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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to letters@alibi.com.
Letters can also be mailed to P.O. Box 81, Albuquerque, N.M., 87103. Letters—including comments
posted on alibi.com—may be published in any medium and edited for length and clarity; owing to the

volume of correspondence, we regrettably can’t respond to every letter.
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Mr. Benton’s Neighborhood

Dear Alibi,
In a recent Alibi interview [ “An Insurgent
Campaign,” v28 i36] regarding his candidacy
for City Council District 2, candidate Robert
Nelson blatantly misrepresents my record.
Contrary to what Mr. Nelson said, I have
consistently been an advocate for our historic
and traditional neighborhoods and have
directed funding toward these communities. In
2016, when the Berry administration sought to
move $5 million from the Housing and
Neighborhood Economic Development Fund
(federal “pocket of poverty” funding
earmarked for low income communities) to
fund small business loans related to ART, I
assertively and successfully fought the
administration’s effort. Mr. Nelson’s claim that
“[Benton] was in support of the [ART] loans,”
is simply erroneous.

Numerous news stories quote me saying I
opposed Berry’s attempts to move this money
(March 25, 2016, KOB, “Millions meant for
poor may go to businesses affected by ART”).
But, Mr. Nelson said, “Benton signed
legislation to make sure that money was used
for small business loans ... We did win that
fight, Berry vetoed the plan to provide loans
from the fund in question.” Mr. Nelson is
100% [percent] wrong. As President of the
Council, I was vocal and instrumental in
stopping the Berry Administration from
diverting money from this fund. 

During this time, I also met with Robert
Nelson and several other Historic
Neighborhood Alliance and District 2
neighborhood advocates to encourage them to
apply to become members of the Housing and
Neighborhood Economic Development
(HNED) Committee, the City entity that
governs the “pocket of poverty” funding.
Interested community members had to apply

with Mayor Berry’s office—which then failed
to promptly act on the appointments. My
office pushed for the appointments to be sent
to Council and on August 7, 2017, I voted for
Robert Nelson’s appointment. 

I hope going forward that Mr. Nelson gets
his facts straight when commenting on my
record. 

Isaac Benton, 
City Councilor District 2

Sick Idea

Dear Alibi,
I was unimpressed by your coverage [“The Dog
Days of BernCo,” v28 i36] of the Employee
Wellness Act (paid sick leave ordinance) due
to your failing to mention its obvious inequity
(due to it only impacting a small subset of
Bernalillo County area businesses).

No question that requiring paid sick leave
is a good idea, but the fact that the entire City
of Albuquerque and the Villages of Los
Ranchos and Tijeras are exempt from the
ordinance not only doesn’t make sense, but
also clearly creates an economic disadvantage
for small businesses that have an address
outside those areas. The two Commissioners
that voted against the proposal should be
applauded for not supporting an obviously
flawed (for multiple reasons) ordinance, not to
mention representing their constituents’ small
businesses. a

Kent Roff,
Tijeras

Letters should be sent with the writer’s name,
address and daytime phone number via email to

letters@alibi.com. They can also be faxed to (505)
346-0660. Letters may be edited for length and
clarity, and may be published in any medium; we

regret that owing to the volume of correspondence
we cannot reply to every letter. Word count limit for

letters is 300 words.
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Dateline: India
The “wedding” of a pair of frogs in India—
meant to appease the god of rains—apparently
worked too well, prompting a hasty divorce.
According to The Times of India, the state of
Madhya Pradesh was suffering from drought-
like conditions in July, driving a religious
group to hold a ceremony that wedded two
frogs. Following a similar ceremony held in
2018, NDTV reported that the practice was an
ancient one meant to please the Hindu god of
rains, Lord Indra. But the most recent
occurrence seems to have worked better than
expected. Madhya Pradesh had already
recorded 26 percent more rainfall than usual
for the season, and many areas of the state are
facing flash floods and torrential rains, causing
authorities to open many dams in the area.
The state capital reportedly broke a 13-year-
old rainfall record last week. To battle the
onslaught, Om Shiv Shakti Seva Mandal, the
group that wed the frogs, held a rare ceremony
at a temple in Indrapuri to “divorce” the
amphibians. The animals were separated while
participants chanted mantras. It is unclear if
the ritual had any result. The area continues
to see rainfall as of this writing.

Dateline: France
A French company was found liable for the
death of an employee who suffered a heart
attack while having sex on a business trip. BBC

News reports that the employee, named as
Xavier X in court documents, was working as
an engineer for railway services company TSO
when he visited central France on a business
trip in 2013. While on the trip, X took part in
what the company called “an extramarital
relationship with a perfect stranger.” X
allegedly suffered cardiac arrest following the
encounter and subsequently died in the hotel.
The state health insurance provider labeled the
death a workplace accident, but the company
challenged the decision on the grounds that
X was not carrying out duties in any official
capacity while interacting with the stranger.
The provider claimed that sex was a normal
activity “like taking a shower or a meal,” and
a Paris court agreed, ruling that X’s family
was entitled to compensation. Under French
law, an employer is responsible for any
accidents that befall their employees on a
business trip. An appeals court found the
company was responsible for X “over the
whole time of his mission.” 

Dateline: Florida
A self-proclaimed psychic and spiritual healer
was sentenced to prison for fraud last week
after she scammed a woman out of more than

one million dollars to lift a supposed curse.
According to the Houston Chronicle, Sherry
Tina Uwanawich, of Florida, met an unnamed
woman in a Houston, Texas shopping mall in
2007. During their conversation, the woman
told Uwanawich that she suffered from
depression. Claiming to be a psychic healer,
Uwanawich convinced the woman to come
to her for spiritual counseling. For the next
seven years, the woman visited Uwanawich
twice a week. She was charged hundreds of
dollars for each visit—supposedly to cover
the price of candles, crystals and “spiritual
work” performed by the alleged psychic.
Uwanawich determined that the source of
the woman’s depression was a curse that had
been placed on her Brazilian family. The
psychic told her client that she could ward
off the curse, but she would require much
more money to do so. The woman reportedly
paid Uwanawich with student loans, personal
loans from friends and family, gift cards, a
leased automobile and a personal
inheritance. In 2014, while living in Florida,
Uwanawich admitted to the woman that she
had lied about the curse. She told the woman
she was looking to turn her life around and
promised to pay back the money she’d taken,
which came to more than $1.6 million. She
failed to do so. The victim of the con
eventually went to a private investigator who
reported Uwanawich to authorities. In a
Florida court last week, a judge sentenced
Uwanawich to 40 months in prison and 3
years of supervised release. According to her
lawyer, the alleged scammer showed no
remorse before the judge and claimed the
situation had caused her “emotional illness.”

Dateline: Kenya
A Kenyan lawmaker wants to ban farting on

airplanes. Nairobi News reports that during a

parliamentary debate last week, Kenyan

member of parliament Dr. Lilian Gogo called

for a resolution to keep people from passing

gas on airplanes. “There is one irritant that is

often ignored and this is the level of farting

within the aircraft,” Gogo reportedly said.

“There are passengers who literally irritate

fellow passengers by passing bad smells and

uncomfortable fart. If there is anyone given

irritant that makes people fight on board, it is

the fart. It is terrible within the plane.” When

asked by temporary speaker Christopher

Omulele how she planned to enforce such a

rule, Gogo explained that airplane crews

would receive “special training” to provide

medicines like baking soda to passengers. “We

should also have paramedics, who are trained

in basic first aid included in the international

and local flights,” Gogo said. She also said

passengers’ medical records should be made

available to the flight crew before they are

served specific foods—presumably those that

cause gas—and alcohol. It is unclear if the

proposed rule will become law. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.
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Team to Study Waste Water Reuse
State environmental regulators will be joining
researchers at New Mexico State University to
look into the possibility of treating and reusing
waste water produced by gas and oil companies.

Carlsbad Current Argus reports that the
Produced Water Research Consortium will be
tasked with finding a technological solution to
the large amounts of waste water—known as
“produced water” in the oil industry—currently
produced by hydraulic fracturing within the
state. Gas and oil companies have seen a boom
in business in recent years, subsequently
creating more waste. This contaminated water is
usually pumped back underground.

Some oil companies have reportedly been
reusing their waste water, but state officials are
calling for more research into potential uses and
treatment of the industrial byproduct. They are
also looking into regulations and policies for
reuses outside of the gas and oil industries.

The consortium is a partnership between the
New Mexico Environment Department and
NMSU. A memorandum of understanding signed
by both organizations will remain in effect until
September 2022. 

NMED plans to hold public meetings to
discuss the topic of waste water reuse this fall. 

Education Secretary Starts Job
A new state education secretary began work
this month.

The Associated Press reports that Secretary
Ryan Stewart is a former middle-school math
teacher who reportedly helped innovate a
district in Philadelphia. 

Stewart traveled to an ethnically diverse
school district on the state’s southern border
during his first week on the job. The new official
began work under a court order to improve
opportunities for low-income and minority
students. The order forced lawmakers to
increase annual public education spending by
around 16 percent and placed additional
pressure on the New Mexico Public Education
Department to produce results.

The secretary is also beginning his job at a
tense time as the department reviews contract
proposals for a new student achievement testing
system. Stewart also faces seemingly high
stakes, as the previous secretary, Karen Trujillo,
was fired by Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham in
July for failing to meet expectations.

Trujillo was recently named Interim
Superintendent for Las Cruces Public Schools.
She will remain in that position through the
remainder of the academic school year. 

ABQ Bike Cops Lower Crime Rate
City crime statistics show that some
Albuquerque areas have seen improvements
since the introduction of police bike patrols.

According to KOAT, arrests went up 25
percent in the Southeast Area Command in the
year since bike patrols were introduced, while
commercial burglaries have dropped 32 percent
and auto thefts have dropped 24 percent. It is
unclear whether these statistics were directly
impacted by the presence of bicycle officers.

Officials say bike cops are better equipped to
patrol and respond in urban areas thanks to their
enhanced mobility. The city is reportedly in the
process of hiring 10 more bike cops to patrol
Central Avenue along the ART corridor. a

NEWS CITY BY JOSHUA LEE NEWS | ON ASSIGNMENT

A Glimpse of Albuquerque
All the News That’s Fit to Print

buses. These will join the ABQ RIDE fleet and

will traverse along regular routes and not along

the Central Avenue ART scar.

“We can’t afford to wait for someone else to

take the kind of bold action on climate change

we need to protect our community,” Mayor

Keller said. “Transistioning to electic, hybrid

an other alternative fuels will lower the city’s

carbon footprint, reduce harmful emissions,

improve public health.”

Twitter en español
The city of Burque has its own Spanish

language Twitter feed. The account handle is

@AlcaldeKeller or twitter.com/alcaldekeller.

The feed will have the same news and updates

that go out on the English Twitter feed. Mayor

Keller said this makes city information more

accessible to more of the city’s residents.

Check it out—it is a fun way to sharpen your

language skills and keep up.

Hurrah for APD
Albuquerque Police Department Chief Mike
Geier released some stats showing how the
cops have been handling citizens who may be
acting out due to a mental health crisis. In
years past, too many of our residents were just
shot and killed when crisis intervention
methods didn’t resolve the situation in a
timely manner.

The report shows the first decrease in

behavioral health-related calls. The number of

suicide and or crisis calls doubled between

2010 with 2017 ending up with 6,525 calls.

The number dropped a little in 2018 to 6,302

calls. The majority of the call are suicide calls.

In 90 percent of those calls, there was not a

weapon involved. In 72 percent of the

encounters, the person was transported to

emergency services, 3 percent were arrested

and the best news was that officers did not use

force in 99 percent of the encounters.

“We continue to invest in quality training

for field officers,” Geier said. “We are also

being proactive with a team of detectives and

clinicians who work with people and attempt

to prevent crisis-situations.”

Kind and Loving
City Councilors unanimously agreed to rename

the Albuquerque Regional Sports Complex the

Jennifer Riordan Spark Kindness Sports

Complex. We all lost Jennifer Riordan last year

when she died in a freak accident aboard an

airplane. Riordan was a prominent community

member who not only talked the talk but walked

the walk; she strived to make Albuquerque, New

Mexico and the world a better place.

She was also a sports mom with two kids

who spent time at ball fields. Councilor Ken

Sanchez sponsored the resolution and said

Jennifer was present at the grand opening of

the new Westside sports complex before her

death. “This is a very appropriate fitting for an

individual that gave so much to their

community,” Sanchez said. Jennifer’s husband,

Michael said Jennifer’s family motto was to be

kind, loving, caring and sharing. a

Send your comments about the City Council to
carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meetings of The Albuquerque City Council:
Wednesday, Sept. 18, 5pm and Monday, Oct. 7, 5pm

Vincent E. Griego Chambers
Albuquerque Bernalillo County Government Center

1 Civic Plaza
View it on GOV TV 16 or atcabq.gov/govtv

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

E
lectric vehicles, a Spanish Twitter feed,

gun violence, postponing city biz and a

reminder to be kind are just some of the

happenings in the city of Burque over the last

few weeks.

No Business
Due to the just-in-case security threats that

might have happened due to the Monday,

Sept. 16 visit from the Trump campaign in Rio

Rancho—and Trump’s overnight stay in

downtown Albuquerque—the regularly

scheduled Albuquerque City Council meeting

was rescheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 18.

Too Many Tears
Burque reeled last week when five people were

killed, and 6 six other people were hurt, in

three separate senseless gun shootings, on

opposite sides of the city and within a couple

of hours. Crime stats can be down and there

still can be people out there with anger and

guns that no number of police officers on the

street can thwart. Compassionate, sustainable

plans to address poverty, substance abuse and

gun access would go a long way to curbing

deadly violence. City Council President

Klarissa Peña said in response to the tragedy,

“We are going to continue our work to ensure

that every neighborhood is safe, that every

person has access to the services they need, as

we move Albuquerque forward and past these

cycles of violence.”

Electric Avenue
Students from the Global Warming Express

Program at the Mountain Mahogany

Community school welcomed the first electric,

hybrid or alternative low-emission fuel car that

will begin to replace some of the gas-guzzling

city vehicles buzzing around the city. 

“Thanks to Mayor Keller for helping

Albuquerque reduce the carbon dioxide

exhaust with electric cars, these are great steps

to a cleaner and healthier Albuquerque and

world,” said Nola, one of the students

attending the press conference.

Mayor Keller said not only was his

administration adding electric and hybrid cars

but also charging stations around town. This is

good news for those of us who have already

made the switch to electric cars. Keller said the

city will have 50 electric hybrid vehicles within

the year with plans to replace 63 percent of the

city’s fleet. The city’s first electric car is a blue

Chevy Bolt. Keller also announced $2.78

million in federal funding for some electric

City Councilors Borrego, Peña and Sanchez ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Serna Runs for Congress
A Conversation About Justice and Prosperity

BY AUGUST MARCH

T
he race for Congressional District 3 en El
Norte continues to provide relevant and
newsworthy comparisons to large-scale

affairs like the Democratic race to replace Herr
Trump.

Here in The Land of Enchantment, there
are many candidates—from the far flung left
field of the party to centrists with a vested
interest in carrying on current congressional
work—and even a few candidates who seem to
veer toward the right when questioned about
their platform. Oh, and we’ve also got a
celebrity and a mystic running in the primary,
which is scheduled for the first Tuesday in June
2020.

Last week, Weekly Alibi entertained notions
about the relevancy of the political class and
the effects of having someone who is not an
expert in the complexities of governance
become an elected official.

This week, Weekly Alibi sat down with Third
Congressional District candidate Marco Serna,
currently the District Attorney up in Santa Fe
and Los Alamos Counties. We discussed his
candidacy as one of the leading Democrats in
the state and as a potential inheritor to the seat
currently held by Ben Ray Lujan. And while
Serna is a member of the Democratic
establishment, he’s proposed several
evolutionary ideas about issues that directly
effect our state’s citizens.

Weekly Alibi: District Three has been a
longtime Democratic stronghold in New
Mexico.
Marco Serna: That’s right; geographically
speaking, it’s also the biggest congressional
district in the United States.

You’ve had good amount of experience in
New Mexican politics and you’re a well-
known public figure and leader; what are
you running for and about?
As you know, I’m a prosecutor, I’m a district
attorney. And I want to build off of what I’ve
done as a district attorney—specifically
addressing the opioid epidemic in Congress. As
you know, I was born and raised in Northern
New Mexico. I knew I was going to grow up to
become a public servant because my parents
instilled in me the value of public service. I
went straight into government. I love being a
prosecutor but—as a native of Rio Arriba
County specifically—I’ve seen the effects that
the opioid epidemic has had. It’s been
happening in Rio Arriba [County] for 30 years.

Even when I was younger, places like
Española and Chimayo were known to have
a high number of overdose deaths. That
problem seems to have become more
geographically diffuse. From personal
experience, my wife and I have recently
noticed an uptick in overdose deaths
among those we know peripherally. It
seems like the problem is closer to people’s
everyday lives than ever before.
Something needs to be done. What do you
propose?

Well, what I’ve done as district attorney is that
I’ve put a focus on a policy of the office: [We’re]
no longer trying to jail individuals who suffer
from addiction, but trying to get them
treatment. I’ve expanded the office’s pre-
prosecution diversion program so that we put
individuals in a two-year program staffed by
people in my office—to monitor them. We get
them [people suffering from addiction] into
treatment. We get them to create corrective
action plans so that they are working, going to
school—we’re making sure that they are staying
out of the cycle of addiction. With that, we do
understand that some individuals that suffer
from addiction, it takes a couple of bites from
the apple [before they get well], so we’re not
violating them if they test [positive] for drugs
for one session. We understand that they may
falter, but we want to keep them on the right
path. We want to keep them out of the criminal
justice system. Besides that program and prior to
my tenure, my predecessor brought in the
LEAD [Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion]
program.

I think we’re trying to institute that here
in Burque.
Yes, you are and I have an attorney on staff that
has been helping out here and went down to
Doña Ana County to discuss the LEAD
program. I’m very proud of the fact we’ve been
able to expand that program into Rio Arriba
County. Just so you know, these types of
programs need community involvement.

Are you referring to individuals in the
community?
No, I’m talking about the programs themselves.
You’ve got to have community buy-in. That
includes the city, the county, local law
enforcement, first responders that are going to
be taking part in the program. If my office, if
the public defenders office or law enforcement
isn’t involved, the program doesn’t work. What
makes me really proud of this program is that
people are starting to look at this [opioid
epidemic] as not just a matter of criminal
activity, but as a behavioral health issue.

Is this a public health issue?
Yes, it’s a public health issue as well. And those
individuals are suffering from addiction and
addiction is driving the criminal activity. And
what we’re seeing at a national scale about this
issue is a buy-in by Representatives and
Senators. We need to start effectively addressing
this problem, not just try to jail our way out of it.

The fact that you’re making treatment a

priority over incarceration represents a

huge sea change in the way our culture

views prosecution and addiction.

And nonviolent offenses too. When an
individual commits a nonviolent act,
typically there is something driving that act,
drugs or some sort of addiction, it could even
be a gambling addiction. So let’s get to the
root of the problem.

I hear the roots narrative frequently from

progressives and it’s good to know that

we’re changing gears. 

I think what Democrats are seeing is—and a lot
of people are seeing it, Republicans are seeing
it—the system for addressing addiction was
broken. What’s actually working in different
programs around the country and in my district
too is [the fact that] we have a good number of
diversion programs producing positive results.
It’s all about followup; you need to follow-up
with with such individuals.

How can such progressive politics help with

economic development in New Mexico?

My family are small business owners; my mother
specifically. I’ve seen the impact of larger
corporations like Walmart and Amazon having
an effect on small businesses in rural New
Mexico. And small business in Santa Fe, Taos
and Española. 

Is that a kind of gentrification that

pushes out the small players, the mom

and pop enterprises?

Absolutely.

