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Dateline: Turkmenistan
Last week, Turkmenistan President
Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov released video
footage of himself stunt driving in a rally car
near the mouth of an burning crater to prove
that rumors of his death were unfounded.
According to CNN, Berdymukhamedov
disappeared from the public eye for several
weeks in July, prompting rumors concerning
his health to circulate. A Russian radio station
reportedly spoke to a little-known analyst who
claimed businessmen in Turkmenistan “who
have acquaintances in the security services”
told him the president was dead.
Berdymukhamedov’s death was widely
reported in Russian media, despite denials
from the Turkmenistan government. The
president’s lack of media presence made some
skeptical, however, as he often appears in state
media broadcasts. Last Sunday, a 25-minute
state-sponsored film was released that featured
a montage of footage showing
Berdymukhamedov riding horses, shooting
guns, exercising, composing music in a
recording studio, bowling and driving in
circles near the edge of the Darvaza Crater.
The crater is a natural gas cavern that was set
alight by Soviet geologists in 1971 to avoid the
spread of methane. The crater, commonly
known as the “Gateway to Hell,” has not
stopped burning since then. According to
Newsweek, the Turkmenistan government
released a statement claiming the president
was on vacation and “continues active art
activity, it is well-known that [the] Turkmen
leader invariably tries to pay some time to do
sport exercises, music, writing and scientific
work despite his tight working schedule filled
with important government affairs and events,
visits and high-level meetings.” Critics have
pointed out that the footage is heavily edited
and it’s not known when the scenes were
filmed. Turkmenistan is noted for its human
rights violations. Human Rights Watch has
accused Berdymukhamedov of being a dictator.
The nation is considered the second most
isolated country in the world, superceded only
by North Korea.

Dateline: Japan
A permanent museum dedicated to the poop
emoji has opened in Tokyo, Japan. According
to TimeOut, a temporary pop-up Unko
Museum (“unko” is Japanese for “poop”) was so
successful that a permanent site has opened.
The museum is a cute and colorful celebration
of the famous poop emoji, boasting neon
rainbow exhibits and installation art that
expresses the concept of Max Unko Kawaii

(“the maximum cuteness of poop”). The first
exhibition opened in March in Yokohama. It
was only meant to be a temporary installation
and was set to close in September, but the

response from visitors prompted organizers to
open a permanent site in Tokyo’s amusement
district, Odaiba. The new site is even larger
than the pop-up was and includes new poop-
related attractions. Visitors can expect to see
exhibits like a poop-shaped volcano that
expels smaller foam poops, lessons on restroom
terminology from around the world and an
entire room dedicated to Umberto, the
museum’s mascot—a man made of fecal matter
who always carries a toilet. An arcade known
as the “Kusogame Center” (“kuso” is a
derogatory Japanese term for poop) gives
players access to seven kuso-themed video
games. Tourists can still visit the original
exhibit in Yokohama until Sep. 30, but the
new museum will be a permanent fixture at
the DiverCity Tokyo Plaza shopping mall.

Dateline: Brazil
A Brazilian gang leader attempted to escape
prison by using an elaborate disguise and
posing as his daughter. The New York Times

reports that Clauvino da Silva—also known as
Baixinho (“Shorty”)—attempted a jailbreak
earlier this month during a visit from his 19-
year-old daughter. The Penitentiary
Administration Secretariat of Rio de Janeiro
released footage of the man wearing jeans, a
pink T-shirt, a hoodie, glasses and a silicone
mask. In the footage, the prisoner removes
each piece of the disguise before being asked
to identify himself. The video of the incident
went viral in Brazil and internationally.
Authorities are still unsure whether his
daughter, who exchanged places with him
during the incident, was involved in planning
the escape attempt. Police are investigating da
Silva’s visitors to find out where the prisoner
got his disguise. Da Silva, a member of
Brazilian drug gang Red Command, was
serving a 73-year sentence for drug trafficking.
It was reportedly not his first escape attempt.
According to The Guardian, da Silva was
found dead in his cell days later. Prison
officials say he committed suicide. 

Dateline: New Jersey
The owners of the infamous “Watcher” home
have finally sold the property at a loss.
Bloomberg reports that Derek and Maria
Broaddus bought the $1.4 million Westfield,
N.J., home in 2014 but never moved in after
they began receiving threatening letters signed
by a stalker calling themselves “The Watcher.”
The letters claimed that the writer had been
the spiritual guardian of the house for 20
years. “Why are you here? I will find out,” one
letter read. “Who has the bedrooms facing the
street? I’ll know as soon as you move in.” The
writer complained about renovations being
done to the house and claimed to have left an
object in one of the walls. The incidents
gained national attention in 2015 when the
Broaddus family sued the home’s previous
owners for not disclosing the existence of the
stalker. The case was dismissed. The family
tried to sell the home on a number of
occasions since the purchase but were
unsuccessful until recently. They reportedly
sold the house on July 1 for $959,360. a
Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.
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ICE Denied Access to NM Employer Files
New Mexico has denied federal immigration
authorities’ requests for access to the entire
state’s employment-records database on more
than one occasion this month.

According to KRQE, Workforce Solutions
Department Secretary Bill McCamley said
Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials
requested access to a New Mexico unemployment
database with records on employers and
employees throughout the state twice in the last
month. McCamley told reporters that the state will
only consider information requests made by
federal agencies if they pertain to specific
employers and are accompanied by a justification.
“What ICE wanted was unlimited direct access to
all employer data in the state and we’re not going
to do that,” he reportedly said.

ICE was reportedly given access to certain
data systems in Texas by the Texas Workforce
Commission. That database includes information
related to wage records, unemployment benefits
and employer information. ICE investigators told
Texas authorities that access to the information
would expedite requests from case agents.

Grants Awarded to NM to Battle

Opioid Crisis
A federal agency has granted $6 million to New
Mexico health programs in an effort to battle the
state’s opioid problem.

The Associated Press reports that New Mexico
congressional delegates said that the Health
Resources and Services Administration of the
federal Department of Health and Human Services
have awarded a number of grants to support
programs dedicated to opioid abuse treatment,
prevention, recovery and research efforts.

According to a statement from the delegation,
$2.5 million will go to support 15 health centers
across the state, and $2 million will go to Rio
Arriba County and El Centro Family Health in
Española. New Mexico State University will
receive $1.3 million to train students in behavioral
health related to substance abuse disorders and
$305,000 to train future psychologists who will
work with underserved populations. 

Task Force Talks New Teacher Evals
Last week, a group of New Mexico educators,
administrators, parents and union leaders met to
discuss plans for a permanent teacher
evaluation system.

Earlier this year, Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham
said the state will drop the previous educator
evaluation system after teachers’ unions
complained that it unfairly penalized educators for
low student test scores. In May, it was announced
that student test scores would be removed from
the evaluations.

But the state’s Public Education Department
has yet to come up with a permanent system to
evaluate teacher performance. According to
KRQE, a 46-member task force met in Rio
Rancho last week to discuss recommendations
for the new system. They hope to roll out the
changes within a year.

New Mexico is currently suffering through a
teacher shortage. According to New Mexico
State University’s 2018 NM Educator Vacancy
Report, there were 740 unfilled teaching
positions in grade levels K-12 last year and more
than 400 vacancies in other educator positions.
Education officials say they hope a less punitive
evaluation system will attract more educators
to the state. a

NEWS CITY BY JOSHUA LEE NEWS | COMMENTARY

Dum-dums for Dummies
Fragmenting bullets worsen gun violence issue

Such rules are codified internationally at
great length; the American version is titled,
quite logically, The Dept. of Defense Law of War
Manual. This singularly complete guide to the
management of violence encapsulates all
Geneva and Hague Conventions prohibiting
the use of poison gas and informing the
treatment of POWs and the types of weapons
used in war, but most importantly, it stresses the
philosophy of using the least application of force
necessary to defeat an enemy.

The American Civil War was a genesis for
terrible new weapons of modern warfare and
efforts to limit war’s destructive effects. President
Lincoln commissioned a treatise on the conduct
of war by German-American legal scholar and
political philosopher Francis Lieber, Instructions
for the Government of Armies of the United States in
the Field—these concepts of military necessity,
humanity and proportionality were largely
adopted. It was necessary to shoot an enemy but
not necessary to cause him to suffer further—
should he survive—by having shot him with an
exploding, expanding or poisoned bullet. This
would violate all three precepts and the strategic
goal of wearing down the enemy by their having
to take care of wounded soldiers.

Standard, “bullet-shaped” jacketed
ammunition is know as ball—a shout-out to
Revolutionary War-era muskets. “Dum-dum” is
British Army slang for modified ammunition—
filing the tip of a jacketed round will cause it to
fragment explosively inside an enemy, rather
than pass through, making it difficult to remove
surgically and the wound even more deadly. The
Hague Convention of 1899’s Declaration III
prohibits the use of expanding bullets in
international warfare. A good drill instructor will
point out that besides being against military law
and strategy, it will foul the barrel, making a
weapon—and therefore a soldier—less effective.

Hollow points are the worst of a wide variety
of dum-dums for sale to the American civilian
market. A conical depression in the tip of the
bullet collects compressed air when fired through
the atmosphere; that air is then forced through
the body of the bullet when it strikes an object,
causing it to expand and fragment. Picture a hole
the size of your finger expanding to the size of a

golf ball inside a human body. An almost
explosive effect results. These types of bullets are
not specifically eschewed by the US but are not
generally issued either.

Hollow points were supposedly developed for
police so that missed shots wouldn’t penetrate
walls, but the Air Police at KAFB don’t use them
and neither do most city police departments.
(We contacted APD to confirm their bullet use
policy, but had not heard back by press time.)

Instead, as with many other deadly
innovations, they are marketed to Americans
under the guise of self-defense. Instead of
historically crafted rules by militaries across
the world, Americans have NRA-sanctioned
advertising, encouraging young white men to
“get into the game” and increase “wound
channeling” with semi-jacketed hollow point
ammunition, which is more expensive of
course; after all, the taxpayer pays the surgeons
at public hospitals.

Hollow points and other modified
ammunition are available for every possible
caliber, from small pistols to .50 caliber sniper
rifles and are especially deadly when fired from
the AR-15. The grievous wounds described by
surgeons in the El Paso shooting may have been
exacerbated by fragmenting hollow point
ammunition. At the Las Vegas concert where 58
people died, one of the girls hit in the back of
the head had her entire right eye blown out. A
kid at Parkland still had a piece of AR-15
ammunition lodged behind her right eye when
she spoke at a March For Our Lives rally in
Washington, D.C.

When you hear about Gabrielle Giffords
or Malala Yousafzai surviving being shot in
the head, you can be sure that it was ball—
not hollow point—ammunition that caused
their wounds.

It is absolutely insane that auto-loading
weapons of war are for sale on the streets of
America. The fact that they are loaded with
bullets that even the military doesn’t use is
beyond the pale of insanity.

Welcome to the unholy trinity of auto-
loading rifles, pistols and modified ammunition.
After all, “dum-dums” is not just slang for
modified bullets. a

BY WINSTON SPENCER

S
tanley Kubrick’s film about the Vietnam War,
Full Metal Jacket, is relevant to today’s gun
debate: The descendants of the M16 (AR-

15) and AK-47 rifles are on the streets of
America. It’s too bad the same ammunition is
not. It may come as another nasty surprise that
much of the ammunition sold to American
civilians is actually considered too inhumane for
our own military to use on enemy soldiers.

The American military exercises an unseen
hand of control with the types of weapons and
ammunition they provide to troops, not least of
which is the fully jacketed rifle bullet. Conically
shaped lead is sheathed in a thin layer of copper,
steel or both because it maintains its shape when
striking an enemy and prevents premature wear
on barrels owing to lead buildup.

The goal of the professional military is to
wound but not to kill. A wounded soldier
consumes more resources than one at the front.
This is especially important where the
resources of an entire society are already
stretched thin. Ask Czar Nicholas II about the
impact that railway stations full of untreated
wounded soldiers have on public morale and
recruitment efforts.

The American military was quite satisfied
with the .30 caliber (7.62 mm) NATO round
used in both infantry rifles and light machine-
guns by ground troops, aircraft and ships across
the entire Western Alliance, greatly simplifying
supply and manufacture. Robert McNamara
threw a monkey wrench into this arrangement
by mandating use of the military version of the
AR-15, the .22 caliber (5.56 mm) M16. Its
smaller bullet was overcharged, causing a
grievous wound due to tumbling at distance and
fragmenting when it hits bone.

A person is much more likely to survive being
hit by a bullet that maintains its integrity; the
heavier rounds above .30 caliber are liable to pass
completely through a soldier, a wound that might
be survived long enough to occupy other troops,
removing several from combat and consuming
immense long-term resources. This tactical and
strategic goal was accomplished simply by the
types of ammunition issued.
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Candidates are vying to replace Rep. Ben Ray Lujan in Congressional District 3.

En El Norte
District 3 Congressional race heats up

BY AUGUST MARCH

T
o the North lies District 3. An oddly shaped
Congressional District that has seen its
share of gerrymandering—especially in the

past 10 years, when some of the southeastern
part of the district was reassigned to Southern
District 2—Congressional District 3 in the State
of New Mexico includes Rio Rancho, hence our
immediate interest in the district.

District 3 also includes a weird outcropping
that has similar boundaries to the Santolina
development project, Santa Ana Pueblo, Jemez
Pueblo, a good chunk of the Navajo Nation
and Algodones—but not the towns of
Bernalillo or Placitas.

All of those latter, non-included areas
are still in District 1, an area that includes
Albuquerque and is represented by Deb
Haaland. The rest of The Land of
Enchantment’s third congressional district
includes the northern part of the state,
from San Juan County in the far northwest
to Clayton, N.M. in the far corner of
Nuevo Mexico.

A Brief History
Since its creation in 1983, the Third
Congressional District has been a Democratic
stronghold. Today, registered Democrats
outnumber their Republican cohorts in the
district by a ratio of 2 to 1.

Bill Richardson was the first to hold the
office of Representative from this heavily
Hispanic and Native American district. A
lone Republican—Bill Redmond—held the
seat after former governor Richardson resigned
to take an assignment as the US Ambassador
to the United Nations in 1997.

Redmond lost the seat in the following
1998 general election, and since then,
Democrats have ruled the roost. Democrat
Tom Udall served until 1999, when he was
elected to the Senate.

His successor was Ben Ray Lujan, a stalwart
member of the Democratic Party who, upon
the announcement of Udall’s imminent
retirement from the Senate, announced that
he would like to follow in the Senator’s
footsteps, declaring himself a candidate for US
Senate and opening the district to an open
election in the upcoming 2020 government
horse race.

Lujan, a native of Nambe, N.M., has
served dutifully in his years as the
representative from District 3, generally
voting along party lines He leaves a legacy of
moderate Democratic successes that his
successors aim to add to or alter, depending on
their party and political proclivities.

Currently, 10 Democrats and 1 Republican
are vying for District 3. Here, we take a look at
the elephant and the top four donkeys in a
crowded yet well-defined match.

The Lone Elephant
Republicans have had an awful time finding
candidates that are electable in District 3. The
last two elections cycles have seen disorganized
and underfunded campaigns on the right from
the unqualified likes of Jerald Steve McFall, a
perennial candidate who has sometimes faced
disqualification because of his habit of filing to
run in several races at once.

This year is a bit different. As of press time,
one Republican has recently declared for the
position, while another candidate—donkey
turned elephant Brett Kokinadis—changed
their mind and decided to run in District 1
instead. Of the switch, Kokinadis told NM
Political Report, “It’s important that we show
unity within the Republican party and have
strong candidates in each race to offer voters an
alternative to the reckless ultra-progressive
agendas.”

His replacement of sorts in the District 3
contest is Farmington, N.M. millennial and
avid Donald Trump supporter Audra Brown.
The candidate recently participated in a
“Cowboys for Trump” horse ride through
Farmington and the adjacent area, kicking up
dust and getting to wave a big old American
flag in the process. She also told the local daily
up north that she was a big fan of the Second
Amendment, telling reporter Hanna Grover
that, “I believe very much in the Constitution.”

Donkey Number One
Of course the name recognition contest in this
battle of the wills on the Democratic side of the
fence goes to Valerie Plame. Plame, as you may
recall, is former CIA agent who was outed in
2003 and subsequently settled in Santa Fe. 

Plame has repeatedly told the media that
despite her roots and career outside New
Mexico, no place but our state feels like home
to her and that her main goal as a political
novice—“I’m not a professional politician,”

she’s quoted as telling Amarillo teevee news
reporter Lia Kamana—is to “be able to take
that searing life experience [in the CIA] and
turn it around and use it for good for the people
of New Mexico.”

Plame’s platform is progressive: She
advocates expanding Medicaid and Medicare to
all citizens and the candidate also supports the
Green New Deal.

As of press time, Plame is the funding leader
in an almost overcrowded Democratic primary
field. The Associated Press reported that Plame
raised nealy $240,000 in May and June. Further,
many of those donations were from individuals
who each donated $200 or less. That’s a lot of
voters, and Plame has garnered national
attention based on that fact alone. Notably,
actor Bryan Cranston has endorsed Plame and
also contributed to her campaign. This
particular issue has caused at least one
contender to cry foul, claiming that most of
Plame’s contributors live out of state.

Donkey Number Two
Marco Serna, the District Attorney from Santa
Fe, is running for Ben Ray Lujan’s seat, using a
platform that matches his long history of
engagement with local issues during his service
as Assistant Attorney General, and later as the
Assistant District Attorney in both Sandoval
and Valencia Counties.

Serna is running on the strength of his
policy positions, which include addressing the
opioid epidemic as a public health issue,
legalizing marijuana, enacting comprehensive
healthcare reform, increasing the minimum
wage to $15 per hour, creating a national paid
family leave program, and distancing the state
from the fossil fuel industry—as an economic
measure, as well as for scientific and ethical
reasons, too.

Serna also displays an attention to economic
priorities that is well reasoned and well
informed. The candidate favors tax breaks for

small businesses and an end to tax cuts that
benefit the wealthy and corporate interests
ahead of working families.

Serna comes from a New Mexico political
family: His father is longtime Democratic
operative Eric Serna.

Democrat Number Three
Santa Fe Attorney Teresa Leger Fernandez
describes herself as “a daughter of Northern
New Mexico.” A Yale alumna and a Stanford
graduate as well, Fernandez has long been
involved in community and tribal issues around
the state.

Notably, Fernandez was part of the legal
representation for a group of citizens that
fought for—and ultimately saw implemented—
ranked choice voting in Santa Fe’s last
municipal election.

In fact, Fernandez’s wide-ranging and
intensive experience in community service
related and public policy-making positions
distinguishes her in this crowded election to
succeed Ben Ray Lujan.

She’s served on the boards of Homewise, Las
Acequias de Chupadero, New Mexico
Community Foundation and MALDEF, the
Latino legal voice for civil rights in America.
Yet despite these awesome credentials, the
candidate has yet to define a specific platform
or any policy initiatives she may take, opting to
state instead, “I am running for Congress to
take bold action because now is the time to act
to protect all that you and I love.”

Donkey Number Four
Sandoval County Manager Laura Montoya
entered the race for District 3 at the start of last
month. Montoya, like Serna, comes from a
political family. Her father was a Las Vegas,
N.M. City Councilor and many of her
immediate kin have held state positions
throughout the years in El Norte.

Montoya has served on the New Mexico
State Senate Finance Committee and also
worked as a constituent services representative
for now-retired US Senator Jeff Bingaman. The
candidate wants her focus to be on economic
development, behavioral health issues and
improving access to quality healthcare for New
Mexicans. And she also claims to be fiercely
independent, telling the Taos News recently,
“I’m not taking money from pharmaceuticals,
payday lenders, tobacco industry or corporate
oil and gas,” she said. “And the reason for that
is because I want to be able to go into D.C. and
make sure that the priority is the people who I
am supposed to represent and serve.”

Next week, we round out our early coverage of the
District 3 Congressional election with a look at the
remaining Democratic candidates: Rob Apodaca,
Cameron Chick, Gavin Kaiser, Mark McDonald,
Jaymeson Pegue and Joseph Sanchez. a
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getting their Wilderness EMT or their Wilderness
First Responder certification. Maybe they want to
become a backpacking guide or a white-water
rafting guide. There are also unconventional paths
they can pursue with their education award.

How many go into forestry or conservation
work?
We have definitely placed some of our corps
members with Fish and Wildlife and with the
Forest Service. It’s hard to keep track of them after
they leave, but just this past season, the folks that
graduated yesterday, out of the 36, there were four
that I can think of off the top of my head that said,
“I wasn’t really sure what I wanted to do before I
participated in this program and now this is just a
calling for me. Now I want to go to school and
study biology so that I can get a job like some of
the people that we’ve worked with this season.”
They observe our partners at these different
projects and what they do in their line of work as
part of their job. We also have a feature of the
program called the mentor mixer where we bring
in conservation professionals from a variety of
fields. We had a bear and cougar biologist, a
landscape architect, someone from the Forest
Service, someone from Fish and Wildlife, Sarah
Hurteau from The Nature Conservancy. They
move between tables round robin and get to ask
all of these questions—What did you study? What
do you wish you would have studied? What do you
like best about your job?—If they like, they can go
with one of these folks and shadow them for a day,
paid to learn out more about what it is that they
do. Hopefully, that will help provide them a little
bit of direction in terms of what might be a viable
career path. It may be conservation and it may
not, but we hope what they take with them is
little bit more of a service ethic then they entered
the program with, in terms of wanting to help the
broader community. Even if they want to be an
accountant, hopefully there will be parts of the
program that they carry forward.

