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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to letters@alibi.com.
Letters can also be mailed to P.O. Box 81, Albuquerque, N.M., 87103 or faxed to (505) 346-0660.

Letters—including comments posted on alibi.com—may be published in any medium and edited for length
and clarity; owing to the volume of correspondence, we regrettably can’t respond to every letter.

Correction

Dear News Editor,
I am writing regarding the article “The Police
and the People” in the Aug. 16 edition of the
Alibi [v27 i33].

One of the issues discussed was related to the
criminal cases against James Stewart and Teri
Sanchez. I represent Ms. Sanchez in her criminal
case, and I wanted to bring your attention to
some factual misstatements that have,
unfortunately, become enshrined in the local
media reporting on the cases.

First, the article makes no distinction
between the charges filed against Mr. Stewart
and those filed against Ms. Sanchez: "The case
involves parents Teri Sanchez and James Stewart
who are facing charges of child abuse,
contributing to the delinquency of a minor,
human trafficking, promoting prostitution and
various lesser charges." However, Ms. Sanchez
has never been charged with anything except
child abuse and contributing to the delinquency
of a minor. Given the sensational nature of the
charges, it is not a small detail—yet it is
consistently repeated. It is easily verified by
checking court documents. Second, all of the
charges (in both cases) actually concern only one
child, not all three. 

I have always been a fan of the Alibi, and I
appreciate the reporting as well as wishing to
support local media. I know that the Alibi also
seeks to be accurate and place itself in contrast to
other media outlets which may not dig into the
facts or look closely, and I hope that this
clarification is helpful. 

Thank you very much for your attention.
Sincerely, 

Douglas Wilbur, trial attorney
Law Office of the Public Defender

Ice Ice, Baby

Dear Alibi,

I have seen employees in Walmart and

Albertsons supermarkets take frozen ice bags
from the ice freezer and throw them on the dirty
floor. They do this to break up the frozen cubes
for customers. However, this spreads a grand
army of happy, non-friendly germs to the buyer.

Today, I alerted the employee who did this at
Walmart on Menaul, and spoke to Robin the
manager. A simple barrier, such as clean
newspaper or other paper placed on the floor
would do the trick. I explained to Robin that I
am trying to keep people healthy. She assured me
something will be done. Customers need to pay
attention. Knowledge is power.

Alexandra Dell’Amore,
Albuquerque

Gas vs. Glass

Dear Alibi,

For many years I have been trying to do the right
thing with glass recycling. The nearest recycling
bin has been removed and now it has become
increasingly difficult to do so since I have to
warehouse the glass at home until I have enough
to justify the 12 mile round trip to the nearest
glass recycling bin. I have asked the city why we
don't have curbside glass recycling and the
answer has been because it is too dangerous.
Why is processing glass from my curbside bin
more dangerous than glass from a community
bin—also why are other communities (e.g. Mesa,
Ariz.) able to safely provide curbside glass
recycling?

I feel like I am getting the run-around, so in
the spirit of protest, and in order to save gas (and
the attendant pollution) I have decided to put
the glass in my trash bin, as I suspect the majority
of people in town are already doing. Eventually
the landfill will become a big enough problem
that the city will be forced to take action and
provide curbside glass recycling. But we're not
there yet.

Gordon Smith,
Albuquerque a
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Dateline: Utah
When a man was told his yard wasn’t up to

city code because it wasn’t green enough, he

chose to paint it. According to Fox 13 in Salt

Lake City, five-year resident Michael

Goldman was told by Ogden city officials that

his yard was in violation of city codes. Code

enforcement officers informed Goldman that

his lawn wasn’t green enough and would have

to be fixed within 10 days. He responded by

saying that 10 days wasn’t enough time, and

that he would require a few years to fix his

lawn. Ogden’s Director of Community and

Economic Development, Tom Christophulos,

told reporters that a “hardship request” could

be granted to Goldman, but that a two-year

plan was too long and would not be accepted.

“We would expect a plan that would address

the issue immediately,” he said. Goldman

decided that instead of paying for an

expensive water bill to naturally make his yard

green or replacing it altogether, he would

instead purchase an environmentally safe

paint used to treat golf courses and football

fields. He reportedly finished turning his yard

green in a single day. Officials say the code has

been in place for over 20 years.

Dateline: Minnesota
Two beer delivery drivers talked a suicidal

man off of a ledge by offering to share a 12-

pack with him. Last week BreakThru

Beverage beer salesmen Kwame Anderson

and Jason Gaebel were delivering their wares

when they saw a man holding onto the outer

fence of a bridge hanging over I-94 in St.

Paul, Minn., reports Twin Cities. Realizing the

man was suicidal, Anderson called 911 before

attempting to talk him out of jumping.

Anderson continued talking to the man after

police and firefighters had appeared on the

scene. He later told reporters that he was

trying to emulate Denzel Washington’s police

negotiator character in the film Inside Man.

He asked the man about his past and offered

to give him food or money, which were

refused. Anderson reportedly then asked, “If

you come down from there, do you want to

get a drink with me and talk about what’s

going on?” He then ran back to his truck and

returned with a case of beer. “I have a pack of

Coors Light for you,” Anderson told the man,

who then climbed back to safety. The two

were unable to share the beer, though, since

paramedics immediately took the man to a

hospital for evaluation. Anderson said he

hopes to connect with the man in the future.

Dateline: Missouri
A health clinic denied multiple applicants for

employment, citing their “ghetto” names as

reason. Huffington Post reports at least 20

women were sent an email last week from St.

Louis’ Mantality Health center rejecting their

employment applications. “Thank you for

your interest in careers at Mantality Health,”

the letter reads. “Unfortunately we do not

consider candidates that have suggestive

‘ghetto’ names. We wish the best in your

career search.” The letter is signed by Jordan

Kimler. In an interview with CBS 13 in

Sacramento, Mantality Health’s clinic

director Jack Gamache said it was believed

that the company’s account with Indeed.com,

who hosted the job listing, had been hacked.

He told reporters that police were

investigating the incident to see if the email

was sent by a disgruntled employee. He

maintains that the company does not

discriminate and should not be judged based

on what happened. CEO of Mantality Health

Kevin Meuret does not believe that Kimler

was the author of the email, and that the

entire incident might have been a personal

attack to malign her. Indeed.com says it has

investigated the matter and does not believe

the company’s account was hacked.

Dateline: United Kingdom
The Museum of London has placed the city’s

infamous “fatberg” on its own livestream. Last

year a section of London’s sewer system

became blocked by what water company

officials were calling a “fatberg”—a mass of

cooking oil, fat, diapers and sanitary wipes.

The massive blockage reportedly weighed 143

tons, measured 820 feet in length and was

described by private utility company Thames

Water as “rock-solid.” Work crews were tasked

with breaking the monstrosity apart with

high-powered hoses before transporting it to a

site where it could be recycled for biofuel. A

small chunk of the blockage was procured by

the Museum of London last year to become a

part of its permanent collection. The lump

was on display until recently, but museum

officials say the object has begun to grow an

“unusual and toxic mold in the form of visible

yellow pustules, which has been identified as

aspergillus.” To protect the public from the

dangerous mold, the fatberg lump has been

moved to a secure location where a “fatcam”

will transmit live footage of its continuing

changes. Museum curator Vyki Sparkes has

said the fatberg is “one of the most fascinating

and disgusting objects we have ever had on

display.” a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.
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Tiny Homes Village Discussed

Publicly
Bernalillo County's plan to develop a village
of tiny homes for the city's homeless met with
mixed opinion as county leaders showed their
project to the public.

Three public meetings held by county
officials last week outlined a proposal to build
a 30-home community of tiny homes at 1 of 6
possible sites in Albuquerque. Project
planners say providing permanent supportive
housing for the homeless will reduce public
costs in areas like emergency healthcare and
inpatient hospitalizations. Each home in the
gated village will be 116-square feet and
outfitted with furniture, electricity, heating
and cooling. The houses will cost around
$20,000 each and residents would rent them
for $50 a month, according to KUNM.
Funding for the project was approved by
voters in 2016.

The first meeting, held earlier in the month
in the southeast side of the city, brought out
hundreds of residents opposed to the project.
Many were concerned with the proposed
locations of the village—most of which are
along Central Ave. in places where where
homelessness and crime are issues—while
some were unhappy that the planned space
would only be open to couples and
individuals, excluding children and families. 

Last week, residents at a second meeting
told leaders they were worried about the cost
of the project. Supporters of the plan were
also in attendance. A third meeting on the
Westside brought some support with
reservations about proposed locations and
effects on local businesses.

The county is still taking public comments
concerning the site's location through Sept.
17 on the project website. Construction on
the village could begin as soon as March
2019.

Public Schools Graded
The New Mexico Public Education
Department's annual report card was
released last week, showing that while a
number of the state's schools improved
during the 2017-2018 academic year,
including two schools in threat of closure,
while over a third received D or F grades.

Education Week reports that 12.9 percent
of public schools earned an A from NMPED
last year, down from 14.5 last year. And the
number of schools receiving B grades
increased 2 percentage points over last year,
with 25.9 percent.

Two schools, Hawthorne Elementary and
Los Padillas, which were designated in need
of “more rigorous intervention” (MRI)
received a C grade last year, a marked
improvement. Both schools were under threat
of closure after failing six years in a row.

However Whittier Elementary and Dulce
Elementary, who were also designated MRI
by the state, both received failing grades
again this year, and are now facing the
possibility of permanently closing their doors.

In all, 22.4 percent of schools received a D
and 14.6 percent received an F. Officials have
voiced concerns about Santa Fe Public
Schools in particular, where the majority of
schools—56 percent—received D or F grades.

School grades are based on student
proficiency and are partly based on the
results of exams like PARCC. a

NEWSCITY BY JOSHUA LEENEWS | COUNCIL WATCH

Democracy Dollars Debate
Council, Commission discuss campaign reform

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

C
ha-Ching—here’s my vote! An idea to bring
about a small amount of campaign reform to
city elections has taken up the attention of

both the Bernalillo County Commission and the
Albuquerque City Council at their recent
meetings.

Dollars and Democracy
Democracy Dollars, or Burque Bucks, as some

advocates are calling the program, garnered about
28,000 signatures during a July city-wide public
petition drive, of which 19,693 were certified by
the city clerk. This is just over the 19,480
signatures needed to place a citizen-driven ballot
question in front of voters during the next
election period.

The twist here is that the next election ballot
is under the control of Bernalillo county. To get a
city question on this year’s ballot it must go
through the County Commission for approval. If
this was an odd numbered year, like next year
when there will be a regular city election, this
issue would be on the municipal ballot and the
county wouldn’t be involved in its production. 

The proposal says that registered city voters
would get a $25 “voter voucher” to contribute to
any publicly financed municipal candidate of that
voter’s choice. These candidates could then
redeem the coupons with the City Clerk to get
additional campaign funds. The vouchers are not
for candidates that choose to raise their own
unlimited amount of money. The additional
funds to implement this will come from an
already existing election type fund. This would
only apply to Albuquerque candidates; not
county or state level aspiring politicos. If voters
give it the thumbs up, the amendment also
directs the City Council to provide ways and
means for all the details such as the issuance,
assignment and redemption of said D-dollars.

Currently, the city’s charter provides that
qualified publicly financed candidates are eligible
only for an initial amount to cover basic
campaign costs. This is about $1 per voter or
about $30,000 to $40,000 for City Council
candidates and $380,000 for those vying for the
mayor’s hat. In addition, this charter amendment
would raise the amount of financing mayoral
candidates receive to $1.75 per voter to help
offset the real costs in that bigger race. 

The proposed amendment also changes the
election dates for municipal elections from the
first Tuesday of October to the first Tuesday in
November in odd numbered years.

Local organizers and supporters say the new
rules will encourage more diverse city residents to
participate in local elections by allowing regular
people to give money to their chosen candidates.
They also say this is a small but necessary
campaign reform step because of the big dollars
that get injected into the privately financed
candidates’ coffers, while the publicly financed

candidates have a set amount
with which to do political battle.
This, they say, will help even out
the uneven field, a little bit.

The Latest Details
The County Commission

met last week to take what
supporters thought was going to
be a slam dunk vote to put the
Democracy Dollars measure on
the Nov. 6 ballot. But
surprisingly, the Commission
voted down the ballot request
on a 3 to 2 vote. Democrat
Commissioner Steven Quezada
joined Republican Lonnie
Talbot and James Smith to vote against it.
Democrat Commissioners Maggie Hart Stebbins
and Debbie O’Malley supported it. Quezada said
he had too many questions, such as what the City
Council’s role would be, since the measure
impacts its jurisdiction and not the county’s. The
no votes all said they had concerns over the many
unanswered questions about how the city would
administer the program.

At its regular Aug. 20 meeting, the City
Council accepted city clerk’s certification of the
Democracy Dollar signatures without any
discussion, as part of its consent agenda.

There is no debate required as to whether or
not the Council wants to accept a citizen driven
ballot initiative question: If citizens get the
required number of signatures and they are
accepted by the city clerk, then the proposal
should go to ballot in a timely matter. The
Council role is to simply accept the clerk’s report.
Now that such procedural business has taken
place, it may sway the nay-saying commissioners
to reverse their votes at Tuesday’s meeting.

Other Western Cities
Seattle has had its version of voter vouchers in

place since 2015. Qualified voters get a total of
$100 worth of political coupons. Seattle’s
program is funded through a 10-year property tax.
Many consider the program to be a success and
say it has boosted participation on both sides of
the elections, by younger and regular income
voters. But the voucher program faces charges of
corruption and a lawsuit that went all the way to
the Supreme Court, who upheld the legality of
Seattle’s voucher program saying it did not violate
free speech, while also correcting imbalances in
the program.

Austin, Texas, voters will get their chance to
vote on getting their own version of Democracy
Dollars in their municipal campaigns. Those
voters will soon be asked—in November of
course—if they want to spend about $1.5 million
to provide $100 million worth of $50 dollar
increment vouchers to each of Austin’s voters.

Campaign finance is a key issue for many
states who are looking for ways to rein in

campaign finance disparities. South Dakota and
Washington state have passed their own versions
of democracy dollars. But the South Dakota
Republican state Legislature did not like the idea
and repealed it altogether: who needs all those
pesky candidates from among the people using
public money to participate?, they seemed to ask
with their rejection of the plan.

Play It Again
The down vote by the County Commission

did not sit well with a lot of folks. They made
enough noise that the commission to agreed to
revisit the ballot request at a special meeting set
for Tuesday, Aug. 21. 

This meeting is just in time to beat the
secretary of state’s Aug. 28 deadline for the
county’s ballot submission. If the Commission
upholds its negative decision, then the city may
have to hold special election in a timely matter
for voters to get a chance to weigh in, or figure
out how to wait a year before advancing the
petition’s outcome.

Stay Tuned To This Channel
It is a bit frustrating that this second vote by

the County Commission will take place just as we
go to presss. At every coffee shop in town, people
reading Weekly Alibi will be wondering, “What
happened next?” Fear not, we will have an update
on our website. Head over to alibi.com, post
meeting, to find out if the County Commission
will allow city voters decide if they want to
participate in a “voter voucher” campaign finance
reform measure. a

Send your comments about the City Council to
carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meeting of 
The Albuquerque City Council

Wednesday, Sept. 5, 5pm 
Vincent E. Griego Chambers, Albuquerque/Bernalillo

County Government Center
1 Civic Plaza NW

View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

Eric Griego speaks about the Democracy Dollar petitions
MARJORIE CHILDRESS



top of that, because of the shortage of patrol
officers during the Berry administration, the
police presence in the area was exceedingly low.

Those were givens about the neighborhood
until the mayoral administration of Tim Keller
was elected at the end of 2017. Keller’s team
noticed and responded to the words of City
Councilors who had been warning against this
hard fade-out for years.

In particular, District 6 Councilor Pat Davis
had a plan. It begins with a new substation at—
you guessed it—the southeast corner of San
Mateo and Kathryn.
Weekly Alibi chatted with Davis about this latest
development; here’s a condensed version of that
conversation about a neighborhood reborn, not
so much Phoenix-like, but definitely Burque-
like. If it all turns out well, I’ll miss the old
’hood after all.

Weekly Alibi: What are the plans to bring

back the vitality of the neighborhood,

particularly at the old site of the Parkland

Hills Shopping Center?

Pat Davis: You know, when I took over as a City
Councilor, one of the first things I did, at one of
my first meetings with APD, we looked at the
crime data for the city, across the city, across
District 6. That was the number one area call
for service in the southeast—it was Kathryn and
San Mateo. The place had basically been
abandoned. The developer, before the bust, [in
2008] had some big plans for the property. They
kicked all of the small businesses out, but then
the market fell apart.

How did the idea to re-develop Kathryn and

San Mateo come up?

I went back and looked at the history of the
area and we passed legislation to start citing
them [the developer] for zoning violations. We
needed to do that, the property had become
severely delapidated. Then I went and re-
scoped a bunch of city bond money, that
allowed the city to buy the property from those
developers. It was leftover funding dating back
to Councilor [Martin] Heinrich. We had a
bunch of money that was left over from various
projects. We used that to buy the property. The
way we came to the idea of a new police station
was based on the fact that APD was in the
process of planning a new station for the
southeast, as we are planning to add 100 officers
over there during the next 5 years. We need
room for them. The current location is one of
the oldest police buildings in the city. Currently
it’s one of the smallest stations but with the
highest number of officers attached to it.

