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nmhempiesta.com

NEW MEXICO

August 10, 2019
BALLOON FIESTA PARK

Noon - 8pm · $5 parking entrance is FREE

EARLY BIRD BOOTH PRICING 

DEADLINE MARCH 30TH!

Don’t miss your chance to be a part of
New Mexico's largest cannabis event! 

Contact Tierna Unruh-Enos to inquire about booth and sponsorship 
opportunities.

email advertising@alibi.com or call
505-346-0660 ext. 248
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STEP UP

WHAT TO BRING:

STATE ID OR DL     PROOF OS SOCIAL SECURITY     PROOF OF ADDRESS

bplplasma.com

2 Great Locations:
22 Yale Blvd SE.(505-266-5729)

701 2nd St. (505-842-6991)

SIT DOWN GET PAID

EARN ON AVERAGE UP TO

$250
A MONTH*



Save the Electoral College

Dear Editor,
Fueled by frustration over the last presidential
election, New Mexico legislators are considering
a plan to change the process. The proposal is
the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact,
or NPV. It promises to “make every voter
equal,” but NPV would destabilize our political
order and put minority rights at risk. Frustration
with an election outcome is a bad reason to
reject the current Electoral College process.

NPV’s founder, John Koza, is a California
computer scientist who also invented the
scratch-off lottery ticket. In fact, Koza spent the
’80s lobbying states to adopt lotteries. He wins
on every ticket, and he has invested his
winnings in lobbying for NPV.

Most people think it would take a
constitutional amendment to get rid of the
Electoral College, but Koza’s plan is clever. NPV
would leave the current structure, but have state
governments ignore how their own people vote
in presidential elections. Instead, the state
would try to collect the vote totals from every
other state, add them up and appoint
presidential electors based on the total.

There are a lot of practical and legal
problems with this. NPV could require a
national recount, but is silent on how it would
work. In fact, it says almost nothing about the
new disputes that might arise between states or
voters. A state could try to join or leave the
compact in order to game the results (NPV only
takes effect if passed by enough states that they
together possess 270 or more electoral votes—
the majority needed to control the outcome).
NPV claims to limit such manipulation, but the
provision is probably unenforceable.

The US Constitution requires that interstate
compacts have the consent of Congress. Koza
claims this is unnecessary, pointing to old court
cases. But those compacts were about water
rights and milk prices, not the presidency. For
this one reason alone, NPV is likely to be
thrown out by the courts.

The Electoral College, on the other hand,
has been around since the first election of
George Washington. It lets the people of each
state register their will in each presidential
election. Winning requires more than just a
national plurality. It requires a majority of
electoral votes, which comes from achieving
enough support in enough states across the
country. This helps to provide political stability
and safeguard minority rights.

Consider American politics after the Civil
War. Democrats were powerful in the South,
with massive support among whites and
tragically effective vote suppression directed at
newly freed slaves. Republicans were strong in
the North, but not with the same overwhelming
majorities. This meant that Democrats had a
chance at winning the national popular vote,
but not the Electoral College—in fact, this was
the result in 1876 and 1888.

Democrats had to moderate, to reject the
most extreme elements of their Southern
coalition in favor of winning new voters—
especially Catholic immigrants—in northern
cities. The Electoral College prodded the
Democratic Party away from regionalism and
back toward being a national coalition.

The current Electoral College system has
served our diverse nation well. Just like buying a
lottery ticket is a poor strategy for building
personal wealth, buying into the claims of
National Popular Vote would put much at risk
for very uncertain results. a

Trent England,

Director of Save Our States, 

a project of the 

Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs,

and adjunct fellow of the Rio Grande Foundation

Letters should be sent with the writer’s name, address and daytime

phone number via email to letters@alibi.com. Letters may be edited

for length and clarity, and may be published in any medium; we

regret that owing to the volume of correspondence we cannot reply to

every letter. Word count limit for letters is 300 words.
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Dateline: Arizona
Leaders in a small Arizona town have
apologized for arrest threats leveled against a
nationally-famous 12-year-old investigative
crime journalist. The Washington Post reports
Hilde Kate Lysiak was confronted by
Patagonia, Ariz., Police Chief Marshal Joseph
Patterson while she was investigating a case
earlier this month. The chief was reportedly
upset about being followed by Lysiak and
allegedly threatened to place her into juvenile
detention. A video later captured by the 12-
year-old reporter appears to show the officer
confirming the threat as well as telling her, “If
you put my face on the internet, it’s against
the law.” In the video Lysiak asks Patterson
what crime she is committing by following
him, and he tells her that she refused to
comply with a “lawful order” from a police
officer. The incident garnered international
media attention and Chief Patterson told
reporters he’d received death threats. Soon
after, the town posted a statement saying it
had “taken action we believe to be appropriate
for the situation,” and including a reference to
Arizona law ARS 13-2401, which makes it a
Class 5 felony to post personal information of
a police officer on the internet if it poses a
threat. Lysiak’s mother reportedly reached out
to the town’s mayor, Andrea Wood, who read
the following apology at a town council
meeting last week: “The governing body for
the town of Patagonia would like to apologize
for the First Amendment rights violation
inflicted upon Hilde Lysiak, a young reporter
in our community. We are sorry Hilde. We
encourage and respect your continued
aspiration as a successful reporter. We believe
and fully support the constitutional right to
freedom of speech in the public sector.” Lysiak
continues to report for her self-published
Orange Street News as she has for the last four
years. She has co-authored six Scholastic
books with her father based on her
experiences, and a television show based on
her life is reportedly in the works from Apple
TV.

Dateline: Wyoming
A new school in Wyoming is being opened for
a single student. According to CNN a
Wyoming school district will be reopening
Cozy Hollow Elementary—which has been
closed for more than a decade—so one
kindergartner living in a remote area of the
state can attend classes. The student
reportedly lives in a mountainous rural area of
southeast Wyoming, about an hour away from
the nearest active school, and commuting
during the winter months would be impossible.
Over a decade ago, Cozy Hollow served five
students, but was closed due to a lack of need.
It is expected to be open for the next six to

eight years, as the kindergartner has a younger
sibling who will be attending when they are
old enough. State law requires an on-site
school for isolated students. Albany County
School District 1 will be submitting an
application to the Wyoming Department of
Education School Facilities Division for
funding to reopen the school. It estimates the
cost of one teacher, supplies, utilities and site
repairs for the school over a single year to be
around $100,000. This will be the second one-
student school in Wyoming.

Dateline: India
Poppy farmers in India are reportedly in a
pitched battle with a group of opium-addicted
parrots who are continuously raiding their
fields. NDTV reports the large group of birds
feeds on farmers’ crops in Madhya Pradesh
around 30 to 40 times a day, and although
farmers continue to complain, they have
received no help from authorities. The farmers
have reportedly begun guarding their fields
against the nuisance and have taken to
making loud sounds and using firecrackers to
frighten the parrots. So far none of their
tactics have had an effect. The farmers were
already reportedly suffering from scattered
rainfall, and the parrot issue has many of them
concerned about the future of their crops. The
birds have also raided poppy farms in other
parts of the country. Cultivators in parts of
Rajasthan and the districts of Chittorgarh and
Pratapgarh. Each poppy flower contains
around 20 to 25 grams of opium. Affected
parrots have been seen crashing into trees or
lying dazed on the ground, according to
witnesses. Once the effects wear off, the birds
allegedly return to the fields for more. The
opium trade is a large part of the economy in
Madhya Pradesh. The majority of India’s
licensed poppy cultivation takes place in the
state and its neighbor Rajasthan. 

Dateline: United Kingdom
Authorities are asking drivers in London to
stop using cash at parking meters because
gangs are reportedly using vacuum cleaners to
suck change out of them. According to BBC
News, £120,000 has been stolen in the past
year from parking meters in Kensington and
Chelsea. Will Pascall, of Kensington and
Chelsea Council spoke to reporters, saying,
“We have gangs stalking the streets and
smashing their way into machines to suck the
cash out. We also now know from local police
that this is funding further criminality in
London, from drugs and trafficking to possibly
violent crime. It is a trend we need to stop and
motorists going cashless is one way we can
help tackle this.” The thieves allegedly drill
holes in the sides of the machines and snake a
vacuum hose down into the machine to suck
the change up. Gangs are also reportedly
driving into meters or using sledgehammers to
break them open. Authorities are urging
motorists to pay for parking through an app.
There are over 70 parking meters in use in the
area. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.
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Veterinary Groups Oppose Bill
Lawmakers have introduced a bill that would
allow first responders to treat animals with first
aid.

It is currently illegal for emergency workers
to provide veterinary treatment to injured
animals at crime scenes or vehicle crashes
without a license. Under state law anyone
caught treating an animal could be charged with
a misdemeanor. 

Lawmakers are attempting to change that by
introducing HB 598, 1st Responder Veterinary
Services. The new law would amend the the
Veterinary Practice Act, allowing police,
firefighters and EMS to give oxygen, administer
basic first aid and perform CPR on dogs, cats and
livestock at an emergency scene.

The executive director for the New Mexico
Board of Veterinary Medicine is opposed to the
bill, according to KOB4. The New Mexico
Veterinary Medical Association are also
reportedly refusing to support the bill on the
grounds that it was never consulted before the
legislation was written. 

The House Judiciary Committee passed the
bill last week. It has been referred to the
Elections and Indian Affairs Committee for
amendments before it moves forward. If the bill
makes it into law, the Rio Grande Kennel Club
will reportedly be providing animal care training
to first responders across New Mexico.

BernCo: Gun Law Sanctuary
Bernalillo County Sheriff Manuel Gonzales told
reporters he is taking part in the Second
Amendment Sanctuary County movement over
safety concerns for citizens.

In an interview last week with NRA-TV,
Gonzales said he was joining a number of county
officials in four states who are declaring
themselves “sanctuaries” where gun laws will
not be enforced. Those in the movement claim
they are attempting to protect the constitutional
right to bear arms.

“Our concern here in Bernalillo County is that
we’re facing a major crime crisis—maybe one of
the most major in the whole country, so we don’t
want to see any types of laws that cause us
more of an issue to protect the citizens of
Bernalillo County.”

The Associated Press reports more than 20
county commissions out of 33 across the state
have passed resolutions expressing support for
law enforcement officials refusing to enforce gun
legislation. Four bills attempting to make
changes to the state’s gun laws are currently
advancing in the Legislature.

Gold King Spill Suit Moves Forward
A judge has denied a request to dismiss lawsuits
brought against the federal Environmental
Protection Agency by the state of New Mexico,
the Navajo Nation and others concerning
damages caused by the Gold King Mine spill.

According to a press release from the New
Mexico Environment Department, the lawsuit is
seeking more than $130 million in damages for
lost income, taxes, fees and revenue sustained
by agricultural and recreational operations in the
state. The state also wishes to see the EPA
“clean up pollution to its rivers caused by the
blowout.”

New Mexico, Utah, the Navajo Nation and
about 300 individuals filed the lawsuits, seeking
more than $2 billion in damages. Those suits
were consolidated. The suits were a response to
the 2015 spill of three million gallons of
wastewater from the Gold King Mine in
Colorado. The spill was reportedly caused by
EPA agents.  a

NEWS CITY BY JOSHUA LEE NEWS | COUNTY MATTERS

Inmates, Bees and Behavioral Health
Bernalillo County Commission has a busy month

A resolution, led by Commissioner Steven
Michael Quezada, strengthens the County’s non-
discrimination policies. That includes not allowing
federal immigration agents access to non-public
areas of county property. The crowd went crazy
with approval when the measure was unanimously
approved.

Quezada said he was not about stopping ICE
from doing legitimate work. He just wants ICE to
have a warrant for a specific person which is the
proper process. The 2017 immigrant friendly

county resolution said no county resources could
be used to check immigration status. The updated
one also precludes any county employee, or anyone
acting on behalf of the county, from asking about
immigration status. In addition, it bans county
agencies, employees and contractors from doing
the same while conducting county business.
Exceptions include assisting the judicial branches
of our state.

A staff attorney with ACLU of New Mexico
said the resolution is one step in making sure the
county is not complicit in assisting the Trump
administration in targeting our current immigrant
community, in a state where at some point in time,
the bulk of the population has been part of an
immigrant community. 

Bee Friendly Soon, Toads!
Glyphosate (an herbicide marketed as Roundup) is
a very bad thing for local toads, bees, humans and
other creatures. It should not be used near water
sources. Glyphosate has been linked to cancer in
humans. Folks use it to kill weeds, because it is
easier to spray a toxic chemical then to bend over
and pull the pesky green thing out of the ground.

Commissioners begrudgingly agreed to defer
full implementation of a moratorium on the use of
glyphosate—that was agreed upon by the

Commission back in October of 2018—on county
property until more options can be found.

A county parks and recreation representative
said they are in support of a complete glyphosate
ban but are having a hard time finding any
alternative products approved by the Department
of Agriculture. She said the county has to use state
and federally approved products. She said the costs
of implementing the moratorium could reach more
than $2.1 million over three years with an annual
budget of over $1.1 million. This includes
additional labor to manually pull weeds and other

unsightly vegetation, other pre-
emergence tactics and other hidden
costs.

Commissioner Debbie O’Malley
said those cost estimates were too
high. “At one point we did not have
this product,” she said. “What did we
use then?” Maybe there are some job
opportunities here.

Commissioner Charlene Pyskoty
was not in agreement to defer the
matter. She said the health of county
residents, fauna and flora is more
important than money.

One speaker said she lives near
Candelaria Fields and keeps track of
toad tadpoles. She said after one
farmer used Roundup there weren’t

any toad tadpoles for a couple years after. She said
the baby amphibians are a litmus test for the
environment; it is not good they are disappearing
due to convenience herbicides and pesticides.

The county uses barrels of the herbicide,
racking up $13,000 per year in glyphosate
purchases. This includes along the Rio Grande
South Bosque’s bike trail, according to another
parks and recreation employee. Commissioner
Maggie Hart Stebbins did not like this practice,
though the parks and rec employee tried to resolve
her fears about using glyphosate so close to the
ditches and river. He said they are careful when
and where they spray. But Hart Stebbins, who rides
bikes on that trial, wasn’t convinced. Neither were
we. Hopefully a moratorium on glyphosate use is
on the way.

Happy Housing News
The hunt is on for a site for an $8 million
supportive housing project for citizens with
behavioral health issues. The millions come from
the behavioral health tax coffers. The county
would like either an existing 40 to 60 unit
apartment complex or vacant property to
accommodate that range of units. Additionally, the
county earmarked $1 million annually to operate
the complex. It would provide on-site services and
case management for the homeless or close to
homeless with mental, behavioral or emotional
challenges. There are plenty of citizens out there
that need help and this tax works toward providing
just that. a

Send your comments about the County Commission to
carolyn@alibi.com.

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

B
ernalillo County Commissioners heard good
news about a 24-year-old lawsuit, expressed
support for saving bees and toads, funded new

behavioral health housing and affirmed the county
is immigrant friendly, all as part of a busy February.

Jail House Blues News
McClendon v. City of Albuquerque is a 1995 class
action federal lawsuit filed by
Metropolitan Detention Center
inmates over a number of shameful jail
conditions existing at the time. The
lawsuit is finally seeing some
sustainable progress, according to
Taylor Rahn, the county’s contract
attorney. Rahn presented the latest
reports. As of December 2019 the
county is in 69 percent compliance
with 81 out of the 253 standards
mandated. 

Rahn said it was phenomenal that
MDC nearly doubled its progress in
the last couple years after being stalled
for so long. Rahn had good news,
saying she believes progress will
continue and the lawsuit will get
dismissed after achieving full compliance within
two years.

Back in the day, the jail was Downtown, and
was run by the city. It was intended to house less
than 600 inmates. But it was consistently packing
in more than 900 inmates. It is now being operated
by the county. To alleviate the overcrowding
problem the joint entities built the Metropolitan
Detention Center on the far Westside with a
capacity for 1,950 inmates. It has an average daily
inmate count of about 1,300 to 1,400. The City of
Albuquerque was dismissed from the lawsuit in
2015 since it no longer operates the jail.

Over the last two decades a number of
settlement agreements have fallen through. In
2015, an agreement was reached for the 253
requirements set by the Feds. It is an extremely
complicated case. The progress is overseen by court
appointed monitors who report back to the federal
court. County Manager Julie Morgas Baca said it
was difficult to say exactly how much the county
spends to try to comply with the consent decree
because there are so many hidden costs and the
lawsuit has dragged on for so long.

La Migra No More
US Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents
will soon need a warrant specific to a person to
access non-public areas of county property for the
purpose of enforcing federal immigration laws.
Currently ICE agents can walk into the jail’s
records department without a warrant to gain
access to a database with inmate information such
as social security number, place of birth and
addresses.

BernCo Commissioners Hart Stebbins and Pyskotty
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The next meeting of the BernCo Commission:
Tuesday, March 12, 5pm

Vincent E. Griego Chambers
Albuquerque Bernalillo County Government Center

1 Civic Plaza NW
View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv
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Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

CALENDAR

COMMUNITY

CALENDAR
THURSDAY MARCH 7
HEARTLAND HOSPICE In Your Own Words. A grief writing support
group to reflect, remember and renew through restorative writing in
a safe environment. 4001 Indian School Rd NE. 5:30-7pm. 18+.
323-1464. alibi.com/v/6anw.

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Science on Tap: Design Thinking with Our
Community. Hear about the theory behind Design Thinking and have
a chance to participate in a hands-on event. Then see some of the
latest designs and meet the students behind them. 4310 Central
Ave SE. 5:30pm. 21+. 277-2225. alibi.com/v/6c7o.

TAP THAT Adult Spelling Bee for a Good Cause. Proceeds are donated
to the UNM Foundation Special Deliveries Fund to help mothers
with high risk pregnancies. 6910 Montgomery Blvd NE. 7pm. 21+.
alibi.com/v/6c53.

KIDS
!EXPLORA! School’s Out Camps. Full-day camps are multi-age,
collaborative experiences for children currently enrolled in Kindergarten
through 5th grade. 1701 Mountain Rd NW. $75-$90. 9am-4pm.
224-8341. alibi.com/v/6c5c.

LEARN
NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE Oral
Effects of Methamphetamine Use: The Meth Mouth Syndrome. A
casual discussion followed by a hands-on experience with coffee
and light refreshments. Pre-registration required. 1801 Mountain
Rd NW. $8. 9:30-11am. 18+. 841-2840. alibi.com/v/6bfi.

SELF SERVE How to Please a Pussy. An in depth no-holds-barred
discussion on female pleasure. 3904 Central Ave SE. $15-$20.
7:30pm. 18+. 265-5816. alibi.com/v/6blf.

UNM ZIMMERMAN LIBRARY N.M.’s Least Understood Export:
Conrad Hilton. Professor Young talks about the influence N.M. had
on Hilton—less the entrepreneurial Conrad but more the cultural
education and how it shaped his business attitude and philanthropic
endeavors. 1900 Roma Ave NE. 5:30-7pm. 277-7107.
alibi.com/v/68y7.

FRIDAY MARCH 8
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Women to Be. Learn about the
organization and bring donations of washcloths, underwear and
ziploc bags. There are sewing stations to see firsthand how reusable
pads are made. 1800 Fourth Street NW. 5:30-8pm. 21+. 243-6752.
alibi.com/v/6b8j.

KIDS
!EXPLORA! School’s Out Camps. 1701 Mountain Rd NW. $75-$90.
9am-4pm. See 3/7 listing.