How can people find out more?
Our website is youthcorps.org. We are currently
taking applications for our fall season.

What’s the deadline for that?
The season starts the first week of September. I
will take applications until mid-August. a
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BY CLARKE CONDÉ

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

A
s the temperature rose on a Saturday
morning in August, volunteers gathered at
the corner of San Mateo Boulevard and

Southern Avenue to build a park out of a weed
and trash-strewn lot here on the edge of
Albuquerque’s International District. As part of
the Nature Conservancy’s Urban Conservation
Program, this pop-up park’s aim was to add some
green space to an otherwise blistering stretch of
road. While neighbors were there to arrange the
planters, fill them with trees and set up the
benches and rain barrels, the work of constructing
the planters and benches themselves began earlier
with the Rocky Mountain Youth Corps. This is
where Janus Herrera comes in.

Janus Herrera is the education specialist for the
Middle Rio Grande Office of the Rocky Mountain
Youth Corps. She works with New Mexico youth
through AmeriCorps contracts on conservation,
preservation and recreation projects that build
skills and develop job readiness. Weekly Alibi
caught up with Janus Herrera raking up weeds and
trash at the pop-up park build day to learn more
about this often-overlooked educational
opportunity right here in New Mexico. The
following is an edited version of that conversation.

Weekly Alibi: When did the building portion
of this project begin?
Janus Herrera: It was a week from this past
Monday. 

Is this a regular summer program, or was this
specific to this event?
We run different seasonal crews. The crew that was
working on this particular project had started in
the springtime and they just graduated yesterday.
It’s a six-month term of service that they sign up
for. During that time, they get job training skills,
personal and professional development and then,
upon completion of the program, as a part of the
AmeriCorps contract, they also get a scholarship
award to use to pursue post-secondary schooling.

How old are these young people?
Eighteen to 25-year-olds for our spring season.
Our summer crews run 17 to 25. 

Is this the capstone of the program or just
one aspect of it?
Throughout the program, this crew worked on a
lot of different projects. This was the last project
they did of the season but they also did forest
monitoring. They went to measure the diameter
of trees, the health of the trees, look for signs of
infestation, look at what other trees were growing
relative to a particular tree. In this same
neighborhood [the International District] on
Earth Day, they did a tree planting event. On that
particular day, there were over 100 trees that went
into this neighborhood. That same crew came and
helped load the trees, take them where they
needed to go, plant the trees and mulch them in.
This is typical of our program. We work with a lot
of project partners to find a diverse spectrum of
environmental and conservation-based projects

ARTS | INTERVIEW

Emerging Idea
Albuquerque artist Sarah Cummings presents a
one-day show of her work titled Chrysalis - The
Art of Sarah Cummings at OT Circus (709
Central Ave. NW) on Saturday, Aug. 17 from
5pm to 9pm. In a unique approach to financing
the show, OT Circus will be holding a raffle
every half-hour during the exhibit, where the
artist will be raffling off a total of eight “artsy
prizes.” Get yourself a raffle ticket for $5 or five
for $20 and go home with something
unexpected. One hundred percent of the raffle
money goes to the artist, so how can you go
wrong? For more information on this free, all-
ages event, see otcircus.com.

Far Out NM
You can make all the jokes you want about
hippies, but New Mexico was just far out enough
from the rest of American culture in the ’60s to
become a haven for those interested in tuning in,
turning on, etc. to become inextricably linked to
the counterculture movement in ways that can
still be felt today. Join historian Jack Loeffler at
the Albuquerque Museum of Art and History
(2000 Mountain Rd. NW) on Sunday, Aug. 18 at
1pm for Counterculture in New Mexico as he
uses audio clips to delve into the ways in which
the culture and geography of New Mexico
influenced the counterculture movement and
vice versa. For more information on this free, all-
ages event, see cabq.gov/museum.

Insectia Compendia
If you enjoy the open spaces and backyard
places of Albuquerque but would like to know
more about the insects that crawl on you while
you are there, then join photographer and
entomologist Dave Melius on Saturday, Aug. 17
at 1pm at Open Space Visitor Center –
Albuquerque (6500 Coors Blvd. NW) for Insects
of Albuquerque’s Open Space: Pollinators and
their Predators. Melius presents slides of all your
favorite creepy crawlers and maybe some new
friends at this this free, all-ages event. Space is
limited, so call 897-8831 early to reserve your
seat for this bug-filled event.

A Kernel of Inspiration
Albuquerque Poet Laureate Michelle Otero will
be joined by local students and possibly you in
creating and performing original poems inspired
by the exhibit Seed: Climate Change Resilience
on Thursday, Aug. 15 at 7pm at the Albuquerque
Museum of Art and History (2000 Mountain Rd.
NW). Walk through the exhibit and see what
sprouts in your mind. For more information on
this free, all-ages event, see cabq.gov/museum.

There Goes the Neighborhood
Opening with a reception on Aug. 16 from 5pm to
8pm at Keep Contemporary (142 Lincoln Ave.
Santa Fe) is Neighborhood Codices. Three
artists—Nani Chacon, Ricardo Estrada and
Antonio Mejia—offer their modern vision of the
urban indigenous experience as their part of the
continuum within the long tradition of urban
visual storytelling that began in pre-Columbia
Mesoamerica, and continues today on the walls
of urban places from the artists’ homes of New
Mexico and Los Angeles. For more information
on this free, all-ages event, see
keepcontemporary.com. a

Youth Building a Future Outside
A Conversation with Rocky Mountain Youth Corps’ Janus Herrera

that will give them life skills and, at the same
time, improve the community. 

Are these all young men? Are there women
in the program?
We strongly encourage women to join because
the conservation fields tend to be male-
dominated. We like to bring young women in and
have them build a fence for the first time when
they’ve never touched a tool. The young women
that worked on this project talked about how it
was really empowering for them to build
something with their hands because it wasn’t
something they had done before. 

These are all young people from New
Mexico?
The vast majority are from New Mexico. We do
outreach to the reservations. That is another
group that we try to encourage to join because
they are underrepresented in conservation. We
do occasionally get members that come from out
of state, but our primary focus is local youth and
the local economy.

How many people worked on this particular
project?
If you can believe it, we only had six youth that
built all of this in eight days.

How many are in the program at any given
time?
It varies a little bit. We just had five crews
graduate yesterday. Between the five crews,
there were five supervisors and an additional 36.
Our summer crews will be graduating Friday. For
the summer crews, it’s an additional 20.

Tell me about the scholarship they receive.
AmeriCorps participants receive the Segal
Education Award as part of their contract. Because
they receive just a living stipend, it’s really not a
huge wage that they are earning. A big incentive
is the scholarship which can be used at any Title
IX school of their choice within the next seven
years. So, they don’t have to use it right away if
they are still exploring career paths. It doesn’t
have to be used at once. They can also use it for
some alternative programs like the National
Outdoor Leadership School or the Boulder
Outdoor Survival School if they are interested in

Janus Herrera with the Rocky Mountain Youth Corps readies a vacant lot for a new pop-up park in

the International District.
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to cleave: poems
Barbara Rockman Situates Poems in Place

ARTS | MAGNIFIED

apex of sky, disappear as we, in our unfeathered
flesh, drop down to sleep.” This poem is in the
final chapter, which features many poems
about married life and follows the chapters
about watching one’s children develop. 

The poem that gave me chills is titled
“What I married into.” This poem described
the feeling of longing for a mother-in-law’s
overbearing authority in the kitchen after her
death. The description of her mother-in-law’s
recipe and her realization that she loved her
mother-in-law simply because they loved the
same man (her husband) are chilling, and
sincerely inspired. I recommend this book to
locals, especially. The beauty of our state has
been well captured by a scholar from
Massachusetts who now lives in Santa Fe,
N.M. Further, the beauty of family is portrayed
in such a way that any reader should find these
poems intelligible and illuminating. The first
couple of chapters seem deeply devoted to
setting the stage for the later chapters on
family. As a whole, the book feels like poetry
about family life, but the first chapters set the
stage for the kind of place where this family
exists. Even the poems about traveling are
reflective of the Southwest, such as “Flying
Home from the Pacific Coast Rim, I Consider
the Rio Grande Rift.” In a sense, this book is a
traditional book of poems that paints a portrait
of nature with carefully crafted words in verse.
Its uniqueness is that it is also a portrait of a
particular family and what it means to them to
be where they are—in the land of
enchantment. a

BY WENDY BUSTAMANTE

A
local teacher of poetry has published her
work with UNM Press. This particular
collection is organized around themes of

familial relations. If you have ever read Yeats or
Keats, you know what it is like to read a
profound description of a simple aspect of
nature. The collection of poems in to cleave:
poems take a form like that of 19th century
British poetry, but feature a different subject—
domestic family life. The author tells an
intimate story through her poetry about her
relationship with her husband, her daughters
and their pets. Barbara Rockman tells all about
her family’s day trips to parts of New Mexico
that local readers will easily recognize. Her
poems are identifiable in the sense that they
are locally placed as well as the sense that they
are about familial relations. Her odes are not to
Grecian urns, but rather to the coyote and the
ravens. Her poetry will resonate with local
New Mexicans regardless of their own
knowledge of formal poetry.

The book includes a multitude of poems
about the author’s daughters. One is titled “My
Hipster.” This title, among others, situates itself
among contemporary language. These poems
are about current moments in the life of
someone living in New Mexico and raising her
children here. This collection is, at the same
time, poetry on the particularity of her family
members and domestic life here in New
Mexico more generally. For example, “After
Birding at Cochiti Lake” is about an experience
shared between the author and her husband,
but anyone who has been to Cochiti Lake will
easily envision “the sequined mallard” and the
“pintail duck” whilst the “Geese cry, reach the

to cleave: poems by Barbara Rockman PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ

to cleave: poems
by Barbara Rockman

Now available from University of

New Mexico Press



FOOD | RESTAURANT REVIEW

BY DAN PENNINGTON

M
y early college years were interesting, to
say the least, as I would assume most
others feel about their own. Struggling to

get by on my meager earnings while living on
my own, eating something other than ramen or
scrambled eggs was truly a treat. But one place
captured my attention and wallet more than
any other, which was Times Square Deli Mart.
Truly capturing the essence of New York, it was
a small market and restaurant that just made
some killer sandwiches. Manny, the owner, was
an absolute delight to interact with, and you
could tell that love went into what he made
and sold. Its eventual sale followed by a closing
was devastating, as I no longer had a favorite
place to get a good sandwich. And so my
wandering journey into the desert of bread and
meat began.

My ears perked up when I heard that a
long-closed deli had reopened, but sadly, it
wasn’t Times Square Deli. Instead, it was a
place that someone called “Pierogi Heaven.”
While not the actual name of the business,
that was all I needed to hear. What I found
was Red Rock Deli, a place that has been on
most people’s radars for a long time, but had
never crossed mine. 

The new location is still on the up and up,
and like most of the best places to eat in New
Mexico, it’s tucked away and hidden. The tiny
strip mall behind the Denny’s off of Cutler
Avenue and San Mateo Boulevard houses this
gem. Walking in, I instantly went back to my
college days. The storefront is loaded with out
of country goods; there’s a freezer with different
cuts of meat and a smattering of tables within. 

The menu is fully fleshed out with enough
variety to suit most anyone’s dining needs, with
sandwiches, soups, sausages, pierogies, desserts
and more. My lunchtime investigation brought
me the classic Polish sausage, the Russian
roulette of pierogis, the Polish menudo and the
Italian beef sandwich. And the verdict? On the
whole, everything was nothing short of
amazing. Every bite was a shock to my system
of spices and quality I wasn’t ready for, and I
overate to a degree that is nearly insane. As my
good friend Victor Balbian-Flores would say,
“Much like the beloved pierogi, I am also warm
and full of potatoes.” 

Let’s talk pierogies first. For $7.99, you get
six of these amazing dumplings with a generous
side of sour cream. Now maybe you weren’t as
lucky as I was to have dated multiple women of
Polish descent who loved making these, but in
essence, they’re typically potato dumplings.
The offerings here include combinations of
potato, cheese, bacon, kraut, spinach, pork and
mushroom. All in all, there’s 10 different styles
on menu, and if you’re feeling brave or
adventurous, you can order a random six rather
than picking your own. “Pierogi Heaven” was
right. They were soft, hot and fresh out the
kitchen, comfortable in their familiarity and

because it was shockingly pungent and brought
tears to my eyes, although those might have
been from happiness. 

Now, on these three alone, I had a monster
of a meal on my hands. But I saw a table tent
with an Italian beef sandwich. I mentioned
that early Times Square Deli did the best
sandwiches in town, and my go to was “The
Godfather,” a roast beef and provolone
sandwich laden with butter and garlic. The
picture on that table tent was identical to this
sandwich of olden days that brought me so
much joy. I never had a choice. I needed to
know. Could they possibly pull off a replication
of a treasured part of my youth? 

At $9.35, it was a touch pricier than I
would have liked, but I earnestly mean it when
I say this: I’d pay more for it if they asked me
to, because it filled that hole in my heart. With
Vienna beef, your choice of cheese, hot and/or
sweet peppers and a homemade Italian gravy,
this sandwich hit every important note I
needed it to. The first bite was bliss, and the
second was dipped in the Italian gravy. I handle
spicy well. That gravy knocked me back
physically a few inches from the wave of spicy
heat that it hit. My face had feeling in places
that haven’t felt anything in years. Before I
knew it, I had finished the whole thing and was
craving another, despite my stomach’s protests
that it physically couldn’t fit anything else. 

I never ate at the original Red Rock Deli,
but I have to say I’m thrilled they’re doing a
comeback tour right now. This is some of the
most consistent and solid food I’ve eaten in
this city. It’s not some elaborate show of
presentation and crazy creation. This is
tradition and love, and it’s simply sublime. a

Ain’t No Land Like Poland
Red Rock Deli makes Poland proud

utterly divine. No lunch outing here would be
proper if you skipped trying these.

Next up was the Polish menudo, running up
a cost of $9.50, but labeled as “better than any
menudo you have ever tried!” Now, this was a
bold claim, considering New Mexican menudo
is kind of a big deal around here. The bowl was
enormous and came with a crispy French bread
roll, which helped justify the cost. The big
difference here is … actually, the similarities
are easier to note. It’s a tripe-based dish, so skip
out on the idea of posole being comparable
here. This dish is essentially flaki, with beef
stomach strips and seasoning to knock your
face off. It’s hard not to notice the heavy use of
pepper in this dish, which isn’t necessarily
something I’m in love with but worked well in
the dish itself. 

The classic Polish sausage was an absolute
steal for $5.99, featuring a sizeable sausage in a
crispy French bread roll, topped with jalapeno,
pickles, onions and a brown mustard. The first
bite was messy bliss that consumed my mouth.
The crisp snap of the pickles sent a small chill
down my spine that let me know they were
very fresh and helped moderate the heat from
the sausage itself. The onion must have been
chopped straight onto the sausage itself,

Comfort Food In Comfort Zone

As I prepare to move to a new home, I’ve found
my kitchen woefully empty and packed up,
leaving me on a mad dash to pick up quick bites
to eat where possible. Not content to fill myself
with the shockingly feeble attempts at food that
Burger King and other fast food joints manage
to push out, I recently got one of those phone
delivery apps that bring the food to me. What I
thought was going to be a selection of mostly
low-tier fast food joints has shown me a whole
world of delivery options I never thought
possible. Nothing is quite as enjoyable as having
a whole meal from a decent place delivered to
the comfort of home and avoiding the weird
neurosis I feel when other people watch me eat.
So here are my recommendations for non-
traditional delivery restaurants via app ordering
for the nights you’re just not feeling it.

Five Dudes Felt Weird
Five Guys Burgers & Fries is one of those weird
guilty pleasures. There are a ton of places that
do some really wild and amazing burgers, but for
some reason, everytime I go to Five Guys, I feel
like I’m treating myself to something special.
The massive amount of food they manage to
give you with your order is absolutely incredible.
Is it our city’s best burger? No, but it’s so
enjoyable to eat that it hardly matters. Add onto
that an order of fries that could legally kill a
person from the sheer amount of them, and you
have a meal worth taking time out of your day.
My biggest issue? None are close to me, and I
don’t feel like driving to go there. Having a king’s
meal brought to my door? Even better.

Saucy and Sassy
Saggios is one of those places you sometimes
forget exists when you aren’t on campus
constantly. For the years of college I attended,
nothing beat their combo deal of a slice with a
cannoli, and I ordered it more times than I care
to openly own up to. But featuring far more than
just pizza, they have a sizeable menu full of
Italian delights worth digging into. My
grandmother would kill me if I told her I don’t
take the time to make my own pasta, but
sometimes you need a fettuccine Bolognese
and you need it fast. Saggios steps up to the
plate with some truly baller sauce that is hearty
and filling, with a premium al dente pasta that
gives you the good feelings you crave. Even
better, I can now eat it at home without looking
around like a 4-year-old eating their first pasta
dish, face covered in red and looking foolish.
Could I eat smaller bites and wipe my face off?
Sure, but that’s not fun, and half of eating is
enjoying yourself. a

THE DISH

BY DAN PENNINGTON
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There is never a bad day for pierogi. ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY

Red Rock Deli
2414 San Mateo Pl. NE

505-332-9656
facebook.com/redrockdeliabq

Hours: 11am-7pm everyday
Vibe: NYC deli but Polish

Alibi Recommends: Pieorogis, Italian beef,
classic Polish sausage
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Looking for Tail at TD’s
TD’s Showclub serves a solid surf and turf

FOOD | FOOD ON THE MOVE

head chef, Elijah, the lobsters are handpicked by
him and his team, and they get steamed and hit
with fresh lemon and paprika, just like any high-
end place you’d order lobster from. 

The steak was a medium-rare cook, and I
could tell from the taste of it, because I
physically couldn’t see the color inside due to
the dark interior of the club. That alone was
incredible. It wasn’t super chewy, and it had
been properly marinated. According to Elijah,
they marinate it for 24 hours with a
Worcestershire marinade, adding onion and
garlic to help give it a more rounded profile,
then lightly salt-and-peppered for the extra
seasoning. It solidly outclassed steaks I’ve had at
some local national chains. 

When I spoke with Elijah about how they
managed a rather large menu in a small kitchen
staffed by two people, he brought up the fact
that he’s been a cook for 17 years, and it’s not
just another job, but something he loves. Just
because it’s made in a strip club didn’t mean that
quality or care suffered. They prep everything
fresh daily, toss all the old and have a lot of pride
in the work they do. For lunch that day, they
had already done over 50 tickets. 

Is this the city’s best surf and turf dinner? No,
though I doubt that point was ever up for
debate. Is it a really solid dinner for $12, and
better than some places that sell those dinners
for two to three times the price? Yeah, honestly,
it is. I was expecting a lot to happen from this,
but really the biggest thing was that I was
earnestly impressed by the quality. It’s not a date
night spot, though it could be a fun change of
pace for couples. But if you are going out for the
night with friends, need a solid place to kick off
your Friday night and want to eat something
good, give it a shot. It definitely beats watching
Netflix with a microwave pizza. a

BY DAN PENNINGTON

W
ith this week being our Back to School
issue, many students are finding
alternative income streams to supplement

the semester, and the age-old profession of nude
dancing is arguably one of the most lucrative. In
the logs of the life of Dan Pennington, one of
the more bizarre occurrences of my high school
years had me being close friends with an adult
dancer. She was a very good friend who worked
at one of the local clubs, but she also worked the
phones and the built-in store for a bit of side
cash. I was often invited to come have lunch
with her while she worked, and my senior year
was full of open blocks around lunch, so I
obliged. The amount of times I ate lunch in a
strip club while in high school was, honestly,
shocking. I would show up with Chinese food or
pizza or the next great discovery we had found to
sit at the front counter and talk about comics
with my friend while (typically) older men came
in to peruse sex toys. 

But I never ate there during club hours, and
as far as I knew, there was never a kitchen on
site. Well, for 11 years, I never gave any more
thought to it, and never had much interest in
going back. Until I saw the sign for $12 steak
and lobster Friday nights at TD’s Eubank
Showclub (2120 Eubank Blvd. NE). “There’s no
way that can be good, right?” I remarked to a
friend I was driving with. They shrugged and
went back to mindlessly scrolling on their
phone, but the seed was planted. I had to know:
How comparable is a strip club dinner to a sit
down restaurant?

