Swope as filtered through the odd-
ball lens of directors Michel Gondry (The Eternal
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind) and Spike Jonze (Being
John Malkovich). Reviewed in v27 i29. 105 minutes. R.
(Century 14 Downtown)

The Spy Who Dumped Me
Mila Kunis stars as a woman who gets dumped by her
boyfriend, only to find out he was a government super
spy. This gets her unwittingly entangled in an interna-
tional conspiracy. Of course, she drags along her BFF
(Kate McKinnon) for the ensuing shenanigans. 116
minutes. R. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC
Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Cottonwood Stadium
16, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema)

Teen Titans Go! To The Movies
This spin-off of Cartoon Network's long-running teenage
superhero series finds Robin and the gang angry over
the fact that every hero in the DC universe has their
own Hollywood movie. Naturally, they try to hire a direc-
tor and make their own cinematic debut, but are
shocked to discover they are not taken seriously as
crime fighters. Like the series, it's far more gag-oriented
than plot-oriented. But Nicolas Cage does get to voice
his dream role as Superman. 88 minutes. PG. (Century
Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

Three Identical Strangers
In 1980 three complete strangers crossed paths in
New York City, only to discover they were identical
triplets, separated at birth. The 19-year-olds' joyous re-
union catapulted them to international fame, but also
unlocked an unsettling secret that had been haunting
all three young men their entire lives. In unpacking its
baffling, true-life conspiracy, this fascinating documen-
tary switches moods from coincidence-driven sitcom to
psychological mystery. 96 minutes. PG-13. (High Ridge)

Won't You Be My Neighbor?
This lovely and incredibly welcome documentary ex-
plores the life, lessons and legacy of iconic children's
show host Fred Rogers—whose compassion, earnest-
ness and fundamental "goodness" seem to be in des-
perately short supply in today's contentious world. Be
prepared to get hit with a wave of nostalgia and emo-
tion. It's OK to cry, even. Mr. Rogers said so. Morgan
Neville (an Oscar winner for 20 Feet From Stardom) di-
rects. 94 minutes. PG-13. (High Ridge)

edy about an introverted middle schooler (Elsie Fis-
cher) who tries to survive the last days of eighth grade.
Among the obstacles: a uncouth single dad, a clueless
classroom crush and a week spent shadowing an ac-
tual high school student. The dialogue, settings and
emotions are so uncomfortably authentic this some-
times feels like an ethnographic study. Anyone who's
been to school will empathize with this film's savvy,
iPhone age update of the old indie film coming-of-age
genre. Reviewed in v27 i31. 93 minutes. R. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, High Ridge, AMC Albuquerque
12)

The Equalizer 2
Antoine Fuqua's 2014 action flick had Denzel Washing-
ton taking over from TV's Edward Woodward as a retired
government agent who takes on random assignments
helping innocent people in trouble. Denzel is back now,
serving up justice for the exploited. This time around
one of his old CIA friends is murdered, and he's got to
go gunning for revenge, old-guy-style. 129 minutes.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque
12, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16)

The First Purge
The fourth in the popular (not to mention cheap-to-
make) dystopian action series is, as the title suggests, a
prequel. Here, we go back in time to see how the New
Founding Fathers tested out Purge Night, a 12-hour pe-
riod in which all crime is legal. But the isolated commu-
nity chosen to test this brutal political idea explodes
when the violence of the oppressors meets the rage of
the marginalized. 97 minutes. R. (Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation
The monsters from Hotel Transylvania are heading out
for some fun in the sun in this animated sequel. Worka-
holic hotelier Count Dracula (voiced by Adam Sandler)
finds himself stuck on a sea cruise with his daughter
(Selena Gomez), his human son-in-law (Andy Sam-
berg) and a host of mummies, werewolves and
Frankenstein monsters. Naturally, old man Drac falls in
love with the ship's lovely Captain Ericka (Kathryn
Hahn). Just as naturally, she turns out to be a descen-
dent of the famed vampire killing clan, the Van Hels-
ings. Hijinks ensue. 97 minutes. PG. (Century 14
Downtown, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

In the Last Days of the City
A documentary filmmaker in Cairo is having difficulty
finishing his film, so his friends send him footage from
the cities they live in—from Baghdad to Berlin. The re-
sult is a "movie within a movie" that reads as a melan-
choly elegy to a fading metropolis on the edge of
revolution and dissolution. In Arabic with English subti-
tles. 117 minutes. Unrated. (Guild Cinema)

Incredibles 2
After 14 years Pixar returns to the Parr family, the clan
of superpowered folks who fought off enforced retire-
ment. Now the family is thrown for a loop when mom
Elastigirl (Holly Hunter) is recruited by a high-profile,
Avengers-style team, leaving dad Mr. Incredible (Craig T.
Nelson) to play Mr. Mom to his superpowered kids—in-
cluding wonder baby Jack-Jack. 118 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom
Seems that troubled Isla Nublar now has an additional
problem (besides all those man-eating dinosaurs on
the loose). Wouldn't you know it: The entire island has
been sitting on a dormant volcano this entire time, and
it's now exploding. Naturally, a mix of untrustworthy
mercenaries and squabbling scientists (plus dinosaur
trainer Chris Pratt and operations manager Bryce Dal-
las Howard) head back to the island to rescue a bunch
of the giant lizards before, you know, lava. What could
possibly go wrong? Oh, I don't know: The exact same
crap that's gone wrong in the last four films? Don't get
me wrong. This trope-filled sequel is extremely exciting.
But it lacks the original's sense of wonder and gets in-
creasingly dumb—somehow ending up as a haunted
house story, but with dinosaurs instead of ghosts. 128
minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Leave No Trace
Writer-director Debra Granik, who gave us 2010's sear-
ing Winter's Bone, gets slightly less bleak for this con-
templative backwoods drama about a homeless,
PTSD-afflicted father (Ben Foster) and his 13-year-old
daughter (Thomasin McKenzie) living an idyllic (if tenu-
ous) existence squatting in a vast urban park in Port-
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musical relevance and a damn good time to be
had on Aug. 11, at the Albuquerque Museum
Amphitheater when EJazz Swings Bobby and
Frank.

