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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to letters@alibi.com.
Letters can also be mailed to P.O. Box 81, Albuquerque, N.M., 87103 or faxed to (505) 346-0660.

Letters—including comments posted on alibi.com—may be published in any medium and edited for length
and clarity; owing to the volume of correspondence, we regrettably can’t respond to every letter.

Nurture the Seeds

Dear Editor,
While I admire and respect the faith of Mr.
Ybarra in his “Letter to America” [v27 i32], I
cannot but help but to feel pained by his view
of Christianity, God and country, as to me its
underlying message is one of exclusiveness
and, ironically, something other than “love.”
When Mr. Ybarra states that “mankind will be
judged by those laws and by the Word of God,”
is this the Christian laws and the Christian
idea of God or does this also apply to Muslim,
Buddhist, Hindu and other spiritual groups
laws and views of God? Mr. Ybarra seems to
speak to Christianity being the only path to
spirituality. A “my way or the highway”
approach that excludes the spiritual beliefs of
many buenos (including me), let alone the
beliefs of more than 2/3 of the world’s
population.

While I am no longer a practicing
Christian, I am constantly reminded by both
my neighbors and things I see in my
community that there are many Christians
who do not share Mr. Ybarra's exclusive views
of Christianity and who embody what it means
to be both Christian and loving. When the
Christians in my life say “Love Thy Neighbor,”
they truly mean all their neighbors, regardless
of their neighbors’ thoughts on God. Every
time I bike or drive by a certain Christian
church, I silently commend their message
proudly displayed on a sign composed of many
house doors that are the colors of the rainbow
welcoming the LGBTQ community and others
with the message “God's doors are open to all.”
The Christians I know are also unhinged from
the conundrum of being both a “true believer”
of Christianity and Christ and one that
accepts the religious and spiritual beliefs of
non-Christians. You can believe in what it says
in the Bible and that “Jesus is the son of God”
while also, for example, believing that
someone else’s following of Mohammed and
the Muslim idea of God are also valid. With

more Christians like my neighbors, there is
indeed hope for America and the world.

Perhaps Mr. Ybarra could benefit from
trying to take a larger, more inclusive view of
Christianity and reflect on his perspective of
religion as it relates to the very diverse city
and world in which we live. What he might
find is that the love that he professes is now
missing in America is just hard to see with
blinders on. Its seeds are everywhere, they just
need to be encouraged and nurtured.

Peter Nardini
Albuquerque 

Voldemort and Viruses

Dear Alibi,

Among friends I began using the phrase “He
Who Shall Not Be Named” to refer to our
current president. One reason being we were
all tired of hearing his name. Another reason
is because, like Lord Voldemort from the Harry
Potter series, being spoken of, positively or
negatively, empowers him. 

To make conversation a bit less
cumbersome “He Who Shall Not Be Named”
was shortened to, “Sin Nombre” (nameless).
The reference to a deadly virus, the sin nombre

virus, seemed appropriate. The fact that the
virus is spread through the inhalation of
rodent excreta makes it an appropriate
metaphor. There is also poetic justice in using
a Spanish word considering President Sin

Nombre's defamation of citizens from Spanish-
speaking countries south of our border. 

I think widespread use of “President Sin

Nombre” could act as a talisman against this
pathological narcissist whose source of
damaging and dangerous egotistical power
comes from his name being spoken or written.
You also have the option of omitting the
honorific title “President” if you feel the title is
not deserved due to treasonous actions or not
winning the popular vote. 

Larry Elmore
Albuquerque a
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Dateline: North Carolina
A young boy was robbed at gunpoint for $17

while operating a lemonade stand. WSOC

Charlotte reports 9-year-old Mark David was

held up earlier in the month by a male

teenager wearing a camouflage hat and a

black shirt. David told police and reporters

that he was operating an organic lemonade

stand when when the teenager pushed a gun

into the boy's stomach and demanded he

give up his money. David gave the robber

his cash box, containing the small sum of

$17, and the perpetrator ran away. Union

County police reportedly found a

camouflage hat, a black BB handgun and the

stolen metal box in the woods near the

lemonade stand. They also discovered

footage from a nearby surveillance camera

depicting a young man they believed to be

the suspect. Last week police arrested a

suspect in connection to the robbery.

Detectives reportedly obtained petitions

charging the juvenile with robbery with a

dangerous weapon and possession of drug

paraphernalia. Following the incident

numerous members of the boy's community

offered support. David's neighborhood

homeowners association president set up a

GoFundMe account to help pay for the

child's college, and when reporters learned

that David had been saving to buy a

lawnmower, the local Lowe's was moved to

donate a new-pony model riding lawnmower

to him. The lemonade stand has reopened

since the robbery. In addition to selling the

seasonal drink, the young entrepreneur also

works as a lawn mower, dog walker and

professional ring bearer. 

Dateline: Ohio
When a broken water main interrupted his

shower, a man finished rinsing off in the

middle of the street. According to ABC 6 in

Columbus, city construction crews

accidentally hit a water main in the man's

neighborhood, consequently shutting off all

water in the area. Witnesses say a naked

man ran out of his house and angrily yelled

at the surprised workers before rinsing off in

the water spraying out of the broken main.

Cody Vickers, one of the city employees on

the scene, posted an image of the incident

on Facebook with the caption: “Well it's not

everyday you hit a water main! With that

being said, it's not everyday you see a naked

man come out of his house screaming and

cussing, saying 'I was in the fucking shower,'

then comes off the porch and finishes taking

his shower where the excavator hit the

line.” Vickers also captured video footage of

the man's impromptu street shower. Workers

say the man finished rinsing off before

angrily yelling at them once more and

returning to his home. None of the city

employees involved were able to recall any

similar situations happening in the past.

Neighbors say recent construction in the

area has led to water shut-offs on a number

of occasions.

Dateline: United States
A petition calling for basketball star LeBron

James to replace Betsy DeVos as US

Secretary of Education has gathered

thousands of signatures. The Care2 petition,

which reached its goal of 30,000 signatures

last week, noted that James is an “influential

community advocate and activist” while

calling DeVos a “scandal-ridden Republican

donor.” The petition's author, Rebecca

Gerber, told USA Today that she was

“unsurprised” by the positive response the

petition received. Last month James made

headlines when he criticized President

Donald Trump during a CNN interview,

saying the president has been creating a

racial divide among the nation's citizens.

Trump responded by tweeting, “Lebron

James was just interviewed by the dumbest

man on television, Don Lemon. He made

Lebron look smart, which isn't easy to do.”

Surprisingly first lady Melania Trump

publicly sided with the famous athlete,

complimenting his charity work and even

offering to visit a school James recently

opened in Akron, Ohio. It is unclear

whether James is interested in taking up a

career in politics, but he reportedly signed a

four-year contract with the Los Angeles

Lakers in July, making it appear unlikely.

Dateline: Michigan
A man has opened “Amish Uber,” a ride

service utilizing a horse and buggy. WWMT

reports that Timothy Hochstedler is offering

rides all around St. Joseph County, Mich.,

for just $5 a person. “Uber is a cool thing,

every single year something new comes in

and Uber is hot right now, so we have the

Amish Uber. We can deliver people to their

front door steps,” Hochstedler told reporters.

Most of the Amish reject modern

technologies—including mobile phones and

automobiles—and Hochstedler's business

uses neither. Instead of calling a driver with

an app, as Uber users do, an Amish Uber

rider merely waves down Hochstedler when

they see him passing by. The driver says the

vehicle's mode of locomotion, a Morgan

horse, has proven quite fond of the business'

clients, who are reportedly happy to finally

have a ride-sharing service in their area.

Hochstedler does not work for Uber in any

capacity. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news

to josh@alibi.com.
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Judge: N.M. Failed Students

Last month a state judge ruled that New Mexico's

school finance system was unconstitutional and

failed to provide enough funds to schools. 

Education Week reports State District Judge

Sarah Singleton ruled that the state doesn't pay

teachers enough, is not providing up-to-date

learning materials and has not incentivized teaching

in poorly performing schools. Failing to meet these

needs violates the state constitution, which insures

a “uniform system of free public schools sufficient

for the education” of the state's children.

The case involved a lawsuit filed against the

state by a number of plaintiffs represented by the

Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational

Fund and the New Mexico Center on Law and

Poverty. The suit claimed that a lack of oversight

has created hurdles for the state's students—

especially low-income students. 

Judge Singleton ordered the governor and

Legislature to establish a system that meets

constitutional requirements by April 15, 2019. The

state is expected to appeal the ruling.

Teacher Shortage Hits APS

Albuquerque Public Schools faced hundreds of

teacher vacancies as schools opened their doors

for the first time this year.

According to the job postings page on the APS

website, the school district was still looking for

more than 500 new employees to fill vacancies—

including nearly 300 positions for teachers—on the

first day of school. Over 160 of those positions

were for special education teachers.

The district is apparently not alone in this crisis.

The US is currently suffering from an educator

shortage as teacher protests sparked across the

nation this year and the number of people pursuing

education majors in higher education reach record

lows. 

Albuquerque school officials have said that the

empty teaching positions will be filled by substitute

teachers until more permanent solutions are found.

Classes will be evaluated after the first 20 days and

restructured if needed.

APS Appeals Hawthorne Decision

Albuquerque Public Schools says the Public

Education Department has illegally overstepped its

bounds and is asking a judge to intervene.

Three APS schools were deemed in need of

“more rigorous intervention” (MRI) last year by

PED officials. The schools were given the

opportunity to present their own restructuring

plans, and two of those plans were accepted. The

plan for Hawthorne Elementary was rejected,

however, and PED said the school will close at the

end of the 2020-2021 year if it fails to earn a C

grade or better over the next three school years. 

The Albuquerque Journal reports that APS filed

an appeal on Aug. 3, accusing Secretary-designate

Christopher Ruszkowski of stepping outside the

department's purview when he included closure of

Hawthorne among the department's possible future

actions. It also claims the MRI designation violates

the state's constitution, which guarantees

“uniform” treatment for schools.

The district has requested that all actions

against Hawthorne be suspended until the judge

has made a decision.  a

NEWSCITY BY JOSHUA LEENEWS | EDITORIAL

This Brother is Free
The republic requires a free press

Last Week, The Boston Globe reached out to

newspaper editorial boards across the country to

propose a coordinated response to President

Donald Trump’s continued disparagement and

slander of the American press corps. The Globe

proposed publishing such supportive editorials—

calling for an end to equating the free press with

“the enemy of the people”

—on Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018.

Here is Weekly Alibi’s contribution to that noble

and patriotic effort.

BY AUGUST MARCH

D
o you remember the time in our nation’s

past, a reality that still defines

consequences 50 years on, when a

president of the United States got time on

the television—disrupting important cultural

events like Johnny Quest and the Dean

Martin Celebrity Roast—to proclaim that his

enemies were responsible for the trouble he

and his criminally-minded administration

faced?

I do. Richard Nixon told the tape

recorders, told Henry Kissinger himself on

December 14, 1972—when I was in second

grade—that, “the press is the enemy, the

press is the enemy. The establishment is the

enemy, the professors are the enemy, the

professors are the enemy.” Of course he

meant business. Despite his epic trip to

China, he was still a drunken maniac, after

all.

“Write that on a blackboard 100 times,”

Nixon urged his inner circle; that’s

something we at Weekly Alibi now urge you,

dear readers, to do as we again face an

American president hell bent on destroying

an institution that happens to have a

constitutional basis.

Do you recall the time Tricky Dick used

the electronic media in this country to flash

the peace sign repeatedly and proclaim, “I am

not a crook!” while millions of his misguided

followers sharpened their sticks for the civil

war that would vindicate the crooked man,

his administration and the bloody, unethical

war they had tethered themselves to?

Surely, if you remember those moments,

you also remember how Walter Cronkite or

Harry Reasoner or some other vaguely

remembered but still erudite talking head

read, numbly, the names of the young men

killed that day, far away in the jungles of

southeast Asia? Again, I do. There were

hundreds of names and they came pouring

out, sadly, terribly, day after goddamn day.

And frankly, as recently as two years ago, I

had set those times and those words aside. It

was a helluva way for a toddler to spend his

playtime, after all.

As I recall, Nixon was twice elected. His

second term came after a massive landslide

against ineffectual Democrats whom Nixon

painted as weak, as possibly pro-Communist.

My parents, my aunt, their peers—all of

them Nuevo Mexicanos—fought tenaciously

using civil disobedience and the press to

disable and diminish the terror wrought by

Nixon and his followers, after that second,

decisive election.

It was a pitched battle that stretched two

years into a second term. In that time, Nixon

revealed himself to the world as the monster

he really was. Ultimately the republic

triumphed. Nixon resigned. Haldeman and

Ehrlichman and their ilk went to gaol. The

war ended, the nation began to heal under

the aegis of moderates and progressives like

Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter. Like many

other Americans, I felt free. I still do.

During those Nixonian years—note how

we make philosophies out of the

administrations of tin-pot dictators by the

way, next time you say Trumpian. We’ve

never had anything Obamaesque or

Kennedyian, to be clear (a growing and

ultimately resilient counterculture) most

notably a free press—provided the soul and

sweat necessary to overcome what many

thought was a doomed enterprise called

peace.

Make no mistake about it. Those were sad

and dangerous years, a time when kids in

elementary school were trained in civil

defense techniques against nuclear war, when

large scale riots erupted in the continental

US, when the police in Chicago and Los

Angeles were brazenly, openly brutal and

when great progressive political leaders were

killed in public for their beliefs.

As a culture we must recognize our own

ability to survive atrocity. Certainly the

Trump administration means business when

it says the press is the enemy of the people.

The words are coming from an unstable,

impressionable man whose leadership is

buoyed by indulging the dark values of his

core supporters.

Those supporters are basically the same

as the Nixon people, a group Tricky Dick

called “the silent majority.” Enough of

them are members of the John Birch

Society or the Ku Klux Klan or other

new-fangled rightist organizations that

our culture once again approaches a crisis

of conscience under the threat of

violence. We should never allow ourselves

to sink to their awful levels, but we must

all work together to find a solution to this

latest outbreak of bullshit.

Attacks on the free press by

authoritarian rulers—and consequently

their followers—is a hallmark of fascist

regimes. The press is an integral part of

the process of democracy. For those

individuals who do their day-to-day

business as members of that corps of

creatives, it is particularly disheartening

to hear aggressive aspersions cast while

untruths are blithely brandished and a

whole way of life, an intrinsically

American way of life, is threatened.

The baker is not your enemy. Nor is

the farmer or clerk or plumber or writer

and observer of things in your

neighborhood, in your town or in your

city. All workers are essential in a

forward-looking, sustainable community,

but journalists are a type of guardian, a

damn good and dependable flashlight that

the rest of any village should be able to

call upon for information, for reasoned

discourse and as representatives of a not-

mythic place where any individual may be

heard too.

The main lessons to be learned here

include patience and strength. This is not

a time to panic; we should have every

hope that our republic survives the dark

times foisted upon us by an idiot-

wannabe-king. But to get where we want

to go, we must take action. That action

begins with one word and you already

know the word from reading these pages

week after week.

Here is that word. It’s a holy word as

far as we are all concerned: Vote. It is the

one idea in action that may free us all. a



hopefully will have full access to all materials

of any kind that agency investigators need, to

examine what went awry on APD’s end.

To do a thorough job, Harness asked the

board for approval to send a letter to the

police union asking for a waiver on the 120-

day limit on the time the agency can take to

investigate potential wrongdoing by police

officers or department employees. “We have

identified 20 targets. As a target these are the

subjects of the investigation,” Harness said.

Four CYFD employees have been put on leave

so far, for their roles in missing key behaviors

or signs things were off with the family.

Two More Potatoes
Members also approved considering how APD

brass has handled the discipline of former

Commander, now Lieutenant Jennifer Bell

Garcia, who was head of the Internal Affairs

department. Bell Garcia was caught

backdating paperwork in an investigation to

make it look like it was completed on time,

which is potentially a felonious act. At first,

Bell Garcia was only moved to the traffic

division then after some backlash, was

demoted from Commander to Lieutenant in

lieu of suspension or harsher penalty. By the

way, she is married to Deputy Chief Eric

Garcia. CPOA members gave the thumbs up

to review the independent investigation into

Bell Garcia’s internal affairs shenanigans

because every case that went across her desk is

now suspect.

Three Potatoes More
CPOA members also want to know more

about what is being called the forced
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The Police and the People
Oversight agency continues critique of APD

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

A
lbuquerque’s police oversight folks took on

several hot potatoes at their Aug. 9 regular

meeting.

One Potato
Civilian Police Oversight Agency Executive

Director Edward Harness told the CPOA

members that he was recently informed that

Albuquerque Police Department’s Internal

Affairs Department had dropped its parallel

inquiry into the department’s handling of a

child abuse and child prostitution case,

thereby relying on the police oversight agency

to investigate at least 20 target officers.

The case involves parents Teri Sanchez and

James Stewart who are facing charges of child

abuse, contributing to the delinquency of a

minor, human trafficking, promoting

prostitution and various lesser charges, all

connected to their three children, particularly

their 7-year old daughter.

In May 2018, after arrests by the state

Attorney General’s Office, Police Chief

Michael Geier defended his officers when they

did not collect the little girl’s bloody

underwear after being called to her school in

Nov. 2017. Teachers testified that the officers

threw the bloody underwear in a dumpster,

saying it was not evidence. Geier later said

that perhaps more could have been done by

his officers, after about 22 referrals to

Children, Youth and Families Department and

more than a handful of calls to the police

department about the family came to light.

Now, the APD internal investigation is being

handed off to the oversight agency, which

There’s a big difference. Middleton stressed

the collaborative effort in this policy rewrite

with citizens and groups such as the ACLU

having a say. There will be more discussion

and information about this policy rewrite at

the board’s next meeting.

Internal Affairs: July Stats
According to Interim Internal Affairs head

Mike Miller, there were 44,152 dispatch calls

for APD in July. He said this was down a little,

by about 600 calls, from June. Internal Affairs

gave officers 4 verbal reprimands, two 40-hour

suspensions, three 80-hour suspensions and

recommended 3 terminations. There were 18

officer “early intervention alerts” and there are

17 Internal Affairs cases pending.

Insights into Oversight
The Civilian Police Oversight Agency is

comprised of nine members appointed by the

City Council for three-year staggered terms.

Current members are Chair Leonard Waites,

Vice Chair Chantal M. Galloway, Eric Cruz,

Joanne Fine, Dr. William Kass, Valarie St.

John and Chelsea N. Van Deventer. They are

tasked with advancing constitutional policing

and accountability for APD and the

Albuquerque community. a
The CPOA meets at 5pm on the second Thursday of

the month in the Vincent E. Griego Chambers in the

basement of City Hall.

The meetings are streamed on Channel 16 and on

GOV-TV.

More information, such as a link to past meeting

videos, agendas, or information on how to file a

complaint, visit cabq.gov/cpoa.

retirement of Commander John Sullivan from

the city’s police training academy. Allegations

recently arose surrounding the prior

administration’s overlooking of routine test

cheating. Former Commander Sullivan had

taken over the academy only a few months

ago, but had testified to a federal judge

recently about the problems he found at the

academy. He chose to retire after he was told

he was going to be demoted.

