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WEIRD NEWS

A
N
D

Dateline: Illinois

A lawsuit is claiming that the parent of a high
school football player successfully posed as a
referee at his son’s game and influenced its
outcome. CBS2 in Chicago reports a group of
parents from Simeon Career Academy in
Chicago, Ill., have filed a suit against Richard
Mercado, alleging that he wore a referee’s
uniform during a game between Simeon and
Nazareth Academy, accessed the sidelines and
made calls that gave Nazareth an unfair
advantage—even causing a Simeon
touchdown to be called back. Mercado, who is
an actual referee for the Illinois High School
Association and whose son plays for Nazareth,
was at the game in an unofficial capacity as a
spectator. But according to the lawsuit, he was
seen a number of times on the sidelines
wearing his uniform during controversial calls.
Mercado claimed that while he was wearing
the uniform, he was only there to watch the
game and never spoke to or influenced the
official referee in any way. However, photo
evidence reportedly places him standing near
the restricted box for the official referee where
spectators aren’t allowed. The suit also points
to Facebook comments made by Mercado. “I
didn’t make one bad call. I made sure the best
team won,” said one. The lawsuit calls for
Mercado and the officiating referee to be
banned from IHSA. Plaintiffs also ask that the
game be declared forfeit. A hearing for the
lawsuit has been scheduled for next March.
Last week the IHSA ruled that there was no
interference in the game.

Dateline: United States

A US company has developed an oral sex
robot outfitted with artificial intelligence that
trained itself by watching hours of
pornography. According to The Sun, the
inventor of Autoblow AI, Brian Sloan, claims
the device uses “artificial intelligence to
replicate techniques that make using our
machine feel less robotic and more human.”
The machine is powered by a plug socket
connector and uses an infrared beam sensor
along with magnetic field sensors. It can
allegedly simulate human touch by
manipulating a soft sleeve between any of 250
different points at a variety of velocities. The
Autoblow AI offers users 10 different speeds
with names like “fast edge,” “the full stroke”
and “masterstroke one.” To learn the
numerous stimulation techniques, Sloan says
his team worked with PhD robotics engineers
and AI scientists to program the device using
machine learning. During development, the
AI was reportedly exposed to 8,333 minutes of
oral sex videos to track and analyze head
location data. The company set up an

Indiegogo crowdfunding campaign in October
with the goal of $50,000—a total which was
quickly met and surpassed by backers.

Dateline: New Delhi

Indian authorities are consulting with
anthropologists and tribal welfare experts to
plan the recovery of the body of an American
missionary who was killed by the residents of a
remote island cut off from the modern world.
Fox News reports John Allen Chau was shot
and killed by arrows last week after visiting the
remote North Sentinel Island, home of the
Sentinelese tribe—a highly aggressive group
that has very little contact with the outside
world. The tribe is known to attack all
outsiders, and passage to the island is highly
restricted. The Indian Navy enforces a three-
mile buffer zone around North Sentinel, but
Chau, a missionary from Washington,
allegedly paid fishermen in the area to take
him near the island at night. He reportedly
used a kayak to make his way to shore. Indian
authorities say Chau met with some
tribespeople and offered them gifts of fish and
a football, but they became angry and shot
arrows at him. Chau then went back to the
fishermen’s boat and waited until the next day
to return to shore. A day later, the fishermen
witnessed members of the tribe burying the
man’s body. Although it has not been
confirmed, authorities believe he was fatally
shot by arrows. In a note to his family, Chau
wrote, “You guys might think I’m crazy in all
this but I think it’s worthwhile to declare Jesus
to these people.” A number of conservation
groups were angered by the Indian
government’s failure to protect the tribe from
outside influence, noting that Sentinelese,
whose population numbers between 50 and
100, are susceptible to modern disease.
Authorities are unsure of how to retrieve
Chau’s body without endangering the tribe
further. Indian police have charged the seven
people involved with endangering Chau’s life.

Dateline: Arizona

A man charged with breaking into a home
while naked and assaulting members of the
family allegedly sent a fruit basket to apologize.
According to ABC15 in Arizona, Tempe
police arrested Desmond Michael Drakes last
month after he allegedly invaded a home.
Drakes was reportedly naked during the
incident and attacked a teenager and a woman
who lived there. He also allegedly damaged a
portion of drywall. Police report that they
found Drakes in his home, where he was
tasered after resisting arrest. While in jail,
Drakes was given an injunction against
harassing the family, but he reportedly violated
it a week after being released by sending a fruit
basket to his neighbors. He told authorities
that he sent the basket to apologize for his
behavior. Police have yet to mention a
suspected motive for the alleged attack. Drakes
has been charged with indecent exposure and
criminal trespassing. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.
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Keller Announces Renewable 

Energy Plan
Last week Mayor Tim Keller announced a plan to
make Albuquerque move completely into
renewable energy within the next four years. 

According to a press release, the city will be
working with Public Service Company of New
Mexico to build a new solar generating station as
part of a new PNM program. The proposed 50-
megawatt solar plant will sell 25 megawatts to
the city for use on municipal properties, as the
plan dictates, and sell the remaining 25
megawatts to other municipalities through PNM’s
Solar Direct Program. If the station receives state
regulatory approval, within 2 years, 58 percent of
the city’s energy will come from the renewable
source, according to the release. Right now only
four percent of the city’s energy usage comes
from a renewable source.

Keller’s plan also includes installing more
energy efficient street lighting and reducing the
city’s energy consumption. It’s expected to be
fully implemented by 2022, and officials say it will
eliminate the equivalent of 93,000 metric tons of
CO2 emissions every year. The plan should also
lower energy costs for the city in the long run. The
cost and location of the proposed facility have not
been discussed.

PED Rejects Changes 

to Grading System
The New Mexico Public Education Department
responded negatively to a suggestion that it alter
the way it evaluates school performance.

Albuquerque Journal reports the School
Grades Work Group spoke before the Legislative
Education Study Committee last month,
recommending that the current school grading
system be abolished. PED evaluates schools
using an A to F grading system based on student
assessments. The working group suggested that
the grading system places too much focus on
failure, and consequently demoralizes school
leaders. Members proposed replacing the system
with a dashboard model that would profile schools
and communicate how each was performing.

But PED Secretary-designate Christopher
Ruszkowski called the recommendation “an
underhanded way to reduce public accountability
and transparency” by schools performing poorly.
He also pointed out that they met behind closed
doors without participation from representatives
of the department, as is required by the legislative
memorial that created the group. Chairwoman of
the LESC State Sen. Mimi Stewart claimed an
invitation was sent to PED when the group began
meeting a year ago, but it was ignored. PED
spokesman Christopher Eide told reporters that
no such email had been found.

BernCo Looks to Treatment 

Instead of Jail
Officials with Bernalillo County’s Department of
Behavioral Health Services announced the
adoption of a new program that will offer
nonviolent offenders suffering from mental illness
or dependency issues the option of getting help
instead of jail time.

According to KRQE, the Law Enforcement
Assisted Diversion Program (L.E.A.D.) was
approved by County Commissioners last month.
The program will attempt to address mental
health problems in low-level offenders that could
lead to worse criminal behavior in the future. The
program has already been successfully
implemented in Santa Fe. The District Attorney’s
Office will help decide which offenses will qualify
for the program, which is expected to be up and
running by July 2019.  a

NEWS CITY BY JOSHUA LEENEWS | NEWS FEATURE

Recreational Cannabis 

in New Mexico
Legislation offers hope but Senate a barrier 

BY LAURA PASKUS, NM POLITICAL REPORT

A
majority of New Mexico voters support

legalizing recreational marijuana. And a

governor who opposes the idea will leave

office at the start of the year, giving hope to

some supporters of the idea.

But even if New Mexico’s next governor

supports the legalization of recreational

marijuana, a familiar obstacle would still stand

in the way: the state Senate.

State Sen. Jerry Ortiz y Pino has sponsored

legislation to legalize recreational marijuana

since 2014. He’s tried with constitutional

amendments in the past, but since Michelle

Lujan Grisham, who supports legalization, won

office then the effort will go through regular

statue.

And he knows that even though public

sentiment has shifted, 2019 still won’t be the

year things go his way. “It’s going to be tough,”

Ortiz y Pino told NM Political Report. “The

House will probably vote for it. The Senate is

going to be its usual 30-years-behind-the-times

self.”

The Albuquerque Democrat attributed

opposition in part to the age of senators. “I

think it’s a generational or a cultural thing

more than anything,” Ortiz y Pino said.

This isn’t stopping supporters from working

to make legalization of recreational marijuana

a reality. Emily Kaltenbach, the director of the

New Mexico chapter of the Drug Policy

Alliance, noted that of the eight states that

have legalized recreational marijuana, only

one state has done so through the legislative

process—Vermont. All other states, including

New Mexico’s northern neighbor, Colorado,

legalized recreational marijuana through ballot

initiatives. New Mexico law, however, does

not provide for statewide ballot initiatives.

Kaltenbach says Vermont is “a model for

states to follow a path to get through a

legislative process.”

There are benefits to passing the effort

through the legislative process—like no need

for an expensive, likely contentious and time-

consuming campaign.

Kaltenbach said the Drug Policy Alliance is

already working on the steps to move the bill

through the Legislature. One step is to get

feedback and buy-in from many stakeholders

and communities, including law enforcement,

the medical cannabis community and others.

Kaltenbach says the Drug Policy Alliance

has worked on a bill that would include

protections for children, medical cannabis

patients and drivers. But they still want

feedback. “We’re holding a series of

community conversations around the state,”

she said. “We plan to take this to clinicians,

we plan to take it to the business community,

with the faith-based communities.”

The Drug Policy Alliance thinks that

revenue from taxes on recreational marijuana

should go towards things like funding

Medicaid or programs for drug and alcohol

rehabilitation.

Still, she acknowledges the tough

pathway to legalization. “We have yet to get

a piece of legislation through both

chambers,” Kaltenbach said. “So even if the

governor is open to signing a bill, that

doesn’t mean that in this next year there is

something to the governor’s desk.”

Ortiz y Pino also thinks that the revenue

from marijuana sales could help the state. He

previously said the money would go towards

various efforts to improve the state,

including money for public schools and

substance abuse and behavioral health

programs.

The N.M. Senate

In 2016, the effort reached the floor of the

Senate as a constitutional amendment. Passing

that legislation would have required a majority

of the chamber, not just those voting, but also

would have bypassed the governor and instead

gone to voters for approval.

The Senate voted against the proposed

amendment 17-24. Six Democrats voted

against the proposal, and are unlikely to

change their minds. Some changes in the

Senate since then include two Republicans

losing to Democrats, with one Democratic

supporter losing to a Republican.

Ortiz y Pino thinks a change in approach

could change the minds of some Republicans,

giving an alternate pathway to passage.

“I don’t want to count on them, but several

of them have indicated to me it’s certainly

something they could support if it’s not a

constitutional amendment,” Ortiz y Pino said.

“That was the excuse they gave previously for

voting against it, that it didn’t belong in the

constitution.” a

Read more stories like this at nmpoliticalreport.com

COURTESY NM POLITICAL REPORT
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about efforts to get people involved in
government.

The One ABQ Volunteers program is a
comprehensive initiative that asks Burqueños to
address the challenges the city continues to
face. In this latest iteration of public
engagement the Keller administration is seeking
individuals with specific skill sets to help grow
our city.

Mayor Keller detailed his latest effort,
writing, “We want to turn government inside
out so every person has a role to play in moving
our city forward. … There’s something for
everyone—if you’re interested in public safety
we have crime data entry; if you care about
animals you can foster a pet—we want
everyone to be able to find
something they’re passionate
about and come to the
City to help.”

As part of the
process used to
launch the One
ABQ
Volunteers
program,
individual
departments
within city
government
did
assessments of
the needs they
had, needs that
could be assuaged
through the
involvement of skilled
Burque resident-
volunteers. After that
happened, a wide range of
opportunities for service were identified.

Those chances to volunteer and so help
Albuquerque prosper include working at various
community centers around town, serving as
ambassadors at the Sunport, assisting with
beautification projects through Parks and
Recreation, providing administrative support to
APD or volunteering at the New Mexico
Veterans Memorial.

Albuquerque Parks and Recreation Director
David Simon summed up the latest initiative by
saying, “Albuquerque has some of the most
passionate and caring people. We want them to
get involved in the work we have to do at the
city.”

Volunteers can find a way to lend a hand
and a good fit at cabq.gov/abq-volunteers/.

In the State
Taking in a larger view of all things political
brings the state of New Mexico into focus.
When newly elected officials take office on Jan.
1, 2019, there will be a preponderance of Dems
running this state at the Roundhouse. The end

NEWS | COMMENTARY

BY AUGUST MARCH

L
a politica isn’t going away.
Although the always hungry and sometimes
brutal beast tends towards a slouching sort

of retreat from the spotlight following decisive
elections, that’s not the case here in America at
the end of the second decade of the 21st
century.

A decisive blue wave did indeed impact
what is to be—over in Washington, and closer
to home, here in New Mexico, too. But that
kind of output has to find a method of
sustaining itself as we all march toward 2020.

Plainly stated, this past Nov. 6 was dress
rehearsal and perhaps prelude. The themes
expounded, the leitmotifs introduced, point to
further gains in the next year a President of the
United States can be elected. But nothing
should be taken for granted in that matter or in
any corollary issues now hovering over the
Trump administration.

Indeed, keeping track of all the Trumpian
tentacles—as well as the paths through and
around such sticky, suctioning traps—should be
as habitual as a strong cup of coffee in the
bright sunshine of early morning, here in
Burque. With that in mind, here’s a definitely,
strongly caffeinated view of what to stay águila

about this week in town, in the Land of
Enchantment and in the nation that surrounds
us.

In the City
In Albuquerque, Mayor Tim Keller continues to
work the progressive program, initiating a
plethora of platforms designed to engage
citizens in the process of governance.

Nevermind the ART dealio for this week,
mijos, it’s not his fault anyway. At some point
though, getting into the heads—and ledgers—
of those who were responsible for the debacle is
going to be big news. But it’s probably going to
take someone with an investigative bent to
uncover the details.

Getting a substantive discourse going about
this matter is going to have to involve the
former mayor as well as former administrators
such as COO Michael Riordan—who remains
incommunicado following the death, last year,
of his wife in a tragic and heavily publicized
aviation accident. It’s clear that initial
supporters of the project within the City
Council have so far chosen silence. One
supposes this text is an attempt to reach out to
those leaders to ask them what they knew about
the project’s problems and when they knew
such crushing details. Hello out there, we might
add, curiously.

But back to Keller. He’s working hard and
recent efforts show his commitment to lifting
up this little old military outpost in the desert.
A recent communiqué from his office is all

State Land Commissioner Aubrey Dunn, who
told the Carlsbad Current Argus last week, “On
one hand, money is being generated at an
unprecedented rate but the flip side is that with
the increased productivity comes problems. …
I’ve already gone on record to say that our
environment is suffering as a result of
unenforced environmental regulations and
unscrupulous business practices in the oil patch
and beyond. As a result, the land, its resources
and the citizens of New Mexico are not being
afforded the protection they deserve.”

Sounds like the State Legislature has some
studying to do before party time ensues.

In the Nation
It’s been a month since the general election.
Today, the New Mexico Secretary of State will
certify the results of that election. New US
Representatives like Deb Haaland from District
1 and Xochitl Torres Small from District 2 are
in the nation’s capital city getting a view from
the bridge as I write this.

But in the small town of Alamogordo, a
place surrounded by white sands and military
installations, Yvette Herrell, the former GOP
candidate for Congress refuses to concede.

It’s uncivil and unprofessional behavior, but
predictable given the character inherited by
most elephants when Trump came to power.
We sincerely hope Herrell finds something
better to do soon. The holidays are here, after
all, maybe she can volunteer as a department
store Santa.

In the World
At our state’s border with Mexico, things are
still calm. The thick, long and sad thread of
refugees from Central America haven’t shown
up in Santa Teresa or El Paso or Douglas, Ariz.,
although, notably, some militia members have
recently cased the area for signs of “invaders.”

No the real tragedy is happening in Califas,
where desperate humans from Honduras, El
Salvador and Guatemala have made their way
to Tijuana. This past weekend a rush to the
gates resulted in tear gas canisters being lobbed
at the refugees. There is anger and
disappointment on one side and entrenched
nationalism on the other. After witnessing the
confrontation this weekend, some have left to
return home while others continue to throng in
a sports stadium in TJ.

Make no mistake about it. The events of the
past month are just the beginning of a long
reckoning regarding immigration. Our nation,
particularly our new leaders in Congress must
face, reflect upon and improve this situation
peacefully and progressively before Trump and
his minions can add more fuel to the fire with
fiery rhetoric and political stunts that use the
US military to deflect his dangerous policies.

Stay tuned to Weekly Alibi for updates on
this and other important issues. a

to the reign of La Tejana and the sudden and
tragic (JK) implosion of the state Republican
party after this last election signal what
amounts to party time for Nuevo Mexicano

donkeys, with a few caveats.
One of the big issues that will no doubt face

state leaders by the time the Legislature
convenes in January is the incredible but very
possibly volatile surplus our state is facing,
thanks to the expanded oil and gas exploration,
mining, sales and distribution that became the
hallmark economic engine of the state under
Governor Martinez and southern compatriots
such as Steve Pearce and Yvette Herrell.