Weekly Alibi: So tell me all about this

concert, it’s the last of the Jazz Under the

Stars series for 2018, amirite?

It’s been about a year in the making. I got this
idea about a year ago. The reason it came about
was because I was reading an article about how
Bobby and Frank really went to bat against racial
injustice. When they were singing in Vegas—
they were 21 years apart—that was at the
beginning of the civil rights movement here in
the US. Nat King Cole, Ella Fitzgerald, Sammy
Davis Jr., they weren’t allowed to sing in the same
clubs because they were black. I read that both
Bobby and Frank got really angry about that; later
they refused to perform in the segregated clubs.

I didn’t know that.

That’s the whole thing that got this project
started for me. It was the spark. I thought to
myself, “I wanna do this show, not only because I
love the music, the arrangements, but also
because of the fact that they stood up to all the
crap that was going on around them. That is very
important to me now.

I think those types of struggles for progress

are very important lessons for Americans in

the midst of today’s cultural upheavals.

It’s about being chill in time that is not chill at
all. All of this music is very timely, I think. It’s a
way to bring things up. At the New Mexico Jazz
Workshop, we’ve focused on curated shows, it’s a
lot about music, obviously. But, it’s also about
telling a story. We want to do a show that tells an
important story about America and American
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Emerson, Frank and Bobby
Vocal legends get local treatment

BY AUGUST MARCH

E
merson Corley digs Frank Sinatra. And
Emerson Corley digs Bobby Darin too. The
lauded lead singer of Burque’s big-cool jazz

ensemble, Entourage or just EJazz, is known for
challenging audiences with deep dives into the
American Songbook, trips down a musical river
that plunge listeners into a world that flows
downstream with grand articulation, navigating
the rocks and eddies and swooping shores with
aplomb.

But taking cues from jazzers of the past is not
enough for Emerson, a gifted alto with a
propensity for style and sonic surety who brings
relevance to the work they inhabit through keen
arrangements and a killer band filled to the brim
with hot players. It also helps that Corley can sing
like nobody’s damn business rocking it on
everything from ballads to barn burners.

The vocalist’s latest project is a curated
performance of the work of two pre-rocanrol
musical icons, Frank Sinatra and Bobby Darin.
Both of these dudes are still legitimately part of
the American popular culture pantheon, Elvis be
damned. As such, their work isn’t so obscure as to
scare off millennials afraid of the unknown or
Gen Xers burnt on what was underground freaky-
styly in their youth. Sure, stuff like this attracts
the cyan-haired among us, but can it fill the bill
in 2018?

Corley is confident that it can and has
prepared a program filled with information about
another conflicted world in transition—early ’60s
America—where music made a difference. With
that very combination of chill chops and for realz
relevance, how can concert-goers go wrong?

Come along then readers, as Weekly Alibi
chats with Emerson Corley about cultural change,

music. When I applied to do this gig, I did just
that. I wrote that I was going to tell a story
through the eyes of Bobby Darin and Frank
Sinatra, their interpersonal relationships, their
lives and how they dealt with challenging times.
Things were very confusing [for progressives] back
then. These two would go to bat for their black
colleagues, but at the same time they had to work
in the milieu of groups like the Rat Pack.

Some would say that these pre-rocanrol

American icons were themselves

challenged, their hyper-male personas, the

mob connections, are what I’m thinking of

here.

[Laughs] You couldn’t be more spot on. Both men
were products and victims of the time and culture
that they came from. Hyper men. We learned
from that, we’ve evolved into what we are now as
a result of that part of [pre-rocanrol] popular
culture.

So why does their music still resonate with

listeners of all ages?

Well, it’s part of the American Songbook. And I
really think the music is timeless because it is so
well-crafted, as far as pop goes. I don’t think
either of these guys would have ever dreamed that
people would still be listening to this kind of
music 70 years on.

What can concert-goers expect at this show?

I know that when I think of Bobby Darin I

think of “Mack the Knife” and “Beyond the

Sea.”

Both of these guys are still a big part of pop
culture. With Sinatra, he’s etched into the fabric
of America. Bobby died young, at 37, so he didn’t
have as much time to build up a big repertoire,
like Sinatra did. We do a lot of his tunes. I think

it’s natural for big bands to gravitate toward his
work because the songwriting, by Sammy Cahn
and Jimmy Van Heusen is stellar. Of course I also
like Sinatra’s style, that urbane, yet relaxed late-
’50s look. My number one favorite Frank Sinatra
tune is “Fly Me to the Moon.” We’ll definitely do
that.

Who’s in the band these days?

Roger Baker, our arranger, plays the piano. Dimi
DeSanti plays guitar. Maren Hatch handles the
bass and Jon Bartlit plays the drums. The sax
section is Lee Taylor, Sarah Griego and Michael
Christmas. Our trumpet section consists of J.Q.
Whitcomb, who is flying in from New York for
this gig, Brad Dubbs and Bruce Dalby. On ’bones
we have Micah Hood and Ryan Finn. But get
this, we have a special guest too. Lisa Coffey, the
harpist from Frank Sinatra’s band will be joining
us too!

That should add a heavenly sound to the

whole of the proceedings, eh?

Frank loved the harp. He was obsessed with
having a hot harpist in his band. He literally used
to put the harp player on a pedestal.