To steer clear of any personnel issues or

interfering in any future whistleblower lawsuit,

the board approved “conducting a preliminary

investigation into the viability of a further

investigation to look at testing misconduct at

the academy.” Whew. That is a roundabout

way of saying the board wants to find out if

there really was systemic cheating at the police

academy under prior administrations.

Pepper Spray, Batons and
Tasers
Oversight members got an update from

Commander Rob Middleton on the progress of

the latest revamp of the department’s use-of-

force policies. The use-of-force policy rewrite

is required by the nearly 4-year-old Court

Approved Settlement Agreement with the

Department of Justice. Intermediate weapons

include pepper spray, batons, electronic

control weapons or tasers, 40 millimeter

impact guns and bean bag shotguns. 

Middleton said the current policy tells

officers what level of force they can use in

these situations. The new policy will direct

officers on what they can do to de-escalate or

minimize the force needed in these situations.

A local law enforcement vehicle, Albuquerque, N.M. TRICK ON
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Everyone is a Lobo, Woof, Woof, Woof
Athletics department dishes abject failure amidst potential success

BY AUGUST MARCH

G
reetings, sports fans!

Before proceeding, you may well ask why

Weekly Alibi—a respected news gathering

organization, but also a known repository of

freaks and misfit toys—is a peculiarly local

part of the college sports scene this week, as

part of our Back to School issue.

Whilst considering that trick of the tail,

you might as well ask yourself the question

that we are asking ourselves here in the

news room. Why is the state’s Attorney

General—a dude mostly concerned with

the prosecution of a plethora of very serious

crimes haunting the Land of

Enchantment—making a guest appearance

in wholesome, newspaper-of-record sports

pages, threatening “enforcement action,”

thereby offering his version of a solution to

the age-old problem of Lobo athletics?

Hector Balderas—ambition cleary

trailing his appearance in this case as the

election season comes out of its summer

hibernation—jumped into the sportsball

fray late last week, telling UNM to get its

act together, to reconsider the cruel

amputations it’s made to a controversial arm

of our own “Harvard on the Rio Grande.”

Balderas’ passionate involvement seems,

on the surface, to be somewhat dramatic

and out of place. But given the color the

UNM athletic department has offered the

surrounding community for nigh on 50

years, it really comes as no surprise. The

athletic department at UNM has been

nursing a reported $4.7 million deficit over

the past 10 years and many in the

community say the AG is right to be

concerned about the shape of things at a

university that provided diplomas to many

of our state’s intelligentsia, artistic and

political classes.

Balderas says UNM violated the tenets

of our state’s open meeting act—a building

block of democratic governance that should

surely raise any law enforcer’s eyebrows in

these times of demagoguery and danger—in

actions that accompanied a meeting where

four sports—men’s soccer, men and women’s

skiing and beach volleyball—were chosen

to be surgically removed from the

university’s corpus come next season.

The question remains: Did the Board of

Regents and the new President of the

University go rogue and act Trumpian,

essentially making a wide-ranging decision

without making such clear in their

published agenda, without inviting

members of the community to chime in on

a problem that has touched us all, one way

or another?

By this weekend’s end, it still wasn’t

totally clear what was going to happen next.

A local attorney filed a lawsuit on his own,

reported one teevee news outlet, lest the

community suffer more under the weight of

UNM’s alleged malfeasance.

The institution that is the University of

New Mexico continued to offer entreaties

of “no comment” when asked about

Balderas’ statements. They did however

publish an agenda for their next meeting. A

special meeting of the UNM board of

Regents will take place at 1pm inside the

Student Union Building on Friday, Aug. 17.

A public comment period will be followed

by a presentation on a plan to discontinue

the sports UNM intends to cut. A vote on

the proposal will most certainly follow.

Given all that background chatter, it’s

been difficult to ascertain the value of or

the stakes involved in the arguments for

and against sportsball at UNM. In order to

bring some clarity to the issue—and so help

divine whether this issue is really of

relevance to the greater community—we

did some research. Here’s what we know so

far, and what you should know too, as

summer lapses into fall, as classes

commence and as all sorts of balls start to

get thrown around again. 

HOLY HOOPS

The University of New Mexico men’s

basketball team continues to generate more

revenue than football, though the football

program has been allocated nearly three

times as much, on a yearly basis, in

University budgets going back to 2015.

This coming year will be no different,

but with more cautious financial projections

leading the way. Though, overall, the

University is aware of a decline in revenue

from all of its 22 NCAA Division I varsity

Dreamstyle Stadium at the University of New Mexico ALL PHOTOS CREDIT ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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sports, current statistical research done by

the athletic department projects that the

pigskin players will only generate $1.2

million in ticket sales, whereas the

hoopsters stand to gain $3.8 million, a

figure that is just slightly more than the

$3.65 million the program took in last year

in ticket sales.

Besides beating ’em at the box office, the

Lobo hoops squads—the Lobo women’s

hoopsters made nearly $400k last year—

have recently and consistently had winning,

national-attention-drawing, NCAA-hopes-

type notice. 

Winning seasons have never been out of

reach for UNM basketball, but the program

has suffered its share of controversy and

financial malfeasance over the years. The

grand debacle involving the nationally

ranked Lobos, a thrown game at Cal-State

Fullerton and a coach nicknamed “Stormin’

Norman” comes to mind.

The men’s program lost the Mountain

West Championship game in a nail-biter to

San Diego State this past March, smashing

up an invitation to the big game or other

big game (the NIT, amigos!) after a

comeback season that many thought would

be a total loss. Obviously there’s room for

improvement, but room for hope too. The

latter leads to fan excitement, a thing

which can drive ticket sales and help drown

the deficit the athletic department is

carrying around like an albatross.

Meanwhile and most significantly, the

women’s hoop team actually made post-

season tourney play last year, and were

successful in the Mountain West

Tournament and the Women’s NIT before

getting offed by Texas Christian in the third

round. This year should be a continuance of

that excellence; both squads are focused on

success and not constant rebuilding, one of

the problems that continues to haunt Lobo

Football.

THE PIGSKIN PROBLEM

Let’s admit the main fact. UNM

f----ootball is problematic. It costs more

than 19 of its fellow teams combined. The

team has a history of controversy and poor

performance.

The lack of community confidence in

our flagship university’s main athletic

2018 football practice begins
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program is reflected in lackluster, even

plunging season ticket sales. This weekend,

the state’s previously mentioned daily of

record reported that sales are behind last

year’s tally, indications are that a 3-9 season

in 2017 may have something to do with the

downturn. In a cruel, cyclic twist,

overblown and never-met football ticket

sales projections from previous seasons are

partially responsible for the $1.47 million in

debt the program has generated in three

years.

Sportwriters have already written off the

team’s prospects for 2018. Ironically, the

Albuquerque Journal reported that head

football coach Bob Davie gets all kinds of

lucre for increases in attendance based on

ticket sales. He already makes almost $500

thousand per year. And ultimately, Division

I universities like UNM have to have both

football and basketball programs in place to

participate in conference play.

Sports watchers all over the nation say

the decline of football is predictable as the

sport’s main audience ages, knowledge of

the danger to players mounts and spectators

engage more choices, such as soccer.

FUTBOL AS THE FUTURE

The Mountain West Conference does

not support men’s soccer teams. That’s an

important fact to reflect upon as citizens

look for reasons that a growing and

potentially profitable collegiate athletic

enterprise is scheduled to be cut from the

university roster after this coming season.

In stark contrast to the men’s football

program, the men’s soccer program, coached

by Jeremy Fishbein for more than 17 years,

has been called a “model of consistency”

and is nationally respected. Men’s soccer

has only had one losing season under

Feishbein’s tenure, have won 9 division

championships and been to the big dance

12 times—reaching the final four in 2013—

during those storied years. All of these

factors could be readily and successfully

used to market an up-and-coming sport.

Soccer represents a sea change in the

way athleticism is practiced at the collegiate

level. Mainly it is a step away from the

skull-crushing, brain-damage rendering

model that permeates the practice of

football. The type of grace, fine motor skills

and decision-making each player on the

Planning defensive strategies
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field makes is in stark contrast to the brutal

violence of football. The youth of the

America seem to get this: Soccer is on track

to be the third most popular spectator sport

in this nation. Only 1 percent of American

adults over 55 dig soccer, but for sportsball

enthusiasts 18 to 34, soccer is already on

top.

LESSONS LEARNED

Cutting the potentially very lucrative

men’s soccer program will initially save the

athletic department about $600 thousand

per year, taxpayer-generated funds that will

be used to ameliorate the unseemly deficit

caused by shortsightedness and quite

possibly, the same hyper male hubris that is

a hallmark of an obsolete and dangerous

sport. Just as predictably though, football at

UNM will no doubt continue, despite

flagging interest, lost revenue and

potentially more fiscal abuses.

But, the case for straightening out the

finances at the UNM athletics department

should be a priority for the new president,

Garnett Stokes. And a corollary to the

endeavor must include a reevaluation of the

value of each sport being kept as well as

those being eliminated. In plain talk, it may

come down to answering the perennial

question of that disappointed Lobo football

fans ask year after year. How much is too

much disappointment for a community to

bear?

Upon reflection, both Balderas and the

editorial board here at Weekly Alibi have

reason to speak their piece and to ask that

the decisions made by the board of regents

be revisited and reviewed in the light of

day. We’re all Lobos in this matter. Woof,

woof, woof. Wherever the true path of the

institution lies and no matter how the game

is played, it should be approachable and

transparent—clear of the debris and

penalties encouraged by vague encounters

and secretive meetings.

Ultimately the fact that the football

program has been a public relations

disaster—as well as a financial burden—

these many years should weigh heavily on

the university administration’s vote and its

conscience, too; in comparison sports like

soccer, downhill skiing and even beach

volleyball seem wholesome and in tune

with community values. a

2018 men's soccer practice begins
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EVENT HORIZON WEEK OF AUGUST 16-22

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY AUGUST 16

SATURDAY AUGUST 18

BABY, HOLD ON TO ME

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind has a long, storied history. Spearheaded by Chicago
ensemble the Neo-Futurists, this unique performance-art-turned-theater-piece ran 50 weekends out of
the year from 1988 to 2016. That’s a long time. In fact, it’s the longest running show the city of Chicago
ever saw. TMLMTBGB, in shorthand, consists of 30 rapid-fire pieces performed over the span of just 60
minutes. The show is now having its Albuquerque re-birth thanks to Duke City Repertory Theatre.
Premiering locally on Wednesday, A  ug. 22 at Tricklock Performance Lab and running just until Aug. 28,
the show promises a one-of-a-kind experience every time. All shows begin at 8pm, except for the
Sunday, Aug. 26 show, which begins at 4pm. A price tag of $15 brings you and the baby together. This
show is recommended for audiences 15 and older. TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY 110 GOLD AVE SW, 8PM

alibi.com/v/5xvx. (Maggie Grimason) a

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 22

GOODBYE, SUMMER(FEST)!

The last iteration of our lovely city’s free summer people-watching,
munchies-eating, cool objects buying and music listening neighborhood-
centered festivals—Summerfest—comes to a gloriously foregone
conclusion (it will be a helluva lot of fun!) on Saturday, Aug. 18 when
Cottonwood Mall, on the Westside of Burque, is effectively held in
thrall by the last bit of summery action that can be counted upon
until next year at this same time. Check this out, this really is the
ultimate Summerfest for 2018: it features world beat rockers
Ozomatli headlining a program that also features the hugely popular
Red Light Cameras as well as critically acclaimed locals Citizens of
Tape City, headed by bassist Artha Meadors, a winner of this year’s
BoB Music Editor’s Choice Awards. In addition, the microbrew garden
features 10 local brewers, plus there is an artisan’s market and
children’s activity area. Pets are welcome, as long as they are
leashed. In other words, there is absolutely no reason why you
shouldn’t attend; it’s still summer after all. COTTONWOOD MALL 10000

COORS BYPASS NW, 4 TO 10PM alibi.com/v/5wfl. (August March) a

WAIT, IT’S CHILE TIME ALREADY?

We know it seems a little early in the year for us to be talking about chile
roasting … but whoa, wait, it’s actually not. How did we get to the end of the
summer so quickly? Anyway, the Bosque Chile Festival is celebrating all
things chile at the National Hispanic Cultural Center this Saturday, Aug.
18 starting at 10am. There are workshops on how to best grow and cook
chile, live music all day and plenty of food and drink for purchase. This year,
the Chicharron Challenge pits Albuquerque chefs against each other in a
cook-off that you get to judge. Yum. The Chile Fest is open to all ages, and
tickets are $5. There’s also a 5K Ristra Fun Run starting at 8am, if you’re
ambitious. Visit bernco.gov/bosquechilefestival to find out more and register
for the fun run. NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER 1701 FOURTH STREET SW, 10AM

alibi.com/v/5utg. (Robin Babb) a

TAKE THESE BLUES, PLEASE

Those who find some soulful and sublime succor in the blues can line up at the teat of heavenly kindness
this coming weekend when blues legends Jonny Lang and Buddy Guy grace our city and state with their
brilliantly bluesy countenances. The duo, on tour for part of the summer before they each embark on solo
runs, have a gig at Sandia Casino Amphitheater on Saturday, Aug. 18 at 8pm. If you recall, Lang was the
child prodigy who performed at the White House after being signed by A&M at the age of 15. And Buddy
Guy, oh he was just was one of the house guitarists at Chess Records. En serio, the dude has influenced
just about every electric guitarist who came after him, so we’re not going to name names, but you know you
can hear Guy’s licks whilst listening to Page and Vaughn and Melchiondo. This is probably one of the best
shows of the summer to catch. If you really wanna know, you better go. Starting at $30 per azure-stained
unit, tickets are going quickly. SANDIA RESORT & CASINO 30 RAINBOW RD NE, 5PM alibi.com/v/5xwa. (August March) a

FRIDAY AUGUST 17

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

COURTESY OF 

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER

RESPECT YOUR ELDERS

The Japanese aesthetic is a beautiful thing. Paired
with the calming love of the Buddhist religion we
find a beautiful evening in celebration of both life
and death. The Obon Festival at the ABQ Botanic
Garden brings us an experience that may seem a
little familiar to our own culture, Día de los

Muertos. Obon or Bon is the Japanese-Buddhist
celebration honoring the spirits of one’s ancestors.
In Japanese households, they adorn altars and
visit the graves as they have for over 500 years. Be
part of the celebration on Thursday, Aug. 16 from 7
to 9pm, with gates opening at 6:30pm. The evening
includes singing, Bon-Odori folk dancing, live taiko

drumming and food for purchase fitting of the evening with items such as chicken yakitori, mochi ice
cream and a cash bar with chilled sake. All participants receive a lantern to write on and send off into the
pond at dusk to honor their own ancestors. This event is for the whole family and costs $6 for children and
seniors, $12 for adults and member discounts. ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN 2601 CENTRAL AVE NW, 7 TO 9PM

alibi.com/v/5wif. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

WHEN DINOSAURS RULED THE EARTH

Kids love dinosaurs. This is a fact … because
science. This event caters to that chid-like obsession.
Head to the Albuquerque Convention Center for
Jurassic Quest! It promises to deliver a far less
scary version of the dinosaurs seen on film. Find a
host of activities and spectacles to make the kids
drool. With exhibit tours, science stations, dino
crafts, face painting, a dino bounce, bungee pull,
dino rides, fossil digs, food vendors and more than
80 lifelike dinos to see and hear, the entire family
can get on board with this one and find some
entertainment. Come on down on Friday, Aug. 17
from 3 to 8pm, Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 18 and
19 from 9am to 8pm. There are 2 options for kids
ages 2 to 12—general admission for $20 or VIP for
$34. VIP tickets mean not having to pay the $5 up charge for select activities. Seniors are in for $18, adults pay
$20 and kids 2 and under are free! Bring an extra $6 to $8 for parking and step back in time for the day.
ALBUQUERQUE CONVENTION CENTER 401 SECOND STREET NW, 3 TO 8PM alibi.com/v/5xw6. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY AUG 16
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN Obon Festival. A cultural holiday
honoring the spirits of ancestors with folk dances, taiko drumming,
lanterns and food. Participants receive a floating lantern and are
released into the pond in the evening. 2601 Central Ave NW.
7-9pm. 768-2000. alibi.com/v/5wif.

ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Old Town
Walking Tours. Take a walk and explore historic Old Town with a
docent-guided tour. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 11am-noon.
ALL-AGES! 243-7255. alibi.com/v/5xn0.

KIDS
BUY BUY BABY Zumbini with Emily. Sing, dance and play, while
encouraging expression and enjoyment of music and allowing
the inner child to come out. For babies and children ages 0 to
4. 2451 San Mateo Blvd NE. $100. 9:30-10:15am. ALL-AGES!
514-2097. alibi.com/v/5w3w.

TAYLOR RANCH LIBRARY Pajama Storytime. Put on pajamas,
grab a teddy bear, and enjoy stories, rhymes and songs. 5700
Bogart St NW. 6:30-8:30pm. 897-8816. alibi.com/v/5xd6.

LEARN
BOW AND ARROW BREWERY Sportswomen’s Advocacy 101
Training. Learn about wildlife and public lands issues, to commu-
nicate with decision makers and journalists, effective use of
social media, speaking at a public meeting and engaging others
to join in advocacy. 602 McKnight Ave NW. 6-8pm. ALL-AGES!
299-5404. alibi.com/v/5wtu.

DE SOTO AND COMPANY Eubank Women's Symposium. In a
comfortable and non-threatening environment, experts present
information on the topics of physical and emotional health and
financial wellness. Reservations recommended. 4113 Eubank
Blvd NE.  . 5:30-7pm. 506-0612. alibi.com/v/5xd5.

HOMEWISE, Santa Fe New Homebuyer Night. Homewise offers
everything needed to become a homeowner including services
for a variety of incomes. 1301 Siler Rd. 5-6pm. ALL-AGES!
983-9473. alibi.com/v/5ors.

OUTDOOR
ROOSEVELT PARK Food Trucks and Family Fun in the Park. A
weekly gathering featuring food trucks, music, games and family-
friendly fun. Coal and University. 5-9pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5te8.

PETS
ANIMAL HUMANE Study Buddy Adoption Event. All adoptions
are 50 percent off. Every canine adoption includes a 50 percent
off training coupon for training classes as well as 10 percent off
Kong toys and puzzle toys. 615 Virginia St. SE. 10am-6pm.
ALL-AGES! 255-5523. alibi.com/v/5xmu.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
BEAR CANYON SENIOR CENTER Dancing with the Bars. A move-
ment exercise form of dancing to the bars of music as well as a
total body workout. Classes focus on stretching and strengthening
with music ranging from choral arrangments to funk. 4645 Pitt
NE. $2. 8:30-9:15am. ALL-AGES! 332-0446. alibi.com/v/5obm.

REMEDY DAY SPA Prana Vinyasa Flow. Students focus on linking
conscious breath with a mindful flow. All levels welcome. 113
Vassar Dr SE. $10. 6-7pm. 18+. 265-9219. alibi.com/v/5o6w.

SABRINA'S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba Throwback Thursday. Classic
Zumba dances. 4619 Lomas Blvd NE. $5. 6pm. ALL-AGES!
620-0327. alibi.com/v/5g99.

