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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to
letters@alibi.com. Letters can also be mailed to P.O. Box 81, Albuquerque, N.M., 87103.
Letters—including comments posted on alibi.com—may be published in any medium and

edited for length and clarity; owing to the volume of correspondence, we regrettably can’t
respond to every letter.
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Unionize UNM

Dear Alibi,
I am writing in support of faculty unionization
at the University of New Mexico. The faculty
vote on unionization will be Oct. 15 and 16.
As both a student and staff member at the
University, it is clear to me that a faculty
union will transform the learning environment
at UNM. A faculty union will give instructors
and professors a stronger voice in
administrative discussions that affect the
entire university. Faculty have the most
contact with students and know their concerns
and how to best support them. For that reason,
a faculty union will also amplify students’
voices. In addition, faculty have the drive to
be more involved in shaping the University,
but their passion and ambition is stifled
without a union.

After having attended four other
universities around the world, I have seen
passion for teaching and commitment to
UNM students from the UNM faculty that is
hard to find. Faculty are dedicated to serving
the students of New Mexico but are often
demoralized when they feel their years of
graduate-level education, relocation to the
state, and long work hours are not appreciated.
Most of them came to UNM because they love
teaching and learning, the same reason I want
to be a professor someday. However, they also
need to make ends meet by paying off student
loans and providing for their families.
Furthermore, all employees should have a say
in their working conditions and deserve

respect. About one-third of universities around
the U.S. have already unionized and 64
percent of Americans support unions.

High-quality education and student success
at UNM start with high-quality instructors
and professors. A union will attract more
dedicated professionals and help us keep the
ones we have. Faculty will be proud to work at
a university where they are heard. This will
undoubtedly boost morale which students will
notice. Students’ Lobo pride will grow, and the
way we talk about and perceive UNM will
start to change. UNM is already a place of
great opportunity for the students and
employees who are there, but faculty
unionization will only magnify that and make
UNM standout. Finally, the elevation of UNM
as an institution will undoubtedly have
positive social and economic effects for our
state. So, I urge all community members to
voice their support for faculty unionization
and stand in solidarity! a

Sincerely,
Ramona Malczynski

Albuquerque

Letters should be sent with the writer’s name,
address and daytime phone number via email to

letters@alibi.com. They can also be faxed to (505)
346-0660. Letters may be edited for length and
clarity, and may be published in any medium; we

regret that owing to the volume of correspondence
we cannot reply to every letter. Word count limit for

letters is 300 words.

Call to find out about our NEW vendor specials

Antiques, Collectibles, Furniture
Consignment & Much More

Mon - Sat 10:00am to 6:00pm
Sun 12:00pm to 5:00pm

4616 Central Ave. SE
ABQ, NM 87108

(505) 265-3161
ClassicCenturySquare.com

Classic
Century Square

Classic
Century Square

Classic
Century Square
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Dateline: United Kingdom
A pair of underwear owned by Hitler’s wife
were sold at a British auction for $4,619 last
week. According to the New York Post, a pair
of pink silk undergarments once owned by Eva
Braun were sold by Humbert & Ellis
Auctioneers. The underwear bears the initials
“E.B.” and came from a private European
collection of World War II memorabilia.
Braun was the longtime lover and companion
of Adolf Hitler. She officially married the Nazi
leader a mere 40 hours before the couple
committed suicide. The same bidder who
purchased the woman’s undergarment also
bought a stained, monogrammed nightgown
owned by Braun for $3,245. At the same
auction, a gold-plated bracelet engraved with a
swastika and set with white and red stones was
sold for $2,308. A locket attached to the
bracelet was engraved to Emmy Göring
Weinachten, wife of Nazi Hermann Göring.
Inside the locket was a photo of Hitler. In
2016, a similar lilac pair of Braun’s underwear
were sold at an auction for around $3,500. A
gold ring, a silver mirrored box and a silver
lipstick holder owned by Braun were also sold.
Although the sale of Nazi paraphernalia is
legal in the United Kingdom, most major
auction houses reportedly forbid the practice.
Experts say purchasing Nazi memorabilia could
help fund white supremacist groups. 

Dateline: Finland
A group of organizations is attempting to
develop an emoji for forgiveness. Positive

News reports that the “Forgivemoji”
campaign is soliciting ideas for an emoji that
says “I forgive you.” Organizers hope to have
the new emoji introduced to the official
collection by Unicode Consortium—the
agency who chooses which emojis appear on
our phones—by the end of 2019. Tuomo
Pesonen, communications director of the
main group behind the campaign, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland,
reportedly said, “We were surprised to realise
that the official emoji selection has dozens of
different cats and even two designs of
zombies, but there isn’t an emoji for
forgiveness.” Antti Pentikäinen, a special
assistant at the Deaconess Foundation—
another group behind the campaign—said,
“We urgently need to learn better how to
reconcile … and this includes the social
media environment.” Unicode updates its list
of emojis once a year. It can take up to two
years for a new emoji to be approved.

Dateline: United Kingdom
Last week, British authorities arrested a man
in connection with the theft of a solid gold
toilet. NPR reports that the toilet, an art piece
titled America, was on display at England’s
Blenheim Palace. On Sept. 14, the palace’s
Twitter account announced that it would be
closing early due to an “unseen incident.”
Blenheim Palace soon confirmed that the gold
toilet had been stolen in a statement. “We are
saddened by this extraordinary event, but also
relieved no-one was hurt,” the statement read.
“We are grateful to our staff and to Thames
Valley Police for their rapid and brave
reactions.” Detective Inspector Jess Milne said
the functioning toilet was connected to the
building’s plumbing, and the theft caused
“significant damage and flooding.” He said
authorities believe a group of perpetrators
using at least two vehicles is responsible for
the daring theft. There have been no reported
leads in the case. America was part of a solo
exhibition of Italian artist Maurizio Cattelan’s
work. Visitors were invited to book three-
minute appointments to use the golden toilet.
Its value is estimated at nearly $1.25 million.
When asked about security at Blenheim
Palace, Lord Edward Spencer-Churchill,
brother of the Duke of Marlborough, told
reporters: “It’s not going to be the easiest thing
to nick … a potential thief will have no idea
who last used the toilet or what they ate. So
no, I don’t plan on guarding it.”

Dateline: Tanzania
An American man drowned last week while
making an underwater proposal to his partner.
According to BBC News, Steven Weber and
his girlfriend, Kenesha Antoine, were
vacationing at the Manta Resort, off Pemba
Island in Tanzania. The couple were staying in
an “underwater room”—a floating cabin with
a submerged bedroom. Antoine captured
Weber’s last moments in a video that shows
the man diving into the water and
approaching a glass wall of the cabin. In the
video, Weber presses a hand-written proposal
note against the glass. The note reads: “I can’t
hold my breath long enough to tell you
everything I love about you. But … everything
I love about you, I love more every day!” He
then turns over the paper to reveal the
proposal and pulls a ring out of his swimming
trunks. After this, he swims out of view.
Antoine later confirmed on Facebook that
Weber drowned while in the water. Resort
staff were called to the cabin, but they were
too late to save the man.“The best day of our
lives turned into the worst, in the cruelest
twist of fate imaginable,” Antoine wrote. She
said Weber never got the chance to hear her
answer, which would have been “a million
times, yes.” The resort offered its condolences
and said it stood “ready to provide all
appropriate consular assistance.” a
Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.
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Roundhouse Pride Flag Removed
A rainbow flag representing pride in the LGBTQ
community was recently removed from display in
New Mexico’s capital city.

According to Las Cruces Sun News, Governor
Michelle Lujan Grisham hung the flag in front of
her office, facing the Rotunda, this past summer.
However, the state’s Legislative Council Service
forced the governor to remove the flag because it
was against the rules.

Legislative Council Service Director Raúl
Burciaga said the flag had to come down, because
it had never been approved by his office. He said
the walls of the capitol building are reserved for
art from the Capitol Art Foundation, and allowing
the flag to remain would create a precedent. “If
you start saying anyone can come in and display
at any time, you have a difficult time,” Burciaga
told reporters. “How do you say ‘yes’ to one and
‘no’ to another?” He also said hanging the flag
could give the impression that the Legislature
supports a particular political cause.

Lujan Grisham wrote a letter to Burciaga,
arguing that the Pride flag is not political and
that “demonstrations in support of [LGBTQ]
rights is a basic act of decency and humanity—
not a political statement.”

The flag is now hanging inside the
governor’s office.

Former governor Susana Martinez was
reportedly denied a similar request to hang
photos of foster children on the walls of the
Roundhouse in 2012.

NM Delegation: Resolve Firewood Ban
New Mexico’s congressional delegation is
asking the US Forest Service to speed up a
resolution concerning a threatened owl species
and to allow firewood gathering and other
activities to resume at six national forests.

Last week, the delegation wrote a letter to the
agency, noting that several forest activities have
been placed on hold following the District Court of
Arizona’s ruling that the Forest Service failed to
take the necessary steps to track and recover the
Mexican spotted owl as is required by the
Endangered Species Act. Activities like timber
sales, thinning projects, prescribed burns and the
sale of firewood permits have been placed on hold
in five forests in New Mexico and one in Arizona.

The letter encouraged the Forest Service to
respond quickly and resolve issues surrounding
the lawsuit so regular forest activities can resume.

ART Loans Went to Unqualified
Businesses
Some of the businesses given loans during
construction of the Albuquerque Rapid Transit
system weren’t actually eligible to receive them.

According to KOAT, a recently completed
audit of three businesses that received loans
from the city to offset losses incurred as a result
of ART construction found that all three didn’t
qualify for the help.

More than $228,000 worth of loans from the
city were split between 26 local businesses. The
loans were meant to go to small businesses that
made less than $2 million a year and were located
in the construction zone for at least two years
prior to construction. The city’s strategic review
found that of the three businesses audited, one
was outside the construction area, one made
more than $2 million a year and one was evicted
but still received the loan.

Albuquerque City Councilor Isaac Benton told
reporters that the loans were “a good idea that
was poorly administered by the previous
administration.” Only $3,342 of the debt was paid
back by businesses. The remaining $225,643 was
reportedly covered by the McCune Charitable
Foundation. a

NEWS CITY BY JOSHUA LEE NEWS | ON ASSIGNMENT

Tale of the Tape
The Interview and After

The next interview proved to be even more
problematic. Weekly Alibi had an extended
conversation with Connie Vigil, a candidate
for District 2 City Council. At the beginning of
the interview, the narrative stated that Vigil
was a Republican.

Of course she wrote us to dispute that,
reminding us that she was a nonpartisan
candidate in an ostensibly nonpartisan race.

We’ve become convinced that the term
“nonpartisan,” when used to describe
municipal elections in Burque, is quaint, and
only because it was rendered so years ago—by
Republicans under the aegis of Jay McCleskey,
the pseudo-kingmaker who brought us Susana
Martinez, Richard Berry and to a lesser extent,
Dan Lewis and Brad Winter, too. These folks
created a partisan dynamic in municipal
elections that has not been assuaged by the
ascent of progressivism.

Given that, Vigil’s entreaty fascinated us.
After some research and consideration, though,
the following came clear.

When Connie Vigil signed up as a
candidate for City Council in April of 2019,
she was a registered Republican. Voting records
obtained by Weekly Alibi show that Vigil voted
in the 2016 state Republican primary and in
the subsequent general election. There is no
record of Vigil having voted in any recent
municipal elections, however, so her vote in
the 2016 Republican primary stands out.

More importantly, Vigil changed her voter
registration from Republican to Decline to
State—not independent, but rather a
designation that means exactly what it says—
six days after she filed her candidacy papers,
during a period of time when municipal
candidates were vying for small donations in an
effort to secure public financing from the city.
Vigil didn’t qualify for public financing and
told Weekly Alibi that she is financing her own
campaign.

As to whether the candidate is really an
elephant or a donkey, we’ll let our readers
decide when they go to the polls. But we’re
sticking to what we wrote.

While Weekly Alibi was doing research on
Vigil’s voting record and voter registration
history, the strange—or not so strange if
you’re starting to see the way some that of
these folks think—case of Brook Bassan, a
candidate in City Council District 4, was also
encountered.

Back in July, Joe Monahan reported that
Bassan let McCleskey pay for her campaign
literature. Current conservative bulwark and
retiring councilman Brad Winter also supports
her efforts.

What’s not so commonly known is Bassan’s
voting and registration history. Last week
Monahan quoted one of his alligators
regarding Bassan’s candidacy. We followed up
with some research.

Bassan changed her registration to
Republican in late May of 2019 after spending
two years as a registered Democrat. In fact,
Bassan has changed her registration from
Democrat to Republican five times over the
past 13 years.

Bassan, like Vigil, also changed her party
affiliation during the period of time when
candidates were seeking public financing.

A simple follow-up for candidates in both
of these cases might begin with the question:
Why did you change your party affiliation
during the public financing process and how
does that play into a system that both
candidates have repeatedly reiterated is
nonpartisan? That might be followed by a
question about shifting Republican identities
in the time of the Orange One; you just never
know.

Ladies, our tape recorder is handy and
ready to record whenever you are. a

BY AUGUST MARCH

I
t’s been about three years since Weekly Alibi
has made a renewed effort to cover the
news in a planned and comprehensive way.

When it was decided to revitalize the paper’s
once-vaunted news section, an effort was
made to define the priorities of coverage to be
taken on.

The result is that we have an award-
winning news section these days, but there’s a
story to that.

Local and state politics were at the head of
the list and before long, the news section and
its reporters began that work in earnest. One
of the first collections of news coverage
engaged by Weekly Alibi back then was a series
of interviews with a large collection of
candidates running to be Mayor of the City of
Albuquerque. 

We talked to everyone from Deanna
Archuleta (who dropped out after a few weeks
of candidacy) to former County
Commissioner Wayne Johnson and confirmed
Republican City Councilman Dan Lewis. Of
course we talked to the donkeys, too, and
eventually settled on one of them,
endorsement-wise.

There are two things to note about the
previous paragraph. On the printed transcript
of Lewis’ interview, we got the candidate’s
name wrong and referred to him as “Davis” on
more than one occasion. From that, we
learned the importance of a true
representation of the text of the recording; we
knew then and we know now that the act of
recording must be as focused and accurate as
the process of transcription.

Here’s the second note: After those
interviews, we endorsed a candidate who went
on to win the election. We felt the interview
format gave our reporters and our readers
unique and candid insights into the campaign
for mayor and its major players.

Fast forward three years and we are busy
covering the Albuquerque City Council
elections, which are creeping up on us like
Halloween does after Labor Day. So far, we’ve
talked to a lot of folks and conducted
interviews with candidates in Districts 2, 4, 6
and 8.

The District Two race has been something.
Though Weekly Alibi endorsed the incumbent
in the race, Isaac Benton, early on, we also
presented feature interviews with some of the
other leading candidates.

A statement made by District Two
candidate Robert Blanquera Nelson raised the
eyebrows and the ire of our current councilor,
who sent us a letter to dispute the words used.
We listened to the tape and Benton was right.
Nelson made claims that Benton was able to
dispute and our tape backed that up.
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Trump, Energy, Defense and Hope
Senator Heinrich Meets with Weekly Alibi

BY AUGUST MARCH

A
s the American nation moves past a hot,
hot summer, a cooler, more resplendent
autumn awaits, beckoning with live

sportsball, family get-togethers and a
prolonged holiday season that kicks into gear
around Halloween and doesn’t let up—
without a least a few pounds gained—until
after the new year begins on Jan. 1.

From that description, it might be possible
to assume that all is right with our republic,
that somewhere, the levers of government are
being minded with circumspection and
courage as we all move through this time of
reflection toward a winter whose harshness we
can only guess at.

The guessing part comes in when you add
politics to the mix. A rogue presidency—
where the top leader feels it’s just fine to
invoke the threat of a civil war should he be
found out—has grabbed the headlines,
engendered the attention of our nation’s
legislative and judicial branches and pretty
much guaranteed the public perception that
this wildly successful experiment in democracy
dreamed up and quantified by the likes of Ben
Franklin and Thomas Jefferson may be on the
brink.

Well that’s not true. Trouble may be
brewing, but so is hope. Despite the trauma
and chaos sowed by the Trump administration,
we have made some steady progress in the past
four years. Slowly, incrementally, the USA’s
progressive legislators have continued to work
on solutions for citizens, communities and the
country.

Though sometimes it’s an uphill battle,
those forces persist. Clearly the Congressional
delegation from New Mexico—
Representatives Deb Haaland, Ben Ray Lujan
and Xochitl Torres Small, as well as Senators
Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich—are on the
side of the people as we make a small progress
under the stars.

That underlying progress and the optimism
such commitments generate is more than a
good reason to press forward, not only with the
investigation into Trump and his cronies but
also with programs that are certain to move
our culture forward. Understanding the
climate crisis, the Green New Deal, the
transition to renewable energy and the coming
influence of AI are all topics that should
brighten the outlook of concerned citizens.

To find out more about local and national
issues affecting our readers, Weekly Alibi met
with Senator Martin Heinrich (D-New
Mexico) over coffee on Tuesday morning,
right before our deadline. We talked about
trouble and we talked about hope. Here’s a
transcript of that conversation.

Weekly Alibi: The big news of course,

overwhelming the news cycle, has to do

with the Congressional impeachment

proceedings against Donald Trump. Help

me out and please fill our readers in on

the bigger picture.

Martin Heinrich: I would urge everybody to
go out and read that transcript between the
president and President Zelensky of the
Ukraine because it’s so obvious that this
president doesn’t understand that there
should be boundaries and that there are
boundaries between what you do in your
official capacity and what you do in the
campaign world. This is one of those
situations where it’s so black and white and
in your face that there have to be
consequences. So, having the House call
these proceedings is perfectly appropriate.

Where is this all headed, do you think?

I really don’t know.

I know that’s a hard question to ask

because I think a lot of people—from

common citizens to those deeply

involved in governance—are unable to

predict an outcome. That may be causing

a little stress among us all.

Absolutely. I think it is. I think most of my
colleagues in the Senate say that they were
hoping to go into 2020—it’s quickly
becoming an election year—without that
kind of uncertainty in the mix. I think we’re
in uncharted territory right here. We have a
constitutional obligation to meet this head
on, to go through this process, because
frankly, we have a president who doesn’t
understand where the boundaries are or why
there should be boundaries.

Do you think that the investigation—

which is going to take a few months—is

going to affect the drive to create and

implement legislation that benefits this

country, benefits New Mexicans?

My hope is—and what I’ve counseled to my
leadership—that this process should not drag
on for months or years. We’re simply too
close to an election, there are too many
legislative priorities that need oxygen. It’s my
hope that this doesn’t [drag out]. But now
we’re in this situation where the daily sort of
outrage—culture war tweets from the White
House—makes it very hard to focus on those
regular legislative priorities. I’ve been lucky
in that I’m on a couple of committees that
continue to do their work and have produced
legislative product in this Congress, which
there has been very darn little of.

Sure, because of Mitch McConnell’s

stubborn obstructionism ...

He just refuses to put any bills on the floor
right now. The exceptions have been
[notable]—we got the big public lands
package passed and we did that very early in
this Congress. My hope is that we’ll also get
the defense authorization bill passed. It’s
happened every year for over 50 years. I
think there are people on both sides that
who want to make sure we don’t drop the
ball.

Does that particular defense

appropriation bill guarantee funds to

keep New Mexico’s military bases in a

state of readiness?

There are two relevant bills. There’s an
authorization bill that sets the course for our

labs and bases. That’s very important because
it keeps them looking forward and not
looking back. Then there is an
appropriations bill that takes the money that
we authorized in the first place and writes
the check for it, effectively. So both of those
really have to get done. And they [the bills]
often include other things because of how
the parliamentarian rules on a particular
issue that we end up having to deal with in
those [legislative] packages, within those
vehicles. So, for example, [there’s] my White
Sands legislation, to elevate White Sands to
a National Park. Because it had a very
expensive land swap with the Department of
Defense, it ended up in that bucket instead
of in the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee. So the legislation to elevate
White Sands to a National Park: That relies
on the defense authorization bill passing.

And that’s basically because some of

that area has been part of a military

testing range?

Yeah and they’ve had a boundary dispute
that goes back for several decades. We were
able to negotiate a resolution to that issue
that’s pretty helpful to both the Army and
the Park Service. It’s a win-win solution, but
it won’t happen unless we pass the Defense
Authorization Bill. And in the past, this has
been the one bill—from the far right to the
far left—that everyone made sure happened.
It’s a bill that’s designed to take care of our
men and women in uniform, at its heart. But
when you have a president who is inserting
border wall politics into that, it puts at risk
the kind of bipartisan cooperation we had in
the past. We’re just at a place where there is
more uncertainty than I have ever witnessed.
And I don’t think that’s a positive thing.

It’s certainly not a positive thing, yet

we’ve seen that there have been positive

developments, legislatively speaking,

that Democrats are responsible for—that

you are responsible for moving forward.

On that note, what about the Green New

Deal? There have been efforts to

quantify that lately. What are your

thoughts?

I think the most important thing about the
Green New Deal is that it meets the scale of
the problem with the urgency that is
necessary to really get us back on track. For
years, we’ve been playing small ball while the
risks have been enormous. It’s easy to get
sucked into timelines, saying something
should happen by 2025 or 2030. I think
what’s more important is that we take every
opportunity to take the next step towards de-
carbonization. Rather than fight about what
we’re going to be doing to clean up that last
10 percent of the grid, let’s build the projects
that we need to build today to make sure we

COREY YAZZIE



OCTOBER 3-9, 2019 WEEKLY ALIBI [9]

NEWS | NEWS INTERVIEW

get there. By the time we get to 95 percent
clean energy in the grid, we’ll be a lot further
down the path.

Because we’ll have the infrastructure?