I love that. I can’t wait to hear the sounds of a

harp sitting in and jamming with you all.

It’s going to be an amazing way to top off a
summer of amazing performances, that’s for sure.
a

NMJW Jazz Under The Stars Presents
EJazz Swings Bobby and Frank

Saturday, Aug. 11, 7pm
Albuquerque Museum Amphitheater

2000 Mountain Rd. NW • $15 to $18
Tickets available at holdmyticket.com

Emerson Corley COREY YAZZIE
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Friday Part II
They told me in
rocanrol critic
school to avoid
comparing one act
to another,
especially if said
comparison spanned
generations and
involved musical
entities younger
readers may not
know, understand or
appreciate. Well,
fuck that, as Lester
Bangs reportedly
said when
confronted with
anything that
smacked of
upholding the
normative. Getting
on from that, I have
always had a special
place in my heart for
the work of Ben
Gibbard. The same
goes for the Regina
Spektor. Totally dig that shit. So how do you
think I feel about He is We, an idie pop
project created and maintained by Rachel
Taylor? Very hopeful is the answer to that one,
carnales, as I realize they sorta sound like the
aforementioned. Those kids from Portlandia
sure as hell can plaintively play, as He is We
demonstrates sweetly and succinctly over and
over again. Try “Happily Ever After” or last
spring’s “I Wouldn’t Mind” for size if you are
concerned that this music is somehow not
relevant to you. On the other hand if all this
turns out to be diggable then you’ll appreciate
the information that follows. He is We is
gigging on Friday, Aug. 10 at the Jam Spot
(415 Central Ave. NW). Come down now,
they’ll all say. 6pm • $12 • All-ages.

Saturday
Albuquerque’s hip-hop scene continues to drip
development and bifurcate badassery. Fans
may be aware of a growing underground school
of rap that includes well-known emcee entities
like Def-I as well as deadly duos like Song
Burds and mysterious music makers like
Goblin Bones. There is also a growing number
of traditionalist, pop-oriented flavas coming
through the pipe in Duke City, New Mexico,
often with OG and autotune affinities clearly
demarcated in their fab flows and intensely
dense urban riffing. Witness Tino Ware, AKA
T Streets and Sir Trigga, two bold and
bumping members of the local iteration of hip-
hop nation who will be playing a show on
Saturday, Aug. 11 at Duke City Events (2822
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Yes Indeed, It’s Fun Time
Concerts can’t, won’t and don’t stop

BY AUGUST MARCH

“T
iming like a clock when I rock the hip-
hop/ Top notch is my stock on the
soapbox/ I've got more rhymes than

I've got gray hairs/ And that's a lot because
I've got my share/ I've got a hole in my head
and there's no one to fix it/ I gotta straighten
my thoughts/ I'm thinking too much sick shit/
Everyone just takes and takes, takes, takes,
takes/ I'll have to step back, I gotta
contemplate ...” “Sure Shot” by the Beastie
Boys.

As listeners head into the last month of
summer, the seasonal set of concerts that have
been falling from the sky and onto Duke City,
New Mexico, like big wet, noisy chunks of
funk are set to begin dissipating in the coming
month. So my advice to you is simply this: If
you find one of those psychedelic, sometimes
jazzed out, always rhythm- and blues-inflected
gobs of goodness in your backyard, in your
venue of choice, please don’t use it to adorn
your body. I know, it looks super-sexy. But it
will work better if you rock it by taking the
damn thing out with you and sharing that
awesome essence of live music with everyone
you encounter on the way—and that’s no ill
communication, cats and kittens.

Friday
The southern lands—a place often depicted as
divine or at least under the influence of
supernatural forces that may or may not be
friendly to the tribes of humans en el norte—
get their due on Friday, Aug. 10 when The
Chamanas, a poptastic grupo from El Paso y
Juarez that plays fronterizo indie music, land at
Launchpad (618 Central Ave. SW) for some
daringly delicious desmadre that not only
reflects the current state of culture at our
border but also serves to signify the many
voices seeking significance in a rapidly
evolving world. Using folklore, American and
Latin popular culture tropes, lush hooks,
Brazilian rhythms and electronica to weave
their musical shamanism, The Chamanas are
part of a rising tide of musicians from the
Southwestern US and northwest Mexico that
take multi-genre fluency as seriously as the
dancing their music evokes with listeners. Da
Terra Meiga, an almost indescribably fantastic
band I happened to finally see live last
weekend, are also on the bill. They play some
sort of highly infectious gypsy glam-rock with
serious folk and jam band elements thrown in
for good measure. The Dirty Shades, Panda
Riot and one of my favorite local Americana
acts, Port Alice, open this sultry affair with
sound and the end of summer. 9pm • $8 to
$12 • 21+.

Second Street NW). Yung Estabon, a DJ dude
outta the Sunshine State, opens. Of all the
tuneage I listened to by these eminent
practitioners, I gotta say the watts I dug the
most included Trigga’s “On the Road” and
Estabon’s “Fast Life.” Though the rap roster is
currently filled to the brim, I predict you will
be hearing more from these fellows, especially
Sir Trigga; that dude can spit, sabes? 9pm •
$10 • All-ages.

