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STEP UP

WHAT TO BRING:

STATE ID OR DL     PROOF OS SOCIAL SECURITY     PROOF OF ADDRESS

bplplasma.com

2 Great Locations:
22 Yale Blvd SE.(505-266-5729)

701 2nd St. (505-842-6991)

SIT DOWN GET PAID

EARN ON AVERAGE UP TO

$250
A MONTH*

PRICED below market! New roof with warranty!
Call David at Geltmore Real Estate Advisory Team, LLC

(505) 294-8625

PRIME LOCATION TWO BUILDINGS IN DOWNTOWN ABQ

approx. 8000 sq ft space
— made from two remodeled buildings —

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE
413/411 Central Ave NW413/411 Central Ave NW413/411 Central Ave NW

PRICED bbb lleloww mar ee !t!t! NNNewew rrooooffff iwiwi hthth wwararrarantnt !y!y!
t R l E t t Ad i T LLC

yw markkke

located between the historic Kimo 
Theater on Route 66, and sharing on old 
brick wall with Anodyne and Sister Bar.



NOVEMBER 22-28, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [3]



[4]     WEEKLY ALIBI NOVEMBER 22-28, 2018

alibi
VOLUME 27  |  ISSUE 47  |  NOVEMBER 22-28, 2018

EDITORIAL

MANAGING AND FILM EDITOR:

Devin D. O’Leary (ext. 230) devin@alibi.com

MUSIC AND NEWS EDITOR:

August March (ext. 245) august@alibi.com

ARTS AND LIT. EDITOR:

Maggie Grimason (ext. 239) maggie@alibi.com
FOOD EDITOR:

Robin Babb robin@alibi.com
COPY EDITOR:

Taylor Grabowsky taylor@alibi.com
CALENDARS EDITOR:

Ashli Kesali ashli@alibi.com

STAFF WRITER:

Joshua Lee (ext. 243) josh@alibi.com

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR:

Samantha Carrillo (ext. 223) samantha@alibi.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:

Ramona Beezus, Rob Brezsny, Carolyn Carlson,
Samantha Carrillo, Desmond Fox, Taylor Grabowsky,
Hosho McCreesh, Mayo Lua de Frenchie 

PRODUCTION

PRODUCTION MANAGER/EDITORIAL

DESIGNER:

Valerie Serna (ext. 254) valeries@alibi.com
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS:

Corey Yazzie corey@alibi.com
Ramona Chavez ramona@alibi.com
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER:

Eric Williams ewill23nm@gmail.com

CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS:

Max Cannon, Michael Ellis, Ryan North, Mike
Organisciak, Jen Sorensen

SALES

SALES DIRECTOR:

Tierna Unruh-Enos (ext. 248) tierna@alibi.com

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES:

Kittie Blackwell (ext. 224) kittie@alibi.com
John Hankinson (ext. 235) john@alibi.com
Shane Boyd (ext. 223) shane@alibi.com
Sarah Shipman (ext. 210) sarahs@alibi.com

ADMINISTRATION

PUBLISHER:

Constance Moss (ext. 222) constance@alibi.com

CONTROLLER:

Courtney Foster (ext. 257) courtney@alibi.com

SYSTEMS MANAGER:

Kyle Silfer (ext. 242) kyle@alibi.com

WEB MONKEY:

John Millington (ext. 238) webmonkeys@alibi.com

OWNERS:

Christopher Johnson and Daniel Scott
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE:

Courtney Foster (ext. 257) courtney@alibi.com

CIRCULATION

CIRCULATION MANAGER:

Chris Silva (ext. 252) chriss@alibi.com

CIRCULATION SPECIAL FORCES:

Darrell Sparks darrell@alibi.com

INFORMATION

PRINTER:

The Santa Fe New Mexican

IN LOVING MEMORY:

Doug Albin, Martin Candelaria, Michael Henningsen,
Gretchen Hudson, Eric Johnson, Greg Medara, Victor
Woodward Milán, Chico Ramirez, Mina Yamashita

INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER:

Southwest Cyberport (232-7992) info@swcp.com

NATIONAL ADVERTISING:

VMG Advertising (888) 278-9866
www.vmgadvertising.com

NUCITY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
P.O. Box 81 Albuquerque, NM 87103 

BUSINESS HOURS: 10AM–5PM MON–FRI
PHONE and FAX: (505) 346-0660

Alibi (ISSN 1088-0496) is published weekly 52 times per year. The content
of this issue is Copyright © 2018 by NuCity Publications, Inc., and may not be
reprinted in part or in whole without written consent of the publisher. All rights
are reserved. One copy of each edition of Alibi is available free to county residents
and visitors each week. Anyone caught removing papers in bulk will be prosecuted
on theft charges to the fullest extent of the law. Yearly subscription $100, back
issues are $3, Best of Burque is $5. Queries and manuscripts should include a
self-addressed stamped envelope; Alibi assumes no responsibility for 
unsolicited material.

Association 
of Alternative
Newsmedia



NOVEMBER 22-28, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [5]



[6]     WEEKLY ALIBI NOVEMBER 22-28, 2018

ODDS
ENDS

WEIRD NEWS

A
N
D

Dateline: New Jersey
After garnering media attention for a
$400,000 GoFundMe campaign, a homeless
veteran and a couple have been charged with
conspiracy and theft by deception. The Inquirer

reports Johnny Bobbitt Jr. and the New Jersey
couple, Kate McClure and Mark D’Amico,
were accused of conspiring to invent a story
that would attract online donations from
strangers. Last November the three launched a
GoFundMe campaign that claimed McClure
met Bobbitt when she had run out of gas one
evening. According to the story, the homeless
veteran used his last $20 to buy her fuel and a
gas can. The campaign was meant to raise
$10,000 so Bobbitt could find a place to live,
but quickly gained public attention and ended
up raising $402,706 in a single month. In
September the couple was sued by Bobbitt for
allegedly spending over half of the funds raised
themselves, leading to a full criminal
investigation of their assets. Their home was
raided by Burlington County officials in
September and they were arrested later in the
month. According to officials, the couple met
Bobbitt at least a month before they created
the GoFundMe page. In text messages to a
friend, McClure allegedly said that the entire
gas can story was fabricated to “make people
feel bad.” Last week the couple was released in
New Jersey. Bobbitt was being held in
Philadelphia. They each face up to 10 years in
prison. GoFundMe said all 14,000 donors to
the campaign last year will be refunded in full. 

Dateline: Japan
Japanese citizens are shocked to find their
minister in charge of cybersecurity doesn’t use
computers and is unsure of how a USB drive is
used. According to The Guardian,
cybersecurity and Olympics minister Yoshitaka
Sakurada admitted to a government panel last
week that he has never used a computer.
During a Lower House Cabinet Committee, he
told Diet members, “Since the age of 25, I
have instructed my employees and secretaries,
so I don’t use computers myself.” He also
reportedly showed signs of confusion when
asked if Japan’s nuclear facilities used USB
drives. Opposition officials balked at his
apparent computer illiteracy and questioned
how someone with no background in
technology could be responsible for the
country’s cybersecurity. Sakurada was only
recently appointed to the position by Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. He was also criticized in
his role as minister of the Olympics following a
similar show of ignorance during a briefing on
the matter. When asked about plans for North
Korea’s sports minister to visit Japan at the end
of the month, Sakurada claimed to know
nothing about it until an aide intervened and
reminded him that he had been briefed on the

subject. He mistakenly said the central
government would be contributing 1,500 yen
to the 2020 Olympics and Paralympics—
despite the actual amount being 150 billion
yen. He later complained to reporters that
opposition members were failing to give him
questions beforehand, leading to poor
performances before the Diet.

Dateline: Wisconsin
A novelty glass-making company’s owners are
giving their employees handguns for
Christmas. According to WISN in Wisconsin,
the father-and-son owners of BenShot LLC
gave each of their 16 full-time employees a gift
card good for a handgun of their choice with a
value of up to $500. The gift cards ensured
that each employee received a background
check before the gun could be purchased. The

Post Crescent reports that some of the
employees had never fired a gun before, and at
least two declined the offer initially. Both are
now reportedly considering accepting the gift
after taking gun safety courses that were
provided by the company. Reporters asked co-
owner Ben Wolfgram if he was worried about
workplace violence. He answered that the staff
were all friends, and he wasn’t worried. “We
are a small, close-knit team at BenShot. I want
to make sure all of employees are safe and
happy—a handgun was the perfect gift.”
BenShot sells novelty shot and beer glasses
that have real bullets embedded in the glass. 

Dateline: Australia
A retailer’s suggestion that Australians place
onions below their sausage instead of on top
was met with wide scale controversy, prompting
politicians in Australia and New Zealand to
clarify their positions on the subject. According
to CNN Travel, Bunnings Warehouse, a
national hardware chain, hosts Sausage Sizzle
fundraisers held by community groups at each of
its locations every week. Organizers will sell
open-faced sausage sandwiches topped with
grilled onions and served on slices of white
bread. However Bunnings recently made waves
when it sent a suggestion to Australian
community leaders that serving the sausages
with onions on top—the traditional method—
was a slipping hazard. The announcement was
almost immediately met with customer outrage
on social media, where the company was
accused of micromanaging and being
overprotective. The debate became so heated
that reporters even asked Australian Prime
Minister Scott Morrison to give his opinion.
“Whether the onions are on top or
underneath,” he said, “I’ll always be buying
sausages on bread.” During their first meeting,
New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
suggested a joint commitment between the two
nations to Morrison “that on our watches the
Bunnings sausage sizzle should continue.” ABC
News in Australia reports an unnamed
customer who was injured at one of their
locations after slipping on a grilled onion and
signed a non-disclosure agreement with the
company three years ago has commended
Bunnings’ decision. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.
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professionals whose role in the administration
will be to bolster and continue to implement
Keller’s progressive agenda.

Brian Osterloh, a longtime city employee,
was named to be the permanent head of the
department of Technology and Innovation,
after having served as
the interim director
since Keller’s
inauguration. In a
nod toward the
humanist future the
mayor’s
administration has
long proposed,
Osterloh told
reporters, “In this
position, I hope to
further the vision of
making technology
available to all parts
of our city to support
everyone. … We
don’t support servers
or cables or laptops or
software—we support
people.”

Also joining the
crew over at City
Hall will be new City
Budget Officer Olivia
Padilla-Jackson. The
former director of the New Mexico Board of
Finance, Padilla-Jackson was also a member of
the very influential New Mexico Legislative
Finance Committee. Padilla-Jackson, currently
the Board President of Manzano Day school has
been quoted as saying, “Albuquerque is a great
place to be, and I want to use my experience to
revolutionize the way we look at budgets and
outcomes in the city.”

Keller’s administration can also be credited
with furthering the underlying progressive
mission of proving better and more efficient
early childhood education.

Toward that end, the city recently
announced that Shana Runck has been chosen
to oversee Burque’s Early Head Start, Early Pre-
K, Pre-K and Preschool programs. Formerly part
of the leadership team for Head Start at the
Pueblo of Laguna, Runck also worked in
community relations at the Nusenda
Foundation, as well as holding an adjunct
professorship at CNM. Envisioning her tenure
in city government, Runck stated, “If my focus
on early childhood education has taught me
one thing, it’s that every child has the potential
to do amazing things. It’s my goal to make sure
Albuquerque kids have a solid start to achieve
success and thrive.”

Health Insurance Time
Do not fret dear progressive readers and
comrades. There is still an Affordable Care act
and there is still an insurance exchange

NEWS | COMMENTARY

BY AUGUST MARCH

T
here is just so dang much going on in this

city and this state, news-wise, that I

thought I would tell you all about it in a

series of brief communiques. Besides being

timely and informative, these utterances speak

to the fact that some Burqueños—and even,

perhaps those in the wider world, via the

interwebz—are getting their news from

Weekly Alibi.
So, orale, step up, mind the gap or strap on

your jammy pack—whatever the vernacular of
your particular subculture requires—to mark
your entrance into the realm of local and
regional news updates provided with aplomb
and coated with the peculiar yet resilient dust of
this town.

ART Turnabout
Every morning when I pry the lid off the big
black kettle holding my email, there’s a helluva
lot going on—what with bubbles rising here
and there—including much news from the
official channels at the City of Albuquerque.

Now as you may recall, we’ve been big fans
of the Keller administration from the get-go and
are quite glad to see that the city has decided
not to cite drivers using or crossing the ART
bus lane demarcations. That’s a great step
forward towards lessening consumer (read:
citizens of Burque) anxiety and even anger over
the perpetually frozen transportation project.

On the other hand, I did witness near chaos
near the corner of Atrisco and Central Avenue
this morning, right next to the ART bus stop,
interestingly. A young driver in the parking lot
that now houses Burlington Coat Factory and
Conn’s Home stores—and that’s an upgrade
from the long-standing K-Mart that haunted
the neighborhood for years—was attempting to
turn left, or west onto Central Ave.

Although they were able to somehow snake
across four lanes of traffic in two directions
while navigating the ART edifice and its
separate lane, nearly three accidents happened
in time with their crossing. At least one might
have been vicious. I winced and somehow made
it through—but thought about how a lack of
enforcement of traffic laws in general has made
this town hell to travel through, ART or no
ART. Will even less enforcement of the laws
applying to driving through town in a machine
result in more civilization or less? I guess we’ll
have to find out.

Our Leadership Team
In other news emanating from City Hall—and
for those of you who are wondering, yes the
word “emanating” was purposely chosen; the
mayor’s a metal head after all and that word has
certain cred, we believe, in the parlance of that
particular subculture.

Ahem. Anyway, this past Friday, the mayor’s
office announced the appointment of three

Indian School Rd. NE from 5 to 7pm
• Tuesday, Dec. 4: Health NM Event, 2529

San Mateo Blvd. NE, Ste. 4 from 3 to 6pm
• Wednesday, Dec. 5: Greg Koch GLK

Insurance Event, 1700A Southern Blvd. SE,
Rio Rancho, 3 to 6pm

• Wednesday, Dec. 5: Integrity Insurance
Event, 9577 Osuna Rd. NE, Ste. E, 3 to 6pm

• Wednesday, Dec. 5: Health NM Event,
2529 San Mateo Blvd. NE, Ste. 4 from 3 to
6pm

• Thursday, Dec. 6: Jerry Smith and
Associates Event, 4200 Meadowlark Lane, Ste.
1-E, Rio Rancho, 3 to 6pm

• Thursday, Dec. 6: Greater Albuquerque
Housing Partnership Enrollment Event, 1319
Fourth Street NW, from 5 to 7pm

• Saturday, Dec. 8: CNM Workforce
Training Center Enrollment Event, 5600 Eagle
Rock Ave. NE, 10am to 2pm

• Friday, Dec. 14: Catholic Charities
Enrollment Event, 2010 Bridge Blvd. SW, 3 to
7pm

A Healthy Narrative
Recently, Weekly Alibi received an official

transmission from Be Well New Mexico,

illustrating how important affordable healthcare

can be to citizens of this state. It goes something

like this:

Diane Lodge, who was going through a

divorce, moved to New Mexico from

Connecticut to be closer to her son Dan and

daughter-in-law Amanda.

Because of this, Diane knew she needed to

purchase health insurance. She went online to

look for insurance companies. She found

bewellnm.com’s website, which advises

customers to call the enrollment center if they

need help. So she did. She had an appointment

with an enrollment counselor in two days. “The

process was extremely quick,” Diane said.

The counselor asked her questions about her

health, such as how frequently she sees a doctor.

Diane has high blood pressure, so she knows she

has to be established with a doctor and

maintain her medications. Not surprisingly,

during the divorce proceedings and her travels

to England to care for her mother, Diane’s blood

pressure went up.

Every November Diane now makes an

appointment at the enrollment center to renew

coverage face-to-face with a counselor. “They

are so good. They know what they are doing. It

doesn’t take very long. Why do it yourself?” said

Diane.

And that’s the word from a fellow citizen, a

nonprofit organization dedicated to making

healthcare more affordable and more

convenient for New Mexico citizens and,

ultimately, a progressive underground

community newspaper that wants to see its

entire readership live long and prosper. Sabes?

As a final reminder, open enrollment ends

designed and implemented to help citizens find
the best and most affordable health insurance
options for individuals and families.

If the above sounds like leftist propaganda,
then get the heck out of here. It’s a well
established fact, after all, that having health

insurance is a damn
healthy thing to carry
around with one’s
skin and bones.
Scientific studies
have shown that
individuals without
health insurance
suffer increased risks
for chronic disease
and early mortality.
Serio.

So what are you
waiting for
compadres? If the
answer has to do with
access and
affordability, then do
yourself—and your
family—a solid by
checking out Be Well
New Mexico, our
state’s official, state
law created health
insurance exchange.

The organization
has a mission statement that’s heavy on
improving the collective health and well-being
of all New Mexicans and you can jump on that
joyful bandwagon, dear citizen by getting
hooked up with affordable medical care through
this organization if you live in New Mexico, are
not covered by an affordable healthcare plan
through your employer or are not covered by
Medicare or Medicaid. The nonprofit also has a
division directed towards working with small
businesses to facilitate better healthcare options
for employees.

As now until Dec. 15 marks the yearly open
enrollment time provided by insurance
companies, regulatory bodies and various
commercial and nonprofit exchanges, now is
the time get with Be Well New Mexico if you
qualify for their services based on the four
qualifiers mentioned in the previous paragraph
of this article.

The New Mexico Exchange offers a wide
array of events meant to make convenient the
sometimes complicated process of choosing and
implementing health insurance. Here’s a
breakdown of the next enrollment events
happening in the Duke City, but for a complete
listing of enrollment events visit Be Well New
Mexico’s enrollment events page.

• Wednesday, Nov. 21: Greater
Albuquerque Housing Partnership Enrollment
Event, 310 Indian School Rd. NE from 5 to
7pm

• Thursday, Nov. 29: Greater Albuquerque
Housing Partnership Enrollment Event, 310

Minutes to Go
ART, progressive people and health insurance
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Diane Lodge, a typical BeWellNM customer
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Netflix in Burque
Project Zia is Go

Netflix’s takeover of ABQ Studios is complete.
Netflix and the City of Albuquerque settled last
month, with the corporation paying a little over
$30 million for what was billed as a $91 million
facility back when it was completed in 2007.

ABQ Studios sits on a 28-acre site and
boasts 9 stages—over 170,000 square feet of
filming space. With a long line of productions like
“Better Call Saul” already in production, hopes
and optimism are high. Ty Warren, an executive
at Netflix, said, “The people, the landscape and
the facilities are all stellar and we can’t wait to
get to work—and employ lots of New Mexicans—
creating entertainment for the world to enjoy.”
Mayor Tim Keller echoed those sentiments,
billing the deal as, “a transformative victory that
will change the business landscape in the Duke
City.” 

Netflix has been filming here for some time,
currently wrapping up production of mystery
series “Chambers” and the epic production,
“Messiah.”

Are these projects benefiting local crews?
Weekly Alibi met up with local film technician,
Ray Naranjo—who has worked with Netflix
before and is on hand for these two upcoming
shows—to get his opinion on the big move.
“Working on Netflix projects has been a big part
of my yearly income. Jobs on both projects
lasted over three months each, and were shot in
various locations, including 1-25 Studios and on
locations around N.M. The upgrade from I-25 to
Q Studios will be like night and day, and will only
bring more business to N.M. I look forward to
working not only on Netflix [projects] but on all
projects with N.M. film crews.”

According to plans, the state of New Mexico
will continue to offer eligibility for all Netflix
productions to obtain a tax credit of up to 30
percent through LEDA financing and will invest
$4.5 million; the city of Albuquerque will be on
the hook for $10 million in direct investment.
They go further: Netflix is required to spend $1
billion within the state over the course of the
next 10 years. That contract stipulates that
Netflix invest $600 million in direct spending in
here before Dec. 31, 2023 and an additional
$400 million in facility maintenance and
upgrades between Dec. 31, 2023 and the end of
the year 2028.