Does that limit prosperity? Are New
Mexicans who what to be entrepreneurs
stifled by large corporations?
They don’t stand a chance. When Walmart
came into Española, my mom’s business had
already been there for 20 years. She was able to
weather the storm because her clientele kept
coming back to her. That’s not to say she didn’t
take a hit. When Walmart came in, a lot of
mom and pop shops closed. They had no choice.
Now Amazon and online shopping are having
an effect on local businesses. When I’m talking
to people across the district, I recognize that
small businesses are our lifeblood in New
Mexico. Without them, rural New Mexico
cannot sustain itself. And people are having to
leave [as a consequence]. If you can’t find a
sustainable job, then you can’t stay in your
community. As a result the population in rural
New Mexico is shrinking.

How do we ameliorate that?

We need to make sure that we encourage proper
infrastructure needed for economic growth and
stability in New Mexico and that includes
providing broadband internet. We need to make
sure that tax breaks aren’t going to corporations
like Amazon or to petroleum companies that are
making billions of dollars of profit every year.
We need to ensure that small businesses are
getting those tax breaks. They’re the ones that
need those breaks. 

They often bear the brunt of so-called

corporate taxes.

We also need to create sustainable jobs,
specifically in the energy field.

Let’s talk about energy since many would

say that oil and gas revenue is running the

state’s purring engine at the moment. How

are we going to replace all the money that

the dinosaurs are giving up?

Economic growth, creating that infrastructure,
will allow us to start the transition plan. We’ve
also got to recognize that we just can’t do away
the oil and gas industry because we rely on it so
much. Over $930 million of that revenue went
to education this year. That’s huge. And it’s
needed. We have to taper off properly, so that
we encourage clean energy but also make sure
that were bringing production of such resources
into the state. As we’re tapering off, we’re
replacing infrastructure and jobs.

With so many progressive Democratic

candidates vying for the District 3 seat, why

should you be the one to move forward to

the general election in 2020?

I’m the best candidate. I was born and raised in
Northern New Mexico. Being a native son, my
family has been invested in New Mexico and
I’ve been invested since I came back from law
school. I think that everyone [in the race] brings
something to the table, but I’m the most well-
rounded for the entire district. I understand the
rural issues in the district, too, with regards to
ranching, farming and economic growth. As
district attorney, I’ve been able to encourage
political change; that’s something we’re going to
need in Washington.a

Marco Serna COREY YAZZIE
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I never had kids or whatever. The premise
of the play is really that it’s this woman
who, on the eve of her birthday, receives
this call that sets her off on an adventure.
The play takes place over the course of one
night and it’s trying to imagine what a
woman’s midlife crisis would be if it
happened in 12 hours instead of over the
course of three years. 

Some of your other work has involved
pop culture heroes. Have we already
established our pop culture hero canon
or are we still developing new ones? 
That’s a really interesting question because I
think the things you liked when you were
15 are the things that seem big to you still.
I’m not so interested in heroes, but I’m
interested in what people are putting on a
pedestal. I think with the internet, it’s so
fast at this point and I’m getting old. I’m
not that interested in keeping up with that.
Things come and go. It cycles through so
quickly.

Hank Williams isn’t going to change.
We’re not making new ones of him. 
Right. And I love Hank Williams. 
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FOUND OBJECTS

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

G
regory Moss agrees that he should
probably update the bio on his website. It
currently says he “is a writer, educator and

performer from Newburyport MA,” which is
true, but it leaves out the fact that after living,
writing and teaching here in Albuquerque for
the past six years, he now considers himself a
New Mexican playwright. With close to 20
plays to his name, he has had a successful
career that has branched off in a number of
directions. Several years ago, he began the
epic task of creating a musical about the great
writer Hunter S. Thompson. These kinds of
projects take an enormous amount of time and
resources to develop and bring to the stage.
Karen is different.
Karen is a play with five actors and limited
hoopla. Moss put together the project as way
to return to his playwriting and producing
roots focused on telling a story in quick,
compelling way he describes as “scrappy.”
Karen opens this Thursday at Tricklock
Performance Laboratory with Moss taking on
both the writing and the directing roles.
Weekly Alibi sat down with Gregory Moss to
talk about Karen, Hunter S. Thompson and
the changing ways he is trying to tell
stories.The following is an edited version of
that conversation.

Weekly Alibi: What is so compelling about
growing up in America? 
Gregory Moss: I think the reason a lot of my
plays have taken that stance, and even with
this play that I’m working on now, is that it’s
trying to find a character who is new to the
world. It’s trying to look at how America
works, what the social rules are, what the
political rules are and what the expectations
are. By taking a teenager or taking a character
who’s a little outside of that, you can observe it
objectively and look at how bizarre the things
that we take for granted as daily life in
America. What are the rules of how genders
interact? What are my expectations are
towards work and money? Also, young people
on stage are empathetic. We tend to, for
whatever reason in this country, we identify
with someone at the cusp of a change like
coming into the world, coming into their
adulthood. For me, in many ways it’s an
opportunity to tell an empathetic story that
also allows me to address social issues in
usually a funny way, in a softball way. I’m not
didactic but [I want] to show the absurdity of
the world we have created for ourselves to
some extent. 

Is Karen a departure? 
I think in terms of process it is. In some ways
it’s the same. [Karen has] some of the same

In Conversation

UNM Art Museum hosts a public conversation
and book signing with Jess T. Dugan and
Vanessa Fabbre, creators of the exhibit
currently on display To Survive on This Shore:
Photographs and Interviews with Transgender
and Gender Nonconforming Adults on
Thursday, Sept. 19 from 6pm to 9pm at the
Rodey Theatre (203 Cornell Dr. SE) on the
main campus of UNM. They will be joined by the
museum’s curator of prints and photographs,
Mary Statzer, and D’Santi Nava, one of the
exhibit’s subjects. For more information on this
free, all-ages event, see artmuseum.unm.edu.

Defining Tragedy
In January 1986 a school teacher named
Christa McAuliffe boarded the space shuttle
Challenger and died soon after in an explosion
that took her life and the lives of six other
crew members, as school children across the
country watched in horror from their
classrooms. National tragedies have sadly
become commonplace, but it was a defining
moment for a generation. Jane Anderson’s
play, Defying Gravity, which loosely revolves
around this event and the impact it had on the
play’s characters and the nation, opens on
Friday, Sept. 20 at 7:30pm at Mother Road
Theatre Company (6320 Domingo Rd. NE).
For more information and tickets to this all-
ages event, see motherroad.org.

Make It Your Beeswax
As this week of climate action spreads
through the state, the Museum of Encaustic
Art (632 Agua Fria Street, Santa Fe) is
opening Global Warming is REAL on Saturday,
Sept. 21 from noon to 4pm. This third annual
juried exhibit features works from 38 artists
working in a variety of encaustic media as
they consider the mounting evidence of a very
real, very present danger that could impact
not only all life on the planet, but also their
work which responds poorly to high
temperatures. For more information on this
free, all-ages event, see moeart.org.

Beyond Four-Letter Words
Do you have something to say about the
existential threat of our own making that will
soon end civilization as we know it? Then
come on down to the Climate Crisis
Expression Session at Warehouse 508 (508
First Street NW) on Wednesday, Sept. 25 at
7pm and get on the list to join popular Burque
Revolt poets and others taking part in the
Albuquerque Week of Climate Action. As
always, leave the stinky perfumes and
hateful, derogatory poems at home. For more
information on this free, all-ages event, see
burquerevoltpoetryslam.wordpress.com. a

Karen Comes to Tricklock
A Conversation with Playwright Gregory Moss 

themes. Also, as a person in my forties, I’m
coming to grips with certain questions that
come with middle age. I find middle age is very
much in some ways like adolescence. It’s like
another forging of identity. What you’ve been,
the way you have been is no longer working
and you have to create a new identity for
yourself. Karen in particular is a sort of
everywoman outsider. Not an outsider, just
someone who is—she’s the straight man to the
play, to the world. The world is absurd around
her and I think that’s a familiar thing from
other parts of that work.

Is Karen the vehicle for the other
characters?
It’s her journey for sure, but the other
characters are vivid personifications of
things that occur to someone in midlife in
terms of—I didn’t do this. I didn’t take this
path. I didn’t have this kind of relationship.

ARTS | INTERVIEW

PHOTO BY JESS T. DUGAN

Karen
Tricklock Performance Laboratory

110 Gold Ave. SW

Opening Thursday,Sept. 19, 8pm

Tickets: $10

Albuquerque playwright Gregory Moss debuts Karen at Tricklock. PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ
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Or Hunter.

I’ve worked with 18-year-olds. They don’t
know who Hank Williams is. Some of them
know who Hunter Thompson is. I think
that’s someone that is evergreen. I am
interested in those figures you’re talking
about for sure and interested in pop culture.
I have a play called Punk Play that deals
with that canon of punk rock heroes. It’s
really a coming of age story, but there’s a lot
of music and a lot of pop culture drawn from
that subculture. In theater there’s a feeling
of steering clear of pop culture, like we’re
trying to create this sort of high drama, but
I’m interested in mixing high and low things
and involving pop culture when I do.

Would you call these musicals?

I would call them plays with songs. The
Hunter Thompson thing is a real musical.
It’s a full-blown Broadway style musical,
which I’ve never written before. One of the
reasons I’m doing this play with Tricklock is
because the Hunter Thompson musical
project has been like five years of work. I
really wanted to make something that was
fast and we could just do it. I wrote it in
May and June, then got the cast together. It
was a return to my roots of making theater
on no budget, to scrappy self-producing. I
wanted to do something that was fast and
exciting. 

Do you think American theater is

bifurcating? 

I think the bifurcation you’re talking about
is just economic. People will produce things
that you can sell for $150 a ticket and then
will tour and be on Broadway. While I have
a foot in the nonprofit, off-Broadway
theater, I also want to keep this thing alive
that I do for nothing. I think there has to be
that balance for me personally.
Economically, people are living in New York
and creating small theaters. Albuquerque
has something like 75 theater companies. It’s
ridiculous. 

We do have an awful lot of theater

companies.

I think there’s also an impression that young
people have that it costs a lot of money or
you can’t do it on your own. I think you can
and you’ve just got to find a space and be
resourceful. 

How has it been working with Tricklock?

I’ve been friends with Tricklock since I got
here. A lot of my students have come from
their company. They have an international
theater festival which I was always really
interested in. I was pretty hesitant to do
work of my own in Albuquerque. I wanted
to keep my life as a professor and my life as a
writer separate, but at some point, it was just
like, let’s just do something and let’s just
make something. So, I came to Tricklock
and they were incredibly receptive to the
idea of co-producing something and doing it
quickly. They gave me space and gave me
actors. I think the kind of work I’m
interested in making and the experiment

that Karen is, is in their mission. It’s
theatrical and it’s collaborative. There’s an
element of artistic risk to it. They’ve been
incredible actually. They’ve been really
generous in terms of supporting this thing. 

How does directing your own work differ

from handing it over to someone else? 

I think thats another reason I was doing this
is because I have been just a writer and I
came up as an actor/director/
writer/producer with a shoestring budget
when I was living in Boston. That’s what I
was doing before graduate school. So, as
much as I love just writing and I love being
able to collaborate with people in that way, I
was also feeling like sometimes it’s like
you’re handing off the moment. You stop
having a voice in the room and that’s when
you start to learn things. When the actors
actually start getting on it, that’s when you
actually see how the play works. I think
there was a sense, again, as a person getting
a little older, I wanted to be able to take
responsibility for my work from inception to
completion, even if it’s in a super scrappy
way. I wanted to flex those muscles and see
what that would be like, to not count on
someone else to do that work for me. I think
in the professional theater roles are very
siloed. A playwright is a playwright and a
director is a director. If you’re an esteemed
playwright, you’ll get to direct your own
stuff.

I’ve gotten the impression from your

plays that your characters all live in in

the East. Now that you have been in New

Mexico for six years, are you starting to

envision characters that are from the

Southwest?

That’s weird. Yeah. I think a lot of my plays
prior to the most recent are really set either
in an imaginary version of Boston or
Cambridge or where I grew up. This spring I
wrote a play that takes place in the Truchas
Mountains, so I think it’s starting to take
root. It takes a little time, but the kind of
people I’ve met here are very, very different
from back East. Here is just a very colorful
place that has a wide variety of types of
people. I think I’m starting to, and I feel like
New Mexico is deeply underrepresented in
terms of the American theater scene. That’s
part of my teaching at UNM. I’m trying to
develop playwrights who will go out into the
world and represent New Mexico. 

What else do you want people to know

about Karen?

It’s fun. It’s a funny play. 

Is it really a comedy?

I would call it a comedy. It has some serious
themes, but it’s mostly funny.

People will laugh?

I think it will be a good time. Yeah. I
wouldn’t say it’s light, but it’s not tragic or
anything. It moves through a lot of different
genres and styles. It’s like 85 minutes. It’s
fairly quick. It’s fun. It’s an adventure. a

ARTS | INTERVIEW
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I
f you want to get your point across and

stir up a controversy, placing the baby

Jesus in a cage and the Virgin Mary in

handcuffs is a great way to start. As part of

the exhibit Cuatro Corazones, One Spirit

currently on display at the South Broadway

Cultural Center, Jemez Springs’ own

Raymond Sandoval has hit

on an exquisite formula for

making a statement about

America’s current obsession

with immigration and

deportation. Working in

bas-relief, Sandoval has

taken the materials,

techniques and iconography

of ubiquitous Madonna and

child religious portraits and

created Send Her Back by

placing both of them in the

hands of two U.S.

Immigration and Customs

Enforcement agents. 

The power of this work

stems from its accessability.

For nearly all that would

see it here in New Mexico,

the message should be clear,

a mark rarely strived for,

and even less often

achieved in much of

modern art. What to do

with people who are not

where some in authority

think they should be can be

argued, but in this piece,

Sandoval clearly places

Jesus and Mary among that

unfortunate group of people

in the wrong place and

wrong time for some. Using “send her

back,” the racist chant that’s all the rage in

contemporary fascist circles, as the title

further clarifies the piece’s purpose. 

Important art (which is not necessarily

the same as great art) often speaks to what a

culture is feeling or thinking. The tradition

of placing religious figures in contemporary

context can get tiresome, but Sandoval has

made it work here. The gilding is a nice

touch, as is placing the ICE officer’s hand

up to his eyes, presumably to shield them

from her glowing rays. It shows reverence

on Sandoval’s part, hopefully enough to

temper anyone’s instinct to call Send Her

Back blasphemous or attempt to relitigate

Andres Serrano’s Reagan-era Piss Christ

debate. This is, after all, art, not actual

iconography. 

Any debate should rest squarely on what

Send Her Back is saying about America’s

approach to immigration and how those of

the Christian faith should respond. It is

nothing if not an important debate worth

having and worth reflecting in our art. To

his credit, Raymond Sandoval has put it

into plain language to help spur the

conversation. a

ARTS | MAGNIFIED

What Would Jesus
Do in a Cage?

The Power of Sandoval’s Send Her Back

PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ.

Send Her Back
By Raymond Sandoval

On display through October 12

South Broadway Cultural Center

1025 Broadway Blvd. SE
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Iron Clad Quality
Iron Cafe is just plain amazing

BY DAN PENNINGTON

N
oodles are a bit of a universal language in
food. With their ease of creation, they tend
to be functional in many different dishes and

styles. Take for example lamian noodles, the style
of noodle associated with Lanzhou dishes.
Chinese in origin, these noodles are typically
hand pulled by twisting, stretching and folding
the dough repeatedly until the strands are the
correct size. There are references to this style of
noodle creation dating back as far as 1504, which
gives them just a little bit of history. So imagine
my excitement when I saw a traditional hand-
pulled noodles place was opening up in what I
feel now needs to be dubbed “The Noodle
District” here in Albuquerque. 

Iron Cafe popped up with a glorious sign
proclaiming they did traditional Lanzhou hand-
pulled noodles, and I, a noodle aficionado, sat
patiently waiting for the doors to finally open.
Located across from the University of New
Mexico next to other local ramen shops at 2108
Central Ave. SE, they seem to be a perfect fit for
the spot. In a cozy interior with comfortable
chairs, the affordable prices and variety remind
me of my university days of getting out of class
and having lunch with friends somewhere nearby
that accommodated everyone. 

Straight up, the food is amazing. A testament
to good pricing, I was able to get the popcorn
chicken, General Tso’s chicken bento box, the
Lanzhou noodles, tempura cheesecake and the
takoyaki all for under $40. I left with more food
than I knew what to do with, and subsisted on
the leftovers (which, minus the sushi, all held up
really well on reheatings) for the next week. 

Let’s start with the takoyaki ($4 for six pieces).
This is a seafood lover’s dream meal, being a
batter-fried ball of octopus, tempura scraps,
pickled ginger and green onion. It’s decorated on
top with dried bonito shavings, a type of
mackerel. They’re just big enough to be bite-sized
if you stretch wide enough and have the taste of
octopus without the overwhelming seafood
assault that some places with bad or old fish have. 

Next was my favorite from the meal, the
Japanese Popcorn Chicken Karaage ($5.50). I
don’t know how else to describe this to you, but
think batter-fried chicken with one of the most
killer combos of seasoning and sauce you have
ever had. I can’t even identify all the pieces of
what made up these two important additions, but
all I know is that I devoured it faster than I have
almost anything else in my life. Slightly sweet
with a hint salty and a kick of heat, the seasoning
coats your mouth and leaves you experiencing a
gentle seasoning overload while your senses try to
catch up. Add the creamy sauce with those same
hints in a different style, and you have something
next-level. It was so good, I went back and
ordered another one the next day because I
couldn’t stop thinking about it the night before. 

The General Tso’s Chicken Bento Box is a
crazy good deal. For $9.95, you get your entree
with white rice, two pieces of gyozo, four pieces of

a California roll and a salad. The chicken was
tender, with the crust being thick enough to hold
that iconic sauce, but not so thick as to be extra
crunchy or difficult to break through. The
California rolls were freshly made and tasted as
good as you could hope for in New Mexico. The
rice was fluffy and sticky, and the gyozo had been
fried to just the right crispiness. This is a
definitively huge lunch for less than $10, and you
would be crazy not to order it. 

The large sign outside highlighted the
noodles, so I had to order the noodles. For $9.75,
a bowl of the Lanzhou hand-pulled noodles is
yours, featuring a spicy grass-fed beef broth, with
white carrot, cilantro, green onion, daikon and of
course sliced beef and hand pulled noodles. This
is a meal on its own, no question about it. The
noodles boasted a level of freshness you don’t
often see, and added some authenticity and
home-cooked feel to the dish as a whole. The

So Long, Summer
Oh, New Mexico State Fair. You were here and
gone before we even realized it. We bid farewell
to our allergies and fried food fever dreams, and
begin to usher in the familiar fall foods. The
weather is starting to cool off and pumpkins are
popping up all around us, but maybe you don’t
want to say goodbye to that last bit of summer
just yet. Well, this week on The Dish, we’ve got
you covered. We’re going to be picking some of
our favorite places to get a little more summer
loving into your heart. Let the warmth and
sunshine wash over you a bit more before that
familiar chill in the air takes hold and transitions
all of us into our good flannel. This one goes
out to you, the summer of White Claw, 30 to 50
feral hogs and green chile debates.

Pho Real
Cafe Trang (230 Louisiana Blvd. SE #A) is one
of those places you never really see unless you
know about it. Across the parking lot from Talin
Market is arguably some of the best pho in this
city, tucked away in a building that is easy to
overlook. Now, I know you might be saying pho
isn’t a summer food, but think about it. That
soup has no bad time to enjoy it, and even in
the midst of summer, it leaves you feeling
rejuvenated and ready to take on the second
half of the day. Couple that with their versatile
menu that can encompass almost any food
needs you have, and you’ll be set for a meal
you won’t forget. But seriously, the pho is
amazing. Don’t pass it up if you know what’s
good for you.