Sunday
Although the process whereby punk rock
mutated into pop-punk and then, in some very
bizarre cases transmogrified into emo—that
bastion of rock-critic fodder for how a specific
genre is destroying the nation (obviously
they’ve never listened to the work of Ben
Gibbard, eh?)—may forever remain a mystery
to those who dig the sound if not the style.
That said, The Ataris still fucking rock. They
came outta the midwest in the late ’90s, took
an ancient pioneer trail to sunny Califas and
bam, Look Forward to Failure and Blue Skies,
Broken Heart ... Next 12 Exits, were born.
Though the band has seen more personnel
shifts in 20 odd years than most rock bands
half their age, Kristopher Roe, the brains
behind the whole schmear, continues to rock
out like tomorrow may never come. Their
2016 bandcamp effort, October in This Railroad
Earth is fine and fresh. The band will be at the
esteemed and storied Launchpad (618 Central
Ave. SW) on Sunday, Aug. 12. In case you
wanna know, Roe and company will be playing

their classic album, So Long, Astoria in its
entirety that night. Local emo adherents Right
On, Kid! of Duke City Studios fame and the
ever-popular, ever-evolving Red Light
Cameras open this super tasty bag of treats and
tears. 7:30pm • $15 to $18 • 13+.

Tuesday
Ah, the sounds of the high desert: lonesome
coyotes howling; a devil of a windstorm tossing
branches and trees through the air; the hiss
and hum of extraterrestrial activity slowly
being drowned out by the rattle, roar and
blasting bumps of a knowing rocanrol band, all
in tune with the cicadas of course. If that
sounds like your cup of mushroom tea then
haul your ass over to Moonlight Lounge (120
Central Ave. SW) on Tuesday, Aug. 14. That
is if you wanna hear what happens when desert
rock, stoner rock, metal and rock played by a
band named after the Hindu deity of death all
get together for one bright yet blighted night
in Burque. Red Mesa, a simmering rocanrol
trio we told you about in these very pages only
a few weeks ago, headlines a bill that also
features fuzzy San Diego stoners King Chiefs
as well the inimitable Prey For Kali. This will
truly be a night to rock out with your socks
out, so try to wear something besides white
crews, sabes? Okay, I’m just kidding. Here are
my favorite tracks by these three, in no
particular order: “Walk The Plank” by King
Chiefs; “Route 666” by Red Mesa and “Circle
of Stones” by Prey For Kali. Now, get out there
and rawk, people! 8pm • $5 • 21+. a

The Chamanas COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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THURSDAY AUG 9
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Austin Van Country •
country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Lani Nash Trio • singer-songwriter,
Americana, folk • 6pm • FREE

DIRTY BOURBON Will Banister • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

ISLETA AMPHITHEATER Chris Stapleton • outlaw country • 7:30pm

LAUNCHPAD I'm Broken • Pantera tribute, rock  • Embelisk • hardcore •
Full Blast • variety • 8pm • $5 • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY Pink Freud • jazz, trance, nu-jazz, psychedelic •
7pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY WESTSIDE TAP ROOM Throwback Thursday •
DJ Wae Fonky • funk, throwback • 6pm • FREE • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Blame It On Rebekkah • pop, electronic •
Sharksuit • Nick FuriouStylz • variety • Gypsy and the Ghost • 8pm •
$5 • 21+

MYKONOS CAFÉ & TAVERNA Hector Pimentel • classical, flamenco •
5:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

NEXUS SILVER TAPROOM Jim Dixon • singer-songwriter • 6pm •
FREE

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Brahma • country • 6pm • FREE

SISTER LowLife Vids’n’Vinyl • variety • DJ Caterwaul • Huron Valley
Listening Club • 9pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK The Sandstoners • Americana,
folk • 8pm • FREE • 21+

FRIDAY AUG 10
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Stephen Brown •
variety • 5:30pm • Regulators • rock • 8:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BROKEN TRAIL TASTING ROOM One for the Road Comedy
Showcase • Josh Cocks • 8pm • $10

THE COUNTY LINE BBQ Los Radiators • acoustic folk, rock, blues •
6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Will Banister • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

HOTEL ANDALUZ Tracey Whitney • classic jazz, soul • 9pm • FREE •
21+

JAM SPOT He Is We • indie rock • 6pm

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Secret 7 • rock, blues, R&B •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD The Chamanas • Da Terra Meiga • Celtic folk, flamenco •
The Dirty Shades • rock, soul, R&B • Panda Riot • Port Alice • 9pm •
$8-$12 • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY Nosotros • salsa • 8pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY HEIGHTS TAP ROOM Yacht Rock Hustle • pop,
rock • 7pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY WESTSIDE TAP ROOM Slim and the Bluetones •
blues, classic rock • 8pm • FREE • 21+

PAPPADEAUX SEAFOOD KITCHEN Soocee and Turner • acoustic
variety • 6pm • FREE • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Sabaco • variety • 4pm • Michael
Money • acoustic • 8pm • FREE • Headliners Comedy Presents •
9:35pm • $5 • 21+

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL Last Call • swing, jazz, soul, blues,
R&B • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER Wicked Waves • chill bass • 9pm • FREE

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Twin Cisterns • alternative, indie rock •
5pm • FREE • 21+

URBAN 360 PIZZA GRILL AND TAP HOUSE Propeller • rock •
7:30pm • 21+

SATURDAY AUG 11
377 BREWERY Mike Butterfield and the 10 O'clock Blues • blues,
rock • 1pm • 21+

B2B2 BARRIO Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz • 6:30pm •
ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Jeff Noel • acoustic
guitar • 5:30pm • Slim and the Bluetones • blues, classic rock •
8:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Will Banister • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

CALENDAR | MUSIC

MUSIC

CALENDAR

ISLETA AMPHITHEATER Charlie Puth • singer-songwriter • Hailee
Steinfeld • 7:30pm • $25-$195