In the interest of full disclosure, I did let
them know we were coming a day ahead of time,
namely to sort out issues with photography. It’s
been a long time since I had last visited such a
club, but I remember pretty clearly that walking
in with a camera and a bunch of equipment to
shoot with typically goes over badly. That said, I
wanted this to be up-front and honest, so I’ll just
treat it like I would any place else. 

I really don’t know what I was expecting.
Half of me was bracing for some of the most
heinous food poisoning of my life. I was
admittedly a little shocked when the food came
out. The presentation of the plate was fairly
professional. It was laid out exactly as it is in the
picture, with a nice salad in the center. And so
there I was, after a strip club photo session,
standing over a Surf and Turf dinner and
jumping right in. 

You know what? It was good. Plain and
simple, I really liked it. I openly acknowledge
that fresh seafood in the middle of the desert is a
difficult thing to pull off, and I wasn’t holding
them to the standards of some place like
Pappadeaux. The lobster wasn’t overdone, it had
a perfect amount of freshly squeezed lemon juice
on it to accentuate the delicate flavors you’re
looking for. The side of melted butter just helped
add that extra bit of flavor on the tongue that
brought a smile to my face. It didn’t taste super-
fishy, it was soft and not chewy. Talking with the

Call to find out about our NEW vendor specials

Antiques, Collectibles, Furniture
Consignment & Much More

Mon - Sat 10:00am to 6:00pm
Sun 12:00pm to 5:00pm

4616 Central Ave. SE
ABQ, NM 87108

(505) 265-3161
ClassicCenturySquare.com

Classic
Century Square

Classic
Century Square

Classic
Century Square

Just look at how nice that lobster looks! 
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EVENT | PREVIEWS

EVENT HORIZON AUGUST 15-21

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

SUNDAY AUGUST 18

SATURDAY AUGUST 17

MONDAY AUGUST 19

LET ME GET SOME ACTION FROM THE
BACK SECTION

On Tuesday, Aug. 20, catch a concert by hip-hop nation gods Mary J. Blige
and Nas. The two ’90s rap and soul superstars—famous for hits like Blige’s
inimitable “Be Without You” or Nas’ hip-hop anthem, “It Ain’t Hard to Tell,”
gig at Isleta Amphitheater at 8pm in a concert guaranteed to move your
body, whether or not you have access to the fabled hot sauce recipe
reportedly kept in the safe of mystery rapper Nathanial Hörnblowér. The
funk cometh, so boogie on down; lawn tickets start at $31 and VIP
packages begin at $250. ISLETA AMPHITHEATER 5601 UNIVERSITY BLVD SE, 8PM

alibi.com/v/6q8e. (August March) a

DISTILL
AND CHILL

On Sunday, Aug. 18, a
gathering converges.
Not just any gathering,
it’s the 3rd Annual NM
Distiller’s Guild Festival
and Bartending
Competition. From 5
to 8pm, at the Hyatt
Regency Downtown,
bartenders from across
the state submit their
recipes in hopes of
being chosen to
compete for the
prestigious honor. Try
certain drinks on sale
from 11 top New
Mexico distilleries.

Tickets are $35 for regular entry, which includes parking and a
tasting glass, but for $45, you get VIP seating, a private tasting of
the winning submissions and entry to an exclusive after-party.
This is a 21-plus event. For more information, visit hollowspirits.com
or call 505-217-5465. HYATT REGENCY DOWNTOWN 330 TIJERAS AVE NW, 5
TO 8PM alibi.com/v/6lp3. (Dan Rayne Pennington) a

READY OR NOT, HERE I COME!

The Delfonics Revue, a trio of musicians who are only
vaguely associated with the original legendary R&B act,
but still roll righteously—we’re pretty sure this version
doesn’t include surviving original member Greg Hill—
makes an appearance at Leo’s Nightclub on Saturday,
Aug. 17. This particular group of R&B musicians with a
soulful twist includes Norman Carter, who once sang
backup for the band. Although the identities of Carter’s
ensemble are otherwise obscure, this is a decent
show, especially if you’re into groovy Delfonics’ numbers
from their smash hit album, Sound of Sexy Soul. Ch-
check it out kidz: Admission to this ill night of deep
soul singing costs but one Jackson ($20); you must
be over 21 to enter the chambers as doors open at
5pm. LEO’S N IGHTCLUB 1119 CANDELARIA RD NW, 5PM

alibi.com/v/6p19. (August March) a

SORT OF LIKE A
VIRGIN

The Guild Cinema celebrates the Queen
of Pop’s latest revolution around the
Sun with an all-out freak fest. Join the
rest of the Ciccone youth at the Madonna
Birthday Bash, this Friday, Aug. 16 at
10:30pm. Watch a special screening of
the classic 1985 film Desperately
Seeking Susan—starring the icon at the
height of her career—and compete for
prizes in the costume contest (open to
any and all Madonna eras) and trivia
challenge. General admission is $8.
GUILD CINEMA 3405 CENTRAL AVE NE, 10:30PM

TO 1AM alibi.com/v/6pu0. (Joshua Lee) a

RED, GREEN AND ALL
DAY SATURDAY

Spend the day eating fresh chile and
generally whooping it up with the whole
family at the Bosque Chile Festival on
Aug. 17 from 10am to 6pm at National
Hispanic Cultural Center. There are
cooking demonstrations, food trucks,
craft vendors and craft beers, a
chicharron competition, a fun run and
a poetry slam. It’s $5 if you are over 12
and free if you are not. For more
information on this all-ages event, see
nhccnm.org. NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL

CENTER 1701 FOURTH STREET SW, 10AM TO 6PM

alibi.com/v/6q85. (Clarke Condé) a

KNEE DEEP IN THE
HOOPLA

Saturday, Aug. 17, is this year’s last iteration
of Summerfest, Burque’s quintessential
summertime party happening at Ventana
Ranch Community Park. This last great free
family-friendly, city-sponsored event of summer
2019 starts at 5pm—complete with food
trucks, craft beer and children’s activities
galore and features notable local outfits like
the Todd Tijerina Band, DK & The Affordables
and Son Como Son  . Reminder: We built this
city on rock and roll, so roll on over, Westsiders!
VENTANA RANCH PARK 10000 UNIVERSE NW, 5 TO

10PM alibi.com/v/6n04. (August March) a

TUESDAY AUGUST 20

Calendar continues on page 22 

FRIDAY AUGUST 16  

THE MOTEL IN ALBUQUERQUE

Gone are the days (if they every really existed) of the open road, the giant
ball of twine and the family truckster packed with Grandma, Sparky and 2.3
children asking if they are there yet from the backseat. In the ’50s and ’60s,
the mythology of the West was largely a fictional manifestation spurred on by
cheap gas, paid vacations and Baby Boomers watching “Rawhide” from
Eastern suburbs, but here in Albuquerque, we were ready to receive them.
Former Albuquerque Library manager Joe Sabatini speaks on the evolution
of Albuquerque motels, and the role of the automobiles and highway
systems that brought people to them, on Monday, Aug. 19 at 1pm the Loma
Colorado Main Library in Rio Rancho. For more information on this free, all-
ages event, see riorancholibraries.org. LOMA COLORADO MAIN LIBRARY 755 LOMA

COLORADO NE, 1 TO 2PM alibi.com/v/6nh7. (Clarke Condé) a

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

IMAGE COURTESY OF NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTERIMAGE COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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FEATURE |BACK TO SCHOOL

After some formalities, Griego cut us
loose to snap some photos. Because the
place was empty, it was also quiet. The paint
on the lockers—in school colors—was fresh
and the whole place smelled of purple and
gold interior latex.

I thought of all the people who had come
and gone over the years in that place, all the
hopes and dreams and all the
disappointments and nightmares, too. The
ghosts of the past met with and communed
with the spirit of the future, right here, I
thought as we walked through the cafeteria,
the library, the darkened hallways.

NEW LEADERSHIP
Our trip to Valley High School came on the
same day that Democratic Governor
Michelle Lujan Grisham named a new head
of the state’s Public Education Department.
Late Tuesday afternoon, Ryan Stewart—an
accomplished administrator and educator
from Philadelphia’s non-profit sector—a
career educator who also worked teaching
eighth grade in California, was appointed to
replace Karen Trujillo. The former
education secretary was abruptly dismissed
three weeks ago.

Though narratives about the dismissal vary

depending on which side of the issue one

examines, it’s clear that our new governor and

her administration have specific goals and a

singular vision. And that vision is an urgent

one. Failure to get on board with those two

agenda items in regard to education can be

deleterious to one’s continued membership in

the rising tide that is education reform in New

Mexico.

A COURT RULING
Last summer—and before the general election

in November that swept Lujan Grisham and

her followers into power on a massive blue

wave—First Judicial District Judge Sarah

Singleton ruled on the consolidated lawsuits

Yazzie v. State of New Mexico and Martinez v.

State of New Mexico, actions filed by the

Mexican American Legal Defense and

Education Fund (MALDEF) and The New

Mexico Center On Law and Poverty on behalf

of the citizens of The Land of Enchantment.

The court found that public school funding

was inadequate and so violated provisions in

the New Mexico State Constitution. This

unlawful situation, the court decided, violated

equal protection and due process rights for

economically disadvantaged students, English

language learners and Native Americans

enrolled in New Mexico’s system of public

schools.

Singleton’s lengthy ruling pointed out that

the public schools in New Mexico provided

inadequate curricula, teachers and

Education Reform in New Mexico
The past and the future come together at school

BY AUGUST MARCH

I
t was the first day of school. On that
Monday afternoon just passed, just after
lunch, the executive director of

communications at Albuquerque Public
Schools responded to Weekly Alibi’s request
to take photographs at one of their fine
educational facilities.

We drove over to Valley High School. It
was after the final bell and the place was
mostly deserted. Two students sat in front of
the administration building but were unsure
if anyone was around to help us.

I found an unlocked door—just like I
used to when I was a high school senior—
and headed to the office. I knocked and a
woman answered. She seemed startled to see
that we were actually in the building. I
politely told her of our business at the
school and she went and retrieved the
principal, Mr. Anthony Griego. As we
waited for the administrator to appear, I
looked over the photos of former principals
on display in the main office, looking for
familiar faces or traces of some history or
another that might make the place more
sensible to me.

instructional materials to those it served. In

order to provide reasonable materials,

curriculum and instruction, schools must

provide essential programs such as pre-K,

summer school and after-school programs to

address address these deficiencies and properly

serve at-risk student populations.

PROFICIENCY
The court case also provided testing

documentation that was startling enough to

Judge Singleton, that it clearly helped form

the opinion that the situation was dire and

required immediate attention from our state

leaders.

Standardized test data released as Singleton

considered ruling in the case showed that

among public school students in New Mexico,

only 33 percent are proficient in English; only

20 percent are proficient in math.

Looking at and parsing the test results and

data, contained in a NM Public Education

Department publication called 2017-2018

Student Assessment Results, gives some

insight into Singleton’s decision to hold the

state accountable for what amounts to a failure

to educate its own citizens.

Almost ironically—but certainly with the

gravitas of truth holding it up—the report

prefaces itself by determining that New

Mexico students are “demonstrating

unprecedented growth in reading and math”

and that student gains over the past few years

have been “substantial.” That’s fine and dandy,

until one examines the data itself.

COREY YAZZIE

COREY YAZZIE



[20]     WEEKLY ALIBI AUGUST 15-21, 2019

Thirty-three percent in English and 20

percent in math may seem low, but the

numbers for previous years are grievously

lower. In 2015, overall math proficiency was

rated at less than 17.5 percent; English

language skills languished at almost 26.5

percent. Certainly some progress has been

made, but there is obviously much to be done

to correct this long-term learning problem.

Further, the report found that, among New

Mexico students, English language

proficiency hovered in the 30th percentile

range, until the 11th grade when it showed a

marked increase of at least 10 percentage

points.

Demographically, the test data shows the

following to be true: White students

definitely tend to test better. The test results

show an overall English language proficiency

of 46.7 percent for those students, while

English language proficiency rates for black,

Hispanic and Native American students were

usually about half that figure, between 22 and

27 percent.

Mathematics proficiency, meanwhile,

remains low across demographic lines.

Between elementary and middle school and

then again between middle school and high

school, math proficiency rates drop

precipitously. The rate is about 32 percent

among third graders, but only 20 percent

among eighth graders. Among eleventh

graders, mathematics proficiency in public

schools across New Mexico was rated at 8.3

percent.

The numbers for high school math

proficiency are abysmal. Only 5 percent of

11th graders were proficient at geometry and

less than 9 percent were proficient in Algebra

II skills. The report does note an interesting

anomaly though. Ninth graders taking the

algebra II exam performed in the 40th

percentile (47.2 percent were proficient).

The PARCC testing report continues for

42 pages, parsing the data into various

schemes, breaking the results apart

demographically, by school, by geographic

region, et cetera. Although the report

provides an optimistic outlook on the future

of public education in New Mexico—there

have, after all, been small gains in the past

few years—it’s evident that Judge Singleton’s

concerns reflect those of the state’s citizens at

large.

Creating and sustaining an economically

and cultural successful version of New

Mexico hinges on creating and maintaining

an effective and evolved public school

system.

THE PLAN

In her ruling, Judge Singleton wrote about

the immediate need for reform, ordering that,

“The Defendants will be given until April 15,

2019, to take immediate steps to ensure that

New Mexico schools have the resources

necessary to give at-risk students the

opportunity to obtain a uniform and

sufficient education that prepares them for

college and career. Reforms to the current

system of financing public education and

managing schools should address the

shortcomings of the current system by

ensuring, as a part of that process, that every

public school in New Mexico would have the

resources necessary for providing the

opportunity for a sufficient education for all

at-risk students.”

FEATURE |BACK TO SCHOOL

COREY YAZZIE
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By at-risk students—reminded of the data
in the PARCC report—it’s clear that
Singleton means every public school student
currently enrolled in the state of New Mexico.

Local educators are on board with the
choice of Ryan Stewart to head the
department and begin implementing changes
that will not only satisfy the courts, but also
bring quality education to the state’s students.

Mimi Stewart, the New Mexico Senate
Majority Whip, told the local daily yesterday
that she too is optimistic about the new
leadership at NM PED, saying, “What I’m
excited about is how much work he’s
[Stewart’s] done the last 10 years or so in
looking at innovation around teaching with
students who are struggling.”

The reform plan itself goes something like
this. Using the surplus of money that has its
roots in the recent oil and gas boom in The
Land of Enchantment, the legislature and the
governor appropriated money—more than
$480 million this year—to implement a
sustainable pre-K education program, increase
teacher salaries, reach out to low-income
students and provide incentives to encourage
individuals school districts to lengthen the
school year with summer school programs.

Over $37 million of that cash infusion will
go to raising teacher and staff salaries. Another
$62 million will go to adding up to 10 days to
class schedules in districts with low student
performance. Recent studies show that
students grasp and retain reading and math
knowledge better when given more time to do
so. Most importantly, $113 million has been
set aside to address the skills of at-risk
students, including low-income students,
Native American students and special
education students. Partnerships with private
institutions outside the public schools will

supplement such outreach programs by
potentially providing counseling services as
well as food and clothing to children in need.

In addition, the Lujan Grisham
administration canned the PARCC test.
They’re still in the process of looking at a
better set of assessment tools. The cancellation
of the process that ranked schools using an A
to F grading scale, combined with new
professional compensation packages for
educators, should help get teachers on track to
be openly supportive of the changes that will
inevitably come.

THE FUTURE

But of course—just like that empty newness
that I experienced at Valley High School the
other day—the future remains unwritten, yet
possessed by both the past and the future.

New Mexico has been at the bottom the
educational pile for many years and the subject
of education reform has reverberated through
the Roundhouse for as many decades, as the
voices in that old school have been echoing
through the well-used hallways and
classrooms.

The fact that it took a court decision—and
the implicit threat of judiciary oversight of the
PED—to get the ball rolling says something
about governance in New Mexico.

Perhaps Governor Lujan Grisham’s quick
decision to replace PED Secretary Trujillo with
newcomer Ryan Stewart speaks more to her
realization of the urgency of settling this
matter before the courts have to step in and
mandate change, having been given the input
of the people instead of the policy-makers in
the legislature who have allowed the problem
to fester for years.

Like the first day of school, only time will
tell the outcome of such engagements. a

COREY YAZZIE
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FRIDAY AUG 16

KIDS
ABQ BIOPARK AQUARIUM Aquarium Overnight. Learn about
ocean species and their fascinating nighttime behaviors. 2601
Central Ave NW. 7pm-8am. 848-7180. alibi.com/v/6p0o.

LEARN
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Colcha Community

Stitch-Along. A monthly gathering for colcheras of all skill levels
led by Annette Gutierrez Turk in the traditional New Mexican style
of embroidery. Bring a project along and enjoy informal, community
sessions. 1701 Fourth Street SW. Free. 9:30am-noon. ALL-AGES!
246-2261. alibi.com/v/691o.

PETS
LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY People and Pets: A Purrrfect

Match. Discuss and learn about the work Animal Humane and
other animal shelters do to protect pets and people in our commu-
nities. 908 Eastridge Dr NE. 3-4pm. ALL-AGES! 291-6295.
alibi.com/v/6ne8.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE All Levels Hip-Hop Dance Class.
Learn the techniques that make this style so much fun to play
with socially and professionally. 3215 Central Ave NE. $15.
7:10pm. ALL-AGES! 440-6265. alibi.com/v/69qd.

SOURCE Dance Gathering. Build community and promote healing
through dance in a safe space for marginalized groups. Bring a
dish and remember events are alcohol, drug and fragrance free.
1111 Carlisle Blvd SE. $0-$30. 7-11pm. ALL-AGES! 666-1953.
alibi.com/v/6b0a.

SATURDAY AUG 17

VENTANA RANCH PARK Westside Summerfest 2019. The final
summerfest of the year features vendors, food trucks and head-
liners, Starship with Mickey Thomas. 10000 Universe NW. 5-10pm.
ALL-AGES! 768-3556. alibi.com/v/6n04.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Permaculture

Workshop Series: Life in the Soil. Cameron Weber and Peter
Callen guide a discussion on “Life in the Soil: the Landscape
Underground” and explore the soil food web including a look at
microscopic life within the soil. 6500 Coors Blvd NW. 2-4pm.
897-8831. alibi.com/v/6pmj.

SPORTS
ISOTOPES PARK NM United Match #10. Cheer on the home
team as they take on the LA Galaxy 2. 1601 Avenida Cesar
Chavez SE. 7:30-9:30pm. 924-2255. alibi.com/v/6p1e.

OUTDOOR
PETROGLYPH NATIONAL MONUMENT Hike Piedras Marcadas

Canyon with David Ryan. Author and experienced hiker David
Ryan leads you into Piedras Marcadas Canyon to find fascinating
images left behind by the Ancestral Pueblo. Registration required.
6510 Western Trail NW. 8-10am. ALL-AGES! 505-899-0205, ext.
335. alibi.com/v/6kal.

PETS
BOOFY’S BEST FOR PETS Fromm, FroYo and Fortunes. Fromm
Family Foods and Boss Dog Brand bring info, coupons and
samples for your pets to try. Also, Keren from Happy Tales Tarot
brings her magical dog and cat tarot cards. 8201 Golf Course
Rd NW. $0-$10. ALL-AGES! 890-0757. alibi.com/v/6q1p.

OSUNA NURSERY Meet the Breed. The Rio Grande Valley Golden
Retriever Club brings along some adorable pups so you can find
out why Golden Retrievers make such great companions. 501
Osuna Rd NE. 11am-2pm. ALL-AGES! 345-6644.
alibi.com/v/6p2r.

PETSENSE, Rio Rancho Rocky Mountain Cocker Spaniel Rescue

Showcase. Cockers are available for adoption are on hand and
would just love a little belly rub so stop by and say hi. All proceeds
go to help the dogs with check-ups, dental cleanings, surgeries
and more. 4300 Ridgecrest Dr. 10am-2pm. ALL-AGES! (303)
617-1939. alibi.com/v/6p36.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
CHINESE CULTURE CENTER The Wonders of Seven Star Chi

Kung and Special Leg Strength Training. Seven graceful, well-
balanced movements performed in a continuous flow involving
all the joints. The set is designed to promote circulaton and
develop the body channels through which chi flows. 427
Adams St SE. $85. 10am-noon. 13+. 268-7023.
alibi.com/v/6nn6.

HOT OR NOT YOGA NM Stay Chill Flow Yoga. Learn cooling
breathing practices, summertime daily rituals and enjoy yummy
Ayurvedic treats and samples. 4801 Alameda Blvd NE. $25.
4-6pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6p9i.

THURSDAY AUG 15

KIDS
BOOKWORKS Story Time. Connie tells stories and sings songs

with an occasional craft and snack. 4022 Rio Grande Blvd

NW. 10:30am. 344-8139. alibi.com/v/6lta.

LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY Preschool Storytime with

Blue Bear. Fun with stories, songs, puppets and more that

encourage development of early literacy skills in young children.