If all goes to plan, the state should enjoy
increased revenue and more jobs. Last fiscal
year, New Mexico saw $234 million worth of
direct spending into the local economy with the
number of projects costing over $1 million
jumping from 30 in 2016 to 52 in 2017. This year
the state has already hosted over 38 projects
costing over $1 million and expects to surpass
last year’s figures.

Netflix estimates around 750 local film crew
staff hired as a result of the deal. As Naranjo
puts it, “Our incentive cap will have public
support, and will be raised to support the influx
of business, as the volume of new shows will
depend on that. It is important that the shows
already shooting in N.M. be able to remain, with
suitable studio facilities, either by drastically
upgrading I-25 Studios, or building new studios
similar to state of the art ABQ Studios.” 

In the words of Ty Warren of Netflix, “Our
experience producing shows and films in New
Mexico inspired us to jump at the chance to
establish a new production hub here.” a

NEWS CITY BY STEVEN LUTHY NEWS | COUNTY MATTERS

Assimilate Now, Citizens!
Get in tune with local government here

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

O
kay Alibi readers, you are going to have to
read fast and assimilate quickly to keep up,
because our local governing bodies have

been busy in the last couple weeks. Bernalillo
County Commission put some future jingle in
some of our pockets, while the Albuquerque
City Council proclaimed support for statewide
affordable healthcare for all.

BernCo View
More Money For Us and Them
Attention Bernalillo County minimum wage
workers: There soon could be a few more cents
in your pocket after the Bernalillo County
Commission raised the minimum wage $.20
from $8.85 to $9.05. This raise goes into effect
on Jan. 1, 2019.

Newly elected officials who start their terms
Jan. 1 will also get more annual money.
Incoming County Commissioners will get about
$39,000 per year, nearly $10,000 more than
sitting commissioners. Treasurer, clerk and
assessor will gain about $20,000, to take home
around $86,000. The sheriff will see an increase
from about $68,000 to $90,000 in his salary.
The new Probate Judge will go from about
$28,000 to $38,000 per year. Officials elected in
2020 also will receive this raise, in 2021. The
last pay bump for county officials was approved
in 2006 and took effect in 2007 and 2009.
More Money to Help
Commissioners approved a new $3 million
annual appropriation for the County’s
Department of Behavioral Health Services to
expand triage crisis mental health and
substance abuse services for adults in need of
immediate treatment.

The four-phase plan starts with the first two
phases transitioning the MATS detox center to
the University of New Mexico Hospital, to give
UNMH a larger administrative role. This will
allow the MATS detox services center to
expand its programs—including a public
inebriate program—by about 36 beds overall.
The third phase would be an outpatient clinic
with some innovative peer-based treatment
ideas. And the fourth phase is a real
freestanding mental health hospital with
emergency medical and psychiatric urgent and
emergency care. 

Phases one and two are expected to be
gearing up early next year. This overall plan will
provide our emergency services personnel with
a place to take those struggling with mental
health and substance abuse to get full service
help. It is hoped and expected that this will
take a huge number of patients out of hospital
emergency rooms and out of the criminal justice
system.

All this is being funded in part with monies
from the 2015 mental health and substance
abuse gross receipts tax passed by the voters and

implemented by the county.
More Development
Santolina, the 13,700-acre master-planned
community sitting southwest of I-40 and 118th
Street, is one step closer to becoming reality.
Commissioners approved a development
agreement with Western Albuquerque Land
Holdings to develop about one-third of the
West Mesa property. When fully built,
Santolina could host about 96,000 people. The
city-county water authority recently said there
is water available on the property but not
within the water authority’s current capacity. It
would cost $600 million over several decades to
develop a delivery infrastructure for the water
under the proposed development. The
development is estimated to use about 11,700
acre-feet of water per year with a daily use of
about 18.5 million. 

The approval did not come easy as a couple
dozen folks showed up at the Nov. 13 meeting
to oppose the move. The commission split
down gender lines, probably coincidentally,
with the three men at the table voting yes and
the two women voting no. A construction
timeline has not been set.

City Council Watch
Official No Toss Policy
Councilors at their Nov. 19 meeting made
their rise in littering fines official. Just as a
reminder: 250 clams is the penalty for being a
first-time litterbug, $350 for the second and a
whopping 500 simoleons will be charged to
third time dumpers. Cigarette butt tossers will
face $250 for their first offense and $500 for
each one of those frajos tossed thereafter. Local
authorities are on alert.
Health Request
Councilors approved a resolution urging the
upcoming 2019 Legislature to pass the Health
Security Act, legislation that would enable
New Mexico to set up its own healthcare plan.
Supporters say it would be set up like a
cooperative, would cover most New Mexicans
who choose to participate, would offer a

comprehensive set of healthcare services and
freedom to choose providers, and would be
administratively simple while being paid for
with existing monies from public funds,
employer contributions and income-based
premiums. Certainly worth a hard look!
More City Business

• Several bills were passed that will amend
the city’s election code in a few ways, including
moving the municipal election held in odd-
numbered years to November from October.
They approved propositions that will be
submitted to the voters at the Feb. 5, 2019
special election, but they deferred adding the
Democracy Dollars Charter amendment for 60
more days.

• Councilors keep kicking down the road
the idea of reconfirming Edward Harness as the
Director of the Civilian Police Oversight
Agency. This time it was deferred until the
Dec. 3 meeting. Council staff reminded the
table that a decision needed to be made prior
to the next US District Court hearing
regarding progress of the Court Approved
Settlement Agreement between the city’s
police department and the Department of
Justice.

• In almost an afterthought, Councilors
approved a five year vision statement with
goals to help guide the city’s budget, resource
allocation, performance and other work plans.
We will be taking a look at what our leaders see
ahead for residents. a

The next meetings:
Albuquerque City Council: Monday, Dec. 3, 5pm 

Bernalillo County Commission: 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 5pm 

Both local political bodies meet in the
Vincent E. Griego Chambers

Albuquerque Bernalillo County Government Center, 1
Civic Plaza NW.

View these and other local government meetings on
GOV TV 16 or cabq.gov/govtv, because it’s your

money, and your town!

Send your comments to carolyn@alibi.com

A recent meeting of the BernCo Commission YAZMIN IRAZOQUI-RUIZ
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EVENT |PREVIEWS

EVENT HORIZON WEEK OF NOVEMBER 22-28

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 23

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 24

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 25

STEP RIGHT UP, STEP RIGHT
UP!

Come one, come all! Hurry, hurry! See Death-defying
stunts of mind over matter! Be amazed by the world’s
smallest escape artist, Nik Sin! Meet the half-man
daredevil, Short E. Dangerously! Marvel at the world
famous Lizard Man! The Govna Bryce Graves takes
you on a wild adventure through authentic sword
swallowing, fire eating, magic, illusions, glass walking
and far more than meets the eye. The world-famous
Hellzapoppin Circus Sideshow Revue takes over the
Launchpad on Sunday, Nov. 25 for a night beyond
belief! Doors at 7pm and the show rocks your socks
off from 8 to 11pm, for mere pocket change at only
$10. Carnie lovers of 21 and over can experience
one of the last true freak shows on the circuit today.
LAUNCHPAD 618 CENTRAL AVE SW, 8PM alibi.com/v/6491. (Mayo

Lua de Frenchie) a

HIT ALL THE DUSTY TRAILS

Black Friday gets more and more absurd every year. In
fact, for many retailers, the humanity-crushing shopping
rush begins on frigging Thanksgiving Day. What a fun,
sexy time. Avoid all of that this year with the Opt
Outside event as all 34 New Mexico State Parks
wave their day-use fees. Which means seeing our
beautiful state wilderness is absolutely free. With the
support of retailers such as REI, the entirety of Friday,
Nov. 23 turns into a day of functional family time or
serene solitude as you traverse the trails of what
makes New Mexico the Land of Enchantment. Break
the brutal sale shopping traditional with a beautiful
day in the sunshine. NEW MEXICO STATE PARKS STATE OF NEW

MEXICO, 9AM TO 8PM alibi.com/v/657l. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

THERE WILL BE BLOOD

Puritanical tropes are shed and Hester Prynne is
reborn in Aux Dog Theatre’s production of In the

Blood, an updated retelling of the Hawthorne’s
classic. This play—penned by Pulitizer Prize-winner
Suzan-Lori Parks—introduces us to Hester La Negrita,
and the underbelly of American life. Acted and
directed by a cadre of local talent, this imaginative
piece of theater creates new in-roads with modern
audiences. It opened Nov. 16, and runs weekends
(Friday, Saturday and Sunday) through Dec. 16
with tickets at just $12. Find tickets online at
auxdog.com. AUX DOG THEATRE 3011 MONTE VISTA BLVD NE,

8PM alibi.com/v/64nq. (Maggie Grimason) a

BABY, IT’S SERIOUSLY
F#@!ING COLD OUTSIDE

Ready to get in the holiday spirit? Yeah, neither are
we. Fortunately, a little community spirit and
fellowship can be infectious. The good ol’ city of the
505 is doing their damnedest to provide a little
Christmas conversion therapy with this year’s
Winterfest. Civic Plaza becomes a holly, jolly
winter wonderland just two days after Thanksgiving
on Saturday, Nov. 24 from 3 to 7pm. Just what
makes this so jolly? What the hell could be more
merry than the opening of the Holiday Ice Qube
Skating Rink with free skating and $3 skate
rentals? Local vendors ease the blow with handmade
goods and retail therapy. Not to mention, wintery
comfort foods, hot cocoa, eggnog and adult libations
are abound, thank goddess. The seasonal décor is
up and the fat dude in the red suit is there to listen
to requests for all the needless crap on your
wishlist. This is a free and all-ages event. So put on
a coat, skate like a Peanut and get in the damn
spirit. CIVIC PLAZA 1 CIVIC PLAZA , 3 TO 7PM alibi.com/v/657j.

(Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

MY GOD, IT’S A RIVER OF LIGHTS!

That’s right fellow kids, yule time is upon the face of the northern hemisphere again and more than anything, a
sublime sesh with twinkly, multi-colored and otherwise sculpturally presented holiday lights is just the ticket to
transcendence that remains so elusive during the otherwise dark and gloomy winter months that are upcoming
and guaranteed not to be bright. An Albuquerque tradition, this sparkling spectacular, The River of Lights
happens at the ABQ BioPark Botanic Garden from Nov. 24 through Dec. 30. The lights blink on at 6pm daily
but fizzle out about 9:30pm, so get there early, home-piece. The whole deal is closed on Dec. 24 and 25—hey if
you wanna see lights on those nights, give me a buzz and we’ll look into it!—but the price is right if you are
looking for marvelous holiday enchantment any other time during the 2108 holiday season. For true light loving
visitors, the Polar Express, a small train, is available to take riders out to meet Santa himself. Admission to the
largest walk through festive lighting display in the state starts at $6 for children 3 through 12 years old. Adult
admission begins at $12 and babies under 3 are free. A ride on the Polar Express is extra. Please inquire at the
Botanic Garden, knowing that meeting the jolly old elf is well worth the extra feria. ABQ BIOPARK BOTANIC GARDEN

2601 CENTRAL AVE NW, 6 TO 9:30PM alibi.com/v/647t. (August March) a

FOAM TO THE DOME

I can guarantee you that every
barista who has ever served
you a latte also has a screenplay
or a band or an Etsy business
on the side. They’re typically a
creative bunch. Which is why
it’s no surprise that an art form
has sprung up around latte-
making, and competitions have
sprung up around that art form.
This Saturday, Nov. 24, head to
Prismatic Coffee to see
competitors from all over the
state serve up their prettiest
latte foam creations at their
third annual Latte Art
Throwdown. Food is served at
6:30pm, and the competition
goes from 7 to 9:30pm. This
event is free and open to the
public. PRISMATIC COFFEE 1761

BELLAMAH AVE NW, 6:30 TO 9:30PM

alibi.com/v/657o. (Robin Babb) a
COURTESY OF HELLZAPOPPIN CIRCUS SIDESHOW REVUE

COURTESY OF VISITALBUQUERQUE.ORG
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY NOV 22
KIDS
CABELA’S Santa’s Wonderland featuring Photos with Santa. Families
are invited to enjoy this enchanting Christmas village offering free,
4x6 studio-quality photos with Santa and holiday activities including
fun crafts and games. 5151 Lang Ave NE. 5-8pm. alibi.com/v/649s.

LEARN
AZBUQA RUSSIAN SCHOOL Introduction to Russian. Explore the
language and culture of Russia in this beginner class and learn
practical ways to use vocabulary and grammar in real-life situations.
308 High St SE. 6-8pm. 18+. alibi.com/v/61km.

SABRINA’S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba Throwback Thursday. Classic
Zumba dances. 4619 Lomas Blvd NE. $5. 6pm. ALL-AGES!
620-0327. alibi.com/v/5g9n.

YOGA ART SPACE Aerial Yoga Weekly Class. A hybrid form of yoga
that combines traditional yoga postures with modern yoga moves
and a silk hammock. Pre-registration required. 8338 Comanche
Rd NE. $15. 9:30-10:30am. 15+. 310-7457. alibi.com/v/5vut.

FRIDAY NOV 23
KIDS
CABELA’S Santa’s Wonderland featuring Photos with Santa. 5151
Lang Ave NE. 5-8pm. See 11/22 listing.

MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Street Dance Locking Class. Kids
and adults learn this basic dance move. 3215 Central Ave NE.
$12. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! 440-6265. alibi.com/v/5kho.

SATURDAY NOV 24
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Special Collections Library Tour.
Take a tour of Albuquerque’s oldest public library. The 1925
Pueblo/Spanish Revival-style building is a registered Albuquerque
landmark. 423 Central Ave NE. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES! 848-1376.
alibi.com/v/62lf.

KIDS
CABELA’S Santa’s Wonderland featuring Photos with Santa. 5151
Lang Ave NE. 5-8pm. See 11/22 listing.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Home Composting
Basics. Learn composting options for a high desert climate with
Mary Green. Registration recommended. 6500 Coors Blvd NW.
9am-noon. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/64m6.

OUTDOOR
WILDLIFE RESCUE OF NEW MEXICO Holiday Wild. See live falcons,
hawks and owls, browse arts and crafts that are for sale as well
as a raffle and kids’ activities. 2901 Candelaria NW. 10am-4pm.
ALL-AGES! 1444. alibi.com/v/64q1.

PETS
LONG LEASH ON LIFE Meet the Greyhounds. Meet the Greyhounds
of the N.M. chapter of the Greyhound Adoption League. Learn how
to foster or adopt and all about what wonderful family members
these retired racers can be. 9800 Montgomery NE. 1-3pm.
ALL-AGES! 299-8800. alibi.com/v/62dq.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
SABRINA’S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba Toning. Build muscle
endurance with cardio. 4619 Lomas Blvd NE. $5. 10-11am.
ALL-AGES! 620-0327. alibi.com/v/5gdy.

SUNDAY NOV 25
PARKING LOT Brake Light Clinic. The Democratic Socialists of
America are replacing brake lights for free for those in need. This
public service event aims to prevent unnecessary police stops,
expensive tickets and fines and keeping people out of the criminal
justice system. 8016 Zuni Rd SE. 10am-3pm. alibi.com/v/64pi.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Yoga with a View.
Begin Sunday with an invigorating yoga session. Class fees include
a donation to the Open Space Alliance. 6500 Coors Blvd NW.
$5-$15. 9am. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/645w.

LOTUS TREE AYURVEDA Prayer and Meditation Group. Learn stilling
the mind, concentration and meditation practices. No previous
experience needed. 7015 Fourth Street. $12-$40. 9-10am.
ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/63ty.

SABRINA’S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba with Quetzalli. Zumba for
everyone. Dance and sweat it out. 10-11am. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5u4z. Also, Strong by Zumba. Burpees, push ups,
planks, squats, jumps, lunges and core work. 4619 Lomas Blvd
NE. $5. 4pm. 13+. 207-4953. alibi.com/v/5gid.

MONDAY NOV 26
NEW MEXICO SCHOOL OF YOGA Flow Yoga Basics. A perfect class
for absolute beginners and those looking to refine their flow to
include the postures of a basic sun salutation, beginner breathing
exercises and savasana. 1111 Carlisle Blvd SE. $10-$45. 6-7pm.
ALL-AGES! 268-0918. alibi.com/v/62nk.

SABRINA’S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba Fitness. Newcomers and
seasoned dancers participate in a high energy dance-cardio class.
4619 Lomas Blvd NE. $5. 4:30pm. ALL-AGES! 620-0327.
alibi.com/v/5gcc.

YOGA ART SPACE Aerial Yoga Weekly Class. 9:30-10:30am. 15+.
Also, 11am. 15+. Also, 8338 Comanche Rd NE. $15. 5:30pm.
15+. See 11/22 listing.

TUESDAY NOV 27
KIDS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Street Dance Locking Class. 3215
Central Ave NE. $12. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! See 11/23 listing.

LEARN
SELF SERVE How to Please a Penis: Better Handjobs and Blowjobs.
This class is for anyone who has a dick in their life who wants to
show it some love. Sterilized dildos for practicing provided. 3904
Central Ave SE. $15-$20. 7:30pm. 18+. 265-5815.
alibi.com/v/633k.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALLEY KATS TAP COMPANY Rise of the Goddess: Burlesque Classes
with Mayo Lua de Frenchie. Learn the art of tease from the city’s
number one burlesque performer. Topics change weekly and are
for both new and experienced performers of all backgrounds. Pre-
registration recommended. 222 Truman St NE. $10. 7:30-8:30pm.
18+. alibi.com/v/64su.

LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER Beginning Swing and Latin Dance
Classes. Enjoy the fun of partner dancing while learning such styles
as West Coast swing, East Coast swing, lindy hop, balboa, salsa,
bachata, merengue, cha cha, rumba and samba. 5506 Coal SE.
$5-$10. 6:30-8pm. ALL-AGES! 948-1579. alibi.com/v/60qv.

LOTUS TREE AYURVEDA Prayer and Meditation Group. Learn stilling
the mind, concentration and meditation practices. No previous
experience needed. 7015 Fourth Street. $12-$40. 7-8pm.
ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/63vn.

NEW MEXICO SCHOOL OF YOGA Yoga for Inflexible Athletes. A six-
week course to help with sports by enhancing athletic performance,
preventing injuries and increasing flexibility. Cross train with yoga.
1111 Carlisle Blvd SE. $10-$45. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0918.
alibi.com/v/62nr.

SABRINA’S Z CREW FITNESS Zumba Fitness. 4:30pm. ALL-AGES!
See 11/26 listing. Also, Zumba Toning. Build muscle endurance
with cardio. 4619 Lomas Blvd NE. $5. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES!
620-0327. alibi.com/v/5gff.

TAYLOR RANCH LIBRARY Best Ways to Protect Bones and Joints.
Hear about common issues concerning bone and joint health and
learn the best way to protect and prevent these issues. 5700
Bogart St NW. 2-3pm. 897-8816. alibi.com/v/63yg.

YOGA ART SPACE Aerial Yoga Weekly Class. 9:30-10:30am. 15+.
See 11/22 listing. Also, Chair Yoga. Accessible and gentle yoga
for absolutely everyone. 10:45-11:45am. 15+. alibi.com/v/5vx6.
Also, 8338 Comanche Rd NE. $15. 4-5pm. 15+. See 11/22 listing.
310-7457.

WEDNESDAY NOV 28
KIDS
MAMA’S MINERALS Ornament Making. Create beautiful hand-
made ornaments, just in time for the holidays. Registration recom-
mended. 800 20th Street NW. $13. 4:30-6:30pm. ALL-AGES!
266-8443. alibi.com/v/64jx.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
BIKRAM YOGA ALBUQUERQUE Yoga with a Purpose Community
Classes. Take a relaxing class benefitting the Wherry Elementary
5th Grade STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) fund.
1100 San Mateo Blvd NE. $10. 4-8pm. ALL-AGES! 296-9642.
alibi.com/v/64fx.