FRIDAY AUG 17
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Old Town
Walking Tours. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES!
See 8/16 listing.

BRUCE AND ALICE KING EDUCATIONAL COMPLEX APS Medicaid
Enrollment and Back to School Health Fair. Free private consul-
tation with certified Medicaid personnel on-site including educa-
tion for families, fun activities for kids and parents and insurance
enrollment and resources for all. 6400 Uptown Blvd NE.
8am-4pm. 505855261. alibi.com/v/5wwk.

CNM SMITH BRASHER HALL New Mexico Leadership Summit.
An opportunity for leaders to take a step back, refresh their
perspectives and be inspired featuring local and national speakers,
live music and a buffet lunch. 717 University Blvd SE. $120.
8:30am-5pm. 884-4529. alibi.com/v/5xd7.

!EXPLORA! Parents' Night Out: Sweet Science. Staff leads exhibit
exploration and themed activities including engineering with
candy, doing sugary chemistry experiments and more. Dinner is
included. Registration required. 1701 Mountain Rd NW. $35-$45.
6-10pm. 224-8341. alibi.com/v/5wwj.

SIDEWINDERS Non-Monogamy Meet and Greet Night. Find
resources and information about polyamory, non-monogamy,
open relationships swinging and more in a safe, comfortable
environment. 8900 Central Ave SE. 6:30-8:30pm. 21+.
554-2078. alibi.com/v/5who.

KIDS
ABQ BIOPARK AQUARIUM Aquarium Overnight. Learn about
ocean species and their fascinating nighttime behaviors. 2601
Central Ave NW. 6:30pm-8am. 768-2000. alibi.com/v/5wr5.

BARNES & NOBLE Corduroy Costume Character Storytime and
Snack Time. Children enjoy a craft, coloring, storytime and snacks
with Corduroy the bear. 3701 Ellison Dr NW. 6-8pm. ALL-AGES!
792-4234. alibi.com/v/5w4y.

MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Street Dance Locking Class. Kids
and adults learn this basic dance move. 3215 Central Ave NE.
$12. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! 440-6265. alibi.com/v/5kgw.

LEARN
SANTA FE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, Santa Fe Mental Health First
Aid Training. Learn risk factors and warning signs for mental
health issues and familiarize with a five-step action plan to help
those in crisis or connect them with professional care. Registration
required. 6401 Richards Ave. 8am-5pm. 428-1754.
alibi.com/v/5w4g.

SPORTS
ALL OUT ZONE Date Night. Bring a date and have endless fun
as you enjoy unlimited battle bubbles and Nerf battle play like
an adult should. 10000 Coors Bypass NW. $35. 6-9pm.
ALL-AGES! 200-0059. alibi.com/v/5qnc.

PETS
ANIMAL HUMANE Study Buddy Adoption Event. 615 Virginia St.
SE. 10am-6pm. ALL-AGES! See 8/16 listing.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
NORTH DOMINGO BACA MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER

Experience the Sound of Soul. Discover inner guidance, healing
for body, mind and spirit as well as a higher form of creativity by
chanting the sacred sound of HU. Spiritual conversation afterward.
7521 Carmel Ave NE. 7-8pm. ALL-AGES! (800) 876-6704.
alibi.com/v/5w78.

YOGA ART SPACE Floating Yoga Nidra Meditation Class. Suspend
in aerial hammocks and enjoy an hour long yoga nidra meditation
session. Registration required. 8338 Comanche Rd NE. $15.
7pm-8am. ALL-AGES! 310-7457. alibi.com/v/5x10.

SATURDAY AUG 18
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Old Town
Walking Tours. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES!
See 8/16 listing.

BACHECHI OPEN SPACE Summer Family Fun Days. Weekly crafts,
outdoor activities and experiments deepen a personal discovery
of the world. Each week has a unique craft that participants take
home. 9521 Rio Grande Blvd NW. Midnight-5pm. ALL-AGES!
314-0398. alibi.com/v/5uu3.

CASA ESENCIA Elegance en Blanc: An All White Attire Affair. The
Iota XI Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated
holds its annual fundraiser to fund scholarships for high school
students attending ABQ, Rio Rancho and area schools. 800 Rio
Grande Blvd NW. $35-$40. 7pm. 21+. alibi.com/v/5x1p.

EMPIRE BOARD GAME LIBRARY Eastside Board Game Meetup.
Board game enthusiast meetup. 3503 Central Ave NE. $5.
11am-11pm. 232-4263. alibi.com/v/5kwb.

ESTHER BONE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Rio Rancho Bikes and
Books: Children's Book Drive and Motorcycle Ride. Pay the entry
fee or bring new children's books of equal value. The ride starts
at the library and finishes at Thunderbird Harley-Davidson. 950
Pinetree SE. $0-$25. 9-10:15am. 18+. 891-5012.
alibi.com/v/5xco.

LEARN
CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN Downtown Walking Tour. Learn about
the diverse settlers and their contributions to local history. 100
Central Ave SW. 10am-noon. ALL-AGES! 289-0589.
alibi.com/v/5h26.

ERNA FERGUSSON LIBRARY Master Gardeners. Learn about
plant identification, how to make flowers grow and more from
the masters. 3700 San Mateo Blvd NE. 10am-3pm. ALL-AGES!
888-8100. alibi.com/v/5v0v.

NEW MEXICO DANCE ACADEMY Albuquerque Tarot Tribe Meetup
Group. Join the oldest tarot meetup group in Albuquerque to

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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share and explore the ways that Tarot provides answers and direc-
tions for solving some of the things that create obstacles in life.
10410 Comanche Rd NE. $5. 12:30-3pm. 18+. 350-7205.
alibi.com/v/5sds.

PETS
ANIMAL HUMANE Study Buddy Adoption Event. 615 Virginia St.
SE. 10am-6pm. ALL-AGES! See 8/16 listing.

BOOFY'S BEST FOR PETS Meet the Greyhounds. A meet-and-
greet event with adoptable Greyhounds and ambassadogs from
Greyhound Adoption League of Texas, Inc. 8201 Golf Course Rd
NW. 11am-1pm. 890-0757. alibi.com/v/5xd8.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
CHINESE CULTURE CENTER Taoist Spine Stretch. A process
unique to Taoism making the spine more limber by fully activating
the chi of the spine and brain with a goal of improved spinal
function and reduced pain. 427 Adams St SE. $30. 10am-noon.
18+. 268-7023. alibi.com/v/5ww0.

HOLIDAY DANCE STUDIO Entourage Jazz: Live Local Music Series.
A beginning dance class in Foxtrot is followed by open dancing
to cool, hep tunes performed live. 5200 Eubank Blvd NE. $15.
6-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! 508-4020. alibi.com/v/5xuk.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Gaga and Toolbox Master Class.
Deepen the awareness of physical sensations, expand the palette
of available movement options, enhance ability to modulate
energy and enrich movement quality with a range of textures.
4121 Cutler Ave NE. 2-4pm. 18+. 224-9808. alibi.com/v/5wd1.

MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Embodied Creativity and
Improvisation. Give form to inner creativity through dance and
music improvisation as well as meditation and mindfulness prac-
tices. 3215 Central Ave NE. $10-$12. 4:15-5:45pm. 13+.
350-6971. alibi.com/v/55df.

SABRINA'S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba Toning. Build muscle
endurance with cardio. 4619 Lomas Blvd NE. $5. 10-11am.
ALL-AGES! 620-0327. alibi.com/v/5gdk.

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Beer Yoga. Take a one-hour
yoga class and stay to enjoy a pint of cider and pastries. Bring
a yoga mat. All levels welcome. 13170 Central Ave SE. $10.
11am-noon. 21+. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/5whd.

SUNDAY AUG 19
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Old Town
Walking Tours. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES!
See 8/16 listing.

AMERICAN LEGION POST 49 Salute to the Heroes Car and Bike
Show. The coolest local cars, trucks and motorcycles, a DJ spinning
tunes, food made to order, full bar and live music. Spectate or
enter a car into the show for a fee. 11005 Central NE. $0-$20.
11am-4pm. ALL-AGES! 228-6811. alibi.com/v/5u6u.

BACHECHI OPEN SPACE Splash Day and Grape Harvest. A day
of water play in the pecan grove. Splash and slide around, then
help harvest some grapes for some homemade grape juice. 9521
Rio Grande Blvd NW. 1-3pm. ALL-AGES! 314-0398.
alibi.com/v/5w6b.

KIDS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Music and Movement. Kids learn
fundamentals of music and dance through integrative methods
of teaching movement and sound together. 3215 Central Ave
NE. $10. 12:45-1:45pm. 350-6971. alibi.com/v/55c0.

LEARN
ENCHANTED EQUINE ADVENTURES Horses Connecting People.
A free class on becoming a horse leader in therapeutic riding
and learning to safely work around horses and how to convince
the horse to willingly follow the lead. 6846 Arrington St SW.
1-4pm. 501-4650. alibi.com/v/5wfo.

SPORTS
SANDIA PREP SCHOOL 35 and Older Ultimate Frisbee Pickup
Game. All experience levels play for fun. 532 Osuna Rd NE.
10-11:30am. 344-1671. alibi.com/v/5u7g.

OUTDOOR
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Edible and
Medicinal Plants of New Mexico. An instructional hike led by
Dara Saville of Albuquerque Herbalism. Registration required.
6500 Coors Blvd NW. 1-3pm. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/5x66.

PETROGLYPH NATIONAL MONUMENT Volcano Hike. A two to
three hour moderately strenuous informational hike along the
volcanoes led by Larry Crumpler Ph.D. Pre-registration required.
6510 Western Trail NW. 8:30am. ALL-AGES! 452-2505.
alibi.com/v/5qlb.

PETS
ANIMAL HUMANE Study Buddy Adoption Event. 615 Virginia St.
SE. 10am-6pm. ALL-AGES! See 8/16 listing.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
SABRINA'S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba with Quetzalli. Zumba for
everyone. Dance and sweat it out. 10-11am. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5u4l. Also, Strong by Zumba. Burpees, push ups,
planks, squats, jumps, lunges and core work. 4619 Lomas Blvd
NE. $5. 4pm. 13+. 207-4953. alibi.com/v/5ghz.

MONDAY AUG 20
EMPIRE BOARD GAME LIBRARY Empire's Enchanted Card
Coloring Society. Create distinctive and personal greeting cards
and enjoy sandwiches, desserts and non-alcoholic beverages
available for purchase. 3503 Central Ave NE. $5. 6-8:30pm.
13+. 232-4263. alibi.com/v/5wip.

O'NIELL'S PUB, Nob Hill Indivisible Nob Hill Weekly Meeting.
Progressive precinct training to energize the community and inject
the state Democratic party with an active and conscientious
progressive voice. 4310 Central Ave SE. 5:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
350-3323. alibi.com/v/5buh.

LEARN
ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH From Standing Rock to
Colombia: Christian Solidarity, Nonviolence and Accompaniment.
Reverend Emily Brewer, executive director of the Presbyterian
Peace Fellowship, speaks about non-violent accompaniment
work and highlights the Colombia Accompaniment Program.
5301 Ponderosa Ave NE. 7-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! 881-9626.
alibi.com/v/5x1u.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
SABRINA'S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba Fitness. Newcomers and
seasoned dancers participate in a high energy dance-cardio
class. 4619 Lomas Blvd NE. $5. 4:30pm. ALL-AGES! 620-0327.
alibi.com/v/5gbk.

TUESDAY AUG 21
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Old Town
Walking Tours. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES!
See 8/16 listing.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION Impact and Coffee.
Nonprofit leaders, volunteers, funders and people finding their
place in the community have a cup of coffee, hear about new
social profit ventures and innovation in a six-minute presentation
format. 624 Tijeras Ave NW. 9-10am. alibi.com/v/5rtd.

TAYLOR RANCH COMMUNITY CENTER Taylor Rancho Community
Center Veterans Outreach. Veterans learn about the nuances
and complicated details regarding the VA and state veterans
benefits. Bring your DD-214 form. 4900 Kachina St NW.
10am-3pm. 18+. 383-2414. alibi.com/v/5vm6.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
NORTH DOMINGO BACA MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER Intro
to Hula Class. A six-week class series with basic foot and hand
motions to establish a solid foundation for dancing Hawaii's
beautiful, living cultural storytelling art. 7521 Carmel Ave NE.
$35. 6-7pm. 13+. 440-5295. alibi.com/v/5wtx.

YOGA ART SPACE Chair Yoga. Accessible and gentle yoga for
absolutely everyone. 8338 Comanche Rd NE. $15.
10:45-11:45am. 15+. 310-7457. alibi.com/v/5vws.

WEDNESDAY AUG 22
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Old Town
Walking Tours. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES!
See 8/16 listing.

OUTDOOR
WELLS PETROGLYPH PRESERVE, Velarde Wells Petroglyph
Preserve Public Tour. HWY 68. $35. 9:30-11:30am. 13+. See
8/18 listing.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE SHAMBHALA CENTER Public Sitting Meditation.
Practice meditation with fellow community members. 1102
Mountain Rd NW. 6-7pm. 717-2486. alibi.com/v/5gpw.

HIGH DESERT CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING Heartfelt
Meditation. A midweek meditation tune-up for the peace of mind,
body and soul. 5621 Paradise NW. 6-7pm. 13+. 922-1200.
alibi.com/v/5n01.

SABRINA'S Z CREW FITNESS Strong by Zumba. Burpees, push
ups, planks, squats, jumps, lunges and core work. 4619 Lomas
Blvd NE. $5. 5:45pm. 13+. 207-4953. alibi.com/v/5ggk.

YOGASAAR Yin Yang Fusion Yoga. Stretch and stimulate deep
connective tissue and complement the strength and balance of
traditional yoga practice. 2205 Silver Ave SE. $12. 4:15-5:30pm.
450-9782. alibi.com/v/5uef.
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Visual Learning
Director Arif Khan unpacks the UNM

Art Museum’s importance

Alibi: Why is it vital to have a museum on-
campus?

Khan: University art museums can do things
that larger municipal or private museums cannot.
What kinds of things? More intellectually risk-
taking exhibitions; real engagement of students
in creative and meaningful ways that have the
potential to nurture life-long lovers and
supporters of the arts; meaningful involvement
of faculty across disciplines, that can lead to a
broader understanding and appreciation of the
key importance of art and visual culture in
civilizations and cultures throughout human
history; and new ways of thinking about
collections, experimentation with new media in
partnership with related university disciplines
and resources, and the building of important
collections in new areas not yet recognized by
larger museums.

How does the museum aim to inspire and
improve the lives of students and other
Albuquerque residents?

Campus museums, not just art museums,
provide a space where the community can
engage with the university. They are one of the
few places where students, faculty, alums and
the public can all gather. We hope our exhibitions
and collections spark conversations not only in
art and art history courses, but across disciplines
and departments, too.

What kind of things do you have coming up
this school year at the museum? Anything that
you personally are very excited about?

What I’m really excited about it is the variety
in our exhibitions and programs this year. We are
making a long term decision to highlight our
amazing permanent collection of over 30,000
objects with HINDSIGHT/INSIGHT [opening
Aug. 24]. Over the next few years we’ll be
rotating those artworks in our largest gallery and
engaging our audience with the museum’s
history of collecting. We hope that this
exploration of our history informs the directions
we take the museum in the future. ... Flight is an
installation by local artist Sheri Crider that
examines connections between empathy,
personal transformation, mass incarceration and
migration. ... Finally, we are proud to represent
New Mexico by participating in the national For
Freedoms – 50 States Initiative which is
described as the “largest creative collaboration
in US history.” Faculty and students ... will create
diverse programming and educational
opportunities focused on a range of topics
exploring art, politics, freedom and civic
discourse leading up to the mid-term elections
this November. 

What do you learn by working in such an
environment everyday?

Where to begin! Our staff is always
discovering hidden treasures in our collection.
Besides the objects themselves, I love learning
about the stories behind how they ended up in
the museum’s collection. I enjoy learning about
the impact that the museum has had on people’s
lives. I have met many alums and Albuquerque
community members who have shared stories
about the museum and the positive impact it’s
had on them. It is a pleasure having so many
UNM students work at the museum and their
feedback on our exhibits and programs is key in
how we want to engage students across campus.
Due to these informal conversations with
students we have decided to start a student
council for the museum so we can ensure that
student voices are always present.  a

ARTS MAGNIFIED

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

ARTS | CULTURE SHOCK

Light as Air
Tracy Rocca works to translate experience into canvas

When Rocca describes “slowing down,”
she is describing both a mental and physical
experience. She uses all-natural materials,
including walnut oil paints, which are
extremely slow drying—it takes up to a week
for each coat on her paintings to dry. Every
time she sits down to work on a single piece,
she paints the whole canvas, building up
many thin layers over long periods of time—
some pieces take as much as a year to
complete. The collection of pieces that will be
shown in Public Lands, for example, took
around two years to be created. Looking at the
paintings so brilliantly illuminated in Rocca's
studio, it was hard to believe they are
paintings at all—so seamless is the end result,
without a brushstroke evident across the gulf
of the canvas—each of which are several feet
in length and height. The harder you look,
the more nuance you see. 

“It's abstract—but the goal is that you're
getting a sense of what it feels like to be in
these places,” she explained. In this show,
Glacier National Park, the Eastern Sierras,
the Redwoods and more surface. As Rocca
pointed to a painting of the Grand Canyon I
suddenly recognized its colors—such distinct
shades of blue, purple, red, the gleam of desert
sun. 

Each summer Rocca and her family spend
four or five weeks exploring preserved natural

places such as these.
“You come back and
people say, 'How was
your trip?' and all you
can say is, 'It was
beautiful,' ” she said—
but those words don't
quite sum it up. “It's
like Georgia O'Keeffe
said,” Rocca
paraphrased, “I paint
because I can't express
this in words.”

In this practice—
which has been
evolving over the
course of the last 20
years—Rocca finds
that she is compelled
to see more of the
parks, not just
snapping photos, but
allowing for the
time—the slowness—
to experience the
fullness of the place. “I
often create
compositions that are
much more consistent
with what I was
feeling if it wasn't
captured right in the
photograph,” she said.
“Having the
experience as opposed

to just the photograph is such a blessing
because I often don't get the perfect picture,
but I still got what I needed.” The painting
created then has a sense of fullness; attached
to each one is a snapshot of the place, sure,
but also the story—a nine-hour hike in the
Redwoods, an inside joke with her children, a
long vista—not just the physical evidence. As
she works, she puts this energy into her
work—the feeling of being somewhere
beautiful, among loved ones, and the sense of
patience that comes with her style of painting.
All cut through with a sense of light—which
seems to infer calm. 

“If you lay on your back under a tree and
you open your eyes and for a moment try to
make sense of what you see,” Rocca described,
the dappled light and shadow, all in motion,
“that's the quality that I go for. I use the light
as a path to the painting. As a way for you get
enveloped by the location.” In doing so,
Rocca manages to calm herself (“it is
absolutely for my mental health,” she said of
her practice) and aims to perhaps infer some
of that calm to viewers as well. 