How many callouts does that area get per

year?

About 100,000 calls per year.

Really?

Probably more than that, but anyway, APD’s
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About San Mateo and Kathryn
A new substation paves the way for revitalization, says Davis

BY AUGUST MARCH

L
ooking back on the 18 years I lived in
Fringecrest—that pleasantly arcadian and
very bourgeois bastion of El Duque’s

progressive wing that includes the Parkland
Hills neighborhood as well as part of the
adjacent international district—I remember the
early years best.

Millennial memories of the Blockbuster
Video store on the corner of San Mateo and
Kathryn reveal an adjacent commercial district
that was lively and varied. The accompanying
mental images of pre-2008 recession
Albuquerque are difficult to displace for locals.

Zinn’s Bakery, a long time Albuquerque go-
to for fresh bread, donuts and coffee was in this
shopping center too. Back in the ’70s the strip
mall also featured the popular Acoma Pets, a
barber shop and an S&H Green Stamps
redemption store. Nearby, the German
restaurant, Gasthaus Europa, filled its tables
nightly. Oh, and people also hung out in the
neighborhood, walking around fearlessly at all
hours, I am told.

In the early aughts, after the Blockbuster
closed, a series of churches rented some of the
store fronts that were left behind when
businesses began to flee in the mid-’80s—as the
malls in Burque’s uptown became ascendant.

But the only other tenant of note in that
baroque period for demise and decline, an
indoor flea-market sort of deal where they sold
everything from fine furniture to Tootsie pops—
which was, coincidentally, the last place I ever
saw local cray-cool hot rod collector and
sculptor Andy York alive—closed by 2010.

Then it seemed like the whole stretch on
San Mateo, south from Central Avenue, began
a rapid decay, an interregnum that lasted 7
years, through the Berry era. That period of
governance, if you recall, featured an
administration none too keen on re-
development, but instead wanted new and
grandiose projects to be the symbols of that
man’s reign.

Obviously some members of the City
Council were aware of what needed to happen
in regards to owning and revisioning,
repurposing really, the urban decay that had
afflicted District 6. But the conservative
financial values of the Berry Administration, in
harmony with some right-leaning Councilors
like Dan Lewis thwarted any real progress.

In that space of time, the Berry years, the
edges of the neighborhood I called home
continued to deteriorate. The convenience
store on the corner of Kathyrn and San Mateo
was seemed to be dangerous after dark. The
Parkland Hills Shopping Center wasn’t the only
sickly and abandoned property in the area,
there were literally dozens of them between
Zuni Boulevard and Gibson Boulevard. And on

Given those sorts of concerns what will the

station look like?

Things that will be different include a
community room in the station where
neighborhood associations can meet. We’re
taking “Coffee to a Cop” to a whole new level:
We’ll have a coffee shop in the station.

So citizens can have a cup of joe and chat

with an officer?

That’s right. It becomes a neighborhood hub of
activity.

I dig that, that’s kinda cool ...

The other thing people will notice is an
increase in the number of bicycle cops. The
new station will have a “bike barn” to serve a
cadre of officers on bikes. We envision allowing
the kids in the neighborhood to use the tools
there to work on their bikes, too. We tried to
take the best ideas and practices and put them
together. With this design and the services the
new building will include, we want to advance
the concept that the only time you go to the
police station should not just be during a time
of crisis, this place should already be a familiar,
friendly place to the citizens of the
neighborhood. It’s a safe place.

What’re the next steps?

We’ve recently hired 200 new officers who
came in wanting to patrol on a bicycle. We’ve
expanded the Block by Block [clean up
program] to Nob Hill and UNM because the
police shouldn’t be the only ones dealing with
homelessness and its associated problems on the
streets. Business owners said they wanted better
police visibility. The real test will be building
the station; it will show people that we’re
serious about community policing, and establish
a location where the process is totally visible,
transparent, accessible. That’s on the way,
within two years it will happen. a

planners determined that a new station
wouldn’t fit on the old lot, so they were
preparing to wait 5 years for a $20 million grant
in order to build a 2-story police station.
Instead, we decided to put the money I had put
together along with funds the project already
had on the books, to re-develop that site, to
build the new police station there, to build the
facility around the concept of community
policing. That’s very different than the
atmosphere at the old station where you walk in
and talk to cops behind a glass window. That
was the initial thinking, anyway.

How did the process of envisioning the new

police station proceed?

Since this is essentially about enacting a
community policing initiative, we decided we
needed community input. We needed to create
a process to facilitate that input, because we saw
from ART that the city doesn’t really have a
formal process; we built a new process to take
community input on the project. We worked
with APD to look at community policing
models around the country. That’s where we are
right now, a year into the process. A design for
the station has been developed, based on the
input we had.

How are the design aspects lined up with

community policing values and standards?

We did start this project under the former
admistration. We held community meetings to
ask people the question, “If you could build a
police station from the ground up, what would
you want in it?” One of the first meetings we
held was with students at Van Buren Middle
School. The first thing they told us was, “I don’t
care what’s in the station, but can we have a
park or a playground or a skate park next door
to it, because I’ll feel safe to go there if you guys
are there.” Those sorts of comments drove the
process. What we have now is a year’s worth of
community input from meetings.

APD on horseback in the community ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
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THURSDAY AUGUST 23

SATURDAY AUGUST 25 SUNDAY AUGUST 26

FRIDAY AUGUST 24

THE BEST OF
FERMENTATION

AND
DEHYDRATION

Two things New Mexicans love
happen to be beef jerky and
beer. There are droves of both in
the city—so much so, that they
can be obscured by themselves.
Lucky for us, there’s a super
team pairing up for our sensory
pleasure. New jerky company,
Bandlands Jerky, brings out five
of their flavor-punching meats to
be paired with Tractor’s always
delightful beers. Tractor Four
Hills Taproom invites us out on
Thursday, Aug. 23 from 4 to 8pm

to partake in the Beef Jerky and Beer Pairing to end all beef jerky and beer pairings. If you
haven’t heard of Badlands Jerky yet, chances are they’ll be on the radar in short order with
their mouth-wateringly original and traditional beef jerky flavors, as well as their line of
delightfully dried fruits and canine bites hitting the shelves soon. Get a full belly of flavor for
$13 for patrons 21 and over. TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS 13170 CENTRAL AVE SE, 4PM

alibi.com/v/5w5q. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

HUNG LIKE A
SEAHORSE

We couldn’t have come up with a better
title if we wanted to. Quinn Fontaine did
the work for us, with his aptly titled
book, Hung Like a Seahorse: A Real-
Life Transgender Adventure of Tragedy,
Comedy and Recovery. Quinn is a
proud transgender male with a story to
tell. His background in all things
expressive (stand-up, sketch and improv
comedy, installation work, found sculpture
and writing) makes him the perfect
candidate to take audiences on this
entertaining adventure. This comedic
“show-and-tell” one-man show hits the
stage at Studio Center (formerly
Warehouse 21 in Santa Fe) beginning
on Thursday, Aug. 23 through Saturday,
Aug. 25 at 7:30pm and a final showing
on Sunday, Aug. 26 at 2pm. Ticket
prices range from $15 to $25. This
show promises to be raw, intelligent,
hilarious and most of all, authentic.
WAREHOUSE 21 1614 PASEO DE PERALTA, 7:30PM

alibi.com/v/5x7z. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) aCOURTESY OF THE ARTIST

IS THIS THING ON?

The greatest minds of Weekly Alibi met
behind closed doors earlier this week
to hash out a heated debate. After
hours of flag-waving, name-calling and
flagrant insubordination, the wet-eyed
staff emerged with a consensus: This
event is dubbed “stANNEd UP Comedy
Showcase” because Anne Heche is
definitely performing stand-up comedy.
Real news. Join the comediANNE (come
on, kids—this is so easy) for a night of
odd premises featuring performances
by Steven Michael Quezada (also real
news), Fred Hawkes and a slew of local
comedians and musicians at the El Rey
Theater this Friday, Aug. 24, at 8pm.
Tickets for the all-ages show start at
$15. HISTORIC EL REY THEATER 622 CENTRAL

AVE SW, 8PM alibi.com/v/5x5v. (Joshua Lee) a

POR EJEMPLO: SOMOS BURQUEÑOS Y
BURQUEÑAS

SOMOS is a huge, highly visible multi-festival that’s been held Downtown since last
year, when acts like Del the Funky Homosapien and Minus the Bear headlined.
2018’s featured musical performers Saturday, Aug. 25 include Andrew MacMahon,
a cyberage singer-songwriter who sings songs like “Cecilia and the Satellite” and
“Synesthesia.” Like many who follow his pop-punk inclinations, dude’s from the OC.
Then there’s Nghtmre, the project of a DJ and producer Tyler Mareni, from El Lay. He
digs a sort of trap that has evolved into a sound called future bass. That’s when a
heavy 808 bass line is surrounded by detuned analog synthesizer accompaniments
and is played at dubstep tempos, yo. NoLa hip-hop artist Jay Electronica, an MC—
one of the favorites of J Dilla and Mr. Porter—who has been called “some sort of
hip-hop Jack Kerouac, opens. Pretty dang futuristic programming choices, folks. Ask
your kids if you’re not getting that; the festival features such a high culture quotient—
all sorts of local chow choices, fascinating demonstrations of technology, roving
performances, large scale art installations and a comedy lineup that deserves its
own press—that it will be a blast for all ages. General Admission tickets to this event
along the Central Avenue corridor (the main stage is at Sixth Street and Central)
cost $12.50. SOMOS occurs from 4 to 10pm. CENTRAL CORRIDOR 622 CENTRAL AVE SW,

4PM alibi.com/v/5x6g. (August March) a

PICKLED DREAMS

AND HOMEGROWN THINGS

While the ease of grocery stores, department stores, home improvement
stores and online shopping are the ultimate in modern conveniences, many
desire the simplicity of self-sufficiency. And that’s where homesteading
makes its triumphant return. Unfortunately, most humans are no longer
equipped with the skills of yesterday. That’s where Casa San Ysidro comes
in. Learn the art of living off the land and using your own two hands with the
Introduction to Homesteading Class. This free class is a taste of the full
series being offered at the same location on Saturday, Aug. 25 from
10:30am to 12:30pm. Hear informative lectures on agricultural topics and
get dirty with hands-on demonstrations in seed saving and canning. Future
classes are $25 each or $150 for the series and children under 12 learn
the skills for free. CASA SAN YSIDRO 973 OLD CHURCH RD, 10:30AM TO 12:30PM

alibi.com/v/5xpd. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

SONIC SPONGES

Feeling a little unkempt spiritually? Listen close:
Collective Frequency has something to clean you right
up. This Sunday, Aug. 26 the group hosts a galactic
sound bath at Tortuga Gallery. Using crystal bowls
and harps, a xylophone, tang drum, chimes, gongs,
rainsticks and more, the group guides visitors through
a sound healing session that aims to tap directly into
your DNA through the mystical frequencies created. An
hour and a half—from 6:30 to 8pm, ought to have you
stepping out into the night feeling cleansed. At $10,
this sound bath will recharge you better than getting
sloppy drunk at a bar show, and with none of the
hangover. TORTUGA GALLERY 901 EDITH BLVD SE, 6:30 TO 8PM

alibi.com/v/5y4m. (Maggie Grimason) a

COURTESY OF SOMOS7
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THURSDAY AUG 23
KIDS
RUDOLFO ANAYA LIBRARY Teens Knit. Not Just Knitters fiber
arts group teaches the beginning skills of knitting with a knit
hat to support the #HatNotHate campaign against bullying. For
ages 12 to 17. Registration required. 7704 Second Street NW.
4-5pm. alibi.com/v/5wwq.

LEARN
GREATER ALBUQUERQUE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RESTORE

How Problem Gambling Affects Families. Pam Olsen of
Peopleworks presents a session on problem gambling and its
affects on those around them. 4900 Menaul Blvd NE. Noon.
ALL-AGES! 385-7645. alibi.com/v/5y0e.

SELF SERVE Breaking the Rules: BDSM Beyond the 101. A
discussion-focused workshop on negotiation and limit setting,
how and when to work through fear to express vulnerability and
examine the parameters of safety as well as how thin and versa-
tile those parameters can be. 3904 Central Ave SE. $15-$20.
7:30-9:30pm. 18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/5xkq.

SATURDAY AUG 25
CANYON CLUB AT FOUR HILLS Albuquerque Speech Language
and Hearing Center Gala Fundraiser. A fundraising event featuring
several wonderful packages and items for auction. Formerly Four
Hills Country Club. $65-$600. 6-9pm. ALL-AGES! 247-4224.
alibi.com/v/5xw9.

DOUBLE EAGLE II AIRPORT Land of Enchantment Fly-In. Stroll
the aircraft flight line, talk with pilots, enter to win a free flight,
enjoy a pancake breakfast, fajita lunch, kids' activities and so
much more. 7401 Paseo Del Volcan NW. 7am-3pm. ALL-AGES!
933-1003. alibi.com/v/5wgs.

HOTEL ANDALUZ Standing for Immigrant Justice: Keeping
Families Together. The fundraiser of the year in support of the
N.M. Faith Coalition for Immigrant Justice features immigrants
telling their stories of striving to achieve stable lives. 125 Second
Street NW. $50. 11am-2pm. ALL-AGES! 217-5846.
alibi.com/v/5wvm.

O'NIELL'S PUB, Nob Hill The 2018 Models of Hope Awards.
Honoring three individuals and a business making a difference
in the community, the ceremony includes a dinner with dessert,
entertainment and a presentation of the awards. 4310 Central
Ave SE. $35. 7pm. 255-6782. alibi.com/v/5x6l.

KIDS
GALLOPING GRACE YOUTH RANCH, Rio Rancho Galloping
Grace Youth Ranch Ser vice Project. Get involved in raising
animals, growing crops, exploring the outdoors, functioning on
a working, sustainable ranch, where children are empowered to
lead, teach, work and play alongside others. 1500 Sea Rd.
9am-noon. alibi.com/v/5wwx.

LEARN
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN Pollinators in Your Backyard.
Learn to attract more of nature’s pollinators to the backyard
with native landscape designer, Judith Phillips. 2601 Central
Ave NW. 10am-noon. 768-2000. alibi.com/v/5wwv.

ELENA GALLEGOS PICNIC AREA Once Upon a Fig. History
through story on figs in N.M. by the Figman, Lloyd Kreitzer 7100
Tramway Blvd NE. 7pm. ALL-AGES! 452-2505. alibi.com/v/5ql5.

!EXPLORA! Think It, Build It Challenges. Let the imagination
and creativity loose and explore designing and building through
fun challenges hosted by professionals working in STEM. 1701
Mountain Rd NW. $0-$8. 11am-2pm. ALL-AGES! 224-8300.
alibi.com/v/5xyw.

SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY Home Hive Beekeeping Basics.
Jodi Hedderig teaches the basics of beekeeping, selecting a
hive, how to obtain bees, essential tools and other considerations
before making the commitment to keep bees. 1025 Broadway
Blvd SE. 11am-12:30pm. ALL-AGES! 764-1742.
alibi.com/v/5v12.

OUTDOOR
BALLOON FIESTA PARK The 3rd Annual Buzz Averill Memorial
F5J Soaring Classic. Watch top pilots from the region compete
as they fly high performance, radio control gliders, attempt to
stay aloft for 10 minutes and land on a target. 5000 Balloon
Fiesta Parkway NE. 9am-3pm. ALL-AGES! 346-0660.
alibi.com/v/5ruk.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Embodied Creativity and
Improvisation. Give form to inner creativity through dance and
music improvisation as well as meditation and mindfulness
practices. 3215 Central Ave NE. $10-$12. 4:15-5:45pm. 13+.
350-6971. alibi.com/v/55dg.

SUNDAY AUG 26
MANZANO DEL SOL Albuquerque Death Cafe. Come together
in a relaxed, confidential and safe setting to discuss death while
enjoying snacks. It’s an interesting, unstructured conversation,
open and free-flowing with no specific agenda. 5201 Roma Ave.
NE. 3-5pm. 21+. 265-7215. alibi.com/v/5wp3.

NEW MEXICO VETERANS MEMORIAL Indoor Picnic to Support
Literacy. Reading Works, an adult literacy nonprofit, presents a
fundraiser to support literacy programming  with food, games
and prizes. 1100 Louisiana Blvd SE. $35. Noon-2pm. ALL-AGES!
321-9620. alibi.com/v/5vco.

KIDS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Music and Movement. Kids learn
fundamentals of music and dance through integrative methods
of teaching movement and sound together. 3215 Central Ave
NE. $10. 12:45-1:45pm. 350-6971. alibi.com/v/55c1.

SOL ACTING ACADEMY Free Acting Class. Students learn about
acting fundamentals and get a taste of upcoming fall after
school programs. 5500 San Mateo Blvd NE. 2-4pm. ALL-AGES!
881-0975. alibi.com/v/5xc6.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
GAYATRI TEMPLE Annual Celebration of Gayatri Devi. Bring
flowers and fruit to offer at this spiritual celebration. 136
Washington St SE. $20. 2-4pm. ALL-AGES! 639-8799.
alibi.com/v/5wvt.