Get this: The general fund budget of New
Mexico for the coming year is estimated to

be about $6.3 billion. Oil and gas
revenue might increase that

amount by up to 25
percent, or about $1.5

billion. That’s huge
and could help

our state get
back to a
prosperous
standing
among other
entities in
the union.
But

naysayers
continue to

warn of the
dangers of

continuing to
invest in what they

see as another iteration
of New Mexico’s boom

and bust economy.
Democrats generally fall on the

warning side, but ironically—and because a
number of the Democratic senators representing
the fossil fuel rich southeast and north-central
parts of the state happen to be of the elephant
variety—Legislative Finance Committee Chair
John Arthur Smith recently implied everything
was going to be OK, telling politcal blogger Joe
Monahan, “We’ve been anticipating $1.2
billion in new money for next year, but we
could get another shot in the arm from next
month’s lease sale,” Smith said. “I’m guessing it
could generate $250 million more for New
Mexico, putting us near the $1.5 billion
ballpark.”

That sounds cool, but thank the gods our
next governor—as well as this state’s US Senate
delegation—is bent towards exploring and
promoting renewable energy as a sustainable
income stream in this already drilled to death
state.

Additionally, that tenuous balance between
profitability and wholesale destruction of the
natural New Mexico environment is an issue
that has even been recognized by Republican

Lamps: Trimmed and Burning, Please
Keep up as 2020 approaches
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EVENT |PREVIEWS

EVENT HORIZON WEEK OF NOV. 29-DEC. 5

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 30

SATURDAY DECEMBER 1

TUESDAY DECEMBER 4SUNDAY DECEMBER 2

WHAT MAKES THE WORLD GO ’ROUND?

Lemme guess: You’ve been getting the funk down to any sort of groovy pop music for at least five years. But you still don’t
know why the Bee Gees are so important to the history of the constantly bifurcating, mutating genre that the the trio seemed
to mimic in micrcosm. Que lastima! Listen to “New York Mining Disaster 1941,” follow it up with “I.O.I.O” and then top the
whole thing off with “Jive Talkin’”—you should get it by the end of the third tune, amigos. Aussie pop, unlike Vegemite, is
usually delicious and the Bee Gees did a lot to advance the flava, enough in fact to warrant a wildly successful tribute band
from down under taking up where Robin, Maurice and Barry left off. The Australian Bee Gees, as the new order is known,
are damn close to the real deal and are performing at The Stage at Santa Ana Casino on Friday, Nov. 30 at 7pm. With vocal
chops galore—including flawless versions of Robin’s vibrato and Barry’s falsetto—this multimedia event covers five decades
of hits; for between $30 and $60, plus a valid 21+ ID, you can finally get right with tuneage like “Run to Me” or “Nights on
Broadway.” Damn. STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR 54 JEMEZ DAM, 7PM alibi.com/v/64ls. (August March) a

PACKIN’ GEAR

Leather. Deep, dark
bordellos.
Restraints. Tools
that cause pain. Is
that your idea of
kink? We guess
maybe in some
places that’s the
deal, but the
Leather Daddys of
Albuquerque could
not be a sweeter,
more consenting
and educating
group of kinksters.
Curious about
leather gear, St.
Andrew’s cross,
paddle-play and
more? The Daddys
host Gear Night
at Sidewinders
Ranch on Saturday,
Dec. 1 from 9pm
to midnight as the
ranch turns into a
surprisingly jubilant

dungeon. Have a photo taken with the sexiest of santas, Richard Walker,
Mr. California Drummer 2016. The theme is “Show Off Your Christmas
Package” and they encourage creative interpretation of this open innuendo.
However, bar legal attire is still required. The night of naughty is open to
patrons 21 and over with no cover. SIDEWINDERS 8900 CENTRAL AVE SE, 9PM TO

MIDNIGHT alibi.com/v/65h9. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

DON’T BRING STORE BOUGHT
COOKIES TO THE PARTY

Most of us don’t need any more stuff. How many holiday gifts have you
gotten that wind up in donation piles before the end of the next year
(after an appropriate period of familial guilt)? When giving homemade,
edible gifts rest assured that they won’t wind up in a pile somewhere,
and that you won’t be contributing to the capitalist hellscape with a
highly unnecessary purchase. At the Cookies and Confections Class on
Saturday, Dec. 1, learn about the basics of cooking sugar and how to
make peanut brittle and snowflake gingerbread cookies—two holiday
favorites. The class is from 10am to 1pm at the CNM Main Campus,
and registration is $39 per person. Email clove10@cnm.edu or call
(505) 224-4000 x53493 to register. CNM MAIN CAMPUS 900 UNIVERSITY BLVD

SE , 10AM TO 1PM alibi.com/v/6226. (Robin Babb) a

HISTORY REVIEW

Darryl Lorenzo
Wellington is a true
powerhouse,
redefining history
through his smart
writing, which has
appeared in The
Washington Post,
The Nation, The
Christian Science
Monitor and more.
He brings his insight
to Santa Fe this
Saturday, Dec. 1,
for a talk on
minstrelsy—the
exploitive form of
musical theater that
saw its heyday in
the late 19th
century. Wellington
reads excerpts from
his book on the
topic, and shares
experiences and
wisdom from his
study of this genre,
which dangerously reinforced stereotypes of blackness for far too long.
Just $5 to $10 gets you in the door for Straight Up: Race, Stereotypes
and Minstrelsy at the Center for Contemporary Arts in Santa Fe. The
lecture begins at 6pm. CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY ARTS 1050 OLD PECOS TRAIL, 6 TO
7:30PM alibi.com/v/658q. (Maggie Grimason) a

THE 37TH CHAMBER

Instead of spending all of that time in the gravel pit, try out
some chamber music would you please? Especially the string
quartets by the classicists like Brahms, Beethoven and Mozart.
The modernists, like Bartok are cool too! And the postmodernists?
Well, you might want to investigate the work of György Kurtág,
it’s mighty fine. Violin quartets are generally tender yet muscular
works filled with nuance and musical detail, by the way. And
since your interest has been piqued by that declamation, here’s
something to further your chance for musical opportunity. The
Julliard Quartet, historically one of the most credible interpreters
of string literature, is giving a concert on Sunday, Dec. 2 at 3pm
in the afternoon at Simms Auditorium, which is on the campus
of the Albuquerque Academy. Current chair holders in the
storied ensemble include violinists Areta Zhulla and Ronald
Copes, violist Roger Taping and cellist Astrid Schween. Tickets
for this all-ages afternoon of awesome aural artistry range in
price from $10 to $40. SIMMS AUDITORIUM 6400 WYOMING BLVD NE,

3PM alibi.com/v/65h8. (August March) a

THE SECRET LIFE OF STUFFED ANIMALS

Children have wild imaginations about their
favorite, stuffed companions. What happens when
the lights go out? What about when you leave
them at home or in the car? Surely they come to
life and lead interesting lives, right? Let those
dreams come to fruition at the Stuffed Animal
Sleepover at the Central and Unser Library.
Children ages 2 to 8 come in from 6:30 to
7:30pm on Tuesday, Dec. 4 for a special pajama
story time with their favorite stuffed snugglies in
tow. Kiddos leave their friends behind for their
very own sleepover as the staff guides them
around the library and has plenty of creative
activities waiting. Children (and parents) may
return the following day after 2pm to see photos
of all the fun their fuzzy friends had at the soiree. Cure the curiosity and see what the stuffies do without their
humans around. These activities are absolutely free. CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY 8081 CENTRAL AVE NW, 6:30 TO 7:30PM

alibi.com/v/64b6. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

COURTESY OF EXCALIBUR ENTERTAINMENT

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

COURTESY OF COLBERT ARTIST MANAGEMENT
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CALENDAR | COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

CALENDAR
THURSDAY NOV 29
THE GOODS AT 505 CENTRAL Downtown Lunch Market. A pop-
up market of local, artisan handicrafts at the space next to Humble
Coffee Downtown. This is part of the One Albuquerque Engage
project. 505 Central Ave NW. Noon-2pm. alibi.com/v/64j9.

KIDS
CABELA’S Santa’s Wonderland featuring Photos with Santa. Families
are invited to enjoy this enchanting Christmas village offering free,
4x6 studio-quality photos with Santa and holiday activities including
fun crafts and games. 5151 Lang Ave NE. 5-8pm. alibi.com/v/649z.

LEARN
HISTORIC EL REY THEATER TEDxABQ Women. Celebrate these
dynamic and diverse people showing up to face challenges head
on, all while empowering each other to shape the future we all
want to see. 622 Central Ave SW. $25-$40. 5:30pm.
alibi.com/v/63mq.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Precision Medicine: Video
Presentation and All of Us Program Overview. This video-presentation
reveals the induction of precision medicine leading to the All of
Us Research Program initiative and the implications it has on how
medicine is practiced in the future. 8081 Central Ave NW. 2-3pm.
ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/62hm.

FRIDAY NOV 30
THE GOODS AT 505 CENTRAL Downtown Lunch Market. 505
Central Ave NW. Noon-2pm. See 11/29 listing.

HEIGHTS FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE A Dickens Christmas.
Step back in time and visit a Victorian village where it’s always
Christmas Eve. Hear music and enjoy unique shops, crafters from
all over the Southwest, food, children’s activities and prizes. 8401
Paseo Del Norte Blvd NE. $0-$15. 7-9pm. 858-3009.
alibi.com/v/64lt.

KIDS
CABELA’S Santa’s Wonderland featuring Photos with Santa. 5151
Lang Ave NE. 5-8pm. See 11/29 listing.

SPORTS
ISLETA RESORT & CASINO Fresquez JW Fight Night 4. The main
event features Steve “Mean Machine” Montoya vs Abel “The Silent
Assasin” Cullum. 11000 Broadway Blvd SE. $25-$100. 7pm. 18+.
244-8191. alibi.com/v/64lu.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
THE GOODS AT 505 CENTRAL Guided Meditation Class. 505
Central Ave NW. 6:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 11/29 listing.

SATURDAY DEC 1
THE GOODS AT 505 CENTRAL Downtown Lunch Market. 505
Central Ave NW. Noon-2pm. See 11/29 listing.

HIGHLAND SENIOR CENTER Gray Panthers of Greater ABQ Holiday
Party. Young, old, women, men, persons of all ethnic, racial and
economic backgrounds come together for the promotion of social
and economic justice with a shared lunch and live music. Bring a
friend and a dish to share. 131 Monroe Street NE. 1-3pm.
ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/65an.

LA CUEVA HIGH SCHOOL La Cueva Band Holiday Craft Show.
Shop the 200+ vendors, bid in the silent auction and enjoy a
snack from the food court and bake sale, all while supporting
music education in public schools. 7801 Wilshire NE. 9am-4pm.
ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/64pu.

NORTH FOURTH HOLIDAY STOP & SHOP Holiday Stop and Shop.
Businesses extend hours and offer storewide specials and discounts.
North Fourth NW. 10am-5pm. ALL-AGES! 345-3669.
alibi.com/v/63tu.

ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH St. Mary’s Craft Fair and Bake
Sale. Shop local for the holidays with all handmade arts and crafts
and homemade bake sale goodies. 1500 Chelwood Park Blvd NE.
9am-3pm. ALL-AGES! 293-1911. alibi.com/v/645b.

KIDS
CABELA’S Santa’s Wonderland featuring Photos with Santa. 5151
Lang Ave NE. 5-8pm. See 11/29 listing.

PENNYSMITHS PAPER Milk and Cookies Party. Shop, nibble and
let the kiddos write letters to Santa. Pens, pencils, stationery and,
of course, milk and cookies are all provided. 4022 Rio Grande
Blvd NW. Noon-3pm. ALL-AGES! 345-2353. alibi.com/v/65cw.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Best Ways to Protect Bones and Joints.
Hear about common issues concerning bone and joint health and
learn the best way to protect and prevent these issues. 6901
Barstow St NE. 10:30-11:30am. ALL-AGES! 857-8321.
alibi.com/v/64br.

HOTEL ANDALUZ Sistahood: The Event. Meet 40 powerful, compas-
sionate and uplifting women from the community for this three-hour
connective experience. 125 Second Street NW. $100. 9am-noon. 21+.
236-9816. alibi.com/v/632d.

SUNDAY DEC 2
CONGREGATION ALBERT Community Chanukah Celebration. Enjoy
shopping, food, arts, crafts, live Chanukah music and fun activities.
3800 Louisiana Blvd NE. 11am-2pm. ALL-AGES! 883-1818.
alibi.com/v/64wn.

NORTH FOURTH HOLIDAY STOP & SHOP Holiday Stop and Shop.
North Fourth NW. 10am-5pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/1 listing.

OUTDOOR
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Bosque Wild: Guided
Nature Walk. Take a hike through nature’s laboratory in a moderately
strenuous guided hike. Reservations recommended. 6500 Coors Blvd
NW. 8-10am. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/65dl.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
LOTUS TREE AYURVEDA Prayer and Meditation Group. Learn stilling
the mind, concentration and meditation practices. No previous experience
needed. 7015 Fourth Street. $12-$40. 9-10am. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/63tz.

CANNABIS
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER The Essie Awards. Established
in 2017 by Kurple Magazine are a commemorative way to celebrate
those that provide excellence in N.M.’s cannabis industry. 1701 Fourth
Street SW. $20-$40. 6:30pm. 246-2261. alibi.com/v/63mk.

MONDAY DEC 3
KIDS
!EXPLORA! Hour of Code. Children and adults take part in this fun
introduction to computer science, designed to demystify code and
learn the basics. 1701 Mountain Rd NW. $0-$8. 2:30-4:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 224-8300. alibi.com/v/65by.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE SHAMBHALA CENTER Heart of Recovery Meditation
Group. A meditation and sharing support group focused on the practice
of Buddhist teachings and the 12 steps of recovery while integrating
the Dharma and the basic goodness of meditation. 1102 Mountain
Rd NW. 6-7:30pm. 717-2486. alibi.com/v/5grp.

NEW MEXICO ASIAN FAMILY CENTER Queer and Trans Community
Yoga Monthly Gathering. Monthly yoga classes that honor, value and
celebrate the intelligence, perspective, love and experience of queerness
as an inclusive community. 115 Montclaire Dr SE. 6-7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/5ojo.

TUESDAY DEC 4
KIDS
CNM MAIN CAMPUS Hour of Code. Open to kids of all ages, the
activities are designed for students grades 2 to 8. The event is hosted
at various CNM locations around town. To see the locations, visit
https://deepdivecoding.com/hour-of-code-2018/ 900 University Blvd
SE. 5:30-7pm. ALL-AGES! 224-5275. alibi.com/v/65bb.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION Impact and Coffee.
Nonprofit leaders, volunteers, funders and people finding their place
in the community have a cup of coffee, hear about new social profit
ventures and innovation in a six-minute presentation format. 624 Tijeras
Ave NW. 9-10am. alibi.com/v/5zyt.

SELF SERVE Sensual Restraint Play: Rope Bondage and More. Curious
about bondage, ropes and more? Learn safety information, types of
restraints and use some time for hands-on guided practice. Bring a
friend or a partner to practice with. 3904 Central Ave SE. $20. 7:30pm.
18+. 340-6258. alibi.com/v/657u.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
THE GOODS AT 505 CENTRAL Guided Meditation Class. 505 Central
Ave NW. 6:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 11/29 listing.

HIGH DESERT YOGA Tibetan Buddhist Meditation. Learn Diamond
Way Buddhist meditation practice methods. 4600 Copper NE.
7:30-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! 450-2878. alibi.com/v/62t8.

LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER Beginning Swing and Latin Dance
Classes. Enjoy the fun of partner dancing while learning such styles as
West Coast swing, East Coast swing, lindy hop, balboa, salsa, bachata,
merengue, cha cha, rumba and samba. 5506 Coal SE. $5-$10.
6:30-8pm. ALL-AGES! 948-1579. alibi.com/v/60qw.

NEW MEXICO SCHOOL OF YOGA Yoga for Inflexible Athletes. A six-
week course to help with sports by enhancing athletic performance,
preventing injuries and increasing flexibility. Cross train with yoga. 1111
Carlisle Blvd SE. $10-$45. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0918.
alibi.com/v/62ns.

WEDNESDAY DEC 5
KIDS
CNM MAIN CAMPUS Hour of Code. 900 University Blvd SE. 5:30-7pm.
ALL-AGES! See 12/4 listing.
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BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

ARTS | CULTURE SHOCK

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

A
s the winter solstice approaches, the

days continue to get shorter. While

some people are turning up the carols,

others are quietly working on something a

little more outside the mainstream, like Joel

Brandon. Brandon is the lead at

Mothership Alumni, a loose collective of

artists that has, in the past nearly 3 years,

hosted almost 20 different art shows and is

producing the upcoming Paganology

exhibition at Downtown Contemporary

Gallery (105 Fourth Street SW). 
“I like to keep things not too on the

nose,” he explained about how he
conceived of the idea for this particular
show. “I think people get sick of the same
Christmas music and stuff like that all the
time. … What I’ve been taught is that in
December there is Yule and other things
like that—it’s the end of the year, there’s a
feeling in the air. There’s lots of other
avenues to express spirituality.” And so,
through Mothership Alumni, Paganology
will open on First Friday, that is Friday,
Dec. 7, with a formal reception from 6pm
to midnight. Mixed media, photography,
acrylic watercolor, sculpture—Brandon’s
model is one that promotes an open-door
policy. All artists and all mediums are
welcomed through an open call for work
that has—across those 20 different shows—
proved to be resonant with the community. 