For ages 3 to 5. 908 Eastridge Dr NE. 10:30-11:30am.

ALL-AGES! 291-6295. alibi.com/v/6ne7.

MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Suzuki Music and Movement

Class for Children. A class for children ages 0 to 4 and

expecting mothers in their third trimester to nurture musical

development, build motor, emotional and social skills, character

development and readiness for preschool. 3215 Central Ave

NE. $22. 9:30-10:30am. (903) 780-1030. alibi.com/v/6lx3.

LEARN
SELF SERVE Buckle Up: Pegging and Strap-On Play for the

Adventurous with Reid Mihalko. Get a PhD in strap-on play

and create great experiences that leave you and your lovers

feeling satisfied, confident and glowing with appreciation. 112

Morningside Dr NE. $20. 7:30-9pm. 18+. 265-5815.

alibi.com/v/6obz.

UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL NEW MEXICO Planned Giving

Roundtable. Learn the importance of having a gift acceptance

policy in place to allow a nonprofit to set parameters on the

types of gifts that it is prepared to receive from donors. 2340

Alamo Ave SE #200. 247-3671. alibi.com/v/6pnx.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
MANZANO MESA MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER Wise Women

Do Belly Dance. Internationally-renowned instructor, Amaya,

leads a class in the art of belly dance. 501 Elizabeth St SE.

$5-$10. 6:15-7:15pm. 13+. 280-3638. alibi.com/v/6iiq.

COMMUNITY

FRIDAY AUG 16

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Roust the House
Teen Performance Night. Featuring local teen bands

and soloists, from punk rock to classical piano,
to singer-songwriters, hip-hoppers, spoken word artists
and more. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $3. 7:30pm. 268-0044.

alibi.com/v/6jll.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Calendar continued from page 16
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

SUNDAY AUG 18

ABQ PARTYSPACE 5th Annual LGBTQ Wedding Expo. Meet with
dozens of LGBT friendly wedding and travel professionals and
join in raffles and giveaways. All budgets are welcome. 300
Menaul Blvd NW. Noon-3pm. alibi.com/v/6prm.

BACHECHI OPEN SPACE Family Fun Days: Calling all Explorers.
A guided journey through the wild world of the park. Climb or
crawl, collect data or draw and get outside in the sun to discover
something new. Then bring inquires inside and put curiosity to
the test. 9521 Rio Grande Blvd NW. Noon-5pm. ALL-AGES!
314-0398. alibi.com/v/6jgl.

VILLA HISPANA @ EXPO NM 2nd Annual Rude Boy Brunch and
Day Party. Celebrate five years of cookies and success with
brunch, live music, Bloody Marys, a kids’ area and more. 300
San Pedro Dr NE. 11:30am. alibi.com/v/6p1q.

SPORTS
SANDIA PREP SCHOOL 35 and Older Ultimate Frisbee Pickup
Game. All experience levels play for fun. 532 Osuna Rd NE.
10-11:30am. 344-1671. alibi.com/v/5u8w.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Yoga with a View.
A guided yoga class in a unique setting overlooking 18 acres of
agricultural fields. All abilities and levels welcome. 6500 Coors
Blvd NW. $5-$15. 9am. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/6oe3.

ALBUQUERQUE SQUARE DANCE CENTER Social Ballroom and
Latin Dance. Take a beginner lesson and then hit the floor for
social dances featuring ballroom (waltz, tango, foxtrot), Latin
(rumba, cha cha, salsa, bolero), tango, swing and club (night
club, two-step) music. 4915 Hawkins St NE. $2-$10. 6-9pm.
ALL-AGES! 660-9957. alibi.com/v/6ms1.

LOS POBLANOS OPEN SPACE Five Pieces of Brocade Qigong.
An introduction to Qigong by Sifu Dug Corpolongo of Lotus Dragon
Tai Chi and Qigong. 1701 Montano Rd NW. 9-11am.
alibi.com/v/6juf.

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Pints and Planks. Have a pint
and start Sunday with energy and a smile. 1912 Second Street
NW. $5. 11am-noon. ALL-AGES! 900-3909. alibi.com/v/6jo8.

TINGLEY BEACH Sunset Yoga on the Bosque. This all-levels flow
and meditation is practiced outdoors in the open space. 1800
Tingley Dr SW. 7-8pm. ALL-AGES! 362-3617. alibi.com/v/6iaq.

MONDAY AUG 19

!EXPLORA! Makerspace Open Hours. Visitors design a concept
or project idea, create a prototype or test version of the design
and share stories about the process of creating the project
through displaying work or recording a digital story. 1701 Mountain
Rd NW. $0-$10. 3-5pm. ALL-AGES! 224-8300. alibi.com/v/6nee.

LEARN
LOMA COLORADO MAIN LIBRARY, Rio Rancho The Motel in
Albuquerque. Joe Sabatini discusses motels and the auto-
mobile in Albuquerque, starting as campgrounds on newly-
established national highway routes and their reinvention to
accommodate more travelers. 755 Loma Colorado NE. 1-2pm.
891-5013. alibi.com/v/6nh7.

TUESDAY AUG 20
ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION Impact and Coffee.
Nonprofit leaders, volunteers, funders and people finding their
place in the community have a cup of coffee, hear about new
social profit ventures and innovation in a six-minute presentation
format. 624 Tijeras Ave NW. 9-10am. alibi.com/v/6m6o.

PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY LGBQT Support Group. A community support
group for all ages open to anyone needing comfort, relief or a voice.
526 Washington St. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6kx6.

LEARN
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF GREATER ALBUQUERQUE
Women Make a Difference Lunch and Learn and Mini Vendor
Fair. Liz Davenport, author of Order from Chaos, presents “The
Five Most Common Organizing Mistakes and How to Avoid Them.”
5520 Wyoming Blvd NE. $29. 11:30am-1:30pm. 21+. 362-8546.
alibi.com/v/6p97.

SELF SERVE How to Please a Penis: Better Handbjobs, Blowjobs
and More. This class is for anyone who has a dick in their life
who wants to show it some love. Sterilized dildos for practicing
provided. 112 Morningside Dr NE. $15-$20. 7:30-9pm. 18+.
265-5815. alibi.com/v/6ope.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER Newcomer Swing and Latin Classes.
Explore a different set of dances in each class. Understand the
similarities and differences between each dance to learn multiple
dances at the same time, in a fun method. 5506 Coal SE. $5-$10.
6:30-8pm. 15+. 948-1579. alibi.com/v/68ce.

NEW MEXICO SCHOOL OF YOGA Yoga for Athletes. A course to
enhance athletic performance, prevent injuries and increase flexibility.
1111 Carlisle Blvd SE. $10. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0918.
alibi.com/v/6q0m.

WEDNESDAY AUG 21

LEARN
EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL National Asociation of Women Business
Owners Meeting: More Sales, Less Marketing. Discover the simplest,
most effective way to generate a steady stream of high-end clients
without giving up your nights and weekends in this system that
has a proven track record. 1000 Woodward Pl NE. $25-$30.
11:15am-1pm. 280-0082. alibi.com/v/6osi.

MANZANO MESA MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER NM Public
Regulation Commissioner Cynthia B. Hall Presents Two Town Hall
Meetings. Hear about commission activity this year as well as
renewable energy in NM, followed by a Q&A. 501 Elizabeth St SE.
5-8pm. ALL-AGES! 235-8013. alibi.com/v/6p2y.

MEALS ON WHEELS OFFICE Meals on Wheels Volunteer Training.
The organization is looking for volunteers to help in a variety of
different areas. 5901 Harper Dr NE. 3-4pm. ALL-AGES! 823-8064.
alibi.com/v/6kfr.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER Newcomer and Intermediate
Argentine Tango. Learn the basics and fundamentals of this
amazing dance and delve further into the techniques and secrets
that make this style unforgettable. 5506 Coal SE. $10-$17.
7:30-9pm. 15+. 948-1579. alibi.com/v/69gz.

SUNDAY AUG 18

SELF SERVE How to Build the Best-Fit Relationship:
Relationship Styles, Dating and More. This casual

educational event is designed to help provide the tools
to figure out needs, wants and desires and how those
play into the best-fit relationship. 112 Morningside Dr

NE. $15-$20. 11am-12:30pm. 18+. 265-5815.
alibi.com/v/6opd.

SATURDAY AUG 17
SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY The Power of Doing

Nothing in a Digital World with Author Lisa Esile. An
inspiring morning to discover how the “do nothing”
meditation technique helps families reduce anxiety,

solve problems, feel good, focus and boost motivation
and creativity. 1025 Broadway Blvd SE. 11:30am-noon.

ALL-AGES! (310) 383-2921. alibi.com/v/6p2i.
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THURSDAY AUG 15

ALBUQUERQUE CONVENTION CENTER ABQ Art Showcase Gala

Preview Night. Enjoy art, food and music from Le Chat Lunatique
benefitting the Chaildren’s Canver Fund of NM. 401 Second
Street NW. 6-9pm. 768-4575. alibi.com/v/6p07.

WORDS
CHILDREN’S CHOICE On Your Mark: From First Word to First

Draft in Six Weeks. Cathy Fyock teaches her formula for getting
a book from your head to the page. Learn about what’s stopping
you, turning off that voice in your head and more. Develop a
plan for getting it done. 10601 Lomas Blvd NE. $30-$40.
9am-noon. 18+. 265-7215. alibi.com/v/6pa6.

SONG & DANCE
NETHERWOOD PARK Chessa Peak and Ryan Hill. Hear live
singer-songwriters and enjoy local food trucks. 1701 Princeton
Dr NE. 6-8pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6q19.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Claudio Tolousse Trio, Hillary

Smith and Michael Anthony. Hear live and local jazz and soul.
210 Yale Blvd SE. $10-$15. 7:30pm. 268-0044.
alibi.com/v/6jlk.

FRIDAY AUG 16

HYATT REGENCY DOWNTOWN NM Comic Expo’s Kick-Off Party.
The weekend starts with Superhero Prom as DJ Avalon spins,
live performances by Mena Domina, Nicholas Starr, Jacquêsán
Taylor Stratton and a special performance by Gigi Edgley. Cosplay
is encouraged. 330 Tijeras Ave NW. 7-10pm. 842-1234.
alibi.com/v/6p0p.

STAGE
DESERT ROSE PLAYHOUSE Next to Normal. A production that
showcases powerhouse vocals while exploring pressing contem-
porary issues of trauma, loss, mental health treatment and the
meaning of family. 6921 Montgomery Blvd NE. $20-$25.
7:30-9:45pm. 15+. 563-0316. alibi.com/v/6ofi.

VORTEX THEATRE Complete Works of William Shakespeare,

Abridged. All 37 of Shakespeare’s plays in 97 minutes of fast,
funny mayhem, by just 3 men playing all characters. 2900
Carlisle Blvd NE. $24. 7:30-9:30pm. 13+. 247-8600.
alibi.com/v/6ndl.

FILM
SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER Vape: Documentary

Film Screening and Reception. Catcha screening of the docu-
mentary centered around the danger of vaping. 1025 Broadway
Blvd SE. 5:30-8pm. 848-1320. alibi.com/v/6jur.

SATURDAY AUG 17

ALBUQUERQUE CONVENTION CENTER New Mexico Comic Expo.
401 Second Street NW. $30-$165. 2pm. ALL-AGES! See 8/16
listing.

ARTS & LIT

ART
LOS RANCHOS VILLAGE HALL, Los Ranchos Los Ranchos Art

Market. Find handcrafted jewelry, pottery, woodwork, needlecraft
and fabric accessories, sculpture, soap and seasonal produce,
honey, plants, herbs and more as well as food and live music.
6718 Rio Grande Blvd NW. 7am-noon. ALL-AGES! 344-6582.
alibi.com/v/6hbi.

OT CIRCUS GALLERY Chrysalis - The Art of Sarah Cummings.
This one-night-only exhibit feature the prolific body of work by
the incredibly skilled artist Ms. Sarah Cummings with light
refreshments served and artsy raffles. 709 Central Ave NW.
5-9pm. ALL-AGES! 415-4643. alibi.com/v/6nvz.

STAGE
DESERT ROSE PLAYHOUSE Next to Normal. 6921 Montgomery
Blvd NE. $20-$25. 7:30-9:45pm. 15+. See 8/16 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE Complete Works of William Shakespeare,

Abridged. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $24. 7:30-9:30pm. 13+. See
8/16 listing.

SONG & DANCE
ELENA GALLEGOS PICNIC AREA The Nahalat Shalom

Community Klezmer Band with the Rikud Dance Troupe.
Experience an evening of sensory joy. 7100 Tramway Blvd NE.
$2. 7-9pm. alibi.com/v/6jue.

INDIAN PUEBLO CULTURAL CENTER Ron Crowder Band. The
winner of the Best Song award at the 2018 NM Music Awards,
appears with a lineup of some of the best regional musicians.
2401 12th Street NW. $12. 6-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! 724-3510.
alibi.com/v/6pz6.

KELLER HALL Piano Recital Featuring Gabriel Landstedt. The
pianist returns with a program of late works by Bach, Beethoven,
Chopin and Schubert, forming a powerful and thought-provoking
experience. University of New Mexico. 2pm. ALL-AGES!
415-5738. alibi.com/v/6p26.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE A Night of New Music from

Madalena. The singer-songwriter plays in celebration of her first
album release. 210 Yale Blvd SE. 7:30-9:30pm. 268-0044.
alibi.com/v/6p1g.

ST. STEPHEN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Tracey Whitney:

The Art of Jazz. The former Ray Charles “Raelette,” Rodney Bowe,
Todd Lowry and Wayne Johnson play some of the best jazz in town.
4601 Juan Tabo NE. 6:30-9pm. 18+. 293-9673. alibi.com/v/6p4p.

LEARN
MAMA’S MINERALS Riveting Pendant Class. Create a copper
pendant made by cutting and layering various textured pieces
together. Several types of rivets as well as tools are discussed and
demonstrated during the class. 800 20th Street NW. $45.
10:30am-12:30pm. 15+. 266-8443. alibi.com/v/6plp.

FILM
GUILD CINEMA NM Entertainment’s Morning Toons. Wear pajamas,
bring a blanket and take part in this Saturday morning event with
the family and friends and enjoy cartoons on the big screen. Have
some breakfast and enjoy the toons. 3405 Central Ave NE.
11:30am-12:30pm. 255-1848. alibi.com/v/6p16.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

FRIDAY AUG 16

ALBUQUERQUE CONVENTION CENTER New Mexico
Comic Expo. The first annual expo features Jason
Momoa, Elijah Wood, Jon Bernthal, Jason Issacs,

Hayley Atwell, Felicia Day and over 50 stars, artists,
writers and creators. 401 Second Street NW.

$30-$165. 2pm. ALL-AGES! 348-5157.
alibi.com/v/6pqc.

FRIDAY AUG 16

LA FONDA DEL BOSQUE This Is Me: Fashion Benefit
Supporting Endometriosis Awareness. Get educated and
help break the chains of endometriosis at the summer

fashion and entertainment event of the year. 1701 Fourth
Street SW. $15. 6-9pm. ALL-AGES! 980-0006.

alibi.com/v/6mms.
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SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY Family Movie: A Wrinkle in Time.
Catch a screening of the film, rated PG. 1025 Broadway Blvd
SE. 1-3pm. ALL-AGES! 764-1742. alibi.com/v/6n0b.

SUNDAY AUG 18

ALBUQUERQUE CONVENTION CENTER New Mexico Comic Expo.
401 Second Street NW. $30-$165. 2pm. ALL-AGES! See 8/16
listing.

STAGE
DESERT ROSE PLAYHOUSE Next to Normal. 6921 Montgomery
Blvd NE. $20-$25. 7:30-9:45pm. 15+. See 8/16 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE Complete works of William Shakespeare,

Abridged. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $24. 2-4pm. 13+. See 8/16
listing.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Eliza Gilkyson. The acclaimed
singer-songwriter, activist and sometime New Mexican returns
in support of her latest release Secularia. 210 Yale Blvd SE.
$28-$33. 7:30-9:30pm. 268-0044. alibi.com/v/6p1y.

FILM
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Sunday Movie: Aquaman (PG-

13). Catch a screening of the superhero flick, rated PG-13. 8081
Central Ave NW. 1:30-3:30pm. ALL-AGES! 768-4320.
alibi.com/v/6mzs.

MONDAY AUG 19

STAGE
AUX DOG THEATRE First Stage Scripts. A monthly reading series
meeting on the 3rd Monday of every month to experience new
scripts, scripts in development, monologues, spoken stories and
the work of fellow New Mexicans. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE.
7pm. 15+. 596-0607. alibi.com/v/6p4q.

FILM
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Adult Movie Night: Us (R). Catch
a free screening of the film, rated R. 8081 Central Ave NW.
5:30-7:30pm. 18+. 768-4320. alibi.com/v/6mzu.

TUESDAY AUG 20

WORDS
ALBUQUERQUE CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING Southwest

Writers Talk: Writing Authentic Historical Fiction. Award-winning
western fiction authors Melody Groves and Bob Vardeman discuss
what historical fiction is and how to make it come alive in a
story. 2801 Louisiana NE. 6:30-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! 830-6034.
alibi.com/v/6po5.

SONG & DANCE
TONY HILLERMAN LIBRARY Ukulele Jam Session. Bring a ukulele
or check one out from the library and join other devotees in a
practice session. Registration is required. 8205 Apache Ave NE.
5-6:30pm. ALL-AGES! 291-6264. alibi.com/v/6n0q.

WEDNESDAY AUG 21

WORDS
TORTUGA GALLERY Open Poetry Reading. Hosted by Holly Wilson,
this is a great opportunity for poets to share their words in an
inspiring atmosphere. Poets also display their books on the poet’s
table. Refreshments are available. 901 Edith Blvd SE. 6:30-9pm.
18+. 505-87-4214. alibi.com/v/6gzs.

ART
TRACTOR BREWING CO. Adult Coloring Night Featuring Campbell,

Kuhn and Sumrow. These iconic artists provide coloring pages,
have prints for sale and discuss their works. 118 Tulane Dr SE.
Noon. 21+. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/6pqy.

SONG & DANCE
LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY Rumelia Collective. Hear
the Balkan and Middle Eastern band weave an intricate and
mesmerizing blend of contemporary and traditional folk elements
in their arrangements. 908 Eastridge Dr NE. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES!
291-6295. alibi.com/v/6n05.

TONY HILLERMAN LIBRARY Rumelia Collective. 8205 Apache
Ave NE. Noon-1pm. See LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY listing.

LEARN
MAMA’S MINERALS Viking Knit Wire Weaving Class. Learn to
weave a bracelet or a necklace using wire and a dowel. Pre-regis-
tration recommended. 800 20th Street NW. $45. 4:30-7pm. 15+.
266-8443. alibi.com/v/6plr.

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Artisan Spotlight Talk and

Shop. Meet local artisans, learn about their craft, Q&A and shop
unique, local wares. 206 Broadway SE. 5-8pm. 21+.
alibi.com/v/6oca.

SUNDAY AUG 18

ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY

Counterculture in NM. Author and historian Jack Loeffler
uses excerpts from conversations to explore influence
that NM’s landscape and Native cultures had on the

burgeoning counterculture movement. 2000 Mountain
Rd NW. $4-$6. 1-2pm. 243-7255. alibi.com/v/6nvk.

FOOD

THURSDAY AUG 15
HIGH AND DRY BREWING Lobo Cancer Challenge Night. Ten-percent
of sales benefit the fight against cancer. 529 Adams St NE. FREE.
5-9pm. 21+. 433-5591. alibi.com/v/6q50.

FRIDAY AUG 16
HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Farm-To-Table Dinner Series. A four-course
farm-to-table dinner with wine pairings and special guests Farmer’s
Daughters. 800 Rio Grande Blvd NW. $80. 7:30-10pm. 843-6300.
alibi.com/v/6p0v.

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Friday Farmers Market. Enjoy live
music, a kids’ zone, craft beers, vendors and food. 319 Fifth Street
SW. FREE. 3pm. ALL-AGES! 550-1119. alibi.com/v/6ekn.

SATURDAY AUG 17
MARBLE BREWERY Crave: Brunch Edition. Enjoy a locally sourced
meal featurng My Sweet Basil and two-ten ounce beers of choice.
Chef Cassie also does a live cooking demo during dessert. 9904
Montgomery Blvd NE. 11am. 323-4030. alibi.com/v/6p15.

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Spanish Wine Prix Fixe Dinner. Enjoy
six-courses of wine from Spain and culinary delights inspired
by the region. 3009 Central Ave NE. $48-$69. 5-11pm. 21+.
254-9462. alibi.com/v/6q2s.

SUNDAY AUG 18
ALBUQUERQUE RAIL YARDS Albuquerque Rail Yards Market.
A market celebrating all things local and at the heart of NM
culture with hundreds food, farm, artisan and healing vendors,
live music as well as a kids’ zone. 1100 Second Street SW.
FREE. 10am-2pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6fxs.