Seriously, Yell More

Maybe you’ve never been to I Scream Ice
Cream (2000 Carlisle Blvd. NE) and this is
your first time hearing about it. I feel bad that
you’ve missed out on this amazing space, but
now is the time to rectify that. Featuring an
amazing selection of really great ice cream and
a space made for fun, you’re gonna be smiling
more than screaming. The magic of I Scream
Ice Cream is that it manages to hang onto that
old school feeling of ice cream shops before
they all became corporate-run look-alikes.
With lots of games for the family to play
together, you can sit down and really have a
bonding experience with those you love.  a

THE DISH
BY DAN PENNINGTON

broth was so good, had I not already eaten two
meals worth of food at this point, I would have
immediately downed the whole thing. There’s a
heartiness to the dish, while also maintaining a
sense of lightness from the broth. Much like
Schrodinger’s cat, I was both full yet felt light and
unburdened by this dish. They hedged their bets
on this dish with that sign, and it’s beyond clear
that they won. This is an iconic dish that will
help cement their place in our new Noodle
District. 

Finally, the tempura cheesecake ($6.50).
Battered and fried, this manages to find the best
of both worlds. The outside is a nice, crispy warm
shell, but hidden inside we find the smooth,
creamy soft cheesecake just waiting to be
devoured. With a light chocolate sauce drizzle on
top, it was everything you could ever want from a
fried cheesecake. I now have a new drop-in place
for a quick dessert that is both delicious and
affordable. 

Is Albuquerque’s Noodle District a thing? It
needs to be. With so many shops offering a
variety of different styles of Asian noodles all next
door to each other, one might worry that over-
saturation could take hold. I contest this thought,
namely because each one is so unique and strong
in different areas that you would be hard pressed
to legitimately compare them. Iron Cafe has
found a strong foothold with some amazing food,
and I hope to see them still standing for years to
come.  a

A deceivingly large meal is inside this bowl. ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY

Iron Cafe
2108 Central Ave. SE

(505) 243-8657

Hours: Mon-Sat: 11am to 9pm

Sun: 1pm to 8pm
Vibe: Laid-back Asian cuisine with a focus on

traditional style.
Alibi Recommends: The popcorn chicken,

Lanzhou noodles and tempura cheesecake.
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pillar of the community. You’ve got so

many hands in everything.

I’m also part of the construction industry for the
last 20 years, I’ve gotten highly involved with
ACNM (Associated Contractors of New
Mexico). I’m on two committees with them. I’m
always trying to find them new members, and we
help with giving out scholarships to engineering
students, as well and raising money to support
those scholarships. Then there’s another
committee, the CLC (Construction Leadership
Council), which is a leadership committee for
youth. It’s supposed to be like under 40, but they
needed help. So I’m sitting on that committee to
help find charitable events in the community. So
we’ve done events for Paws and Stripes, we’ve
done North Valley Academy. We did South
Valley Little League, they had seven baseball
fields, and guys went in on the weekends and
rebuilt baseball fields. You got little kids out there
with stickers and stuff in the field and uneven
bases on the playing field. So we went out there
and fixed seven baseball fields and made them
look new again this season. The school in the
North Valley? They had opened up an area, and
they wanted to put some planters and benches.
And they were like, is there where you can help
them? So we took those wire baskets with rocks
they use for erosion control and were able to
take those baskets and make benches out of
them, and then make good planters. It was cool.
They sent like a nice video, the kids were out
singing and stuff with their class.

So if someone wanted to find you, where

would they do it? 

Yeah, I do Geeks Who Drink. My venues are
O’Neill’s in Nob Hill, Sunday nights. Red Door
Downtown on Tuesdays and Boxing Bear on the
Westside on Wednesdays. Then I do Dinner
Detective also on the weekends at the Hotel
Marriott (2101 Louisiana Blvd. NE). a

BY DAN PENNINGTON

R
ichie B’s Pizza has been around for a hot
minute now, and with a new owner in place,
many wondered how the experience would

change. The good news is here: It only got better.
Chuck Ruiz has managed to maintain the level
of quality you expect from them, while finding
new ways to expand their offerings and bring
new people into the fold. For example, recently,
Ruiz gave away a year of free pizza to whoever
guessed the exact number of pennies above their
door. Eric Brower was the lucky winner, local
quiz master for Geeks Who Drink and all around
great guy, so I got the chance to sit with him and
talk pizza, life and community work. 

Weekly Alibi: So explain the contest that

you won. 

Eric Brower: They have a section on the wall
here, and the exact number of pennies would
win free pizza for a year. So it’s a slice for every
day that Richie’s is open, which is six days a
week. And so I’m a competitive son of a bitch.
He posted pictures on Facebook, and I was
able to count down, and then was my basic
math skills, I was able to come up with a rough
estimate. So within my first guess, I was within
like 500. Once I got it down to the ones, he
was like, you’re getting closer. And then we
had my wife’s birthday party here, and I made
everybody order seperately for 10 chances. 

What exactly has got you so in love with

Richie B’s? 

So the first night we came here, it was just the
closest thing to New York pizza I’ve ever had.
And so in my own greed, I’ve always wanted
this place to succeed because you see the small
great places open up, and then they shut down
because they’ve got no business. It’s like, I
need this place to stay open because it’s the
closest thing to home that I’ve ever had. So
I’ve always taken people, and I’m a huge fan of
the local business and supporting the local
guys too, but it’s just good food man.

A lot of people might recognize you,

because you’re kind of an active guy

locally. What has you so engaged in

the community?

So you know, being entertaining and being the
center of attention, most quiz masters are
actually introverted. So it takes a lot of energy to
get in front of people and talk and put on a game
face and then go home and cry because it’s so
hard to stand in front of 100 people and be
energetic and funny for two hours. I’ve been with
Geeks for seven and a half years, and I’ve got my
700th quiz coming up. 

So using those connections that you’ve

got, you tend to be very engaged in

helping people either with fundraisers or

finding work or getting people hired.

Essentially, you’re just kind of like a

Pizza, Community and
Everything In Between

Speaking with Eric Brower, winner of a free year of pizza

The 3-foot slice is truly bigger than you expect. 
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EVENT HORIZON SEPTEMBER 19-25

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY SEPT 19

SATURDAY SEPT 21

THE PRINCE OF GOSPEL

An essential part of the American experience, gospel music
has its roots in the music slaves made to cope with and filter
the trauma of captivity into hope for future and freedom.
Innately uplifting and celebratory, gospel makes a clear and
harmonious connection to all that is earthly by referencing the
heavenly. If you get my drift—and even if you don’t—you’ll soon
have the opportunity to test those ethnomusicological ramblings
for yourself. That’s because Grammy-nominated gospel singer
and renowned baritone Pastor John P. Kee performs right here
in Burque on Thursday, Sept. 19 at the New Hope Full Gospel
Baptist Church. At 7pm the singer and choir leader, noted for
a compelling and soulful use of both contemporary and
traditional gospel stylings, takes the stage as part of the I

Made It Out Tour with his New Life choir of gospel singers.
Tickets for this relevant recital cost $10 for adults and $7 for
youths 17 and younger; they may be purchased by calling
881-7780. NEW HOPE FULL GOSPEL BAPTIST CHURCH 1901 PENNSYLVANIA

AVE NE, 7PM alibi.com/v/6tgn. (August March) a

AVAST!

Learning how to talk like a pirate is way
harder than you think. There’s a lot more
to it than just saying “Arr, matey.” For
starters: You have to learn how to walk on
a peg leg while wearing an eye patch
(unless you are already doing those things
for non-pirate reasons). Then you have to
learn how to keep grog down (an effort on
its own). And you have to do it all while a
parrot poops on your shoulder. This Thursday,
Sept. 19, join 505 Steampunk: Society of
Brass and Steam at O’Neills in the
Heights to celebrate Talk Like a Pirate
Day the right way—by dressing silly and
saying weird things from 6:30 to 8pm.
O’NEILL’S HEIGHTS 3301 JUAN TABO BLVD NE, 6:30
TO 8PM alibi.com/v/6tgi. (Joshua Lee) a

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

THE DEAN MARTIN
CELEBRITY ROAST

If you’re like many Gen Xers, you may spend early
Sunday mornings (between 3:15am and 4:20am)
watching super highlarious comedy outings from the
’70s—like the one mentioned in the above title—hoping
to coax the ghost of your dead dad out of the teevee
and into your little Downtown chante. I know it hasn’t
worked so far, but the experience reminds one how
funny the roast format is. It works great with elected
leaders and their cities, as well as celebrities, in case

you wanna know. If you wanna know more, attend the Roast of Albuquerque on Sunday, Sept. 22 at the Hiland
Theater. The hijinks begin at 7:30pm and the focus of the flaming is upon our beloved city and mayor, the
honorable Tim Keller. The host is OG Burque actor Miguel Martinez and comics such as Black Mike, Nicholas
Starr, Evan Wrons, Hollyanne Byrd and Sarah Kennedy. Hm, what about Don Rickles and Orson Welles? Tickets for
this all-ages cook-off of sorts range in price from free to $15, and if you don’t go, I’m a-gonna send Ruth Buzzi
and her hairnet after you. HILAND THEATER 4800 CENTRAL AVE SE, 7:30PM alibi.com/v/6t2l. (August March) a

TAM I GETTING A CASE OF 
“THE VAPORS?”

Konnichiwa, Burqueños! It’s that time of the year again when
we get to hype ourselves up over Aki Matsuri Japanese Fall
Festival. On Sunday, Sept. 22, from 10am to 5pm, $5 gets you
in to the awesome action at this all-ages event at Veterans’
Memorial Park. Kids 12 and under get in for free. With all the
cool vendors, there’s no shortage of food, dance, celebration,
shopping and more, all in one convenient place. The highlight
of the festival this year is the ramen-eating contest, where you
and a bunch more presumably hungry college students go
head to head in an all-out ramen-slurpin’ brawl. For four
minutes power through as many ramen cups as possible for
the chance to win a $25 gift card to Talin Market, where you’ll
undoubtedly spend it on the available gourmet ramen. Want
more information? Visit nmjacl.org to learn all about this year’s
festival and to find tickets. NEW MEXICO VETERANS MEMORIAL 1100

LOUISIANA BLVD SE, 10AM alibi.com/v/6s8f. (Dan Rayne Pennington) a

SUNDAY SEPT 22

FREE DANCE

Not unlike Earth Day, every day is dance
day if you feel moved by the spirit of
dance. That said, National Dance Day
is Saturday, Sept. 21, so why not avail
yourself of the opportunity to take a
free dance class at Keshet Dance and
Center for the Arts? Starting at 9am,
Keshet offers a free class to anyone
who’s ready to move, from 2-year-olds
on up. A full schedule of classes and
registration details are available on
their website, keshetarts.org. Pro-tip: As
with all free dance, it’s best to just
leave your scarf at home. KESHET CENTER

FOR THE ARTS 4121 CUTLER AVE NE, 9AM TO

2:45PM alibi.com/v/6spg. (Clarke Condé) a

THE HOTTEST MESS IN BURLESQUE

The Albuquerque burlesque scene has always thrived on the weird
versus the pretty, the neo versus the classic. Powerhouse Productions,
consisting of Mayo Lua de Frenchie, Jane Sweeney, Dr. Killgreedy and
Holly Rebelle, brings a weekend of the bizarre. Kicking off The Mess-
tival’s inaugural year at Sister on Friday, Sept. 20 at 8pm is the Strip
the Unstrippable Dream Competition, where 12 competitors face off to
“unstrippable” music to ultimately win the title “Hottest Mess.” If you’ve
ever wanted to see internationally renowned performers strip to “We
Built This City,” anything by Weird Al or horrific dubstep, this is the show.
Saturday, Sept. 21 brings night two, the Bizarre Beauty Showcase, at
8pm at Launchpad which welcomes even more stellar performers to the
505 for unbookable, messy, strange and confusing striptease. The
shows star EmpeROAR Fabulous!!! (Wash.), Jeez Loueez (La.) and Sgt.
Die Wies (Calif.) for the weirdest, wildest and most unsettling weekend
of burlesque ever witnessed. The shows are both 21-plus and cost $15.
LAUNCHPAD 618 CENTRAL AVE SW, 4:55AM alibi.com/v/6s7r. (Ashli Kesali) a

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE DEAN MARTIN ESTATE

IMAGE BY PAT BERRETT
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SATURDAY SEPT 21
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER 35th

Anniversary Campfire and Storytelling. An evening
under the stars with tales of heroism and adventure,
hot chocolate, s’mores, a presentation by Rex Funk

and Dr. Matthew Schmader, kids’ activities, live music
and more. 6500 Coors Blvd NW. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!

897-8831. alibi.com/v/6sk3.

FRIDAY SEPT 20 
!EXPLORA! Adult Science Night: Science of Breaking

Bad. Chemist and co-author Donna Nelson talks
about her book The Science of Breaking Bad which
covers the “Breaking Bad” portrayal of chemistry,

biology, physics, and subdivisions of each area. 1701
Mountain Rd NW. $10. 6-7pm. 18+. 224-8300.

alibi.com/v/6mp2.

THURSDAY SEPT 19
KIDS
COLOR WHEEL TOYS Make and Take a Free Drawing Spinner.
Stop by and make a free top that creates swirls while it spins.
For ages 3 and over. 108 Amherst Dr SE. 10am-5:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 289-2463. alibi.com/v/6stn.

NM MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY & SCIENCE Discover
Pollination. Kids ages 2 to 17 explore the ways insects help
plants make seeds in the garden. 1801 Mountain Rd NW. $7.
10am. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6rz5.

LEARN
ADELANTE DEVELOPMENT CENTER Golden Eagles in the
Southwest. Robert Murphy, Ph.D., a wildlife biologist with Eagle
Environmental, shares research findings about migration in the
Rockies/Colorado Plateau and survival and causes of mortality
in the Great Plains. 3900 Osuna Rd NE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/6rh4.

FRIDAY SEPT 20
ROBINSON PARK Global Climate Strike. Millions of adults
across the world walk out of workplaces and homes to join
young climate strikers on the streets to demand an end to the
age of fossil fuels. 810 Copper Ave NW. 12:30-5pm. ALL-AGES!
688-5343. alibi.com/v/6rxz.

SIDEWINDERS Non-Monogamy Meet and Greet. Find resources
and information about polyamory, non-monogamy, open rela-
tionships, swinging and more in a safe, comfortable environment.
8900 Central Ave SE. 6:30-8:30pm. 21+. 554-2078.
alibi.com/v/6rfe.

SPORTS
ISOTOPES PARK NM United Match #13. Cheer on the home
team as they take on the Reno 1868 FC. 1601 Avenida Cesar
Chavez SE. 7:30-9:30pm. 924-2255. alibi.com/v/6s7f.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Intermediate and Advanced
Contemporary with Adrienne Clancy. Learn the art of contem-
porary dance with an internationally-renowned, award-winning
dancer. 4121 Cutler Ave NE. $15. 3-4:30pm. ALL-AGES!
224-9808. alibi.com/v/6sr7.

SOURCE Happiness Program. In three sessions over a weekend,
the Happiness Program teaches a set of concrete tools and
techniques to handle your own mind. $395. 6:30pm. 18+.
(408) 520-1008. alibi.com/v/6s95. Also, Dance Gathering.
Build community and promote healing through dance in a safe
space for marginalized groups. Bring a dish and remember
events are alcohol, drug and fragrance free. 1111 Carlisle Blvd
SE. $0-$30. 7-11pm. ALL-AGES! 666-1953. alibi.com/v/6b0b.

SATURDAY SEPT 21
OSUNA NURSERY Fall Open House. Celebrate fall with plenty
of beautiful pansies, mums, cool-season veggies, pumpkins,
chile ristras and more. Enjoy music by The Cumberlands, apple
cider, local corn on the grill and face painting. 501 Osuna Rd
NE. Noon-2pm. ALL-AGES! 345-6644. alibi.com/v/6rxt.

TIGUEX PARK Second Annual Fiesta for Justice. A day of music,
food, activities and prizes with proceeds benefitting NM Legal
Aid, a nonprofit legal advocacy organization that provides legal
representation to eligible and low-income individuals and fami-
lies. 1800 Mountain Rd NW. 10am-2pm. ALL-AGES! 814-6638.
alibi.com/v/6qje.

KIDS
UNM ART MUSEUM Artmaking for Children: Book-Making.
Create and a bind journal and then venture outside and create
the first journal entry in the outdoors and plein air painting
with watercolor. RSVP required. 203 Cornell Dr NE. 10am-1pm.
277-4001. alibi.com/v/6rid.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Encuentro
de Semillas: Gathering of Seeds. Learn about seed saving,
participate in a seed exchange, harvest amaranth, make art
and listen to a discussion about bioregional and indigenous
arid-land agriculture, climate change and seeds. 2000 Mountain
Rd NW. 9:30am-4:30pm. ALL-AGES! 243-7255.
alibi.com/v/6pqi.

SUNDAY SEPT 22
ALBUQUERQUE GARDEN CENTER 2019 Dahlia Festival. The
NM Dahlia Society presents a judged show of dahlias with a
wide variety of flowers. 10120 Lomas Blvd NE. 1-4pm.
ALL-AGES! 296-6020. alibi.com/v/6rf1.

SPORTS
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF GREATER ALBUQUERQUE
Samson ABQ. Flip tires more than twice your weight, trudge,
sweat and grunt your way to the finish line. Push the limits, test
your strength and have a blast along the way with the fifth
annual challenge! 5520 Wyoming Blvd NE. 9am. 15+.
348-4521. alibi.com/v/6jtj.

PETS
BOOFY’S BEST FOR PETS Small Pets, Big Lives. A special adop-
tion and education event featuring adoptable rabbits and other
small animals from Albuquerque Animal Welfare. Learn about
proper nutrition and discover ways to enrich their lives. 8201
Golf Course Rd NW. 10:30am-4:30pm. ALL-AGES! 890-0757.
alibi.com/v/6sv5.

MONDAY SEPT 23
50/50 COFFEE HOUSE Nerd Night. Nerd out with D&D, Magic
the Gathering, Monopoly, Scrabble, bring your own game or
use one from the shop. 2122 Central Ave SE. 4-8pm. ALL-AGES!
639-4334. alibi.com/v/6sro.

TUESDAY SEPT 24
KIDS
SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER Rumelia Collective
For Kids. A group of musicians play the music of the Balkans
and Mideast in an intricate and mesmerizing blend of

CALENDARS

COMMUNITY
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CALENDARS

ARTS & LIT

SUNDAY SEPT 22
GHOSTWOLF GALLERY, Old Town Disability Isn’t Sexy

Book Tour. Poet Erin Lynn Marsh reads from her
collection of poems. 2043 S Plaza St NW. 3-5pm.

18+. 503-1507. alibi.com/v/6r9s.

contemporar y  and t radi t ional  fo lk  e lements . 1025
Broadway Blvd SE. 12:30-1:30pm. 848-1320.
alibi.com/v/6s1h.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALLEY KATS TAP COMPANY Rise of the Goddess: Burlesque
Class. In this one year anniversary event, meet the producers
and performers of Albuquerque burlesque. If you’ve always
been interested in the art of tease, mingle, enjoy snacks and
find out how to get involved. 222 Truman St NE. 7:30-8:30pm.
18+. alibi.com/v/6tgh.

WEDNESDAY SEPT 25
JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Workshops: The Power of You.
A four-part workshop on personal development with changing
topics each week. 3407 Juan Tabo Blvd NE. 6-7pm. 291-6260.
alibi.com/v/6pz0.

LEARN
SELF SERVE Keeping it Hot in a Long-Term Relationship. Learn
how to bring the sexy back, even if it’s been gone awhile, how
to enjoy more pleasure with your partner, discover new activ-
ities for increasing intimacy, orchestrating spontaneity and
more. 112 Morningside Dr NE. $20. 7:30-9pm. 18+.
265-5815. alibi.com/v/6rfh.