LEARN
RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Kinky and Curious:
Navigating Play and the BDSM Lifestyle. Explore what is expected
of a new person entering the scene, all the need-to-know information,
motivations behind play, safety and more. 400 Gold Ave SW. $10.
7:30pm. 21+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/6blg.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE All Levels Hip-Hop Dance Class.
Learn the techniques that make this style so much fun to play with
socially and professionally. 3215 Central Ave NE. $15. 7:10pm.
ALL-AGES! 440-6265. alibi.com/v/69pq.

SATURDAY MARCH 9
HUMBLE COFFEE Humble Get Down: A Local Vendor Pop-Up Event.
More than 10 local vendors and artists sell their wares every second
Saturday. 505 Central Ave NW Ste. C. 1-4pm. ALL-AGES! 609-7099.
alibi.com/v/67y0..

LEARN
OSUNA NURSERY Osuna University: Raised Bed Gardening. Master
gardener, Roney Bisio, discusses benefits and techniques for raised
bed gardening. 501 Osuna Rd NE. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES!
345-6644. alibi.com/v/6ayk.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Making Change: Sandia National
Laboratories’ Secret Nuclear Testing. A talk, by retired senior member
of the technical staff at Sandia Lab, Dave Straub, shows secret test
site photos and discusses tests, including their large scale and
number of support staff needed. 423 Central Ave NE. 10:30am-noon.
ALL-AGES! 848-1376. alibi.com/v/6bdi.

SPORTS
ISOTOPES PARK N.M. United vs Fresno FC. Cheer on the home team
as they take on Fresno. 1601 Avenida Cesar Chavez SE. 7:30-9:30pm.
924-2255. alibi.com/v/6beu.

CHINESE CULTURE CENTER Marriage of Heaven and Earth Chi
Kung. A Taoist water method Chi Kung set for better chi circulation,

circulation of fluids in the joints and soothing and releasing of
physical, mental and emotional blockages in the body. 427 Adams
St SE. $85. 10am-noon. 18+. 268-7023. alibi.com/v/6b7t.

HOLIDAY DANCE STUDIO Live Music and a Lesson. Dance to the
Latin rhythms including bossa nova, rumba, samba and more. The
evening starts with a dance lesson followed by music from Saudade
and light refreshments. 5200 Eubank Blvd NE. $15. 5-9:30pm.
363-3500. alibi.com/v/6bmz.

SUNDAY MARCH 10
AFRICAN AMERICAN PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, Expo NM 35th
Anniversary Celebration. A fundraiser featuring talks by Ann Wright
and David Barsamian. Sally-Alice Thompson is also honored for her
lifetime of peace and justice activism. Dinner is provided. 310 San
Pedro Dr NE. $35. 4-6:30pm. 268-9557. alibi.com/v/6bxg.

HIGH DESERT CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING Sunday Celebration.
Come to a place of inspiration, where people from all spiritual paths
and religions feel welcome and experience shared values of love,
peace, joy, acceptance, abundance and gratitude. 5621 Paradise
NW. 11-11:30am. ALL-AGES! 922-1200. alibi.com/v/646v.

KIDS
BACHECHI OPEN SPACE Spring Family Fun Days. Identify and search
for animals, use a microscope and analyze the adaptions that allow
animals to live in a desert ecosystem. 9521 Rio Grande Blvd NW.
Noon-5pm. ALL-AGES! 314-0420. alibi.com/v/6c5k.

MONDAY MARCH 11
EMPIRE BOARD GAME LIBRARY The Liars’ Game. An interactive
game show where three storytellers tell two true stories and one
fake story and the audience votes to determine the liar. 3503 Central
Ave NE. $5. 7pm. 13+. 227-7378. alibi.com/v/6c3r.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Keshet Spring Dance Camp. A fast-
paced camp for kids ages 6 to 14 exploring ballet, contemporary,
hip-hop and jazz, with an end-of-week performance for family and
friends. All levels welcome. Registration required. 4121 Cutler Ave
NE. $75-$295. 8:30am-4pm. ALL-AGES! 224-9808.
alibi.com/v/6ai8.

TUESDAY MARCH 12
GREATER ALBUQUERQUE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RESTORE
Women Build 2019. An opportunity for women to build leadership
skills, while swinging a hammer and helping a low-income family
access the opportunity of home ownership. 4900 Menaul Blvd NE.
5:30pm. 265-0057. alibi.com/v/6c4l.

WESST ENTERPRISE CENTER Impact and Coffee. Nonprofit leaders,
volunteers, funders and people finding their place in the community
have a cup of coffee, hear about new social profit ventures and inno-
vation in a six-minute presentation format. 609 Broadway Blvd NE.
9-10am. 246-6900. alibi.com/v/6c04.

KIDS
KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Keshet Spring Dance Camp. 4121
Cutler Ave NE. $75-$295. 8:30am-4pm. ALL-AGES! See 3/11 listing.

LEARN
SELF SERVE How to Please a Penis: Better Handbjobs, Blowjobs
and More. This class is for anyone who has a dick in their life who
wants to show it some love. Sterilized dildos for practicing provided.
3904 Central Ave SE. $15-$20. 7:30pm. 18+. 265-5815.
alibi.com/v/6blh.

WEDNESDAY MARCH 13

KIDS
JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY JA Economics for Success. This program
teaches students how to earn money, spend within a budget, save
and invest, use credit cautiously and more. Open to middle school
students. Lunch is provided. Registration is required. 3407 Juan
Tabo Blvd NE. 10:30am-4:30pm. ALL-AGES! 291-6260.
alibi.com/v/6bda.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Keshet Spring Dance Camp. 4121
Cutler Ave NE. $75-$295. 8:30am-4pm. ALL-AGES! See 3/11 listing.

LEARN
CNM STUDENT RESOURCE CENTER, R204 Search for Atlantis. The
March speaker is Creve Maples, speaking about the results of his
scientific analysis of the data associated with the Atlantis story. 835
Buena Vista Dr SE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES! 410-0753. alibi.com/v/6c8n.

PRESBYTERIAN NORTHSIDE Meals on Wheels Volunteer Training.
The organization is looking for volunteers to help in a variety of
different areas. 5901 Harper Dr NE. 3-4pm. ALL-AGES! 823-8064.
alibi.com/v/6c4q.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
VESSEL HEALTH Breathing Exercises for Relaxation, Health and
Vitality. Author and teacher Nancy O’Donohue teaches how to breathe
correctly and presents facts about breathing, its spiritual foundation
and breathing exercises to help health and emotional conditions.
10601 Fourth Street NW. 5:30-7pm. 18+. 828-3000.
alibi.com/v/6bzf.
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NEWS | INTERVIEW

The Valid Contrarian, Part II
Apodaca dishes on statewide issues

BY AUGUST MARCH

B
efore we bring you part two of a very
engaging interview with Albuquerque
political observer Jeff Apodaca it’s

important to note some of the circumstances
surrounding the resulting documents.

Yeah, dude lost last spring’s primary
election to Michelle Lujan Grisham. Both
parties had harsh things to say about that
heavyweight bout, but in the aftermath,
Apodaca didn’t just fade away.

It’s hard to know what’s in a man’s heart,
but after spending just a few minutes with Jeff,
it’s clear that all of what he has to say—and
that’s expansive, primos—comes straight from
his heart. And his heart is in New Mexico.

I recall telling my editor that I wanted to
interview Apodaca, after hearing Jeff and TJ
Trout discourse on what had been, until
recently, a radio hotbed of conservative, even
Trumpian talk, 770 KKOB Radio. Of course
the chief was on board with my idea, he also
felt that by providing a variety of compelling
ideas to our readers, we may empower them to
make their own decisions on just about
everything, from what show to check out to
what bubble next to what name to fill in at the
next ballot box they encounter.

Other colleagues weren’t so sure. They felt
that Apodaca represented a bifurcation in the
Democratic party that we shouldn’t play up.
After all, unity must be maintained if the
White House is to turn blue in 2020, they
reckoned.

Meanwhile members of and advocates for
the state Democratic party—who were never
keen on our interactions with Mr. Apodaca—
seemed to frown on the idea and spoke of
things like qualification and contrariness. I’m
quite sure that even some of them were
surprised by the well-reasoned arguments
presented by Apodaca in our interview.

That’s just fine; we told the Democrats we
love them but it’s still our responsibility to
hold their feet to the fire. That’s the essence of
independent journalism: reasoned critique
matched with a duty to uncover the truth
without having to lean on any political
establishment for credibility.

This year, the donkeys came to the helm
with big promises and a lot of work to do. We
support that work, but reserve the right to be
critical. We also support open discussion and
the tossing around of Democratic ideas, as it
were. It’s not like you’re gonna be reading an
interview with La Tejana or Hanna Skandera
in the next issue, for Chrissakes!

With those premises in mind, we present
part two of our long conversation with Jeff
Apodaca, New Mexico citizen and acute
political observer.

Weekly Alibi: Why did you come back to

New Mexico?

Jeff Apodaca: I moved here to die, to retire.
Whether I lived in New York or LA, I would
always say New Mexico is my home. We came
back here, but it seems like everyone else,
everything else is leaving the state.

What do you mean?

The resources, the technology, the tech
transfer we do in our state, we allow
everything to leave our state. The thing that
saddens me about what’s going on right now in
the Legislature is that they want to increase
our taxes an average of 155 percent, across the
board. Now, I don’t think a lot of those tax
increases are going to get through. But there
are proposed budgets and bills and plans to do
just that. I’m against that. We can increase the
gas tax, sure, if 100 percent of that money goes
into roads. But can we afford to increase taxes
on people that make $23,000 per year. Think
about it. I don’t think we should.

That’s a lot of New Mexicans when you

look at it that way.

That’s 95 percent of New Mexicans. Why are
we raising income taxes? We gave a 32 percent
tax break, I believe, to the wealthiest people in
New Mexico under Governor Bill Richardson.
Now, I’m okay increasing that tax on the
wealthiest people in the state.

That’s fair, me too.

I’m okay raising the minimum wage too, to a
certain degree. But I’ve said that we should
have a plan to stagger increases—$11 to $15
per hour may work in Santa Fe or
Albuquerque. But August, that is not going to
work in Española or Chama, or Belen and Los
Lunas, Grants, Gallup, our small communities.
It will put small businesses there out of
business. 

What do you mean?

The average small business—small businesses
are about 95 percent of our economy in New
Mexico—pays well above minimum wage. It’s
the big businesses that aren’t contributing.
When I say big businesses I mean major
retailers, fast food outlets. Sixteen percent of
our workforce works in the service industry.
With the legislation being proposed many in
the service industry—restaurant workers—will
make less then they are making now.

What’s your proposal then?

My proposal—and the progressive Democrats
attacked me for this—I want to get rid of the
corporate tax in the state of New Mexico.

What does that have to do with the

minimum wage?

Well listen to this: The corporate tax in New
Mexico is 5.8, let’s say 6 percent per year. But
there are 308 exemptions in the New Mexico
tax code regarding the collection of that tax.
When you look at the revenue that’s coming
from that corporate tax, it’s only about three
percent of our state’s overall tax revenue. But
who pays that? Well, 92 percent comes from
small businesses. The big guys have
exemptions, they don’t pay corporate tax. I’m
not saying all of those exemptions are bad
things and some do encourage growth.

But my point is, hey let’s raise the
minimum wage, but as we do so, let’s eliminate
the corporate tax. Two things: We then tell
the world that there’s no corporate tax in the
state of New Mexico. Number two: You are
now giving a six percent increase in the
margin, a six percent tax break, to small
businesses. In addition if we increase
commercial property tax by just two percent,
then we have a situation that’s affordable for
small businesses and can be passed on to
workers via their wage.

But what about big businesses that never

paid corporate tax? How would they

contribute to the state’s revenue?

Those billion-dollar corporations pay
property tax; they would get a two percent
increase.

So it seems like a win-win situation for

the state, for taxpayers and for workers,

ultimately.

Exactly. And if you talk to small businesses
with profit margins between 6 and 12
percent, you have now helped them cover the
costs for providing minimum wage. I got
booed and my opponents attacked me on that
plan when I presented it in Las Cruces, in
Santa Fe and in Taos. They said, here’s a
Democrat that wants to kill corporate taxes.
What I really said is that I want to help small
businesses be able to afford the wages workers
need to live.

Of course a lot of what you maintain

comes back to the economics of the state.

What’s your prediction about marijuana

legalization this year? 

It’s not going to happen. A thought on that:
I’m very disappointed in Governor Lujan
Grisham. She’s been very quiet about this
issue since she’s taken office.

She certainly hasn’t been very

passionate about legal cannabis.

Right. At the beginning of the primary
season she was against it. She said we need to
do more research. Meanwhile, I had an
economic plan [that included cannabis
legalization as a plank] that included hemp
and cannabis. That was 10 percent of my
economic plan. I think hemp’s going to be
bigger than cannabis. When you look at the
numbers, with legalization, you are looking at
6,000 to 10,000 new jobs. With hemp
expansion, you’re talking 16,000 to 20,000
new jobs!

How about the Senate legalization bill

that calls for state-run retail outlets?

That’s the Republican side of things and I’m
glad to see Senator Mark Morris, who
happens to be my state Senator, working on
the bill. They told me that it’s eventually
going to happen, and they might as well do it
their way, the right way. So I’m happy to see
them propose a bill, but I am totally against it
being run and operated by the state, that sets
us up for more corruption.

My main concern, though, is the governor

and several key legislators. They’ve been

awfully quiet. I think it’s going to die in the

Senate. My sources tell me that the governor

wants it to die in the Senate, so that the bill

doesn’t end up on her desk. a

Jeff Apodaca ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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EVENT |PREVIEWS

EVENT HORIZON MARCH 7-13

THURSDAY MARCH 7

SATURDAY MARCH 9

BOOTS JUST
WANNA HAVE FUN

You may have figured out that Kinky Boots is a
feel-good musical comedy, but did you know that
this zany theatrical endeavor showcases the
music of none other than ’80s pop icon Cyndi
Lauper? Though the play has won six Tony awards,
you don’t need to jet to Manhattan and spend a
small fortune on a Broadway performance. You
don’t need to have a shoe fetish to enjoy this
show either, but it certainly couldn’t hurt. Whether
you’re in Fluevogs or Birkenstocks, strut your way
over to Popejoy Hall for a she-boppin’ good time.
The show opens Thursday, March 7 and runs
through Sunday, March 10. Tickets run $43 to
$88. See popejoypresents.com/2018-2019-
season/kinky-boots for times and tickets. POPEJOY

HALL 203 CORNELL DR NE, 7:30PM alibi.com/v/66tk.

(Constance Moss) a

THE HIGHER THE
CHOCOLOATE

SCULPTURE, THE
CLOSER TO HEAVEN

So maybe you didn’t get the chocolates
you were hoping for on Valentine’s Day.
That’s totally OK, because there are other
days dedicated to chocolate during the
year, and this Saturday, March 9, is one
of them. This is when the Chocolate
Fantasy 2019 gala hits Hotel Albuquerque
for a night of the swankiest, tastiest
elbow-rubbing the city will see for a
while.This fundraiser event for the New
Mexico Museum of Natural History
Foundation features intricate chocolate

sculptures and tasting from the finest chefs and chocolatiers in New Mexico, as well as dinner, dancing and
both a silent and a live auction. The theme this year is Arabian Nights, meaning you can expect a delicious
Mediterranean menu for dinner. The event goes from 6pm to midnight, and reservations are required. Tickets
are $200 per person. Contact Sherri Wells at 841-2828 or swells@naturalhistoryfoundation.org to purchase
your tickets. HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE 800 RIO GRANDE BLVD NW, 6PM TO MIDNIGHT alibi.com/v/69og. (Robin Babb) a

SCEPTERS AND STUBBLE

In this era of desensitization, sometimes just being a
drag queen isn’t enough. How can already exaggerated
femininity be taken to an even higher level of gender-
bending bedlam, you ask? The answer is bearded drag
queens. These performers are at a whole new level of
glamour and self-awareness. So much so that Sidewinders
Ranch is holding the New Mexico Bearded Queen
Pageant, from which the winner and first runner-up will
move forward to compete in the National Bearded
Queen Pageant. Speaking of which, current National
Bearded Queen titleholder and special guest of the
evening, Joey Gallagher, performs as the shining
example of what the other bearded queens are aspiring
to. Head out to the local LGBTQ mecca on Saturday,
March 9 as the doors open at 8pm and the show kicks
off at 9 with a $10 cover for patrons 21 and older.
Watch these girls smolder and see who takes the
crown. SIDEWINDERS 8900 CENTRAL AVE SE, 8PM alibi.com/v/6cfh.

(Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

SANATANA DHARMA

All is one according to the underlying principal of
Hinduism, monism. Yet seen as a geographic or
even psychogeographic phenomenon, the wide-
ranging collection of faiths, rituals and practices
that are indigenous to the Indian subcontinent
collectively describe a very complex culture in
metaphysical and even quantum terms. Believe us,
the best way to learn about this intricate, belief-
based system of reality is to listen to one of its
practitioners. On Sunday, March 10 at 3pm local
expert V.M (Nitant) Kenkre—an emeritus distinguished
UNM physics professor—gives a lecture entitled
“What is Hinduism?” at the Albuquerque Museum’s
small auditorium. Designed for the general public
Kenkre’s discourse focuses on the scriptures like
the Bhagavad Gita as well as practices such as yoga, but also takes note of themes including the origin and
meaning of certain Hindu customs. This all ages lecture costs $15 for local American International
Association members and $20 for non-members. Students under 30 are free with a valid school ID.
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY 2000 MOUNTAIN RD NW, 3PM alibi.com/v/6cfz. (August March) a

THAT’S NOT A
UKULELE

Why, it’s something even smaller that
that. Perhaps the timple, a diminutive
five-string acoustic instrument played
brilliantly by the likes of Germán López
is capable of generating succulent yet
legitimate sounds more twee-sounding
than anything currently residing in the
instrument armory of many manic pixie
girls or Hawaiian surf lord wannabees.
To know the true answer to that
question, you must go see the concert
to be performed by López on Sunday,
March 10 at 7:30pm at the Outpost
Performance Space. It’s a kind of
island music that is going to come out
that night, gritty with the foot-stomping
exhortations of flamenco mixed brightly

with the rhythmic delicacies of West Africa. For this gig, López is jamming with guitarist Antonio Toledo, a
Spaniard that digs jazz and Brazilian music. For just $22 in advance or $27 the day of the show, all-ages pass
through the gates of eden and into string heaven. OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE 210 YALE BLVD SE, 7:30 TO 9:30PM

alibi.com/v/6bga. (August March) a

HEAVENLY BODIES

There’s not a ton of stuff to look at on
the desert ground, so why not turn your
attention to the vast New Mexican
skies and help astronomers search for
asteroids and comets? This Tuesday,
March 12, attend a free presentation
at the Museum of Natural History and
Science to learn how to Search for
Asteroids From Home. Participants are
given access to free software and
taught how to take photos of asteroids
and comets using research telescopes.
Home astronomers of all ages are
welcome to take part in this exciting
citizen science project being held at
the STEM Lecture Hall starting at
12:30pm. NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL

HISTORY AND SCIENCE 1801 MOUNTAIN RD NW,

12:30PM alibi.com/v/6cfg. (Joshua Lee) a

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

TUESDAY MARCH 12

SUNDAY MARCH 10

PHOTO BY JUAN RIVERA

IMAGE COURTESY OF AMP CONCERTS
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March 23, 2019

11am-5pm

at the
Santa Fe Convention Center

Building the Cannatopia
Creating our future for the cannabis and hemp industry.

presents

alibi.com/nmcannabisexpo

$10 General Addission

$5 w/ Medical Cannabis Card

Commerce Culture Cultivation Weekend
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ARTIST PROFILE

BY ALISA VALDES
ARTS | CULTURE SHOCK

La Lopez Returns
Famed Chicana painter Póla López is back for Qué Chola exhibit

a year, at least, and continues to have a

beautiful relationship with our state. She says

she must visit this place in order to spiritually

recharge before returning to the big city. The

endless bright blue, moody New Mexico skies,

the hot white stars, the zesty food and her

family are all things that connect Póla to her

spirit, and it is with her spirit that she creates

her art.