SABRINA’S Z CREW FITNESS Strong by Zumba. Burpees, push
ups, planks, squats, jumps, lunges and core work. 4619 Lomas
Blvd NE. $5. 5:45pm. 13+. 207-4953. alibi.com/v/5ggy.

YOGA ART SPACE Aerial Yoga Weekly Class. 8338 Comanche Rd
NE. $15. 4-5pm. 15+. See 11/22 listing.

CANNABIS
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Plant a Seed Cannabis
Education Tour 2018. The state’s only accredited cannabis courses
comes to Albuquerque with a day of learning, in addition to a
health fair. 1701 Fourth Street SW. $75-$99. 8am-7pm. 246-2261.
alibi.com/v/614p.
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FOUND OBJECTS

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

ARTS | CULTURE SHOCK

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

“J
ust be writing!” Jennifer Simpson

declared as one of her highest goals

for Plume, a “self care for creatives”

monthly subscription box created by her

and Melanie Unruh. She went on, “Or just

do something, because God knows that the

world today isn’t going to feed your soul.

You have to make your own meal.” 

Independently and for many years both

Simpson and Unruh had been practicing

writing and found it a source of sustenance.

“Writing changed my whole life,” Unruh

said, taking her from Pennsylvania to New

Mexico for graduate school at UNM,

where she earned an MFA in creative

writing; Simpson’s trajectory was similar.

Graduate school is, in fact, where the two

met. Simpson had a business and

marketing background, which made her an

asset to the development of Plume, a

business idea that Unruh had had the

vision for. More than complementing one

another’s skill sets, the two shared the

passion for inspiring others and worked

well together to outline their mission and

goals. When Plume was accepted into the

UNM Business Plan competition, the

project started to gain momentum. 

They didn’t win, but it put them on the

right path. They wrote business plans,

learned QuickBooks, developed marketing

and created viable pitches to bring to

partners. “It gave us a goal,” Simpson

explained. “That really helped—it kept us

on track. We had deadlines. It focused us.”

A Kickstarter campaign grew out of the

competition which provided the financial

support to really get the thing off the

ground, and numerous professional

connections to ensure

Plume’s continued

success. 

As opposed to other

subscription boxes that

have a similar bend,

Plume doesn’t promise a

path to getting published.

There aren’t any

gimmicks, it is just an

honest attempt to support

others in the writing

community—whether

locally or farther afield—

in their practice. “We are

about nurturing the

creativity within. We

look at writing as a

lifestyle. People do this

whether they get

published or not, because

it’s good for the soul,”

Simpson said. “We aren’t

giving this information

from on high,” Unruh

continued. “We have had

some successes, but we’re not acting like we’re

above anyone. … It’s more egalitarian, we

want to create more of a community, and be a

stepping stone.” 

“We care a lot about community building,

especially as women,” Unruh explained. “We

need support, we need people to turn to. We

want it to not just be something you get in the

mail, but where you can interact with others.”

To that end, the packages don’t exist in a

vacuum, but are supported by a website where

Unruh and Simpson intend to feature writing

that is generated in response to the monthly

prompts they send out, and a growing

Facebook and Instagram community. (Find all

these with the handle @plumeforwriters and

plumeforwriters.com.) In the future, the two

are dreaming big—about writer’s

conferences and regular meet-

ups. 

The physical is a value of

Plume’s. The connection that

comes out of sitting down and

sharing your ideas with other

creatives, and just so the

tangible objects that come in

their curated boxes. “It can make

you slow down,” Simpson said of

the physical objects that they

include in their boxes—things

like a small zine built around the

work of a featured writer, tea, a

bookmark, writing prompts, a

candle, something to eat—most

of which are sourced locally.

“They help you find that

contemplative space to dig deep

as a writer.” “Self care isn’t something

completely different for writers,” Unruh

elaborated, “but I think there’s a different part

of your brain you’re trying to tap into. You

really have to let go of all that stuff in your life

to get into that creative space. … [These

things] can help you get there.” 
As the business grows, the usual stressors

compound. Despite all of this, Simpson and
Unruh find themselves more inspired in their
own craft, and in this endeavor. “It’s definitely
got me thinking more, and working on essays,”
Unruh said. “It has gotten me to get out of my
own comfort zone and write things I probably
wouldn’t have before.” For Simpson’s part,
she’s had renewed energy for the memoir she
has been writing for the last several years. All
of this the two count as success—because it
really is about the little things. “I think we
need to change this idea of success. I don’t
think we need to lower our standards, but I
think we should be realistic—I mean,
[National Book Award-winner] Dorothy
Allison has a day job.” 

Plume holds that if you can just be
writing—even if it never gets published, even
if no one ever reads it—you will have
benefited from the process. “There’s so many
studies that show that writing helps you heal,
lowers your blood pressure, calms your heart
rate. … Any of these tools we can use to calm
ourselves, to be intentional, I think that is
good for the world,” Simpson said. Following
that up, Unruh added, “even if for one day we
can inspire someone’s writing—that is success.” 

Sign up for your monthly inspiration at
plumeforwriters.org, or just keep track of this
burgeoning local business as it grows and adds
more beauty and written words to the world.  a

A Muse in the Mailbox
Plume offers inspiration for writers in monthly subscription boxes

The Revolution is Now
Burque Revolt is the latest slam group to take shape
in the Duke City. The small nonprofit is built around
principles of amplifying the voices of women, people
of color, LGBTQ people and the million ways those
identities can intersect. The undercurrent of that is,
of course, that poetry and the spoken word is the
perfect way to honor and rally around these voices.
On Small Business Saturday (Nov. 24, more on that
next) the group convenes at Bookworks (4022 Rio
Grande Blvd. NW) for a slam featuring Mercedez
Holtry, Reina Davis, Dnessa Mcdaniel and Sophia
Nuanez. The performance starts at 5pm and is free
to attend.

The Season is Upon Us …
Which means a whole lot of holiday markets are
going to start cropping up, every weekend until
2019, practically. This Saturday, Nov. 24, is Small
Business Saturday, an event that shifts consumer
focus from shopping at major retailers, and redirects
that traffic to small, local businesses, so all that
money that inevitably gets spent each winter is kept
in the community. Consider stopping at the Helix
Holiday Market at Helix Coffee and Yoga (3612
Campus Blvd. NE) this Saturday from 9am to 3pm,
where 22 vendors will be on hand, several food
trucks, as well as Helix’ awesome menu of drinks.
This event also marks their last day of business. If
you’re closer to Downtown, maybe you’ll find the
time to stop in at The Octopus and the Fox (514
Central Ave. SE) at their Boycott Black Friday event
from 11am to 8pm. Pick up some unique gifts made
by creative locals and enjoy drinks and snacks from
5 to 8pm. 

What’s Crackin’

Oh yes, you know it is nearing December when The
Nutcracker Ballet returns to Popejoy Hall (203
Cornell Dr. NE). The ballet, produced by New Mexico
Ballet Company with live musical support from the
New Mexico Philharmonic, opens on Saturday, Nov.
24. A few dancers from the New York City Ballet will
also bring their talents to the timeless story of Clara,
her weird uncle and of course, the nutcracker. What
a crazy story. Tickets usually sell out, so get them
while you can. The show runs through Sunday, Dec.
2, tickets are live now at
newmexicoballetcompany.com. 

From Hands and Hearts
Local calligrapher Ashley Rose Turner will be
teaching a short series of handlettering classes for
the holidays on Wednesday, Nov. 28 at 6pm (and
later, on Sunday, Dec. 2 at noon) at Nob Hill Bar &
Grill (3128 Central Ave. SE). The class will be geared
toward applying these skills to making holiday tags
and decorating ornaments, but certainly the skills
you take away can be applied to all sorts of future
projects. Each session is $35, but includes your first
cocktail. Message the restaurant on Facebook
(facebook.com/nhbgabq) to reserve your spot.  a
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The Nutcracker returns again to Popejoy. 

Monthly inspiration delivered right to your doorstep from the creative
minds of Jennifer Simpson and Melanie Unruh.
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Plume offers “self care for creatives” in the form of a
monthly subscription box. 
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ARTS | INTERVIEW

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

D
anny Cole knows magic. For 30 years the
magician has been refining his craft and creating
original illusions, one of which brought him

notoriety for stumping renowned duo Penn & Teller
on their television show “Fool Us.” 

This Saturday, Nov. 24, Cole and his partner,
Albuquerque native Stacey Cole, will bring some of
these unfathomable illusions to the stage at the
KiMo Theatre (423 Central Ave. NW) to see if they
can once again make magic happen. Along with his
own act, which has toured the world, Cole has
curated a line-up that includes Losander from
Germany, Las Vegas, Nev., -based Kyle and Mistie
Knight, and Arthur Trace, who was recently awarded
one of the top prizes in the “Olympics of magic,” a
competition called Fédération Internationale des
Sociétés Magiques (FISM).

Before curtains are drawn, Cole explained the
allure of magic, and what he hopes to create in this
show, called Hocus Pocus. Tickets are available for
purchase now at kimotickets.com, for two
performances, at 3 and 7pm. 

Alibi:How did you come to this practice?

Cole: I fell in love with magic when I was 10 years
old after watching Siegfried & Roy perform in Las
Vegas. I couldn’t believe what I was seeing and I
desperately wanted to know how they were able to
do their tricks. Not long after that, I discovered a
magic shop about 15 minutes away from my house
and I begged my parents to take me. I became
obsessed with learning as much as I could. A year or
two later when my parents realized my fascination
with magic was not stopping and was actually
growing, they let me quit my piano lessons and they
helped me find a magician that was willing to take
me on as his student.

What initially moved you about it?

I love puzzles and I love the feeling I get from
experiencing the mysterious and wondrous. I think
magic is the perfect combination of these elements. I
would read about magic tricks before knowing their
secrets and puzzle over how any of it could be
possible. As I learned the secrets, I would marvel at
their cleverness. I also really enjoyed the challenge of
practicing sleight of hand and I enjoyed the positive
attention when I performed my tricks.

How long have you been practicing?

I have been practicing magic for 30 years now! And

even though I have studied it for most of my life, I

have learned that I will never have fully mastered it

and that there is always more to learn.

How did you stay motivated during years of

practice?

For the most part, I loved practicing too! I couldn’t

wait to pick up a deck of cards and toy with it or twirl

a magic wand between my fingers. At times,

rehearsing can be tiresome, but once I would get

going, the feeling of accomplishment after a good

rehearsal was rewarding also.

What continues to inspire you about

performing magic?

I continue to love creating magical experiences. I

love the possibility of wonder that a new magic effect

might create and so I am constantly pondering how

to create those experiences. The problem solving side

of my mind loves to unravel how to accomplish

these seemingly impossible pieces of magic.

Have you ever seen a magic trick that you

couldn’t explain?

Of course! I recently attended FISM ... It was held in

Korea this time and attracted magicians from all over

the world. There were many effects presented at that

event that completely stunned me. I love feeling the

magic and being completely fooled. It is inspiring.

Do you think the world is in danger of losing the

art form of magic and illusion?

I don’t think the world is in danger of losing the art of

magic. It has been around a long time and has

endured as an art form throughout the twists and

turns of history. Its popularity wanes sometimes until

innovative performers figure out a new way to

present it and make it connect with modern

audiences again.

What do you hope viewers might feel when

they watch your show?

I hope viewers feel the excitement of wonder and the

giddiness of amazement when they watch my show.

And any show I produce. I also hope they continue

to ponder some of the mysteries even after they leave

the theater. Those are the same things I enjoy about

magic.a

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

Fool Me Twice
Hocus Pocus creates another year of magic

Hocus Pocus brings logic defying magic to the KiMo
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CALENDAR | ARTS & LIT 

FRIDAY NOV 23
ART
EXPO NEW MEXICO 19th Annual Rio Grande Holiday Show. Give
the gifts of whimsical pottery, handmade leather goods, one-of-
a-kind jewelry, photography or a piece of fine art while enjoying
live holiday music, festive food sampling and much more. 300
San Pedro Dr NE. $8. 10am-5pm. ALL-AGES! 292-7457.
alibi.com/v/63ax.

STAGE
AUX DOG THEATRE In the Blood. A contemporary urban satire
inspired by Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter. 3011
Monte Vista Blvd NE. $10-$22. 8pm. 596-0607.
alibi.com/v/64nt.

COTTONWOOD MALL Cirque Italia. Acrobatics, dance, contortion,
high-performance BMX and roller-skating. 10000 Coors Bypass
NW. 7:30pm. (941) 704-8572. alibi.com/v/643e.

LA FONDA DEL BOSQUE The 33rd New Mexico Comedy Club
Anniversary Season. Headliner Steven Briggs accompanies a
fine dining experience full of laughs. 1701 Fourth Street SW.
$13-$15. 8:30-10:30pm. 21+. 239-9681. alibi.com/v/64d3.

Q-STAFF THEATRE Promenade Albuquerque. Take the anti-tour
of Albuquerque as the reality of the street and the poetry of
fiction mix in a way that makes everyday life a privilege to see.
Cash only at the door. 400 Broadway Blvd SE. $15-$20. 4-6pm.
13+. 453-3790. alibi.com/v/63hf.

SONG & DANCE
HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco Albuquerque. Enjoy
dynamic world-class performances, exquisite Sevillan tapas and
craft cocktails, with 60 percent of proceeds supporting the
National Institute of Flamenco. 800 Rio Grande Blvd NW. 8pm.
21+. 505-22-8797. alibi.com/v/5pkv.

SATURDAY NOV 24
WORDS
PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE Indies First with 10 Authors. Show
support for local book stores by celebrating with 10 authors on
hand for readings, signings and recommendations. 5850 Eubank
Blvd NE. 10:30am-5pm. ALL-AGES! 294-2026. alibi.com/v/64by.

ART
BULLSEYE GLASS CO., Santa Fe Open House and Holiday Gift
Sale. Explore the possibilities of glass art by making a glass
ornament, shopping glass gifts by local artists, signing up for
beginner classes at special discounts and enjoy tasty refresh-
ments. 805 Early St. 10am-5pm. 467-8951. alibi.com/v/630r.

EXPO NEW MEXICO 19th Annual Rio Grande Holiday Show. 300
San Pedro Dr NE. $8. 10am-5pm. ALL-AGES! See 11/23 listing.

STAGE
AUX DOG THEATRE In the Blood. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE.
$10-$22. 8pm. See 11/23 listing.

COTTONWOOD MALL Cirque Italia. 10000 Coors Bypass NW.
7:30pm. See 11/23 listing.

KIMO THEATRE Hocus Pocus Magic Show. This year’s show stars
an all new cast of award-winning magicians from Las Vegas,
Hollywood, England and Germany. Shows at 3 and 7pm. 423
Central Ave NW. $20-$45. 3pm. ALL-AGES! (323) 422-9269.
alibi.com/v/63h0.

Q-STAFF THEATRE Promenade Albuquerque. 400 Broadway Blvd
SE. $15-$20. 4-6pm. 13+. See 11/23 listing.

RODEY THEATRE, Popejoy Hall A Christmas Carol, The Musical.
A spectacular adaptation of Charles Dickens’ best-known story.
203 Cornell Dr NE. $22-$26. 7:30-9:30pm. 453-8844.
alibi.com/v/64q6.

SONG & DANCE
HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco Albuquerque. 800 Rio
Grande Blvd NW. 8pm. 21+. See 11/23 listing.

POPEJOY HALL The Nutcracker Ballet. Kick-off the holiday season
with the N.M. Ballet Company’s magical production with
Tchaikovsky’s original musical score performed by the N.M.
Philharmonic 203 Cornell Dr NE. $11-$50. ALL-AGES! 925-5858.
alibi.com/v/64t6.

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Quintessence 9th
Annual Messiah Sing. Bring in the holiday season and
sign Handel’s glorious Messiah accompanied by a professional
chamber orchestra. 2626 Arizona St NE. $10. 3pm. ALL-AGES!
672-8863. alibi.com/v/64ma.

ST. STEPHEN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Solid Grounds
Coffeehouse. Steve Hall returns with his pop, folk, country and
bluegrass selections from the ’60s, ’70s, ’80s and ’90s with a
few contemporary pieces to enjoy as well. 4601 Juan Tabo NE.
7-9pm. ALL-AGES! 293-9673. alibi.com/v/63xq.

SUNDAY NOV 25
ART
EXPO NEW MEXICO 19th Annual Rio Grande Holiday Show. 300
San Pedro Dr NE. $8. 10am-5pm. ALL-AGES! See 11/23 listing.

STAGE
AUX DOG THEATRE In the Blood. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE.
$10-$22. 8pm. See 11/23 listing.

COTTONWOOD MALL Cirque Italia. 10000 Coors Bypass NW.
7:30pm. See 11/23 listing.

Q-STAFF THEATRE Promenade Albuquerque. 400 Broadway Blvd
SE. $15-$20. 4-6pm. 13+. See 11/23 listing.

SONG & DANCE
HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco Albuquerque. 800 Rio
Grande Blvd NW. 6pm. 21+. See 11/23 listing.

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Placitas Placitas
Artists Series Chamber Concert presents Willy Sucre and Friends.
Acclaimed Pianist Sandra Rivers joins violist Willy Sucre as well
as Krzysztof Zimowski and Julanie Lee on violin and Joan Zucker
on cello. 7 Paseo De San Antonio Rd. $15-$25. 3-5pm.
ALL-AGES! 867-8080. alibi.com/v/63ih.

POPEJOY HALL The Nutcracker Ballet. 203 Cornell Dr NE.
$11-$50. ALL-AGES! See 11/24 listing.

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS EPISCOPAL CHURCH Winter
Solstice Concert. Enjoy part II of Bach’s Christmas Oratorio and
music of Richard Strauss. 601 Montano Rd NW. 3pm. 474-4513.
alibi.com/v/648z.

TIGUEX PARK Brazilian Samba Percussion Ensemble. A large
percussion ensemble with many voices coming together as one
for all levels. For beginners to advanced players and no experience
or instruments required. 1800 Mountain Rd NW. Donations
encouraged. 1-2:30pm. 13+. 585-1946. alibi.com/v/5jfo.

FILM
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Sunday Movie: Show Dogs. Enjoy
a screening of the film for free, rated PG. 8081 Central Ave NW.
1:30-3:30pm. ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/62hl.

MONDAY NOV 26
WORDS
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY NaNoWriMo: Come Write-In. Each write-
in session begins with optional, timed writing prompt challenges
to get the creative energy flowing, then continues as a free-write.
6901 Barstow St NE. 5:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 857-8321.
alibi.com/v/62hx.

FILM
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK “Breaking Bad” Retro Watch
Party. Watch two episodes of the greatest show of all time on
Mondays as the series is played from beginning to end. 1800
Fourth Street NW. 7-8:30pm. 21+. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/641x.

TUESDAY NOV 27
SONG & DANCE
AFRICAN AMERICAN PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, Expo NM
Beloved Community Concert. A benefit with performances by
Larry Mitchell, Chill House and Hillary Smith and Karen Jones
Meadows. Proceeds benefit Habitat for Humanity’s Beloved
Community House. 310 San Pedro Dr NE. $20. 7pm. ALL-AGES!
359-2423. alibi.com/v/638k.

WEDNESDAY NOV 28
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Latif Bolat. The Turkish Mystic Sufi
scholar and musician presents music, poetry, mystic stories and
images from the ancient land of Turkey. 8081 Central Ave NW.
6-7pm. ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/62xu.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Latif Bolat. 423 Central Ave
NE. Noon-1pm. ALL-AGES! See CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY
listing.

WORDS
TRACTOR BREWING CO. Writing Wednesdays. A place for writers
to write and get critiques on pages. 118 Tulane Dr SE. 5-8pm.
21+. 433-5654. alibi.com/v/64dt.

SONG & DANCE
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Luciana Souza: The Book of
Longing with Scott Colley and Chico Pinheiro. The Brazilian jazz
singer and composer presents her latest project, a tour-de-force
song cycle featuring poetry by Leonard Cohen and more, set to
accompaniment written and arranged by Souza. 210 Yale Blvd
SE. $75-$100. 6-9pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0044. alibi.com/v/5yxp.