FRAGRANT LEAF TEA BOUTIQUE Tropical Paradise Afternoon
Tea. Enjoy a blissful afternoon tea inspired by the tropical flavors
of the South Pacific islands. 3207 Silver Ave. SE. $35.
1-2:30pm. ALL-AGES! 255-0522. alibi.com/v/6mqf.

TUESDAY AUG 20
RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Taco Tuesday. Enjoy $2 tacos
for a celebratory Tuesday. 1912 Second Street NW. ALL-AGES!
900-3909. alibi.com/v/6nua.

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Taco Tuesday. 118 Tulane Dr SE. Midnight.
21+. See 8/15 listing.

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Taco Tuesday. Street, tacos,
taquitos and beer. Live a little. 1800 Fourth Street NW. Midnight.
21+. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/6mqx.

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Taco Tuesday Four Hills. Street,
tacos, taquitos and beer. Live a little. 10am. 21+. alibi.com/v/6mr1.
Also, Taco Tuesday Westside. 5720 McMahon Blvd. 11am. 21+.
243-6752. alibi.com/v/6mr7.

WEDNESDAY AUG 21
LOMA COLORADO MAIN LIBRARY, Rio Rancho NM Traditional
Favorites with Jane Butel. Hear about the history of the cuisine,
chile health and cooking tips and taste samples of taditional
dishes. Registration required. 755 Loma Colorado NE. FREE.
5:30-7:30pm. 18+. 891-5013. alibi.com/v/6nh8.

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Taco Tuesday. 118 Tulane Dr SE. Midnight.
21+. See 8/15 listing.
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THURSDAY AUG 15

THE BARLEY ROOM Swag Duo and Friends • jazz, blues, Motown •
6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Desert Records Presents the Desert Rock Sessions • variety •
Danny the Harp • acoustic variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Austin
Van • country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Felix Y los Gatos • Americana, blues,
rock, Creole • 6pm • FREE • 21+

CORRALES BISTRO BREWERY, Corrales Ed Beaver • country •
FREE • Mose McCormack • country • 7pm • ffree • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Walker Williams • variety • 6pm • $5 • 21+

INSIDE OUT Eugene • neo R&B • Kevin Herig Trio • alternative,
rock • John King Cave • 7pm

ISLETA AMPHITHEATER Chris Young • country • 7pm • $35 • 13+

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Above-Average Open Mic • 6:30pm •
FREE • 13+

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Oscar Butler •
contemporary, folk • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SAVOY BAR AND GRILL Joe Daddy and The Amazing Honeyboys •
swamp blues • 6pm • 21+

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Brendangerous • electronic •
7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 4pm • FREE •
21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO The Real Matt Jones • Americana,
alternative, pop, singer-songwriter • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

NEXUS SILVER TAPROOM Buck D. Presents Laughter Witta Side
of Soul Food • stand-up comedy • 8pm • FREE • 18+

STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Stand-Up Comedy
Thursdays • 6pm • $10 • 21+

FRIDAY AUG 16

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Partners N Crime • acoustic • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

TUESDAY AUG 20

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Open Mic and Jam with Chris Ravin • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Nostalgia
Blue • variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CORRALES BISTRO BREWERY, Corrales Lightning Hall • blues,
roots • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Kammo Karaoke •
7pm • FREE • 21+

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Geeks Who Drink • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Cinematica • instrumental, experimental
rock • 11pm

STEEL BENDER BREWYARD Jeremy Barnes • acoustic, variety •
Jimmy Stallings • 6pm

SUNSHINE THEATER Mogwai • post-rock • Papa M • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 4pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 4pm • FREE •
21+

WEDNESDAY AUG 21

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Spiral Pilots • classic rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Chris
Ravin • rock ’n’ roll • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • 18+

CANTERO BREWING COMPANY Geeks Who Drink • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

CORRALES BISTRO BREWERY, Corrales Tom Gutierrez • rock •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

EL PATRON Schumann and Kinabrew • acoustic rock • noon • FREE •
21+

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Kammo Karaoke •
7pm • FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD When Darkness Falls • metal • Archiactra • Deep Noise
Band • Southbound • 8pm

MARBLE BREWERY The Amazing Honeyboys • swamp blues • 6pm •
FREE • 21+

PONDEROSA BREWING COMPANY The Draft Sessions Open Mic •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER Kommunity FK • post punk, death rock • Bellwether
Syndicate • Autumn • DJ Scary Lady Sarah • 7pm • $12 • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 4pm • FREE •
21+

COMEDY

RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Casual Wednesdays
Open Mic • Royal Wood • Kevin Baca • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

MUSIC

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Fair
Trade Fusion • classic rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

COCINA AZUL Lani Nash • singer-songwriter • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

THE COUNTY LINE BBQ Los Radiators • acoustic folk, rock, blues •
6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Rick Trevino • country • $10 • Walker Williams •
variety • 6pm • $5 • 21+

DRAGON HORN TAVERN Odd Dog • classic rock • 8:30pm • FREE •
21+

INSIDE OUT Sun Machine • Sun Dog • psych rock • Sweet Nothin •
7pm

JAM SPOT Stupid Young • variety • 7pm

LAUNCHPAD Fishbone • The Big Spank • ska • InnaState • rock,
reggae • 9pm

THE LIBRARY BAR & GRILL Brain Gang Trivia • 8pm • FREE • 18+

LOUNGE 54 @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Sister Mary
Mayhem • classic rock • 9pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY Julian Dossett Trio • blues, roots, rock, soul,
jazz, swing, Western • 7pm • HeartByrne • Talking Heads tribute
band, pop, rock • Dirty Brown Jug Band • outlaw country, bluegrass •
8pm • FREE • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Astrus • variety • 7pm

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Amy Cliser • singer-
songwriter • 8:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RANCHERS CLUB Karl Richardson Trio • variety • 5:30pm • FREE •
18+

SISTER This Will Destroy You • percussion, experimental • 9pm •
$16-$21

TRACTOR BREWING COMPANY RJ Perez • funk, blues • 6am •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Gin and Jazz • Eddie Brewer
and the Manic Episodes • jazz, bossa nova • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE DJ Nicolatron • indie, dance,
disco • noon • Kamikaze Karaoke • 4pm • FREE • 21+

URBAN 360 PIZZA GRILL AND TAP HOUSE Reverend E and the
Vagrants • rock, country, blues • 8pm

COMEDY

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Show •
short-form improv comedy • 9pm • $10 • 18+

KIMO THEATRE Mike Salazar • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Headliners 505
Comedy Presents Friday Night Fools • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm •
$10 • 18+

SATURDAY AUG 17

B2B2 BARRIO Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz •
6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM George
Russell • Americana, classic rock • 4:30pm • Reverend E and the
Vagrants • rock, country, blues • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTERO BREWING COMPANY Silver Crow Asylum • Americana,
blues, jazz • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CORRALES BISTRO BREWERY, Corrales Pawn Drive • folk, rock,
Americana • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Walker Williams • variety • 6pm • $5 • 21+

LAUNCHPAD The Living Deads • rockabilly, punkabilly • Coffin
Stuffers • ska, punk • Bloodbelly Blues • The Dead Ends • 9pm

LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO Sparx • Latin • Lorenzo
Antonio y Yolanda Del Rio • 8pm

LEO’S NIGHTCLUB The Delfonics • soul, R&B • 5pm

LOUNGE 54 @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Sister Mary
Mayhem • classic rock • 9pm • FREE • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY Baracutanga • Latin, folk fusion • Dulce Mal •
1pm • Stray Dawgs • bluegrass, rock, country • 8pm • FREE • 21+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Sorceress of Sound and Song
Marie Black • singer-songwriter • 5pm

SAVOY BAR AND GRILL ChillHouse Band • funk • Hillary Smith •
soul, R&B • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SEASONS ROTISSERIE & GRILL The DCN Project • funk, soul,
R&B • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SKIDMORE’S HOLIDAY BOWL Flashback • rock, oldies • 6pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

SUNSHINE THEATER Corrosion of Conformity • heavy metal •
7:30pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. DJ Flo Fader • hip-hop • 5pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING COMPANY Pitchfork Night • variety • 8pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Still Closed For Repairs •
Americana, indie, folk • 8pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 4pm • FREE •
21+

WANDERLUST VEGAN EATERY Sister Sol • singer-songwriter,
blues, folk, Americana • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Kari Simmons and The Groove Line •
soul, R&B • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Show •
short-form improv comedy • 9pm • $10 • 18+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Saturday Stand-Up Spectacular •
stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $5 • 18+

SUNDAY AUG 18

BOOKWORKS Sage and Jared’s Happy Gland Band • folk •
3pm

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE High Desert Playboys • countr y,
Americana • 4pm • FREE • 21+

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY TobyRiffic Karaoke Show •
3pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MARBLE BREWERY The High Country Hustle • bluegrass •
1pm • FREE • 21+

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Squash Blossom Boys • bluegrass,
folk, Americana • 4pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SEASONS ROTISSERIE & GRILL Swag Band • jazz, blues,
Motown • 21+ • • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 4pm •
FREE • 21+

MONDAY AUG 19

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM

Western Music Association Open Mic • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN TAPROOM Brain Gang Trivia • 7pm • FREE • 18+

CANTERO BREWING COMPANY Karaoke Night • 6pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

CORRALES BISTRO BREWERY, Corrales Smokey Knights •
top 40, alternative, country, rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

GROWLER USA WESTSIDE Clueless Trivia • 7pm • FREE

SISTER Mike Krol • garage rock • 8pm • $10-$12

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Old-Time Jam • 7:30pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 4pm •
“Stranger Things” Trivia • 7pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

INSIDE OUT Open Mic • stand-up comedy • 8pm • FREE • 21+

MIICHAEL GORMAN GALLERY
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THURSDAY AUG 15

MARBLE BREWERY Beats of Burque • dance, elec-
tronic, hip-hop • DJ Wae Fonkey • 1pm • MoonHat • jazz,

soulful groove, eclectic funk • 7pm • FREE • 21+

FRIDAY AUG 16

CORRALES BISTRO BREWERY, Corrales Judy and The
Jets • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SATURDAY AUG 17

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET
TAPROOM Blues and Brews Festival • The Chris Ravin

Band • classic rock • Beg, Borrow and Steal • Train Wreck
Blues Band • Trinity Soul • High Desert Blues Band • blues •

Danny T and the Stealing Thunder Band • psychede •
noon • $10 • ALL-AGES!



AUGUST 15-21, 2019 WEEKLY ALIBI [27]



[28]     WEEKLY ALIBI AUGUST 15-21, 2019

FILM | FILM REVIEW

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

O
utside the confines of metropolitan

London, England is a fascinatingly

contradictory place—to judge by movies,

anyway. Small-town, backwater English towns

are—without exception, it seems—picturesque

industrial wastelands. From Wales to the

Scottish border, you’ll find countless

economically devastated towns whose

downtrodden, unemployed citizens are easily

and instantaneously uplifted by the sudden

introduction of a new trend such as male

striptease (The Full Monty), the lottery

(Waking Ned Devine), marching bands (Brassed

Off), ballet (Billy Elliot), thigh-high drag queen

boots (Kinky Boots), post-menopausal nudity

(Calendar Girls) and the like. Blinded by the

Light, the newest film from writer-director

Gurinder Chada (Bend It Like Beckham, Bride

& Prejudice), follows that formula to a T. The

results are their own contradiction of crowd-

pleasing and corny, earnest and overly familiar.
Blinded by the Light takes us to the factory-

filled Bedfordshire borough of Luton, circa
1987. England is mired in the increasingly
austere economic grip of Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher. Teenagers are forced to
wear neon-colored tracksuits and hair
scrunchies. It is a dark time.

On the streets of Luton, we meet 16-year-
old Javed (Viveik Kalra), your average, dorky,
unpopular teenager. Javed dreams of escaping
from Luton and going somewhere wonderful.
Unfortunately, dad has been laid off from his
longtime automotive factory job and mom
hunkers over a sewing machine 20 hours a day
just to keep the family fed. Needless to say,
Javed’s chances of going to a fancy university
in some big city are increasingly slim. Adding
further to our protagonist’s woes is Javed’s
heritage. His parents emigrated from Pakistan
when he was a baby. Bad as our world’s racial
divide is these days, ’80s England was an even
more heated environment for Neo-Nazi
sentiment against immigrants (Pakistanis in
particular). Javed is bullied, teased and
attacked nearly everywhere he goes. The fact
that he’s an aspiring poet is the cherry on top
of the nerd sundae.

One day at school, however, a considerably
cooler Sikh kid (Aaron Phagura) introduces
Javed to “The Boss.” Evidently, poor, sheltered
Javed has never heard of Bruce Springsteen.
One cassette copy of Born in the U.S.A. in his
Walkman later, and he’s a major convert.
Something about Bruce’s tales of lonely
teenagers raging to escape their crummy
industrial hometowns strikes a chord with
Javed. Soon, he’s showing up at school in
white T-shirts and blue jean jackets. This only
serves to make him a further outcast among his
stylish classmates (who are still sporting Flock

of Seagulls haircuts, for some reason).
Blinded by the Light is based loosely on

journalist Sarfraz Manzoor’s memoir Greetings
From Bury Park: Race. Religion. Rock ’N’ Roll.
So there’s some ring of truth to it. It is, more
than anything, a vivid reminder of the potent
songwriting skill of Mr. Springsteen. In Blinded
by the Light’s most bravura moments, the words
to “The Promised Land” (and other songs)
spill out onto the movie screen, swirling
around Javed’s head and splashing themselves
across the dirty brick walls of Luton. It’s not
exactly subtle, but it gets the point across. 

Admittedly, I was swayed. Reminded of how
damn good Bruce’s first seven albums
(including Born to Run, Darkness on the Edge of
Town and The River) are, I immediately went
out and purchased Volume 1 of the Springsteen
Album Collection (1973-1984). But is the man
who wrote “I wanna die with you Wendy on
the street tonight in an everlasting kiss” really
the best inspiration for an uplifiting, feel-good
dramedy? Should we expect to see this adapted
as a jukebox musical on Broadway like The Full
Monty and Kinky Boots before it? 

Sure, Blinded by the Light has its moments of
drama and seriousness (Javed’s conflicts with

his traditional father, his run-ins with various
National Front toughs). But Springsteen’s
gritty songs are simply at odds with the film’s
cornier moments. Is the working-class rock of
The Boss really magical enough to inspire
Brits, young and old, to break out into
spontaneous song-and-dance sequences on the
streets of rural England? Probably not. Chadha
is nothing if not enthusiastic and earnest.
Unfortunately, she pushes Manzoor’s story into
fantastical movie musical moments that read
as either convenient (at best) or silly (at
worst). Our impoverished protagonist’s rapid-
fire, out-of-nowhere trip to Asbury Park, N.J.
(shot entirely in montage, for crying out loud)
is a prime example. There are moments
watching Blinded by the Light when the film
seems like it’s straining to be an all-out,
fantasy-filled musical along the lines of Bye
Bye Birdie—only to have the filmmakers
remember it’s not, and stop short.

For the most part, Blinded by the Light is a

shamelessly romantic and occasionally

exhilarating coming-of-age tale. We all lived

through a time period when every pop song

seemed to be written exclusively for us, and it

feels bad to root against a film that celebrates

that. Overly sentimental, prone to wild

exaggeration and filled with narrative

convenience, Blinded by the Light is a long way

from perfection. If you’re predisposed to the

music of Bruce Springsteen, however, or have

a weakness for feel-good movies about scrappy

Brits lifted out of their socioeconomic stresses

by a little song and dance, Blinded by the Light

will have you singing along in no time. a

Blinded by the Light
Springsteen-inspired “musical” tries to mix realism and romance

Blinded by the Light
Written and directed by Gurinder Chadha

Starring Viveik Kalra, Kulvinder Ghir, Aaron

Phagura, Hayley Atwell

Rated PG-13

Opens Thursday 8/16.

“Baby, we were born to … do whatever this is.”

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Sensory Experience
The New Mexico Museum of Natural History and
Science is offering a “sensory friendly” screening
of the documentary film Superpower Dogs at the
museum’s big-screen DynaTheater (1801
Mountain Rd. NW) on Thursday, Aug. 15 starting

at 5:30pm.
Among other
inspirational
animal tales,
the film
relates the
story of
Ricochet, a
surf and
therapy dog
who helps
people with
special
needs and
veterans
with PTSD.
Superpower
Dogs will be
shown with

the theater lights only dimmed and the sound
turned down. This family friendly showing
encourages children to express themselves any
way they want, such as talking, dancing or even
singing during the show. Before and after the
show, guests are encouraged to explore the
museum, which will also be sensory friendly.
Admission cost is $5 for museum and a movie or
$10 for museum, movie and a hot dog meal. To
purchase tickets in advance, go to
conta.cc/33ph8oK.

C’Mon, Get Happy
New Mexico Women in Film is hosting its first
Happy Hour Albuquerque Event. Join NMWIF’s
board members and other media industry folks on
Friday, Aug. 16 from 4 to 6pm at Apothecary
Lounge (806 Central Ave. SE). Happy Hour
events in Santa Fe have been very successful,
affording both aspiring and professional local
filmmakers the opportunity to network and make
connections—so it’s nice to see the organization
expanding the event into Albuquerque. For more
info go to nmwif.com.

Magic Dance
Movies on the Plaza welcomes Jim Henson’s
1986 fantasy Labyrinth to Albuquerque’s Civic
Plaza this Friday, Aug. 16. The puppet-filled
musical starring David Bowie and Jennifer
Connelly screens from 7 to 9pm. Admission is free
and open to the public. Come early and the family
can enjoy the Civic Plaza fountain splash pad.
The Imagination Playground is also on hand for
kids to play with. Plenty of seating is available,
but you are welcome to bring your own chairs or
blankets. A concession stand is available if you’re
in the mood for snacks. This is a dog- and bike-
friendly event.

Best in the West
Movies in the Mountains returns this Saturday,
Aug. 17 with the classic Mae West film She Done
Him Wrong. This 1933 adaptation of the
Broadway show Diamond Lil (which West wrote
and starred in) was a huge hit for West and got
nominated for an Oscar as Best Picture. West
stars as a wisecracking saloon singer embroiled in
the dirty underbelly of New York’s Bowery during
the Gay ’90s. The event takes place at the East
Mountain Public Library in Tijeras (487 NM-333)
beginning at 2pm. Admission is free. For more
info go to vaudeville.org/about-a-film-club. a
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T
hanks in large part to the efforts of Marvel
Comics (and their rather successful
partnership with Disney), comic book

superheroes have become the dominant force in
today’s pop cultural landscape. A generation ago,
the brightly colored exploits of costumed heroes
existed only in print media and were confined to
the spinning wire racks of a corner convenience
store. Nowadays, they can be witnessed in
countless movies, TV shows and video games.
Among the more immediate repercussions of this
revolution: Comic book conventions have been
popping up across the country in towns big and
small with increasing regularity. For the majority
of convention organizers, all it takes is a handful
of Power Rangers, a couple of retired professional
wrestlers and a community center. But as comic
books become
more prevalent,
the demands of
fans grow larger.
Fortunately for
the ever-
increasing legion
of fans in
Albuquerque,
our city is about
to host a major
comic book
convention.

The
inaugural New Mexico Comic Expo kicks off this
weekend (Aug. 16 through 18) at the
Albuquerque Convention Center. Organizers,
including the owners of Albuquerque’s Age of
Comics and the staff of New Mexico Entertainment
magazine, have spared neither effort nor expense
to make their first outing a first-class event.
Whether you’re an old-school comic book
collector looking to haunt the dealer’s room in
search of some Silver Age treasures or a new
recruit wanting to shake hands with your favorite
TV star, this gathering of sci-
fi/fantasy/horror/comic lovers will have
something to fan the flames of your personal
fanaticism.

There will, of course, be guests from the field
of comic books. It wouldn’t be a comic book
convention without them. We have noted writers
(such as storied X-Men scribe Chris Claremont),
famed artists (including Marvel Super-Heroes
Secret Wars’ Mike Zeck) and celebrated creators
(Kevin Eastman of Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
fame). Local talent is also well represented, with
Albuquerque artists Andy Kuhn (Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles), David Harrigan (Lady Death) and
Aaron Campbell (Infidel) on hand to sketch, sign
cherished comics and chat with folks.

However, the majority of people familiar with
comic books these days got to know them
through movies and TV shows. And it’s hard to
have a “comic book” convention without at least
a few Hollywood guests. It’s here that the New
Mexico Comic Expo is pulling out all the stops. 

Actor Elijah Wood (star of “Wilfred,” “Dirk

Gently’s Holistic Detective Agency” and Peter
Jackson’s Lord of the Rings film franchise) is going
to be at NMCE doing a Q&A on the Lord of the
Rings films Sunday at 4pm. British actress Hayley
Atwell, who appeared as founding S.H.I.E.L.D.
superspy Peggy Carter in ABC’s “Agent Carter”
TV series and several of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe films (including the most recent
Avengers: Endgame), leads a Captain
America/Peggy Carter panel Saturday at 3pm.
Jason Isaacs and Tom Felton, who took on the
father-and-son roles of Lucius and Draco Malfoy
in the Harry Potter film series, each helm their
own panel (Isaacs at noon on Saturday and
Felton at 3pm on Sunday). 