As an autodidact who went to the same

high school as this incredible painter, I’m truly

inspired by López’ journey as an artist. She has

proven to me that regardless of where you’re

from or the circumstances that life throws your

way, you can overcome anything and be

successful. López truly taught me a lot, and I

will always take from the interview she gave

me the two rules that she lives by: One, don’t

judge anything or anyone; and two, just enjoy

it; and if you don’t enjoy it, don’t do it at all. 

López is one of 26 artists featured in the

National Hispanic Center’s upcoming Qué

Chola exhibit, spotlighting “cholas and

homegirls in art and pop culture.” According

to NHCC, La Chola is “a significant figure in

the Latina imagination for the ways she

represents a feminine strength, power and

resilience in the face of racial, gender and

economic adversity. She is a figure that many

young Latinas in the U.S. admire and

emulate.” There will be an opening reception

on Friday, March 8 from 6 to 9pm at NHCC

(1701 Fourth Street SW). This event is free

and open to the public. Qué Chola runs

through Aug. 4. a

BY MICHAEL RASCON

B
orn and raised in Las Vegas, N.M., Póla

López nows lives in Los Angeles and is

one of the best-loved painters in

contemporary Chicanx art. She’s back in New

Mexico this week, as one of her pieces is being

featured in the Qué Chola Exhibit at the

National Hispanic Cultural Center. Like the

rest of her work, the painting is richly

evocative, making use of vivid, shocking color

to tell stories of women’s empowerment and

Chicana identity.

López began her journey as an artist at the

age of 6, when she had an inexplicable

spiritual experience with color, where she felt

herself literally fall into color and swim there.

Since that day she began drawing whenever

she could. But it wasn’t until high school that

she realized painting could be a career and a

movement.

When Póla was a senior at West Las Vegas

High School, the Brown Berets began to

occupy some of the buildings on campus. “Our

parents all told us—you know, back then, they

didn’t all think the word Chicano was a good

thing,” said López by phone from her Los

Angeles apartment last week, as she prepared

for the trip to Albuquerque. “So they told us to

stay home. But I was a rebel.”

López decided to sneak into the gym and

courtyard at the school, to see what was going

on. It was here that Póla had one of her most

profound experiences with art. She witnessed

the Brown Berets painting large murals which

included empowering Aztec imagery she’d

never seen before. “I was hooked,” she said.

The Brown Berets invited her to paint with

them, and it was in that moment she realized

that she wanted to pursue art as a career. 

After applying to New Mexico Highlands

University, López decided to forgo college. Her

father, a businessman and business owner,

struck up a deal with her. He loaned her one of

his buildings, in the old Las Vegas plaza, with

one stipulation: She’d have to run it as a

business, on her own. If she could manage that

without a degree, he wouldn’t make her go to

college.

It was in this building that Póla began to

sell art supplies to the local community,

because there was no other business doing so

in Las Vegas at the time. Through this business

Póla learned the ins and outs of being an artist,

from an unlikely source: her sales rep. “He

taught me all about the materials, and what

was used with what.”

López began to exhibit her work in the

front of the store. One day, a group of Chicanx

artists from Santa Fe stopped by. Seeing her

beautiful paintings, and shocked they’d never

heard of her, these artists, members of Luis

Tapia’s acclaimed collective La Cofradía de

Artes Y Artesanos Hispanicos, invited her to

join them. Shortly after, Póla packed up and

decided to move to Santa Fe and the rest, as

they say, was history.

Eventually López made her way to Los

Angeles, where she yearned to become part of

the Chicanx art scene. Though López felt like

an outsider, she eventually became a staple in

the art scene, and has been since.

Lopez describes herself as a selfish artist

who primarily paints for herself, though she

has often been commissioned to make art

pieces and murals throughout the country.

Most recently she has been asked to create

several grand murals in Los Angeles itself.

Breaking the fourth wall here for a

moment, I’d like to say that for me, as a

musician, writer and actors who is also from

Las Vegas, N.M., what’s most amazing about

López as an artist is the fact that she was self-

taught. Though she learned from many

talented artists throughout her years López was

not influenced early on by technique or

standards, and was, instead, influenced directly

by the shapes and colors of the northern New

Mexico landscape. This gave her to one of the

most unique art styles in the Chicanx art

scene. 

The profound symbolism found in López’s

art covers topics such as the tree of life, the

cosmic Earth mother, and the balancing of the

masculine and feminine energies of the Earth. 

López says her muse resides here in New

Mexico, and always will. She visits home twice

Creative Conjuring
Local artists talk process

I posed the question “What is your creative
process like?” to four local artists. Here are the
answers they gave.

Eryn Bent, Singer-Songwriter

I’m an autobiographical songwriter. I started
setting poetry to melody at age 14, and my
process is fairly similar today. There is the
occasional song that writes itself, one that is so
strongly felt that melody and lyrics come at
once. Mostly, when inspiration strikes, I record
the words onto paper or melodies onto my
phone as soon as I can, and put them together
from there. Once I get to the final stage of
writing, I tend to write one word, or a short
phrase at the top of my page that encapsulates
what I want the song to say. It’s easy to be a
wandering lyricist for me, and having a word or
phrase to work around helps me focus my
message to be as clear as possible.

Matt Gatton, Photosculptor

My work is a dialogue between me and the
subject. The process is Socratic. It’s a dialogue.
When I find someone I want to make a
sculpture of, I talk to them about their favorite
places, what they like to do, how they identify,
and then I gather images of things that are
important to them, and build an image of them
out of those images. I gather things that are
more evocative. Then they come look at the
piece and the process, and I get their response.
When you get real specific with someone, I
believe the work ironically becomes more
universal.

Sofia Embid, Actor 

I read the script for all the clues the writer
has given me about the character. I’m looking
into what they’re trying to tell me about who
this person should be, and then I will just
journal, like from the point of view of the
character. I’ll write how I feel about what’s
happening in a scene, or if there’s a passing
reference to having a shitty mom or something,
I write about that. Then it comes to actually
performing out loud, and trying it in lots of
different ways, and thinking of the different
kinds of ways a line could be delivered. I just try
it all and see how it feels, and what it looks like
then go with whatever feels right.

Daniel Moreno, Jazz Saxophonist

The challenge of being an improvisational
musician is seizing the moment while
performing music. To know what note to hit,
when to hit it, and how to hit it. When I
practice, I practice the technical aspects of
performing on a musical instrument, such as
playing in time, in tune and with a good sound. I
try to expand my vocabulary as a musician. I
train my fingers, lungs, mind, and body to be
able to play notes worth listening to. However,
when performing I try to let go of my thoughts,
my ego, my hard work on my instrument, and I
try to feel the feelings which are deep inside
my being. Deep down, we all experience the
same feelings. Feelings of joy, sorrow, anger,
hope, and love. I focus on those feelings when I
perform, and communicate raw emotions
through my instrument, so that those who are
listening can relate and experience those
emotions with me. a

COURTESY OF THE ARTISTPóla López
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BY ALISA VALDES

I
caught up with Will Spottedbear on the phone
as he drove from Minneapolis to Oklahoma
City a few days ago. Spottedbear says being a

joke-slinger is like being a truck driver. You’re
always on the road. He is not, however, always
on his way to Maverick McWilliams’ house, as
he was when we spoke.

“You know Maverick?” he asked.
Yup. I knew Maverick. I’d seen the comely

young Mr. McWilliams perform many times at
open mics and his own headlining shows in
Albuquerque, and considered him one of the
funniest comics in town—even if he was a
Republican. And you have to understand, those
two things—intentional hilarity and
Republicanism—have never, ever gone together
for me, until McWilliams. I still feel dirty when I
think about it.

“Well, he lives in Oklahoma now.”
Wait, what? Man. That sucks. Um,

Albuquerque? We need to talk. Please stop
hemorrhaging your brilliant ones. Please?

“I’m sleeping on his couch tonight,” said
Spottedbear. “We got real close, when I was
doing comedy on the regular in Albuquerque.”

Like his close pal McWilliams, Spottedbear is
comely too, though I cannot tell you how old he
is, because when I asked (as reporters are
supposed to do) he said, “After 18, who cares?
I’m an old man. My body’s weird. Just say that.” 

Okay.
Will Spottedbear was once an Albuquerque

local. He is still the genius comedian he was
then, and like so many other local bright-lings he
left for a bigger city with more opportunities, in
his case, Minneapolis. You know, Minneapolis,
where in 2016 this former Burque boy was
named the best comedian in town. That
Minneapolis. The accolades that city gave him
catapulted him to a comedy contest in Seattle,
where he was a semifinalist. And, guess what?
Y’alls get to go hear him spit his bit this week,
right here in the 505. He’s at Boiler Monkey
Friday, March 8 at 6pm, and at Red Velvet
Underground Saturday, March 9 at 9pm.

“I’m not just saying this,” he said, saying that
but not just saying that. “Albuquerque is my
favorite comedy town. I love performing there. I
come back all the time.”

Um. Why? Why is this one of his favorite
towns? Other than that he once lived here and
had to leave for better opportunities?

“The comics there. Man. They are just really
supportive. So I got mad love for this scene, just
because of how nice everyone there was to me
when I was starting out. It’s nice to come down
and see these people who mean so much to me.”

And this, my friends, is the thing many
people don’t understand about comedians. When
they’re not onstage making fun of people, they
are off stage, caring very deeply about people.
Too deeply. So deeply, in fact, that life gets heavy
and, yes, lots of comedians are actually really
effing depressed—including Spottedbear, who
has found a unique way of dealing with
depression.

“I wrote a comic book. It’s also a coloring
book. It’s called Depressed Superhero. I sell them
when I’m out. It’s honestly just about dealing
with depression.”

In that case, we’ll order four … ty hundred …
thousand. Thanks!

What advice would Spottedbear give to new
comics, or old comics who just keep screwing up
but don’t give up?

“Okay. Think about comedy like this. You get
up on that stage, and it’s like talking to your
partner’s parents for the first time. They don’t
want to hate you, but they know you’re fucking
something they care a lot about. That’s a good
crowd. That’s the best case. A rough crowd is like
talking to your ex’s parents. They’re a little mad
at you, but if you work hard enough you might
still win them over, but probably not. I always
look at shows like a fight, except instead of trying
to hurt someone you’re trying to persuade
somebody to do a very particular thing, which is
to laugh.”

And how, praytell, does one do that?
“It’s like teaching. You gotta be a little more

generalized, and then walk people to the
specificness. The thing about Albuquerque that I
love that’s way different from Minnesota is the
way there’s a lot more military people around. I
was in the military, and a lot of my jokes are
about that. In Albuquerque, every dude with a
ponytail you see, all the hippies, they’re veterans.
It’s a weird thing, but guaranteed, one hundred
percent, any guy with a ponytail is a combat vet.
When I talk about veteran stuff in Albuquerque I
don’t have to walk them to the specifics like I do
in Minneapolis.”

What else is Spottedbear gonna be joking
about?

“Comic books. I’m a huge comic book nerd.
Not like Sheldon from “Big Bang Theory” or
anything. Not trying to alienate anyone. I’ll talk
about growing up in Pittsburgh, about being
native but everyone thinks you’re white, there’s a
lot to mine there. I’m excited. I’m just excited to
be back in Albuquerque, because I can sincerely
tell you it is like no other place I have ever been,
and most of all, it is nothing whatsoever like
Seattle. Seattle is a bunch of normal people
trying to act weird, but Albuquerque?
Albuquerque is a bunch of weird people, trying
to act normal.”

Pretty much. a

He’s Bringing Funny Back
Comedian Will Spottedbear is back in Burque

Will Spottedbear COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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THURSDAY MARCH 7

WORDS
CANVAS ARTISTRY KITCHEN MUSIC ART BAR Burque Revolt Poetry
Slam. Open mic and poetry slam with vendors and a DJ. Special poetry
feature by Toluwanimi Obiwole from Denver Slam Nuba. 3120 Central
Ave SE. 7-10pm. 21+. alibi.com/v/5ydv.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Joel Harrison’s Free Country. One
of the premier jazz artists to bridge the worlds of jazz, classical, Americana
and traditions from India and Africa plays live in support of his new
work. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $20-$25. 7:30pm. 268-0044.
alibi.com/v/69hr.

LEARN
KELLER HALL Heterophony: Texture, Technique and Social Commentary.
The lecture from Kwami Coleman, Ph.D. includes ’60s jazz avant-garde
and musicians’ interests in heterophonic musical textures as well as
original music utilizing heterophony and “noise” in a solo electronic
and improvised format. University of New Mexico. 2-3:30pm.
alibi.com/v/6b6h.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Grant Research and Writing. Learn
how to find available funds, determine if a funder is the right fit for an
organization, develop techniques to manage the steps required to
work with funders and so much more. 4121 Cutler Ave NE. $0-$15.
10-11:30am. ALL-AGES! 224-9808. alibi.com/v/6bac.

FILM
KIMO THEATRE Welcome to Night Vale. A podcast in the style of
community updates for the small desert town of Night Vale with weather,
news, mysterious lights in the sky, dark figures with unknowable powers
and cultural events. 423 Central Ave NW. 8-10pm. 768-3544.
alibi.com/v/6bcz.

FRIDAY MARCH 8

WORDS
WAREHOUSE 508 ABQ Unidos Poetry Slam. An open mic and poetry
slam just for youth. 508 First Street NW. 7-9pm. 13+. 296-2738.
alibi.com/v/5yek.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Shrek The Musical. The tale of an
unlikely hero who finds himself on a life-changing journey alongside
a wisecracking donkey and a feisty princess who resists her rescue.
224 San Pasquale Ave SW. $17-$25. 7:30-10pm. ALL-AGES!
242-4750. alibi.com/v/69qx.

VSA NORTH 4TH ART CENTER Travels with My Aunt. An adaptation of
Graham Green’s comic novel tells the odyssey of a dull, retired bank
manager, who reunites with his 75-year-old aunt at his mother’s crema-
tion. 4904 Fourth Street NW. $20-$25. 7:30-10pm. 13+. 404-8462.
alibi.com/v/6au2.

SONG & DANCE
SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER Los Flamenquitos. The
National Institute of Flamenco and Tierra Adentro of N.M. bring talented
performers showcasing flamenco and Spanish dance. 1025 Broadway
Blvd SE. $10-$15. 8pm. ALL-AGES! 242-7600. alibi.com/v/6ba3.

FILM
KIMO THEATRE Banff Mtn. Film Festival World Tour. The festival features
films that journey to exotic locations, paddle the wildest waters and
climb the highest peaks, igniting the passion for adventure. 423 Central
Ave NW. 7-9pm. 768-3544. alibi.com/v/6be3.

USTUDIOS The Colt Balok Show. Come out for a taping of N.M.’s only
TV talk show filming live with a studio audience. 912 Third Street NW.
6-7:30pm. 13+. alibi.com/v/6ais.

SATURDAY MARCH 9

WORDS
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARYHistoric Movie Theaters of N.M.: An Author Talk
with Jeff Berg. The author discusses his most recent work. 6901 Barstow
St NE. 2-3pm. ALL-AGES! 857-8321. alibi.com/v/6bd5.

INDIAN PUEBLO CULTURAL CENTERBook Signing: Valerie Rangel. Meet
the author of Environmental Justice in New Mexico, stories of the struggle
in a war to protect the integrity of natural systems, religious freedom and
the continuation of traditional customs. 2401 12th Street NW. Noon-2pm.
ALL-AGES! 724-3506. alibi.com/v/6az2.

ART
OT CIRCUS GALLERY Skin and Bones: The Photography of Pat Berrett.
Featuring images composed of animal bones and nudes combined. Light
refreshments are available and the artist raffles off some wonderful prizes.
709 Central Ave NW. 5-9pm. ALL-AGES! 415-4643. alibi.com/v/6bcq.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Shrek The Musical. 224 San Pasquale
Ave SW. $17-$25. 7:30-10pm. ALL-AGES! See 3/8 listing.

VSA NORTH 4TH ART CENTER Travels with My Aunt. 4904 Fourth Street
NW. $20-$25. 7:30-10pm. 13+. See 3/8 listing.

SONG & DANCE
SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER Los Flamenquitos. 1025
Broadway Blvd SE. $10-$15. 8pm. ALL-AGES! See 3/8 listing.

ST. STEPHEN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Solid Grounds
Coffeehouse. Ceili Bandis entertains with fast-paced jigs and reels,
lilting waltzes and rousing sea shanties from the Irish traditional repertoire.
4601 Juan Tabo NE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES! 293-9673. alibi.com/v/6c2t.

FILM
KIMO THEATRE Banff Mtn. Film Festival World Tour. The festival features
films that journey to exotic locations, paddle the wildest waters and
climb the highest peaks, igniting the passion for adventure. 423 Central
Ave NW. 7-10pm. 768-3544. alibi.com/v/6be2.

SUNDAY MARCH 10

ART
INDIAN PUEBLO CULTURAL CENTER A View into the Collection. A
look into the vault with works of art and artifacts rarely seen by the
public, only offered quarterly and led by the collections specialist,
who shares stories about the history and significance. Registration
required. 2401 12th Street NW. $0-$9. 10am-noon. ALL-AGES!
724-3546. alibi.com/v/6azg.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Shrek The Musical. 224 San
Pasquale Ave SW. $17-$25. 2pm. ALL-AGES! See 3/8 listing.

VSA NORTH 4TH ART CENTER Travels with My Aunt. 4904 Fourth
Street NW. $20-$25. 7:30-10pm. 13+. See 3/8 listing.

SONG & DANCE
FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF ALBUQUERQUE Guitar N.M. Annual
Fundraising. Jeremy and Kelsey Mayne, Justin Muehlmeyer, and
Gregg Gershanok and Sydd Urgula provide entertainment for the
annual fundraiser. 3701 Carlisle Blvd NE. $25-$35. 3-5pm.
ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6b86.

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS EPISCOPAL CHURCH Leonardo’s
World. Música Antigua de Albuquerque performs a concert of music
from the time of Leonardo da Vinci featuring vocal and instrumental
works using period instruments. 601 Montano Rd NW. $20 general
admission ($15 seniors, $10 students). 4:30-6:15pm. 13+.
842-9613. alibi.com/v/6c0h.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Art in New Spain.
Dr. Ray Hernández Durán looks at the Bourbon monarchy and its
policies and examines how works of art reflect the developments
that define the 18th century in New Spain. 2000 Mountain Rd NW.
2-3pm. ALL-AGES! 764-3515. alibi.com/v/67ku.

FILM
GUILD CINEMA ’80s Sunday Matinee: Dirty Dancing. N.M.
Entertainment brings another classic ’80s film to the screen. 3405
Central Ave NE. 1-3pm. 255-1848. alibi.com/v/6bg6.

KIMO THEATRE Beyond Rubicon Hunt Film Festival. A celebration
of a hunter’s way of life through outdoor films. 423 Central Ave NW.
1-6pm. 768-3544. alibi.com/v/6bg7.

TUESDAY MARCH 12

WORDS
INDIAN PUEBLO CULTURAL CENTER Pueblo Book Club: White
Shell Water Place by F. Richard Sanchez. A monthly explorations
of literature related to the Pueblo experience. This month’s selec-
tion is an anthology of Native authors offering a counter-narrative
to All Trails Lead to Santa Fe. 2401 12th Street NW. 2-4pm.
ALL-AGES! 843-7270. alibi.com/v/6b5v.

