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ATSDR Bad, PFAS Still OK

Dear Editor,
I would like to reply to the editor’s response
[v28 i15] to my recent letter about PFAS and
elaborate somewhat on PFAS.

My letter relied mostly on findings
published by the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry (ATSDR). The editor’s
response invoked a 2009 report on the ATSDR
issued by the House of Representatives’
subcommittee report. I was not aware of any of
this, and in the future I will not use ATSDR
material.

Although Congress authorized the ATSDR
in 1980, the agency did not emerge until 1983.
According to the introduction to the
Subcommittee Report, the ATSDR “had an
extremely difficult birth and has struggled ever
since.” The ATSDR was never able to fill all its
staffing positions, and the EPA and the Office
of Management and Budget Services (HHS)
never wanted ATSDR to have its own staff,
and the report said, “The EPA and HHS
provided it with little support and at times tried
to subvert it.” I am not trying to defend
ATSDR. Based on my reading of portions of
the subcommittee report, I must say that the
agency has some serious moral and ethical
shortcomings and much of its behavior has
been dishonest and underhanded.

Leaving the ATSDR behind, what does the
EPA have to say about PFAS and related
chemicals? According to its website, studies
“indicate” that some of the related chemicals
“can cause reproductive and developmental,
liver and kidney, and immunological effects in
laboratory animals.” These laboratory animals
were exposed to much higher doses than are
humans. Some of these results have not been
repeated in other studies, and whether animal
studies can be applied to humans is a matter of
debate.

According to a 2007 review paper, “In
general, no consistent association between
[PFAS and related chemicals] and adverse
health effects has been observed.” (The studies
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were conducted on workers who had received
occupational exposure.) The studies are small
studies, few cases of cancer have been observed
or the studies lack adequate exposure data.
Some studies that show increased cancer
mortality do not reach statistical significance,
meaning the increase could be due to chance
and not to exposure. 

A January 2019 review paper on PFAS was
full of qualifiers: “Results should be interpreted
with caution until they could be replicated;”
“whether [an] association had any public health
significance was debatable;” “associations were
either likely due to chance, or study size was too
small, or no meaningful associations were
found.”

To briefly address what is probably the
biggest worry of all—cancer—I will reiterate
what I said in my April 4 letter. Seventy-eight
percent of cancer is caused by smoking, diet,
prolonged excessive drinking (especially of hard
liquor), certain sexual practices, obesity and
inadequate exercise. That is, 78 percent of
cancer is caused by human behavior. By
themselves, smoking and diet cause about 65
percent of cancer.

Every year in the United States, 450,000
people die as a direct result of smoking
cigarettes. Although not all of these are cancer
deaths, according to the American Lung
Association, 90 percent of lung cancer is caused
by smoking. If you smoke and you are worried
about cancer, stop smoking! If you don’t smoke,
don’t start, and follow the rest of the advice in
the preceding paragraph. a

Sincerely Yours,
Steven Dapra,
Albuqueruque

Letters should be sent with the writer’s name, address

and daytime phone number via email to

letters@alibi.com. They can also be faxed to (505) 256-

9651. Letters may be edited for length and clarity, and

may be published in any medium; we regret that owing

to the volume of correspondence we cannot reply to

every letter. Word count limit for letters is 300 words.

· Get Paid Every Friday!

· Up to $11.45/hr

· Paid Mileage, Travel, & Holidays

· Paid Training

· Work Mon-Fri, Days

· No Nights, No Weekends

· CALL TODAY 344-9880



APRIL 25-MAY 1, 2019 WEEKLY ALIBI [5]

ODDS
ENDS

WEIRD NEWS

A
N
D

Dateline: Michigan
A man is suing his parents for destroying his
collection of pornography. The Washington

Examiner reports that a man identified only as
“Charlie” has filed a lawsuit accusing his
parents of destroying a collection of
pornography that included vintage, out-of-
print films that he valued at $30,000. Charlie
unsuccessfully attempted to press charges
against his parents twice before filing the suit.
According to the complaint, Charlie moved
in with his parents in Michigan following a
divorce in 2016. He lived with the couple for
10 months before moved to Indiana.
According to the complaint, when his
parents delivered his things in 2017, he
noticed his pornography collection was
missing. He asked about the missing property
and was allegedly told that it had been
“destroyed.” Included in the lawsuit was an
email written by Charlie’s father which
seemed to be an admission of guilt. “I do not
possess your pornography. It is gone,” the
email said. “It has been either destroyed or
disposed of. I may well have missed a few
items that are now in your possession but, at
this point, if you don’t have it, it is gone.
Ditto for your sex toys and smutty
magazines.” The email said 12 boxes of
pornography and two boxes of “sex toys” had
been destroyed. When Charlie filed a police
report against his parents, he claimed the
collection was worth between $10,000 and
$30,000, factoring emotional attachment into
the sum. Charlie is now reportedly suing his
parents for $86,822 in damages. His parents
have said that they had asked him not to
bring the collection into their home before
he had taken up residence there.

Dateline: Switzerland
Swiss scientists have accidentally discovered
that men’s beards are dirtier than dogs’ coats.
According to BBC Newsround, researchers at
the Hirslanden Clinic in Switzerland were
trying to find out if men could pick up dog
diseases via their facial hair to determine if it
would be safe for dogs and humans to use the
same MRI scanners. What they weren’t
planning on finding was that the men carried
“significantly” more germs and bacteria in
their beards than the average dog did in its fur.
The scientists swabbed the facial hair below
the mouths of 18 men and from the necks of
30 dogs. According to the study, every beard
involved tested high in bacteria counts. Seven
of the men had so much bacteria that
researchers were concerned they could become
sick. “The beards of men harbor significantly
more microbes than the neck fur of dogs and
these microbes were significantly more
pathogenic to humans,” they wrote. The
authors of the study noted that it was limited

in scope and suggested further studies be done
with larger group sample sizes. They also
suggested testing hair samples from women’s
heads. It was determined that there was no risk
in allowing dogs and humans to use the same
MRI scanners.

Dateline: Japan
A science teacher allegedly taught his students
how to make ecstasy tablets. Japanese
newspapers are comparing Tatsunori Iwamura,
a pharmacology professor at Matsuyama
University in Ehime Prefecture, to “Breaking
Bad” character Walter White. Japan Today

reports that Iwamura was referred to
prosecutors last week after it was alleged that
he taught students in his university class to
produce the synthetic drugs MDMA and 5F-
QUPIC last year. The professor reportedly
admitted to authorities that he’d trained
students to make the illegal drugs for the
purpose of furthering their education.
Researchers in Japan are allowed to
manufacture these sorts of drugs for study so
long as they obtain a license from regional
authorities. Iwamura reportedly had a license
in the past, but it expired and was never
renewed. He is now facing up to 10 years in
prison. Authorities searched the professor’s
home and his office at the university’s college
of pharmaceutical sciences, but were unable to
find any MDMA in his possession. They
allegedly did find traces of 5F-QUPIC, a drug
that has effects similar to those of marijuana
which has been banned in Japan. Matsuyama
University officials said they plan to discipline
Iwamura and his assistant professor once the
police have concluded their investigation.
“We sincerely apologise for causing serious
concern to students and their parents,”
university president Tatsuya Mizogami told
reporters.

Dateline: China
Health-conscious Chinese internet users have
found a new way to enjoy unhealthy foods:
letting others eat them for you. According to
South China Morning Post, internet
entrepreneurs are offering to eat and drink on
their clients’ behalf for a fee. Sellers are
allegedly filming themselves eating and
drinking unhealthy foods and drinks and then
charging buyers the price of the meal plus a
small service fee—reportedly less than $1.50. In
the videos, the sellers describe the taste, texture
and experience of a meal while they eat. Close-
up angles of the food and drinks are featured.
The fad gained attention earlier this month
after Chinese media noted large numbers of
listings for the service popping up on various e-
commerce sites, but its popularity is already
waning, according to reports. However it seems
to have inspired similar entrepreneurial
ventures such as people petting animals or
watching television series on behalf of others. It
is believed that many of these offers aren’t
meant to be taken seriously. “Hello, I am a
fraudster and for 0.2 yuan you can be duped!”
reportedly read a recent listing.  a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.
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K-5 Plus Causing Issues
Some New Mexico schools are struggling to
comply with new K-5 Plus standards set by the
state and will subsequently not be offering the
program this year.

The Santa Fe New Mexican reports that the
deadline recently passed for districts to apply for
funds earmarked for the new K-5 Plus program.
Lawmakers say the program, which adds an extra
25 school days to the year for students from
kindergarten to fifth grade, has been shown to
have a positive effect on students’ academic
performance. The new program comes as part of
the education omnibus bill, which Gov. Michelle
Lujan Grisham signed into law earlier this month.
Among other sweeping changes, the bill set aside
money for for the program and made it a
requirement for all schools requesting funding for
the summer session. 

However the law also requires that each child’s
summer teacher remain with that child through the
following school year. Some districts and charter
schools say they don’t have enough teachers to
fulfill the requirements and must do without the
program this year. Some of those schools
previously offered K-3 Plus, a precursor to the new
program.

The Public Education Department said it will
notify districts and charter schools of whether
they were approved for the program and how
much funding they will receive by May 6.

School districts will be able to apply for future
K-5 Plus funding in October. 

Otero County Declares State of

Emergency
Authorities in one New Mexico county are asking
that the governor reinstate interior border
checkpoints that were closed down earlier this
month.

According to KRQE, Otero County
Commissioners unanimously voted to declare a
state of emergency last week in a bid to force the
governor to reopen interior border patrol
checkpoints and deploy the National Guard back
to the border.

Last month, Border Patrol closed down several
interior checkpoints, including those in New
Mexico. The agency said the shutdown is only a
temporary measure. Agents have been reassigned
to the nation’s southern border to help with the
increased number of asylum seekers attempting to
gain entrance to the country.

Otero County Commission Chair Couy Griffin
said local law enforcement has seen a spike in
criminal activity since the checkpoints were
closed. “The state of emergency is pretty much
just a shoutout—a cry for help to get our
checkpoints back open,” Griffin told reporters.

The governor’s office said the National Guard
does not operate federal checkpoints and
suggested the county should discuss its issues
with Border Patrol and the Department of
Homeland Security and Emergency Management.

Transgender Troops Welcome in NM
A spokesperson for Gov. Lujan Grisham told
reporters last week that despite a ban
implemented by the Trump administration,
transgender troops will be able to serve in New
Mexico’s National Guard.

According to KOB, a new Trump administration
policy bars transgender recruits from joining US
armed forces unless they serve as the gender they
were assigned at birth. Last week, Tripp Stelnicki,
the governor’s communications director, said, “We
are not going to discharge any transgender
individual from serving in our state National Guard,
nor would this state ever discriminate against
someone based on their gender identity.”

The National Guard is controlled by the state
government. a

NEWS CITY BY JOSHUA LEE NEWS | COMMENTARY

After Udall
Party politics pivot toward the center

the populist leftism of Rep. Ocasio Cortez and/or
Bernie Sanders—remains indisputable.

Certainly Lujan has done an admirable job as
a US Representative; he’s also the cousin of our
current Governor. His father was a major player
in New Mexico politics too; Ben Lujan was the
speaker of the NM House of Representatives for
about 37 years.

This week, Congressman Lujan received the
endorsement of party super-heavyweight Nancy
Pelosi, a centrist committed to keeping practical
ideas alive even under pressure from a growing
and very vocal left wing of the party. And not
only that, but recent Washington resident and
Representative Deb Haaland jumped on the
bandwagon proclaiming, “New Mexicans deserve
a public servant who can fill the shoes of Senator
Tom Udall and continue the legacy of Dennis
Chavez by fighting for New Mexicans ... I believe
that person is Ben Ray Lujan.”

It’s almost as if Ben Ray Lujan is the hand-
chosen successor of the Democratic political
machine that is quite okay with dynastic
overtones. We both know Lujan’s a great guy
with heaps of potential, but the too-early
endorsements come off like that peculiar ritual of
old Mexican party politics whereby a sitting
official would publicly point to his successor, who
would then handily win the upcoming election. 

Though we’re sure there’s no el dedazo
involved in the current practices of the
Democratic party, we’re still discouraged by the
appearance of such, especially at at time when
progressive and leftist factions within the party
are vying for national attention as a number of
other Donkeys begin to crowd the center, ahead
of 2020.

Maggie Toulouse Oliver
On Friday, the spokesperson for the current

Bernalillo County Clerk confirmed that
paperwork had been filed to launch Toulouse
Oliver’s campaign for the Democratic
nomination for US Senate.

She hasn’t gotten to the point where she must
elucidate the difference between her campaign
and that of the solidly backed favorite son—
whose longtime political aspirations are riding on
his proposed ascent to the Senate. But it’s
reasonable to note that some political observers
have reported that, in order to be viable
financially, Ms. Toulouse Oliver will have to
embrace the ideals and hence the funding that
comes from left-end grassroots organizations.

In any case, her announcement of intent is a
ray of sunshine in a state that has long been
dominated by Democratic party power interests
that settle for the center. Yes, again we’re aware
they’re decent leaders and provide a substantive
contrast to the empty-headed Trumpsters. But in
order to gain traction with voters in 2020, party
leaders should provide voters with candidates
who do not represent more of the same, whether
center or right.

Other Options
Speaking of the right, only two Republicans

have interest in Udall’s seat. That’s a US Senate
assignment previously held by superstar centrist
Republican Pete Domenici and before that
conservative Democrat Clinton Anderson—
Mick Rich, a local businessman (of course,
elephants, of course!) who was thoroughly
thrashed in last year’s Senate contest featuring our
own Athenian Burqueño, Martin Heinrich is
choice one. The other is Gavin Clarkson, a
former Trump operative who feels just like his
boss about the border and is a lot like the chief
elephant in other ways too, except with bolo tie,
homies.

Other than that, we wonder if anyone’s asked
maverick visionary Jeff Apodaca if he’s interested.
Dude does know what he’s talking about.
Although not part of the progressive
programming of the Democratic Party, his
independence and his gravitas might make for
good senatorial qualities. a

BY AUGUST MARCH

L
a politica is so much more exciting when
there’s an election coming to bear upon the
citizenry. Eyes brighten, engagement increases

and, generally speaking, expectations are focused
on the future, a part of the election cycle that
allows other issues to momentarily fade into the
background.

But even when there isn’t something like an
election cooking on the political oven, a host of
fire-tenders and consummate chefs keep the irons
hot; intra-party politics become more visible in
the absence of actual elections being held.

Though such internal machinations may seem
oblique or even obscure to your typical New
Mexican voter, you can be sure that they will
shape the strength, constitution, dexterity,
intelligence, wisdom and charisma of the battle
donkeys being sent to straighten things out with
Trump and company come 2020.

As it happens, the state of New Mexico will
play a big role in determining what form the
juggernaut takes. Will centrists guide us through
the fire or will the Bernie/Ocasio-Cortez wing
come alive and bring real progressive planks to
the Democratic platform?

The process of figuring that all out and
presenting it to voters started last week with an
announcement by longtime US Senator Tom
Udall that he will not seek reelection in 2020.

The Balderas Factor
Udall’s retirement news was followed by a lot

of rumbling in the Democratic party as ambitions
and alliances came to the surface.

Democratic Attorney General Hector
Balderas, fiercely independent and politically
shrewd after surviving as one of the lone donkeys
in the Martinez administration, was initially
considered a frontrunner for the Senate seat.

Balderas has built a reputation as a firm and
engaged leader, using his position as the state’s top
law enforcement officer to advocate for many
planks on the progressive platform. Though he’s
notable as a loyal lieutenant in the state party,
he’s never been closely affiliated with the new
governor’s vast entourage and camp followers. 

Soon after Udall made his plans clear, however,
Balderas told the press he wasn’t interested in
serving as a Senator, pointing to family duties as a
deciding factor. His graceful and humble attention
in the matter could be seen as an episode of a
Democratic loyalist falling on his sword to allow
other options to prevail inasmuch as he probably
knew that the party was hoping to swing to the
center with another, more favored choice.

Ben Ray Lujan
Primary elections are all about securing

funding for the long road ahead. Balderas, we
assume, knew his fundraising power, awesome as
it is, would have to go against another democrat
whose favorability within the Lujan Grisham
administration—and among power-players in
Washington hoping not to be washed away by

US Senator Tom Udall, NM Governor Lujan Grisham and US Representative Ben Ray Lujan
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NEWS | ON ASSIGNMENT

Good For You, Albuquerque!
The bright side of this week’s news

BY AUGUST MARCH

B
ack in the day, the city had a media
campaign based on a shout-out to citizens.
That phrase, shouted joyfully on radio

spots, teevee promotions and throughout
Burque on billboards and buses was “Good for
You, Albuquerque!”

That period of hopefulness—signaled by
phraseology and owned as a matter of pride by
local politicians looking to turn the tide on a
city perpetually in a state of malaise—was
temporarily replaced by conservative
governance under the aegis of the Berry
administration.

So it’s good to know that the hopefulness is
back. The One Albuquerque program,
initiated and maintained by the current
progressive administration, has become the
basis for a lot of super decent doings in The
Duke City.

That fact is easy to forget here in the news
department. Not because the problems this
city has are overwhelming or intractable.
They’re just so dang visible, and many a
grizzled and grumpy news editor will tell you
that a fire is always brighter than the reflection
of light in the tears of a citizen’s eye.

Or something like that. Since this is a
celebratory week here at Weekly Alibi, what
with the publication of Best of Burque 2019,
we thought this would also be an appropriate
time to brief our loyal readers on the best of
what is happening in this city and how much
has already been turned around as this city
progresses toward a future we can all live with,
in peace and prosperity.

Immigrants and Refugees
Holy Week, which just passed, marks a time of
reflection and action for Christians here in
Burque, but also provided a high watermark for
the city lovingly bent toward helping our
neighbors to the South.

During the week that culminated in Easter
Sunday, the City’s Office of Immigant and
Refugee Affairs announced that it aided 100
asylum seekers. The City of Albuquerque is
providing basic support resources—in
conjuction with faith communities across the
state, the City of Las Cruces and the
community group Indivisible Nob Hill—to
make these refugees’ journeys less stressful and
more humane.

Last month, Mayor Tim Keller called on all
Burqueños to come together in support of
these people in our city. In conjunction with
Holy Week festivities, Keller noted, “For many
of us, it is our faith that guides us to helping
others, no matter where you’re from, the color
of your skin or who you love. Holy Week is a
poignant reminder that we must stand for the

least among us. These families have traveled
thousands of hard miles to legally apply for
asylum in our country and to forge a new life
for their families. We have seen many
Burqueños step up to help in recent weeks by
donating and volunteering. Local faith
organizations of all types have also stepped up
in a huge way and have led the support for
these folks on their journey.” Good for you,
Albuquerque!

Keller’s Budget
Fiscal Year 2020 begins in July and the Mayor’s
office has released a proposed budget for that
determinable future. Overall, the budget
figures on the use of $1.1 billion in funding to
make all sorts of cool things happen, but there
is definitely an emphasis on public safety in
the administration’s 229-page document.

A letter from hizzoner, prefacing the
programmatic and monetary details of the
proposal, reiterates a team philosophy, with
Keller writing to the city that “Working
together, we have begun to take control of our
public safety problems and lay the foundation
for a vibrant and foward-thinking
environment to nuture, retain and attract
businesses and families. But we still have a
long way to go. Our focus for the fiscal year
2020 budget is doubling down on successful
investments in the areas of public safety, youth
opportunity and economic development, while
continuing to innovate and maximize the use
of our resources.”

That “we” attitude is particularly
encouraging, especially since one of Keller’s
objectives is to equip APD for modern
community policing by providing for better
communications though equipment upgrades,

more competent hires and most importantly
continued compliance and progress in meeting
the requirements of the Department of Justice
Settlement enacted in 2014.

Keller’s budget indicates that 47 percent of
general fund expenditures would go to the
police and fire departments, with APD
receiving $205.4 million and AFD getting
$92.9 million.

Additionally, the document laudably calls
for spending city funds to combat underlying
social problems that are very likely the root of
increased criminality in Albuquerque.

Funding homelessness programs counts a
lot and the Keller Administration is on board
with funding programs to provide emergency
shelter as well as healthcare, substance abuse
treatment and transition assistance to our
neediest citizens. Keller’s budget also addresses
affordable housing, a key step to ending
poverty and lowering the crime rate.

Keller’s budget also hones in on improving
opportunities for living-wage jobs and growing
the economy, root problems that were pretty
much ignored during the Berry
administration—much to the chagrin of the
city’s voluminous working poor—except as
examples of trickle-down economics in action.
Funding here would include $2 million to
replenish the Local Economic Development
Act (the fund that was used to successfully
incentivize Netflix, Top Golf and TaskUs
operations in Burque) and $1 million to fund
the Increment of One Job Albuquerque
Training Program that the city runs in
coordination with CNM.

Then, there’s the part about the raise.
Under Keller and Company’s legislation, city
employees would get a 2 percent raise. Good
for you, Albuquerque!

More Economic Victories
Besides the brightness reflected in Keller’s

budget—which we urge the City Council to

pass with little revision—an announcement

by Councilor Pat Davis spells more progress

with a city also preoccupied with economic

sustainability.

In announcing a new citywide

organization determined to bring together

innovators of all sorts, Davis—who sponsored

the appropriation process—wrote our news

desk to tell us about a grant-funded startup.

The new Innovate Business of

Albuquerque Association is the product of a

grant offered by the city last year to help

promote collaboration between innovative

and sustainable businesses, according to

Davis, who explained, “Just like the city

itself, local businesses in Albuquerque are

finding ways to put the values of

sustainability and innovation to work in the

way they do business. As we looked across the

landscape of business associations in the city

we saw a real opportunity for

environmentally conscious and innovative

businesses to learn from each other, leverage

their economic impact for more sustainable

legislation, and to elevate them as leaders in

the new way we see our local economy. By

partnering with the Santa Fe Green Chamber

of Commerce, we were able to borrow best

practices and apply them to create an

Albuquerque-led initiative to support our

largest developers and solar companies down

to the Central Avenue startup restauranteur

who wants to limit their environmental

footprint.” Good for you, Albuquerque!

Rock on, Burque!
Last of all, but most joyfully found in this

week’s good news mailbag, a note from the

city about this year’s Summerfest schedule. In

case you want to know, Summerfest is just

that, and boy, oh boy, does it draw rocking

bands and awesome local audiences. 

This year’s lineup was a total surprise to

me. It includes monsters like NoLa’s

Dumpstaphunk and legendary Americana

purveyors the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band. But the

highlight for this Red Octopus-loving

psychonaut will be the opportunity to finally

be able to sing along to a live performance of

“We Built This City” by Starship, a band

formerly known as Jefferson Starship, which

as we all know borrowed their heavy-lifting

engines from none other than Jefferson

Airplane. Wow, really? Well, sorta. We’ll fill

you in about Summerfest in our upcoming

Summer Guide. Until then, good for you,

Albuquerque! a

Albuquerque in the spring VISITALBUQUERQUE.ORG
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EVENT HORIZON APRIL 25-MAY 1

SATURDAY APRIL 27

GRAND ART

Like to spend your Saturdays thinking
about the cultural and ecological
significance of the Rio Grande?
Then wade into a celebration of
Albuquerque’s favorite river with
over 30 local artists, musicians and
food trucks at the third annual Art
Along the Rio Grande, one-day art
fair held on Saturday, April 27 from
10am to 3pm at theGutierréz-
Hubbell House. Will there be kids’
activities? You better believe it!
Tours of Valle de Oro National
Wildlife Refuge and the Gutierrez-
Hubbell House? Of course! Is it
free? Sure! You can find more
information at friendsofvalledeoro.org.
GUTIERREZ-HUBBELL HOUSE 6029 ISLETA

BLVD SW, 10AM TO 3PM alibi.com/v/6eve.

(Clarke Condé) a

RED SKIES
OVER BURQUE

Albuquerque is the proud
home to the biggest
indigenous powwow in North
America and in case you
live under a rock, it’s the
Gathering of Nations at
Tingley Coliseum in Expo
New Mexico. With 2019
title sponsors Ultra Health,
this celebration of culture
and community is set to
have its most extraordinary year yet. The festivities begin on Thursday, April 25, with registration for most
evzents as well as The Miss Indian World Pageant talent presentation in the evening. Tickets for this event are
$15. On Friday, April 26, the fun continues with a huge day of events including the grand entry. Saturday, April
27 concludes the powwow for another year with A Tribe Called Red and other incredible indigenous artists on
Stage 49 and the crowning of Miss Indian World 2019. The all-ages gathering has events running from 9am to
midnight daily with a ticket cost of $19 per day or a wristband for $42. VIP tickets are already sold out. TINGLEY

COLISEUM 300 SAN PEDRO DR NE, 9AM TO MIDNIGHT alibi.com/v/6g1k. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

HUSKY
BOIZ

NMDOG and Siberian
Husky Rescue of New
Mexico have joined
forces to create the
ultimate husky
information and
adoption event,
HuskyPalooza.
Known for incredible
intelligence, vibrant
personalities and
powerful desire to
speak like a human,
huskies are truly
extraordinary pets in
the right home. All the huskies in attendance are in need of a good home, and you’re going to be the one to
give it to them! This all-ages event is takes place on Saturday, April 27, from 10am to 2pm at REI, with no
admission cost. So clear your calendar and make space in your life for bundles of love with a new forever
friend. REI 1550 MERCANTILE NE, 10AM TO 2PM alibi.com/v/6fd8. (Dan Rayne Pennington) a

JUNG LIED FOR YOU

From all across the state, the finest voice
and piano students stream into Albuquerque
this weekend for the 10th Annual Vocal
Artistry Art Song Festival: Das Lied. It’s
true that the art of song is alive in
German (New Mexico’s fifth most popular
language) at this festival where over
1,000 students compete and perform,
culminating in a final concert, reception
and the awarding of over $10,000 in
scholarships on Sunday, April 28 at 2pm
in the Simms Center for the Performing
Arts at Albuquerque Academy. Find the
complete schedule of this weekend’s free,
open, all-ages performances, master
classes and receptions at
vocalartistryartsong.com. SIMMS CENTER FOR

THE PERFORMING ARTS 6400 WYOMING BLVD NE, 2
TO 3:30PM alibi.com/v/6asg. (Clarke Condé) a

A CHURCH UNDER THE
MILKY WAY

Check this out. Every band you have ever
loved—well except for The Beatles, Beastie
Boys, Nirvana, Hole and the Wu-Tang Clan—
is inevitably going to get back together, go
on tour and appear in your hometown like
the rightful, powerful magicians of the age
that they proclaimed when you were
collecting their albums and dancing like
mad to everything they recorded. That goes
for minor league rock gods from the ’80s
onward, so in the future, be prepared for
amazing visits to the graves of outfits like

Echo & the Bunnymen, Candlebox and Thompson Twins in search of relevance and cool merch. The Church, a
gothy, psych-rock band from Down Under, notable for a couple of respectable hits, performs from their
extensive oeuvre—they have 17 albums!—at Meow Wolf on Wednesday, May 1 at 8pm. Tickets for this 21-plus
rockfest are $27 in advance and $30 the day of the show.VIP and Meet and Greet tickets cost $109. MEOW

WOLF 1352 RUFINA CIRCLE, 8PM alibi.com/v/6f7s. (August March) a

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

FRIDAY APRIL 26THURSDAY APRIL 25

GLAMOUR
PROFESSION

Che Malambo, an
Argentinian modern dance
troupe with heavy
percussive overtones and
flamenco boots on the
feet of beefy, Chippendale-
styled dancers inhabiting
this newfangled all-male
dance company, just hit
the road on a 60-day
tour of the United States.
You can imagine that

these dudes must have some kinda mojo—besides the commodified kind—driving their stomping sojourn
through the states. This amazing ensemble of purposeful performers will appear at Popejoy Hall on Friday,
April 26 from 7:30pm until the curtain falls at 10pm, celebrating all that emanates from the concept of the
South American gaucho, from hard work to throwing tools about the stage in a choreographed frenzy. All ages
can join this jaunty fun for between $35 and $65; tickets are available at popejoypresents.com. POPEJOY HALL

203 CORNELL DR NE, 7:30 TO 10PM alibi.com/v/643q. (August March) a
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COMMUNITY
    

THURSDAY APRIL 25

HEARTLAND HOSPICE In Your Own Words. A grief writing support
group to reflect, remember and renew through restorative writing
in a safe environment. 4001 Indian School Rd NE. 5:30-7pm.
18+. 323-1464. alibi.com/v/6ao3.