“What I was thinking about paganism in
particular was that it has been around for
thousands of years,” he continued. “I
wanted to spotlight on something outside
of what gets so much attention this time of
year. I was also thinking about how so
much art has stemmed from worshipping
idols and things like that—like, this is
where some of the very first art came from.”

Though the decision to
title the show
Paganology was very
intentional—less about
the practice, and more
about the study of these
ancient avenues of
worship and
celebration. 

Along with
alternative modes of
spiritual expression,
there’s also alternatives
to the classic gallery
routes that many artists
are forced into.
Mothership Alumni
intends to exist very
much outside of the
exclusivity of the
typical gallery world.
Finding that path was
how the collective got
its start to begin with.
Brandon described
returning to his
hometown of St. Louis
a few years back. “I was
doing a lot of video
work and stuff like that
out here, but I felt like Albuquerque wasn’t
matching my effort,” he said. So he thought
moving to a bigger city might catalyze his
career. “But after six months back out in the
Midwest, I realized it was nothing like here. All
the people I know here I had taken for granted,
and all the amazing artists. We really have
something special.” 

During the annual Paint Louis Festival—
where artists from around the country and
around the world converge to paint the
Mississippi flood walls—Brandon brought his
camera and was shooting the event. There, he
ran into Albuquerque native Bearface, who was
painting. “I was so excited to see someone not

from the
Midwest. I started
telling him some
ideas—that I
wanted to go
back to
Albuquerque and
do an art show,
and he told me I
should do it. …
This was before I
even really
considered myself
an artist. That
inspired me to
come back and
follow through
with it.” 

And that’s
exactly what he
has been doing

since 2016. “I realized that I didn’t need anyone
else to show my art. The creative culture in
Albuquerque is definitely really DIY or die. We
did this ourselves.” The first show that
Mothership Alumni hosted, and what still
remains the flagship annual show was the Low
Rez Art Show, which will happen again in
April. Until then, Brandon has just secured
studio space at Downtown Contemporary
(where Paganology will be hosted) and is
looking toward organizing more shows,
establishing regular hours (check up on
Facebook @mothershipalumni and Instagram
@mothershipalumni for these) and potentially
hosting potluck art nights—to “keep the
balance between the casual and the
professional,” and making sure that access to art
and gallery space continues to remain more
equal.

“I want to promote everyone, not just
myself,” Brandon said. “Thinking of the future
keeps me going—just thinking of where we are
going to be able to take this. People don’t get a
lot of these changes, but I want to make sure it’s
not exclusive. There’s no age requirement to be
an artist, [and] you can make it happen in this
town. I’m sure I could focus on myself and find
success that way, but it’s more fun to do it
together.” 

Catch Mothership Alumni’s latest offering
at the opening on Friday, Dec. 7, and stay
connected via social media to continue
engaging with Paganology and all that the
collective will be bringing to artists and
enthusiasts throughout Albuquerque in the
years to come.  a

Art for All
Mothership Alumni’s Paganology and beyond

George Bailey Lives
Local theater makes life more

wonderful

By this point—like, 72 years after the original film’s
release—we know the story. George Bailey is having a
rough time, and thinking of ending it all. On Christmas
no less. As he toes the edge of a bridge in the small
everytown of Bedford Falls, something happens. And
soon we are introduced to Clarence, George’s guardian
angel, who shows him what life would be like if he’d
never been born. And we learn about how every time
a bell rings an angel gets his wings. You know the drill.

This classic film—It’s a Wondeful Life, if you
haven’t guessed yet—was an obvious candidate for
stage adaptation. At the onset of the holiday season,
Albuquerque Little Theatre ( 224 San Pasquale SW)
is premiering their own production of the classic with
James Cady at the helm as director and Micah Linford
playing the iconic everyman, George Bailey. 

“As odd as it sounds, I’ve never seen the movie,”
Linford said, mulling over the tale that for so long has
seemed to be totally ubiquitous. “But being able to
delve into the story this deeply has really given me a
true appreciation of [it]. It’s taught me that everyone
you come in contact with affects who you are and who
you will become. Even if there is someone you really
don’t like or who really doesn’t like you, they’ve still
helped to shape you into the person you are. And you
affect those around you in the same way.” You never
know what chain of events your smallest action has
set into motion. 

The story covers a lot of ground, and in the film
iteration, introduced the world to a whole cast of
characters that have become archetypes in their own
right. Albuquerque Little Theatre has done those
figures justice by recruiting a host of talented locals to
wield the wisdom of Clarence, the vinegar of Mr.
Potter and of course, the confusion and world-
weariness of George. 

“This is such an iconic role and show that it’s hard
not to be drawn to it,” Linford continued. “A lot of the
roles I’ve played over the last couple years were
darker. The idea of playing a genuinely good character
who may trip up, but learns from it, was very
appealing.”

As the whole team looks toward opening night on
Friday, Nov. 30, I asked Linford what he had learned
from being so involved with the production so far. “The
director, James Cady, and I had a long conversation
after one of the first rehearsals about what it would
really mean to have never been born,” he described.
“The smallest interaction, good or bad, can have a
huge impact on a person’s life. It’s easy to get down on
yourself when things aren’t going well or to see
yourself as a burden if you need to ask for help, but it’s
important to remember how much you mean to
others.”

Catch It’s a Wonderful Life until Dec. 24. Tickets
are available now online at
albuquerquelittletheatre.org. a

Paganology features work from many diverse artists

The crowd at the Low Rez Art Show, Mothership Alumni’s annual event. 

The cast of It’s a Wonderful Life 
at Albuquerque Little Theatre. 
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ARTS | INTERVIEW

BY MAGGIE GRIMASON

H
osho McCreesh—occasional Alibi
contributor, poet, artist, and now, novelist—
recently spent four years writing his

forthcoming novel, Chinese Gucci (officially out
Nov. 30). The book explores the life of Akira,
who travels the American deserts into the
Mexican ones collecting knock-off handbags to
resell on Ebay. On the road and in the pages,
though, much more is unpacked. Before the
book’s release from DrunkSkull Books,
McCreesh illuminated some of his process, ideas,
influences and how creating the original collage
cover proved to be revelatory. Find the book
online at hoshomccreesh.com/chinesegucci. 

Alibi: When did you start thinking about this

book and what inspired its plot?

McCreesh: Ten years ago I started gathering
ideas for four or five different novels. I’d jot
things down on post-its, or scraps of old bills,
whatever … and gathered up ideas that way for
about seven years. When it finally felt like I had
all I needed to do a first draft, I gave myself one
calendar year to write it. I finished the first draft
on Dec. 31 with a whole 13 minutes to spare!

As for the inspiration, I’ve always been
drawn to misanthropes and misfits, I dig
transgressive fiction and grit-lit, so I knew I’d be
working in that vein. The Catcher in the Rye is
clearly an inspiration, as was just the idea of
writing the “great American novel.” I had this
nebulous idea of a stunted kid selling fake
designer purses as the real thing and felt I could
say something about America … so off I went!

How has all your previous work—from

poetry to painting to food reviews—spoken

to this novel?

From poetry, I took concision, and pared-back
prose. From painting and visual artwork, I’d say I
stole composition and the use of cinematic
scenery or descriptions. As for food reviews, I’d
say the juxtaposition of haute cuisine and gas
station junk food is something that the main
character, Akira, knows something about! He
might not realize it, but he probably enjoys both
for exactly what they are.

I was stoked to see the mention of Leeches

of Lore! Do local landscapes, culture, et

cetera, surface in the work in other ways?

Definitely. I absolutely wanted readers to get the
flavor of the city in much the same way as Los
Angeles is featured in Ask the Dust, and New
York does in Catcher. Some spots are used
verbatim, others are renamed and thinly
veiled—but locals will probably recognize them.
As with “Breaking Bad,” I wanted New Mexico
to feel like a character in the book, so most of
the descriptive-heavy passages are devoted to
her. As for Leeches of Lore—the mightiest band
from Albuquerque ever—all of the special
editions come with a free digital download of

Leeches of Lorechestra, courtesy of the band. They
also let me use their music in all the promo
videos I made for the book. They’re truly the
best.

The book’s blurb describes it as an

“American allegory” ... What sort of wisdom

were you hoping to distill here?

Without jumping up too high on my soapbox, I
wanted to write a subtle but unblinking take on
a few of the glaring problems we have in
America. Hyper-masculinity, racism, globalism
and capitalism—I wanted these themes
threaded throughout. At issue is the idea that,
be it Akira or America, who we think we are or
who we pretend to be compared to who we
actually are can often be very different and very
problematic things. This imitation of wealth, of
status that a fake designer purse represents, the
way online lives across social media are heavily
curated to create a certain appearance, or maybe
to protect against criticism or insecurity, at some
point the façade crumbles, empires fall … and
what we’re left with is who we actually are under
it all. I don’t know if that’s wisdom, or liberating,
or depressing, but the book explores it all in
what I hope is a subtle way.

How do the original collaged covers

inform/heighten/underline the contents of

the book itself?
The collage covers were a revelation, and the
key to the final draft. Throughout the writing, I
felt myself making decisions based on instinct
rather than intention. I knew something had to
be a certain way, but I didn’t know why. While
thinking about what to do for the special edition
hardbacks, I stumbled on to the idea of making
collages as covers and absolutely loved it. So I
started in, and was absorbed by themes and
images of WWII, fashion, Americana—and
that’s when I realized that I was writing
something more than a simple yarn about a kid
buying fake purses in Juarez. I was writing about
America. And thinking about the book while
searching for the right images really refined the
vision and focus of the book for my final re-
write. That visual work was how the instinctual
became intentional.

What did you learn writing this book?

I learned that it takes a lot more ideas and it’s
harder to finish a novel than you’d think. I
learned that the agent search with anything but
a laser-focused, genre-specific manuscript is
probably pointless. I learned that finishing a
novel is really rewarding in a completely
different way compared to my other books. It
also reinforced the idea that, in terms of art, we
absolutely have to go with our gut, do it our own
way, without worrying about what comes after
it’s done. All we have is the time we have, so
don’t waste it chasing after anything you aren’t
determined to do, if not haunted by the need to
see it through. a

Books and Bags
Local releases first novel, Chinese Gucci
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CALENDAR | ARTS & LIT 

THURSDAY NOV 29
WORDS
RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Duke City Story

Slam. People tell true, five-minute stories from their lives, without
notes, on this month’s theme “Odd One Out.” A panel of judges
score each story and top scores take home a prize. 400 Gold
Ave SW. $2-$5. 7pm. 21+. alibi.com/v/654h.

STAGE
COTTONWOOD MALL Cirque Italia. Acrobatics, dance, contortion,
high-performance BMX and roller-skating. 10000 Coors Bypass
NW. 7:30pm. (941) 704-8572. alibi.com/v/643h.

FILM
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Tortilla Soup. See a
screening of the comedy-drama, rated PG-13. 1701 Fourth Street
SW. Free. 7pm. 724-4771. alibi.com/v/64gq.

FRIDAY NOV 30
STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE It’s A Wonderful Life. The saga
of the everyman whose dreams of adventure have been quashed
by family obligation and civic duty, whose guardian angel descends
on Christmas Eve to save him from despair. 224 San Pasquale
Ave SW. $15-$23. 7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! 242-4750.
alibi.com/v/632q.

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE Big Feelings.
A twist on the classic, long-form Harold format comedy, turning
a single audience suggestion into an entirely unique, full-length
performance. 7:30-8:30pm. alibi.com/v/64lw. Also, The Hive.
An all-new long-form improv show comprised of nine improvisers,
comedians and actors who have graduated from The Box’s Improv
program. 100 Gold Ave SW. 10:15-11:15pm. 510-1389.
alibi.com/v/64m5.

COTTONWOOD MALL Cirque Italia. 10000 Coors Bypass NW.
7:30pm. See 11/29 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE A Tuna Christmas. In this hilarious sequel
to Greater Tuna, it’s Christmas in the third-smallest town in Texas.
Two actors play all 22 parts making for a crazy, fun evening. 2900
Carlisle Blvd NE. $15-$22. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 247-8600.
alibi.com/v/64ou.

SONG & DANCE
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Jesus Muñoz Flamenco: Algo

Profundo. Choreographer, dancer and musical arranger Jesus
Muñoz returns for another exciting evening of flamenco dance
and music. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $25-$30. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
268-0044. alibi.com/v/6183.

SATURDAY DEC 1
WORDS
RIO GRANDE NATURE CENTER Sandia: Seasons of a Mountain.
Meet authors, David Muench and Ruth Rudner, as they discuss
their book. 2901 Candelaria Rd NW. 10:30am. ALL-AGES!
344-7240. alibi.com/v/62o4.

ART
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER 2018 Winter Spanish

Market. Authentic 400-year-old traditions and innovative Spanish
Colonial style artwork, made by N.M. artists as well as local
music, food, demonstrations and more. Runs through 12/2.
1701 Fourth Street SW. $6-$10. 10am-4pm. ALL-AGES!
246-2261. alibi.com/v/64sn.

OT CIRCUS GALLERY Indoor Holiday Bazaar. Featuring handmade
art, jewelry, home decor, ornaments and other fabulous gifts to
give created by local artisans. Light refreshments are available.
709 Central Ave NW. 3-8pm. ALL-AGES! (678) 923-2755.
alibi.com/v/654w.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Audition Call: Dial ‘M’ for Murder.
Prepare a one to two minute monologue or use sides of the script
to read from. Actors should expect to respond to direction.
Callbacks are by invitation only. 1-4pm. 21+. alibi.com/v/649a.
Also, It’s A Wonderful Life. 224 San Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23.
7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 11/30 listing. 242-4750.

COAL AVENUE THEATRE @ CNM Blackout Presents The 24/7.
A one-night-only festival of short works developed in 24 hours

or less. The clock starts Friday night, when seven theatre groups
from Albuquerque convene for the first time. 525 Buena Vista
Dr SE. $7. 7-10pm. alibi.com/v/64w4.

COTTONWOOD MALL Cirque Italia. 10000 Coors Bypass NW.
7:30pm. See 11/29 listing.

KIVA AUDITORIUM Tim Allen. The funny man, TV personality and
movie icon performs live. 401 Second Street NW. 8pm. 18+.
768-4575. alibi.com/v/5vbk.

VORTEX THEATRE A Tuna Christmas. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE.
$15-$22. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 11/30 listing.

VSA NORTH 4TH ART CENTER Legend of Sleepy Hollow. This
play by Vera Morris is based on the classic story of the new
school master, Ichabod Crane, as he sets his eyes on Katrina
Van Tassel. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/64mt. Also, 4904
Fourth Street NW. 7:30-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! See previous listing.
345-2872.

SONG & DANCE
JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Ukulele Jam. Play songs and sing
from a song list with chords, led by the wonderful master ukulele
instructor Jim D’Ville, and learn to play the instrument by ear.
Registration required. 3407 Juan Tabo Blvd NE. 3:30-5pm. 13+.
293-4077. alibi.com/v/64qd.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Entourage Jazz presents a

Cool Yule. A CD release rvent celebrating the season with Emerson
Corley and the big band sounds of EJazz as they release their
holiday album. 210 Yale Blvd SE. 7-9pm. 268-0044.
alibi.com/v/64mx.

POPEJOY HALL The Nutcracker Ballet. Kick-off the holiday season
with the N.M. Ballet Company’s magical production with
Tchaikovsky’s original musical score performed by the N.M.
Philharmonic 203 Cornell Dr NE. $11-$50. ALL-AGES!
925-5858. alibi.com/v/64t8.

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Love and Joy. The
singers of Quintessence perform carols, chorals and other joyful
and poignant music of the season with special guests, the choirs
of Lincoln Middle School. 2626 Arizona St NE. $10-$20. 5pm.
672-8863. alibi.com/v/64mb.

WHOLE WOMAN CENTER The Reel Sisters in Concert. Enjoy
uplifting Celtic and Appalachian songs with a duo steeped in
the tradition of Scottish harp and smallpipes. 418 Central Ave
SE. $20. 7pm. ALL-AGES! 243-4010. alibi.com/v/64b3.

SUNDAY DEC 2
ART
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER 2018 Winter Spanish

Market. 1701 Fourth Street SW. $6-$10. 10am-4pm. ALL-AGES!
See 12/1 listing.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Audition Call: Dial ‘M’ for

Murder. 1-4pm. 21+. See 12/1 listing. Also, It’s A Wonderful

Life. 224 San Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23. 7:30-9:30pm.
ALL-AGES! See 11/30 listing.

COTTONWOOD MALL Cirque Italia. 10000 Coors Bypass NW.
7:30pm. See 11/29 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE A Tuna Christmas. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE.
$15-$22. 2pm. ALL-AGES! See 11/30 listing.

SONG & DANCE
KIMO THEATRE Albuquerque Concert Band. Warm up those
singing voices and get ready to sing along with the band as they
play holiday favorites. 423 Central Ave NW. 3-4pm. ALL-AGES!
768-3522. alibi.com/v/64m9.

POPEJOY HALL The Nutcracker Ballet. 203 Cornell Dr NE.
$11-$50. ALL-AGES! See 12/1 listing.

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Love and Joy. 2626
Arizona St NE. $10-$20. 3pm. See 12/1 listing.

FILM
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Sunday Movie: Book Club. See
a free screening of the film, rated PG-13. 8081 Central Ave NW.
1:30-3:30pm. ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/64b5.

WEDNESDAY DEC 5
WORDS
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Poetry and Beer. The longest
running open mic and poetry slam in Albuquerque welcomes
all to listen, judge, compete or just read. 1800 Fourth Street
NW. 8pm. 21+. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/64q8.

Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

ARTS & LIT

CALENDAR
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FOOD | FRESH OFF THE FARM

BY ROBIN BABB

S
o much policy is directly governed by the

Farm Bill that its fate impacts most

Americans. Even if you’re not a farmer,

programs like Supplemental Nutrition

Assistance Program (SNAP) and the Farmers

Market and Local Food Promotion Program

(FMLFPP) probably have real-world effects on

your life—especially in an agricultural city like

Albuquerque—whether or not you see them.

Which is why you should be deeply troubled

that the 2014 Farm Bill has expired, and

Congress hasn’t agreed on a new bill to take its

place.
Haven’t heard of the Farm Bill? The first

Farm Bill was introduced during the Great
Depression and intended as a funding safety net
for farmers during economic or weather-related
disasters, but it has expanded to include new
farmer grants, nutrition assistance and farmer
training programs. Congress votes on the bill
every five years, and it’s usually a highly
bipartisan bill that goes through the House and
the Senate without many changes and without
much of a hiccup. But things went a little
sideways this time. 

This year, when the Senate and the House
presented their versions of the bill in June, they
were vastly different. And after months of
voting and making amendments, they still
haven’t been able to come to an agreement.
That’s a big problem, since the old Farm Bill
expired at the start of October. Which,
according to farmer Olivia Watkins in North
Carolina, a member of the National Young
Farmers Coalition, “means the funding and
programs put into place are on hold due to an
inability to reach a negotiation consensus.” 

“People are on the side of farmers most of
the time,” says Casey Holland, owner of
Chispas Farm in the South Valley. “But on this
go around the House version and the Senate
version were two very different animals. The
House version wanted to completely defund
2501 [the Outreach and Assistance for Socially
Disadvantaged and Veteran Farmers and
Ranchers Program, a unique federally funded
program that aids farmers and ranchers of color]
and the Beginning Farmer and Rancher
Development Program—all these different
programs. The Senate bill didn’t.” One of the
most controversial aspects of the House bill has
been the introduction of new work
requirements for SNAP recipients—without
which the president may not sign the bill. And
while Congress goes back and forth on these
details, many farmers are left without the
critical funding, training and support they’ve
been relying on to run their farms.

Some of the “stranded” programs that are
suddenly without funding include the Organic
Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative,
which conducts research and education to help
organic farmers grow and market their produce
and the Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program, which is instrumental in preserving
farmland and making it affordable for
beginning farmers. For not only farmers but
scientists, researchers and other federal
employees, letting the Farm Bill lapse means
sudden layoffs and cuts in funding. 

The week of Nov. 12 to 15, 100 farmers
from the National Young Farmers Coalition—
including Olivia Watkins and Casey
Holland—flew to DC to lobby for a Farm Bill
that will swiftly bring back the federal funding
so desperately needed by young and beginning
farmers. NYFC gave a short training session on
the details of each of these programs, how to
effectively draft a narrative and how to
approach and negotiate with legislators—and
then sent the young farmers to work. The new
lobbyists spoke with their senators and
representatives about the programs that they
relied on, and how important it was to keep
them for future generations of farmers.

These individual stories are critical tools in
putting names and faces to the statistics that
legislators see all day. It can also educate them
about programs they didn’t know were
important or widely used—Senator Heinrich,
for instance, was surprised when he learned
how much of Rio Grande Valley farmers
income comes from farmers’ markets and the
Double Up Food Bucks program. And those
numbers aren’t specific to New Mexico,
either—one farm in South Carolina reported
that 20 to 25 percent of their profits this year
came in the form of SNAP dollars. The NYFC
members from New Mexico largely had a

receptive audience, but not everyone was so
lucky.

“There were some farmers who walked out of
these meetings in tears because they accidentally
let the term ‘climate change’ slip… I’m so glad I
live in New Mexico,” Holland said.
“[Congresswoman] Lujan Grisham is so down for
the cause. She walked into the room and said “I’m
here for you—what do you need?” And [Senator]
Heinrich too. I heard them both say they’re
supportive. Now I’m going to hold them
accountable.”

Of course, the push to get the Farm Bill passed
has gained some urgency since the midterm
elections, when it became apparent that the
House will switch to the Democrats next year.
While the NYFC is thrilled that there will soon be
resolution, there are some who would argue that
waiting to pass the bill until 2019 wouldn’t be the
worst thing. “I’m kind of hoping they don’t get it
together in time because it will be a totally be a
different bill now,” Holland says. But for the many
farmers that have been up a creek since the start of
October, any bill is better than no bill at this
point.

As always, calling your representative is a great
way to get your voice heard on the importance of
a strong Farm Bill. Visit 2018farmbill.org/action to
see talking points and sample phone call scripts, or
just let your congressperson know about how a
particular program under the Farm Bill impacts
you. If you wouldn’t be able to afford local produce
without SNAP benefits, make a noise. If your
niece/brother/favorite farmer relies on a federal
grant to get hoop houses, and other farm
infrastructure, let them hear about it. Talking to
legislators about the individual impact of these
programs on their constituents can make a huge
difference—“Otherwise, it’s just a bunch of
numbers,” says Holland. a

Why Hasn’t the New Farm Bill
Passed Yet?

And why should you care about it?

WEEKLY SPECIALS

BY ROBIN BABB

Kitchen Gifts on the Cheap
Of course we’ll be the first to encourage

you to buy your holiday gifts locally—but
if you’re shopping for a home cook, we

also want you to know that there are
some pretty good deals to be had on
cookware and kitcheny gifts on the

internet these days. Like, really good
deals. All the gifts here are under $25,

and they’re sure to please. You’re
welcome.

LAMPLIG cutting board
IKEA
$19.99
I saw this bamboo cutting board in a friend’s
house a few years ago and knew I had to get
one. The giant cutting surface is ideal if you’re
cooking in big batches, and the little lip on the
front end can hook onto your countertop to
prevent it from moving around while you chop.
I’ve come to rely on this thing so much for piling
up ingredients in my half-assed mise en place
routine that if you took it away from me, I don’t
think I would know how to cook anymore. The
best part, in my opinion: The nice big expanse of
woodgrain covers up any unfortunate counter
surfacing you might have. I know we don’t have
an IKEA here, y’all—I ordered mine online. Pay
the shipping. It’s worth it.

8-inch Chef’s Knife
Brandless
$3
I know every chef in the world is going to shout
me down for saying that a $3 chef’s knife is
worth anything, but here’s the wild truth of the
matter: It’s a good knife. I’m sure it doesn’t
compare to the multi-thousand dollar Santoku
knives that people spend their whole lives
learning to make or whatever, but I haven’t used
one of those knives. Because I don’t have a few
thousand dollars laying around. I have, though,
used $25 and $50 and $70 knives, and I will
heretically say that the Brandless chef’s knife
stands up next to them. I know you still don’t
believe me, but for $3 you can sure afford to find
out for yourself.

Fermentation Crock
Ohio Stoneware
Multiple sizes: 1 gallon for $21.99; 2 gallon for
$26.99; 3 gallon for $39.99; 5 gallon for
$59.99
I can guarantee you that your sister or nephew
or dad who loves to cook has really jumped onto
the fermentation craze. Sauerkraut, kimchi and
pickles—all that probiotic stuff is trending like
mad right now, and the tools involved have
inflated in price to match. Stoneware
fermentation crocks are stupid expensive to
order, mostly because they’re heavy and thus
shipping costs a lot. So here’s a little hack for
you: Ohio Stoneware crocks, available at Ace
Hardware stores, are much more reasonably
priced than most of the stuff you’re seeing on
Etsy, or even Ebay. Like, a one gallon crock is
only $21.99. If the store is out of the size you
want, ask them to order you one—which will still
save you the shipping cost.

3-Pack 3” Pinch Bowls
Cravings by Chrissy Teigan
$4.99
Don’t worry, I also didn’t know who Chrissy
Teigan was until very recently. But apparently
cooking is one of her things, so she now has this
line of kitchen tools and plateware called
Cravings that, frankly, all look cute as hell (and
all available at Target). Pinch bowls are crucial
for good mise en place when you’re following a
recipe, especially while baking—and the
different colors mean that you’ll remember
which one is salt and which one is sugar. These
stoneware bowls look way more expensive than
they are, meaning you can also use them for
sauces and dressings on the dinner table. a

NYFC farmers meeting in a hoop house NATIONAL YOUNG FARMERS COALITION
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FOOD | FARMER SPOTLIGHT

BY CHRISTINA HARTSOCK

W
hat makes a farmer unique? Is it the

farming practices they use, their

community involvement or the path

they took to become a farmer? New Mexico

has many vibrant farming personalities, and on

that list of distinctive people is Fidel Gonzalez.

During a visit to his South Valley home and

growing operation, I learned more about

Fidel’s journey into farming as well as his

interests in travel, music and dance.
Fidel grew up in Mexico City where he says

“all they grow there is concrete.” As a city boy
he had no interest in farming, but he was
curious about his indigenous roots and music.
He left Mexico when he was 22 years old, and
worked as a musician for a while, playing
guitar mostly. He then decided he wanted to
try to make a living as a musician, but without
having to travel all the time. He built a studio
in his home and became a recording artist.
Fidel continues to record music in his home,
but now his main gig is working the land.

Fidel doesn’t claim to come to farming on
altruistic terms; he was looking for a way to
pay the rent. While collaborating on a
documentary film about indigenous ways of life
over 12 years ago, an Apache friend
recommended that Fidel contact the
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)
to learn more about organic farming. All Fidel
knew previously about Quakers had to do with
oats and an eccentric manner of religious
worship.

The AFSC is a Quaker organization that
employs experienced farmers to share their
skills and knowledge with a younger
generation who were not raised with a
gardening or farming lifestyle. With the
AFSC, Fidel says, “I learned not only to farm,
but my mind was opened to looking at farming
as therapy, religion and as a sustainable
movement.” After his experience with the
AFSC, Fidel became more attracted to nature
and wanted to make a living out of farming. 

About four years ago he traveled to
southern India to learn more about
biodynamics, a holistic approach to agriculture
developed by scientist and philosopher Dr.
Rudolf Steiner. Biodynamic farming, although
organic, also employs a complex set of
principles and practices. For example,
preparing the soil, transplanting, cultivating
and harvesting crops involves observation of
the rhythms and cycles of the Earth and other
celestial bodies in our solar system. Fidel got
the fundamentals of this system of farming, but
felt it was too expensive to implement on a
consistent level. His approach to agriculture,
however, was heavily shaped by this
experience.

Fidel wants to make organic produce
accessible to more people, so he sells his
vegetables and micro greens at the Downtown
Farmer’s Market on Saturdays, works through
the South Valley Economic Development
Center to prepare boxes of produce for a
Community Supported Agriculture program
and for Albuquerque Public Schools. About a
year ago Fidel opened a store called Moktezu
Mart near UNM at Central and Harvard. His
intention was to provide students with
healthy, affordable food options and fresh,
organic produce. The market had a kitchen
where he prepared items such as burritos and
atole. Unfortunately, after a year Fidel closed
the market due to low sales. He says, “students
spend more money drinking alcohol than
eating right. They would rather eat processed
ramen than real food.” 

Fidel remains optimistic about a future
store in a better location. This is one of his
long-term goals, as is his desire to create a
year-round farmers market, and have more
restaurants and businesses buy from local
farmers. He hopes to increase the market for
local organic farmers. This year the Downtown
market was overloaded with farmers and had
to turn away over 25 people who were
interested in selling their produce. Clearly,
there is a plethora of local farmers who need
more opportunities and venues to sell their
products.

Finding ways to expand the market for
local, organic produce, even to college
students who may not appreciate it, is an
important goal of Fidel’s. It’s a wonder that he
can also juggle the skills and time it takes to be
an Aztec dancer, guitar player, recording artist
and community activist. However, what is
most unique about Fidel is his heart and the
way it drives him to share his interests with
the community. a

The Eclectic Farmer
Fidel Gonzalez on his path 

to becoming a farmer

Fidel Gonzalez in his greenhouse
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FILM | FILM REVIEW

Meow Wolf: Origin Story
Radical New Mexico art collective goes to the movies

Wolf was formed. From the get-go, members speak
of Meow Wolf as an amorphous entity beyond
them. Many call it “The Beast,” and talk about it as
“this entity that’s using us to channel itself into the
world.” Those who’ve immersed themselves in the
deep-dive mythology of “The House of Eternal
Return” may find a parallel to the exhibit’s
“Creative Anomaly,” the sentient extradimensional
force whose chaotic energy led to the creation of
that fractured abode hidden inside the bowling
alley.

But Meow Wolf isn’t all trippy philosophizing.
In fact it’s far more about bright bursts of expression.
Over the years we witness—thanks to a lot of great
archival footage—the creation of several
memorable installations. These culminate in the
creation of Meow Wolf’s “The Due Return,”
constructed inside SF’s Center for Contemporary
Arts back in 2011. This full-scale, interactive,
interdimensional pirate ship cemented Meow
Wolf’s reputation and taught them the value of not
merely creating magical worlds, but imagining the
beings that inhabit those worlds. Incorporating live
actors and a loose storyline into “The Due Return”
brought about the realization that “narrative is an
access point for people who don’t feel welcome at
art galleries.”

Though the film avoids editorializing on the
nature of art (art critics and writers were neither
consulted nor harmed during its creation), it does
touch briefly on the heart of Meow Wolf’s group
style. How do dozens of artists contribute to a single
work of art? It all boils down to “maximalism,”
which one artist describes as “way more stuff than
you think is actually going to be pleasing.” This
“everything and the kitchen sink approach”—

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Cinema Couture

It’s gift-giving time, and if you’re on the hunt for
something special to present to that local film
lover on you list, I have a suggestion. The
owners of the Guild Cinema, Albuquerque’s last
remaining independent movie theater have just
produced a limited number of Guild T-shirts. The
shirts, the very first of their kind, come in three
colors and feature two different designs. One is
the classic Guild logo and the other spotlights
the Guild’s iconic marquee. You can purchase
one of these T-shirts at the Guild box office
(3405 Central Ave. NE) for $25. The Guild is
raising money to upgrade its digital projection
system; so all money raised will go toward
making your moviegoing experience at the Guild
even better. Win, win! 

Soup ’s On!
The National Hispanic Cultural Center (1701
Fourth Street SW) presents a screening of the
Hispanic comedy-drama Tortilla Soup on
Thursday, Nov. 29 starting at 7pm. Inspired by
the Taiwanese film Eat Drink Man Woman, the
film concentrates on a widower and former chef-
owner of a gourmet restaurant who shares a
home with his three single adult daughters. The
cast of this 2001 film includes Hector Elizando,
Elizabeth Peña, Paul Rodriguez and Raquel
Welch. This is a free ticketed event. Tickets can
be picked up at the NHCC’s Bank of America
Theater box office starting one hour before
showtime. 

Story Time
New Mexico Women in Film and UNM
Continuing Education presents “The Power of
Story: Part 2—Expect the Unexpected” on
Sunday, Dec. 2 from 3 to 6pm at the UNMCE
Theatre and lobby (1634 University Blvd. NE).
Documentary filmmakers Barbara Bentree and
Jilann Spitzmiller are on hand to share clips and
conversations concerning their recent
productions. (Spitzmiller, for example, just co-
directed Meow Wolf: Origin Story, hitting
theaters this Thursday, Nov. 29.)
Storyteller/host Ramona King is also there to
guide audience members through this afternoon
of conversation and learning. Admission is $5
for NMWIF members and students and $10
general admission. For more info go to
nmwif.com. 

Get Brit
New Mexico PBS presents a special sneak
preview screening of Masterpiece Theater’s
Season 3 premiere of “Victoria.” Jenna Coleman
returns as the young but fearless British
monarch, facing down a revolution in Europe.
The event gets started 7pm on Monday, Dec. 3
at the Lensic Performing Arts Center in Santa
Fe (211 W. San Francisco Street). Tickets are
free, but seating is limited. To secure your spot
in advance, go to lensic.org/events. Victorian
costumes are encouraged! a

combined with large-scale, long-term, not-for-sale
art—gives Meow Wolf its unique creative kick.

Of course, even the realization of their ultimate
artistic style and purpose didn’t put Meow Wolf on
an easy path to success. Throughout its tale, Origin
Story points out the stumbling blocks inherent in
transforming an anarchic, “radically inclusive” punk
rock art collective into a successful enterprise.
Fights arise, factions form, people leave, friendships
are tested, broken and mended. And yet, the
vision—that mythical “Beast”—persists. There’s
even a teary-eyed touch of drama in the story of
David Loughridge, whose struggle with mental
illness helps reunite the disparate factions of Meow
Wolfers just in time for their greatest success.

Eventually, of course, the group comes up with
the crazy idea of building a multimillion dollar,
permanent, interactive art exhibit. The sweat
equity (not to mention the massive financial
burden) that went into creating The House of
Eternal Return is well covered in Origin Story’s final
third. It’s in this section that we’re introduced to yet
another New Mexico treasure, author George R.R.
Martin, whose generous and far-sighted financial
investment made The House of Eternal Return a
possibility.

Intended as a rousing, inspirational tale of
outside-the-box artistic success, the film doesn’t
dwell on any of the fringe issues that have
haunted Meow Wolf—questions of gentrification,
commercialization and burgeoning tourism. And,
as mentioned earlier, there are no so-called “art
experts” to put any of this in perspective. The
closest we get is the director of the CCA, who
notes that Meow Wolf’s transformative “Due
Return” show lured in a wide range of people you
don’t normally see in an art gallery.