STAGE
RUDOLFO ANAYA LIBRARY Ellielda. This show follows the lives
of two fictional comedy icons forced together on the vaudeville
circuit. Eight characters, two actresses and a whole lotta shots.
7704 Second Street NW. Noon-1pm. ALL-AGES! 897-8823.
alibi.com/v/6bde.

SONG & DANCE
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Joe Lovano Trio Tapestry with
Marilyn Crispell and Carmen Castaldi. Enjoy a bevvy of legendary
jazz musicians live. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $25-$30. 7:30pm.
268-0044. alibi.com/v/69hs.

FILM
HILAND THEATER 12th Annual N.M. Italian Film and Culture
Festival. Enjoy eight films as well as the food and wine of Italy.
4800 Central Ave SE. $12. 5-10pm. 15+. 262-9301.
alibi.com/v/69y7.

ARTS

CALENDAR

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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The Fractured Earth
Fracking bill would stop drilling to investigate process

BY AUGUST MARCH

S
enate Bill 459 would prohibit the

issuance of new hydraulic fracturing

permits within the state of New Mexico.

The bill would create a new section in the

New Mexico Oil and Gas act aimed at

ending the fossil-fuel mining practice until

2023, when it has been fully studied and

plans made for its regulation, even its end.

In the interim, several state agencies—

including the Department of Health, the

Indian Affairs Department and the

Department of Environment—would be

tasked with completing yearly reports on

hydraulic fracturing (fracking, for pop culture

and common usage purposes) and the many

issues associated with its use in producing

non-sustainable energy products.

Clearly it is hoped that such yearly

reporting will result in a smoking gun

presented to our governor and the

Legislature with an unwritten goal of

ultimately ending the practice for all time. 

It is hoped that the state, through its own

laws and subsequent oversight actions, will

ultimately discover that the dangers of

fracking outweigh the benefit that such

mining procedures provide to citizens of the

Land of Enchantment and thereafter, do the

right thing.

How could it be otherwise when fracking

is the ultimate process for extracting a

diminishing source of energy from an at-risk

Earth. The produce of these efforts, more

natural gas and petroleum, are still being

marketed by corporate utility and fuel

companies that indeed see the writing on the

wall. Oh, they’ll get on board with

renewables, but first they want a last go at

the fabled teat that gave so much gold and

gravy to their fathers and grandfathers.

Before SB 459 was to be discussed at this

year’s Legislature, the Energy, Minerals and

Natural Resources Department reported to

the Senate Conservation Committee,

presenting their annual report and telling

members that little research on the effects of

fracking in New Mexico has been done.

Further, it became clear to the committee

that there is nothing in current law that

allows the state to regulate multi-stage

horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracking

differently from the methods used to regulate

conventional vertical drilling.

In case you are interested, the legislation

in question defines fracking as “the process of

injecting fluid into an oil- or natural gas-

bearing rock formation adjacent to the

borehole of an existing oil or natural gas well

for the purpose of either creating new

fractures or expanding existing fractures [in

the Earth] to stimulate the flow of oil into

the well of oil or natural gas that would

otherwise remain [trapped] in the rock

formation.”

The results of such endeavors are

verifiably disastrous. They involve lots of

water too, an aspect of the issue which brings

it nearly to critical mass in this desert state

where global warming has resulted in local

phenomena like the main river in the state

drying up during the summer.

Fracking uses a lot of water that is not

returned to the water table and dissipates

underground, unusable for drinking purposes.

Additionally, fracking returns polluted water

from the mining process to the surface.

Further, much of the land available to be

fracked is either public land held in trust or

Tribal land; both are integral to a healthy

human relationship with the Earth.

Finally the gear and materials left behind

by mining crews scar and degrade the natural

landscape. And the problematic process may

even cause earthquakes. How’s that for an

issue guaranteed to get the public involved

in the lawmaking process?

Into this arena, as citizens in the state and

the world become more aware of what this

planet-wrecking procedure entails,

activists—teachers, fathers, mothers, tribe

members, regular folks—have been reaching

out to their leadership and to the press about

making it clear that not only is fracking a

technological dead end, the whole process

from start to finish damages the Earth in

ways that are immediate, long-lasting and

perhaps even civilization shattering.

The way I know about this, besides my

own interest and reading, is because several

local anti-fracking activists called and

emailed our editorial department last week.

One of them, Karen Waters, told me over

the phone that on the day the bill was to be

heard by the Senate Conservation

Committee, it was shuffled to the bottom of

the meeting’s agenda, and only given 30

minutes of discussion at the end of the day.

Waters complained that her attempt to tell

Committee Chair Cervantes about her

displeasure regarding the limited discussion

time—she and fellow activists brought many

visual resources and experts to testify in favor

of the fracking moratorium after all—was

met by nonchalance as a panel of lawmakers

essentially said they’d take the matter up

later, at their discretion.

So I asked Ms. Waters to draw up the

citizen activists who had been at that

meeting, to bring them to Alibi HQ and to

spend a morning telling me and our readers

why fracking is so dang bad for New Mexico.

She brought herself and five others: Venni

Siri and Margarita Mercure Hibbs from Frack

Free Four Corners; Ann Chavez Barudin, a

member of Kewa Pueblo; local father and

farmer Mark LeClaire and Eileen Shendo,

the daughter of longtime District 22 State

Senator Benny Shendo.

This is what the people had to say about

fracking.

Weekly Alibi: Karen you had some

problems the other day at the

Legislature. Can you please tell our

readers about those problems?

Karen Waters: Well what happened was we
were supposed to be heard first. We got
pushed to last. And not only were we pushed
to last, we were only allowed 30 minutes.
And we had specific speakers, scientists. We
had a geologist. We had a hydrologist. They
were each allowed five minutes. Ms. Sedillo
Lopez, one of the sponsors of the bill, spoke
for about 10 minutes. Then Senator Benny
Shendo, who has Chaco Canyon as part of
his district, spoke. They were both very
effective, but after they spoke there was only
10 minutes left. On top of it Senator
Cervantes was rude. He wasn’t rude
anywhere else during the proceedings. He
asked for a show of hands to see who was
supporting and who wasn’t supporting the
bill. He saw there were a substantial amount
of supporters, but was still rude to us. And
then they tabled it. We haven’t heard
anything since.

Have you talked to Senators Shendo

and Sedillo Lopez about rescheduling?

Mark LeClaire: It will probably be heard
Tuesday, March 5.

OK. So that’s where we are now.

Karen: In a nutshell.

Well hopefully all those things that

were frustrating for you last week will

be rectified. We’ll keep our readers

posted on that. Ms. Hibbs, tell me a

little bit about the bill. What does it

mean for New Mexico citizens?

Marguerita Mercure Hibbs: I think that
Senate Bill 459 means that New Mexico and
all of its citizens will finally have the rules
and concepts of accountability,
environmental impact studies—how
fracking affects our air and water—finally
available. That means our senators and state
legislators will have a full body of
information available with regards to the
impact of fracking and fracking industry,
which by the way, represents about 90
percent of the drilling taking place in New
Mexico today.

Doesn’t fracking seem like a last resort

to you? The attempt to find what very

little fossil fuel is left instead of

making the outright switch, the

common sense evolution to

renewables?

With a state like New Mexico, where on
average we have 320 sunny days per year, it
seems to make sense, yes. I think you
captured that accurately. When an industry
composed of corporations is allowed to make
top-level profits for itself while paying only
two percent in gross receipts taxes, while
citizens pay between five and eight percent,
we’re essentially subsidizing that industry.
And they take credit for that largesse. And
the reality is that they are essentially
polluters.

The state takes the revenue from the

oil and gas industry really seriously.

Well, yes.

Anti-fracking activists (L-R) Ann Chavez Barudin, Jenni Siri, Eileen Shendo, Karen Waters, Mark LeClaire and

Margarita Mercure Hibbs
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Mark LeClaire: I want to point
something out about that.
Right on, that’s good.

Most of the fracking in New Mexico is done
on state or federal
land. That’s our land.
Those are our
resources!

And corporations

are profiting from

their use?

It’s like they’ve sunk
their teeth into New
Mexico. The state
gives them that land
for as little as $2 per
acre.

As leases?

Yes.

And afterwards they

leave a mess behind.

I’ve seen photos of

the operations. I

recall that even our

former state land

commissioner, a

Republican turned

Libertarian publicly

lamented those

outcomes.

Eileen Shendo: They’re
not only eyesores.
There are actually contaminates in the
machinery, in the equipment, in the soil and
water, all left behind. That’s something we
really have to educate ourselves about. As
you can see, and as was brought up in the
first meeting of the
Conservation
Committee, the state
is unaware of many
of these
environmental issues
happening at and
around fracking
facilities.

Well not even the

La Tejana’s state

land

commissioner was

aware of the

degradation going

on until he took a

deeper look.

Ann Chavez Barudin: Exactly. And that
calls into question whether any of this
qualifies as environmental racism because a
lot of this degradation is happening on tribal
land and on public trust lands. It’s almost
like gas and oil corporations are taking
advantage of the lack of regulation to
further destabilize the most vulnerable of
populations.

Eileen Shendo: Economics says it all.
This is happening in the counties where
they can’t even afford to come in and clean
up afterwards, much less do they have the
legal counsel to represent such communities
and keep companies that frack away. Poor
people suffer because of fracking.
Do these communities get anything

back from fracking?

[sound of general disdainful laughter]

The royalties on the leases range from
$200 per month to $1,500 per month. When
corporations say that people are being paid
royalties, that they are in on conversations
regarding fracking, it’s only to a minimal

extent. And they [the oil and gas
companies] don’t acknowledge the language
barrier. Over 70 percent of these wells are in
the San Juan Basin, in a Navajo-speaking

community. It’s like
this is the national
sacrifice zone. Like
you said, this is the
last resort.
What’s the main

problem with

fracking, then?

All: Water loss and
contamination!

Mark, could you

address that

further?

Fracking is like
extreme energy
extraction. Some of
the issues that we
have with it include
the air pollution that
comes with it. When
they first drill the
well, a lot of natural
gas vents into the
atmosphere. So now
we have a huge
methane cloud
hovering over the four

corners. Not only is that methane a very
potent greenhouse gas—it’s almost a
hundred times as powerful as carbon
dioxide—but other gasses come up too and
they threaten the health of the community.

Gasses and chemicals
like toluene,
benzene, hydrogen
sulfide are very
poisonous and
damaging to the
environment.

And does this

legislation call for

studying such

overt pollution?

Absolutely. This
legislation requires
state agencies like
the Department of
Health to look at the

health effects of fracking and report on
those effects to the state Legislature. As it is
now, the industry has circumvented the
study of these collateral impacts on
consumers. No one has been critically
looking at any of this. They only have to
look at a very narrow scope of requirements
to begin drilling. We are asking for all these
ill effects—health effects, environmental
effects—to be looked at, under the lens, by
our state Legislature.

Eileen Shendo: We want them to
acknowledge that there are problems and act
accordingly.

Mark LeClaire: Everyone wants to talk
about green energy. No one wants to deal
with the root of our problems. Here is one of
the biggest roots; let’s start digging that up
one instead.
Editor’s Note: As of press time, the hearing for

SB 459 in the Senate Conservation Committee

has yet to be rescheduled. Weekly Alibi urges

Senator Cervantes to reschedule this committee

hearing and give New Mexico citizens an

opportunity to be heard. a

Fracking IMAGE BY ANITA STARZYCKA

Mining operations in the San Juan Basin

IMAGE BY LAURA PASKUS, NM POLITICAL REPORT
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BY ROBIN BABB

T
he first thing you should know about

Wine.Dive before you walk in is that it’s

not what you’re expecting. The low-key

wine bar recently took over the corner spot

at Second and Gold Street that used to

house Art Bar, and not much has changed

about the dramatic, dance club space except

for a gorgeous floor-to-

ceiling wine shelf and a

big wall mural by local

artist Reyes Padilla. But

with a tailored,

reasonably priced food

menu and an

approachable wine list,

they’re slowly changing

the place into a casual

hangout and a unique

addition to the

Downtown dining and

drinking scene.
The wine list is,

justifiably, one of the big
draws at this place. I
appreciate that it’s not
stacked with hundreds of
different wines—the
“more is better”
approach to a wine list
only serves to give
customers decision
paralysis, in my experience. Their diverse
but curated wine list makes for an easier
experience, as does the staff that’s happy to
make recommendations and let you taste
wines before you order a glass. 

The list is also divided into three price
points, which is an immensely realistic way
to do it. Flip to the first page in their spiral
notebook menus and you’ll see the first
price point: a list of wines they offer by
either the glass or bottle. These
exceptionally well-priced wines are
nonetheless well thought-out: There’s two
different Albariño whites, a red and a white
from Côtes du Rhône, and a good mix of old
and new world wines represented. There’s
even a rosé that’s on draft. Like, there’s
literally a draft handle for it behind the bar,
next to the beers. And you know what? It’s
not even half bad.

The white Côtes du Rhône ($7 glass, $26
bottle) from Famille Perrin is light and
lemongrassy, buttery and not too sweet. It’s
very easy to drink on its own or with any of
the lighter dishes on the menu. I also tried

couple standards like a green chile stew that
doesn’t pull punches on heat ($6) and a
steak with frites that, unusually, comes with
free second helpings if you clean your plate
($22). There’s also some solid B-sides, like a
super satisfying “bitter salad” with radicchio
and red kale that’s simply dressed in a citrus
vinaigrette and tossed with toasted cashews
($9). This diversity in dishes makes it good
for a sit-down, date night dinner or for a
small plate at the bar experience. The food
list is small at the moment, but I suspect

Downtown Wine Bar: Redux
New bar Wine.Dive has great food and diverse wine list

Wine.Dive

119 Gold Ave. SW
636-8050

abqwinedive.com
Hours: Mon Closed, Tue-Wed 4-10pm, 

Thu-Sat 4-11pm, Sun 4-10pm
Vibe: A mix of dance club and casual wine bar.

Alibi Recommends: The Famille Perrin Côtes du
Rhône, the cauliflower steak 

and the mix-and-match charcuterie

more dishes may get added in the coming
months—Wine.Dive has only been open
about three weeks as of now, so they’re still
solidly in the A/B testing range. 

The cauliflower steak ($16) is another
dish that shows some forethought. Intended
as a vegetarian version of the steak frites,
this charred cauliflower steak with
chimichurri and green chile reduction is a
classy dish that packs big flavor. The chile

reduction is especially
genius as an alternative to
ketchup or mayo for the
fries, with a whole lot of
concentrated savory flavor
and just enough heat to
keep things interesting.
Like the steak frites, you
can order a second helping
of this dish for free—a
concept I’ve not really
seen, outside of the Texas
“eat this whole 72-ounce
steak in one sitting and you
get it for free” situations. 

There’s one other part of
the menu, too: the
charcuterie. Lots more
places in Albuquerque are
starting to catch onto the
popularity of the very
European “put some meat
and cheese on a board”
style of dining. Wine.Dive
does it a little differently
than most, because they let

you choose individual components from a
list to build into a plate—a small plate of
Humboldt fog cheese, a small plate of
Serrano ham, plus a little dish of pickled
veggies or olives. This build-your-own
approach is ideal because it means you can
skip the stuff you don’t want, but, like tapas,
it also makes it incredibly easy to run away
with yourself and over-order. Caution is
advised. 

While Wine.Dive has some kinks to
hammer out in terms of its appearance and
branding—most notably, they need to get a
real sign that’s visible from the street—they
have plenty of time to do so. Their night
club look is kind of at odds with the
intimate, unfussy vibe that they’re trying to
impart—especially during the daytime,
when the high, dark ceilings and the DJ
table in the corner feel a little silly. But
however it looks, the unique, well-priced
food menu and the varied wine list win me
over big time. I’ll be back pretty regularly
this summer to drink my way through their
wine list. a

CHOWTOWN

BY ROBIN BABB

the Martin Codax Albariño ($8 glass/ $30
bottle; and listen, I’ve been very excited
about the warmer weather and I’m only
drinking white wines to prove it), which
proved a mellow and minerally example of
the genre that I quite liked. 

The food menu is equally well
considered. The small selection of entrées is
interesting and also priced well. There are a

DOWNTOWN

MARBLE BREWERY
111 Marble Ave NW, 243-2739 • $$

[Brewery] After admiring the expanded interior and
hip industrial-style lighting, have an award-winning
beer or three and wobble on over to whatever food
truck is there (which you can find on their website).
While the trucks stay until about 10pm, Marble is
open ’til midnight every night except Sunday. Listen to
some live bands on the community patio every
Saturday night, or grab a growler, six-pack or keg to go
if you want to avoid the loyal following this
Albuquerque favorite has gathered.

SIDETRACK BREWERY
413 Second Street SW, 832-7183 • $$

[Brewery, New Mexican, Wine Bar] If you’re in
need of a good conversation and a personalized
sampling flight, Sidetrack is the best brewery to go to.
The servers are personable and chatty, but if you’re
feeling introspective or want a private conversation,
take your drink and meal (the food is provided by
local restaurants that they have on rotation) and head
out to the gorgeous patio. The beer selection is always
changing, so there’s always something new to try at
this modern taproom.

NORTH VALLEY

FARM & TABLE
8917 Fourth Street NW, 503-7124 • $$$

[Organic/Locally Grown, American, Fine Dining,
Fusion] The Far North Valley setting is gorgeous,
inside and out. (The spacious courtyard overlooks 10
acres of farm field.) The local and organic ingredients
are meticulously sourced, and the food is reasonably
priced for the level of quality you get. Several salad
options and vegetarian entrées make it a perfect
place to graze. For brunch, try their carne adovada
with eggs. Don’t forget a refreshing dessert of house-
made ice cream or a sorbet trio.

OLD TOWN

LEVEL 5
2000 Bellamah Ave NW, 318-3998 • $$$$

[American, New Mexican, Bar, Fine Dining] Need
to impress somebody from out of town? Take them to
Level 5. This rooftop restaurant and bar on top of
Hotel Chaco has panoramic views of the Sandias and
a cocktail menu made for people who really like good
cocktails. Want to know what venison carpaccio tastes
like? Or a $48 steak? Make a reservation at Level 5
tonight.

UNIVERSITY

EL PATIO DE ALBUQUERQUE
142 Harvard Dr SE, 268-4245 • $$

[New Mexican] A can’t-miss New Mexican spot
steeped in lived-in UNM area charm. There are
amazing beans, potatoes and, of course, sopaipillas.
And some really tasty green chile chicken enchiladas,
all of which are complemented by a cerveza or a wine
cocktail. And live guitar music. And a cool patio on
which to take the evening air. If there’s Frito pie on the
specials board, get it.

Wine.Dive’s impressive wine wall

So I Guess It’s Spring Now?
Remember how it was just snowing and
everyone in the city was sick? And then how it
suddenly became spring last week, with temps in
the 60s and sun every day? Yeah, that was a cool
and fun trick, Mother Nature.

Which is not to say I’m complaining. This early
warm spell has warmed my frozen little heart
over and got me spending a lot more time
outside. Which is why I’m featuring some of my
favorite restaurant and bar patios in the city this
week, to let everyone know that the springtime
day drinking season has officially begun. Yes, I
am the arbiter on these things. For proof, come
find me on any one of these patios from now until
autumn hits, margarita in hand. a

ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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FOOD | FOOD FOR THOUGHT

BY ROBIN BABB

“A
re you a podcast person?” is a question I

find myself asking people a lot, typically

right before I recommend a podcast to

them, regardless of their answer. It’s usually one

of the podcasts below. 
There’s a wealth of excellent storytelling

about food happening these days, and podcasts
seem to be the medium of choice. And for good
reason: There’s a lot to be said for the
accessibility of audio, the ability to hear
interviewees clearly in their own words and the
appeal of listening to something about food
while you’re cooking. These are just a few of the
reasons I’ve become an evangelist about these
shows.