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 2019 International Festival. T true
celebration of culture and diversity, occurring annually and
featuring food, crafts and performances from all over the world.
Cornell Mall outside Popejoy Hall. 10am-2pm. ALL-AGES!
277-4032. alibi.com/v/6esr.

KIDS

CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Dia de los Niños. Hear stories and
enjoy activities celebrating human diversity and biodiversity.
Participants receive a free book, courtesy of the Friends for the
Public Library. For kids ages 4 through 10. 6901 Barstow St NE.
10:15-11am. ALL-AGES! 857-8321. alibi.com/v/6d9j.

ERNA FERGUSSON LIBRARY Dia de los Niños. Hear stories and
enjoy activities celebrating human diversity and biodiversity.

Participants receive a free book, courtesy of the Friends for the
Public Library. For kids ages 4 through 10. 3700 San Mateo Blvd
NE. 10:15-11:15am. ALL-AGES! See CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY
listing.

ERNIE PYLE LIBRARY Dia de los Niños. Hear stories and enjoy
activities celebrating human diversity and biodiversity. Participants
receive a free book, courtesy of the Friends for the Public Library.
For kids ages 0 through 6. 900 Girard SE. 10:30-11:30am. See
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY listing.

JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Dia de los Niños. Hear stories and
enjoy activities celebrating human diversity and biodiversity.
Participants receive a free book, courtesy of the Friends for the
Public Library. For kids ages 4 through 10. 3407 Juan Tabo Blvd
NE. 10:15-11:15am. ALL-AGES! See CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY
listing.

LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY Dia de los Niños. Hear
stories and enjoy activities celebrating human diversity and biodi-
versity. Participants receive a free book, courtesy of the Friends
for the Public Library. For kids ages 4 through 10. 908 Eastridge
Dr NE. 10:30am-11:30pm. ALL-AGES! See CHERRY HILLS
LIBRARY listing.

SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY Dia de los Niños. Hear stories and
enjoy activities celebrating human diversity and biodiversity.
Participants receive a free book, courtesy of the Friends for the
Public Library. For kids ages 4 through 10. 1025 Broadway Blvd
SE. 10-11am. ALL-AGES! See CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY listing.

TONY HILLERMAN LIBRARY Dia de los Niños. Hear stories and
enjoy activities celebrating human diversity and biodiversity.
Participants receive a free book, courtesy of the Friends for the
Public Library. For kids ages 4 through 10. 8205 Apache Ave NE.
10:15-10:45am. ALL-AGES! See CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY listing.

LEARN

SELF SERVE Mastering the BJ: Interactive Skills. This class is for
anyone who has a dick in their life and wants to show it some
oral love. Sterilized dildos for practicing provided. 112 Morningside
Dr NE. $15-$20. 7:30-9pm. 18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/6db5.

SIDEWINDERS ABQ Kink Inclusive Society Pre-game and Slosh.
Meet and learn about the kink/BDSM lifestyle. Nipples and
“holes” must always be covered and no penetration is allowed.
Play is for demos only. Waiver required. 8900 Central Ave SE.
6:30-10:30pm. 21+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/6cjq.

THURSDAY APRIL 25

TINGLEY COLISEUM Gathering of Nations. 300 San Pedro Dr NE. $15-$42. 9am-midnight. alibi.com/v/6g1k. See
Event Horizon.

LAUNCHPAD Gathering of MCs • RedCloud • Def-i • hip-hop • Artson • Runt • Nataanii Means • Baby Shel • 8pm • $7-$10

MARBLE BREWERY Under The Native Stars • Derek Miller • The Flossies • indie, rock • The Jir Project Band • pop, blues,
alternative • Lindy Vision • electronic • Scotti Clifford • 7pm • 21+

FRIDAY APRIL 26

TINGLEY COLISEUM Gathering of Nations. 300 San Pedro Dr NE. $15-$42. 9am-midnight. alibi.com/v/6g1k. See
Event Horizon.

INSIDE OUT Zion I • Wake Self • hip-hop • Dj Stigmata • Supaman • Voice of Honey • Emily Bear Marcus • 9pm • 21+

SATURDAY APRIL 27

TINGLEY COLISEUM Gathering of Nations. 300 San Pedro Dr NE. $15-$42. 9am-midnight. alibi.com/v/6g1k. See
Event Horizon.

OT CIRCUS GALLERY Arrows on Point II: The Art of Lynnette Haozous. Experience fine art from this Chiricahua Apache
artist in a one-night-only show. Light refreshments served. 709 Central Ave NW. 5-9pm. ALL-AGES! 415-4643. alibi.com/v/6faj.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Martha Redbone Roots Project. Hear roots music embodying the folk sounds of the
Appalachians mixed with the grit of Brookly, a gospel voice and the spirit of Cherokee/Choctaw culture, breaking boundaries
of Americana. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $22-$27. 7:30pm. 268-0044. alibi.com/v/69i7.

LAUNCHPAD The Electric 49 • Ethnic Degeneration • The Jir Project Band • rock, pop, blues, alternative • Irv Wauneka • Tha
Yoties • reggae • 9pm

PUEBLO HARVEST Native Guitars Tour • Levi Platero Band • blues, rock, soul • The Jir Project Band • pop, alternative • Sunburnt
Stone • 6pm • $10 • ALL-AGES!z

GUTIERREZ-HUBBELL HOUSE Apache Voices. Rresenter Sherry Robinson, describes a walk in the moccasins of the
Apaches, including true stories told in their own words and an overview of Apache history, culture and values. 6029 Isleta
Blvd SW. 1-2pm. ALL-AGES! 314-0398. alibi.com/v/6c6f

SUNDAY APRIL 28

GATHERING OF NATIONS



SOUTHWEST CRAFT CONNECTION Aromatherapy Make-and-
Take Workshop. Make a eucalyptus and lavendar aromatherapy
spray and learn about essential oils. 3107 Eubank Blvd NE. $35.
6-8pm. 18+. 339-9588. alibi.com/v/6fmh.

UNM ZIMMERMAN LIBRARY The 2nd Annual Mary Power Lecture
in Irish Studies. David Emmons lectures about the feud between
Peter Yorke and Garret McEnerney on the proper role of Irish
Americans during the Great War. 1900 Roma Ave NE. 7-8:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 277-5576. alibi.com/v/6ek3.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Health Literacy: Getting the Most Out
of Healthcare. Learn to obtain, process and understand basic
health information and services needed to make appropriate
health decisions and be in charge of your own healthcare. 6901
Barstow St NE. 2-3pm. ALL-AGES! 857-8321. alibi.com/v/6d9k.

UNM SCHOOL OF LAW Running Medicine Celebrations. Formed
as a program of the Native Health Initiative, the vision is
to  create a culture of wellness through the understanding that
running and exercise are potent medicines for mind, body and
spirit. 1117 Stanford Dr NE. $15. 5:45-7pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/6cxk.

FRIDAY APRIL 26

ALBUQUERQUE GARDEN CENTER Annual Spring Garden Fair
and Plant Sale. Huge selection of wonderful plants including
heirloom tomatoes, bvedding plants, roses, annuals, herbs, peren-
nials, xeric plants, hanging baskets, container plants, African
violets and houseplants. 10120 Lomas Blvd NE. 1-6pm.
ALL-AGES! 296-6020. alibi.com/v/6d3g.

OSUNA NURSERY Rose Open House Preview Night. Come in
after hours to get a first look at 3,000 spectacular roses. Members
of the Albuquerque Rose Society are on hand to help pick the
best roses for the yard. Snacks and drinks are provided. 501
Osuna Rd NE. $5. 6-8pm. ALL-AGES! 345-6644.
alibi.com/v/6ayy.

KIDS
SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY LEAP into Science: One Inch
at a Time. Preschoolers measure objects using a variety of tools,
including inchworms and standardized tools like rulers and meas-
uring tape, to develop foundational understanding about meas-
urement. 3904 Isleta Blvd SW. 3-5pm. 877-5170.
alibi.com/v/6dbk.

LEARN
O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill N.M. Right Now. A conversation and
games with city council candidate Zach Quintero and performer
Damien Flores, hosted by Kendra Jean Brand. 4310 Central Ave
SE. 7pm. 255-6782. alibi.com/v/6fel.

SPORTS
ISOTOPES PARK N.M. United vs. Portland Timbers 2. Cheer on
the United as they take on Portland. 1601 Avenida Cesar Chavez
SE. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 924-2255. alibi.com/v/6dgr.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE All Levels Hip-Hop Dance Class.
Learn the techniques that make this style so much fun to play
with socially and professionally. 3215 Central Ave NE. $15.
7:10pm. ALL-AGES! 440-6265. alibi.com/v/69px.

SATURDAY APRIL 27

ALBUQUERQUE GARDEN CENTER Annual Spring Garden Fair
and Plant Sale. 10120 Lomas Blvd NE. 1-6pm. ALL-AGES! See
4/26 listing.

ARCA GREENHOUSE, Corrales ARCA’s Annual Geranium
Celebration. Beautiful spring plants, grown with love in Corrales
greenhouses, are available for purchase with all proceeds bene-
fitting individuals with intellectual, developmental and cognitive
disablities. 181 East La Entrada. 9am-noon. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/6exh.

BLACK DOG SHREDDING Secure Your ID Day: Free Shredding
Event. This event allows the public to safely and securely shred
their personal documents at no cost. All documents are shredded
on-site in a safe and secure environment. 2800 Vasser Dr. NE.
10am-noon. ALL-AGES! 346-0110. alibi.com/v/6eme.

MAIN LIBRARY Friends of the Public Library Day. Celebrate the
program’s 50th anniverseary with a family event with music, talks,
displays, a proclamation ceremony, storytelling, scavenger hunt,
BioPark discovery and prizes for children. 501 Copper Ave NW.
10am-4pm. ALL-AGES! (773) 398-3655. alibi.com/v/6d93.

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill The Dirty Liars’ Game. An interactive
game show where three storytellers tell two true stories and one
fake story and the audien 4310 Central Ave SE. $5. 8pm. 18+.
227-7378. alibi.com/v/6fb6.
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OSUNA NURSERY Rose Open House. Walk amongst nearly 3,000
roses while listening to flamenco music by Joaquin Gallegos.
Experts are on hand to help pick the best roses for the yard.
Snacks and drinks provided. 501 Osuna Rd NE. 9am-6pm.
ALL-AGES! See 4/26 listing.

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL Raising the Roof. Enjoy breakfast,
a silent auction, lively presentation and music, with all proceeds
benefitting building decent, affordable homes for low-income
families in Albuquerque. Reservations required. 2600 Louisiana
Blvd NE. $30-$300. 8am. ALL-AGES! 265-0057.
alibi.com/v/6bzx.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Special Collections Library
Tour. Take a tour of Albuquerque’s oldest public library. The 1925
Pueblo/Spanish Revival-style building is a registered Albuquerque
landmark. 423 Central Ave NE. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES!
848-1376. alibi.com/v/6dek.

!EXPLORA! Financial Literacy Workshop for Kids and Families.
Fidelity Investments associates present age-appropriate activities
on earning, spending, saving and growing money along with inter-
active finance exhibits. 1701 Mountain Rd NW. $0-$10. 1-3pm.
ALL-AGES! 224-8300. alibi.com/v/6fps.

LEARN
ABQ BIOPARK ZOO Like An Animal: The Grazing and Sex Tour.
This adults-only tour of the zoo features resident experts divulging
details of romantic rituals and strategies of animals.Tickets
include admission, a tour, tapas-style appetizers and a cash bar.
903 10th Street SW. 5:30-7:30pm. 764-6214.
alibi.com/v/6ew4.

COMMUNITY

BALLOON FIESTA PARK

Albuquerque Renaissance Faire 2019. Lords and ladies
are invited to the most beloved event in the kingdom
including a tavern, commoners’ food court, children’s
realm, artisan village, living history and live entertain-

ment. 5000 Balloon Fiesta Parkway NE. $0-$10. 10am.
ALL-AGES! 768-6020. alibi.com/v/6evy.

TRACTOR BREWING

WELLS PARK N.M. Comic Expo Meet and Greet. Meet
the team behind N.M. Comic Expo, learn more about
the upcoming event, purchase early bird tickets and

hear guest announcements before anyone else. 1800
Fourth Street NW. 7pm. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/6ew9.



MONDAY APRIL 29

WELLNESS/FITNESS
NEW MEXICO SCHOOL OF YOGA Yoga Basics. A perfect class
for absolute beginners and those looking to refine their flow to
include the postures of a basic sun salutation, beginner breathing
exercises and savasana. 1111 Carlisle Blvd SE. $10-$45. 6-7pm.
15+. 268-0918. alibi.com/v/6f5b.

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Yoga with Yoga Zo. Get a fresh
start to the week with an all-levels class. 1912 Second Street
NW. $10. 6:30pm. ALL-AGES! 900-3909. alibi.com/v/6cdr.

TUESDAY APRIL 30
PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY LGBQT Support Group. A community
support group for all ages open to anyone needing comfort, relief
or a voice. 526 Washington St. 7:30-8:30pm. ALL-AGES!
999-8807. alibi.com/v/6db9.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALLEY KATS TAP COMPANY Rise of the Goddess Burlesque Class
with Mayo Lua de Frenchie. Learn the art of tease from the city’s
number one burlesque performer. Topics change weekly and are
for both new and experienced performers of all backgrounds.
Pre-registration recommended. 222 Truman St NE. $10.
7:30-8:30pm. 18+. alibi.com/v/6fo4.

UNM LGBTQ RESOURCE CENTER Free and Confidential HIV
Testing. Get tested and wait for the results. 1919 Las Lomas NE.
10am-2pm. alibi.com/v/6cze.

UNM SCHOOL OF LAW Running Medicine Celebrations. 1117
Stanford Dr NE. $15. 5:45-7pm. ALL-AGES! See 4/25 listing.

WEDNESDAY MAY 1

KIDS
SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY STEM Labs. Program activities provide

hands-on and minds-on lessons for kids including activities where

these fields are both fun and interesting. 1025 Broadway Blvd SE.

12:30-2pm. 764-1742. alibi.com/v/6fnd.

LEARN
LOMA COLORADO MAIN LIBRARY, Rio Rancho The Roman

Conquest of Britain. Dr. Lizabeth Johnson discusses the conquest

through the archaeological evidence discovered over the centuries.

755 Loma Colorado NE. 6-7pm. 18+. 891-5013. alibi.com/v/6fgl.

PRESBYTERIAN NORTHSIDE Meals on Wheels Volunteer Training.

The organization is looking for volunteers to help in a variety of

different areas. 5901 Harper Dr NE. 3-4pm. ALL-AGES! 823-8064.

alibi.com/v/6c4x.

OUTDOOR
WELLS PETROGLYPH PRESERVE, Velarde Wells Petroglyph Preserve

Public Tours. HWY 68. $35. 9:30-11:30am. See 4/27 listing.
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FREERANGE A New Day at the Roundhouse. The Humanist Society
of N.M. Speaker Series presents State Representative Daymon
Ely addressiing issues such as early childhood education, judicial
fairness and voting rights. 1700 Central Ave SE. 10am-noon.
ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6fpt.

NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE
Water Planet Day: Celebrate the Wet Side of Earth Day. Enjoy
hands-on demos from NM water organizations. Learn how ground-
water gets polluted, make a wind turbine, create a well model,
read well water depth, hear about ways to conserve and more.
1801 Mountain Rd NW. 10am-noon. ALL-AGES! 841-2800.
alibi.com/v/6drt.

OSUNA NURSERY Osuna University: Week Roses. Lothar Behnke
of Week Roses discusses and displays roses. 501 Osuna Rd NE.
10-11am. ALL-AGES! 345-6644. alibi.com/v/6ays.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY Composting for Beginners.
Composting 101 is a beginner’s guide to composting with how,
what and why to compost, featuring examples and different ways
to compost. 3904 Isleta Blvd SW. 3-4pm. ALL-AGES! 877-5170.
alibi.com/v/6dbl.

TAYLOR RANCH COMMUNITY CENTER Active Shooter Lockdown
Training. Learn what to do if there is an active shooter in the area
and the best practices used by law enforcement. Bring questions
and concerns to discuss. 4900 Kachina St NW. Noon-3pm. 15+.
379-6133. alibi.com/v/6ejp.

OUTDOOR
WELLS PETROGLYPH PRESERVE, Velarde Wells Petroglyph
Preserve Public Tours. The Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project offers
weekly public tours this spring. Pre-registration is required. HWY
68. $35. 9:30-11:30am. 852-1351. alibi.com/v/6cjc.

PETS
REI HuskyPalooza. NMDOG and Siberian Husky Rescue of
N.M. in this Husky join together for an adoption and education
event with amazing, adoptable huskies. 1550 Mercantile NE.
10am-2pm. ALL-AGES! 247-1191. alibi.com/v/6fd8. See
Event Horizon.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
HEALTH LEADERSHIP HIGH SCHOOL Reproductive Justice
Convergence. This convergence is in rememberance of Roxsana
Hernández Rodríguez and in solidarity with all trans/queer migrant
sIblings. Come out for a day of health access, cultural humility
and education. 1900 Randolph Rd SE. 9am-3pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/6ehb.

UNM SCHOOL OF LAW Running Medicine Celebrations. Formed
as a program of the Native Health Initiative, the vision is
to  create a culture of wellness through the understanding that
running and exercise are potent medicines for mind, body and
spirit. 1117 Stanford Dr NE. $15. 8-10am. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/6cy3.

SUNDAY APRIL 28
RAVEN POND City Nature Challenge. Cities around the world
compete to see who makes the most observations of nature.
Participate in an event or make individual observations and add
them to the project. 2200 Don Andrea Rd SW. 2-3:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 946-2025. alibi.com/v/6f7z.

SANTA ANA STAR CASINO, Bernalillo Not Your Mother’s Bridal
Show. Meet creative and talented vendors to meet or exceed
expectations for a one-of-a-kind wedding, full of alternative, non-
traditional bridal and décor ideas. 54 Jemez Dam. Noon-4pm.
ALL-AGES! 933-5860. alibi.com/v/67jd.

KIDS
KADAMPA MEDITATION CENTER NEW MEXICO Tweens
Meditation Class. This class offers older children an opportunity
to go deeper into meditation while exploring topics and concerns
that relate to their age group. For ages 11 and up. 142 Monroe
St NE. 10-11:30am. 13+. 292-5293. alibi.com/v/6e3f.

LEARN.
MAMA’S MINERALS Introduction to Rocks, Minerals, Mineral
Identification and Collecting. Conducted by Paul Gilliam this
workshop includes a lecture, handouts and refreshments. 800
20th Street NW. $5. 2-4pm. 15+. 266-8443. alibi.com/v/6ega.

OUTDOOR
BACHECHI OPEN SPACE Spring Family Fun Days. Take meas-
urements of the Rio Grande’s wind and weather patterns with
an anemometer and build one to take home. 9521 Rio Grande
Blvd NW. Noon-5pm. ALL-AGES! 314-0398. alibi.com/v/6c5r.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
REMEDY DAY SPA Hypnosis Workshop. Learn hypnosis strategies
to cleanse negative programs housed in the subconscious mind.
113 Vassar Dr SE. $35. 1-3pm. 544-7641. alibi.com/v/6fcx.

ALLEY KATS TAP COMPANY
BodyFaming: Burlesque Stage Confidence with Jet Noir.
Using exercises that flex the muscles of all five senses,
explore what stage confidence looks, sounds, feels and
smells like in order to experience a faming (the opposite

of shaming) of the body. 222 Truman St NE. $15.
Noon-2pm. 18+. alibi.com/v/6ffj.



THURSDAY APRIL 25

ART
SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER South Valley Showcase.
The event highlights South Valley High School students’ fine arts,
creative writing and art work, all of which fit within the theme of
“Be the voice, not the echo.” 1025 Broadway Blvd SE. 6:30-8pm.
848-1320. alibi.com/v/6eu6.

STAGE
UNM’S EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE, Center for the Arts She
Stoops to Comedy by David Greenspan. A play about a self-
involved actress, known for her portrayals of tragic heroines,
disguises herself as a man in order to play Orlando opposite her
girlfriend. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $10-$15. 7:30pm. 15+. 277-4332.
alibi.com/v/6fet.

FRIDAY APRIL 26

WORDS
SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER Burque Revolt Poetry
Slam Battle. Hear what local poets have to say as well as DJ
Gravity and host, former Poet Laureate, Jessica Helen Lopez.
1025 Broadway Blvd SE. 7-9pm. 848-1320. alibi.com/v/6ev1.
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STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Rumors by Neil Simon. A dark,
comedic comedic play where confusions and miscommunications
mount as the evening spins off into classic farcical hilarity. 224
San Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23. 7:30-9:30pm. 13+. 242-4750.
alibi.com/v/6cz2.

UNM’S EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE, Center for the Arts She
Stoops to Comedy by David Greenspan. 203 Cornell Dr NE.
$10-$15. 7:30pm. 15+. See 4/25 listing.

SONG & DANCE
ELIZABETH WATERS CENTER FOR DANCE Launch: A Student
Choreography Showcase. An evening of dance showcasing original
choreography by the finest graduate and undergraduate student
choreographers of the UNM dance program. 1 University Blvd
NE. $8-$12. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 277-4332. alibi.com/v/6fnz.

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco. Enjoy dynamic world-
class performances, exquisite Sevillan tapas and craft cocktails,
with 60 percent of proceeds supporting the National Institute of
Flamenco. 800 Rio Grande Blvd NW. $10-$30. 8-9:15pm. 21+.
222-8797. alibi.com/v/68r0.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Untit13d. This showcase is a
culmination of new work performed by KP3 students consisting
of forty-two students and ten faculty choreographers. 4121 Cutler
Ave NE. $6-$10. 7pm. ALL-AGES! 224-9808. alibi.com/v/6dvr.

POPEJOY HALL Che Malambo. The powerhouse, all-male
Argentinian dance company brings its thrilling percussive
dance and music spectacle celebrating the art of the Gauchos.
203 Cornell Dr NE. $25-$65. 7:30-10pm. ALL-AGES! 277-9771.
alibi.com/v/643q. See Event Horizon..

SATURDAY APRIL 27.

ART
GUTIERREZ-HUBBELL HOUSE Art Along the Rio Grande. A one-
day art fair showcasing the cultural heritage and ecological
significance of the Rio Grande Valley with local artists, tours
of the refuge, city nature challenge events, live music, food
trucks and kids’ activities. 6029 Isleta Blvd SW. 10am-3pm.
ALL-AGES! 225-1604. alibi.com/v/6eve. See Event Horizon.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Rumors by Neil Simon. 224
San Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23. 7:30-9:30pm. 13+. See 4/26
listing.

UNM’S EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE, Center for the Arts She
Stoops to Comedy by David Greenspan. 203 Cornell Dr NE.
$10-$15. 7:30pm. 15+. See 4/25 listing.

SONG & DANCE
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Albuquerque
High School Jazz Combo Performance. The musicians are directed
by Elsie Stott to accompany the opening reception of a nature
photography exhibit by Albuquerque High School honors student
Henry Hammel. 6500 Coors Blvd NW. 2-4pm. 897-8831.
alibi.com/v/6fcs.

ELDORADO HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
Beethoven and Mozart. Experience the warm emotional depth
and drama of Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 3 in C Minor and
Mozart’s Symphony No. 40 in G Minor with Olga Kern and Antonio
Chen Guang. 11300 Montgomery Blvd. NE. 3-5pm. 296-4871.
alibi.com/v/6ew2.

ELIZABETH WATERS CENTER FOR DANCE Launch: A Student
Choreography Showcase. 1 University Blvd NE. $8-$12. 7:30pm.
ALL-AGES! See 4/26 listing.

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco. 800 Rio Grande Blvd
NW. $10-$30. 8-9:15pm. 21+. See 4/26 listing.

ARTS & LIT

OLD SAN YSIDRO CHURCH,
Corrales Blue Grass Triple Header: Higher Ground, Silver
String Band and Squash Blossom Boys. Hear the best of
bluegrass with these three bands. 966 Old Church Rd.

$30. 7-10pm. ALL-AGES! 507-9915. alibi.com/v/6fm4.

PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE
Independent Bookstore Day. In addition to authors, music, cupcakes, kids’ events, art tables, readings, contests and

more, find exclusive books you can only buy that day. Not before. Not after. Not online. 5850 Eubank Blvd NE.
10:30am-5:15pm. ALL-AGES! 294-2026. alibi.com/v/6eoj



KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Untit13d. 4121 Cutler Ave NE.
$6-$10. 7pm. ALL-AGES! See 4/26 listing.

ST. STEPHEN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Solid Grounds
Coffeehouse. Kitty Jo Creek Band plays bluegrass and cowboy
jazz. 4601 Juan Tabo NE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES! 293-9673.
alibi.com/v/6c30.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Youth Mosaic
Art Workshop. Children ages 5 to 12 use a variety of materials
to create unique mosaics with an emphasis on using recycled
materials. A discussion of the basic principles of mosaic art is
included. 6500 Coors Blvd NW. 2-4pm. 897-8831.
alibi.com/v/6fcr.

LOS GRIEGOS LIBRARY Adult Craft. Spend a refreshing afternoon
painting with step-by-step instructions. All supplies are provided.
For ages 16 and older. Registration required. 1000 Griegos Rd.
NW. 2-5pm. 761-4020. alibi.com/v/6da0.

MAMA’S MINERALS Intermediate Wire Wrapping Class. Expand
a skill set by learning wire weaving and leave with the skills to
complete pieces at home. Registration recommended. $45.
10:30am-1pm. 18+. alibi.com/v/6fb8. Also, Beaded Kumihimo
Class. Make intricately woven and braided cords using this time-
honored Japanese art form. Registration recommended. 800
20th Street NW. $50. 1-3pm. 18+. 266-8443. alibi.com/v/6euf.

FILM
NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind. Experience themes of
love, isolation, and the pursuit of happiness with this award-
winning film. 1801 Mountain Rd NW. $8-$10. 3-5pm. 18+.
265-7866. alibi.com/v/6cl4.

SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY Family Movie: The Princess and
the Frog. See a screening of the family favorite, rated G. Children
must be accompanied by an adult. 1025 Broadway Blvd SE.
1-3pm. ALL-AGES! 764-1742. alibi.com/v/6da8.
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SUNDAY APRIL 28

WORDS.
PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE Stephen R. Donaldson Signing Event.
The award-winning Albuquerque author talks about and signs
the second novel in his new fantasy series The War Within: The
Great God’s War Book 2. 5850 Eubank Blvd NE. 3-4:40pm.
ALL-AGES! 294-2026. alibi.com/v/6f47.

PENNYSMITHS PAPER Spring 2019 ABQ Type Out. Introduce
typewriters to newbies and enthusiasts may BYO. Learn basics
like changing ribbons and more. Stationery is provided to type
a letter or poem to a friend or loved one. 4022 Rio Grande Blvd
NW. Noon-4pm. ALL-AGES! 296-5646. alibi.com/v/6flb.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Rumors by Neil Simon. 224
San Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23. 2pm. 13+. See 4/26 listing.