Rocca's Public Lands exhibition opens
Thursday, Sept. 6 in New York. If you're not
making an exodus to the big city any time
soon, follow Rocca's work and keep an eye out
for openings via her Instagram (@tracyrocca)
and on her website, tracyrocca.com.  a

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

“I
'm not an angsty
painter,” Tracy
Rocca explained

as she led me around
her orderly—serene,
even—studio. The
detached building
where she paints,
tucked behind her
Downtown home on a
deceptively large lot,
was radiant with late
afternoon light.
Skylights and windows
built high onto the
walls lit up the single
room studio and in turn,
the handful of paintings
waiting to—in just a
few days time—be sent
to New York City for
the opening of a solo
exhibition of Rocca's
work at Winston
Wächter Fine Art near
Hell's Kitchen. The
exhibition, titled Public

Lands, showcases
Rocca's large-scale
paintings of national
parks in the West. 

On a broad table, brushes were ordered and
dropped into tin cans, paints were laid out in
rows. On the opposite wall, birch canvases
stood upright in a ceiling-height frame. “I'm
very concerned with the zen of my space,”
Rocca laughed as I wondered at the totally
untroubled otherworld she had created in her
studio—somewhere entirely apart from the
outside world. It makes sense, that this
practice was born out of a very different
lifestyle that necessitated she carve out space
to relax. 

Just before she hit on this style of work,
Rocca was living in the Bay Area and working
in Silicon Valley. The pace of life, she
explained was “just frenetic—absolutely
insane.” She had always been a painter but in
this style, she “found a way to slow down. To
turn everything off.” She painted the desert,
she painted the sea, exploring landscapes both
on-foot and later, in her studio. Looking at
her work, viewers might not see a landscape
right away, however. What Rocca does is snap
simple iPhone photos of these places, and uses
them as source material—starting with very
rough renderings, and slowly blurring the
image through layer after layer of paint, until
just the washed, melding fields of color
remain. It is like looking at the world through
a prism—the suggestion is there, but each
object in the frame is distilled to color and
light. 

“It's like Georgia O'Keeffe said,”
Rocca paraphrased, “I paint
because I can't express this

in words.”

Rocca blurs photographs in a slow process that can take years COURTESY OF TRACY ROCCA
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ARTS | INTERVIEW

Pre-Apocalyptic
Sentiments

Local artists react to climate change

BY SARA MACNEIL

J
ust two years ago at the very
top of the world, extreme
heat melted the frozen

ground exposing an anthrax-
infected deer carcass. Greetings

from the End of the Earth at the
South Broadway Cultural
Center (1025 Broadway Blvd.
SE), is a three-person sculpture
show responding to this global
warming-induced
phenomenon. Here, beneath
the dome skylight of the
gallery, artists Justine Ortiz,
Mike Ortiz and Kris Mills show
sculptures of bizarre creatures
that provoke grief for the planet’s seemingly
inevitable doom. The show isn’t a picket sign
beating you over the head with an
environmental protest, but it does evoke a
present-day longing for the living things
scientists predict will one day—perhaps soon—
vanish. 

The architects of the show have diverse
backgrounds, brought together by curator
Augustine Romero. Mills, a small metals
instructor at UNM, welded a piece titled, “Love
in an Age of Insecurity,” a dark, surrealist
version of a wedding cake topper. In addition to
Mills is couple Justine and Mike Ortiz, two
retired commercial sculptors and movie prop
makers. For Greetings from the End of the Earth,
Mike created intricate robotic reliquaries in
wood. The sculptures function as caskets for
handmade animal miniatures.

Justine's 15-foot deer sculpture, “Out of the
Cold,” is arresting—for both its size and content.
During a phone call scheduled during a
rainstorm—interrupted by thunder-induced
static—she explained her history as a sculptor
and the significance of the show. “I could make
a sculpture like that in a week in my prime,” she
said about “Out of the Cold.” The towering deer
wears a fur cloak, opened to reveal a layer of
over-sized, sculpted ice cubes tucked beneath a
layer of soil, with tree logs that form a cage. The
piece is charming for its toy-like qualities yet
mystifying in its sheer height. When I asked her
about the cuteness factor, she explained a
scientific theory called “baby schema.” I did a
quick internet search for more background and
discovered the schema is about how cuteness
motivates care-taking behavior, which explained
why the sculptures look so much like a stuffed
animal. It's soft and adorable, but that’s not the
full story—so I asked, too, about the sculpture's
undeniable eeriness.

It harkens back to the inspiration for the
show—the horrific, visceral illustration of
climate change when one reindeer carcass

infected the water and soil of the remote Yamal
Peninsula of Russia with anthrax. As a result, 20
people were hospitalized, one 12-year-old boy
was killed and over 2,000 (living) reindeer were
infected with the disease. The frozen reindeer
carcass was 75 years old, but a 2016 heatwave
melted the top layer of soil, causing the
outbreak. Yamal locals call the area, “the end of
the Earth,” because of its position at one of the
northernmost stretches of the globe. “That got
me thinking about how things come back to
haunt us. Spores and bacteria can lay dormant
and reactivate,” Justine said. 

Justine has a long history of working with the
lingering vestiges of the past—whether it’s
reindeer carcasses, bones or dead bugs. When
she was in middle school she wanted to be an
entomologist and study insects. She never liked
killing them, but when she found bugs already
dead, she used them to create different mounted
shapes. Eventually, that interest led to picking
up road kill. Because the animals were damaged
she couldn’t use them for taxidermy, but she
used their skeletons to create art. “It was a way
of honoring the dead animal,” she said.

In conversation, Justine is subtle, but the
work she creates is anything but. Returning to
the subject of her work, she paused and signed as
she searched for the right words to describe the
far-reaching ideas behind her sculpture. “I don’t
know how to explain it. That’s why I make art,”
she said. Greetings from the End of the Earth says a
lot all by itself—articulately commenting on our
sometimes overlooked relationship with nature.
From cuddly, yet monstrous hybrid creatures
towering above us, to coffins for carved critters,
to nightmarish birds—there is no call to action
here, but a sense of mourning for what has been
and what will be lost.

Catch the closing reception for Greetings
from the End of the Earth on Friday, Aug. 17 from
5 to 8pm at the South Broadway Cultural
Center. If you can't make it to the closing, stop
by during normal gallery hours Tuesday through
Saturday 10am to 6pm until Saturday, Aug. 18.

a
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The sculptural works are both cute and eerie SARA MACNEIL
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THURSDAY AUG 16
SONG & DANCE
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Chatter Summer
Concert Series. Featuring lively and ethereal music each week
with new selections played by local classical musicians. 2000
Mountain Rd NW. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! 243-7255. alibi.com/v/5wiv.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Summer Thursday Jazz Nights:
Claudio Tolousse Band and Ryan Montaño Band. Soul and jazz
singer and guitarist, Claudio Tolousse performs live alongside
songwriting trumpeter, Ryan Montaño. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $10-$15.
7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0044. alibi.com/v/5qse.

FRIDAY AUG 17
ART
CORPUS ARTS The Non-Binary Coloring Book Relaunch Party.
Anastasio Wrobel gives an artist talk and book signing at the
upcoming re-release party, featuring local music and zine readings.
123 Seventh Street NW. 7-10pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/5wzy.

STAGE
BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Hive
Improv Comedy. An all-new long-form improv show comprised of
nine improvisers, comedians and actors who have graduated from
The Box's Improv program. 100 Gold Ave SW. $8. 10:15-11:30pm.
15+. 404-1578. alibi.com/v/5s4t.

MUSICAL THEATRE SOUTHWEST Nine, The Musical. The story of
a celebrated film director and his attempts to find a plot for his
next film as he is pursued by hordes of beautiful women, all clam-
oring to be loved by him alone. 6320 Domingo Rd NE. $20-$22.
7:30-10:30pm. 18+. 265-9119. alibi.com/v/5ves.

STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Joel McHale. The popular
comedian performs live. 7pm. 21+. alibi.com/v/5wr6. Also, 54
Jemez Dam. 9:30pm. 21+. 867-0000. alibi.com/v/5wrg.

VORTEX THEATRE Oleanna. Drama by David Mamet about the
accusations of sexual exploitation between a male university
professor and a female student. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $18-$22.
7:30pm. 13+. 247-8600. alibi.com/v/5xas.

SONG & DANCE
ERNIE PYLE LIBRARY AMP Concert: Julian Dossett. Enjoy live
music from the now local, bayou-bred musician. 900 Girard SE.
Noon-1pm. ALL-AGES! 256-2065. alibi.com/v/5v0y.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Michael Chapdelaine: National
Fingerstyle Guitar Champion. The program features music from
his 12 solo albums of original compositions, popular music
arrangements as well as traditional classical and Spanish guitar
music. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $10-$15. 7:30-10pm. 268-0044.
alibi.com/v/5xab.

SATURDAY AUG 18
OT CIRCUS GALLERY Artist Market and Pop-Up Shop. A bevy of
local artists, crafters and makers of awesome handmade goods
showing and selling their wonderful creations both inside the
gallery and outside in the lot attached to the gallery. 709 Central
Ave NW. 10am-2pm. ALL-AGES! (678) 923-2755.
alibi.com/v/5wv6.

WORDS
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Food Sovereignty the Navajo Way. An
author visit with Charlotte J. Frisbie who discusses her book, Food
Sovereignty the Navajo Way: Cooking with Tall Woman. 6901
Barstow St NE. 1-2pm. 857-8321. alibi.com/v/5wfh.

GHOSTWOLF GALLERY, Old Town Born to Bee Wild. In celebration
of National Honey Bee Awareness day and Bad Poetry day, artists
present bee-themed art, honey-centric snacks and poetry. Visitors
are encouraged to share terrible verses. 2043 S Plaza St NW.
1-4pm. 18+. 246-9653. alibi.com/v/5wrk.

PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE Charlotte J. Frisbie Signing Event. The
author discusses and signs her book, Food Sovereignty the Navajo
Way: Cooking with Tall Woman. 5850 Eubank Blvd NE. 4-5:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 294-2026. alibi.com/v/5wgf.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY The Great American Read and
Discsussion: Dune. Explore the power of books through the lens
of America’s 100 best-loved novels and highlight one of these
novels with a book discussion. 423 Central Ave NE. 10:30am-noon.
ALL-AGES! See 8/16 ESTHER BONE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Rio
Rancho listing.

CALENDAR | ARTS & LIT 

STAGE
BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE

Oppositeness: A Comedy Debate. Two teams of select comedians
debate three random topics for a chance to win a prize and to
defend their title. 100 Gold Ave SW. 7:30-8:30pm. 510-1389.
alibi.com/v/5xdz.

SONG & DANCE
ELENA GALLEGOS PICNIC AREA Jose Chicas. An evening of music
with local musicians. 7100 Tramway Blvd NE. 7pm. ALL-AGES!
452-5205. alibi.com/v/5ql4.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Anthem. A performance by Amy
Diane Morrow of Austin, Texas and Tel Aviv and Daniel Martinez
Rivera of Monterrey. Score by William Twain Morrow. 4121 Cutler
Ave NE. 7pm. ALL-AGES! 227-8583. alibi.com/v/5wd0.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Clay Art
Demonstration. Learn the essentials of hand-built and wheel-
thrown clay pieces. The demonstration is in conjunction with the
Resonations in Clay—Life on the Bosque Exhibit. 6500 Coors
Blvd NW. 9am-noon. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/5x65.

REMARQUE: NEW GROUNDS PRINT WORKSHOP Innovative
Approaches to Monotype Workshop. Experiment with many different
monotype techniques by applying and removing inks with a paint-
brush or a roller to a polymer plate and then printing the image
onto paper. 3812 Central Ave SE. $240. 10am-5pm. 18+.
268-8952. alibi.com/v/5ug8.

FILM
GUILD CINEMA New Mexico Entertainment's Morning Toons.
Wear pajamas, bring a blanket and take part in this Saturday
morning event with the family and friends and enjoy cartoons on
the big screen. Have some breakfast and enjoy the toons. 3405
Central Ave NE. 11:30am-12:30pm. 255-1848. alibi.com/v/5wsb.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY The Great American Read:
Dune (PG-13). Explore the power of books through the lens of
America’s 100 best-loved novels and highlight one of these novels
with a film showing. 423 Central Ave NE. 1:30-3:30pm. ALL-AGES!
See 8/16 ESTHER BONE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Rio Rancho listing.

SUNDAY AUG 19
SONG & DANCE
CANVAS ARTISTRY KITCHEN MUSIC ART BAR The Future Been
Black. This fully-immersive, afro-futuristic experience sets the
scene for uninhibited dance, signature drink specials and the
celebration of black women artists from the past, present and
future. 3120 Central Ave SE. 2-5pm. 21+. alibi.com/v/5w98.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Baracutanga. Live music
from the seven-piece band representing four different countries
including Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru and US, arranging traditional
South American rhythms in new and interesting ways. 1701 Fourth
Street SW. 7:30-10pm. 724-4771. alibi.com/v/5wt8.

LEARN
REMARQUE: NEW GROUNDS PRINT WORKSHOP Innovative
Approaches to Monotype Workshop. 3812 Central Ave SE. $240.
10am-5pm. 18+. See 8/18 listing.

THE YARN STORE Lecture Series: Kerry Mower. A third-generation
shepherd and one of only two blade shearers in the state, shares
tales and stories from his family's history with sheep. 120 Amherst
NE. 3-4pm. ALL-AGES! 717-1535. alibi.com/v/5wzp.

FILM
KIMO THEATRE Fake News: Journalism Goes to Hollywood
Features Spotlight. The Academy Award Best Picture winning film
is shown with a panel discussion to follow. 423 Central Ave NW.
2-5pm. 18+. 633-7374. alibi.com/v/5vm3.

WEDNESDAY AUG 22
STAGE
PALO DURO SENIOR CENTER Santa Fe Opera: Madame Butterfly.
This opera follows a beautifully traced arc for the title character,
from child bride who renounces religion in embracing of all things
American, to strong young mother who returns to her culture.
5221 Palo Duro Ave NE. $67. 4:30-11pm. 888-8102.
alibi.com/v/5wfp.

SONG & DANCE
NEW MEXICO VETERANS MEMORIAL Albuquerque Concert Band.
Bring family, friends, a picnic and enjoy an hour of great music.
1100 Louisiana Blvd SE. 6:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5x69.

LEARN
BACHECHI OPEN SPACE Nature Journaling: Music. Whether
creating or enjoying listening to music, learn about music and
the role it plays in the natural world. 9521 Rio Grande Blvd NW.
8:30-10am. ALL-AGES! 314-0398. alibi.com/v/5w6c.

ARTS & LIT

CALENDAR

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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BY ROBIN BABB

I
don’t know why I was so nervous going to

meet with Dr. Charlotte J. Frisbie. Perhaps

it was because of that “Dr.” part—she is a

multi-degreed expert in traditional Navajo

foodways, and I am, well a student of life,

shall we say. She could only meet up over

the weekend, as she was driving into town

from Chinle, Ariz., for a book signing event

at Bookworks on Sunday. When I met her,

my nerves quickly vanished—she is all grins,

a small woman with sandy hair and a

bottomless passion for anthropology and

food sovereignty. 
Frisbie is on tour with her book Food

Sovereignty the Navajo Way: Cooking with Tall
Woman, which was published this April by
UNM Press. She never toured with any of
her earlier books, so it’s kind of a novel
experience for her. Lest anyone think being
a published author is a glamorous affair, she
assures me that it’s largely been a process of
“driving around with hundreds of books in
the back of my car.” No hotel stays for her,
either: She’s stayed with friends on every
night of this trip.

Frisbie is used to moving from place to
place, though. Although she lives in Illinois
with her husband most of the year (she is a
professor of anthropology at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville), since 1963
she has spent much of her time living and
doing research in Chinle, a small settlement
in the Navajo Nation in northeastern
Arizona. It was there that she met Rose and
Frank Mitchell and their family, whom she
would come to know closely for many years.

Frisbie first came to Chinle on a grant to
study the Navajo Blessingway ceremony
and, more specifically, the singers who
perform the holy chants or songs involved in
the ceremony. Her advisor at the time
connected her with Frank Mitchell, a
revered Blessingway singer, tribe councilman
and judge, with whom she would publish her
first book, Navajo Blessingway Singer: The
Autobiography of Frank Mitchell, 1881-1967.
During and after Frank’s last year’s of life,
she also spent much time working beside his
wife Rose Mitchell, whose Navajo name
translates to “Tall Woman.” 

The Mitchells lived a very traditional
Navajo lifestyle—meaning they grew,
gathered or hunted most of their own food,
and they performed the traditional Navajo
ceremonies like the kinaaldá (girl’s puberty
ceremony) and the Blessingway ceremony.
Tall Woman still harvested and prepared
traditional Navajo foods such as sumac

berries cooked with clay and ntsidigo’í, or
kneel-down bread, even as those around her
began eating a more Anglo American diet
(read: lots of sugar and processed foods).
They didn’t have electricity, and Tall
Woman cooked and preserved her family’s
food without refrigeration or a gas stove.
She was a strong, resilient woman with
decades’ worth of hard-won wisdom. As
Frisbie says in the introduction of her book,
“Tall Woman was born six years after many
Navajos returned from incarceration at Fort
Sumner in New Mexico, and her life
included government ration programs;
mandated education; the arrival of the
railroad, trading posts, missionaries,
boarding schools and the automobile; a shift
from a subsistence economy to a wage-labor
economy; World Wars I and II; stock
reduction; the Commodity Food Program;
and so much more.”

Frisbie, who was originally studying
ethnomusicology, became interested in the
traditional foodways that Tall Woman
practiced. From 1963 to 1977 (the year of
Tall Woman’s death), Frisbie learned all she
could from Tall Woman—asking endless
questions, translating and transcribing
recipes and advice, taking photos of her
cooking process and working alongside her
to harvest, butcher, cook and serve food the
traditional way. Much of those years spent
working together informed Frisbie’s 2001
book Tall Woman: The Life and Story of Rose
Mitchell, a Navajo Woman, c. 1874-1977.
But Frisbie realized even then that there was

a whole other book to be written specifically
about food, as it related to the Mitchell
family and to the modern Navajo Nation as
a whole.

In Food Sovereignty the Navajo Way,
Frisbie discusses the way that the Navajo
diet has changed under colonization,
especially in the past century. In the ’20s,
the amount of rainfall in the Navajo Nation
and throughout the Southwest drastically
decreased due, Frisbie says, to climate
change and rampant overgrazing. As the
climate got drier and hotter, many of the
indigenous plants used by the Navajo for
food and medicine began to disappear. At
the same time, the Navajo Nation switched
more completely to a wage-work economy
rather than a subsistence-based economy,
and knowledge of how and where to gather
and prepare those plants has since faded
from the communal knowledge.