FRIDAY SEPT 20

WORDS
99% PURE MindWell Poetry Featuring Jay Ward. An unforgettable

evening of verse and vision as Jay Ward shines his unmistakable

luminescence on the 505. 3904 Central Ave. 7pm. ALL-AGES!

985-9708. alibi.com/v/6shf.

STAGE
AUX DOG THEATRE Blood and Water. In the visceral style of

Sam Shepard, this play exposes the emotional rivalry between

two brothers and the disruptive business they’ve created in the

NM desert. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE. $10-$20. 8pm. 15+.

596-0607. alibi.com/v/6ryi.

CELL THEATRE Six Degrees of Wonder. NM’s masters of mystery

present a magic show starring David Bryan, Bryan Lambe, Gene

Gutierrez, Jim Oliver, Tom Plunkett and Sean Ridgeway. 700

First Street NW. $15-$20. 7:30-9pm. 13+. 766-9412.

alibi.com/v/6t2p.

SONG & DANCE
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER ¡Globalquerque!

Each night features three stages of artists from around the

world. 1701 Fourth Street SW. 6-11pm. 246-2261.

alibi.com/v/6o64.

FILM
GUILD CINEMA NM Entertainment Movie Night Presents: Back

to the Future. Enjoy a screening of the classic ’80s flick. 3405
Central Ave NE. $8. 10:30pm-12:30am. ALL-AGES! 450-4706.
alibi.com/v/6luv.

KIMO THEATRE The Whistle. Enjoy a screening of the LGBTQ+
film. 423 Central Ave NW. 7:30-9:30pm. 768-3544.
alibi.com/v/6s7g.

SATURDAY SEPT 21
ART
NEW MEXICO ART LEAGUE Meet the Artists of Sky’s the Limit.
This landscape show focuses on NM artists’ unique interpretations
of the vast and startling beauty of the state’s sky, includes painting
and photography. 3409 Juan Tabo Blvd NE. 5-7pm. ALL-AGES!
293-5034. alibi.com/v/6t2o.

STAGE
AUX DOG THEATRE Blood and Water. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd
NE. $10-$20. 8pm. 15+. See 9/20 listing.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER ¡Globalquerque! 1701
Fourth Street SW. 6-11pm. See 9/20 listing.

SOURCE Acapellooza. A concert featuring acapella performances
from various local artists and the Bosque Center for Spiritual
Living Choir. 1111 Carlisle Blvd SE. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/6r59.

SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER 2019 Miguel Caro Tribute

Show. An evening of Mexican Folkloric dances to honor Maestro
Miguel Caro’s art and legacy, featuring youth dancers. 1025
Broadway Blvd SE. $5-$8. 7-9pm. 848-1320. alibi.com/v/6s86.

LEARN
REMARQUE: NEW GROUNDS PRINT WORKSHOP Printmaking

Showcase Extravaganza. Learn about the possibilities and marvels
of printmaking as curious artists and printmakers have a chance
to see a sampling of the myriad printmaking techniques in action.
3812 Central Ave SE. 2-4pm. ALL-AGES! 268-8952.
alibi.com/v/6qlv.

FILM
KIMO THEATRE 2019 NM Student Filmmaker Showcase. Enjoy
films from nine colleges around the state that were judged “best
of” in their respective categories. 423 Central Ave NW. 2-4:45pm.
768-3544. alibi.com/v/6s7v.

SUNDAY SEPT 22
ART
OT CIRCUS GALLERY Mini Mural Extravaganza. Seattle muralist
Victor Melendez creates a mini mural, shows and sells a collection
of handmade printed works with local vendors, food trucks and
more. 709 Central Ave NW. 4-9pm. ALL-AGES! 415-4643.
alibi.com/v/6r79.

AUX DOG THEATRE Blood and Water. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd
NE. $10-$20. 8pm. 15+. See 9/20 listing.

TUESDAY SEPT 24
SONG & DANCE
LOMA COLORADO MAIN LIBRARY, Rio Rancho Celtic Steps

Irish Dance. Dancers perform solo steps to reel, light jig, hornpipe
and treble jig music as well as ceili dancing in both large and
small groups. 755 Loma Colorado NE. 6-7pm. 18+. 891-5013.
alibi.com/v/6qu5.

FILM
NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE

Opening Night Movie: Schemers. Catch a screening of the remark-
able indie film. 1801 Mountain Rd NW. 7:30pm. 841-2802.
alibi.com/v/6t58.

WEDNESDAY SEPT 25
LEARN
UNM ZIMMERMAN LIBRARY Historic Churches of NM: A Visual

Tour. Frank Graziano gives a presentation history and art behind
the beautiful churches around the state. 1900 Roma Ave NE.
5:30-7pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6q5t.

FILM
NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE

Multi-Film Screening. 3pm. See KIMO THEATRE listing. Also,
Almost Famous. Enjoy a screening of light-hearted film about
the rock and roll lifestyle in the ’70s. 5pm. alibi.com/v/6t5j.
Also, 1801 Mountain Rd NW. 7:30pm. See KIMO THEATRE listing.
841-2802.
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THURSDAY SEPT 19
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Area 5-Fun: They
Can’t Stop Us All From Dancing • Ren Adams • DJ Flo

Fader • hip-hop • 7pm • FREE • 21+

SATURDAY SEPT 21
LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO .38

Special • classic rock • 8pm

MONDAY SEPT 23
SISTER Combo Chimbita • Latin, psychedelic • 8pm •

$10-$12

THURSDAY SEPT 19
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Austin
Van • country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Ghost Town Drifters • bluegrass, rock •
6pm • FREE

COCINA AZUL Leah Leyva • classic rock, blues, singer-song-
writer • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Jeffrey Alan Band • country • 7pm • $5 • 21+

EFFEX Alchemy • goth, electro, industrial, ’80s • 10pm • FREE •
21+

INSIDE OUT M. Crane • August James and the Lovesick
Symphony • Lost Remotes • variety • 7pm

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Above Average Open Mic •
6:30pm • FREE • 13+

LAUNCHPAD ShadowHouseMob • LondonKey03 • variety • Bayse
and Lazarus • TiO • Kee • Juddah Of Lions • 8pm

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Eli Del Puerto •
jazz • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING CO. Halfway Decent Karaoke • 7pm •
21+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND South3rn Turpike3 Broth3rz •
variety • 7pm • $5 • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Benny Bassett • acoustic
rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Tony and Steve Duo • variety •
6pm

SAVOY BAR AND GRILL Jim Almand • blues, singer-songwriter •
6pm • FREE • 21+

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Brendangerous • electronic •
Ben Bitten • Blue Sunshine • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO RJ Perez • funk, blues • 8:30pm •
FREE • 21+

COMEDY

NEXUS SILVER TAPROOM Buck D. Presents Laughter Witta
Side of Soul Food • stand-up comedy • 8pm • FREE • 18+

STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Stand-Up Comedy
Thursdays • 6pm • $10 • 21+

FRIDAY SEPT 20
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM

Beg, Borrow and Steal • variety • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM The
Blunts • rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

COCINA AZUL Lani Nash • singer-songwriter • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Jeffrey Alan Band • country • 7pm • $5 • 21+

DRAGON HORN TAVERN Odd Dog • classic rock • 8:30pm •
FREE • 21+

INSIDE OUT Red Elvises • funk rock, folk • 7pm

ISLETA RESORT & CASINO Charley Pride • country • 11am •
$30-$50 • 21+

JAM SPOT Baeza and Friends • hip-hop • 6pm • $18-$130

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Keith Sanchez •
rock, blues, singer-songwriter • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Black Smoke Blues Band •
blues, rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

ROCK AND BREWS Flashback • rock, oldies • 8:30pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

SANDBAR BREWERY AND GRILL Tylor Brandon • acoustic,
country • Intricacy New Mexico: Neptune Project Zephyr Project •
hip-hop • 9pm • $14-$17

SISTER The Mess-tival: Strip the Unstrippable Dream Burlesque •
Jeez Loueez • EmpeROAR Fabulous!!! • Sgt. Die Wies • 8pm •
$15 • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Black Label Society • heavy metal • 8pm

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Amy Cliser • singer-song-
writer • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Lani Nash • singer-songwriter • 6pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Abigayle and Peter • variety •
5pm • John Matthew • country • 8pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Adam Hooks • singer-songwriter •
7pm • FREE • 21+

URBAN 360 PIZZA GRILL AND TAP HOUSE Roger’s All-Stars •
classic rock • 7pm

COMEDY

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Show •
short-form improv comedy • 9pm • $10 • 18+

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Headliners 505
Comedy Presents Friday Night Fools • stand-up comedy •
9:30pm • $10 • 18+

SATURDAY SEPT 21
B2B2 BARRIO Shimon King and The B2 Free Agents • jazz •
6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM

100 Proof • variety • 7:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Effron
White • variety • 4:30pm • Trinity Soul • variety • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES! 

DIRTY BOURBON Jon Wolfe • country • 6pm • $15 • 21+

INSIDE OUT Kevin Herig • singer-songwriter, variety  • Dylan
Huling • The Noms • folk rock, pop • 7pm

LAUNCHPAD The Mess-tival: Bizarre Beauty Bur lesque
Showcase • Jeez Loueez • EmpeROAR Fabulous!!! • Orchid Mei •
4:55am • $10-$15 • 21+

MARBLE BREWERY Last Call • swing, jazz, soul, blues, R&B •
8pm • FREE • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Anniversary Party • Josh
Grider • singer-songwriter, Texas country • Brandon Saiz • 7pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Bardo • classical guitar •
6pm

SAVOY BAR AND GRILL Stanlie Kee and Step In • blues • 6pm •
FREE • 21+

SEASONS ROTISSERIE & GRILL Raven Rutherford and Her
Sweet Potato Pie Band • blues, soul, Americana • 6pm • FREE •
21+

SISTER DJ Jazzy Jeff • hip-hop, R&B • DJ Scratch • 9pm • $20-$25

SUNSHINE THEATER Morgan Page • electro, house • 7pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Adam Hooks and His Hangups •
Americana, garage rock • 8pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Clyde and the Milltailers •
jazz, folk • 8pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Nathan Fox • indie, singer-
songwriter, blues • 6pm • FREE • 21+

TURTLE MOUNTAIN BREWING COMPANY, Rio Rancho

Oktürtlefest • Judy and The Jets • variety • Brian Marshall 33RPM •
Die Polka Schlingel • RJ Perez • funk, blues • 3pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Fozzy • heavy metal • 8pm

MARBLE BREWERY Ghost Town Drifters • bluegrass, rock • 3pm •

FREE • ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE As We Are • post-hardcore • Miles to

Nowhere • d20 • Hex Theory • Decent Exposure • variety • 8pm

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Rye Creek • folk, Irish • 4pm • FREE •

ALL-AGES!

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND South3rn Turpike3 Broth3rz •

variety • 7pm • $5 • 21+

SEASONS ROTISSERIE & GRILL Jim Almand • blues, singer-

songwriter • 6pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

HILAND THEATER The Roast of Albuquerque • Nicholas Starr •

Evan Wrons • Hollyanne Byrd • Zach Abeyta • stand-up comedy •

Sarah Kennedy • 7:30pm • 15 • 18+

MONDAY SEPT 23
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Open

Mic with Rob Roman • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Eyes Set to Kill • hard rock, metalcore • Fighting

Monsters • Scarless • metal • Coda • 7:30pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Old Time Jam Band • 7:30pm • FREE •

21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE “Friends” Trivia • 7pm • FREE •

21+

COMEDY

INSIDE OUT Open Mic • stand-up comedy • 8pm • FREE • 21+

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY OG Monday: A Comedy Open

Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

TUESDAY SEPT 24
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM

Open Mic • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM

Nostalgia Blue • variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

GROWLER USA WESTSIDE Disney Movie Trivia • 7pm • FREE

HOLLOW SPIRITS DISTILLING Mariachi Trio • Spanish, Latin •

7pm • 21+

INSIDE OUT Tropa Magica • psychedelic cumbia, pop • Burque

Sol • reggae • Da Terra Miega • variety • Freddy Lopez • DJ De la

Rosa • 7pm

THE KOSMOS RESTAURANT Carla Van Blake: Jazz Stories 3.0 •

jazz • 7pm

LAUNCHPAD Ceremony • post-punk • Glitterer • Glaare • 7:30pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Bring Your Own Vinyl • 6pm •

FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 8pm •

FREE • 21+

WEDNESDAY SEPT 25
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM

Spiral Pilots • classic rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Chris

Ravin • rock ’n’ roll • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • 18+

INSIDE OUT Albukaraoque: Live Band Karaoke • 7pm

LAUNCHPAD Grieves • hip-hop • 8pm

MARBLE BREWERY VooDoo Visionary • groove, psychofunk •

6pm • FREE • 21+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Jill Cohn • indie, singer-song-

writer, folk • 5pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER Shannon and the Clams • garage rock • 8pm • $12-$15

TRACTOR BREWING CO. “The Office” Trivia • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Benny Bassett • acoustic

rock • 6pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Casual

Wednesdays Open Mic • Royal Wood • Kevin Baca • 7:30pm •

FREE • 21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO The Dust City Opera Trio • folk rock
orchestra • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE The Show •
short-form improv comedy • 9pm • $10 • 18+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Saturday Stand-Up Spectacular •
stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $5 • 18+

SUNDAY SEPT 22
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM

School of Rock • rock • 2pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Jade Masque • rock, Latin, jazz, world,

funk, beat, fusion • 4pm • FREE

ISLETA RESORT & CASINO Pat Benatar • classic rock, pop •

Neil Giraldo • 6:30pm • $40-$199 • 21+

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY TobyRiffic Karaoke Show •

3pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!
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FILM | FILM INTERVIEW

BY ROBIN BABB

A
lbuquerque in the ’80s was a very different

city than it is now. The Isotopes were still

the Dukes, Central Avenue was still

driveable, and the local queer culture was a lot

more underground. But in this much more

closeted Albuquerque, there was a group of

dyke youths who created a simple code for

identifying themselves and communicating

with others like them—the “dyke whistle.”
StormMiguel Florez, a trans man filmmaker

who came out and came of age in that
Albuquerque, tells the story of this code in The
Whistle, a new documentary premiering at the
KiMo Theatre this Friday, Sept. 20. 

“I think our support network and particular
culture were pretty unique for LGBTQ youth
in the ’70s and ’80s, especially outside of urban
areas like New York and San Francisco,” says
Florez. “I’m thrilled to premiere in
Albuquerque.” As a lead-up to the film’s
upcoming premiere, Weekly Alibi spoke with
Florez about culture, communication and
coming out.

Weekly Alibi: What made the dyke

culture in Albuquerque so special and so

different from that of bigger cities like

NYC or San Francisco?

StormMiguel Florez: I wasn’t in either of those
places at the time, so what I can say is just
from talking to people who were out in the
’80s. I hear [queer] people from other places
saying, “I didn’t know anybody like me when I
was growing up.” Even from folks in big cities!
As queers, we tend to get together to talk
about our coming out stories. So [the dyke
whistle] is always a story I’ve shared with folks,
including folks from New York and San
Francisco, and I’ve never heard of anything
similar. It was very specific to New Mexico. 

How cool is it that this group of teens got
to come out as teens and just be teens? And
have cool ways of connecting with each other
among the other teens? Charlene is one of the
people I talk to in the film. We always talk
about how we got to feel cute [in high school].
We got to dress how we wanted and look in
the mirror and feel like we were living our
authentic, gender-weird selves. Our people
have always expressed ourselves the way we
need to, but it has not always been received.

Talk about the “dyke whistle.” Was it

specifically a “I’m checking you out”

thing or just a “I see you, fellow dyke”

thing?

Both, for sure. There was one person in our
community who was kind of a lipstick lesbian,
and she used it as a way to say “I’m a lesbian

too” to people she was interested in, because
they wouldn’t always catch on otherwise. 

The way that I used it, and the way it was

used around me was—if I saw somebody I knew

from far away, I could whistle and get their

attention. Or if I saw somebody I thought was a

lesbian, I would whistle, and they would turn

and usually give a shy little nod. 

Dana Goldberg was performing in

Albuquerque last Saturday, she’s a lesbian

comedian. One of the event partners for The

Whistle was one of the partners for that event

too. They did an announcement about this film

at the event, and apparently a bunch of people

in the crowd did the whistle! That made me

feel great.

Why do you think this happened in

Albuquerque?

Something about the big New Mexico Catholic

culture means that there is … not really

acceptance, but it means that family is everything

to so many people here. People were getting to

be who they were without getting kicked out of

their homes. And as one participant [in the

film] said, there’s kind of this live and let live

attitude in New Mexico. Which is a trip,

because it’s surrounded by other states which

are very much not that way. 

Tell us some about the making of the film.

I started calling people around 2016. I had to

deadname myself [Florez used his old name

from when he identified as a woman], because a

lot of these people didn’t know me as a trans

man. Mostly the people who participated were

folks I knew who I hadn’t seen in years and

some people who I had never met. 

The next year me and my partner came out

here and interviewed people, shot some B-roll

of the landscape. We called a bunch of people

in to kind of have a reunion. Part of the process

of filming has been building and rebuilding

these old relationships. It’s been really amazing.

Why do you think it’s important to tell

this story?

When we talk about history, we talk about the

big important stuff—what happened at

Stonewall, what happened in Compton—

they’re necessary stories. It’s important to know

whose shoulders we stand on. But what we

don’t hear about is post-Stonewall, pre-internet

[queer history]. ’70s and ’80s. Especially in the

dyke community. 

Things are so uncertain right now. If and

when something really awful happens—are we

going to lose access to internet? Are we going

to lose the ability to be—somewhat—safely

out? Learning how people did this before all that

access could help us in the future. We’ve always

been resilient and we can continue to be. a

The Whistle
Filmmaker StormMiguel Florez premieres flashback documentary on

Albuquerque queer culture 

The Whistle movie premiere

Friday, Sept. 20, 7:30pm

KiMo Theatre (423 Central Ave. NW)

”Pay What You Wish” tickets ($4 to $30) are

available at kimotickets.com.

Audio description for blind and low-vision

attendees is available. This requires a 

smart phone and earbuds/earphones. 

Director StormMiguel Florez will be on hand 

to introduce the film.

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

The Devil You Say!
Film! ABQ and Loraque LLC come to the KiMo
Theatre (423 Central Ave. NW) this Thursday, Sept.
19, with a premiere screening of the new comedy
short “Who Stole the Tasmanian Devils?” This locally
lensed short film—involving a beleaguered SWAT
team, a cocky PR guy and, yes, some stolen
Tasmanian devils—is written and directed by Tom
Carroll and stars Grayson Berry, Kristen Broadwell,
Eric Martinez and Quinton Aaron. Admission is free.
Doors open at 6:30pm. The film starts at 7pm.

Needle Point
Through the Flower Art Space (107 Becker Ave.) in
Belen hosts a film screening and discussion of the
documentary “Judy Chicago: The Birth Project” this
Friday, Sept. 20, from 6 to 7:30pm. The New
Mexico-based artist collaborated with more than
150 needleworkers during her Birth Project
exhibition (currently showing at the Harwood
Museum of Art in Taos), creating dozens of images
combining painting and needlework. Following the
20-minute film, needleworker Pat Rudy-Baese talks
about her experience working on the project.
Admission to this event is free, but seating is limited.
To reserve your seat, go to eventbrite.com.

Showcasing Students
The New Mexico Film Foundation sets up shop at
the KiMo Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 21 for the
2019 New Mexico Student Filmmaker Showcase.
Thanks to a partnership with San Juan College and
Eastern New Mexico University, NMFF was able to
attract films from nine New Mexico universities and
colleges this year, offering a glimpse into the future
of our state’s film industry. The films submitted were
judged by film industry professionals from around the
country. Now local audiences have a chance to view
a “Best Of” compilation featuring a number of these
student-made shorts. They represent the award-
winning best in directing, cinematograpy, sound,
editing and screenwriting. The screening starts at
2pm. Tickets are $10 general admission or $5 for
students. You can pick them up, in advance, at
holdmyticket.com.