Whether or not you’re a bonafide podcast
person yet, consider this brief list my evergreen
recommendations for
an entrée into food
radio.

Bon Appétit

Foodcast

If you’ve spent any
significant amount of time with me I’ve brought
up the Bon Appétit Foodcast. My love for this
publication and their many media iterations
knows no bounds. It’s full of big personalities
and great writers.
Bon Appétit’s Foodcast doesn’t have a super
specific format, but it’s usually a couple of the
editorial and/or test kitchen staff talking about
one or two stories from the latest issue. Editor in
Chief Adam Rapoport (called “Rapo” by the
staff) hosts the show with plenty of ribbing of
his colleagues and a kind of New York City
brashness that, somehow, isn’t annoying. Senior
Food Editor Andy Baraghani dives deep on
some of the techniques in his recipes and Amiel
Stanek, the editor of the Basically section, tells
you how to brew the perfect cup of coffee in an
approachable, unpretentious way. Chefs and
restaurateurs and food people of all sorts get
interviewed on the show, and there are often
eating sounds, and everyone is laughing by the
end. I recommend listening to this one in the
kitchen while you’re cooking something labor-
intensive and delicious.

Toasted Sister

If you’ve been around
for a minute, you might
remember that I
interviewed
Albuquerque-based
Andi Murphy, the host
of Toasted Sister Podcast,
last year. Murphy
wanted to cover more
Native American food

stories in her day job as a producer at Native
America Calling—but her boss wanted her to
branch out into other kinds of stories. So, about
two years ago, Murphy started Toasted Sister
Podcast as a passion project to focus on the food
stories she was craving.

In each episode, Murphy highlights one story
in the world of Native American food, a world
that is as fascinating as it is endlessly evolving.
Often they’re interviews with Indigenous chefs,
sometimes they give a history of a certain food
or technique, and sometimes they get deeply
political—as when Murphy interviewed Dr.
Kalama Niheu about the vast cultural
appropriation and profiting off of poke, a
traditional Hawaiian food.

Murphy’s radio producer chops are also
apparent in the quality of the interviewing and
recording here. I always find these stories
interesting, and know for a fact that the work
that she puts into this labor of love is staggering. 

Gravy

Southern Foodways
Alliance is one of the
cooler food
organizations out
there. They strive to
collect, document and
amplify the stories of
Southern food
producers past and
present, especially the
Black communities
whose efforts and
ingenuity have largely gone unsung. Gravy is the
name of both their podcast and their quarterly
print publication, both of which tell stories of
the Southern food world that is deeply rooted in
tradition and rapidly evolving—again, largely
thanks to the efforts and ingenuity of
communities of color. Tune in to hear expertly
reported stories about Charlotte, N.C.’s
(sometimes problematic) attempts to rebrand
itself as a food destination, the pay-what-you-
can restaurant phenomenon and what
Louisville’s answer to chilaquiles looks like.

Racist Sandwich

Simply put, Racist
Sandwich is a podcast
about food and race.
It’s hosted by
Portland-based Chef
Soleil Ho (who
recently became the
Restaurant Critic at
the San Francisco
Chronicle) and
journalist Zahir Janmohamed, who met at a
house party and bonded over their shared
experience of having their “ethnic” school
lunches mocked by their peers in grade school.
In each episode they tackle an instance of
cultural appropriation in food, discuss the
communities of color that brought the food to
your table or highlight a person of color in the
food world who’s blazing trails. As one reviewer
put it, Racist Sandwich is “The most woke
podcast in Portland.” That’s saying a lot, y’all.

The future status of the podcast is uncertain
since Soleil Ho got her new SF Chronicle job,
but either way you ought to check out the back
episodes. Start with number one, where they
explain how the podcast got its name. It
involves Portlanders being racially tone deaf.
Who’d have thought? a

Food on the Airwaves
Reading is for chumps. 

Tune into these four food podcasts instead.
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Weekly Alibi's

Best of Burque Music

Visit alibi.com/bucks to buy tickets

The winning bands will play on

Saturday 3/30

#BoBM2019

#BoBMVoteDamnit
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FILM | FILM REVIEW

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

A
half-clothed woman wanders, wounded,

through a blinding landscape of snow. The

camera follows her, tracking her stumbling

progress from directly overhead. Wailing and

clearly at the end of her endurance, she

collapses. An intertitle card informs us that

the film we have just watched was based on a

true story. The end credits roll. Believe it or

not, that is actually the opening shot of

filmmaker provocateur Gaspar Noé’s latest fit

of cinematic

madness. Clearly,

Noé is warning

fans and detractors

alike that he’ll be

in full satyrical

(not satirical),

lecherous

prankster god

mode for this one.

Following the

end credits, we

jump to a series of

interviews jittering

on an old video

monitor. An off-

screen voice

quizzes a parade of

characters we’re

about to meet,

questioning their

sexual history,

their experience with drugs and their

commitment to the art of dance. Stacked on

one side of the video monitor is a jumble of art

and philosophy books—from Kafka to Buñuel

to Emil Cioran. On the other side of the

monitor is a pile of VHS cassettes—a library of

the world’s most transgressive cult films: Pier

Paolo Pasolini’s Salò, or the 120 Days of Sodom,

Luis Buñuel and Salvador Dalí’s “Un Chien

Andalou,” Kenneth Anger’s “The

Inauguration of the Pleasure Dome,” Jan

Kounen’s “Vibroboy,” Lucio Fulci’s Zombie,

Dario Argento’s Suspria. Once again, by

wearing his influences so boldly on his sleeve

(the collections are undoubtedly culled from

Noé’s own shelves), our writer-director is

giving us fair warning. Strap in folks, it’s gonna

be a long, dark trip.

The films of Gaspar Noé are both seductive

to and assaultive to the senses. Climax is no

exception to that rule. If you’ve witnessed the

horrifying exploitative pull of 2002’s

Irreversible or the queasy psychedelic death trip

fantasia of 2009’s Enter the Void, you kinda

know what you’re in for. It’s a glitter-bomb, but

a deadly one. Climax is both lurid and alluring,

expertly lensed and wrapped in a cocoon of

neon colors and jewel tones. 

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Get High
Stone Age Climbing Gym, REI and New Mexico
Kayak presents the 2019 Banff Mountain Film
Festival World Tour as it swings through
Albuquerque this Friday and Saturday, March
8 and 9, at the KiMo Theatre. This annual
collection of adventure-driven short
documentaries is aimed at igniting your
passion for the great outdoors. Mountain
biking, skiing, canoeing, climbing, biking and
running are among the sports spotlighted in
this look at high-altitude mountain life and
culture. Doors open at 6pm. Films start at 7. A
two-day pass will run you $28, while a single-
day pass is $16. A share of the admission cost
goes to benefit the Access Fund, NM
Wilderness Alliance and the Mountain Fund.
For complete details on films, or to reserve
tickets in advance, go to kimotickets.com.

Indie Indeed
Join the New Mexico Film Foundation this
Saturday, March 9, from 6:30 to 9pm for a
screening of local filmmakers’ short films and
trailers. This event takes place at UNM
Conference Center Auditorium on the
Continuing Education Campus (1634
University Blvd. NE). This event is open to the
public and intended to bring attention to our
state’s local filmmakers and “above the line”
talent (writers, directors, producers).
Admission to the March Indie Screening is $5.

Feline Flicks
Do you love cats? Like, really love cats? The
Violet Crown Theater in Santa Fe (1606
Alcaldesa St.) is hosting CatVideoFest 2019
this Sunday, March 10, at 12:30, 2:30 and
4:20pm. The feline-centric clip compilation is
made up of “the latest and best cat videos
culled from countless hours of unique
submissions and sourced animations, music
videos and, of course, internet powerhouses.”
This year’s family-friendly, 70-minute show is a
fundraiser for Española Humane. Tickets are
$9.50 children and seniors or $10.50 adults.
For more info go to santafe.violetcrown.com.

Eat & Watch
The Italian Film & Culture Festival 2019 kicks
off Tuesday, March 12 in Nob Hill, bringing six
days’ worth of film, food and festivities. This
year’s opening night film is Benedetta Follia.
This 2018 comedy centers on a middle-aged
shop owner, dedicated to his religion and
faithful to his wife, who suddenly finds himself
single and overwhelmed by an energetic new
assistant. Join opening night crowds on the red
carpet for this grand festival launch. You can
sample an Italian buffet courtesy of Torinos’ @
Home and a wine bar courtesy of Southern
Glazer’s Wine & Spirits. Sounds of Italian film
music and some traditional Italian favorites are
performed live and there is a special pre-show
performance by NDI New Mexico dancers.
Tickets for this opening night extravaganza,
taking place at the Hiland Theater (4800
Central Ave. SE) at 6:45pm, are $45. Tickets
for the “movie only” can be purchased for $10
in advance. Events continue through Sunday,
March 17 and include some other fine food/film
pairings. All films, of course, are screening in
Italian with English subtitles. All-festival
passes are $115. All-film passes are $60.
Tickets to individual events are $10 online or
$12 at the door. For a complete listing of films,
events and times, go to italianfilmfest.org. a

After three days of rehearsals, though, our

dancers need a break. Sangria is mixed into

large bowls, snacks are spread out, and a DJ

offers up some thumping techno music. As the

party rages into the night, Noé’s camera breaks

the characters off into pairs to bitch, flirt,

gossip, commiserate and fight. The

information we gleaned from the interviews is

expanded upon—although the most common

topic of conversation is who and what they

each want to bone. (Mostly one another.) As

Noé’s camera prowls through the hallways

getting voyeuristic with his actors in long,

uninterrupted cuts, things take an ugly turn. It

becomes apparent that someone has laced the

sangria with liquid LSD. As they say: It’s all

fun and games until somebody gets hurt. And

it’s not long before a lot of people are hurt.

The night quickly descends into an

animalistic orgy of lust and violence, a sort of

beautifully curated trip into Dante’s Inferno,

courtesy of sex, drugs and EDM. The dancers

turn on one another, blaming various suspects

for having spiked the punch. Some people are

attacked. Some freak out. Some have sex.

Some keep on dancing through it all, twisting

their bodies into increasingly unnatural

positions. That’s it in a nutshell. Is this all

some microcosmic metaphor for modern-day

French society, poisoning itself from within?

Don’t ask me. I just work here. But that’s as

good an explanation as anything in this mad

tarantella.

Given the

amount of dancing

on display here,

Climax could easily

fit on the

(admittedly small)

art-horror shelf

alongside Luca

Guadagnino’s

dance-fueled 2018

remake of Suspiria.

(Compliment or

criticism? You

decide. Either way,

it’s an appropriate

double-feature.)

With the exception

of ensemble star

Sofia Boutella (The

Mummy, Kingsmen:

The Secret Service)

as the dance troupe’s self-confident

choreographer, the actors on display here are

all real, professional dancers improvising their

way through their first on-screen experiment.

Kudos for verisimilitude, even if Noé’s opening

intertitle is a lie.

Surprisingly, Climax never gets as graphic

(violently or sexually) as you suspect it might.

But the dread and unease laced throughout

don’t make it a pleasant trip overseas. Step Up,

this ain’t. It’s also clear that Noé has some real

sympathy and kinship with this group of young

artists. Yeah, he still thinks that humanity is a

bunch of monsters, just one bad night away

from murderous anarchy. But in his own

twisted way he’s celebrating the art form of

dance and its ability to reflect life in all its

facets—the good, the bad and the disturbingly

carnal. 

Climax is adventurous, boundary-pushing

cinema from an enfant terrible at the apex of

his button-pushing abilities. Half Bob Fosse

and half Marquis de Sade, Climax will be a

torture test for the average moviegoer. But for

those in the market for something unshakably

original, this is one very bad trip you might

want to check out for yourself. a

Climax
Gaspar Noé gets down with his bad self in one freaky acid trip

So You Think You Can Dance: Acid Trip Edition

The dancers we meet in the “pre-show
interviews,” as it were, are a wildly diverse
lot—gay, straight, bi, trans, black, white,
French, German, African, male, female, what-
have-you. Their only common link is that they
are all young, healthy and quite attractive.
They have gathered in the basement of a
rundown dance school somewhere in the
hinterlands of France to rehearse an upcoming
performance. The troupe’s avant-garde style—
a mash-up of hip-hop street moves and club
scene acrobatics—is showcased in a joyous,
post-(closing? opening?)-credits performance.
Noé shoots it like a virtuoso, all-in-one-shot
before a sequined French flag. 

Climax
Written and directed by Gaspar Noé

Starring Sofie Boutella, Romain

Guillermic, Claude Gajan Maull

Rated R

Opens Friday 3/8.
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TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

SATURDAY 9

Love Under the Rainbow (Hallmark
6pm) Jodie Sweeten (“Full House”)
stars as a love-weary gal who meets
a hunky single dad (David Haydn-
Jones from “Supernatural”) and his
cute little daughter, who teach her
“it’s never too late to start chasing
rainbows!”

“Drag Me Down the Aisle” (TLC
7:03pm) As you probably guessed by
the titles, this romantic reality show
features people getting married—with
the help of some drag queens. “What
if we added a drag queen?” is the
2010’s equivalent of “Put a bird on
it!”

Suburban Swingers Club (Lifetime
8:03pm) A young, married couple
agree to participate in a swinger’s
party—only to end up stalked by their
homicidal neighbor. … You know,
sometimes I think Lifetime is just
Hallmark’s evil twin.

“KRFT Punk’s Political Party”
(Cartoon Network 1am) In this
spinoff of “The Eric Andre Show,” the
cheese-loving EDM star Kraft Punk
hosts a political debate show. Don’t
expect any of this to make any sense.

SUNDAY 10

“Now Apocalypse” (Starz 7pm) From
executive producer Steven
Soderbergh (Erin Brokovich, Traffic,
Ocean’s Eleven) and writer-directror
Gregg Araki (Totally Fucked Up, The
Doom Generation, Nowhere) comes
this candy-colored comedy about a
millennial stoner named Ulysses
(Avan Jogia, “Twisted”) and his LA

friends as they explore identity,
sexuality and artistry in the
dating app age. Also, he has
prophetic dreams about “a dark
and monstrous conspiracy.”

MONDAY 11

John & Yoko: Above Us Only Sky
(A&E 7pm) Billed as the
“untold story” of John Lennon’s
smash single “Imagine,” this
feature documentary explores
how Lennon and Ono’s art,
politics and music were linked.

“Punk” (Epix 8pm) Menswear
designer John Varvatos (whose
Manhattan store took over the
space once occupied by CBGB)
presents this four-part musical
documentary produced by punk
rock pioneer Iggy Pop.

TUESDAY 12

“Videos After Dark” (KOAT-7
9pm) Remember, back in the
day, when Bob Saget hosted
“America’s Funniest Home
Videos”? Well, he’s back,
hosting this video clip show
“catering to a more mature
audience.”

WEDNESDAY 13

“Killer Shrimp” (Nat Geo Wild
8pm) Well, I mean, it’s not like
they can kill people. They can
kill snails, crabs, molluscs and
small fish. But, no, not people.
Come to think of it, that title is
kind of alarmist. a

THURSDAY 7

“The Order” (Netflix streaming
anytime) In order to avenge his
mother’s death, a college student
pledges a secret society filled with
witches and werewolves. Sexy
witches and werewolves. Sexy,
Canadian witches and werewolves. 

FRIDAY 8

“After Life” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Ricky Gervais is the
creator, producer, director and star
of this extremely Ricky Gervais-like
black comedy. The Brit comedian
plays a newspaper reporter living a
seemingly perfect life, at least until
his beloved wife dies unexpectedly.
After that he adopts a bitter new
persona, opting to punish the cold,
cruel world by saying and doing
whatever he feels like—which only
prompts everyone around him to try
and make him a better person
again.

“Costume Quest” (Amazon
streaming anytime) Based on the
smash video game series from the
makers of Psychonauts comes this
animated series in which four young
kids face the dark forces lurking in
their sleepy hometown by donning
various costumes imbued with
magical powers.

TV News
Tidbits from around the dial

Zoning In
The teaser trailer for Jordan Peele’s upcoming
“Twilight Zone” reboot was one of the most
intriguing moments in this year’s Super Bowl
advertising binge. The show is scheduled to
premiere Monday, April 1 with two back-to-back
episodes. After that new episodes will drop every
Thursday beginning April 11. Of course the show
will only air on CBS All Access, so you’ll need to be
a monthly subscriber to CBS’ exclusive streaming
service to watch it. But the show is shaping up to be
an impressive outing. Not only is the show hosted
by Peele—hot off his writing-directing debut Get
Out—it’s also his Monkeypaw Productions. Among
the actors tapped to star in episodes this season are
Seth Rogen, Ike Barinholtz, John Cho, Taissa
Farmiga, Ginnifer Goodwin, Greg Kinnear, Luke
Kirby, Sanaa Lathan, Kumail Nanjiani, Adam
Scott, Rhea Seehorn, Alison Tolman, Jacob
Tremblay, Jessica Williams, DeWanda Wise and
Steven Yeun. Between this, “Star Trek: Discovery”
and the as-yet-untitled “Star Trek” series staring
Patrick Stewart, CBS All Access is shaping up as
the classic sci-fi lovers channel.

Immigration Nation
MGM Television has struck a deal with Emmy-
nominated creator/showrunners Will Scheffer and
Mark V. Olsen (HBO’s “Big Love,” “Getting On”)
to adapt T.C. Boyle’s PEN/Faulkner Award-winning
novel The Tortilla Curtain. The rather timely book,
originally published in 1995, is a dark comedy about
immigration as seen through the eyes of a liberal
white couple living in an upscale housing
development in Topanga Canyon. Their lives
change forever when the husband hits an
undocumented Mexican man with his car and flees
the scene. No word yet on who will star or what
network will air it. MGM Television is currently
producing “The Handmaid’s Tale” on Hulu, “Fargo”

on FX, “Get Shorty” on Epix” and “Vikings” on
History Channel.

Adventures in Babysitting
Netflix is reviving childhood fave “The Baby-Sitters
Club.” Writer Ann M. Martin created (and wrote
much of) the original series, which eventually spanned
213 books and ran from 1986 to 2000. HBO and
Nickelodeon aired a 13-episode TV series version in
1990. In 1995 Schulyer Fisk and Rachel Lee Cook
starred in a feature film adaptation. Now the
characters of Kristy Thomas, Mary Ann Spier, Claudia
Kishi, Stacey McGill and Dawn Schafer are back in a
live-action dramedy about female friendship,
babysitting adventures and sweet, sweet pocket
money. Netflix has ordered a 10-episode first series
which will start shooting soon.