Exactly. Storage is going to be one of those
things that’s really important to cleaning up
the grid. I just passed a bill out of
committee—with Senator Susan Collins (R-
Maine)—to really focus our Department of
Energy on storage, in particular on the parts
of storage that are not there yet. Lithium ion
batteries are changing the grid dramatically,
today. In many cases, you can now build solar
or wind and add storage and still come in
cheaper than even combined cycle natural
gas. That was unthinkable a few years ago.
What we still need to solve, though, is how
we deal with seasonal storage—not storing
the sunshine from this afternoon to use when
I turn the air conditioner on at 5 o’clock
when I get home—but how do we store the
summertime sun to help with the relatively
less available solar energy in winter. We need
to be doing that research. We need to invest
in those technologies now. That bill does
that.

That implies that a clean energy

workforce is behind all of these new

technological developments as we move

forward—I want to say culturally—away

from fossil fuels.

That’s exactly right. Workforces are a huge
opportunity. We also marked out our clean
energy workforce legislation a few weeks ago.
That’s going to help us connect the people
who will need it most with the jobs of the
future. To the extent that we can maximize
that in New Mexico, it will only be a benefit
to our state.

I’ve heard that some jobs in the coal and

gas industry could be transitioned into

jobs with renewable energy production

and transmission, but that such is

dependent on developing technology.

It’s also dependent on education. It’s
dependent on making investments where
those jobs currently are, because transitions

are hard. We owe it to folks who have been
working really hard for many years—to keep
the lights on and the heat running in the
wintertime—to develop those jobs where the
workers already are, so we don’t have to say,
“Oh, you have to move half way across the
country” [to get the benefit of renewable
energy]. Those things require a level of
thoughtfulness and a willingness to spend
money on educational and re-training
opportunities. Or it’s simply not going to
happen. We need to be doing this now and
not waiting until jobs disappear.

It sounds like we need better science

education in New Mexico to be able to

compete with other states who are also

looking at this transition.

I think STEM education is critical, we
should be investing in that, but also, simply,
in career technical education—making sure
we’re producing a pipeline of wind
technicians to not only provide for
construction but also to live on-site, live in
the local communities and maintain those
[energy sources] for the next 30 years. That’s
a really important sort of training as well.
These things can make a huge difference for
small towns in New Mexico that have seen
their budgets squeezed for many years.

What else should New Mexicans be

thinking about as fall manifests and

winter approaches?

It’s important to realize that no matter what
happens with impeachment, New Mexico
has a [Congressional] delegation that is
effective, that punches above our weight. I
mean we only have three representatives and
two senators. There are states that have giant
delegations, but we’re making sure that we
work together to maximize what we can do
for this state. We do that very effectively
We’re a very good team. Day in and day out,
we’re focused on things that matter in
people’s everyday economic lives. We’re not
letting all the oxygen in the room get taken
up by the latest outrageous behavior by the
president. a

COREY YAZZIE



other people who found them. I’ve actively
gone looking for bones.

How does that fit into coping with loss and
the process of reconstructing yourself?
In a lot of ways, it’s more like actively seeking
something. It’s like when you know that
something’s wrong, then you just can’t quite
put your finger on it. The physical act of
actively seeking a thing helps me to get into a
good mental space where I could actively
approach something emotional.

Do you find that the material itself is
elemental to that process or is it simply
the physical act of gathering and working?
I think it’s also the product. It’s also the fact
that it is a bone. It is a once-living creature
and you have to look at it in the face. As
you’re cleaning it and working with it you
have to see it all the time. It’s helpful to get
over a thing by getting back on the saddle.
Like if you get into a car wreck, you get
another car and you keep driving on the
freeway. That’s probably a horrible analogy.

That’s probably a pretty good analogy. 
Just actively keep doing things even though
they scare you.a
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S
crimshanders are a rare breed and their
work has entered the American
consciousness chiefly as the domain of

19th century whalers. But this Friday,
Fourteenfifteen Gallery will not be a showing
the scrimshaw work of some second mate
named Delmar from The Rose of Nantucket,
but rather the scrimshaw of Adri De La Cruz
of Albuquerque. Her take is pure New Mexico.

When De La Cruz took up the craft three
years ago, it was a way to process loss in her
life. Bones here litter our landscape and with
the help of the deer, rabbit and sheep that left
them there, De La Cruz began carving as a way
to create space to process grief. Her resulting
work is exquisite, delicate and rare. Weekly
Alibi sat down with De La Cruz to talk about
bone carving, loss and the therapeutic power
of scrimshaw. The following is an edited
version of that conversation.

Weekly Alibi: Do you consider yourself a
scrimshander?
Adri De La Cruz: Maybe not exactly.

Like jazz, scrimshaw is widely considered
one of the few original, American-
invented art forms, but it’s almost
exclusively done by white men on the East
Coast and in Appalachia. Also, I’m pretty
sure they all are required to have beards.
How did a young woman in New Mexico
discover the craft?
I honestly didn’t know what it was called until
very recently. I’ve been doing woodworking
and carving forever and I’ve always had an
affinity for bones because it’s the desert, it’s
just what happens. You find them everywhere.
It actually wasn’t until a few months ago when
I was out here carving on a skull that one of
my neighbors stopped in and was just like,
“That’s scrimshaw, you’re a scrimshaw person.”

Your technique differs from maritime
scrimshanders. Can you describe your
approach?
There are different ways that I go about when
I’m actually carving into the bone. Sometimes
I have to wet it and soften it a little bit so I
can carve into it with woodcarving tools or an
X-ACTO blade. It really depends on how
detailed I’m going. If it’s not that detailed, like
a certain section of it, I can use a Dremel to
cut through it.

Are you using ink or fire? How are you
treating the bone?
Some of them are being burned or flambéed,
but I have another one that is stained. Some of
them are just empty. They are sealed with a
clear coat of enamel. 

Asteroids Need Not Apply

 In conjunction with the exhibit Species in Peril
Along the Rio Grande, 516 ARTS hosts Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of The Sixth Extinction: An
Unnatural History Elizabeth Kolbert for a public
conversation with New Mexico journalist Laura
Paskus about the mass extinction currently
chipping away at the seemingly solid foundation
of our existence on Thursday, Oct. 3 at 7:30pm
at KiMo Theatre (423 Central Ave. NW). Directly
following the talk will be a reception and book
signing across the street at 516 ARTS (516
Central Ave. SW). Tickets are $10 for the general
public, $8 for members of 516 ARTS and $6 for
students. For more information on this all-ages
event, see 516arts.org.

That’s Ten Cheeseburgers
Five-dollar green chile cheeseburgers and a $50
first prize awaits the poet who can show it at the
Burque Revolt Poetry Money Slam on Thursday,
Oct. 3 from 6:30pm to 9:30pm at Canvas Artistry
(3120 Central Ave. SE). The 2020 Burque Revolt
Slam Team is picking its members as poets
compete with compassion for their spot, without
the use of homophobic, racist, classist or sexist
rhetoric, or scented body products. For more
information on this free, all-ages, stink-free event,
see burquerevoltpoetryslam.wordpress.com.

Zine and Heard
Zinester Bijou Karman brings her bright ideas
and bright colors to Tamarind Institute (2500
Central Ave. SE) for a talk on her work on
Friday, Oct. 4 at 5:30pm. As part of ABQ Zine
Fest, count on Karman to get the zine scene
revved up for the Saturday’s largest-ever
Albuquerque zine fest at National Hispanic
Cultural Center. For more information on this
free, all-ages event, see abqzf.com.

Hanky Coding 
Celebrating and questioning the changing ways in
which gay men hook up in our digital age is the
subject of photographers Apolo Gomex and Max
Woltman’s new exhibit R U LOOKING? opening
Friday, Oct. 4 at Sanitary Tortilla Factory (401
Second Street SW) with a reception from 6pm to
8pm. For more information of this free, all-ages
event, see sanitarytortillafactory.org.

Time to Face It
Arguably, no other image has been more
widespread and controversial within the Christian
faith than that of Mary, the mother of Jesus. For
centuries, Mary has been the subject of rifts
between groups taking sides on Mariology and
Mariolatry, in the process producing an
exceptional wealth of religious art. Curator of the
New Mexico History Museum in Santa Fe Alicia
Romero brings her breadth of knowledge about
New World religious iconography to the
Albuquerque Museum (2000 Mountain Rd. NW)
for a talk titled The Many Faces of Mary on
Sunday, Oct. 6 at 1pm. For more information on
this free, all-ages event, see cabq.gov/museum. a

Bones of Grief
The Scrimshaw of Adri De La Cruz

What do you find different about working
with bone as opposed to wood?
The age does not help. When you’re working
with wood, if you get one that’s too freshly cut,
it’s too green and it is still likely to move
around a lot more than you want. But if it’s
aged, after a while it’s stuck in that place,
unless it gets damaged. So, it’s less reliable.

You’ve titled your upcoming exhibit Good
Grief and written about the process of
creating this work being therapeutic. Is
the process of gathering bone akin to
starting to pull yourself together after a
loss?
Totally.

How do you source the bone? Are you
wandering the desert looking? 
We do a lot of camping and hiking. We’ll go
out and usually find things pretty often, but a
lot of stuff has actually been gifted to me by

ARTS | INTERVIEW

Good Grief
Exhibition Opening

Friday, Oct. 4, 6pm to 10pm
Fourteenfifteen Gallery
1415 Fourth Street SW

Adri De La Cruz in her studio PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ
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This year the fest has moved to the National
Hispanic Cultural Center, allowing it to be
two to three times larger than last year. 

Part of the purpose behind curating Zine
Fest is to bring in a widest variety of zinesters
to Albuquerque. These zinesters share a
commonality in composition, but not content.
Small, folded pieces of paper that speak to a
breadth of realities and backgrounds in ways
that can be cheaply produced, and easily
distributed. “Just like water is ice, is snow,” says
Jones. Zine Fest gets its greatness from its
diversity of voices. 

If you go, bring cash and clear your Sunday
for reading. If you are a curious reader, expect
to find more interesting zines than you can
carry, along with the usual accompaniment of
stickers, pins and whatnot. ABQ Zine Fest 9
will not disappoint. a

ARTS | MAGNIFIED

A Secret You Share
ABQ Zine Fest 9

ABQ Zine Fest 9
Saturday, Oct. 5, 11am to 5pm

National Hispanic Cultural Center

1701 Fourth Street NW

Free, all-ages

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

M
aking a zine can be a subversive act. It

requires no talent, training or

permission. It is unfiltered, unregulated

and wholly without the guardrails of

commercial publishing. If somebody doesn’t

like a zine, they have no recourse. Where are

advertisers to call to pull their ads? Where are

the subscriptions to cancel in protest? Zines

hold a place in the exposition of thought that

is only slightly outside of the zinester

themselves and driven by a need to tell. Zines

are a secret you share. As ABQ Zine 9 founder

Marya Errin Jones says, “It’s your heart.”
The facts about the ABQ Zine Fest 9 are as

follows: 99 applicants (zinesters) were
narrowed down to 65 exhibitors from all
corners of the country and, as Jones would
remind readers, Tijuana. That is correct; this
year Zine Fest Tijuana will be in attendance.
Trimmed this year will be the comics. Jones
says she has, “no hate for comics,” but
sometimes you just have to draw the line
somewhere or the whole thing is full of
comics. Also new this year is the location.

The Zine Library in Barelas, soon to grow with fresh acquisitions from ABQ Zine Fest 9, just down
the street at the National Hispanic Cultural Center
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Locally made jewelry, Locally made jewelry, 
soaps and ceramicssoaps and ceramics
 Metaphysical tools,  Metaphysical tools, 

candles, altar supplies, candles, altar supplies, 
Tarot readingsTarot readings

stones, crystals, Reiki, stones, crystals, Reiki, 
massage, cranio-sacral, massage, cranio-sacral, 

books, workshops…books, workshops…

W
himsy, Wellness & Magic

Locally made jewelry, 
soaps and ceramics
 Metaphysical tools, 

candles, altar supplies, 
Tarot readings

stones, crystals, Reiki, 
massage, cranio-sacral, 

books, workshops…

4484 Corrales Rd., Corrales, NM  

505-897-8109
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Coffee Talkee
Two articles on coffee? Is this heresy? Nay,
’tis passion. You won’t be just be pouding
those beans on the field, but also in most
aspects of your time in and around the city.
This is doubly beneficial for our regular
readers, as this will help settle you into a new
coffee shop of your choice. 

Finding Your Zendo Space
Zendo Coffee (413 Second Street SW) is
arguably one of my all-time favorite shops.
There was a wonderful period of my life when I
lived a couple blocks away and it was a simple
walk up the street to be on their front steps.
Featuring some of the most expertly crafted
cups of coffee you could ever hope to find, with
a shockingly long list of special concoctions
you’ve never even thought of being a
possibility, you’ll have no shortage of options
to tantalize your tastebuds and senses. Add on
the incredibly friendly and knowledgeable staff,
an assortment of treats and snacks, plus a dog
friendly atmosphere that will let you cuddle
with some of the furriest and friendliest
residents of our city, and you have a shop
worth practically living in. 

Cutbow Fo’ Sho’
Cutbow Coffee (1208 Rio Grande Blvd. NW) is
one of those spaces that just feels like it lives
somewhere entirely not here. You step into the
shop and everything in your life pauses for you
to catch your breath and truly relax. With their
on-site roasting, gorgeous interior, laidback vibe
and fantastic coffee, you’re not going to find
much to complain about here. Add some really
interesting teas to the mix for those who avoid
the extra hefty dose of caffeine found in coffee
and you’ll find yourself in a shop that has a little
bit of something for everyone. 

A Cuppa Joe
Java Joe’s (906 Park Ave. SW #3045) are our
wonderful neighbors, so we have a little bit of
familiarity with their coffee. With rotating
specialty beans, a list of some wild flavor
combinations for specialty drinks, a constantly
innovative drink of the week (which we
absolutely love!), a food menu that balances
variety with simplicity and an upbeat staff that
are wonderful to talk to, Java Joe’s is just plain
amazing. Add on to that their outdoor patio (dog
and smoker-friendly), a vivid interior full of local
art and pastries galore, and this is your new
favorite quick stop breakfast discovery. 

Finding Fino
Albuquerque’s best-kept coffee secret might be
downtown’s Espresso Fino (222 Gold Ave.
SW). This cozy caffeinated nook is suffused
with the charm and skill of hardworking sleep-
when-you’re dead owner Greg Flores. Greg
prides himself on making each drink to a
customer’s exact specifications. Upon receiving
your cup of joy, you may be asked to taste and
verify that you’re pleased. The word is getting
out though, Espresso Fino just got a nod in
Food & Wine as “one of the city’s most
enjoyable coffee bars.” a
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Take A Stand On Good Burgers
The Burger Stand brings unique grace to the staple

BY DAN PENNINGTON

H
amburgers are always tough to review. You

never really know how to talk about what

gives it that certain je ne sais quoi that you

personally experience when biting into one.

There are just too many factors at play for

them to be easily quantifiable in terms of

wordage. Even at the most basic level, is the

only justifiable way to review a burger joint

fairly is by trying a generic burger with no

extra additions, just the meat, the bun and all

the dressings you’ve come to expect? Or does

the heart of what makes them excel lie in the

variety of ingredients, the burger itself

becoming a mere vessel to deliver the strange

combination to your very core? Are we

reviewing the burgers, or are we reviewing the

creativity of the chef behind the burgers? 
When we ran our Burger Week feature

back in June, that was one of the conundrums
we faced here at Weekly Alibi. Is the best
burger in the city legitimate if it has no special
fixings to it, just extraordinary meat and
bread? Or do we look at something with a
dozen additions and a diverse flavor profile
that loses the meat to its other features and
award it based on those pieces? All this
philosophizing is me making a roundabout
point: Hamburgers are one of the staples of our
country’s food culture and are arguably the
easiest or most difficult to review with any
sense of confidence due to the many factors
that go into making a hamburger something
worth speaking of. Enter The Burger Stand. 

You wouldn’t be chastised for initially
discounting this place. From the outside, it
does look very much like any other burger-
centric restaurant. What it lacks on the
exterior, on Central Avenue across from UNM
and neighboring the newly crowned Noodle
District (we’re making that a thing, deal with
it,) it makes up for in interior style,
atmosphere and excellence in food. 

I never lived during the years we refer to as
the Wild West times, as most of you (vampires
and other immortals excluded) can also relate
to. Yet I feel in my heart, based on years of
watching Westerns and visiting both ghost
towns and recreations, that their style would
more or less fit comfortably in those times.
With a long bar top, intermittent seating
within, and what looked like a handwritten
chalkboard with their menu inscribed on it, I
couldn’t help but get that vibe, in a good way.
Not that it was itching for a shoot-out vibe
(though we live in Albuquerque, so anywhere
is just waiting for one to happen) but that it
felt right to come in after a long day of rustling
cattle, hang your hat up and enjoy local

beverages and an honest, well-deserved meal. 
The space also houses Central Ale House,

which has a large selection of local craft beers
you’ve come to know and love. Additionally,
they do shakes and malts. So no fears on
finding something to pair with the burger that
is to inevitably come to you. 

Let’s talk about the food. For the burger, I
ordered the 8-oz. Kobe ($11.20). Not named
after American basketball player Kobe Bryant
but rather the style of beef used. Kobe beef
traditionally comes from the Hyogo Prefecture
in Japan, but in the ’70s, cows were imported
to the US to replicate and continue the
tradition and style of this wagyu beef. The real
key here that differentiates American-style
Kobe beef from your typical burger meat is that
it’s darker with a bolder meat flavor. You’ll find
better marbling within it, allowing it to be
naturally juicier. This burger came topped with
pickled red onions, truffle butter, tomato-aioli
and local greens. The bun was toasted to a
gentle crispiness, and the meat was perfectly
juicy (I order burgers medium-rare, don’t at
me). The truffle butter helped accentuate

THE DISH
BY DAN PENNINGTON

some of that bold Kobe flavor, the tomato-aioli
was a toasty, spicy kick to give the bites a little
bit more pizzazz and interest, with the pickled
red onions giving it a hint of sweetness and a
little extra crunch. 

With the burger, I ordered a side of cajun
fries, because of course I would. A side of them
set me back $3.50, and I would gladly pay that
over and over again for these. Crispy on the
outside, soft and fluffy inside, with a generous
coating of cajun spices across it, these were
some of my new favorite fries in the city. They
had a thick enough cut to them to be a
substantial bite, but not so much that I felt
like I was missing out on the fried part in favor
of just a lot of warm interior potatoes. 

Finally, I tried their Chicago dog ($5.25).
This Nathan’s hot dog came with mustard,
onions, pickle relish, tomatoes, sport peppers
and celery salt. Now, I wasn’t sure if this was
intentional or not, but it had two full hot dogs
in my box rather than the single one I
anticipated. Since I grabbed the food to go on
the way to the office, I never got to confirm,
but I imagine it’s very hard to accidentally
make an extra one of these for no reason. As
far as traditional Chicago hot dogs go, this one
can sit with some of the best in the city with
its robust flavor and solid profile. 

The Burger Stand was recommended by a
coworker, and I normally try to avoid places
that focus on one dish, especially if it’s burgers,
but hot damn, they have the magic. They have
a ton of other interesting and unique burgers
on the board that I look forward to one day
trying and working through.  a

The Burger Stand
1916 Central Ave SE

312-8893
burgerstandnm.com

Hours: Mon-Sun:11am-10pm
Vibe: Western burger lover’s paradise

Alibi Recommends: Cajun Fries, 
Kobe Burger, Chicago Dog

Allow yourself to get lost in the moment with this masterpiece. ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Bountiful

Breakfasts
BY DAN PENNINGTON

W
elcome, balloon enthusiasts! We’re so

excited to welcome you to our city. We

know that mornings on the field are

exhausting and leave you needing a solid

recharge, so we’re here to set you up with

some of Albuquerque’s best breakfast places.

These aren’t your typical breakfast spots.

Each one is handpicked because they take

tradition and flip it on its head to create

dishes that are worth coming back for more

than once. Our promise to you? If you use this

breakfast guide in secret, you can pretend

that you’re the greatest traveler to ever walk

this planet to your cohorts. So get to chowing

down in this week’s Chowtown!  a

DOWNTOWN

SLATE STREET CAFÉ
515 Slate Ave NW, 243-2210 • $$$
[Fine Dining, Bakery/Sweets, American,
Organic/Locally Grown] Slate is on a quiet, blink-
and-you-miss-it avenue between Fifth and Sixth Street,
nestled right in the heart of the legal district. Like the
space itself, the menu is polished and unintimidating.
Don’t miss the ahi tuna sandwich (with gluten-free bread
available!). It’s all very affordable for its level of quality.
There’s also a fabulous wine loft with the wines listed by
style—“just a little sweet,” “ABC: Anything But
Chardonnay” or “sexy, elegant, austere”—not varietal or
region. Demystifying the label like this makes it easy for
patrons to pair wine and food.

NOB HILL

DUKE CITY KITCHEN
5016 Lomas Blvd NE, 503-6449 • $$
[American, Fusion, New Mexican] This burger came
out dripping with jam, a knife rising out of the top. I felt
like I was watching an Ides of March reenactment from
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar). I boldly jumped in and
was instantly floored by how phenomenal the flavor
combination was. Beyond all reason, this was one of the
best burgers I’ve ever tried. Maybe it was the fact that it
meshes nostalgic childhood tastes with the New Mexican
comfort food of green chile and cheese, all held together
with this juicy beef that fills your mouth with every bite.
Maybe it was the fact that I’ve never experienced all
these flavors working in tandem, and my body reacted
happily to something new and different. Or maybe it was
just because this is one hell of a hamburger, and risks
deserve to be rewarded. All I can tell you is that your
biggest disservice to yourself in life is not giving this a
shot at least once, because I have finally found love
after 30 years of life on Earth, and it’s with this insane
burger. 