Gazing at Gaza
The US-based protest group ANSWER Coalition
(Act Now to Stop War and End Racism) presents a
special screening of the documentary Gaza Fights
For Freedom this Saturday, Sept. 21, at Guild
Cinema (3405 Central Ave. NW). The film features
exclusive coverage of the “Great March of Return,” a
series of protests across Gaza in 2018 demanding
Palestinian refugees be allowed to return to their
lands seized during the creation of the Israeli state.
The film’s creators/directors, Abby Martin and
Michael Prysner, are on tour with the film and will be
on hand at Guild Cinema for a Q&A following the film.
Tickets are $15 general admission or $30 for
premium seating and can be purchased, in advance,
by going to eventbrite.com.

Film + Music
Opening Night for the 2019 Albuquerque Film &
Music Experience is this coming Tuesday, Sept. 24. It
starts with a VIP and Sponsor Reception at the
Hotel Albuquerque from 5:30 to 7pm. VIP guests,
Festival Pass holders and sponsors are invited for
food, drink and live music. After that, it’s over to the
DynaTheater at the New Mexico Museum of Natural
History & Science (1801 Mountain Rd. NW ) for the
Opening Night movie. The film that kicks it all off in
style this year is Schemers, starting at 7:30pm. This
Scottish drama follows a young tycoon-to-be (Conor
Berry) as he escapes the depressing government
housing of Dundee and cons his way into the
gangster-controlled music promotion biz—putting
together a massive Iron Maiden concert, circa 1980.
Full-festival passes for AFME (Sept. 24 through 29)
run $100 to $200 each. Individual film tickets are
$10 general admission. We’ll have more on the
festival in next week’s Alibi. In the meantime, get
over to abqfilmx.com for a full schedule of films and
events. a
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TELEVISION | IDIOT BOX BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

THE WEEK IN

episodes and four countries (The UK,
France, Spain, Germany). David Tennant,
Hayley Atwell, Nathalie Baye and Jérémie
Renier are among the international cast.
Minimalist and laser-focused, the series
keeps all its action confined to
interrogation rooms where cops shake
down a string of criminals.

“The Family Man” (Amazon streaming
anytime) Amazon follows Netflix’s lead
and gets into the Hindi-language TV series
biz. Manoj Bajpayee (Satya, Shool, Aligarh,
Baaghi 2) stars as a middle-class family
guy secretly working as a superspy for the
National Investigation Agency, protecting
India from terrorists.

SATURDAY 21

“Power Players” (Cartoon Network 1:30pm)
CGI and live-action blend in this French kids
series about a secret team of superheroes—
who happen to be a bunch of toys brought
to life by an imaginative little boy.

“Beyond the Headlines: Escaping the
NXIVM Cult with Gretchen Carlson”
(Lifetime 8:02pm) Gretchen Carlson
goes behind the scenes of the

professional development
seminars/celebrity sex cult. … That is,
if you consider the gal who played
Chloe on “Smallville” a celebrity. 

SUNDAY 22

“The 71st Annual Primetime Emmy
Awards” (KRQEDT-2 6:30pm) The
Emmys go without a host this year.
Possibly because there is no Emmy
award for Best Award Show Host?
Just a thought, Academy of Television
Arts & Sciences.

MONDAY 23

“Bob (Hearts) Abishola” (KRQE-13
7:30pm) Sitcom king Chuck Lorre
(“Cybill,” “Dharma & Greg,” “Two and a
Half Men,” “The Big Bang Theory,” “Mike
& Molly”) makes more funny for CBS.
Billy Gardell (from “Mike & Molly”)
plays a sock company salesman who
ends up in the hospital and falls in
love with a hardworking Nigerian nurse
(Folake Olowofoyeku).

“All Rise” (KRQE-13 8pm) Simone
Missick (Misty Knight from Netflix’s
“Luke Cage” and “Iron Fist”) stars as a
black female judge in Los Angeles. While
it’s true that women and minorities have
been historically underrepresented in
the judicial system, courtroom dramas

THURSDAY 19

“Return to Downton Abbey: A Grand
Event” (KOB-4 7pm) The premiere of
the Downton Abbey movie is so hot, it’s
busting out of PBS totebags and
heading straight for NBC. The cast joins
Derek Hough (uh, why?) at the historic
Highclere Castle in England to speak
about the series and the upcoming
theatrical feature.

“The Last Days of Phil Hartman” (KOAT-7
8pm) ABC looks at the life and death of
funnyman Phil Hartman. In case you
forgot, he was shot to death by his drug-
addled wife, Brynn, while he was asleep
in bed. Yeesh.

“The Paley Center Salutes The Good
Place” (KOB-4 8pm) The Paley Center for
Media chats with the cast and creators of
TV’s best comedy, “The Good Place,”
ahead of its third (and final) season.

FRIDAY 20

“Criminal” (Netflix streaming anytime)
Netflix’s new crime series (from the
makers of “Killing Eve”) spreads over 12

Time For Change
“Undone” on Amazon PrimeBY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

A
mazon, which makes the bulk of its
corporate profits shipping cell phone
batteries and the like to lazy Americans,

runs its Prime Video streaming service mostly as
an attention getter. The service isn’t required to
turn a huge profit; it’s just got to convince
people to sign up for Amazon Prime—at which
point, presumably, they’ll order more cell phone
batteries. As a result, Amazon’s lineup of shows
and movies is considerably more edgy than that
offered by other services. From TV series
(“Transparent,” “The Man in the High Castle,”
“Euphoria,” ”Fleabag,” “Good Omens”) to
movies (Logan Lucky, You Were Never Really
Here, The Handmaiden, Suspiria), Amazon has
created a slate of entertainment that feels riskier
than the average Hollywood studio and
occasionally quite a bit more rewarding.

A prime example of this is Amazon’s genre-
hopping new series “Undone.” A delirious
mash-up of comedy, drama, mystery, sci-fi and
general metaphysical weirdness, the show is
the work of creators Raphael Bob-Waksberg
and Kate Purdy (both of whom worked
together on Netflix’s dark animated sitcom
“BoJack Horseman”). The series is animated in
a style known as “rotoscoping,” which lays
animation on top of live-action film footage.
It’s a style utilized in Richard Linklater’s trippy
fantasias Waking Life (2001) and A Scanner
Darkly (2006). The result is something
realistic yet decidedly left-of-center.

Our main character in this odd, animated
journey is Alma Winograd-Diaz (Rosa Salazar
from Alita: Battle Angel and the Maze Runner
series). Alma is a twentysomething woman
skating uncomfortably through life. She works at
a day care center, has a live-in boyfriend and
fights with her mother. Her sincere worry is that
this is all there is to life and that the rest of her
time on Earth will be wasted in a repetitive
grind of the familiar, the clichéd and the
standard-issue. Her younger sister (Angelique
Cabral), for example, is about to get married to a
boring, upper-middle-class white guy. This only

furthers Alma’s resolve not to accept the
traditional route of getting married, having kids
and growing old. (Even if that’s probably what
her boyfriend wants.)

One fateful night, her wish comes
dangerously true: Alma is involved in a
mysterious and near-fatal car crash. She ends up
in the hospital in a coma—and that’s when
things get weird. She starts seeing visions of her
father, Jacob (the always-welcome Bob
Odenkirk), who died when she was just 8 years
old. Even stranger, she’s able to communicate
with him. He insists that his death was an act of
murder, and he needs Alma to solve the 20-
year-old mystery and stop it from happening in
the first place. Soon after, Alma finds herself
slipping unwittingly though time and space—
not unlike the character of Billy Pilgrim in Kurt
Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse Five.

Now, there are several possibilities to
explain what’s happening to poor, confused
Alma. Firstly, she could be lying in a hospital
doped up on morphine, struggling with brain
damage and hallucinating her brains out. She
could also be awake, lucid and living through
the same sort of schizophrenia that led to her
grandmother’s premature death. Or—as her
spectral father insists—she could be
experiencing a profound mental awakening that
allows her to have a “new relationship” with
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time. And with a little practice and coaching,
she could actually travel back in time and
prevent her father’s murder. 

The best part of “Undone” is the way it
treats each of these divergent ideas as realistic
possibilities, each carrying their own emotional
weight. A lot falls on Salazar’s shoulders, and
she’s simply magnificent, crafting (with a lot of
scripting help from Purdy) a character that is
cynical, snarky, angry, emotional and
desperately confused all at once. Clearly the
death of her beloved father at such a young age
had a profound affect on Alma, and she’s still
struggling to deal with it. Even if she has
gained the ability to live a “nonlinear”
existence along her own timeline, she’s still
going to have to stop along the way and pick
up the pieces of her broken life. 

So is this a psychological drama, a dark
family sitcom or a head-trippy time travel
paradox filled with stunning visual flights of
fancy? Fortunately for viewers, it’s all three.
Never pretentious or confusing and always
confident of the story it’s telling, “Undone” is
one of the most beautiful and thought-
provoking shows of the year. If you enjoyed the
mixture of disorienting science fiction and
emotional personal growth in Netflix’s surreal
comedy-drama “Russian Doll,” then “Undone”
deserves to become your next binge-watch. a

are anything but underrepresented in the
primetime TV schedule. 

“Bluff City Law” (KOB-4 9pm) Why, look,
here’s a courtroom drama set in
Memphis. Jimmy Smits (who played a
lawyer on “L.A. Law”) stars.

TUESDAY 24

“Mixed-ish” (KOAT-7 8pm) This spin-off of
“Black-ish” travels back to the ’80s to find
out how teenager Rainbow Johnson (played
as an adult on “Black-ish” by Tracee Ellis
Ross) went from the home schooled
daughter of mixed race hippies to a
suburban doctor.

WEDNESDAY 25

Buzz (HBO 7pm) This “revealing and
personal” documentary follows Pulitzer
Prize-winning reporter and author Buzz
Bissinger as he experiences a sexual
awakening while collaborating with Caitlyn
Jenner on her tell-all memoir.

“Cake” (FXX 8:30pm) FXX goes all “YouTube”
on viewers, offering a “handcrafted
assortment of bite-sized content served up
to viewers as a tasty treat for the mind.” This
half-hour showcase of live-action and
animated comedy promises to be “thought-
provoking, laugh-inducing, artistic, authentic
and raw. (Not to mention, totally gif-able!)”
Well, there you go. Feel free to gif. a

SLOTH



[28]     WEEKLY ALIBI SEPTEMBER 19-25, 2019

Valmiki
Varun Tej (Antariksham 9000 KMPH) stars in this re-
make of the 2014 Tamil film Jigarthanda. This action
thriller focuses on an aspiring filmmaker who decides
to shoot a gangster film—and unwisely seeks inspira-
tion by spying on an infamous gangster and his hench-
men. In Telugu with English subtitles. 145 minutes.
Unrated. (Opens Thursday 9/19 at Movies West)

The Wedding Year
A commitment-phobic 27-year-old (Sarah Hyland from
“Modern Family”) has her relationship put to the test
when she and her new boyfriend (Tyler James Williams
from “Everybody Hates Chris”) go to seven weddings in
the same year. Robert Luketic (Legally Blonde, Win a
Date With Tad Hamilton!, The Ugly Truth, Killers) directs.
90 minutes. R. (Opens Friday 9/20 at Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque)

RETURNING

Back to the Future (1985)
The ’80s were epitomized in this glossy sci-fi comedy in
which a young Michael J. Fox travels back in time to the
’50s and meets his high school-aged parents. It still
holds up as a solid piece of popcorn entertainment.
Sequels followed, but the original is best. 116 minutes.
PG. (Friday 9/20 at Guild Cinema)

Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure (1989)
From 1989 comes this much-loved, widely quoted sci-
fi comedy about two high-school metalheads (Keanu
Reeves and Alex Winter) who try to pass their history
exam by going back in time and kidnapping various fa-
mous figures (Napoleon, Joan of Arc, Genghis Khan).
90 minutes. PG. (Opens Wednesday 9/25 at Flix Brew-
house)

Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986)
John Hughes’ iconic salute to truancy features an in-
souciant Matthew Broderick, a sad sack Alan Ruck, a
sexy Mia Sara and a bitter Jennifer Grey. In retrospect,
Ferris’ misdemeanor-filled romp through Chicago with
his best friends in tow seems a tad self-centered and
manipulative. But it’s still a nostalgic hoot—not to men-
tion, Broderick’s finest on-screen effort. 103 minutes.
PG-13. (Opens Tuesday 9/24 at Flix Brewhouse)

Free Solo (2018)
Alex Honnold, the first person to ever “free solo” (no
ropes, no partners, no safety equipment) climb up
Yosemite’s 3,000 foot high El Capitan Wall, is the sub-
ject of this jaw-dropping documentary. Inspiring and oc-
casionally heart-stopping, this one deserves to be seen
by even those who aren’t all that interested in rock
climbing. 100 minutes. PG-13. (Opens Friday 9/20 at
SUB Theater)

FILM | CAPSULES BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

and “The One Where Ross Finds Out.” 105 minutes.
PG. (Opens Monday 9/23 at Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge,
AMC Albuquerque 12)

Gaza Fights For Freedom
Filmmakers Abby Martin and Michael Prysner are trav-
eling around the country presenting their riveting docu-
mentary about a team of Palestinian videographers in
Gaza and their exclusive coverage of the “Great March
of Return”—in which protesters across Gaza de-
manded that Palestinian refugees be allowed to return
to their ancestral lands, seized to make way for the
creation of the Israeli state. The filmmakers will partici-
pate in a post-film Q&A. 84 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Saturday 9/21 at Guild Cinema)

Not Made In New Mexico—A Jeff Berg Spe-
cial
Film journalist and historian Jeff Berg presents another
of his patented film clip-filled history lectures. Unlike
previous installments, this one doesn’t feature films
shot in New Mexico, though. For fun, it highlights films
that were set in New Mexico, but shot in other loca-
tions. Take a look at scenes from The Good, the Bad
and the Ugly; Rat Race; Truth or Consequences, NM;
High Noon; Them and others to see if you can figure
out where they were actually lensed. 75 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Sunday 9/22 at Guild Cinema)

Raise Hell: The Life and Times of Molly Ivins
Firebrand Texas newspaper columnist, political com-
mentator and humorist Molly Ivins gets profiled by
documentary filmmaker Janice Engel (Las Vegas Wed-
dings, Motorcycle Women). Jim Hightower, Paul Krug-
man, Rachel Maddow and Charles Kaiser are among
the media personalities interviewed about the late,
great journalistic icon. Ivins’ sister Sara Maley is sched-
uled to speak at the Saturday, Sept. 21 screenings. 93
minutes. Unrated. (Opens Saturday 9/21 at Guild Cin-
ema)

Rambo: Last Blood
Sylvester Stallone (73 and counting) returns to one of
his most successful franchises. Seems that ass-kicking
Vietnam vet John Rambo has retired to the nice, quiet
life on a rural Southwestern ranch. (Like that’s gonna
last.) Unfortunately (and somewhat inevitably, I’m
afraid), members of an evil Mexican drug cartel kid-
naps his young niece. Naturally, Rambo must tie on
the headband, strap on the weapons and travel south
of Donald Trump’s border wall for one last blood-
soaked revenge kick. 89 minutes. R. (Opens Thursday
9/19 at Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Al-
buquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood
Stadium 16, High Ridge)

NEW

The 2019 NY Cat Film Festival
The annual NY Cat Film Festival “embraces films that
honor these mysterious creatures, who have fascinated
mankind for centuries.” If you’re one of the fascinated,
you can catch the 2019 festival’s best cat-centric
short films—from documentaries to animated flights of
fancy. 118 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Tuesday 9/24 at
High Ridge)

Ad Astra
Some 30 years after his father (Tommy Lee Jones)
goes missing in deep space, an astronaut (Brad Pitt)
embarks on a dangerous mission across an unforgiv-
ing solar system to uncover the truth behind dad’s
doomed expedition and the secret that could be
threatening life on Earth. Director James Grey (Little
Odessa, The Yards, We Own The Night, The Lost City of
Z) steps up to the big leagues, delivering star-spanning
thrills with an epic sci-fi saga, faintly inspired by Con-
rad’s Heart of Darkness. 122 minutes. PG-13. (Opens
Thursday 9/19 at Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High
Ridge, AMC Albuquerque 12)

Anthropocene: The Human Epoch
Filmmakers Jennifer Baichwal, Nicholas de Pencier
and Edward Burtynsky travel the globe to document
the impact humans are having on the planet. Over six
continents and 20 countries, the familiar parade of
atrocities unfold: bleached-out coral reefs, yawning
strip mines, dwindling nature preserves. But the film-
makers capture some beautifully frightening images
along the way. Alicia Vikander (Ex Machina, Tomb
Raider) narrates. 87 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Wednesday 9/25 at Century Rio)

Bauhaus Spirit: 100 Years of Bauhaus
The American Institute of Architects presents a free
movie night featuring this wide-ranging documentary
exploring the history, present and future of the Ger-
man-born utopian design and architecture school and
communal social movement known as Bauhaus. Tick-
ets are free and can be picked up at the Guild box of-
fice starting at 5pm on the night of the screening.
Seating is limited, so get your tickets early. 90 minutes.
Unrated. (Opens Thursday 9/26 at Guild Cinema)

Candy Corn
Horror icons such as P.J. Soles (Halloween), Tony Todd
(Candyman) and Courtney Gains (Children of the
Corn) decorate this retro-’80s slasher flick. It’s Hal-
loween weekend and a some small-town bullies are
planning their annual hazing ritual on local outcast
Jacob Atkins (who just got a job with a traveling circus
sideshow). When things go to far and Jacob ends up
dead, he’s brought back to life as an unstoppable
killer seeking revenge against those who wronged him.
85 minutes. R. (Opens Saturday 9/21 at Guild Cin-
ema)

Downton Abbey
Fans of PBS’ fancy pants “Downton Abbey” never really
cared that hardly anything ever happened in the se-
ries—and when it did, it was random melodrama, like
blackmailing ex-wives from nowhere or sudden car
crashes. They were into it for the dresses and the table
settings. So, for the hardcore historical fans, here’s
some more mellow adventures for the country estate-
dwelling Crawley clan and their various servants. It’s
1927 now and it seems that the King and Queen of
England are on their way to Downton Abbey for a visit,
putting everyone into a tizzy. Evidently, there’s a royal
assassin on the loose, as well, but don’t expect a lot of
Olympus Has Fallen-style action. 122 minutes. PG.
(Opens Thursday 9/19 at Century 14 Downtown, Cen-
tury Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16, High Ridge, AMC Albuquerque 12)

Fiddlin’
A multi-award-winning festival circuit fave, Fiddlin’ pro-
files the fiddlers and pickers who pass their uplifting
music from one generation to the next, keeping old-
time country and bluegrass alive in the Appalachian
mountains. 93 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Tuesday
9/24 at Guild Cinema)

Friends 25th—The One With the Anniversary
Celebrate the 25th anniversary of iconic ’90s sitcom
“Friends” by turning off Netflix and watching some
episodes in a movie theater instead. For this outing,
you get “The One Where Monica Gets a Roommate,”
“The One With the Blackout,” “The One With the Birth”

Ad Astra

The Maltese Falcon (1941)
John Huston directs this film noir ultra-classic, based
on the novel by Dashiell Hammett. Humphrey Bogart
stars as Hammett’s indelible private eye Sam Spade,
on the hunt for a priceless statue that “dreams are
made of.” 100 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Sunday 2/21
at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Say Amen, Somebody (1982)
George T. Nierenberg’s acclaimed musical documentary
has been newly restored for new eyes and fresh ears.
Joyous, funny and deeply emotional, the film celebrates
African American culture through the inspirational
music of the Godfather of Gospel, Thomas A. Dorsey,
and one of the form’s most famous practitioners,
Mother Willie Mae Ford. 100 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Tuesday 9/24 at Guild Cinema)