As the Navajo people’s knowledge of
traditional agriculture, hunting and
gathering practices languished, reliance on
supermarket food and the Commodity Food
Program (what later evolved into SNAP)
increased. This meant that refined wheat
flour began to replace the homegrown,
hand-ground cornmeal used for centuries in
Navajo cooking, sodas and junk food lined
the shelves of the grocery stores and people
began buying meat that came from factory
farms outside the Nation rather than raising
livestock themselves. This was about the
same time that rates of diabetes, obesity and

Navajo Food Sovereignty with
Dr. Charlotte J. Frisbie

The anthropologist talks indigenous food futures and her new book

FOOD NEWS

BY ROBIN BABB

UNM Taproom to Open in Fall
Two alumni made taproom dream

a reality
It was back in 2016 that University of New
Mexico students (now alumni) Sara Collins
and Gus Pedrotty proposed the construction
of a taproom on the Albuquerque campus.
After years of hard work and gaining approval
from university higher-ups, their vision is
finally becoming a reality. The UNM Taproom
began construction earlier this summer, and is
set to open in mid-September. It will serve
beers from several local breweries as well as a
small food menu. The taproom will share
kitchen space with Wise Pies, its neighbor in
the SUB food court.

“It started with a conference that we went
to at Colorado State [University],” says
Collins, who graduated from UNM in May.
“They’ve got a taproom in their student union
building. And it is a thriving community.”

Collins and Pedrotty took this kernel of an
idea and ran with it. They wanted to have a
space on campus where students and staff
could gather for less formal events, meetings
and social gatherings. But their proposal to
put a taproom on campus wasn’t met with
open arms at first. 

“When we started the project I wasn’t even
21. We knew we would be thought of as just
some college kids who wanted to drink,” says
Collins. “In a lot of those meetings we took,
people were ready to laugh us out of their
office.” But the students were soon taken
seriously after they demonstrated how much
research and legwork they were willing to do
to get this project off the ground. “The
amount of presentations and meetings we did
to make this happen should be standard. It’s
really proved that grassroots efforts can
accomplish things on a tight timescale, and
that the university does listen,” says Pedrotty. 

“UNM is really trying to cultivate this ‘Live,
Work, Play’ on campus thing,” says Pedrotty,
who sees the taproom as a great opportunity
to get students more involved in campus life.
They hope to have poets, comedians and
musicians perform in the space, and even to
encourage visiting scholars to give shortened,
casual versions of their academic lectures in
the taproom. It could be a great way for
students with full-time jobs to engage with
academics on their own schedules.

The layout of the taproom is based on a
design from a UNM architecture student,
whose whole class presented potential
designs for the taproom as their final projects.
While the taproom won’t have any brewing
equipment, Pedrotty hopes that there could
be some partnership with CNM’s new Brewing
and Beverage Management department in the
future. The two alumni have put in their work
on this project, and now it’s up to current
students to dictate what kind of force the
taproom will be in the UNM community.

Collins admits that there’s some bitter
irony in the fact that she and Pedrotty are no
longer students at UNM when the taproom is
finally opening, but she says, “We always
knew it wouldn’t open before we graduate.
And we’re fine with that.”

Both alumni hope that the taproom will be
an example to future students of just how
much students can create change with
grassroots efforts. “It’s such a testament to
students being the voice of the university,”
says Collins. a

Tall Woman cooking a meal in a ground pit CHARLOTTE J. FRISBIE
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other diet-related illnesses began to
skyrocket in the Navajo Nation. If you’ve
guessed that there’s a causal link here, it’s
because you’re paying attention.

In chapters 2 and 3 of her book, Frisbie
offers up dozens of recipes and instructions
for living a self-sufficient life the Navajo
way, all gleaned from Tall Woman. Here we
learn how to identify and prepare many
plants used in Navajo cooking like
goosefoot, green amaranth and sweetgrass.
We learn about the culinary ash (usually
made from juniper wood) that Navajo
people used in their baked goods, and the
light-colored clay that was used to sweeten
some foods. We learn how to butcher a
sheep, including what the tastiest parts to
eat are and how to cook or preserve every
last scrap. This part of the book is an
excellent resource for anyone looking to
know more about ancient ways of eating and
how they might be incorporated into
modern diets.

In chapter 4, Frisbie reflects on current
food sovereignty efforts in the Navajo
Nation and around the country. She
enumerates the big steps that have already
been made—like the Healthy Diné Nation
Act that passed in 2014, which created a 2
percent tax on minimal-to-no-nutritional
value foods like soda and candy, from which
all the funds go to creating community
wellness projects like wellness centers,
vegetable gardens and farmers’ markets. She
praises the grassroots organizations and
individuals that are making food sovereignty
their goal: groups like Native
Seeds/SEARCH, which works to preserve
and distribute seeds indigenous to the

American Southwest; chefs and food
activists like Sean Sherman in Minneapolis,
who is reclaiming Native American cuisine
through his cooking; and the Resilience
Garden at the Indian Pueblo Cultural
Center here in Albuquerque that practices
“traditional Pueblo farming techniques and
cultivate[s] endangered Pueblo crops.”

I don’t know if Tall Woman ever used the
term “food sovereignty” or considered
herself a part of a larger movement, but the
work she did in preserving traditional
foodways—and the work that Dr. Frisbie has
done in collecting and publishing that
knowledge—is a valuable tool in the efforts
to revitalize indigenous food. This wisdom
can help future generations plot a course for
food sovereignty in a rapidly changing
climate and culture.

Since food sovereignty efforts have
sprung up in the Navajo Nation, Frisbie says
she’s seen massive changes in Chinle. The
stores there are stocking fewer sodas and
sugary drinks and more traditional foods like
jerky and blue cornbread. Funds from the
Healthy Diné Nation Act have helped
create a community garden. Navajo
Technical College has started a culinary
program that includes education in making
traditional Navajo foods. “More and more of
the younger generation are starting to
garden,” Frisbie says. “It’s very exciting to
witness.” a

Dr. Frisbie will be signing and speaking about her
book, Food Sovereignty the Navajo Way, at Page
1 Books (5850 Eubank Blvd.) this Saturday, Aug.
18, at 4pm. Copies of the book will be for sale, as

well as some copies of Frisbie’s older works.

Tall Woman sorting fresh corn CHARLOTTE J. FRISBIE
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University
Eats
BY ROBIN BABB

A new school year is beginning at UNM, and that

means an influx of freshman from all over. Hopefully

those freshman are wise enough to pick up a copy of

Weekly Alibi, because y’all could learn a few things in

these pages. As you settle into your class schedules

and your dorm rooms, make sure you scope out the

University Heights neighborhood and all it has to

offer as well—especially the many restaurants, bars

and cafés that were put there mainly for your

enjoyment, dear student. Whether you’re looking for

a place to mainline coffee and study all day or just

want a break from cafeteria food, there’s plenty on

offer: O Ramen has a cheap student special curry

plate and Winning Coffee, always a classic, is there

for you when you need to organize a student union

meeting. It’s really easy to get trapped on campus

and to lose track of the outside world when you’re in

college, so consider Weekly Alibi your guide on

where to go, what to do and what to eat in the area.

Welcome to Albuquerque, kid. Hope you like your

chile hot. a

UNIVERSITY

ANNAPURNA’S WORLD VEGETARIAN
CAFÉ
2201 Silver Ave SE, 262-2424 • $

[Vegetarian/Health Foods, Specialty Food Store,
Bakery/Sweets] Ayurvedic cuisine supposedly works
with your body’s natural energies and constitution to
create “soul” food that’s on a whole new plane. Winners
of Best Vegetarian in our restaurant poll several years
running, Annapurna’s food is satisfying but never heavy
and, well, you just feel better after you eat there. Try
Sunday brunch with spiced gluten-free, vegan
pancakes and breakfast quinoa (but you’ll have to live
without scrambled eggs, sorry). The shaded courtyard
to the side of the restaurant is spectacular.

BANDIDO HIDEOUT
2128 Central Ave SE, 242-5366 • $

[Mexican, Mariscos/Mexican Seafood] Look
beyond the marketing gimmick of the poor, sweaty guy
asphyxiating on the Central median, face concealed
behind a sequined Mexican wrestling mask. Either
chow down inside the colorful restaurant (try the fresh
peanut salsa and horchata) or have items from its
extensive menu delivered directly to your door. Sundays
feature a spectacular display of tableside live mariachi
music. (Be forewarned: If you know a little Spanish,
your interactions with the staff will go much more
smoothly.) Open ’til 11pm on Fridays and Saturdays!

CARRARO'S PIZZA & JOE’S PLACE
108 Vassar Dr SE, 268-2300 • $

[Pizza, Italian, Bar and Grill/Pub] In the front, it's a
standard restaurant laid out with a small bar and big
window facing the street. Travel a short way through a
blacklit hall and enter the kind of divey neighborhood

hangout this city needs more of, complete with TVs, a
jukebox, a ping-pong table, air hockey and arcade
games. Though the entire menu is available no matter
where you choose to spend your time, you can't go
wrong with the twisty-crust pizza. 

DUGGAN’S COFFEE
2227 Lead Ave SE, 312-7257 • $

[Coffee/Tea/Espresso] An upstart contender in the
crowded UNM coffee-shop scene, this small, well-
appointed space is great for cramming before finals or
scarfing down a quick breakfast before school or a
salad and a sandwich for lunch. So far, the main
drawback seems to be that its location—wedged
between a laundromat and a piñata store—is just
about impossible to find. Fortunately, a new sign helps
solve that problem. 

EL PATIO DE ALBUQUERQUE
142 Harvard Dr SE, 268-4245 • $$

[New Mexican] A can’t-miss New Mexican spot
steeped in lived-in UNM area charm. There are amazing
beans, potatoes and, of course, sopaipillas. And some
really tasty green chile chicken enchiladas, all of which
are complemented by a cerveza or a wine cocktail. And
live guitar music. And a cool patio on which to take the
evening air. If there’s Frito pie on the specials board,
get it.

KAI'S CHINESE RESTAURANT
138 Harvard Dr SE, 266-8388 • $

[Chinese] So many reasons why we love Kai’s: It’s
cheap even by cheapskate standards. The service is
friendly, and the food comes out in a flash. It’s close to
the University, and there’s parking in the back. If you’re
bored, you can either look at the pictures of kung fu
heroes all over the walls or check out the action in the
open kitchen. If you’ve got $10 and an empty stomach,
Kai’s will take care of you.

MAZAYA CAFE
120 Harvard Dr SE, 582-2447 • $$

[Middle Eastern] Where Mazaya really excels is in
creating a wide variety of mouthwatering and intriguing
flavors that keep you reaching for just one more bite.
Take a study break with a bowl of creamy hummus. Go
for dinner with your friends and try a savory kefta wrap
or a platter of momo dumplings with a Nepalese
masala dipping sauce.

O RAMEN AND CURRY HOUSE
2114 Central Ave SE, 508-1897 • $$

[Asian, Japanese] This University area restaurant
takes advantage of whatever natural law it is that
makes college students and ramen noodles a perfect
culinary pairing. The ramen bowls come in three basic
broths: chicken, veggie and the iconic, milky tonkatsu,
made from boiled pork bones. It’s delicious, bolstering
stuff and offered at a great price. Also, check out the
Japanese microbrews!

WINNING COFFEE CO.
111 Harvard Dr SE, 266-0000 • $

[Coffee/Tea/Espresso, New Mexican,
Bakery/Sweets] Winning Coffee continues to be a
University staple. In addition to delish java, this comfy
joint offers a full breakfast menu including eggs,
quiches, breakfast burritos and bagels. It also has a
fairly extensive lunch menu consisting of daily soup
specials, salads and sandwiches. The joe and grub are
reasonably priced. The people-watching, especially on
the streetside, is incredibly entertaining and 100
percent free.

Weekly Alibi wants to give props where props are due to the fine
palaces of gastronomy in Albuquerque, and we need your help to
do it. Between Aug. 22 and Sept. 11, readers can nominate their
favorite restaurants in our Best of Burque Restaurants poll. Then
we’ll round up the top five restaurants in each category, and you

can cast your vote for the best between Sept. 12 and Sept. 26. So
let your voice be heard, and let us know where to get the finest

royal feast in town. Head to alibi.com to cast your vote.

Chowtown
a rotating guide to restaurants we like

suggest a restaurant or search for more at:

w alibi.com/chowtown

These listings have no connection with Alibi advertising

KEY:  $ = Inexpensive $8 or less  | $$ = Moderate $8 to $15  | $$$ = Expensive $15 to $20  | $$$$ = Very Expensive $20 and up  
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Never Goin’ Back
Dumb teenage stoner comedy lets the ladies do the 

dirty work for a change

time. While the gals bide their time and
daydream of eating doughnuts on the beach,
life (and their own general ineptitude)
intrude. Angela and Jessie (in no particular
order) get arrested, lose their rent money,
have their water shut off, fail to wash their
uniforms, party a lot, get stoned a lot, and
basically do anything and everything to avoid
actually going to work and earning money
they need for their big vacation trip. Will
their humble dreams of splashing in the surf
come true or not?

Never Goin’ Back tries to emulate the
deadpan humor of Office Space—right down
to the slo-mo walking and ironic gangsta rap
music. But Frizzell’s script is less about setting
up jokes and more about watching characters
joke with one another. It’s not the same thing.
The parade of embarrassing stunts our
heroines pull and the low-grade humiliations
they subsequently endure is supposed to be
the center ring attraction here. What few gags
there are feel uninspired and overly familiar.
Example: The girls finally do show up at work
… but they just gobbled a bunch of brownies
at a party … but they were pot brownies …
and they didn’t know they were pot brownies
… and now they’re super stoned. At work! Ha.
Also, Jessie hasn’t pooped in three days.
Double ha.

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Popcorn and Frybread
The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center (2401 12th
Street NW) presents a special movie screening
of Holt Hamilton’s Native American
mockumentary More Than Frybread on
Thursday, Aug. 16. You can catch it under the
stars in the mural-lined IPCC courtyard starting
at 8:30pm. The film—starring Tatanka Means,
Greg Fernandez and May Kim Titla—follows
the inter-tribal chaos that erupts when
representatives from Navajo, Tohono O’odham,
Yavapai-Apache, Hopi and Hualapai nations
gather in Flagstaff to compete in the first
State of Arizona frybread cooking competition.
Appropriately enough, frybread is available for
sale in the courtyard during the screening. This
is a fundraising event benefitting the 2018
Pueblo Film Fest, hitting the Cultural Center
this Nov. 16 through 18. A $5 suggested
donation gets you in the door. For more info go
to indianpueblo.org.

Jounalism in the Spotlight
The New Mexico Humanities Council’s
film/discussion series “Fake News: Journalism
Goes to Hollywood” returns Sunday, Aug. 19
to the KiMo Theatre (423 Central Ave. NW).
This month the film screening will be 2015’s
Spotlight. The Academy Award-nominated film
tells the true life story of Boston Globe
investigative journalists who reported on cases
of widespread and systemic child abuse in the
Boston area by numerous Roman Catholic
priests. In 2003 the “Spotlight” reporters
earned The Globe a Pulitzer Prize for Public
Service. The film features an ensemble cast,
including Mark Ruffalo, Michael Keaton, Rachel
McAdams and Stanley Tucci. Following the film
there will be an on-stage panel discussion
about the state of modern journalism involving
Alibi film editor Devin D. O’Leary (that’s me),
award-winning journalist Erin Berkovitch,
state editor for the Albuquerque Journal Bruce
Daniels and UNM’s department chair in
Communication & Journalism David Weiss.
Sponsored in conjunction with the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation and the Pulitzer Prizes,
“Journalism Goes to Hollywood” is part of the
“Democracy and the Informed Citizen”
initiative. The initiative is aimed at deepening
the public’s knowledge and appreciation of the
interconnections joining democracy, the
humanities, journalism and an informed
citizenry. The screening starts at 2pm.
Admission is free.

Maid in New Mexico
The locally made indie comedy The Merry
Maids of Madness has been making the film
festival rounds since serving as Opening Night
Film at the 2016 Albuquerque Film & Music
Experience. “Inspired by the women of
Shakespeare,” the film follows stressed-out
Beatrice (Jenn Daugherty) as she checks
herself into the Stratford Home for Rest and
Rehabilitiation and runs into other troubled
ladies such as Tonya (Amy Baklini), Viola
(Rebekah Wiggins), Kate (Sarah Minnich),
Juliet (Madi Frost) and Ophelia (Amy
Bourque). The award-winning film, which was
written by Jenn Daugherty and directed by
Phillip Hughes, is finally available for
streaming. You can check it out yourself by
renting or buying it right now on Amazon or
Vimeo. What are you waiting for? Get out there
and support local film. For more details go to
facebook.com/merrymaidsofmadness. a

Angela and Jessie are perky and they talk
an awful lot. They’ve certainly got youthful
energy on their side. There’s probably
something endearing about their close
friendship. Mitchell and Moronne do manage
to imbue their conjoined characters with the
lived-in chemistry of besties. But mostly,
they’re a couple of clingy codependent
knuckleheads. Their failure-filled quest to
earn a break from their non-working lives
feels like a dumbed-down version of the
existential madness of Martin Scorsese’s After

Hours as enacted by Bill and Ted’s drug-addled
little sisters. And the scary thing is Angela
and Jessie are probably the smartest, least
irritating characters in the film. Sadly,
however, our heroines don’t even have the
charisma of Lloyd and Harry from Dumb and

Dumber. Or Beavis and Butt-Head, for that
matter. Their dialogue and character traits are
more or less interchangeable. And yet, the
film would have us believe that everything is
going to work out just fine for these gals. “Be
awful, and life will reward you” seems to be
the moral of this story.

The best defense that can be mounted for
the film is this: If you’re not a teenage girl, it’s
probably not aimed at you. Are you in the
demographic that gets flipped off by these
rude, crude partners in crime? Stay away. If,
however, you’re a teenage girl and want to see
a buddy stoner comedy starring the ladies for a
change, then Never Goin’ Back fits the bill.
The unfortunate thing is it’s hard to shake the
lingering feeling that Frizzell had something
deeper, more dramatic and far more
transgressive in mind—but got lazy and
settled for weed jokes and projectile vomiting
instead. a

Never Goin’ Back
Written and directed by Augustine Frizzell

Starring Maia Mitchell, Camila Morrone

Rated R

Opens Friday 8/17

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

W
hether you find Never Goin’ Back a

hilarious tribute to the wild

shenanigans of youth or a depressing

wake-up call about the horrors of the

Millennial Generation may depend largely on

your age group. Allegedly inspired by the crazy

teenage hijinks of first-time filmmaker

Augustine Frizzell (granddaughter of

singer/songwriter Lefty Frizzell, for what it’s

worth), the film feels less like a thoughtfully

constructed narrative and more like a sketchy

anecdote related at a late-night party. One

that feels far less funny in the sober light of

day.
The gleefully self-absorbed comedy

revolves around inseparable 17-year-old BFFs
and high school dropouts Angela (Maia
Mitchell from “The Fosters” and the Teen

Beach Party movies) and Jessie (Camila
Morrone from the recent Death Wish remake).
Their so-called lives consist of drawing dicks
on one another’s faces with Magic Markers,
flipping off cranky old people and doing more
than enough drugs to get through double
shifts at the crummy family restaurant at
which they both wage-slave. Occasionally,
they make out with one another—not because
they’re gay or a couple or anything, but
because that’s just a thing young people do
now. (Or so I gather.) 

Desperate to break out of their
impoverished, suburban Dallas rut, Angela
shells out for a vacation rental on the beach
in Galveston to celebrate Jessie’s 17th
birthday. It’s all set to go down in one week’s

“Dude, where’s my car?”