THE FARMACY
3718 Central Ave SE, 227-0330 • $$
[American, Coffee/Tea/Espresso] In this cozy cafe, a
small crew serves top-notch, freshly made and locally
sourced foods to Albuquerque’s hungry brunch crowd.

Since they moved to their new location on Central, that
crowd has been pretty pleased with the shorter lines and
increased number of tables compared to the quaint and
tiny box they lived in on Mountain. The migas are killer
here, but you really can’t go wrong with anything on the
menu. 

THE SHOP 
2933 Monte Vista Blvd NE, 433-2795 • $$
[American, New Mexican, Mexican] It’s in a location
that has seen quite a few restaurants come and go over
the years, but The Shop is making a real go of it. With an
emphasis on high quality, locally sourced foods, the
menu here covers breakfast (try the pancakes and the
chilaquiles) and lunch (we suggest a cubano or chicken
and waffles) with equal finesse and attention to detail.

NORTH VALLEY

EL CAMINO DINING ROOM
6800 Fourth Street NW, 344-0448 • $
[New Mexican] Because it’s just far enough away to be
the perfect excuse for a Saturday morning motorcycle
ride. Because there are handpainted cow skulls on the
wall and the waitresses call you “hon.” Because the
down-home breakfast burritos and huevos rancheros are
just plain good.

OLD TOWN

CHURCH STREET CAFÉ
2111 Church St NW, 247-8522 • $$
[New Mexican] This warm and welcoming café
occupies one of the oldest houses in Albuquerque, and
now you can even drink on its fabulous patio! Look for it
behind the San Felipe de Neri Church, and don’t miss
out on the posole with your choice of red or green chile.
The Navajo taco is delicioso! We won’t tell anyone if you
wolf down a few sopaipillas drenched in honey. 

SOUTH VALLEY

GRANDMA’S K&I DINER
2500 Broadway Blvd SE, 243-1881 • $
[American, Diner, New Mexican] Sweet Lord, this
South Broadway dive (and we mean way South) is
postcard-worthy. First off, the outside looks like a candy-
cane-striped barn. Inside, old-timey knickknacks are
plastered to every surface, and the air is thick with the
smell of fried foods. The chicken-fried steak (served with
hash browns, biscuits and cream gravy) is as big as the
dinner plates used at other restaurants, and the
infamous “Travis” burrito, a giant beef-and-bean burrito
that’s actually smothered in french fries, must be seen
to be believed.

UNIVERSITY

FRONTIER RESTAURANT
2400 Central Ave SE, 266-0550 • $
[New Mexican, American, Diner] Frontier is an
Albuquerque staple that most folks can agree on.
Breakfast burritos, sweet rolls, huevos rancheros, green
chile stew, shakes, fresh-squeezed orange juice—it’s all
great. The ambience is strictly cafeteria plus plenty of
interesting characters to talk to after a late-night study
session. 
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Piñon Schminon
Is this the start of a slippery slope for the Fiesta?

reached out to NMPC for clarification on why
they chose not to renew, but had not heard
back from them by press time. 

So what does all this math have to do
with anything? It ties back to the core
concept of what the Balloon Fiesta is: A
bold, New Mexican tradition. It’s a gathering
of folks from around the world to celebrate
this weird concept in the heart of our state.
With all the local flavor and wonder
available, it just feels a little off to have a
large corporate sponsor of coffee, when
locally, we have so many amazing other
roasters. There’s nothing wrong with DD or
their coffee, which is palatable, albeit
nothing game changing nor local. The magic
is lost when the local touch is gone. We
reached out to some folks in the community
to get their feedback. 

“I’m glad that Dunkin’ was able to step up
when NMPC stepped down, and their local
flavor will be missed. Coffee is such an
important part of the fiesta considering the
hours and the number of volunteers and first
responders it takes to make the event run
smoothly and safely. I just hope that the
Balloon Fiesta looked into other local
vendors before partnering with a national
chain,” said local artist Meagan Swari. That’s
the 505 attitude through and through. Silver
lining on the stormy cloud, with the request
to keep it local. #Respect

But not all are ready to accept our donut
slingin’ overlords and their coffee just yet.
Some prefer the local style. “It’s super
disappointing that NM Piñon Coffee stepped
down and they were replaced by a national
chain with vastly inferior coffee. Piñon
coffee is really, really good,” said Barelas
resident and stay-at-home mom Sarah
Kaiman. 

Will this change the Balloon Fiesta? Not
dramatically. But it does open up the door for
more corporatization as we continue down
the road. Will the line be held here, or will
more of the local specialties begin to get lost
in the crowd as larger out-of-state markets
step in? My fellow Burqueños, I ask you to
hold this line. Keep this fiesta special, keep it
in our backyard and keep it #NMTrue.  a

ILLUSTRATION BY COREY YAZZIE

BY DAN PENNINGTON

T
he Albuquerque International Balloon
Fiesta is arguably the most magical thing in
New Mexico. For residents, we get a sense

of dread and fear of our morning commutes
being disrupted by an off-course balloon
landing in the road and delaying traffic, though
that does give us a great excuse for why we
were late to work that day (just pretend it
happened and sleep in a little, we won’t tell).
But that dread pales in comparison to the
majesty of those burning beauties soaring across
the skyline, silhouetted by the early morning
sunlight and the wide open spaces they are free
to pursue. To say that it is a part of our state’s
core identity is an understatement, seeing as we
hosted over 950,000 out-of-state visitors for the
Fiesta in 2015. 

Part of that #NMTrue core identity comes
from the local magic that actually makes us
unique. From our green chile on everything
approach, to our unique and colorful art scene,
to one of the greatest alternative weekly
newspapers out there (totally unbiased
opinion) and a food culture that thrives on
local support, most people’s journey to New
Mexico leaves a dramatic impression on them.
This year though, a four-year tradition is
breaking. New Mexico Piñon Coffee made the
choice to not renew their sponsorship of the
Balloon Fiesta, leaving the contract open, at
which point Dunkin’ Donuts stepped in and
up to the plate. 

Here’s what we know: NMPC intentionally
didn’t renew, the cost of the deal was not made
public, Dunkin’ will be required to provide
roughly 100,000 cups of coffee to volunteers,
pilots, hospitality workers and public safety
staff. Currently, at $2.09 per large cup of coffee
at Dunkin’ Donuts, we come out to $209,000
of free coffee given out. Conversely, being the
coffee on the field to visitors opens up a lot of
avenues in terms of sales. With the figure of
950,000 visiting in 2015, safely assuming half
of them will drink at least one cup of coffee
while on the field, we land at $992,750 in
sales. The long and short of it is, there’s profit
to be made. At the time of publishing, we had
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Storming Area 505
Wagner Farms corn maze gives aliens a place to rest

October, I paid my admission ($9 for 12 and
up, $7 for ages 3 to 11, and kids up to 2 get in
free) and braced myself. What was the best
approach to solving a maze? I’ve heard that
keeping your hand on the wall and continually
taking right turns will eventually lead you to
your goal, but this journey of mine was
anything but right. I needed to take all the
wrong turns to get to where I wanted to be. I
took a deep sniff to get the scent for my trail,
the air a mixture of green chile, corn, pumpkin
and a hint of an alien musk, sterile yet
enticing. This must be how they abduct folks
in the back mountains of Nowhere, America,
eventually dropping their unwilling passengers
off to regale the tabloids of the supermarket
with their stories. 

As I began winding my way through the
hewn path of corn to my ultimate goal, I
realized that I needed more conviction. This
wasn’t a journey to be taken lightly. Much like
the greater Grecian heroes of yore, I too had a
quest to prove myself worthy to the fates so I
could reap the benefits of all that life has to
offer. I strategized. I created a battle plan. I
needed to storm Area 505. Head and chest
angled near-parallel to the ground, I threw my
hands behind me and I began to run. My speed
was unmatched. I was near invisible. Alien
conquest, here I come. Were those shadows I
saw hidden within the corn around me,
mayhaps clones of myself or others who had
attempted this same trail and failed? 

The goal was in sight. I had found the true
solution to the maze. What happened next was
amazing. It left me breathless, drenched in a
cold sweat and ready to emerge from the maze
as a new person. What was it that I found?
Well, I can’t share that information. I was
debriefed by the government. Want to know
what lies at the center of that maze? Then you
need to Naruto run over to Wagner’s yourself
and find out. For more information on this
year’s corn maze, call 459-0719, or visit
wagnersfarmlandexperience.com. The truth is
out there. a

BY DAN PENNINGTON

L
ike many people, my breath was held,
bated and tense, on Sept. 20. Would the
raid on Area 51 occur? Surely the US Air

Force had a contingency plan for thousands of
people running into the base, ready to discover
the aliens kept inside. It just couldn’t be that
easy. Yet, throughout the day as news poured
out, what was supposed to be a defining
moment of our times had devolved into a poor
man’s Burning Man, replete with costumes,
strange sights and probably a lot of people who
hadn’t showered in a good long while. 

But while everyone else moved on, I hadn’t.
My mind remained on that stage, hoping for
more. Surely at this point, I would never be the
first man to “clap those alien cheeks,” but oh
lord, I wanted to be in that number with the
rest of those marching saints. That’s when word
hit the street that a strange occurrence had
happened out in Corrales. Apparently Big Jim
at Wagner’s Farmland Experience requisitioned
the help of aliens to build their maze, but those
aliens had a run-in with a meteor and crashed
down here. This was my chance. I, like
Theseus, would enter and conquer this
labyrinth. My goal: To get in, to get out and
enjoy the sweet taste of victory on my lips. 

Wagner’s has been around since 2005,
starting off with their corn maze. This was my
first time checking out their maze, so I can’t
say how it compares to previous years. If it
truly is constructed by alien design, as they
claim, then these aliens have been working on
their technique. Perhaps they’ve been studying
the Overlook Hotel, crafting a very deliberate
and perplexing maze. Or perhaps the aliens
trapped here with us have seen the pictures
and videos online, letting them know we want
them. The answers I sought must lie within
the heart of this maze. 

With the convenient hours for pursuing
love via complicated and confusing pathways
from 9am to 6pm during the month of

Don’t get too lost in here. WAGNER’S FARMLAND EXPERIENCE
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Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

FRIDAY OCT 4

SUNDAY OCT 6

SATURDAY OCT 5

CHOCKABLOCK
WITH ROCKS

The Albuquerque Fall Gem, Mineral
& Jewelry Show is the place to
find 60 dealers with tables full of
minerals, fossils, gems, beads,
jewelry and tools. The show at Expo
New Mexico runs all weekend.
starting Friday, Oct. 4 at 9am, and
ends on Sunday, Oct. 6 at 5pm.
This is New Mexico’s annual gathering
spot for the bolder rock hounds
among us. For more information on
this free, all-ages event, see
abqfallshow.wixsite.com/abq-fall-
show. EXPO NEW MEXICO 300 SAN PEDRO

DR NE, 9AM TO 5PM alibi.com/v/6tt3.

(Clarke Condé) a

AIN’T LIFE A MYSTERY?
Bad Religion, a first generation punk rock
outfit straight outta El Lay, continues to
absorb and reflect American culture in an
age when the form of rocanrol they espouse
is particularly germane to the conversation
we’re all having right now about where
America is going. With potent, driving and
dang fine tuneage like 1994’s “21st Century
(Digital Boy)” and 2007’s “New Dark Ages,”
the band, across several different iterations,
has raged against everything that needs
fixing in our culture, from politics to religion.
You can be part of the Albuquerque
audience that affirms the value of these
DIY democratic tendencies by attending a
show by these prolifically opinionated yet totally rocked out symbols of the scene. They have a gig on Friday, Oct. 4 at El Rey
Theatre. It’s an all-ages gathering and admission is $32. Dave Hause and The Mermaid and Emily Davis and The Murder
Police open. The music begins at 8pm. HISTORIC EL REY THEATER 622 CENTRAL AVE SW, 8PM alibi.com/v/6tmm. (August March) a

SKIP THE
TRAFFIC

This year, cruise past all the suckers
sitting in their cars by riding a bike
to Balloon Fiesta with Routes
Bicycle Tours’ 9th Annual Bikes &
Balloons Tour. The 16-mile round
trip adventure begins Saturday,
Oct. 5 at 5:30am with a provided
bike, helmet, handwarmers, water,
breakfast, souvenirs, admission to
the Balloon Fiesta and a tour of
Los Poblanos Historic Inn and
Organic Farm. It is a full morning
for anyone over age 13 in
reasonably good health with $85
(or $75 if you bring your own
bike). For more information, see
routesrentals.com. ROUTES BICYCLE

TOURS & RENTALS 2113 CHARLEVOIX ST

NW, 5:30 TO 10:30AM alibi.com/v/6t20.
(Clarke Condé) a

YO, JOHANN!
Sebastian Bach (no relation to the high lord of
sacred baroque music, Johann Sebastian Bach)
was the frontman for a hair band called Skid Row
until he was unceremoniously fired back in 1996.
The band kept on rocking with different lead
singers, but so did Bach, who made a late career
out of performing the early oeuvre of the band,
playing in the national touring company of Jesus
Christ Superstar as the messiah himself, jamming
out with Kelley Deal (my favorite cannonballer, eh)
and appearing in a recurring role on “Gilmore Girls.”
That all sounds pretty cool but what’s even cooler
is that Bach performs the first, eponymous Skid
Row album in its entirety for a live audience on
Sunday, Oct. 6 at Sunshine Theater at 8pm.
Tickets for this all-ages, once-in-a-lifetime glimpse
into the glorious rocanrol lifestyle of a true legend
cost only $20. SUNSHINE THEATER 120 CENTRAL AVE SW,
8PM alibi.com/v/6to8. (August March) a

ONE MORE DAY
The dark times are upon us again.
Local comics collective 7000 BC
is looking for sequential art scribes
of tough constitution to celebrate
the 16th annual 24-Hour Comics
Day. Gruel away on Oct. 5 through
6 from noon to noon, to complete
a 24-page comic in 24 consecutive
hours. This assessment of intestinal
fortitude is free and open to
masochists of all ages. Bring your
pens, pencils and a total disregard
for your personal health to Lobo
Anime & Comics this Saturday
and Sunday. That’s a good True
Believer. LOBO ANIME AND COMICS

1016 JUAN TABO BLVD. NE, alibi.com/v/6um8.
(Joshua Lee) a

A HAMBURGER WAS
EATING ME!

Jerry Seinfeld is a comedian who made it big by
taking bits of the mean spirited—if supremely
funny—insult schtick of Don Rickles, mixing that
with the super-cynicism of his pal and cohort Larry
David and turning the whole schmear into a type
of self-absorbed but hugely relevant comedic
television fare that consumed most viewers in the
’90s and provided a heck of a lot of influence for
today’s young and self-insecure comics—who
sometimes seem to be insulting themselves,
frankly—and gave David’s career a second wind in
the aughts. Why not try and figure out what all of
that means—or doesn’t—by going to the source
itself? A master of the postmodern, Jerry Seinfeld

performs live on Friday, Oct. 4 at 7pm in downtown Burque at the Kiva Auditorium. Admission prices for this all-
ages comedy extravaganza range in price from $135 to $250 for a trip to a place where the normative gets
twisted until there are nuts in the eye and Superman paraphernalia is scattered everywhere. KIVA AUDITORIUM 401
SECOND STREET NW, 7PM alibi.com/v/6uz6. (August March) a

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

PHOTO BY AMANDA VICK

IMAGE BY CLARKE CONDÉ
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IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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SUPER GAMERS ANONYMOUS Retro Gaming League Launch.
Compete or show off your favorite old games in two competitions,
one for highest score in sonic spinball and one for best multi-
player in Halo 2. 10200 Corrales Rd NW. $5. 3pm. ALL-AGES!
899-2681. alibi.com/v/6tk5.

LEARN
ESTHER BONE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Rio Rancho Ristras. 950
Pinetree SE. 1-2pm. 18+. See 10/4 listing.

SPORTS
ISOTOPES PARK NM United Match #15. Cheer on the home
team as they take on Rio Grande Valley FC. 1601 Avenida Cesar
Chavez SE. 7:30-9:30pm. 924-2255. alibi.com/v/6tnj.

THURSDAY OCT 3
O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Science on Tap. Sarah Pratt, Project
Manager at Explora, dives into a hands-on presentation on the
history of the periodic table. 4310 Central Ave SE. 5:30-6:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 255-6782. alibi.com/v/6tvq.

SUPER GAMERS ANONYMOUS Standard Showdown Meeting.
Test your skills in standard format Magic the Gathering. Winnings
are based on how many people we get and include promos. $5.
7:30pm-midnight. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6ril. Also, Friday Night
Magic. Play Magic the Gathering. Draft, Standard and Modern
are played with two packs per win. 10200 Corrales Rd NW.
$5-$15. 7:30pm-midnight. ALL-AGES! 899-2681.
alibi.com/v/6riz.

KIDS
BOOKWORKS Story Time. Connie tells stories and sings songs
with an occasional craft and snack. 4022 Rio Grande Blvd NW.
10:30pm. 344-8139. alibi.com/v/6twq.

COLOR WHEEL TOYS Make and Take Beaded Necklaces. Make
a beaded necklace with wooden and glow in the dark beads.
For ages 3 and up. 108 Amherst Dr SE. 10am-5:30pm. ALL-AGES!
289-2463. alibi.com/v/6tro.

MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Suzuki Music and Movement
Class for Children. A class for children ages 0 to 4 and expecting
mothers in their third trimester to nurture musical development,
build motor, emotional and social skills, character development
and readiness for preschool. 3215 Central Ave NE. $15.
9:30-10:30am. (903) 780-1030. alibi.com/v/6rua.

RUDOLFO ANAYA LIBRARY Family Ukulele Class. A six-week intro-
ductory ukulele class. Bring a soprano, concert or tenor ukulele
or check one out from the library. For ages 10 and up. 7704
Second Street NW. 4-5pm. 897-8823. alibi.com/v/6stc.

SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY STEM Program. Get slimy in the
name of science, tech out over robots, solve real world engineering
problems and math it up with indoor rockets. 1025 Broadway
Blvd SE. 2-3:30pm. 764-1742. alibi.com/v/6stp.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE CENTER FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE United
Nations Association Albuquerque Chapter General Meeting. This
meeting helps determine the future direction and leadership of
the United Nations Association in Albuquerque. Light snacks and
soft drinks provided. 202 Harvard Dr SE. 4:30-6pm. ALL-AGES!
280-1245. alibi.com/v/6tya.

CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY UNMH Community Health Needs
Assessment. Provide input on community needs for healthcare
improvment. 6901 Barstow St NE. 3:30-5pm. ALL-AGES!
925-0933. alibi.com/v/6ttj.

MANZANO MESA MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER Wise Women
Do Belly Dance. Internationally-renowned instructor, Amaya, leads
a class in the art of belly dance. 501 Elizabeth St SE. $5-$10.
6:15-7:15pm. 13+. 280-3638. alibi.com/v/6iix.

FRIDAY OCT 4
KIDS
!EXPLORA! Teen Tech Club. A place to create, tinker, play and
learn in an open-ended format as participants guide their own
learning by exploring cutting edge technology with guidance from
experts. 4-7pm. 13+. alibi.com/v/6thm. Also, Teen Science Cafe.
Enjoy inormal presentations and activities with local scientists,
engineers and other professionals as they offer hands-on demos,
activities and career connection opportunities. 1701 Mountain
Rd NW. 5:30-7pm. 13+. 224-8300. alibi.com/v/6tvb.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE All Levels Hip-Hop Dance Class.
Learn the techniques that make this style so much fun to play
with socially and professionally. 3215 Central Ave NE. $15.
7:10pm. ALL-AGES! 440-6265. alibi.com/v/69qk.

SATURDAY OCT 5
CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN Downtown Walking Tour. Learn about
the diverse settlers and their contributions to local history. 100
Central Ave SW. 10am-noon. ALL-AGES! 289-0586.
alibi.com/v/6tx2.

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill The Dirty Liars’ Game. An interactive
game show where three storytellers tell two true stories and one
fake story under the theme “Instruments of Pleasure,” and the
audience votes to determine the liar. 4310 Central Ave SE. $5.
8pm. 18+. 227-7378. alibi.com/v/6ugb.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY El Kookooee Craft Time. Children
are invited to create an entry for the El Kookooee contest in the
South Valley with various materials. 3904 Isleta Blvd SW.
3-4:30pm. 877-5170. alibi.com/v/6stz.

FRIDAY OCT 4
ESTHER BONE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Rio Rancho
Ristras! Joseph Martinez leads a class in stringing

chiles into ristras. Supplies are provided. 950 Pinetree
SE. 1-2pm. 18+. 891-5012. alibi.com/v/6tcv.

THURSDAY OCT 3
SELF SERVE Rope Social and Open Practice. Review
communication, consent and safety as you practice
knots in a safe space. 112 Morningside Dr NE. $5.
5:30-7:30pm. 18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/6tu1.

PETS
BOOFY’S BEST FOR PETS Meet the Greyhounds. Meet the
Greyhounds of the NM chapter of the Greyhound Adoption League.
Learn how to foster or adopt and all about what wonderful family
members these retired racers can be. 8201 Golf Course Rd NW.
Noon-2pm. ALL-AGES! 890-0757. alibi.com/v/6um0.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE ZEN CENTER Albuquerque Open Sky Zen Group
Day Retreat. Tony Sager, a senior Dharma Teacher of the Kwan
Um School of Zen, gives a talk as well as private practice interviews
to those participants who wish for one. 2300 Garfield Ave SE.
9:30am-3:30pm. 15+. 920-5795. alibi.com/v/6sm2.