UNM KELLER RECITAL HALL Music From the Americas Concert
Series. Versus 8 Percussion Ensemble offers a fresh perspective
on modern and traditional percussion music as they play live for
the series. UNM Center for the Arts. $5-$12. 7:30-9:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 277-2126. alibi.com/v/64pt.

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

ARTS & LIT

CALENDAR

Sign up for our new newsletter at alibi.com
For more information, or to advertise, email

advertising@alibi.com

Sign up today!
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FOOD | COOKBOOK REVIEW

BY ROBIN BABB

C
ooking a meal for the people I care about

is one of my favorite things. But it can be

a stressful affair, especially when there’s

people you really want to impress: in-laws,

perhaps, or that one friend that you’d like to

be more than a friend. Orchestrating when

dishes go into the oven and when drinks are

served is a balancing act of temperatures and

timing. “The hardest part of any meal isn’t

preparing any single dish. It’s nailing the

timing,” says Julia Turshen in her new

cookbook Now & Again: Go-To Recipes,

Inspired Menus + Endless Ideas for Reinventing

Leftovers. “The best way to handle this? Don’t

be afraid to choose things that are great at

room temperature!” 
Practical advice like this is peppered

throughout each of the 20 different menus in
the book, each one with both a season and a
theme: There are “Red Checkered Tablecloth
Late Saturday Lunch,” “Grilled Vietnamese
Breakfast” and “Passover Seder” menus, each
with three to six dishes. At the head of each
menu, Turshen gives advice on which things
can be made ahead: Up to a day ahead, you
can make the dressing and chop all the veggies
and herbs for the sautéed zucchini with green
goddess dressing—meaning you can just throw
the zucchini in a pan when your guests hit the
door. Pickles and stocks and sauces can (and
should!) be made several days in advance to
give you fewer things to worry about on the
day of the event. With these small, time-
maximizing tips, Turshen makes dinner parties
feel less like an ordeal and more like
something you actually want to do. 

The other aspect of Now &
Again is the creative ways that
Turshen encourages reusing your
leftovers. At the end of each
menu is a list of mini-recipes and
tips for turning the leftovers into
entirely new dishes—the beet
salad with poppy seed dressing (p.
56) can be put through a food
processor and made into a dip for
bread or crackers; the sauce from
the chicken and roasted tomato
enchiladas can be made in a
double batch and then turned
into tomato bisque. At the end of
the book are even more resources
for repurposing those leftovers:
there’s a list of “Seven Things to
Do With Cooked Rice” and
“Seven Things to Do With Not-
So-New Produce,” among others.
I hesitate to use the term “life
hack” in 2018, but a lot of
Turshen’s ideas in these lists are
pretty brilliant ways to make your
food, dollar and time go farther.
Not-so-good chiles can be cooked
down and turned into hot sauce, herb stems
turned into salsa verde and the dregs of those
bottles of wine from the party are perfect for
making coq au vin.

One of my favorite things about Julia
Turshen? She has an agenda, and she is in no
way ashamed about it. At the end of the book
is a list titled “Give Back + Do Good,” and it’s
where she addresses all the ways readers can
use their time, cooking ability and knowledge
to help out people who need it. Some of these
ways include bringing food to those going
through a period of grief or loss, or even those
who have a new baby and no time to spare for
cooking. Some of these ideas are less obvious,
though: “Support food businesses that have
social impact woven into their missions,” or
“Bake something simple and take it to your
local firehouse, police station, public library,
emergency room, and/or the teacher’s room at
your public school and thank whoever you’re
giving it to for their service.” 

And of course, the personal is political too,
and Turshen doesn’t shy away from talking
about the personal in Now & Again. One
recipe is called “Healthy, Happy Wife Cake,”
and it’s an updated version of her “Happy
Wife, Happy Life Cake” from her first
cookbook. “As these things go, though, life
changed quite a bit between the time I wrote
that recipe and when the book came out,”
Turshen says in the headnote. “During the
interim, Grace [Turshen’s wife] was diagnosed
with type 1 diabetes and that cake became
more of a beloved memory than something we

regularly eat.” Not only is Turshen unique as
an out and vocal gay woman cookbook author,
but she gives readers a window into other
aspects of her life as well: celebrating
Hanukkah with her family and Christmas with
her wife’s family, for instance. It’s these details
that make Now & Again a beautiful book to
read rather than just a list of recipes. The
stories and personal significance attached to
each dish are what make Turshen write so
lovingly.

With the tenderness and hand-holding that
Turshen provides, Now & Again is a great tool
in a cook’s arsenal for approaching dinner
parties. When recipes get a little intricate and
twisty—such as the way the scallion and
sesame pancakes are rolled so that the
chopped scallions incorporate into the
dough—there are step-by-step illustrations
that clarify the process. Turshen makes recipes
easy by offering substitute ingredients if you’re
missing one and giving advice on technique.
This book would make a great addition to the
kitchen of somebody just moving into their
first house (or even apartment) who wants to
start hosting dinners, or even for the master
host who’s looking to simplify their party
planning for the sake of sanity. With the
biggest dinner party of the year upon us this
week, you might be interested in picking up a
copy for yourself—and flipping straight to the
“No Stress Thanksgiving” menu. a

You can buy Now & Again for $35 at
chroniclebooks.com.

Now & Again
by Julia Turshen

Dinner party planning just got a lot simpler

WEEKLY SPECIALS

BY ROBIN BABB

Give Thanks. Or Don’t. But Make
Sure You Eat Something, Okay?
Thanksgiving can be a wonderful time of year for
many of us, but not all of us. For some with
strained family relationships or Native American
heritage, this holiday doesn’t symbolize the
togetherness and bounty that it does to others.
Whatever your relationship to this American
holiday, we hope you have good people to share a
meal or two with this week. And if you’ve gotten
this far without making any kind of plan for the
day, we recommend checking out one of these
events where you can take your people to eat
tasty food together, no dishwashing involved.

Thanksgiving Feast at Pueblo
Harvest
This Thanksgiving if you want to have the feast
but don’t want to make the plans (or the food),
Pueblo Harvest at the Indian Pueblo Cultural
Center has got you covered. From 10am to 4pm
on Thanksgiving, November 22, Pueblo Harvest
serves a delicious buffet of Pueblo-sourced and
Pueblo-inspired dishes from brunch to dessert.
Reserve your spot ahead of time by calling 505-
724-3510. Tickets are $45 per person. 

No Thanks, No Giving: Potluck and
Teach-In
Thanksgiving is an important time for many
families to come together and express their
gratitude for each other and the bounty of their
year—but it is also a reminder of the genocide
that English colonizers perpetrated against the
Native American tribes that helped them survive
those first lean years on the continent. Yeah, the
history textbooks really painted the first
Thanksgiving in a sunny light, but hopefully you
don’t believe everything you read in elementary
school. On Thursday, Nov. 22 The Red Nation and
the Transgender Resource Center of New Mexico
hosts a potluck and teach-in for those who would
like to enjoy community and educate themselves
at the same time. Starting at 5pm, head to the
Sundowner Community Center (6101 Central Ave.
NE) with a dish to share and your own plate and
utensils (to minimize waste). Breaking bread with
your people is an important part of building
community and avoiding burnout—so come
hungry, compañerxas.

Red Sauce Sunday Supper at The
Feel Good
After Thanksgiving, building up the will to cook a
meal again can be challenging. The Feel Good,
one of the latest installments in the Vinaigrette
family, invites you to put off cooking for a little
while longer and bring the whole fam to their Red
Sauce Sunday Supper on Nov. 25. The dinner
starts at 5pm, and you’ll want to RSVP for this
one—email erin.edubby@gmail.com to make that
happen. The entrée at this dinner will be zucchini,
rosemary and garlic tomato sauce with
homemade pasta—sounds pretty great, no? This
is the first of an ongoing Red Sauce Supper series
that The Feel Good will host, focused on getting
folks together at the end of the weekend to relax
and fight off “the saddies” as Erin Wade calls
them. Seems like a pretty good idea to us. a

CHRONICLE BOOKS

Julia Turshen
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FOOD | FOOD FOR THOUGHT

BY ROBIN BABB

W
ith the holidays upon us, I’ve been

thinking about how different things will

be with my mom gone. Every family

meal since she died has felt strange,

incomplete. At a big dinner with some family

friends a couple of months ago, the hostess

looked around the table and suddenly began to

tear up. “Oh,” she said, “Somebody’s missing.”
I know that at every holiday from now on I

will think to myself, “Somebody’s missing.”
But I also know that I’m not the only one for
whom the holidays will be difficult this year.
In the past, I’ve been so lucky to have a family
that’s all together, that all get along well. But I
have a lot of friends for whom that’s never
been the case: friends with missing moms or
dads or siblings, friends who are estranged from
their relatives for one reason or another.
Yesterday I was on the phone with a friend
who’s lost family this year, too. They don’t
know what they’re going to do for
Thanksgiving, because they don’t know which
of their relatives are still on speaking terms.
Another friend doesn’t have the time or
money to make the flight back home to her
family, so she’s hosting a Friendsgiving dinner
at her house. An old friend in California
hasn’t celebrated winter holidays or seen his
family in years, by choice. He changed his last
name after he left home so that his parents
couldn’t find him.

For nobody I know are the holidays a
straightforward, uncomplicated affair. The idea
that these days are for bringing the whole
family together and celebrating without
conflict or discomfort is such an American

myth—one that falls into the same category as
getting your dream job right out of college or
owning a home in the 21st century. The vision
of happy, peaceful domesticity in the Norman
Rockwell Thanksgiving painting has never
been a reality. But most of us continue to make
these long journeys, take these expensive
flights and make these laborious side dishes to
participate in the myth. 

As cynical as I am about the holidays and
as weird as they’ll be this year, they seem more
important now than ever before. With my
family few and far between, I really want us to
be together some as the year draws to a close.
But I understand that not every family can or
should come together like that. And I think
it’s important to respect people’s decisions to
keep distance from their family.

For the queer teenager in a family full of
Trump voters, those holiday dinners can be
traumatic. For the Native girlfriend that
somebody brings home to their family for
Thanksgiving, the denial of the origins of the
holiday can be aggravating. These and a
million others are good reasons to not
celebrate the holidays, or to celebrate them
differently, with chosen family.

And you know, chosen family is often
better than the real deal anyway. Even though
I’m going home to Houston for Thanksgiving,
I’m also having a Friendsgiving dinner on
Monday night with some people here who I’ve
come to really care about—including one of
the best cooks I’ve ever met. There won’t be
any turkey or mashed potatoes. But those
things have never been the point of the
holiday to me anyway. My memories of great
meals in the past don’t revolve around what I
ate, but rather who I shared the meal with. a

Somebody’s
Missing

Holidays aren’t easy for everyone. 

And that’s OK.
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BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

T
he Thanksgiving-to-Christmas movie season is a
brief but intense one, stuffing stockings full-to-
bursting with big budget sequels, musicals, sci-fi

epics, Oscar-bait dramas and the occasional
cheapjack horror flick. Unlike the Memorial-Day-to-
Labor-Day run of summer films, you’ve got barely a
month in which to race to movie theaters and absorb
the holiday season’s would-be hits. So what should
you be spending your hard-earned ticket money on
this year? Let’s take a look.
Note: All dates are subject to change.

NOV. 30
The Possession of Hannah Grace
This low-budget horror thriller purports to tell the
story of what happens after the closing credits of your
typical exorcist drama. A cop just out of rehab (Stana
Katic from “Castle”) takes the night sift at the city
morgue, only to face a series of bizarre incidents after
the dead body of a reputedly possessed young girl
shows up in a body bag.
Anna and the Apocalypse
A zombie apocalypse threatens the small town of
Little Haven, forcing Hannah and her friends to
fight the undead. At Christmas. … Also, this is a
musical.

DEC. 7
Mowgli: Legend of the Jungle
Famed motion-capture actor Andy Serkis (The Lord
of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Rings, Planet of the
Apes) directs this adaptation of Rudyard Kipling’s
famed fable about a human child raised by wolves.
Vox Lux
Natalie Portman, Jude Law and Willem Dafoe star in
this odd musical drama about a pair of teenage sisters
who survive a violent school shooting and compose a
pop song about it that catapults them to fame. Years
later, the younger sister (Portman) tries to revive her
fame as a pop diva following a career fraught with
scandal a troubled teenage daughter of her own and
another terrifying act of violence. 

DEC. 12
Once Upon a Deadpool
Raunchy superhero parody Deadpool 2 returns to
theaters for one night only with a family-friendly PG-
13 recut. (Yes, you heard that right.) Also, there’s a
new wraparound segment in which Deadpool
narrates the story of the movie to Fred Savage. (Yes,
that’s a Princess Bride joke.)

DEC. 14
The Favourite
Yorgos Lanthimos (Dogtooth, The Lobster, The Killing
of a Sacred Deer) directs this historical biopic about
Queen Anne (Olivia Colman) and her close, often
romantic relationship with her best friend Lady
Sarah (Rachel Weisz). But when a new servant

(Emma Stone) arrives in the palace, the Queen’s
attention wanders.
If Beale Street Could Talk
James Baldwin’s acclaimed 1974 novel about a
woman in Harlem scrambling to prove her fiancé
innocent of a crime while pregnant with their first
child comes to the big screen courtesy of filmmaker
Barry Jenkins (Moonlight).
Mortal Engines
Peter Jackson (The Lord of the Rings) produced and
co-wrote this sci-fi fantasy based on the YA novel by
Philip Reeve. In the post-apocalyptic future, cities
(like London) are towering machines on wheels,
motoring around the wasteland and doing battle
with one another.
The Mule
Clint Eastwood directs and stars in this crime drama
about a 90-year-old man who gets caught
transporting $3 million worth of cocaine through
Michigan for a Mexican drug cartel. Believe it or not,
it’s based on a true story.
Roma
The latest intimate epic from writer-director Alfonso
Cuarón (Y Tu Mamá Tamién, Children of Men,
Gravity, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban)
chronicles a year in the life of a middle-class family in
Mexico City in the early ’70s. Do we smell
autobiography?
Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse
This animated spin-off of the Spider-Man films is a
deep-dive for even longtime Spider-fans. Seems that
the multiverse has suffered a fracture causing spider-
based heroes of all kinds (from original flavor Spider-
Man Peter Parker to Ultimates Universe Spider-Man
Miles Morales to Spider-Gwen to Spider-Man Noir
to Peter Porker, The Spectacular Spider-Ham) to
unite. Nicolas Cage, Hailee Steinfeld, Mahershala
Ali, Liev Schreiber, Lily Tomlin and Jake Johnson
are among the voice cast.

DEC. 19
Mary Poppins Returns
Disney’s 1964 live-action/animated musical fantasy

(based on the book series by P.L. Travers) gets a very
belated sequel starring Emily Blunt (The Devil Wears
Prada) as the magical British nanny.

DEC. 21
Aquaman
Jason Momoa (“Game of Thrones”) gets his own
superhero franchise as the ocean-protecting half-
Atlantean known as Aquaman, battling a war-
loving usurper to the Atlantean throne (Ocean
Master) and an armored villain (Black Manta).
Bird Box
Sandra Bullock headlines the cast of this horror
thriller about a woman trying to protect her two
children in a post-apocalyptic world filled with
unknown creatures who will drive humans to
suicidal madness if they are so much as glimpsed.
The only solution: Stay blindfolded and hope for
the best.
Bumblebee
This spinoff of the Transformers movie series
heads back to 1987, where a teenage girl (Hailee
Steinfeld) discovers a battle-scarred robot that
can turn into a battered Volkswagon Beetle. 
Holmes & Watson
Will Ferrell and John C. Reilly star in this
humorous take on Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s
famous crime-solving duo.
Second Act
Jennifer Lopez stars in this romantic comedy
about a big box store worker who gets mistaken
for an accomplished Wall Street consultant and is
hired by a private finance firm to handle a major
business deal. 
Welcome to Marwen
Based loosely on the 2010 documentary
Marwencol, this dramatic fantasy tells the story of
an outsider artist (Steve Carell) who becomes the
victim of a violent assault. He eventually finds
escape and healing in creating and photographing
an elaborate, miniature World War II village. The
plastic inhabitants to the village are brought to
life via CGI.

DEC. 25
Destroyer

A very de-glammed Nicole Kidman stars in this crime
thriller as a LAPD detective unwittingly reconnecting
with dangerous gang members from an undercover
assignment in her distant past. Karyn Kusama (The

Invitation, Jennifer’s Body, Girlfight) directs.
On the Basis of Sex

Felicity Jones (The Theory of Everything, Rogue One:

A Star Wars Story) takes on the role of young Ruth
Bader Gisnsberg and the struggles she overcame to
become a US Supreme Court Justice.
Vice

Controversial former Vice President Dick Cheney is
the subject of this biopic starring a surprisingly
transformed Christian Bale. Sam Rockwell is George
W. Bush. Steve Carell is Donald Rumsfeld. Amy
Adams is Lynne Cheney.

JAN. 4
Escape Room

Six strangers (Deborah Ann Woll and Tyler Labine
among them) find themselves trapped in a deadly
room and must use their wits to survive. … Heck, the
Saw films inspired the rise in escape rooms, so it’s only
fair that escape rooms would inspire yet another Saw-
like film.

JAN. 11
A Dog’s Way Home

A puppy travels 400 miles in search of her owner in
this animal-loving, live-action adventure. A chirpy
Bryce Dallas Howard (Jurassic World) voices the dog’s
inner monologue. It’s based on the “novel” of the
same name—by the guy who wrote the similarly
sappy book-turned-movie A Dog’s Purpose.
Stan & Ollie

In addition to his duo work on Holmes & Watson,
John C. Reilly co-stars as Oliver Hardy (alongside
Steve Coogan as Stan Laurel) in this biopic about the
famed comedy duo embarking on a swan song tour of
post-war Britain.
The Upside

Bryan Cranston and Kevin Hart star in this
tearjerking comedy (based on the French film Les

Intouchables) about the relationship between a
wealthy man with quadriplegia and the homeless ex-
con he hires to look after him. 

JAN. 18
Glass

M. Night Shyamalan’s secret superhero movie
Unbreakable and his secret supervillain movie Split

(spoiler alert!) combine forces, allowing superpowered
security guard David Dunn (Bruce Willis) to hunt
down superpowered psycho Kevin Crumb (James
McAvoy).  a

Holiday Film Guide 2018
Superheroes, zombies, queens, jungle boys, drug mules, magical

nannies, robots, detectives and Supreme Court Justices!

COURTESY PARAMOUNT PICTURESBumblebee



NOVEMBER 22-28, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [19]

FEATURE | DAY TRIPPER

E
arlier this year we polled our well-traveled
readers, asking them what their favorite
spots to eat, stay and see outside of

Albuquerque are. They responded, and we
wrote up the winners. So if you feel the need
to get out of town for a day or two but don’t
want to leave the Land of Enchantment, here’s
another chapter in Alibi’s Day Tripper travel
guide.

Abiqui
In the mid-18th century, Abiquiú, was one

of the largest settlements in New Mexico. And
there’s lots of good reasons why that was the
case—abundant water by way of the Rio
Chama, and a position on the Old Spanish
Trail trade route, proximity to other outposts
like Santa Fe (about 50 miles to the south),
and an unmatched landscape of red rock. 

That red rock became iconic in the work of
artist Georgia O’Keeffe—who is now a cultural
touchstone and among the most famous artists
that the US has ever seen. O’Keeffe, who
hailed from Wisconsin, spent almost 40 years
of her life living and working at nearby Ghost
Ranch. A zeitgeist for the American West—
her iconic flowers, land and cityscapes—
helped to define the art of the 20th century.
O’Keeffe herself was enigmatic and her
presence in northern New Mexico drew her
creative contemporaries to the state, helping
the area to carve out its reputation as one of
North America’s arts capitals. 