UNM’S EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE, Center for the Arts She
Stoops to Comedy by David Greenspan. 203 Cornell Dr NE.
$10-$15. 7:30pm. 15+. See 4/25 listing.

SONG & DANCE
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ACB Recreational Band
Spring Concert. The spring concert features music including show
tunes, jazz, marches and more. 2801 Lomas NE. Free. 3-4pm.
ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6fix.

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco. Enjoy dynamic world-
class performances, exquisite Sevillan tapas and craft cocktails,
with 60 percent of proceeds supporting the National Institute of
Flamenco. 800 Rio Grande Blvd NW. $10-$30. 6-7:15pm.
ALL-AGES! 222-8797. alibi.com/v/68vx.

SANDIA PREP SCHOOL Enchantment Under The Sea.
Enchantment Albuquerque Handbell Ensemble presents its spring
concert. 532 Osuna Rd NE. $0-$10. 4pm. ALL-AGES! 818-8214.
alibi.com/v/6fdb.

SIMMS CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS, Albuquerque
Academy 10th Annual Vocal Artistry Art Song Festival: Das
Lied. Hear the final concert and see the award-winners during
the closing event. 6400 Wyoming Blvd NE. 2-3:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 828-3207. alibi.com/v/6asg. See Event Horizon.

FILM
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Sunday Movie: Instant Family.
Enjoy a free screening of the film, rated PG-13. 8081 Central
Ave NW. 1:30-3:30pm. 768-4320. alibi.com/v/6d9b.

MONDAY APRIL 29

SONG & DANCE
POPEJOY HALL On This Bright Morning: A Symphonic Band Event.
UNM’s Symphonic Band presents Fantasia for Band, Tranquility,
Moorside March, On This Bright Morning and American Hymnsong
Suite in their season finale concert 203 Cornell Dr NE. $5-$10.
7:30-9pm. ALL-AGES! 277-8998. alibi.com/v/6fbg.

LEARN
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Paper Flower Craft. Learn to make
roses, carnations, orchids, marigolds, tulips and more. Take home
a bouquet of handmade flowers just in time for Mother’s Day.
8081 Central Ave NW. 4:30-5:30pm. 768-4320.
alibi.com/v/6d9c.

FILM
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK “Breaking Bad” Retro Watch
Party. Watch two episodes of the greatest show of all time on
Mondays as the series is played from beginning to end. 1800
Fourth Street NW. 7-9pm. 21+. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/6ct4.

TUESDAY APRIL 30

SONG & DANCE
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Music Fit for a King. Hear 100
voices from the UNM University Chorus and First Presbyterian
Choir accompanied by a grand pipe organ and chamber orchestra,
they sing works by composers with a kingly theme. 215 Locust
Street NE. 7-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6cgn.

WEDNESDAY MAY 1
STRANGEFLOCK GALLERY Guerrilla Photo Group. A weekly
creative collaborative for photographers, models, makeup artists,
stylists and designers of all skill levels. 609 Gold Ave SW.
5:30-10:30pm. 18+. alibi.com/v/68i5.

WORDS
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Poetry and Beer. The longest
running open mic and poetry slam in Albuquerque welcomes all
to listen, judge, compete or just read. 1800 Fourth Street NW.
7:30pm. 21+. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/6evg.

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

AUX DOG THEATRE
4th Annual IAMBITHON. Recite or read a sonnet, solil-

oquy or speech from any of Shakespeare’s works at this
celebration of Shakespeare’s birthday month. Period
music on period viols by Mary Bruesch and Sarah

Manthey. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE. 2-5pm. ALL-AGES!
596-0607. alibi.com/v/6fpr
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M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Stanlie Kee • blues •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Harmony Fort • variety • 7pm

SAVOY BAR AND GRILL Todd Tijerina Duo • blues, roots, funk,
rock • 6pm • 21+ • Todd Tijerina and John Harris • blues, roots,
funk, rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Michael Moxey And The Easy
Sinners • country, alternative, rock • 8pm • FREE • 21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Chris Dracup • acoustic, blues, funk,
soul • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

HIGH AND DRY BREWING Big Noise: Comedy Open Mic • 8pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Open Mic • 6pm • 18+

SANTA ANA STAR CENTER, Rio Rancho Jeff Dunham • stand-up
comedy • 7pm • $50 • 18+

STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Stand-Up Comedy
Thursdays • 6pm • $10 • 21+

FRIDAY APRIL 26

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Steve Brown •
variety • 4:30pm • 100 Proof • rap • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Tyler Gilbert • variety •
4:30pm • Mean Street • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Jeffrey Alan Band • country • 6pm • $5 • 21+

JAM SPOT Life In Music Day One • Zecon • DJ Stash • variety • DJ
Code Black • DJ Sabataj • AML Carleone • 8pm • $5 • 18+

LAUNCHPAD The Pink Party • Lightning Cloud • pop, hip-hop •
Derek Miller • 9pm • $15-$20 • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE King Dude • experimental • Kate Clover •
Maggot Hearts • 9pm

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Julian Dossett
Trio • blues, roots, rock, soul, jazz, swing, Western • 8:30pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

POKI POKI CEVICHERIA The Dust City Opera • folk rock orchestra •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Sorceress of Sound and Song
Marie Black • singer-songwriter • 5pm

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Val James Duo • blues, rock,
folk • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL Last Call • swing, jazz, soul, blues,
R&B • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

STONE FACE TAVERN Todd Tijerina Trio • blues, dance, roots, rock •
8:30pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK David Garcia • variety • 5pm •
FREE • 4 Rising Stars • Sage Cornelius • variety • Irv Wauneka • One
Way Sky • Liv the Artist • 7pm • $5 • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Synyster Vail • singer-songwriter •
6pm • FREE • 21+

THURSDAY APRIL 25

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Rob Roman •
variety • 4:30pm • The Chris Ravin Band • classic rock • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Austin Van • country •
6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Dubbest • jazz, reggae, funk • 6pm • FREE

CORRALES BISTRO BREWERY, Corrales Jose Antonio Ponce •
jazz, pop • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Jeffrey Alan Band • country • 6pm • $5 • 21+

EFFEX Alchemy • goth, electro, industrial, ’80s • 10pm • FREE •
21+

INSIDE OUT Stig • psych rock, blues  • Pherkad • funk, garage
rock • 7pm • $5-$7

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Extortionists • Dead Crown • We were giants •
Resurgence • metalcore • Invariance • 7pm • $10 • ALL-AGES!

MUSIC

SISTER

The Crystal Method • electronic • 9pm

FOOD

THURSDAY APRIL 25

PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY Potluck Dinner. Enjoy a community meal
at the art and education center. Don’t forget to bring a contribution.
526 Washington St. FREE. 7-10pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6fa0.

FRIDAY APRIL 26

HARTFORD SQUARE Flamenco and Wine Dinner. Enjoy a four-
course Spanish dinner with four wine pairings from Vara Winery
while taking in a flamenco performance featuring Spanish Broom.
218 Gold Ave SW. $75. 6pm. ALL-AGES! 265-4933.
alibi.com/v/6fd9.

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Friday Farmers Market. Enjoy live
music, a kids’ zone, craft beers, vendors and food. 319 Fifth
Street SW. FREE. 3pm. ALL-AGES! 550-1119. alibi.com/v/6ek7.

SUNDAY APRIL 28

B2B2 BARRIO Trumpets and Tacos. Support the UNM Trumpet
Guild as 25 percent of proceeds will go to this organization.
2201 Louisiana Blvd NE. FREE. Noon-9pm. ALL-AGES! 592-9705.
alibi.com/v/6d8z.

B2B BISTRO, in Nob Hill Mountain Mahogany 8th Grade Trek
Fundraiser. Contribute to this worthy cause as a portion of sales
benefit the fundraiser. 3115 Central Ave SE. Noon-9pm. ALL-AGES!
341-1424. alibi.com/v/6fd6.

WEDNESDAY MAY 1

FRENCHISH Hamburger Humpday. A fun weekly rotating burger
to get over the week’s hump. Some are classic combos, some
are a little more daring and some are downright messy, but all
are delicious. 3509 Central Ave NE. 5-9pm. ALL-AGES! 433-5911.
alibi.com/v/5zxl.



COMEDY

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Tuesday Homie Hangout • Anthony J
Martinez • Greg Ziomek • stand-up comedy • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

WEDNESDAY MAY 1
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Music with Mike •
variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock
’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Hip-Hop Night • 6pm • $10 • 21+

JAM SPOT Secrets • post hardcore • Awaken I Am • 6pm • ALL-AGES!

POKI POKI CEVICHERIA WESTSIDE Brain Gang Trivia • 7pm •
FREE • 15+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Soocee and Turner’s Acoustic Open
Mic • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Brotha Lynch Hung • rap • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Geeks Who Drink • 7pm • FREE •
21+

COMEDY

RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Casual
Wednesdays Open Mic • Royal Wood • Kevin Baca • 7:30pm • FREE •
21+
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COMEDY

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Show •
improv • 9pm • $10 • 13+

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY The Felonious Comedy Show •
Troy • Jack Tapestry • Joshua Fournier • Danger K Varoz • stand-up
comedy • 8:30pm

SATURDAY APRIL 27
B2B2 BARRIO Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz •
6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB, Rio Rancho Tyler Gilbert •
variety • 4:30pm • Resonance • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Dean and Katie •
variety • 3pm • Nostalgia Blue • variety • 4:30pm • Night Moves •
indie pop, rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Jeffrey Alan Band • country • 6pm • $5 • 21+

DUKE CITY EVENT CENTER Bryann Trejo • hip-hop • Berdough •
5pm

ECLIPSE BTV • hardcore • Biziark • Spunky Killa • rap, hip-hop •
Hangman • Dank • Illnickel • Alucard • 6:30pm • $5 • ALL-AGES!

INSIDE OUT The Yawpers • rock • In the Whale • 7pm • Tribal Reggae
Splash 2019 • Don Martin • roots, vinyl • DJ Breakaway • hip-hop •
10pm • $5-$10 • 21+

LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO Sammy Hagar And
The Circle • rock • 8pm

THE RANGE CAFÉ, Bernalillo Saudade • Brazilian jazz, world •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Kari Simmons and The Groove
Line • soul, R&B • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SAVOY BAR AND GRILL The Fabulous Martini Tones • jazz, surf
rock, pop • 6pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Javier Ortega • indie, pop • 5pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Julian Dossett • Western, swing,
blues, jazz, rockabilly • 8pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE The Whiskey Priest • indie, folk •
2pm • Jacob Chavez • singer-songwriter, folk, Americana • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO The Porter Draw • alt.country,
Americana, bluegrass • 8:30pm • 21+

COMEDY

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Show •
improv • 9pm • $10 • 13+

ISLETA RESORT & CASINO Felipe Esparza • stand-up comedy •
8pm • $25

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Tour De Ha • improv comedy • 7pm

SUNDAY APRIL 28
B2B2 BARRIO Uptown Park Jazz • APS Band Showcase • jazz •
2pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Todd Tijerina • blues, roots, funk, rock •
4pm • FREE

INSIDE OUT Barrio Soul Sunday • DJ Marv LaBoe • oldies, funk,
soul, rap, disco • 4pm

LAUNCHPAD Thy Art Is Murder • deathcore • 7:30pm

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Squash Blossom Boys • bluegrass, folk,
Americana • 4pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SIDEWINDERS Red Alert • Luscious JD Banks • Porsha DeMarco •
drag • 7pm • 21+

WINNING COFFEE CO. ABQ Megaband Rehearsal • string acoustic
band • 2pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

TUESDAY APRIL 30
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREW PUB TAPROOM Oscar Butler •
contemporary, folk • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTERO BREWING COMPANY Vinyl Night Out • bring your own
records • 6pm • ALL-AGES!

ECLIPSE AEROSPACE The New Reign Tour • Holehearted • death-
core • Archiactra • I Am Heir • Fighting Monsters • Nocturnal Curse •
7pm • $10 • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Show Me The Body • noise rock, punk • 8pm
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK

Prism Bitch Unplugged • punk • 8pm • FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD
Grupo Fantasma • Latin, funk, cumbia • 9pm
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FOUND OBJECTS
BY CLARKE CONDÉ

Inspiration, Context and Myth
Ryan Singer’s Childhood Mythologies

In your piece (De)Colonized Ewok, you’ve
taken a mythology from Star Wars and
used it to show the impact of colonialism
on an individual from a different, fictional
native culture. 
It’s a parallel with the US and what they did to
Native Americans. It not only happened here,
but it happens all over. It happens in New
Zealand and Australia. The layers of meaning
can fluctuate. There’s the Star Wars level.
There’s the level of the movie. There’s the
level of indigenous stuff and there is the level
of genocide and colonialism. 

With your piece As Adults, We’re Still
Children, you have replaced the
barnyard images on the Fisher Price See
‘n Say with images of mythological
creatures. Why do we talk about these
things?
We still haven’t figured out everything. We
have so much science and technology, but
we still can’t find Bigfoot. We still don’t
know what happens after you die. We don’t
know if there are ghosts or not. We don’t
know if there’s a Loch Ness monster. We
don’t know if people get abducted. There are
so many accounts it’s like “what’s really
happening?” Is the government hiding
everything that we can’t see? It gets really
complicated and there’s so many things we
don’t know. I think that saying these things
don’t exist is stupid. 

The brain needs a way to contextualize
what you’ve seen and heard.
I think it would be pretty boring if everybody
knew everything. 

I don’t think we’ll ever get to that point.
No. I think we’re going the other way.a

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

R
yan Singer’s new collection of paintings,

Childhood Mythologies, now showing at

Form & Concept in Santa Fe has been

called indigenous futurism, but like most

contemporary Native American painting,

labels fail to convey the complexity of the art

or the artist. For one thing, the sci-fi imagery

that Singer blends with Navajo landscapes

comes from the past, not the future.

Specifically, his past growing up on the Navajo

Nation in a Reagan-era brimming with 8-bit

video games, monster movies and plastic toy

versions of the same dinosaurs that once

roamed that same land. 
The future may be as bright as his pallet for

painter Ryan Singer, but the mythologies in
his work can be recognized from a past not so
long ago, from a place not so far away. Star
Wars, with a mythology derived from the
greatest hits of Western fables but a set of
characters, concepts and conflicts that
audiences can identify far beyond the West,
are used to look at both the films and the
Native landscape in a new way. Weekly Alibi
sat down with Ryan Singer to talk about
inspiration, myth and the healing power of art.
The following is an edited version of that
conversation.

Weekly Alibi: Where does inspiration
come from?
Ryan Singer: I don’t know. I just make myself
paint. I enjoy the act of creating something. It
can be really hard to start from nothing
because it seems like it is overwhelming, but I
just get going. I just start. I go into it, play
some music, get motivated and get into it. The
next thing you know, it starts doing it itself. It
starts becoming something. Somewhere past
the middle, it starts becoming what I want it
to be. Sometimes it has its own life like it is
being created in front of my eyes. Sometimes it
feels like I’m there physically, but I’m not
there mentally or spiritually. It feels like I’m
somewhere else.

I’ve heard this story from other artists.
It’s like your body is a vessel and it’s just doing
the physical work. You’re consciously thinking
about it, but it seems like you’re somewhere
else. Like someone else is helping you. I think
it’s like a muse, or somebody else that helps you
out along the way. It is something I’ve been
appreciating and realizing that it is sort of a real
thing. Some people call it ‘The Zone.’ Before I
used to struggle at getting at it. I used to have
to really concentrate. Sometimes it would
happen and sometimes it wouldn’t. But now,
usually before I do a whole day of painting, I’ll
meditate for 10 or 15 minutes, just clear out my
mind and just sit there. Just really quiet and
focus on just breathing. Letting everything go

away and just relax. Then, come back and just
start working. That seems to help me get right
into the zone. I can pop right in there. Once
it’s happening, and I can tell when it’s
happening, I just let it go. I can stay in that
thing all day. Somedays I’ll start in the morning
and I’ll go until 7 or 8 at night. Sometimes it’s
like “where did the time go?”

Are you surprised by what you created the
next day?
I’ll see it happening and sometimes I have to
step away for a while.

Do you think that art can heal in a larger
context beyond the individual?
I think so. If they can take something out of it
that they can connect with. If they can get an
emotion and realize what’s happening. If they
can use that and feel better about themselves.
That is what I’ve always gotten out of art.
Even doing drawings. If I had like a big break
up or a big fight with a girl, I would run to a
coffee shop, get out my sketchbook and start
drawing. I would be so upset or mad, but I
would take out my sketchbook, start drawing
and let it come out through my artwork. The
next thing you know, I’ve got this bad ass
drawing. Then I feel good. It’s not as bad as it
could be. I could just go mope around, and be
all bummed out or cry about it. I always use
the art to escape and cheer myself up.

ARTS | INTERVIEW

State of the Art 
It is very meta to write about a public
discussion of the role that writing about art
has had on the development of art, but here
we are with Contemporary Art Journalism
Then & Now on Thursday, April 25 at 7pm at
516 ARTS (516 Central SW). As part of the
exhibit In Our Own Backyard, 516 ARTS
continues to reflect on the evolution and
dissemination of contemporary art in
Albuquerque from the 1980s to the present.
Lauren Tresp, publisher of The Magazine
Santa Fe, and Bill Peterson, former publisher
of Artspace Magazine, will join moderator
Jordan Eddy, director of Santa Fe’s Form &
Concept in an examination of where art
journalism was, and where it is going. This
all-ages event is free and open to the public.
For more information see 516arts.org.

Poetry that Doesn’t Stink
Cuts are being made at the Burque Revolt
Poetry Slam Battle this Friday, April 26 from
7pm to 9pm at the South Broadway Cultural
Center (1025 Broadway Blvd SE). Hosted by
former Albuquerque Poet Laureate Jessica
Helen Lopez, five poets will emerge out of a
pack of twelve to constitute the Burque
Revolt Slam Team by evening’s end. While
this event is for all-ages and open to the
public, it is not open to rhetoric that is
homophobic, racist, classist or sexist. People
who smell strongly of perfumes, essential
oils, scented detergents or body products
are also discouraged from attending so that
people with chemical sensitivities can have
things a little easier. Clean up your mind,
clean up your body, then get on down to the
Burque Revolt Poetry Slam Battle. Tickets
are $10 (kids 12 and under are free). For
more information see cabq.gov.

Open Space Opening
Teenage photographer Henry Hammel
presents his photography of Albuquerque’s
Open Space lands in a new show titled
Hiding in the Open this Saturday, April 27
from 2pm to 4pm at the City of Albuquerque
Open Space Visitor Center (6500 Coors
Blvd NW). And straight out of Bulldog City,
Hammel will be joined by the Albuquerque
High School Jazz Combo playing on the back
patio. For more information on this free, all-
ages event, see cabq.gov.

Avon Calling
If you know the devil can cite scripture for
his purpose but brevity is the soul of wit,
then you may be ready to get your
bardolatry on at Aux Dog X-Space (3015
Monte Vista Blvd NE) this Sunday, April 28
from 2pm to 5pm. It’s the Shakespeare 505
fourth annual Iambithon and that means it’s
time to step up with your sonnets,
soliloquies and speeches for an afternoon of
speaking Shakespeare, eating birthday cake
and listening to the hits of the English
renaissance played on period viols by Mary
Bruesch and Sarah Manthey. For more
information about this free, all-ages
Shakespearian birthday event, see
auxdogtheatre.org. Call 596-0607 to
schedule a performance slot. a

Childhood Mythologies
Paintings by Ryan Singer

Through May 25

Form & Concept Gallery

435 S. Guadalupe St.

Santa Fe

(De)Colonized Ewok, 30” X 40”, Acrylic on canvas, 2019
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STEP UP

WHAT TO BRING:

STATE ID OR DL     PROOF OS SOCIAL SECURITY     PROOF OF ADDRESS

bplplasma.com

2 Great Locations:
22 Yale Blvd SE.(505-266-5729)

701 2nd St. (505-842-6991)

SIT DOWN GET PAID

EARN ON AVERAGE UP TO

$250
A MONTH*

Call to find out about our NEW vendor specials

Antiques, Collectibles, Furniture
Consignment & Much More

Mon - Sat 10:00am to 6:00pm
Sun 12:00pm to 5:00pm

4616 Central Ave. SE
ABQ, NM 87108

(505) 265-3161
ClassicCenturySquare.com

Classic
Century Square

Classic
Century Square

Classic
Century Square

Thank you for voting 
Us Best Child Care Center!
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ARTS | MAGNIFIED

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

D
arin Jamal Tom is charting his own path in
Gallup, New Mexico. A fashion designer
with roots in his culture, but a commitment

to couture, Tom is out to bring young, chic,
wearable fashion to Albuquerque during this
year’s Gathering of Nations. Weekly Alibi spoke
with Darin Jamal Tom about his background and
his new line debuting this Saturday in
Albuquerque. The following is an edited version
of that conversation.

Weekly Alibi: How did you become a fashion

designer in Gallup, New Mexico?

Darin Jamal Tom: It just came naturally. I didn’t
go to school for it. Patternmaking came naturally
to me and the aesthetics of fabrics. I started
making things for my family and friends, and
people started to notice. A couple years ago I
entered some fashion competitions and I actually
placed. That was the real boost of confidence.

New Mexico has a paltry fashion industry.

Without the commercial drive, do you see

your fashion work driven by something else?

Probably just the cultural necessity. Where I’m
from in Gallup, usually during graduation season,
everybody wants to have something made for
them. So, there is a pretty lucrative market there.
The vibe down here has always been the same
couple notes. I feel that I have a different point of
view to where I can give people something
different, something that’s younger. Something
that caters towards me and my friends. We like to
dress in a different way. It’s great to infuse that
with our culture, but also keep it modern.

Your work has been focused on wearability.

What is your philosophy as you approach

new designs?

I always start with a person because I’m
completely inclusive. I’m also driven by the queer
aspect of it all. The fact that some of these
clothing pieces can alternate gender, but also,
they are geared towards people of different sizes. I
think that is very important. I get inspired by all
of my friends, and all of my friends are very
different from each other. It’s great when my
friends tell me that they can all wear the same
thing and it will fit them or they can style it
differently.

Are you finding your work is heading in a

direction?

Lately, I’ve been asked to collaborate with people
who want to do highly wearable street wear. It’s
something I’m excited for. The climate in fashion
right now is very avant garde almost. Things are
definitely wearable now that weren’t two or three
years ago. People are more experimental. I want
to dive into that market. 

How much is your work informed by the past

of where you are from? 

I’ve always dug into my past and my culture, but
not in such a literal way. I’ve noticed some
designers locally mooch off their culture, put it
on a T-shirt and wear it around. It’s too easy to
do that. I want to make something that is not so
literal, but still has Navajo aspects. 

Do you want to say something about

appropriation?

I’m Navajo and I make clothing, but I don’t want
to pigeonhole my clothing with Native designs
or try to reinvent the wheel because its already
been done. There are a lot of designers I know
that are in that realm where they do make
traditional clothing, skirts and velvet tops, and
they’re very good at it. I feel like that lane is
already taken. I felt it was my duty to do
something completely different. Something that
is not so cookie cutter. I just want it to be young.
To be chic. To be modern, but also something
that is not too much of time and could be
timeless. 

Tell me about your new line. 

Because my show is going to be at this gay club
called Twist in Albuquerque, I decided to infuse
more of a queer narrative. All of my models are
actually my friends and all of them are actually
queer as well. We need this kind of
representation for sure. Definitely something well
made. Something that people want to wear, but
also that you don’t have to be queer to wear.
Something that makes you feel great about your
body. There are a lot of sheer things. 

It’s also about styling as well. I’m making bags.
I’m working on a face mask. It’s like a group of
people going out on the night, but also these
pieces can transition to daywear. I do have some
jackets. I’m trying to stay away from formal
dresses, but I do have one gown that I’m working
on that is supposed to resonate with the missing
and murdered indigenous women of our country.

How do you take on something like that?

How do you bring that into fashion?

It’s going to be more about the presentation. I
still haven’t figured out the logistics, but I do
have an idea in mind. It’s a very big sentiment,
but I just want to be respectful. It is out there, it
is everywhere. I want people to know that we are
in mourning of these woman, especially the
transgendered women. It hits home more in that
way for sure. a

Gathering a New,
Queer Narrative

New fashion from Darin Jamal Tom debuts

Jamal Tom Designs 
Fashion Show

At the Gathering of Queer Nations After Party
Saturday, April 27, 10pm-1am

Twist Nightclub
109 Fourth Street NW



APRIL 25-MAY 1, 2019 WEEKLY ALIBI [21]



[22]     WEEKLY ALIBI APRIL 25-MAY 1, 2019

FOOD | RESTAURANT REVIEW

BY DAN PENNINGTON

I
’ve talked a bit about family heritage in my

short time with Weekly Alibi, so I won’t dig

too much more into it, but I did grow up

with a dad who loved to make biscuits for

breakfast. These weren’t Pillsbury biscuits

that came out of a can and fluffed up to a

crispy exterior and fluffy and flaky interior,

but were more the dense, solid kind. These

had layers but weren’t like most biscuits you

find other places around town and were

infinitely better for it. There was nary a single

sleepover my friends and I hosted that didn’t

have a morning start with an enormous tray

of freshly baked biscuits and gravy with a side

of fried apples to accompany. My love for

biscuits is intrinsically tied to fond childhood

memories of the amazing dedication my dad

had to making the best breakfasts possible.

When I noticed Stripes Biscuit Co. had yet to

be reviewed by us, I decided to give them a

shot, even though they were competing

(rather unfairly) against a giant in my mind.
My goal when dining out is to avoid

massive waves of people so I have more time
to interact with staff and help ensure there’s
less chance for order mishaps, giving them a
fair chance to give off the best offering
possible. I also don’t tell them ahead of time,
so I get the same service as everyone else and
avoid special treatment. That being said, I
figured a breakfast and lunch place that closes
at 2pm would be fairly slow by 1pm; yet when
I walked in the door, it was absolutely packed.
I was able to snag a table and get seated
almost immediately and had an incredibly
friendly server come by. After ordering what
was probably a shocking amount of food for
someone my size, I got the chance to look
around and get a feel for the place.

What stands out the most here are the
walls, with pictures of veterans lining the
restaurant. The faces of hundreds of veterans
from all eras of military history lookdown at
you, and it underlines a certain business
philosophy. See, owner Gary Hines is a firm
supporter of our veterans, donating time and
money to the local VA Hospital located
practically next-door, with 15 percent of
Stripes proceeds going to the VA. It’s rare to
see a restaurant with such a clearly defined
mission and it’s refreshing to see someone
giving back to the community in a direct way.

Then came the food, and hoo boy, I over-
ordered by a slight margin. Grabbing the
chicken and waffles (crafted with freshly
made biscuit dough from earlier in the day),
their Charlie (French toast made with biscuit
dough) and the 12-hour Pulled Pork BBQ

fork and knife, which felt a little like heresy,
but did the job well.

Finally, I hit the Charlie, their biscuit
French toast creation. It came with those
crunchy papitas, honey butter, maple syrup
and a very large sausage patty. I’ll say this
about the sausage, and it’s not to be a
negative; though it was homemade and well
seasoned, I felt it was overcooked. I openly
acknowledge that there are a number of
factors why it was cooked to the well done
standard, including health and safety issues,
so if you’re like me and prefer a less well-
cooked style, be sure to mention that when
ordering. It tasted fantastic, and you could
tell it was seasoned right before it was made,
since the flavor was still in place when I bit
into it. The French toast aspect left me torn,
not because it tasted bad, but it was just so
unexpected. Perhaps I’ve been spoiled by
light, fluffy brioche French toast, but with
biscuit dough this was much heavier and
thicker than you’d expect. Again, it wasn’t
bad, but it’s certainly a big departure from
what I usually expect in a French toast.