Perhaps, when the cultural epitaph is carved
in stone centuries from now, that’s what the
legacy of Meow Wolf will be: an exuberant
collective outburst of art that was “radically
inclusive” in terms of creators and audience.
Meow Wolf: Origin Story contributes mightily to
those ends, spreading the gospel of
extradimensional anarcho-punk maximalism to
this particular corner of the cosmos. a

Meow Wolf Origin Story
Written and directed by Morgan Capps 

& Jilann Spitzmiller

Starring Matt King, Vince Kadlubek, Caity Kennedy,

Megan Maher, George R.R. Martin

Opens Thursday 11/29

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

N
ew Mexico’s homegrown success story, the
radical arts collective known as Meow Wolf,
continues its rocket ship ride to intergalactic

success with a documentary feature chronicling the
group’s circuitous rise to fame. Energetically
directed by Meow Wolf associate Morgan Capps
and Santa Fe Community College adjunct professor
Jilann Spitzmiller, Meow Wolf: Origin Story is a
certified homegrown sensation from top to bottom.
The film now is being distributed nationally
through Fathom Events as part of a one-night only
screening, taking place Thursday, Nov. 29. The film
screens locally, starting at 7:30pm, at Regal
Cottonwood 16, Century 14 Downtown and Regal
Winrock 16. Fans both casual and hardcore—
basically anyone who’s made the trek up to Santa
Fe to marvel at Meow Wolf’s psychedelic roadside
attraction The House of Eternal Return—are
advised to take the opportunity to grow closer to
this mysterious band of art monsters. 

The group, consisting of well over a hundred
artists and countless volunteers, is most famous for
that multimillion dollar installation constructed out
of an old bowling alley off Cerrillos Road. The
extradimensional funhouse known as The House of
Eternal Return was a smash success the second it
opened and is now allowing Meow Wolf to expand
into other cities like Denver and Las Vegas. But the
origins of Meow Wolf stretch back decades into
Santa Fe’s storied past. Like The Avengers, but with
fewer superpowers and more hot glue guns, Origin
Story introduces audiences to a scrum of artist
types—Matt King, Vince Kadlubek, Benji Geary,
Caity Kennedy, Sean Di Ianni, Corvas Brinkerhoff,
Quinn Tincher, Megan Maher, David Loughridge,
to name a few—and shows how they combined
their forces for the good of humanity.

A mix of founding members and “first gen”
Meow Wolfers reminisce about the early days,
massed into a quartet of tumbledown houses in
Santa Fe, hosting house parties and music shows
and painting on every surface they could find.
Eventually the group expanded outward into a
warehouse space and the legend that was Meow

Needs more glitter.
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TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

SATURDAY 1

The Ice Pirates (TCM 2am) Robert Urich,
Anjelica Huston, Ron Perlman, John
Matuszak and John Carradine star in this
dopey-yet-somehow-beloved sci-fi cult
comedy from 1984.

SUNDAY 2

“Discovery LIVE: Into the Blue Hole”
(Discovery 2pm) Sir Richard Branson
and Fabien Cousteau, grandson of
ocean explorer Jacques Cousteau, take a
submersible to the bottom of a deep-ass
skinkhole off the coast of Belize. 

“Garth: Live at Notre Dame!” (KRQE-13
7pm) Garth Brooks does the holiday
concert thing.

“Nightflyers” (Syfy 8pm) George R.R.
Martin’s 1980 sci-fi novella about an
expeditionary space ship that becomes
the nexus of some terrifying and violent
events gets expanded into a 10-part TV
series.

“The 2018 National Christmas Tree
Lighting” (Ovation/Reelz 8pm) Country
rock duo Locash, Christian
singer/songwriter Matthew West and the
Dominican Sisters of Mary are among
the handful of performers who agreed to
set foot on the grounds of the White
House for this year’s celebration. If it’s
cold, Trump probably won’t come outside
anyway.

“The Victoria’s Secret Fashion Show
Holiday Special” (KOAT-7 9:01pm) The
venerable lingerie company may have
lost most of its market share and its CEO
this year, but at least scantily clad
models will be strutting down the runway

in primetime to the music of The
Chainsmokers and Kelsea
Ballerini.

MONDAY 3

“Pop Up Santa Holiday Special”
(Freeform 7:30pm) The Disney-
owned Freeform (formerly ABC
Family Channel, formerly Fox
Family Channel, formerly The
Family Channel) celebrates the
holiday by having various channel
stars show up in public and give
out gift cards to random strangers.

“Deal or No Deal—Happy Howie
Days” (KOB-4 9pm) Howie
Mandel hosts a primetime revival
of the old gameshow “Deal or No
Deal.” … I’m gonna say “no deal.”

TUESDAY 4

“Legends of the Lost With Megan
Fox” (Travel 6pm) Transformers
actress Megan Fox teams up with
Travel Channel for a four-part
(don’t strain yourself there, Meg)
documentary series exploring the
“ancient mysteries, legends and
lore of civilizations past.” 

WEDNESDAY 5

“Border Live” (Discovery 7pm)
Discovery sends its cameras to
provide live coverage of the Border
Patrol as it sweeps our southern
border, tear gas in tow. Hey, if
you’re gonna be exploitative, you
might as well be timely. a

THURSDAY 29

“LEGO Jurassic World: The Secret
Exhibit” (KOB-4 7pm) Jurassic World
gets an animated prequel thanks to
the joke-slingers at LEGO.

“The Wonderful World of Disney:
Magical Holiday Celebration” (KOAT-
7 8pm) “Dancing With the Stars:
Junior” winner Jordan Fisher, sitcom
actress Sarah Hyland and sportscaster
Jesse Palmer meet up with performers
Gwen Stefani, Meghan Trainor, Blacc
Aloe and Andrea Bocelli to remind you
that a trip to one of several Disneyland
resorts would make a fine Christmas
gift for the whole family.

FRIDAY 30

“1983” (Netflix streaming anytime)
Described as a “dark alt-history
thriller,” this Polish series follows a
naïve law student and a world-weary
detective as they uncover a conspiracy
that has tyrannized their country for
decades.

“Muppet Bables: A Very Muppet
Babies Christmas” (Disney 8am)
Disney’s reboot of the beloved ’80s
cartoon embraces the holiday.

For the Honor of
Grayskull!

“She-Ra and the Princesses of Power” on Netflix

B
ack in 1983 Mattel transformed its Masters
of the Universe toy line into a successful
cartoon series. “He-Man and the Masters of

the Universe” ran from 1983 to 1985 and
continued to air in syndication and on USA
Network until 1990. Still popular, the show’s 65
episodes are available for streaming on Netflix.
The show was such a hit with young boys that
Mattel and the Filmation studio cooked up a
girl-centric spin-off in the form of “She-Ra:
Princess of Power.” That show concentrated on
Prince Adam/He-Man’s twin sister Princess
Adora, who also had a sword and also
transformed into a muscular hero. It was
basically “He-Man,” but gender-swapped and
with more rainbow-colored sidekicks. Believe it
or not, the show produced 93 episodes—more
than “He-Man and the Masters of the
Universe” managed. Adding insult to injury,
He-Man got a short-lived reboot with the all-
but-forgotten 1990 to ’91 series “The New
Adventures of He-Man.” But She-Ra is going
strong again thanks to Netflix’ newly revitalized
“She-Ra and the Princesses of Power.” 

The new series looks and feels entirely
different from what you ogled back in
elementary school. Gone is the rainbows-and-
steroids look of the original after-school toon.
Netflix’ version replaces it with some
American-style anime-lite animation, along the
lines of Cartoon Network’s “Ben 10.” Though
the characters are simplified (and slimmed
down), the backgrounds feature some
impressively detailed elements. Those familiar
with the work of French artist Jean Giraud
Moebius (Azrach) or Japanese artist Masamune
Shirow (Appleseed) will recognize the sci-
fi/fantasy vibe the show is reaching for.

“She-Ra and the Princesses of Power” also
features a far more diverse cast and—like CN’s
“Stephen Universe”—a number of the

characters read as quietly gender-fluid and
LGBT-friendly. Credit the series’ showrunner
and creator Noelle Stevenson (best known as
the Eisner Award-winning creator behind indie
comics Nimona and Lumberjanes) for the
progressive update.

The show’s general plot finds teenaged
Adora (Aimee Carrero) being raised as an
orphan by The Horde, a militaristic order that
rules the planet Etheria. Unknown to her, the
Horde and its leaders are evil aliens bent on
conquering Etheria. But Adora, raised in a
cloistered Ender’s Game-like environment, has
been brainwashed into thinking that Etheria’s
peaceful inhabitants are the evil ones. It’s a
thorny ethical situation “She-Ra and the
Princesses of Power” sets up. Eventually, of
course, Adora finds a magic sword, figures out
her secret history and leads a group of super-
powered princesses in a rebellion against The
Horde. 

The show spends a lot of time setting up its
characters and their relationships, which come
across as pleasingly complex. The newly “woke”
She-Ra’s prime foe, in fact, turns out to be her
former best friend, the impetuous and amoral
young soldier Catra—who is more than aware
of The Horde’s manipulative brainwashing, but
just doesn’t care. Despite concentrating mostly
on characters and continuing storylines, “She-
Ra” plays as a zippy, action-packed half-hour.

Bottom Line: Netflix’s “She-Ra” isn’t the
“She-Ra” you grew up on. Instead, it’s a re-
imagined, entirely re-energized, top-down
revamp of the animated standby. In fact, it may
be the first ’80s reboot to eschew easy nostalgia
(aimed at parents) for contemporary relevance
(aimed at actual kids). a

“She-Ra and the Princesses of Power” Season 1 is
available for streaming now on Netflix.

STEP UP
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Superman (1978)
Richard Donner’s high-flying hit returns to theaters for
a 40th anniversary screening. The late, great Christo-
pher Reeve stars as Superman/Clark Kent. 155 min-
utes. PG. (Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX)

STILL PLAYING

Bohemian Rhapsody
Rami Malek (“Mr. Robot”) takes on the task of em-
bodying theatrical rock icon Freddie Mercury in this
entertaining but uncomplicated musical biopic chroni-
cling the years leading up to Queen’s legendary ap-
pearance at the Live Aid concert. Bryan Singer (The
Usual Suspects, X-Men) directs. 134 minutes. PG-13.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque
12, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Boy Erased
Aussie actor Joel Edgerton (Animal Kingdom, The Great
Gatsby) writes and directs this drama based on Gar-
rard Conley’s painful memoir. Russell Crowe and Nicole
Kidman are the devoutly religious parents of a teenage
boy (Lucas Hedges) forced to participate in a church-
sponsored gay conversion program. 114 minutes. R.
(Century 14 Downtown)

Creed II
Writer-director Ryan Coogler and star Michael B. Jor-
dan’s savvy reboot of the Rocky series (focusing on the
son of Rocky Balboa’s old rival) returns with the next,
logical follow-up. Seems that young Adonis Creed (Jor-
dan) is back in the ring and battling the son of Rocky’s
other major opponent, Russian monster Ivan Drago
(Dolph Lundgren—who, like Sylvester Stallone, is also
hanging out for a bit). 130 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Flix Brewhouse, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch
I mean, we already had the TV version narrated by
Boris Karloff (1966) and the live-action version with
Jim Carrey (2000). So why not a 3D CGI-animated ver-
sion? Here, Brit Benedict Cumberbatch voices our
hairy party pooper, stealing Christmas from all the
Whos down in Whoville. Angela Lansbury voices the
Mayor of Whoville. Pharrell Williams narrates. It’s from
the studio that gave us the Despicable Me franchise
and The Secret Life of Pets. Reviewed in v27 i46. 90
minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood
Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald
The first Harry Potter spinoff movie ended with intrigu-
ing villain Colin Farrell transforming into Johnny Depp

RETURNING

A Bad Moms Christmas (2017)
In this sequel to the raunchy 2016 hit, overworked,
under-appreciated Mila Kunis, Kathryn Hahn and Kris-
ten Bell are back and being visited by their overbear-
ing mothers (Susan Sarandon, Christine Baranski and
Cheryl Hines) for the holidays. R. (Century Rio)

A Christmas Story (1983)
Still one of the funniest holiday films ever made, this
cult classic is based on the warped nostalgic musings
of humorist Jean Shepherd. Peter Billingsley is forever
enshrined as the Depression-era kid eager to get his
hands on a Red Ryder BB gun for Christmas. 94 min-
utes. PG. (Flix Brewhouse)

Home Alone (1990)
Yeah, Macaulay Culkin was cute once. In this child-
hood fave, he gets left behind over the Christmas holi-
days by his horribly negligent parents and must fight
off a couple of bumbling burglars with cartoony vio-
lence. In real life this story would be way less funny.
103 minutes. PG. (Flix Brewhouse)

Jingle All the Way (1996)
Arnold Schwarzenegger and Sinbad star in this kinda,
sorta, not-really holiday classic. Arnie is a dad who
wants to buy his kid a Turbo Man action figure. But
they’re sold out. So the quest is on. Lots of wacky slap-
stick ensues. 89 minutes. PG. (Flix Brewhouse)

Miracle on 34th Street (1947)
Maureen O’Hara, John Payne, Edmund Gwenn and a
very young Natalie Wood star in this seasonal classic
in which a department store Santa goes to court to
prove he’s the real deal. Always a heart-tugger. 96 min-
utes. Unrated. (Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
(1989)
The Griswold clan ends up hosting redneck Cousin
Eddie for Christmas in this holiday favorite. Chevy
Chase, Beverly D’Angelo, Juliette Lewis, Johnny Galecki,
Randy Quaid and Julia Louis-Dreyfus star. 97 minutes.
PG-13. (Flix Brewhouse)

Office Christmas Party (2016)
When his uptight CEO sister (Jennifer Aniston) decides
to shut down the company on the eve of the holidays,
a branch manager (T.J. Miller) decides to throw one
last epic Christmas rager in order to woo some big-
money clients. Jason Bateman, Olivia Munn, Kate
McKinnon, Courtney B. Vance and Rob Corddry round
out the cast of this crude, drunken, full frontal nudity-
filled romp. 105 minutes. R. (Flix Brewhouse)

The Polar Express (2004)
The simple story of this computer-generated toon has
a skeptical kid boarding a magical train to the North
Pole and meeting Santa Claus. The “photo-realistic”
CGI was faintly impressive from a technical perspective
way back in 2004, but is still flat-out creepy to watch.
100 minutes. G. (Flix Brewhouse, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

in a crazy wig, makeup and contact lenses. Frankly, the
world didn’t need another over-the-top Johnny Depp
character. But we’ve got it anyway. Seems that wizard-
ing bigwig Albus Dumbledore (Jude Law) has sent shy
magical zoologist Newt Scamander (Eddie Redmayne)
off on a quest to find a missing magic-user before evil
Gellert Grindlewald (Depp) does … eh, I don’t know.
This convoluted tale is all set-up and exposition, feel-
ing exactly like what it is: chapter two of an already
overly long five-part story. 134 minutes. PG-13. (Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

The Front Runner
Hugh Jackman stars as presidential candidate Gary
Hart, whose self-emolation in the during the 1988
campaign is the stuff of legends. Director Jason Reit-
man (Thanks You For Smoking, Juno, Up In The Air)
plays this biopic mostly straight and narrow but raises
more questions than it can answer about Hart’s down-
fall. 113 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Century 14 Down-
town, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema)

Goosebumps 2: Haunted Halloween
Between this series and The House With a Clock In Its
Walls, Jack Black is turning into the king of kiddie hor-
ror. Here, he reprises his campy turn as (real life) kid’s
book author R.L. Stine, called upon to save the day
when a string of supernatural horrors threaten to derail
Halloween. 90 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

Green Book
A working-class, Italian-American bouncer (Viggo
Mortenesen) from New York City finds himself acting as
chauffeur for a wealthy black concert pianist (Maher-
shala Ali) as he goes on a tour of the segregated Jim
Crow South in 1962. This family friendly tale of dis-
crimination clearly flips the script on the Driving Miss
Daisy formula. But director Peter Farrelly (who, along
with his brother, gave us Dumb and Dumber and
There’s Something About Mary) directs with compas-
sion and humor. 130 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

Instant Family
Writer-director Sean Anders (Daddy’s Home, Daddy’s
Home Two) reunites with Mark Wahlberg for more
heartwarming ha-has. A couple (Wahlberg, Rose
Byrne) adopts three orphaned kids. Hijinks ensue. 119
minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Life and Nothing More
A 14-year-old black kid (Andrew Bleechington), stand-
ing on the edge of adulthood and teetering between
freedom and jail yearns for purpose in today’s Amer-

NEW

2.0
This could be the craziest damn sci-fi action thriller
ever shot in India. (It’s definitely the most expensive at
$76 million.) From the looks of it, cell phones are fly-
ing out of people’s hands, joining forces and merging
into giant robot monsters. No, really. Who can save us
but a mad scientist and his super-powered “andro-hu-
manoid” in sunglasses (Rajinikanth)? Yup, this is a se-
quel to 2010’s nutty Astro
Boy/Robocop/Terminator/Iron Man mash-up Enthi-
ran. Presented in Tamil, Hindi and Telugu versions with
English subtitles. 148 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Wednesday 11/28 at Century Rio)

Cherry Reel Film Festival
UNM’s Southwest Film Center presents a collection of
this year’s best local student films. Audiences are
asked to check out the offerings while judges award
prizes to the top entries. A reception follows in the Stu-
dent Union Building atrium. Unrated. (Opens Saturday
12/1 at SUB Theater)