MONDAY AUG 27
LEARN
SELF SERVE How to Have a Threesome. Group Sex Goddess
Luna Matatas provides the practical tools to explore a sexy land-
scape of more than two bodies for inexperienced and experienced
singles and couples of all genders. 3904 Central Ave SE.
$15-$20. 7:30-9pm. 18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/5xks.

TUESDAY AUG 28
HYATT REGENCY DOWNTOWN 2018 Visit Albuquerque Annual
Meeting Luncheon. Celebrate the travel and tourism industry,
hear from key leaders including Mayor Tim Keller and City Council
President Ken Sanchez and learn about exciting destination
developments. 330 Tijeras Ave NW. $45-$340.
11:30am-1:30pm. 18+. 223-3407. alibi.com/v/5xca.

LEARN
SELF SERVE Bedroom Bondage for Beginners. Playfully explore
the different kinds of restraints, how to create a scene and stay
safe and sexy. 3904 Central Ave SE. $15-$20. 7:30-9pm. 18+.
265-5815. alibi.com/v/5xkt.

OUTDOOR
ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN Night Walk. Explore the
wonders of nightfall on a guided tour through the garden in
search of night-blooming plants, nocturnal animals and night
pollinators. 2601 Central Ave NW. 6:30-8:30pm. 768-2000.
alibi.com/v/5xe5.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
KADAMPA MEDITATION CENTER NEW MEXICO Buddhist
Psychology for Modern Living. A practical guide for developing
a light and positive state of mind. 142 Monroe St NE. $10.
11:30am-12:45pm. ALL-AGES! 292-5293. alibi.com/v/5x7f.

NORTH DOMINGO BACA MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER Intro
to Hula Class. A six-week class series with basic foot and hand
motions to establish a solid foundation for dancing Hawaii's
beautiful, living cultural storytelling art. 7521 Carmel Ave NE.
$35. 6-7pm. 13+. 440-5295. alibi.com/v/5wty.

WEDNESDAY AUG 29
JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Get in the Groove: Intergenerational
Dance Party. Kids bring grandparents or other elders and seniors
bring the young people in their lives to create some wonderful
memories and learn something new together. 3407 Juan Tabo
Blvd NE. 3:30-5pm. 291-6260. alibi.com/v/5wx2.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY Best Ways to Protect Bones
and Joints. Understand the specific functions of the skeletal
and muscular system and how they work together to produce
all of our movements. 3904 Isleta Blvd SW. 4:30-5:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 877-5170. alibi.com/v/5x1d.

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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The Liberated Poem 
An Infected Sunset by Demian

DinéYazhi'

I read An Infected Sunset in an afternoon, that
feeling of “one more page,” compelling my fingers
to flip another and another as I reached the bottom
right corner. Every time. Demian DinéYazhi's book
has this effect—of both being familiar and offering
hard-won insight, difficult things dragged out into
the desert sun and revealed by honest, precise
words. I.e.” “in this economy money affords us
moments of gratitude,” “queerness doesn't always
have to be about sex but straight people/ wouldn't
have it any other way,” “when there's no one left to
trust/ destroy white supremacy/ until there's
nothing left but love/ destroy white supremacy/
until we are able to choose/ how we wish to
survive/ destroy white supremacy …” 

DinéYazhi' writes the hard stuff without
obscuring or embroidering it with language. Each
line is embedded with further power by virtue of
DinéYazhi''s astute humor, an ability to pivot from
sex to love to queerness to Indigineity to capitalism
and manage to work in a joke along the way—
showing us how intimately these things are bound
up together and the power of vulnerability yes, but
resilience, too. In “Water is life,” he unpacks “a
simple equation/ even a mathematician could get
behind,” and a legacy of colonization that has led to
tragedy again and again—“google: moskva river fire
after oil spill 2015/ google: cuyahoga river fire
1969/ google: wounded knee 1973 …,” and on and
on. But he doesn't stop there—with playfulness
that is also so deftly cutting he continues: “over one
hundred million Indigenous people killed/ let me
help you imagine that number:/ imagine every
person who has ever owned a tina turner/ or adel or
britney spears or david bowie album: dead/
annihilated/ because of colonial dumbfuckery
european curiosity.” 

An Infected Sunset explores the potential of
form to underscore content. Begun just after the
Pulse nightclub shooting in Orlando, in the midst of
ongoing killings of Black men by police. DinéYazhi'
continued to compose in the midst of Standing
Rock, and the election of Donald Trump—the work
transcends from chapbook to “the liberated poem,”
it reflects other aspirations—loose pages unbound.
It is both mirror and map to the future, written with
the same depth and incredible awareness that
DinéYazhi' brings to the fettered pages. We land
somewhere triumphant: “somewhere sade is
playing with/ a love wider than the great/ lakes
taller than buildings built/ by mohawks in the
empire state/ and I think of all the beautiful/ brown
bodies sweating and/ kissing and celebrating one/
another fucking their way back/ into existence or
repopulating/ the rez and I think of all the/ beautiful
brown babies born/ because of this kind of magic.”

An Infected Sunset figures into that magic—a
critical offering. With language cognizant and
meticulous, there is a strong sense that DinéYazhi'
is writing his heart. But these personal struggles
are situated in the long stretch of history, and
have ancient resonance. It is apparent that this is
more than one heart, that it, in fact, speaks to
many.  a

POETRY REVIEW

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

ARTS | CULTURE SHOCK

Wings of Change
Flight tests art-making as social practice

conversations shifting—“He
started asking me, 'Do people
really feel this way?' and
watching the news, we're both
wondering, what's going to
happen?”

In the aftermath of alleged
human rights abuses, Cibola
Detention Center—once a
prison—became a facility where
migrants are held. The
relationship between Crider's
own experiences of
incarceration, as well as her
broader interest in such
injustices is naturally extended
to the detention of immigrants.
“It's really the same
conversation,” she said, which
largely hinges on “how we lock
people up based on color.”
Crider's dedication to exploring
these issues, generating
conversation, and perhaps—if
we are lucky—even empathy,
led her to apply for and receive
a Right of Return Fellowship,
which supports formerly
incarcerated artists. Partially
sponsored through that
fellowship, she spent the last year and a half
developing Flight, a multi-part installation
that will open at the UNM Museum of Art (1
University of New Mexico) on Friday, Aug.
24 with a reception from 4 to 7pm. 

As viewers descend the museum stairs into
the lower gallery, they are greeted by a flock
of some 650 migratory birds of more than 70
different species. They are suspended by
barely visible wire, so much so that their pale
wings—made from wood salvaged from a
dumpster, of course—seem to be lifted by a
breeze. These were made by Crider, her
assistant Magdalena Ramos-Mullane and
about 150 visitors to community workshops
led by Crider and other artists which aimed
to generate conversation around the
detention of immigrants and build
connection and empathy. This was a vital
piece of the process for Crider. “I think that
having an exhibition in a museum or a
gallery, it doesn't have any breadth, you
know?” Instead, she aims to litmus test the
effectiveness of how art might generate
cultural change through workshops, through
more discussion and expansive interfacing
with the community at large—not just the art
community. “I don't know,” she said, “but I
do know that art has potential.” 

In the rest of the gallery, there is video
projection of bird refuges, several gouache
paintings by Crider which hone in on
detention centers and the massive profits
they turn, interactive maps illustrating
shifting borders throughout history and
sculpture as well. Reflecting on her personal

experiences, the figures who have so
impacted her life and how politics, profits and
racism has shaped collective futures—it kind
of all coalesced into this project. “It's amazing
how the universe created this moment where
I could put together all these really complex
ideas,” she said. 

“My short notes to history,” she went on
“is that it repeats itself. … It's just the long
story of power, money and violence.” She
pointed out that so many of the conversations
that arise out of Flight—on mass
incarceration, on conservation, on
immigration—have been vital talking points
since the ’70s. “So what is it that keeps us
from making change happen?” She asked. We
wondered aloud that perhaps, sadly, it is
existing power structures perpetuating
themselves ad infinitum. I asked Crider if
intensely engaging with these topics ever
weighs on her. “I would say, about every six
weeks, I'll have a day where I feel super
depressed,” she said. “But there's no benefit
in that. I feel terrible, but it's not helping the
situation—the better path is to try to do
something.” 

Proceeds from workshops and the purchase
of birds from Flight have gone directly to the
New Mexico Immigrant Law Center
(nmilc.org). Throughout the duration of the
exhibition—that is, until Dec.1—there will
be workshops and panel discussions on art as
social practice, mass incarceration and radical
empathy building. A full schedule of these
can be found online at
artmuseum.unm.edu/events.  a

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

S
heri Crider described looking through the

fence onto the building and surrounding

grounds of Cibola Detention Center—a

large, privately run center that detains

immigrants west of Albuquerque. Mass

incarceration has long been an inquiry of

Crider's work. She was at the facility near

Milan doing research, observation and

documenting the place while security

patrolled the fence line. “They don't want

people to see it,” she pointed out. She

described a moment that day when a flock of

birds rose skyward from the ground. Crider

was struck by their “magical interaction with

that environment.” 
Birds symbolize a lot of things for many of

us who are so firmly earthbound. For Crider
they are “a symbol of migration and freedom,”
but carry even more weight than that on the
curved backs of their wings. Hanging in her
workshop at Sanitary Tortilla Factory—the
gallery and artist studios that she started
which has been located on the corner of
Second Street and Lead Avenue since 2016—
is a duck-like form built in wood, suspended
on wire. It hangs among more of similar
design, but it has an aged, weathered quality
that stands out. 

“This body of work is inspired by two men
in my life, a half-decade apart, from two
different countries,” Crider explained. This
particular bird was constructed by her
grandfather many years ago, out of wood
salvaged from an Arizona dumpster. “That
bird is very symbolic of my grandfather's
exceptional empathy,” Crider said, going on
to describe how it has traveled with her from
studio to studio. “He was the person in my
life, who—through multiple incarcerations—
would always listen and always extend
empathy towards me. I like to focus on the
possibility of creating empathy in the
conversations surrounding mass
incarceration.” 

The second man who has shaped this
expansive project—titled Flight—was a man
Crider befriended at a construction site where
they both worked 14 years ago. He was from
Veracruz, Mexico, and supported his whole
family there by working almost every single
day. He and Crider became close friends.
After Donald Trump was elected, she
described the course of their usual
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Birds await flight in Crider’s workshop
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ARTS | INTERVIEW

Fantasy as Reality
BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

A
lbuquerque's own fantasy and science fiction

festival—renowned the galaxy over—is

celebrating 50 years with this year's con

August 24 to 26. This year's theme is “The

Golden Age of Science Fiction,” seeing as

Bubonicon is marking their own golden birthday.

Welcomed into the Bubonicon 50 fold are

authors John Scalzi, Mary Robinette Kowal, S.

M. Stirling, Jane Lindskold and many more.

Artists visiting the con include Lee Moyer and

guest artist Eric Velhagen. 
Velhagen lives and works in Albuquerque

and has created sweeping works for Magic: The
Gathering, and Imagine FX magazine. He also
handled illustrations for the 2018 Game of
Thrones calendar. Velhagen was always an artist,
but his path to success in this realm was many
years coming. After 25 years of practice and in
the midst of something of a mid-life crisis,
Velhagen submitted work to famous fantasy and
sci-fi art publication Spectrum's 17th edition.
Much to his surprise, he got in. Since then, there
has been no looking back. 

Alibi: What attracted you to fantasy art and

stories early-on in life?

Velhagen: The escapism and the adventures.
This happened during my high school years. …
It's a lot more fun to imagine being the muscular
hero … than to sit in a classroom trying to learn
math or writing. In fact, I remember trying to
turn in a drawing instead of a math assignment.
… Needless to say, I didn't get the grade I was
hoping for.

How did your fantasy art sensibilities

translate to your life as an illustrator and,

later on, when you worked in construction?

It really didn't when I was a freelance illustrator.
Almost all of the work I got during those years
was in advertising fields. I worked on assignments
for banks, ice cream companies, cars, state fair
stuff, so forth and so on. I appreciated the work,
it paid the bills, but it was so artistically
unfulfilling that I dropped out. I needed a break
from art, so I dropped into construction with my
brother. Unintentionally, and very thankfully,
with construction being my day job, I'd come
home and draw and paint things that I had
always wanted to, especially Lord of the Rings
stuff. When I first got into fantasy art, I was
introduced to the artwork of Frank Frazetta. At
about the same time, the Brothers Hildebrandt
released their 1977 Tolkien Calendar. I read the
books and loved the whole Middle-earth world.
After the Brothers Hildebrandt calendars, each
year there would be different artists painting
their artistic visions from Tolkien's written
works. I wanted to be one of those artists. So, I
did hundreds of sketches, concept drawings,
many paintings … all in the hopes of submitting
my work for consideration to be in a Tolkien
Calendar. Unfortunately, before I was quite ready
to submit my work to the publisher, Peter
Jackson's Lord of the Rings movies came out. The
only calendars that I saw afterwards were stills

from the movies and no individual artistic
interpretations.

Can you tell us more about what finally

prompted you to submit to Spectrum 17 and

set you on this course in life?

The were two reasons for submitting to Spectrum
17. The first was the 12 years of construction was
starting to take a toll on my body. The second
was a middle-age crisis. I could see myself lying
on my deathbed and thinking I should have
done something with my fantasy art. Instead, I
wanted to be lying on my deathbed and saying:
At least say I tried. So I tried. I submitted 4 to 6
pieces to Spectrum 17 and to my astonishment, 2
pieces got in.

How did it feel to get that first recognition

for your work?

Totally shocking. For 25 years and in a rather
unfocused manor, I was trying to do fantasy art,
so it was hard to grasp that that door was
suddenly open. I must have read Spectrum's
notification letter a dozen times trying to absorb
the fact that I got in. But that door was really
thrown open with the invitation to show my
work at IlluXCon. IlluXCon is a venue for
fantasy artists to show their works. It is an
unbelievable collection of talent and I consider
myself very fortunate to be a part of it. 

What have you learned over the ups and

downs of your life and career as an artist?

A lot, but the one I'd like to share is this: To be
kind to yourself. It's hard. There is this self-
imposed “standard of excellence" that artists
place upon ourselves that many times can be
unforgiving, and ultimately damaging. This
"standard of excellence" is fine, but being kind to
oneself is equally important.

What is your advice to young artists that

would like to break into this field?

There was this sign outside of a church that I saw
here in town that I love. It said: "Be yourself,
everyone else is taken." What I take away from
that statement is that every artist has something
unique to say. Don't paint like Frazetta or Brom,
or whoever you are drawn to. It's fine to learn
from them, to extrapolate artistic info, but as you
grow, trust and enjoy your artistic voice and sing
forth. I really love to hear what every artist has to
say. a

More information on Bubonicon 50 is available online at
bubonicon.com. Or head to the Albuquerque Marriott Uptown (2102
Louisiana Blvd. NE) over the course of the weekend to get in on the
action.  

“Genieve” by Eric Velhagen, guest artist at 
Bubonicon 50
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THURSDAY AUG 23
WORDS
RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Duke City Story
Slam. People tell true, five-minute stories from their lives, without
notes, on this month’s theme, "Coming Home."  A panel of
judges score each story and top scores take home a prize. 400
Gold Ave SW. $2-$5. 7pm. 21+. alibi.com/v/5xvp.

STAGE
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF GREATER ALBUQUERQUE

The Wizard of Oz Organizational Meeting for Volunteers. No audi-
tion required just show up and volunteer. Seeking adults or
teens to fill lead roles in the production. 5520 Wyoming Blvd
NE. 7-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! 236-9796. alibi.com/v/5xem.

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Too Much Light
Makes the Baby Go Blind. See the longest running show in
Chicago history. A rapid-fire showcasing of 30 pieces performed
in 60 minutes. 110 Gold Ave SW. $15. 8pm. 15+.
alibi.com/v/5xvy.

SONG & DANCE
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Chatter
Summer Concert Series. Featuring lively and ethereal music
each week with new selections played by local classical musi-
cians. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! 243-7255.
alibi.com/v/5wiw.

N4TH THEATER Wagogo. An eclectic group of musicians making
a rhythmic cocktail from their Chicano influences, Northern
Mexico folk songs, calypso island grooves and the captivating
spirit music of Zimbabwe play live. 4904 Fourth Street NW.
12:30-1:30pm. alibi.com/v/5xl9.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Summer Thursday Jazz Nights:
Kadish, Gagan, Bartlit Trio with Toni Morgan and Soulful Sounds.
Enjoy a live performance with renowned jazz, soul and gospel.
210 Yale Blvd SE. $10-$15. 7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES!
268-0044. alibi.com/v/5qsf.

FRIDAY AUG 24
ALBUQUERQUE MARRIOTT Bubonicon 50. The golden age of
science fiction in literature, movies and early TV shows is cele-
brated with more than 55 people participating in programming,
from authors and artists to local filmmakers. 2101 Louisiana
Blvd NE. $15-$45. 3:30-11:55pm. ALL-AGES! 559-0931.
alibi.com/v/5xet.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Pride and Prejudice. Finding
a husband is hardly Elizabeth Bennet's priority. But with four
sisters, an overzealous matchmaking mother and a string of
unsuitable suitors, it's difficult to escape the subject. 224 San
Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23. 7:30-10pm. ALL-AGES! 242-4750.
alibi.com/v/5vc1.