The Shawshank Redemption (1994)
Stephen King’s best non-horror novella (or was that
“The Body”? Discuss amongst yourselves.) comes to
life in Frank Darabont’s Oscar-nominated film. Tim Rob-
bins stars as an unconventional inmate sentenced to
life in prison who learns to cope with the help of his
philosophical pal (Morgan Freeman). It’s hitting the-
aters in time for its 25th anniversary. 142 minutes. R.
(Opens Sunday 9/22 at Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Tangled (2010)
In some ways this well-received toon is a surrender to
convention—a doggedly traditional Disney fairy tale
done up in high-tech 3D CGI animation. But it’s hard to
grouse when the results are so much fun. The anima-
tion is lovely. The story (about a proactive princess who
uses a charming thief to escape from her ivory tower) is
clever. And the jokes (Max, the intrepid, law-enforcing
horse scores big laughs) are well-constructed. 93 min-
utes. PG. (Opens Friday 9/20 at AMC Albuquerque 12)

Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am
In honor of Toni Morrison’s recent passing, Guild Cin-
ema and the New Mexico Black History Organizing
Committee present a return engagement of this artful
documentary from earlier in the year. The film meditates
on the life, the work and the powerful themes writer Toni
Morrison confronted throughout her literary career.
Oprah Winfrey, Russell Banks, Angela Davis, Walter
Mosley and Fran Lebowitz are among the famous faces
singing her praises and—more importantly—discussing
what it is that makes her work so important to modern
American society. 120 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Satur-
day 9/21 at Guild Cinema)

Film Capsules  continues on page 30 
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tury Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbs & Shaw
Hollywood, evidently, can’t make Fast & Furious
movies at a fast and furious enough pace. So here’s a
“sidequel” with lawman Luke Hobbs (Dwayne John-
son) and mercenary-for-hire Shaw (Jason Statham) in
some mismatched buddy comedy action. The squab-
bling duo are reluctantly paired up to fight a “cyber-
genetically enhanced” villain (Idris Elba) with super
powers. Not that this series ever had much grounding
in reality, but it’s now officially become The Avengers
of car chase movies. 135 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles
Documentarian Max Lewkowicz (Morgenthau: Three
Men, Three Generations, One Fight) traces the origin
story of one of Broadway’s most beloved musicals,
Fiddler on the Roof. 96 minutes. Unrated. (High
Ridge)

Gang Leader
Indian star Nani (Ride, Eega, Gentleman) headlines
as a goofy crime fiction writer stuck helping a “gang”
of five women from different age groups plot revenge
on the ones who did them wrong. In Telugu with Eng-
lish subtitles. 159 minutes. Unrated. (Movies West)

The Goldfinch
This coming-of-age drama is based on the Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel by Donna Tartt. Oakes Fegley
(Pete’s Dragon) plays a 13-year-old boy whose
mother is killed during a terrorist bombing at New
York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art. In the blood-and-
dust-choked aftermath, our wounded protagonist
snatches up a small Dutch Golden Age painting
called “The Goldfinch.” As he grows up (and is re-
placed by actor Ansel Elgort from Baby Driver) the
painting becomes his sole source of hope in a world
of trouble and confusion. If only director John Crowley
(Brooklyn) and screenwriter Peter Straughan (Frank)
could have matched the emotion of Tartt’s tender alle-
gory with something more than soapy melodrama.
149 minutes. R. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16, High Ridge)

Good Boys
How about an incredibly raunchy comedy starring little
kids? That’s different. Three “good” sixth grade boys
ditch school and embark on their first disobedient ad-
venture—which quickly devolves into a wild romp in-
volving stolen drugs, angry teenage girls and one
rager of a party. Jacob Tremblay (Room), Keith L.
Williams (“The Last Man on Earth”) and Brady Noon
(“Boardwalk Empire”) are the three little scamps get-
ting into some seriously R-rated trouble. 89 minutes.
R. (Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Century 14 Downtown, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

Hustlers
If you dug the viral New York Magazine article “The
Hustlers at Scores” by Jessica Pressler, you might be
interested in the feature film adaptation starring Jen-
nifer Lopez, Constance Wu, Julia Stiles, Keke Palmer,
Cardi B and Lizzo. The ladies play a group of strippers
in NYC who decide to embezzle money from the stock
traders and CEOs who visit their club after the sex in-
dustry bottoms out during the late-2000s financial
crisis. Writer-director Lorene Scafaria (Seeking a
Friend For the End of the World) has crafted a crowd-
pleasing workplace dramedy/revenge fantasy, while
headliner Jennifer Lopez delivers a commanding per-
formance as the HBIC. 109 minutes. R. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

It: Chapter Two
It’s been 27 years since the demonic clown Penny-
wise haunted the kids of The Losers Club. Now they’re
all grown up (and played by the likes of James
McAvoy, Jessica Chastain and Bill Hader) and lured
back home to Derry, Maine to exorcise the monster
one final time. 169 minutes. R. (Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, AMC Albuquerque 12, Century 14 Down-
town, Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Linda Ronstadt: The Sound of My Voice
Bonnie Raitt, Dolly Parton, Emmylou Harris, Jackson
Browne, Maria Muldaur, Don Henley, David Geffen and
Aaron Neville are among those who drop by to sing
the praises of iconic vocalist Linda Ronstadt. Film-
makers Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman (The Cellu-
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loid Closet, The Times of Harvey Milk, Howl) follow
Ronstadt’s stunning voice from its start in the folk
music scene of the 1960s through pop stardom in
the ’70s to jazz standards and traditional Mexican
canciones in the ’80s. 95 minutes. PG-13. (High
Ridge)

The Lion King
Disney remakes its 1994 animated hit The Lion King
as a “live-action” film. Of course, since it’s all done
with CGI, none of it is actually live-action. It’s just an-
other cartoon, but with different animation. The cast—
now consisting of Donald Glover, Beyoncé, Chiwitel
Ejiofor, James Earl Jones, Alfre Woodard, Keegan-
Michael Key, Seth Rogen and John Oliver—is mighty
impressive. But if you’ve seen the original, you’ve seen
this one. Pretty much shot-for-shot. How nostalgic are
you? 118 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Official Secrets
This well-constructed, well-meaning—but ultimately
lackluster—drama is based on the true story of a
British whistleblower (a de-glammed Keira Knightley)
who risked her job to expose American and British in-
telligence agencies trying to blackmail the United Na-
tions into supporting the 2003 invasion of Iraq.
Director Gavin Hood (Tsotsi, X-Men Origins: Wolverine)
patterns it after such muckraking classics as All the
President’s Men and The Post. There is a certain thrill
in watching the clues click together. But the fact that
no one actually cared, and we invaded Iraq anyway,
renders the film’s indignant message kinda moot. Re-
viewed in v28 i37. 111 minutes. R. (Century Rio, High
Ridge)

Once Upon a Time … in Hollywood
Quentin Tarantino’s latest sprawling, multi-storyline ex-
amination of time, place and people heads to 1969
SoCal to track fading TV cowboy Rick Dalton
(Leonardo DiCaprio) and his best friend/stunt double
Cliff Booth (Brad Pitt) as they navigate a rapidly
changing Hollywood landscape. Along the way, they
cross paths with various real-life pop cultural icons,
from the famous (Bruce Lee) to the infamous
(Charles Manson). It’s a surprisingly mature, medita-
tive look at middle age, changing times and seismic
cultural forces—at least until the lurid, revisionist fan-

tasia of an ending, which owes more than a wink and
a nod to Inglourious Basterds. 161 minutes. R. (Cen-
tury 14 Downtown)

Overcomer
Alex Kendrick (Facing the Giants, Courageous, War
Room) writes, directs and stars in this “uplifting” fam-
ily drama about a high school basketball coach
named John Harrison whose team faces an uncertain
future after the town’s largest manufacturing plant
shuts down. Thanks to the school’s shrinking staff and
budget, John is forced to coach cross-country. There
he meets Hannah Scott (Aryn Wright-Thompson), an
unlikely but inspirational runner who pushes herself to
the limit. Spoiler alert: This is a faith-based movie, so
all troubles (economic, sporting or otherwise) will be
overcome thanks to the power of prayer. 119 minutes.
PG. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16)

The Peanut Butter Falcon
A young man with Down syndrome (Zack Gottsagen)
escapes from the Deep South retirement home he’s
been stuck in by clueless officials in hopes of joining
a pro wresting school run by his idol, the Salt Water
Redneck (Thomas Haden Church). He soon befriends
an angry jerk of a fisherman (he’s got a backstory, so
it’s OK) played by Shia LaBeouf. Naturally, the two
travel downriver on a raft, Huck and Finn style. Later
on, improbably, they’re joined by a pretty attendant
(Dakota Johnson) from the nursing home and chased
by a couple of evil crab fisherman (played by Yelawolf
and John Hawkes). Gottsagen’s earnest performance
is the heart and soul of the film, and his disarming
presence breaks LaBeouf of his worst method acting
habits. But viewing this well-intentioned road movie
as anything other than a feel-good fairy tale exposes
an awful lot of cliché plot beats and schmaltzy senti-
ment. 93 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, High Ridge,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Ready or Not
If somebody could turn truth or dare into a horror
movie, why not hide and seek? Aussie actress
Samara Weaving (Three Billboards Outside Ebbing,
Missouri) stars as a young bride who goes to a creepy
country estate to meet her rich new husband’s myste-
rious in-laws. There, she’s invited to partake in an age-
old family tradition known as game night. The game is
Hide and Seek, but it becomes quickly apparent that
this game is deadly serious, and if the family finds
her, they will kill her. Adam Brody, Henry Czerny and
Andie MacDowell are among the colorful cast of this
pleasantly surprising, lovingly art-directed (and car-
toonishly gory) black comedy. Reviewed in v28 i24.
95 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark
In the ’80s the monster-filled, short story-jammed
book series Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark (written
by Alvin Schwartz and illustrated by Stephen Gam-
mell) was a must-read for middle-school kids looking
for some literary shocks. Now, Mexican horror king
Guillermo del Toro produces (but does not direct) this
loose adaptation. The film is set in small town New
England where a group of young people investigates
the mystery of Sarah Bellows, a haunted woman who
wrote all of her twisted nightmares into a book. And
now all of those stories are coming to life. (Which, if
we’re being honest, is kinda the plot to 2015’s Goose-
bumps adaptation.) 111 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Century 14 Down-
town)

Tokyo Ghoul S
In this sequel to 2017’s manga/anime-to-live-action
adaptation Tokyo Ghoul, college-student-turned-half-
ghoul Ken Kaneki (Masataka Kubota) is growing into
his ghoulish powers and determined to protect his
new home against anti-ghoul forces. But when infa-
mous undead gourmet Shu Tsukiyama (Shota Mat-
suda) shows up wanting to taste some half-ghoul
flesh, Ken’s training is put to the test. In Japanese
with English subtitles. 97 minutes. Unrated. (Century
Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Toy Story 4
Woody, Buzz and the rest of the Toy story gang are
back in this latest outing for animation giant Pixar.
Seems that little Bonnie (who took over the toys after
Andy grew up and went off to college in Toy Story 3)
has created a beloved new plaything (named “Forky”)
out of a plastic spork, some pipe cleaners and a cou-
ple mismatched googly eyes. But when Forky gets lost
during a road trip, Buzz and Woody vow to rescue the
freakish little dude. 100 minutes. G. (UNM Midweek
Movies)

Film Capsules continued from page 28

STILL PLAYING

47 Meters Down: Uncaged
What’s the matter? Discovery’s “Shark Week” not
enough for you? OK, here’s a low-budget “in name
only” sequel to 2017’s survivalist horror film 47 Me-
ters Down. This one finds a bunch of vacationing
teens (celeb offspring Sistine Rose Stallone among
them) stuck in some underwater Mayan caves with a
pack of hungry sharks. 89 minutes. PG-13. (Century
14 Downtown)

Aladdin
Disney continues to crank out live-action remakes of
its classic animated features. Here, 1992’s fantasy
musical finds Will Smith replacing Robin Williams as
the wacky genie who makes life better/crazier for a
kindhearted street urchin (Mena Massoud) in love
with a princess (Naomi Scott). Weirdly enough, Guy
Ritchie (Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels;
Snatch; RocknRolla; Sherlock Holmes) directs. 128
minutes. PG. (Movies West, Movies 8)

Angel Has Fallen
Odds are you only vaguely recall the generic 2013 ac-
tion flick Olympus Has Fallen or its even more forget-
table 2016 sequel London Has Fallen (both of which
barely recovered their budget at the box office). But if
you’re an absolute sucker for Tom Clancey-esque
thrillers, then you may be mildly excited to see Gerard
Butler reprise his role as tough Secret Service Agent
Mike Banning. For this “threequel,” our intrepid hero
finds himself framed for an attempted assassination
on the president of the United States (Morgan Free-
man). Oh no! He’s gotta go rogue to clear his name,
just like Tom Cruise in every installation of the Mis-
sion: Impossible series. 120 minutes. R. (Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16, Century 14 Downtown)

The Angry Birds Movie 2
I don’t understand it myself, but evidently the 2016
computer-animated feature based on the smartphone
game your kid played the hell out of back in 2010
needed a sequel. This time around, the angry birds
and their scheming pig enemies must join forces in
order to defeat … eh, something. You don’t care. It
might be enough to shut your kids up for an hour and
a half, allowing the parental despair raging in your
sleepless brain to subside for a brief, shining mo-
ment. That’s all that really matters, isn’t it? Isn’t it? 96
minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema)

Blinded by the Light
A Pakistani teen living in the industrial English town of
Luton, circa 1987, discovers the music of Bruce
Springsteen, finding cross-cultural kinship in The Boss’
gritty rock anthems. Director Gurinder Chadha (Bend
it Like Beckham, Bride & Prejudice) gives the Brassed
Off/The Full Monty/Kinky Boots treatment to this fa-
miliar tale of working class uplift in depressed rural
England. It’s a genial, likable coming-of-age offering,
but Bruce’s tough songs don’t always gel with the
film’s cornier moments of musical feel-goodery. Re-
viewed in v28 i33. 117 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14
Downtown)

Brittany Runs a Marathon
Up-and-coming comic presence Jillian Bell (“Idiotsit-
ter,” “Workaholics,” 22 Jump Street, Sword of Trust)
stars as an aimless young woman who decides to
make “positive changes” in her life by training for the
New York City Marathon. The result is a comic crowd-
pleaser laced with some heartfelt, real-world drama.
104 minutes. R. (Century Rio)

Chhichhore
This broa, Indian comedy follows a group of seven
friends who meet and have lots of wacky adventures
at college—then grow up into middle age and go their
separate ways, providing a dash of drama as well.
Nitesh Tiwari (Dangal) directs. In Hindi with English
subtitles. 146 minutes. Unrated. (Century 14 Down-
town)

Dora and the Lost City of Gold
The globe-hopping Nickelodeon kiddy cartoon “Dora
the Explorer” gets a live-action reboot. Isabela Moner
(Transformers: The Last Knight) stars as the inquisi-
tive preteen who leads her friends (including her talk-
ing monkey, voiced by Danny Trejo) on a jungle
adventure to locate her missing parents. Benicio Del
Toro is Swiper. I repeat: Oscar winner Benicio Del Toro
is the evil criminal fox, Swiper. 102 minutes. PG. (Cen-
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All Is One:  Globalquerque! Returns
15 Years, One Planet, Many Sounds

sitters, is that ¡Globalquerque! is somehow a
staid, ethnomusicological thing, right?

Well, that appeals to people like me!

So you understand that music has crossed
borders for millennia, since the beginning [of
human culture].

It spreads like a virus.

And not only does it cross physical, geographic
borders, it also crosses sonic borders, genre
borders—particularly in this postmodern age.
So, as part of Globalquerque, we have a very
traditional Chinese act. But then we have Dat
Garcia from Argentina who takes folkloric
Argentinian music and runs it through a bank
of electronics.

It seems like there’s an ascendant trend in

world music now to mix a melting pot of

influences, so that they come together and

form new types of music, rich with texture

and with diffuse influences.

And the thing is, a band like theirs [Dat
Garcia] or 47Soul from Palestine, are going to
be the hippest acts within a 500-mile radius [of
Albuquerque when they play]. Just because a
band is from another country, is not from
Europe or America doesn’t mean they aren’t
contemporary. These are cutting-edge acts.
They’re not your mother’s version of world
music.

Le Vent du Nord
Since I wanted to know more about these sea
changing postmodern iterations of traditional
folk music, I asked Tom to randomly pick a few
of the artists performing at ¡Globalquerque!
and ask them to kindly give me a bell. We’d
talk about what it was they were up to, I told
the visionary impresario.

The Vision of Frouge
To find our more about this 15th year
celebration of ¡Globalquerque!, I sought out
Tom Frouge. He’s the man who—with his
company, Avokado Artists—came up with the
global music festival we know and love today.

Weekly Alibi: Tom, what’s going on with

¡Globalquerque! this year?

Tom Frouge: It’s our 15th anniversary, that’s
the big, obvious thing. But this year we have
some very interesting, engaging acts coming
in. But I want to say that one of the things
about ¡Globalquerque! that is frustrating to us
is that people’s perception of ¡Globalquerque!
is not the reality of ¡Globalquerque!.

How so? I think ¡Globalquerque! and I

think of world music, global music—

something similar to international art and

music fest W.O.M.A.D., when that was the

model for what world music could

achieve.

Yes, but that’s because you’re in tune; it is a
W.O.M.A.D., very much so. However it’s hard
to describe ¡Globalquerque! on paper or by
talking about it, because there is so much
going on. But I think the perception that
people have, particularly among the fence
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MUSIC | SHOW UP!

The first outfit to call me back was a dude
named Olivier Demers. He was calling from
somewhere in Quebec and plays fiddle in a
band whose name translates as The North
Wind.

Weekly Alibi: Hello?

Olikvier Demers: Yes, this is Olivier, the
fiddler from Le Vent du Nord!

The fiddler? Cool! Do you have a few

minutes? Could you tell our readers

about your music, your band and what

they’re all about?

It’s traditional music from Quebec. It’s based
on folk music based on the actual
instruments and methods originally used to
make such music, like the hurdy-gurdy,
accordion, foot-tapping, call and response
and, of course, the fiddle, too. This music is a
mix between our French roots, the French
settlers and the later arrival—in the middle
of the 19th century—of Scottish and Irish
immigrants. We sing in French, but you may
notice that some of the music is closer to
Irish music. That style is very unique in
Quebec.

So all the music is performed

acoustically on period instruments?

Of course the show is amplified but it’s all
based on acoustic instruments. The electric
bass is one of the only modern instruments
we use.

Do you consider yourselves to be

traditionalists or do you employ

contemporary flourishes?

That’s a very good question, because for us,
we do use some very old traditional songs
and tropes, but we also compose about half of
the songs we perform and record. We see
traditional music and folk music as a
movement. We try to continue that, making
the music grow and change in the process. So
of course, our arrangements respect the roots
of the music, the core is taken from the past.
But the way we dress the music is quite
modern. We try to position ourselves so that
the tradition evolves. There’s total respect
for what our elders did to transmit the
passion of that expression to us.

Natu Camara
While I was transcribing my conversation
with Olivier, the phone rang again. It was
Natu Camara, a Guinean rapper, rocker and
soulful queen of cool, calling up to chat
about—wait for it—¡Globalquerque!.

Weekly Alibi: Hello.

Natu Camara: Hello, is this August?

Yes; Natu?

Yes How are you!

BY AUGUST MARCH

I
f you were able to see this world, the Earth,
from space, you could confirm its spherical
shape. Floating downward into the

atmosphere, you’d see the artifacts of a
planet-spanning culture created and
maintained by hairless mammals with large
brains and complex appendages that allow for
locomotion and complex tool usage.

And you’d probably come to the
conclusion that all these sentient beings were
pretty much the same—except for the fact
that they represent infinite variations in
terms of the culture they identify with, the
way they present their identity to their fellow
humans and the language they use to
communicate.