To this day, Ghost Ranch remains one of
the primary draws of Abiquiú. O’Keeffe
purchased her first portion of Ghost Ranch,
Rancho de los Burros—a small home and
seven acres—in 1940. O’Keeffe eventually
acquired other property in Abiquiú but kept
her plot at Ghost Ranch, even after the rest of
the property was given to the Presbyterian
Church, who still own it today. Savvy visitors
will recognize some of the surroundings near
Ghost Ranch from O’Keeffe’s paintings—like
the red hills across from the Ranch’s
headquarters or nearby Kitchen Mesa and the
Pedernal, a nearby flat-topped mountain.
These days, visitors can forge their own
connection to the land at Ghost Ranch via
tours, horseback rides, classes, retreats and, of
course, appreciating unmatched and storied
views. 

Beyond the legacy that O’Keeffe has left
behind are amazing vistas best experienced on
one of numerous trails, epic camping alongside
the Chama River, a rare chance to swim in the
man-made Lake Abiquiú, and the Monastery

of Christ in the Desert. The monastery is
notable as the web’s first scriptorium and for its
creation of Abbey Brewing Company, a small
operation run by the residents of the
monastery that has steadily gained traction,
with a taproom opening in Albuquerque and
distribution in eight states outside of New
Mexico. 

Abiquiú offers monkish escapes like a
retreat at Ghost Ranch or a few nights at
Monastery of Christ in the Desert, though
perhaps the most tranquility visitors might
hope for is discovered by tossing a sleeping bag
in the dirt and sleeping under the abundant
stars of this remote high desert atoll in one of
New Mexico’s northernmost reaches.  (Maggie
Grimason)

FAVORITE PLACE TO EAT
Café Abiquiú

FAVORITE PLACE TO STAY
Monastery of Christ in the Desert

FAVORITE THING TO SEE/DO
Ghost Ranch

FAVORITE THING WE FORGOT
Hike Plaza Blanca  a
FAVORITE PLACE TO EAT
Boxcar Cafe

FAVORITE PLACE TO STAY
Elkhorn Lodge

FAVORITE THING TO SEE/DO
Riding the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railway

FAVORITE THING WE FORGOT
Chama Days celebration a

Raton
A mere six miles from the border of

Colorado, Raton is a quirky little town that’s
big on fun. Sedately chilling next to I-25, it’s
many travelers’ last New Mexican stop before
venturing into the rest of the country. But while
many fill their tanks and pass on without much
thought, the smart tourist will take some time
to stop and soak up the unique vibe.

This beautiful spot offers historic sights and
outdoor relaxation to the weary traveler.
Known for its slow, leisurely pace, Raton will
soothe whatever strains life has placed on you
with its contagious sense of laid back
imperturbability. A few hours meandering

along, and you’ll start wondering why the rest of
the world thinks it has to move so quickly.

Raton was founded on the site of Willow
Springs on the famous Santa Fe trail. Nearby
Raton Pass was historically used by Natives and
Spanish explorers as a way through the Rockies
in past centuries. Today it’s the location of the
popular Raton Pass Camp & Café, where
campers can enjoy panoramic views of the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains and thrill over
close encounters with nature.

Close by is Sugarite Canyon State Park,
which was once the site of a coal mine,
abandoned and caved in today. Thanks to a
variety of natural wonders, the park allows for
all sorts of outdoor adventure, including fishing,
boating, hiking, horseback riding, hunting and
camping. 

While visiting, make sure to stop for a bite
to eat at Pappas’ Sweet Shop Restaurant, an
old-fashioned New Mexican eatery with an
attached fudge and candy counter. Its
deceptively simple looks hide a tasty menu
featuring burgers, burritos and breakfast. Follow
your meal with a craft beer and a board game at
Colfax Ale Cellar, located in the historic Dwyer
Building on South Second Street.

If you find yourself yawning at any point,
catch a live performance at the Shuler Theater,
a designated state landmark, or hang out at the
El Raton and catch a movie. Tour the local art
scene at the Raton Museum or the Old Pass
Gallery, where area artists display their works.
To cultivate that relaxing atmosphere, you can
drop by The Mandala Center—where spiritual
retreat is the priority—and see what workshops
they’re offering. 

You could also hit up Solano’s Boot &
Western Wear for a fitting and a cowboy hat
before taking part in the free-to-play Time
Traveling Outlaw game, sponsored by the town.
Follow a tour of five crime scenes and try to suss
out the right suspect while learning about the
history of Raton. If you figure it out, you could
win $200 and a lifetime of bragging rights.

When it comes time to leave, you’ll probably
be so chilled out and relaxed that you’ll decide
to stay another day. It happens to the best of us.
(Joshua Lee)

FAVORITE PLACE TO EAT
Pappas’ Sweet Shop

FAVORITE PLACE TO STAY
Hearts Desire B&B

FAVORITE THING TO SEE/DO
Shuler Theater

FAVORITE THING WE FORGOT
The Station a

Day Tripper

Day Tripper  continues on page 27 
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Burning
Slow-to-ignite South Korean thriller requires patience 

whim—presumably—she also sleeps with
him. The next day she’s gone, a pleasant if
puzzling memory for Jong-Su.

For the next couple of weeks, Jong-Su
dutifully visits Hae-Mi’s cramped apartment
to take care of shy pet. It’s an extra burden,
given that he’s just opted to vacate urban
Seoul for his parents’ small cattle farm up
north. Mom abandoned the family when
Jong-Su was just a kid. Now dad has had an
angry run-in with a local agriculture inspector
and is facing jail time. Jong-Su is prevailed
upon to return and look after the lonely old
homestead.

Eventually, Hae-Mi drifts back to South
Korea. Much to Jong-Su’s confusion,
however, she’s got a new “friend” in tow. Ben
(Steven Yeun, better known as poor dead
Glenn on “The Walking Dead”) is a
mysterious rich kid, whom Hae-Mi
befriended in Africa. Ben is a good looking
young fellow who drives an expensive
Porsche and lives in a spacious modern
apartment in Gangnam. When asked what he
does for a living, he offers vague responses
like, “There’s no difference between work and
play these days.” Jong-Su isn’t sure what to
think of the guy, but he’s definitely all turned
around about where he stands with Hae-Mi
now. Are they a couple anymore? Were they
ever a couple? Is Ben Hae-Mi’s new lover? Or
are they all just a bunch of happy-go-lucky
millennial pals, free of serious entanglements?

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Shoot It!
Punk rock cinema auteur, DIY Grammy nominee
and extremely cool Santa Fe resident Jon
Moritsugu is teaching a two-day filmmaking
crash course on Dec. 1 and 2. Moritsugu—writer-
director of such underground hits as Mod Fuck
Explosion, Terminal USA, Fame Whore and Pig
Death Machine—promises to teach students
“how to break the rules, ignore the fools and
sharpen your tools.” Moritsugu’s class covers
everything from preproduction to releasing a
movie. Fundraising, script writing, auditioning
actors, “no-bullshit directing,” shooting with no
money and only an iPhone, promotion and self-
distribution are also topics on the table.
Students are advised to come prepared with “an
idea that you want to make real.” This class
takes place Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 1 and 2
from 9am to 4pm at the Santa Fe Business
Incubator (3900 Paseo Del Sol). Enrollment is
limited. Early registration is $80 ($100 day of
event). To ensure your spot, Paypal
jonmoritsugu@gmail.com or go to
jonmoritsugu.com for more info.

Survey It!
Are you a local screenwriter, director or
producer? The New Mexico Film Foundation is
putting together a Project Survey. The nonprofit
organization is collecting data on current film
and media projects by New Mexico filmmakers as
a way to inform our new state administration just
how much work is being done by in-state talent.
Documentaries, pilots, web projects, short films
are all welcome to submit. The resulting
database will not share contact info, unless
NMFF receives specific permission. NMFF
conducted this survey last year and is looking for
a follow up. So, if you participated last time and
want to provide an update on a project, please
do so. On the other hand, if you’re a filmmaker
with a brand new project, please feel free to add
your work to the survey. They are looking for
projects in pre-production, production, post-
production and ones that were released in 2017-
18. To add your project to the survey, go to
nmfilmfoundation.org/current-project-survey.

Cowboy Up!
Earlier this year RFD-TV, a digital cable and
satellite television channel that bills itself as
“Rural America’s Most Important Network,”
announced plans to purchase the Imus Ranch.
Located near Ribera, N.M., the 3,000-acre ranch
was founded by radio personality Don Imus as a
headquarters for the Imus family’s charity events
to support Kids With Cancer. The infamous shock
jock retired in 2018 and sold the property to
Nebraska-based TV mogul Patrick Gottsch.
Gottsch’s RFD-TV airs such non-urban
programming as “The Big Joe Polka Show,” “U.S.
Farm Report,”:“I Love Toy Trains,”“This Week in
Louisiana Agriculture,” “Debbe Dunning’s Dude
Ranch Roundup” and reruns of “Hee Haw.” Last
week Governor Susana Martinez confirmed that
Imus Ranch will now become the home studio for
Rural Media Group’s RFD-TV and The Cowboy
Channel. “The ranch is setup perfectly to assist
our desire to produce a wide variety of new
television programs and series for both RFD-TV
and The Cowboy Channel,” Patrick Gottsch told
USA Today. “The existing authentic old Western
town, indoor and outdoor arenas, along with
over 30 miles of trails located on the 3,400
acres set against the beautiful New Mexico
skyline will provide tremendous opportunities for
these original productions.” a

Abruptly transformed into a third wheel,
Jong-Su’s normally passive, go-with-the-flow
personality starts to slip. He grows suspicious
of Ben. He becomes uncharacteristically
philosophical. Assessing the wealthy young
Ben, he laments, “There are so many Gatsbys
in Korea.” Jong-Su’s search for answers fuels
the remaining narrative of Burning. To say
more, though, would rob the film of its icy
punch. What is the deal with Ben? What is
his connection to Hae-Mi? Are Jong-Su’s
suspicions based in reality or on deep-seated
class-conscious jealousy? And for that matter,
what the heck kind of movie is Burning?
Sorry, I can’t say. 

Burning is like a hard-boiled egg that takes
two hours to crack. When it does, spilling its
messy secrets, it’s a doozy. But getting there
requires a good deal of patience. It lacks the
energetic craziness of other contemporary
Korean films like I Saw The Devil or The
Wailing. In fact, it’s got more in common with
the chilly sangfroid of some Nordic noir
cinema (one film in particular springs to
mind, though naming it would also spill a few
too many of Burning’s secrets). Jong-Su’s flat
affectation and stubborn lack of dialogue
make him a difficult protagonist, adding to
the inscrutability of the story. But the more
you stick with the 148-minute run time, the
more you’ll realize what a long game the
writer-director is playing. Pay attention to the
credits and you’ll notice the screenplay is
based on the short story “Barn Burning” by
Japanese author and gritty surrealist Haruki
Murakami (Norwegian Wood, The Wind-Up
Bird Chronicles, Kafka on the Shore). That
should give you a further clue of what you’re
in for. Subtle, slow-going and shot through
with a storyline that starts out slack and
tightens to painful tension, Burning is the sort
of film to make you question everything you
know and everything you think you know. a

Burning
Directed by Chang-Dong Lee

Starring Ah-In Yoo, Jong-Seo Jeon, Steven Yeun

Unrated; Opens Friday 11/23.

“Who’s up for Pictionary?”

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

C
hang-Dong Lee’s slow-to-no-burn

mystery thriller Burning is like a

thousand-piece LEGO set that builds

itself slowly, one tiny block at a time. There

are moments when progress is so gradual you

can’t even recognize the pattern. But in the

end, there it is, fully formed and staring you

right in the face.
It starts with the smallest of coincidences,

when occasionally employed college grad
Jong-Su (Ah-In Yoo) bumps into Hae-Mi
(Jong-Seo Jeon) on the streets of Seoul where
she’s working as a sidewalk model (little more
than a living billboard) at a dinky electronics
store. Seems that Jong-Su and Hae-Mi grew
up in the same rural village just a stone’s
throw from the North Korean border. They
haven’t seen each other since junior high.
Jong-Su, for his part, hardly recognizes his old
schoolmate. In the intervening decade, she’s
grown up, gotten a touch of plastic surgery
and is “pretty, now, huh?” (as she puts it).
Despite his poor memory and taciturn
manner, Jong-Su finds himself invited out by
Hae-Mi for a catch-up drink. 

The two have little in common, other
than that long-ago desire to flee their
restrictive hometown. Jong-Su recently
finished college with a degree in creative
writing. He harbors vague ideas of becoming
a writer but has no idea where to start. Given
the pedestrian, go-nowhere nature of his life,
it’s no wonder he’s at a loss for ideas. Hae-Mi,
on the other hand, is busy living life in the
moment. Despite being broke she’s about to
take off for Africa, touring the jungles and
generally searching for the meaning of life.
On a whim, she asks Jong-Su to look after her
pet cat while she’s away. On the same



NOVEMBER 22-28, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [21]

TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

only heard about if you’re a major
motorsports enthusiast, gets rebranded
as MotorTrend, named after the long-
running magazine. Here’s their first new
show. It’s about cars.

SATURDAY 24

Every Day Is Christmas (Lifetime 6pm)
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol

gets its umpteenth reworking with
singer Toni Braxton (sure, why not) as
the money-grubbing workaholic who
“humbugs” love and gets a visit from
her past, present and future.

SUNDAY 25

“2018 Soul Train Awards” (BET 6pm)
Donald Glover is nominated, but then
so is Justin Bieber, so …

“Dirty John” (USA/E!/Bravo/Oxygen
9pm/10pm/11pm/11pm) The
popular true crime podcast makes the
leap to TV. Connie Britton stars as a
woman who falls in love with a
charismatic con man (Eric Bana). 

MONDAY 26

The Truth About Killer Robots (HBO
8pm) This HBO original documentary
examines how robots are taking over

human jobs. To drive home the
point, the film is narrated by
Kodomoroid, a lifelike Japanese
android.

TUESDAY 27

“Goatface: A Comedy Special”
(Comedy Central 8pm) Former
“Daily Show” correspondent
Hasan Minhaj’s sketch comedy
troupe gets its own Comedy
Central special.

WEDNESDAY 28

“86th Annual Christmas in
Rockefeller Center” (KOB-4
7pm) Diana Ross, Tony Bennett,
John Legend and Pentatonix
(god, those a cappella kids are
like black mold; you can’t get rid
of them) ring in the holiday
season in NYC.

“A Legendary Christmas With John
and Chrissy” (KOB-4 9pm) Ever
wonder how John Legend and
Chrissy Teigan celebrate
Christmas? Ah, you know, hangin’
out with pals like Stevie Wonder,
Kenan Thompson and Zach
Galifianakis, singin’ songs and
performing seasonal sketches—
just like all the rest of us. a

THURSDAY 22

“Mystery Science Theater 3000: The
Return” (Netflix streaming anytime)
The second season of the new
“MST3K” gets an appropriate Turkey
Day debut on Netflix.

“’Tis the Season: A One Tree Hill Cast
Reunion” (Lifetime 8:03pm) Hilarie
Burton, Robert Buckley, Danneel
Ackles and Antwon Tanner, a handful
of the stars of the old CW soaper
“One Tree Hill,” are starring in the
Lifetime holiday movie The Christmas

Contract. So, Lifetime went ahead
and assembled this “reunion”
special. Super fans of the basketball-
playing Scott family will no doubt be
tuning in.

FRIDAY 23

“2018 Best Driver’s Car” (MotorTrend
3pm) Velocity, the network you’ve

Season of Schmaltz
Holiday rom-coms around the dial

I
f you’re one of those people who likes to warm up
the winter with a big, sugary mug of hot cocoa
topped with marshmallows, a drizzle of maple

syrup, a candy cane and just a splash of Baileys Irish
Cream … and some cinnamon-sugar sprinkles,
then you’re probably a prime candidate for the
holiday rom-com wars that happen every year
between the Hallmark Channel and Lifetime. It
was confirmed years ago that—between the blizzard
of films on Hallmark and Hallmark Movies &
Mysteries—the greeting card folks are the
undisputed champs of Christmas-based rom-coms.
That hasn’t stopped cross-channel rival Lifetime
from making a damn good run of it, or preventing
upstarts like Freeform, ION and UP from delivering
their own brand of holiday romance.

So, if you’re into high-powered, overworked
female executives (played either by Candice
Cameron Bure or Lacy Chabert) forced to return to
their rural hometowns for the holidays where they
promptly reunite with their high school sweethearts
(played either by Chad Michael Murray or some
country music star) while saving the local
bakery/parade/talent show/Christmas tree lot from
destruction, then here’s your exhaustive guide to
this year’s mistletoe-covered rom-coms.

Nov. 22—A professional ice skater, hired by
the king of San Senova to coach the princess for a
Christmas performance, falls in love in Christmas
at the Palace (Hallmark). Also, there’s The
Christmas Contract (Lifetime).

Nov. 23—Pride and Prejudice and Zombies
seemed like it was pushing things, but Pride,
Prejudice and Mistletoe (Hallmark) adds even
more sap to Jane Austen’s 1813 romance. Or you
could try out Poinsettias For Christmas (Lifetime)
or Every Other Holiday (Lifetime).

Nov. 24—Overworked, holiday-hating
businesswoman? Return to small hometown? High
school sweetheart? Check, check, check.
Christmas Everlasting (Hallmark) has got all the
chichés covered. Why even bother with Every Day
is Christmas (Lifetime), Christmas on
Honeysuckle Lane (Hallmark M&M) or
Christmas Harmony (Lifetime)?

Nov. 25—Mere weeks after I warned them
about the limitations of giving female romantic

leads cute “holiday”-themed names (Joy, Noel,
Grace, Eve), the bigwigs at Lifetime come up with
Jingle Belle (Lifetime). Yup, her name is Belle.
Also tonight: A Shoe Addict’s Christmas
(Hallmark), Christmas Cupid’s Arrow (ION), A
Stone Cold Christmas (Bounce TV), The Truth
About Christmas (Freeform) and Christmas
Perfection (Lifetime).

Nov. 30—A Very Nutty Christmas (Lifetime)
casts Melissa Joan Hart as a baker who falls in love
with the Nutcracker Prince (the dude from The
Nutcracker). No, really. Or do the sequel thing with
A Christmas Prince 2 (Netflix). 

Dec. 1—In a wacky twist of fate, two single
parents mix up their kids’ Christmas gifts at a toy
store. I wonder how this will end. Catch A Twist of
Christmas (Lifetime) to find out. Or watch Mingle
All the Way (Hallmark) instead. What do I care?

Dec. 2—Tyra Banks returns as a magical doll
come to life in Life-Size 2 (Freeform). That faces
stiff romantic competition from The Christmas
Pact (Lifetime) and Northern Lights of Christmas
(Hallmark M&M).

Dec. 8—Businesswoman (Melissa Gilbert)
returns home to rural Louisiana, reunites with high
school sweetheart while trying to save the town’s
traditional live nativity scene. Homegrown
Christmas (Hallmark) is the platonic ideal of
Holiday rom-coms.

Dec. 9—For some reason, holiday rom-com
lovers love bakers. Here, a baker tries to save her
small mountain town from a ski resort developer.
Will they fall in love? Find out in A Christmas in
Tennessee (Lifetime).

Dec. 14—NYC venture capitalist finds herself
in small-town Vermont for the holidays where she
must save a local bookstore from financial disaster.
Sadly, the bookstore owner is not her high school
sweetheart, which means Christmas Around the
Corner (Lifetime) is disqualified.

Dec. 15—Entertaining Christmas (Lifetime),
Christmas Pen Pals (Lifetime), Country
Christmas Album (ION), Time For Me To Come
Home For Christmas (Hallmark M&M) all sound
the same to me. Just pick one.