LAUNCHPAD Ben's Birthday Show • Resurgence • Aurora Under
Water • Lights on the Coast • Dakota Ave • metalcore • The Westwind
Band • country • Morella • post-rock, ambient • 8pm • $8-$10 • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY The Withdrawals • rock • 8pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY HEIGHTS TAP ROOM Danny Harps Trio • blues •
7pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY WESTSIDE TAP ROOM Frankly Scarlet • classic
rock • 8pm • FREE • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Rock Jong Il • The Talking Hours • indie rock •
The Despots • surf, punk, blues, rock • Keith Sanchez and the
Moonthieves • The Surflords • 7pm • $7 • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Shane Wallin Duo • acoustic •
8pm • FREE

SISTER Jess Williamson • variety • 9pm • FREE

STONE FACE TAVERN Odd Dog • classic rock • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Jacob Chavez • singer-songwriter, folk,
Americana • 5pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Julian Dossett • Western, swing,
blues, jazz, rockabilly • 6pm • FREE • 21+

URBAN 360 PIZZA GRILL AND TAP HOUSE Danny the Harp •
acoustic variety • 7:30pm • 21+

SUNDAY AUG 12
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE The Porter Draw • alt.country, Americana,
bluegrass • 4pm • FREE

FRESH BISTRO Spankey Lee • folk, jazz, pop, blues, mellow rock •
10am • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD The Ataris • Right on, Kid • Red Light Cameras • 7:30pm

MARBLE BREWERY Love Beer, Hate Cancer • The Meanderings •
Sharksuit • Keith Sanchez and the Moon Theives • variety • 2pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

MARBLE BREWERY WESTSIDE TAP ROOM Country Fest • High
Desert Playboys • country, Americana • Dave Payne and Salt Cedar •
blues, rock, folk • Kyle Martin Band • 3pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MONDAY AUG 13
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Singing Pilgrims •
folk, country • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Ben Nichols and Oliver Peck • variety • Nate Hall • 9pm

TUESDAY AUG 14
LAUNCHPAD Pathology • Ænimus • Parasitic Ejaculation •
Lithopedion • metal • 7pm • $15-$18 • ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Red Mesa • rock • King Chiefs • Prey For Kali •
stoner rock • 8pm

WEDNESDAY AUG 15
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Tetrarch • Butcher Babies • Hyro The Hero • variety •
7pm • $20 • 13+

SUNSHINE THEATER Terror Universal • Between the Buried and
Me • Born of Osiris • deathcore • Veil of Maya • Erra • progressive
metal • The Agony Scene • 4pm • $25 • ALL-AGES!

THURSDAY AUG 16
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Austin Van Country •
country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE The Willie Green Project • blues, gospel •
6pm

DIRTY BOURBON Chad Freeman & Redline • country • 9pm • $5 •
21+

LAUNCHPAD Yvad • Dre Z • reggae • Rastaman Rob • Ras Elijah
Tafari • 9pm

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Manhigh • rock • Marmalakes • Goddex • Pits •
9pm

MYKONOS CAFÉ & TAVERNA Hector Pimentel • classical, flamenco •
5:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SANDBAR BREWERY AND GRILL Paul Cauthen • Americana • Sam
Morrow • 8pm

SISTER Yakuza • progressive metal • Aseethe • God's Dirty Needle •
8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK The Hawkeyes • rock • 8pm •
FREE • 21+

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS BY JOSHUA LEE

Signs and Portents
CBD lands traveler a felony charge
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being released on a $1,000 bond. Her hearing
for the felony charge of possessing a controlled
substance will be held Aug. 16.

Maddux is a 50-year-old yoga instructor who
has spent much of her life traveling and
volunteering in places like Haiti, the
Philippines and Oregon prisons. She worries
that her volunteer work will be endangered if

she receives a felony charge on her record. 
To help pay for legal fees, she claims

she's had to use up all her funds, borrow
money and sell her car to raise $5,000.
She's now staying in Montana with a
friend so she can travel more easily to
Wyoming.

And to add insult to a kick in the
teeth: At the time of her arrest the

very same bottle of CBD oil was
being sold on retail shelves in
Wyoming. Two weeks after her
arrest—in a completely

unrelated incident (so don't
ask)—police went into Jackson
Whole Grocer and Lucky’s Market

in Jackson and informed the owners
that if they didn't pull the product off their
shelves, they'd be facing charges.

The moral of the story: Give Wyoming a
wide berth and insult their government at every
opportunity. 

N.M. Cannabis Tax
Projections Considered

Joseph Bishop-Henchman, executive vice
president of the Tax Foundation, spoke to the
state's Revenue Stabilization and Tax Policy
Committee last month about taxing legalized
cannabis.

The Santa Fe New Mexican reports that the
Tax Foundation's calculations indicate that a 15
percent retail tax on the drug could raise about
$34 million in a year—a 25 percent tax could
raise about $57 million. Those numbers don't
include licensing fees, gross receipts revenue or
other factors (like cannabis tourism money—a
market that is swiftly disappearing).

The report was based on data from states
that have already legalized and initialized retail
cannabis markets—like Colorado and
Washington. The foundation's projections
came from the states' initial demand with
adjustments for sales made to tourists. It was
recommended that a tax in the high teens or
low 20s be adopted to discourage black market
sales. 

Bishop-Henchman made it clear that the
organization did not support or oppose cannabis
legalization in any state, however.

Some financial analysts have warned that
revenue from cannabis taxes will still only make
a small portion of states' yearly incomes though.
Senior analyst at Moody’s Investors Service
Grayson Nichols has said there are only
“limited opportunities for significant market
expansion” in the cannabis industry in the long
run. He called cannabis tax revenue “marginally
credit positive.” a

T
he legality (or illegality) of CBD might be
one of the most misunderstood aspects of
cannabis law in the US. 
Even though the Drug Enforcement

Agency's repeated confirmations that CBD that
was not derived from a hemp plant in a state
with a hemp pilot program is illegal under the
current scheduling of cannabis-derived extracts,
the agency has stated that it doesn't consider
cases of CBD possession to be a priority.
This has allowed companies selling and
transporting the substance across state
lines to disregard the law and assume
they were safe from prosecution.