SELF SERVE Reclaim Your Sex Life: Helping Clients Recover an
Empowered Sexuality Post-Trauma. This presentation focuses on
bringing a non-judgmental, sex-positive and mindfulness-based
approach to working with adult clients of sexual trauma. 112
Morningside Dr NE. $75. 10am-2pm. 18+. 265-5815.
alibi.com/v/6tu2.

SUNDAY OCT 6
OUTDOOR
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Bosque Wild:
Guided Nature Walk. Take a hike through nature’s laboratory in
a moderately strenuous guided hike. Reservations recommended.
6500 Coors Blvd NW. 8-10am. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/6tv6.

CALENDARS

COMMUNITY
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TUESDAY OCT 8
LOMA COLORADO MAIN LIBRARY, Rio Rancho Career

Fair. Visit potential employers at this free community
career fair sponsored by Goodwill Industries of NM.

Dress for success and don’t forget your resume. 755
Loma Colorado NE. 1-3pm. 18+. 891-5013.

alibi.com/v/6tht.

CALENDARS

PETS
RIO GRANDE OUTDOOR POOL Rio Grande Doggy Paddle. Enjoy
a doggie swim day at the pool along with an adoption event.
1410 Iron Ave SW. $5. 11am-3pm. alibi.com/v/6ufc.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Yoga With a
View. A guided yoga class in a unique setting overlooking 18
acres of agricultural fields. All abilities and levels welcome. 6500
Coors Blvd NW. $5-$15. 9am. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/6tv7.

MONDAY OCT 7
50/50 COFFEE HOUSE Nerd Night. Nerd out with D&D, Magic
the Gathering, Monopoly, Scrabble, bring your own game or use
one from the shop. 2122 Central Ave SE. 4-8pm. ALL-AGES!
639-4334. alibi.com/v/6srq.

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Game On Rummy Night.
Learn about the diverse settlers and their contributions to local
history. 206 Broadway SE. 6-9pm. 21+. 639-5831.
alibi.com/v/6tvs.

TUESDAY OCT 8
ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION Impact and Coffee.
Nonprofit leaders, volunteers, funders and people finding their
place in the community have a cup of coffee, hear about new
social profit ventures and innovation in a six-minute presentation
format. 624 Tijeras Ave NW. 9-10am. alibi.com/v/6ry3.

SELF SERVE Sensual Restraint Play: Rope Bondage and More.
Curious about bondage, ropes and more? Learn safety informa-
tion, types of restraints and use some time for hands-on guided
practice. Bring a friend or a partner to practice with. 112
Morningside Dr NE. $40. 6:30-9:30pm. 18+. 265-5815.
alibi.com/v/6tu3.

KIDS
ESTHER BONE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Rio Rancho Family Night.
Discover geometry with the family at a device-free learning event.
950 Pinetree SE. 6-7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 891-5012.
alibi.com/v/6td1.

MAIN LIBRARY Code Club: Sphero Robots. A two-hour program
using Chromebooks to code and race Sphero Robots around an
interactive map. Registration required. 501 Copper Ave NW.
4-6pm. ALL-AGES! 768-5141. alibi.com/v/6spb.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY El Kookooee Craft Time. 3904
Isleta Blvd SW. 3-4:30pm. See 10/5 listing.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY A Fractured
Atlas Workshop on the Many Platforms Used by Artists. Learn
about the pros and cons of each platform, how to stand out from
the masses, break down fees and discuss strategies for building
a sustainable arts business with presenter Lauren Olivia Ruffin.
2000 Mountain Rd NW. 8:30am. 243-7255. alibi.com/v/6tol.  

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALLEY KATS TAP COMPANY Rise of the Goddess: Burlesque
Class. Learn the art of tease from leading members of th local

burlesque scene. Topics change weekly and are for both new
and experienced performers of all backgrounds. Pre-registration
recommended. 222 Truman St NE. $10. 7:30-8:30pm. 18+.
alibi.com/v/6uz5.

FLAMENCO WORKS, INC. Intro to Flamenco. 5:30-6:30pm.
ALL-AGES! Also, Flamenco Therapie. 1010 Coal Ave SW. $18.
6:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 10/3 listing.

LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER Newcomer Swing and Latin
Classes. Explore a different set of dances in each class.
Understand the similarities and differences between each dance
to learn multiple dances at the same time, in a fun method.
5506 Coal SE. $5-$10. 6:30-8pm. 15+. 948-1579.
alibi.com/v/68cl.

LOTUS TREE AYURVEDA Prayer and Meditation Group. Learn
stilling the mind, concentration and meditation practices. No
previous experience needed. 7015 Fourth Street. $12-$40.
7-8pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/63ww.

UNMH NV FAMILY CLINIC UNMH Community Health Needs
Assessment. 1231 Candelaria Rd NW. 3:30-5pm. ALL-AGES!
See 10/3 CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY listing.

WEDNESDAY OCT 9
LEARN
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF CHRIST Progressive
Democrats of America: Central NM Chapter. Eric Shimamoto,
attorney and political activist, gives a very timely and relevant
presentation for NM progressives on the need to transform the
state Senate. 2801 Lomas Blvd NE. 5:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
898-1237. alibi.com/v/6uk9.

LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER Newcomer and Intermediate
Argentine Tango. Learn the basics and fundamentals of this
amazing dance and delve further into the techniques and secrets
that make this style unforgettable. 5506 Coal SE. $10-$17.
7:30-9pm. 15+. 948-1579. alibi.com/v/69h6.

YOGASAAR Yin Restore Yoga. Learn to improves joint mobility
and stretch deep into the muscles and joints with long-held static
poses; perfect complement to active workouts. 2205 Silver Ave
SE. $12. 7:15-8:30pm. 21+. 227-7765. alibi.com/v/6rg6.

ARTS & LIT
    

THURSDAY OCT 3
WORDS
BOOKWORKS Jeff Berg: 100 Things to do in Santa Fe Before You
Die. The author reads from and discusses the new work. 4022 Rio
Grande Blvd NW. 6pm. ALL-AGES! 344-8139. alibi.com/v/6twr.

KIMO THEATRE Pulitzer Prize-Winning Author Elizabeth Kolbert. The
author has a moderated conversation with journalist Laura Paskus
as part of the public programs for Species in Peril Along the Rio
Grande, along with a reception. 423 Central Ave NW. 7:30-9pm.
768-3522. alibi.com/v/6tm1.

STAGE
Q-STAFF THEATRE Einstein’s Violin. Through Einstein’s words and
the beautiful precision of classical music, celebrate the coming
together of art, science and love. 400 Broadway Blvd SE. $14-$18.
7:30-9pm. ALL-AGES! 453-3790. alibi.com/v/6qzb.

SONG & DANCE
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Gerald Clayton Quartet. The
four-time Grammy-nominated pianist and composer plays live jazz.
210 Yale Blvd SE. $20-$25. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0044.
alibi.com/v/6tp8.

LEARN
KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Makers Space Experience. A ten-
day choreographic residency period that providws studio rehearsal
space, daily master classes, business workshops/trainings specific
to performing arts entrepreneurs and housing. 4121 Cutler Ave NE.
8am. ALL-AGES! 224-9808. alibi.com/v/6si8.

SOURCE Tarot Book Study: Rachel Pollack’s 78 Degrees of Wisdom
2019 Edition. Join the monthly group and study the depth of tarot.
1111 Carlisle Blvd SE. $10. 6-8:30pm. 18+. 350-7205.
alibi.com/v/6p2a.

TAMARIND INSTITUTE Artist Talk with Maja Ruznic. The artist
discusses the process of her work. 2500 Central Ave SE. 5:30pm.
18+. 277-3901. alibi.com/v/6ran.

FRIDAY OCT 4
WORDS
99% PURE The Goddess Slam. A ladies-only slam championship,
with featured guest Gigi Bella, to decide which goddess wears the
crown and represents ABQ at the Women of the World national
poetry slam next March. 3904 Central Ave. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!
985-9708. alibi.com/v/6tv2.



ARTS & LIT
CONT.

BOOKWORKS A Race Around the World: The True Story of Nellie
Bly and Elizabeth Bisland. Award-winning author Caroline Starr
Rose discusses the new work. 4022 Rio Grande Blvd NW. 6pm.
ALL-AGES! 344-8139. alibi.com/v/6tws.

ART
AMAPOLA GALLERY The Art of the Matter. A reception for featured
artists Diana Kirkpatrick’s wearable art and Gwen Peterson’s south-
western landscapes. 205 Romero St NW. 4-7pm. 350-0923.
alibi.com/v/6tk4.

YUCCA ART GALLERY October First Friday Event. Celebrate the
featured artists with Sharon Patrick’s gourd art, Barbara Fajard’s
polymer clay jewelry and Jeri Burzin’s photography as well as refresh-
ments, music and meet and greet. 2065 San Felipe St NW. 5-6pm.
ALL-AGES! 247-8931. alibi.com/v/6tka.

STAGE
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Disney’s Frozen Jr. Elsa,
Anna and the magical land of Arendelle come to life onstage with
all of the memorable songs from the animated film, plus five new
songs written for the Broadway production. 1701 Fourth Street
SW. $10. 7-8pm. ALL-AGES! 804-5685. alibi.com/v/6t51.

Q-STAFF THEATRE Einstein’s Violin. 400 Broadway Blvd SE.
$14-$18. 7:30-9pm. ALL-AGES! See 10/3 listing.

UNM’S EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE, Center for the Arts Con Flama.
203 Cornell Dr NE. $15-$19. 7:30pm. 15+. See 10/3 listing.

LEARN
KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Makers Space Experience. 4121
Cutler Ave NE. 8am. ALL-AGES! See 10/3 listing.

FILM
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NUCLEAR SCIENCE AND HISTORY
Nuclear After Dark. Enjoy food trucks and beer with live music and
an outdoor showing of “Modern Marvels: The Manhattan Project”
in the museum’s nine-acre outdoor exhibit area. 601 Eubank Blvd
SE. $15. 5:30-10pm. ALL-AGES! 245-2137. alibi.com/v/6rfd.

SATURDAY OCT 5
SANDIA RESORT & CASINO Rio Grande Arts and Crafts Festival.
30 Rainbow Rd NE. $10. 9am-5pm. ALL-AGES! See 10/4 listing.

WORDS
ALBUQUERQUE CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING SouthWest
Writers Meeting: Turn Your Writing into Dollars. Award-winning
author Gail Rubin, The Doyenne of Death, shares her insights on
how to market expertise and make a living, even if the topic is
death and dying. 10am-noon. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6tgj. Also,
SouthWest Writers Workshop: Location, Location, Location. Award-
winning mystery author Bob Kidera presents a workshop on how
setting brings a story and its characters to life. 2801 Louisiana
NE. $20-$30. 12:30-2:30pm. ALL-AGES! 830-6034.
alibi.com/v/6tgk.

PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE Kennedy and Lindskold Fantasy Book
Signing. The authors talk about and sign their works, The Orchid
Throne: Forgotten Empires Book 1 and Wolf’s Search: Firekeeper
Saga Book 7. 5850 Eubank Blvd NE. 4-5:40pm. ALL-AGES!
294-2026. alibi.com/v/6t4q.

STAGE
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Disney’s Frozen Jr. 1701
Fourth Street SW. $10. 2-3pm. ALL-AGES! See 10/4 listing.

Q-STAFF THEATRE Einstein’s Violin. 400 Broadway Blvd SE.
$14-$18. 7:30-9pm. ALL-AGES! See 10/3 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE A Doll’s House. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $24.
7:30-9:30pm. 13+. See 10/4 listing.

SONG & DANCE
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Geoff Muldaur. The folk and
blues musician plays live. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $20-$25. 7:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 268-0044. alibi.com/v/6tp9.

POPEJOY HALL New Mexico Philharmonic: Tchaikovsky Times Two.
Violinist and Lincoln Center Emerging Artist award-winner Paul
Huang, joins the NMPhil for Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto and
Symphony No. 4. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $27-$80. 6-8pm. 13+.
505-323-4343, ext 1. alibi.com/v/6tab.

WAREHOUSE 508 Warehouse 508’s 10 year Anniversary Vantastic
Benefit Show. Enjoy local and regional bands such as Reviva,
Burque Sol, Denver’s Los Mocochetes, Sol de la Noche and multiple
youth performances for a worthy cause. 508 First Street NW. $20.
4-11:55pm. 13+. 288-2583. alibi.com/v/6sjy.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Timeless
Caravan. A lecture by former US Ambassador to Spain, Edward
Romero and NM historian, Dr. Thomas E. Chávez about a story of
an odyssey shared by many families in the Southwest, followed
by a book signing. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 3-5pm. 842-0111.
alibi.com/v/6r42.

FRIDAY OCT 4
VORTEX THEATRE A Doll’s House. The story of a happy
bourgeois marriage that comes apart when its truths
are revealed, the play is among the earliest realistic
masterpieces of the modern theatre. 2900 Carlisle

Blvd NE. $24. 7:30-9:30pm. 13+. 463-0440.
alibi.com/v/6tbc.

FRIDAY OCT 4
SANDIA RESORT & CASINO Rio Grande Arts and Crafts
Festival. This juried show features the work of 200 fine

artists and craftspeople from throughout the US, offering
tourists and residents a unique, world-class art experi-
ence. 30 Rainbow Rd NE. $10. 9am-5pm. ALL-AGES!

292-7457. alibi.com/v/6sek.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Makers Space Experience. 4121
Cutler Ave NE. 8am. ALL-AGES! See 10/3 listing.

SUNDAY OCT 6
SANDIA RESORT & CASINO Rio Grande Arts and Crafts Festival.
30 Rainbow Rd NE. $10. 9am-5pm. ALL-AGES! See 10/4 listing.

WORDS
BOOKWORKS El Moises: No More Bullies. The author reads from
and signs copies of the new work. 4022 Rio Grande Blvd NW.
3pm. ALL-AGES! 344-8139. alibi.com/v/6twu.

PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE Jack Loeffler Signing Event. The Santa Fe
author, environmentalist and aural historian, talks about and signs
his personal non-fiction effort, Headed into the Wind: A Memoir.
5850 Eubank Blvd NE. 3-4:30pm. ALL-AGES! 294-2026.
alibi.com/v/6tgf.

CALENDARS

[22]     WEEKLY ALIBI OCTOBER 3-9, 2019

STAGE
CELL THEATRE Don’t Call Me Young Lady. Spend an hour with
Carolyn Meyer in her one-woman show filled with frank, sexual
humor and the stark, emotional reality of being a woman back in
the day. 700 First Street NW. $20. 4pm. 13+. 766-9412.
alibi.com/v/6tve.

Q-STAFF THEATRE Einstein’s Violin. 400 Broadway Blvd SE. $14-$18.
7:30-9pm. ALL-AGES! See 10/3 listing.

SONG & DANCE
ELDORADO HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
Albuquerque Concert Band Fall and Winter Concert Series. Enjoy
an hour of fun, toe-tapping music that is sure to brighten the day.
11300 Montgomery Blvd. NE. 3-4pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6sej.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Jenny Scheinman  and Allison
Miller’s Parlour Game. the violinist and hr drummer play in a collab-
oration that intermingles panoramic Americana-infused arrangements
with a Brooklyn jazz pocket. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $20-$25. 7:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 268-0044. alibi.com/v/6tpb.

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS EPISCOPAL CHURCH Charles V and
the Spanish Empire. Música Antigua de Albuquerque performs a



SATURDAY OCT 5
STEEL BENDER BREWYARD Balloons and Brews. Enjoy
balloon watching, beer, mimosas, wine, burritos, sand-
wiches, pastries, coffeeand hot cocoa with live music

from The Fabulous Martini Tones and Kyle Martin.
8305 Second Street NW. 7am. 433-3537.

alibi.com/v/6unf.

CALENDARS

concert of music from the time of Charles V, who was elected Holy
Roman Emperor in 1519, performed with voices and period instru-
ments. 601 Montano Rd NW. $10-$20. 4-5:40pm. 13+. 842-9613.
alibi.com/v/6rx8.

LEARN

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Makers Space Experience. 4121
Cutler Ave NE. 8am. ALL-AGES! See 10/3 listing.

MONDAY OCT 7
NEW MEXICO VETERANS MEMORIAL “It Won’t Kill Me” Video
Premiere Picnic and Photoshoot. Celebrate the premiere of the
suicide awareness song with local pop star EVAN SAFFORD as
well as hot dogs and sandwiches and free headshot sessions.
1100 Louisiana Blvd SE. 3-5pm. 15+. 417-0357.
alibi.com/v/6um7.

WORDS

BOOKWORKS Wingbeats Poetry Workshop. Dos Gatos editor
and writer David Meischen presents Dean Rader’s exercise, “Fun
with Fake Truths: The Wikipedia Poem” from Wingbeats II. 4022
Rio Grande Blvd NW. 6pm. ALL-AGES! 344-8139.
alibi.com/v/6twv.

FILM

KIMO THEATRE Wind Riders: Premiere Screening Followed by
Q&A with Filmmakers and Cast. A feature-length documentary
tells the poignant and inspiring stories of three American balloon-
ists who dedicate their lives to their sport. 423 Central Ave NW.
7-9pm. 768-3522. alibi.com/v/6toh.

TUESDAY OCT 8
WORDS

BOOKWORKS Augusten Burroughs: Toil and Trouble. the number

one New York Times bestselling author reads from and discusses

the memoir. 6pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6twx. Also, Wingbeats

Poetry Workshop. 4022 Rio Grande Blvd NW. 6-7pm. See 10/7

listing. 344-8139.

WEDNESDAY OCT 9
WORDS

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Thirsty Word. Calling all poets

for a monthly open mic hosted by Jim Burbank. Ten poets may

sign up for a three-minute reading. 206 Broadway SE. 6:30-8pm.

18+. 639-5831. alibi.com/v/6tvn.

LEARN

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Makers Space Experience. 4121

Cutler Ave NE. 8am. ALL-AGES! See 10/3 listing.

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE YogArt Extreme. Enjoy a paint night

with food and drinks available. 319 Fifth Street SW. $40. 6pm.

13+. 550-1119. alibi.com/v/6st7.

THURSDAY OCT 3
BIG JIM FARMS U-Pick Green Chiles and Farmers’ Market. Enjoy
an afternoon on the farm and pick green chiles, ranging from mild
to extra hot with on-site roasting. Other fruits and vegetable are also
for sale. 4317 Rio Grande Blvd. FREE. 9am-5pm. ALL-AGES!
459-0719. alibi.com/v/6r8j.

THE CORN MAIDEN, Bernalillo Gruet Wine Dinner. The dinner
features a five-course meal expertly paired with selections from the
NM winery specializing in sparkling wines. 1300 Tuyuna Trail. $85.
5:30pm. 867-1234. alibi.com/v/6txq.

PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY Community Pot Luck Dinner. Enjoy a commu-
nity meal at the art and education center. Don’t forget to bring a
contribution. 526 Washington St. FREE. 7pm. ALL-AGES! (512)
573-5279. alibi.com/v/6qi9.

FRIDAY OCT 4
BIG JIM FARMS U-Pick Green Chiles and Farmers’ Market. 4317
Rio Grande Blvd. FREE. 9am-5pm. ALL-AGES! See 10/3 listing.

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Friday Farmers Market. Enjoy live
music, a kids’ zone, craft beers, vendors and food. 319 Fifth Street
SW. FREE. 3pm. ALL-AGES! 550-1119. alibi.com/v/6eku.

SATURDAY OCT 5
BIG JIM FARMS U-Pick Green Chiles and Farmers’ Market. 4317
Rio Grande Blvd. FREE. 9am-5pm. ALL-AGES! See 10/3 listing.

MARBLE BREWERY Balloon Brunch on the Skydeck. Enjoy a brunch
buffet from Street Food Institute and two pints as well as music from
Chris Dracup and a tour of the brewery. 111 Marble Ave NW. 11am.
243-2739. alibi.com/v/6ugg.

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Smokin’ Saturdays. Mighty
Mike’s Meats is smokin’ on the patio. 4-8pm. 21+. alibi.com/v/6ql1.
Also, Oktoberfest. Enjoy food, music and activities with Mighty Mike’s
Meats and plenty of lederhosen. 206 Broadway SE. FREE. 5-10pm.
ALL-AGES! 639-5831. alibi.com/v/6tvj.

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Fourth Annual Distillers Guild
Spirits Festival. Enjoy craft cocktails from distillers all over the state
and purchase a bottle of your favorite booze. 1800 Fourth Street
NW. 3pm. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/6tn7.

SUNDAY OCT 6
ALBUQUERQUE RAIL YARDS Albuquerque Rail Yards Market. A
market celebrating all things local and at the heart of NM culture
with hundreds food, farm, artisan and healing vendors, live music
as well as a kids’ zone. 1100 Second Street SW. FREE. 10am-2pm.
ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6fxz.

BISTRONOMY B2B AHS Mighty Bulldogs Marching Band Fundraiser
at B2B. Up to 25 percent of proceeds support this worthy cause.
3118 Central Ave SE. Noon-9pm. ALL-AGES! 262-2222.
alibi.com/v/6uly.

RUDE BOY COOKIES Balloon Fiesta Decorating Class. An afternoon
of cookie decorating including everything twelve hot air balloon
cookies with guidance from the co-owner and cookie exper as well
as lunch and music. 115 Harvard Dr SE Ste 7. Noon-2pm.
200-2235. alibi.com/v/6tny.

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK The Ultimate Local Bloody Mary
Bar. Celebrate NM distillers with local ingredients from M’Tuccis,
Barrio Brinery, kimchi from Kimshe, bloody mary mix from Two Cranes
Bistro and Brew and local vodka. 1800 Fourth Street NW. FREE.
Noon. 21+. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/6t5f.