AUX DOG THEATRE Redemption: The Solo Show. Presenting the
challenges faced in bringing an end to sexual assault from the
perspective of a woman therapist empowered by her own assault.
3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE. $12. 7:30-8:30pm. 18+. (303)
349-8727. alibi.com/v/5x1r.

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Hive
Improv Comedy. An all-new long-form improv show comprised
of nine improvisers, comedians and actors who have graduated
from The Box's Improv program. 100 Gold Ave SW. $8.
10:15-11:30pm. 15+. 404-1578. alibi.com/v/5s4u.

MUSICAL THEATRE SOUTHWEST Nine, The Musical. The story
of a celebrated film director and his attempts to find a plot for
his next film as he is pursued by hordes of beautiful women, all
clamoring to be loved by him alone. 6320 Domingo Rd NE.
$20-$22. 7:30-10:30pm. 18+. 265-9119. alibi.com/v/5vev.

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Too Much Light
Makes the Baby Go Blind. 110 Gold Ave SW. $15. 8pm. 15+.
See 8/23 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE Oleanna. Drama by David Mamet about the
accusations of sexual exploitation between a male university
professor and a female student. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $18-$22.
7:30pm. 13+. 247-8600. alibi.com/v/5xau.

SONG & DANCE
MAIN LIBRARY AMP Concert: Julian Dossett Trio. Enjoy live
music from the now local, bayou-bred musician. 501 Copper
Ave NW. Noon-1pm. ALL-AGES! 768-5141. alibi.com/v/5v10.

OLD TOWN PLAZA Latin Dance Night: Son Como Son. Enjoy live

CALENDAR | ARTS & LIT 

Cuban salsa on the plaza. 200 Romero St NW. 7-9pm. 311.
alibi.com/v/5xxd.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Roust the House Teen
Performance Night. Featuring local teen bands and soloists,
from punk rock to classical piano, to singer-songwriters, hip-
hoppers, spoken word artists and more. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $3.
7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0044. alibi.com/v/5srp.

LEARN
NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE

Would Leonardo da Vinci Make a Good Astrobiologist? A lecture
debating if he lived today, how he would relate to the highly
interdisciplinary field of astrobiology and discuss whether he
would be one of our greatest astrobiologists today. 1801
Mountain Rd NW. 6:30-8pm. 13+. 841-2866. alibi.com/v/5vl1.

SATURDAY AUG 25
WORDS
BARNES & NOBLE Author Signing with Clarissa Hastings. The
local author signs copies of her book The Healing Basket, a
book about healing sorrows with memories on how love never
dies. 6600 Menaul Blvd NE. 1-3pm. ALL-AGES! 883-8200.
alibi.com/v/5xuv.

ART
OT CIRCUS GALLERY Surreal Surroundings: The Art of Hannah
Bradley. Works by local artist Garnet Smith Art, for one night
only with light refreshments available. 709 Central Ave NW.
5-9pm. (678) 923-2755. alibi.com/v/5wwu.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Pride and Prejudice. 224 San
Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23. 7:30-10pm. ALL-AGES! See 8/24
listing.

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Too Much Light
Makes the Baby Go Blind. 110 Gold Ave SW. $15. 8pm. 15+.
See 8/23 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE Oleanna. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $18-$22.
7:30pm. 13+. See 8/24 listing.

SONG & DANCE
ABQ BIOPARK ZOO Country For Kidz. Enjoy live music from
Stetson Walker, Kyle Martin and Josh Gracin with proceeds bene-
fiting NewDay. 903 10th Street SW. $0-$100. 7-10pm.
ALL-AGES! 768-2000. alibi.com/v/5x6m.

ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Roger Jameson
and Jaded Heart Live. Bring a lawn chair, picnic blanket and
feast or grab a bite from a fabulous local food truck while enjoying
live music. 6500 Coors Blvd NW. 6-9pm. 897-8831.
alibi.com/v/5x67.

CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Dulcimers: Sweet Sounds of History.
An introduction to these instruments through a variety of music
styles, from traditional to contemporary, presented by the
Dulcineas and Scott and Irma Reeder. 6901 Barstow St NE.
1-2pm. ALL-AGES! 857-8321. alibi.com/v/5v0s.

FLAMENCO WORKS, INC. Fiesta Flamenca. Celebrate the end
of summer and practice patadas and letras. Hang out and enjoy
the music, food, dance and good company. 1010 Coal Ave SW.
$2-$10. 6-8pm. ALL-AGES! 503-6040. alibi.com/v/5xkz.

OLD TOWN PLAZA Summertime in Old Town: Silver Crow Asylum.
Enjoy live jazz and blues on the plaza. 200 Romero St NW.
7-9pm. See 8/24 listing.

ST. STEPHEN'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Solid Grounds
Coffeehouse. Last Call Jazz plays across live jazz raging from
bebop to swing to music of today, as well as blues, R&B and
original songs. 4601 Juan Tabo NE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!
293-9673. alibi.com/v/5wvz.

LEARN
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY O'Keeffe: Close Up and
Faraway. Learn about the artist and her work at the Chautauqua
program presented by Deborah Blanche. A selection of paintings,
quotes and photographs are woven into a canvas telling her
stor y. 423 Central Ave NE. 10:30-11:30am. ALL-AGES!
848-1376. alibi.com/v/5v1b.

SUNDAY AUG 26
SONG & DANCE
OLD TOWN PLAZA Summertime in Old Town: Five Mile Float.
Enjoy live indie pop on the plaza. 200 Romero St NW. 1-3pm.
See 8/24 listing.

LEARN
[ C ] Feedback Loop: Kemely Gomez. A lecture series providing
local artists and creatives the opportunity to engage in critical
dialogue with their peers and the public on topics of their
choosing. 1120 Tijeras Ave NW. 7pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5s7l

ARTS & LIT

CALENDAR

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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FOOD | RESTAURANT REVIEW

BY HOSHO MCCREESH

F
or years, one of the best kept dining secrets
in Downtown was La Quiche Parisienne. A
small patio and cozy storefront tucked into

the Fourth Street Mall, it was a touch off the
beaten path but always worth the search. Then
they closed, and the city turned Fourth back
into a street, and gone were those delicious
days. Or so I thought. Then I stumbled on to
their new location in the Mountain Run
Shopping Center. But as is so often the case, I
worried that with a change of location might
come a change in the fundamentals of what
originally made the place great. I had to find
out.

The new space is far more airy and
polished—we’ll call it “elevated European
farmhouse”—with high ceilings, a rustic but
refined feel, warm woods, elegant polishes of
shining glass and earthy-toned wall-sized
graphics of street scenes in Paris. They do a
brisk Sunday brunch, so expect a short wait.
Or if you’d prefer, their to-go was quick even
with a full restaurant, and well packed for
travel—making for a slow, easy and refined
brunch at home. For me, catching a late lunch
was far more relaxing, with no wait to be
seated and hardly any bustle. The downside
was all the fresh-baked sweets had already
been picked over—not that there are any bad
treats on offer.

First was one of their Sunday Specials—the
poached eggs Benedict ($13). Instead of an
English muffin, the Benedict is served on a
soft-crusted, lightly toasted bun. What on the
face seemed a dull choice from such a terrific
bakery was actually the perfect vehicle for the
silky yolk, and the superb hollandaise sauce—
the subtle citrus putting it heads and shoulders
above the competition. The fresh European
mix of greens on the salad served up with a
creamy mustard vinaigrette was sumptuous
and, based on salt it might’ve got from

anchovies, make it a homerun for anyone
who’s a fan of freshmade Caesar dressing. But
the star of breakfast was the omelette
Parisienne ($10)—it was my backup choice,
and am I glad I had to “settle” for it when they
were out of my first. The folded eggs encased
the cubed ham, the bacon and the Swiss
cheese—trapping the salt and lipids in its own
luxurious sauce. It came with a small, hard-
crusted roll and was dusted with fresh-chopped
herbs—simple but utterly perfect in flavor and
execution. It was plenty, but wisely leaves
some room for bigger appetites to dabble in

something sweet for dessert. I
took an Americano to drink
($2.75), a sturdy cup of coffee
courtesy of their local source,
Red Rock Roasters.

For lunch you could do a
lot worse than the croque
madame ($10.50), even in
Paris! La Quiche Parisienne’s
version takes two hunks of
white bread, a silky béchamel
sauce, then melts Swiss with a
few thin slices of ham. Served
with an egg on top, it’s a bistro
standard, and truly
indistinguishable from some of
the finest you might get just off

the Champs-Élysées. But seeing as we’re in
America, you can take a small basket of fries as
your side instead of the side salad. Having
tried both, I recommend whichever grabs your
fancy, as they’re both solid. The French
country pâté sandwich ($14)—is every bit as
surprising as it sounds. An unexpectedly thick
cut of pâté, moist and earthy, plus the quick
bite of horseradish in the Dijon, and the briny
burst of cornichons are like fireworks for the
senses. Served with sliced tomatoes and a
clutch of greens, all on top of a perfectly crusty
baguette. It's a testament to simplicity, and
with either the fries or the side salad, makes
for a perfect midday meal. If it’s a hot day, I’d
add a glass of ice-cold Kronenbourg 1664 and
leave full, misty-eyed and happy. If it’s chilly,
they also offer up a couple N.M. wines,
Marble's Red, and a super affordable wine list,
with no bottle above $40.

Of course, you can’t leave without taking
some delightful baked goodies. The trio
mousse ($5) is three luscious layers, big on
chocolate flavor without the assault of too
much sugar. The white, milk and dark layers
look dense, but are light and luxurious as they
melt away. The cinnamon roll ($2.70) is a
crowd-pleaser, light on the cinnamon, but long
on sweet iced and baked deliciousness. The
three-fruit danish had sliced strawberries, a
cluster of raspberries and another of
blueberries, clung to the danish with a sweet,
custard-like vanilla cream. So go on, get one
… you deserve it!

Just like that, what was the best kept secret
in Downtown has become the best kept dining
secret in the Northeast Heights. Owners
Sabine and Bruno have not only taken
everything terrific about their old shop with
them, they’ve expanded their menu and their
operation intelligently. For those familiar with
the old spot, everything is just as you
remember. And for those of you new to La
Quiche Parisienne, dépêche-toi!?a

Like Running Into An 
Old Friend

Le Quiche Parisienne’s new digsSummer

in Paris
BY ROBIN BABB

Whether you’re more familiar with the
French Riviera or the French Quarter,
there are plenty of places in Albuquerque
to get a taste of authentic French cuisine.
Read Hosho McCreesh’s review of Le
Quiche Parisienne in this issue, and
check out these other restaurants in the
city that will cater to your wanderlust
and make you feel, if only for the
evening, that you’re dining in the City of
Lights. Bon appetit, mes amis. a

NOB HILL

ELAINE’S 

3503 Central Ave NE, 433-4782 • $$$$
[French, Italian, Fine Dining] First off, you

might want to dress up a little so you don’t feel

like a total boob in Elaine’s intimate, hip/luxe

dining room. Secondly, make sure you’ve got a

full wallet before going in—we’re talking $55 a

person minimum. And finally, ready your palate

for some spectacular food. We recommend the

filet mignon or the Scottish salmon, but really,

it’s hard to go wrong at a place like this. Be sure

to check out the extensive wine list as well.

P’TIT LOUIS BISTRO

3218 Silver Ave SE, 314-1110 • $$
[Fine Dining, French] P’tit Louis’ digs is a

collaboration between Christopher

Descarpentries, John Phinizy and Tom White of Il

Vicino and Two Fools Tavern. With classy lunch,

dinner and wine menus, this lovely bistro will

truly transport you to France. The delicousness

doesn’t stop with hors d’oeuvres and entrées;

the dessert choices are absolutely to die for, so

make sure to save room. 

NORTHEAST HEIGHTS

CHEZ AXEL

6209 Montgomery Blvd NE, 881-8104 •
$$$

[French] Oui, messieurs and mesdames, a

good piece of quiche is the international

language of love. Chez Axel serves

Mediterranean-French cuisine, and the crêpes

are très bons. Order them stuffed with salmon,

tarragon sauce and cheese, or mushrooms,

bacon and béchamel sauce. Have a leisurely

lunch from 11am to 2pm or a relaxing dinner

from 5 to 9pm. And don’t forget an orange

marmalade and liqueur-covered plate of crêpes

Suzette for dessert—you won’t be disappointed,

so allez vous-en! 

Chowtown
a rotating guide to restaurants we like

suggest a restaurant or search for more at:

w alibi.com/chowtown

These listings have no connection with Alibi advertising

La Quiche Parisienne 
5850 Eubank Blvd., Ste. 17

242-2808
laquicheparisiennebistro.com

Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-3pm, Sun 8am-2pm
Alibi Recommends: The omelette Parisienne, a croque

madame and a cinnamon roll or something sweet
Vibe: Elevated European farmhouse with high
ceilings and a rustic, refined feel built on warm

woods and elegant polishes. 

The salad niçoise

The delicate, layered pistachio cake
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BY CHRISTINA HARTSOCK

I
found the perfect cucumber when I

discovered Silver Leaf Farms. Not since

living in Beirut, Lebanon, where they

harvest cucumbers before they become big and

bitter, have I tasted such sublimely sweet and

crisp little cucumbers. In the States, it can be

harder to find such cucumbers—but Silver

Leaf Farms is an exception. Their cucumbers

are so delicious you can eat them straight off

the vine. I did exactly that when I visited the

farm’s headquarters in Corrales, where Elan

Silverblatt-Buser gave me a tour of his

greenhouses and a passionate account of his

journey into farming.
Elan and his brother Aaron Silverblatt-

Buser grew up in the Corrales area. They were
encouraged by their parents to grow food—
with the rule that if they planted something,
they would have to eat it. This early practice
helped them see and understand the process of
growing things. As Aaron grew up, he decided
he was going to be a farmer. He started a
backyard garden and then began growing food
on small 1/2 to 2 acre plots, experimenting
with seed catalogs from Johnny’s Seeds to see
which crops grew best in the desert climate.
Meanwhile, Elan went away to college to study
plant biology, climate change and food
security, only to realize that what he was really
interested in doing couldn’t be learned in a
classroom. About three years ago, he moved
back to New Mexico and started farming full-
time with his brother.

It really seems like Elan is in his element
out in the fields or in the greenhouses, not
only because he’s always smiling, but also
because of the way he speaks about farming.
“Farming is never boring!” he tells me. Of
course, Elan can apply a lot of what he learned
in college about plant biology to his business;
there’s a lot to know about sustainable
agriculture. There’s a science to soil,
composting and crop rotation, and New
Mexico has its own unique farming challenges.
Elan and Aaron believe it’s important to be
resource efficient, which is why they use solar
energy and grow food year-round in
greenhouses. Vegetables grown in greenhouses
use much less water than those grown in the
field. For example, their lettuce produced in
greenhouses uses approximately one gallon of
water per head, whereas lettuce grown in the
field may use 60 to 80 gallons of water per
head. Food grown in greenhouses is not
affected by evaporation or competition from
weeds, and watering can be done more
precisely. 

Connecting to the land and to other people
in the community are what keep Elan
passionate about his work. He emphasizes

close relationships with people being as
important to the farming process as is the
growing of food. Silver Leaf Farms value their
employees and don’t rely on interns to work
the farm. They pay their seven full-time
employees a living wage in hopes that someday
they will also pursue careers in agriculture.
“We don’t ever want to take the personal
touch out of farming, and enjoy being
connected to the community through growing
food,” says Elan.

Having a personal connection with one’s
food is rare these days. In the grocery store we
can find carrots and lettuce from California
and exotic fruits from South America, but it’s
more gratifying, healthy and better for the
planet to eat food that’s grown locally. That’s
one of the things that Elan highlights about
his farming experience. It’s incredibly
rewarding to deal directly with clients through
local farmers’ markets, restaurants and grocery
stores. None of the produce from Silver Leaf
Farms travels farther than Santa Fe.

I keep thinking of the word “alive” as I
walk through Silver Leaf Farms. There is vivid
life all over the farm, from the Corrales
buttercrunch “living” lettuce that is harvested
with roots intact to retain its nutritional value,
to the energy collected from the sun to operate
the business, to the passion flowing out of both
brothers. When Elan talks about his love of
farming, there is an energy that is
unmistakable.

Those little cucumbers are a good enough
reason to support Silver Leaf Farms, but more
importantly, it’s a thoroughly uplifting
experience to buy delicious vegetables
produced by those who love and appreciate
the farming process, and who are painstakingly
resource efficient. Your taste buds will be
pleased and your conscience eased knowing
that you are supporting a business run by
brothers who are good stewards of the land and
who value their community.  a
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FOOD | FARMER SPOTLIGHT

Silver Leaf Farms 

of Corrales
The gold standard in organic vegetables

CHRISTINA HARTSOCK
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FILM | FILM REVIEW

Papillon
New take on famed French tale of prison life can’t escape the past

he didn’t commit. He’s soon packed up by
the local police and shipped off to a
notoriously brutal penal colony halfway
around the world in French Guiana. 