Despite these differences—but keeping in
mind the propensity nature has for both
infinite diversity and sameness—human
culture is linked together by music and
musical experience. As Dat Garcia, an
Argentinian whose is making their first
appearance at Globalquerque told us, “I think
as humans we can hear. We’re different from
animals because we can transmit what we’ve
heard and learned to new generations. Music
is more than instinct. We take all our
influences and experiences and make new
things of them, that’s what makes us human
and that’s why music is a magic word.”

That’s a global phenomenon; so, of course,
it’s happening here in Albuquerque, too. The
whole schmear gets magnified though, when
¡Globalquerque! makes its annual appearance
in our burg.

Now in its 15th year, the world music
festival and cultural colloquium features some
of the world’s most excellent Earthly musical
magicians. More than 15 cultures and their
musical traditions are to be represented,
including acts from China (Yandong Grand
Singers), Iran (Sahba Motallebi), Niger
(Mdou Moctar) and Argentina (Dat Garcia).

Folks we share common borders with will
also be on hand to jam out, bands like
Quebec’s Le Vent du Norde and Nohe and
Sus Santos, an outfit with roots in México as
well as Honduras and the US. Speaking of
the middle section of North America, New
Mexico’s Lara Manzanares and Dave Alvin
and Jimmie Dale Gilmore with The Guilty
Ones will bring some Southwestern tuneage
to the stage at the National Hispanic
Cultural Center.

Besides a world full of musical offerings,
¡Globalquerque! also features a Global
Village where different cultures can interact
and learn about each other, a free cinema
series highlighting issues of global
importance, like immigration in the
Americas, and panel discussions, too.

Natu Camara COURTESY ¡GLOBALQUERQUE!

¡Globalquerque!

Friday, Sept. 20 through 

Saturday, Sept. 21

National Hispanic Cultural Center

701 Fourth Street SW

Visit globalquerque.org for 

tickets and times

!
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More Than Music
In addition to offering two nights of most
excellent musical experiences from all over the
planet we call home, ¡Globalquerque! also has
its share of daytime programming available to
challenge your sense of place and encourage
individual and ultimately global growth, too.

• Free Global Fiesta: On Saturday, Sept. 21
from 10:30am until 4pm, Globalquerque hosts

numerous educational
workshops, activities
and corollary
performances including
dance workshops hosted
by Romy Keegan.
Additionally, as a
partner in the Global
Week of Climate
Action, Globalquerque
will be hosting panels
dealing with fracking in
Chaco Canyon, songs of
rebellion and the
Global Climate Strike.
Meanwhile in the
Domenici Education
Building, artist Lynnette
Haozous will discuss her
work. There will also be

an International Food Preparation Demo and
Tasting beginning at 1:30pm.

• The theme of the 7th annual
¡Globalquerque! International Film Series
theme is Immigration-Discrimination-
Exploitation and it continues during the festival
proper with the screening of two relevant films
on Saturday, Sept. 21. The 2009 French film Le

Concert screens at noon and The Jade Pendant,
an example of Chinese cinema, circa 2017,
screens at 2pm.

• The Global Village—open on Friday, Sept.
20 from 4pm until close and Saturday, Sept. 21
from 10:30am until close—features 30 booths
filled with crafts, culture and cuisine to expand
the mind and enchant the senses. Craft vendors
include Divine Nature Arts, Elevate Nepal,
Jambo Imports, Laughing Hare Hot Glass and
Namaste Crafts. Platero’s Fry Bread and Navajo
Tacos and Nath’s Inspired Khmer Cuisine will
also be on hand with hot and tasty eats for all
the humans from every region on Earth. a

MUSIC | SHOW UP!

I’m great. Can we talk music?

I’d love to have a conversation!

Tell me about your music, your work. What

would you like to tell our readers about

yourself?

I was born in Ivory Coast and I grew up in
Guinea. I formed the first all-woman African
hip-hop band, Ideal Black Girls.

How did that happen?

It was amazing. There were no
women at all that were part of the
scene, in that line of work. We made
our first album in 2002 and our
second came out in 2004. After that
we got going in Paris and in New
York. I live in New York City, but
many of my friends still live in Paris.
Now I’m playing solo, with a band
backing me.

Tell me more!

I created the band here in New York
City. We started to perform and then
I produced an album called Dimedi.

What’s your sound like? Is it

groovy, polyrhythmic, influenced

by your upbringing in West Africa?

The sound is soul and Afro-rock. It’s
two things, literally—water and fire.

That’s what I call it because when I do soul, as a
musician I play the guitar with deep feeling, I
feel the soul of the guitar. It’s very intense, very
emotional.

Does that create tension in your music?

August, I use every part of me and all of the
knowledge I have and all the experiences from
Africa to Europe to America—I put all of that
into what I do. It’s really subtle, the new album.
Very rich. We recorded it in Mali because I
wanted to have an African basis for the whole
of the record. So that’s who I am. I don’t like to
use the term “world music,” it sets people off in
a certain direction, looking for something
specific. My sound is soul. It’s Afro-rock.

How do you define Afro-rock?

Imagine you have a rock and roll beat and an
African beat. Put them together and you can
dance to the intensity.

Dat Garcia

Le Vent du Nord

COURTESY ¡GLOBALQUERQUE!

COURTESY ¡GLOBALQUERQUE!
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Oak Tree, You’re in My Way!
Lynyrd Skynyrd Makes Me Feel Right at Home

five. The deal with me was that the guys felt
I could do a great job of being the drummer. I
came in and [original drummer] Bob Burns
ended up leaving the band for the first time.
I went to Muscle Shoals and recorded all the
session stuff [for the debut album] but toward
the end of it, felt that they needed somebody
better on the kit. It just so happened that
Bob wanted to come back. He came back in
and was the drummer for the first two
records. I mean the guys thought I was good,
they thought my groove pattern was good but
I felt like they needed more of a monster to
get them across to where they needed to go.
That’s why I opted out. I didn’t even have
Blackfoot to go back to, man! I opted out,
tried to find something to situate myself in as
a guitar player and singer. It just so happened
that the guys in Blackfoot were getting back
together in North Carolina. We created our
own history.

Yeah, you recorded that roaring Southern

rock tune by your grandfather, “Train,

Train!” It was a heavier sound, que no?

That’s true. A lot of people in the industry, a
lot of musicians and a lot of fans consider
Blackfoot to be the first Southern heavy metal
band. We took a lot of our influence from
heavy English and European bands. We did
create our own thing. When that was done, I
bought the name and still own it today. I kept
the band going in different versions, but come

How’s it going out there with you all on

tour for the millionth time? You’re still

playing stadiums and amphitheaters!

It’s a band effort. You’ve got this guy, Gary
Rossington, that’s one of the founding
members [of the band]. All that stuff, all those
classic tunes have his signature on them. I
consider myself a guy who’s a team player. We
have a three guitar army. I just do what I do
and it fits really well, like the original band’s
guitar army with Allen Collins, Gary
[Rossington] and Steve Gaines or Ed King.
This farewell tour, man, has been an
overwhelming success. Ninety percent, maybe
95 percent of the shows are all sold out. The
ones that aren’t completely clean are within
95 to 98 percent sold out. So, you know, we’ve
been having a great run and if you look back
and consider when the band started, it’s well
over 50 years now.

You were somebody who was involved at

the very beginning before you went off to

lead Blackfoot. How does that ... 

So I mean—sorry to cut you off ...

No that’s cool, I want to hear your side of

the Lynyrd Skynyrd saga.

But you know what, I—in the very
beginning—left Blackfoot and went over to
Lynyrd Skynyrd back in 1971 and played all
the way through ’72 or ’73. I was one of the
original drummers for the band. Not a lot of
history that you read on the band will give me
that kind of credit, but many do.

So you all had a dual drum kit early on?

Yeah and I had been playing drums—I had
been playing drums since I was eight years old,
right after I started playing guitar when I was

MUSIC | INTERVIEW

the end of 1995, I participated in the premiere
of Freebird in Atlanta, Ga. There had been a
jam session the night before and the guys in
Lynyrd Skynyrd saw me play. Lo and behold,
the following March I get a phone call from
Gary [Rossington]. I was back in the band.

Is it challenging to play in a band with

three guitarists? That’s like so Radiohead!

Well, understand that the original three guitar
army ended when the first band did. Each
guy—just like today, right now—has his own
distinct sound, tone and style of playing. One
of the things that I think contributed when I
got back in was that my style and sound was
very similar to that of Allen Collins [original
member who died in 1990 after the band broke
up after 1977, post-plane crash]. I’m very
energetic, high energy. And I think that Gary
said to me, “I don’t have Allen anymore and
you’re the closest thing to him.” That’s one of
the reasons I got the gig, other than the fact I
was a good guitar player and performer. With
the other guys, Gary and me—and at first we
had Hughie Thomasson from the Outlaws who
played a Stratocaster [he passed away in
2007]—and now we have Mark Matejka,
Sparky, another Strat player. When you put all
three of us together, it’s a very distinct sound,
you know what I’m saying? Uh, it’s not like go
there [to a gig] and turn it up to 10 and all
three of us go at it at one time. It doesn’t work
that way. A lot of times, I hold down a real
solid rhythm for Gary and Sparky to play leads
over and so forth. The combination of Gary
and Sparky and me exchanging leads is a very
solid sound. It’s the sound of Lynyrd Skynyrd
and it works rather well.

That sounds like fun! What’s your favorite

Skynyrd jam?

You know, it’s a funny thing, I get asked this all
the time, man. Yesterday a fan stopped me and
said, “I’ve been dying to ask you, ever since
we’ve been on this flight together and I didn’t
know whether to talk to you or not but I gotta
ask you, what is your favorite Lynyrd Skynyrd
song to play?” “All of them,” I said, though
there are special ones like “The Needle and
the Spoon,” “Tuesday’s Gone,” “Simple Man”
and “Free Bird,” of course. But when it really
comes down to it, man, they’re all my favorite.
I love being the guitar player in this band!

So is this just a workaday thing? Do you

ever stop and think about the significance

and legacy of Lynyrd Skynyrd in American

culture?

This has never been a job to me. It’s
something I’m very honored and proud and
blessed to have been a part of. For me the
legacy that we—the band—leave behind for
all to hear is a sense of timelessness. These
songs are timeless, they are understood and are
part of the lives of four generations of
Americans.a

BY AUGUST MARCH

T
he music of Southern boogie rockers
Lynyrd Skynyrd is woven into American
culture to the extent that it shows up—

the threads become visible—even in the life
of a locochon Chicano music critic living in
Albuquerque, N.M. Here are some instances
drawn from personal experience.

• The class song played loudly at my high
school graduation ceremony was “Free Bird,”
still an Eldorado High School favorite more
than 10 years after the record dropped in
1973. When the song was played at the Pit,
just about everyone in the graduation party—
except for me and my friends who had
consumed a pile of psilocybin mushroom-
laced enchiladas earlier that evening—started
whooping and screaming and shouting “Hell
yeah” while we just stared into space and sung
along majestically, mythically.

• In art school I knew this dude who
worked in a foundry. A few years later—in
1995—he invited me to his wedding in the
city of big shoulders, where a huge party
awaited. As Mr. Chaudruc and his pals picked
me up at the airport, he turned to the driver
and said in a calm, clear voice, “Oak tree,
you’re in my way,” a line about parties gone
wrong from the Lynyrd Skynyrd song, “That
Smell.” Nothing went wrong though and I
never thought about that damn tree again
while in his gracious company.

• In 2004 I married a Southern gal. On our
first day together, I went out for some
Mexican take-out from Garcia’s Kitchen.
When I got back, my future wife was jamming
out and dancing to “Call Me The Breeze.”
She told me in her luxurious drawl that she
was so happy she couldn’t help but put on
some Skynyrd.

• Just last week, I had the chance to sit
down and talk to Rickey Medlocke, one of
three guitarists who lead the band’s sultry
Southern sing-along of pure American music.
Medlocke’s been with the band since its
beginning, left for a while to front the
legendary Southern-fried rock ensemble
Blackfoot and then returned to Lynyrd
Skynyrd in 1996—long after the band
reformed post-plane crash and after the
subsequent death of original guitarist Allen
Collins in 1990—at the urging of founding
member Gary Rossington.

Lynyrd Skynyard will be playing a show at
Isleta Amphitheater on Sunday, Sept. 22 and
I wanted to ask Medlocke all about the band.
Here’s a transcript of our conversation.

Weekly Alibi: Hi. Rickey Medlocke?

Rickey Medlocke: Yes.

Mr. Medlocke, I am honored to meet you,

I’m August March from Weekly Alibi. Can

we talk about Lynyrd Skynyrd?

Yeah, man.

Lynyrd Skynyrd and 
Grand Funk Railroad

Isleta Amphitheater • 5601 University Blvd. SE

Sunday, Sept. 22 • Gates open at 5:30pm

Tickets: $30 to $350

Rickey Medlocke and Gary Rossington of Lynyrd Skynyrd rock out. COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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the DJ to play it. FM radio was great for us, there
were no limits. Those days are long gone.

You all have that quintessential Midwest

hard rock sound; do you ever think about

the diffuse influence your work has on

rock music?

Well, certainly. A lot of bands listened to us and
did their own take on what we were doing—as we
did. We were listening to all of these other bands,
especially R&B artists and the Motown stuff. I like
to say Grand Funk is an R&B band pumped up on
steroids. We just turned it up, we crank it up. We
came up with bands like Cream and Blue Cheer.
We’re playing the blues.

On the American Band album, you worked

closely with producer and engineer Todd

Rundgren to focus your sound. Then the band

recorded a Gerry Goffin and Carole King song

that became a monster hit—you turned it

from bubblegum pop into a heavy rock

anthem. How did that happen?

It was an in-the-studio moment. We were
recording all the songs for that album, but felt like
we needed a strong follow-up hit. We thought
about doing a cover. Out of the blue the idea came
up of doing “The Loco-Motion.” It was such a
stupid idea, it might work. We had Todd in the
studio and we wanted to go after the sort of sound
The Beach Boys had on “Barbara Ann,” like there
was a party going on in the studio. Of course with
Todd, it wasn’t just a party going on, it was that
heavy guitar sound and lots of overdubs, huge
hand claps, everything. It definitely became a rock
song in those moments.

Is guitarist and singer Mark Farner ever

going return to Grand Funk?

That’s a question that comes up often. I really
don’t have an answer.

What is the Grand Funk Railroad?

It started out with three guys out of Flint,
Michigan that loved playing rock and roll music
and it just grew from there; we’re still an
American band and we still love to rock!a

MUSIC | AURAL FIXATION

BY AUGUST MARCH

H
ere’s my story about Grand Funk Railroad—a
Michigan rock band with big hair and an
even bigger sound that made the big time in

the early 1970s and are still rocking out today.
When I was 10 years old, we still had a baby

sitter. My twin brother, my 4-year-old sister and I
were such hellions that it was a good idea that we
had some supervision whilst my parents were
away. On those occasions when my maternal aunt,
La Loca, couldn’t make the gig because she was
out on the road with Wings, our next-door
neighbor Debbie did an admirable job.

My father had a fancy hi-fi in the den. Mostly
my parents played jazz and classical records. Of
course Debbie noticed the electronic monstrosity
in the middle of the house; the next time she
came over, she brought an armload of records.

Among those teenage rock albums was a disk
made of clear yellow vinyl, encased in a plain
golden cover that had the words “Grand Funk” in
the center. Inside, liner notes implored listeners to
play the record at “full volume.”

After what followed—and that included some
nascent headbanging, much dancing and some
pizza eating—we practically begged my parents to
go out on the town more so that we could be
supervised by the rocker next door.

Flash forward 45 years and I’m sitting at my
desk waiting for a call from Don Brewer, the
drummer and co-lead singer for Grand Funk
Railroad. They’re opening for Lynyrd Skynyrd on
Sunday, Sept. 22 at Isleta Amiphiteater.

Weekly Alibi:

Right now you’re on the road, celebrating 50

years of Grand Funk. How’s that going?

Dan Brewer: 
Oh, it’s terrific. We’ve been touring, pretty much
non-stop since January. I mean, we’re weekend
warriors. We go out on a Friday and come home
on Sunday. We still average more than 40 shows
per year. It’s been a busy year, we started out doing
a cruise from Fort Lauderdale [Fla.] to Cozumel,
Mexico. Then we flew from Cozumel to Portland
[Ore.] and played at a casino that sits right on the
Pacific Ocean.

What tunes are you playing in performance

this year?

We focus on the tunes people want to hear like
“Some Kind of Wonderful,” I’m Your Captain
(Closer to Home),” “Inside Looking Out,” “The
Loco-Motion” and of course, “We’re an
American Band.”

What are you listening to now?

I don’t hear much that blows my skirt up anymore.
It’s a little bit difficult. Pop music has become very
homogenized. I just don’t listen much anymore.

You’ve been doing this for 50 years now. Do

you think rock music has seen its time come

and go?

I think I was very fortunate to come up in the
time period that I did. We came up when you
could make a record and you could drive to your
local radio station, knock on the door and get

Don Brewer of Grand Funk Railroad
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Rocking the Railroad
Grand Funk Is Your Captain



T
he governor’s Cannabis Legalization

Working Group was out in full force again,

making headlines with their unforeseen,

outlandish, paradigm-shattering ideas of what

the state’s cannabis policy should look like.

Their newest shocking revelation: They don’t

recommend state-run recreational marijuana

shops.
Of course it’s only a little revelation

since most of us hated the idea of state-run
pot shops in the first place. Another small
revelation was the recommendation that
the state leave zoning restrictions and
regulations to local government, but
deny them the ability to opt out of
cannabis sales entirely. They said allowing
local governments to opt out of sales
would cause headaches for law
enforcement.

The working group is almost finished
with their investigation. It plans to hold its
final meeting before the end of the
month, but I’m starting to get the
sneaking suspicion that this is all
nothing more than a public
relations stunt to give voters the
sense that democracy and science
are hard at work backstage
somewhere. Maybe I’m just cynical, but
I still remember how our governor seemed
much more leery about recreational
legalization before it became apparent
that the issue would have a major role to
play in the 2018 gubernatorial election.

And it should be noted that a small
comment was reportedly made by City
Councilor Pat Davis, head of the working
group, indicating that it would recommend
allowing medical cannabis companies already
operating in the state to produce and sell
recreational marijuana as well. 

Taos News reported that more than $29,000
was donated to Lujan Grisham’s 2018
campaign by medical cannabis producers, and
the governor has notably said on numerous
occasions that she’d only support legalization if
it didn’t interfere with the medical industry.
Something tells me that our wait for legalized
cannabis has little to do with health and safety
concerns.

Nevertheless, Lujan Grisham has promised
to make marijuana legalization a priority during
the 30-day legislative session in 2020, so it
won’t be long before we see what all this was
really about.

We Ain’t Picky
The strange battle to open up the New Mexico
Medical Cannabis Program to out-of-state
patients has reached a milestone.

In late August, Judge Bryan Biedscheid
ruled that a wording change made to the
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Strike a Pose
Legalization Task Force Talks and Talks

SRI: DEA is Stalling
Last month the Drug Enforcement Agency filed
a notice in the Federal Register acknowledging
a number of applications to produce marijuana
for scientific study. They were compelled by a
lawsuit, filed in June by the Scottsdale Research
Institute (SRI), that accused the agency of
ignoring a federal statute that requires it to
respond to applications within 90 days. The
DEA had failed to respond to any applications
since 2016.

Along with the notice, the agency said it
would have to propose new regulations before it
could begin approving applications. It claimed

the lawsuit should be thrown out because they
had responded and were in the process of
approving applications. 

Well the SRI is calling foul. It filed
with the US Court of Appeals for the
D.C. Circuit last week, urging the court to

go forward with the lawsuit and issue
an order requiring the DEA to

make decisions on applications
within a specified time frame.
The institute claims the
agency filed its notice just to
get the courts off its back
while it continues to delay

approvals.