This brings me to the main point: Stripes
Biscuit Co. does traditional comfort food
with a significant departure from the norm.
By making fresh biscuit dough and finding
new ways to integrate it into traditional
dishes, they’re carving out their own distinct
identity in the local foodscape. The goal of
any restaurant is to find their niche and do it
well, and Stripes Biscuit Co. has biscuits
down to a science. It’s not about doing what
everyone else is, but rather making something
interesting out of something ordinary.
Honestly, it’s a solid formula and well worth
checking out. a

These Biscuits Aren’t Limp
Keep rollin’, rollin’, rollin’ dough

biscuit sandwich. All this was individually
priced at well below the cost I would expect
for portions this size (the chicken and waffles
was the most expensive item at $11.99), and I
realized I had written a food check my
stomach was not going to be able to cash.

I started with the chicken and waffles,
because it’s earnestly one of my favorite meals
in the world. The biscuit dough waffle was
covered with well sized, juicy and flavorful
chicken strips that had just enough crunch to
give a satisfying sound when biting into
them. The waffle is a lot thicker than you’d
expect, but it’s not bad by any stretch of the
imagination. You can taste the fact that this
is fresh dough, since it’s still got a really great
consistency and taste, and when drenched in
homemade honey butter with maple syrup on
top, it was solid comfort food.

To avoid overdoing breakfast (too
quickly), I took on the pulled pork sandwich
next. This was an unbelievably tall stack.
The biscuit was stuffed to bursting of pork,
coleslaw, fried onions and served with a hefty
side of papitas. Everything in it tasted
fantastic, but if I had one complaint, it’s that
you may have a hard time figuring out how to
tackle eating this. My best shot was with a

Get Those Herbs, Son! 
Herbfest 2019 is happening May 11 and 12 at the
Rio Grande Nature Center State Park (2901
Candelaria Rd NW) from 10am to 4pm. The
festival combines nature and music once again
this year; an exciting variety of musical groups
will perform both days. You’ll also be able to buy
a bunch of herbs, wildflowers, native plants and
arts and crafts. Be sure to check out the
educational speakers, plus guided bird and
bosque walks. You’ll be able to buy a $3 vehicle
day permit for parking. For more information
about the event, search “Herbfest” on
festivalnet.com. 

Shopping for Options
Everyone’s favorite location to visit, the Rail
Yards Market aka Albuquerque’s iconic farmers’
market is slated to reopen on Sunday, May 5.
Opening at 10am, the theme this year is
traditions. This will be the sixth year of the Rail
Yards Market, with the announcement of over
100 vendors of fresh produce, fine food, healing
hands and handmade art. “Spring couldn’t be
here fast enough, as farms, foodies, artisans, and
organizers chug along to prepare the finest
Growers’ Market experience for locals and
tourists alike,” says the page’s event listing,
which sounds par for the course. For more
information, be sure to check out the Rail Yards
Market ABQ Facebook page. 

How Do We Say “Yes” in French?
Zinc Wine Bar & Bistro (3009 Central Ave NE) is
holding their Parlez-Vous Francais? dinner on
Saturday, April 27. Featuring a six-course tasting
menu of French cuisine paired with French wines,
you’ll have the option to engage with traditional
French bistro dishes, as well as innovative plays
on said traditional dishes. Ticket costs per person
for just food are $48, or $69 (nice!) per person
for included wine pairings. For more information
about reservations, call them at 254-9462 or
visit their website zincabq.com to look at the
menu for the evening. 

D & D & D

That of course stands for Dungeons and Dragons
and Drinking, which is what is happening at both
Red Door Brewing locations (400 Gold Ave SW
and 1001 Candelaria Rd NE), on Sundays from
4pm to 9pm. Whether it’s your first time playing,
or you’re an experienced adventurer looking for
somewhere to try out your halfling bard who is
also mute (thanks for making it weird, nerd!),
you’ll find a space at the table just right for you.
So check out the Facebook event “Red Door
Presents: D&D” to get more information on how
to join up!  a

Stripes Biscuit Co.
5701 Gibson Blvd SE

859-4298
stripesbiscuitcoalbuquerque.com

Hours: Seven days a week, 7am-2pm
Vibe: Comfort food with friendly staff

Alibi Reccomends: Chicken and waffles, The Charlie 

WEEKLY SPECIALS
BY DAN PENNINGTON

The Charlie is killer. Seriously, french toast and biscuit dough are a strange and wonderful combo. 
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Assistance League wants to thank The Alibi readers for 
continuing to support our mission.

Alibi readers fo
ission.
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FOOD | KNOW YOUR INGREDIENTS

BY DAN PENNINGTON

L
et’s face it: no one enjoys office coffee. It’s
the darkest of sludge and dredge that we
shuffle our way to every morning in order to

keep our poor souls motivated in our slog to
5pm. Of course you could buy your own, but
knowing budgets, it’s just not a reality. One
single cup for a whole day at over $4? I’m a
millennial, and I can tell you that just isn’t
gonna fly. Fret not, a solution is here, with the
help of local coffee professional Amanda Turpin,
whom you can find headquartered at Spur Line
Supply Company’s new espresso bar (soon to be
announced officially) and daylighting at Rust Is
Gold Coffee. Through her extensive knowledge
of the brewing process, we’ve found a way to
turn your office cup of coffee into something
worth drinking. 

“I love the phrase ‘A good measure of
intelligence is your capacity to change,” Turpin
tells me. This of course is in reference to people
who have been brewing the same coffee the
same way for years but complain about the
quality. By the end of this article, we aim to give
you the capacity to change your bad habits and
brew magic.

•Change Your Water – Turpin’s first piece of
advice is changing the water. While (usually)
good for drinking, city water is full of all sorts of
things that just don’t work well with the
brewing process. Most baristas tend to use
filtered water, avoiding distilled or reverse
osmosis water. “When it comes to distilled or
reverse osmosis, so many vital things have been
removed from the water, the coffee will taste
flat, and it’ll have the wind taken out of its sails.
Those coffee molecules need something to latch
onto!” Any normal filtration system should be a
significant upgrade.

•Cleanliness – When was the last you
cleaned your coffee maker? Not just a wipe
down, but a real deep interior cleaning? We
wash our pots and cookware after every use, but
we leave our coffee makers to the dogs when it
comes to proper upkeep. Turpin says, “If it’s a
communal office coffee brewer, chances are that
poor little device needs some TLC! Deep clean
the pot itself, but also think of the things that
don’t normally get attention. Brew a few rounds
of diluted vinegar water through the machine to
break up any deposits. Wash the brew basket.
Speak words of kindness to it.” 

•Grinding – Okay, get your mind out of the
gutter. While convenient, pre-ground coffee
doesn’t fit the mold for quality. “Air is the
enemy of coffee. When it’s pre-ground, there’s
more exposure to air, and pushes it to tasting
stale and drying out. Don’t put it in the freezer
but, if you’re looking to save some for later,
sealing it will keep it fresher,” remarks Turpin.
Not to mention that pre-ground is a one-size-
fits-all method, whereas each brewer has
different needs. Even the filter will work for or
against you, with a cone-shaped filter letting
gravity do the work for you. As for cleaning your
grinder, Turpin recommends plain rice, as it’s

nontoxic and will remove any oily buildup.
Turpin also recommends the free app Single
Origin, which is a nifty guide tool for all coffee
brewing needs.

•Extraction – The big daddy of brewing,
extraction, might be one of the most
quintessential pieces. Turpin quips about
extraction, mentioning, “I use the example of
getting to know someone. If something is under-
extracted, maybe you made somewhat
meaningful contact, but you don’t know their
name. If coarse, water passed through too
quickly, but we didn’t get the chance to pull the
important bits out. A well extracted coffee is
like a deep understanding of a person, the grind
size is perfect for the brew method and you’re
getting a really good understanding of what this
coffee is about. With over-extraction, the water
stayed with the coffee too long, maybe the grind
was too fine, and you’re getting all the worst
parts of the coffee.” 

The most interesting part is brewing
temperatures. At 145 degrees, the organic acids
dissolve, while at 175, you start to dissolve the
organic salts. The magic number is 195, which is
where the sugars dissolve and you get those
delicious and rich coffee flavors coming through.
But beware, once you hit 200 to 205 degrees, the
cellulose walls and tannins start breaking down,
making it bitter. Most home coffee makers,
especially Keurig machines, can’t hit 195, so if
possible, adjust the machine’s temperature
through settings to make a large difference in
quality. 

And there you go! With a little bit of effort,
you can make your office coffee extravagant and
wonderful and be declared the hero of the
workplace. Worst case scenario, you can always
visit Amanda or your favorite local shop, and let
the experts take care of you. Don’t worry, we
won’t judge.  a

Make Office Coffee
Taste Great Again

Up your game and brew less crappy coffee

Dan Dan has had enough of these low-grade
office coffees. Time to take matters into his
own hands. 
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FEATURE |

Best of the Best 
(of Burque)

I
t’s that time of year, folks. Once again we turned to our well-

traveled, well-informed, well-bred readers and asked them to

inform us, for a change, about their favorite places and people in

Albuquerque. They responded in droves. In the first round of Best of

Burque, readers offered up their nominations in a whole host of

“locals only” categories. We took the top five most popular reader

suggestions in each category and then asked everyone to pick their

faves. Here, then, are the winners in everything from Best Local Poet

to Best Dive Bar. 

Congratulations to all our winners! And for those hungry
for more food-based categories, not to worry: Our Best of
Burque Restaurant Poll rolls around in October. a

Life in
Burque

BEST CITY POLITICIAN TO GET A
PAT ON THE BACK

Tim Keller

Tim Keller won the hearts and minds of this

fair city when he walloped Dan Lewis back in

November 2017’s mayoral run-off election.

Since then, the metal mayor has made his

mark by enlisting the community and pouring

his vision out in way that shows progress can

be made and sustained in Burque. Though he

continues to face challenges like ART and this

town’s propensity for gun violence, Keller’s got

what it takes to move this burg squarely into

the 21st century. That plus the fact that

hizzoner listens to Slayer is a fine reason to get

a pat on the back. (August March)

2) Gus Pedrotty

3) Isaac Benton 

BEST CITY POLITICIAN TO GET A
PUNCH IN THE NOSE

Richard Berry

There’s no argument here, although as readers
well know, Weekly Alibi is a left-leaning,
progressive organization committed to non-
violence and democratic ideals. Even then, we
assume the former mayor at least feels like a
pariah. ART was his doing after all. For a man
who wanted to leave a legacy at least as large
as a Chavez or Kinney might have, the
awareness that he might be reduced to the
level of Saavedra—or even, worst-case
scenario, a Ken Schultz-type—must haunt
Berry every dang night of his post-mayoral life.
(August March)

2) Pat Davis

BEST CITYWIDE/
STATEWIDE SCANDAL

ART

ART, the Albuquerque Rapid Transit project,
remains the Number One scandal here and in
the state. That may be because its ruins are so
present—and weirdly skeletal, one might
add—up and down a Central Avenue corridor
that may never see the essence of its new
urbanist vision fulfilled. Waiting another year
on clean diesel replacement buses and and
wishing for a comfy ride up and down the
main drag of town may yet happen, we’re told.
But at least in the meantime, for now, there
are plenty of open places to turn left up and
down Central. (August March)

2) Gov. Martinez bodyguard affair

3) Gold King Mine Spill 

BEST USE OF CITY MONEY

Helping the Homeless

Clearly Alibi readers realize that one of the
biggest issues troubling Albuquerque right now
is our city’s vast homeless population. But
thanks to the efforts of a progressively minded
city council and mayor, the city is now
spending money to reestablish, grow and
sustain essential programs designed to dig into
the problem at the root level. These
expenditures include funding for behavioral
health programs, emergency shelters and

outreach programs that feed and clothe at risk
citizens. This humanitarian use of money
shows our city is making progress and more
humans are finding solutions here in the city.
(August March)

2) Education

3) Solar panels 

BEST LOCAL ATHLETE

Holly Holm

She’s a mixed martial artist who took the
world by storm with her fiesty attitude and
hard-hitting technique. Holm started her
career as a boxer, moved on to kickboxing
and—after defending her various titles 18
times—sought to conquer the brutal world of
MMA. Consistently ranked in the top five in
the UFC Women’s Division, this native
Burqueña has the status of a hometown hero
and now adds this reader’s award to her trophy
case. Holm will face Amanda Nunes for the
UFC Women’s Bantamweight belt on July 6,
2019. Rock on, Holly! (August March)

2) Alex Bregman

3) Sara Yingling

BEST TV NEWS ANCHOR

Shelly Ribando

With fake news circling the internet and
easy access to 24-hour news cycles, it can be
hard to navigate the world without getting
overwhelmed. According to our readers,
Shelly Ribando of KOAT Action 7 News is
Albuquerque’s most trusted news anchor.
Every weeknight at 5, 6 and 10pm, Ribando
(along with co-anchor Doug Fernandez)
reports on our state’s breaking news with
fairness, integrity and passion. Just as we’ve
welcomed her into our homes every night,
Ribando has shared personal details of her
life with us along the way, like her wedding
or the birth of her daughter. (Taylor

Grabowsky)

2) Marisa Maez
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FEATURE | BEST OF BURQUE 

Life in
Burque

BEST TV WEATHERPERSON

Mark Ronchetti

Albuquerque weather is a fickle mistress; we
can go through four seasons in one day.
KRQE Chief Meteorologist Mark Ronchetti
knows this, and Burqueños turn to him for
trusted weather news. Since 2006 Ronchetti
has been reporting on the weather in the 505
and across the state, from breaking winter
storms and summer heat waves to everything
in between. This past fall, Ronchetti showed
a new side of himself on “Mark vs. The
Mountain” where he and his family built the
highest house in New Mexico, at the summit
of Angel Fire Resort’s ski mountain.
Winning over the hearts of Albuquerque
with that dreamy smile and general
excitement over the very possibility of snow,
it’s obvious why Mark Ronchetti took the
top spot this year. (Taylor Grabowsky)

2) Steve Stucker

3) Kristen Currie 

BEST DRAG QUEEN

Bunny Benton Cruise

This powerful and artistic queen has been
serving face to the 505 for over two decades
and this year’s win proves she’s not going
anywhere. Beloved by the community as
New Mexico’s Queen Mother and a triple
monarch of the United Court of the Sandias,
she’s known for big hair, bigger charity work
and as an overall driver of the drag scene and
supporter of entertainers in our city. You
know what they say, “the higher the hair, the
closer to the Best of Burque.” (Ashli Kesali)
2) Jacquesan Taylor-Stratton

3) Miss Vanjie 

BEST DRAG KING

Rusty Nutz

A member of the Albuquerque Kings as well
as the DC Kings, two drag troupes that have
shaped their performance person, Rusty has
been stippling on the stubble for their fair
share of drag shows as a male impersonator.
Rusty is active in fundraising and awareness
for the LGBTQ community as well as a roller
derby babe. Though Albuquerque has a low
population of drag kings compared to other
scenes, they are no less mighty. Rusty isn’t so
rusty when it comes to getting that crowd to
cheer. (Ashli Kesali)
2) Richard Rico Coxx

3) Mic Hunt 

BEST RADIO STATION

KUNM 89.9

The radio operations at Ortega Hall on the

campus of the University of New Mexico

deserve your attention. After all, our

readers are certain that the sounds

emanating from the former dormitory

building on the Northeast corner of main

campus have some very important

meanings to deduce. You can do just that

by listening to a station that often features

the best our local music community has on

offer. From jazz to rock and hip-hop, too,

and with programming like Coffee Express,

Ear to the Ground and Espejos de Aztlan,

you can always hear the best in local music

simply by tuning in to this engaging college

radio station. (August March)

2) 100.3 The Peak

3) KZRR 94.1 Rock 

BEST LOCAL NONPROFIT

Animal Humane New Mexico

Our readers know that the only way to have

a heckin’ good time is to give love to our

favorite charitable organization. We’re

giving five paws up for this year’s Best Local

Nonprofit, Animal Humane of New

Mexico. Not only do they help us lame

humans find our amazing fur kids, they offer

classes and workshops on how to care for

our pets and provide clinics to spay and

neuter our beloved best friends. Don’t know

how to care for your favorite buddy?—No

worries! They’ve got you covered with all

of their workshops and extremely helpful

staff. If you’re gonna give money to any

nonprofit this year, this is the one!

(Courtney Foster)

2) A Light in the Night Community

Outreach

3) Outpost Performance Space

BEST ANNUAL 
CHARITY FUNDRAISER

River of Lights

Do you remember the first time you went to

the River of Lights? It’s magical and

unfathomable, especially as a kid. This year,

our readers decided to honor River of

Lights as our Best Annual Charity

Fundraiser. All proceeds go to help the

ABQ BioPark and it’s a yearly wondrous

treat for children and adults alike in the

chilly month of December. (Courtney

Foster)

2) Doggie Dash & Dawdle

3) Souper Bowl (Courtney Foster)
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BEST PLACE TO TAKE 
A FIRST DATE

Sandia Crest

The date begins with the longest aerial tram

in the world. Over two-and-a-half miles and

taking about 15 minutes to ascend to 10,378

feet, the ride to this year’s Best Place to

Take a First Date winner is already one of

the most popular attractions in

Albuquerque—Sandia Crest. Once arrived

to the heights of Sandia Peak on a clear day,

you can see nearly 11,000 square miles and

have an unmatched view of the city lights

at night. Whether you take the tram or

drive the winding roads up, the fancy

restaurants that await you at the top make it

an enchanting date spot, regardless.

(Courtney Foster)

2) Differential Brewing Co.

3) ABQ BBQ 

BEST PLACE TO GET MARRIED

Los Poblanos Historic Inn and
Organic Farm

Our readers know that getting married

should be the most romantic and magical

day of your life. And their voices were heard

and validated when they voted for Los

Poblanos Historic Inn as the primo place to

have your special day. Not only is the

surrounding scenery breathtaking, the La

Quinta Grand Ballroom is something

straight out of a dream. Once the ceremony

is over, you still have the amazing reception

halls and beautiful rooms to wine and dine

your guests. (Courtney Foster)

2) The Bosque

3) Nature Pointe Weddings and
Events 

BEST REASON 
TO LIVE IN ALBUQUERQUE

The Weather

Wait five minutes, and it’ll change—right?

Despite the flip-flopping that our spring and

fall gives us, the weather is definitely the

reason that most Burquenos stay in our

beautiful city. It’s no surprise that this is

what Alibi readers found to be the Best

Reason to Live in Albuquerque. Shorts,

tank tops, bikinis, all the way to cozy

hoodies and green chili stew—and let’s not

forget our super-rad monsoon season where

we get to sit on our porches and watch the

sky fall on us. Albuquerque loves our weird

desert climate and all the beautiful things

that come with it. (Courtney Foster)

2) Food / Green Chile

3) Arts & Culture 

BEST PLACE TO TAKE 
OUT OF TOWN VISITORS

Albuquerque International
Balloon Fiesta

If you’ve never been to the Albuquerque

International Balloon Fiesta, how can you

consider yourself a Burqueno?! This has

been a staple in all of our lives. And it’s the

best part of fall for all of us. It’s also the

easiest and best excuse to get your out-of-

town relatives or friends to come visit. Not

only is it a joy to see the balloons flying

high on your early morning work commute,

it’s also fascinating to see them up close in

person. So call your distant aunt or

estranged college friend and get them down

here for an amazing experience. (Courtney

Foster)

2) Old Town

3) Sandia Crest / Tramway

BEST PLACE TO HIKE

Jemez Springs

This year, our readers showed their values

and voted Jemez Springs as the Best Place to

Hike. We love this because, not only are

the hiking trails remote and gorgeous, it can

end with a perfect treat—the hot springs! If

you’ve never taken this trip, you’re sorely

missing out. Trails fluctuate between

beginner and intermediate, and the view is

absolutely incredible. Once you’re done

getting your hike on, you can find some of

Burque’s most coveted hidden gems and dip

yourselves in some of our natural hot spring

pools. (Courtney Foster)

2) Sandia Foothills

3) Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks
National Monument 

BEST BIKE TRAIL

Bosque Trail

It’s clear that we’re a biking city. If you

haven’t figured it out by our newly redone

roads with giant bike lanes, it should be

obvious by our wonderful Bosque Trail. Live

in the city and want a bit of nature? Tired of

biking on the roads and want something

beautiful and relaxing? Our readers have got

the perfect place for you! Bosque Trail is

definitely the nicest, prettiest and easiest

place to go biking. With its big trees and

close by the river, it feels like you’re in your

own magical world. This trail spans a good

16 miles so you can ride your heart out!

(Courtney Foster)

2) Elena Gallegos Open Space

3) Foothills Trail 
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Life in
Burque

BEST PLACE TO PEOPLE WATCH

Nob Hill

Nob Hill is the perfect mingling between
Downtown and the Heights. You’ve got your
college kids, your Downtown homies and
Uptown people coming to shop, eat or get their
cocktail on. It’s for this reason that Nob Hill is
undoubtedly our Best Place to People Watch. If
you can find a bench or a sweet outdoor brewery
patio to post up on, you’ll be sure to get a perfect
screenshot of all that Albuquerque is: the
weirdoes, the pretty people and everyone in
between! (Courtney Foster)
2) Old Town

3) Downtown 

BEST OUTDOOR SPACE

The Bosque

With 16 miles of paved trails, you can hike, bike,
jog or skate your way through this gorgeous
cottonwood forest. Pass through the Rio Grande
State Park and enjoy some public art along the
way. With 270 acres of indigenous plants, trees,
flowers and birds, you will soon find yourself in
your own natural habitat. You can access the trail
map and other useful information at cabq.gov, and
there’s also a guided hike the first Sunday of every
month. (Constance Moss)
2) ABQ BioPark - Botanic Garden 

3) ABQ BioPark - Zoo 

BEST GOLF COURSE

Arroyo Del Oso Golf Course

Nestled in Northeast Albuquerque’s Bear Canyon
Arroyo, this city-owned golf course boasts 27
holes, reasonable greens fees and plenty of
interesting topography. With its rolling fairways,
sand traps and three water-hole obstacles, Arroyo
del Oso’s primary course is Par 72 for men and Par
73 for women. There’s even an Arroyo del Osos
Golf Association that holds monthly golf
tournaments for players of all abilities. And to top
it all off, Golf Digest Magazine rated it one of the
top 50 Municipal Golf Courses in the nation
(back in 1981—but still). (Devin D. O’Leary)
2) Isleta Eagle Golf Course

3) University South 

BEST BOWLING ALLEY

Silva Lanes

The Silva family has been running Silva Lanes for
close to 25 years. The alley offers leagues for
bowlers of all ages. Punky’s Place, the bar inside,
features UFC Nights on Saturdays, and drink
specials, pool, darts and karaoke every single night
of the week. The Silva Lanes website even has the
songbook so you can decide what to belt out
before you arrive. The snack bar offers tasty treats
and Diana Silva and daughter Barbie will help you
plan a fun birthday party. Bring your league, date,
friends or just yourself for some good, clean fun.
Let’s bowl! (Constance Moss)
2) Skidmore’s Holiday Bowl

3) Isleta Fun Connection

BEST MOVIE THEATER

Flix Brewhouse Albuquerque

Back in the old days, you’d have to choose
between dinner and a movie. Not anymore. At
Flix Brewhouse you can have your cake and eat
it, too. That’s right, Flix Brewhouse is the only
movie theater in town where you can order a
full meal (and beer) and they deliver it to you
during your movie, taking date night or any
weeknight to a whole other level. No wonder
they took home the top spot another year in a
row. On top of the blockbusters and new releases
every week, check out some of Flix’s special
events, from alternative to family to special
brewery-themed showings, there’s something for
everybody. (Taylor Grabowsky)
2) Guild Cinema

3) Century Rio 24 Plex & XD 

BEST MUSEUM

New Mexico Museum of Natural
History and Science

What makes the New Mexico Museum of
Natural History the best museum? The
dinosaurs! Well, not just the dinosaurs, but the
hard work the museum staff, docents and
volunteers do to find those dinosaurs, get them
out of the ground and then explain the entire
process to the public, while putting those same
dinosaurs in the context of where and when we
live. That’s what makes the New Mexico
Museum of Natural History the best museum.
(Clarke Condé)
2) Albuquerque Museum

3) Explora a

BEST MUSEUM TO TAKE KIDS

Explora

Explora is a hands-on museum that harnesses
energy and curiosity to develop a deeper
understanding of a world that little hands are
trying to grasp. Ask a kid what makes Explora
such a great museum, and they will tell you
that it is actually fun. Interactive exhibits,
visiting scientists and sometimes even a
theremin (bring back the theremin!) make
Explora a great place to spend the day with the
kids. (Clarke Condé)
2) New Mexico Museum of Natural

History and Science

3) Albuquerque Museum (Clarke
Condé)

BEST TOY STORE

Out of the Blue

A staple on Rio Grande, Out of the Blue has
been offering up the finest in toys to
Albuquerque tots for three decades. Classic
wooden toys, cute baby toys, activity books,
games and, most importantly, that present you
need to stop and pick up en route to your kid’s
friend’s birthday party. But wait, there is
more— they gift wrap! Now that’s going to
make things significantly easier. (Clarke
Condé)
2) Astro-Zombies

3) Bricks & Minifigs 

BEST CHARTER SCHOOL

Public Academy 
for Performing Arts

Public Academy for Performing Arts (PAPA)
is a public charter school that focuses on, what
else, performing arts. Students in grades 6
through 12 go through rigorous college
preparatory courses laying the groundwork for
a career in the arts. It’s like Fame but without
the terrible ’80s fashion. A smaller school with
380 students, PAPA is able to focus more on
each child’s individual growth, which probably
contributes to their over 90 percent graduation
rate. PAPA offers classes in music, theatre, film
and dance, and also partners with local
organizations such as Blackout Theatre

Company and Future Voices of New Mexico to
give each child the opportunity to grow their
talent beyond the classroom. (Taylor
Grabowsky)
2) Cottonwood Classical 

Preparatory School

3) North Valley Academy

BEST PRIVATE SCHOOL

Albuquerque Academy

Founded in 1955, Albuquerque Academy
began with a small group of 12 boys in grades 7
through 9, but now teaches over 1,000 of our
city’s kids. The student to faculty ratio is 9:1,
ensuring that every child has their needs
listened to and met. The Academy also boasts
a 312-acre campus serving a diverse student
body with kids from all over the city and
different backgrounds. With state of the art
sports facilities, dozens of arts course offerings,
international exchange programs, a giant
library, two large gardens plus so much more,
it’s safe to say that at Albuquerque Academy,
the kids are all right. (Taylor Grabowsky)
2) Manzano Day School

3) Salam Academy 

BEST DAYCARE

Elevation Children’s Center

Inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach to
early childhood education, Elizabeth Dolph
and Jessica Claypool created Elevation
Children’s Center in Nob Hill in 2014.
Focusing on learning through play and
immersing kiddos in nature, Elevation stands
out among the crowd of Albuquerque
daycares. With programs like Adventure
Kindergarten and Bosque Backpackers,
children are exposed to and encouraged to
learn about, take in and explore the outdoors
in a thoughtful, unique way. Elevation has five
classrooms (Investigators, Explorers,
Discoverers, Wonderers and a new Viajeros
room) and teaches kids ages 1 to 5. (Taylor
Grabowsky)
2) ABQ Children’s Academy

3) Children’s Choice  a

Kids
BEST PLACE TO TAKE KIDS

Explora

T
here are things that go zap, boom and
other noises that kids love at Explora. Plus,
there are benches throughout the museum

where weary parents, guardians and other
caretakers can sit down and watch their kids
go hog wild trying to figure out how to make
all the cool stuff at Explora make those sounds.
True, you could just let your little ones figure
out how to make stuff that makes noise at
Walgreens, but odds are you’ll end up talking
to the manager about it. Plus, Explora has
benches. (Clarke Condé)
2) ABQ BioPark

3) A Park Above 
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Pets
BEST PLACE TO 
BOARD YOUR PET