En route, Papi encounters reedy white-
collar criminal Louis Dega (Rami Malik
from “Mr. Robot,” stepping into Dustin
Hoffman’s shoes). Dega is a former banker
who got busted for forging government
bonds. The rumor is he’s smuggled a sizable
fortune into the penal colony, secreted away
in a very personal place. Sensing an
opportunity, Papillon offers to protect Dega
from the other prisoners, provided he
bankrolls an escape whenever the
opportunity presents. The harsh realities of
life in this tropical hellhole of a prison soon
make themselves quite clear to Dega, and he
forms a mutually beneficial relationship with
our titular tough guy.

The makers of Papillon have certainly
done their best to pay tribute to the original.
Hunnam’s scruffy charisma and Malik’s
twitchy appeal make them carbon copies of
McQueen and Hoffman. On the one hand,
it’s clever casting. On the other hand, it’s
almost too on-the-nose. It’s as if the makers
have recast McQueen and Hoffman, not
Papillon and Dega. Hunnam and Malik, fine
as they are in the roles, simply beg too much
comparison to the originals. (Though,

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Feel Like Chicken Tonight?
Becoming American: A Documentary Film and
Discussion Series on our Immigration Experience
continues this Thursday, Aug. 23, at the National
Hispanic Cultural Center. Funded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities as part of the
organization’s Community Conversations
initiative, this series features documentary film
screenings and scholar-led discussions designed
to “encourage an informed discussion of
immigration issues against the backdrop of our
immigration history.” This week’s film is The
Search for General Tso. Described as “as much
an immigration history as a culinary detective
story,” this foodie documentary uses the
ubiquitous Americanized dish General Tso’s
chicken to examine issues of immigration,
adaptation and innovation. Historians, chefs,
writers and Chinese food enthusiasts explain
how Chinese food took over America. Dr. Gabriel
Sanchez, professor of political science at the
University of New Mexico, serves as moderator
for the post-film discussion. The film starts at
7pm. Free tickets can be picked up at the NHCC’s
Bank of America Theater box office (1701
Fourth Street SW) one hour before showtime.
For more info go to nhccnm.org. 

admittedly, I can’t help but imagine Malik
in a remake of Midnight Cowboy now.)

The film, shot on location in
Montenegro, looks gorgeous. Noer’s images
remain crisp and color-saturated, no matter
how deeply the film wallows in filth and
squalor. (Quite deeply, as it turns out.) From
a sanity-sapping stint in solitary
confinement to the daunting cliffs of Devil’s
Island, Papillon’s tale remains epic and
gripping and white-knuckle tense.
Throughout various doomed schemes and
near-miss escape attempts, the
indomitability of the human spirit comes
through as the story’s guiding theme. 

Guzikowski’s script borrows more than a
few cues and liberties from Trumbo and
Semple’s script. Nonetheless, it remains true
enough to the spirit of Papillon’s biography.
(Whether Papillon was telling the truth or
spinning a fantastical adventure yarn
remains something of a mystery—there have
been debates.) If only the screenwriter and
his directing partner could have teased out
more of the story’s deeper subtext. There are
metaphors ripe for the picking here, but the
filmmakers leave them to spoil on the vine,
instead presenting a rigidly straightforward,
factually motivated tale of manly friendship
and intestinal fortitude.

Judged on its own terms, Papillon is an
alternately harrowing and rousing saga of
brutality and bravado. It’s entertaining, well-
cast and professionally shot. The 1973
version had its own particular flaws, to be
sure. But the new version—credible as it is
in fits and starts—just doesn’t do enough to
distinguish itself narratively or stylistically.
And if you can’t do that, it’s hard to justify
the need for remaking a Hollywood classic.

a

Papillon
Directed by Michael Noer

Starring Charlie Hunnam, Rami Malick

Rated R

Opens Friday 8/23

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

I
t’s no secret that Hollywood

loves its remakes. Although it

seems now as if audiences are

being inundated with reboots,

remakes and assorted sequels,

that’s basically been the case

since the dawn of the silent era.

(By way of example, at least six

versions of Uncle Tom’s Cabin

were shot between 1903 and

1927.) But there’s a fine line to

be walked when redoing a

critically acclaimed film, as

opposed to simply a popular

movie. Muff a remake Paul

Verhoeven’s Total Recall (as Len

Wiseman did in 2012), and

people will probably ignore it.

Screw up a remake Alfred

Hitchcock’s Psycho (as Gus Van

Sant did in 1998), and people

will rip you apart. So, despite

the inadvisability of taking another run at

1973’s highly regarded, Academy Award-

nominated Papillon, someone has gone and

done just that.
Danish director Michael Noer (known

mostly for documentaries like Vestrbro, The
Wild Hearts and Son of God) takes over for
Frank J. Schaffner (a not-too-well known
Hollywood name, who nonetheless directed
Planet of the Apes, Patton, Nicholas and
Alexandra, Islands in the Stream and The Boys
From Brazil). Screenwriter Aaron
Guzikowksi (creator of the gritty
SundanceTV crime series “The Red Road”)
similarly replaces the original screenwriting
team of Dalton Trumbo (A Guy Named Joe,
Roman Holiday, Spartacus) and Lorenzo
Semple Jr. (The Parallax View, Three Days of
the Condor and a whole lot of “Batman”
episodes). It’s a tough act to follow. 

Like the original, the basis of this hard-
hitting tale of survival is the famed
biography by Henri Charriere, better known
by the nickname Papillon. The film starts off
briefly reveling in the prewar Parisian life of
handsome rogue Papillon (“Sons of
Anarchy” star Charlie Hunnam, taking over
for Steve McQueen). Our boy Papillon is a
professional thief and safecracker enjoying
all that 1931 Paris has to offer. Noer
indulges himself (perhaps a bit too much)
with these early scenes, whirling his camera
around a small but lush set filled with
flashing lights, thumping jazz and topless
dancing girls. It’s hard to begrudge him the
stylistic indulgence, knowing what’s on the
horizon. 

A fallout with his criminal kingpin of an
employer finds Papillon framed for a murder

Book It
Looking for some free family movie action this
weekend? Swing by the weekly Movies on the
Plaza this Friday, Aug. 24, for a completely fee-
free showing of 2014’s stylishly animated
fantasy The Book of Life. The CGI-animated
feature is based on the Mexican mythology
surrounding Day of the Dead. In it, the angelic
ruler of the Land of the Remembered and the
demonic ruler of the Land of the Forgotten place
a wager on whether a soulful musician (Diego
Luna) or a heroic soldier (Channing Tatum) will
win the heart of a general’s spirited daughter
(Zoe Saldana). The film starts at dusk (around
8pm), but moviegoers are invited to show up
early, claim a good spot and take advantage of
ABQ Food Fridays, which features tasty grub
from great local food trucks.

Gimme a (Tax) Break
The New Mexico Film Office presents another
installment of its monthly Educational Speakers
Series. This Wednesday, Aug. 29, the topic is
“The New Mexico Film Incentive—Getting Your
Money.” Wonder what happens after your film is
shot, and what you need to know to get the most
out of New Mexico’s Film Incentive tax rebate? A
representative from the Tax and Revenue
Department will be there to walk you through
your questions regarding state tax credits. This
event takes place from 6 to 7pm at the Joseph
Montoya Building’s Bid Room (1100 S. St.
Francis Drive in Santa Fe). This event is free, but
you must RSVP to Eventbrite in order to secure
a seat. For more info, go to nmfilm.com/monthly-
speaker-series.aspx. a

“Also, the food here is less than satisfactory.”
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T
he most surprising thing about the new Matt
Groening series “Disenchantment” is that it’s
taken the cartoonist/creator this long to tackle

the realm of fantasy. The hit animated shows
“The Simpsons” and “Futurama” had more than
their fair share of Dungeons & Dragons, “Game
of Thrones” and Harry Potter jokes, reflecting
both the obsessions of Groening and the people
who work on his shows. It’s a bit of a letdown,
then, to find that first season of
“Disenchantment” doesn’t have quite the same
sharp satyrical sense of humor.

The show centers on the adventures of
Princess Bean (Abbi Jacobson from “Broad
City”). Unruly and frequently drunk, Bean is
chafing against the life of royal responsibility as
typified by her surly, orange-haired father and her
creepily Eastern European-sounding stepmother
(a clear, if not exactly hilarious, jab at Donald and
Melania). In the show’s pilot, Bean skips out on
her fairy tale wedding and hooks up with a tiny,
mischievous demon called Luci (comedian Eric
André) and a naïve elf named Elfo (Nat Faxon,
star of “Ben and Kate” and co-writer of The

Descendants).
Unlike previous Groening-based products,

“Disenchantment” has a (mostly) continuing
storyline that carries throughout the 10-episode
first season. While it’s an interesting departure—
giving the show a modest, “binge-watch”
momentum—it makes the show’s handful of
“stand-alone” episodes feel like so much sitcom
filler. The long-form story elements—the king’s
quest to distill an “Elixir of Life” from Elfo’s
magical blood and the lingering question of who
the evil sorcerers who sent Luci are—do
eventually pay off in the show’s solid finale. But
they feel like too few breadcrumbs spread over the
course of the whole season.

Whereas “Futurama” featured deep dive
subcultural references and an endless array of
über-nerdy math and science jokes (there’s even a
real-life mathematical theorem based on one of
the show’s episodes), “Disenchantment” takes
place in a generic fantasy world with rare
references to specific movies, books, games, etc.
As a result, there are surprisingly few pointed
jokes. (The show’s most well-constructed laugh
comes from a barbarian who prefers to let his
arrow do the talking—to which a besieged citizen
asks if the arrow actually talks. A conversation
about the often confusing rules in a magical
kingdom follows.) At least the show’s creators
take the non-network airing as an opportunity to
craft a few “adult”-oriented jokes. More, please.

Jacobson is the best part of the show, her
rapid-fire timing giving her atypical princess a
distinctly un-Disney vibe. Elfo starts out as an
interesting character, rebelling against his jolly
compatriots in a cloyingly magical candy forest—
but his infatuation with Bean is a rehash of Fry
and Leela’s mismatched romance ohn
“Futurama.” Luci is just underused, what with the
show’s insistence on hanging around the royal
palace and dealing mostly with Bean’s family
issues. At least the animation is impressive,
keeping Groening’s typical “bug eye” style and
ramping up the occasional CGI tweak of
“Futurama” with some detailed, almost
watercolor-style backgrounds.

Both “The Simpsons” and “Futurama” took a
few seasons to really ramp up to their jokey best.
So there’s every reason to believe, with the talent
on board, that “Disenchantment” will do the
same. But after 10 episodes, “Disenchantment” is
mostly living up to its title. a

The first season of “Disenchantment” is available for
streaming on Netflix.

TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

appointed military interrogator
(Radhika Apte, Kabali) who arrives at a
covert military detention center, only to
realize that not all of the prisoners are
human.

“The Innocents” (Netflix streaming
anytime) It’s tough being a teenager
these days. They all have mysterious
superpowers, and they’re all being
hunted down by evil government
scientist types. At least that’s the case
here. And in basically every other TV
show or movie about teenagers.

Crime + Punishment (Hulu streaming
anytime) Hulu snapped up this award-
winning documentary offering a fly-on-
the-wall look at discriminatory policing
practices and corruption in the New
York Police Department.

“Safe Harbour” (Hulu streaming
anytime) This timely and thought-
provoking Australian drama centers on
a group of five Australians on a
yachting holiday to Indonesia whose
idyllic vacation takes a disastrous turn
when they come across a broken-down
fishing boat full of desperate asylum
seekers. 

SATURDAY 25

Killer Night Shift (Lifetime 6pm) A
pregnant woman, forced into bed rest,
gets additional help from two home
care nurses. Unbeknownst to her,
however, one of them has a vendetta
against her husband and wants to
steal her baby! C’mon, lady, what did
you expect after getting pregnant on
Lifetime Network?

SUNDAY 26

“America To Me” (Starz 8pm) This
new documentary series from
Steve James (Hoop Dreams)
explores race relations in America
by following several black and
biracial students throughout the
year at Oak Park and River Forest
High, a public school in suburban
Chicago.

MONDAY 27

“MTV’s Pretty Little Mamas” (MTV
9pm) Single motherhood hasn’t
stopped the twentysomething
stars of MTV’s new reality show
from being fabulous, fashionable
and ready to party. … Mostly
because they’re all rich and
overprivileged.

TUESDAY 28

“The Shop” (HBO 9pm) NBA star
LeBron James hosts a talk show
from his neighborhood
barbershop. Sports stars (Odell
Beckham Jr., Alvin Kamara,
Draymond Green) are the focus,
but the occasional entertainment
star (Snoop Dogg, Jon Stewart)
stops by for a fade and a chat as
well.

WEDNESDAY 29

Smokey and the Bandit/Smokey
and the Bandit II (AMC
8:20pm/10:35pm) These films
really should be a required part of
American history classes. a

THURSDAY 23

“Deadwind” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Oh, Nordic noir. So dark, so
cold, so filled with depressed police
detectives. From Finland comes this
crime series about a
detective/mother trying to get over
the death of her husband when she
discovers the body of a young woman
on a construction site, triggering a
chain of events that threatens to
destroy her life all over again.

“Follow This” (Netflix streaming
anytime) The millennial writers at
BuzzFeed get their own TV show,
reporting on quirky internet fads,
men’s rights activists, black
survivalists, intersex couples and
listicles … so many listicles. 

Quiet Heroes (Logo 7am) This
Sundance Film Festival documentary
premieres on Logo. It tells the story of
the only doctor in the entire state of
Mormon-heavy Utah to treat
HIV/AIDS patients.

FRIDAY 24

“Ghoul” (Netflix streaming anytime)
This Indian action horror web series (I
swear I didn’t pick those words at
random) relates the story of a newly

Needs More Enchantment

“Disenchantment” on Netflix
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skills and a small stature, Rudy became a sports hero
and a motivational icon. The film is back in theaters
for its 25th anniversary screening. 114 minutes. PG.
(Opens Tuesday 8/28 at Century 14 Downtown, Cen-
tury Rio)

The Sandlot
You're killing me, Smalls. A new kid in town joins a
pee-wee baseball team in the summer of 1962 and
must overcome rival teams, mean lifeguards and one
very vicious dog. In the years since its release (1993),
this coming-of-age comedy has become a major cult
film. It's hitting theaters for its 25th anniversary—in
case you wanna feel old. 101 minutes. PG. (Opens
Sunday 8/26 at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Say Anything...
John Cusack and Ione Skye star in this 1989 comedy,
about an underachiever and a valedictorian who fall
in love the summer before college, for writer-director
Cameron Crowe (Fast Times at Ridgemont High, Al-
most Famous, Jerry Maguire). It's the one with Peter
Gabriel on the boom box. You know you love it. 100
minutes. PG-13. (Opens Wednesday 8/29 at Flix
Brewhouse)

South Pacific
James A. Mitchner's Pulitzer Prize-winning collection of
tales about racism and adventure in the Pacific during
World War II gets the musical treatment in this 1958
classic. Rossano Brazzi, Mitzi Gaynor, John Kerr, Ray
Walston and France Nuyen star. But it's the Rogers
and Hammerstein songs that steal the spotlight. TCM
is helping this one celebrate its 60th anniversary. 157
minutes. Unrated. (Opens Sunday 8/26 at Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio)

Westwood: Punk, Icon, Acivist
The life and times of British counterculture fashion
designer Vivienne Westwood—who, alongside Sex Pis-
tols manager Malcolm McLaren, defined the look of
punk rock in the ’70s—are covered in this celebratory
doc. In addition to the historical archival footage, the
irascible icon's recent turn as an environmental ac-
tivist is covered as well. 83 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Monday 8/27 at Guild Cinema)

STILL PLAYING

2018 Sundance Film Festival Short Film
Tour
The best short films from this year's Sundance Film
Festival get packaged together and trotted out on the
road. For the price of a ticket, you get seven mini-
movies—dramas, comedies, documentaries, musicals.
The films themselves come from all over the world:
South Korea, Canada, Sweden, Spain and right here
in the US. 95 minutes. Unrated. (Guild Cinema)

Alpha
In this family-oriented adventure drama, a lost young
hunter (Kodi Smit-McPhee, X-Men: Apocalypse) be-
friends an injured wolf during Earth's last Ice Age, in-
advertently creating domesticated canines and
initiating the world's first "boy and his dog" story. 96

Mindfield Film Festival
This newly minted, locally produced film festival pres-
ents short films from around the globe (Germany,
Canada, India, The UK, Turkey)—as well as a few from
right here in the Land of Enchantment. For the two-
day fest, films are organized into blocks of comedy,
drama, documentary, sci-fi and more. For a complete
listing of films and times, go to
abq.mindfieldfilmfest.com. Unrated. (Opens Saturday
8/25 at Guild Cinema)

The Miseducation of Cameron Post
Chloë Grace Moretz (Kick-Ass, Hugo) headlines this
somber-but-sympathetic, 1993-set drama about a
teenage girl forced into a gay conversion therapy cen-
ter by her conservative guardians. 91 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Friday 8/24 at High Ridge)

Neevevaro
A blind superchef (Aadhi Pinisetty) falls in love with a
mysterious woman (Tapsee Pannu), but is suddenly
killed in a suspicious car accident. Only he isn't killed.
His sight is miraculously restored. But then the girl
goes missing, so our hero fakes his own death, comes
up with a new identity as a crime reporter and goes
hunting for his lady love. Naturally, this involves lots of
kung fu. This one's actually a remake of the 2017
Tamil romantic thriller Adhe Kangal. In Telugu with
English subtitles. 125 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Sat-
urday 8/25 at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Operation Finale
Oscar Isaac (Star Wars: The Force Awakens) and
Mélanie Laurent (Inglourious Basterds) star in this
historical action drama about a team of Mossad
agents sent to track down and capture Nazi master-
mind Adolph Eichmann (Ben Kingsley) in Argentina,
circa 1960. PG-13. (Opens Tuesday 8/28 at Century
Rio)