Fairy Familiar
Disney, having “reimagined” its animated fairy tale
characters nearly to death in the live-action arena
(“Once Upon a Time,” “Once Upon a Time in
Wonderland,” Maleficent, Disney Channel’s
Descendants franchise), is going back to the well. It was
announced late last month that Disney+ (Disney’s
upcoming version of a proprietary, subscription-based
streaming service) will launch with “Book of
Enchantment.” The series is based on the Disney
Villain Novel series written by Serena Valentino
(creator of such comic book titles as Gloomcookie and
Nightmares & Fairy Tales). Valentino has written six of
those books so far, exploring the backgrounds of such
famed characters as the Evil Queen from Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs and Ursula the Sea Witch from
The Little Mermaid. The TV show, which is currently
in preproduction, is described as “an epic universe that
weaves classic Disney tales told in a brand new way.”
The Disney+ service is expected to launch sometime
in fall of 2019.  a
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Allegedly based on a true story, this fable-like
feminist drama is romantic, seductive and laced
with deadpan humor. In French with English subti-
tles. 98 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 3/8 at
Guild Cinema)

Stardust Memory Premiere
Albuquerque filmmaker Cindy Kemp premieres
her short, independent film “Stardust Memory.”
The film, shot in Jemez Springs, Jemez Pueblo
and the Santa Fe National Forest, is described as
“a road trip, romance, comedy, drama.” Six other
short films (from local filmmakers Cindy Kemp,
Brian Battaglino, Charlie O’Dowd, David Williams
and Joe Griffenberg) are also on tap to be
screened. There will be a Q&A with the filmmak-
ers afterward. 85 minutes. (Opens Saturday 3/9
at Guild Cinema)

RETURNING

Dirty Dancing (1987)
Jennifer Grey and Patrick Swayze get (not very)
dirty in this tune-filled flashback set in an early
’60s Catskills resort. There’s lots and lots of
dancing. And also a surprising amount of drama
concerning abortion. 100 minutes. PG-13. (Guild
Cinema)

STILL PLAYING

Alita: Battle Angel
Yukito Kishiro’s action-packed cyberpunk
manga/anime series Battle Angel Alita gets the
live-action treatment courtesy of director Robert
Rodriguez (Once Upon a Time in Mexico, From
Dusk Till Dawn, Sin City) and writer-producer
James Cameron (Aliens, Terminator 2: Judgment
Day, Titanic). A severely damaged android in the
form of a young girl (Rosa Salazar) is found in a
scrapheap by a rogue scientist (Christoph Waltz).
He rebuilds her, but she has no memory of her
past or the post-apocalyptic world in which she
finds herself. Nonetheless, she finds work as a
bounty hunter and in the deadly sport of “Motor-
ball.” It’s quite the special effects extravaganza,
but Cameron’s script bodges together a few too
many storylines and genres. 122 minutes. PG-
13. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Al-
buquerque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, Flix Brewhouse)

Aquaman
Jason Mamoa reprises his role as the aquatic
avenger from Justice League in this shallow but
energetic sci-fi fantasy. Director James Wan (Saw,
Insidious, The Conjuring) goes big-time, big-bud-
get with this CGI-saturated underwater epic. It’s
50 percent Indiana Jones, 50 percent Star Wars

and 50 percent Thor—and at two hours and 23
minutes long, it’s about 50 percent too much
film. But it’s a good indication that Warner
Bros./DC has finally crawled out from under all
that “grimdark” baggage and is ready to have
some fun. Reviewed in v27 i51. 143 minutes.
PG-13. (Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Arctic
Mads Mikkelsen (Casino Royale, “Hannibal”)
stars in this blunt survival tale about a re-
searcher-explorer stranded in the Arctic after an
airplane crash. With icy nature closing in, he
must decide whether to remain in the relative
safety of his makeshift camp in hopes of rescue
or embark on a deadly trek through the unknown.
Amazingly, Brazilian YouTube sensation Joe Penna
strips away every ounce of narrative and visual
flash for his writing-directing debut, producing a
near-silent, bare bones anti-drama. 98 minutes.
PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, High Ridge)

Cold Pursuit
Perpetually vengeful old man Liam Neeson stars
as a Colorado snowplow driver looking for re-
venge against the drug dealers who killed his
son. Director Hans Petter Moland helms this
blackly comic action-thriller, a remake of his own
2014 Norwegian import, In Order of Disappear-
ance. It’s familiar stuff but has the quirky, self-
amused air of an Elmore Leonard novel. R.
(Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Everybody Knows
Penelope Cruz and Javier Bardem (who appeared
together in 1992’s Jamón, Jamón) star in this
mystery/drama about a married woman living in
Buenos Aires, who returns to her hometown out-
side Madrid to attend her sister’s wedding. There
she meets up with an ex-lover, with whom she
shares a number of long-buried secrets. At some
point, her daughter goes missing, a crime that
this beautiful but meandering character drama is
in no real hurry to solve. Iraqi writer-director As-
ghar Farhadi (About Elly, The Salesman, A Sepa-
ration) knows his way around a sociological
melodrama—but this one seems like a second
generation reproduction of his earlier work. In
Spanish with English subtitles. 133 minutes. R.
(Century 14 Downtown, High Ridge)

The Favourite
In early 18th-century England, sickly Queen Anne
(Olivia Colman from “The Crown” and
“Peepshow”) is expertly manipulated by her BFF,
Lady Sarah (Rachel Wiesz). Things change, how-
ever, when Sarah’s impoverished cousin (Emma
Stone) shows up and makes a play for the
Queen’s affections. This three-way power struggle
plays out like a nastier (and, as it happens, far
funnier) version of Dangerous Liaisons. Director
Yorgos Lanthimos (Dogtooth, The Lobster, The
Killing of a Sacred Deer) offers up his most ac-
cessible, least surreal film to date with this de-
lightfully wicked costume dramedy. Reviewed in
v27 i50. 119 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Fighting With My Family
Brit Stephen Merchant (“The Office,” “Extras”)
writes and directs this good-natured, big-hearted
comedy-drama based on the true story of Saraya
“Paige” Bevis (played here by Florence Pugh from
Lady Macbeth). Bevis came from a family of pro-
fessional wrestlers in Norfolk, England, and tried
out for the WWE as a teenager alongside her
brother—with the stipulation that only one of
them would get a contract. Nick Frost, Lena
Headey and Vince Vaughn round out the cast.
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson is also there, rather
convincingly playing himself. 108 minutes. PG-
13. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Al-
buquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Free Solo
Alex Honnold, the first person to ever “free solo”
(no ropes, no partners, no safety equipment)
climb up Yosemite’s 3,000 foot high El Captian
Wall, is the subject of this jaw-dropping docu-
mentary. Inspiring and occasionally heart-stop-
ping, this sporting documentary deserves to be
seen by even those who aren’t all that interested
in rock climbing. 100 minutes. PG-13. (High
Ridge)
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out of her shell. In Spanish with English subtitles.
98 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 3/8 at Guild
Cinema)

The Image Book
French filmmaking legend JeanLuc Godard adds to
his legacy with this “provocative film essay.” If an
ontological inquiry into the history of the moving
image and an experimental commentary on the
contemporary world sounds like its up your alley,
then this winner of the first Special Palme d’Or
awarded in the history of the Cannes Film Festival
is a must-not-miss. Hundreds of film clips, digitally
altered, bleached, washed and otherwise manipu-
lated, make up this collage of image and sound. In
French with English subtitles. 84 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Tuesday 3/12 at Guild Cinema)

Impulso
Spanish dancer and avant-garde choreographer
Rocío Molina and the Théatre National de Chaillot
in Paris take on the challenge of creating a new,
modern flamenco show in this gorgeous documen-
tary. Director of the National Institute of Flamenco,
Marisol Encinias, is on hand to introduce the
8:30pm show on Tuesday, March 12. In Spanish
with English subtitles. 87 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Tuesday 3/12 at Guild Cinema)

The Kid
Chris Pratt (Guardians of the Galaxy), Ethan
Hawke (Reality Bites), Dane DeHaan (Valerian and
the City of a Thousand Planets) and Vincent
D’Onofrio (who also directs) star in this semi-his-
torical tale of a young boy who witnesses Billy the
Kid’s encounter with Sheriff Pat Garrett. It was
shot, quite naturally, here in New Mexico. 100
minutes. R. (Opens Friday 3/8 at Century Rio,
High Ridge)

Level 16
In a mysterious, near-future world, teenage girls
are imprisoned in a fortress-like boarding school
known as the Vestalis Academy. The girls are prom-
ised that, if they obey all the rules, they will even-
tually be adopted by a nice family.
Sixteen-year-old Vivien (Katie Douglas) survives by
keeping to herself and sticking her neck out for no
one—until she is reunited with her old friend
Sophia (Celina Martin). Together, the young ladies
embark on a dangerous quest to uncover the hor-
rifying truth behind their imprisonment. 102 min-
utes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 3/8 at Guild Cinema)

The Sower
Young Violette (Pauline Burlet) is old enough to
get married. But in a cruel twist of fate, her village
in the Lower Alps is deprived of all its men by the
repression that followed the republican uprising of
December 1851. Two years later, the women of the
village swear an oath that if a man should ever
come, he will be their shared husband. Jean
(Alban Lenoir) is the strapping blacksmith who
stumbles, unwittingly, into this lusty little village.

NEW

Apollo 11
Documentarian Todd David Miller (The Last Steps)
combs through some 11,000 hours of newly dis-
covered synched audio recordings, 16mm Mission
Control films and previously unreleased 70mm
footage from the launch and recovery to compile
this portrait of the Apollo 11 mission to the moon.
This space spectacular hits theaters just in time to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the historic
landing. There is no voiceover or interviews here,
just glorious historic footage of Buzz, Neil, Michael
and the crew back at Mission Control. 93 minutes.
G. (Opens Friday 3/8 at Century Rio, High Ridge)

Birds of Passage
From Cristina Gallego and Ciro Guerra (makers of
the mystical-realist epic Embrace of the Serpent)
comes this vivid and gritty saga about life far
south of the border. Young Wayúu native Rapayet
(José Martinez) marries into a traditional ethnic
family. Torn between his desire to become a pow-
erful man and his duty to uphold his culture’s val-
ues, however, our antihero is drawn into
Colombia’s burgeoning drug trade in the ’70s. Ig-
noring ancient omens—not to mention the disap-
proval of his tribe’s matriarch (the commanding
Carmiña Martínez)—Rapayet and his family are
soon caught up in a sprawling struggle involving
eroding tradition, material wealth and blood feuds.
Think The Godfather with a traditional Latin Ameri-
can backbeat. 125 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Fri-
day 3/8 at High Ridge)

Captain Marvel
The new age of the Marvel Cinematic Universe be-
gins with something of a flashback. It’s the ’90s
and a young(er) Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson) en-
counters one of the universe’s most powerful be-
ings, an alien soldier caught in a war with a
shape-shifting race known as the Kree. But is Cap-
tain Marvel (Brie Larson from Room) really an
alien, or do her roots lie far closer to Earth? 124
minutes. PG-13. (Opens Thursday 3/7 at Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Doctor Who: Logopolis
The seventh and final story arc in Season 18 of
the BBC’s “Doctor Who” finds the Fourth Doctor
(Tom Baker) and his companion, mathematical ge-
nius Adric (Matthew Waterhouse), trying to prevent
the heat death of the universe—brought about, of
course, by the machinations of the evil Master
(Anthony Ainley). This 1981 story is most famous
for featuring the Doctor’s death and regeneration
as the Fifth Doctor (Peter Davison). This newly re-
stored version features all-new, updated special
effects. There will also be bonus content, featuring
a behind-the-scenes tour of locations used in this
episode of “Doctor Who.” 115 minutes. PG. (Opens
Wednesday 3/13 at Century 14 Downtown, Cen-
tury Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Fate/Stay Night [Heaven’s Feel] II. Lost
Butterfly
This anime film, the second in a trilogy, is based
on the “third and final route” of the branching
Fate/Stay Night visual novel-cum-video game. If
you aren’t already deeply versed in the mythology,
you probably shouldn’t plunge in at this point. Fol-
lowing up on the events of the previous film
(2017’s Fate/Stay Night: [Heaven’s Feel] I.
Presage Flower), this supernatural actioner finds
Shirou—disqualified from the Holy Grail War by
Saber’s presumed death—vowing to continue the
fight. For the uninitiated, it’s kinda like Harry Potter
crossed with Dragon Ball. Kinda. 117 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Thursday 3/14 at Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX)

The Heiresses
Chela and Chiquita have been romantic partners
for 30 years, protected members of Paraquay’s
moneyed elite. But when that money runs out, our
lovers find themselves selling their furniture, glass-
ware and silver just to stay afloat. And when Chiq-
uita—clearly the more outgoing and resilient of the
two—is sent to jail, Chela is suddenly facing
poverty on her own. Hoping to pay bills, she starts
a taxi service for elderly, wealthy ladies—a major
life decision that forces the 60-year-old to come

Doctor Who: Logopolis
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Isn’t It Romantic
A young woman disenchanted with love (Rebel Wil-
son) finds herself trapped inside a cliché-filled ro-
mantic comedy. It’s from the maker of A Very Harold
& Kumar 3D Christmas, so you know you’re in good
hands. Liam Hemsworth, Adam Devine, Jennifer
Saunders and Tom Ellis round out the cast. 88 min-
utes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Flix Brew-
house)

The LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part
Chipper LEGO construction worker Emmett Brick-
owski (Chris Pratt) has his optimism tested when
his hometown is turned into a post-apocalyptic
wasteland and his friends are all kidnapped by
space aliens. More colorful and more manic than
the original, this fun-filled sequel very nearly lives
up to the impossibly high level of expectation left
behind by the near-perfect original. It’s a thoughtful,
hilarious and surprisingly sweet follow-up that works
for parents and kids alike. Reviewed in v28 i6. 106
minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX
& RPX)

The Mule
Clint Eastwood directs and stars in this “inspired by
a true story” drama about a 90-year-old horticultur-
ist who gets caught transporting $3 million worth of
cocaine through Michigan for a Mexican drug cartel.
Bradley Cooper, Michael Peña, Andy Garcia, Lau-
rence Fishburne, Taissa Farmiga and Dianne Wiest
costar. 116 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Movies 8,
Movies West)

Never Look Away
Writer-director Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck
(The Lives of Others) examines art and war in this
sprawling mid-century saga spanning 40 years of
European history. A young artist (played as an adult
by Tom Schilling) grows up under Germany’s Nazi
regime. Years later he finds himself living in Com-
munist East Germany. The totalitarian leaders may
have changed, but the government restrictions on
art have remained. Gorgeous, if a bit unfocussed,
this arty drama/romance/war story is loosely
based on the life of artist Gerhard Richter Reviewed
in v28 i9. 189 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Run the Race
Two brothers in a small Southern town face escalat-
ing problems after their father abandons them and
their mother dies. Older bro Zach (Tanner Stine)
tries to earn a football scholarship so he can get
himself and his sibling out of town. But when an in-
jury sidelines him, it’s up to younger bro David
(Evan Hofer) to earn a track scholarship. At some
point, God is involved. Tim Tebow executive pro-
duced this “faith-based” sports drama, so … yeah.
101 minutes. PG. (Cottonwood Stadium 16, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse
In this original-looking animated film (employing a
gritty, cell-shaded 3D style), young Miles Morales
becomes the Spider-Man of his reality after he
crosses paths with super-powered spider folk from
all sorts of Marvel Comics universes. We get Jake
Johnson (“New Girl”) as plain old Peter Parker,
Hailee Steinfeld (True Grit) as Spider-Gwen, Nicolas
Cage as Spider-Man Noir and John Mulaney (“Sat-
urday Night Live”) as Peter Porker the Spectacular
Spider-Ham. This is some deep-dive Marvel Comics
mythology, but screenwriter Phil Lord (The Lego
Movie) keeps things energetic and fun. 117 min-
utes. PG. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

A Star Is Born
Bradley Cooper (the Hangover films) turns writer-di-
rector-star in this remake of the remake of the re-
make of the remake of A Star Is Born. Cooper plays
the burned-out stadium rock star who discovers a
golden-voiced ingénue (Lady Gaga) whom he men-
tors to stardom. (Only to find himself eclipsed and
drowning his sorrows in booze.) Lady Gaga is a rev-
elation as both a natural actress and as a stripped-
down singer. Unfortunately, the film’s first half
(featuring lots of romance, concert footage and

dreams coming true) is better than the second half
(all bad behavior, melodrama and weeping). Re-
viewed in v27 i40. 135 minutes. R. (Movies 8,
Movies West, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Tyler Perry’s A Madea Family Funeral
After 11 plays, 11 movies and one animated spe-
cial, writer-director-producer-star Tyler Perry puts on
the wig and makeup one last time (allegedly) as
tough, cranky, elderly black lady Madea Simmons.
For this comic outing it appears Madea’s joyous
family reunion turns into a nightmare when the
Simmons clan (several members of which are
played by Perry, of course) finds itself in backwoods
Georgia with an unexpected funeral to attend. PG-
13. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema)

The Upside
This American comedy-drama is loosely based on
the 2011 French film The Intouchables, which is it-
self loosely based on the true story of Corsican
businessman Phillippe Pozzo di Borgo. (There were
also Indian and Argentine remakes.) A wealthy hotel
magnate (Bryan Cranston), rendered quadriplegic
in a hang-gliding accident, hires an unemployed
man with a criminal record (Kevin Hart) to act as
his live-in caregiver. Eventually, of course, the two
opposites become best buds. 125 minutes. PG-13.
(Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio)

Vice
Christian Bale goes through a major physical trans-
formation to play paunchy, bald and rather infa-
mous former vice president Dick Cheney in this
vicious comic biopic. Joining in on the fun of giving
a finger poke in the eye of authority are Sam Rock-
well as George W. Bush, Steve Carell as Donald
Rumsfeld, Tyler Perry as Colin Powell and Amy
Adams as Lynne Cheney. Reviewed in v28 i1. 132
minutes. R. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Glass
The moratorium on spoiler alerts has long expired.
Writer-director M. Night Shyamalan’s 2016 horror
thriller Split was actually a sneaky sequel to his
2000 superhero film Unbreakable (which was
pretty sneaky about its true intentions to begin
with). Now all the cats are out of the bag, and
Shyamalan is free to complete the trilogy by getting
his upstanding superhero (Bruce Willis) and his two
supervillains (Samuel L. Jackson, James McAvoy)
together for their first, real-deal comic book-style
conflict. 129 minutes. PG-13. (Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Century Rio)

Green Book
A working-class, Italian-American bouncer (Viggo
Mortenesen) from New York City finds himself acting
as chauffeur for a wealthy black concert pianist
(Mahershala Ali) as he goes on a tour of the segre-
gated Jim Crow South in 1962. This family friendly
tale of discrimination clearly flips the script on the
Driving Miss Daisy formula. But director Peter Far-
relly (who, along with his brother, gave us Dumb
and Dumber and There’s Something About Mary)
directs with compassion and humor. 130 minutes.
PG-13. (Century Rio, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Century 14
Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, High Ridge)

Greta
Writer-director Neil Jordan (Mona Lisa, The Crying
Game, Michael Collins) helms this mystery thriller
about a young New Yorker (Chloë Grace Moretz from
Let Me In and Kick-Ass) who returns a lost handbag
to a lonely widow (French legend Isabelle Huppert)
whose intentions aren’t as pure as they may seem.
Jordan is working in a pulpy, Brian De Palma-esque
vein here, turning a cautionary, Brothers Grimm-
style fairy tale into a modern-day psycho-thriller
worthy of late-period Joan Crawford. 98 minutes. R.
(Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, High Ridge)

Happy Death Day 2U
Happy Death Day, the comedic slasher film version
of Groundhog Day, was a surprise hit back in 2017.
So, naturally, we’ve got a sequel. Jessica Rothe re-
turns as the college student who finds herself inex-
plicably murdered over and over again on one
particularly sucky birthday. This time around, the
masked killer is stalking her friends, and she’s
forced to die repeatedly in order to save them. PG-
13. (Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16, AMC Al-
buquerque 12, Century 14 Downtown)