Canine Country Club & Feline Inn

There’s a place in Albuquerque called Canine
Country Club & Feline Inn. It’s designed to
make sure that your trip away from home is
untroubled by the ongoing and glorious lives
of your pets, who can spend your away time in
a relatively luxurious and nurturing setting,
safe and happy, well fed and exercised even as
you conquer the world, city by city and client
by client. The top-notch care includes onsite
veterinarians, specialized playtime, plenty of
walkies and food that’s good enough for Fido’s
human half. Cats dig the place too; some say
it’s the aroma of catnip and reggae music in
the air at this funky resort. (August March)
2) Camp Bow Wow Albuquerque

3) Bolton Animal Hospital

BEST VINTAGE 
CLOTHING STORE

Off Broadway Vintage 
Clothing and Costumes

Off Broadway is not just a quirky costume shop.
Yes, it has everything you need to put together
a smashing look for that masquerade ball, but
that’s just the tip of the iceberg. You will also
find high quality, fairly priced vintage garments
and accessories representing the history of
fashion as we know it. For over three decades,
this dynamic shop has kept Albuquerque in the
style with the help of owner Susan Ricker.
From tiaras and prosthetics to flapper dresses,
Off Broadway has got it all! (Constance Moss)
2) Assistance League Albuquerque

3) Uneek Findings & Motique 

BEST JEWELRY STORE

Ooh! Aah! Jewelry

This local shop is a gem, but the jewelry isn’t
only about diamonds. No stranger to Best of
Burque, this exceptional and eclectic store
offers local and handcrafted pieces sure to make
you feel like a New Mexican Kardashian. With
over 25 years in business and a number of
awards to their credit, Ooh! Aah! knows what
Albuquerque likes and is a staple of Nob Hill.
Drop by and, of course, ooh and aah over their
stunning adornments. (Ashli Kesali)
2) Lilly Barrack Jewelry & Gifts

3) Two Stoned Betties 

BEST ANTIQUE STORE

Antiques & Things

A local treasure that happens to be full of
treasures, Antiques & Things has been part of
the neighborhood business scene in east Nob
Hill for so long that we can remember going
back and forth between that place and Antique
Specialty Mall when Andy the artist was
selling vintage furniture at the one and the
punk rock chick with the Giraf Beer T-shirt
was working the other. In any case, you can
find everything you want at this joint, from
vintage studio headphones to WWII militaria,
tools, appliances, art and more. But make sure
you’ve put aside at least an hour to take it all
in. (August March)
2) Antique Specialty Mall

3) Uneek Findings & Motique

BEST THRIFT STORE

Thrift Town

If, like Macklemore, you’ve only got 20 dollars
in your pocket, head over to Thrift Town—this
year’s winner in our annual readers’ poll. Not
only can you find amazing secondhand
clothing, housewares and books at ridiculously
affordable prices, but Thrift Town has a sale
every day. (Those brightly colored tags mean
something.) Do your part to reduce waste and
cut down on fast fashion (which contributes to
water pollution and uses toxic chemicals, but
we digress) and become that age old adage by
finding a treasure or several in someone else’s
junk. (Taylor Grabowsky)
2) Thrift-A-Lot

3) Animal Humane Thrift Shop 

BEST PET RESCUE GROUP

Animal Humane New Mexico

With so much trouble in the world, we can
only hope that the wonderful animals we share
this Earth with are taken care of and
welcomed into sometimes difficult human-
centered world. With Animal Humane of New
Mexico at the helm of such efforts, citizens
can rest easy knowing that the homeless pet
and shelter animals in this town have some
resources. This essential organization provides
shelter, education, veterinary services and a
host of other pet-related perks to citizens
throughout the metropolitan area. (August
March)
2) Watermelon Mountain Ranch

3) Bridges to Home 

BEST NONPROFIT FOR ANIMALS

Animal Humane New Mexico

Besides being the winner of the Best Rescue
Group category, Animal Humane of New
Mexico is also the award winner in the wider
Best Nonprofit for Animals category, meaning
that this wonderful organization completes its
essential societal tasks without becoming
burdened by profit. The money that this group
makes goes right back into a system that is
designed to save lives and to make lives more
livable here in the bright sunshine of the
Chihuahuan Desert. (August March)
2) Watermelon Mountain Ranch

3) FAT Katz

BEST VETERINARY CLINIC

TLC Pet Hospital

TLC Pet Hospital in Uptown has been voted
Number One by Alibi readers who like their
animal companions treated just like people.
With a combination of fear-free care and
expert medical practices, TLC serves local
clients and patients in ways that develop trust
and promote health. With a staff of seven
highly trained, up-to-date doctors and an
amazing support staff plus an in-clinic supply
store, TLC has just what your pet dog or cat
needs to thrive in Albuquerque. (August
March)
2) Petroglyph Animal Hospital

3) Aztec Animal Clinic 

BEST PET SUPPLY SHOP

Clark’s Pet Emporium

There are two very convenient locations to
shop at Burque’s Best Pet Supply Shop,
longtime local business Clark’s Pet Emporium.
No matter which location you choose, you and
your furry loved ones will be treated to
superior customer service, expert advice and a
wide selection of the best pet products
available on this side of the Rio Grande. Not
only that, but the staff of Clark’s are well
known around town for their jovial, eager user-
friendly outlooks and affinity for all animals,
things that make buying from this shop even
more satisfying. (August March)
2) Boofy’s Best for Pets

3) Long Leash On Life  a

Goods
BEST BOOK STORE

Bookworks

Bookworks does what a bookstore should. For
30 years, Bookworks has not simply been
selling books (an increasingly rare thing), but
welcoming authors, partnering with schools
and even putting together a pretty decent
storytime for the local preschool set. You can
even call them on the phone with a vague idea
about a book you are looking for—without
either the title or the author—and they will
try help you figure out what it is. Where else
are you going to get service like that? (Clarke
Condé)
2) Page 1 Books

3) Organic Books 

BEST COMIC BOOK STORE

Astro-Zombies

Back in the ’80s, bands of roaming bullies
hunted for comic book nerds to let out their
Oedipal frustrations on via massive beatings.
Back then, comic shops were basically bunkers
where nerds cowered in the dark and huddled
for warmth. It was a terrible time for the
industry. These days, you’ll find even the
coolest kids browsing through stacks of back
issues and trades over at Astro-Zombies. That
means you can stock up on toys, games and
anime without worrying about whether Clark
Peterson will destroy them on the bike ride
home. That’s progress. (Joshua Lee)
2) Age of Comics

3) Red Planet Books & Comics

BEST GAME STORE

Empire Board Game Library

Isn’t it nice when you can try out a product
before you buy it? For a modest fee ($3 an hour
for adults, $2 an hour for kids, $1 an hour for
seniors) you can play any of the hundreds of
games on the shelves of Nob Hill’s Empire
Board Game Library. Plus, there are
sandwiches, coffees, drinks and desserts to
keep your energy up as you slap cards down in
Fluxx or move your choo-choo trains around
the board in Ticket to Ride. And if you like
what you’re playing, you can purchase a copy
to enjoy in the privacy of your own home.
(Devin D. O’Leary)
2) Gamers Anonymous

3) Ettin Games & Hobbies,
Albuquerque 
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Goods
BEST FURNITURE STORE

American Home Furniture 
Store Albuquerque

For more than 80 years, homes, American
Home Furniture has been known to Burqueños
as the premiere place to procure furniture,
appliances and all the other interesting and
attractive physical objects one needs to fill up a
humble yet happy home. That means that your
grandparents and parents probably bought
something there; maybe it was a charcoal grill,
maybe it was an entire oak bedroom set or
maybe even a waterbed—when those things
were popular, aye-yi-yi!—that came from
“American.” With a huge store and an even
bigger warehouse, they’ve got the town covered
in wood and steel and leather. (August
March)
2) Assistance League Albuquerque

3) Uneek Findings & Motique

BEST ADULT TOY STORE

Self Serve

There’s a reason why Self Serve stays on top
amongst the local sex shops: education. It’s
not just about fuzzy handcuffs, Leg Avenue
lingerie and batchelorette decorations. They
aim to inform, educate and take sexual
practices to a safer, higher level. Walking
into the shop for a new sex toy is as easy and
welcoming as walking into a bakery for a
comforting pastry. A truly judgment-free zone,
employees are approachable and
knowledgeable and the store has a wealth of
toys, tools, books and more to discover. Stop by
their new location on Morningside to see
what’s new. (Ashli Kesali)

2) Seductions

BEST COSTUMES

Off Broadway Vintage 
Clothing and Costumes

Off Broadway is virtually a museum of
outrageous, vintage clothing. But this
cherished Burque spot isn’t just for Halloween.
They offer Ben Nye cosmetics, decadent
ostrich and turkey boas, vintage shoes, hats,
and yeah, costumes. Walk past their storefront
any given week and drool over their perfectly
themed and coordinated mannequins that will
no doubt draw you in. Once inside, prepare to
be overwhelmed by color, glitz and glamour. If
you haven’t been in, go see why they’ve got yet
another Best of Burque win under their belt.
(Ashli Kesali)

2) Thrift Town

3) Just Cos Cosplay Supply 

BEST BICYCLE SHOP

Fat Tire Cycles

Fat Tire Cycles has done it again! Not only
does this Duke City staple offer everything you
need in terms of cycling and equipment, but
the seasoned experts at the shop can repair
anything you pedal with two wheels, customize
your ride and even give you advice on proper

riding position. Every employee at Fat Tire is
an avid cyclist and can expand your knowledge
of cycling, whether you’re new to the activity
or you compete annually in the Tour de France.
With the largest bike selection in New Mexico,
FTC will surely have what it takes to suit your
cycling needs. Join them on their Sunday ride!
(Constance Moss)
2) The Bike Coop

3) Routes Bicycle Tours & Rentals 

BEST SKATE SHOP

Silver Skate Shop

Albuquerque has a strong skater
history, with many of us
older (oh my god I’ve
become my father)
folks

remembering
the days of
hanging out at Los
Altos and scraping every
inch of exposed skin learning
how to drop in the bowl for the first
time. Silver Skate Shop rose to the top this
year to show us that skate culture is still going
strong, and that they hold a special place in the
heart of the community. Whether you’re
getting ready to start learning, or you’ve been
involved in the scene for a long time,
everything you need can be found at Silver
Skate Shop, who have the friendliest and most
knowledgeable staff in the city. (Dan
Pennington)
2) Skate City Supply

3) Filter Skateboard Shop 

BEST GUN SHOP

Ron Peterson Firearms

It’s getting tougher and tougher out there in
this crazy world, and if Dirty Harry is anything
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to go by, arming yourself to the teeth, squinting
your eyes and talking with a growl is the only
sane answer. For looks, you’ll need to spend
some time in front of a mirror. For the armory,
just head down to Ron Peterson Firearms. It’s
the best place for collectors, hunters and
weapons enthusiasts to find the perfect
peacemaker, be it a firearm, handgun, pistol,
rifle, shotgun or tactical weapon. (Joshua Lee)
2) Calibers

3) Los Ranchos Gun Shop 

BEST PLANT NURSERY

Osuna Nursery

Osuna Nursery was started by
an immigrant from

Korea, Chang An,
and from his

small plant
rental and

maintenance
business

blossomed
Albuquerque’s best

nursery, according to our
readers. Now owned by An’s wife,

Myong, Osuna has one of the most extensive
variety of plants that one could ask for. On top
of the acres of plants and greenhouses, they
offer a free garden club, free classes at Osuna
University and landscaping including design,
installation and maintenance. So whether
you’re looking to completely redo your
backyard or are looking for your first plant
baby, Osuna’s friendly and extremely
knowledgeable staff is ready to help. (Taylor
Grabowsky)
2) Rehm’s Nursery & Garden Center

3) Plants of the Southwest 

BEST FLOWER SHOP/FLORIST

Peoples Flower Shops

They may not have Audrey II in stock, but
Peoples Flower Shops have pretty much any

other flower a person could ask for. Peoples has
been serving the city artfully decorated
bouquets for every occasion since 1944. Wet
your plants over this: not only is every
arrangement hand-picked, but the Freshness
Care System ensures that your flowers will last
long past the special occasion you ordered
them for. Plus, with deliveries available
anywhere in town and across the state,
ordering flowers for someone “just because” has
never been easier or more affordable. (Taylor
Grabowsky)
2) Albuquerque Florist

3) Mauldin’s Flowers 

BEST BATH AND BODY STORE

Betty’s Bath & Day Spa

A perennial favorite of loyal Alibi readers,
Betty’s Bath & Day Spa in the heart of the
North Valley, has won this category many
times because of their blissful massages,
succulent retreats and a combination of other
elusively elegant mind and body treatments
that relax, rejuvenate and restore reality in
beautiful and healthful moments designed to
nourish the physical and the eternal in a
sensible down-to-earth setting. If you want to
feel good, then here is the place to start the
journey to sustainable self-care. (August
March)
2) Farm Shop at Los Poblanos

BEST GROWERS’MARKET
Downtown Growers’ Market
Was this even a question? For many, the
Downtown Growers’ Market isn’t so much an
activity as it is a tradition. Seeing Robinson
Park bustling full of people from all walks of life
every Saturday morning from spring to late fall
is just what feels natural now. The readers
agreed that their selection of local produce,
mixed with live entertainment, amazing fresh
eats, and selection of locally made goods
couldn’t be topped. In a city so focused on the
power of its community, it’s difficult to think of
anyplace more community-oriented than the
Downtown Growers’ Market. (Dan
Pennington)
2) Los Ranchos Growers’ Market

3) Corrales Growers’ Market 

BEST NEIGHBORHOOD 
GROCERY STORE

La Montañita Co-op Food Market

As a longtime Nob Hill resident, the idea of a
fully functional market placed in the middle of
Nob Hill, on Central no less, seems crazy when
you consider everything that needs to work for
such a place to function and grow. Yet,
amazingly, La Montanita Co-op pulls it off
flawlessly. With a rather large selection of just
about anything you’d need to stock your pantry
for the week ahead, reasonable prices and
convenience of location made them a shoo-in
for Best Neighborhood Grocery Store. La
Montanita Co-op always seems to have exactly
what you need, and always something you
never knew you wanted until you accidentally
laid eyes upon it. (Dan Pennington)
2) Talin Market World Food Fare

3) Keller’s Meat Market 
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You have 

helped us be 

one of 

the best 

yoga studios 

for over 

13 years!  

Thank you 

Burqueños for 

voting! 

See ya' at the studio!

BEST SMOKE SHOP

Bud Stones Smoke Shop

You can usually tell a city’s affinities by its
business landscape. Some places boast a coffee
shop on every corner. Some are bursting at the
seams with exotic restaurants. In Albuquerque,
we have smoke shops on smoke shops. You’d
think it would be hard to stand out in such a
happening market, but Bud Stones Smoke
Shop really knows how to shine. Their stock
of unique glass paraphernalia and smoking
accessories is huge, but we keep coming back
to continue talking to the interesting staff.
They’re never short on stimulating
conversation. (Joshua Lee)
2) Just Urban Smoke Shop

3) The Zone Smoke Shop a

Goods
BEST INTERNATIONAL/
SPECIALTY FOOD STORE

Talin Market World Food Fare

There was a time in high school when my

girlfriend at the time and I were sent to get

cow tongue for a catering her mother was

doing, which was my first time ever finding

out about Talin Market. This almost

perplexingly large store seems to have endless

shelves of everything in existence and more.

No matter what sector of the world you’re

looking to shop within, they have an aisle or

two dedicated to most any product you’ll ever

need. Seriously, you could spend two hours in

there and still not see everything they have to

offer. They’re basically the Epcot of grocery

stores, without all the long lines. (Dan

Pennington)

2) Cafe Istanbul

3) TIE: Alquds Mediterranean Grill &
Grocery/Eurozone Food Distributors 

BEST LIQUOR STORE

Jubilation Wine & Spirits

Albuquerque alcohol connoisseurs, rejoice!

Jubilation Wine & Spirits is still considered

the best go to for all your drinking needs.

Considering the size of their location, it is

amazing just how many different variants of

whiskeys, wines, vodkas, beers, chasers and

more they can comfortably fit on their shelves.

Featuring a knowledgeable staff, an easy to

reach location and competitive pricing vs.

large chains, there’s no question why they still

hold the top spot in our Best of Burque voting.

Don’t forget that they have the amazing

clearance shelf up front, so if you’re feeling

adventurous and want to save a few bucks, you

could head home with a new bottle of your

new favorite strangeness. (Dan Pennington)

2) Kelly Liquors

3) Quarters Discount Liquors 

BEST WINE SELECTION (RETAIL)

Jubilation Wine & Spirits

Albuquerque alcohol connoisseurs rej—wait

hold on, this sounds familiar. Ah, that’s

because Jubilation Wine & Spirits won first

place twice this year. Best liquor store, sure,

that’s clear. Best Wine Selection? That’s fierce

competition, and they cinched the W without

issue! With essentially a whole second building

full of wine, sorted by region, prices and styles,

Jubilation is able to sort out most any wine

need you have, whether it’s a night in with

your lover, catching up with old friends or a

last-minute tasting and pairing party that

you’re still not sure why you agreed to host.

Jubilation is king; long may they reign! (Dan

Pennington)

2) St. Clair Winery & Bistro

3) Kelly Liquors 
CanineCountryClub.com

Boarding  •   Day Care  •   Grooming

WESTSIDE
4201 Marna Lynn NW

505-890-8900

NORTH VALLEY
7327 4th St. NW
505-898-0725
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BEST SPA

Betty’s Bath & Day Spa

What makes a great spa? Massages? Soaking
tubs? Citrus kale facials? Soothing harp music
piped in from hidden speakers? Since 2000 this
North Valley staple has been Burque’s one-
stop shop for relaxation and wellness, offering
all of the above and more. There’s even a
private suite for individuals, couples and small
groups, where guests can enjoy a private
eucalyptus steam room, in-room treatments
and access to the facility’s salt water soaking
tubs. We’re relaxed just thinking about it.
(Devin D. O’Leary)
2) Bliss Massage Studios

3) RW&CO Day Spa 

BEST WAXING SALON

The Vanity Wax

No stranger to winning in this category,
Amanda Salazar is a one-woman show in the
waxing biz and proves once again you don’t
need a big, fancy spa to be the best. Being the
go-to lady in town to trust your most sensitive
bits to, the Vanity Wax provides a number of
waxing services with the safest and most
gentle methods. She’s by appointment only, so
get in line. (Ashli Kesali)
2) RW&CO Day Spa

3) Pretty Pum Pum 

BEST NAIL SALON

RW&CO Day Spa

Though they offer a ton of other great services,
the manicures and pedicures stand out to the
clients of RW&CO. There is no elaborate list
of nail services to sweat over here, and the
classics on their menu include a classic
manicure, express mani and gel set. A 2018
BoB winner as well, they afford Burque just
the kind of luxury they crave. Book a bridal
party, a ladies’ night out or a special treat for
yourself and see what the fuss is about. (Ashli
Kesali)
2) Cute.icle Lounge

3) Lantern Hair & Nail Beauty Salon 

BEST COSMETIC SPA

Chrome: A Beauty 
and Wellness Collective

Providing services to look better, love better
and live better, Chrome has an injectable for
pretty much every wrinkle. If injections aren’t
your thing, enjoy a number of peels and
resurfacing treatments in addition to genital
rejuvenation and even hair services. Don’t let
the drive up to Rio Rancho scare you off. Let
the results speak for themselves and you’ll
know why the 505 trusts their hide to
Chrome. (Ashli Kesali)
2) RW&CO Day Spa

3) Cute.icle Lounge 

BEST BARBERSHOP

Barber’s Knock

This Northeast Heights spot is well known
for their contemporary and classic cuts as well
as hot shaves. When entering, you may notice
a line. There’s a reason for it. The city clearly
recognizes the craft and quality that goes into
their services, which are clearly worth the
wait. An appointment is recommended if
you’re in a hurry, but a clean fade or a close
shave are timeless. (Ashli Kesali)

2) Vinny’s Barber Shop

3) Polaco’s Barber Shop 
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BEST CREDIT UNION

Nusenda Credit Union

With 14 Albuquerque locations and 6 others
around the state, Nusenda offers the
convenience of a national bank with the
customer service of a local not-for-profit credit
union. The staff is warm and friendly and,
instead of paying hidden fees to park your
dough, Nusenda offers competitive auto and
mortgage loan rates, and even pays you a year-
end dividend. Online banking options are easy
and convenient to use and the bank also offers
education and workshops to take that next
financial step, whatever it may be. (Constance
Moss)
2) Sandia Laboratory 

Federal Credit Union

3) U.S. Eagle Federal Credit Union 

BEST DANCE STUDIO

Studio Sway

Studio Sway is jam-packed with classes seven
days a week so you don’t have to wait to move
your feet. If you are looking for African dance,
jazz dance or the latest in therapeutic
movement to optimize your lymphatic system,
they’ve got it, plus some kinds of dance that
you probably haven’t even heard of before. No
need to call ahead, just show up and start
getting your groove on. (Clarke Condé)
2) Maple Street 

Dance Space

3) Sirena World Dance Studio 

2418 Juan Tabo Blvd NE           mividayoganm.com           505.508.5943
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BEST HAIR SALON

Moxi Hair Studio

Moxi lived up to their name when they made
a bold move to a Central Ave. storefront in
the middle of the Albuquerque Rapid Transit
crisis and look at who came out on top. Hint:
It wasn’t ART. Owner Shannon Vigil has a
knack for bringing in the best and most
creative Albuquerque stylists, and the voters of
the city seem to appreciate their attention to
detail and inventive styles. With numerous
options for those tresses, including waxing, the
city is hooked on their hair. (Ashli Kesali)
2) RW&CO Day Spa

3) Mark Pardo SalonSpa 

BEST TATTOO SHOP

Archetype Tattoo Studio

We know Albuquerque loves art. We also
know that Albuquerque loves body
modification. (However, don’t ever get a
tattoo from someone in a van, even if it is free
and will depict your favorite animal, a
Mexican drinking worm.) If you want quality
work designed by some of the best artists in
town, Archetype Tattoo is for you. Led by Ben
Shaw, who has over 18 years experience and
co-founded the Guild of Ethical Tattooists,
Archetype prides itself on building a sense of
community with artists and customers alike.
With six amazing tattoo artists, late weeknight
hours and a great atmosphere, it’s almost
stupid if you don’t get inked here. (Taylor
Grabowsky)
2) True Grit Tattoo

3) All Is One Tattoo and Design 

BEST PIERCING PARLOR

Evolution Body Piercing

Evolution offers 40—yes, count ’em—different
types of body piercings, according to the
piercing studio’s website. This is an extremely
professional establishment which places the
health and safety of the client above all else.
Evolution adheres to strict sterilization
procedures and its sterilization autoclaves are
spore-tested weekly by an independent
laboratory. Not only will you feel safe and
comfortable in Evolution’s capable, steady
hands, but you will also have the largest body
jewelry selection in the state to choose from.
(Constance Moss)
2) Ascension Body Modification

3) 505 INK Tattoos & Piercings 

BEST TATTOO ARTIST

Aldo Gallegos

Aldo Gallegos comes from a family of artists
and has been drawing and painting since
childhood and tattooing professionally since
2006. He is extremely passionate and strives to
create the best experience, focusing on
preparation, constantly improving his craft
and using the highest quality inks and top-of-
the-line equipment. He specializes in vibrant
color work, cartoon new school, realism and

portraiture and cover-ups of all kinds. His
extreme passion for everything tattooing has
garnered him numerous awards. Gallegos
travels to conventions and continues his
education regularly. Find Aldo at Archetype
Tattoo. His average wait time is three months.
(Constance Moss)
2) Johnny Mac

3) Tyson Gonzales 

BEST HOTEL

Hotel Andaluz

Since its renovation in 2008, this “historic
boutique hotel”—originally built by Conrad
Hilton in 1939—has become a Downtown
hotspot for more than just out-of-town guests.
You can check out jazz concerts around the
fountain in the art-filled lobby. You can have a
gourmet Spanish-inspired meal at MÁS—
Tapas y Vino. You can sip Sangria at the
intimate Ibiza Urban Rooftop Lounge. Or if
you really want to go all out, you can actually
rent a room for a weekend staycation. (Devin
D. O’Leary)
2) Los Poblanos Historic Inn 

and Organic Farm

3) Hotel Chaco 

BEST FUNERAL HOME

French Funerals and Cremations

Nothing is certain in life except death and
taxes. French Funerals and Cremations can
help you out with one of those. Locally owned
and operated since 1907, French Funerals is a
master at handling what comes after the big
sleep. At French Funerals you can expect
attention to detail and professional caregivers
who are also sensitive and sympathetic. From
helping put together an online memorial or
tribute video to planning every detail of your
loved one’s service and even offering one year
of daily grief support emails, French Funerals
and Cremations helps turn death into less of a
pain. (Taylor Grabowsky)
2) Daniels Family Funeral Services Sara

Road Chapel

BEST YOGA CENTER

Mi Vida Yoga Health and Wellness
Center

Mi Vida Yoga bills itself as a neighborhood
yoga studio for “real people with real bodies.”
Classes run the gamut from Hot Yoga to
Warm Yoga to something called “Hot
Glowga” (evidently, it concentrates on “flow”
and takes place under black light). For
beginners, older practitioners and those who
have had recent injuries, “Chair Yoga” is on
the schedule. For Spanish speakers, Mi Vida
Yoga offers yoga classes en español. And if you
just wanna chill, there are meditation sessions
throughout the week. All in all, it sounds like
the perfect place to get your downward-facing
dog on. (Devin D. O’Leary)
2) Bhava Yoga Studio

3) Hot Yoga Downtown 

BEST PERSONAL TRAINER

Stephen Chacon

Stephen Chacon has earned the title Master
Personal Trainer, and you can find him
motivating clients to improve core strength,
lose weight and prepare for “physique
competition” at Del Norte Sports & Wellness.
He’s got a bachelor’s in kinesiology from New
Mexico State University and is an NSCA-
certified Strength and Conditioning
Specialist, which means he’s in way better
shape than any of the desk jockeys here at
Weekly Alibi. Who better to push you to the
next level? Now drop and give us 20. (Devin
D. O’Leary)
2) Reece Killebrew

3) Patrick Ryan II 

BEST GYM

Defined Fitness

For 31 years, Defined Fitness has been
committed to helping a community of people
grow stronger and healthier. Locally owned
and operated, these five full-service gym

locations offer 400 weekly classes that
accommodate any level of fitness, as well as
state-of-the-art equipment and machines,
aquatic centers and even free child care.
Defined Fitness continues to expand, opening
new locations on the West Side and even in
Santa Fe. Members can enjoy access to all
locations, which are open seven days a week,
even on holidays. (Constance Moss)
2) Del Norte Sports and Wellness

3) UFC GYM Albuquerque

BEST HOSPITAL

University of New Mexico
Hospital

As a renowned public teaching hospital,
UNMH offers the state’s only Level 1 Trauma
Center, children’s hospital, designated stroke
center and certified burn unit. Its maternity
care is nationally recognized, and it provides
care to both uninsured and underinsured
patients. (Devin D. O’Leary)
2) Presbyterian Hospital

3) Presbyterian Rust Medical Center

BEST URGENT CARE

Duke City Urgent Care

With four ABQ facilities and one in Los
Lunas, Duke City Urgent Care has got you
covered. Open seven days a week with short
wait times, the kind and professional staff will
provide you with the best medical care. With
onsite labs, X-ray and other equipment, they
will get you diagnosed and treated stat. At
Duke City, the board-certified emergency
medicine doctors, nurses, physician assistants
and paramedics know that urgent medical
needs can cause stress and anxiety, and they
aim to alleviate this stress by making the
health of you and your children a top priority.
(Devin D. O’Leary)
2) Presbyterian Urgent Care on Paradise

3) Presbyterian Urgent Care on Harper 
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BEST EYE CLINIC

Eye Associates of New Mexico

Eye health is sometimes neglected or put off.