Papillon
Reviewed this issue. 133 minutes. R. (Opens Thurs-
day 8/23 at Century 14 Downtown, High Ridge)

Puzzle
Underrated Scottish actress Kelly Macdonald
(Trainspotting, "Boardwalk Empire") stars in this re-
make of the Argentine romance Rompecabezas.
She's a restless, borderline depressed suburban New
Jersey wife and mother regularly taken for granted by
her loutish family. When she rediscovers her passion
for solving jigsaw puzzles (yeah, jigsaw puzzles), she
journeys to New York City to team up with a "puzzle
champion" (Indian movie icon Irrfan Khan) so she
can become part of the "competitive puzzle solving"
scene. Can he help her solve her romantic woes as
easily as he helps her solve jigsaw puzzles? This
earnest, but timid little movie is perfect for the tiny
Venn diagram overlap of people who love romance
and people who love jigsaw puzzles. 103 minutes. R.
(Opens Friday 8/24 at High Ridge)

Rudy
Sean Astin stars in this much-loved 1993 biopic
about scrappy little steel town kid Daniel Ruettiger,
who dreamed of playing football for Notre Dame.
Spoiler alert: Despite average grades, poor athletic

minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Century 14 Downtown)

Ant-Man and The Wasp
Marvel breaks out a sequel to its 2015 action com-
edy hit Ant-Man. This time around our pint-sized
hero/single father (Paul Rudd) is teamed up with a
no-nonsense female counterpart (Evangeline Lilly) to
battle a dangerous, phase-shifting villain named
Ghost. Laurence Fishburne also joins the cast as sci-
entist Bill Foster, whom longtime comic book fans will
surely recognize. 118 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Flix Brewhouse)

BlacKkKlansman
Spike Lee (Do the Right Thing) directs this punchy, in-
your-face mixture of playful blaxploitation action,
canny comedy and true-life biography. This crazy tale
of an African-American police officer (John David
Washington) who goes undercover in the Ku Klux Klan
(and even becomes the chapter president) is actually
based on a real incident in early ’70s Colorado
Springs. Funny, timely and loaded with unexpected
style, this marks a major return to form for Lee after a
decade or so of misfires. 135 minutes. R. (Century
Rio, High Ridge)

Christopher Robin
In this live-action/animated fantasy, a middle-aged
Christopher Robin (Ewan McGregor)—real-life star of
the A.A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh books—finds himself
going through a midlife crisis. And who should show
up at his doorstep in urban London? How about the
silly ol' bear himself and his pals from the Hundred
Acre Wood (rendered in CGI as perfect stuffed ani-
mals come to life). 104 minutes. PG. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema)

Crazy Rich Asians
Kevin Kwan's hit novel gets the fist-class romantic
comedy treatment courtesy of director Jon M. Chu
(Step Up 2: The Streets, Justin Beiber: Never Say
Never, Jem and the Holograms). Middle class native
New Yorker Rachel (Constance Wu from "Fresh Off the
Boat") heads to Singapore to meet her humble
boyfriend's family. Much to her surprise, he turns out
to be the scion of one of the top 10 wealthiest fami-
lies in Asia. But what will happen when he introduces
Rachel to his controlling mother and the rest of his
close-knit clan during the society wedding of the
year? Among the cast of this charming, funny, roman-
tic and ri-dic-ulously opulent flick are Henry Golding,
Michelle Yeoh, Ken Jeong, Awkwafina, Jimmy O. Yang
and Harry Shum Jr. 120 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, High Ridge)

Death of a Nation
Right-wing nut job Dinesh D'Souza (Obama's Amer-
ica, Hillary's America: The Secret History of the Demo-
cratic Party) unleashes another one of this deplorable
political documentaries. Hilariously, this one tries to

2001: A Space Odyssey

OPENING THIS WEEK

2001: A Space Odyssey
Stanley Kubrick's psychedelic sci-fi film from 1968
comes back to where it belongs—the big screen. This
digitally remastered version—hitting theaters for its
50th anniversary—is the best way to experience
Kubrick's stunning cinematic version of Arthur C.
Clarke's classic tale. Though special effects technol-
ogy has surpassed some of the film's wonder, its eerie
sense of outer space perspective has never been
matched. Plus, the murderous computer HAL is one of
the best screen villains ever conceived. 149 minutes.
G. (Opens Friday 8/24 at AMC Albuquerque 12)

3100: Run and Become
This sporting documentary chases after Ashprihanal
Aalto, an unassuming Finnish paperboy, and Shamita,
an Austrian cellist, as they train to compete in the
Self-Transcendence 3100-Mile Race. This "world's
longest certified footrace" takes place each summer
in Queens, New York. The allure of this extreme run-
ning event is contextualized by visits to other cultures
with strong ties to running. There's a Santa Fe-based
Diné ultra runner, a member of the San Bushmen of
Africa's Kalahari desert and a monks from towering
Mr. Hiei in Japan. Beyond mere athletic prowess,
these people run for spiritual enlightenment, universal
oneness and more. 79 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Fri-
day 8/24 at High Ridge)

A.X.L.
A top-secret robotic dog escapes its military creators
and meets a shy teenage boy (Alex Neustaedter from
"Colony") with whom he develops a special friend-
ship. Now our hero's got to protect his new bestie
from the evil, robot-dog-creating scientists. Also,
there's a girl (singer Becky G). 'Cause there's always a
girl. 100 minutes. PG. (Opens Thursday 8/23 at Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque
12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema)

Beautifully Broken
Inspired by a true story, this low budget, fatih-based
drama tells the story of a father (Benjamin A.
Onyango from God's Not Dead) who flees the Rawan-
dan Genocide, only to end up with his family in a
Kenyan refugee camp. There, he hears about a pro-
gram that can help him come to America—but he
must leave his wife and child behind to establish resi-
dency first. Reluctantly traveling to Louisiana, he
meets another father (TV series regular Scott William
Winters) whose faith is tested by his own rebellious
daughter. As if that weren't enough, the two men join
forces to build an outreach center helping other
refugee families from war torn countries. This brings
them in contact with yet another troubled family. 108
minutes. PG-13. (Opens Thursday 8/23 at AMC Albu-
querque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

The Breakfast Club
John Hughes' iconic 1985 comedy/drama about high
school stereotypes returns to the big screen with
Emilio Estevez, Judd Nelson, Molly Ringwald, Anthony
Michael Hall and Ally Sheedy in tow. 97 minutes. R.
(Opens Tuesday 8/28 at Flix Brewhouse)

The Happytime Murders
Melissa McCarthy stars in this rude and crude com-
edy about a disgraced former LAPD detective who
tries to solve a case involving the cast members of an
’80s TV puppet show who are being murdered one by
one. Brian Henson (son of Jim Henson) directs. 91
minutes. R. (Opens Thursday 8/23 at Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema)

Here To Be Heard: The Story of the Slits
The seminal, British, all-female punk/reggae band The
Slits get the long-deserved documentary treatment,
chronicling their formation, raucous musical career
and eventual dissolution. Among those interviewed
are Slits members Viv Albertine, Ari Up, Palmolive,
Tessa Pollitt and Hollie Cook—plus Paul Cook from the
Sex Pistols and former Slits manager/musical icon
Don Letts. 86 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Monday
8/27 at Guild Cinema)

Making the Five Heartbeats
Do you remember Robert Townsend's mildly popular,
Motown-inspired 1991 musical The Five Heartbeats?
If you do, have you ever wondered how it got made?
Well, now Townsend has written and directed a docu-
mentary about just that. Can a documentary about
the making of Meteor Man be far behind? 85 min-
utes. Unrated. (Opens Monday 8/27 at Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio)
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mate documentary. Colleagues, friends and former
lovers all provide a glimpse into McQueen's notori-
ously private world. The emphasis is, rightfully, on the
fashion—focusing on the five iconic collections that
made his inventive and occasionally outrageous ca-
reer. 111 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

The Meg
Bald bad-ass Jason Statham (The Transporter) is a
deep sea rescue expert called upon to save some
oceanographers trapped in an experimental sub at
the bottom of the Mariana Trench. Unfortunately, the
rescue effort ticks off a very large, very prehistoric
shark, who proceeds to deliver his best Jaws imita-
tion. Predictable, loud and kinda silly, this Chinese-
produced monster movie at least has some fun action
and credible special effects. Reviewed in v27 i32.
113 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque
12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Century 14 Downtown)

Mile 22
Mark Wahlberg has a gun. Do you need to know more
than that? … OK, fine. Here, he plays an "elite Ameri-
can Intelligence officer," aided by a "top-secret tacti-
cal command unit" (which includes MMA fighter
Ronda Rousey) who must smuggle a mysterious intel-
ligence asset (Indonesian martial artist Iko Uwais
from The Raid: Redemption, who was the star of this
film until Wahlberg came along) out of an American
embassy in Southeast Asia to an airfield for extrac-
tion. All they've got to do is fend off evil terrorists for
22 miles. 95 minutes. R. (Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Century 14
Downtown)

Mission: Impossible—Fallout
Over the course of five previous movies (or is it four?—
I bet you can't remember) Mission: Impossible has
crafted a legacy of incredible stunts and forgettable
storylines. Here we are at the sixth (yes, sixth) film in
the series. Seems that Ethan Hunt (Tom Cruise) and
the IMF team are on a secret mission that goes horri-
bly wrong. They're betrayed and have to go rogue in
order to … wait a minute. Am I describing the plot to
this movie or a previous one? Trick question! It's all of
them! Seriously though, the plot (something about
nuclear terrorists attacking holy cities) is the usual
jumble. But the action is breathtakingly over-the-top.
If you can handle 147 minutes of motorcycle crashes,

HALO jumps, helicopter chases, fist fights and and
rooftop parkour, this is the one for you. 147 minutes.
PG-13. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Al-
buquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Sicario: Day of the Soldado
The blistering border action saga Sicario gets an over-
the-top sequel with morally flexible federal agent Matt
Graver (Josh Brolin) re-teaming with mysterious as-
sassin Alejandro (Benicio Del Toro). Seems that terror-
ists, drug dealers, human traffickers and all manner of
foreigners are conspiring to commit all sorts of cross-
border evil. Naturally, it's up to Graver and Alejandro
and their new "no rules" edict to draw a line in the
sand. This grim, hyper-violent action flick dumps a lot
of the dramatic subtlety of the original, making this
the Rambo to the original's First Blood. 122 minutes.
R. (Century Rio)

Skyscraper
Another week, another preposterous Dwayne "The
Rock" Johnson action flick. Here, the wrestlin' thes-
pian plays a former military man hired as head of se-
curity for the world's tallest building (in Hong Kong).
When the building catches on fire after an attack by
terrorists, our hero goes to great lengths (not to men-
tion extreme heights) to rescue his wife (Neve Camp-
bell) and kids. Yeah, you've seen this kinda thing
before. 102 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio)

Slender Man
The spooky-looking creepypasta internet meme that
inspired at least one attempted murder finally rates
his own low-budget PG-13 horror movie. In it, a group
of teenage girls (led by Joey King from 2010's Ra-
mona and Beezus) investigates the mystery of the
mythical monster Slender Man after a friend of theirs
goes missing. This turns out to be a bad idea. 93 min-
utes. PG-13. (Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Century 14 Downtown)

Sorry to Bother You
In an "alternate," present-day version of Oakland,
Calif., telemarketer Cassius Green (Lakeith Stanfield
from "Atlanta" and Get Out) discovers the magical key
to success is adopting a "white guy" voice (supplied
by David Cross). This leads him to a bizarre corporate
world of money and power—as lorded over by Armie
Hammer's kooky, coke-snorting CEO. This unapologeti-
cally confrontational comedy/fantasy—a debut writ-
ing-direcing effort from rapper Boots Riley—plays like
the cutting social satire of Putney Swope as filtered
through the oddball lens of directors Michel Gondry
(The Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind) and
Spike Jonze (Being John Malkovich). Reviewed in v27
i29. 105 minutes. R. (Century 14 Downtown)

The Spy Who Dumped Me
Mila Kunis stars as a woman who gets dumped by her
boyfriend, only to find out he was a government super
spy. This gets her unwittingly entangled in an interna-
tional conspiracy. Of course, she drags along her BFF
(Kate McKinnon) for the ensuing shenanigans. 116
minutes. R. (Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse)

Teen Titans Go! To The Movies
This spin-off of Cartoon Network's long-running
teenage superhero series finds Robin and the gang
angry over the fact that every hero in the DC universe
has their own Hollywood movie. Naturally, they try to
hire a director and make their own cinematic debut,
but are shocked to discover they are not taken seri-
ously as crime fighters. Like the series, it's far more
gag-oriented than plot-oriented. But Nicolas Cage
does get to voice his dream role as Superman. 88
minutes. PG. (Century Rio)

Three Identical Strangers
In 1980 three complete strangers crossed paths in
New York City, only to discover they were identical
triplets, separated at birth. The 19-year-olds' joyous
reunion catapulted them to international fame, but
also unlocked an unsettling secret that had been
haunting all three young men their entire lives. In un-
packing its baffling, true-life conspiracy, this fascinat-
ing documentary switches moods from
coincidence-driven sitcom to psychological mystery.
96 minutes. PG-13. (High Ridge)

Won't You Be My Neighbor?
This lovely and incredibly welcome documentary ex-
plores the life, lessons and legacy of iconic children's
show host Fred Rogers—whose compassion, earnest-
ness and fundamental "goodness" seem to be in des-
perately short supply in today's contentious world. Be
prepared to get hit with a wave of nostalgia and emo-
tion. It's OK to cry, even. Mr. Rogers said so. Morgan
Neville (an Oscar winner for 20 Feet From Stardom)
directs. 94 minutes. PG-13. (High Ridge)

explicitly equate the presidency of Abraham Lincoln
with the presidency of Donald Trump. Purely coinci-
dentally, in May of this year, D'Souza received a full
pardon from Donald Trump for his felony count of ille-
gal campaign contributions. 109 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio)

Dog Days
Trying to wedge itself alongside such interconnected,
ensemble cast rom-coms as Love Actually and Valen-
tine's Day is this syrupy tale of lovelorn Los Angelenos
who cross paths at a local dog park. Nina Dobrev,
Adam Pally, Laura Lapkus, Eva Longoria, Thomas
Lennon and Tig Notaro are among our would-be ro-
mantic couples. Ken Marino (of cult comedy troupe
The State) directs. His wife, Erica Oyama ("Burning
Love," "The Eric Andre Show") provides the screen-
play. Awww. 112 minutes. PG. (Century Rio)

The Equalizer 2
Antoine Fuqua's 2014 action flick had Denzel Wash-
ington taking over from TV's Edward Woodward as a
retired government agent who takes on random as-
signments helping innocent people in trouble. Denzel
is back now, serving up justice for the exploited. This
time around one of his old CIA friends is murdered,
and he's got to go gunning for revenge, old-guy-style.
129 minutes. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Geetha Govindam
A 25-year-old virgin named Govindam (Vijay Dever-
akonda) falls in love with a "peppy" girl named
Geetha (Rashmika Mandanna) and does his best to
impress her in this romantic comedy. In Telugu with
English subtitles. 150 minutes. Unrated. (Century 14
Downtown)

Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation
The monsters from Hotel Transylvania are heading out
for some fun in the sun in this animated sequel.
Workaholic hotelier Count Dracula (voiced by Adam
Sandler) finds himself stuck on a sea cruise with his
daughter (Selena Gomez), his human son-in-law
(Andy Samberg) and a host of mummies, werewolves
and Frankenstein monsters. Naturally, old man Drac
falls in love with the ship's lovely Captain Ericka
(Kathryn Hahn). Just as naturally, she turns out to be
a descendent of the famed vampire killing clan, the
Van Helsings. Hijinks ensue. 97 minutes. PG. (Century
14 Downtown, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, AMC Al-
buquerque 12)

Incredibles 2
After 14 years Pixar returns to the Parr family, the clan
of superpowered folks who fought off enforced retire-
ment. Now the family is thrown for a loop when mom
Elastigirl (Holly Hunter) is recruited by a high-profile,
Avengers-style team, leaving dad Mr. Incredible (Craig
T. Nelson) to play Mr. Mom to his superpowered kids—
including wonder baby Jack-Jack. 118 minutes. PG-
13. (Century Rio, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom
Seems that troubled Isla Nublar now has an addi-
tional problem (besides all those man-eating di-
nosaurs on the loose). Wouldn't you know it: The
entire island has been sitting on a dormant volcano
this entire time, and it's now exploding. Naturally, a
mix of untrustworthy mercenaries and squabbling sci-
entists (plus dinosaur trainer Chris Pratt and opera-
tions manager Bryce Dallas Howard) head back to
the island to rescue a bunch of the giant lizards be-
fore, you know, lava. What could possibly go wrong?
Oh, I don't know: The exact same crap that's gone
wrong in the last four films? Don't get me wrong. This
trope-filled sequel is extremely exciting. But it lacks
the original's sense of wonder and gets increasingly
dumb—somehow ending up as a haunted house
story, but with dinosaurs instead of ghosts. 128 min-
utes. PG-13. (Century Rio)

Mama Mia! Here We Go Again
In the 2008 original we got a lot of very bad karaoke
versions of ABBA songs and a story about how Meryl
Streep slept with so many dudes she couldn't remem-
ber who the father of her about-to-be-married daugh-
ter (Amanda Seyfried) was. In this sequel, the former
bride is pregnant, grandma (Cher) shows up, and we
get flashbacks to that magical summer 30 years ago
when young Meryl Streep (Lily James) banged young
Pierce Brosnan (Jeremy Irvine), young Stellan Skars-
gard (Josh Dylan) and young Colin Firth (Hugh Skin-
ner). Also, more ABBA songs. 108 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio)

McQueen
The life and career of outsized British fashion designer
Alexander McQueen is given the once-over in this inti-

Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058
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on Friday, Aug. 24. Crowder creates witty,
craft-anchored rock with informed, cross-genre
flourishes, á la Newman or Zevon. Definitely
worth a trip to Burn-a-leño for something
totally different than what you’d expect to
hear in the high desert. 7pm • FREE • All-
ages.