Among the notable TV guests is Jon Bernthal
from Netflix’s “The Punisher” series and AMC’s
“The Walking Dead.” Fellow “Punisher” cast
members Josh Stewart, Giorgia Whigham and
Jason R. Moore will be joining Bernthal, as well
several folks from “The Walking Dead” including

Seth Gilliam,
Steven Ogg and
Cooper
Andrews. Jewel
Staite and Sean
Maher of Joss
Whedon’s cult
TV series
“Firefly” have a
talk on Saturday
at 5pm. Nerd
icon Felicia Day
(“The Guild,”
“Supernatural,”

Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog) discusses her
career in the industry on Saturday at 2pm. 

If you’re a fan of animation, there are
highlights for you as well. Julia and Eric Lewald,
showrunners of 1992 to 1997’s much-loved “X-
Men: The Animated Series” are reuniting with
several of the show’s voice actors, including Cal
Dodd (Wolverine), Lenore Zann (Rogue),
George Buza (Beast), Tony Daniels (Gambit) and
Chris Britton (Mr. Sinister). Their panel on
Saturday at 1pm is sure to be a nostalgic
highlight. 

Of course, the New Mexico Comic Expo’s
biggest “get” is red-hot actor Jason Momoa.
Momoa has made a splash (so to speak) recently,
appearing as barbarian leader Kal Drogo in HBO’s
smash hit series “Game of Thrones” and tackling
the role of Aquaman in DC’s Justice League and
Aquaman features. Momoa will only be around for
autographs and photo opportunities on Sunday.
These must be purchased in advance and are
rapidly filling up, so act quickly if you wanna
fulfill your Momoa fantasies.

Individual day tickets for NMCE ($30 Friday,
$45 Saturday or Sunday) can be bought by going
to nmcomicexpo.com/tickets. Three-day
admission passes are $85 and VIP passes (which
include the opening night party at the Hyatt
Regency) go for $165. Guests are charging for
individual autographs and photos. Most of the
major media guests require an advance purchase
of autographs/photos, as their space and time is
limited. For complete details and a full schedule
of events go to nmcomicexpo.com. a

Comic Expo Explodes
Inaugural con lures pop culture icons
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THE WEEK IN

FRIDAY 16

“Better Than Us” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Netflix gets even more
international, airing this Russian sci-fi
series about a family on the brink of
splitting up who become the owners of a
cutting-edge robot being sought by a
greedy corporation, some homicide
investigators and a group of terrorists.

“Green Frontier” (Netflix streaming
anytime) In this Colombian crime drama,
a young, Bogatá-based detective is drawn
into the jungle to investigate a string of
murders. There, she uncovers magic, an
evil plot and “her own true origins.”

“Invader Zim: Enter the Florpus!” (Netflix
streaming anytime) Creator-writer-artist
Jhonen Vasquez finally returns to his 2001
to 2006 Nickelodeon series about an
enthusiastic but hapless alien invader with
this feature-length sequel. Everyone, feel
free to sing The Doom Song.

SATURDAY 17

Zombie Tidal Wave (Syfy 7pm) Everyone
saddened by the end of the infamous
Sharknado series can relax. Star Ian
Ziering and director Anthony C.
Ferrante are back with this ridiculously
similar SyFy Channel offering about a
tsunami filled with the living dead.

SUNDAY 18

“Downton Abbey Live!” (KNME-5 7pm)
With the Downton Abbey movie hitting
theaters on Sept. 20, newscaster
Deborah Roberts hosts this live event
featuring a Q&A with the cast, brand
new clips from the movie and a
nostalgic look back at six seasons of
the beloved TV series.

“Cola Wars” (History Channel 7pm) I
lived through the epic Coke vs. Pepsi
conflict of the 1980s, and we lost a lot
of good people. A lot of good Members
Only jackets as well. #neverforget

I Am Patrick Swayze (Paramount/TV
Land/Spike 7pm) Paramount looks
back on the life and career of the Dirty
Dancing star with this biography of the
beloved actor as told by the people
who knew him.

THURSDAY 15

“Cannon Busters” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Writer and artist LeSean
Thomas (“The Boondocks”) created the
short-lived, anime-inspired comic book
Cannon Busters back in 2005. Now
Netflix picks it up as an animated
series. The story concerns the exploits
of a S.A.M., “a high-end, royal-class
friendship droid” who is joined by a
discarded maintenance robot and a
deadly fugitive on a “fantastic and
dangerous world” in a search for
S.A.M.’s best friend, the heir to a
powerful kingdom.

“Why Women Kill” (CBS All Access
streaming anytime) Lucy Liu, Ginnifer
Goodwin and Kirby Howell-Baptiste star
in this “darkly comic drama” detailing
the lives of three married women in
three different time periods: a
housewife in the ’60s, a socialite in the
’80s and a lawyer in 2019.

Mental Hopscotch
“This Way Up” on Hulu

I
rish comedian/writer/actor Aisling Bea isn’t

exactly a household name here in America.

She’s appeared in a number of TV series

over the years, most on the other side of the

pond (“The Fall,” “Finding Joy,” “Trollied,”

“The Delivery Man”). Now she’s making her

move as the creator and star of “This Way

Up,” a co-production between England’s

Channel 4 and America’s Hulu streaming

service. Could this new show’s stateside

presence finally give her the cross-cultural

success she deserves?
Bea stars as Aine (prononced “Anya”), a

whip-smart English-as-a-second-language
teacher trying to pull her life back together
after a “teeny little” nervous breakdown. The
show starts with Aine getting picked up from a
psychiatric facility by her older and wiser sister
Shona (Sharon Horgan, another Irish
comedian/actor/writer, best known for creating
the HBO series “Divorce”). Rehab, it seems,
wasn’t quite to Aine’s liking—mostly because
it didn’t have a Jacuzzi. It’s clear from the get-
go that Aine copes with everything by being as
snarky and humorous as possible. 

Aine’s nonstop monologue of jokes is
clearly a cover-up for a lot of deep-seated
problems. Shona, worried about her sister’s
mental health, spends most of her time
stalking her, constantly checking on the
location of Aine’s cell phone. She has reason
to be worried, really. Aine’s life isn’t exactly
perfect. She eats up a lot of time in class
showing her students episodes of “Keeping Up
With the Kardashians.” She’s got a hot
roommate who always seems to be having sex.
She spends a lot of sleepless nights wandering
the streets of London. (“A junkie said I looked
thin, so there’s that.”) And when she’s all
alone (which is often), she has a tendency to
collapse into crying jags.

The show mostly concentrates on Aine,
but gives almost equal coverage to Shona’s life.
Aine’s sis is a successful banking executive
with a perfect boyfriend (Aasif Mandvi from
“The Daily Show”)—yet she can’t stop
worrying about her younger sister. It’s not that
Aine is hopeless or helpless. She’s just second-
guessing her every move now, unsure of how to
put her life back together. A funny-sad
attempt to hook up with a guy she met at the
psychiatric facility demonstrates how mixed up
her thinking is. By the show’s second episode,
she meets a handsome single father (Tobias
Menzies from “Game of Thrones”) looking for
some tutoring for his estranged young son. The
situation provides Aine an opportunity to
demonstrate her teaching skills and to maybe
meet a nice guy, but the route to sitcom
romance is a rocky one.

AUGUST 15-21, 2019 WEEKLY ALIBI [31]

“This Way Up” carefully walks the line
between comedy and dramedy. It’s not quite
the awkward and uncomfortable humor of
Horgan’s “Divorce.” But it has its poignant
moments. Shot film-style on single camera, it
fits in well with Hulu’s other envelope-
pushing comedies (“Pen15,” “Difficult People”
“Casual,” “Shrill”). Bea is right in her element
with a character designed to show off her skills
(voluminous, nervous humor covering up a
deeper, darker truth). The show contains a few
tricky accents and a lot of very British in-
jokes, so a previous appreciation of UK
comedy helps. Nonetheless, the show’s edgy
humor, empathetic storyline and appealing
star do a lot to broaden its reach beyond the
British Isles. No matter our country of origin,
we’re all a little crazy, right? a

Season 1 of “This Way Up” premieres Wednesday,
Aug. 21 on Hulu.

“The Righteous Gemstones” (HBO 8pm)
Danny McBride (“Eastbound & Down,”
“Vice Principals”) is the creator and star of
this series about a famous but
dysfunctional family of televangelists.

MONDAY 19

“I Ship It” (KWBQ-19 8:30pm) In this
musical comedy series, a twentysomething
fangirl and aspiring writer of TV fanfic lands
a job (as a writer’s assistant) on her
favorite TV show of all time, “Superstition.”

TUESDAY 20

A Summer Place (TCM 6pm) Summer is
winding to a close, but you can close out
the season with this sentimental 1959
romance about two former teenage lovers
from different social classes who cross
paths as adults while vacationing on the
New England coast—only to find that their
own teenage offspring (Troy Donahue and
Sandra Dee) have fallen passionately in
love.

WEDNESDAY 21

“Hyperdrive” (Netflix streaming anytime)
Charlize Theron is the executive producer of
this reality competition in which “elite
street racers” from around the world test
their skills on a 100-acre automotive
obstacle course. a

SLOTH
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Where’d You Go, Bernadette
Maria Semple’s hit novel is turned into a witty
cinematic dramedy by filmmaker Richard Linklater
(Dazed and Confused, Before Sunset, School of
Rock, Boyhood). A loving mom (Cate Blanchett),
compelled to reconnect with her creative pas-
sions after years of sacrificing herself for her fam-
ily, goes missing in Antarctica. This forces her
family to break out of their codependent rut and
embark on an epic adventure to find her. Judy
Greer, Kristen Wiig, Billy Crudup, Laurence Fish-
burne and James Urbaniak are among the fine
cast. 104 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Thursday 8/15
at Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

RETURNING

The Big Lebowski (1998)
Jeff Bridges is a pot-smoking bowler just looking
to replace his beloved rug after he’s mistaken for
a reclusive millionaire by some vengeful nihilists.
These things happen. This anarchic comedy is one
of the Coen brothers’ most loved cult hits. And
deservedly so. 117 minutes. R. (Opens Sunday
8/18 at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Blazing Saddles (1974)
Mel Brooks’ anarchic and silly Western parody re-
turns to the big screen. Gene Wilder and Cleavon
Little star as a pair of mismatched lawmen trying
to save the town of Rock Ridge from some evil
railroaders. It ain’t politically correct, but it sure is
funny. 93 minutes. R. (Opens Tuesday 8/20 at Flix
Brewhouse)

A Boy Named Charlie Brown (1969)
Director Bill Melendez, who helmed most of the
“Peanuts” TV specials, directed this animated fea-
ture based on Charles Schultz’ beloved comic
strip. The loose story finds Charlie Brown going to
a spelling bee, Linus losing his blanket in New
York City and Snoopy fighting the Red Baron. It’s
got a couple of tunes and is partly based on a
series of “Peanuts” strips published in 1966. 85
minutes. G. (Opens Sunday 8/18 at Century 14
Downtown)

FILM | CAPSULES BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

and if the family finds her, they will kill her. Adam
Brody, Henry Czerny and Andie MacDowell are among
the colorful cast of this pleasantly surprising, lovingly
art-directed black comedy. R. (Opens Tuesday 8/20
at Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

RiffTrax Live: The Giant Spider Invasion
Comedians Michael J. Nelson, Kevin Murphy and Bill
Corbett of “Mystery Science Theater 3000” fame add
their live audio commentary to this cheesemont
1975 monster movie about, well, giant spiders that
invade Wisconsin. Alan Hale (The Skipper from “Gilli-
gan’s Island”) is the sheriff. It’s bad. 84 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Thursday 8/15 at Century Rio)

Rush: Cinema Strangiato 2019
Geddy Lee, Alex Lifeson and Neil Peart of legendary
rock band Rush are reunited for this concert spe-
cial/global fan event that promises to “give audi-
ences a special look into some of the best
performances from R40 Live.” Candid backstage mo-
ments, soundcheck performances and exclusive in-
terviews are woven among the band’s 40th
anniversary stage performances. 120 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Wednesday 8/21 at Century Rio)

This Changes Everything
Told firsthand by some of Hollywood’s leading voices
both in front of and behind the camera, this docu-
mentary examination shines a light on the systematic
sexism in Hollywood. Among the famous folks talking
gender disparity and gender discrimination in popu-
lar culture are Geena Davis, Meryl Streep, Reese
Witherspoon, Sandra Oh, Jessica Chastain, Natalie
Portman, Cate Blanchett, Sharon Stone and Taraji P.
Henson. 97 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 8/16 at
Guild Cinema)

Vai
This beautifully shot portmanteau film about female
empowerment follows the story of one woman’s life
in eight separate movements from the perspective of
nine different Pacific Island cultures. A host of female
directors from a variety of cultures worked on this
mesmerizing collection of interconnected shorts. In
Fijian, Tongan, Samoan, Maori and more with English
subtitles. 90 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 8/16
at Guild Cinema)

NEW

47 Meters Down: Uncaged
What’s the matter? Discovery’s “Shark Week” not
enough for you? OK, here’s a low-budget “in name
only” sequel to 2017’s survivalist horror film 47 Me-
ters Down. This one finds a bunch of vacationing
teens (celeb offspring Sistine Rose Stallone among
them) stuck in some underwater Mayan caves with a
pack of hungry sharks. 89 minutes. PG-13. (Opens
Thursday 8/15 at Century Rio, Century 14 Down-
town, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood
Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Blinded by the Light
Reviewed this issue. 117 minutes. PG-13. (Opens
Thursday 8/15 at Century Rio, Century 14 Down-
town, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cin-
emas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Blue Note Records: Beyond the Notes
Sophie Huber’s revelatory documentary journeys be-
hind the scenes of legendary Blue Note Records, the
pioneering label that gave voice to some of the finest
jazz artists of the 20th and 21st centuries. Using rare
archival footage, current recording sessions and con-
versations with Blue Note artists, the film illumi-
nates—among other things—the vital connection
between jazz and hip-hop. 85 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Monday 8/19 at Guild Cinema)

Doubt & Betty’s: A Noir Shorts Double Fea-
ture
Local filmmakers Riley Del Rey and Michael Ashton
Kuhn present the world premiere of their noir-tinged
short films “Doubt” and “Betty’s.” Run-down bars and
crimes of passion are the order of the day. Cast and
crew will be on hand for introductions and a post-
screening Q&A. 25 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Satur-
day 8/17 at Guild Cinema)

Evaru 
When a high-ranking police official is killed by his al-
leged rape victim, Sub-inspector Vikram Vasudev
(Adivi Sesh) is entrusted with digging into what
seems like an open-and-shut case. As he delves
deeper, however, he uncovers a “dark tale full of un-
expected surprises.” In Telugu with English subtitles.
115 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday 8/16 at Movies
West)

Good Boys
How about an incredibly raunchy comedy starring lit-
tle kids? That’s different. Three “good” sixth grade
boys ditch school and embark on their first disobedi-
ent adventure—which quickly devolves into a wild
romp involving stolen drugs, angry teenage girls and
one rager of a party. Jacob Tremblay (Room), Keith L.
Williams (“The Last Man on Earth”) and Brady Noon
(“Boardwalk Empire”) are the three little scamps get-
ting into some seriously R-rated trouble. 89 minutes.
R. (Opens Thursday 8/15 at Century Rio, Century 14
Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX)

Mission Mangal
Based (loosely) on true events, this historical drama
looks into the Indian Space Research Organization,
which successfully launched the Mars Orbiter Mis-
sion, making it the least expensive mission to Mars in
Earth history. Akshay Kumar, Vidya Balan and
Taapsee Pannu are among the brainy scientists. In
Hindi with English subtitles. 127 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Thursday 8/15 at Century 14 Downtown)

Morning Toons
New Mexico Entertainment magazine invites you to
grab your pajamas and sample a selection of classic
Looney Tunes cartoons from your childhood. Feel free
to bring your own kids and introduce them to the
timeless joys of Warner Bros. toons. 60 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Saturday 8/17 at Guild Cinema)

Ready or Not
If somebody could turn truth or dare into a horror
movie, why not hide and seek? Aussie actress
Samara Weaving (Three Billboards Outside Ebbing,
Missouri) stars as a young bride who goes to a
creepy country estate to meet her rich new hus-
band’s mysterious in-laws. There, she’s invited to par-
take in an age-old family tradition known as game
night. The game is hide and seek, but it becomes
quickly apparent that this game is deadly serious,

Ready or Not

Desperately Seeking Susan (1985)
In honor of Madonna’s birthday, Paradise Club Vin-
tage and Andy & Edie present this special screening
of Susan Seidelman’s 1985 comedy starring the Ma-
terial Girl herself and Rosanna Arquette. The madcap
story concerns a bored New Jersey housewife who—
thanks to some mistaken identity, a bout of amnesia
and various other conicidences—finds herself entan-
gled in the life of a free-spirited New York bohemian.
104 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Friday 8/16 at Guild
Cinema)

Millennium Actress (2001)
Noted Japanese animator Satoshi Kon (Tokyo Godfa-
thers, Paprika, Perfect Blue) is the writer-director of
this celebrated anime about a TV reporter and a
cameraman who interview an aging actress about a
prestigious but bankrupt Tokyo movie studio that is
on the verge of being torn down. As she reflects back
on her long life and career, the interviewers find
themselves drawn—literally—into her filmography and
her life story. A wonderful piece of cinematic art, and
a celebration of movies as history. Screened in Eng-
lish dubbed and English subtitled versions. 87 min-
utes. PG. (Opens Monday 8/19 at Cottonwood
Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cen-
tury Rio)

STILL PLAYING

Aladdin
Disney continues to crank out live-action remakes of
its classic animated features. Here, 1992’s fantasy
musical finds Will Smith replacing Robin Williams as
the wacky genie who makes life better/crazier for a
kindhearted street urchin (Mena Massoud) in love
with a princess (Naomi Scott). Weirdly enough, Guy
Ritchie (Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels;
Snatch; RocknRolla; Sherlock Holmes) directs. 128
minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
UNM Midweek Movies)

Amazing Grace
This tuneful and spiritual documentary/concert spe-
cial presents music legend Aretha Franklin with a
choir at the New Bethel Baptist Church in Watts, Los
Angeles, as she appeared in January of 1972. 87
minutes. Unrated. (Guild Cinema)
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into getting married on the spur of the moment so
the entire extended clan has an excuse to reunite in
China with granny. This funny-sad, semi-autobio-
graphical tale is based loosely on the life of its writer-
director Lulu Wang. Awkwafina grounds the whole
thing with a funny, sensitive and incredibly soulful
performance. In English and Mandarin with English
subtitles. 100 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, High Ridge,
Century 14 Downtown)

Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbs & Shaw
Hollywood, evidently, can’t make Fast & Furious
movies at a fast and furious enough pace. So here’s
a “sidequel” with lawman Luke Hobbs (Dwayne John-
son) and mercenary-for-hire Shaw (Jason Statham)
in some mismatched buddy comedy action. The
squabbling duo are reluctantly paired up to fight a
“cyber-genetically enhanced” villain (Idris Elba) with
super powers. Not that this series ever had much
grounding in reality, but it’s now officially become The
Avengers of car chase movies. 135 minutes. PG-13.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Flix Brew-
house, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

The Kitchen
Elisabeth Moss, Melissa McCarthy and Tiffany Had-
dish star in this crime drama adaptation of the Ver-
tigo comic book of the same name by Ollie Masters
and Ming Doyle. The ladies play the wives of some
Irish mobsters in New York’s Hell’s Kitchen, circa
1978. When their husbands get busted and end up
in jail, our former housewives step up, proving sur-
prisingly adept at breaking the law, running the rack-
ets and taking out the competition. 102 minutes. R.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

The Lion King
Disney remakes its 1994 animated hit The Lion King
as a “live-action” film. Of course, since it’s all done
with CGI, none of it is actually live-action. It’s just an-
other cartoon, but with different animation. The cast—
now consisting of Donald Glover, Beyoncé, Chiwitel
Ejiofor, James Earl Jones, Alfre Woodard, Keegan-
Michael Key, Seth Rogen and John Oliver—is mighty

The Angry Birds Movie 2
I don’t understand it myself, but evidently the 2016
computer-animated feature based on the smart-
phone game your kid played the hell out of back in
2010 needed a sequel. This time around, the angry
birds and their scheming pig enemies must join
forces in order to defeat … eh, something. You don’t
care. It might be enough to shut your kids up for an
hour and a half, allowing the parental despair raging
in your sleepless brain to subside for a brief, shining
moment. That’s all that really matters, isn’t it? Isn’t
it? 96 minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown, Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