When was the last time you got a routine eye

exam? Yet it’s one of the most important

things to take care of, considering the optic

nerve connects to the brain. Eye Associates of

New Mexico knows all about the importance

of ocular health. For 43 years they have been

providing our state with top-of-the-line care,

which now includes custom laser vision

correction and no-stitch cataract surgery. So if

you’re noticing deteriorating vision or need

something more serious taken care of, check

out Albuquerque’s winner (for several years in

a row) for Best Eye Clinic. (Taylor

Grabowsky)

2) Casey Optical Too

3) Perfect Pair Optical Shop 

BEST DOCTOR

Dr. Victoria Fergeson

A doctor of optometry with a reputation for

putting “striving for the best” at the top of

their to-do list, Dr. Fergeson of Sightful

Solutions provides full-service optometry

including exams for contact lenses and glasses,

as well as glaucoma testing and pre- and

postoperative eye care. Her office also works

carefully with insurance companies to keep

costs affordable. This year our readers spoke

out about their eyes and when they did, Dr.

Fergeson was on their minds; we’ll see you

there, glasses on and contacts ready! (August

March)

2) Dr. Angela L. Romero, MD

3) Dr. Lynette Abrams-Silva

BEST DENTIST

Amy C. Matte, DDS PC

If you need to get your teeth worked on—and

who doesn’t, heck even George Washington

wore braces—then you must check out Dr.

Amy Matte. Our readers think very highly of

her, and you will too. Dr. Matte’s general

dentistry office can set patients up with

services as simple as a cleaning or as extensive

as root canal treatment. In network with

large-scale providers like Delta, United

Concordia, Metlife, Cigna and Aetna, this is

Burque’s best dental office according to our

yearly and very toothsome poll. (August

March)

2) Sarah Oppel-Brown, DDS

3) Robert J. Gherardi, DMD /
David T. Moore, DDS 

BEST COSMETIC SURGEON

William G. Loutfy MD

William G. Loutfy, MD is the head doc in

charge at the Albuquerque Center for Plastic

Surgery. The center touts his “unique

combination of education and surgical

experiences” and his ability to perform

“general surgery, oral and maxillofacial surgery

as well as plastic surgery.” So whether you’re

in the market for a rhinoplasty or a little

breast augmentation. Dr. Loutfy has a scalpel

with your name on it. (Devin D. O’Leary)

2) Neil T. Chen, MD

3) Jeffrey D. Morehouse, MD 

BEST CHIROPRACTOR

Dr. Beau Hightower, DC

Manipulation on the part of a spouse or

significant other can be a bad thing. But when

it comes to bodily pain and injury, plenty of

folks say that a little spinal manipulation is a

very good thing. Dr. Beau Hightower has a lot

of letters after his name (DN, DC, MS, EP-C,

DAAPM, SCCS, CES, FMS), 228,000

followers on Instagram and is director of

sports medicine at Jackson Wink MMA. He’s

also charismatic enough to have his own

YouTube channel in which guests—from UFC

champ Jon Jones to actor Jeremy Piven to

comedian Bryan Callen—get extreme, intense,

excruciating or just loud chiropractic

treatments. Wow, we’re sold. (Devin D.

O’Leary)

2) Speegle Sport and Spine

3) Blue Sky Chiropractic, LLC 

BEST AUTO DEALERSHIP

American Toyota Albuquerque

Full disclosure: I purchased my 2017 Scion IA

from Larry H. Miller American Toyota

Albuquerque. So I’m hardly in a position to

argue with our readers’ top choice. The

sprawling Uptown dealership features a wide

selection of new and used Toyotas, a top-

notch parts and service department and a

waiting area that is always stocked with soda

and popcorn and lined with power charging

outlets. No complaints here. (Devin D.

O’Leary)

2) Melloy Nissan

3) Galles Chevrolet 

BEST MECHANIC

Reincarnation Inc. /
The Subaru Guys

If you aren’t blessed with a brand-new car

under factory warranty, odds are you’ll need to

get repair work done on your vehicle at some

point. Our readers turn most often, it seems,

to Reincarnation Inc., an independent Subaru

Specialty Shop established in 2011. With

eight service bays and more than 10

employees, “The Subaru Guys” have got your

foreign auto needs locked down (even if you

drive a Toyota, Volvo, Honda, Lexus, Nissan,

Acura, Scion, Infiniti or Mazda). (Devin D.

O’Leary)

2) Bill & Mike’s Automotive

3) Foreign Aide Parts & Services 

BEST LAW FIRM

Law 4 Small Business (L4SB)

Albuquerque is the land of opportunity for

small businesses (perhaps because so many

larger chains have yet to commit to our zip

code). So it comes as no surprise that so

many of our readers recommend Law 4 Small

Business. The majority of L4SB’s attorneys

graduated from UNM’s School of Law,

ensuring a certain level of local knowledge.

Those lawyers are surrounded by “paralegals,

designers, writers and coffee drinkers,” all of

whom are all about helping small businesses

navigate and avoid problems. (August

March)

2) Sutin, Thayer & Browne, APC

3) Bowles Law Firm 

BEST SOLAR ENERGY
COMPANY

Positive Energy Solar

Positive Energy Solar has been providing

sun-centered energy solutions for over 20

years. Founded by Alan Sindelar—who

partnered with Randy Sadewick and Mark

Drummond in 2004—with a shared love of

solar power, solar products and cutting edge

technology, the firm has grown and

expanded from Santa Fe and now employs

over 60 individuals committed to the

practice of using renewable energy in sunny

New Mexico. Recent reports show that this

BoB winner has already installed 3,500 units

with more to come in the future. (August

March)

2) Ocotillo Solar Electric

3) Affordable Solar Installation 

BEST COMPUTER/ IT HELP

Duke City Solutions

If you’ve already tried turning it off and back

on, your next step would be to call Duke

City Solutions. Whether you’re a Mac or PC

user, whether you need custom website

hosting or network printer setup, this locally

owned technology solutions company knows

just which keys to press. Also, they could

probably survive just fine inside The Matrix.

(Devin D. O’Leary)

2) Health-e IT

BEST ROOFER

East Mountain Roofing

New Mexico can be tough on roofs. For

starters, they’re all flat. And they’re regularly

subjected to broiling sun, battering wind and

monsoon rains. This licensed local roofing

contractor (located in Edgewood) performs

commercial and residential roofing repair,

installation and replacement throughout the

greater Albuquerque area. Flat roofs, shingle

roofs, metal roofs—nothing fazes these folks

or their really tall ladders. (Devin D.

O’Leary)

2) Right Way Roofing

3) Gonzales & Sons Roofing  a
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Arts
BEST PERFORMING 

ARTS GROUP

Fill & Wes Improv

T
he key to audience-pleasing improv is

relatability. Fill Jeantete and Wesley

Swedenburg start in a spot where the

audience has been in their own experience,

then pick them up and carry them carefully

down an imaginative path where the

landmarks are recognizable, until they careen

off in unexpected, often absurd directions. Off

the top of their heads, this two-man group that

started in 2017 crafts an oddly compelling

short story relayed through densely packed wit

and unstructured physicality that is hard to

turn away from, all while dressed like the

drummer from Cheap Trick. (Clarke Condé)

2) Musical Theatre Southwest

3) The Desert Darlings 

BEST PERFORMING 

ARTS VENUE

Popejoy Hall

New Mexico’s largest venue of its kind,
Popejoy Hall on the University of New
Mexico’s Main Campus, is a world-class
performance space in the heart of the city.
Visiting artists from around the world can find
a home at Popejoy Hall, where dancers,
theater companies, orchestras and speakers are
welcomed with a setting and staff committed
to providing New Mexicans young and old the
finest in performances. It seems the founding
fathers themselves (the singing and dancing
variety) concur by selecting Popejoy Hall as
the site for Hamilton: The Musical in the 2020-
2021 season. (Clarke Condé)
2) National Hispanic Cultural Center

3) Outpost Performance Space

BEST ART GALLERY

516 ARTS

516 ARTS is a non-collecting museum
dedicated to showing contemporary art in
Albuquerque. What is most striking about 516
ARTS is not the consistent quality of their
gallery shows that often find a way to
contextualize local and international
environmental and socio-political subjects
with open-ended questions for New Mexican
audiences, but their commitment to New
Mexican artists’ creation of new work through
a transparent, supportive annual grant process.
Let it also be said that 516 ARTS has an
enormous, two-story sun-lit wall as you enter
the gallery that provides a rare opportunity for
enterprising artists. (Clarke Condé)
2) Weems Galleries & Framing

3) Ghostwolf Gallery 
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bqbq

Night
Life

BEST CASINO

Sandia Resort & Casino

L
isten, if you are craving some Vegas-style
action close to home that’s possessed of that
same worldly feel that your folks used to get

when they’d take the Cessna parked at the
Coronado Airport up to Caesars Palace in the
good old days, then have I got a sure bet for
you. It’s called Sandia Resort & Casino and boy,
oh boy, does it rock. Approach this veritable
palace from the North, and you’ll think you’ve
just spied one of the fabled golden temples of
Cibola. In fact this five-star resort features a
snazzy, extensive casino, an amphitheater that
hosts top live entertainment plus a luxury hotel
with all the fixings (Can you say all you can
eat?!). With gaming options that range from
slots to craps to baccarat, you can’t really lose,
can you? (August March)
2) Isleta Resort & Casino

3) Santa Ana Star Casino Hotel 

BEST BAR STAFF

Tractor Brewing Company

Any bar staff that lets dogs hang out and chill
automatically wins. Who doesn’t love a good
beer while petting dogs? Tractor Brewing
Company has always been down to earth and
the ideal of Albuquerque lifestyle: laid back and
welcoming. Being voted Best Bar Staff is no
joke, considering the number of bars and
breweries available in the city. But considering
the range of events they hold and host, and
how varied that can make the clientele, they
have an adaptive staff that meshes well with
anyone and offers consistently amazing service.
Cheers, Tractor! (Dan Pennington)
2) Sister Bar

3) The Copper Lounge 

BEST LOCAL POET

Hakim Bellamy

When the city of Albuquerque puts your
words on a bus, instead of you putting your
words on a bus, you have arrived. A
perennial favorite Best Local Poet among our
readers, Hakim Bellamy was Albuquerque’s
first Poet Laureate, a national poetry slam
champion and a thrice-titled collegiate poet
at the University of New Mexico. Bellamy
continues to bring the words out into the
world for all that are ready to receive them.
(Clarke Condé)
2) Sarita Sol Gonzalez

3) Ebony Isis Booth 

BEST LOCAL AUTHOR

Rudolfo Anaya

The award-winning UNM professor emeritus
Rudolfo Amaya is most commonly known for
his classic of Chicano literature Bless Me,

Ultima, but his extensive work fills volumes
of poetry, plays and children’s literature.
Anaya infuses his work with the stories and
scenery of New Mexico, providing outsiders
with a sense of this place we call home. His
visionary style continues to sway young
writers, reminding them that they too can
tell their own stories about where they are
from. (Clarke Condé)
2) Steve Brewer

3) Jason Witter 

BEST COMEDY VENUE

The Box Performance Space

If you like the fact that you’re alive, you
probably love to laugh. You can both laugh
and live at this year’s Best Comedy Venue,
The Box Performance Space. They specialize
in improv comedy, which is staffed/performed
by our own wonderful local comedians and
singing locals. Did you know that they offer
improv and acting classes?! If you have any
interest in seeing funny people, or being a
funny person, this is where to go! (Courtney
Foster)
2) Tricklock Performance Laboratory

3) The Stage at The Star 

BEST LOCAL COMEDIAN

Danger K Varoz

You’ve heard him. You’ve seen him. You
know and love him. Ladies and gentlemen, it
gives us great pleasure to announce this
year’s Best Local Comedian, Danger K.
Varoz! He’s known for slinging jokes around
town, and creating, producing, and hosting
our one and only local satirical news show,
“The New Mexican Inquisition” and
generally being an amazingly funny
contribution to the comedy scene. For his
upcoming shows and other projects he’s
involved with, visit the website that he
curates at albuquerquecomedy.com.
(Courtney Foster)
2) Kendra Brand

3) Fill & Wes Improv  a
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Night
Life

BEST DIVE BAR

Sister Bar

Sister, a rock club located smack in the middle
of a hustling and bustling Downtown scene has
been selected by Alibi readers as the winner of
this year’s “Best Dive Bar” category. Hardly a
dive and in fact a true representative and
supporter of Burque’s music culture—as well as a
nexus for all that is hip and young and draped in
luxurious cocktails and chirpy video-games
galore—Sister has a dark velvet feel and a smoky
attitude that allows citizens of all stripes to dive
right into the soul of the city. (August March)
2) Anodyne

3) Carraro’s / Joe’s Place 

BEST SPORTS BAR

The Salt Yard

How can you go wrong with big screen TVs,
tons of seating, a varied menu of tasty treats and
a killer cocktail menu? Sip a Jalapeño Margarita,
a Vanilla Gimlet or any number of specialty
beers while you kick your best buddy’s butt at
ping pong or shuffleboard. The high ceilings and
sleek modern décor are a classy and welcome
alternative to your typical sports bar, and the
joint opens at 11am on weekends if you like to
get a head start on your R&R. With six bars and
a great crowd, you’ll dig The Salt Yard whether
you care to catch the game or not. (Constance
Moss)
2) Uptown Sports Bar

3) Brixens 

BEST ROOFTOP BAR

Apothecary Lounge / 
Hotel Parq Central

Here’s the situation: your Tinder has been real
quiet lately, and you need a picture that screams
“culture, class, sophistication.” The only
problem is that you live in Albuquerque. In
comes Apothecary Lounge with a gorgeous
outdoor patio that overlooks the city and is
paired with high-end beautiful cocktails. Lean
against the railing, hold your drink casually at
your side, the sparkling lights of the city as your
backdrop and snap! You’ve got a taste of the
high life right in the middle of Albuquerque
while those right-swipes roll on in. Apothecary
Lounge is the go-to rooftop bar in the city, and it
looks like our readers agree. (Dan Pennington)
2) Ibiza / Hotel Andaluz

3) Marble Brewery

BEST BAR TO SHOOT POOL

Anodyne

Human beings have been shooting pool and

hanging out at Anodyne for a millions years,

homes, since dudes with Northern names like

Clarence and Alex crowded the bar with

tattoos by J.B. Jones and drinks by an infinite

number of beautiful people came floating by

on the backs of dinosaurs—while their

jukebox, cigarette machine, books and deep-

red velour pool tables presented evidence of

another world where fun was king and

informed geometries illustrated by little

colored balls were queen. Whatever, this place

is the ultimate hang out en El Duque; it’s too

cool for school, right, Roman? (August

March)

2) Slate Street Billards

3) Carraro’s & Joe’s Place 

BEST BAR FOR DANCING

Effex Nightclub

For those of you who just don’t know, here’s a

brief definition of dancing: to rhythmically

move the body and feet to the

accompaniment of music. Apparently the best

place to do that—besides every minute of

waking life, for some of us—is Effex Nightclub

and whilst there, indulge their amazingly

alluring (and dang loud) sound system as well

as whatever artist is currently jacked into said

electronic apparatus. Crank up the bass, y’all.

I can feel the urge about to strike, and our

readers can’t be wrong about this one: Effex

truly is the Best Bar for Dancing! (August

March)

2) The Dirty Bourbon

3) Sister Bar (August March)

BEST GAY BAR

Effex Nightclub

With weekly drag shows, amazing guest DJs,

goth night and more rooms of nightly music

than one can reasonably drink their way

through, Effex offers some of the city’s best

and most accessible entertainment. Though

billed as an LGTBQ club, everyone is

welcome. Lines tend to be out the door and at

times, around the block, to get into the

multilevel club. The annual climax at Effex is

always the massive Pride celebration in June,

so bring a group to the club this summer or

any time, and get your rainbow on. (Ashli

Kesali)

2) Albuquerque Social Club

3) Sidewinders Ranch

thank you for  VOTING US best...

and one of the Best...

But have you seen our 

selection of Records???

wwwwww .ASTROZOMBIES..ASTROZOMBIES.COMCOMALBUQUERQUE’S #1 COMIC SHOPALBUQUERQUE’S #1 COMIC SHOP
3100 Central Ave SE   -    505-232-7800

We buy sell and trade new & used vinyl
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Cannabis
BEST MEDICAL 
CANNABIS DISPENSARY

The Verdes Foundation

I
n the medical cannabis industry, fair pricing

and quality selection can go a long way. But

a comfortable setting and an educated,

friendly staff are the hallmarks that keep us

coming back again and again. The Verdes

Foundation makes the often overwhelming

task of shopping for medical cannabis easy.

The staff are friendly, know their business and

are always willing to walk a new patient

through the process. It almost seems like the

consistently beautiful flower they carry is just

the icing on the cake. (Joshua Lee)

2) High Desert Relief Dispensary

3) Urban Wellness 

BEST CBD SHOP

The CBD Boutique

CBD is the darling of the health world, but
navigating the maze of information on THC’s
younger sibling can be near impossible.

Luckily we can bend the ears of the kind folks
over at The CBD Boutique and get some
honest answers on the subject. They have a
real reputation around town for being kind,
welcoming and knowledgeable. And their
expertise in this widely misunderstood
compound is only exceeded by their expertise
in customer service. (Joshua Lee)
2) Boutique Botanicals

3) The Verdes Foundation 

BEST CANNABIS STRAIN 

Skywalker Kush - High Desert
Relief

If your looking for something that will plant
your tush on the sofa, soothe your aches and
pains, fuzz out your worries and send you to
dream land, then you can’t miss out on the
heady Skywalker Kush from High Desert Relief.
Sour and mossy, this indica-dominant hybrid
affects a large swath of physical ailments while
cooling the mind and smoothing the attitude.
It’s the perfect after-dinner strain. (Hey look:
We managed to get through this whole entry
without making a Star Wars reference.)(Joshua
Lee)
2) Blue Dream - Verdes Foundation

3) The Mac - Urban Wellness 

BEST CANNABIS EDIBLE

Bhang Chocolate

Cannabis or chocolate? Don’t make us choose!
Can we all just agree that cannabis is better
with chocolate, and chocolate is better with
cannabis? It’s an example of “synergy”: when
two things combine to become greater than
the sum of their parts—a word that was
actually invented to describe marijuana
brownies (don’t look that up). Every bite of a
Bhang bar is chock full of synergy. That’s
probably why they taste so good. Just don’t eat
too much. (Joshua Lee)
2) Mountain High Suckers

3) Serenity Chocolates by Budder Pros 

BEST INFUSED PRODUCTS

CBDelish Bathbombs

Nothing beats the relaxing power of a bath
bomb from CBDelish. Sure. You could use a
CBD ointment or eat a CBD treat, but where’s
the fun in that? Trust us. The healing power of
these homemade CBD-infused bombs will spoil
you for any other method of consuming this
powerful compound. Smash your phone, tell
everyone you live with to shut up for 30
minutes, close the bathroom door and indulge
in the sensual pleasure of a simple bath. You’ll
thank us. (Joshua Lee)
2) The Verdes Foundation Soaking Salts

3) Pecans by WEW

BEST DAILY SPECIALS 

Urban Wellness

Here’s the deal: marijuana is pretty rad on its
own—no argument there. But one way to
make it cooler is with sales and promotions.
Adults on a budget love sales and promotions.
That’s why we like Urban Wellness’ daily
specials so much that we start salivating like
Pavlov’s dogs twice a week. It’s embarrassing,
but we’re willing to suffer through soggy shirt
fronts for a good deal. Now if only someone
would start implementing coupons, we’d be all
set. (Joshua Lee)
2) Boutique Botanicals

3) The Verdes Foundation 

BEST WAITING ROOM

The Verdes Foundation

Purchasing cannabis is generally a painless
experience, but finding yourself in the middle
of a packed waiting room during a midday rush
is something every patient encounters. It’s at
these times that we realize just how important
an impact a waiting room can have on our
experience. Both Verdes Foundation locations’
waiting rooms are like cool oases meant to
soothe patients who have just come in from the
chaos of Albuquerque’s streets. Soft natural
lighting and giant sexy menu screens actually
make waiting in line a nice break from the rest
of your day. (Joshua Lee)
2) High Desert Relief

3) Urban Wellness 

BEST MEDICAL MARIJUANA
PRACTITIONER

Mike Wallace - 420 Connect NM

Every day more New Mexicans are turning to
cannabis as an alternative to pharmaceutical
intervention. For them, this can be a trying
time full of worry, indecision and the feeling
that they’re out of their depth. Marijuana is
still stigmatized in many ways, and finding a
professional with real answers to your questions
can be tough. Mike Wallace and the team at
420 Connect have been giving award-winning
service to locals for years, and it’s next to none.
With affordable pricing and a board certified
medical staff, they make applying to the state
program simple. (Joshua Lee)
2) Lori Frohe - Mindful Medicine

3) Dr. Jefferey Schnapp - 
Everest Apothecary a

BEST ROCK BAR

Launchpad

A fixture of Burque’s club scene for more than
25 years, Launchpad is still the Number One
rock venue in the city. Owner/promoter Joe
Anderson has done so dang much to keep the
scene here alive and kicking that we could
devote a whole issue to that fact; many of the
shows at this space- and rocketship-themed
venue speak to that totally awesome task. From
Stereolab and Melvins to the lastest in Cali
pop-punk and artsy left-field rap, this is the
place to get your groove on when you wanna
rawk in The Duke City. (August March)
2) Sister Bar

3) Rock and Brews 

BEST COCKTAILS

The Copper Lounge

If there was ever a place in the University area
deserving of the title “glow-up,” The Copper
Lounge is that place. Going from a sports dive
bar to just shy of “too fancy for me to just walk
in,” The Copper Lounge is one of my favorite
go-to spots for a nice night out. With
meticulously well-crafted cocktails and a
gorgeous interior, all while staying affordable,
it’s not a question why The Copper Lounge
snagged first place in Best of Burque for Best
Cocktails. Now if you’ll excuse me, I’ve made
myself thirsty. (Dan Pennington)
2) Sister Bar

3) High Noon Restaurant & Saloon 

BEST WINE BAR

St. Clair Winery & Bistro

New Mexicans are no strangers to wine, so it’s
a high honor to take home the title of Best
Wine Bar. St. Clair Winery & Bistro offers
such a wide range of wines and meals that
you’ll never run out of new pairing options. On
top of all that, the wine is just amazing. You’ll
struggle to find a style of wine you enjoy that
they offer that doesn’t suite your palate. St.
Clair Winery & Bistro holds this spot with
style. (Dan Pennington)
2) Zinc Wine Bar & Bistro

3) Wine.Dive.

BEST BREWPUB

Marble Brewery

It’s hard to imagine the craft beer scene
without the influence of Marble. With so many
locations and a history of interesting beers, it
makes sense to see Marble Brewery here.
There’s probably no one in this city who drinks
that hasn’t had the Marble Red or Double
White as some point, and for good reason.
Marble doesn’t just make good craft beer; they
make excellent craft beer and have a strong
hold on the market for it. This is something
that our readers showed in one of our fiercest
competitions for first in a category, because let’s
be real, New Mexicans love our craft beer
almost as much as we love our green chile.
(Dan Pennington)
2) Tractor Brewing Company

3) TIE: La Cumbre Brewing Co/Steel
Bender Brewyard  a
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FILM | FILM REVIEW

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

T
he word “family” means a lot of different
things to a lot of different people. For most
it revolves around those biological

relatives closest to you. But that’s not the case
for everyone. For that curious section of
musical fandom known as Juggalos, for
example, the word has particular resonance.
There, it refers to a kinship among people who
share a cultlike devotion to makeup-wearing
rap band Insane Clown Posse, a love for Faygo
soda and a general distaste for personal
hygiene. Family, an indie comedy from first-
time writer-director Laura Steinel, cheekily (or
so it hopes) co-opts both versions of the word,
making for a fitfully amusing, mildly rude
sitcom … topped off with cameos by Violent J
and Shaggy 2 Dope.

Steinel (a former staff writer on the

Amazon web series “Red Oaks”) clearly

watched the 2011 documentary American

Juggalo, came up with the premise for Family in

all of 60 seconds and thought to herself, “This

thing writes itself!” She starts by conceiving of

her main character, Kate. Kate (Taylor

Schilling from “Orange Is the New Black”) is

one of those cinematic corporate executives.

You know the type: Uptight, money-obsessed

and unloved by their overworked employees

and overlooked families. 

When we first meet Kate, she’s

incongruously running though the Gathering

of the Juggalos, covered in clown makeup and

absorbing the jeers of countless drunken ICP

fans. Goodness gracious! What could have led

this woman who loves “Beyoncé and a frisky

pinot noir” to such a wacky situation?

Seems that Kate, being such a self-centered

corporate go-getter, hates kids (and pregnant

women and parents and breeding in general).

This is driven home amply in the film’s

opening moments when she crashes an office

baby shower just to inform the mother-to-be

that she’s being cut out of a big account. 
Like some “Twilight Zone” universe, Family

immediately dispenses its main character some

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Jazz Toon
The South Broadway Library (located inside the
South Broadway Cultural Center at 1025
Broadway SE) presents a free family film
screening on Saturday, April 27. Starting at 1pm,
Disney’s 2009 fable The Princess and the Frog
screens in the library’s youth section. The
animated musical tells the story of a poor
waitress (voiced by Anika Noni Rose) in 1920s
New Orleans who tries to help a prince who has
been turned into a frog by an evil voodoo witch
doctor. This screening is free and open to the
public. 

Carrey On
The New Mexico Museum of Natural History
Foundation and the Albuquerque Film & Music
Experience join forces for another feature film
screening on the New Mexico Museum of
Natural History & Science’s DynaTheater
screen. This Saturday, April 27, starting at 3pm,
the DynaTheater brings the lights down on
director Michel Gondry and writer Charlie
Kaufman’s mind-bending 2004 sci-fi-tinged
romance Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind.
The film follows a shy man named Joel (Jim
Carrey) and a free-spirited woman named
Clementine (Kate Winslet) who suffer a terrible
breakup and undergo a cutting-edge medical
procedure to have their memories erased. But as
Joel’s past starts to crumble away, he finds
himself trapped in his own mind, unwilling to let
go of memories both beautiful and painful.
Tickets for this event are $10 for general
admission or $7.50 for Museum Foundation
members and AFME sponsors. For more info, or
to order tickets in advance, go to
naturalhistoryfoundation.org/afmx-movie-series

Family Film
The 2018 comedy Instant Family, starring Mark
Wahlberg and Rose Byrne, is scheduled to show
at the Central & Unser Library Children’s Activity
Room (8081 Central Ave. NW) from 1:30 to
3:30pm on Sunday, April 28. The PG-13 feature
centers on a couple who find themselves in over
their heads when they foster three children. The
family comedy is loosely based on the real-life
experiences of director and co-writer Sean
Anders. Admission is free and open to the public.

Oscar Short List
A locally made short film is attracting national
attention, having captured a top film festival
award on the way to Oscar recognition.
“Pozole,” directed by Jessica Mendez Sisqueiros
and produced by Jenn Garcia, is a dark comedy
about a young “mixed-race Latina woman” who
accidentally kills her grandmother, rather
ironically, on the woman’s 100th birthday. It was
shot on location in Albuquerque and in Phoenix,
utilizing a $25,000 grant from online data
transfer company WeTransfer. The film captured
the Best Narrative Short Film award at the
Cinequest Film & Creativity Festival in San Jose,
Calif. earlier this month, where it screened
alongside 132 other world and US premieres.
Cinequest is an Academy-qualifying festival,
meaning the “Pozole” team can now submit the
film for Oscar consideration. It’s a long shot, of
course. Of the roughly 100,000 short films
made every year, less than 150 qualify for
nomination. (That part’s over with.) Of those 150
or so, only 10 make the cut for the Academy
Awards’ Best Short Film (Narrative) category.
Best of luck, of course, to Sisqueiros and the rest
of the cast and crew of “Pozole.” Head to
pozolefilm.com for more info, including any
future screenings of the short.  a

heavy-handed karma. Seems that Kate’s
brother and sister-in-law (Eric Edelstein and
Allison Tolman) have a family emergency and
must leave town immediately. They’re going
to need Kate to look after her 11-year-old
niece, Maddie, for a night. Reluctantly (to say
the least) Kate drives from New York City to
the New Jersey suburbs (yuck!) to spend the
night with Maddie (boring!).