The International Uranium Film Festival
2018
Uranium and nuclear power remain an issue for the
Navajo Nation, which has suffered for decades be-
cause of uranium mining. The International Uranium
Film Festival returns to the U.S. Southwest in an effort
to keep people informed and aware. This Albuquerque
outing of the festival features several short films, in-
cluding “Dii’go to Baahaane: Three Stories About
Water.” Those are followed by a panel discussion with
filmmakers Shri Prakash and a number of local com-
munity activists. The evening rounds out with the fea-
ture-length documentary Nabikei, in which Prakesh
chronicles the dangerous legacy of uranium mining
among the indigenous nations of the Southwest. Un-
rated. (Opens Thursday 12/6 at Guild Cinema)

The Love That Would Not Die
Shot on an iPhone, this no-budget, puppet-powered
post-apocalyptic musical centers on Stan, the sole
survivor of a zombie outbreak and his loyal pet, Sock
Dog. Also there’s a time-traveling kid who may hold the
secret to ending the zombie plague. This locally made
madness is followed by The Love That Would Not Die:
Part 2—Synthesize Me. This one picks up from the last
cliffhanger outing, following the gang’s efforts to save
the world from zombies, evil scientists and a glam
punk diva name Lydia. Director Devon Hawkes Ludlow
will be on and to introduce the double feature. 75
minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 11/30 at Guild Cin-
ema)

Mirai
In this warm and colorful fantasy-drama out of Japan,
a 4-year-old boy discovers a magical garden where he
meets his as-yet-unborn younger sister Mirai, who is
now a teenage girl and has traveled back in time to
see him. Their adventures together help the young lad
cope with the idea of having a baby sibling. Highly re-
garded writer-director Mamoru Hosoda (The Girl Who
Leaped Through Time, Wolf Children, Summer Wars,
The Boy and the Beast) helms this all-ages anime. Pre-
sented in English dubbed and English subtitled ver-
sions. 98 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Thursday 11/29
at Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

Museo
Inspired by true events, this intelligent crime caper
centers on a couple of thirtysomething pals (Gael Gar-
cía Bernal, Leonardo Ortizgris), still living with their par-
ents in suburban Mexico City, who decide to finally
distinguish themselves. Unfortunately, their plan is to
pull off the biggest heist in Mexican history, stealing
the most famous cultural artifacts from the National
Anthropology Museum. Once the magnitude of their
crime settles in, they embark on a trouble-laden,
cross-country quest to unload the loot. In Spanish with
English subtitles. 128 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Satur-
day 12/1 at Guild Cinema)

The Possession of Hannah Grace
The movie industry really can go a month without at
least one cheap exorcism thiller. This one takes the
standard-issue story a step further. Following a deadly
exorcism, the corpse of a possessed young woman is
taken to the city morgue where a cop fresh out of
rehab (Stana Katic from “Castle”) is working the night
shift. Naturally, she’s now forced to deal with a string of
bizarre and violent supernatural incidents. 85 minutes.
R. (Opens Thursday 11/29 at Century Rio, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium
16, AMC Albuquerque 12)

A Bad Mom Christmas
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out stadium rock star who discovers a golden-voiced
ingénue (Lady Gaga) whom he mentors to stardom.
(Only to find himself eclipsed and drowning his sor-
rows in booze.) Lady Gaga is a revelation as both a
natural actress and as a stripped-down singer. Unfor-
tunately, the film’s first half (featuring lots of romance,
concert footage and dreams coming true) is better
than the second half (all bad behavior, melodrama
and weeping). Reviewed in v27 i40. 135 minutes. R.
(Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Venom
Tom Hardy (The Dark Knight Rises, Mad Max: Fury
Road) stars in this loose spin-off of Marvel’s Spider-
Man universe. Hardy plays an investigative reporter
who finds himself infected by an alien parasite that
gives him superpowers but urges him to do bad, bad
things. The tone flops around a bit, from dark super-
hero drama to goofy B-movie comedy. Fans of late-
’80s/early-’90s Todd McFarlane comics are the most
receptive audience. 112 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX)

Widows
Steve McQueen (12 Years a Slave) co-writes and di-
rects this crime thriller based on the novel by Gillian
Flynn (Gone Girl, Sharp Objects). After three women
(Viola Davis, Michelle Rodriquez, Elizabeth Debicki) are
left widowed by their husbands’ botched criminal ca-
reers, a nasty crime boss leans on the ladies to make
up for their spouses’ two million dollar screw-up. With
no other recourse, the ladies transform themselves
into a criminal crew and plot out a multimillion-dollar
heist. 129 minutes. R. (Century 14 Downtown, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque
12, Century Rio)

Wildlife
Actor Paul Dano (There Will Be Blood) turns writer-di-
rector to adapt Richard Ford’s snow globe of a novel.
Ed Oxenbould (of the cult films The Visit and Better
Watch Out) stars as a teenager mutely observing the
meltdown of his parents’ marriage in suburban Helena,
Mont., circa 1960. Jake Gyllenhaal is the dad who
loses his job and ditches out on his responsibilities by
volunteering as a forest fire fighter for the summer.
Carey Mulligan is the mom who cozies up to an older
local banker who smells like security. Very little hap-

pens, storywise, but Dano offers some autumnal cine-
matography and some fly-on-the-wall anthropology of
mid-century American family values. 104 minutes. PG-
13. (Guild Cinema)

SECOND RUN

Crazy Rich Asians
Middle class native New Yorker Rachel (Constance Wu
from “Fresh Off the Boat”) heads to Singapore to meet
her humble boyfriend’s family. Much to her surprise, he
turns out to be the scion of one of the wealthiest fami-
lies in Asia. This charming, funny, romantic and ri-dic-
ulously opulent rom-com is based on the book by
Kevin Kwan. 120 minutes. PG-13. (Movies 8, Movies
West)

The Girl in the Spider’s Web
Stieg Larsson’s Girl With the Dragon Tattoo series gets
yet another soft reboot. Seems that
superhacker/punk-rock Batgirl Lisbeth Salander
(Claire Foy from “The Crown”) and journalist Mikael
Blomkvist (Sverrir Gudnason) run afoul of a secret
criminal organization run by Lisbeth’s long-lost evil psy-
cho genius twin sister (Sylvia Hoeks). 117 minutes. R.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

Halloween
This direct sequel to John Carpenter’s 1978 original
slasher sticks with the formulaic rules, but boasts a
mildly proactive twist. Poor, traumatized “final girl” Lau-
rie Strode (Jamie Lee Curtis) has spent the last 40
years transforming herself into a badass survivalist pa-
tiently plotting Michael’s death. 106 minutes. R.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

The Hate U Give
Suddenly ubiquitous “YA-book-turned-teen-movie” star
Amandla Stenberg (The Hunger Games; Everything,
Everything; The Darkest Minds) headlines this dra-
matic adaptation of Angie Thomas’ novel about a
young girl who witnesses the fatal shooting of her best
friend at the hands of police. 133 minutes. PG-13.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

The House With a Clock in Its Walls
This fast-paced, family-oriented, ’50s-set fantasy
(based on the book by John Bellairs) finds a young or-
phan moving in with his warlock of an uncle (Jack
Black) and helping him on his quest through a magi-
cal mansion to locate a supernatural clock that could
bring about the Apocalypse. 104 minutes. PG. (Movies
8, Movies West)

Hunter Killer
Gerard Butler, Gary Oldman and Common star in this
generic action thriller about an American submarine
captain who teams with US Navy SEALs to rescue the
Russian president, who has been kidnapped by a
rogue general. 121 minutes. R. (Movies 8)

Incredibles 2
After 14 years Pixar returns to the Parr family, the clan
of superpowered folks who fought off enforced retire-
ment. Now the family is thrown for a loop when mom
Elastigirl (Holly Hunter) is recruited by a high-profile,
Avengers-style team, leaving dad Mr. Incredible (Craig
T. Nelson) to play Mr. Mom to his superpowered kids—
including wonder baby Jack-Jack. 118 minutes. PG-
13. (Movies 8, Movies West)

The Meg
Bald bad-ass Jason Statham (The Transporter) is a
deep sea rescue expert called upon to save some
oceanographers trapped in an experimental sub at the
bottom of the Mariana Trench. Unfortunately, the res-
cue effort ticks off a very large, very prehistoric shark,
who proceeds to deliver his best Jaws imitation. Re-
viewed in v27 i32. 113 minutes. PG-13. (Movies West)

The Nun
Fans of The Conjuring universe films should be happy
with another ghostly spin-off/sequel (after 2017’s
Annabelle: Creation). This one finds “a priest with a
haunted past” and “a novice on the threshold of her
final vows” heading to Romania to confront the spec-
tral figure of a demonic nun. Nuns are scary, right? 96
minutes. R. (Movies 8)

Smallfoot
A community of mountain-dwelling Yeti are uncon-
vinced when one of their members (voiced by Chan-
ning Tatum) spots a mythical “Smallfoot” (a human
being) in this computer-animated comedy from Warner
Animation Group (makers of The Lego Movie). 96 min-
utes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)

ica. This raw, cinéma vérité indie—set in Florida—hovers
between family drama and social criticism. It’s best
when it sticks with the former, and a tad preachy when
it flirts with the latter. But the non-pro cast gives it
some powerful weight. 114 minutes. Unrated. (Guild
Cinema)

Night School
A grown-up loser (Kevin Hart) goes back to night
school in hopes of earning his GED. But he falls in love
with the teacher (Tiffany Haddish) instead. Like ya do.
111 minutes. PG-13. (Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

The Nutcracker and the Four Realms
No one who has ever sat through a performance of The
Nutcracker has done so for the slim-to-nonexistent
story (something about a little girl opening Christmas
presents, a dancing nutcracker who’s really a prince, a
bunch of evil mice and a Sugar Plum Fairy). Here, Dis-
ney tries to amp up the fantasy to Oz The Great and
Powerful levels. This involves lots and lots and lots of
computer animation. Mackenzie Foy (The Twilight
Saga: Breaking Dawn) stars. Helen Mirren, Kiera
Knightley and Morgan Freeman are in there some-
where too, wearing crazy wigs. 99 minutes. PG. (Cen-
tury Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood
Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Of Fathers and Sons
Talal Derki, director of the Sundance Film Festival
award-winning documentary Return to Homs, heads
back to his homeland of Syria to follow a radical Is-
lamist family for two years. Sharing their daily lives,
Derki concentrates his camera on the children, provid-
ing rare and chilling insight into what it means to grow
up with a father whose only dream is to establish an
Islamic caliphate. In Arabic with English subtitles. 99
minutes. Unrated. (Guild Cinema)

Overlord
During World War II, a group of American soldiers (in-
cluding Kurt Russell’s offspring Wyatt) is shot down
over Nazi-occupied France, but must complete its mis-
sion or the invasion of Normandy can’t happen. The
assignment? Defeat an army of nasty zombies created
by Nazi scientists. The elements of this action-horror
outing may be familiar, but at least the director (Aus-
tralian up-and-comer Julius Avery) treats it seriously,
eschewing camp for intense B-movie thrills. 109 min-
utes. R. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Pokémon The Movie: I Choose You!
This flashback animated feature goes back to the
roots of the Pokémon game/anime franchise, showing
how 10-year-old Ash Ketchum became a Pokémon
trainer and got his first Pokémon from Professor Oak.
This one’s obviously aimed at longtime fans. 95 min-
utes. G. (AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Pokémon the Movie: The Power of Us
This 2018 Japanese animated feature, the 21st in the
Pokémon movie series, is actually the second film in
the rebooted anime series. It is a sequel to 2017’s
Pokémon the Movie: I Choose You! and takes place in
a universe separate from the TV series. Fans probably
understand what this all means. Storywise, we find Ash
and Pikachu meeting some new friends while waiting
for the legendary Pokémon Lugia to appear at the
“Wind Festival” in Fura City. 105 minutes. Unrated.
(Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Ralph Breaks the Internet
Wreck-It Ralph (2012) was a nostalgic, surprisingly
sweet flashback about video game characters come to
life. For this animated sequel, computerized heavy-
turned-hero Ralph (voiced by John C. Reilly) sets out
on a spoof-filled journey to the internet with pal Vanel-
lope von Schweetz (Sarah Silverman). 112 minutes.
PG. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brew-
house, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Robin Hood
Does the world need another snarky, pseudo-mod-
ernist retelling of the Robin Hood story? Probably not.
But here come Taron Edgerton (Robin Hood), Jamie
Foxx (Little John) and Jamie Dornan (Will Scarlet) to
do just that. Don’t worry; there’s lots and lots and lots
of frantic, explosive, video game-inspired action. 116
minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque)

A Star Is Born
Bradley Cooper (the Hangover films) turns writer-direc-
tor-star in this remake of the remake of the remake of
the remake of A Star Is Born. Cooper plays the burned-

Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058
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MUSIC | SHOW UP!

Here All of the Time
Music, memories and Manhigh

BY AUGUST MARCH

“T
ake a walk through the land of
shadows/ Take a walk through the
peaceful meadows/ Don’t look so

disappointed/ It isn’t what you hoped for, is it?/
There’s a party in my mind/ And I hope it
never stops/ I’m stuck here in this seat/ I might
not stand up/ Other people can go home/
Other people they will split/ I’ll be here all the
time/ No, I can never quit/ Everything is very
quiet/ Everyone has gone to sleep/ I’m wide
awake on memories/ These memories can’t
wait.”—“Memories Can’t Wait,” the last song
on side two of an album called Fear of Music.

Okay, I know I’ve used this one before, but
it’s important. Besides perfectly catching the
dichotomy of feels that the holiday season
often induces in its human celebrants, the
song has significance as an artifact of a certain
lifestyle that is directly related to rocanrol;
from its defiant rejection of normative time-
keeping to a glancing but still determined
reverence of the past, this tune speaks in the
language of the followers of rock music, even
as the title of the larger work and some of the
songs that follow imply that listeners should
fear that same force. Put that in your concert-
going pipe and inhale deeply as you head out,
following further demonstrations of a similar
creed.

Thursday
I totally dig it when I run into a flyer fancily or
frenetically filled with the names of bands to
which I have not yet been exposed. Carrying
out the disease vector metaphor one more step
involves invoking infection, a thing which I
will gladly do here in order to lay the news
upon you all of a gig featuring Tone Ranger,
Big Hen, The Dimensions and Karen. That’s
because some of them are from Santa, yo: Alex
Simon is the force behind Tone Ranger, an
ambient dance project with neo-Western
flourishes. Contrariwise, Big Hen might signal
some sort of barnyard experimentalism as the
ensemble features members of Bigawatt as well
as the incomparable Henry Hutchinson of
Chicharra. Meanwhile Karen, a relatively new
disco-pop/psych duo, comprised of Jessica
Chao and Amanda Dannae rounds out this
bill which also features The Dimensions, who
are rockers outta Flagstaff, Ariz. They are all
playing at Launchpad (618 Central Ave. SW)
on Thursday, Nov. 29. The new happens on
Thursday, rock hounds: be there or be more
than 90 degrees in orientation. 8pm • $5 •
21+.

Friday Part I
Zone Out is the name of one of the
ubiquitously entertaining DJ nights held at
Sister (407 Central Ave. NW) a known
repository of hipsters and consequently, the
ultra groovy music that emanates from the

various electronic devices they utilize in their
expansive interactions with the universe. That
said, the highly danceable iteration of that
event, happening on Friday, Nov. 30, also
features los dos musicos mas mágico, Tropa
Magica! Formerly known as Thee Commons,
this unit de sonido is composed of David and
Rene Pacheco. The two brothers rock it hard
with cumbia rhythms distilled through a surfy
sound that is as much audaciously Latino as it
is transgressively punk. They’ve already caught
the notice of LA Weekly and have appeared at
Coachella and Tropicalia. Sounds like you
oughta go to this one, carnales; it’ll be like a
psychedelic Mexican carnival in the desert! I
like that. 9pm • $5 • 21+.

Friday Part II
If you had told me back in the ’80s—when I
was in high school over at the golden city—
that a whole band from California would name
itself after the composer of the songs “A Boy
Named Sue” and “The Cover of Rolling
Stone” I swear I would have taken a mighty
toke, waved my finger in the air like it was a
flag and yelled Silverstein! … Then I would
have laughed the hearty but worn guffaw of
one who had to read and write an essay on The
fucking Giving Tree, just to get a passing grade
in English class. Anyway, I’m like totally
smashed to pieces to discover that said
ensemble will be playing, along with one of my
very other favorite emo monstrosities, the
wind up, cardboard empire scremo lads from
Hawthorne Heights, at Sunshine Theater
(120 Central Ave. SW) on Friday, Nov. 30.
What follows at this show will be cosmically
sad yet comically profound. That’s what emo is
all about, I’ve finally discovered—after asking
some emotionally fragile cis-gendered single
males from the Heights that is. As Cities
Burn, Capstan and Still Sad open. Laugh now,
cry later, ese! 7pm • $20 • 13+.

Saturday Part I
Saturday, Dec. 1 is a night of huge shows in
the old Burke, so you might as well start at
Launchpad (618 Central Ave. SW) and work
your way through the voluminous scene
craftily, with the abandon of an ancient Greek
wanderer in search of deities, delirium and
perhaps even (gasp) the underworld or the
suburbs of New Jersey. At the aforementioned
home of rocket ships and rock music, a huge
hootenanny to benefit Kim Mansfield is in
effect, featuring the likes of local rocanrol
warriors Sorry Guero!, the ever popular Red
Light Cameras, Moonshine Blind, The Wads
and a rare live appearance by one of this
town’s best rockabilly units of all time,
Cowboys and Indian. Go for the glory and
stay for the meltdown as seis of this towns most
trusted siren-sounding outfits urge you off the
mast and into the transformative waters below.
9pm • $5 suggested donation • 21+.