Saturday
The myth of rock music coming into glorious
focus and triumph—the source of much
satisfaction, on Saturday nights—is not just a
myth propagated by Bob Dylan, Elton John,
KISS and the Bay City Rollers. The rocanrol
gets totally serious—if I’m to judge by the
insouciant skeletons inhabiting poster I just
saw—on Saturday night, Aug. 25 when
Crushed!? hosts a record release and tour
kickoff party at Sister (407 Central Ave.
NW). As the hard rock scene in Burque has
shifted into high gear these last three years,
Crushed!? have been part of a new wave that
have been crushing it, here and abroad.
Thanks Orange Whip Records! Joining them
for the fun—besides you, okay?—are local
hard-charging, heartfelt heroes Rock Jong Il,
Sleepy Hero and Shitty and the Terribles—
who are really just the opposite, if you really
think about it—open. 9pm • $5 • 21+.

Sunday
Note to self: Meow Wolf is getting better at
booking shows by the maximalist pop-flavored
electro-rock ensembles that are au currant with
the 15 to 25 demographic. The Flaming Lips, a
bunch of dudes my age and from my neck of
the woods—i.e. the ancient Southwest punk
rock road stretching from OKC to ABQ and
thence to PHX and the fabled coast, where
giants dwelt in the north woods, it was
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SONIC REDUCER
BY AUGUST MARCH

Sad Shack of Shit
Songs from my Sack
(Self-Released)

Every outsider artist got
their start somehow.
Maybe Jandek really
worked at some
obscurely named
woodshop in the before
time. Maybe Jarboe’s
association with the type of order espoused by
the FBI was mystical and not necessarily familial.
Instances where origins are discernible become
important clues to intent and direction. That’s
one way to tell if such output is brown brilliance
or just bullshit. That’s the case with this
awkward, difficult yet occasionally rewarding
listen. In the totality of things there is a hard-to-
reach end point to this sort of excursion, just ask
the Shaggs or their father-producer. But there
are enough jangly-bright moments on this trip to
make it worth the cringing that is gonna come
out and visit your countenance when you listen,
no matter what. Favorite tracks: “KYS Song”
and “Prescribed Pillhead.”

Family Fluid
Family Fluid EP
(Self-Released)

It would be great to have
a copy of this brief, fiery-
fierce and indescribably
beautiful recording
available for loud and
proud discourse as the
lights dim, as the bombs fall, as the cancer comes
on again. But it would be just as fine, I have
decided, to have the damn thing available if you
plan to live forever too. From the first frenetic
track, “Movin’ On,” to the gorgeously ground-up
pop flava of “So Much For Me,” this really is it.
The burned-up rhythm and breathless vocals on
“What’s With You” are more than just nods to
’60s or ’90s rock tropes, they are actually
demonstrations of mastery of the genre by four
fortunate souls and their engineer. This is truly
timeless material. In its effortlessness and
casual-cool, completist causality it’s practically
unutterable as a description of who played what
and where. The events that marched out to be
recorded here are from another place. 

Kayohes
Stress City: The
Struggle Within
(Self-Released)

Here is a record with lots
of Burque business mixed
up with thick Detroit-
derived beats and a
sometimes syrupy H-Town aspect too. The
swirling sounds that accompany the laconic,
long-limbed and sometimes blank flow of worldly
rapper Keyohes fortify his narratives—they’re
deeply rooted in the earth and experience of
living. But EDM is everywhere now, amigos, a
foregone conclusion the artist manages with
grace. News reel samples and odd melodic pop
culture references—forgotten by the latest
generation of electronic media addicts in
America—bring the personal histories on view
here to life. Clever but not indulgently derivative,
and sometimes forward-looking, check out tight
tuneage that includes “Beautiful,” “I See Fire”
and “Stress Flow.” a

MUSIC | SHOW UP!

A Band Could Be Your Life
Your story could be our songs

BY AUGUST MARCH

“T
his place has everything” is the way
one of the lines of poetry went, one of
the proto-rap lyrics that Jim Morrison

wrote about his brief stay in Albuquerque.
Now it’s a phrase that meanders into a vast
allatonceness much like the surrounding
desert—winding its way through the
American pop culture landscape, slithering as
it passes. That vast environment is home to a
mighty, multi-tentacled musical culture too.
Here we have all the flavors and just everyone
on the scene is one step away from a past,
present or future that is about making music in
this town damn good. I could be in your band.
You could be in mine. I’ll come to your show if
you come to mine. Or any variation thereof.
Any way you look at it, these songs are the
story of Albuquerque, a thing you can also
hear at night by the light of the moon, here
and there—near to the river far from it where
mountains loom.

Friday Part I
Random notes on popular music, late summer,
2018: If you have to ask me about Eclair Fifi
one more goddamned time, then no trip to the
starry black infinity after show party for you,
bucko. She’ll be in concert on Friday, Aug. 24
at Sister (407 Central Ave. NW). More
precisely, the type of music generated by Clair
Stirling—under the aegis of an arhat ardently
using turntables, samplers and more modern
equipment like Audio Technica ATH-M60x
monitor headphones and a lot of virtually
positioned twisty nobs—is by turns haunted
and haunting. With roots in the Chicago
variety of house buried deep in her brain,
you’ll come away pulsating like a bad ghost
too. There may be small tubular containers of
bass drifting through the air. Let them pass
through you. 8pm • $10 • 21+.

Friday Part II
Burque’s music scene is fluid and travels a
myriad of channels looking for an outlet to the
sea. From rock clubs to jazz or chamber music-
centered auditoriums and amphitheaters to
simple and elaborate recording studios
scattered here and there along the Rio
Grande, all sorts of musicians make all sorts of
livings practicing and playing—producing one
of the most varied scenes in the US. Among
those who dwell mostly in the studio, a certain
subculture is devoted to disseminating pop
culture tropes on demand. Ron Crowder, un
puro local, from the city of gold, no less—
Addy award-winning composer of music for
TV, radio and film, will be celebrating the
release of his first CD, Liberty at The Range
Café (925 S. Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo)

believed—seemed to hit it off well with the
young ones, with their sparkles, bells, balloons
and stuffed animals, up in Taos a couple of
weeks ago. Next on the list, Rooney at Meow
Wolf (1352 Rufina Circle) in Santa Fe on
Sunday, Aug. 26. Robert Schwartzman, the
brains behind Rooney is some type of
visionary, that’s for sure. Just ask Ric Ocasek or
Rivers Cuomo. The multi-instrumentalist has
been working musical magic as at least part of
the band for almost 20 years, so he’s not a
young thing—but like the Lips, the
exuberance and optimistically psych-stained
tone of his work appeals to the young ones.
There’s a recent album, Washed Away, that is
delirious but sometimes deep, by the way. 7pm
• $15 to $85 • All-ages.

Tuesday
If I threw all of August’s show into a churning
cauldron and then drew one out without
melting my flesh away so that it would become
part of that melodious soup, I am pretty damn
sure this is the one I would draw out.
Blackalicious, that is Gift of Gab and Chief
Xcel, are making an appearance and giving a
concert at Launchpad (618 Central Ave. SW)
on Tuesday, Aug. 28. This may not be your last
opportunity to grok the febrile fruit of
rocanrol’s successor, but it will surely be one to
rock your world into something blazingly hot
and bright, in coicidence with the end of
summer itself. Get this: It’s the next logical
progression! Blackalicious is one of the funked
out flavors where alt.hip-hop began, all jazzy,
bumped out, multisyllabic and mysterious.
Disclosure: I totally dig this shit. Check out
“Make You Feel That Way” or “40oz for
Breakfast.” Or better yet, Show up! Def-I,
Saywut!? and Speed One open. 9pm • $15 •
21+. a

Blackalicious COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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THURSDAY AUG 23
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Austin Van
Country • country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Alex Maryol • blues, acoustic • 6pm •
FREE

DIRTY BOURBON Abe Mac Band • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

FILLING PHILLY'S Spankey Lee • folk, jazz, pop, blues, mellow
rock • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

IBIZA AT HOTEL ANDALUZ Singer-Songwriter Series • Alex Maryol •
blues, acoustic • 6pm • 21+

LAUNCHPAD ARCADE RIVALS • rock • Sleepspent • variety • JJ
Lawlins and the 35s • Subtle Knife • 9pm • $5 • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Thursday Night Girl Fight • variety • Goddex •
Asenath • Lazarus Letcher • Liviana • 9pm • $5

MYKONOS CAFÉ & TAVERNA Hector Pimentel • classical,
flamenco • 5:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Sloan Armitage • acoustic,
singer-songwriter, indie • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SANDBAR BREWERY AND GRILL Red Shahan • variety • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kyle Martin Band • country,
rock ’n’ roll, Americana • 8pm • FREE • 21+

FRIDAY AUG 24
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM The Blunts •
5:30pm • Jo Aragon and Mean Streets • variety • 8:30pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

CASA DE BENAVIDEZ Hector Pimental Trio • classical, flamenco •
5:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE COUNTY LINE BBQ Todd Tijerina • blues, roots, funk, rock •
Justin Bransford • 4pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Abe Mac Band • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

HOTEL ANDALUZ The DCN Project • funk, soul, R&B • 7pm •
Tracey Whitney • classic jazz, soul • 9pm • FREE • 21+

IBIZA AT HOTEL ANDALUZ Singer-Songwriter Series • Jordan
Olguin • singer-songwriter • 6pm • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Through The Roots • reggae • Shark Suit • DJ
Buddhafunk • hip-hop, experimental, neo-soul • 8:30pm

MONTE VISTA FIRE STATION Chris Dracup Trio • blues, reggae,
soul • 8pm

M'TUCCI'S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT DJ M. Martinez •
R&B, hip-hop • 9pm • FREE • 21+

THE RANGE CAFÉ, Bernalillo Ron Crowder • variety • 7pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Jimmy Deveney • acoustic •
4pm • ALL-AGES! • Calle 66 • salsa • 8pm • FREE • Headliners
Comedy Presents • 9:35pm • $5 • 21+

SANDBAR BREWERY AND GRILL Roger Creager • country • 8pm

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL Swag Duo • jazz, blues, Motown •
6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SIDE EFFEX Free Form Friday • DJ Dmonic • funk, dance • 9pm •
FREE • 21+

SISTER Eclair Fifi • house, techno • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK The Whiskey Priest • indie,
folk • Vintage Brew • rock, blues, country • 5pm • Hops and
Dreams • Desert Darlings • bellydance • 8pm • FREE • 21+

URBAN 360 PIZZA GRILL AND TAP HOUSE Dmitri Ian Glover •
acoustic • 7:30pm • 21+

SATURDAY AUG 25
B2B2 BARRIO Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz •
6:30pm • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM The Schisms •
indie rock • 5:30pm • Fair Trade Fusion • classic rock • 8:30pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN TAPROOM Todd Tijerina • blues, roots, funk, rock •
4pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE COOPERAGE DJ Salsa • salsa • 9:30pm • $5 • 21+

CALENDAR | MUSIC

MUSIC

CALENDAR
DIRTY BOURBON Abe Mac Band • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

HOTEL ANDALUZ The DCN Project • funk, soul, R&B • 7pm

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Eryn Bent • country, folk,
Americana, singer-songwriter • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Katastro • rock • Tyrone's Jacket • Aloha Radio • DJ
Jetti Nasty • 8:30pm

LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO Terry Fator • blues •
8pm

LEO’S NIGHTCLUB Lost Beat • Spanish rock • Trykes • DJ Fachas •
Spanish dance • MC Azper • Spanish hip-hop • 9pm • $10 • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Ashes of Jupiter • Amped Owl Drive • hard
rock • Self Contained • Sugarmotor • 8pm • FREE • 21+

ROCK AND BREWS Traveler in Pain • rock, metal • 8pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Bardo • classical guitar • 7pm

SISTER Crushed!? • rock • Rock Jong Il • Sleepy Hero • Shitty
and the Terribles • 9pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Nathan Fox • indie, singer-songwriter,
blues • 5pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Melissa Rios • singer-song-
writer • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SUNDAY AUG 26
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Squash Blossom Boys • bluegrass, folk,
Americana • 4pm • FREE

FRESH BISTRO Spankey Lee • folk, jazz, pop, blues, mellow
rock • 10am • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD R.J. Trujillo • Saturday Night Riot • B Wrap Babeh •
Riv Dog • variety • 8pm

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE The Sex On TV • alt.rock • Elevaded • Fancy
Party • 8pm • $5 • 21+

O'NIELL'S PUB, Northeast Heights Soocee and Turner • acoustic
variety • 4pm • FREE • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Last Call • swing, jazz, soul,
blues, R&B • 1pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

WINNING COFFEE CO. Albuquerque Megaband Jam • acoustic
string band • 2pm

MONDAY AUG 27
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Singing Pilgrims •
folk, country • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Manhigh • Cloudship • rock, variety • Father
Jupiter • Rule506 • 9pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Old-Time Jam Circle • 3pm • FREE •
21+

TUESDAY AUG 28
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Open Mic with
Rob Roman • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

ISLETA AMPHITHEATER Evanescence • alt.rock • Lindsey Stirling •
electronic classical • 7pm

LAUNCHPAD Blackalicious • hip-hop • Def-i • Saywut!? • Speed
One • 9pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY BYOV: Bring Your Own Vinyl •
6pm • FREE • 21+

STEEL BENDER BREWYARD The Porter Draw • alt.country,
Americana, bluegrass • 6:30pm

WEDNESDAY AUG 29
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

ISLETA AMPHITHEATER Wiz Khalifa • rap, hip-hop • Rae
Sremmurd • 6pm

MOLLY'S BAR, Tijeras The 45s • oldies • 6pm • FREE • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Kali Masi • The Scottsdales • Shrewd •
house • The Westwind Band • country • Lucania • 9pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Nick Sitterly • variety • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER The Marcus King Band • psychedelic
Southern rock • Bishop Gunn • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Josh Glenn Experiment • singer-song-
writer • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS REVIEW BY JOSHUA LEE

Baby Steps
Plants and concentrates at Everest
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We've reached the end and I thank
DeSimone before heading back to the shop.
There's no way I'm leaving without some sort of
prize. 

I'm curious about the new concentrates at
Everest, which incorporate as much of the
original plant profiles in the final product as
they can. I pick up a dollop of Super Lemon OG
Hoodoo live resin (THC: 66.71%—$35) which
also lists the terpenes limonene (0.22%),

farnesene (0.26%) and caryophyllene
(0.32%). I also pick up a Heyday Clementine

cartridge (THC: 59%—$35) which also
lists the terpenes myrcene (1.4%),
limonene (1.8%) and caryophyllene

(1.4%).
Phew. Despite the pain of reading
and typing all those numbers, I am

incredibly pleased to see so much
attention paid to the details. I've

been begging for terpene profiles
from sellers as a standard for years now.

I drive home in a hurry and strap
the cartridge in first. Clementine has been a

favorite strain of mine, mostly due to the flavor.
I'm a sucker for citrus stuff. The cartridge hits
smoothly, if a little tight, and on the exhale I
taste orange candy.

I stupidly take about four or five pulls, one
after the other, smacking my lips each time. It
tastes amazing. I stand up to put the pen away
and a small black hole opens between my ears. I
hear the drumming of my pulse and my vision
breaks apart like a video effect. Not to worry,
dear reader. This isn't my first rodeo. I
immediately sit down on the ground and begin
chanting, “I got got. Oh, I got got,” between
giggles.

After a few seconds, the dizziness passes and
I return to my station on the couch. This level
(which I've come by so quickly) is tough to
describe in similar terms to other highs. I'm a
little disassociated from my body for a while
before feeling the urge to get up and move
around. I feel elated and angelic for 15 minutes
before coming back to baseline.

I then whip out a special vape pen I bought
just for this occasion (it's wrapped in a graphic
depicting piles of eyeballs on a stark white
background—a perfectly garish artifact) and
snag a dab of resin. As it sizzles on the pens
coils, I taste lemons and grass. I ease off this
time with just two back-to-back hits. The
effects are pleasant, but powerful. Again I'm
overcome with a feeling of well-being and the
sense that I need to get up and stretch—move
around.