So far (other than a failed
attempt by a Tennessee District
Attorney to raid retail CBD shops in
February) it seemed as though sales
and possession of CBD were going
ahead without any intervention
from authorities. Sellers continued
to falsely maintain that CBD derived
from hemp was legal in all 50 states
and the drug was being bought by
people from all walks of life seemingly
without the fear of arrest. Earlier this year, a
Ninth Circuit federal court decision clarified
that CBD oil derived from a hemp plant in a
state with a legally implemented hemp pilot
program was exempt from DEA authority
(though CBD remains a controlled substance).
And the Senate recently put out their version
of the 2018 Farm Bill, which, if approved as-is,
will effectively legalize hemp by including an
amendment to distinguish hemp from cannabis
and remove it from the list of controlled
substances.

So things have been looking good for the
future of hemp-derived CBD. 

But last week, a California woman who has
been working in New Mexico for the last
several months put up a GoFundMe page asking
for financial support in her current legal battle
over a small bottle of CBD.

Nita Maddux says she was driving from Taos
to Montana to go see her mother and two
grown children before returning to California.
According to her account, she was working on
a novel for the last seven months while staying
in Taos. She also worked at a health food store
called Cid's while she was there, where vendors
sometimes sent samples. It was in possession of
one of these samples—a 10ml bottle of hemp-
derived CBD oil made by Colorado-based
Functional Remedies (whose website
incorrectly claims that hemp is legal in all 50
states)—that Maddux was pulled over in
Jackson, Wyo., for driving with expired license
plates and an expired driver's license.

According to Planet Jackson Hole, Maddux
was arrested after being determined a “flight
risk” and transported to the Teton County jail.
While in custody, her bag was searched and the
bottle of CBD oil was found. Police tested the
substance with a NIK drug test and determined
that THC was present in the oil. It was then
reportedly sent to a crime lab for analysis while
Maddux stayed in a jail cell for 36 hours before
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Palestinian American
writer Susan Abulhawa writes that in the Arab world, to
say a mere "thank you" is regarded as spiritless and
ungenerous. The point of communicating gratitude is to
light up with lively and expressive emotions that
respond in kind to the kindness bestowed. For instance,
a recipient may exclaim, "May Allah bless the hands
that give me this blessing," or "Beauty is in the eyes
that find me beautiful." In accordance with current
astrological omens, I propose that you experiment with
this approach. Be specific in your praise. Be exact in
your appreciation. Acknowledge the unique mood and
meaning of each rich exchange.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): According to my
analysis of the astrological omens, you need this advice
from mythologist Joseph Campbell: "Your sacred space
is where you can find yourself again and again." He
says it's "a rescue land … some field of action where
there is a spring of ambrosia—a joy that comes from
inside, not something external that puts joy into you—a
place that lets you experience your own will and your
own intention and your own wish." Do you have such a
place, Taurus? If not, now is a great time to find one. If
you do, now is a great time to go there for a spell and
renew the hell out of yourself.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): When he was 20 years
old, future US President Thomas Jefferson had an
awkward encounter with a young woman who piqued
his interest. He was embarrassed by the gracelessness
he displayed. For two days afterward, he endured a
terrible headache. We might speculate that it was a
psychosomatic reaction. I bring this up because I'm
wondering if your emotions are also trying to send
coded messages to you via your body. Are you aware
of unusual symptoms or mysterious sensations? See if
you can trace them back to their source in your soul.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): There's a zone in your
psyche where selfishness overlaps generosity, where
the line between being emotionally manipulative and
gracefully magnanimous almost disappears. With both
hope and trepidation for the people in your life, I advise
you to hang out in that grey area for now. Yes, it's a
risk. You could end up finessing people mostly for your
own good and making them think it's mostly for their
own good. But the more likely outcome is that you will
employ ethical abracadabra to bring out the best in
others, even as you get what you want, too.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You probably gaze at the sky
enough to realize when there's a full moon. But you
may not monitor the heavenly cycles closely enough to
tune in to the new moon, that phase each month when
the lunar orb is invisible. We astrologers regard it as a
ripe time to formulate fresh intentions. We understand
it to be a propitious moment to plant metaphorical
seeds for the desires you want to fulfill in the coming
four weeks. When this phenomenon happens during the
astrological month of Leo, the potency is intensified for
you. Your next appointment with this holiday is August
10th and 11th.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In her poem "Dogfish,"
Virgo poet Mary Oliver writes, "I wanted the past to go
away, I wanted to leave it." Why? Because she wanted
her life "to open like a hinge, like a wing." I'm happy to
tell you, Virgo, that you now have more power than
usual to make your past go away. I'm also pleased to
speculate that as you perform this service for yourself,
you'll be skillful enough to preserve the parts of your
past that inspire you, even as you shrink and neutralize
memories that drain you. In response to this good work,
I bet your life will open like a hinge, like a wing—no later
than your birthday, and most likely before that.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libran fashion writer
Diana Vreeland (1903-1989) championed the beauty of
the strong nose. She didn't approve of women wanting
to look like "piglets and kittens." If she were alive today,
she'd be pleased that nose jobs in the US have declined
43 percent since 2000. According to journalist
Madeleine Schwartz writing in Garage magazine,