MONDAY OCT 7
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Cocktail Making Class with Grace
Antonia Young. One of Albuquerque’s most popular and experienced
bartenders shows the basics needed to impress at the next party.
1800 Fourth Street NW. $15. 7pm. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/6toi.
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THURSDAY OCT 3
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Rob Roman •
variety • 4:30pm • The Chris Ravin Band • classic rock • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Austin
Van • country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Songwriter Showcase • acoustic • Justin
Mclauchlin • singer-songwriter • Gilbert Uribe • Casey Mraz • rock,
soul, pop, Latin • 6pm • FREE

COCINA AZUL Lani Nash • singer-songwriter • 6pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

DIALOGUE BREWING Rock the Cure 2.0 • Desert Soul • classic
rock, contemporary • Aaron Trumm • 7pm • $15 • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Danny Duran • country • 6pm

INSIDE OUT Michael Moxey And The Easy Sinners • country, alter-
native, rock • Sarah Rowe • 7:30pm

JAM SPOT Mentors • Beefcake In Chains • punk • Echoes Of Fallen •
metal • Laughing Dog • 5pm • $7-$40 • 18+

KELLY’S BREW PUB Swag • jazz, blues, rock, Motown • 6:30pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Above-Average Open Mic • 6:30pm •
FREE • 13+

LAUNCHPAD Doobie • variety • 8pm

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Oscar Butler •
contemporary, folk • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING CO. Halfway Decent Karaoke • 7pm • 21+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND South3rn Turpike3 Broth3rz • variety •
7pm • $5 • 21+

SAVOY BAR AND GRILL Julian Dossett Trio • blues, roots, rock,
soul, jazz, swing, Western • 6pm • FREE • 21+

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Brendangerous • electronic •
Ben Bitten • Blue Sunshine • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 7pm • FREE •
21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Cali Shaw Duo • indie, folk, Americana •
8:30pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY
STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Stand-Up Comedy
Thursdays • 6pm • $10 • 21+

FRIDAY OCT 4
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Trinity Soul • variety •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Mr. Black • rock, dance • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM
Weatherman Said • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Brahma • country • 6pm

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Bad Religion • punk • 8pm

HOTEL ANDALUZ Entourage Jazz • jazz, big band • 7pm • FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Immolation • death metal • 9pm

THE LIBRARY BAR & GRILL Brain Gang Trivia • 8pm • FREE • 18+

MARBLE BREWERY Bobcats Trio • jazz • 7pm • FREE • 21+

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Odd Dog • classic rock • 6pm • FREE • 21+

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Amy Cliser • singer-
songwriter • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

ROCK CANYON TAPROOM, Tijeras Bopsque Jazz Sextet • jazz •
7pm

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Chris Patchett and Friends •
singer-songwriter • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Casey Mraz • rock, soul, pop,
Latin • 6pm • FREE • 21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Stanlie Kee and the Step In • blues •
8:30pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY
RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Saturday Stand-Up Spectacular •
stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $5 • 18+

SUNDAY OCT 6
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Gregg Daigle and the Driftsmen • rock,
country • 4pm • FREE

HOLLOW SPIRITS DISTILLERY Sunday Screw Service • Drag Bingo
and Brunch • noon • $35-$175 • ALL-AGES!

KAKTUS BREWING COMPANY, Bernalillo Kaktus Kats Blues Jam •
3pm

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY TobyRiffic Karaoke Show • 3pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

MARBLE BREWERY Odd Dog • classic rock • 3pm • FREE • 21+

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill RJ Perez • funk, blues • 4pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND South3rn Turpike3 Broth3rz • variety •
7pm • $5 • 21+

SEASONS ROTISSERIE & GRILL Silver String Band • Americana,
bluegrass, folk • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Sebastian Bach • hard rock • 8pm

MONDAY OCT 7
CANTEEN TAPROOM Brain Gang Trivia • 7pm • FREE • 18+

LAUNCHPAD Outlier • Bad Gateway • death metal, grindcore • Yucca •
indie • Gravework • 9pm

PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY Open Mic in a Sober Space • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

TRACTOR BREWING COMPANY Old Time Jam • 7:30pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Star Wars Trivia • 7pm • FREE •
21+

COMEDY
RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY OG Monday: A Comedy Open
Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

TUESDAY OCT 8
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Open Mic with
Spiral Pilots • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Nostalgia
Blue • variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Motionless in White • metal • 7pm

HOLLOW SPIRITS DISTILLING Mariachi Trio • Spanish, Latin • 7pm •
21+

LAUNCHPAD ¡Mayday! • hip-hop, rap • 8pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Bring Your Own Vinyl • 6pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 8pm •
FREE • 21+

TRAIL RIDER PIZZA, Cedar Crest Let Love Grow Live Music •
variety • Bob Grey • More Love Monday • Jim Kono • variety • 6pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

WEDNESDAY OCT 9
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Music with Mike •
variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Spiral Pilots • classic rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Chris
Ravin • rock ’n’ roll • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • 18+

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER X Ambassadors • Bear Hands • post-
punk, indie • LPX • 7:30pm

LAUNCHPAD William Clark Green • country • 8pm

SISTER Acid King • doom metal, stoner • 8pm • $15-$25

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Whiskey Wednesday • The Sarah
Rowe Band • country • 5pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY
RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Casual Wednesdays
Open Mic • Royal Wood • Kevin Baca • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

MUSIC

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL Last Call • swing, jazz, soul, blues,
R&B • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

STONE FACE TAVERN Todd Tijerina Trio • blues, dance, roots, rock •
8:30pm • FREE • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Danny Duncan • pop, alt.rock • 8pm

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY RJ Perez • funk, blues • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING COMPANY Ryan Biter • singer-songwriter •
5pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Grace Askew • blues,
Americana • Gato Malo • folk, rock • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE DJ Ill Audia • hip-hop • 6pm •
FREE • 21+

URBAN 360 PIZZA GRILL AND TAP HOUSE Reverend E and the
Vagrants • rock, country, blues • 8pm • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho January Storm •
classic rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Desert Southwest Blues Band • blues, acoustic • 8pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Reverend
E and the Vagrants • rock, country, blues • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

D. H. LESCOMBES WINERY AND BISTRO Swag Band • jazz, blues,
Motown • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON William Michael Morgan • country • 6pm

INSIDE OUT Keith Kavula And The Withdrawals • variety • 8pm •
DJ Buddhafunk • hip-hop, experimental, neo-soul • 10:30pm

LAUNCHPAD Unicorn Productions Presents: Dark Night Delights •
Holly Rebelle • burlesque • Julian Addams • 8pm • $10-$25 • 21+

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Mike Butterfield and the 10 O’clock Blues •
blues, rock • 1pm • FREE • 21+
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TUESDAY OCT 8
SUNSHINE THEATER Cigarettes After Sex • dream pop, shoegaze • 8pm

CALENDARS

SATURDAY OCT 5
LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO Stone

Temple Pilots • alt.rock • 8pm

COMEDY
KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY The Brewery Comedy Tour •
stand-up comedy • 8:30pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK First Fridays Comedy Contest •
stand-up comedy • 9pm • FREE • 21+

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Headliners 505
Comedy Presents Friday Night Fools • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm •
$10 • 18+

SATURDAY OCT 5
BACKSTREET GRILL Gustavo Pimentel • Spanish jazz, flamenco,
classical • 6pm • ALL-AGES!

O’HARE’S GRILLE & PUB, Rio Rancho Brain Gang Trivia • 8:30pm •
FREE • 18+

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Gato Music Fest • Felix y los
Gatos • Americana, blues, rock, Creole • The Rudy Boy Experiment •
rock, blues • C.W. Ayon • ALL-AGES!

SAVOY BAR AND GRILL Rebecca Arscott and One Heart Fyah •
reggae, soul • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SEARED Dave Friedlander • jazz, bop • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SKIDMORE’S HOLIDAY BOWL Flashback • rock, oldies • 6pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

SATURDAY OCT 5
THE STAGE AT SANTA ANA STAR CASINO, Bernalillo

Doug Benson • stand-up comedy • 4:20pm
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What got you interested in hot air

ballooning?

Twenty-three years ago, I started crewing for
balloons, just volunteering. I loved the
experience so much I ended up buying my
own balloon and getting a private pilot’s
license.

Could you give our readers an idea of

what a day looks like for you during the

yearly fiesta?

This will be my 20th Balloon Fiesta [as a
pilot]. I get up about 4 in the morning. I get
to the meeting place around 5 and we have
a briefing at about 6 with all the other
pilots. Then we fly until about 10 in the
morning. Afterwards, we have breakfast and
hang out and have fun for the rest of the
day.

How many people does it take to crew a

balloon like yours?

The one we typically fly, we have between
two and four people on the crew.

Does all of this make you feel like

Balloon Fiesta is an essential part of the

Albuquerque experience?

I think that Balloon Fiesta is a huge part of
Albuquerque culture. It’s significant. I

FEATURE | BALLOON FIESTA

BY AUGUST MARCH

H
ere at Weekly Alibi, we are going to do
with the Albuquerque International
Balloon Fiesta what we do every year

with this local and international early
autumn ritual: We are going to do our
utmost to convince you to get up very early
in the morning.

Further, we’re going to ask that, for just
nine candy-colored, flight-filled days and
nights, you change your breakfast habits a
bit. From now until the end of the Fiesta,
Breakfast will happen at 10am and include
at least one breakfast burrito stuffed with
local goodness and accompanied by a glass
of bubbling, dry wine. Champagne will do.

Finally, we’re going to ask you the same
question posed by Jimmy Webb himself.
That goes something like this: “Would you
like to ride in my beautiful balloon?”

Of course we don’t have a balloon over
here at Alibi HQ. But we know someone
who does. His name is Buzz and he operates
a local business called Hot Air Balloonatics.
He’s a commercial pilot with over 20 years
of experience and hundreds of hours of
flight time.

We asked him to let us in on the secret
of The Albuquerque International Balloon
Fiesta, and this is what he told us.

Weekly Alibi: Hello, is this Buzz from

the Hot Air Balloonatics?

Buzz Biernacki: Yes, I’m with the Hot Air
Balloonatics.

How did you come up with that name?

Truthfully, I liked the name because I am a
balloonatic! I wanted a name that came up
quickly when people [in Albuquerque] were
looking for a ride.

What does it take to be a balloonatic?

You have to be obsessed with balloons. I’m a
commercial pilot for balloons, That means I
had to go through the FAA process to get
my pilot’s license. To get a commercial
license, most people have been flying for
about a year before they apply.

What’s the difference between a private

license to fly balloons and a commercial

license?

The amount of time you’ve spent in a
balloon, the technical proficiency required
of the pilot. With a commercial license, you
can charge people for taking them up.

How many flight hours have you

logged?

Right now, about 700.

Have you ever had a balloon experience

you would judge as challenging or even

dangerous?

No not really. We’ve had some windy
landings, but the training and practice we
undergo, you can eliminate a lot of issues.
With regards to the wind, we’re very
conservative. If the weather is not good, we
will not fly. We do our best to minimize the
risk to our pilots, crews and clients.

What’s the secret to being a successful

hot air balloonist?

I think that being focused and paying
attention to what’s going on in the air with
balloons all around you, anticipating what
they may do. Those are key to flying
successfully.

What should patrons and visitors to the

Balloon Fiesta do to make the most of

their experience?

This sounds kind of weird to say, but I think
the first time they see a mass ascension of all
the balloons, they should put their cameras
down and focus on the amazing beauty all
around them. Trying to capture that on your
camera—I see a lot of people that experience
the whole Fiesta through their camera lens—
just doesn’t work. The beauty of the overall
situation is overwhelming.

I like to write about that; how the overall

environment at the Fiesta—the effect of

having all those shapes and colors

floating en masse through the New

Mexico autumn sky—really is

breathtaking.

Film and video just can’t capture it all. After
the first day a visitor does that, they can then
focus on what makes the individual balloons
special—whether it’s a fantastic shape or a
balloon with a lot of color.

Why should someone who has never been

up in a balloon—like me for example—

take a ride?

It is amazing, how different the world looks
from 500 to 1000 feet in the air. Being able to
drift along while waving to people on the
ground, saying hello to school kids gathered
to see the balloons pass by—all of those
experiences are unforgettably satisfying. To be
able to look for miles and miles, up and down
the Rio Grande, to see the Sandias from an
exceptionally different angle than usual,
that’s very personally enriching. We fly over
the river a lot and it’s wondrous; you may
look down and see a gaggle of geese heading
south, just below you. The geese fly below the
balloons, absolutely oblivious to the fact
you’re floating 500 feet above them. It’s quiet
and peaceful. Ballooning is a blast. a

mean, we fly hot air balloons year-round
commercially. We have riders from all over
the world who’ve heard of the Albuquerque
International Balloon Fiesta. They get very
excited at the thought of seeing more than
650 or 700 balloons flying through the air.

What’s the most notable or memorable

experience you’ve had with hot air

balloons?

I won the pole grab one time. I pulled out an
envelope that had a $10,000 watch in it.

That takes a lot of skill, navigating a

balloon within arms length of a 2-inch

diameter pole, that’s a really small

target, que no?

Yes all of that and a bit of luck!

Is your involvement with the Balloon

Fiesta a lifelong thing for you, Buzz?

It gives me a lot of joy. I absolutely love it.
When my wife and I go on vacation, I’ll
always check out the local balloonists, say hi
and introduce myself. I ask then what they’re
doing and check to see if they’re doing
anything that might be better than what
we’re doing. I love meeting balloonists from
all over the world; that’s part of the joy of the
Fiesta.

The Hot Air Balloonatics
A Chat With Balloon Man Buzz Biernacki

HOT AIR BALLOONATICS
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T
hose who do not learn from history are
doomed to repeat it: It’s a phrase so oft-
reiterated that it’s gone from wise maxim to

tired cliché. And yet, it proves true over and
over again. Take, by way of example, the protest
movement of the Vietnam era. In the late ’60s,
a vocal, youth-driven, counterculture
opposition rose up against our government and
its clandestine military policies during the
Vietnam War. Contrast/compare that to the
United States of America, circa 2019. Once
again we find ourselves a divided nation, locked
in multiple overseas conflicts, saddled with a
president under threat of impeachment and
facing a rising tide of protests (political,
environmental, economic and otherwise).
What lessons can be gleaned by casting our
collective memory back half a century?

It’s a question that comes vividly to life
watching The War at Home, a documentary co-
produced and co-directed by Glenn Silber and
Barry Alexander Brown and first released in
1979. Silber was a student at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in the late ’60s. At the
time the campus was a hotbed of student
activism and political protest. But UW-
Madison became a national flashpoint on Aug.
24, 1970 when a bomb exploded near the
school’s Army Math Research Center, killing a
postdoctoral researcher in the school’s physics
department. Students Karleton Armstrong,
Dwight Armstrong and David Fine were
eventually arrested and sentenced for the crime.
The War at Home lays out, in chronological
order, the events surrounding Madison’s history
of student protest and its descent into more
violent resistance. A wealth of news footage
from the time lays it all out clearly and vividly.
And much of it—from the lazy obfuscation of
government officials to the complicity of the
mainstream media to the frustrations of the
young people whose futures are most on the
line—feels uncomfortably relevant to today’s
America. Silber and Brown’s film went on to
win the Special Jury Prize at the Sundance Film
Festival and to be nominated for an Academy
Award for Best Documentary.

Silber, who now lives in Santa Fe, recently
dug up the original 16mm negatives of his film
and decided it was time for a digital restoration.
Late last year the upgraded version—funded
largely by a successful Kickstarter campaign—
premiered at the New York Film Festival. It’s
been playing select engagements around the
country since then and hits Albuquerque’s
Guild Cinema this Friday, Oct. 4.

Silber, who went on to receive another
Oscar nod (for 1981’s El Salvador: Another

Vietnam) and three Emmy nominations (for his

work as a network TV newsmagazine producer),
is going to be present at all of the Guild Cinema
screenings (Friday and Saturday, 7:45pm;
Sunday, 12:30pm) to speak about his film and
his history with the antiwar movement.
Sunday’s screening also serves as a benefit for
Climate Strike ABQ.
Alibi took the opportunity to chat with Silber
about his film and its history.

Weekly Alibi: You attended college in

Madison during this time period. What

were you like at the time, and what was

the university like at the time?

Glenn Silber: I enrolled as a freshman at the
UW-Madison in the Fall of 1968. I came from a
sheltered New Jersey suburb and knew next to
nothing about the war in Vietnam, even though
there were 545,000 US troops there by that
time.

My parents and sister drove me out there
and we were all blown away by this beautiful
Big 10 college campus. Mom and Dad dropped
me off and told me to go “get a good
education.”

The very next day, the Wisconsin Draft
Resistance Union slipped a leaflet under my
dorm room inviting me to come to a meeting in
the dorm to learn about the draft. My political
education was about to begin.

By the fall of ’68, the UW-Madison already
had a sizable antiwar movement. I didn’t know
much about that when I applied, but would
learn about it soon enough. It was quickly
becoming a very “political” campus.

How close were you to the protest

movements that were happening?

During my first year at the UW, I wasn’t very
involved. I was still a naive 18-year-old,
adjusting to the freedom and campus culture at
the UW: I had a nice girlfriend, started smoking
pot, immersed myself in what we now call
“Classic Rock,” was studying Film 101 and
started learning about the war. The big political
action at the UW that year was the Black
Student Strike. The National Guard was called
in. I got somewhat involved, but it was also a
pretty confusing time for me.

When did you decide to make a movie

about this specific time/place?

By the time I graduated the UW in 1972, I had
become more politicized as the war in Vietnam
ground on and on, literally killing millions of
Vietnamese. Upon graduation, I decided I was
not interested in becoming a lawyer like
everyone else in my family. I’d been making
16mm films at the UW and committed to
becoming a documentary filmmaker. 

My stated, somewhat joking, goal in life at
that point was “to save the world making epic
documentaries.” In 1975, as the war in Vietnam
was finally ending, I reflected on my years in
Madison—and how many of the dramatic
events in the Madison Antiwar movement—
many of which you see in the film—had
unfolded. I knew it was a great story that had to
be told on film. And I wasn’t going to wait
around for someone else to do it. This was our
story—and I wanted to show how all those
years of struggle against the war did make a

The War at Home
Filmmaker Glenn Silber’s Vietnam era protest documentary 

returns with scary relevance

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Up, Up and Away
The Albuquerque Film & Music Experience may
be over for 2019, but the festival’s partnership
with the New Mexico Museum of Natural History
& Science Foundation continues this Friday,
Oct. 4, with a screening of Pixar’s beloved
animated adventure tale Up. Showing up just in
time for Albuquerque’s annual International
Balloon Fiesta, the 2009 film tells the story of
an elderly widower who goes on one last
adventure, tying a bunch of balloons to his house
and flying off to a faraway, South American
plateau. The film screens in the NMMNH’s
DynaTheater (1801 Mountain Road NW)
starting at 7pm. Tickets are $10 general
admission or $7.50 for AFME sponsors and
museum foundation members. You can get
tickets in advance by going to
abqfilmx.com/afmx-film-series-2019.

Glow in the Dark
Learn your atomic history at the National
Museum of Nuclear Science & History with
“Nuclear After Dark” this Friday, Oct. 4. On the
evening in question, the museum welcomes
visitors with live music (from Jo Aragon and the
Mean Street Band), beer (from Bombs Away
Beer Company), a selection of food trucks and a
screening of History Channel’s 45-minute
“Modern Marvels” documentary about the
Manhattan Project. Doors open at 5:30pm,
giving visitors time to explore the museum’s
many exhibits. The movie begins at dusk and
takes place outside, under the wings of the
airplanes in the museum’s Heritage Park. This
special event is $15 per person and $10 for
museum members. To snag tickets in advance, go
to nuclearmuseum.org/visit/events/nuclear-
after-hours. The NMNS&H is located at 601
Eubank Blvd. SE.

Change Is Gonna Come
Mayor Tim Keller in partnership with PegaWhale
Storytellers present the premiere of Sudden
Change: A New Mexico Documentary at the
KiMo Theatre on Friday and Saturday, Oct. 4
and 5 starting at 7pm. Sudden Change is a 65-
minute documentary pilot (for a proposed seven-
part documentary series) that uses “intimate
storytelling and filmmaking” to unearth
narratives exploring “the rich diversity and
resilience of New Mexico and its people.” The
documentary centers on the New Mexico
Gladiators indoor football team, its strong-willed
female owner and the various stories of struggle
and triumph within the team’s diverse ranks.
Tickets are $50 per person and include
reception, hors d’oeuvres, drinks, the film
screening and a “cast meet and greet.” You can
purchase them in advance through
kimotickets.com.

Fiesta of Balloons
If you just can’t get enough of balloons this time
of year, you might want to swing by the KiMo
Theatre this Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
Oct. 7, 8 and 9. The City of Albuquerque is
screening a feature-length documentary by Emi
Tatayama called Wind Riders. The film presents
the “poignant and inspiring” stories of three
American balloonists—a solo hot-air balloon pilot
and a pair of gas-balloon champions—who
dedicate their lives to their high-flying sport.
Screenings start at 7pm each night. Monday
night tickets are $15 and include a Q&A with
filmmakers and cast. Tuesday and Wednesday
tickets are $12 and can be purchased in advance
at kimotickets.com. a

The War At Home
Film Screening Friday and Saturday, 

Oct. 4 and 5, 7:45pm, and Sunday, Oct. 6, 12:30pm
Guild Cinema, 3405 Central Ave. NE

COURTESY OF CATALYST MEDIA
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difference. It had also transformed me from the
naive 18-year-old who’d arrived at the UW and
was a totally different young adult—with a plan
to make an important film about this period in
our lives.

I didn’t want to go to NYC or LA to start a
film career by being someone’s assistant, so I
stayed in Madison and made a commitment to
make what turned out to be, 4 1/2 years later,
The War at Home.