Dec. 16—A Gingerbread Romance
(Hallmark). Tia Mowry. A baker. Some kinda
romance. Have at it. I’m done for the year. a
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thée Chalamet (Call Me By Your Name) star. 120
minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Bohemian Rhapsody
Rami Malek ("Mr. Robot") takes on the task of em-
bodying theatrical rock icon Freddie Mercury in this
entertaining but uncomplicated musical biopic
chronicling the years leading up to Queen's leg-
endary appearance at the Live Aid concert. Bryan
Singer (The Usual Suspects, X-Men) directs. 134
minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cin-
emas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX
& RPX)

Border
A customs officer with an odd genetic deformity
and a supernatural ability to "sniff out" fear devel-
ops an unexpected attraction to a strangely familiar
traveler while aiding a police investigation which will
call into question her entire existence. This uncate-
gorizable magical-realist romantic crime drama
comes to us from Sweden and is based on a short
story by John Ajvide Lindqvist (who wrote Let the
Right One In). It's quite strange, but surprisingly em-
pathetic. In Swedish with English subtitles. 100
minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Boy Erased
Aussie actor Joel Edgerton (Animal Kingdom, The
Great Gatsby) writes and directs this drama based
on Garrard Conley's painful memoir. Russell Crowe
and Nicole Kidman are the devoutly religious par-
ents of a teenage boy (Lucas Hedges) forced to
participate in a church-sponsored gay conversion
program. 114 minutes. R. (Century 14 Downtown,
High Ridge)

Can You Ever Forgive Me?
Comedienne Melissa McCarthy sheds her bright
persona to play frumpy, downbeat author Lee Israel
in this tragicomic biopic. Around 1990, Lee found
her brand of high-tone biographies out of style.
Broke, bitter and frequently drunk, she took to forg-
ing witty letters from dead literary figures. Oddly
enough, this gave her great satisfaction as a writer
(as well as a way to pay the rent). Nicole Holofcen-
ter (Lovely & Amazing, Enough Said) contributes the
alternately tough and tender screenplay, which adds
some heavy psychological depth to Lee's petty-out-
rageous tale of forgery. But it's McCarthy prickly per-
formance that rings true. Reviewed in v27 i45. 106
minutes. R. (Century Rio, High Ridge)

Creed II
Writer-director Ryan Coogler and star Michael B.
Jordan's savvy reboot of the Rocky series (focusing
on the son of Rocky Balboa's old rival) returns with
the next, logical follow-up. Seems that young Adonis
Creed (Jordan) is back in the ring and battling the

era kid eager to get his hands on a Red Ryder BB
gun for Christmas. 94 minutes. (Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque)

Howard the Duck
Before we got Iron Man and Guardians of the
Galaxy and Avengers: Infinity War, Marvel Comics
made a bid for Hollywood respectability with the
oddball "funny animal" satire Howard the Duck
back in 1986. Lea Thompson (Back to the Future)
is a struggling rock singer who hooks up with a sar-
castic talking duck yanked to Earth from an alter-
nate universe. Star Wars guru George Lucas
produced. It's really not very good. But it is …
ahead of its time. And what better way to spend
Thanksgiving weekend than with a little duck? 100
minutes. PG-13. (Guild Cinema)

My Name Is Nobody
Terence Hill (aka Mario Girotti) stars in this comedic
Spaghetti Western from 1973. Hill plays a young,
easygoing gunman who worships and competes
with an old gunfighter (Henry Fonda) who just
wants to retire to Europe. This Italian film was shot
partially at Acoma Pueblo, San Estaban Del Rey
Mission and White Sands in New Mexico. 114 min-
utes. (Guild Cinema)

The Princess Bride
A true modern classic, this much-loved 1987 film
(from the book by William Goldman) gives us com-
edy, romance, fantasy, action and adventure. Now
30 years old, this postmodern fairy tale features
swashbuckling swordplay, a giant (André the Giant,
to be specific), an evil prince, a beautiful princess
and a kiss or two. Still magnificent after all these
years. Writer Goldman recently passed away, so the
timing couldn't be sweeter. 98 minutes. PG. (Flix
Brewhouse)

Superman
Richard Donner's high-flying 1978 hit returns to
theaters for a 40th anniversary screening. The late,
great Christopher Reeve stars as Superman/Clark
Kent. 155 minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

STILL PLAYING

Beautiful Boy
This tender and highly personal biographical drama
is based on a pair of best-selling memoirs from fa-
ther and son David and Nic Sheff. It chronicles the
heartbreaking and ultimately inspiring experience of
survival, relapse and recovery in a family coping
with their teenage son's drug addiction. Steve
Carell, Amy Ryan (both from "The Office") and Timo-

son of Rocky's other major opponent, Russian mon-
ster Ivan Drago (Dolph Lundgren—who, like
Sylvester Stallone, is also hanging out for a bit).
130 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Century 14
Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema)

Dr. Seuss' The Grinch
I mean, we already had the TV version narrated by
Boris Karloff (1966) and the live-action version with
Jim Carrey (2000). So why not a 3D CGI-animated
version? Here, Brit Benedict Cumberbatch voices
our hairy party pooper, stealing Christmas from all
the Whos down in Whoville. Angela Lansbury voices
the Mayor of Whoville. Pharrell Williams narrates. It's
from the studio that gave us the Despicable Me
franchise and The Secret Life of Pets. Reviewed in
v27 i46. 90 minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindel-
wald
The first Harry Potter spinoff movie ended with in-
triguing villain Colin Farrell transforming into Johnny
Depp in a crazy wig, makeup and contact lenses.
Frankly, the world didn't need another over-the-top
Johnny Depp character. But we've got it anyway.
Seems that wizarding bigwig Albus Dumbledore
(Jude Law) has sent shy magical zoologist Newt
Scamander (Eddie Redmayne) off on a quest to
find a missing magic-user before evil Gellert
Grindlewald (Depp) does … eh, I don't know. This
convoluted tale is all set-up and exposition, feeling
exactly like what it is: chapter two of an already
overly long five-part story. 134 minutes. PG-13.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brew-
house, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Cottonwood
Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

The Front Runner
Hugh Jackman stars as presidential candidate Gary
Hart, whose self-emolation in the during the 1988
campaign is the stuff of legends. Director Jason Re-
itman (Thanks You For Smoking, Juno, Up In The Air)
plays this biopic mostly straight and narrow but
raises more questions than it can answer about
Hart's downfall. 113 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16, High Ridge, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

The Girl in the Spider's Web
Stieg Larsson's Girl With the Dragon Tattoo series
gets yet another soft reboot. This one's based on

NEW

Burning
Reviewed this issue. 148 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Friday 11/23 at Guild Cinema)

El Angel
Heavily romanticized (not to mention sexualized),
this true-life crime drama from Argentina follows
baby-faced, androgynous 17-year-old Carlitos
(Lorenzo Ferro) as he rises from petty thief to ca-
sual serial killer to media sensation. This outra-
geous black comedy, produced by Pedro Almodóvar,
is based on the story of Carlos Robledo Puch, the
longest-serving prisoner in the history of Argentina.
In Spanish with English subtitles. 118 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Friday 11/23 at Guild Cinema)

The House That Jack Built (Director's Cut)
The latest audience-divider from Danish auteur Lars
von Trier (Dancer in the Dark, Breaking the Waves,
Dogville, Antichrist) hits theaters in a special, "un-
rated" director's cut for one night only. In this sadis-
tic horror drama Matt Dillon plays a highly
intelligent serial killer who develops his skills over
the course of 12 years. Uma Thurman, Burno Ganz,
Riley Keough and Jeremy Davies are among the
cast of victims. Your appreciation of this will depend
largely on how interested you are in spending more
time deep-diving von Trier's tortured, misanthropic
psyche. 152 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Wednesday
11/28 at Guild Cinema)

Life and Nothing More
A 14-year-old black kid (Andrew Bleechington),
standing on the edge of adulthood and teetering
between freedom and jail yearns for purpose in
today's America. This raw, cinéma vérité indie—set in
Florida—hovers between family drama and social
criticism. It's best when it sticks with the former,
and a tad preachy when it flirts with the latter. But
the non-pro cast gives it some powerful weight. 114
minutes. Unrated. (Opens Tuesday 11/27 at Guild
Cinema)

Meow Wolf: Origin Story
Santa Fe's envelope-pushing art collective Meow
Wolf (operators of the interactive sci-fi attraction
"House of Eternal Return") get the documentary
treatment. This backtracking film treatment ob-
serves as the members navigate "fracture and loss"
for years in pursuit of their idealistic vision. It also
shows how the group (with help from local author
George R.R. Martin) transformed an abandoned
Santa Fe bowling alley into a mind-bending art in-
stallation. 88 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Thursday
11/29 at Century 14 Downtown, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Of Fathers and Sons
Talal Derki, director of the Sundance Film Festival
award-winning documentary Return to Homs, heads
back to his homeland of Syria to follow a radical Is-
lamist family for two years. Sharing their daily lives,
Derki concentrates his camera on the children, pro-
viding rare and chilling insight into what it means to
grow up with a father whose only dream is to estab-
lish an Islamic caliphate. In Arabic with English sub-
titles. 99 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Tuesday 11/27
at Guild Cinema)

Pokémon the Movie: The Power of Us
This 2018 Japanese animated feature, the 21st in
the Pokémon movie series, is actually the second
film in the rebooted anime series. It is a sequel to
2017's Pokémon the Movie: I Choose You! and
takes place in a universe separate from the TV se-
ries. Fans probably understand what this all means.
Storywise, we find Ash and Pikachu meeting some
new friends while waiting for the legendary Poké-
mon Lugia to appear at the "Wind Festival" in Fura
City. 105 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Monday 11/26
at Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

RETURNING

A Christmas Story
Still one of the funniest holiday films ever made,
this 1983 cult classic is based on the warped nos-
talgic musings of humorist Jean Shepherd. Peter
Billingsley is forever enshrined as the Depression-

Howard the Duck
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Avery) treats it seriously, eschewing camp for in-
tense B-movie thrills. 109 minutes. R. (Century Rio,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Pokémon The Movie: I Choose You!
This flashback animated feature goes back to the
roots of the Pokémon game/anime franchise,
showing how 10-year-old Ash Ketchum became a
Pokémon trainer and got his first Pokémon from
Professor Oak. This one's obviously aimed at long-
time fans. 95 minutes. G. (AMC Albuquerque 12,
Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

A Private War
Rosamund Pike (Gone Girl) headlines this restless
biopic about celebrated, real-life war correspon-
dent Marie Colvin. Working for London's Sunday
Times, Colvin covered stories in assorted global hot
spots for three decades. Pike bites into the fear-
less, hard-drinking, larger-than-life role with gusto
while documentary filmmaker Matthew Heineman
(Cartel Land, City of Ghosts) keeps the action
(mostly) grounded. 110 minutes. R. (Century Rio,
High Ridge)

Ralph Breaks the Internet
Wreck-It Ralph (2012) was a nostalgic, surprisingly
sweet flashback about video game characters
come to life. For this animated sequel, computer-
ized heavy-turned-hero Ralph (voiced by John C.
Reilly) sets out on a spoof-filled journey to the in-
ternet with pal Vanellope von Schweetz (Sarah Sil-
verman). 112 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Century
14 Downtown, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, AMC
Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Robin Hood
Does the world need another snarky, pseudo-mod-
ernist retelling of the Robin Hood story? Probably
not. But here come Taron Edgerton (Robin Hood),
Jamie Foxx (Little John) and Jamie Dornan (Will

Scarlet) to do just that. Don't worry; there's lots
and lots and lots of frantic, explosive, video game-
inspired action. 116 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio,
Century 14 Downtown, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brew-
house, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

A Star Is Born
Bradley Cooper (the Hangover films) turns writer-
director-star in this remake of the remake of the re-
make of the remake of A Star Is Born. Cooper plays
the burned-out stadium rock star who discovers a
golden-voiced ingénue (Lady Gaga) whom he men-
tors to stardom. (Only to find himself eclipsed and
drowning his sorrows in booze.) Lady Gaga is a rev-
elation as both a natural actress and as a
stripped-down singer. Unfortunately, the film's first
half (featuring lots of romance, concert footage
and dreams coming true) is better than the second
half (all bad behavior, melodrama and weeping).
Reviewed in v27 i40. 135 minutes. R. (Century
Rio, Century 14 Downtown, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX, High Ridge)

Venom
Tom Hardy (The Dark Knight Rises, Mad Max: Fury
Road) stars in this loose spin-off of Marvel's Spi-
der-Man universe. Hardy plays an investigative re-
porter who finds himself infected by an alien
parasite that gives him superpowers but urges him
to do bad, bad things. The tone flops around a bit,
from dark superhero drama to goofy B-movie com-
edy. Fans of late-’80s/early-’90s Todd McFarlane
comics are the most receptive audience. 112 min-
utes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX)

What They Had
A middle-aged woman (Hilary Swank) returns
home at her brother's urging to deal with her
Alzheimer's-afflicted mother (Blythe Danner) and
the reluctance of her father (Robert Forster) to let
go of their life together. This tangle of serious do-
mestic conflicts is wrapped around the central
issue of evolving parent-child dynamics. It's fairly
standard stuff for indie dramas, but playwright-
turned-filmmaker Elizabeth Chomko and her tal-
ented cast tackle it with empathy and efficiency.
101 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Widows
Steve McQueen (12 Years a Slave) co-writes and
directs this crime thriller based on the novel by
Gillian Flynn (Gone Girl, Sharp Objects). After three
women (Viola Davis, Michelle Rodriquez, Elizabeth
Debicki) are left widowed by their husbands'
botched criminal careers, a nasty crime boss leans
on the ladies to make up for their spouses' two
million dollar screw-up. With no other recourse, the
ladies transform themselves into a criminal crew
and plot out a multimillion-dollar heist. 129 min-
utes. R. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12)

Wildlife
Actor Paul Dano (There Will Be Blood) turns writer-
director to adapt Richard Ford's snow globe of a
novel. Ed Oxenbould (of the cult films The Visit and
Better Watch Out) stars as a teenager mutely ob-
serving the meltdown of his parents' marriage in
suburban Helena, Mont., circa 1960. Jake Gyllen-
haal is the dad who loses his job and ditches out
on his responsibilities by volunteering as a forest
fire fighter for the summer. Carey Mulligan is the
mom who cozies up to an older local banker who
smells like security. Very little happens, storywise,
but Dano offers some autumnal cinematography
and some fly-on-the-wall anthropology of mid-cen-
tury American family values. 104 minutes. PG-13.
(High Ridge)

the sequel novel by David Lagercrantz, written after
Larsson's death. Seems that superhacker/punk-
rock Batgirl Lisbeth Salander (Claire Foy from "The
Crown") and journalist Mikael Blomkvist (Sverrir
Gudnason) run afoul of a secret criminal organiza-
tion run by Lisbeth's long-lost evil psycho genius
twin sister (Sylvia Hoeks). These sleekly sadistic
Nordic noir thrillers remain slightly less realistic
than your average James Bond movie. But they have
their fans. 117 minutes. R. (Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Green Book
A working-class, Italian-American bouncer (Viggo
Mortenesen) from New York City finds himself act-
ing as chauffeur for a wealthy black concert pianist
(Mahershala Ali) as he goes on a tour of the segre-
gated Jim Crow South in 1962. This family friendly
tale of discrimination clearly flips the script on the
Driving Miss Daisy formula. But director Peter Far-
relly (who, along with his brother, gave us Dumb
and Dumber and There's Something About Mary)
directs with compassion and humor. 130 minutes.
PG-13. (Century Rio, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Instant Family
Writer-director Sean Anders (Daddy's Home,
Daddy's Home Two) reunites with Mark Wahlberg
for more heartwarming ha-has. A couple
(Wahlberg, Rose Byrne) adopts three orphaned
kids. Hijinks ensue. 119 minutes. PG-13. (Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Night School
A grown-up loser (Kevin Hart) goes back to night
school in hopes of earning his GED. But he falls in
love with the teacher (Tiffany Haddish) instead.
Like ya do. 111 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema)

The Nutcracker and the Four Realms
No one who has ever sat through a performance of
The Nutcracker has done so for the slim-to-nonex-
istent story (something about a little girl opening
Christmas presents, a dancing nutcracker who's re-
ally a prince, a bunch of evil mice and a Sugar
Plum Fairy). Here, Disney tries to amp up the fan-
tasy to Oz The Great and Powerful levels. This in-
volves lots and lots and lots of computer
animation. Mackenzie Foy (The Twilight Saga:
Breaking Dawn) stars. Helen Mirren, Kiera Knightley
and Morgan Freeman are in there somewhere too,
wearing crazy wigs. 99 minutes. PG. (Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX)

The Old Man and The Gun
Robert Redford's (allegedly) final film is this ex-
tremely low-key crime flick about a seventysome-
thing dude who breaks out of prison and goes on a
bank robbery spree. Based (loosely) on a true
story, it sounds sprightly and exciting. But writer-di-
rector David Lowery (Ain't Them Bodies Saints, A
Ghost Story) wants to keep this as minimalist a
cinematic exercise as possible. The film trades well
on Redford's charisma, and he gets some nice
scenes with romantic interest Sissy Spacek.At the
end of the day, though, the film is much more
about quiet conversations in small diners than
gunfights and car chases. Reviewed in v27 i41. 93
minutes. PG-13. (High Ridge)

Overlord
During World War II, a group of American soldiers
(including Kurt Russell's offspring Wyatt) is shot
down over Nazi-occupied France, but must com-
plete its mission or the invasion of Normandy can't
happen. The assignment? Defeat an army of nasty
zombies created by Nazi scientists. The elements of
this action-horror outing may be familiar, but at
least the director (Australian up-and-comer Julius

Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058
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AURAL FIXATION
BY AUGUST MARCH

There Will Be a Cool Yule
And it features jazz, naturally

It’s true enough that these trips around the
sun seem swifter than they did, that as
humanity is flung repeatedly through the star-
flecked void there are moments—both
memorable, inexorable and fortunately,
sometimes repeatable—to make our journey
through the aching, gravity laden heavens
robustly more pleasant. 

So, thanks for the winter holidays! They’re
a great time to reflect on bigger pictures, like
the one presented above, and to listen. Music
embodies a good, Falstaffian portion of the
holiday spirit, it should be noted. In particular,
jazz music—tender, tuneful, tasteful and
totally groovy—can be a source of lift that
can, metaphorically speaking, fly one to the
moon. The genre can also be heard as a
transcendent thing, repeating itself
memorably, predictably and almost
memetically over time.

Here in Burque, this year’s iteration of the
holidays and their consequent rites happen in
the form of a confluence of styles, sounds and
ultimately a seasonal jam sess that should set
the standard for that particular activity
around the Duke City for years to come.

Entourage Jazz, the primary output of
local jazz arhats vocalist Emerson Corley and
arranger and pianist Roger Baker, plan to
present a live performance of their latest CD,
Entourage Jazz Wishes You A Cool Yule, on
Saturday, Dec. 1 at the Outpost Performance
Space (210 Yale Blvd. SE).

Of course the band behind these two is
damn hot and features local players of note
like Dimi DiSanti on guitar; Lee Taylor, Sarah
Griego and Michael Christmas all playing sax,
JQ Witcomb, Brad Dubbs and Bruce Dalby on
trumpet; Micah Hood and Ben Finberg on
bone, bassist Maren Hatch and drummer John
Bartlit.

The repertoire that night is challenging,
listenable, danceable and evokes the deep
connection Christmas has to American music.
For certain the band will riff on solid classics
like “Santa Claus is Coming to Town,” “Winter
Wonderland,” “Jingle Bell Rock” and Steve
Allen’s “Cool Yule,” but they’ll also present
some gems from out the jazzers hidden vault
(hidden somewhere in Brooklyn with the
ghost of Sinatra presiding o’er it) like Frank
Loesser’s “What Are You Doing New Year’s
Eve” and “(Everybody’s Waiting For) The Man
With The Bag,” a jaunty piece by Irving Taylor,
Dudley Brooks and Hal Stanley.

I ran into Emerson the other day and asked
the truely jazzed out vocalist and de facto
Burque bandleader why they had chosen as
they did for this year’s seasonal sonic
extravaganza. Emerson replied, “We chose
these particular tunes because it was a
combination of lesser known vintage tunes in
combination with some really cool
arrangements by Roger of very popular
holiday tunes. We feel there is something for
everyone and this concert will be all topped
off with New Mexico’s favorite holiday song,
“Feliz Navidad,” featuring the EJAZZ horn
section and Johnny B’s killer percussion!”