historians of rhinoplasty say there has been a revival of
appreciation for the distinctive character revealed in an
unaltered nose. I propose, Libra, that in accordance
with current astrological omens, we extrapolate some
even bigger inspiration from that marvelous fact. The
coming weeks will be an excellent time for you to
celebrate and honor and express pride in your
idiosyncratic natural magnificence.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): "Maybe happiness is
this: not feeling like you should be elsewhere, doing
something else, being someone else." This definition,
articulated by author Isaac Asimov, will be an excellent
fit for you between now and September 20. I suspect
you'll be unusually likely to feel at peace with yourself
and at home in the world. I don't mean to imply that
every event will make you cheerful and calm. What I'm
saying is that you will have an extraordinary capacity to
make clear decisions based on accurate appraisals of
what's best for you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): I've compiled a
list of new blessings you need and deserve during the
next 14 months. To the best of my ability, I will assist
you to procure them. Here they are: a practical freedom
song and a mature love song; an exciting plaything and
a renaissance of innocence; an evocative new symbol
that helps mobilize your evolving desires; escape from
the influence of a pest you no longer want to answer to;
insights about how to close the gap between the
richest and poorest parts of yourself; and the cutting of
a knot that has hindered you for years.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): "It has become
clear to me that I must either find a willing nurturer to
cuddle and nuzzle and whisper sweet truths with me for
six hours or else seek sumptuous solace through the aid
of eight shots of whiskey." My Capricorn friend Tammuz
confided that message to me. I wouldn't be surprised if
you were feeling a comparable tug. According to my
assessment of the Capricorn zeitgeist, you acutely
need the revelations that would become available to
you through altered states of emotional intelligence. A
lavish whoosh of alcohol might do the trick, but a more
reliable and effective method would be through
immersions in intricate, affectionate intimacy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Not even five
percent of the world's population lives in a complete
democracy. Congratulations to Norway, Canada,
Australia, Finland, Ireland, Iceland, Denmark, New
Zealand, Switzerland and Sweden. Sadly, three
countries where my column is published—the US, Italy
and France—are categorized as "flawed democracies."
Yet they're far better than the authoritarian regimes in
China and Russia. (Source: The Economist.) I offer this
public service announcement as a prelude to your
homework assignment. According to my astrological
analysis, you will personally benefit from working to
bring more democracy into your personal sphere. How
can you ensure that people you care about feel equal to
you, and have confidence that you will listen to and
consider their needs, and believe they have a strong
say in shaping your shared experiences?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Mystic poet Kabir
wrote, "The flower blooms for the fruit: when the fruit
comes, the flower withers." He was invoking a
metaphor to describe his spiritual practice and reward.
The hard inner work he did to identify himself with God
was the blooming flower that eventually made way for
the fruit. The fruit was his conscious, deeply felt union
with God. I see this scenario as applicable to your life,
Pisces. Should you feel sadness about the flower's
withering? It's fine to do so. But the important thing is
that you now have the fruit. Celebrate it! Enjoy it! a

HOMEWORK: IF YOU COULD MAKE MONEY FROM DOING
EXACTLY WHAT YOU LOVE TO DO, WHAT WOULD IT BE?

TESTIFY AT FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM. 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.
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TROMBINOS

You sat with your family at a table across from mine from

about 8:30 to 10. Seems like we were constantly

exchanging glances and I saw you look back as you left.

Interested?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Trombinos bar on 7/9/2018.

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN AT TRADER JOE’S

You, in front of me at checkout, wearing low cut

strappy top. Me, older guy wearing Panama with black

hat band. You, stepped back in front of me to get a

Toblerone chocolate. You charmed me with your smile.

Want to meet up for coffee or a drink?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Trader Joe’s Uptown on 6/1/2018.

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN AT LOMAS TRUE

VALUE
Our eyes met and we exchanged smiles at the True Value
Hardware on San Mateo and Lomas. We were both
checking out at the same time, but different registers. You
were wearing cute white lacey shorts and top, with a
yellow halter top beneath. You took your time looking at
things after you had paid, but I wasn’t able to check out
fast enough to catch up to you. Lets meet up!
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: Lomas True Value on 5/12/2018.

EYE CONTACT

I can't get you off my mind! I saw you, your daughter, and

your son at the Western Mercantile Store. You were at

the counter getting dog food, when our eyes met and

you smiled. Respectfully, when made eye contact again

in the parking lot, I chose to say nothing in front of your

kids. Let's get together for coffee and chat.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Western Mercantile Store in Tijeras on 8/1/2018.

DEFINED FITNESS

You were lifting weights at the gym late afternoon, you

had a blue cap on in a wheelchair. I was running/peeping

the gun show. Then saw you on tinder after and hope I

would see you again somehow.

I am a Man. I saw a Man.

Where:  on 7/22/2018.

NATURAL GROCERS BY DAIRY IN BACK

Mid-afternoon, slender man in tan shirt and slacks, going

white like me, in denim outfit with garden tan. You got

sauerkraut, looked back at me with gentle smile. Wanted

to say "hi" but vision issue in way of easy exchanges that

day. Looking for in-depth conversation in this world gone

tweeting. Getting into farm truck when you left in station

wagon. Would so enjoy finding out what's behind your

lovely smile.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Natural Grocers on 6/27/2018.

Legal Services

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
$200 Payment Plans Available
STOP garnishments NOW 505-
688-0070

START BANKRUPTCY FOR $0.
Lawyer Advertisement. Start
Bankruptcy For $0 Down |
100% Free Consultation – Hurry
| McCookLawFirm.com | (505)
600-2550

Handyman Services

SWAMP COOLER EXPERT 20
YRS EXP. BONDED/SELF
INSURED Semi-
retired/reasonable 270-3229

SWAMP COOLER EXPERT
Repair or Replace Properly By
Norm (505) 270-3229
Bonded/SelfInsured/Conscient
ious

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Education/Instruction

w
MUSIC LESSONS AT
HOME Private lessons in

your home. Guitar, ukulele, or
piano. $35 per half hour
lesson. First lesson is FREE!
12 years teaching experience
and a music education degree.
HomeMusicTeacher.com for
details or call/text 404-718-
9894.