AUGUST 16-22, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [27]



 [28]     WEEKLY ALIBI AUGUST 16-22, 2018



AUGUST 16-22, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [29]

A
ll good things must come to an end. All bad
things too. And so, after six years of
“mockbuster” foolishness, we must bid a fond

(or not so fond, as the case may be) farewell to
Syfy’s infamous Sharknado franchise. The sixth
and final film, The Last Sharknado: It’s About
Time, hits the airwaves this Sunday, Aug. 19.

Back in 2013 Syfy decided to team up with
low-budget, direct-to-DVD movie studio The
Asylum. Founded in 1997 The Asylum
specialized in cheapo knockoffs of Hollywood
hits. By hiring washed-up TV actors (Lorenzo
Lamas! David Chokachi! Carmen Electra!) and
employing the cheapest CGI effects money could
buy, Transformers became Transmorphers, The Day
the Earth Stood Still became The Day the Earth
Stopped, Jurassic World became Triassic World,
Pacific Rim became Atlantic Rim. You get the idea. 

Syfy and Asylum decided to parody Discovery
Channel’s long-running “Shark Week”
promotion (a basic cable staple since 1988),
airing the preposterous disaster mash-up
Sharknado. Directed by Anthony C. Ferrante
(Headless Horseman) and written by Thunder
Levin (Mutant Vampire Zombies From the ’Hood),
the film told the story of a freak cyclone that
scooped up man-eating sharks and dropped them
on Los Angeles. Fighting off this swirling disaster
were beach bar-owning surfer Fin Shepard
(“Beverly Hills 90210” C-lister Ian Ziering) and
his ex-wife, April (Hollywood flameout Tara
Reid). In the end the humans won. (By blowing
up the cyclone with a bomb.) Both self-
mockingly “bad” and quite literally bad, the film
was nonetheless a ratings bonanza.

Four increasingly silly sequels followed.
(Sharknado 2: The Second One was the series
MVP, luring 3.87 million viewers in 2014.)
Among the developments: a sharknado hit New

York, David Hasselhoff showed up as Fin’s
astronaut dad, sharks landed on the moon, April
died and came back as a cyborg and Tara Reid
wrote a book (the least realistic thing in the
whole series). Among the winking cameos
surrounding the sharky shenanigans: Downtown
Julie Brown, Bo Derek, Mark McGrath, Cheryl
Tiegs, David Faustino, Gilbert Gottfried, Steve
Guttenberg, Donna Mills, Wayne Newton, Gena
Lee Nolin, Dr. Drew Pinsky, Kathy Lee Gifford,
Al Roker, Paul Shaffer, Carrot Top, Adrian
Zmed and Mark Cuban. By the time 2017’s
Sharknado 5: Global Swarming rolled around, the
low-budget series had degenerated into repetition
(the sharknado is in London now! in Rome! in
Cairo!) and drop-ins from a lot of very wrinkled
“stars” (Charo, Samantha Fox, Bret Michaels,
Nichelle Nichols, Geraldo Rivera, Olivia
Newton-John, Greg Louganis, Fabio).

If you feel the need to refresh your memory,
however, you can wallow in an all-day
Sharknado marathon courtesy of Syfy. On
Sunday, Aug. 19, the network will air Sharknado
(8am), Sharknado 2: The Second One (10am),
Sharknado 3: Oh Hell No! (12pm), Sharknado:
The 4th Awakens (2pm) and Sharknado 5: Global
Swarming (4pm). The marathon is topped off by
the premiere of The Last Sharknado: It’s About
Time (6pm and 8:02pm), in which Fin and
April’s mysteriously grown-up son (Dolph
Lundgren—don’t ask) takes his dad on a trip
through time (Nazis! dinosaurs! Noah’s ark!) to
stop the sharknadoes once and for all. 

So, goodbye and thanks, Sharknado. You were
dumb and cheap, but—as advertised—you had
sharks. In a tornado. a

The Last Sharknado: It’s About Time airs Sunday, Aug.
19 at 6pm on Syfy.

TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

“WE Day” (KOAT-7 7pm) John Stamos,
Jennifer Aniston and The
Chainsmokers “celebrate young world
changers that are setting a new
standard for what it means to make a
difference locally and globally.” …
Yeah, nothing says “young world
changer” like host John Stamos.

SATURDAY 18

“DuckTales” (Disney 10:30am) The
first season of Disney’s solid reboot of
“DuckTales” features the introduction
of longtime nemesis Magica De Spell
(former “Doctor Who”/“The Office” star
Catherine Tate), a visit by Gizmoduck
(Broadway king Lin-Manuel Miranda)
and a special appearance by Don
Cheadle (as Donald Duck’s “new”
voice). Damn, that’s some impressive
cameo action there, Disney.

SUNDAY 19

“Shades of Blue” (KOB-4 9pm)
Jennifer Lopez’ melodramatic NYC cop
drama ends its run after three
seasons’ worth of “I vaguely recall
that’s a show” action.

MONDAY 20

“Carpool Karaoke: When Corden Met
McCartney Live From Liverpool”
(KRQE-13 7pm) James Corden’s
memorable team-up with a joyfully
nostalgic Paul McCartney is
highlighted in this latest collection of
bits from “The Late Late Show.”

“2018 MTV Video Music Awards”
(MTV/VH1 7pm) The only music
video I’ve seen in the last year?
Childish Gambino’s “This is
America.” Kinda hope it wins.

“Little Life on the Prairie” (TLC
8:02pm) Oh, look. TLC found
another couple with
achondroplasia dwarfism to
follow around with cameras. And
they own a farm. Just like the
Roloff family on TLC’s “Little
People, Big World.” Soon all
farmers of short stature will work
for TLC. It’s the way of the world.

TUESDAY 21

“Too Stupid to Die” (MTV 6pm) I
feel like the title of this new
hidden camera prank series
applies to every reality show ever
aired on MTV.

“Betty White: First Lady of
Television” (KNME-5 7pm) The
96-year-old star of “The Mary
Tyler Moore Show,” “Golden Girls”
and a whole lot of TV game
shows gets the career
retrospective she deserves,
courtesy of PBS.

WEDNESDAY 22

“The Story of the Royals” (KOAT-7
8pm) The Kansas City Royals? …
Oh, those British ones? Pass.
a

THURSDAY 16

“SuperMansion: Summer Vacation
Special” (Sony Crackle streaming
anytime) The stop-motion
superheroes of “SuperMansion”
(airing exclusively on Sony’s Crackle
streaming app) take some time off
and run into former President Barack
Obama (voiced by comedian Jay
Pharoah).

FRIDAY 17

“Disenchantment” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Where “Simpsons”
deconstructed family sitcoms and
“Futurama” mined sci-fi for comedy
gold, Matt Groening’s newest
animated show looks to the world of
fantasy for laughs. Abbi Jacobson
(“Broad City”) stars as a booze-
fueled princess who skips out on a
fairy tale wedding and befriends a
naïve elf (Nat Faxon) and a tiny
demon (Eric Andre).

“Magic For Humans” (Netflix
streaming anytime)
Magician/comedian Justin Willman
hits the road trying to “master the art
of being human.” Not sure what that
means. But he can conjure spiders.

Once Bitten
The Last Sharknado on Syfy
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subtitles. 124 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday
8/17 at Guild Cinema)

What Will People Say?
A 16-year-old girl leads a double life. At home
she is the perfect daughter to Pakistani immi-
grants. Out with her friends, however, she is an
ordinary Swedish teenager. When dad catches
her in bed with her boyfriend, however, her two
worlds come crashing together. This empathetic
look at second generation immigrants works hard
to understand both sides of this generational di-
vide, painting the daughter as quietly rebellious
and the father as lovingly exasperated. In Norwe-
gian and Urdu and English subtitles. 106 min-
utes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 8/17 at Guild
Cinema)

STILL PLAYING

Ant-Man and The Wasp
Marvel breaks out a sequel to its 2015 action
comedy hit Ant-Man. This time around our pint-
sized hero/single father (Paul Rudd) is teamed
up with a no-nonsense female counterpart
(Evangeline Lilly) to battle a dangerous, phase-
shifting villain named Ghost. Laurence Fishburne
also joins the cast as scientist Bill Foster, whom
longtime comic book fans will surely recognize.
118 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Cottonwood
Stadium 16, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Flix
Brewhouse)

BlacKkKlansman
Spike Lee (Do the Right Thing) directs this
punchy, in-your-face mixture of playful blaxploita-
tion action, canny comedy and true-life biogra-
phy. This crazy tale of an African-American police
officer (John David Washington) who goes under-
cover in the Ku Klux Klan (and even becomes the
chapter president) is actually based on a real in-
cident in early ’70s Colorado Springs. Funny,
timely and loaded with unexpected style, this
marks a major return to form for Lee after a
decade or so of misfires. 135 minutes. R. (Cen-
tury Rio, High Ridge)

Christopher Robin
In this live-action/animated fantasy, a middle-
aged Christopher Robin (Ewan McGregor)—real-
life star of the A.A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh
books—finds himself going through a midlife cri-
sis. And who should show up at his doorstep in
urban London? How about the silly ol' bear him-
self and his pals from the Hundred Acre Wood
(rendered in CGI as perfect stuffed animals come
to life). 104 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, AMC Al-
buquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema)

and former lovers all provide a glimpse into Mc-
Queen's notoriously private world. The emphasis
is, rightfully, on the fashion—focusing on the five
iconic collections that made his inventive and oc-
casionally outrageous career. 111 minutes. R.
(Opens Friday 8/16 at High Ridge)

Mile 22
Mark Wahlberg has a gun. Do you need to know
more than that? … OK, fine. Here, he plays an
"elite American Intelligence officer," aided by a
"top-secret tactical command unit" (which in-
cludes MMA fighter Ronda Rousey) who must
smuggle a mysterious intelligence asset with sen-
sitive information out of an American embassy in
Southeast Asia to an airfield for extraction. All
they've got to do is fend off evil terrorists for 22
miles. 95 minutes. R. (Opens Thursday 8/16 at
Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brew-
house, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Morning Toons
New Mexico Entertainment Magazine invites you
to grab your pajamas and sample a selection of
classic cartoons from your childhood (assuming
your childhood coincided with the release of
these cartoons). 100 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Saturday 8/18 at Guild Cinema)

Never Goin' Back
Reviewed this issue. 85 minutes. R. (Opens Fri-
day 8/16 at High Ridge)

Pandas—An IMAX 3D Experience
This is one of those short nature documentaries
produced for museum IMAX theaters. Kristen Bell
narrates the story of a researcher in Sichuan,
China, who forms a bond with Quian Quian, a
captive panda who is about to experience nature
for the first time. 40 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Friday 8/17 at AMC Albuquerque 12)

Rifftrax Live: Krull
The usual Rifftrax crew (Michael J. Nelson, Kevin
Murphy, Bill Corbett) make fun of 1983's would-
be sci-fi/fantasy epic Krull. 130 minutes. PG-13.
(Opens Thursday 8/23 at Century Rio, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16)

The Third Murder
Gentle realist Hirokazu Kore-Eda (After Life; Still
Walking; Like Father, Like Son) briefly drops fam-
ily politics to contribute this courtroom drama
about the murder of a factory president. It's an
open-and-shut case. Refined attorney Shigemori
(Masaharu Fukuyama) just has to figure out how
to procure a life sentence for his client, rather
than a death penalty. Despite the fact that his
client confessed to the crime, Shigemori's job is
to make sure that the truth never comes out in
court. The result is an icy-cold puzzle focusing not
on "who?" but "why?" In Japanese with English

Crazy Rich Asians
Kevin Kwan's hit novel gets the fist-class roman-
tic comedy treatment courtesy of director Jon M.
Chu (Step Up 2: The Streets, Justin Beiber: Never
Say Never, Jem and the Holograms). Middle class
native New Yorker Rachel (Constance Wu from
"Fresh Off the Boat") heads to Singapore to meet
her humble boyfriend's family. Much to her sur-
prise, he turns out to be the scion of one of the
top 10 wealthiest families in Asia. But what will
happen when he introduces Rachel to his con-
trolling mother and the rest of his close-knit clan
during the society wedding of the year? Among
the cast of this charming, funny, romantic and ri-
dic-ulously opulent flick are Henry Golding,
Michelle Yeoh, Ken Jeong, Awkwafina, Jimmy O.
Yang and Harry Shum Jr. 120 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, High
Ridge)

The Darkest Minds
Hollywood tries to launch another young adult
sci-fi series by mashing together X-Men and The
Maze Runner. In the near future, a strange dis-
ease has wiped out 98 percent of children under
age 20. The surviving 2 percent develop amazing
super powers. Naturally, they're hunted and
herded into internment camps by creepy govern-
ment types. Just as naturally, one preternaturally
talented young woman (Amandla Stenberg from
The Hunger Games) must escape and lead her
fellow teens in a rebellion against totalitarian
government forces. It's based on Alexandra
Bracken's YA series (six books and counting).
105 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio)

Death of a Nation
Right-wing nut job Dinesh D'Souza (Obama's
America, Hillary's America: The Secret History of
the Democratic Party) unleashes another one of
this deplorable political documentaries. Hilari-
ously, this one tries to explicitly equate the presi-
dency of Abraham Lincoln with the presidency of
Donald Trump. Purely coincidentally, in May of
this year, D'Souza received a full pardon from
Donald Trump for his felony count of illegal cam-
paign contributions. 109 minutes. PG-13. (Cen-
tury Rio)

Dog Days
Trying to wedge itself alongside such intercon-
nected, ensemble cast rom-coms as Love Actu-
ally and Valentine's Day is this syrupy tale of
lovelorn Los Angelenos who cross paths at a
local dog park. Nina Dobrev, Adam Pally, Laura
Lapkus, Eva Longoria, Thomas Lennon and Tig
Notaro are among our would-be romantic cou-
ples. Ken Marino (of cult comedy troupe The
State) directs. His wife, Erica Oyama ("Burning
Love," "The Eric Andre Show") provides the

How To Talk To Girls At Parties

OPENING THIS WEEK

2018 Sundance Film Festival Short Film

Tour
The best short films from this year's Sundance
Film Festival get packaged together and trotted
out on the road. For the price of a ticket, you get
seven mini-movies—dramas, comedies, docu-
mentaries, musicals. The films themselves come
from all over the world: South Korea, Canada,
Sweden, Spain and right here in the US. 95 min-
utes. Unrated. (Opens Tuesday 8/21 at Guild Cin-
ema)

Alpha
In this family-oriented adventure drama, a lost
young hunter (Kodi Smit-McPhee, X-Men: Apoca-
lypse) befriends an injured wolf during Earth's
last Ice Age, inadvertently creating domesticated
canines and initiating the world's first "boy and
his dog" story. 96 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Thurs-
day 8/16 at Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Easy A
Emma Stone stars in this savvy, thoughtful (and
quite funny) teen comedy from 2010. She plays
Olive, a smart high-schooler who dreams of living
in a John Hughes movie and is stuck in a bad re-
make of The Scarlet Letter (but not the Demi
Moore version, she likes to point out). In an effort
to impress her best gal-pal, Olive makes up a lie
about losing her virginity. In today's iPhone era,
the rumor spreads like wildfire, and Olive is soon
branded the school tramp. Instead of fighting the
accusations, she decides to embrace them, milk-
ing her newfound infamy for all its bad-girl glory.
Naturally, things go very wrong. The film is occa-
sionally too self-conscious, winking at its bibliog-
raphy a bit too much (Sixteen Candles montages,
a Say Anything... tribute). But Stone is superb.
92 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Wednesday 8/22 at
Flix Brewhouse)

Fast Times at Ridgemont High
Thanks to its soon-to-be-famous cast, this 1982
classic is one of the most iconic teen sex films in
history, perfectly balancing high school drama
(Jennifer Jason Leigh), raucous comedy (Sean
Penn) and legendary boobs (Phoebe Cates!). 90
minutes. R. (Opens Monday 8/20 at Flix Brew-
house)

Geetha Govindam
A 25-year-old virgin named Govindam (Vijay Dev-
erakonda) falls in love with a "peppy" girl named
Geetha (Rashmika Mandanna) and does his best
to impress her in this romantic comedy. In Telugu
with English subtitles. 150 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Thursday 8/16 at Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque)

How To Talk To Girls At Parties
Based on the short story by Neil Gaiman (Sand-
man, American Gods, Coraline) and directed by
John Cameron Mitchell (Hedwig and the Angry
Inch), this sci-fi rom-com takes us to ’70s Lon-
don where teenage comic book artist Enn (Alex
Sharp) and his punk rock pals crash a party—
only to find it filled with bizarre teenagers from
another planet. That doesn't stop Enn from falling
instantly in love with Zan (Elle Fanning), a beauti-
ful and rebellious alien fascinated by life on
Earth. Together, the two embark on a mad adven-
ture through London's musical underworld. 103
minutes. R. (Opens Friday 8/17 at Guild Cinema)

An Interview With God
Described as a "mystery/drama" this faith-based
film shadows a Christian journalist in a "life cri-
sis" (Brenton Thwaites, The Giver) who finds his
world "increasingly challenged" when he is
granted an interview with a man who claims to
be the big G (actual great actor David
Strathairn). 97 minutes. PG. (Opens Monday
8/20 at Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

McQueen
The life and career of outsized British fashion de-
signer Alexander McQueen is given the once-over
in this intimate documentary. Colleagues, friends
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Mama Mia! Here We Go Again
In the 2008 original we got a lot of very bad
karaoke versions of ABBA songs and a story
about how Meryl Streep slept with so many
dudes she couldn't remember who the father of
her about-to-be-married daughter (Amanda
Seyfried) was. In this sequel, the former bride is
pregnant, grandma (Cher) shows up, and we get
flashbacks to that magical summer 30 years ago
when young Meryl Streep (Lily James) banged
young Pierce Brosnan (Jeremy Irvine), young Stel-
lan Skarsgard (Josh Dylan) and young Colin Firth
(Hugh Skinner). Also, more ABBA songs. 108
minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

The Meg
Bald bad-ass Jason Statham (The Transporter) is
a deep sea rescue expert called upon to save
some oceanographers trapped in an experimen-
tal sub at the bottom of the Mariana Trench. Un-
fortunately, the rescue effort ticks off a very large,
very prehistoric shark, who proceeds to deliver
his best Jaws imitation. Predictable, loud and
kinda silly, this Chinese-produced monster movie
at least has some fun action and credible special
effects. Reviewed in v27 i32. 113 minutes. PG-
13. (Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Mission: Impossible—Fallout
Over the course of five previous movies (or is it
four?—I bet you can't remember) Mission: Impos-
sible has crafted a legacy of incredible stunts
and forgettable storylines. Here we are at the
sixth (yes, sixth) film in the series. Seems that
Ethan Hunt (Tom Cruise) and the IMF team are
on a secret mission that goes horribly wrong.
They're betrayed and have to go rogue in order to
… wait a minute. Am I describing the plot to this
movie or a previous one? Trick question! It's all
of them! Seriously though, the plot (something
about nuclear terrorists attacking holy cities) is
the usual jumble. But the action is breathtakingly
over-the-top. If you can handle 147 minutes of
motorcycle crashes, HALO jumps, helicopter

chases, fist fights and and rooftop parkour, this is
the one for you. 147 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge)