Turns out that Maddie (Bryn Vale) is a
large, awkward, mostly depressed young gal
who’s more than happy to be free of her
parents’ meddling for a night. Mom wants her
to be a pretty little ballerina, but Maddie
sneaks off to the nearby Taekwondo studio to
take martial arts lessons instead. Maddie
doesn’t want to wear dresses like other girls.
She prefers capes. She doesn’t like
cheerleading. She likes playing with swords.
And magic. Clearly, she’s not living up to her
parent’s middle-class expectations. Kate,
having little practice dealing with children,
bluntly advises her niece to, “have some
dignity. Take control of your life!”

Naturally, Maddie’s mom and dad get stuck
out of town, and Kate is prevailed upon to
look after the kid for a whole entire week. Cue
the string of comic bits involving poor
nutrition, catastrophic advice, wacky work
situations and drunken parent-teacher
conferences. 

At some point poor, friendless Maddie
crosses paths with an enthusiastic Insane
Clown Posse fan named Baby Joker (Fabrizio
Zacharee Guido). B.J. talks to Maddie about
his love for ICP. And because he treats her
like a normal human, she takes a shine to
him. Kate’s a lax substitute parent to say the
least—but even she draws the line at her 11-

year-old niece hanging out with a clown-faced
hoodlum.

Family milks a few decent punchlines out
of its juxtaposition of Kate’s selfishness and
Maddie’s desperate need for a sympathetic
parent figure. “SNL” star Kate McKinnon
scores a handful of laughs as an uptight
suburban neighbor. And anyone who’s seen
“Orange Is the New Black” knows Schilling
can milk the privileged white bitch character.
Matt Walsh (“Veep”) breezes through as one
of Kate’s coworkers but doesn’t get a lot to do. 

If you’re OK with sentimental storytelling
and cliché characters, Family works just fine.
You know those movies in which—over the
course of an hour and a half—horrible
characters transform into kindly, lovable
people? This is one of those movies. Kate
even finds time for a scene in which she
reconciles with her estranged father. Talk
about your busy weeks!

In the end Family is an odd beast. It’s a
good-natured, doggedly familiar indie
comedy/drama with the now-standard plea for
respecting the weirdness of oddballs and
outsiders while denouncing pretty
cheerleaders (who are all mean girls) and
people with good-paying (hence, soul-
crushing) jobs. And it all ends with an
extended punchline involving a trip to the
Gathering of the Juggalos and a cameo by
IPC. Though it ultimately and
heartwarmingly celebrates the tender kinship
of Juggalos (while ignoring the drunken,
criminal, overall “scrubby” side of that
subculture), its sentimental tidiness is hardly
edgy enough for any actual Juggalos in the
audience. (Who in their right mind brings a
couple of hip-hop clowns rapping about mass
murder into the mix if they’re just going to
smile and offer a pat moral about loving your
family?) Arriving at its promised but
considerably less-crazy-than-advertised
ending, Family is just a mild cultural curiosity
for parents, who will no doubt pepper their
kids with questions afterward. Good luck with
that. Woot, woot. a

Family
Familiar indie comedy invites some odd guests to the party

Family
Written and directed by Laura Steinel

Starring Taylor Schilling, Bryn Vale, Kate

McKInnon

Rated R

Opens Friday 4/26.

“Can I get a Woot, Woot?”
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TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

“Portals to Hell” (Travel 8pm) Ozzy
offspring Jack Osbourne hosts his own
ghost hunting reality show. Seems
pretty inevitable, really.

SATURDAY 27

“2019 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony” (HBO 6pm) The
Cure, Def Leppard, Janet Jackson,
Stevie Nicks, Radiohead, Roxy Music
and The Zombies make the cut this
year.

SUNDAY 28

“Aerial Britain” (Smithsonian 6pm)
“Mythical heroes, proud cultures and
thousands of years of rich history” are
seen from above in Smithsonian
Channel’s new high-flying series.

“The Red Line” (KRQE-13 7pm) This
ensemble-cast drama series follows
the impact on three different families
after a white cop in Chicago mistakenly
shoots and kills a black doctor. Noah
Wyle (“ER”), Noel Fisher (“Shameless”)
and Michael Patrick Thornton ( “Private
Practice”) headline the cast.

MONDAY 29

“The Show Must Go On: The Queen +
Adam Lambert Story” (KOAT-7 7pm)
ABC airs this rock doc about “American
Idol” star Adam Lambert taking over
vocal duties from Freddie Mercury in
Queen. Bohemian Rhapsody star Rami
Malek, “American Idol” judge Simon
Cowell and Taylor Hawkins of Foo
Fighters are among those interviewed.

TUESDAY 30

“Ingress: The Animation” (Netflix
streaming anytime) This new
anime series is based on
Niantic’s “augmented reality”
mobile game of the same name
(hence “The Animation”
clarification). It’s about a police
detective investigating a
mysterious laboratory explosion
who suddenly finds himself
imbued with the power of
psychometry—that is to say, the
ability to read the “memories” of
objects he touches.

WEDNESDAY 1

“Liberation Heroes: The Last
Eyewitnesses” (Discovery 5pm)
This “cautionary” documentary
was compiled as part of the USC
Shoah Foundation Visual History
Archive’s 25th anniversary. It
draws on a collection of 55,000
testimonies of survivors and
witnesses to the Holocaust and
other genocidal events recorded
since 1994, when Steven
Spielberg established the
organization after filming
Schindler’s List.

“The 2019 Billboard Music
Awards” (KOB-4 7pm) Kelly
Clarkson hosts, introducing such
popular musical acts as The
Jonas Brothers, Halsey, Lauren
Daigle, Khalid and Panic! at the
Disco. Mariah Carey gets the
ICON Award. a

THURSDAY 25

“Gotham” (KRQE-DT2 7pm) FOX’s
pre-Batman series closes out after
five seasons by finally letting Bruce
Wayne (David Mazouz) put on a
costume and fight arch enemies The
Joker (Cameron Monaghan) and
Bane (Shane West).

FRIDAY 26

“Chambers” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Netflix unveils its shot-in-
Albuquerque horror series about a
young heart transplant patient
(Sivan Alyra Rose) compelled to
investigate the mystery surrounding
the donor heart that saved her life
after she starts to take on certain,
shall we say, sinister characteristics
of the deceased. Uma Thurman and
Tony Goldwyn are also in the cast.

“Yankee” (Netflix streaming anytime)
Filmed in Mexico, this drug lord
drama finds an Arizona man on the
run from police, crossing the border
and getting deeply involved in high-
tech drug trafficking. 

My Mother’s Killer Boyfriend (LMN
6pm) It’s Lifetime Movie Network,
honey. The “killer” part is
understood.

TV News
Tidbits from Around the Dial

Spike’s New Joint
Spike Lee (BlacKkKlansman, Do the Right
Thing) is producing his first-ever kids’ film. See
You Yesterday is produced by Lee and directed
by first-timer Stefon Bristol. It centers on two
best friends and high school science whizzes
C.J. and Sebastian (Eden Duncan-Smith and
Danté Crichlow) who are working feverishly
on their latest invention, a couple of time-
traveling backpacks. But when C.J.’s older
brother dies after an an encounter with police,
the young scientists decide to put their
inventions to the test, going back in time to
save C.J.’s brother. The film premieres May 3
at the Tribeca Film Festival and is scheduled to
screen on Netflix starting May 17.

The Boys are Back
Amazon has released its first uncensored teaser
trailer for the dark superhero series “The
Boys.” This subversive series, filled with sex
and violence, is produced and created by Evan
Goldberg and Seth Rogen (The End, Superbad,
Sausage Party, “Preacher”). It’s based on the
Dynamite Entertainment comic book by writer
Garth Ennis and artist Darick Robertson. The
series takes place in a world where superheroes
are common but have become reckless and
corrupt thanks to their celebrity status. For
this reason the CIA has drafted a black ops
team to police, control and occasionally
assassinate rogue superheroes. Karl Urban,
Jennifer Esposito and Elisabeth Shue are
among the cast. Jack Quaid (The Hunger
Games, Logan Lucky) stars as “Wee Hughie”
Campbell, which is fine and all, but slightly
disappointing, considering cult star Simon
Pegg (Shaun of the Dead) was the clear
inspiration for the character. (To assuage

longtime fans, however, producers have given
Pegg a cameo as Hughie’s father.) The show
premieres July 26 on Amazon Prime.

Fox and Friends
Showtime has revealed a premiere date for its
seven-episode miniseries biopic about
controversial (and currently dead) Fox News
founder Roger Ailes. Russell Crowe stars as the
blowhard Aussie media mogul and Trump
advisor who was forced to resign as chairman
of Fox News following a string of sexual
harassment allegations. He died six months
later of a subdural hematoma. Titled “The
Loudest Voice” and based on Gabriel
Sherman’s bestselling book, the series starts
airing on Showtime on June 30.

Titans (of Industry)
The first season of the superhero series
“Titans” (a mature take DC’s popular “Teen
Titans”) debuted last fall on the digital
streaming service DC Direct to largely positive
reviews. Filming for the second season is
underway now in Toronto, and DC Direct
recently dropped some big casting news. Seems
that the series will be introducing the famed
mentor of team leader Dick Grayson/Robin
(Brenton Thwaites). Iain Glen (who plays Ser
Jorah Mormont on HBO’s “Game of
Thrones”) will join the cast in the second
season as a grizzled and aged Bruce
Wayne/Batman. Also joining in on the fun for
Season 2: comic book faves Deathstoke (Esai
Morales), Superboy (Joshua Orpin) and
Krypto the Super Dog (no word on who’s
playing that role). Season 2 is expected to
premiere on DC Direct this fall. a
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tury 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque
12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema)

The Curse of La Llorona
Hispanic boogeyman (boogeywoman?) La Llorona,
the ghost who patrols ditchbanks looking for way-
ward kids to drown, gets her own low-budget horror
outing. Here, a well-meaning social worker (Linda
Cardellini from “Freaks and Geeks”) ignores the
warnings of a troubled mother suspected of child
endangerment and finds herself and her own kids
drawn into the eerie supernatural realm of the weep-
ing spook. Paul Rodriguez is in there somewhere too.
93 minutes. R. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Dumbo
Tim Burton helms the latest in Disney’s unstoppable
parade of live-action remakes of animated classics.
Surprising no one, Burton opts for a much darker
take on the classic 1941 cartoon. The screenplay by
Ehren Kruger (Scream 3, The Ring, Transformers: Re-
venge of the Fallen, Ghost in the Shell) strips away
most of the familiar scenes, adding all sorts of com-
plications about wounded war vets, motherless chil-
dren and evil circus promoters. Colin Farrell, Michael
Keaton and Danny DeVito star. 112 minutes. PG.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Hellboy
British director Neil Marshall (Dog Soldiers, The De-
scent, Doomsday) helms this reboot of the super-
natural action series based on Mike Mignola’s comic
book of the same name. David Harbour (“Stranger
Things”) takes over for Ron Perlman as the demonic
superhero. In this outing, he’s battling an ancient
sorceress (Milla Jovovich) bent on some apocalyptic
revenge. 120 minutes. R. (Century Rio)

High Life 
Robert Pattinson (Twilight) and French legend Juli-
ette Binoche (The English Patient) star in this edgy
sci-fi drama for French director Claire Denis (Choco-
lat, White Material, Beau Trevail). The occasionally
mystifying story finds wayward astronaut Pattinson
on board a slowly failing spaceship with only one
other survivor, a baby. The film’s fractured timeline
mostly recalls what went wrong with the ill-fated
mission (which involves some death row inmates, a
black hole and, uh … a lot of semen). Let’s just say
things get very bad up in space. David Cronenberg
levels of sex and violence aside, this transgressive
sci-fi film frequently recalls Andrei Tarkovsky’s mini-
malist masterpiece Solaris. 110 minutes. R. (Cen-
tury Rio)

Kalank
Varun Dhawn (Humpty Sharma Ki Dulhania,) and
Alia Bhatt (Highway) star in this sweeping costumed
romance set in the 1940s during the partition of
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A Pistol For Ringo (1966)
Guild Cinema’s Spaghetti Western series continues
with this 1966 shoot-’em-up from director Duccio
Tessari (one of several uncredited screenwriters on
Sergio Leone’s A Fistful of Dollars). Montgomery
Wood (aka Giuliano Gemma) stars as the clean-cut
titular gunslinger who infiltrates a ranch full of Mexi-
can bank robbers to rescue a beautiful hostage. The
film spawned a string of sequels (both official and
unofficial). In Italian with English subtitles. 102 min-
utes. Unrated. (Guild Cinema)

When Harry Met Sally… (1989)
Billy Crystal and Meg Ryan star in this classic ro-
mantic comedy about two longtime best friends in
NYC who worry that sex could ruin their friendship.
Written by Nora Ephron and directed by Rob Reiner,
this remains funny and wise after 30 years. 95 min-
utes. R. (Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

STILL PLAYING

After 
Ralph Fiennes’ nephew Hero Fiennes Tiffin (no, re-
ally) and Josephine Langford (Wolf Creek) star in
this “new adult romance” (it’s a thing) about a vir-
ginal college freshman who falls for a hunky British
bad boy with a “dark secret.” It’s basically Fifty
Shades of Grey for teens and is based on the stu-
pidly popular book series (originally published on
the “social storytelling platform” Wattpad) by Anna
Todd. All her books are inspired by the music and
fandom of One Direction. (Honestly, I’m not making
this up.) 106 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio)

Breakthrough
Tragedy strikes when Joyce Smith’s adopted son falls
through the ice on a frozen lake in Missouri. Trapped
underwater for more than 15 minutes and rushed to
a local hospital, the 14-year-old is given a slim
chance of survival by doctors. But mom and dad
stay by his bedside praying for a miracle. This reli-
gious drama is based on the best-selling Christian
book The Impossible: The Miraculous Story of a
Mother’s Faith and Her Child’s Resurrection. So,
spoiler alert: He doesn’t die. Topher Grace (“That
’70s Show”) plays a pastor. 116 minutes. PG. (Cen-
tury Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albuquerque
12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema)

Captain Marvel
The new age of the Marvel Cinematic Universe be-
gins with something of a flashback. It’s the ’90s and
a young(er) Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson) encoun-
ters one of the universe’s most powerful beings, an
alien soldier caught in a war with a shape-shifting
race known as the Kree. But is Captain Marvel (Brie
Larson from Room) really an alien, or do her roots
lie far closer to Earth? 124 minutes. PG-13. (Cen-

 
NEW

Avengers: Endgame
It all comes down to this. After introducing dozens of
heroic characters over the past 10 years, and setting
up the tragic circumstances of Avengers: Infinity War,
the surviving Avengers (Captain America, Black
Widow, Thor, Hawkeye, Iron Man, The Hulk) team up
with the newly returned Captain Marvel (Brie Larson)
to make one last stand against death-loving alien
threat Thanos (Josh Brolin). Basically everyone who’s
ever been in a Marvel movie is part of this space-
and-time-spanning epic. 181 minutes. PG-13.
(Opens Thursday 4/25 at Century Rio, Century 14
Downtown, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Flix Brewhouse, AMC Albuquerque
12, High Ridge, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Dogman
From Matteo Garrone, director of 2008’s bruising
Mafia saga Gomorrah, comes this masterfully tense
revenge drama about a timid dog groomer (Marcello
Fonte) bullied into some petty criminal schemes by a
hulking ex-boxer named Simoncino (Edoardo Pesce).
But when Simoncino’s crimes escalate, our protago-
nist is finally pushed to the breaking point. Violent
and unflinching, but leavened with black humor and
a sympathetic lead, this dark character study isn’t
simply about crime and vengeance. It’s about what
attracts good men to evil men. In Italian with English
subtitles. 102 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 4/26
at Guild Cinema)

Family
Reviewed this issue. 85 minutes. R. (Opens Friday
4/26 at High Ridge)

Hearts on the Gila
Heart of the Gila, New Mexico Wild and the Center for
Biological Diversity present this “work in progress”
documentary from local filmmaker David Garcia. Four
years after losing their teenage children in a tragic
plane crash, three mothers embark on a 36-mile
boat journey down the Gila River and into the Gila
Wilderness in Southwestern New Mexico. Their kids,
avid environmentalists, were studying the effects of a
devastating forest fire when their plane went down in
high winds. Garcia documents the mother’s physical
journey as well as their emotional journey coming to
terms with their children’s legacy. A Q&A with film-
makers follows the screening. 100 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Thursday 5/2 at Guild Cinema)

Red Joan
Judi Dench stars as Joan Stanley, a nice old English
woman—who is exposed as the KGB’s longest-serving
British spy. Sir Trevor Nunn (multi-Tony Award-winning
theatrical director) helms this spy drama based on
the novel of the same name by Jennie Rooney (which
was itself inspired by the life of British civil
servant/KBG agent Melita Norwood). 101 minutes.
R. (Opens Friday 4/26 at High Ridge)

Styx
A successful and contented ER doctor (German ac-
tress Susanne Wolff) embarks on a one-woman solo
sailing trip to Ascension Island in the Atlantic Ocean.
Midway through her trip, she runs across a sinking
ship full of African refugees—and must make a mo-
mentous decision. This modern-day parable, set al-
most entirely on the ocean, tackles the helplessness
many sympathetic liberals feel when confronted by
the overwhelming desperation of the global refugee
crisis. In English and German with English subtitles.
94 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 4/26 at Guild
Cinema)

RETURNING

Battle Royale (2000)
In near-future Japan, an economically devastated
government deals with the problem of “unruly”
teenagers by choosing one high school class, strand-
ing them on an abandoned island and forcing the
students to kill their classmates until only one sur-
vivor is left. This is the Battle Royale Survival Program.
Highly prolific Japanese filmmaker Kinji Fukasaku
(The Green Slime, Black Lizard, Battles Without
Honor and Humanity, Doberman Cop) directs this
bloody sci-fi action film, based on the controversial
cult novel by Koushun Takami. 122 minutes. Unrated.
(Guild Cinema)

Avengers: Endgame

India. Dancing and kung fu are included at no extra
charge. In Hindi with English subtitles. 165 minutes.
Unrated. (Century 14 Downtown)

Little
Hollywood, tired of remakes and reboots (sorta), is
now really getting into opposites. So what’s the op-
posite of the smash hit Big, a bodyswap comedy
about a young white boy who magically wakes up in
the body of a grown up? Obviously, a bodyswap
comedy about a grown-up black woman who magi-
cally wakes up in the body of a young girl. Regina
Hall (Girls Trip) and Issa Rae (“Orange Is the New
Black”) star. 109 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio,
Century 14 Downtown, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema)

Missing Link
In this charming, adventurous stop-motion-animated
comedy from the makers of Coraline and Kubo and
the Two Strings, a Victorian adventurer (voiced by
Hugh Jackman) makes a bet that he can prove the
existence of Bigfoot. In the Pacific Northwest, he
meets a lonely and surprisingly erudite Sasquatch
(Zach Galifianakis) who begs for an escort to Tibet
so he can maybe meet his distant Yeti relatives.
What follows is an old-fashioned, Jules Verne-style
race around the world. The story is simple but unex-
pectedly touching, and the hand-crafted animation
is dazzling in its detail. Reviewed in v28 i15. 95
minutes. PG. (Century Rio)

The Mustang
Matthias Schoenaerts (Rust and Bone, The Danish
Girl) stars as a violent inmate in a Nevada prison
who gets the opportunity to take part in a rehabilita-
tion therapy program involving the training of wild
horses. It’s a well-worn story about redemption and
cute animals. But Schoenaerts breathes a lot of
emotion into the familiar proceedings. 96 minutes.
R. (Century 14 Downtown)

Penguins
Disneynature unveils its annual Earth Day documen-
tary offering. This one’s about penguins. Aimed at
the younger environmentalists out there, it tells the
“story” of Steve, an Adélie penguin who’s on a quest
to find a life partner and start a family in the icy
Antarctic. Ed Helms (The Hangover, “The Office”) nar-
rates. 76 minutes. G. (Century Rio, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Pet Sematary
The popular Stephen King horror novel, turned into a
movie back in 1989, gets a reboot. This time around
Jason Clarke (Terminator Genisys) and Amy Seimetz
(Alien: Covenant) are the grieving parents who turn
to a mysterious, mystical burial ground when their
daughter is accidentally killed. Nothing good comes
out of that, I can assure you. 101 minutes. R. (Cen-
tury Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12)

Film Capsules  continues on page 48 
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(Chris Pratt) has his optimism tested when his home-
town is turned into a post-apocalyptic wasteland and
his friends are all kidnapped by space aliens. Re-
viewed in v28 i6. 106 minutes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies
West)

Miss Bala
Gina Rodriguez (“Jane the Virgin”) stars as a strug-
gling Los Angeles makeup artist who gets caught in
the world of cross-border crime after returning home
to Tijuana to help out an old friend who has been kid-
napped. 100 minutes. PG-13. (Movies West)

No Manches Frida 2
The 2016 Spanish language hit No Manches Frida
followed a semi-smooth ex-con trying to recover some
hidden loot from a previous bank robbery—by posing
as a substitute teacher in the high school where the
money is now stuck. In this equally silly sequel, our
seemingly reformed criminal (Omar Chaparro) is get-
ting his wedding called off by nerdy-but-hot teacher
Lucy (Martha Higareda) and fighting to save the run-
down school from closure. 102 minutes. R. (Movies 8,
Movies West)

Run the Race
Two sports-playing brothers in a small Southern town
face escalating problems after their father abandons
them and their mother dies. Tim Tebow executive pro-
duced this “faith-based” sports drama. 101 minutes.
PG. (Movies 8)

The Upside
A wealthy hotel magnate (Bryan Cranston), rendered
quadriplegic in a hang-gliding accident, hires an un-
employed man with a criminal record (Kevin Hart) to
act as his live-in caregiver. Eventually, of course, the
two opposites become best buds in this remake of a
2011 French comedy-drama. 125 minutes. PG-13.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

Wonder Park
In this 3D-animated cartoon, a wildly imaginative
young girl who dreams up a magical amusement park
in her bedroom—only to discover that it exists out in
the nearby woods and is staffed by various talking an-
imals. 85 minutes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Shazam!
After years of wallowing in husky whispers and grim-
dark atmospheres, DC Comics/Warner Bros. finally
realizes that superhero movies should be fun, aspira-
tional and—dare we say it?—heroic. A streetwise 14-
year-old orphan (wide-eyed Asher Angel from Disney’s
“Andi Mack”) is contacted by an otherworldly wizard
who gifts him with a host of magical superpowers
(not to mention the ability to transform into a mus-
clebound adult—played by Zachary Levi). With the
help of his adoptive family, our “hero” does his best
to figure out his abilities (not to mention the meaning
of heroism). But it’s not long before an evil scientist
(Mark Stong as Dr. Sivana) shows up trying to steal
those powers. This entertaining and surprisingly
heartfelt action comedy trusts its source material, ac-
cepting the cartoonish elements and borrowing a lot
from Geoff Johns and Gary Frank’s “New 52” version
of the character. 132 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema)

Us
“We have met the enemy and he is us,” quipped car-
toonist Walt Kelly in his 1953 book The Pogo Papers.
Writer-director Jordan Peele takes that warning and
runs with it in this follow up to his 2017 horror
smash Get Out. In this unbelievably creepy home in-
vasion thriller, a happy middle-class family (Lupita
Nyong’o, Winston Duke and kids) finds itself stalked
and terrorized by a group of strangers who appear to
be their exact physical duplicates. 116 minutes. R.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema)

SECOND RUN

Alita: Battle Angel
Yukito Kishiro’s action-packed cyberpunk
manga/anime series Battle Angel Alita gets the live-
action treatment courtesy of director Robert Rodriguez
(Once Upon a Time in Mexico). A severely damaged
android in the form of a young girl (Rosa Salazar) is
found in a scrapheap by a rogue scientist (Christoph
Waltz). He rebuilds her, but she has no memory of her
past or the post-apocalyptic world in which she finds
herself. 122 minutes. PG-13. (Movies 8, Movies West)

The Best of Enemies
Taraji P. Henson stars in this biographical drama about
little-known civil rights activist Ann Atwater, who in
1971 went head-to-head with C.P. Ellis, the Exalted
Grand Cyclops of the Ku Klux Klan (played here by
Sam Rockwell), over the issue of school segregation.
Against all odds, she actually changed his mind, and
the two became close friends. 133 minutes. PG-13.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

Fighting With My Family
Brit Stephen Merchant (“The Office,” “Extras”) writes
and directs this good-natured, big-hearted comedy-
drama based on the true story of Saraya “Paige” Bevis
(played here by Florence Pugh from Lady Macbeth).
Bevis came from a family of professional wrestlers in
Norfolk, England, and tried out for the WWE as a
teenager alongside her brother—with the stipulation
that only one of them would get a contract. 108 min-
utes. PG-13. (Movies 8)

How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World
The coming-of-age-but-with-dragons trilogy rounds
out here with this emotional, exciting segment intro-
ducing a new dragon (a sparkling white female to
counterpoint our hero’s ebony pet/pal Toothless) and
a new villain (evil F. Murray Abraham, who’s deter-
mined to exterminate every last dragon). 104 min-
utes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Isn’t It Romantic
A young woman disenchanted with love (Rebel Wil-
son) finds herself trapped inside a cliché-filled ro-
mantic comedy. It’s from the maker of A Very Harold &
Kumar 3D Christmas, so you know you’re in good
hands. 88 minutes. PG-13. (Movies 8, Movies West)

The LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part
Chipper LEGO construction worker Emmett Brickowski

Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058

FILM | CAPSULES BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

nmhempiesta.comsta.comnmhem

August 10, 2019
BALLOON FIESTA PARK

Noon - 8pm

$5 parking · Entrance is FREE

Don't miss your chance to be a part of 

New Mexico's largest cannabis event! 

RESERVE YOUR BOOTH NOW!

email advertising@alibi.com

or call 505-346-0660 ext. 248

NEW MEXICO

Fim Capsules continued from page 46
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SONIC REDUCER
BY AUGUST MARCH

Blitzar
Purps [Single]
(Blitzar Media Group)

The new single by Burque

electronic funk ensemble

Blitzar is a call to the

majestic and mystical bong

standing on the totally

messed up coffee table

sitting in nearly every

hipsters living room—hey

don’t set that down on my Robert Mapplethorpe

special edition completist catalogue of freaky

photos, please. The record comes just as spring

blossoms everywhere and has a bouncy

frolicking syncopation throughout—just like the

Easter bunny, yo—perpetually suggesting that

party time is any time, but especially when

Purps is around. That short melodic phrase,

delivered with pep and purpose, becomes a

leitmotif for listeners. Every time it bounces out

of your speakers, take a toke. I did, and by the

time the tune transitioned into a second phase

complete with funky, plangent guitars floating

alongside, I was ready to dance. But squash the

autotune, dudes; it’s the psychic equivalent of a

water ring on your favorite picture book.

Peaceful Dissident
Nostalgia EP
(Self-Released)

This EP makes me have the

feels. I got shook up about

nature on the first track,

“Sunrise Chaser,” a smooth

jam that would go perfect

with a long drive into the

Southlands at dawn, when

everything on the horizon is pink and orange for

a moment and there is no wind at all except from

the wake of the car. The second track, “Culture

Shock” also speaks emotively, frozen at first

touch, but then becoming accessible as it leads

to an embrace that can only be a narrative about

the fraility of human interaction. It’s tasty yet

has an air of sadness about it. On the final cut,

“Childhood Crush,” things get metallic and

stressful at the beginning but all that is washed

away by a floating melody that practically

erases the fear of the unknown, like a small

flower blooming in a desert garden.