Arts & Crafts

MODELING FIGURE IN CLAY
Sculpture group meets 2-5
Sundays.Begins 8/12/18 Call
Alison for details 246-9787

Studies

w
MRI STUDY 12-18 y.o.
M/F for brain study. $20

per hour. 272-0769 (HRRC #
07-272).

WEEKLY ALIBI HAS OVER
175,000 READERS, every
generation, from the Baby
Busters to the Baby Boomers.
Distributed throughout Abq, Rio
Rancho, Corrales, East Mountain,
Bernalillo, Placitas, Santa Fe and
Los Lunas. The Alibi is available
at restaurants, grocery stores,
college campuses, select retailers
and various downtown locations.
Coverage includes politics,
humor, film, opinion, music, art
and the most comprehensive
entertainment guide in Nuevo
Mexico. ¡Arriba!

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 258

Employment

Wellness

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Headaches? Neck, shoulder or
low back pain? Therapeutic
massage can change your life.
$49 first time client. 575-313-
3703 Gwynne Ann Unruh LMT,
RMTI Lic #578 

Alternative Medicine

STAMPOUTPAIN.COM Now
Enjoy AmazingCoffee.2ya.com
& head out to the NM Hemp

Fiesta 

Licensed Massage

DOWNTOWN FOOT & BODY
MASSAGE 508 Central SW,
505-730-9552. LMT #5694  

Martial Arts

SIFU DUG AT GOLDEN
FLOWER Sifu Dug's is teaching
Tai Chi and Internal Arts at
Golden Flower Chinese Herbs
2724 Vassar PL NE 87107.

Opportunities

w
EASY MONEY You need
1. a cell phone, 2. to

be FED UP WITH ROBO-CALLS
and 3. learn how to identify
telemarketers. For more info
www.call-childress.com 505-

Body & Soul

433-9823 I SUE
TELEMARKETERS 

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when

you place your classified ad in the
Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!

Contact Sifu Dug
505.306.0118,
sifudug@gmail.com web-page
Sifudug.com

Self-Help/Workshops

OUT OF CONTROL? Are you
strugglilng with COMPULSIVE
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR and WANT
HELP? Call (505) 510-1722
or visit www.abqsaa.org

WEEKLY ALIBI HAS OVER
175,000 READERS, every

generation, from the Baby
Busters to the Baby Boomers.
Distributed throughout Abq, Rio
Rancho, Corrales, East Mountain,
Bernalillo, Placitas, Santa Fe and
Los Lunas. The Alibi is available
at restaurants, grocery stores,
college campuses, select retailers
and various downtown locations.
Coverage includes politics,
humor, film, opinion, music, art
and the most comprehensive
entertainment guide in Nuevo
Mexico. ¡Arriba!
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by Matt Jones

Across

1 Worker's compensation

5 "M*A*S*H" actress Loretta

9 Wilson of "The Office"

14 Have ___ in the oven (be
preggers)

15 "What ___ God wrought"
(first official Morse code
message)

16 Muppet wearing a
horizontally striped shirt

17 2000 movie with the quote
"What we do in life echoes in
eternity"

19 Box lunch?

20 Relative that might be "once
removed"

22 Wood for baseball bats

23 Removed

27 Mustard sometimes mixed
with mayo

31 "Out of the Cellar" glam
rockers

33 ___-de-France (Paris's
region)

34 1998 skating gold medalist
Kulik

35 In-between feeding time
invented for a Taco Bell ad
campaign

38 Olympus ___ (Martian
volcano)

39 Come together

40 90 degrees from norte

41 Intuitive power

43 "Don't change"

44 Suffix similar to -let

45 Painters' mediums

46 Lunar cycle segment

47 Present-day

49 Act like an old-timey suitor

51 Honorific for landmarks like
the Great Wall of China, Taj
Mahal, or Empire State Building

58 Cable movie channel owned
by Lionsgate since 2016

61 Lou Gehrig's nickname, with
"The"

62 TV input or output
component

63 Appellation

64 Johnny of "Fantastic Beasts:
The Crimes of Grindelwald"

65 Color for rolls of dimes

66 Actress Natalia of "Stranger

Things"

67 "Undertale" character
named for a derided font

Down

1 Tail movements

2 Skilled

3 Burrito bar side, for short

4 Prefix with plasm

5 Sardine cousins

6 Look after

7 "Was ___ harsh?"

8 "No ___ Traffic"

9 Renaissance

10 Bowl game venue, maybe

11 Roadside rest stop

12 Insect egg

13 Keanu, in the "Matrix"
series

18 "___ ever-changing world ..."

21 Living room piece

24 Short nap

25 Makes happy

26 Leave out

27 Chinese restaurant style

28 Repetitive-sounding province
of the Philippines

29 Brought bad luck to

30 Brewer's dryer

31 Archaeological site

32 The "A" that turns STEM
into STEAM

35 Joining with heat

36 Harvard-set Turow book

37 Fit together

42 Range of perception

46 "Christopher Robin"
character

48 Like feelings from ASMR
videos, for some

49 Mock-innocent reply

50 Team VIP

52 Golden ___ (Sir Francis
Drake's flagship)

53 Airplane seat attachment

54 Head bobs

55 De Matteo of "The
Sopranos"

56 Channel with a "Deportes"
version

57 Sales force members

58 Succumb to gravity

59 NBC News correspondent
Katy

60 Ending for Power or Gator
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"Even Chances"--the odd one's out.BY RYAN NORTH
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