That sounds like just the ticket that will
make this year’s trip tight. Thanks Santa,
thanks, EJAZZ! a

Entourage Jazz Wishes You A Cool Yule!
CD Release Concert • 

Outpost Performance Space
Saturday, Dec. 1 • 7pm • $20 • All-ages

MUSIC | SHOW UP!

Writing About Music:
A post Thanksgiving primer

BY AUGUST MARCH

“W
ill the things we wrote today/ Sound
as good tomorrow/ We will still be
writing/ In approaching years/

Stifling yawns on Sundays/ As the weekends
disappear/ We could stretch our legs if we’d
half a mind/ But don’t disturb us if you hear us
trying/ To instigate the structure of another
line or two/ ’Cause writing’s lighting up/ And I
like life enough, to see it through.” —A song
lyric by Bernie Taupin.

In the introduction to this week’s edition of
Show Up!, a music section column in the
alternative newspaper Weekly Alibi that
previews upcoming musical events in the
Albuquerque area with literary license and
super-charged sonic substance, music critic and
left-wing poster boy August March went on
and on about snippets of music from the past
that supposedly had some relevance to this
edition’s reported happenings. Supposedly.

Anyway, as he typed away on a plastic, ’90s
style keyboard that made a thunking noise
with each keystroke, March realized that the
big American holiday called Thanksgiving—a
door-opener, as it were to the bigger seasonal
winter holiday that followed and continued up
until the clock ran out on Super Bowl Sunday
in early February—was imminent. That meant
the following weekend might be a quiet one,
as the usual crew of ardent concert-goers in
the Duke City might be home digesting turkey
and watching football.

As is often the case, he was wrong. There
were heaps of concerts coming up on the
weekend and March was so glad to see that in
his own newspaper’s online events calendar,
that he decided to write all about it.

Friday Part I
The list of awesome Albuquerque musicians
continues to grow. One day soon, everbody
you know is going to be a famous, long-haired
rocker or subtle and sly hip-hop DJ. Serio. The
list of players from the Duke City that have
elevated themselves and their careers beyond
the borders customarily prescribed by life in
Dirt City goes on and on but it surely begins
with one Ryan McGarvey. The award-
winning axe-man had his last local gig this
past summer at the Zoo and returns for a post-
Thanksgiving guitar gala on Friday, Nov. 23 at
the Historic El Rey Theatre (622 Central
Ave. SW). Dude’s bound to tear it up here, so
drop that turkey leg and go have a listen. 8pm
• $20 • All-ages.

Friday Part II
Friday night, Nov. 23 is the night when part
two of an epic rap battle happens right here in
Duke City, N.M. That’s right kids, Rio Grande
Studios, one of the loco loci of hip-hop nation
in the Burke is supporting and sponsoring this
event which began on Nov. 16 and concludes

on Nov. 30. The winner gets a trip to the
studio complete with producer and video
making! The site of this beef-y battle is none
other than local all-ages concert venue, The
Jam Spot (415 Central Ave. NW). Rappers
pay $100 per entry, spectators are free with two
social media mentions, so talk this one up—it
will rock if you let it. 7pm • FREE • 13+.

Friday Part III
The day after Thanksgiving has special
significance over at the city’s greatest rock
venue of them all, Launchpad (618 Central
Ave. SW). For the fourth year in a row, Joe
Anderson and company are asking patrons to
bring their holiday leftovers to the club to be
distributed to the less fortunate among us on
Friday, Nov. 23. Avid listeners get a $2
discount on admission when they bring the
vittles, btw. This year’s superlative lineup
features Concepto Tambor and Revíva, with
special guests Da Terra Meiga and Gunsafe.
Sounds substantively damn good to me. 8pm •
$8 • 21+

Friday Part IV
When local cover bands hit it with heart, I’m
totally aboard with it. It’s like a carne adovada
burrito, yo; it’s damn comforting and
sometimes spicy as hell. Take for example
Badd Fish. A rocking quartet, young and old,
featuring veteran Albuquerque guitarist Mark
LaCava, singer Gil Garcia and a rhythm
section consisting of Vic Maese and his son
(also named Vic).They’re puro Burque and
wear their affiliation with this town and its
music scene proudly. They also lay down some
of the funkiest grooves you’ll hear in the Duke
City. Check them out at Rock and Brews
(4800 Montgomery Blvd. NE), a place that
also has KISS posters and beer (a fearsome
combination, me thinks). 8pm • FREE • 21+.

Saturday
Well, after driving, running or perhaps even
flying from venue to venue last night to
check out some of the stuff I told you would
be totally effing rocking, you deserve a night
to get a bit removed from the instrumentality
of music whilst still enjoying—and perhaps
even dancing to—the latest, hepest, ginchiest
sounds this town on the edge of huge nuclear
weapons stockpile has to offer. On Saturday
night, Nov. 24, Sister (407 Central Ave.
NW) plans to light things up with MIXXD.
That’s a dance party that includes
performances by DJs known as Laladee from
Coco Lala Records, Ana M from Downlow,
MIW of Underground Kids and Yermomma,
too. My two cents: “A-1 sound and the
sound’s so soothing!” 9pm • $5 • 21+.

Monday
By the time you get to Monday, Thankgiving
will seem like another dream in foggy
procession of dreams about what was, you will
have to go back to work and yes, there may
be Christmas music filling the airwaves, cable
music channels and the stores in which you
shop. Don’t lose hope damn it, in fact do
some real brain damage to yourself before all
of this soon to be overwhelming holiday
playlist can humiliate one further. That’s
right, bucko, go to the Good Charlotte

concert happening on Monday, Nov. 26 at
Sunshine Theater (120 Central Ave. SW).
For good measure, the pop emo superstars
with twins for main members has a new
album out called Generation Rx. How’s that
for a proposed rocanrol remedy? I think
they’re kinda sorta punk rock, but ask your
kids to be sure. 7:15pm • $35 • 13+. a

Ryan McGarvey COURTESY SUPRO USA



CALENDAR | MUSIC

MUSIC

CALENDAR

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY NOV 22
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho The Chris Ravin
Band • classic rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CASA DE BENAVIDEZ Hector Pimental Trio • classical, flamenco •
5:30pm • ALL-AGES!

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Kamikaze Karaoke • 7pm

MYKONOS CAFÉ & TAVERNA Hector Pimentel • classical, flamenco •
5:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Halfway Decent Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

FRIDAY NOV 23
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Steve Brown •
variety • 4:30pm • Scarred Jeffries • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Oscar Butler •
contemporary, folk • 4:30pm • Reverend E and The Vagrants • blues •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CASA DE BENAVIDEZ Hector Pimental Trio • classical, flamenco •
5:30pm • ALL-AGES!

THE COUNTY LINE BBQ Todd Tijerina • blues, roots, funk, rock •
Justin Bransford • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Daniel Solis Band • variety • 9pm

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Ryan McGarvey • blues, guitar • 8pm

JAM SPOT All Out Rap Battle • hip-hop • 7pm • $0-$100 • 13+

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Leeside • alt.country • 7pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Revíva • Concepto Tambor • Afro-Latin, Latin, world •
Da Terra Meiga • Celtic folk, flamenco • Gunsafe • alt.country • 8pm •
$8

LAZY LIZARD GRILL, Cedar Crest Odd Dog • classic rock • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

LOUNGE 54 @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo David and Co. • R&B •
9pm • FREE • 21+

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid David Lear • singer-songwriter • 5pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras John Wells • acoustic rock, variety • 1:30pm •
The Sally Townes Band • blues • 6pm • FREE • 21+

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT DJ M Martinez •
dance, electronic • 9pm • FREE • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY The Rudy Boy Experiment • rock,
blues • 7pm • FREE

SCALO NORTHERN ITALIAN GRILL Ron Crowder Band • singer-
songwriter • 7pm • FREE • 21+

SIDE EFFEX Jive Turkey • DJ Shakedown • hip-hop • DJ Clout • 9pm •
FREE • 21+

SISTER Flashback ’80s Music Video Dance Party • 9pm • $10

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Lani Nash • singer-songwriter • 5pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Throwback Friday • DJ Wae Fonkey •
hip-hop, R&B • 5pm • FREE • 21+

SATURDAY NOV 24
B2B2 BARRIO Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz • 6:30pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Noland y Forte •
variety • 4:30pm • Woodward Three-O • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Joe DeRusha • variety •
4:30pm • Dogbrain • blues, rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Danny Duran • country • 9pm

JAM SPOT Jarren Benton • rap • Aaron Cohen • hip-hop • 8pm

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY JJ Raschel and the Mystic
Roots • rock, blues • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Dirty Deeds Burlesque Presents Día de los Muertos •
Mr. Valdez • Siren St. Sin • Jaz Bubbles • Jessica Stone DeLorean •
burlesque, drag • 8pm • $10-$12 • 21+

LOUNGE 54 @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo David and Co. • variety •
9pm • FREE • 21+

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Connie Long and Fast Patsy • country
Western • 8am • The Barbed Wires • soul, blues • 2pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Reverend E and The Vagrants • blues •
1:30pm • Memphis P-Tails • blues, rock • 6pm • FREE • 21+

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Game Show Hour Now • comedy, trivia •
7:30pm • $5

QUARTER CELTIC BREWPUB Lomas Street Jazz • jazz • 3pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY The Val James Band • indie blues,
soul, funk • 7pm • FREE

SANDIA RESORT & CASINO The Fab Four: The Ultimate Tribute to
The Beatles • classic rock • 8pm • $30-$40 • ALL-AGES!

SISTER MIXXD • Laladee • AnA M • house, g-house, tech house,
techno, UK garage, minimal • MIW • Yermomma • 9pm • $5 • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Nathan Fox • indie, singer-songwriter,
blues • 5pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK John Calvin Abney • folk, rock •
M. Lockwood Porter • 8pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Todd Tijerina • blues, roots, funk,
rock • 3pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Roger Jameson and the Jaded Heart
Band • country, rock ’n’ roll, Americana • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

SUNDAY NOV 25
CASA DE BENAVIDEZ Hector Pimental • classical, flamenco •
11:30am • ALL-AGES!

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Sunday Jazz Jam • 3pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Key Frances • psychedelic blues •
3pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras The Impalas • blues, rock • 2pm • FREE • 21+

MONDAY NOV 26
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Cody Joe Hodges •
variety • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Singing Pilgrims •
folk, country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN TAPROOM Brain Gang Trivia • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Open Mic Jam Night with Dave and Friends •
7pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY The Draft Sessions Open Mic •
7pm • FREE • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Good Charlotte • Sleeping with Sirens • post-
hardcore • Knuckle Puck • pop punk • the dose • 7:15pm

TUESDAY NOV 27
THE ALLEY Eminence • death metal • In Our Dying Hour • hardcore •
Warlike Wolves • Thornside • Blood Wolf • Archiactra • Embelisk • 6pm •
$15-$20 • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Open Mic with
Spiral Pilots • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Open Mic with Rob
Roman • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CORRALES BISTRO BREWERY, Corrales Doug Muchmore • Western,
acoustic, country • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Joe Nichols • country • 6pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras David Schumann • acoustic rock • Kevin
Kinane • 6pm • FREE • 21+

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Tuesday Homie Hangout • stand-up
comedy • 9pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY BYOV: Bring Your Own Vinyl •
6pm • FREE • 21+

STEEL BENDER BREWYARD The Dust City Opera • folk rock
orchestra • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 8pm • FREE •
21+

WEDNESDAY NOV 28
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Noland y Forte •
variety • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD John Nolan • rock • Fighting Monsters • 8pm

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Mello Mood Open Mic • 7pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras The Great Bedini • variety • 6pm • FREE • 21+

PONDEROSA BREWING COMPANY The Draft Sessions Open Mic •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Casual Wednesdays
Comedy Open Mic • 8pm • FREE • 21+
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FEATURE | DAY TRIPPER

Roswell
Roswell, N.M., is a hub of industry and

agriculture for the southeastern part of the state.
A city with a population that has swelled to
near 60,000 in recent years, with the gas and oil
boom, Roswell has a long history in the state as
a place on the high plains with warm weather,
including a semi-arid climate that usually
signals hot summers with large thunderstorms
and sometimes even tornadoes.

Roswell is part of an area that really wasn’t
permanently settled by humans until colonists
from Missouri and then Nebraska set up camp
in the late 1800s. The famous Jingle Bob Ranch
was located near Roswell, but things didn’t
really get going until a post office was set up in
1873, when Van C. Smith started building and
settling his Omaha family there. The
subsequent discovery of an aquifer at the city’s
site led to growth and the introduction of a rail
spur connecting Roswell to the rest of the West
in 1893.

In World War II, the city housed German
prisoners of war on its outskirts and a military
base, later known as Walker Airforce Base,
became a prominent feature of the city after the
war. It was in the years following the global
conflict that Roswell gained its reputation as a
stop not just for human air flights, but also a
place that UFOs fancied as well.

The famous Roswell UFO incident of 1947
put the southeastern burg on the map.
Allegedly an extraterrestrial aircraft and its
otherworldly occupants crashed in the vicinity.
The supposed saucer crash and resulting
controversy that followed soon became cloaked
in government secrecy. In the ’70s, the UFO
story gained traction with the public again, as
several sources came forward to tell of
conspiracies, cover-ups and alien autopsies.

A city with an obvious sense of innovation
bestowed upon it through years of connection
to our nation’s own elaborate military
technologies, residents of Roswell began
capitalizing on the story of the flying saucer and
its occupants. 

By the mid ’80s the extraterrestrial narrative
had grown in scope as well as generating many
contradictory or counter-narratives too. The
result of all of that activity was an economic
boon for Roswell, and in 1996 the city began
hosting a UFO festival in the summer. The
event has grown over the years and is now a
certifiable part of the town’s legends and lore.

Roswell can be accessed by driving south on
I-25 and then exiting in Soccorro or Las Cruces
and heading east through the scenic Mescalero
Indian Reservation. You can also reach Roswell
by driving east from Albuquerque on I-40 and
exiting south at Clines Corners or Santa Rosa.
The latter route traverses a lonely desert, dotted
with oil rigs and an occasional longhorn steer,
but gives visitors an idea of what the little green
men who visited in the ’40s saw as they
descended into the plains on the eastern edge of
the Land of Enchantment. (Samantha Anne
Carrillo)

FAVORITE PLACE TO EAT
Cattle Baron Steak and Seafood Restaurant

FAVORITE PLACE TO STAY
Western Inn

FAVORITE THING TO SEE/DO
UFO Festival/The Anderson Museum of
Contemporary Art (Tie)

FAVORITE THING WE FORGOT
Bitter Lake National Game Refuge a

Silver City
The pride of the southwestern corner of the

state, Silver City. Who would’ve guessed it was
named after silver mining? Yeah, it’s kind of
obvious. This bustling little town goes far beyond
its namesake and gives us a reason to head to
Grant County. This region is about as Wild West
as it gets. With a population of 10,004 and home
to Western New Mexico University, it’s said that
Butch Cassidy and his Wild Bunch had a lively
time frequenting the town’s saloons in the late
1800s. If there weren’t palpable reasons to take
the trip before, let us help bring a few to light.

Let’s begin by packing our bags and planning
a day in Silver City. We roll into town, we stop
to check in to the evening’s lodging. Our readers
found Bear Mountain Lodge to be the top
choice. Why? The 1928 adobe lodge is nestled
amongst the beauty of the Gila National Forest
and just minutes from the heart of town. With
unique guest rooms, a library, complimentary
breakfast and no televisions, this is a retreat like
no other. An interesting hotel in the middle of
the city, The Palace Hotel is something straight
out of a movie. Rooms and decor fitting of the
1800s—the 1880s to be exact. Both opulent and
affordable, this is a one of a kind spot to stay.
Receiving the highest ratings from Yelp, Serenity
House Bed and Breakfast, just two blocks from
Downtown, is a colonial New Mexican dream.
Now that we’ve checked in, let’s grab some grub.
To complement the already bad ass Western
experience, check out the Buckhorn Saloon and
Opera House for a contemporary twist on classic
Southwestern and cowboy dishes. If more casual
fare is on the table, wander in to local hangout
Little Toad Creek Brewery and Distillery. Have
some flatbread pizza, a sammich or try their green
chile vodka in a Bloody Mary or maybe a
rotating microbrew. Tapas Tree Grill also comes
highly recommended and is known as a “global
street food adventure.” The pet-friendly joint has
a casual and eclectic menu including a lovely list
of crêpes and empanadas to please every carb
junkie. What can we do for the rest of the trip?
Take a short drive to Wolfsong Sanctuary, a wolf-
hybrid and feral dog reprieve. Volunteer for the
day or just visit the pups and find out why this
nonprofit topped the list of things to see and do.
Try a hike in the Gila Wilderness and visit the
gorgeous Gila Cliff Dwellings. Staying in town
and taking in the quirky and cute boutiques of
Bullard Street is certainly a nice way to wind
down the day in Silver City as well.

Just a short four hour drive from

Albuquerque provides a culture that seems like
fiction and enough new experiences to
remember for a lifetime. Stay in the fabulous
retreats, eat like a cowboy and shop like a
cowgirl. Plus, who doesn’t like to have a cool
story from the weekend to tell to co-workers on
Monday morning? (Mayo Lua de Frenchie)

FAVORITE PLACE TO EAT
Buckhorn Saloon and Opera House

FAVORITE PLACE TO STAY
Bear Mountain Lodge

FAVORITE THING TO SEE/DO
Wolfsong Sanctuary

FAVORITE THING WE FORGOT
Quirky Shops and Galleries on Bullard Street a

Socorro
Socorro—an exclamation, a name, and a

place—is the county seat of one of New
Mexico’s most central areas. Given its name
when early Spanish colonists passed through
the area and were given aid from the people of
Teypan Pueblo, “socorro,” means “help.” Still
an outpost in a desert expanse—outlying the
Jornada del Muerto (“the journey of the dead
man”), Socorro is a small city with a lot of
charm for those who have the opportunity to
spend time there. 

Though not bustling (about 8,600 people
make their home here), Socorro hosts many
visitors each year as the gateway to notable
natural spaces like Bosque Del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge, where people and
birds alike flock for the annual Festival of the
Cranes that welcomes Sandhill Cranes back to
the area. The city is also in close proximity to
Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge, Cibola
National Forest, the Quebradas Scenic
Backcountry Byway and the Magdalena
Mountains. This means there are abundant
opportunities for outdoor recreation of all
flavors—from birding to mountain biking to
hiking, camping, fishing and horseback riding. 

If you’re more of a city slicker, Socorro
manages to pack in quite a bit of art, history

and culture in a relatively compact urban
center. For the religious types, the city boasts
one of the oldest Catholic churches in the
United States, San Miguel Catholic Church.
The current structure dates back to 1626,
though a Spanish church and mission has
existed in that spot since 1598. The church is
expansive, able to accommodate up to 250
worshippers, and still holds regular services
throughout the week. 

To unpack the geologic history of the area—
which includes extinct volcanoes on the
horizon—visitors should take note of the
Mineral Museum at New Mexico Tech’s
campus. Precious metals like gold, silver and
gems have been unearthed near Socorro, and
mines have long meant business in the area.
The museum explores that legacy while also
showcasing more than 5,000 minerals from all
over the world. These can be surprisingly
beautiful—from geodes to meteorites, to
petrified wood—and many of the most striking
examples have been culled from local lands. 

If you’re more interested in looking skyward,
the campus also houses the Etscorn
Observatory, which is open to the public (email
the Astronomy Club President for details and
special events calendar at iwilliam@nmt.edu).
Since Socorro is relatively far flung from any
major cities and sources of light pollution, the
stargazing here is top-notch. 