In the early/mid-’70s, a lot of these

student protesters were still seen as

villains by mainstream America. How did

you view them at the time, and how did

your perspective change in making the

movie?

I don’t agree with your supposition that student
protesters were seen as “villains” by the mid-
’70s. I felt very good about being a very small
part of the Antiwar Movement. We helped stop
an unjust war that killed millions, including
58,000 American troops. But my perspective
did change once we committed to researching
the ’60s and ’70s and seeing how the Madison
Antiwar Movement started so small in 1963,
and how the most committed organizers played
a critical role in terms of helping people like me
develop a political consciousness that,
ultimately, would transform our lives at the
time.

What effect do you think these protesters

and their actions had on the war itself and

on the post-war narrative?

There’s no doubt in my mind that the Antiwar
Movement in places like Madison and hundreds
of other colleges around the US played a critical
role in building a movement that eventually
became a majority movement against the war. 

Things in the ’60s started slowly, then were
speeding up in reaction to the escalation of the
war. Radical change was in the air. Still it didn’t
happen overnight and people tried all kinds of
tactics; e.g. from supporting Gene McCarthy
running as a single-issue, antiwar candidate for
President, to more violent forms of Resistance
that backfired. The Antiwar Movement was
absolutely desperate to stop the war. 

I think the postwar narrative is simply that
the Antiwar Movement was right. The war in
Vietnam was not just a “tragic mistake” as it was
often portrayed. If you study the way it was
prosecuted by Secretary of Defense [Robert]
McNamara, Presidents Johnson and Nixon—
with horrific chemical defoliants like napalm
and agent orange, with tens of millions of
bombs dropped by B-52s and antipersonnel
weapons, against a peasant population—it
became a criminal enterprise.

The Antiwar Movement, both in the streets
here at home—and in the Army in Vietnam—
made the political cost of continuing the war
untenable, which is probably why Johnson was
unwilling to give General William
Westmoreland permission to move atomic
weapons into Vietnam when he requested them
in 1968. It took the US public several years to
realize we could never win in Vietnam. The war
polarized the nation as much or more as it is
today. But we were right to resist the war in
Vietnam and help bring it to an end.

Obviously, there are a number of

similarities between the late-’60/early-

’70 and today’s political climate. What do

you think the lessons to be learned from

this earlier time are?

I think the lessons of the 1960s and ’70s are to
show the kind of commitment it takes to build a
political Resistance Movement, which is
something that takes many years, whether
you’re trying to stop an unjust war or trying to
wake the nation up to the harsh realities of the
Climate Crisis—which has, like the Vietnam
War, escalated fast and is also going to take a
mass movement to transform our dependence
on dirty energy. Like the war, what’s needed is
education, commitment and a lot of organizing
to build a moral movement to save the planet
and up to a million species that are facing
extinction because of it. I was part of the
organizing for Climate Strike 9/20 in Santa Fe.
And I was somewhat encouraged by it; but
what’s been missing is the kind of smart,
nonviolent civil disobedience and direct action
that became the hallmark of the Civil Rights
and Antiwar Movement. We’re facing an
intractable enemy (i.e. the fossil fuel industry).
Short term gain by the fossil fuel industry has
put short term greed over a sustainable future.
They’re poisoning the planet and they have to
be stopped. That’s going to take a mass
movement.

Do you see similarities between the

radical organizations of the ’60s and the

political protest groups of today (like

ANTIFA)?

I was never a fan of groups like the Weather
Underground. I thought they were super
committed but were never going to overthrow
the US military. I don’t know anything about
ANTIFA or their tactics, but my impression
based on what happened in Charlottesville is
that they are a courageous group of young
people who took a stand against Neo-Nazis, and
the Charlottesville police allowed things to get
out of hand. But in a post-9/11 world, I don’t
think resorting to violence is an option. It just
triggers repression.

What made you want to restore and re-

screen this film 40 years after its release?

I decided to restore The War at Home from its
old 16mm film origins to a new 4K Digital
Cinema Package because after Trump somehow
got elected—and the Resistance picked up
quickly—I could see that we were entering
another phase of “the war at home”—and was
pleasantly surprised by how relevant the film
Barry Alexander Brown and I co-produced
exactly 40 years ago, is again. When you see the
film today, it’s amazing how many of the tactics
and strategies used to build a mass movement
can be employed to fight back against an
autocratic, evil president like Trump and his
corrupt administration. And I think it’s good to
be reminded that we’ve been in very dark
places, politically, before. And that when
millions of people become educated, organized
and committed we can—and will—win, and
take back our Democracy before it’s too late. a

FILM | FILM INTERVIEW
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by Stephen King and Joe Hill about a brother
and sister (Patrick Wilson and Natalie
Wilson—oddly unrelated) who pursue a cry
for help into a field of grass in rural Kansas
and soon realize there’s no way out.

“Haunted Salem: Live” (Travel Channel
6pm) Unwilling to wait until Halloween
Eve like normal, Travel Channel assembles
a team of “paranormal all-stars”
(including Jack Osbourne, so you know
it’s legit) to wander around Salem, Mass.
and look for ghosts for four hours.

“Wicked Woods: A Descendants
Halloween Story” (Disney 8pm) Mere
months after premiering the third movie in
its Descendants series, Disney drops a
CGI animated holiday special. The
previous films definitively answered the
question: What if Disney’s greatest villains
had teenage kids, and those kids all
dressed like they were in a JRPG? Now we
have an answer to the question: What if

Disney’s greatest villains had teenage
kids, and those kids all dressed like
they were in a JRPG and were played
by Bratz Dolls?

“Freakshow Cakes” (Cooking 9pm)
According to cable TV, you can never
have too many scary dessert
competitions during the month of
October.

SATURDAY 5

“31 Nights of Halloween Fan Fest”
(Freeform 6pm) Vanessa Hudgens
and Jordan Fisher host this all-star
party celebrating the assorted
Halloween standbys (Hocus Pocus,
The Addams Family, Ghostbusters) the
network is airing throughout October.
Christina Aguilera sings. Ray Parker Jr.
and Dan Aykroyd stop by to celebrate
the 35th anniversary of Ghostbusters.

SUNDAY 6

“Haunted Gingerbread Showdown”
(Food 6pm) See Saturday 4 listing (in
re: “Freakshow Cakes”) for context.

THURSDAY 3

“Chasing the Sun” (Ovation 5pm)
Ovation’s new travel series follows
“adventure-seeker, former pro surfer and
international model” (I think I hate him
already) Stephen Jake Friedman as he
travels the world meeting people and
digging some tasty waves.

“The Holzer Files” (Travel Channel 8pm)
Travel Channel’s “Ghostober” (their word,
not mine) kicks off by sending a
paranormal investigator, a psychic
medium, an equipment expert and a
researcher to dust off and dig into the
old files of “America’s first ghost hunter,”
Dr. Hans Holzer.

FRIDAY 5

In the Tall Grass (Netflix streaming
anytime) Netflix adapts the horror novella

What’s a Quibi?
Streaming for Millennials

A
iming for “the quality of HBO”
combined with “the convenience of
Spotify,” the billion dollar mobile

platform streaming service Quibi hopes to
deliver streaming movies and TV shows to
today’s ADD-addled Millennial audiences.
But with dozens of specialty streaming
services here now (from Netflix to Hulu to
CBS All Access) and dozens more on the
way (from Disney+ to Apple TV+ to
WarnerMedia Streaming), will iPhone-
worshipping, TV-shunning youths actually
pay to play?

Quibi is a the brainchild of Hollywood
film vet Jeffrey Katzenberg (former Disney
chairman) and tech executive Meg
Whitman (former president of Hewlett
Packard). And who better to know the
tastes of modern-day tweens, teens and
twentysomethings than a couple of
sixtysomething CEOs? 

Quibi, you see, stands for “quick bites.”
The idea is to produce brand-new,
premium-quality content by famed
directors like Steven Spielberg, Sam
Raimi, Antoine Fuqua and Catherine
Hardwicke and present them in short, easy-
to-digest chunks—no more than 10
minutes at a time, the perceived attention
span of people born after the mid-’90s. The
content won’t be available on TV sets
(sooo, 1980s). Instead, Quibi will be
distributed through a new mobile app for
viewing on mobile phones.

“We’re not Facebook Watch. We’re not
Snapchat, We’re not Instagram TV. We’re
not YouTube,” Whitman told The Los
Angeles Times in a recent interview.
Except, of course, that they are. “The kids”
have already chosen their allies in the
battle for pop cultural attention. Because
of mobile video, the amount of time teens

spend watching TV has decreased 40
percent in the last few years. Young people
would much rather watch Hannah
Stocking talk about mascara on their
smartphone for 10 minutes than sit
through an entire 30-minute episode of
“The Good Place” on NBC. Whether the
founders are billing it this way or not,
Quibi will basically be home to the world’s
most expensive web series.

At the end of the day, Katzenberg and
Whitman just want a slice of that sweet,
sweet Millennial demographic pie. And

they’re not alone. Quibi raised eyebrows in
the business world last year when they
pulled in a billion dollars in financing
from Disney, WarnerMedia and other
major studios (who, keep in mind, are still
dumping billions into their own exclusive
streaming services). 

Quibi is expected to charge about $5 a
month with ads and $8 a month without
ads when it launches in April of 2020.
Companies such as Google, Walmart and
Procter & Gamble have already signed on
as advertisers, dumping $150 million into

“Batwoman” (KWBQ-19 7pm) DC Comics’
modern revamp of Batwoman heads to
the CW with Ruby Rose (“Orange Is the
New Black”) in the title role, left
defending Gotham City after the Dark
Knight Detective vanishes.

“Kids Say the Darndest Things” (KOAT-7
7pm) Back when Art Linklater came up
with this idea for radio (and later
television) back in 1945, putting kids in
front of a camera was a novel idea. But
today’s pre-millennial youth have
cameras attached to their phones and
millions of YouTube followers. They’re way
more media-savvy than you, Oldie
McOlderson.

MONDAY 7

“Retro Report on PBS” (KNME-5 8pm)
PBS wisely (though perhaps in vain)
combines news and history, connecting
today’s headlines to the past.

“Genndy Tartakovsky’s Primal” (Cartoon
Network 1am) The Russian-American
animator (of “Dexter’s Laboratory” and
“Samurai Jack” fame) returns with this
violent, five-episode miniseries about a

SLOTH
caveman at the dawn of evolution who
forms an unlikely friendship with an
almost-extinct dinosaur. This graphic tale
of prehistoric survival unfolds sans
dialogue.

TUESDAY 8

The Gift: The Journey of Johnny Cash
(YouTube Premium streaming anytime)
Hot on the heels of Ken Burns’ PBS-
produced examination of the history of
country music, YouTube premieres this
documentary focusing on the Man in
Black himself.

WEDNESDAY 9

“Rhythm + Flow” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Netflix gets into the singing
competition biz with this rap-based
version of “X Factor” hosted by Chance
the Rapper, Cardi B and T.I.

“Nancy Drew” (KWBQ-19 8pm) WB
brought sexy modern mystery to Archie
Comics with “Riverdale,” so why not do
the same to 89-year-old teen crimesolver
Nancy Drew? a

Quibi’s coffers. The ads will appear as
unskippable 6-, 10- and 15-second blips
before Quibi videos (assuming you aren’t
forking out the extra $3 a month).
Between the major Hollywood studio
support and the Madison Avenue vote of
confidence, Quibi has the dough to lure
some big-time movie industry talent.

Katzenberg and Whitman are promising
“7,000 pieces of content” in the service’s
first year. That sounds like a lot. But keep
in mind, most of that content will only be
a few minutes in length. So “binge
watching” an entire series is something
you might be able to knock out while
standing in line at Starbucks waiting for
your chai creme frappuccino blended
creme. So what can today’s media-addicted
18-to-35-year-olds expect to see on Quibi
when it debuts next year? “Spielberg’s
After Dark” is a scary anthology series that
will be available for streaming exclusively
at night. Veena Sud, the showrunner for
AMC’s dark crime drama “The Killing,” is
developing a 10-minute series called “The
Stranger”—about a ride-share driver who
picks up a killer. Evidently, you can watch
it in either “vertical” or “horizontal”
orientation. Another series that caught
the internet’s attention recently is Quibi’s
proposed “Murder House Flip.” It’s a
reality show that will have renovation
experts (and spiritual healers) making over
infamous homes that were the scenes of
morbid crimes.

While Quibi’s content sounds like a
bunch of tried-and-true Hollywood ideas,
perhaps vertical TV shows, 10-minute
movies and exclusive ringtones
announcing new episodes (another
promised Quibi innovation) are enough to
lure fickle Millennials to spend even more
of their waking hours staring at their
smartphones. a
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demic parents’ Italian villa for the summer. Twen-
tysomething Oliver (Armie Hammer) is the Ado-
nis-like graduate student who shows up to push
papers for Elio’s dad. The two loll about the
pool, eating ripe fruit and glaring at each other
under hooded eyelids. After an hour or so of
that, Elio gets around to confessing that he
might be gay and might be attracted to Oliver.
Lots of walks through the picturesque Italian
countryside and a few incredibly academic de-
bates ensue. Also, some sex. A tiny bit anyway.
Reviewed in v27 i2. 132 minutes. R. (Opens Fri-
day 10/4 at SUB Theater)

Clue (1985)
This cult comedy-mystery is based on the popu-
lar board game of the same name. Eileen Bren-
nan, Tim Curry, Madeline Kahn, Christopher
Lloyd, Michael McKean, Lesley Ann Warren and
Martin Mull are just some of the lively characters
summoned to a strange mansion to puzzle out
who killed the owner. Three different endings
were shot, allowing viewers to experience several
different solutions to the crime. 94 minutes. PG.
(Opens Sunday 10/6 at Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque)

Ghostbusters (1984)
The classic 1984 supernatural comedy returns
to the big screen for its 35th anniversary. Feel
free to quote along (“It’s true, this man has no
penis.”) as Bill Murray, Dan Aykroyd, Harold
Ramis and Ernie Hudson zap ghosts and
demons in midtown Manhattan. 105 minutes.
PG. (Sunday 10/6 at Century Rio, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975)
It’s really just a wacky collection of absurd bits
featuring the members of Monty Python (Cleese,
Palin, Gilliam, Chapman, Idle and Jones)
dressed up in medieval outfits, acting out the
story of Arthur and his Knights of the Round
Table. But damned if this classic British comedy
isn’t a nonstop riot. It’s returning to theaters to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of “Monty
Python’s Flying Circus” (which hit the BBC on
Oct. 5, 1969) in a special “interactive” version
encouraging singing, dancing and quoting along.
90 minutes. PG. (Opens Friday 9/4 at Guild Cin-
ema)

The War at Home (1979)
Newly restored and timely as ever, Glenn Silber
& Barry Alexander Brown’s Oscar-nominated
documentary chronicles the rise of the antiwar
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Monos are a ritualistic group of teenage guerilla
bandits, stationed high up in the Andes. They
have a cow, an American hostage and a whole
bunch of guns. But when their radio equipment
is damaged, they are cut off from their (unseen
and unexplained) commanders. Very quickly the
(already chaotic) group devolves into interper-
sonal conflict and philosophical instability. In
English and Spanish with English subtitles. 102
minutes. R. (Opens Friday 10/4 at High Ridge)

S&M 2: Metallica and San Francisco
Symphony Together Again Live
James Hetfield, Lars Ulrich, Kirk Hammett and
Robert Trujillo of heavy metal legends Metallica
perform live with the San Francisco Symphony to
mark the 20th anniversary of their groundbreak-
ing S&M album from 1999. 150 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Wednesday 10/9 at Century Rio,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

War
According to producers, Hrithik Roshan (Krrish,
Doom 2) and Tiger Shroff (Baaghi, Student of
the Year 2) “push their bodies to the limit to pull
off never-before-seen, death-defying action
stunts that will keep you on the edge of your
seat.” The simple story follows an Indian soldier
who is assigned to eliminate his former mentor,
who has allegedly gone rogue. In Hindi with Eng-
lish subtitles. 154 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Wednesday 10/2 at Century 14 Downtown)

RETURNING
Beetlejuice (1988)
Tim Burton’s still extremely fun and stylish
spookshow comedy features Michael Keaton as
the nutty “bioexorcist” hired by a couple of re-
cently deceased ghosts (Alec Baldwin and
Geena Davis) to rid their happily haunted home
of some pesky new (living) owners (Catherine
O’Hara, Jeffrey Jones and Winona Ryder). 92
minutes. PG. (Opens Tuesday 10/8 at Flix Brew-
house)

Call Me By Your Name (2017)
Brit James Ivory (Howards End, Remains of the
Day, A Room With a View) adapts the book from
André Aciman, and Italian Luca Guadagnino (I
Am Love) directs this lush, louche and incredibly
languid coming-of-age love story. Teenage Elio
(Timothée Chalamet) is an upper-upper middle-
class Jewish-American kid lazing around his aca-

NEW
Before You Know It
Hannah Pearl Utt’s first feature is a comfortably
familiar dysfunctional family-centric indie dram-
edy. Stage manager Rachel (Utt, who writes, di-
rects and stars) still lives in her childhood
apartment—along with her off-kilter actress sis-
ter, eccentric playwright father and deadpan pre-
teen niece—above the tiny NYC theatre they own
and operate. Levelheaded Rachel is the only
thing standing between her family and utter
chaos. Then, in the wake of a sudden family
tragedy, Rachel and her sister learn their pre-
sumed-deceased mother is actually alive and
thriving as a soap-opera star. 98 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Sunday 10/6 at Guild Cinema)

A Faithful Man
Actor-director Louis Garrel creates an amusing
and self-conscious rumination of French New
Wave with this cinematic ménage à trois. Garrel
plays a handsome young journalist caught be-
tween two beautiful women (model/actress
Laetitia Casta and Johnny Depp offspring Lily-
Rose Depp). Things get (more) complicated
when it becomes clear that one of these women
is possibly a murderer and the other is probably
unstable. This short but sweet tale of love, sex,
death and adultery was penned by legendary
French writer Jean-Claude Carrière (The Discreet
Charm of the Bourgeoisie, The Phantom of Lib-
erty, The Unbearable Lightness of Being and
about 140 others). In French with English subti-
tles. 75 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Sunday 10/6
at Guild Cinema)

Joker
After Cesar Romero, Jack Nicholson, Mark
Hamill, Heath Ledger and Jared Leto put their
stamp on the character, moody method actor
Joaquin Phoenix tries DC’s iconic villain on for
size. This one swings pretty far afield of the tra-
ditional comic book origin stories, but writer-di-
rector Todd Phillips (Old School, The Hangover)
offers a distinctive, Martin Scorsese-esque vi-
sion of a failed comic being disenfranchised
from society and reinventing himself as an out-
sized supervillain for the ages. 121 minutes. R.
(Opens Thursday 10/3 at Century Rio, Century
14 Downtown, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood
Stadium 16, High Ridge, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Little Monsters
A washed-up musician, a teacher and a drunk
kids show host join forces to protect a group of
school kids on a field trip when hungry zombies
attack a petting zoo in Australia. This surprisingly
sweet-natured (but quite bloody) gore-comedy
from Down Under features the likes of Oscar
winner Lupita Nyong’o and Tony nominee Josh
Gad. The one-night-only screening is followed by
a live-stream Q&A with cast and crew. 93 min-
utes. R. (Opens Tuesday 10/8 at Century Rio,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Low Tide
Writer-director Kevin McMullin’s debut indie is a
escalating thriller about a group of knockabout
high school boys living in a beach town on the
Jersey Shore who spend their summer days
breaking into vacation homes and stealing valu-
ables. But when one of them uncovers a fortune
in gold coins, their friendship turns from uneasy
to untrustworthy to violent. 90 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Friday 10/4 at Guild Cinema)

Mister America
Tim Heidecker (of “Tim and Eric Awesome Show,
Great Job!” anti-comedy fame) writes and stars
(as “Tim Hiedecker”) in this uncomfortably hu-
mored mockumentary about an EDM concert
promoter who represents himself in court, gets
acquitted of murder charges and decides to run
for San Bernardino’s District Attorney’s office. 86
minutes. R. (Opens Wednesday 10/9 at Century
Rio, High Ridge)

Monos
Like some South American Lord of the Flies
crossed with Apocalypse Now, filmmaker Alejan-
dro Landes’ Colombian thriller gets violent, hal-
lucinatory and totally primal in the jungle. The

Joker

protest movement at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison during the Vietnam era. By combining
archival news footage and interviews with stu-
dents and campus officials who were there, the
film functions as both an eye-opening history
lesson and a prescient primer on how (and how
not) to protest our government. 100 minutes.
Unrated. (Opens Friday 10/4 at Guild Cinema)

STILL PLAYING
Abominable
DreamWorks Animation (How to Train Your
Dragon, Shrek, Kung Fu Panda) returns with a
cuddly, kid-centric fable about a young Shang-
hai teen (Chloe Bennet) who encounters a run-
away yeti on the roof of her apartment. With the
help of friends and neighbors, she vows to re-
turn the magical furry fellow to his home atop
Mount Everest. Naturally, they’re chased by an
evil industrialist (Eddie Izzard) up to no good.
97 minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown, Cen-
tury Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Ad Astra
Some 30 years after his father (Tommy Lee
Jones) goes missing in deep space, an astro-
naut (Brad Pitt) embarks on a dangerous mis-
sion across an unforgiving solar system to
uncover the truth behind dad’s doomed expedi-
tion and the secret that could be threatening
life on Earth. Director James Grey (Little
Odessa, The Yards, We Own The Night) steps up
to the big leagues, delivering a star-spanning
sci-fi saga, faintly inspired by Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness. The tone is like a downbeat 2001: A
Space Odyssey. Pitt narrates the entire film and
the narrative rarely ventures outside his head,
leaving the whole thing somewhat chilly and
distant. But it’s a smartly assembled (and tech-
nically stunning) thinkpiece, nonetheless. 122
minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, Cen-
tury Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12,
High Ridge)