How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden

World
Although DreamWorks’ Dragon series gets less at-
tention than the Shrek or Kung Fu Panda films, it’s
a tender, fast-moving and visually imaginative
bunch of fantasy films. The coming-of-age-but-with-
dragons trilogy rounds out here with this emotional,
exciting segment introducing a new dragon (a
sparkling white female to counterpoint our hero’s
ebony pet/pal Toothless) and a new villain (evil F.
Murray Abraham, who’s determined to exterminate
every last dragon). 104 minutes. PG. (Century Rio,
Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Indian Horse
Ojibwe author Richard Wagamese’s much-admired
fictional novel comes to life in this small-scale
Canadian indie. Saul Indian Horse is a Native boy
who tries to escape from Canada’s notoriously abu-
sive residential school system in the ’60s. He’s
dragged back, only to suffer under the heel of as-
sorted Catholic nuns and priests determined to
mend his “pagan” ways. Saul’s only relief comes in
the form of a kindly priest/teacher, who introduces
him to the sport of hockey. As our preternaturally
talented protagonist grows up and makes his way
up the professional sporting ranks, he faces
demons both external (racism) and internal (alco-
holism). 101 minutes. Unrated. (Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque)

Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058
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What Men Want
Taraji P. Henson (“Empire”) stars in this gender-
swapped remake of Nancy Meyers’ 2000 comedy
What Women Want (itself a remake of a 1993
French film). Henson plays a struggling sports agent
who gains an unexpected edge on her male coun-
terparts (not to mention the various objects of her
affections) when she develops the ability to hear
men’s thoughts. 117 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16)

SECOND RUN

Bohemian Rhapsody
Rami Malek (“Mr. Robot”) takes on the task of em-
bodying theatrical rock icon Freddie Mercury in this
entertaining but uncomplicated musical biopic
chronicling the years leading up to Queen’s leg-
endary appearance at the Live Aid concert. 134
minutes. PG-13. (Movies West, Movies 8, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16)

Bumblebee
This enjoyable Transformers spinoff is set in the
mid-’80s and follows the adventures of alien-robot-
disguised-as-a-yellow-Volkswagon Bumblebee as he
arrives on Earth and teams up—Iron Giant style—
with a teenage girl. 113 minutes. PG-13. (Movies 8,
Movies West)

A Dog’s Way Home
In this follow-up to the book/movie A Dog’s Pur-
pose an impossibly cute puppy named Bella
(voiced by Bryce Dallas Howard) is adopted by a
kindly young man (Jonah Hauer-King) and is put to
work as an emotional support animal for people in
hospitals. But when she becomes separated from
her owner, she must embark on a 400-mile journey
to get home. 96 minutes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies
West)

Escape Room
Saw and Cube get jammed into one another as six
strangers find themselves trapped in a ridiculously
complicated “escape room” that is slaughtering
them off, one by one. 99 minutes. PG-13. (Movies
8, Movies West)

The Kid Who Would Be King
A British kid finds the magical sword of King Arthur
and embarks on an epic quest to thwart the me-
dieval menace of Morgana le Fay. This family fantasy
is swirling with special effects, but it still manages
to capture the flavor of a classic kids adventure.
120 minutes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Mary Poppins Returns
Nearly 55 years after Walt Disney made a live-ac-
tion/animated adaptation of P.L. Travers beloved
children’s novels, comes this imaginative sequel.
Emily Blunt (The Devil Wears Prada) stars as our
“practically perfect” nanny, who returns to London,
decades later, to look after the now-grown Banks
siblings’ young children. 130 minutes. PG. (Movies
8, Movies West)

Ralph Breaks the Internet
For this animated sequel, computerized heavy-
turned-hero Ralph (voiced by John C. Reilly) sets
out on a spoof-filled journey to the internet with pal
Vanellope von Schweetz (Sarah Silverman). 112
minutes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)

The Wife
When her famous, philandering husband (Jonathan
Pryce) wins the Nobel Prize in Literature, a long-suf-
fering wife (Glenn Close) starts to question her life
choices. Close commands the screen with an inci-
sive, emotional performance—even if the script
(based on the novel by Meg Wolitzer) doesn’t dig
very deep beyond the film’s one semi-interesting
secret. Reviewed in v27 i37. 100 minutes. R.
(Movies 8, Movies West)
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SONIC REDUCER
BY AUGUST MARCH

KBenally/LETSJUSB
LETSJUSB EP
(Warrior Made Music)

Groovy with an
unpretentious vibe—that
literally speaks to the
power of cool and the role
of music in maintaining the
sublime, subtle and chillax
nature of a universe
otherwise deemed to be in

the midst of a chaos dictated to ordinary folks
by the powers that be—this late February
release seems to point the way to summer,
allowing nature to dictate divine direction as it
flows from mood to mood. The creation of a
groovy environment is not enough, it’s just
part of the gone-to-Saturn goal for the
psychonauts in charge of this recording. They
get seriously glitchy with time and
temperament on tracks 2 and 4 (”LETSJUSB
FIRED UP” and “LETSJUSB IN LOVE”) and
spend the in between time constructing
languid melodies from the the ghosts of OG
synth sounds and lush R&B samples. Very
now.

Heaven For Less
Miscountry
(Self-Released)

Would the first albums of
Bob Dylan, Tom Waits,
Joni Mitchell or even
Leonard Cohen—just
based on the way that he
dressed—be considered
punk rock if the term were
available in the hipster or

countercultural patois of the time? Or is
American folk music so pervasive and multi-
tentacled, awash in so many waves coming in
from every direction that we’d have to toss
punk rockers (all of them) onto the same boat
floating folk artists around? Judy Collins and
Exene Cervenka; the Grateful Dead and Mojo
Nixon? I’d have to say yes to any propositions
related to those lines of inquiry. Then I’d direct
listeners to check out this album, a bountiful
and beatific example of where those traces I
spoke so longingly about interface and
interlace. Favorite tracks: “worm,” “heroes”
and “an escape.”

Various
WEEDIAN Volume 1
(Blues Funeral Records)

Here’s a new compilation
by a cray and occluded
label from here in the
Burkes. The record label is
Blues Funeral Recordings;
they’ve just risen from one
of the more action-packed
circles of hell to offer

citizens a curated collection of some the
heaviest new Styx-borne tuneage ever heard
around this river, the Rio Grande, or along the
banks of the those other Stygian waters of
lore, all dark and deep. A lot of these tracks
exist on other recordings; this is a helluva
mixtpape if you wanna look at it that way—as
you get closer and closer to Satan on every
cut, from opener, “She was a Witch,” by Italy’s
1782 to Brazil’s Dumblegore getting it on “My
Zombie Girlfriend” and through the epic “Dark
Sun” by icy Norwegian soul-crunchers Saint
Karloff. a

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

CALENDAR

MUSIC
CALENDAR

THURSDAY MARCH 7
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM William Russell
Wallace • variety • 4:30pm • Austin Van • country • 6:30pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE The Willie Green Project • blues, gospel •
6pm • FREE

THE COOPERAGE Quique Escamilla • folk, singer-songwriter •
7:30pm

DIRTY BOURBON Nathan Dean and the Damn Band • country,
rock • 5pm • $5 • 21+

EFFEX Alchemy • goth, electro, industrial, ’80s • 10pm • FREE • 21+

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Trippie Redd • hip-hop, trap • 8pm

HOTEL ANDALUZ Music at the Casbahs • Robb Janov Quartet •
Gypsy jazz • 5pm • 21+ • Jazz Night at the Casbahs • UNM Jazz
Combo • jazz • 8pm • FREE

LAUNCHPAD Pacenotes • shoegaze • Meth. • Desecrated Humanity •
Southbound • 9pm • $5 • 21+

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Halfway Decent Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

SISTER Electric Funeral • heavy metal, rock • Sword Horse • doom •
9pm • FREE

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK The Tylor Brandon Band •
acoustic, country • 8pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 7pm • FREE •
21+

WINNING COFFEE CO. Above Average Open Mic • 7pm • FREE •
13+

COMEDY
STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Stand-Up Comedy
Thursdays • 6:30pm • $10 • 21+

FRIDAY MARCH 8
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Jerry Robbins •
variety • 4:30pm • The Deal • jam, funk, rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE COUNTY LINE BBQ Los Radiators • acoustic folk, rock, blues •
6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Nathan Dean and the Damn Band • country,
rock • 5pm • $5 • 21+

HOTEL ANDALUZ Rock the Casbahs • Kari Simmons and The
Groove Line • soul, R&B • 7pm • FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Red Mesa • rock • SuperGiant • stoner rock • Beerwolf •
Guadalupe Blue • 8pm

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Marie Black • variety • 5pm •
ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Saudade • Brazilian jazz, world •
7pm • FREE

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL Last Call • swing, jazz, soul, blues,
R&B • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER ZEKE BEATS • hip-hop, dubstep • Duffrey • Galaxy • TriLLwax •
Wyatt Lawson • 9pm • $12 • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Zomboy • electronic • Luzcid • 7:30pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Kelsey Manning • folk, blues • 5pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Throwback Friday • DJ Wae Fonkey •
hip-hop, R&B • 6pm • FREE • 21+

TWIST NIGHTCLUB Metamorphosis Party • DJ Draztik • DJ Anita •
DJ Bexx • Kimo • dance • 8pm • 21+

COMEDY
BOILER MONKEY Fabulous F*ckup Stories • Kaatje Gotcha • Marty
Adam Smith • Kendra Jean Brand • Greg Ziomek • William
Spottedbear • stand up comedy • 6pm • $5 • ALL-AGES!

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Show •
improv • 9pm • $10 • 18+

SATURDAY MARCH 9
B2B2 BARRIO Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz •
6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho George Russell •
jazz • 4:30pm • Bad Habit • hard rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Nathan Dean and the Damn Band • country,
rock • 5pm • $5 • 21+

HIGH AND DRY BREWING Isaac Aragon • blues, rock, soul • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

HOTEL ANDALUZ Rock the Casbahs • The DCN Project • funk, soul,
R&B • 7pm • FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Sorry Guero • American death groove • PowerSolo •
Cowboys and Indian • rockabilly • Sweet Nothin • The Months • 9pm

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Meryl Streep Jr. • Egg Drop Soup •
Nowhiteflag • Keen • metal • Self Neglect • 9pm • $5

SISTER Subtractor • groove, jazz, funk • DJ Leftovers • vinyl, soul •
8pm

TRACTOR BREWING COMPANY Callie Tomblin • folk, rock, blues,
country • 5pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Nathan Fox • indie, singer-
songwriter, blues • 6pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY
BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Show •
improv • 9pm • $10 • 18+

SUNDAY MARCH 10
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Brett Newski • punk, folk • 4pm • FREE

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Tobyriffic Karaoke Show • 3pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Red Light Cameras • indie rock • Crime Lab • pop,
punk • Ceremonies • post punk • DJ Buddhafunk • hip-hop,
experimental, neo-soul • 8pm • $7-$10

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Rye Creek • folk, Irish • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING CO. The Draft Sessions Open Mic • 5pm •
FREE • 21+

SISTER Conan • grunge • 8pm • $13

MONDAY MARCH 11
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Open Mic with Rob
Roman • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SUNSHINE THEATER Bad Suns • rock, alternative • Vista Kicks •
8pm

TRACTOR BREWING COMPANY Old-Time Jam Circle • 7:30pm •
FREE • 21+

TUESDAY MARCH 12
THE BARLEY ROOM Swag Duo and friends • jazz, blues, Motown •
6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Oscar Butler •
contemporary, folk • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

JAM SPOT Axe • hard rock • AMB • mmfd • 7pm • $10-$20

LAUNCHPAD The Holophonics • Younger Than Neil • Pawn Shop
Poster Boys • ska, reggae • Ugly Girl • 9pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY BYOV: Bring Your Own Vinyl •
6pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Prism Bitch • punk • The Talking Hours • indie rock • Meryl
Streep Jr. • 8pm • $5

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 8pm •
FREE • 21+

WEDNESDAY MARCH 13
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • 18+

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Open Mic • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD The Higgs • jam • Pherkad • funk, garage rock • 6pm •
$7 • 21+

PONDEROSA BREWING COMPANY The Draft Sessions Open Mic •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER La Cerca • Carrier Waves • Greg Butera Trio • Cajun, honky
tonk • 8pm

ZULLO’S BISTRO Scotty and The Atomics • rock, reggae, funk •
9pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY
RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Casual Wednesdays
Open Mic • Royal Wood • Kevin Baca • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+
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Going Down, Concert Time
Your friends are gonna be there too

purest heaviest metal to be found in this
uranium-soaked state. Fronted by guritarist
Brad Frye and completed by local rock
heavyweights Roman Barham on drums and
Josh Vigil on bass, Red Mesa kicks off its latest
tour of Hades and the surrounding world on
Friday, March 8 at Launchpad (618 Central
Ave. SW). In case you haven’t had the time or
opportunity to listen to this outrageously
articulate ensemble, spend an hour or two
absorbing their debut The Devil and The Desert.
With its hot sauce blend of bluesy,
instrumental prowess, relentless string studies,
deep lyrical ruminations—and the dankest of
rhythm sections all committed to creating a
musical symbology that elevates the darkness
of Earth toward the light of the moon via
sacred datura—it’s one heck of a statement to
the power of metal in Nuevo Mexico.
SuperGiant, Beerwolf and Guadalupe Blue
open. To quote words from the
aforementioned record: “My god, I feel so
alive.” Rawk! 8pm • $5 • 21+.

Saturday
Back in Sept. of ’18, I ran across a demo by a
group of seven local players going by the
moniker SubTractor. I was danged impressed
by this group and looked toward the day they’d
be up on stage demonstrating to the good folks
of Burque the same incalculable awesomeness
that I had taken up company with on that
fateful day. Well six months went by and
wouldn’t you know it, I get my wish come true.
SubTractor will be gigging at Sister (407
Central Ave. NW) on Saturday, March 9. In
case you are wondering what the big deal is,
this is some of what I wrote about listening to
the band’s demo:

“I got it that this group of musicians
(trumpet player Eric Coker, trombonist and
vocalist Brian Evans, saxophonist Brent Kelly,
guitarist Richard Kilmer, bassist and vocalist

Jens Langsjoen, drummer Luke Phillips and
organist Dan Waldman) sure can play their
way around the complex genre popularized by
outifts like The Band, Chicago and the Tower
of Power. … Tracks like ‘Mercury’s Oddysey’
have a jazz touch that would have Walter
Becker blushing, could he hear its majesty
from the strat-shaped clouds that buoy his
flight through eternity. ‘Detroit Twice’ is a
dark and driving funky groove wound up in a
musical description of a city perfectly
understood by Coker’s horn and Kelly’s sax.
This album should be required listening for
two reasons: Number one, it’s like straight
outta Burque. Number two: It’s totally arch.”
DJ Leftovers opens. Be there or be square, I
reckon. 8pm • $5 • 21+.

Sunday
On Sunday night, March 10 Launchpad (608
Central Ave. SW) hosts a ’90s fashion party
fundraiser for a film called Millenium Bugs, by
Burqueño filmmaker Alejandro Montoya. The
film is “a dramedy set in the 1990s that deals
with family issues, alcoholism, and the
potential end of the world... all with a killer
soundtrack.” The rocking live event, where
concert-goers are urged to party like it’s 1999,
features some of the most interesting bands in
Burque. In other words, this money-making
show will have a slaying soundtrack as well. Be
on the lookout and keep your ear to the
ground for sounds by Duke City stalwarts Red
Light Cameras, Crime Lab (featuring second
generation Burque über-rocker Oskar “I’m
Carl’s kid” Petersen), super ritualistic chingasos
Ceremonies and the very, very funky
ruminations of DJ Buddhafunk. Remember
it’s for a cause. Drop a Hamilton on the whole
thing, listen to your body that night and
remember I was dreamin’ when I wrote this.
8pm • $7 in advance, $10 at the door • 21+.

Sunday Part II
If you like caveman battle doom death music
emanating from the awesomely dark chasm
that exists somewhere in the semi-industrial
wasteland that is the upper West Coast of Old
Blighty, then you sure as shootin’ should sally
forth over to Sister (407 Central Ave. SW)
on Sunday, March 10. It’s at that precise
location you will be able to be witness to a
beast called Conan. Yes, these dudes
(guitarist/frontman Jon Davis, bassist Chris
Fielding and drummer Johnny King) tune
down their sound to make it resemble the
toothy growlings of an ancient dragon
hellbent on mankind’s destruction, but that’s
kinda the point, isn’t it? When Existential Void

Guardian dropped at the end of last summer, I
was sure it was a harbinger of the apocalypse.
Thankfully tuneage like “Paincantation” and
“Volt Thrower” are actually hopeful when
thought upon deeply—these are joyful
neanderathalisms being bashed about in the
name of transcendence, dig? Adding to the
sense that all of this is about to end, but with
a blistering belief that it will happen in sync
with a solid backbeat leading the way are
supporting acts Marsupious and Street

Tombs. Smile now, cry later, rockers. 8pm •
$13 • 21+.

Tuesday
Prism Bitch has escaped, yo. Add them to the
list of of dutifully dank, soulfully serious hard
rockers that have de-orbited Dirt City. That is
to say they have apparently made it to the
next level and are gathering their magic rings,
guitar strings and other things together as the
quintet prepares for an engagement later this
month as SXSW, at the Freakout Records
showcase. They’ll be jamming at Javelina bar
on March 14 in Austex if you really wanna
know. But before they ascend the inevitable
stairway to heaven that some such Burqueño
playas get introduced to in those auspicious
environs, you can check them out live and in
person at Sister (407 Central Ave. SW) on
Tuesday, March 12. According to their press
release they started out playing the open mic
at a local punk rock coffee house (likely
Winning, but probably not Starbucks) and
ended up opening for outfits like Shonen
Knife and Le Butcherettes. Last summer they
were on the road with Built to Spill. Damn.
One of our favorite Burque bands of all time,
we here at Alibi HQ are damn proud to say
that we knew Lauren Poole, Lilah Rose, Tris
Walsh, Teresa Esguerra and Nelson Crane
back when. Now they belong to the future
and rocanrol will be a damn sight better for it.
Meryl Streep Jr. and Talking Hours, another
bodacious band making it bigly in El Burque,

open. 9pm • $5 • 21+. a

BY AUGUST MARCH

“N
o stop signs, speed limit/ Nobody’s
gonna slow me down/ Like a wheel,
gonna spin it/ Nobody’s gonna mess

me around/ Hey Satan, paid my dues/ Playing
in a rocking band/ Hey mama, look at me/ I’m
on my way to the promised land!”—The
second verse from a song about going to hell,
made famous by a notorious rock and roll band
from down under.

February’s done and spring has sprung. Or
has it? March means blustery skies, big clouds,
the chance of rain and maybe even a surprise
snow storm as the humans of Burque head
toward another vernal equinox.

This time of year also means more concerts,
kids. As the air around you heats up and life
returns all greenly, graciously to foothills and
river forests, so too does the volume on locally
stacked banks of Marshall amplifiers gets
turned up a notch. Everywhere you listen
guitars are being tuned while flowers bloom.

There’s also Weekly Alibi’s Best of Burque
Music Showcase coming up at the end of the
month. That’s going to be as sick as ever, with
the best bands in town playing for you, our
rocked out readers.

Until then put a spring in your step,
continue to ignore old Scratch and check out
these concerts on your way to the promised
land.

Thursday
Life’s a trip according to a dude named
Michael Lamar White IV and he will rap to
you all the astonishing details as Trippie Redd,
a flowmaster with his head in the clouds and
the rest of his physical form dedicated to
pouring out a brand of hip-hop some call emo
rap. That’s a truly stirred and sliced genre that
literally throws the finger at previous rap
aesthetics by focusing on lyrical themes that
include heartbreak and general sadness. Throw
in some nods to rocanrol via rhythm-burying
instrumental breaks and killer guitar
gymnastics and the sound is a new animal, all
dangerous and digital in nature. For the rock
side of that rule check out “How You Feel”
from Trippie’s new record Life’s A Trip or better
yet, get the ill effect by checking out his
concert at the Historic El Rey Theater (622
Central Ave. SW) on Thursday, March 7.
You’re bound to come away from there full of
love, numb from the distortion and mostly at a
point where you kinda grok where hip-hop is
headed in the 21st century. 8pm • $39.50 •
All-ages.