Not a night owl? The city has several
galleries, a vibrant community theater scene
and New Mexico Tech’s Performing Art Center,
meaning there are plenty of opportunities to
explore the vast creativity of this too often
overlooked New Mexico town.  (Maggie
Grimason)

FAVORITE PLACE TO EAT
Bodega Burger Co. & Lounge

FAVORITE PLACE TO STAY
Dos Casitas en Socorro Bed and Breakfast

FAVORITE THING TO SEE/DO
New Mexico Bureau of Geology Mineral Museum

FAVORITE THING WE FORGOT
City of Socorro Historic Walking Tour (self-guided,
with brochures available at socorronm.org) a

Day Tripper continued from page 19
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BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS REVIEW BY JOSHUA LEE

Waiting For Thailand
Acting patient at GrassRoots Rx
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made a break for it while I paid. A moment
later I was leaving the building, expecting to
see his back as he hurried to the pickup.
Instead, I saw swirling dust devils and caught

his wild eyes flashing behind the windshield
as he fired the engine up and tore out of

the parking lot.
I slowed my pace on principle and

drove the long way home,
congratulating myself on exhibiting
poise whilst my fellow man rushed
to and fro. It was a long drive.

Back home I broke up a bud
of Wild Thailand (THC: 20.12%,
CBD: 0.08%—$10) while I

languished in my self-
righteousness. It was a
little too dry and hardly
produced any odor. It
tasted a little like sweet

basil with woody highlights.
Though harsh, I had no problem
sucking the whole thing down
in a minute. At first, I felt

nothing. Bogus! I hemmed and hawed,
smacked my lips and packed a bowl of Sugar
Black Rose (THC: 14.3%—$10). Before I lit it,
I stood up to get a glass of water. After one
step, my head swam a little. The second one
registered that maybe the Thailand hadn’t been
so impotent after all. The third step informed
me that my joints had become rubber. I turned
to tell my dog that things had gotten all funny,
but the look on her face was too weird.

I decided to wait on the Rose. A hunger
snuck up on me and I ate a whole bag of grapes
while watching muted nature shows and
listening to gospel choirs. I laughed the whole
time.

I finally made it back to the pipe and the
Sugar Black Rose. This bud was also drier than
it should have been. It barely smelled—I stuck
my nose into the canister and inhaled so hard
a chunk flew up and got stuck in my nose
hairs. I detected limes and a slight hint of cat
piss. I blew and blew into a tissue before
lighting up.

It hardly tasted like anything and went
down smooth. I was again ready to blast it for
being terrible, but I ended up pleasantly falling
back against the couch cushions, my muscles
relaxing and my brain slowly drifting away
while my eyes stared, sightless, at birds on the
patio.

Three golden finches fought over equally
spaced perches on a feeder. I was mesmerized,
unblinking. They played musical chairs,
hopping from one bar to another, pecking at
the next jerk. It slowly dawned on me that
there were two people at the shop. Why was it
closed for an hour? a

GrassRoots Rx

3701 San Mateo Blvd. NE

554-1648

Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 9am-3pm

First-time Freebies: No

G
rass Roots Rx welcomed me with a sign
and a locked door. It was closed for a
lunch break. There had been no mention

of it on the website (or hours of any kind), but
I’ve worked a few jobs where they leave
you alone on-duty. I’d put up signs, too.
I get it. I killed 20 minutes in my car
reading comics and listening to talk
radio. Neither really made an
impact, and I can’t remember what
they were about. I caught a guy in
a pickup uninterestedly looking
my way. We both pretended to see
through each other and scan past.
I checked my phone again,
searched my fingernails for dirt,
checked my phone again.

A patient went through
the door and I realized the sign
was gone. I pulled on the car door
handle, and the guy in the
pickup hopped out. He slammed
his door, twisted on a heel to look
at me with panicked eyes and started
nonchalantly walk-jogging toward the door. I
didn’t have anywhere to be, but I thought
about trying to beat him to it, just for kicks.
The storefront was a good 10 yards closer to
me, and I was fantasizing about running up to
it and holding the door open for him—really
sticking it to the guy.

Instead, I stayed back for a second and let
him have it. Jokes are always wasted on the
hurried. I meandered on the sidewalk and kind
of slid in the front door—like I hadn’t known
the place was there and had definitely not
been waiting in my car like a stalker for it to
open.

The dispensary was a little cramped and
very warm. The man from the pickup was
nervously tittering at a budtender and
scratching the back of his head. His feet
scraped against the floor, clearly wanting to
stomp through. His rigid spine said, “Hurry,
hurry.”

A second ’tender called me up. I handed
my cards over and filled out the patient forms,
but kept glancing out of the corner of my eye
at my friend. He was alternating between
imaginary itches—one behind the left ear,
another on the left elbow and a third beneath
his ribs. 

Enthralled, I missed a question. “Pardon?
I’m sorry. What’s a good sativa? A jazzy one.”
My budtender seemed like a very attentive and
nice woman, but I paid no attention to her
answer. The other patient caught me watching
him. He grimaced, and I had a flash of
telepathy. I’m going to scream if I wait any
longer, he thought at me. We nodded, and I
refrained from smiling.

My budtender paused. I was supposed to
answer here. “Yes. I’ll take … that one.” None
of the strain names were recognizable in any
way. My new pal snatched a bag from his
budtender with an audible sigh of relief and



NOVEMBER 22-28, 2018 WEEKLY ALIBI [29]

FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): In his autobiography
On the Move, neurologist Oliver Sacks praised his
friend Jerry’s curiosity and knowledge. “Jerry has
one of the most spacious, thoughtful minds I have
ever encountered, with a vast base of knowledge of
every sort,” wrote Sacks, “but it is a base under
continual questioning and scrutiny.” So willing was
Jerry to question and re-evaluate his own
assumptions that Sacks said he had “seen his friend
suddenly stop in mid-sentence and say, ‘I no longer
believe what I was about to say.’” That’s the gold
standard to which I hope you will aspire in the
coming weeks, Aries. As bright and articulate as
you’ll be, you will have an even higher calling to
expand your mind through continual questioning.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In recent years, a
few pioneers have gotten microchips implanted
under their skin. These technological marvels enable
them to open doors and turn on lights with merely a
wave of their hands, or receive up-to-the-minute
readings on what’s transpiring inside their bodies.
Now an additional frontier has arisen: people using
do-it-yourself kits to experiment on their own DNA.
For example, some have tweaked their genes so their
bodies create more muscle than is natural. I would
love for you to change yourself around in the coming
weeks, Taurus, but not in these particular ways. I’d
rather see you do subtle psychological and spiritual
work. The astrological omens suggest it’s a favorable
time for focused self-transformation.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Are you smart enough
to take advantage of the fact that your best
relationships would benefit from bursts of innovative
energy in the coming weeks? Are you brave enough
to banish the ghost that still haunts your romantic
life? Do you have the moxie to explore frontiers with
collaborators who play fair and know how to have
fun? Will you summon the curiosity and initiative to
learn new strategies about how to enhance your
approach to intimacy? I’ll answer those questions on
your behalf: yes, yes, yes and yes.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Would you agree with
me that there are both boring, tiresome problems
and fun, interesting problems? If so, read on.
According to my analysis of the astrological omens,
you’re at a fork in your path where you could either
get further involved with a boring, tiresome problem
or else a fun, interesting one. (I think you’ll have to
engage with one or the other.) Of course, I’m rooting
for you to proactively wrangle with the fun,
interesting one. Here’s timely inspiration from
Cancerian author John W. Gardner: “We are
continually faced with a series of great opportunities
brilliantly disguised as insoluble problems.”

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The Jharia Coalfield in
eastern India is a 110-square-mile reserve of
underground coal. In some places, it’s on fire, and has
been burning for over a hundred years. This isn’t a
good thing. It’s wasteful and causes pollution. But
now I’ll ask you to put aside that scenario, and
imagine a more benevolent kind of steadily burning
fire: a splendor in your soul that never stops
radiating warmth and light; that draws from an
inexhaustible source of fuel; that is a constant
source of strength and courage and power. I’m happy
to tell you that the coming months will be a favorable
time to establish and nurture this eternal flame.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Marilyn Monroe,
Georgia O’Keeffe and President Franklin Roosevelt
were direct descendants of the pilgrims who sailed
from England to the New World on the famous
Mayflower ship in 1620. I, on the other hand, am a
direct descendant of a 19th-century Slovakian coal
miner who toiled in the underground darkness. What
about you, Virgo? Now would be a rich and
provocative time to reconnect with your roots; to
remember where your people originated; to explore
the heritage that served as the matrix from which
you sprouted.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): According to
researchers who study animal behavior at two Italian
universities, chickens can do arithmetic. The birds
don’t even need to be trained; the skill seems to be
innate. (Read details here:

tinyurl.com/ChickensDoMath.) I’m wondering
whether chickens born under the sign of Libra might
even be able to do algebra in the coming weeks.
According to my assessment of the astrological
omens, the mental acuity of many Libran creatures
will be at a peak. How will you use your enhanced
intelligence?

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In March 2005, far
more people than usual won big money in a regional
Powerball lottery in the US. The average for each
draw is four winners, but on this special occasion,
110 players were awarded at least $100,000 and as
much as $500,000. The reason for the anomaly
seemed to have been an oracle that appeared in a
number of widely distributed fortune cookies. It
provided five of the six winning numbers. Inspired by
this crazy stroke of good fortune, and in accordance
with the favorable financial omens now coming to
bear on you, I hereby offer you six numbers to use as
your lucky charms. Will they help you win a game of
chance? I can’t be sure. At the very least, they will
titillate and massage the part of your psyche that is
magnetic to wealth. Here they are: 37. 16. 58. 62.
82. 91.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “You have two
ways to live your life,” writes spiritual teacher
Joseph Vitale, “from memory or inspiration.” In other
words, you can take your cues about how to live
your life from what happened in the past, or else you
can make your decisions based on what you’re
excited to do and become in the future. According to
my analysis, the next 10 months will be an excellent
time for you to fully embrace the latter approach.
And it all starts now.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You’ve always
got more help available than you imagine, and that’s
especially true these days. Both people you know
and people you don’t know may come to your
assistance and offer extra support—especially if you
meet two conditions: 1) You sincerely believe you
deserve their assistance and support; 2) you clearly
ask for their assistance and support. Now here’s
more good news about the help that’s available.
Whether or not you believe in spiritual beings, they,
too, are primed to offer blessings and resources. If
you don’t believe in their existence, I invite you to
pretend you do and see what happens. If you do
believe in them, formulate clear requests for what
you’d like them to offer you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): In one of his
poems, Arthur Rimbaud extolled the exquisite
evenings when the mist soaked his face as he
strolled, and he sipped that heavenly dew till he was
drunk. Was he speaking literally or metaphorically?
Probably both, if I know Rimbaud. Anyway, Aquarius,
I’d love for you to engage in similar exploits. What
are some natural adventures that might intoxicate
you? What simple pleasures may alter your
consciousness, nudging you free of its habits?
Meditate with sweet abandon on how to free
yourself through the power of play and the
imagination.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): It’s illegal to hunt
animals in Kenya. But members of the Dorobo tribe
circumvent the law to provide food for their families.
As three or more Dorobo men wander out on the
savanna, they wait for hungry lions to kill a
wildebeest or other creature. Then they stride
toward the feasting beasts in a calm show of force
until the predators run away in confusion. The brave
scavengers swoop in and swiftly remove a portion of
the wildebeest, then coolly walk away, leaving
plenty for the lions when they return to their meal. I
bring this scene to your attention, Pisces, because I
suspect that in the coming weeks you will have
similar levels of courage and poise as you go after
what you want. a

HOMEWORK: HOW COULD YOU CHANGE YOURSELF IN
ORDER TO GET MORE OF THE LOVE YOU WANT? GO TO
FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM; CLICK ON “EMAIL ROB.”  

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes.
The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-
4888 or (900) 950-7700.

To inquire about 

booth and sponsorship opportunities please

call (505) 346-0660 ext. 248

or email advertising@alibi.com

March 23, 2019

11am-5pm

at the
Santa Fe Convention Center

Building the Cannatopia
Creating our future for the cannabis and hemp industry.

presents
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Legal Services

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
$200 Stop Garnishments FAST.
End Collection Calls. Payment
Plans Available 505-688-0070

START BANKRUTPCY FOR $0.
Lawyer Advertisement. Stop
Wage Garnishment | Eliminate
Your Debts | 100% Free

Consultation – Hurry |
McCookLawFirm.com | (505)
600-2550

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE

Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-6806

Studies

SECONDHAND SMOKE STUDY
The UNM College of Pharmacy is
recruiting non-smokers currently
exposed to secondhand smoke,
19-50 years old, for a study on
a new risk factor for heart
disease. Two visits (0.5 AND 1

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

Apartments for Rent

MOVE IN TODAY! Furnished
Studio Apts w/ all utilities and
cable FREE, No credit check.
Call now 505-226-6932

FURNISHED STUDIO APTS.
Low monthly/weekly rates.
Free utilities. No credit check.
505-225-2673

FULLY FURNISHED
STUDIOS!!! Cable & Utilities

Included. Low rates. FREE
REWARDS PROGRAM! 505-
225-1216

Rooms/Roommates

Downtown

w
ROOM FOR RENT
rooming house in

Barelas on bus route. 8 rooms
share 2 baths and kitchen.

Employment

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH TECH
Desert Hills 5310 Sequoia
Rd NW Albuquerque, NM
87120, USA Behavioral
Health Technician. Full-time-
nights, evenings and
weekend shifts available. No

experience necessary but
preferred. Two week paid training
and signing bonus. Minimum
requirement High School/GED.
Must pass a physical test,
criminal background and drug
screening. Apply online at
https://www.deserthills-
nm.com/about/careers/ 

Body & Soul

Opportunities

w
EASY MONEY You need
1. a cell phone, 2. to be

FED UP WITH ROBO-CALLS and
3. learn how to identify
telemarketers. For more info
www.call-childress.com 505-
433-9823 I SUE
TELEMARKETERS 

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in the
Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!

THE WEEKLY ALIBI
CLASSIFIEDS are a great deal!
Call 346-0660 ext. 221.

$425/mon, $150 dd. Call
379-1677 for more info. Don’t
text or email!

WEEKLY ALIBI HAS OVER
175,000 READERS, every
generation, from the Baby
Busters to the Baby Boomers.
Distributed throughout Abq, Rio
Rancho, Corrales, East
Mountain, Bernalillo, Placitas,
Santa Fe and Los Lunas. The
Alibi is available at restaurants,

grocery stores, college
campuses, select retailers and
various downtown locations.
Coverage includes politics,
humor, film, opinion, music, art
and the most comprehensive
entertainment guide in Nuevo
Mexico. ¡Arriba!

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in the
Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!

FLYING STAR ON MENAUL10-29-18
We arrived at the same time and for awhile, you sat

alone in a booth near me until your daughter and her

friend arrived. You then moved to another booth. We

spoke briefly at the coffee stand and afterwards, I

wished we could have chatted longer. Maybe now??

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Flying Star on Menaul on 10/29/2018.

TOE CUTTER/THUMB BUSTER

You accidentally headbutted me in the pit. After this

summer I thought the next time our faces mashed

together would be a bit less violent. You never seemed

like the type to like it rough.

I told you once “I am a spicy artistic genius and you are a

fool for letting me slip away”, you have a strange way of

apologizing.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Sister Bar on 10/29/2018.

PUT A SEATBELT ON ME DOWNTOWN
This was last year in May and you put a seat belt on me

downtown. You had asked if I was sure that I didn’t want

a ride and then you said something like “let me put your

seatbelt on at least” and then you put it on. I really

wanted to tell you thank you because I got in a crash that

night.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: .

SEEKING 66 BOY
I saw a cool kid at 66 diner on central. He had short

blond hair and a most daring smile. Maybe you remember

me. Long dark hair. You didn’t sit me but I admired you.

Your name rage had something with an S. Stephen?

Sebastian? I can’t remember but you looked dashing.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Route 66 diner on 9/13/2018.

Want to change
your drinking?

We are looking for volunteers to 
participate in a research study who 
want to change their drinking with a 

non-medication based treatment. You 
will be paid up to $440 for up to 32 

hours of your time.

Call ABQ TREAT at 505-633-8861 

or email abqtreat@mrn.org.

hr) are needed. You will be
compensated for your time. Call
Meera Shah 505-272-0578.
HRRC #15-033

BACK PAIN STUDY We are
seeking adults with chronic low
back pain. Participants can earn
a $40 gift card for participation
during a single visit to UNM.
Inquire @ rebrand.ly/unm70 or
(505) 226-4505

Licensed Massage

AROMA MASSAGE SPA 505
267 67 82 open 9:AM to
midnight 540 Chama st # 5
albq NM 87108 

w
AUTHENTIC TANTRA
MASSAGE Give yourself

the beautiful gift of authentic
Tantra massage and teaching.
I am a Certified Tantra

Educator, Professional
Massage Therapist,
Relationship Coach and Reiki
Healer. Please call me for
detailed information and
scheduling. Namaste,Julianne
505 920 3083 LMT #2788

Metaphysical

TAROT/ORACLE READINGS

$45 1st visit if you mention
Alibi. Tammy 505.203.2674

READER NOTICE: The State of
New Mexico Department of
Regulation and licensing
requires registration numbers for
individuals who practice
massage therapy. These
registration numbers are
included in all ads within

category 300. Advertisers in this
category are registered and
licensed by the State of New
Mexico and are trained and
certified for therapeutic
massage. Advertisers in category
300 do not perform sexual
massages. Any concerns
regarding any of the advertisers
in this category should be
directed to: Weekly Alibi.
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Across

1 Celebrity news site

4 “___ the season”

7 Site for some trivia events

10 “So frustrating ...”

13 Sugarloaf Mountain locale

14 Coach Parseghian

15 Make up stuff

16 Mauna ___ (Hawaiian
volcano)

17 Character co-created by 63-
Across

19 Abbr. on toothpaste boxes

20 ___-Wan Kenobi

21 Sasha’s older sister

22 Character co-created by 63-
Across

25 “Here, I’ll get that”

27 Auguries

28 “Canterbury Tales” site

30 Great Lake name

31 Borrow (forever)

32 Starts to drop off

34 Dir. of this clue

35 “Incorrect”

39 Group of characters co-
created by 63-Across

40 With “The,” character co-
created by 63-Across

42 Character co-created by 63-
Across

43 Mexican blanketlike shawl

45 Round fig.

46 Recording

47 Quit being serious

48 Open a little

50 Important

51 Colorado resort town

54 Create cartoons

56 Character co-created by 63-
Across

58 Hands out hands

61 He did Solo work

62 Bird bill

63 Late comics maven whose
career spanned eight decades

65 “Foucault’s Pendulum”
author Umberto

66 Sport ___ (4x4)

67 Cassis-and-white wine
cocktail

68 December 31, e.g.

69 Court partition

70 It gets steamrollered

71 Magic 8-Ball response

72 Liquor flavored with juniper

Down

1 Quick haircut

2 Actress Sorvino

3 Ben Stiller character with
signature looks

4 Dish served in cornhusks

5 Glass on the radio

6 Sub, e.g.

7 Lean on the horn

8 Assistant

9 Digital data display

10 Mitt

11 ABC host Roberts

12 Train tracks

18 Zero, in rugby

23 Patriotic memorabilia

24 Former Cowboy Smith

26 Emulated Cicero

28 “Need You Tonight” group

29 1890s gold rush city

31 Two-letter pair

33 Moved sinuously

36 Get going

37 “I don’t want that”

38 “The Book of Mormon” co-
creator Parker

41 Ballet great Vaslav

44 Pesto ingredient

49 Detection methods

51 Beyond pale

52 First word of a “Star Trek”
opener

53 Wine variety

54 “Late Night with Seth
Meyers” writer/performer Ruffin

55 Pin in the back

57 EGOT winner Moreno

59 Jeans maker Strauss

60 Noticed

64 Knot up

©2018 Jonesin’ Crosswords

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“Cast of Characters”—all with the help of one person.BY RYAN NORTH
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