Reps Call For Clear

CBD Rules
According to US Hemp Roundtable, US
Reps. Chellie Pingree, of Maine, and
James Comer, of Kentucky, are asking

fellow lawmakers to turn the screws on
the Food and Drug Administration and get

them to stop going after CBD companies.
In a “Dear Colleague” letter, the

representatives asked for support in convincing
acting FDA Commissioner Ned Sharpless “to
adopt a risk-based policy of enforcement
discretion that targets bad actors while
eliminating uncertainty for responsible industry
stakeholders and consumers.”

It is currently illegal to sell CBD-infused
supplements and food products or transport
them across state lines. This hasn’t stopped a
number of companies from selling the products
anyway (as you might have noticed). While the
FDA has yet to make a concerted effort to
prosecute these companies, the representatives
still want to see an official policy change.

The letter also argues that the FDA’s
timetable for regulating CBD—three to five
years, according to the representatives—is
“untenable,” and points out that the industrial
hemp market is poised to begin production. “It’s
critical that FDA act quickly to provide legal
and regulatory clarity to support this new
economic opportunity,” wrote Pingree and
Comer. a

cannabis program expansion law allowed non-
residents of New Mexico to be admitted to the
state’s medical marijuana program. The
Department of Health, the Governor’s Office
and legislators all disagreed with the ruling,
claiming lawmakers never intended to remove
the residency requirement. The Governor’s
Office said it would appeal the decision. “If the
petitioners want to access medical cannabis,
they should be suing their own state and
dealing with legislation in their own state—not
continuing to file lawsuit after lawsuit against
the state of New Mexico,” said Matthew
Garcia, general counsel for the Governor’s
Office.

But in the meantime, Ultra Health CEO
Duke Rodriguez made history by being the first
Arizona resident to receive a valid New
Mexico medical cannabis card. According to
Phoenix New Times, he said he spends about
half of his time in New Mexico, and having
access to cannabis while he’s here will have a
positive impact on his health. 

STRAIN CORNER
BY EDWARD BARRETT

Arise at Everest

I’ve been having a lot of trouble trying to stay
awake and alert these past few weeks as work
has piled up and overall motivation and drive
has tumbled. Caffeine is temporary and makes
me feel weak and queasy. And 5-hour energy
makes me want to die. So, I thought I’d try a
high-percentage sativa to see if it would do the
trick in keeping me awake and motivated. I went
over to Everest Apothecary (2201 Louisiana
Blvd. NE, Ste. E) in Uptown to see if they could
have the remedy I was in search of. 

I pored over their selection and decided on
the strain Arise (THC: 23.990%, CBD:
0.470%—$11/gram). This was a bright, almost
lime green sativa that displayed a fine array of
peach and light orange hairs. The smell was
herby and earthy but not overwhelmingly
skunky. 

I decided to have an impromptu smoke
session to try it out and see if it would motivate
and awaken me, as the name implied. The buds
were quite compact but lightly moist at the
same time and came apart like rich and velvety
soil. Once a big ol’ bowl was packed and lit, I
encountered a smooth and refreshing grassy
taste. 

I sat around for a while appreciating the
mellow impact, but couldn’t shake the feeling
that maybe I needed more? I waited a few more
minutes, passing the time by making fun of my
friend, when I realized I was a lot more talkative
and boisterous than usual when smoking. This
was a slow to build high, but once it did, I
certainly felt jolted to a blissful state of
alertness.

I felt a sense of body relaxation coupled
with an energetic and social feeling. There was
a light tingling in my eyes and head that was
electrifying and kept me from feeling drowsy.
After basking in and appreciating the warm
sensation of Arise, I felt compelled to go out
and do something active. Something like hiking
or painting or maybe even shark fin hunting for
money, despite being morally and ethically
against the over-hunting of animals myself. This
was a good sensation and kept me from feeling
too foggy or sleepy for the remainder of the
week. I was able to stay awake through
meetings and was able to get more intensive
physical work done, like replacing a fence line or
fending off an overly aggressive panhandler.

Arise, as its name so boldly suggests, truly
does bring one to an elevated state of
attentiveness and vivacity. It worked to keep
me awake and it would be great for social
situations or outdoor escapades. This strong
sativa would be of benefit for those who suffer
from depression or anxiety. Arise truly arose an
awakened and euphoric sense within me and it
might work for you, too.  a
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): We’re in the equinoctial
season. During this pregnant pause, the sun seems to
hover directly over the equator; the lengths of night and
day are equal. For all of us, but especially for you, it’s a
favorable phase to conjure and cultivate more sweet
symmetry, calming balance and healing harmony. In that
spirit, I encourage you to temporarily suspend any
rough, tough approaches you might have in regard to
those themes. Resist the temptation to slam two
opposites together simply to see what happens. Avoid
engaging in the pseudo-fun of purging by day and
bingeing by night. And don’t you dare get swept up in
hating what you love or loving what you hate.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “I tell you what freedom is
to me: no fear.” So said singer and activist Nina Simone.
But it’s doubtful there ever came a time when she
reached the perfect embodiment of that idyllic state.
How can any of us empty out our anxiety so completely
as to be utterly emancipated? It’s not possible. That’s
the bad news, Taurus. The good news is that in the
coming weeks you will have the potential to be as
unafraid as you have ever been. For best results, try to
ensure that love is your primary motivation in
everything you do and say and think.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Some things don’t change
much. The beautiful marine animal species known as the
pearly nautilus, which lives in the South Pacific, is
mostly the same as it was 150 million years ago. Then
there’s Fuggerei, a walled enclave within the German
city of Augsburg. The rent is cheap, about one US dollar
per year, and that fee hasn’t increased in almost 500
years. While I am in awe of these bastions of stability,
and wish we had more such symbolic anchors, I advise
you to head in a different direction. During the coming
weeks, you’ll be wise to be a maestro of mutability, a
connoisseur of transformation, an adept of novelty.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Granny Smith apples are
widely available. But before 1868, the tart, crispy, juicy
fruit never existed on planet Earth. Around that time, an
Australian mother of eight named Maria Ann Smith
threw the cores of French crab apples out her window
while she was cooking. The seeds were fertilized by the
pollen from a different, unknown variety of apple, and a
new type was born: Granny Smith. I foresee the
possibility of a metaphorically comparable event in your
future: A lucky accident that enables you to weave
together two interesting threads into a fascinating third
thread.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “Every masterpiece is just dirt
and ash put together in some perfect way,” writes
storyteller Chuck Palahniuk, who has completed several
novelistic masterpieces. According to my analysis of the
astrological omens, you Leos have assembled much of
the dirt and ash necessary to create your next
masterpiece, and are now ready to move on to the next
phase. And what is that phase? Identifying the help and
support you’ll need for the rest of the process.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In 1959, scandal erupted
among Americans who loved to eat peanut butter.
Studies revealed that manufacturers had added so
much hydrogenated vegetable oil and glycerin to their
product that only 75 percent of it could truly be called
peanut butter. So began a long legal process to restore
high standards. Finally there was a new law specifying
that no company could sell a product called “peanut
butter” unless it contained at least 90 percent peanuts.
I hope this fight for purity inspires you to conduct a
metaphorically comparable campaign. It’s time to ensure
that all the important resources and influences in your
life are at peak intensity and efficiency. Say no to
dilution and adulteration.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In 1936, the city of
Cleveland, Ohio staged the Great Lakes Exposition, a
135-acre fair with thrill rides, art galleries, gardens and
sideshows. One of its fun features was The Golden
Book of Cleveland, a 2.5-ton, 6,000-page text the size
of a mattress. After the expo closed down, the “biggest
book in the world” went missing. If it still exists today,

no one knows where it is. I’m going to speculate that
there’s a metaphorical version of The Golden Book of
Cleveland in your life. You, too, have lost track of a major
Something that would seem hard to misplace. Here’s the
good news: If you intensify your search now, I bet you’ll
find it before the end of 2019. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In 1990, the New Zealand
government appointed educator, magician and comedian
Ian Brackenbury Channell to be the official Wizard of
New Zealand. His jobs include protecting the
government, blessing new enterprises, casting out evil
spirits, upsetting fanatics and cheering people up. The
coming weeks will be an excellent time to find your
personal equivalent of an inspirational force like that.
There’s really no need to scrimp. According to my
reading of the cosmic energies, you have license to be
extravagant in getting what you need to thrive.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “Do silly things,”
advised playwright Anton Chekhov. “Foolishness is a
great deal more vital and healthy than our straining and
striving after a meaningful life.” I think that’s a
perspective worth adopting now and then. Most of us
go through phases when we take things too seriously
and too personally and too literally. Bouts of fun
absurdity can be healing agents for that affliction. But
now is not one of those times for you, in my opinion.
Just the reverse is true, in fact. I encourage you to
cultivate majestic moods and seek out awe-inspiring
experiences and induce sublime perspectives. Your
serious and noble quest for a meaningful life can be
especially rewarding in the coming weeks.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Before comedian Jack
Benny died in 1974, he arranged to have a florist deliver
a single red rose to his wife every day for the rest of her
life. She lived another nine years, and received more
than 3,000 of these gifts. Even though you’ll be around
on this Earth for a long time, I think the coming weeks
would be an excellent time to establish a comparable
custom: A commitment to providing regular blessings to
a person or persons for whom you care deeply. This bold
decision would be in alignment with astrological omens,
which suggest that you can generate substantial
benefits for yourself by being creative with your
generosity.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Actress and author Ruby
Dee formulated an unusual prayer. “God,” she wrote,
“make me so uncomfortable that I will do the very thing I
fear.” As you might imagine, she was a brave activist
who risked her reputation and career working for the
Civil Rights Movement and other idealistic causes. I
think her exceptional request to a Higher Power makes
good sense for you right now. You’re in a phase when
you can generate practical blessings by doing the very
things that intimidate you or make you nervous. And
maybe the best way to motivate and mobilize yourself is
by getting at least a bit flustered or unsettled.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Syndicated cartoon strip
“Calvin and Hobbes” appeared for 10 years in 2,400
newspapers in 50 countries. It wielded a sizable cultural
influence. For example, in 1992, six-year-old Calvin
decided “The Big Bang” was a boring term for how the
universe began, and instead proposed we call it the
“Horrendous Space Kablooie.” A number of real
scientists subsequently adopted Calvin’s innovation, and
it has been invoked playfully but seriously in university
courses and textbooks. In that spirit, I encourage you to
give fun new names to anything and everything you feel
like spicing up. You now have substantial power to
reshape and revamp the components of your world. It’s
Identify-Shifting Time. a

HOMEWORK: SAY THESE WORDS IN FRONT OF A

MIRROR: “IT’S BAD LUCK TO BE SUPERSTITIOUS.”

FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.
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GENERAL SERVICES

w
*LOGO & BRANDING
DESIGN* We specialize

in custom, professional,
logo/graphic design services.
How do you want the
consumer to perceive your
brand, company, organization,
product or service? Brand
identity is fundamental to
consumer recognition and
symbolizes your brand’s
differentiation from any
competitors. For more info
visit: www.XSPANNED.com

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Actors/Training

w
ACTING WORKSHOPS
Acting with Lee Kitts

presents 10 week Acting
workshops all levels Monday,

Tuesday or Thursday Starting
September 16 contact:
leekitts@comcast.net 

Musicians
Wanted/Available

FEMALE VOCALIST NEEDED
Experienced female singer
needed for popular ABQ
Classic Rock band. 505-266-
7591 

Legal

w
A-1 SELF STORAGE
AUCTION A-1 Self

Storage New Mexico Auction
Ad Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to NEW MEXICO
STATUTES § 48-11-1-48-11-
9: Notice is hereby given that
on the 26th day of September,
2019 At that time open Bids
will be accepted, and the
Entirety of the Following
Storage Units will be sold to
satisfy storage liens claimed
by A-1 Self Storage. The terms
at the time of the sales will be
Cash only, and all goods must
be removed from the facility
within 48 hours. A-1 Self
Storage reserves the right to
refuse any and all bids or
cancel sale without notice.

Owners of the units may pay
lien amounts by 5:00 pm
September 25, 2019 to avoid
sale. The following units are
scheduled for auction. Sale
will be beginning at 09:00 am
September 26, 2019 at 2636
Baylor Dr SE Unit#A18 Seth
Regensburg 309 Truman St NE
Abq NM 87108; Furniture,
washer, tools totes.Unit#C106
Russell Comeaux 5600
Gibson Blvd #204 Abq NM
87108; Dufflebags,boxes,
totes,foot lockers. Unit#B32
Sylvia Bodiford 188 Young St
Bullard TX 75757; Furniture,
vacuum, rug, boxes. Unit#B62
Willie Design 1845 Rayo Del
Sol SW Abq NM 87121;
Bikes, baby
furniture,totes,boxes. Followed
by A-1 Self Storage 7610
Central Ave Unit#B47
Johnathan Craft 302
Graceland Dr SE Abq NM
87108;Boxes,bed,TV’s,shelves
Unit#E02 Melinda Yazzie 138
Rhode Island Abq NM 87108;
Walker,wheelchair,luggage,
boxes,totes.Unit#E05 Jennifer
Avalos 7739 Black Mesa Lp
SW Abq NM
87105;Couches,trash can,
boxes,tv,clothes.Unit#H15

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

Opportunities

COOK FOR SENIORS Opening
for experienced cook for our
mid-sized assisted living
community for seniors. Less
stress, more fun - family

oriented! Email resume to
info@RavennaNM.com 

WEEKLY ALIBI HAS OVER
175,000 READERS, every
generation, from the Baby
Busters to the Baby Boomers.

Apartments for Rent

NEWLY RENOVATED furnished
studios. Laundry Onsite. Cable
& Utilities INCLUDED. Call now:
505-226-6932

LOW RATES! Fully furnished
studios. FREE utilities. NO

CREDIT CHECK. Call now &
move in today: 505-225-
1216

FOR RENT 2 BDRM 1 BTH.
Near Central & Wyoming.
Dwnstrs apt. $575 + DD.
(505)480-5315.

Rooms/Roommates

Northeast

FURNISHED ROOM Near CNM
Nth. Share a 3500sqft house
in quiet area. $350/mo+1/3

Distributed throughout Abq, Rio
Rancho, Corrales, East
Mountain, Bernalillo, Placitas,
Santa Fe and Los Lunas. The
Alibi is available at restaurants,
grocery stores, college
campuses, select retailers and

various downtown locations.
Coverage includes politics,
humor, film, opinion, music, art
and the most comprehensive
entertainment guide in Nuevo
Mexico. ¡Arriba!

Sonya Para 9000 Zuni SE #8
Abq NM 87123; Small
refrigerator, furniture, boxes.
Unit#M27 JJ Jones 412
Alvarado SE #213 Abq NM
87108; Tires, plants, poster
board, file cabinet. Unit#N02
George Padilla PO Box 57
Serofina NM 87569; Furniture,
tv, boxes. Unit#N04 Robert
Valenzuela 237 Grove B Abq
NM 87108; Boxes, grill,
umbrellas, chair.Followed by A-
1 Self Storage 49 Hotel Circle
NE Unit#366 Daniel Salazar
Law Office 500 Oak St NE Abq
NM 87106;
Boxes,computer,xmas tree.
Followed by A-1 Self Storage
9735 Menaul Blvd Unit#131
Daniel Thompson 1919
Maiden Tr Abq NM 87112;
Stereo equipment,totes,yard
tools, jack. Unit#167 Rachel
Dean 10808 Lowe St Abq NM
87111;
Furniture,boxes,household
items Followed by A-1 Self
Storage 4730 Tramway Blvd
NE Unit#F40 Kathy Nunez 801
La Charles NE Abq NM
87123; Rug,picture,lamp,
paperwork,vase. Auction Sale
Date 9/26/2019 Ad runs
9/13/2019 and 9/20/2019

MOTORCYCLE STAN

I met you at the Smiths gas station near Central/Tramway.

You were on a motorcycle and pulled up behind me. We

immediately clicked and talked about politics (Trump the

fascist). I introduced myself and you said your name was

Stan. You were a breath of fresh air. Let’s keep talking.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Smiths Gas Station on 9/7/2019.

UNCONVENTIONAL RIDE SHARE
DRIVER

You hopped in my ride and from that moment on I didn’t

stop laughing. My face hurt when you left.. I don’t

usually rate passengers but you were worth rating! He’s

got blue eyes and is from Kentucky have you seen him?!

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: In my ride on 9/2/2019.

utils $250DD. No
pets,kids,couples 294-7209
leave msg

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in the
Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660 ext.
221  today!
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Body & Soul
Licensed Massage

MASSAGE Massage: located
in the Nob Hill close to
downtown and university area.
Quite clean small studio. New
hours now that I’m back at
school Monday through
Saturday 9..6 call to make an
appointment (505) 295-9458
lic# 9993

MASSAGE BY PATTERSON
Relaxing full body massage.
$60/hr $80/90mins. 805
San Pedro SE. Appt 505-385-
6429. LMT#5767.

w
REFLEXOLOGY/MASSA
GE ABQ http://barefoot-

massage.com/ Lic#7318

READER NOTICE: The State of
New Mexico Department of
Regulation and licensing
requires registration numbers for
individuals who practice
massage therapy. These
registration numbers are
included in all ads within

category 300. Advertisers in this
category are registered and
licensed by the State of New
Mexico and are trained and
certified for therapeutic
massage. Advertisers in category
300 do not perform sexual
massages. Any concerns
regarding any of the advertisers
in this category should be
directed to: Weekly Alibi.
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Across

1 Enough, in Italy

6 Shortly, to Shakespeare

10 Gives in to gravity

14 Groove for a letter-shaped
bolt

15 Setting for “The Music
Man”

16 Paris’s ___ d’Orsay

17 Concerned question

19 “Back in the ___” (Beatles
song)

20 Nixes, as a bill

21 Edit menu command

22 Where harmful skin
exposure may originate

26 Electrified particle

27 Moines intro

28 270 are required to win
the White House (abbr.)

29 Nine of diamonds feature?

30 “American Pie” actress
Tara

32 Some karaoke songs

34 Interstellar emissions
studied by NASA

39 Former “America’s Got
Talent” judge Klum

40 Word on a red sign

43 Pompous type

46 Architect who passed in
2019

47 “Call of Duty: Black ___”

50 Most recent Summer

Olympics host

51 Unwisely responding to an

online troublemaker

55 Pageant prop

56 “Yup”

57 “Cantos” poet Pound

58 Intermediaries

62 Stack of paper

63 Map dot

64 Basketball Hall-of-Famer

___ Thomas

65 Concordes, e.g.

66 Egyptian canal

67 Really, really tiny

Down

1 “Before I forget,” in texts

2 Cinders

3 Eastern European language,

such as in Dvorak’s “Dances”

4 Sacred emblem

5 Like some retired

racehorses

6 Broadcasters

7 Yogurt brand named after a

Queensland beach town

8 Newman’s ___

9 Old horse

10 Catcher’s position

11 Queensland resident, e.g.

12 “Beauty and the Beast”

antagonist

13 Sounds in car chase

scenes

18 Made on a loom

21 It may start out dry in a

box

22 Tree with needles

23 Fish eggs

24 Pair, in Paris

25 Bon ___ (indie band with

the 2019 album “i,i”)

31 Homer’s outburst

32 Half of MCCII

33 Part of PBS, for short

35 Antique photo tone

36 Appearance

37 “Got it”

38 Entered with much pomp

41 Painting medium

42 D.C. figure

43 Dessert, in England

44 Confiscates

45 Pirate, in old slang

47 “That’s awkward”

48 Flippant

49 “Victory is mine!”

character

52 Small units of liquor

53 Ping-pong surface

54 “Wild” star Witherspoon

58 “Saving Private Ryan”

extras

59 Beavers’ sch.

60 Rapper Lil ___ X

61 Just short

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“Evened Out”—following the sequence.
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