Aladdin
Disney continues to crank out live-action re-
makes of its classic animated features. Here,

Film Capsules  continues on page 43 
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1992’s fantasy musical finds Will Smith replac-
ing Robin Williams as the wacky genie who
makes life better/crazier for a kindhearted
street urchin (Mena Massoud) in love with a
princess (Naomi Scott). Weirdly enough, Guy
Ritchie (Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels;
Snatch; RocknRolla; Sherlock Holmes) directs.
128 minutes. PG. (Movies West, Movies 8)

Angel Has Fallen
Odds are you only vaguely recall the generic
2013 action flick Olympus Has Fallen or its
even more forgettable 2016 sequel London Has
Fallen (both of which barely recovered their
budget at the box office). But if you’re an ab-
solute sucker for Tom Clancey-esque thrillers,
then you may be mildly excited to see Gerard
Butler reprise his role as tough Secret Service
Agent Mike Banning. For this “threequel,” our in-
trepid hero finds himself framed for an at-
tempted assassination on the president of the
United States (Morgan Freeman). Oh no! He’s
gotta go rogue to clear his name, just like Tom
Cruise in every installation of the Mission: Im-
possible series. 120 minutes. R. (Century Rio,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX)

The Angry Birds Movie 2
I don’t understand it myself, but evidently the
2016 computer-animated feature based on the
smartphone game your kid played the hell out
of back in 2010 needed a sequel. This time
around, the angry birds and their scheming pig
enemies must join forces in order to defeat …
eh, something. You don’t care. It might be
enough to shut your kids up for an hour and a
half, allowing the parental despair raging in your
sleepless brain to subside for a brief, shining
moment. That’s all that really matters, isn’t it?
Isn’t it? 96 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema)

Aquarela
Almost more meditation than movie, Russian
filmmaker Viktor Kossakovsky’s observational
documentary looks at water in all its earthly
forms. From the sprawling ice fields of Siberia
to the towering glaciers of Iceland to the hurri-
cane-tossed waters of the South Pacific to the
billowing clouds of the Brazilian rain forest,
Aquarela finds beauty and power in our planet’s
raw display of H20. There’s no narration, no
talking heads, no contextual grounding of any
kind. Still, this humid visual trip might give you
more respect for the clear liquid sloshing
around the bottom of that plastic Aquafina bot-
tle you bought at 7-Eleven. Reviewed in v28
i39. 89 minutes. PG. (High Ridge)

Brittany Runs a Marathon
Up-and-coming comic presence Jillian Bell (“Id-
iotsitter,” “Workaholics,” 22 Jump Street, Sword
of Trust) stars as an aimless young woman who
decides to make “positive changes” in her life
by training for the New York City Marathon. The
result is a comic crowd-pleaser laced with some
heartfelt, real-world drama. 104 minutes. R.
(Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Dora and the Lost City of Gold
The globe-hopping Nickelodeon kiddy cartoon
“Dora the Explorer” gets a live-action reboot. Is-
abela Moner (Transformers: The Last Knight)
stars as the inquisitive preteen who leads her
friends (including her talking monkey, voiced by
Danny Trejo) on a jungle adventure to locate her
missing parents. Benicio Del Toro is Swiper. I re-
peat: Oscar winner Benicio Del Toro is the evil
criminal fox, Swiper. 102 minutes. PG. (Century
Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, AMC Albu-
querque 12)

Downton Abbey
Fans of PBS’ fancy pants “Downton Abbey”
never really cared that hardly anything ever hap-
pened in the series—and when it did, it was ran-
dom melodrama, like blackmailing ex-wives
from nowhere or sudden car crashes. They were
into it for the dresses and the table settings.
So, for the hardcore historical fans, here’s some
more mellow adventures for the country estate-
dwelling Crawley clan and their various ser-
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COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607
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vants. It’s 1927 now and it seems that the King
and Queen of England are on their way to
Downton Abbey for a visit, putting everyone into
a tizzy. Evidently, there’s a royal assassin on the
loose, as well, but don’t expect a lot of Olympus
Has Fallen-style action. 122 minutes. PG. (Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, High Ridge)

Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbs & Shaw
Hollywood, evidently, can’t make Fast & Furious
movies at a fast and furious enough pace. So
here’s a “sidequel” with lawman Luke Hobbs
(Dwayne Johnson) and mercenary-for-hire Shaw
(Jason Statham) in some mismatched buddy
comedy action. The squabbling duo are reluc-
tantly paired up to fight a “cyber-genetically en-
hanced” villain (Idris Elba) with super powers.
Not that this series ever had much grounding in
reality, but it’s now officially become The
Avengers of car chase movies. 135 minutes.
PG-13. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Good Boys
How about an incredibly raunchy comedy star-
ring little kids? That’s different. Three “good”
sixth grade boys ditch school and embark on
their first disobedient adventure—which quickly
devolves into a wild romp involving stolen
drugs, angry teenage girls and one rager of a
party. Jacob Tremblay (Room), Keith L. Williams
(“The Last Man on Earth”) and Brady Noon
(“Boardwalk Empire”) are the three little
scamps getting into some seriously R-rated
trouble. 89 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Century 14 Downtown,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, AMC Albuquerque 12)

Hustlers
If you dug the viral New York Magazine article
“The Hustlers at Scores” by Jessica Pressler, you
might be interested in the feature film adapta-
tion starring Jennifer Lopez, Constance Wu, Julia
Stiles, Keke Palmer, Cardi B and Lizzo. The
ladies play a group of strippers in NYC who de-
cide to embezzle money from the stock traders
and CEOs who visit their club after the sex in-
dustry bottoms out during the late-2000s finan-
cial crisis. Writer-director Lorene Scafaria
(Seeking a Friend For the End of the World) has
crafted a crowd-pleasing workplace
dramedy/revenge fantasy, while headliner Jen-
nifer Lopez delivers a commanding performance
as the HBIC. 109 minutes. R. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, AMC Albuquerque 12)

It: Chapter Two
It’s been 27 years since the demonic clown
Pennywise haunted the kids of The Losers Club.
Now they’re all grown up (and played by the
likes of James McAvoy, Jessica Chastain and Bill
Hader) and lured back home to Derry, Maine to
exorcise the monster one final time. 169 min-
utes. R. (Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16, AMC Al-
buquerque 12)

Judy
Renée Zellwegger (Bridget Jones’s Diary,
Chicago) stars as musical icon Judy Garland
and does a pitch-perfect job (even singing her
own songs). The film picks up in the winter of
1968, as a drug-addicted and financially
strapped Garland arrives in London to perform
a series of sold-out concerts. It’s based on the
stageplay End of the Rainbow by Peter Quilter.
Little-known director Rupert Goold (True Story)
tries to break up the stagebound elements by
flashing back to Garland’s earlier showbiz days.
But these flashbacks (featuring different ac-
tresses) only detract from Zellwegger’s solid
performance. 118 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX, High Ridge)

Linda Ronstadt: The Sound of My Voice
Bonnie Raitt, Dolly Parton, Emmylou Harris,
Jackson Browne, Maria Muldaur, Don Henley,

David Geffen and Aaron Neville are among
those who drop by to sing the praises of iconic
vocalist Linda Ronstadt. Filmmakers Rob Ep-
stein and Jeffrey Friedman (The Celluloid Closet,
The Times of Har vey Milk, Howl) follow Ron-
stadt’s stunning voice from its start in the folk
music scene of the 1960s through pop stardom
in the ’70s to jazz standards and traditional
Mexican canciones in the ’80s. 95 minutes. PG-
13. (High Ridge)

The Lion King
Disney remakes its 1994 animated hit The Lion
King as a “live-action” film. Of course, since it’s
all done with CGI, none of it is actually live-ac-
tion. It’s just another cartoon, but with different
animation. The cast—now consisting of Donald
Glover, Beyoncé, Chiwitel Ejiofor, James Earl
Jones, Alfre Woodard, Keegan-Michael Key, Seth
Rogen and John Oliver—is mighty impressive.
But if you’ve seen the original, you’ve seen this
one. Pretty much shot-for-shot. How nostalgic
are you? 118 minutes. PG. (Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,
Century Rio)

Once Upon a Time … in Hollywood
Quentin Tarantino’s latest sprawling, multi-story-
line examination of time, place and people
heads to 1969 SoCal to track fading TV cowboy
Rick Dalton (Leonardo DiCaprio) and his best
friend/stunt double Cliff Booth (Brad Pitt) as
they navigate a rapidly changing Hollywood
landscape. Along the way, they cross paths with
various real-life pop cultural icons, from the fa-
mous (Bruce Lee) to the infamous (Charles
Manson). It’s a surprisingly mature, meditative
look at middle age, changing times and seismic
cultural forces—at least until the lurid, revision-
ist fantasia of an ending, which owes more than
a wink and a nod to Inglourious Basterds. 161
minutes. R. (Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,
Century 14 Downtown)

Overcomer
Alex Kendrick (Facing the Giants, Courageous,
War Room) writes, directs and stars in this “up-

lifting” family drama about a high school bas-
ketball coach named John Harrison whose team
faces an uncertain future after the town’s
largest manufacturing plant shuts down. Thanks
to the school’s shrinking staff and budget, John
is forced to coach cross-country. There he meets
Hannah Scott (Aryn Wright-Thompson), an un-
likely but inspirational runner who pushes her-
self to the limit. Spoiler alert: This is a
faith-based movie, so all troubles (economic,
sporting or otherwise) will be overcome thanks
to the power of prayer. 119 minutes. PG. (Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX)

The Peanut Butter Falcon
A young man with Down syndrome (Zack
Gottsagen) escapes from the Deep South retire-
ment home he’s been stuck in by clueless offi-
cials in hopes of joining a pro wresting school
run by his idol, the Salt Water Redneck (Thomas
Haden Church). He soon befriends an angry jerk
of a fisherman (he’s got a backstory, so it’s OK)
played by Shia LaBeouf. Naturally, the two travel
downriver on a raft, Huck and Finn style. Later
on, improbably, they’re joined by a pretty atten-
dant (Dakota Johnson) from the nursing home
and chased by a couple of evil crab fisherman
(played by Yelawolf and John Hawkes).
Gottsagen’s earnest performance is the heart
and soul of the film, and his disarming pres-
ence breaks LaBeouf of his worst method acting
habits. But viewing this well-intentioned road
movie as anything other than a feel-good fairy
tale exposes an awful lot of cliché plot beats
and schmaltzy sentiment. 93 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio, High Ridge)

Rambo: Last Blood
Sylvester Stallone (73 and counting) returns to
one of his most successful franchises. Seems
that ass-kicking Vietnam vet John Rambo has
retired to the nice, quiet life on a rural South-
western ranch. (Like that’s gonna last.) Unfortu-
nately (and somewhat inevitably, I’m afraid),
members of an evil Mexican drug cartel kidnaps
his young niece. Naturally, Rambo must tie on
the headband, strap on the weapons and travel
south of Donald Trump’s border wall for one last
blood-soaked revenge kick. 89 minutes. R.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12)

Roger Waters Us + Them
Pink Floyd founder/songwriter Roger Waters is
featured in this concert documentary, filmed in
Amsterdam on the European leg of his 2017 to
2018 Us + Them tour. 135 minutes. Unrated.
(Century Rio)

Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark
In the ’80s the monster-filled, short story-
jammed book series Scary Stories to Tell in the
Dark (written by Alvin Schwartz and illustrated
by Stephen Gammell) was a must-read for mid-
dle-school kids looking for some literary
shocks. Now, Mexican horror king Guillermo del
Toro produces (but does not direct) this loose
adaptation. The film is set in small town New
England where a group of young people investi-
gates the mystery of Sarah Bellows, a haunted
woman who wrote all of her twisted nightmares
into a book. And now all of those stories are
coming to life. (Which, if we’re being honest, is
kinda the plot to 2015’s Goosebumps adapta-
tion.) 111 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albu-
querque 12)

Sye Raa Narasimha Reddy 
This biographical action epic is based on the
life of the eponymous village chieftain and free-
dom fighter, who revolted against the atrocities
of the East India Company 10 years before the
Sepoy Mutiny (the Indian rebellion against the
British Crown in 1857, for those of us not up on
Indian history). Longtime Telugu star Chiranjeevi
(190 movies and counting!) headlines.
Screened in both Telugu with English subtitles
and Hindi with English subtitles versions. 150
minutes. Unrated. (Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Century 14 Downtown)

Film Capsules continued from page 40
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OK Grandpa
If Jesus Comes Back, Kill Him Again
(Self-released)

OK Grandpa’s blisteringly
short EP If Jesus Comes
Back, Kill Him Again is
reminiscent of a drunk night
out with friends spent
making music. Like the
friend at the party who is

actually a great musician—but maybe a little
tipsy—this album is strong on the guitar and
loose on the words. It all sounds a bit profound
and a little silly at once. Granted, this record is
from is a live session at a bar—and it is an EP
that predicts more to come. Here’s hoping we
see more of such deadly content, like the intro
track, “Dante Alighieri is a Lying Sack of Shit.”
This is a high school album meant for and made
by adults. So like that old friend who recorded
a CD and burned you a copy during your senior
year, keep this and love it for its nostalgic
sound. 

Nobody Particular
The Endangered Cowboy
(Self-released)

Enter the rabbit hole and
enjoy the alternative sonic
universe that is the indie
movie soundtrack The
Endangered Cowboy by
Nobody Particular. With life-
affirming quirk, this album

does a lot of buildup but somehow becomes a
bit of “A Slow Burn” without any lyrics. This
vocally mute quality makes each track the
perfect backdrop for an early aughts movie by
artsy director Sofia Coppola. Think, Lost in
Translation or Marie Antoinette and bang, you
are there! With high production values and a
deep moody mellowing tone, this is an album
for the fleeting joy only felt by actors like Bill
Murray, Kirsten Dunst and the lot of other
stars from the aforementioned indie movie
genre. Viva los lyrics on this album, particularly
for the song “Smoking in a Heatwave.” The
title says it all.

The High Desert
Playboys
Country Songs for Your Trip To Mars
(Self-released)

What if we made it to Mars?
What would you listen to
along the way? Well if you
listen to The High Desert
Playboys’ new album,
Country Songs for Your Trip
to Mars, you found the

perfect album—it’s like a soundtrack prelude to
The Martian Chronicles. This is definitive
country for space. Songs like “The Night that
the City Hall Burned” and “Sir Lawrence of
New Mexico” exemplify longing, woe and the
unfathomable excitement we all harbor for the
wilds of the West—and the darkness of the
great beyond. Imagine yourself as that first
astronaut who brought along that old country
album and an even older book for the trip. Who
knows? You might be listening to an album by a
band from Albuquerque that that once dreamt
of Mars. a
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Ryan, Isaac and
Their Friends

Making Jazz and Soul Count

MUSIC | INTERVIEW

Among them is up-and-coming guitarist
Isaac Aragon, who also presides over a funky
ensemble known as The Healing. This funky
septet includes Montaño on trumpet. The
band makes music that has a deep, easy-to-
grok groove and Aragon says he’s making
music that heals. A couple of summers ago, he
told the Taos News that his message “is a
message of love, tolerance, understanding and
peace.”

It’s also a message about excellent musical
skills that instantly connect with listeners
seeking melodic fulfillment as well as spiritual
release and a damn fine reason to dance.

While Aragon builds on a busy career as an
arbiter of musical culture in The Land of
Enchantment, Montaño continues to define
success for working Burqueño musicians. Since
Weekly Alibi last chatted with the multi-
talented trumpeter, songwriter and
photographer, he’s continued to expand his
artistic reach, working as a musical arranger
and actor, too.

To get a better idea of what might happen
when these two astronomical bodies find
themselves committed to similar vectors—
with the possibility of some grand musical
collision clearly and somewhat dangerously
possible—we asked Ryan and Isaac to come by
Weekly Alibi HQ for a chat. I wanted to know

BY AUGUST MARCH

W
eekly Alibi came up with the following
topic sentences while thinking about the
super awesome Balloon Fiesta sponsored

musical extravaganza coming up on Thursday,
Oct. 10 at early October’s center of the
universe: The big grassy field adjacent to
Balloon Fiesta Park.

How about these: The air is filled with
more than shapes. There are sounds of all sorts
to experience at the Albuquerque
International Balloon Fiesta. Such sentences
would be glorious fodder for floating through
the conversations that such sensory diversions
might engender.

But we’re mostly concerned with the
sounds of music and not the unseen, pre-
Halloween, gloriously ghostly presences—that
sound just like hot air gushing from a steamy
metal orifice into a huge vinyl envelope—of
the surrounding environment, noises that are
ubiquitously hiding in the nighttime shadows
of every blessed balloon glow ever held. 

And so the music that we’re concerned
about in this feature is a concert that stars
local trumpeter—and de facto band leader—
Ryan Montaño and a band of some of Burque’s
best players from the jazz, blues and soul
communities.

Ryan Montaño COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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categorize mine. But we pull from the same
spirit. I mean it’s the same spirit of jazz and
blues and R&B—all traditions—working
together toward a singular sound. So we can
use the same bass player, we can use the same
drummer. And then, Ryan can come in with
the killer arrangements. If you’ve heard my
single “God Bless America,” you might have
noticed that Ryan arranged the horns on that.
So it’s like we’re doing separate projects but
they’re both coming from the same vein.

That’s very cool.
We can do shows like this and it’s not like
switch gears. We’re all adding to one another.

Ryan, tell me about the musicians who are

going to be performing with you all.

Ryan: Of course me and Isaac are the
headliners. We’re being backed up by Artha
Meadors on the bass, Paul Palmer III on
drums, Dee Brown on keys, Claudio
Toulouse—who is a fantastic solo artist in his
own right—is going to be playing guitar. We
also have a horn section with Ziggy Garcia on
trumpet. And then I have a friend outta
Denver, Elijah Samuels, who will be playing
saxophone. The other cool thing—to
extrapolate from what Isaac just said—is that
the players that we hired, they all have,
they’re all based in the tradition of soul or
R&B or jazz. There is a lot of versatility in our
set. We can go from a hard rock number like
“Baptized by the Rain” to a tune like “Just the
Two of Us” and then follow up with one of my

MUSIC | INTERVIEW

what it was like, headed toward a jam session
amidst October’s balloons, a concert that
should definitely and colorfully respond to that
topic sentence we created earlier. You know,
the one about beautiful things that fill the air.

Weekly Alibi: Whoa, I’m looking at your

poster and wondering, are there two

shows that night, gentlemen?

Ryan Montaño: Yes, basically two different
sets. We do 5 to 6 [pm] and then they do the
special shapes balloon glow. That’s followed
by a laser show and fireworks. After the
fireworks, we go back on about 8pm.

And really rock out?

Oh yeah.

So Ryan we’ve talked to you before about

the expanding jazz scene in Albuquerque

but Isaac, you’re new to this conference

room setting. Tell our readers a little bit

about what you do.

Isaac Aragon: It’s original music; it’s soul
music. I’ve heard it called many things, neo-
soul, soul, R&B. But to me it all fits under the
umbrella of soul music. It’s kinda got an
essence of old R&B flavor, you know, Stevie
Wonder, Marvin Gaye, Bill Withers, Donny
Hathaway. Those are heroes of mine. Soul is
the sound I’m going after.

Is it a little unusual for New Mexico to be a

nexus for soul music? There don’t seem to

be too many musicians in this part of the

country following that path.

No, you’re right. There are a lot of cats that
are saying “We’ve not really heard of your
band,” and it’s because there’s scenes. There’s
a blues scene and a jazz scene. There’s a
country scene, a metal scene. A scene
especially for New Mexican music. But really,
for soul and R&B, there really aren’t a lot of
cats doing it here.

How long have you been playing soul and

R&B?

Like with the band? I’d say two to three years
now. I’ve been doing the solo thing for a
while, nine or 10 years.

Like solo guitar?

Yeah. I’m a guitarist. I sing too. That’s mostly
soul and R&B, too, but I throw in a little
country blues and things like that. A lot of it
is my original music. The songs I’ve been
playing with the band, I’ve been carrying
them with me for years now. I just finally have
all these guys around me. That’s the cool
thing about our community here in
Albuquerque. Ryan’s been working with these
cats that have been playing with him, on this
gig, for years now. They ended up aligning and
playing in my band as well. So we all pull
from the same source.

It seems like there’s a lot of interplay and

collaboration in Burque’s jazz and blues

communities, que no?

That’s the beauty of what we do. Ryan can
categorize his music however he wants to, and

Well in the past three years, the music

community in Burque has really grown to

include jazz and hip-hop and soul

subcultures. The musicians were always

there, but now they’re getting bookings

and people are coming to their shows.

Ryan: Well, I was talking to Isaac before we
walked in. I think that’s at least partially due to
the efforts here [at Weekly Alibi] and
consequently, at other media outlets.

Well, I think that for a lot of readers, these

sorts of shows make sense. It’s about

environment in many cases, comfort levels

and liking a sound that goes in many

directions.

It’s very cool when people are exposed to music
they haven’t heard before and they can enjoy
that experience in an expansive environment.
People come out and they think, “This is some
very good music.”

Isaac: Expanding on that idea, the show we
just played is testament to that. We opened up
for Los Lobos and the Mavericks [at Sandia
Casino Amphitheater]. If you look at the bill, I
don’t have any songs in Spanish—and you
might think that doesn’t make sense. But so
many people came out and it wasn’t about the
genre. It’s all music that has a good vibe. For
that reason, the bill made sense.

That’s a great venue that some people

overlook. I’ve seen some great shows

there: Salt-N-Pepa and Ringo Starr & His

All-Starr Band, come to mind. What do you

see happening with your music, separately

and as bandmates?