Saturday Part II
Over at Sister (407 Central Ave. NW) on
Saturday, Dec. 1 meanwhile, there will be a
rocking show in support of Corpus Arts, an
underground, cool-as-fuck radical library and
safe space that fosters queer cultures and
literacies. The event will feature psychedelic
sounds guaranteed to transport one into la
jauja, a land free from anything you don’t like
by the way—like it’s the ultimate safe space,
mythologically speaking. Anywho, that’s the
way psychedelia works, kids and helping
experimenters get there in style is the object of
the super spaced out, all-Burque bands playing
that night. They include the legendary Sun
Dog, a heroic ensemble called The
Timewreckers and Nuzzzle. Everyone I talk to
says this is going to be a night of chill jams,
but I wouldn’t be surprised if at least a few of
the patrons didn’t start floating around
ecstatically, too. 9pm • $5 • 21+.

Manhigh COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

Saturday Part III
If none of that hocus pocus does its magic on
you, dear listener—leading you to as of yet
undreamt of sonic encounters—then you
might as well head out to the Route 66
Casino Legends Theater (14500 Central
Ave. SW) on Saturday night, Dec. 1 so that
you can check out a dude named Eddie
Money. He’ll be performing his legendary
schtick, which includes performing chart-
topping hits like “Two Tickets to Paradise”
and also telling jocks that will make
everyone you consider to be somewhat
decent red behind the ears. I oughta know: I
interviewed this character a few months ago
and it was memorable. Dude is truly larger
than life and no, he didn’t retire; though
needle nose pliers never appear at his latest
gigs, he still can belt it out. It’s totally worth
it if you are down for a night of rocanrol
history. 8pm • $29 to $59 • All-ages.

Monday
Minus the Bear, a jet city indie rock band
that leans heavily toward math rock with a
notable experimental streak, makes a final
appearance in the Duke City on Monday,
Dec. 3 when the heady ensemble stops by
the Historic El Rey Theater (622 Central
Ave. NW) as part of their vaunted farewell
tour. Known for challenging, complex but
highly listenable tuneage, the quartet
currently features Jake Snider, Dave
Knudson, Alex Rose and Cory Murchy.
Together they make sounds both esoteric
and explosive, as anyone who has listened to
albums like Planet of Ice and Infinity
Overhead will tell you. Their gig in Burque is
one of their final moments together: Minus
the Bear plays it’s last gig in Hipsterville
(Seattle) on Dec. 14. If you have not had an
opportunity to jam meaningfully and
menacingly to this outfit, do it now, please.
8pm • $25 to $47.50 • All-ages.

Wednesday
If you dig rocanrol of two varieties—local
and fucking excellent—then combine these
two kind flavas together for me home-
piece—by going to the concert at
Launchpad (618 Central Ave. SW) on
Wednesday, Dec. 5. This show will feature
some of the best in local rockers playing
their hearts out for you. The bands on this
mad midweek program include the
illustrious Manhigh, featuring the amazingly
musical Gambino family and former
allucaneat drummer and all around badass
Ray Gutierrez! Five Mile Float—another
band that I have often demanded listeners
get the hell out of the house to listen to
live—are also on a bill that includes rock
scene newbies Slow Caves, St. Petersburg
and Moth Wings. What are you waiting for?
Get thee out now before it really gets cold
around Christmas! 9pm • $5 • 21+. a
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BY AUGUST MARCH

A
lways on the hunt for new and potentially

enlightening musical experiences, Alibi

music critic August March wandered

toward his Downtown office for an interview

while thinking upon David Noble, a dude who

was the Albuquerque Journal music critic in the

before time. March would run into Noble

regularly at Keller Hall where, invariably, both

would reside on any given weeknight—when

the recital palace at the heart of UNM’s

department of music was hosting something

new, innovative or even fantastic.
March was stationed backstage but would

often appear like a spider out of a hole
afterwards to chat with performers and even
sometimes, the audience. It was on such
occasions that March told Noble and Noble
told March how much the other envied their
job. They both laughed at that.

As March approached Alibi HQ, he came
out of his reverie and noticed local trumpet
master Ryan Montaño standing in the
doorway. The two shook hands and March led
Montaño to a conference room where they
discussed Ryan’s latest work and an upcoming
concert to celebrate the release of his
recording, Truth Journey. Here’s a partial
transcript of those musical moments.

Weekly Alibi: Could you please tell our

readers about Ryan Montaño, trumpteer

from Albuquerque?

Ryan Montaño: I’ve been playing for 20 years …

You’re from outta these parts?

I’m from the East Mountains, actually, from
Tijeras.

So you, like, went to Manzano or

something, right?

I went to Manzano High School. I graduated
in 2005.

I can’t remember if I knew the band

director from back then ...

It was Richard Heilkema. … Shout out to
Richard Heilkema!

Right on! Did you proceed to UNM?

I did. I double majored in Journalism and
Psychology. That’s where I also got into
photography and video editing. I still do a lot
of films and documentaries.

How about the music part; where did that

come in?

I came from a musical family. My dad was a
guitar player and singer. He had his own band
from the ’60s through the ’80s. It was called
Goldie Montaño and Full Circle.

Really? They played at places like the

Golden Inn, as I recall.

Absolutely. The played at all those country
music places like the Caravan East.

I know you saw the Sparx poster we have

in our conference room and you said you

worked with them too …

Yeah, that whole community of musicians
including Sparx, Lorenzo Antonio, Al
Hurricane and Al Hurricane, Jr.. I have played
in that circle since I was young.

Tiny Morrie and Baby Gaby too, eh?

Yup. Yup. We just played together at the Route
66 Legends Theater for this year’s Quince
Grandes concert. I played with a lot of artists
like Abe Lucero and Ariel Macias and Tanya
Griego …

That’s one of my favorite concert series,

every year. I have some videos of those

shows.

It’s a cool thing. It’s culturally important and
people really love New Mexican music.

What else inspires you and what are you

working on now, based on that

inspiration?

I’m getting ready to release my new album,
Truth Journey. It comes out on Dec. 7. The
reason it’s called Truth Journey is because it
encompasses the spectrum of me trying to find
my own musical truth. That’s because, in 2014,
I put out some songs and they did really well
on commercial jazz radio. They went onto
Billboard, they did really well nationally.

What was that like? Like really loungy-

cool jazz or what?

No, no it was more like pop jazz. It opened up
a lot of doors, playing at festivals all around
the country. The year after that, I put out
another song that did really well. But what I
was finding was that commercial jazz has a
really strict formula that determines whether it
gets played or not. I found that my songwriting

and what I was doing as an instrumentalist was
starting to be structured around that format. I
began to wonder what could take me to the
next level of getting known. I went through a
period of trying to determine exactly what I
was trying to do musically. I started writing a
lot of songs, with my friends and by myself at
the piano. What I like about this album is that
encompasses that spectrum [of exploration]. It
really comes from the heart. Some of it has
that commercial sound, but it is all part of my
musical journey of truth.

So do you do all the arrangements too? Do

you make charts and then everyone sits

down and sight-reads them?

[Laughs] Yeah. Then, much to the chagrin of
my band mates, I’m really specific about
playing those charts.

Who’s in the band you’re jamming with for

this gig?

I always like to brag on the band. Paul Palmer
III is playing drums. Artha Meadors is our
bassist, Claudio Toulouse plays guitar and
Steve Figueroa is the pianist.

That’s cool. I know some people that work

like that. Some of the big yacht rock/pop

jazz acts like Steely Dan had monster

charts, I’ve been told. They’re monstrous

looking, but they make impeccable music.

That’s the thing. I’m trying to find this
balance in the musical presentation we do. I
have an idea of how I want it to sound. I want
it to sound a certain way. Being a reader is
definitely a requisite for the music we’re trying
to do.

Damn Good. a

Ryan Montaño Album Release Concert 

With Special Guests, Kevin Herig and Isaac Aragon

Friday, Dec. 7 • 7pm

African American Performing Arts Center

310 San Pedro Dr. NE

Tickets Available at RyanMontano.com

Sketches of Burque
Ryan Montaño’s trumpet sounds the call

Ryan Montaño COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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Compiled by Ashli Mayo. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY NOV 29
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Austin Van Country •
country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Chris Dracup • acoustic, blues, funk,
soul • 6pm • FREE

CASA DE BENAVIDEZ Hector Pimental Trio • classical, flamenco •
5:30pm • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Jeffrey Alan Band • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Riot Ten • electronic • Blunts and
Blondes • SubDocta • 8pm • 18+

HYATT REGENCY DOWNTOWN Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE •
18+

LAUNCHPAD Tone Ranger • Big Hen • The Dimensions • punk •
Karen • 9pm • $5 • 21+

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Kamikaze Karaoke • 7pm

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Greg’s Comedy Friendship Presents: Ben
Kronberg • 8pm

MYKONOS CAFÉ & TAVERNA Hector Pimentel • classical,
flamenco • 5:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Halfway Decent Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Hatrick • classical guitar • 6pm

SIDE EFFEX Da Terra Meiga • Celtic folk, flamenco • 9pm • FREE •
21+

SISTER LowLife Vids’n’Vinyl • variety • 9pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Eddie Brewer and the Atomic
Rangers • honky tonk • 8pm • FREE • 21+

FRIDAY NOV 30
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Ancient Bones •
classic rock, folk • 4:30pm • Craig Miller • variety • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

CASA DE BENAVIDEZ Hector Pimental Trio • classical, flamenco •
5:30pm • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Jeffrey Alan Band • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

JAM SPOT All Out Rap Battle • hip-hop • 7pm • $0-$100 • 13+

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Ultimate Comedy Fight Club •
Jesse Barben • Ramiro Garcia • Terese Garcia • Dani Rivera • 8pm •
$5 • 21+

LAUNCHPAD The Bombpops • variety • Audio Karate • The
Scottsdales • Subtle Knife • 9pm • $10-$12 • 21+

THE LIBRARY BAR & GRILL Brain Gang Trivia • 8pm • FREE • 18+

MARBLE BREWERY HEIGHTS TAP ROOM Last Call • swing, jazz,
soul, blues, R&B • 7pm • FREE • 21+

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT DJ M Martinez •
dance, electronic • 9pm • FREE • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Triple Shot • country, variety •
7pm • FREE

SIDE EFFEX The Freakin Weekend • DJ Shatter • hip-hop • Manhigh •
rock • 3God • Adrenaline Truth • Under The Crown • St. Venus •
Wulfgang • Kron Jeremy • 9pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Zone Out • Tropa Magica • psychedelic cumbia, pop • 9pm •
$5

SUNSHINE THEATER Silverstein • rock • Hawthorne Heights • As
Cities Burn • Capstan • Still Sad • 7pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Melissa Rios • singer-songwriter • 5pm •
FREE • 21+

YANNI’S AND LEMONI BAR AND GRILL Swag • jazz, blues, rock,
Motown • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

SATURDAY DEC 1
B2B2 BARRIO Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz •
6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM The Blunts • rock •
4:30pm • Slim and the Bluetones • blues, classic rock • 7pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE COOPERAGE Son Como Son • Cuban salsa • 9:30pm • $7 •
21+

DIRTY BOURBON Jeffrey Alan Band • country • 9pm • $5 • 21+

ISLETA RESORT & CASINO Chris Isaak • rock, soul • 8pm • $25 •
21+

LAUNCHPAD Sorry Guero! • American death groove • Red Light
Cameras • indie rock • Moonshine Blind • rock, country • The Wads •
Cowboys and Indian • rockabilly • 9pm

QUARTER CELTIC BREWPUB Lomas Street Jazz • jazz • 3pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Geeks Who Drink • 8pm • FREE •
21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Vintage Brew • rock, blues,
country • 7pm • FREE

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Bardo • classical guitar • 6pm

SIDE EFFEX Mike Cave • Modus • A Resolve • rock • 9pm • FREE •
21+

SISTER Sun Dog • psych rock • The Timewreckers • cosmic country •
Nuzzzle • rock • 9pm

STONE FACE TAVERN Traveler in Pain • rock, metal • 8:30pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. RJ Perez • funk, blues • 5pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Ugly Sweater Christmas Party •
DJ Wae Fonkey • hip-hop, R&B • 8pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Dan LaVoie • singer-songwriter,
folk rock • 5pm • FREE • 21+

SUNDAY DEC 2
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE The Porter Draw • alt.country, Americana,
bluegrass • 4pm • FREE

CASA DE BENAVIDEZ Hector Pimental • classical, flamenco •
11:30am • ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Vista Kicks • Fad Vandals • alternative •
Sweet Nothin’ • garage rock • William K.O. • 8pm

STEEL BENDER BREWYARD The Bus Tapes • funk, rock, country,
folk, jazz • 5:30pm

MONDAY DEC 3
CANTEEN TAPROOM Brain Gang Trivia • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Minus the Bear • indie rock • Tera
Melos • 7pm • $25 • ALL-AGES!

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Open Mic Jam Night with Dave and
Friends • 7pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY The Draft Sessions Open Mic •
7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Old-Time Jam Circle • 7:30pm • FREE •
21+

TUESDAY DEC 4
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Open Mic with
Rob Roman • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Geeks Who Drink • 7pm • FREE

LAUNCHPAD Spite • hardcore, black metal • Left Behind • Orthodox •
Depths of Hatred • 8pm

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Tuesday Homie Hangout • stand-up
comedy • 9pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY BYOV: Bring Your Own Vinyl •
6pm • FREE • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Elf Trivia • 7pm • ALL-AGES!

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 8pm •
FREE • 21+

WEDNESDAY DEC 5
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Manhigh • Slow Caves • St. Petersburg • indie rock •
Moth Wings • Five Mile Float • 9pm • 21+

LIZARD TAIL BREWING Mello Mood Open Mic • 7pm

PONDEROSA BREWING COMPANY The Draft Sessions Open
Mic • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Casual
Wednesdays Comedy Open Mic • 8pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Toke • Red Mesa • rock • Sword Horse • doom • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Geeks Who Drink • 7pm • FREE •
21+

Doorprizes courtesy of

Midnig
ht

Movie

Madnes
s

PRESENTS

The classic holiday slasher from 1980 digitally restored!

Friday
and

Saturday,
Dec. 14 and 15

10:30pm
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A Good Face 
for the Apocalypse

The opposition loses more support
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The doctor’s attorney, John Weston, told
reporters, “The seller correctly said, ‘Do you use

marijuana?’ The doctor correctly answered that
he did. And the person at the store also

correctly said then, ‘I can’t sell you a gun.’ ”
According to the Bureau of Alcohol,

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, you
cannot purchase or possess a firearm if
you are an “unlawful” user of
controlled substances. This isn’t a new
rule, by any means. And in 2011 the

Bureau published an open letter
clarifying that medical cannabis
still counted as a controlled

substance federally, so
marijuana patients weren’t
allowed to own firearms.
Back in 2016, the 9th US
Circuit Court of Appeals

ruled that the ban was not in
violation of the second

amendment when a Nevada
resident sued for being denied a

gun after she admitted to
possessing a medical cannabis card. 

Last week Missouri State Representative
Nicholas B. Schroer posted on Facebook that he
planned to fight the unfair statute. “Plain and
simple, I am against the federal government
stopping law abiding citizens here in Missouri
from purchasing firearms and utilizing their #2A
rights,” he wrote.

It’s doubtful that the ban will be turned over,
but this story is especially beautiful because it
illustrates how trying to make marijuana sit up
and beg for party politics is futile. They’ll tell you
it’s more of that Left versus Right claptrap, but
they’re wrong. Don’t listen, friends.

Mass. Seeing Green
Last week—just in time for Thanksgiving—retail
cannabis shops in Massachusetts opened their
doors for the first time. It’s been two years since the
state’s voters decided to legalize recreational
cannabis, and it seems the time was well spent in
preparation. Unlike the recent troubles with
product shortages felt by Canadian shoppers,
Massachusetts’ consumers found its two
recreational marijuana stores well-stocked and
ready to serve.

The Cannabis Control Commission reported a
combined total of $440,011 was made from the
sale of 10,700 products from the stores. According
to the Boston Globe, the state will get 17 percent of
that total—thanks to a regular 6.25 percent sales
tax and a 10.75 percent on marijuana tax—which
equals about $74,800 for just the first day of sales.
The communities where the shops were located—
Leicester and Northampton—also imposed a 3
percent local tax each.

I sure hope our state legislators here in New
Mexico read that number and felt it like a kick in
the ribs.

The day apparently went well for consumers,
too. Despite the fact that they stood in lines for
hours, suffering through a cold and rainy New
England day, photos and reports depict smiles and
good cheer all around. Go figure. a

Y
ou can almost feel the country holding its
breath and waiting for something to happen.
First Sessions was sent to the chopping

block, then longtime opponent of
cannabis Chris Christie shocked
everybody by flip-flopping and framing
cannabis legalization as a states’ rights
issue. Just last year Christie told a
crowd at New Jersey Hospital
Association’s conference on
substance abuse that “crazy
liberals” who supported legalizaton
were willing to “poison our kids” for
“blood money.”

More recently Rep. Joe
Kennedy III, of
Massachusetts—a staunch
hater of the dreaded marijuana
plant—wrote an op ed in STAT
saying that after a year of research
and debate, he’s come to the
conclusion that the “federal
government has ceded its
responsibility—and authority—to
thoughtfully regulate marijuana.” He actually said
in plain text that the government needed to
“remove marijuana from the Controlled
Substances Act (CSA) and legalize it at the
federal level.” 