The Art of Racing in the Rain
Garth Stein’s aggressively tear-jerking novel The Art of
Racing in the Rain is one of those wildly popular,
cloyingly sentimental stories in which the dog nar-
rates the whole thing in voice-over and then dies. In
this bland cinematic adaptation, Milo Ventimiglia
plays an aspiring race car driver who adopts a golden
retriever pup who can’t shut off his interior mono-
logue for 10 damn minutes. Kevin Costner provides
the voice for the dog who narrates the entire film,
philosophically yet humorously commenting on
everything from marriage to career to family tragedy.
As in the book, the dog talks like a Brandeis humani-
ties professor (“Gestures are all that I have; some-
times they must be grand in nature. And while I
occasionally step over the line and into the world of
the melodramatic, it is what I must do in order to
communicate clearly and effectively”) instead of like
those Facebook doggo memes (“Hooman, gib me a
cronchy yummo!”), which is way more realistic. 109
minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Brian Banks
Brian Banks was a promising high school athlete who
was falsely accused of rape by a fellow student. He
spent close to six years in prison and five years on
parole before his wrongful conviction was overturned.
Later on, he signed with the Atlanta Falcons. Good for
him. Here’s a soapy, would-be inspirational biopic
about his life from the guy who directed Ace Ventura:
Pet Detective. 99 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Bring the Soul: The Movie
The members of popular Korean boy band BTS ap-
pear on a rooftop in Paris, telling their own stories of
fame and fortune and performing their global hits in
front of an appreciative audience. 103 minutes. Un-
rated. (Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Century
Rio)

Dora and the Lost City of Gold
The globe-hopping Nickelodeon kiddy cartoon “Dora
the Explorer” gets a live-action reboot. Isabela Moner
(Transformers: The Last Knight) stars as the inquisi-
tive preteen who leads her friends (including her talk-
ing monkey, voiced by Danny Trejo) on a jungle
adventure to locate her missing parents. Benicio Del
Toro is Swiper. I repeat: Oscar winner Benicio Del Toro
is the evil criminal fox, Swiper. 102 minutes. PG.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Echo in the Canyon
Director Andrew Slater (a former record company ex-
ecutive) and producer Jakob Dylan (son to Bob
Dylan) pay tribute to the explosion of popular music
that came out of LA’s Laurel Canyon in the mid-’60s
when folk rock went electric. Bands like The Byrds,
The Beach Boys, Buffalo Springfield and the Mamas
and the Papas are profiled in this breezy look at the
historic “California Sound.” Brian Wilson, Michelle
Philips, Stephen Stills, David Crosby, Roger McGuinn,
Ringo Starr, Eric Clapton, Jackson Brown, Tom Petty,
Beck, Fiona Apple, Regina Spektor and Norah Jones
are among the musicians, past and present, inter-
viewed. Reviewed in v28 i26. 82 minutes. Unrated.
(Guild Cinema)

The Farewell
Scene-stealing comedian Awkwafina (Crazy Rich
Asians) expands her repertoire with this intimate
comedy-drama about a Chinese-American family
that discovers their grandmother has only a short
time left to live and decide to keep her in the dark
(which is a traditional Chinese thing, apparently).
Naturally, the family talks cousin Hao Hao (Chen
Han) and his new Japanese girlfriend (Aoi Mizuhara)
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impressive. But if you’ve seen the original, you’ve
seen this one. Pretty much shot-for-shot. How nostal-
gic are you? 118 minutes. PG. (Century 14 Down-
town, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood
Stadium 16, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX, High Ridge)

Maiden
This sporting documentary relates the story of Tracy
Edwards, a 24-year-old cook on charter boats, who
became the skipper of the first-ever all-female crew
to enter the Whitbread Round the World Race in
1989. Even if you have no interest in sailing, the sus-
penseful narrative and reflective accounting of
women’s history in sports should be enough to hook
you. 97 minutes. PG. (High Ridge)

Once Upon a Time … in Hollywood
Quentin Tarantino’s latest sprawling, multi-storyline
examination of time, place and people heads to
1969 SoCal to track fading TV cowboy Rick Dalton
(Leonardo DiCaprio) and his best friend/stunt dou-
ble Cliff Booth (Brad Pitt) as they navigate a rapidly
changing Hollywood landscape. Along the way, they
cross paths with various real-life pop cultural icons,
from the famous (Bruce Lee) to the infamous
(Charles Manson). It’s a surprisingly mature, medita-
tive look at middle age, changing times and seismic
cultural forces—at least until the lurid, revisionist fan-
tasia of an ending, which owes more than a wink and
a nod to Inglourious Basterds. 161 minutes. R. (Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX
& RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12, High Ridge)

Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark
In the ’80s the monster-filled, short story-jammed
book series Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark (written
by Alvin Schwartz and illustrated by Stephen Gam-
mell) was a must-read for middle-school kids looking
for some literary shocks. Now, Mexican horror king
Guillermo del Toro produces (but does not direct) this
loose adaptation. The film is set in small town New
England where a group of young people investigates
the mystery of Sarah Bellows, a haunted woman who
wrote all of her twisted nightmares into a book. And
now all of those stories are coming to life. (Which, if
we’re being honest, is kinda the plot to 2015’s
Goosebumps adaptation.) 111 minutes. PG-13.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Flix Brew-
house, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Spider-Man: Far From Home
Peter Parker (the pitch perfect Tom Holland) jets off
to Europe for a class trip where he’s quickly recruited
by Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson) to help fight off an
invasion of extradimensional elementals. Making
things more complicated is the arrival of new “hero”
in town Mysterio (Jake Gyllenhaal). Reviewed in v28
i27. 129 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema)

The Spy Behind Home Plate
Award-winning filmmaker Aviva Kempner (The Life
and Times of Hank Greenberg, Rosenwald) digs into
the enigmatic life of Morris “Moe” Berg. Berg was a
little-known Jewish hero who worked himself up from
the streets of Newark to play for five major league
teams during baseball’s Golden Age. Oh, also, he led
a secret life as spy for the OSS during World War II.
96 minutes. Unrated. (High Ridge)

Them That Follow
Deep in the mountains of Appalachia, a young girl
named Mara (Australian actress Alice Englert) is
being raised by her single father. Unfortunately, she
gets pregnant by her boyfriend. To make matters
worse, dad (Walton Goggins from “Justified”) just
happens to be the fundamentalist pastor of a insular,
snake-handling cult. First-time filmmakers Britt Poul-
ton and Dan Madison Savage have assembled a nat-
uralistic, slowly paced indie drama without falling
back on a bunch of Hollywood-style hillbilly chichés.
The cast (including Oscar winner Olivia Colman)
makes a lasting impression. Unfortunately, this sim-
ple, vaguely cautionary melodrama lacks the pulp
punch of other backwoods dramas like Winter’s
Bone. Reviewed in v28 i32. 98 minutes. R. (High
Ridge)

Toy Story 4
Woody, Buzz and the rest of the Toy story gang are
back in this latest outing for animation giant Pixar.
Seems that little Bonnie (who took over the toys after

Andy grew up and went off to college in Toy Story 3)
has created a beloved new plaything (named
“Forky”) out of a plastic spork, some pipe cleaners
and a couple mismatched googly eyes. But when
Forky gets lost during a road trip, Buzz and Woody
vow to rescue the freakish little dude. 100 minutes.
G. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, AMC Albuquerque 12, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Yesterday
Danny Boyle (Trainspotting, The Beach, Slumdog Mil-
lionaire) directs this modern-day fantasy about a
struggling British musician (Himesh Patel) who wakes
up one day to realize he’s somehow slipped into an
alternate timeline and is the only one in the world
who remembers The Beatles. Naturally, he starts
“writing” their music and becomes a superstar. But is
it enough to win him the heart of the woman he
loves? 116 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, High
Ridge)

SECOND RUN

Avengers: Endgame
Following the tragic circumstances of Avengers: In-
finity War, the surviving Avengers (Captain Amer-
ica, Black Widow, Thor, Hawkeye, Iron Man, The
Hulk) team up with the newly returned Captain
Marvel (Brie Larson) to make one last stand
against death-loving alien threat Thanos (Josh
Brolin). 181 minutes. PG-13. (Movies 8, Movies
West)

Child’s Play
Before Annabelle came along, America’s favorite
haunted doll was a tiny rubber serial killer named
Chucky. For this series reboot, Chucky is now a
digital, internet-connected robot who goes nutzo
and tries to kill a mom (Aubrey Plaza) and her
young son (Gabriel Bateman). Mark Hamill takes
over as the voice of our high-tech new Chucky
doll. 90 minutes. R. (Movies 8)

Godzilla: King of Monsters
This follow-up to 2014’s American Godzilla flick
finds the Earth on the edge of apocalypse thanks
to a wave of giant monsters (Mothra, Rodan, King
Ghidorah) attacking cities around the world. Can
the high-tech, cryptozoological agency Monarch
fight off the invasion by recruiting the “King of
Monsters” himself, Godzilla? 131 minutes. PG-13.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

John Wick Chapter 3: Parabellum
The third film in Keanu Reeves’ comeback trilogy,
which finds our unstoppable hitman John Wick on
the run with a $14 million dollar bounty on his
head, follows the trend of over-the-top-and-back-
again action. Halle Berry, Anjelica Huston, Ian Mc-
Shane, Laurence Fishburne and Mark Dacascos
are among the gunslinging guest stars. 130 min-
utes. R. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Men In Black: International
Tessa Thompson teams up with her Thor: Rag-
narok costar Chris Hemsworth as a conspiracy
theorist who worms her way into the new London
branch of the MIB. There, she is recruited and
teamed up with a partner to fend off a series of
alien attacks taking place around the globe. 114
minutes. PG-13. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Pokémon Detective Pikachu
Justice Smith (Paper Towns) stars as Tim Good-
man, stars in this odd, live-action offshoot of the
Pokémon anime/card game/video game fran-
chise. When his big city detective dad is killed in
the line of duty, our protagonist joins forces with a
talking Pokémon (voiced in PG-13 Deadpool mode
by Ryan Reynolds) to solve the crime. 104 min-
utes. PG. (Movies 8)

Rocketman
This biopic about the life and times of British rock
star Elton John turns the musician’s flamboyant
stage costumes and outsized persona into a
flashy, fantastical journey through rock history.
Taron Egerton (Kingsman: The Secret Service)
does energetic work as the piano pounder at the
center of it all. 121 minutes. R. (Movies 8, Movies
West)

The Secret Life of Pets 2
For this go-around, city-bred dog Max and his fel-
low apartment-dwelling pet pals (voiced by Kevin
Hart, Jenny Slate, Tiffany Haddish, Dana Carvey,
Hannibal Buress and Harrison Ford) are adjusting
to daytime life—interrupted now by a new, stay-at-
home baby. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)



The Legend of 
Jimmy Stallings

Singer-songwriter chats with Barnes and March

played a multitude of wondrously
composed pieces, Barnes accompanied
him.

Eventually the project grew into a
promising performance possibility, and,
consequently, shows were booked here in
Burque. Stallings will be playing a show
with Barnes as accompanist on Tuesday,
Aug. 20 at the Steel Bender Brewyard
starting at 6pm.

Before the gig, the two stopped by Alibi
HQ to talk tuneage, musical mythology,
the ever-blossoming future and the always
present past. Here’s a transcript of that
unusual meeting of minds.

Weekly Alibi: How did you get

involved with Jeremy Barnes?

Jimmy Stallings: Well, this friend of mine,
who is a writer in California, his sister
lives here in Albuquerque. His name is
Sam Sweet. That’s how I met Jeremy; I
got a hold of him and he helped me out
with my music.

Jeremy, what did you think about Mr.

Stallings and his music?

Jeremy Barnes: Sam called me one day—
he had been in Albuquerque and had been
out to visit his sister. He said, “I met this
guy, Jimmy Stallings. He’s from New
Mexico and lived in LA for a long time.”
He kinda gave me a brief summary of
Jimmy’s story. And he said, I haven’t met

BY AUGUST MARCH

S
ometimes you stumble into the past,
discovering its hidden glory in the
personages of those who came before.

They distilled the sweet wine into potent
liquor and back into nourishing ale; they
brought the signs, symbols and sounds of
their own culture—also shrouded in past
experience—into the light so that
younger generations of human beings
could experience the beauty and wonder
of a historic thread that winds through
our lives even now, just as it was meant
to. Music becomes something woven into
time, but separate from it, something that
persists.

Those are the thoughts that filled up
my head as I wondered about the next
music interview on my calendar. I was to
meet with Jimmy Stallings, a man from
Farmington, N.M. who had decided—in
the before time, in the memory-filled
world that came before my latest temporal
engagement with the Earth—that music,
rocanrol music in particular, would be his
prime mover.

Stallings left New Mexico in the late
’50s and ended up playing in a band called
the Sir Douglas Quintet. They were from
San Antonio in Tejas, but had taken the
fabled and only sometimes successful trip
to El Lay that many a rocker took in those
days, looking for fame, perhaps
mesmerized by the bright lights and
awesome opportunities the City of Angels
seemed to offer.

Stallings was one of those mythic
success stories, finding a measure of fame
in recordings like “Heya,” a tune he
recorded in 1969 as J.J. Light. The song,
which reflects Stallings’ Dine heritage,
was a hit in Germany and England; and 30
years later, Krokus covered “Heya” on
their album Round 13.

In the meantime—uncomfortable with
fame and its accoutrements, including
promotion and air travel—Stallings
eventually returned to New Mexico,
sustained a successful marriage begun in
Califas, raised a family and continued to
rock out. He also told his story to those
listening, including Jeremy Barnes, an
Albuquerque-based musician who saw
heavy rocanrol action as a member of
Neutral Milk Hotel before founding the
groundbreaking, genre-defying duo, A
Hawk and a Hacksaw.

Barnes’ interest in Stallings’ story—
and his amazing gift for songwriting—
grew into a collaborative project. While
Stallings, a bassist by trade, sang and
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AURAL FIXATION
BY AUGUST MARCH

You’re Coming Along
Autumn, school, music

Face it: Everyone will like you so much better
when you’ve learned to play a musical
instrument—and can jam out Gangnam Style,
Sasquatch style or whatever suits your fancy—
while performing a multitude of other
postmodern actions like doing your job,
shopping to acquire material possessions or
making use of medicinal plants.

And it so happens that the end of summer,
just as fall approaches, is a perfect time to take
up musical play. School’s back in session,
learners are coming out of the woodwork—so
why not make yourself over as one of those
seekers whose life can be changed through the
acquisition of musical knowledge? 

Luckily this is a musical town in a melodic
state, nestled in a dissonant country and a too
complex to sonically categorize world. That
means you’ll have no trouble whatsoever
moving over toward musicianship. Here’s a
place to go and something to do as you build
those harmonic muscles and chordal ideas into a
stronger, more healthy human existence.

Around Burque, the New Mexico School of
Music is one of your best options, whether
you’re young or just young at heart. The school
offers an early childhood music program divided
into two age groups: 18 months to 3 years old
and 3 to 5 years old. This program, known as
Music Fun Time, prepares young children to
encounter music by presenting basic theory as
a fun, creative activity. Students are also issued
a backpack full of rhythm instruments at
registration, so parents should keep in mind the
potentially loud and joyous noises that will
certainly follow. The school also offers a
complete Suzuki violin program for young
learners.

For older children and teens, this private
music school staffed by some of the city’s best
music educators—many of whom also teach at
UNM—also offers private and semi-private
lessons on a variety of instruments including
accordion, brass (French horn, trombone,
trumpet and tuba), drums, guitar (acoustic, bass,
electric and ukulele), piano (all styles, including
classical and jazz), strings (violin, viola, cello and
harp), voice and wind instruments (clarinet,
flute, oboe, saxophone and recorder).

Of course adults can engage in similar
courses of study at the New Mexico School of
Music. Whether they’re new to the whole
concept or trying to get back into tune after
several years of ignoring their high school band
director’s best advice, the school offers private
lessons with varying time commitments for
adult learners of all abilities. 

And yes, all of the so-called cultural
advantages tied to a musical education will cost
some feria, folks. But with a staff of university-
educated, community-minded instructors at the
helm, it’s well worth the price of tuition.

Besides, everyone you know will fawn when
you can sit down at the piano at the local tavern
and elegantly bang out some righteous
Debussy whilst discoursing on the majesty and
madness that was French Impressionism. Just
sayin’. a

New Mexico School of Music

136-J Washington St. NE • 10701 Montgomery

Blvd. NE

266-3474 • 294-4604

MUSIC | INTERVIEW

a lot of people from his generation who
are still creative, still working, making
great art. I was really intrigued—including
about the things he had done in the
past—and so I called him up and we hit it
off.

What happened next?

Jimmy brought over some recordings to
my home studio, and the first song I put
on just blew me away. I couldn’t believe
this is something he’d written in the past
year or so. It was shocking to me that he’s
still—he’s got a mobile studio at his house
and he’s up there writing songs all night
long—making beautiful music. He’s still
got it.

Jimmy, tell me your story.

Jimmy: I went out to California when I
was 17. I graduated from high school in
Farmington, N.M. and worked out in the
oil fields for about three months there and
earned enough money to get out to
California. I ended up in San Jose. I
worked for my aunt and uncle, they
owned a laundromat. I used to drive
laundry to Gilroy, [Calif.] and places like
that. I worked there for about a year.
Then my friend, Kim Fowley, who owned
a record label with Gary S. Paxton—the
producer of a band called The Hollywood
Argyles at that time—they came to San
Jose, and they asked me to get up and
sing. They liked what I did and Gary
asked me if I had written any songs. I told
him that I had written a few, and I didn’t
think they were anything. They decided
to record me doing a couple of songs. He
had all the tracks done in Los Angeles.
Turned out great. That was my first
record.

An Evening with Jimmy Stallings

Accompanied by Jeremy Barnes

Tuesday, Aug. 20 • 6pm • Free

Steel Bender Brewyard

8305 Second Street NW

Jimmy Stallings COREY YAZZIE
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Did you play guitar on those songs?

Yeah, but bass is my main instrument.
Jeremy: He’s a great bass player!
Jimmy: I’m a self-taught musician.

What was your career in LA like?

I lived in LA for over 40 years. I worked
with a lot of heavy musicians. I was with a
band called Ruben Rodriguez and His
Guadalajara Kings. It was an 18-piece
mariachi group. We did a couple of
albums on Liberty Records. I had another
group on Liberty Records called The
Forerunners, we recorded a couple of
songs when two local doctors put up the
money for us to go in the studio. 

Jeremy: That was with some of the guys
from the band Love, right Jimmy?

Jimmy: Gary Rowles from Love played
the lead guitar and Bob Newkirk was the
drummer, he was really a session man.
Gary’s father was Jimmy Rowles, a jazz
pianist who wrote “The Peacocks.” I used
to visit Jimmy and his wife Dorothy when
they lived in Burbank. Gary and I are still
great friends. He’s in Oregon now, doing
his own work.

Jeremy: Was that the band that had the
sax player from the Mothers of Invention?

Jimmy: Oh, no that was Don Preston,
the keyboard player. He went to the
Mothers. We were in Hawaii playing some
gigs as The Forerunners and he got a
telegram that said, “Come home, your
mother’s dying!” But it was really Zappa
who sent the telegram. I knew what was
going on, they [The Mothers of
Invention] needed him. I let him go three
days before the job was done and we
played as a trio. But I told him, “Don,
here’s your opportunity. Go ahead and go,
this is a huge break!” He’s a great pianist,
too. I guess I knew a lot of people back
then. I played a lot and played a lot of
places.

Did you enjoy those years as a working

musician?

It was basically kind. I made a living,
raised three kids and still managed to
make the scene. I’ve been married to

Gloria 56 years now. It’s been nothing but
a blessing—this life.

So, why did you decide to get back into

writing and performing?

Well, I’ve always been about music. I
can’t hang a screen door, so I better play
out. I’ll die playing music because that’s
my forte; that’s my life.

Jeremy: He’s been playing shows
around town lately!

Tell me about that, Jimmy.

I’ve played live a lot when I was with The
Sir Douglas Quintet, back in the early
days. Here in Albuquerque, I’ve played a
few clubs this summer. I tried to have a
band, but they want you to play for food
and tips in this town and you can’t pay a
band to back you up at that price. It’s sad
how musicians are treated now, I think. In
any town, anymore.

What shows do you have coming up?

Jeremy and I are playing on Aug. 20 at
Steel Bender.

Yeah, all these breweries popped up in

the last couple or three years and now

they’re the place to play, apparently.

I’ve seen a lot of great shows at

breweries lately.

I went and jammed last night at the
Monte Vista Fire Station. I sat in there
last night with the Memphis P-Tails.

No shizz?

Yeah, they’re friends of mine, great
musicians too.

When you play music with Jeremy,

what’s that like?

It’s just fun. I get to do my original stuff. I
like to do that.

Jeremy: I’m always telling him, “Let’s
do your songs, they’re great and people
need to hear them.”

Jimmy: I played at AJ Wood’s going-
away party.