Friday
Red Mesa is an awesome power trio with puro
Americano Southern-fried inflections, twisty
guitar emanations and a heart made out of the

Prism Bitch JOHNNY GOMEZ



BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS REVIEW BY JOSHUA LEE

Thanks for All the Memories
Nostalgia, noses and Natural Rx

corner for food. But the authors of the paper
say the discovery could lead to a better
understanding of episodic memory in humans.

Our sense of taste is inexorably linked with
our sense of smell. While it seems like we
“taste” a wide spectrum of flavors, we actually
only sense the basic flavors of salty, sweet, sour,
bitter and umami (a flavor found in
mushrooms). The nuance we find between

flavors is completely informed by our sense
of smell. This means that taste is also
deeply tied to memory.

(Those basic flavors are not an
exact list, by the by, and you’ll find
that biologists and chefs alike are

constantly debating it. We could go
into it, but I’ll leave it to the food

section.)
Becoming familiar with what

flavors and smells you gravitate
toward is a good idea, since it

probably has some kind of link to
whatever your body needs. At any

rate it will explain why tasting
Mystery #1 took me back to high school in
Texas. Hidden with the cilantro were spicy
hints of mint (a giant bush outside of my
friend’s house in the sixth grade in the buttery
summer—I’d pick the leaves and chew them).
The buds smelled like lemon pledge (my
kindergarten teacher leading a line of children
to the school library) and were covered in
trichomes like rock candy.

It was listed as a 50/50 hybrid, but I noticed
a more sativa bent to it (full disclosure: I went
down this olfactory and gustatory research
hole after smoking two bowls of the stuff). I
noticed a marked boost in mood and sense of
focus.

While at Natural Rx, I also picked up some
Banana Liquor (THC: 20.28%, CBD: 0.06%—
$11/gram). Going by everything I’ve written
so far, I should have hated this strain, since it
smelled funky as hell—sweet and syrupy like
fermented fruit (the reason for the name, I’m
now realizing). But the truth is, I’ve never met
a strain I didn’t like.

Sweet and swampy, this dense flower
zapped my brain and put me in a dreamy,
relaxed state. I found it hard to keep up with
conversation around me, but felt light and
relaxed. I floated around my apartment, not
doing anything in particular and taking notice
of an extra bounce in my step. Banana Liquor is
an indica-dominant strain, and its ability to
relieve ocular pressure and joint pain was
inarguable.

Did it remind me of anything? Not
especially. I hate banana liqueurs. a

Natural Rx 
8612 Paseo Alameda NE, Ste. E

404-8214

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat and Sun 10am-4pm

First-time Freebies: Yes

T
his all starts somewhere near cilantro, I
believe. I heard a 23andMe ad somewhere
that said whether a person likes cilantro or

not is influenced by genetics. Right behind
marijuana, cilantro is my number one favorite
leafy green. I’ve eaten entire salads based
around it. I think I really got a taste for it
while hanging around Vietnamese sandwich
shops in Houston as a teenager. It has such a
refreshing effect on the palate.

But apparently some freaks out there
really hate it. I read up on it, and an
NPR article claims that a sliver of
DNA near a cluster of odor-detecting
genes can cause some people to say it
smells soapy and tastes “like crushed
bugs.” I was aghast.

Last week I smoked Mystery #1
(THC: 21%—$11/gram) from
Natural Rx, way off in the distant
north. It made me smack my lips with
hints of cilantro. I’d already guessed
that I was going to like it by smell
alone. I like bright smelling cannabis that
tickles your nose and makes you want to
sneeze. I was transported back to the bánh mì
shops and street taco vendors of my youth—
weirdly.

Enthusiasts will often tell me to use my
sense of smell when picking out strains. “The
nose knows,” and all that. It’s a quasi-scientific
approach that has served me well so far. I say
“quasi-” because there’s plenty of data out
there that will tell you what medical effects
specific terpenes will have, and detecting
terpenes is just a matter of being familiar with
their odor.

I’ve often wondered about flavor, too. Food
cravings are complicated things, and while
some are the direct result of sensory
stimulation (you walk past a bakery, and the
smell of fresh bread drives you in to pick up a
bag of croissants), others can be caused by
nutritional deficiencies or central nervous
system feedback from gut bacteria.

As for the time travel: The link between
smell and memory has been well established
and is known by most of us plebeians. Last year
a group of Toronto neurobiologists found the
mechanism that allows us to vividly recall
odors. 

The process of smelling odors apparently
evolved along with the brain’s sense of time
and memory. A region of the brain associated
with the sense of smell known as the anterior
olfactory nucleus is reportedly a place where
information about time and space is crucial.
Researchers Afif Aqrabawi and Jun Chul Kim
with the University of Toronto published a
paper in Nature Communications found a
previously unknown neural pathway between
the AON and the hippocampus in mice that
forms a precise “what-when-where memory”
whenever a new odor is encountered. That
information is important to a mouse who
needs to know if it’s already searched this
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Genius inventor Thomas
Edison rebelled against sleep, which he regarded as
wasteful. He tried to limit his time in bed to four hours
per night so he would have more time to work during his
waking hours. Genius scientist Albert Einstein had a
different approach. He preferred 10 hours of sleep per
night, and liked to steal naps during the day, too. In my
astrological opinion, Aries, you’re in a phase when it
makes more sense to imitate Einstein than Edison.
Important learning and transformation are happening in
your dreams. Give your nightly adventures maximum
opportunity to work their magic in your behalf.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The Danish flag has a
red background emblazoned with an asymmetrical
white cross. It was a national symbol of power as early
as the 14th century, and may have first emerged during
a critical military struggle that established the Danish
empire in 1219. No other country in the world has a flag
with such an ancient origin. But if Denmark’s Prime
Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen, who’s a Taurus, came
to me and asked me for advice, I would urge him to
break with custom and design a new flag—maybe
something with a spiral rainbow or a psychedelic tree.
I’ll suggest an even more expansive idea to you, Taurus:
Create fresh traditions in every area of your life!

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): On June 7, 1988, Gemini
musician Bob Dylan launched what has come to be
known as the Never Ending Tour. It’s still going. In the
past 30+ years, he has performed almost 3,000 shows
on every continent except Antarctica. In 2018 alone, at
the age of 77, he did 84 gigs. He’s living proof that not
every Gemini is flaky and averse to commitment. Even if
you yourself have flirted with flightiness in the past, I
doubt you will do so in the next five weeks. On the
contrary. I expect you’ll be a paragon of persistence,
doggedness and stamina.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The otters at a marine
park in Miura City, Japan, are friendly to human visitors.
There are holes in the glass walls of their enclosures
through which they reach out to shake people’s hands
with their webbed paws. I think you need experiences
akin to that in the coming weeks. Your mental and
spiritual health will thrive to the degree that you seek
closer contact with animals. It’s a favorable time to
nurture your instinctual intelligence and absorb
influences from the natural world. For extra credit, tune
in to and celebrate your own animal qualities.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Between 1977 and 1992,
civil war raged in Mozambique. Combatants planted
thousands of land mines that have remained dangerous
long after the conflict ended. In recent years, a new ally
has emerged in the quest to address the problem: rats
that are trained to find the hidden explosives so that
human colleagues can defuse them. The expert sniffers
don’t weigh enough to detonate the mines, so they’re
ideal to play the role of saviors. I foresee a
metaphorically comparable development in your future,
Leo. You’ll get help and support from a surprising or
seemingly unlikely source.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Imagine a stairway that
leads nowhere; as you ascend, you realize that at the
top is not a door or a hallway, but a wall. I suspect that
lately you may have been dealing with a metaphorical
version of an anomaly like this. But I also predict that in
the coming weeks some magic will transpire that will
change everything. It’s like you’ll find a button on the
wall that when pushed opens a previously
imperceptible door. Somehow, you’ll gain entrance
through an apparent obstruction.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Not all of the classic
works of great literature are entertaining. According to
one survey of editors, writers and librarians, Goethe’s
Faust, Melville’s Moby Dick, and Cervantes’ Don
Quixote are among the most boring masterpieces ever
written. But most experts agree that they’re still
valuable to read. In that spirit, and in accordance with
astrological omens, I urge you to commune with other
dull but meaningful things. Seek out low-key but rich
offerings. Be aware that unexciting people and
situations may offer clues and catalysts that you need.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Many of you Scorpios

regard secrecy as a skill worth cultivating. It serves

your urge to gather and manage power. You’re aware

that information is a valuable commodity, so you guard

it carefully and share it sparingly. This predilection

sometimes makes you seem understated, even shy.

Your hesitancy to express too much of your knowledge

and feelings may influence people to underestimate the

intensity that seethes within you. Having said all that,

I’ll now predict that you’ll show the world who you are

with more dazzle and flamboyance in the coming

weeks. It’ll be interesting to see how you do that as you

also try to heed your rule that information is power.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Sagittarian

actress and producer Deborra-Lee Furness has been

married to megastar actor Hugh Jackman for 23 years.

Their wedding rings are inscribed with a motto that

blends Sanskrit and English, “Om paramar to the

mainamar.” Hugh and Deborah-Lee say it means “we

dedicate our union to a greater source.” In resonance

with current astrological omens, I invite you to engage

in a similar gesture with an important person in your

life. Now is a marvelous time to deepen and sanctify

your relationship by pledging yourselves to a higher

purpose or beautiful collaboration or sublime mutual

quest.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): In 1997, a

supercomputer named Deep Blue won six chess

matches against Chess Grand Master Gary Kasparov. In

2016, an Artificial Intelligence called AlphaGo squared

off against human champion Lee Sodol in a best-of-five

series of the Chinese board game Go. AlphaGo crushed

Sodol, four games to one. But there is at least one

cerebral game in which human intelligence still reigns

supreme: the card game known as bridge. No AI has as

yet beat the best bridge players. I bring this to your

attention, Capricorn, because I am sure that in the

coming weeks, no AI could out-think and out-strategize

you as you navigate your way through life’s tests and

challenges. You’ll be smarter than ever. P.S.: I’m

guessing your acumen will be extra soulful, as well.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): At regular intervals,

a hot stream of boiling water shoots up out of the earth

and into the sky in Wyoming’s Yellowstone National

Park. It’s a geyser called Old Faithful. The steamy surge

can reach a height of 185 feet and last for 5 minutes.

When white settlers first discovered this natural

phenomenon in the 19th century, some of them used it

as a laundry. Between blasts, they’d place their dirty

clothes in Old Faithful’s aperture. When the scalding

flare erupted, it provided all the necessary cleansing. I’d

love to see you attempt a metaphorically similar feat,

Aquarius: harness a natural force for a practical

purpose, or a primal power for an earthy task.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Who was the model for

Leonardo da Vinci’s iconic painting Mona Lisa? Many

scholars think it was Italian noblewoman Lisa del

Giocondo. Leonardo wanted her to feel comfortable

during the long hours she sat for him, so he hired

musicians to play for her and people with mellifluous

voices to read her stories. He built a musical fountain

for her to gaze upon and a white Persian cat to cuddle.

If it were within my power, I would arrange something

similar for you in the coming weeks. Why? Because I’d

love to see you be calmed and soothed for a

concentrated period of time; to feel perfectly at ease, at

home in the world, surrounded by beautiful influences

you love. In my opinion, you need and deserve such a

break from the everyday frenzy. a

HOMEWORK: THINK OF THE LAST PERSON YOU CURSED,
IF ONLY WITH A HATEFUL THOUGHT IF NOT AN ACTUAL
SPELL. NOW SEND THEM A FREE-HEARTED BLESSING. 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded

weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The

audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or

(900) 950-7700.
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Legal Services

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY

$200 STOP Garnishments
NOW. Payment Plans Available
505-688-0070

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST

STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Announcements

w
GPAMA ANNUAL MTG.

Sat., Mar 16, 11:30 am,

Chello Grill, 5010 Cutler Ave
NE (I-40 & San Mateo).
Elections. 750.2708

Studies

SECONDHAND SMOKE STUDY

The UNM College of Pharmacy
is recruiting non-smokers
currently exposed to
secondhand smoke, 19-40
years old, for a study on a new

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Real Estate

Apartments for Rent

LOW RATES! Fully furnished
studios. FREE utilities. NO
CREDIT CHECK. Call now &
move in today: 505-225-1216

Body & Soul

BUY 3 WEEKS, GET 1 WEEK
FREE – NEWLY RENOVATED,
furnished studios. Utilities
INCLUDED. Call now: 505-
226-6932

MOVE IN TODAY! Fully
Furnished Studio Apartments –
no credit check & no lease
req. Call Now: 505-225-2673

risk factor for heart disease.
Two visits (0.5 AND 1 hr) are
needed. You will be
compensated for your time.
Call Meera Shah 505-272-
0578. HRRC #15-033

THE WEEKLY ALIBI
CLASSIFIEDS are a great deal!

Call 346-0660 ext. 221.

Wellness

Counseling/Psychiatry

$50 DROP IN GROUP
THERAPY MON-THURS 5-7PM
Ctr 4 Sprtl Lvg
www.innernavigation.com

Licensed Massage

MEZMERIZING MASSAGE BY
MISS VIKI Call 505-304-
4121 to schedule Appt. Lic#
1904

w
AUTHENTIC TANTRA
MASSAGE Give yourself

the beautiful gift of authentic

Tantra massage and teaching.
I am a Certified Tantra
Educator, Professional
Massage Therapist,
Relationship Coach and Reiki
Healer. Please call me for
detailed information and
scheduling. Namaste,Julianne
505 920 3083 LMT #2788

Self-Help/Workshops

w
OUT OF CONTROL?
Struggling with

COMPULSIVE SEXUAL
BEHAVIOR and WANT HELP?
Call 505-510-1722 or visit
www.abqsaa.org

PRICED below market! New roof with warranty!
Call David at Geltmore Real Estate Advisory Team, LLC

(505) 294-8625

PRIME LOCATION TWO BUILDINGS IN DOWNTOWN ABQ

approx. 8000 sq ft space
— made from two remodeled buildings —

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE
413/411 Central Ave NW413/411 Central Ave NW413/411 Central Ave NW

w markekke !t!t! NNNewew rrooooffff iwiwi hthth wwararrarantnt !y!y!
t R l E t t Ad i T LLC

y

located between the historic Kimo 
Theater on Route 66, and sharing on old 
brick wall with Anodyne and Sister Bar.

GORGEOUS BLOND IN A RED

HATCHBACK AT COORS AND

ALAMEDA SUNDAY MARCH 3 AROUND

3:30 PM

We were next to each other waiting for the green

arrow. We kept glancing at one another. You in a red

hatchback with “I love Taos” sticker. Me in a silver

Toyota truck. We winked and waved at each other as

you turned south on Second Street

You were positively captivating. Can I take you out

for a drink or coffee?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Left turn lane to eastbound Alameda from

Coors on 3/3/2019.

PEACE IS PARAMOUNT

Thursday after Valentines, you were sitting at the

bus stop in front of 7-11. You flashed me a peace-

sign, behind tearful eyes! As I was pedaling by,

wearing black. I tried to say something but I think it

sounded like “die”. I must be over twice your age,

and it would’ve been creepy for me to stop. Being

as young and beautiful as yourself, in this old, ugly

world is the only reason I can think you might be

sad. It’s said the prayers of the righteous are

powerful and effective, but I still will..

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: bus stop in front of 7-11 on 2/21/2019.

ANODYNE VALENTINES D. EVENING.

You were playing pool with a friend, maybe alone on

V-day too.

I was having a frustrating conversation at the bar

planning a business trip with a professional colleague

over a beer.

You were tall, statuesque and little nerdy (my type!)

You were wearing a fushcia t-shirt, high waisted levis

and fuschia vans sneakers. Gorgeous short coif and

longs arms. I thought you were meekakitty from You

tube at first...I was enamoured. Went to make a call,

came back, you were gone...hopefully not forever.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: anodyne bar - pool tables.

CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY 610 SINGH

I saw you 610 Singh. I was impressed with your

memory, your girlfriend (?) was not. Our eyes met as

I exited the romance section. Let’s get together and

compare Dewey Decimal notes, maybe in the vicinity

of 306?

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Cherry Hills Library on 2/9/2019.

I SAW YOU

I saw you as your two gentlemen ushers escorted to

your seat. You were a vision in your daring avant-

garde outfit & boots. I tried speaking with you but

the ushers would not have it. I hope I look as life-like

as you as you do now. I took a pic but don’t know if

alibi personals still has feature to submit one.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: National Museum of Women in the Arts on

2/4/2019.

TALENTI SURPRISE

I was taken aback by your sweet act of kindness, and

playfulness, in the check out line! I savored every

spoonful of the pistachio ice cream and am left

wondering, more, about who you are...

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: La Montanita Food Co-op.

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in the
Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!



MARCH 7-13, 2019 WEEKLY ALIBI [31]

by Matt Jones

Across

1 Biblical fratricide victim
5 Ragged peak
9 Passing lines
13 “3 Feet High and Rising”
group ___ Soul
14 Pick up
16 Controversial director
Riefenstahl
17 Current U.S. Secretary of
Transportation
19 Cheap bar
20 Calico pony
21 Vaccination
23 Patch of grass
24 Holiday in Hanoi
25 Suffix for novel
28 In a genial manner
30 1992 song by The Cure
that goes through the week
33 Airline from Stockholm
34 Likely
35 Fanning of “Maleficent”
36 Magazine for teens since
1965
40 “___ Is Us”
42 Charged-up particle
43 Settings for med. dramas
46 Thought experiment
featured in an episode of
“The Good Place”
50 Meat dish with a filling
51 Mop & ___ (floor cleaner
brand)
52 French possessive
meaning “your”
54 Contribute
55 Thailand, formerly
57 “Inconceivable!”
59 “Cool, man”
61 TV host with a
“Neighborhood of Make-
Believe” (where the starts of
the theme answers were
found)
64 Letterman rival, once
65 Meditation teachers
66 “Language” of “haxored”
and “pwn’d”
67 Agitated state
68 Word before or after break
69 Airport data, for short

Down

1 Not so klutzy
2 Philosophy
3 2019 Hyundai model
4 CafÈ au ___
5 A.L. Central team, on a
scoreboard
6 Tape deck button
7 Oohs’ followers
8 S’mores flavor component
9 Antiquarian
10 Diamond game, in Santo
Domingo
11 Make use of
12 Create a colorful T-shirt
15 Swedish actress Rapace
of the “Millennium” series
18 Domino’s ad character,
once
22 ___ pedis (athlete’s foot)
26 ___ paneer (Indian spinach
dish)
27 Do some keyboarding
29 2008 Verizon acquisition
that once had naming rights
to Jacksonville’s stadium
31 “And ___ don’t know

what’s going on!”
32 “Let ___!” (“Go ahead”)
37 Cuba y Puerto Rico, por
ejemplo
38 “Star Trek” collective
39 Compound with a double
bond
40 Walked on
41 Harry who died on
Halloween
44 Amplify a certain message
45 Spoke ill of
46 Hiker’s routes
47 Inform
48 ___ the Pig (2019)
49 “With or Without You”
singer
53 Complex orgs.
56 Prefix with byte or hertz
58 Stare at in a gross manner
60 “I ___ You Babe”
62 Talk smack about
63 Q-U filler
©2019 Jonesin’ Crosswords 

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“In the Neighborhood”—along with the owl and the pussycat.BY RYAN NORTH
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