And here’s the big one: Food and Drug
Administration Commissioner Scott Gottlieb
told CNBC host Joe Kernen last week that
federal marijuana legalization is bound to happen:
(emphasis mine) “Obviously it’s happening at the
state level, and I think there’s an inevitability that
it’s going to happen at the federal level at some
point soon.” He also said the medical claims
surrounding cannabis have not been proven,
making the whole interaction weird.

These days I’m loathe to print anything
remotely optimistic, but these rumblings have my
ears cocked. Arguments on the subject these days
seem more like masturbatory political posturing
than discussions concerning existential threats or
the lack thereof—akin to arguments about
abortion or gun control: things that are unlikely
to change, but highly likely to make people froth
and argue for hours at the dinner table.

This is a good sign, dear reader. It means that
Gottlieb might be right and legalization is
inevitable. Of course, it’s doubtful that the next
Attorney General will be friendly toward
marijuana, but it can’t last forever.

… Out of My Cold, Dead Hands
A Pennsylvania doctor filed a lawsuit against the
Trump administration over prohibitions which
prevent medical cannabis patients from owning
firearms. The doctor regularly treats PTSD with
marijuana and was denied a firearm when he tried
to buy it.

The Philadelphia-based doctor’s lawsuit names
acting Attorney General Matthew Whitaker and
the directors of the FBI and the BATFE, claiming
they are infringing upon his Second Amendment
right to gun ownership and his Fifth Amendment
right against self-incrimination.
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Every year the bird
known as the Arctic tern experiences two summers and
enjoys more daylight than any other animal. That’s
because it regularly makes a long-distance journey from
the Arctic to the Antarctic and back again. Let’s
designate this hardy traveler as your inspirational
creature for the next 11 months. May it help animate you
to experiment with brave jaunts that broaden and
deepen your views of the world. I don’t necessarily
mean you should literally do the equivalent of
circumnavigating the planet. Your expansive adventures
might take place mostly in inner realms or closer to
home.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): When the American
Civil War began in 1861, the United States fractured.
Four years later, the union was technically restored
when the northern states defeated the southern states.
At that time, African American slavery became illegal
everywhere for the first time since the country’s birth
decades earlier. But there was a catch. The southern
states soon enacted laws that mandated racial
segregation and ensured that African Americans
continued to suffer systematic disadvantages. Is there a
comparable issue in your personal life? Did you at
sometime in the past try to fix an untenable situation
only to have it sneak back in a less severe but still
debilitating form? The coming weeks will be an excellent
time to finish the reforms; to enforce a thorough and
permanent correction. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Does an elusive giant
creature with a long neck inhabit the waters of Loch
Ness in northern Scotland? Alleged sightings have been
reported since 1933. Most scientists dismiss the
possibility that “Nessie” actually exists, but there are
photos, films and videos that provide tantalizing
evidence. A government-funded Scottish organization
has prepared contingency plans just in case the beast
does make an unambiguous appearance. In that spirit,
and in accordance with astrological omens, I recommend
that you prepare yourself for the arrival in your life of
intriguing anomalies and fun mysteries. Like Nessie,
they’re nothing to worry about, but you’ll be better able
to deal gracefully with them if you’re not totally taken by
surprise.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Does moss really “eat”
rocks, as Cancerian author Elizabeth Gilbert attests in
her novel The Signature of All Things? Marine chemist
Martin Johnson says yes. Moss really does break down
and release elements in solid stone. Gilbert adds, “Given
enough time, a colony of moss can turn a cliff into gravel,
and turn that gravel into topsoil.” Furthermore, this
hardy plant can grow virtually everywhere: in the tropics
and frozen wastes, on tree bark and roofing slate, on
sloth fur and snail shells. I propose that we make moss
your personal symbol of power for now, Cancerian. Be
as indomitable, resourceful and resilient as moss.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Let’s shout out a big
“THANKS!” and “HALLELUJAH!” to the enzymes in our
bodies. These catalytic proteins do an amazing job of
converting the food we eat into available energy.
Without them, our cells would take forever to turn any
particular meal into the power we need to walk, talk and
think. I bring this marvel to your attention, Leo, because
now is a favorable time to look for and locate
metaphorical equivalents of enzymes: influences and
resources that will aid and expedite your ability to live
the life you want to live.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “Every dreamer knows
that it is entirely possible to be homesick for a place
you’ve never been to, perhaps more homesick than for
familiar ground,” writes author Judith Thurman. I’m
guessing you will experience this feeling in the coming
weeks. What does it mean if you do? It may be your
deep psyche’s way of nudging you to find an energizing
new sanctuary. Or perhaps it means you should search
for fresh ways to feel peaceful and well-grounded.
Maybe it’s a prod to push you outside your existing
comfort zone so you can expand your comfort zone.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Venice, Italy, consists of
118 small islands that rise from a shallow lagoon. A

network of 443 bridges keeps them all connected. But
Venice isn’t the world champion of bridges. The
American city of Pittsburgh, Pa., holds that title, with
446. I nominate these two places to be your
inspirational symbols in the coming weeks. It’s time for
you build new metaphorical bridges and take good care
of your existing metaphorical bridges.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): To aid and support your
navigation through this pragmatic phase of your
astrological cycle, I have gathered counsel from three
productive pragmatists. First is author Helen Keller. She
said she wanted to accomplish great and noble things,
but her “chief duty” was “to accomplish small tasks as if
they were great and noble.” Second, author George
Orwell believed that “to see what is in front of one’s
nose” requires never-ending diligence. Finally, author
Pearl S. Buck testified that she didn’t wait around until
she was in the right mood before beginning her work.
Instead, she invoked her willpower to summon the
necessary motivation.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Blackjack is a
card game popular in gambling casinos. In the eternal
struggle to improve the odds of winning big money,
some blackjack players work in teams. One teammate
secretly counts the cards as they’re dealt and assesses
what cards are likely to come up next. Another
teammate gets subtle signals from his card-counting
buddy and makes the bets. A casino in Windsor, Ontario,
pressed charges against one blackjack team,
complaining that this tactic was deceptive and
dishonest. But the court decided in the team’s favor,
ruling that the players weren’t cheating but simply using
smart strategy. In the spirit of these blackjack teams,
Sagittarius, and in accordance with astrological omens, I
urge you to better your odds in a “game” of your choice
by using strategy that is almost as good as cheating but
isn’t actually cheating.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): What has become of
the metaphorical seeds you planted during the weeks
after your last birthday? Have your intentions
flourished? Have your dreams blossomed? Have your
talents matured? Have your naïve questions evolved
into more penetrating questions? Be honest and kind as
you answer these inquiries. Be thoughtful and big-
hearted as you take inventory of your ability to follow
through on your promises to yourself. If people are
quizzical about how much attention you’re giving
yourself as you take stock, inform them that your
astrologer has told you that December is Love Yourself
Better Month.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): If you want to play
the drinking game called Possum, you and your friends
climb up into a tree with a case of beer and start
drinking. As time goes by, people get so hammered they
fall out of the tree. The winner is the last one left in the
tree. I hope you won’t engage in this form of recreation
anytime soon—nor in any other activity that even
vaguely resembles it. The coming weeks should be a
time of calling on favors, claiming your rewards,
collecting your blessings and graduating to the next
level. I trust your policy will be: no trivial pursuits, no
wasted efforts, no silly stunts.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In his song “Happy
Talk,” Academy Award-winning lyricist Oscar
Hammerstein II offered this advice: “You gotta have a
dream. If you don’t have a dream, how you gonna have a
dream come true?” Where do you stand in this regard,
Pisces? Do you in fact have a vivid, clearly defined
dream? And have you developed a strategy for making
that dream come true? The coming weeks will be an
excellent time to home in on what you really want and
hone your scheme for manifesting it. (P.S. Keep in mind
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s idea: “A goal without a plan
is just a wish.”) a

HOMEWORK: HUG YOURSELF AS YOU TELL YOURSELF

YOUR BIGGEST SECRET. 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.

PRICED below market! New roof with warranty!
Call David at Geltmore Real Estate Advisory Team, LLC

(505) 294-8625

PRIME LOCATION TWO BUILDINGS IN DOWNTOWN ABQ

approx. 8000 sq ft space
— made from two remodeled buildings —

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE
413/411 Central Ave NW413/411 Central Ave NW413/411 Central Ave NW

PRICED bbb lleloww mar ee !t!t! NNNewew rrooooffff iwiwi hthth wwararrarantnt !y!y!
t R l E t t Ad i T LLC

yw markkke

located between the historic Kimo 
Theater on Route 66, and sharing on old 
brick wall with Anodyne and Sister Bar.

Sign up for our new newsletter at alibi.com

For more information, or to advertise, email

advertising@alibi.com

Your source for
cannabis news, events and opinion 

viewed through
a distinctly New Mexican lens.

Sign up today!



[30]     WEEKLY ALIBI NOVEMBER 29-DECEMBER 5, 2018

Legal Services

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
$200 Stop Garnishments
FAST. End Collection Calls.
Payment Plans Available 505-
688-0070

START BANKRUTPCY FOR $0.
Lawyer Advertisement. Stop
Wage Garnishment |
Eliminate Your Debts | 100%
Free Consultation – Hurry |

McCookLawFirm.com | (505)
600-2550

Photographic Services

PHOTOGRAPHY
www.DavidMartinezPhotograph
y.com

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Studies

BACK PAIN STUDY We are
seeking adults with chronic low
back pain. Participants can earn

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

Apartments for Rent

MOVE IN TODAY! Furnished
Studio Apts w/ all utilities
and cable FREE, No credit
check. Call now 505-226-
6932

FURNISHED STUDIO APTS.
Low monthly/weekly rates.
Free utilities. No credit
check. 505-225-2673

FULLY FURNISHED
STUDIOS!!! Cable & Utilities
Included. Low rates. FREE
REWARDS PROGRAM! 505-
225-1216

Rooms/Roommates

Downtown

w
ROOM FOR RENT
rooming house in

Employment

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH TECH
Desert Hills 5310 Sequoia
Rd NW Albuquerque, NM
87120, USA Behavioral
Health Technician. Full-time-
nights, evenings and
weekend shifts available. No
experience necessary but

preferred. Two week paid
training and signing bonus.
Minimum requirement High
School/GED. Must pass a
physical test, criminal
background and drug screening.
Apply online at
https://www.deserthills-
nm.com/about/careers/ 

Body & Soul

Opportunities

w
EASY MONEY You need
1. a cell phone, 2. to be

FED UP WITH ROBO-CALLS
and 3. learn how to identify
telemarketers. For more info
www.call-childress.com 505-
433-9823 I SUE
TELEMARKETERS 

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in
the Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660
ext. 221  today!

THE WEEKLY ALIBI
CLASSIFIEDS are a great deal!
Call 346-0660 ext. 221.

Barelas on bus route. 8
rooms share 2 baths and
kitchen. $425/mon, $150
dd. Call 379-1677 for more
info. Don’t text or email!

WEEKLY ALIBI HAS OVER
175,000 READERS, every
generation, from the Baby
Busters to the Baby Boomers.
Distributed throughout Abq, Rio
Rancho, Corrales, East
Mountain, Bernalillo, Placitas,

Santa Fe and Los Lunas. The
Alibi is available at restaurants,
grocery stores, college
campuses, select retailers and
various downtown locations.
Coverage includes politics,
humor, film, opinion, music, art
and the most comprehensive
entertainment guide in Nuevo
Mexico. ¡Arriba!

FLYING STAR ON MENAUL10-29-18
We arrived at the same time and for awhile, you sat

alone in a booth near me until your daughter and her

friend arrived. You then moved to another booth. We

spoke briefly at the coffee stand and afterwards, I

wished we could have chatted longer. Maybe now??

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Flying Star on Menaul on 10/29/2018.

TOE CUTTER/THUMB BUSTER

You accidentally headbutted me in the pit. After this

summer I thought the next time our faces mashed

together would be a bit less violent. You never seemed

like the type to like it rough.

I told you once “I am a spicy artistic genius and you are a

fool for letting me slip away”, you have a strange way of

apologizing.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Sister Bar on 10/29/2018.

YEN CHING LADY
You were the stunning lady wearing the power suit in the

Yen Ching commercial from a few years back. Not sure if

you dress like that in real life or that was a costume for

the gig. Either way I think of you often and how you are

still getting acting roles or firing people from the office. I

know it is no longer possible to Yen Ching tonight or any

other night, but maybe we can hit some other buffet.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Late night t.v. commercial recording on

11/25/2018.

BLONDITA: ON 27TH HOME PURCHASE
ANNIVERSARY
I just wanted to tell you I have always wanted you & your

Westphalian Hams to be my Queen, & for you to be my

exclusive aroma-therapy provider for the rest of our

days. Is that so wrong? I still like hams better than turkey

for Thanksgiving. Happy 27th Anniversary.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Dreams on 11/16/2018.

Want to change
your drinking?

We are looking for volunteers to 
participate in a research study who 
want to change their drinking with a 

non-medication based treatment. You 
will be paid up to $440 for up to 32 

hours of your time.

Call ABQ TREAT at 505-633-8861 

or email abqtreat@mrn.org.

a $40 gift card for participation
during a single visit to UNM.
Inquire @ rebrand.ly/unm70 or
(505) 226-4505

BACK PAIN STUDY We are
seeking adults with chronic low
back pain. Participants can earn
a $40 gift card for participation
during a single visit to UNM.
Inquire @ rebrand.ly/unm70 or
(505) 226-4505

Licensed Massage

w
AUTHENTIC TANTRA
MASSAGE Give yourself

the beautiful gift of authentic
Tantra massage and teaching.
I am a Certified Tantra
Educator, Professional
Massage Therapist,
Relationship Coach and Reiki
Healer. Please call me for

detailed information and
scheduling. Namaste,Julianne
505 920 3083 LMT #2788

DOWNTOWN FOOT & BODY
MASSAGE 508 Central SW,
505-730-9552. LMT #5694  

Metaphysical

TAROT/ORACLE READINGS
$45 1st visit if you mention

Alibi. Tammy 505.203.2674

READER NOTICE: The State of
New Mexico Department of
Regulation and licensing
requires registration numbers for
individuals who practice
massage therapy. These
registration numbers are
included in all ads within
category 300. Advertisers in this

category are registered and
licensed by the State of New
Mexico and are trained and
certified for therapeutic
massage. Advertisers in category
300 do not perform sexual
massages. Any concerns
regarding any of the advertisers
in this category should be
directed to: Weekly Alibi.
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by Matt Jones

Across

1 Prosciutto, for example

4 Arizona plants

9 Beginning

14 Suffix after pay or Motor

15 Verbally

16 “Today” weatherman Al

17 Oscar Wilde’s forte

18 1990 Mel Gibson movie,
according to the Internet?

20 “Metamorphosis” poet

22 Bottled water brand owned
by Coca-Cola

23 Mount McKinley’s national
park

26 Pay no attention to

30 Easy swimming style,
according to the Internet?

34 “Night Gallery” host
Serling

35 Architect and Bauhaus
School founder Walter

36 University official

37 Competed at Daytona

40 Istanbul title

41 “Better in Time” singer
___ Lewis

42 Olfactory stimulus

43 William and Harry, e.g.

45 Fleetwood ___

46 Pet-related YouTube clip,
according to the Internet?

50 Receipt figure

52 Half a quarter

53 Falco’s request to
Amadeus, in a 1980s hit

57 Salt, chemically

58 Person who musically
hypnotizes animals, according
to the Internet?

63 Letter after pi

64 Actor Rami of “Bohemian
Rhapsody”

65 Job reward

66 ___ voto (“at my own
wish,” in Latin)

67 “___ Kitchen” (Gordon
Ramsay show)

68 Tenochtitlan inhabitant

69 Request permission

Down

1 “Strange ...”
2 Hyphenated word in “Cockles
and Mussels”
3 Kind of call or season
4 One way to get around town
5 “Green Book” star
Mahershala
6 Electrical cable
7 Brass band instrument
8 Altar vows
9 Color of Philadelphia Flyers
mascot Gritty
10 Like hopeless situations
11 Take to the slopes
12 Ending for mountain or
auction
13 Three, in Torino
19 They should be nowhere
near a chalkboard
21 Macbeth’s imagined
weapon
24 “Little ___ Fauntleroy”
25 Google’s was in Aug. 2004
27 Cookie introduced to India
in 2011
28 Horse with mottled coloring
29 Mode in “The Incredibles”
31 No longer linked
32 1 or 0, but not 10

33 ___ Reade (NYC drugstore
chain)
36 Pattern
37 Tomato variety
38 Driver who plays Kylo Ren
39 2017 Pixar film
41 Pants maker Strauss
43 Sales talk
44 Guevara on T-shirts
46 What opportunity does,
hopefully
47 “___ & Greg” (1990s-
2000s sitcom)
48 Scratches the surface?
49 “Check this out!”
51 “Family Matters” neighbor
Steve
54 Former “American Idol”
judge DioGuardi
55 “Waiting For My Rocket to
Come” singer Jason
56 Give forth
58 “I can’t believe this,” in
online slang
59 Scottish “no”
60 12th letter of the alphabet,
when spelled out
61 Language suffix
62 DVR remote button
©2018 Jonesin’ Crosswords 

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“Talk Like the Critters”—“pet names” popularized by memes.BY RYAN NORTH
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