Sicario: Day of the Soldado
The blistering border action saga Sicario gets an
over-the-top sequel with morally flexible federal
agent Matt Graver (Josh Brolin) re-teaming with
mysterious assassin Alejandro (Benicio Del Toro).
Seems that terrorists, drug dealers, human traf-
fickers and all manner of foreigners are conspir-
ing to commit all sorts of cross-border evil.
Naturally, it's up to Graver and Alejandro and
their new "no rules" edict to draw a line in the
sand. This grim, hyper-violent action flick dumps
a lot of the dramatic subtlety of the original,
making this the Rambo to the original's First
Blood. 122 minutes. R. (Century Rio)

Skyscraper
Another week, another preposterous Dwayne "The
Rock" Johnson action flick. Here, the wrestlin'
thespian plays a former military man hired as
head of security for the world's tallest building (in
Hong Kong). When the building catches on fire
after an attack by terrorists, our hero goes to
great lengths (not to mention extreme heights) to
rescue his wife (Neve Campbell) and kids. Yeah,
you've seen this kinda thing before. 102 minutes.
PG-13. (Century Rio)

Slender Man
The spooky-looking creepypasta internet meme
that inspired at least one attempted murder fi-
nally rates his own low-budget PG-13 horror
movie. In it, a group of teenage girls (led by Joey
King from 2010's Ramona and Beezus) investi-
gates the mystery of the mythical monster Slen-
der Man after a friend of theirs goes missing. This
turns out to be a bad idea. 93 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

The Spy Who Dumped Me
Mila Kunis stars as a woman who gets dumped
by her boyfriend, only to find out he was a gov-
ernment super spy. This gets her unwittingly en-
tangled in an international conspiracy. Of course,
she drags along her BFF (Kate McKinnon) for the
ensuing shenanigans. 116 minutes. R. (Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema)

Teen Titans Go! To The Movies
This spin-off of Cartoon Network's long-running
teenage superhero series finds Robin and the
gang angry over the fact that every hero in the
DC universe has their own Hollywood movie. Nat-
urally, they try to hire a director and make their
own cinematic debut, but are shocked to dis-
cover they are not taken seriously as crime fight-
ers. Like the series, it's far more gag-oriented
than plot-oriented. But Nicolas Cage does get to
voice his dream role as Superman. 88 minutes.
PG. (Century Rio)

Three Identical Strangers
In 1980 three complete strangers crossed paths
in New York City, only to discover they were identi-
cal triplets, separated at birth. The 19-year-olds'
joyous reunion catapulted them to international
fame, but also unlocked an unsettling secret that
had been haunting all three young men their en-
tire lives. In unpacking its baffling, true-life con-
spiracy, this fascinating documentary switches
moods from coincidence-driven sitcom to psy-
chological mystery. 96 minutes. PG-13. (High
Ridge)

Won't You Be My Neighbor?
This lovely and incredibly welcome documentary
explores the life, lessons and legacy of iconic
children's show host Fred Rogers—whose com-
passion, earnestness and fundamental "good-
ness" seem to be in desperately short supply in
today's contentious world. Be prepared to get hit
with a wave of nostalgia and emotion. It's OK to
cry, even. Mr. Rogers said so. Morgan Neville (an
Oscar winner for 20 Feet From Stardom) directs.
94 minutes. PG-13. (High Ridge)

screenplay. Awww. 112 minutes. PG. (Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16)

Eighth Grade
YouTube personality Bo Burnham writes and di-
rects this hilarious, painful and surprisingly well-
observed dramedy about an introverted middle
schooler (Elsie Fischer) who tries to survive the
last days of eighth grade. Among the obstacles: a
uncouth single dad, a clueless classroom crush
and a week spent shadowing an actual high
school student. The dialogue, settings and emo-
tions are so uncomfortably authentic this some-
times feels like an ethnographic study. Anyone
who's been to school will empathize with this
film's savvy, iPhone age update of the old indie
film coming-of-age genre. Reviewed in v27 i31.
93 minutes. R. (Century Rio, High Ridge)

The Equalizer 2
Antoine Fuqua's 2014 action flick had Denzel
Washington taking over from TV's Edward Wood-
ward as a retired government agent who takes on
random assignments helping innocent people in
trouble. Denzel is back now, serving up justice for
the exploited. This time around one of his old CIA
friends is murdered, and he's got to go gunning
for revenge, old-guy-style. 129 minutes. (Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Generation Wealth
Documentarian Lauren Greenfield (The Queen of
Versallies) investigates the "pathologies" that
have created the richest society the world has
ever seen. Greenfield gets a bit distracted focus-
ing on her own family; but the criticism of Amer-
ica's fetishistic love for consumer capitalism is
right on point. 106 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation
The monsters from Hotel Transylvania are heading
out for some fun in the sun in this animated se-
quel. Workaholic hotelier Count Dracula (voiced
by Adam Sandler) finds himself stuck on a sea
cruise with his daughter (Selena Gomez), his
human son-in-law (Andy Samberg) and a host of
mummies, werewolves and Frankenstein mon-
sters. Naturally, old man Drac falls in love with
the ship's lovely Captain Ericka (Kathryn Hahn).
Just as naturally, she turns out to be a descen-
dent of the famed vampire killing clan, the Van
Helsings. Hijinks ensue. 97 minutes. PG. (Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Incredibles 2
After 14 years Pixar returns to the Parr family, the
clan of superpowered folks who fought off en-
forced retirement. Now the family is thrown for a
loop when mom Elastigirl (Holly Hunter) is re-
cruited by a high-profile, Avengers-style team,
leaving dad Mr. Incredible (Craig T. Nelson) to
play Mr. Mom to his superpowered kids—includ-
ing wonder baby Jack-Jack. 118 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom
Seems that troubled Isla Nublar now has an ad-
ditional problem (besides all those man-eating
dinosaurs on the loose). Wouldn't you know it:
The entire island has been sitting on a dormant
volcano this entire time, and it's now exploding.
Naturally, a mix of untrustworthy mercenaries and
squabbling scientists (plus dinosaur trainer Chris
Pratt and operations manager Bryce Dallas
Howard) head back to the island to rescue a
bunch of the giant lizards before, you know, lava.
What could possibly go wrong? Oh, I don't know:
The exact same crap that's gone wrong in the
last four films? Don't get me wrong. This trope-
filled sequel is extremely exciting. But it lacks the
original's sense of wonder and gets increasingly
dumb—somehow ending up as a haunted house
story, but with dinosaurs instead of ghosts. 128
minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058
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swamp rockers CCR and Credence

Clearwater Revisited, one of the greatest,

most notoriously slinky stick handlers of

the rocanrol era?

I don’t know about that last part, but yeah you
got Cosmo on the phone!

Doug it’s an honor. I love your music just

like everyone else in the known universe.

Tell our readers about the tour you’re

taking right now, if you please.

It’s a lot like last year, we’re having a really good
time at the places we play. It’s the summer
season and that’s traditionally when we get on
the bus, leave the airports behind and play for
America. Right now I’m in the wine country, in
Napa to play the county fair here tonight. Then
the tour really starts, we’re in LA after this. The
beauty of touring in the summer is that you
have concerts seven days a week. We’ve been
doing a lot of shows. The amount of music that
happens in the summertime is terrific. It’ great
knowing that we can rock that pretty good, that
we are part of that.

I’m rocking 54 and after attending two or

three shows a week, I’m dead. You’re like

20 years older and you’re playing out every

night. How do you manage that?

It’s a way of life. I get on the drums and I come
alive; I get an adrenaline rush. Playing rock and
roll keeps me going. I play for free and I get paid
to travel. This is the 50th anniversary of
Credence Clearwater Revival and I’ve been
playing since I was a teenager. I occasionally ask
Scotty to beam me up; there’s probably a pretty
nice check waiting for me up there but they
never answer my calls.

You could tune in almost any FM radio

station across the US right now and

stumble onto one of your, one of CCR’s big

hits. How does that feel?

Well, thank god for the radio! If it hadn’t been
for the love affair that radio has had with
Credence, then we might never have gotten
there. We were originally signed to a small label
that specialized in jazz, Fantasy Records. They
didn’t have a commercial music department,
they had never promoted rock and roll music
before. It was radio that picked up on our
sound; radio continues to be our partner in
crime to this day. I still get a kick out of hearing
us play. I’ll be in the grocery store—picking up
some of my favorite ice cream or wandering
through the produce aisle—and one of our
tunes will come on. I start tripping and stop for
a second and shout, “That’s terrific!” I know a
lot of guys had successful bands, but their stuff
never gets played on the radio. I enjoy the
moment; this is a sound that a group of 13-year-
olds started, and it’s still alive. I get a kick outta
that.

Why is the music of Credence timeless?

I think it’s the fact that when we started we

AUGUST 16-22, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [33]

MUSIC | INTERVIEW

A Band That Travels
Credence Clearwater Revisited keeps on rollin’

BY AUGUST MARCH

M
ore musical computations and

declarations: If you’re between 16 and 96

you have probably heard of a band called

Credence Clearwater Revival. There is a 95

percent chance of that statement being true,

according to my research. Further, 88 percent of

that same group can name a song by Credence

and 75 percent can sing at least part of the

lyrics.
Even with some duplications and telephonic

errors, the continued reach and wherewithal of
a band that recorded most of its oeuvre nigh on
50 years ago is remarkable. You don’t have to
have been born on the bayou. You don’t have to
run through the jungle. You might have already
heard this through the grapevine, but hey, I’m
just looking out of my back door.

The back story behind one of the most
successful band brands in American history is
just as colorful and convoluted as the language
and prophetic utterances made above. For one
thing, Credence Clearwater Revival has been
broken up for more than 40 years.

John Fogerty the frontman and main
songwriter for that project, doesn’t play with
the two other founding members of the outfit.
Their names are Doug Clifford and Stu Cook.
The fourth member of the storied swamp rock
quartet, Tom Fogerty, died years and years ago.

John Fogerty had a big deal solo career after
CCR folded. When he tours he unpacks some
of their tuneage but is also buoyed by late career
hits like “Center Field” and “The Old Man
Down the Road.”

But the two other surviving and founding
members of the Southern rock stalwarts
continue to promote the music and the
mythology of the original CCR. As Credence
Clearwater Revisited, Clifford, Cook and a
coterie of competent sidemen—including singer
Dan McGuinness, multi-instrumentalist Steve
Gunner and guitarist Kurt Griffey (Car’s
guitarist Elliot Easton handled the axes from
1995 until 2004, yo)—have been touring since
1995.

So, as it happens—as it was meant to
happen, Bokononist fans of CCR might say—
Credence Clearwater Revisited has a gig at
Route 66 Casino’s Legends Theater on Friday,
Aug. 17. Of course this coming situation
sparked the curiosity of Alibi music critic
August March, who called around and around
on the telephone until CCR’s founding
drummer, rocanrol hall of famer Doug
“Cosmo” Clifford dialed back. Here is some of
the conversation that followed.

Weekly Alibi: Good morning, is this Doug

Clifford?

Doug Clifford: It might be ...

Let me rephrase that. Is this Cosmo, the

world famous drummer for heavy duty

were very young; we were just learning to
playing our instruments together and Tom
[Fogerty] got us into a studio and we began
recording regularly when I was 13. So we had
time to develop a unique sound, the sound of
Credence. The feel of those songs comes from
the rhythm section, that’s my neck of the
woods. The foundation of rock and roll has
always been the drums. We made a great
recording unit. That’s why we had so many hits
in less than four years. 

The sound indeed was and is singular. How

did other musicians react to it back in the

day, in the ’60s?

The focus was on the type of music we were
playing. Though we came out of the San
Francisco Bay area, we didn’t sound like other
bands from there. In the midst of psychedelia,
our peers laughed at us, called us the Boy Scouts
of rock and roll. They said we’d never make it
playing that kind of music. We said that we’re
not just going to play a style because it’s
popular, we are committed to what we are
doing. We thought, “If it doesn’t happen for us,
it doesn’t happen.” Fortunately, last laughs are
always the best laughs.

Where did you get the sound and style of

drumming that’s integral to the band’s

sound?

I’m self-taught. I listened to the radio. Back in
the day, radio played a rather broad spectrum of
what was popular at the time. Now, radio is
defined by its narrowness. That’s just the way
things played out from a marketing perspective,
I suppose. If you were listening back then, you
were listening to all sorts of hit records. There
was something to each that made it a hit. Of
course my focus was on what the drummer was

doing. If the drum parts were really, really
difficult or not fun, I would simplify them and
add myself in. The songs of CCR are simple,
they’re not difficult from a compositional
standpoint. But they make you get up and move
your feet. That’s my job. 

What was some of your favorite music,

growing up?

Most of the stuff I was buying was black music.
Little Richard, Fats Domino, James Brown.
And I loved stuff with horn sections. On the
other side of that, the Sun Records stuff was
impressive. And actually, I’ve got an album out
now, Cosmo, that features the Tower of Power
Horn Section, so that really reflects where I
came from.

That’s the album that came out right after

Credence Clearwater Revival split up,

right?

Yeah, it was re-released for our 50th
anniversary. I’m really excited about that.

Are you playing any of those songs on this

tour?

Nah, taking a horn section along is hella
expensive. People wanna hear the hits of
Credence Clearwater Revival. People still go
crazy to hear that music. We have more young
fans than older fans now, I think. Four
generations of listeners! That’s pretty cool. It’s
humbling and remarkable. We’ll have to ride
that train as long as there is fuel in the tank. a

Credence Clearwater Revisited

Friday, Aug. 17, 8pm

Route 66 Casino’s Legends Theater

14500 Central Ave. SW

$35 to $77 • All-ages

Credence Clearwater Revisted JEFF DOW
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THURSDAY AUG 16
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Austin Van Country •
country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE The Willie Green Project • blues, gospel •
6pm

DIRTY BOURBON Chad Freeman & Redline • country • 9pm • $5 •
21+

EFFEX NIGHT CLUB ALCHEMY • goth, electro, industrial, ’80s •
10pm • FREE • 21+

FILLING PHILLY'S Spankey Lee • folk, jazz, pop, blues, mellow
rock • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

IBIZA AT HOTEL ANDALUZ Singer-Songwriter Series • Alex Maryol •
blues, acoustic • 6pm • 21+

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Jam Session With Rudy Boy •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Yvad • Dre Z • reggae • Rastaman Rob • Ras Elijah
Tafari • 9pm

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Manhigh • rock • Marmalakes • Goddex •
Pits • 9pm

SANDBAR BREWERY AND GRILL Paul Cauthen • Americana •
Sam Morrow • 8pm

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Ryan Wenze • variety • 7pm

SISTER Yakuza • progressive metal • Aseethe • God's Dirty Needle •
8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK The Hawkeyes • rock • 8pm •
FREE • 21+

FRIDAY AUG 17
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Lester Cano •
variety • 5:30pm • Rog Alan Duo • variety • 8:30pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

CASA DE BENAVIDEZ Hector Pimental Trio • classical, flamenco •
5:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Chad Freeman & Redline • country • 9pm • $5 •
21+

DRAGON HORN TAVERN Odd Dog • classic rock • 8:30pm • FREE •
21+

HOTEL ANDALUZ Kari Simmons and The Groove Line • soul, R&B •
7pm • Tracey Whitney • classic jazz, soul • 9pm • FREE • 21+

IBIZA AT HOTEL ANDALUZ Singer-Songwriter Series • Jordan
Olguin • singer-songwriter • 6pm • 21+

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY JJ Raschel • Mystic Roots •
rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Moonshine Blind • rock, country • Carrie Nation
and the Speakeasy • Cowboys and Indian • rockabilly • 8pm

LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO Creedence Clearwater
Revisited • classic rock • 8pm

MARBLE BREWERY HEIGHTS TAP ROOM The Cumberlands •
folk rock • 7pm

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Col Sol • Karen the Band • Robot Fuzz
Bath • Smoke And Mirrors • punk • 9pm • $5 • 21+

M'TUCCI'S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT DJ M. Martinez •
R&B, hip-hop • 9pm • FREE • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Tyler Brandon Duo • country •
4pm • ALL-AGES! • Triple Shot • country, variety • 8pm • FREE •
Headliners Comedy Presents • 9:35pm • $5 • 21+

SISTER Leftover Soul • vinyl dance party • 9pm • FREE

STONE FACE TAVERN Todd Tijerina Trio • blues, dance, roots,
rock • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Gato Malo • folk, blues, rock •
5pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Gin and Jazz • Eddie Brewer
and the Manic Episodes • jazz, swing, bossa nova • noon • Still
Closed For Repairs • Americana, indie, folk • 5pm • FREE • 21+

CALENDAR | MUSIC
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URBAN 360 PIZZA GRILL AND TAP HOUSE Twist of Fate • rock •
7:30pm • 21+

SATURDAY AUG 18
B2B2 BARRIO Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz •
6:30pm • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Jason Riggs •
variety • 5:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CLUB RIO Martin Castillo • variety • 8pm

THE COOPERAGE Son Como Son • Cuban salsa • 6pm • $7 • DJ
Salsa • salsa • 9:30pm • $5 • 21+

DIRTY BOURBON Chad Freeman & Redline • country • 9pm • $5 •
21+

HOTEL ANDALUZ Kari Simmons and The Groove Line • soul, R&B •
7pm • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Carrier Waves • Black Unicorn • surf rock, heavy
metal • St. Petersburg • indie rock • The Dimensions • punk • The
Ordinary Things • 9pm • $5

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Silver Crow Asylum • Americana • 8pm •
FREE

O'NIELL'S PUB, Nob Hill The Dirty Liars' Game • 8pm • $5

PIATANZI Gustavo Pimentel • variety • 6pm • FREE

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Distrot • variety • $5 • ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Todd Tijerina Trio • blues, dance,
roots, rock • 8pm • FREE

SIDEWINDERS The Largest Women's Dance • 7pm • $10 • 21+

SISTER RudeBehavior Bass Night • EDM • 8pm • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. RJ Perez • funk, blues • 5pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS 1 Year Anniversary Bash •
Adam Hooks • singer-songwriter • 6pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Beers for Boobs • The Porter
Draw • alt.country, Americana, bluegrass • 7pm • FREE • 21+

SUNDAY AUG 19
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Silver String Band • Americana, blue-
grass, folk • 4pm • FREE

FRESH BISTRO Spankey Lee • folk, jazz, pop, blues, mellow rock •
10am • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Static Skyline • The Altitude • Five Mile
Float • indie • 9pm • $5 • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Jackie Zamora Band • Brazilian
jazz • 1pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MONDAY AUG 20
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Tylor Brandon •
acoustic, country • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SUNSHINE THEATER Attila • metalcore • Volumes • groove metal •
Rings of Saturn • death metal • Spite • hardcore, black metal •
cross your fingers • 7:30pm

TUESDAY AUG 21
LAUNCHPAD The Horned God • stoner rock • Red Mesa • Howling
Giant • Sugarmotor • Manhigh • rock • 9pm • 21+

O'NIELL'S PUB, Northeast Heights Open Mic Comedy Hosted
by AJ and Greg • 9pm • FREE • 21+

WEDNESDAY AUG 22
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DUKE CITY EVENT CENTER Trinidad James • hip-hop • 7pm

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Open Mic Hosted by Next 2
the Track • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Abigail Williams • GhostBath • Extremist • thrash •
Wolvhammer • Angel Massacre • 7pm • $15-$18 • ALL-AGES!