Cactus Warmuth
Attacktus
(Self-Released)

A man, his axe and a voice

beyond the normative are

just waiting to come out of

the hidden folds of reality

and present themselves to

you, dear readers, on this

album that evokes Burque

and invokes the spirit of Dylan and the

methodology of Kendrick Lamar to make the

case for indie folk-punk in a stunning collection

of 10 tunes. Those songs each demonstrate

how powerful simplicity combined with the

American vernacular can be when engaged in a

pleasantly discordant fashion that eshews

pretense and enfolds itself in the nonchalant

angst of youth. There’s so much good stuff on

this record that you better listen now, before

some big record company gets a hold of Cactus

Warmuth and changes his delivery for the sake

of corporate coherence. Favorite tracks:

“Methhead Neighbor,” “Bumming in

Albuquerque” and epic closer “Brownie.” a
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MUSIC | INTERVIEW

Stig Will Be Big
Jam band floats to the top

Weekly Alibi: Hello.

Artie Sadtler: Is this August March?

It is.

Well, hi! This is Artie from Stig. I’m calling for the

interview.

Hey man, how you doing?

I’m good, how are you?

Good. Say, do you have a few minutes to talk

about Stig? Are you gonna be the one that

talks? What about the other band members?

Everybody else is out doing stuff right now. So it’s

gonna be me. I am the mouthpiece of Stig!

Effing awesome, man. Tell me a little bit about

your band. You’re out there in the Western

mountains, eh, out in Flagstaff?

Yeah. Yeah man, we’re just in Flagstaff right now.

This is a break for us. We took the last few days

basically to drive from my home town, which is

Washington,    DC—after an awesome show—and

we took a few days to drive out to Flag. We still

have a day off, so we’re all just chillin’. We’re

relaxing to the max. Some of the guys are playing

disc golf.

So you drove your van all that way ...

Oh yeah, actually we started in Asheville the week

before that.

Oh, really?

We basically went, well you turn north at Nashville

and well, we drove all the way up to Vermont,

played some shows there, a little round of New

England gigs. That part of the tour ended in DC.

Now we’re at the beginning of the West Coast leg.

That must be one helluva van, huh?

[Laughs] It’s a Chevy Explorer.

So you’re like, the real deal touring jam band,

que no?

Hell yeah! I can’t even tell you dude! We have this
trailer that is just full of stuff right now. But even
before we had the trailer, we took out the last few
rows of seats [from the van] and stuffed as much
gear as we possibly could in that van. Forget about
seeing out the back of it. We would just squeeze
everyone in the front seats. But with the trailer, the
whole band can kick back and relax and we can
forget about all that gear. That’s pretty nice.

How long have you been living like this?

We’ve been a band for three years, and we’ve been
touring for the past two years.

Has touring been a successful approach to

your music? Have you grown an audience by

touring extensively? Do you have broader

picture of America; is that part of the deal?

Oh definitely. It’s all those things, to the max.
Touring has been hugely successful. We took a huge
risk and we’ve been to a lot of places. Over the past
two years, and especially after we moved to
Asheville last October, we’ve almost been nomadic.
Every member of the band is from a different part of
the country. So it’s been very easy for us to pick a
home base and then just kinda venture outward to
America from there. The result is, we’re here in
Flagstaff this week and we have a little following
here. We have a little bit of a following in Southern
California, too. And like Colorado. There are
definitely pockets of people that can get down to
Stig.

What do you mean by the term “getting down

to Stig?” Did you steal the ball of funk from

George Clinton and Parliament?

Oh dude [laughs heartily] you can try to steal

Clinton’s funk. But they have a real solid hold on

that thing. We do have end-user rights to that

funky ball, I do believe.

[Exhaling, coughing] Yeah man, I can dig it.

Stig is definitely funky. We’re a hard band to
describe, which honestly is pretty cool. We write
all of the music together; it’s very collaborative.
There’s not a single Stig song that you could
point to and say, “Oh, Ryan wrote that one” or
“Riley wrote that one.” Every decision we make
on a song happens through the group. We work
really well together, and a big reason for that is
because our influences are so all over the place.

What are you listening too, what’s

influencing Stig?

You know, man, I think honestly it might even
be deeper than our musical influences. I mean I
like metal and Riley and Tommy like jazz, but
Tommy also likes bluegrass and so forth and so
on. The musical influences we bring into the
band are really spread out. But we’re all united by
the fact that we really love playing our
instruments. That’s the biggest arbiter for all of us
as a unit. We’re always pushing our musicality,
our abilities.

So, like a lot of other jam bands—The Dead,

Phish, dare I say especially Ween—there’s a

real devotion to craft, isn’t there?

You’re just kind of always chasing it. It’s cool
being devoted to craft because the music never
stops. I mean, even if you get to the next level,
where it feels tighter—you know what I mean,
feeling like you’ve tapped into something you’ve
never tapped into before, whether it’s a
technique or a cool idea—there’s always room to
grow and things to explore. It’s a world of music
that you can pick out throu gh your instrument.
It’s vast. We’re trying to explore that space as a
unit. The sum is greater than the parts. We’re
just searching for something. [laughs].

Live or in the studio? Do you want to get in

the studio or is life on the road better for you

creatively?

Definitely out on the road, doing live shows. We
all love being in the studio, but our songs are
like, well, we write our songs to be played live.
When we play them live, we can just dive in.

Cool. Here’s my famous last question for

rockers. If a time traveler from the future

ended up at one of your shows and then

afterward approached you and asked you

straight up, bro, “What is Stig?” what would

you tell them?

I would say ... oh, man, they’re from the future? I
would just tell them that Stig is like sex. It’s
something you don’t really want to talk about,
but something you should just get out there and
experience for yourself.

That’s a totally awesome answer, see you

cats in Burque next week!

Hell yeah, August!a

BY AUGUST MARCH

W
ell that’s my predication anyway. How can
innumerable, tranced-out listeners, a record
industry thirsty for bright new acts and

literally thousands of miles of open road shape the
destiny of a genre-destroying, enjoyably knowing
jam band composed of formally trained but
freedom-loving mega-musicians?

That’s a dang good question and one that
came into my mind as I began my research on a
band called Stig. Along with local jam-masters
Pherkad (who we’ll interview next week) Stig
will be playing a gig on Thursday April 25 at
Burque’s newest rock club, Inside Out (622
Central Ave. SW), the former home of a joint
called Mezcal and much earlier in our town’s
rocanrol history, a legendary rock club known as
The Golden West.

Stig, it turns out, has been to Burque before.
The band (Riley Hoover, guitar; Artie Sadtler,
bass; Ryan Stigmon, saxophone; Jack
McChesney, drums; and Thomson Knoles,
keyboards) told me they were grateful that our
city showed them love at their last show. But
more importantly, who are these fab and
freewheeling freaks, and why is their sound so
amazingly alluring?

First let’s consider the term “jam band.” For
examples, I provide the following fellow travelers:
Grateful Dead, Blues Traveler, Phish, Ween and
maybe even The Flaming Lips. Though the shape
and sound of these genre-busting progenitors vary,
they all have three very important things in
common with Stig.

Jam bands like to jam. That is, they may spend
mad hours on one song, improvising wondrously
around some otherwise obscure arrangement that
they see fit to brew, bend and break for their
audience’s wanton pleasure—with a muscular
musicality that puts them in the same league as
some of this culture’s great players. Jam band
practitioners know they can play as well as any
jazzer or art music person, but they choose to jam
out instead.

Jam bands also have enclaves of loyal
followers. They make their name and their feria
from indulging the road and mixing it up with
fans who absolutely love what they hear and dig
it so much that they are willing to follow said jam
band from town to city to festival and back again,
just to hear their favorite tuneage take wing in
mulitudinous, myriad forms on a daily basis.

Jam bands are an American thing. You don’t
really see folks out on the road following
Radiohead, ABBA or Stereolab, for example. As
a phenomenon rooted in American soil and
possessed of American values and musical
antecedents galore, the way of the jam band is the
way of the beatnik, the traveling vagabond, the
hippie and the freak who are counting on the
kindness bestowed on the cities that made the
tour.

With all that in mind, I reached out to Stig.
Emails flew back and forth. Then came the
phone call. It was the outfit’s bassist, Artie
Sadtler, calling from Flagstaff, Ariz., with deets
about the latest, greatest jam band to gloriously
hit the road in the USA.

[Sound of phone ringing]

Stig & Pherkad

Thursday, April 25

Inside Out • 622 Central Ave. SW

7pm • $5 • 21+

Stig COURTESY OF THE ARTIST



 [52]     WEEKLY ALIBI APRIL 25-MAY 1, 2019



APRIL 25-MAY 1, 2019 WEEKLY ALIBI [53]

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS BY JOSHUA LEE

Driving Discourse
NM case raises intoxication questions

blood can be prosecuted for DUI. Opponents of
the law argue that there is no scientific basis for
the limit and have been trying to develop more
stringent alternatives.

Regular Canna Users and
Sedation
A small study conducted by researchers at
Community Hospital in Grand Junction, Colo.,
was released last week that found that regular
cannabis users can require up to twice the the

normal level of sedation as non-users during
surgical procedures. 

The paper, published in The Journal
of the American Osteopathic Association,
analyzed data from the medical records
of 250 people who underwent

endoscopic procedures after 2012
(the year Colorado legalized

recreational marijuana).
According to the study, patients
who smoked or ate cannabis on
a daily or weekly basis required

more medication to achieve
optimum sedation.

This finding highlights why it’s so
important to be honest with you physician
about your cannabis use. In this day and age, a
doctor giving you the stink eye over smoking
marijuana should be forced to eat their license.
If you find you have issues when you bring it up,
then it’s probably time to find another doctor.

Strain Corner
Last week I stuck my head in at Minerva Canna
(7103 Fourth Street NW Bldg. M) and found
the place was eerily quiet—a situation I’ve
never encountered there before. Seems
everyone was saving up for the big 420 sale and
I was the only sucker still making the rounds
the day before.

I luxuriated in all the space and took my
time choosing flower. I landed on Kosher Tangie
(THC: 18.7%—$10/gram) which smelled
strongly of its parent strain Tangie. Most Tangie
derivatives I’ve come into contact with were
sativa-dominant hybrids, but this one was
surprisingly indica-dominant according to the
listing. I was very curious.

The taste was also more reminiscent of
Tangie than its other parent, Kosher Kush—sour
and citrusy with a skunky bite. I immediately
noticed the indica effects of this strain (maybe
because I was looking for them). My body
relaxed quickly and I experienced a pleasant
buzzing sensation accompanied by a noticeable
release of pressure around my sinuses that I
hadn’t even been aware of.

Even with the pleasant body highs I was
experiencing, though, I still didn’t feel the
couch lock or heady sleepiness I generally
associate with indicas. In fact, a noted
improvement in my mood was probably the
most long-lasting and impressive effect.

It seemed like a pretty well-rounded hybrid
in my experience. I’d imagine it’s particularly
useful for those suffering from pain, and
especially from depression resulting from
chronic pain. a

A
s we make the increasingly inevitable slide
toward legalization, more nitty gritty (and
sobering) details about marijuana policy

are being raised. We’re seeing more eye-level
and frank discussions about subjects like
banking for cannabis companies and pre-
employment drug testing policy reform.
Conversations about the role cannabis might
play in the development of psychoses and its
negative effects on drivers are only beginning
to enter the head space of proponents. 

I don’t usually cover crime cases in this
space, but a recent New Mexico court
ruling highlighted some prevalent issues
surrounding “drugged driving.”

Last week a Rio Arriba County jury
acquitted a Hernández man of
vehicular homicide. Jeffery Atencio
was accused of driving under the
influence of marijuana in 2012,
resulting in the death of an
Edgewood woman. Vehicular
homicide DWI reportedly carries a
penalty of up to 15 years in prison.

This case was especially
interesting because it might be the
first DWI in New Mexico’s history in
which the only impairing substance involved
was cannabis. According to the Santa Fe New
Mexican, Chief Public Defender Ben Baur said
cases where marijuana is cited as a
contributing factor to impairment are
frequent, but he couldn’t remember any where
it was the only factor.

According to officers on the scene of the
accident, Atencio’s “words were slurred and
his mouth was white around the lips.”
Authorities said he was unsteady and
performed poorly on a field sobriety test.
Officers found a used pipe in Atencio’s pocket
when they arrested him, and he admitted that
he had smoked marijuana hours earlier in the
day.

Atencio’s defenders argued that there
wasn’t enough evidence of impairment and
that their client hadn’t shown any signs of
erratic driving before the accident occurred.
“In this case, my client basically didn’t check
his mirror a second time,” public defender
Sydney West told reporters. “The state did not
have an expert and did not have evidence to
prove the impairment.”

The problem is that proving that someone
was impaired by marijuana use isn’t as easy as
it is with alcohol. Currently, no test exists that
can reliably prove if someone is under the
influence or not. The presence of THC can be
detected in the body for weeks or even months
after the effects have gone away. There’s also a
serious lack of understanding when it comes to
tolerance differences between non-regular and
regular users.

Apparently, this is becoming more
commonly known, since the jury decided to go
with the lesser crime of careless driving, a
petty misdemeanor that carries a maximum
penalty of 90 days in jail.

While New Mexico has yet to set a legal
limit of impairment on THC consumption,
Colorado law specifies that drivers with five
nanograms of active THC in their whole
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): In the US, the day after
Thanksgiving typically features a spectacular shopping
orgy. On “Black Friday,” stores sell their products at
steep discounts and consumers spend their money
extravagantly. But the creators of the game Cards
Against Humanity have consistently satirized the
tradition. In 2013, for example, they staged a Black
Friday “anti-sale,” for which they raised their prices.
The coming weeks will be a favorable time for you to
try something similar. Is it possible you’re
undercharging for your products and services and
skills? If so, consider asking for more. Reassess your
true worth and seek appropriate rewards.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Whether or not you
believe in magic, magic believes in you right now. Will
you take advantage of the fancy gifts it has to offer? I
guess it’s possible that you’re not interested in seeing
deeper into the secret hearts of those you care for.
Maybe you’ll go “ho-hum” when shown how to
recognize a half-hidden opportunity that could bring
vitalizing changes. And you may think it’s not very
practical to romance the fire and the water at the same
time. But if you’re interested, all that good stuff will be
available for you. P.S. To maximize the effects of the
magic, believe in it.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In 1815, the most ferocious
volcanic eruption in human history exploded from
Mount Tambora in what’s now known as Indonesia. It
flung gas and ash all over the planet, causing weird
weather for three years. Sunlight dimmed,
temperatures plummeted, skies were tumultuous and
intense storms proliferated. Yet these conditions
ignited the imagination of author Mary Shelley,
inspiring her to write what was to become her most
notable work, Frankenstein. I suspect that you, too, will
ultimately generate at least one productive marvel in
response to the unusual events of the coming weeks.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): For over 40 years,
Cancerian musician Carlos Santana has made music
that blends rock and roll with Latin and African
rhythms. In the early years, his creations sold well, but
by the mid-1980s, his commercial success declined. For
a decade, he floundered. His fortunes began to improve
after a spectacular meditation session. Santana says
he was contacted by the archangel Metatron, who told
him how to generate material for a new album. The
result was Supernatural, which sold 30 million copies
and won nine Grammy Awards. I mention this,
Cancerian, because I suspect that you could soon
experience a more modest but still rousing variation of
Santana’s visitation. Are you interested? If so, the next
seven weeks will be a good time to seek it out—and be
very receptive to its possibility.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “Expergefactor” is an old
English word that has fallen out of use. In its original
sense, it meant something that wakes you up, like an
alarm clock or thunderstorm or your partner’s snoring.
But I want to revive “expergefactor” and expand its
meaning. In its new version, it will refer to an exciting
possibility or beloved goal that consistently motivates
you to spring out of bed in the morning and get your
day started. Your expergefactor could be an adventure
you’re planning or a masterpiece you’re working on or a
relationship that fills you with curiosity and
enchantment. In my astrological opinion, the coming
weeks will be an excellent time to identify and fine-
tune an expergefactor that will serve you well for a
long time.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): We live in a cultural
moment when satire, sarcasm, cynicism and irony are
prized as supreme emblems of intelligence. If you say
that you value sincerity and earnestness, you risk
being considered naive and unsophisticated.
Nevertheless, the current astrological omens suggest
that you will generate good fortune for yourself in the
coming weeks by making liberal use of sincerity and
earnestness. So please try not to fall into the easy trap
of relying on satire, sarcasm, cynicism and irony to
express yourself. As much as is practical, be kindly
frank and compassionately truthful and empathetically
genuine. (P.S. It’s a strategy that will serve your selfish
aims quite well.)

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): “Most people don’t find
their creativity,” mourned Libran author Truman
Capote. “There are more unsung geniuses that don’t
even know they have great talent.” If that describes
you even a little bit, I’m happy to let you know that
you’re close to stumbling upon events and insights that
could change that. If you respond to the prompts of
these unexpected openings, you will rouse a partially
dormant aspect of your genius, as well as a half-inert
stash of creativity and a semi-latent cache of
imaginativity.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Do you know the word
“sfumato”? Its literal meaning in Italian is “smoked.”
When used to describe a painting, it refers to blurred
borders between objects or fuzzy transitions between
areas of different colors. All the forms are soft and
hazy. I bring this to your attention because I suspect
the coming weeks will be a sfumato-like time for you.
You may find it a challenge to make precise
distinctions. Future and past may overlap, as well as
beginnings and endings. That doesn’t have to be a
problem as long as you’re willing to go with the
amorphous flow. In fact, it could even be pleasurable
and useful. You might be able to connect with
influences from which you’ve previously been shut off.
You could blend your energies together better with
people who’ve been unavailable.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “You have a right to
experiment with your life,” declared author Anaïs Nin. I
agree. You don’t necessarily have to be what you
started out to be. You can change your mind about
goals that you may at one time have thought were
permanent. I suspect you could be at one of these
pivot points right now, Sagittarius. Are there any
experiments you’d like to try? If so, keep in mind this
further counsel from Nin. It’s possible “you will make
mistakes. And they are right, too.”

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You have one main
task to accomplish in the coming weeks, Capricorn. It’ll
be simple and natural if you devote yourself to it
wholeheartedly. The only way it could possibly
become complicated and challenging is if you allow
your focus to be diffused by less important matters.
Ready for your assignment? It’s articulated in this
poem by Rupi Kaur: “bloom beautifully / dangerously /
loudly / bloom softly / however you need / just bloom.”

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): When the forces of the
Roman empire occupied the British Isles from the
years 43 to 410, they built 2,000 miles of roads. Their
methods were sophisticated. That’s why few new
roads were built in England until the eighteenth
century, and many of the same paths are still visible
and available today. In this spirit, and in accordance
with astrological omens, I recommend that you make
good use of an old system or network in the coming
weeks. This is one time when the past has blessings to
offer the future.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “I’m not enigmatic and
intriguing enough,” writes a Piscean blogger named
RiddleMaster. “I really must work harder. Maybe I’ll
start wearing ankle-length black leather coats,
billowing silk scarves imprinted with alchemical
symbols, and wide-brimmed hats. I’ll listen to
Cambodian folk songs and read rare books in ancient
Sanskrit. When someone dares to speak to me, I’ll utter
cryptic declarations like, ‘The prophecies will be
fulfilled soon enough.’” I understand RiddleMaster’s
feelings. You Pisceans need mystery almost as much
as you need food. But I believe you should set aside
that drive for a few weeks. The time has come for you
to show the world who you are with crisp candor. a

HOMEWORK: COMPOSE AN EXCITING PRAYER IN

WHICH YOU ASK FOR SOMETHING YOU’RE NOT

“SUPPOSED” TO. FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded

weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The

audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888

or (900) 950-7700.
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General Services

FLAT RATE PC REPAIRS Fairly
priced flat rate of $120 for all
remote and in-shop PC
repairs. 35 years experience!
Call 505.990.0166 for info.

Landscaping Services

**SPRING CLEAN UP** NM
Landscaping is in the Metro
area doing a Spring Clean Up
Special! Call today for your
free estimate. Anthony
5059741142

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

Employment

PROGRAM & OUTREACH
COORD. Quote Unquote, Inc.
is hiring! A Programming
Coordinator & Outreach
Coordinator are needed for
our media platforms.
Responsibilities will include
outreach, scheduling, & digital
content creation &
management. Experience with
media production and/or
graphic design a plus Submit

resume, cover letter and 3
references to ceo@quote-
unquote.org with position
desired in the subject line. 

WEEKLY ALIBI HAS OVER
175,000 READERS, every
generation, from the Baby
Busters to the Baby Boomers.
Distributed throughout Abq, Rio
Rancho, Corrales, East
Mountain, Bernalillo, Placitas,
Santa Fe and Los Lunas. The
Alibi is available at restaurants,

Apartments for Rent

MOVE IN TODAY! Fully
Furnished Studio Apartments –
no credit check & no lease
req. Call Now: 505-225-2673

Body & Soul

LOW RATES! Fully furnished
studios. FREE utilities. NO
CREDIT CHECK. Call now &
move in today: 505-225-
1216

NEWLY RENOVATED furnished
studios. Laundry Onsite. Cable
& Utilities INCLUDED. Call now:
505-226-6932

grocery stores, college
campuses, select retailers and
various downtown locations.
Coverage includes politics,
humor, film, opinion, music, art
and the most comprehensive
entertainment guide in Nuevo
Mexico. ¡Arriba!

READER NOTICE: The State of
New Mexico Department of
Regulation and licensing
requires registration numbers for
individuals who practice
massage therapy. These

registration numbers are
included in all ads within
category 300. Advertisers in this
category are registered and
licensed by the State of New
Mexico and are trained and
certified for therapeutic
massage. Advertisers in category
300 do not perform sexual
massages. Any concerns
regarding any of the advertisers
in this category should be
directed to: Weekly Alibi.

Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

THE WEEKLY ALIBI
CLASSIFIEDS are a great deal!
Call 346-0660 ext. 221.

Wellness

w
$59 CLEANING XRAYS
EXAM Dr. Jeffrey Supple

DMD would like to welcome
you! Call us for a $59 dental
cleaning, x-rays, and exam.
($325 value) All three services
must be scheduled. Tax not
included. Offer cannot be used
with insurance, or other
programs. If gum disease is
present, alternative treatment
may be necessary, and
additional cost may be involved.
Please call us to schedule your
appointment! 505-299-6950

GET A FREE TRIAL SESSION.
Improve bone density, strength

& balance. “I reversed my
Osteoporosis without drugs” -
Sally R. OsteoStrong Midtown:
883-8800 

Counseling/Psychiatry

ENVISAGE COUNSELING For
mental health. Licensed male
therapist located off
Tramway/I-40 Takes multiple
insurances, incl Medicaid and
Medicare, private pay 585-
2504

Licensed Massage

w
TANTRA MASSAGE &
TEACHING Give yourself

the gift of an AMAZING Tantra

Massage. Feel loved, honored,
celebrated, and educated.
Experience powerful healing
and pleasure on all levels -
physically, mentally,
emotionally, and spiritually. I
am a Professional Massage
Therapist(Lic.#2788), Life
Coach, and Tantra Teacher. I
offer to men and women, as
well as couples. Larger group
workshops coming soon. MANY
BLESSINGS Namaste, Julianne
#505-920-3083

HEAL & RELAX HEAL & RELAX
Skilled healing, deep
relaxation. 25 years
experience. Katrina LMT#6855
(505) 506-4016

innovative.massagetherapy.com

FULL BODY MASSAGE 20
years experience. Male
Massage Therapist. Providing
Full Body Massage. An hour
massage $50. An hour and
half $70. Includes hot stones if
desired. All inclusive. Please
call Avi at 505-697-8196 lic.
#9148

Martial Arts

3 MONTHS FOR PRICE OF 1
Sifu Dug has PM Tai Chi class
openings, 6:30 to 7:30 2 trial
classes free. 3 for 1 with sign
up. 505.306.0118

THOSE PANTS

I saw you. You had the most amazing pants ever!! They

were so shiny! I loved the way you boogied across the

dance floor. You looked like a mexican kurt cobain with

dance moves the king of pop would be proud of. We

didnt talk much. I remember you were sweating and i

told you to take off your jacket. And you replied. “No,

baby mans not hot. Never hot” ooo. I loved that. And

you went right back to dancing. You probably wont see

this but i hope you do. Cant want to see those moves

again. Be mine?

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Effex on 3/22/2019.

CURLS LOOKING LIKE HORNS IN YOUR

HAIR

I was walking down Lomas to the bus stop. You came

from taco bell. I got on after you; I had magenta

colored sunglasses and you had a white cardigan

sweater and blue jeans. Your hair was in 2 curly tails

looking like a ewe. I wanted to say happy birthday to

you when we locked eyes when you getting off the

bus, but I got shy. Hope to see you again.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Lomas and Juan Tabo on 3/26/2019.

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in the
Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!

outwest505 distributing 

505-277-9166
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BY Matt Jones

Across

1 “Buenos Aires” musical

6 A plus

11 “Power Is Power” singer
born Sol·na Imani Rowe

14 Moses’ mountain

15 Renault vehicle marketed
in the U.S. with a sorta-French
name

16 Singer Benatar

17 It may be stunning

18 It’s put on when being
courageous

20 Decays

22 “___ my case”

23 Cereal with a cuckoo
mascot

26 Hercules’ stepmother

30 Social critter

31 Krypton, e.g.

32 Number of novels in “The
Chronicles of Narnia”

33 First lady between Eleanor
and Mamie

35 Ring arbiter

37 Epic that includes the
Trojan Horse

38 Delivery person in a brown
uniform

41 He played House

44 Reddit event full of
questions

45 Early WWI river battle site

49 Dark-to-light hair coloring
trend

50 Gp. led by Mahmoud
Abbas

52 It may be a snap

53 Pre-”Happy Days” Ron
Howard role

54 Host of “The Voice”

58 Make amends

60 It may come before
overcast weather

61 Blockaded

65 PC platform with command
lines

68 World Cup chant

69 Flash drives, memory
cards, etc.

70 Some laptops

71 Ditch

72 Campus head, in
headlines

73 Movie studio that the
beginnings of the 5 theme
answers have in common

Down

1 Suffix with winning or best,
slangily

2 By way of

3 Category for fleas, but not
ticks

4 1990s cardio fad

5 Steering wheel safety
device

6 Calgary’s prov.

7 It’s absent in the Impact
font seen in many memes

8 Cold-weather wear

9 Roof overhangs

10 ___ leches cake

11 Hotel amenity

12 Efron of “17 Again”

13 Emulated Matt Stonie

19 Early Civil War battle site
in Tenn.

21 Hardly packed

23 Ride around town, maybe

24 Undivided

25 Like thrift-shop goods

27 March 16, for St. Patrick’s
Day (hey, someone tried it)

28 Big name in camping gear

29 As well as

32 “What’d I tell you?!”

34 Phantasmagoric

36 Address for a monk

37 “Elena of ___” (Disney
Channel cartoon)

39 Diner order

40 Little demons

41 Place to go in England?

42 Guitar store buy

43 Where, in Latin

46 Stretchy fabric

47 Nigiri fish, maybe

48 Singer LaMontagne

51 Like most itineraries

54 Software writer

55 Battery terminal

56 Do more repairs on

57 Plural seen way more in
Ancient Greek history than in
the modern decathlon

59 Short-term worker

61 Took home

62 Comedian Siddiq

63 Superman foe’s name

64 “King Kong” actress Wray

66 “Let You Love Me” singer
Rita

67 Lithuania, once (abbr.)
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“Start the Picture”—all featuring something in common.
BY RYAN NORTH