I miss him being part of the scene. He’s

such a good guy.

I was talking to him the other day; I think
he’s coming back.

He’s all into skateboarding again!

Jeremy: We’re trying to get him to come
back to New Mexico.

Jimmy: I told him that this is where all
his friends are.

Well, New Mexico is a hardscrabble

place, but if you can find a niche here,

it’s an awesome place to be,

creatively, musically.

When I was with The Sir Douglas Quintet
and, they became the Texas Tornados, by
the way, I used to hang out with Flaco
Jiménez and Freddy Fender. I loved all
those guys and playing with them was an
honor.

Does that wealth of experience and

knowledge figure into your current

work?

It’s very different now, of course. Loyal
audiences are harder to come by, live
music isn’t nearly as popular. Back then,
they used to come out of the woodwork to
see The Sir Douglas Quintet. They’d
literally come down from the mountains.
We were on a bill with Fleetwood Mac
and Mothers of Invention and it felt like
the whole world was there. But I feel like
I’ve been living in bars most of my life,
too.

Jeremy: Jimmy’s been back in town for
about 25 years.

Jimmy: I used to come through from
California and play the Caravan East; I
backed up Charley Pride there. In the
Ruben Rodriguez group that I played in,
Larry Carlton was the guitar player. He
was 17 back when I played with him. One
night I came home and told my wife, “I
just played with this kid named Larry
Carlton.” She asked me if he was any
good, and I told her, “He’s going to be a
very bad man on the guitar, that kid can
play, man!”

If someone wholly unfamiliar with the

concept asked you to describe what

you do, what would you tell them?

I’d tell them I have eight or nine albums
out but that they sould listen to the album
about my mom, I called it Brave Heart

Woman. I believe every woman I’ve met in
my life has a brave heart. They’ve been
through things in life that men don’t
really understand. Every mother should be
in a hall of fame. I’ve done a lot of stuff,
but that work still resonates. My biggest
hit, “Heya,” happened because my mother
used to take me to Gallup to witness the
yearly Inter-Tribal [Indian] Ceremonial. It
was a very spiritual experience. I
remember that, I remember the songs that
they sang. That’s where my song comes
from. a

Jimmy Stallings and Jeremy Barnes COREY YAZZIE
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BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS BY JOSHUA LEE

Wacky World of Weed Law
Confusion abounds in post-hemp legalization

samples to labs with the proper testing
equipment is just too expensive. 

Does this make Ohio, Florida and Texas the
three newest states to join the legalization
movement? Well. No, not really. Cannabis
remains illegal, and you can be sure those law
enforcement agencies are bound to get the right
testing equipment as soon as they can. But it

does highlight the asinine state of our current
cannabis laws.

Judge Opens MMJ
Program to Outsiders
Well, it happened. If you’d asked a
week ago, I’d have told you that a

request to force the New Mexico
Department of Health to begin
allowing out-of-state applicants
into the New Mexico Medical

Cannabis Program was a
publicity stunt by Ultra
Health CEO Duke
Rodriguez, or at the very

least, a longshot attempt at
squeezing a higher plant limit

out of the agency.
But lo and behold! Last week,

state district court Judge Bryan
Biedscheid said that a word change in

the new medical program expansion bill did,
indeed, make it illegal for the DOH to require
a New Mexico ID or driver’s license from
applicants, opening the program to the entire
country. It will still be illegal to transport
cannabis across state lines, however.

Biedscheid gave the DOH and Medical
Cannabis Program until Aug. 19 to respond
to the decision. Watch this space for further
developments.

O
n Aug. 1, the New Mexico Environment
Department (NMED) enacted an
emergency rule regulating the extraction,

manufacturing and transportation of hemp and
hemp products. The rule allows those in the
hemp industry to move forward with production
while the state develops regulations. For now,
hemp producers are required to obtain three
different licenses: one for storage, one for
manufacturing and one for extraction.
Each one costs $1,000. The
temporary rule will only last for
six months.

Hemp was made federally legal
at the end of last year when
President Trump signed the 2018
Farm Bill into law. The Farm Bill
is updated every few years and
outlines the Department of
Agriculture’s policies on national
farming programs. The most
recent version distinguished
“hemp” as cannabis that
contains less than 0.3 percent
THC and removed it from the list
of controlled substances.

This is all well and good, but
creating different legal statuses for
“hemp” and “marijuana” has made all sorts of
problems for lawmakers and law enforcement
agencies with boots on the ground. That’s
because “hemp” is still “marijuana.” 

In Ohio, state legislators say they’ve
accidentally legalized marijuana temporarily—
seemingly because they were unaware of this
conundrum. Jason Pappas, Vice President of the
Ohio Fraternal Order of Police, told WBNS in
Columbus that his officers are expected to be
able to distinguish between marijuana and
hemp. “That is not possible for a human being
to do,” he said. “That has to be done through
crime analysis.” Specifically, the plant matter
has to be tested for THC content. If it has less
than 0.3 percent, then it’s “hemp,” and
everything’s ok. Otherwise …

The problem is that most, if not all, of
Ohio’s crime labs test for the presence of THC
but not the quantity. Ohio’s Bureau of Criminal
Investigation crime lab has advised prosecutors
to suspend identification of marijuana testing
and not to indict “any cannabis-related items.”
It said it may take several months before the
state will be able to do the proper tests required
by the new law. The Columbus City Attorney
told reporters his office will not be prosecuting
misdemeanor marijuana cases and will also be
dropping any pending cases.

Meanwhile, Florida seems to have also
accidentally legalized cannabis in the exact
same fashion. Jack Campbell, state attorney for
Florida’s second judicial circuit, said there was
no way to prosecute cannabis offenders.
“There’s literally no state lab in the state of
Florida that can do testing and say ‘this is
hemp,’ or ‘no, this is marijuana,’” he told WJCT
in Jacksonville.

And in Texas, following yet another state
hemp legalization bill, prosecutors have been
dropping marijuana charges and refusing to
pursue new cases because the cost of sending

Strain Corner
This week we visited Sandia Botanicals
(2406 Comanche Rd. NE) for a taste of
Orange Apricot OG (THC: 18.35%, CBD:
0.03%—$10/gram). A cross between High
Octane OG and Legends Orange Apricot,
this strain smells bright and tangy and
tastes citrusy, as the name implies, but
with sweet notes.

The effects of this indica-dominant
hybrid creeped up slowly as the bowl
burned. By the end, I felt sluggish and
zoned out. My muscles were relaxed and I
had trouble finding the motivation to get
up off the couch, despite the sudden onset
of the munchies. I debated getting up to
fetch a bowl of cereal from the kitchen for
a few minutes when the album I’d left
playing ended. A strange and heavy
silence filled the room. I adjusted my seat
slightly and the sound reverberated off the
walls. I continued to debate with myself
over whether cereal was worth the walk to
the kitchen. I stared at the quiet speakers.

This strain is recommended for those
suffering from fatigue, stress or
sleeplessness. a
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): How did sound technicians
create the signature roar of the fictional monster
Godzilla? They slathered pine-tar resin on a leather
glove and stroked it against the strings of a double
bass. How about the famous howl of the fictional
character Tarzan? Sonic artists blended a hyena’s
screech played backwards, a dog’s growl, a soprano
singer’s fluttered intonation slowed down and an
actor’s yell. Karen O, lead singer of the band Yeah Yeah
Yeahs, periodically unleashes very long screams that
may make the hair stand up on the back of her
listeners’ necks. In accordance with astrological omens,
I’d love to see you experiment with creating your own
personal Yowl or Laugh or Whisper of Power in the
coming weeks: a unique sound that would boost your
wild confidence and help give you full access to your
primal lust for life.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “If your dreams do not
scare you, they are not big enough,” said Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf, ex-President of Liberia. In accordance with
astrological imperatives, I propose that we make that
your watchword for the foreseeable future. From what
I can tell, you’re due to upgrade your long-term goals.
You have the courage and vision necessary to dare
yourself toward an even more fulfilling destiny than
you’ve been willing or ready to imagine up until now.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): How did our ancestors ever
figure out that the calendula flower can be used as
healing medicine for irritated and inflamed skin? It must
have been a very long process of trial and error. (Or did
the plant somehow “communicate” to indigenous
herbalists, informing them of its use?) In any case, this
curative herb is only one of hundreds of plants that
people somehow came to adjudge as having healing
properties. “Miraculous” is not too strong a word to
describe such discoveries. According to my analysis of
the astrological omens, Gemini, you now have the
patience and perspicacity to engage in a comparable
process: to find useful resources through experiment
and close observation—with a hardy assist from your
intuition.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Today the city of Timbuktu
in Mali is poor and in the throes of desertification. But
from the fourteenth to seventeenth centuries, it was
one of the great cultural centers of the world. Its
libraries filled up with thousands of influential books,
which remained intact until fairly recently. In 2012, Al-
Qaeda jihadists conceived a plan to destroy the vast
trove of learning and scholarship. One man foiled them.
Abba al-Hadi, an illiterate guard who had worked at
one of the libraries, smuggled out many of the books in
empty rice sacks. By the time the jihadists started
burning, most of the treasure had been relocated. I
don’t think the problem in your sphere is anywhere
near as dire as this, Cancerian. But I do hope you will be
proactive about saving and preserving valuable
resources before they’re at risk of being diluted,
compromised, or neglected.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Moray eels have two sets of
jaws. The front set does their chewing. The second set,
normally located behind the first, can be launched
forward to snag prey they want to eat. In invoking this
aggressive strategy to serve as a metaphor for you in
the coming weeks, I want to suggest that you be very
dynamic and enterprising as you go after what you
want and need. Don’t be rude and invasive, of course,
but consider the possibility of being audacious and
zealous.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): It’s relatively rare, but now
and then people receive money or gifts from donors
they don’t know. Relatives they’ve never met may
bequeath them diamond tiaras or alpaca farms or
bundles of cash. I don’t think that’s exactly what will
occur for you in the coming weeks, but I do suspect
that you’ll garner blessings or help from unexpected
sources. To help ensure the best possible versions of
these acts of grace, I suggest that you be as generous
as possible in the kindness and attention you offer.
Remember this verse from the Bible: “Do not forget to
show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some
people have shown hospitality to angels without
knowing it.”

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libra-born Ronald McNair
was an African American who grew up in a racist town
in South Carolina in the 1950s. The bigotry cramped his
freedom, but he rebelled. When he was nine years old,
he refused to leave a segregated library, which
prompted authorities to summon the police. Years later,
McNair earned a PhD in Physics from MIT and became
renowned for his research on laser physics. Eventually,
NASA chose him to be an astronaut from a pool of
10,000 candidates. That library in South Carolina? It’s
now named after him. I suspect that you, too, will soon
receive some vindication, Libra: a reward or blessing or
consecration that will reconfigure your past.

SCORPIO (Oct. 3-Nov. 21): Scorpio author Zadie Smith
wrote, “In the end, your past is not my past and your
truth is not my truth and your solution—is not my
solution.” I think it will be perfectly fine if sometime
soon you speak those words to a person you care
about. In delivering such a message, you won’t be angry
or dismissive. Rather, you will be establishing good
boundaries between you and your ally; you will be
acknowledging the fact that the two of you are
different people with different approaches to life. And I
bet that will ultimately make you closer.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “Nothing fruitful ever
comes when plants are forced to flower in the wrong
season,” wrote author and activist Bette Lord. That’s
not entirely true. For example, skilled and meticulous
gardeners can compel tulip and hyacinth bulbs to flower
before they would naturally be able to. But as a
metaphor, Lord’s insight is largely accurate. And I think
you’ll be wise to keep it in mind during the coming
weeks. So my advice is: Don’t try to make people and
processes ripen before they are ready. But here’s a
caveat: You might have modest success working to
render them a bit more ready.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): “For though we often
need to be restored to the small, concrete, limited, and
certain, we as often need to be reminded of the large,
vague, unlimited, unknown.” Poet A. R. Ammons
formulated that shiny burst of wisdom, and now I’m
passing it on to you. As I think you know, you tend to
have more skill at and a greater inclination toward the
small, concrete, limited and certain. That’s why, in my
opinion, it’s rejuvenating for you to periodically exult in
and explore what’s large, vague, unlimited, unknown.
Now is one of those times.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “Look into my eyes. Kiss
me, and you will see how important I am.” Poet Sylvia
Plath wrote that, and now, in accordance with
astrological omens, I’m authorizing you to say
something similar to anyone who is interested in you
but would benefit from gazing more deeply into your
soul and entering into a more profound relationship
with your mysteries. In other words, you have cosmic
permission to be more forthcoming in showing people
your beauty and value.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In his Anti-Memoirs,
author André Malraux quotes a tough-minded priest
who served in the French Resistance during World War
II. He spent his adult life hearing his parishioners’
confessions. “The fundamental fact is that there’s no
such thing as a grown-up person,” the priest declared.
Even if that’s mostly true, Pisces, my sense is that it is
less true about you right now than it has ever been. In
the past months, you have been doing good work to
become more of a fully realized version of yourself. I
expect that the deepening and maturation process is
reaching a culmination. Don’t underestimate your
success! Celebrate it! a

HOMEWORK: THE JAPANESE POET IKKYU SAID, “TO ALL
I CARE ABOUT, HERE’S A FRIENDLY TIP:

ENLIGHTENMENT IS GAFFE UPON ERROR UPON
BLOOPER.” DO YOU AGREE? FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.



Legal Services

START BANKRUTPCY FOR $0.
Lawyer Advertisement. Stop
Wage Garnishment |
Eliminate Your Debts | 100%
Free Consultation – Hurry |
McCookLawFirm.com | (505)
600-2550

Handyman Services

7STAR ELECTRIC - AIR COND
EE98-MM98-GB98-License
353730 Elect - Air Cond-
Cold Air - Swamp - Plumb -
Gas - Heat Installs. Fix.
Repair. Troubleshoot
www.AlbuquerqueElectricicans
.net Mike Bell/Owner -
505.239.3573

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest
CASH Prices Paid In NM For
Your Diabetic Test Strips And
FREE Pick-UP! Help
Others(Those Without
Insurance) & Make Money
Too! Call: 505-203-6806

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

Employment

Are you in art school, art group
or private studio in need of a
reliable drawing figure model?
If so call Jay 505-294-4434

ROOFERS WANTED National
Roofing is looking to hire 60
roofers immediately! We offer
steady work, comprehensive
benefits, generous weekly
compensation, paid time off,
and more importantly a great

Apartments for Rent

FOR RENT 2 BDRM 1 BTH.
Near Central & Wyoming.
Dwnstrs apt. $575 + DD.
(505)480-5315.

MOVE IN TODAY! Fully
Furnished Studio Apartments –
no credit check & no lease
req. Call Now: 505-225-2673

LOW RATES! Fully furnished
studios. FREE utilities. NO
CREDIT CHECK. Call now &
move in today: 505-225-1216

NEWLY RENOVATED furnished
studios. Laundry Onsite. Cable
& Utilities INCLUDED. Call now:
505-226-6932

place to work! Our
employees are our most
valuable assets, we aim to
provide a fun, safe and
caring work environment. To
apply, call 505-883-3000 or
visit
nationalroofing.com/careers 

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in the
Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!

THE WEEKLY ALIBI
CLASSIFIEDS are a great deal!
Call 346-0660 ext. 221.

Gigs/Show Flyers

STEVE ROACH LIVE SANTA
FE Electronic Music Pioneer
STEVE ROACH, live at
Paradiso, Santa Fe. Tickets @
Eventbrite. Sept. 21-22 only.
Music@earwaves.net. Will sell
out soon! An analogue synth
legend!

PATRON AT THE GAS STATION

We were two hungover chicks gassing up our whip to go

drink in El Paso for the night. You were an attractive man

hanging out the window of an escalade taking shots of

patron and using something out of a whataburger cup as

a chaser. I said “that’s what’s up” as I pulled out of the lot

and you gave me a smile. Texas was lame should have

just chilled with you

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Gas station at San Pedro and Lomas on

8/2/2019.

ANGEL IN A BLUE DRESS

Summer fest Nob Hill, you were posted in front of

2Fools looking devilishly delicious in a Royal Blue dress.

We can watch a moon rise whenever you wish.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Sufferfest Nob Hill on 7/20/2019.

HANDSOME BOUNCER DOWNTOWN

Gorgeous bald security guard w ith tattoos at Cake’s

grand opening night. Smoked a cigarette with me and

chatted for a few minutes. Didn’t catch your name

though. Would enjoy meeting you again for a drink

sometime?

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Cake Nightclub on 7/12/2019.

A GOOD GUINNESS ON A BAD DAY
I ordered an avocado taco, even though I am not a

vegetarian. You looked suave in an asthmatic way. A

smile as intoxicating as an entire bottle of Apple

Puckers. Your laughter gave my heart the old one-two.

could you be the Jim to my Pam? Only 3 am will tell. For

now, I sit under the hackberry tree and contemplate the

uncertain future. Can we find the future in a photo

booth? Can love save the world? Will you slow dance

with me again?

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Sister on 7/7/2019.

GIRL GAVE ME A GRAPE SODA

You ask me if I smoked. I was at circle R working on a

vehicle. I wanted to, but couldn’t go with you. It was a

bad time, but hoping to reconnect with you because I

thought you were pretty cool. Maybe we could

match?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Carlisle and Comanche.

AND I SAW HER STANDING THERE!
You were standing at Candelaria near Moon around
5:00 today! I was riding my motorcycle and when I
saw your smile, my heart actually skipped a few
beats. I mouthed “Hello” to you and you smiled!
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Corner of Candelaria near Moon on 7/5/2019.

Rooms/Roommates

Northeast

FURNISHED ROOM
$350/mo+1/3 util $250DD.
Shared bath, Quiet, safe area
near CNM Nth. Exercise/hot
tub/pooltable. No couples,
pets/kids 294-7209
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Body & Soul
Licensed Massage

MEZMERIZING MASSAGE BY
MISS VIKI Call 505-304-
4121 to schedule Appt. Lic#
1904

w
REFLEXOLOGY/MASSA
GE ABQ http://barefoot-

massage.com/ Lic#7318

MASSAGE BY PATTERSON
Relaxing full body massage.
$60/hr $80/90mins. 805

San Pedro SE. Appt 505-385-
6429. LMT#5767.

MASSAGE THERAPY
WELLNESS Massage
Therapist with a small very
clean studio offering massage

six days a week 9am until
6pm Monday threw Saturday
close to downtown and Nob
Hill call to schedule an
appointment (505) 295-
9458 mtl #9993 
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Across

1 Georgia, once

4 Spotify release, maybe

9 Powerful influence

14 Whitman of “Good Girls”

15 Way more than one, in
prefixes

16 Calf roper’s rope

17 Tahiti, par exemple

18 Arctic, e.g.

19 Out-and-out

20 Wrapped-up A-shaped
beam in the garage?

23 1976 Wimbledon winner

24 Day-to-day grind

28 Tramp’s companion

29 OshKosh ___ (clothing
brand)

32 Nerve cell impulse
transmitter

33 Bucking animal, informally

34 Bothered

35 Your average places to
create wooden boards?

40 City in 7-Down

41 Video chat problem

42 Suffix for gazillion

43 It’s fed at a curb

44 “The Nanny” portrayer
Drescher

48 Enters, as a bar code

50 Solitary

51 High-achieving $10 bills?

55 Seiji with 2019’s “The
Tokyo Gala Concert (Live)”

58 Not after

59 Kit ___ (candy bar)

60 All over the interwebs

61 Housing contract

62 Previously, on
Shakespeare’s stage

63 Slack-jawed

64 Poly follower

65 Lincoln’s son

Down

1 Robert who created Triumph
the Insult Comic Dog

2 It may be on the tip of your
tongue

3 Shortened, as a sail

4 “It’s ___ Unusual Day”

5 Enforcer Brasi of “The
Godfather”

6 Spent frivolously

7 Bryce Canyon locale

8 A to A without any sharps
or flats, e.g.

9 Pizza option

10 Reading group?

11 Porridge tidbit

12 Off-roading truck, briefly

13 “___ Baby” (1981 Toni
Morrison novel)

21 Endeavor

22 “Go team!”

25 Jump in an ice rink

26 Frosty the Snowman’s
eyes

27 Head experts?

29 Maidenform purchase

30 “Do unto others ...”
principle

31 Beginning

33 ___-country (genre
including Florida Georgia Line)

34 Comedian Schumer

35 Univ. application figures

36 Trump son played by Alex
Moffat on “SNL”

37 Writer/director Ephron

38 Fair tradeoff

39 Part of WWI

43 “Paper Planes” rapper

44 Target of some shots

45 Harden or Westbrook, e.g.

46 Turkish capital

47 Placed one within another

49 Like old donuts

50 Better trained

52 “Yoshi’s Island” platform

53 Elephantlike machine
seen in “The Empire Strikes
Back”

54 Sagacious

55 Anatomical eggs

56 Change direction

57 Parseghian of Notre Dame
fame

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

Cutting Through”—it takes the right tool.
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