SISTER Winter • Sundog • Fad Vandals • alternative • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Charles Goodwin • singer-songwriter •
8:30pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Singer-Songwriter Showcase •
Bill Palmer • Joshua Benjamin Johnson • Stephanie Hatfield •
rock • David Bridwell • 8pm

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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Sessions: We'll Enforce
Federal Law

The day the laughter died
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difficult to detect in the breath than alcohol.
To battle this, the breathalyzer has been
designed to detect THC levels in parts per
trillion. The company claims it has conducted
hundreds of tests with the device and it
“delivers better information than results from
oral fluid, blood or urine tests.”

Problems arise when it comes to just how
much THC is an “impairing” amount,

though. Different states have different
regulations on this matter, and
unfortunately the breathalyzer can't

detect the concentration of THC, just
its presence.

The good news is the California
Legislature is funding a study to
determine how THC levels affect

one's ability to drive. Researchers
will have participants smoke different
amounts of cannabis or a placebo and

then test them in driving simulations.
Researchers expect to learn how impaired a
driver is at different levels and how long the
impairment lasts. The study should be
published in the spring of 2019.

FDA-Approved CBD-Based
Medicine Cost Revealed

In June, the Food and Drug Administration
blew everyone's minds by approving Epidiolex,
a pharmaceutical-grade version of CBD oil,
designed to treat two types of childhood
epilepsy known as Lennox-Gastaut syndrome
and Dravet syndrome (but doctors will be able
to prescribe it for other issues).

Although the mechanism behind CBD's
effects on epilepsy is still unclear, the FDA said
it reduces seizures when combined with other
epilepsy drugs. Side effects associated with
Epidiolex include diarrhea, vomiting, fatigue
and restlessness. 

Last week, Business Insider reported that the
drug's maker, British-based GW
Pharmaceuticals, told investors Epidiolex
would cost roughly $32,500 per year. Chief
Executive Justin Gover told the Wall Street

Journal that the price was set in line with
similar brand name “orphan drugs” (which
treat rare diseases) used to treat epilepsy. Out-
of-pocket costs for patients could reportedly
cost up to $200 a month on some private
insurance plans. Uninsured patients may be
able to receive the drug for free.

The company is waiting on the DEA to
assign it a controlled-substance classification
before they'll release it in the US market. That
decision is expected to be made by late
September. How descheduling or rescheduling
CBD will affect the legal status of cannabis-
derived CBD products is still unclear. Rather
than fully legalizing, the DEA has the option of
moving it to Schedule II or Schedule III—
making it legal as pharmaceutical, and not as
an over-the-counter drug. a

C
an you believe that at one time I actually
enjoyed writing about US Attorney
General Jeff Sessions? It's true, dear reader.

Too true. Those milky eyes, that permanent
scowl, the hunched shoulders bearing the
weight of a morality beyond the ken of mortal
man—all ripe for comedy. But then I realized
that most of the country already hates the
old codger, and making fun of him was like
shooting hippies in a barrel (his favorite
pastime, from the rumors I've heard).

Now I see his weirdly terrified smirk
on his weirdly pinched face, and the
words stop on their way to the
keyboard. I can't stand to think
about him anymore. I'd rather be
fishing, I think, or have my kneecaps
broken with rebar.

A few weeks ago the Great Beast
Sessions told those gathered at a press
conference in Boston that “states have a right
to set their own laws and will do so,” but added
in the same breath, “and we will follow the
federal laws.” He was asked about the recent
legalization of cannabis in Massachusetts and
whether the Department of Justice plans on
respecting their state law. “We'll enforce the
federal law,” he answered. “The federal law
remains the law in the United States.”

But despite the words, it's starting to feel
like Sessions knows he's going to lose. You can
hear it in his speech and see it in the curve of
his spine. But he's planning to scare the shit
out of the industry before he goes down. It's the
least he can do in his righteous battle against el

Diablo. 
Watching the 45-second YouTube clip of his

address to the Boston press is a study in
crestfallen nervousness. Gone are the
condescending smiles and incredulous barks we
saw and heard in his salad days. In their
place—a grave frown and an exhausted
mumble.

I know I'm cursed with an insatiable
optimism, but Sessions doesn't really worry me
anymore. Someone should give him a hug and
tell him he's been forgiven.

CA Company Introduces THC
Breathalyzer 

One of the biggest problems faced by states
legalizing cannabis is determining whether
drivers are operating vehicles under the
influence. Testing for cannabis “impairment”
has proven tricky since THC can stay in your
system for weeks or months after the effects
have faded—until now, supposedly.

Hound Labs has developed the “world’s first
marijuana and alcohol breathalyzer,” called the
“Hound Breathalyzer.” The device can
reportedly produce results in minutes and can
detect if a person has used cannabis in the
previous two hours. Levels of THC are more
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): “The prettier the
garden, the dirtier the hands of the gardener,” writes
aphorist B. E. Barnes. That’ll be especially applicable to
you in the coming weeks. You’ll have extra potential to
create and foster beauty, and any beauty you produce
will generate practical benefits for you and those you
care about. But for best results, you’ll have to expend
more effort than maybe you thought you should. It
might feel more like work than play—even though it will
ultimately enhance your ability to play.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Author and theologian
Thomas Merton thought that the most debilitating
human temptation is to settle for too little; to live a
comfortable life rather than an interesting one. I
wouldn’t say that’s always true about you, Taurus. But I
do suspect that in the coming weeks, a tendency to
settle for less could be the single most devitalizing
temptation you’ll be susceptible to. That’s why I
encourage you to resist the appeal to accept a smaller
blessing or punier adventure than you deserve. Hold
out for the best and brightest.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “I’ve learned quite a lot,
over the years, by avoiding what I was supposed to be
learning.” So says the wise and well-educated novelist
Margaret Atwood. Judging by your current astrological
omens, I think this is an excellent clue for you to
contemplate right now. What do you think? Have you
been half-avoiding any teaching that you or someone
else thinks you’re “supposed” to be learning? If so, I
suggest you avoid it even stronger. Avoid it with
cheerful rebelliousness. Doing so may lead you to what
you really need to learn about next.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Sometimes you make it
difficult for me to reach you. You act like you’re listening
but you’re not really listening. You semi-consciously
decide that you don’t want to be influenced by anyone
except yourself. When you lock me out like that, I
become a bit dumb. My advice isn’t as good or helpful.
The magic between us languishes. Please don’t do that
to me now. And don’t do it to anyone who cares about
you. I realize that you may need to protect yourself
from people who aren’t sufficiently careful with you.
But your true allies have important influences to offer,
and I think you’ll be wise to open yourself to them.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “Whoever does not visit
Paris regularly will never really be elegant,” wrote
French author Honoré de Balzac. I think that’s an
exaggeration, but it does trigger a worthwhile
meditation. According to my analysis of the astrological
omens, you’re in a phase of your cycle when you have
maximum power to raise your appreciation of elegance,
understand how it could beautify your soul and add
more of it to your repertoire. So here are your
homework meditations: What does elegance mean to
you? Why might it be valuable to cultivate elegance, not
just to enhance your self-presentation, but also to
upgrade your relationship with your deep self? (P.S.:
Fashion designer Christian Dior said, “Elegance must be
the right combination of distinction, naturalness, care
and simplicity.”)

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Many of us imagine
medieval Europe to have been drab and dreary. But
historian Jacques Le Goff tells us that the people of
that age adored luminous hues: “big jewels inserted into
book-bindings, glowing gold objects, brightly painted
sculpture, paintings covering the walls of churches and
the colored magic of stained glass.” Maybe you’ll be
inspired by this revelation, Virgo. I hope so. According
to my reading of the astrological omens, you can
activate sleeping wisdom and awaken dormant energy
by treating your eyes to lots of vivid reds, greens,
yellows, blues, browns, oranges, purples, golds, blacks,
coppers and pinks.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): An astrologer on Tumblr
named Sebastian says this about your sign: “Libras can
be boring people when they don’t trust you enough to
fully reveal themselves. But they can be just as exciting
as any fire sign and just as weird as any Aquarius and
just as talkative as a Gemini and just as empathetic as a
Pisces. Really, Librans are some of the most eccentric

people you’ll ever meet, but you might not know it
unless they trust you enough to take their masks off
around you.” Spurred by Sebastian’s analysis, here’s my
advice to you: I hope you’ll spend a lot of time with
people you trust in the coming weeks, because for the
sake of your mental and physical and spiritual health,
you’ll need to express your full eccentricity.
(Sebastian’s at http://venuspapi.tumblr.com.)

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A blogger who calls
herself Wistful Giselle has named the phenomena that
make her “believe in magic.” They include the following:
“illuminated dust in the air; the moments when a
seedling sprouts; the intelligence gazing back at me
from a crow’s eyes; being awaken by the early morning
sun; the energy of storms; old buildings overgrown with
plants; the ever-changing grey green blue moods of the
sea; the shimmering moon on a cool, clear night.” I invite
you to compile your own list, Scorpio. You’re entering a
time when you will be the beneficiary of magic in direct
proportion to how much you believe in and are alert for
magic. Why not go for the maximum?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Since 1969,
eight-foot-two-inch-tall Big Bird has been the star of
the kids’ TV show “Sesame Street.” He’s a yellow bird
puppet who can talk, write poetry, dance and roller
skate. In the early years of the show, our hero had a
good friend who no one else saw or believed in: Mr.
Snuffleupagus. After 17 years, there came a happy day
when everyone else in the Sesame Street
neighborhood realized that Snuffy was indeed real, not
just a figment of Big Bird’s imagination. I’m foreseeing a
comparable event in your life sometime soon,
Sagittarius. You’ll finally be able to share a secret truth
or private pleasure or unappreciated asset.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Activist and author
Simone de Beauvoir was one of those Capricorns
whose lust for life was both lush and intricate. “I am
awfully greedy,” she wrote. “I want to be a woman and
to be a man, to have many friends and to have
loneliness, to work much and write good books, to
travel and enjoy myself, to be selfish and to be
unselfish.” Even if your longings are not always as
lavish and ravenous as hers, Capricorn, you now have
license to explore the mysterious state she described. I
dare you to find out how voracious you can be if you
grant yourself permission.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): According to my
reading of the astrological omens, the coming weeks
will be prime time to vividly express your appreciation
for and understanding of the people you care about
most. I urge you to show them why you love them.
Reveal the depths of your insights about their true
beauty. Make it clear how their presence in your life has
had a beneficent or healing influence on you. And if you
really want to get dramatic, you could take them to an
inspiring outdoor spot and sing them a tender song or
two.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In her book Yarn:
Remembering the Way Home, Piscean knitter Kyoko
Mori writes, “The folklore among knitters is that
everything handmade should have at least one mistake
so an evil sprit will not become trapped in the maze of
perfect stitches.” The idea is that the mistake “is a crack
left open to let in the light.” Mori goes on to testify
about the evil spirit she wants to be free of. “It’s that
little voice in my head that says, ‘I won’t even try this
because it doesn’t come naturally to me and I won’t be
very good at it.’” I’ve quoted Mori at length, Pisces,
because I think her insights are the exact tonic you
need right now. a

HOMEWORK: MAKE A BOAST ABOUT HOW YOU’LL PULL

OFF A FEAT YOU’VE PREVIOUSLY LACKED THE

CHUTZPAH TO ATTEMPT. TESTIFY AT

FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM. 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.
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TROMBINOS

You sat with your family at a table across from mine from

about 8:30 to 10. Seems like we were constantly

exchanging glances and I saw you look back as you left.

Interested?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Trombinos bar on 7/9/2018.

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN AT TRADER JOE’S

You, in front of me at checkout, wearing low cut

strappy top. Me, older guy wearing Panama with black

hat band. You, stepped back in front of me to get a

Toblerone chocolate. You charmed me with your smile.

Want to meet up for coffee or a drink?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Trader Joe’s Uptown on 6/1/2018.

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN AT LOMAS TRUE

VALUE
Our eyes met and we exchanged smiles at the True Value
Hardware on San Mateo and Lomas. We were both
checking out at the same time, but different registers. You
were wearing cute white lacey shorts and top, with a
yellow halter top beneath. You took your time looking at
things after you had paid, but I wasn’t able to check out
fast enough to catch up to you. Lets meet up!
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: Lomas True Value on 5/12/2018.

EYE CONTACT

I can't get you off my mind! I saw you, your daughter, and

your son at the Western Mercantile Store. You were at

the counter getting dog food, when our eyes met and

you smiled. Respectfully, when made eye contact again

in the parking lot, I chose to say nothing in front of your

kids. Let's get together for coffee and chat.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Western Mercantile Store in Tijeras on 8/1/2018.

DEFINED FITNESS

You were lifting weights at the gym late afternoon, you

had a blue cap on in a wheelchair. I was running/peeping

the gun show. Then saw you on tinder after and hope I

would see you again somehow.

I am a Man. I saw a Man.

Where:  on 7/22/2018.

NATURAL GROCERS BY DAIRY IN BACK

Mid-afternoon, slender man in tan shirt and slacks, going

white like me, in denim outfit with garden tan. You got

sauerkraut, looked back at me with gentle smile. Wanted

to say "hi" but vision issue in way of easy exchanges that

day. Looking for in-depth conversation in this world gone

tweeting. Getting into farm truck when you left in station

wagon. Would so enjoy finding out what's behind your

lovely smile.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Natural Grocers on 6/27/2018.

Legal Services

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
$200 Payment Plans Available
STOP garnishments NOW 505-
688-0070

START BANKRUPTCY FOR $0.
Lawyer Advertisement. Start
Bankruptcy For $0 Down |
100% Free Consultation – Hurry
| McCookLawFirm.com | (505)
600-2550

Handyman Services

SWAMP COOLER EXPERT 20
YRS EXP. BONDED/SELF
INSURED Semi-
retired/reasonable 270-3229

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those

Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Education/Instruction

MARC’S GUITAR STUDIO
Quality private lessons. 505-
859-2654

Events

STARGATE COSMOS EXPO
October 25-28,2018-808-

214-3442-Ramada
Albuquerque Midtown
www.stargatetothecosmos.org

Studies

w
PARTICIPANTS WANTED
M/F for a research study,

in good health, 18+ yo, not
pregnant. $20/hr. 272-0769
(Study # M-10707).

w
MRI STUDY 8-18 y.o.
M/F for brain study. $20

per hour. 272-0769 (HRRC #
07-272).

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 258

Employment

Real Estate
Rooms/Roommates

Northwest

FURNISHED ROOM FOR
RENT Near Rust Medical
center and CNM west, private

Wellness

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Headaches? Neck, shoulder or
low back pain? Therapeutic
massage can change your life.
$49 first time client. 575-
313-3703 Gwynne Ann Unruh
LMT, RMTI Lic #578 

Licensed Massage

w
AUTHENTIC TANTRA
MASSAGE Give yourself

the beautiful gift of authentic
Tantra massage and teaching.
I am a Certified Tantra
Educator, Professional
Massage Therapist,
Relationship Coach and Reiki
Healer. Please call me for
detailed information and
scheduling. Namaste,Julianne

Opportunities

w
EASY MONEY You need
1. a cell phone, 2. to be

FED UP WITH ROBO-CALLS
and 3. learn how to identify

telemarketers. For more info
www.call-childress.com 505-433-
9823 I SUE TELEMARKETERS 

Businesses For Sale

Body & Soul

w
ABQ FASHION
OPPORTUNITY Established

business with an excellent east
downtown location seeking a
creative and committed
individual to join as a partner.

Retail, marketing, and networking
experience a huge plus.
Knowledge of mid- to higher-
range clothing brands and
accessories helpful. Limited
investment required.

bath, quiet neighborhood.
Must be dog and 420
friendly. Female preferred,

background check required,
$400 a mth. Email :
lovelyislovelydoes@gmail.com 

505 920 3083 LMT #2788

Martial Arts

SIFU DUG AT GOLDEN
FLOWER Sifu Dug's is
teaching Tai Chi and Internal
Arts at Golden Flower Chinese
Herbs 2724 Vassar PL NE
87107. Contact Sifu Dug
505.306.0118,

sifudug@gmail.com web-page
Sifudug.com

Self-Help/Workshops

OUT OF CONTROL? Are you
strugglilng with COMPULSIVE
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR and WANT
HELP? Call (505) 510-1722
or visit www.abqsaa.org
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by Matt Jones

Across

1 CNN chief White House
correspondent Acosta

4 Disinterested

9 Ax handles

14 ___ pro nobis

15 Grammar concern

16 ___ the side of caution

17 "Humbug!" preceder

18 Harry's kin

20 Honey ___ (Post cereal, as
renamed in 2018)

22 1990s Wink Martindale
game show that paid off
contestants' obligations

23 Cable company alternative
to streaming, for short

24 Italian racecar

28 Levy

30 St. George's state

31 Difficult responsibility

34 More sick, in old hip-hop
slang, or ... more sick, in
general

35 Long-running role-playing
video game franchise

38 Take to the skies

39 Place to go play

40 ATM maker bought by AT&T
in 1991

43 Dress code loosening

45 Without toppings

48 Suffix after tera- or peta-

49 Provided party music

50 Bela of horror films

52 Ocean liner's route

54 Ultravox frontman Midge

55 1980s Secretary of State
Alexander

58 "Automatic for the People"
group

59 Trivia magazine started in
2001

63 Org. that's (supposed to be)
concerned with pollution

66 Patient waiter

67 "Helps stop gas before it
starts" product

68 "Neither fish ___ fowl"

69 Light bite

70 First two words of some
political yard signs

71 TV alien with a reboot
announced in August 2018 (as
found in the long answers)

Down

1 Interview goal

2 Science writer Flatow

3 Reddish-brown wood

4 Blew up

5 Bear, to Bernal

6 Parker Jr. of the
"Ghostbusters" theme song

7 "Zounds!"

8 Remove, to a proofreader

9 Antagonist in "The Year
Without a Santa Claus"

10 Sleeve tattoo locale

11 Waste time frolicking, old-
style

12 "I've got nothing ___"

13 "The Late Late Show" host
before Kilborn, Ferguson, and
Corden

19 Gp. once headed by Mueller
and Comey

21 "That's funny"

24 Overly muscular

25 Monopoly purchase (abbr.)

26 Some meat alternatives

27 Location of a nursery
rhyme's three men

29 It's not what the P stands
for in TP (unless the T is

"two"?)

32 Retract, as regrettable
words

33 One way to walk tall?

36 One generating a lot of
interest

37 Charge for a spot

40 Capital of Chad

41 Pulitzer-winning San
Francisco columnist Herb

42 Sydney suburb, or a
California-based car-sharing
rental company

43 A.F.L. merger partner

44 Running in neutral

45 Tests the depths

46 Entice

47 Meeting outline

51 Different ending?

53 Pyromaniac's crime

56 "One ___ land ..."

57 Show with Jane Lynch as
Sue Sylvester

60 Private eye, informally

61 ___ in "Oscar"

62 ___-Caps (movie candy)

64 D.C. sort

65 Dog noise

©2018 Jonesin' Crosswords
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"Alien, the Sequel"--actually, do call it a comeback.BY RYAN NORTH
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