I spend the next two hours flipping back and
forth between pens, with breaks for pacing and
cartwheels. Not terrible. a

Everest Apothecary

9237 Fourth Street NW

898-2800

Hours: Mon, Wed, Thur 9am-8pm, Tue, Fri 9am-8pm,

Sat 10am-8pm

First-time Freebies: Yes 

F
inally—someone reached out and offered to
let me tour their cannabis production
facility. I interviewed Everest Apothecary’s

extraction specialist awhile ago for Weekly

Alibi's Cannabis Manual and was invited to
follow up with a tour of the dispensary's growing
facility.

I meet up with hydroponic cultivator Darren
DeSimone and shoot the shit for a bit while we
wait to enter the building. Everest has an
indoor hydroponic operation alongside its
outdoor greenhouses. To reduce the risk of
contamination, the tour of the outdoor
grow—with its own active ecosystems—
will have to wait until DeSimone and I
have gone through the pristine indoor
facility.

I ask him about the differences
between the two operations. “The
greenhouses are where we do the all-
natural growing—using all-natural
living soil. It's a no-till soil, so they just
keep reusing the soil all the time. They
pull the core of the plant out and just replant,
replant. That's a whole different beast from
this.” He opens the door with perfect timing.
Inside it looks like a house-sized industrial
freezer with doors and stairs all over the place.
It's humid and warm, though. And it smells like
flower.

“This is all hydroponics. We use salt-based
nutrients—that's all 'synthetic nutrients'
means. Salt.” He walked me through the
building, showing me rooms packed with plants
at various stages of growth. In the background, I
could hear soft music playing. On the way out,
he explains why he likes hydroponic growing.

“Once you nail it with the hydroponics, you
can recreate it nearly perfectly from then on—
forever. I like having control over every aspect.”

“So why not just do it all hydroponically?” I
ask.

“Well different people have different tastes. I
like both.” The idea is that patients get to have
a choice, depending on their preference. (I
think I'd choose the reliability of hydroponics,
but I've also been getting the same haircut for
five years.) 

On our way to the greenhouses, DeSimone
introduces me to the outdoor cultivator. “This
is Josh. He's from the Alibi. He's here to tell on
us,” he says. He leans down to my recorder.
“This is David Sandoval. David. Sandoval.” We
shake hands and I'm shown the door of the first
greenhouse. Inside, the air is humid. The plants
stand stalwart in the quiet air. They don't sway.

DeSimone points to a patch of small plants
(of the non-cannabis variety) sprouting around
the stalks of the plants. “See that?” he asks.
“That's called a cover crop. It helps enrich the
soil. There's a whole ecosystem in there.
Everything in there is alive. It's a living soil.
There's millions and millions of little creatures
in there eating each other and shitting each
other out. And eating and shitting, and eating
and shitting. And that impacts the rhizosphere.
It's an amazing process.” I guess I can see how
it's more romantic than hydroponics, anyway.
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The two pieces of
advice I have for you may initially seem contradictory,
but they are in fact complementary. Together they'll
help guide you through the next three weeks. The first
comes from herbalist and wise woman, Susun Weed.
She suggests that when you face a dilemma, you
should ask yourself how you can make it your ally and
how you can learn the lesson it has for you. Your
second burst of wisdom is from writer Yasmin Mogahed:
"Study the hurtful patterns of your life. Then don't
repeat them."

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Speak the following
declaration aloud and see how it feels: "I want strong
soft kisses and tender unruly kisses and secret truth
kisses and surprise elixir kisses. I deserve them, too." If
that puts you in a brave mood, Taurus, add a further
affirmation: "I want ingenious affectionate amazements
and deep dark appreciation and brisk mirthful lessons
and crazy sweet cuddle wrestles. I deserve them, too."
What do you think? Do these formulas work for you?
Do they put you in the proper frame of mind to co-
create transformative intimacy? I hope so. You're
entering a phase when you have maximum power to
enchant and to be enchanted.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): As you map out your
master plan for the next 14 months, I invite you to
include the following considerations: an intention to
purge pretend feelings and artificial motivations; a
promise to change your relationship with old secrets so
that they no longer impinge on your room to maneuver;
a pledge to explore evocative mysteries that will
enhance your courage; a vow to be kinder toward
aspects of yourself that you haven't loved well enough;
and a search for an additional source of stability that
will inspire you to seek more freedom.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): If you have been
communing with my horoscopes for a while, you've
gotten a decent education—for free! Nonetheless, you
shouldn't depend on me for all of your learning needs.
Due to my tendency to emphasize the best in you and
focus on healing your wounds, I may neglect some
aspects of your training. With that as caveat, I'll offer a
few meditations about future possibilities. 1) What new
subjects or skills do you want to master in the next
three years? 2) What's the single most important thing
you can do to augment your intelligence? 3) Are there
dogmas you believe in so fixedly and rely on so heavily
that they obstruct the arrival of fresh ideas? If so, are
you willing to at least temporarily set them aside?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): "All the world's a stage,"
wrote Shakespeare, "And all the men and women
merely players." In other words, we're all performers.
Whenever we emerge from solitude and encounter
other people, we choose to express certain aspects of
our inner experience even as we hide others. Our
personalities are facades that display a colorful mix of
authenticity and fantasy. Many wise people over the
centuries have deprecated this central aspect of human
behavior as superficial and dishonest. But author Neil
Gaiman thinks otherwise: "We are all wearing masks,"
he says. "That is what makes us interesting." Invoking
his view—and in accordance with current astrological
omens—I urge you to celebrate your masks and
disguises in the coming weeks. Enjoy the show you
present. Dare to entertain your audiences.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): I think you've done
enough rehearsals. At this point, the apparent quest for
a little extra readiness is beginning to lapse into
procrastination. So I'll suggest that you set a date for
opening night. I'll nudge you to have a cordial talk with
yourself about the value of emphasizing soulfulness
over perfectionism. What? You say you're waiting until
your heart stops fluttering and your bones stop
chattering? I've got good news: The greater your stage
fright, the more moving your performance will be.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In all the time we've
worked on diminishing your suffering, we may have not
focused enough on the fine art of resolving unfinished
business. So let's do that now, just in time for the arrival
of your Season of Completion. Are you ready to start

drawing the old cycle to a close so you'll be fresh when
the new cycle begins? Are you in the mood to conclude
this chapter of your life story and earn the relaxing
hiatus you will need before launching the next chapter?
Even if you don't feel ready, even if you're not in the
mood, I suggest you do the work anyway. Any business
you leave unfinished now will only return to haunt you
later. So don't leave any business unfinished!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Are you ready to mix
more business with pleasure and more pleasure with
business than you have ever mixed? I predict that in the
coming weeks, your social opportunities will serve your
professional ambitions and your professional ambitions
will serve your social opportunities. You will have more
than your usual amount of power to forge new alliances
and expand your web of connections. Here's my advice:
Be extra charming, but not grossly opportunistic. Sell
yourself, but with grace and integrity, not with
obsequiousness. Express yourself like a gorgeous force
of nature, and encourage others to express themselves
like gorgeous forces of nature.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): "When I picture a
perfect reader," wrote philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche,
"I picture a monster of courage and curiosity, also
something supple, cunning, cautious, a born adventurer
and discoverer." I suspect he was using the term
"monster" with a roguish affection. I am certainly doing
that as I direct these same words toward you, dear
Sagittarian reader. Of course, I am always appreciative
of your courage, curiosity, cunning, suppleness and
adventurousness. But I'm especially excited about
those qualities now, because the coming weeks will be
a time when they will be both most necessary and most
available to you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You do not yet have
access to maps of the places where you need to go
next. That fact may tempt you to turn around and head
back to familiar territory. But I hope you'll press
forward even without the maps. Out there in the
frontier, adventures await you that will prepare you well
for the rest of your long life. And being without maps, at
least in the early going, may actually enhance your
learning opportunities. Here's another thing you should
know: your intuitive navigational sense will keep
improving the farther you get from recognizable
landmarks.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Healing isn't
impossible. You may not be stuck with your pain forever.
The crookedness in your soul and the twist in your
heart may not always define who you are. There may
come a time when you'll no longer be plagued by
obsessive thoughts that keep returning you to the
tormenting memories. But if you hope to find the kind
of liberation I'm describing here, I advise you to start
with these two guidelines: 1) The healing may not
happen the way you think it should or imagine it will. 2)
The best way to sprout the seeds that will ultimately
bloom with the cures is to tell the complete truth.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Nineteenth-century
British painter J. M. W. Turner was one of the greats.
Renowned for his luminous landscapes, he specialized
in depicting the power of nature and the atmospheric
drama of light and color. Modern poet Mary Ruefle tells
us that although he "painted his own sea monsters," he
engaged assistants "to do small animals." She writes
that "he could do a great sky, but not rabbits." I'm
hoping that unlike Turner, you Piscean folks will go both
ways in the coming weeks. Give as much of your
creative potency and loving intelligence to the modest
details as to the sweeping vistas. a

HOMEWORK: WHAT'S THE PART OF YOURSELF THAT IS

LEAST EVOLVED AND NEEDS MOST TRANSFORMATION?

TESTIFY AT FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM. 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.
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TROMBINOS

You sat with your family at a table across from mine from

about 8:30 to 10. Seems like we were constantly

exchanging glances and I saw you look back as you left.

Interested?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Trombinos bar on 7/9/2018.

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN AT TRADER JOE’S

You, in front of me at checkout, wearing low cut

strappy top. Me, older guy wearing Panama with black

hat band. You, stepped back in front of me to get a

Toblerone chocolate. You charmed me with your smile.

Want to meet up for coffee or a drink?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Trader Joe’s Uptown on 6/1/2018.

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN AT LOMAS TRUE

VALUE
Our eyes met and we exchanged smiles at the True Value
Hardware on San Mateo and Lomas. We were both
checking out at the same time, but different registers. You
were wearing cute white lacey shorts and top, with a
yellow halter top beneath. You took your time looking at
things after you had paid, but I wasn’t able to check out
fast enough to catch up to you. Lets meet up!
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: Lomas True Value on 5/12/2018.

EYE CONTACT

I can't get you off my mind! I saw you, your daughter, and

your son at the Western Mercantile Store. You were at

the counter getting dog food, when our eyes met and

you smiled. Respectfully, when made eye contact again

in the parking lot, I chose to say nothing in front of your

kids. Let's get together for coffee and chat.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Western Mercantile Store in Tijeras on 8/1/2018.

DEFINED FITNESS

You were lifting weights at the gym late afternoon, you

had a blue cap on in a wheelchair. I was running/peeping

the gun show. Then saw you on tinder after and hope I

would see you again somehow.

I am a Man. I saw a Man.

Where:  on 7/22/2018.

NATURAL GROCERS BY DAIRY IN BACK

Mid-afternoon, slender man in tan shirt and slacks, going

white like me, in denim outfit with garden tan. You got

sauerkraut, looked back at me with gentle smile. Wanted

to say "hi" but vision issue in way of easy exchanges that

day. Looking for in-depth conversation in this world gone

tweeting. Getting into farm truck when you left in station

wagon. Would so enjoy finding out what's behind your

lovely smile.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Natural Grocers on 6/27/2018.

Legal Services

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
$200 Payment Plans Available
STOP garnishments NOW 505-
688-0070

Handyman Services

SWAMP COOLER EXPERT 20
YRS EXP. BONDED/SELF
INSURED Semi-
retired/reasonable 270-3229

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Education/Instruction

MARC’S GUITAR STUDIO
Quality private lessons. 505-
859-2654

Events

STARGATE COSMOS EXPO
October 25-28,2018-808-
214-3442-Ramada
Albuquerque Midtown
www.stargatetothecosmos.org

Studies

w
PARTICIPANTS WANTED
M/F for a research study,

in good health, 18+ yo, not
pregnant. $20/hr. 272-0769
(Study # M-10707).

w
MRI STUDY 8-18 y.o.
M/F for brain study. $20

per hour. 272-0769 (HRRC #
07-272).

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 258

Employment

Real Estate
Duplexes for Rent

Southeast

NEAR CNM/TVI FOR RENT
Available September 1. 330
square ft. duplex. Three blocks

Wellness

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Headaches? Neck, shoulder or
low back pain? Therapeutic
massage can change your life.
$49 first time client. 575-
313-3703 Gwynne Ann Unruh
LMT, RMTI Lic #578 

Licensed Massage

w
AUTHENTIC TANTRA
MASSAGE Give yourself

the beautiful gift of authentic
Tantra massage and teaching.
I am a Certified Tantra
Educator, Professional
Massage Therapist,
Relationship Coach and Reiki
Healer. Please call me for
detailed information and
scheduling. Namaste,Julianne

Opportunities

w
EASY MONEY You need
1. a cell phone, 2. to be

FED UP WITH ROBO-CALLS
and 3. learn how to identify

telemarketers. For more info
www.call-childress.com 505-433-
9823 I SUE TELEMARKETERS 

Businesses For Sale

Body & Soul

w
ABQ FASHION
OPPORTUNITY Established

business with an excellent east
downtown location seeking a
creative and committed
individual to join as a partner.

Retail, marketing, and
networking experience a huge
plus. Knowledge of mid- to
higher-range clothing brands
and accessories helpful. Limited
investment required.

from UNM; half block from
CNM. $400/month; $400 dd,
utilities not included. One year

lease. No smokers or dogs.
Cats ok. Call Frank 575-209-
0862 between 9am and 7pm. 

505 920 3083 LMT #2788

Martial Arts

SIFU DUG AT GOLDEN
FLOWER Sifu Dug's is
teaching Tai Chi and Internal
Arts at Golden Flower Chinese
Herbs 2724 Vassar PL NE
87107. Contact Sifu Dug
505.306.0118,

sifudug@gmail.com web-page
Sifudug.com

Self-Help/Workshops

OUT OF CONTROL? Are you
strugglilng with COMPULSIVE
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR and WANT
HELP? Call (505) 510-1722
or visit www.abqsaa.org

Join the Santa Fe Reporter’s dynamic sales team 

and start supporting local investigative reporting 

and Arts & Culture journalism that’s been a 

driving force in the City Different for 45 years. 

Are you looking for a 

CAREER  
CHANGE  

or a  

CHANCE TO  
BREAK AWAY  

from selling  

something you  

don’t believe in?

We’re seeking a hard-charging  

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE 
who can help focus on reaching new customers. 

Do you know Santa Fe like the back of  

your hand? Do you want to determine  

your own earning potential? 

We offer an attractive pay plan, 100% paid medical and a great 

place to work! Email advertising@sfreporter.com today or 

drop by our HQ at 132 E Marcy Street with your résumé. 
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by Matt Jones

Across

1 Chunks of history

5 Decaf brand

10 Lumberyard tools

14 Turn into a puddle

15 "Fuzzy Wuzzy was ___ ..."

16 Preserve, as meat

17 Cupcake decorator

18 Show with skits

19 "Remote Control" host Ken
(or German for "upper")

20 IRS collection, formally?

22 Poke ingredient, often

23 "Saved by the Bell"
character Jessie

24 Acid-base indicator

26 Formal attire

29 Actor Rob, or either
candidate named Ron who
competed in a 2018 Kansas
congressional primary

32 "___ of Laura Mars"

35 Coif

39 George Gershwin's brother

40 Amorphous amount (and
an "Arrested Development"
character)

41 Light bulb measure,
formally?

42 Zero, on some fields

43 "It's hard to be humble
when you're as great as I am"
boxer

44 Beer named for a Dutch
river

45 Religious offshoot

46 It's six of one ... and six of
the other

48 Bunches

50 36-Down's "Family"

54 Piece of Necco candy

58 Desert of Mongolia

60 Zany, formally?

63 Practical applications

64 Love on the Loire

65 Mine vein

66 Quartet member

67 George Eliot's "___
Marner"

68 City near Tulsa

69 "The Facts of Life" actress
Mindy

70 Ibsen heroine Gabler

71 Brown and Rather, for two

Down

1 Gives off

2 Newscast summary

3 Echo responder?

4 Orchestral section

5 Dress in Delhi

6 His mother raised Cain

7 "On the Beach" author
Shute

8 Hawaii's "Garden Isle"

9 Fail to exist

10 RBG's group, for short

11 Mass transit vehicle,
formally?

12 Small songbird

13 It comes twice after "Que"
in a song

21 Herd comment

25 "I want catnip"

27 "Careless Whisper" group
(yeah, that's the sax solo
playing in your mind right now)

28 D.C. diamond denizens

30 Cartman, to his mom

31 Truffle fries topper

32 Victorian expletive

33 Hashtag acronym
popularized by a Drake song

34 Casual "industry,"
formally?

36 50-Across "Cousin"

37 Comedian/actress Butcher
of "Take My Wife"

38 Inspiron computer maker

41 Harry Potter accessory

45 Stopped suddenly, as an
engine

47 He held over 1,000
patents

49 Be shy

51 Overrun (with)

52 First Lady of the '50s

53 Castigate

55 "Criminal" singer Apple

56 "There's no ___ sight!"

57 Orchestra needs

58 Nacho topper, slangily

59 1952 Olympics host

61 College courtyard

62 "Major" constellation

©2018 Jonesin' Crosswords

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

"The Long Name"--ooh, someone's in trouble.BY RYAN NORTH
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