That’s the cool thing about Albuquerque’s
music community. Everything I’m doing in the
future involves Ryan and these particular
players. When we went into the studio about a
year ago, I had these demos—just myself and
the guitar—and the songs got fleshed out. But I
told these guys, “Listen, I’m not bringing you in
as studio musicians to turn in some work, some
session. I’m bringing you all in as artists and I
give you free reign over my songs.” I told Ryan,
“Whatever you want to do with the horns,
whatever you see, do it, express yourself.” I told
all the instrumentalists that. I’m definitely not
a control freak; I really respect and value these
guys. I told them, “Paint whatever colors you
want over this song.” It ended up being a really
cool collaboration.

For folks who haven’t been fully exposed

to the types of music we’ve discussed here

today—and they wanna be—why should

they come to your show next week? I know

why I’m going to be there; I love live music

in an outdoor, arcadian setting.

Ryan: I’m really excited and proud about what
we’ve been able to do with the Balloon Fiesta
concerts. The foundation of these shows is the
music. I would say they should come to the
show because it represents the best young
accomplished musical talent that New Mexico
has to offer.

Isaac: If you come, it will make you feel
good. Our music is based on positive
vibrations. If you wanna feel good and be
entertained, I’ll see you there for sure. a

jazz-oriented tunes, a straight-ahead bebop
tune. It’s cool to have that ability to play
different styles of music and to play them
authentically. And we’re all friends, like close
friends. Some of my closest friends are the
guys that are going to be doing this show. It’s
my favorite show that I’ve had an opportunity
to play through.

I’m feeling like there has been an upsurge

in the sort of musical performance you

two are offering Burqueños. Discuss.

Isaac: Yeah, sure. I think that, like with any
form of art, people grow thirsty for something
they haven’t heard or experienced before. It’s
interesting because we’ve just defined the
overall scene here in Albueruque, but if you
look at the Seattle area, R&B and soul music
are huge out there. People are just really
getting into it. Vinyl sales reflect that out
West. It’s huge in the Northwest.

We were just talking about that the other

day because I interviewed all these DJs

who were coming out for the SOMOS

festival. A lot of them were from the

Northwest. And I wondered out loud if

there’s a scene like that in Burque. It’s a

much more rock-oriented town. But I have

noticed what you’ve noticed. A lot more

people are listening to Afro-American and

Latinx music.

And I think my generation, we’re all still
relatively young and energized. I think that
we take it as a responsibility to define the
genre anew.

Ryan Montaño & Friends, Featuring Isaac Aragon
Live at the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta’s Main Street Stage

Thursday, Oct. 10 • 5pm and 8pm

COURTESY OF THE ARTISTIsaac Aragon
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COMEDY | INTERVIEW

BY DAN PENNINGTON

W
hen it comes to weed-centric comedy,
there aren’t many who can hold a
candle (or a lighter) to Doug Benson.

Beyond that, he’s just plain funny. With an
impressive catalog of albums, a filmography
that can put most anyone to shame and a
backlog of podcasts stretching back to 2006,
there’s no shortage of media to consume that
he’s had his hands on. We were lucky enough
to talk with Benson about his collective
works and his upcoming show at The Stage
at Santa Ana Star Casino. 

Weekly Alibi: Getting Doug With High

was a really big success. What were

some of the things you found attributed

to the virality of that show? 

Doug Benson: Weed and comedy. It’s a great
combo! Plus people like watching celebrities
and comedians getting too high. 

Super High Me was kind of an iconic film

when it came out, because I remember us

being shown Super Size Me in our health

class, but no one even mentioning the

results from your documentary.

Obviously, public perception has

changed since then, and you were on the

forefront of bringing that to modern

audiences. Did you think this level of

progress and change in cannabis

acceptance that we’re seeing today

would happen back when you released

the film? 

I just wanted to make a comedy doc that
parodied Super High Me and showed that
cannabis is not the evil drug they ranted about
in movies like Reefer Madness. Weed was
already finding acceptance at that time—I got
my medical marijuana card in Cali at the start
of production—but I was hoping that, by
showing how I lead a happy and productive
life, it would move the ball down the field, as
they say. I’m a little shocked to keep hearing
from people that they watched Super High Me
in school because, in addition to the pot
smoking, there’s a lot of swearing. But good on
those teachers!

Comedy is kind of an always changing

and growing medium, so we don’t see

people telling the same jokes that they

were a decade before. How has your

stand-up evolved, and what should

people expect from the show? 

I’m always adding new jokes, but I also like
to bring back some classics as well. Last night
I was doing a show and a guy yelled out a
specific old bit he wanted me to do, so I did.
And it got big laughs. So I’m glad he asked! 

Currently, podcasts are one of those things

that are everywhere and so ingrained in

modern culture that it’s hard to find

someone who doesn’t have at least one

they listen to, but back in 2006 they were

still a fairly new concept. When you

launched Doug Loves Movies, what were

some of the struggles you encountered

early on that you feel wouldn’t apply today? 

Nobody knew what a podcast was. I’m glad I
started that early—13 years ago!—because
now it’s so competitive but I’ve still got lots of
listeners just from being one of the first. 

Any current projects you’re working on

that you want to get people hooked on? 

That makes me sound like a drug dealer. I like
to think of myself as an entertainment dealer.
And right now I’m traveling around,
podcasting and telling jokes while trying to
figure out what’s next. There’s a potential
movie role I’m excited about, but it’s too early
to talk about it. Don’t want to jinx it! 

Lightning Round:

Favorite Hot Dog?

With bacon and cheese, please! 

In a sentence, what’s the worst

weed you’ve ever tried? 

I’ve smoked enough good weed to
completely forget about the bad. 

Red or green chile?

Neither, but thanks for asking.

The Doug Benson 4:20pm Show
will be at The Stage at Santa Ana Star
Casino (54 Jemez Canyon Dam Rd.)
on Saturday, Oct. 5. Doors open at
3:20pm, with tickets on sale starting at
$23. You can get tickets and more
information at holdmyticket.com or by
calling 771-5353.  a

Smile and Say “High”
Doug Benson comes to the 505

It’s rare to see Doug not smiling. NICK LARSON
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Building the Cannatopia
Creating our future for the cannabis and hemp industry.

alibi.com

$10 General Admission

$5 w/ Medical Cannabis Card
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T
he serve has been returned, and a state
judge has ordered the New Mexico
Department of Health to issue Medical

Cannabis Program cards to out-of-state
patients. 

Last month, the DOH was ordered to start
issuing cards to non-residents because of a
wording change made to a medical
expansion bill that defined a patient as a
“person” instead of a “resident of New
Mexico.” Lawmakers and the DOH said the
word change was made during an early
draft of the bill to make room for a
reciprocity program that would allow
patients enrolled in another state’s
medical cannabis program to take part
in ours during extended stays.

Last week, State District Court Judge
Bryan Biedscheid again told the DOH
that it has to start handing out those
cards. But according to the Albuquerque
Journal, he didn’t go as far as holding
Medical Cannabis Program Director
Kenny Vigil in contempt of court
(as was requested in a recent
motion made by the plaintiffs in
the case). 

I’m officially over this story. It’s
boring, and I don’t really understand
it at all.

I’ve suggested that Ultra Health
President and CEO Duke Rodriguez, a
resident of Arizona and plaintiff in the
case, was pressing the matter to
manipulate the DOH into raising the
limit on the number of plants producers
are allowed to grow. According to NM
Political Report, back in June, Rodriguez said
that if the program was opened up to residents
of other states, it would be “nearly impossible”
for patients’ needs to be met under current
plant limits.

But now I’m not so sure. The whole mess
seems grotesque, and the cost of this legal
back-and-forth has got to be coming out of
taxpayer pockets. These nonresidents might
get the cards they want so bad, but it’s likely
to come with a heavy dose of resentment.
How that will affect Ultra Health’s bottom
line is a mystery that will unfold soon enough.

Banking Bill Passes House
The Secure and Fair Enforcement (SAFE)
Banking Act was passed by the House last
week with bipartisan support.

According to Fox Business, the bill—which
would protect banks and financial institutions
against being prosecuted for working with
marijuana companies—passed 321 to 103. It
even got some play from the GOP with 91
Republicans voting in favor. Only one
Democrat voted against it.

One of the bill’s sponsors, Rep. Ed
Perlmutter, of Colorado, told reporters, “The
SAFE Banking Act will go a long way in
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BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS BY JOSHUA LEE

Still At It
DOH told to issue cards to non-residents, again

make progress on this issue … including de-
scheduling marijuana and providing relief to
individuals and communities
disproportionally affected by racial biases in
the way federal marijuana laws have been
enforced.”

Nevertheless, I’m sure some dispensary
employees will sleep better tonight.

Cannabis Group Readies
Report
The governor’s Cannabis Legalization
Working Group recently completed their
three-month-long endeavor to research
potential cannabis legalization policies. Now

we get to wait and see what
recommendations they’re going to make.

The group—made up of medical
cannabis professionals, advocates and
lawmakers—have been holding public

meetings to discuss what a marijuana
policy might look like in New

Mexico. They also toured
dispensaries and solicited
public comments online. The
group reportedly received
over 500 pages of citizen
opinion.

The group plans to draft a
report of their recommendations

to the governor within the next
few weeks. From what was said at the

first meeting, the group’s report will be an
improvement on legislation that failed to
pass earlier this year.

In an email, group leader and
Albuquerque City Councilor Pat Davis

wrote: “After months spent studying
programs in other states, we saw a lot that
could be done better. Here’s what we will
recommend: a new recreational marijuana
program should fully fund it’s own robust
regulation, real investments in law
enforcement to protect public safety from
those who misuse legal marijuana, community
reinvestment to repair the harms of failed
drug policies of the past, real investments and
use new revenue to fully subsidize the medical
marijuana program so access to medicine is
affordable. Revenue generated beyond those
should be prioritized to address non-marijuana
issues like rebuilding the behavioral health
system and education.”

Earlier this month, they recommended not
initiating state-run recreational shops—an idea
from that failed bill that caused a stir when it was
introduced. They also said zoning restrictions
should be left up to local governments, but the
ability to opt out of allowing dispensaries
altogether should be denied.

The governor has said she will make
legalization legislation a priority in 2020 as
long as it addresses drugged driving, prevents
child use and protects the medical cannabis
industry.  a

getting cash off our streets and providing
certainty so financial institutions can work
with cannabis businesses and employees.”

Currently, dispensaries are required to
operate in a cash-only capacity if they are
unable to find a credit union brave enough to
hold their money. That means they have to
keep large sums of untraceable cash onhand,
making them targets for robbers. This forces
marijuana companies to spend large amounts
of cash on security companies to protect their
assets, and that cost gets passed onto the
consumer.

The bill will now move on to the
Republican-controlled Senate.

Some have argued that the bill is a
distraction from more comprehensive
marijuana policy legislation. “I am proud to
bring this legislation to the Floor, but I
believe it does not go far enough,” said
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer. “This must be a
first step toward the decriminalization and de-
scheduling of marijuana … I look forward to
continuing to work with my colleagues to

STRAIN CORNER
BY EDWARD BARRETT

Whitewalker Kush at Ultra
Health

I
’ve always been on the fence about
hybrids. Personally preferring sativa, I’ve
found indica strains make me feel too

heavy or drowsy. They have their time and
place—and that’s not during the daytime,
which is when I wanted to smoke. 

I was over on the Westside so I decided
to stop into Ultra Health (5115 Coors Blvd.
NW, Ste. A) to try something out. A strong
hybrid alluringly named White Walker Kush
(THC: 22.100%, CBD: 0.060%—$14/gram)
caught my eye. The budtenders had
mentioned it was a sativa dominant bud so I
was hoping this sinister-sounding strain
could change my outlook.

The appearance of this hybrid was a dark
lichen color that was peppered throughout with
burgundy and rusty looking hairs. It was very
dense and compact and somewhat dry, but this
made it easy to chip off bits of the bulky
nuggets. The smell had a strong earthy, curried
and almost peanut buttery scent to it that was
at times reminiscent of the loam of a forest
floor. Once I was finally able to relax and take a
nice hit, its dry texture sparked quickly and
stayed lit, leading to an easy and enjoyable
smoke session. The smoke smell also reminded
me of the forest. Notes of herby pine needle-
like tangs came through, although it was
sometimes a bit harsh.

I was curious to see how a hybrid would
make me feel. According to Ultra Health’s
website, White Walker Kush is a sativa-
dominant hybrid strain with a 60/40 ratio. I
wanted to see how this close ratio would add
up to in terms of overall effects and feelings.
After several days of smoking at different
hours and under varying circumstances, I have
come to determine that this particular hybrid
acts as a sort of adaptor for dispositions.
Depending on my mood or setting, the high
seemed to accentuate or even determine my
overall feelings. 

There was a strong body heaviness that felt
good but would sometimes begin to make me
feel fatigue if too much was ingested. Despite
any possible feelings of drowsiness or
cloudiness, however, there was always a
lingering and persistent buzzy feeling that also
made me feel alert and happy. I seemed to be
drifting between this ethereal feeling of breezy
engagement with the world and a heavy but
comfortable detachment from it. It was quite an
enjoyable feeling, but it did not perk me up or
inspire me, as a true sativa would. There
certainly was the buzzy jolt of a sativa within
the effects but despite being less indica
dominant, it felt more akin to one.

In the end, White Walker Kush was a very
enjoyable strain that was able to fuse the
effects of both sativa and indica together quite
nicely. Although I could certainly notice the
effects of both, the indica still seemed to
overpower the experience. This was not bad by
any means but has not changed my mind
concerning hybrids. They are great strains but
still exhibit more of the indica elements and
effects. The strong body relaxation coupled
with the perky alertness would be great for
people dealing with nausea, depression, anxiety
and pain.  a
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Saturday,
October 26
12pm - 5pm

617 Truman St NW

$50 tattoos donated by local 
tattoo artists  100% of profit 
benefits Paws and Stripes.

Food trucks, raffles, prizes, 
music, activities for kids... 
fun for the WHOLE family!
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): In 1956, the US federal government
launched a program to build 40,000 miles of high-speed roads to
connect all major American cities. It was completed 36 years later
at a cost of $521 billion. In the coming months, I’d love to see you
draw inspiration from that visionary scheme. According to my
analysis, you will generate good fortune for yourself as you initiate
a long-term plan to expand your world, create a more robust
network and enhance your ability to fulfill your life’s big goals.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Taurus-born Youtube blogger Hey
Fran Hey has some good advice for her fellow Bulls, and I think it’ll
be especially fresh and potent in the coming weeks. She says,
“Replacing ‘Why is this happening to me?’ with ‘What is this trying
to tell me?’ has been a game changer for me. The former creates a
hamster wheel, where you’ll replay the story over and over again.
Victimized. Stuck. The latter holds space for a resolution to
appear.”

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “The soul has illusions as the bird
has wings: it is supported by them.” So declared French author
Victor Hugo. I don’t share his view. In fact, I regard it as an insulting
misapprehension. The truth is that the soul achieves flight through
vivid fantasies and effervescent intuitions and uninhibited longings
and non-rational hypotheses and wild hopes—and maybe also by a
few illusions. I bring this to your attention because now is an
excellent time to nurture your soul with vivid fantasies and
effervescent intuitions and uninhibited longings and non-rational
hypotheses and wild hopes.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): I know people of all genders who
periodically unleash macho brags about how little sleep they need.
If you’re normally like that, I urge you to rebel. The dilemmas and
riddles you face right now are very solvable if and only if you get
sufficient amounts of sleep and dreams. Do you need some nudges
to do right by yourself? Neuroscientist Matthew Walker says that
some of the greatest athletes understand that “sleep is the
greatest legal enhancing performance drug.” Top tennis player
Roger Federer sleeps 12 hours a day. During his heyday, world-
class sprinter Usain Bolt slept 10 hours a night and napped during
the day. Champion basketball player LeBron James devotes 12
hours a day to the rejuvenating sanctuary of sleep.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Actor and dancer Fred Astaire was a
pioneer in bringing dance into films as a serious art form. He made
31 musical films during the 76 years he worked, and was celebrated
for his charisma, impeccable technique and innovative moves. At
the height of his career, from 1933 to 1949, he teamed up with
dancer Ginger Rogers in the creation of 10 popular movies. In those
old-fashioned days, virtually all partner dancing featured a male
doing the lead part as the female followed. One witty critic noted
that although Astaire was a bigger star than Rogers, she “did
everything that Fred Astaire did. She just did it backwards and
while wearing high heels.” According to my reading of the
astrological omens, you may soon be called on to carry out tasks
that are metaphorically comparable to those performed by Rogers.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Your number one therapy in the
coming weeks? Watching animals. It would be the healthiest thing
you could undertake: Relax into a generously receptive mode as
you simply observe creatures doing what they do. The best option
would be to surrender to the pleasures of communing with both
domesticated and wild critters. If you need a logical reason to
engage in this curative and rejuvenating activity, I’ll give you one: It
will soothe and strengthen your own animal intelligence, which
would be a tonic gift for you to give yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Every time my birthday season comes
around, I set aside an entire day to engage in a life review. It lasts for
many hours. I begin by visualizing the recent events I’ve experienced,
then luxuriously scroll in reverse through my entire past, as if
watching a movie starring me. It’s not possible to remember every
single scene and feeling, of course, so I allow my deep self to highlight
the moments it regards as significant. Here’s another fun aspect of
this ritual: I bestow a blessing on every memory that comes up,
honoring it for what it taught me and how it helped me to become the
person I am today. Dear Libra, now is an excellent time for you to
experiment with a similar celebration.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “Depression is when you think
there’s nothing to be done,” writes author Siri Hustvedt.
“Fortunately I always think there’s something to be done.” I offer
this hopeful attitude to you, Scorpio, trusting that it will cheer you
up. I suspect that the riddles and mysteries you’re embedded in right
now are so puzzling and complicated that you’re tempted to think
that there’s nothing you can do to solve them or escape them. But
I’m here to inform you that if that’s how you feel, it’s only temporary.
Even more importantly, I’m here to inform you that there is indeed
something you can do, and you are going to find out what that is
sooner rather than later.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “How inconvenient to be made
of desire,” writes Sagittarian author Larissa Pham. “Even now, want
rises up in me like a hot oil. I want so much that it scares me.” I
understand what she means, and I’m sure you do, too. There are
indeed times when the inner fire that fuels you feels excessive and
unwieldy and inopportune. But I’m happy to report that your mood in
the coming weeks is unlikely to fit that description. I’m guessing that
the radiant pulse of your yearning will excite you and empower you.
It’ll be brilliant and warm, not seething and distracting.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): I envision the next 12 months as
a time when you could initiate fundamental improvements in the
way you live. Your daily rhythm 12 months from now could be as
much as 20 percent more gratifying and meaningful. It’s conceivable
you will discover or generate innovations that permanently raise
your long-term goals to a higher octave. At the risk of sounding
grandiose, I predict you’ll welcome a certain novelty that resembles
the invention of the wheel or the compass or the calendar.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Modern literary critic William Boyd
declared that Aquarian author Anton Chekhov (1860–1904) was “the
best short-story writer ever,” and “the first truly modern writer of fiction:
secular, refusing to pass judgment, cognizant of the absurdities of our
muddled, bizarre lives and the complex tragi-comedy that is the human
condition.” Another contemporary critic, Harold Bloom, praised
Chekhov’s plays, saying that he was “one of the three seminal figures in
the birth of early modernism in the theatre.” We might imagine, then, that
in the course of his career, Chekhov was showered with accolades. We’d
be wrong about that, though. “If I had listened to the critics,” he testified,
“I’d have died drunk in the gutter.” I hope that what I just said will serve
as a pep talk for you as you explore and develop your own original
notions in the coming weeks. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Pisces-born Dorothy Steel didn’t
begin her career as a film actress until she was 91 years old. She
had appeared in a couple of TV shows when she was 89, then got a
small role in an obscure movie. At age 92, she became a celebrity
when she played the role of a tribal elder in Black Panther, one of
the highest-grossing films of all time. I propose that we make her
one of your inspirational role models for both the coming weeks
and the next 12. Why? Because I suspect you will be ripening fully
into a role and a mission you were born to embody and express.a

HOMEWORK: “PRIVILEGE IS WHEN YOU THINK SOMETHING IS NOT A PROBLEM BECAUSE IT’S NOT A PROBLEM FOR YOU.” COMMENT. FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or (900) 950-7700.
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yours for $10

Cinnamon Sugar
and Spice Cafe 

Nob Hill Location
3500 Central Ave SE Sweet 1

(505) 588-2860

$20 Certificates

Mantis Kung Fu
Academy

6910-D Montgomery Blvd.
Albuquerque, NM 87106

(505) 350-1161

 A Celebration of Love 
Wedding Chapel
106 Wellesley SE

Albuquerque, NM 87106
(505) 243-LOVE (5683)

Bhava Yoga Studio
520 Central Ave SE A 

(505) 842-1080
BhavaYogaStudio.com

The Cellar Tapas,
Beer & Wine

1025 Lomas Blvd NW

(505) 242-3117

$15 Certificates
yours for $7.50

$100 Certificates
yours for $25

$25 Tickets 

Danny Duncan:
Sunshine Theater

Friday, October 4: 8PM
Doors: 7PM

Ages: All Ages

New Mexico Brew Fest X
Saturday, October 12,

1:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Villa Hispana at Expo New 
Mexico$25 Tickets

yours for $12.50

 Cafe Lush
700 Tijeras Ave NW

(505) 508-0164

LushCafeABQ.com

$10 Voucher
yours for $5

$18 Certificates
yours for $9

$10 certificate 
yours for $2.50

yours for $12.50



Photographic Services

GENERAL PHOTOGRAPHY

www.DavidMartinezPhotogra
phy.com 

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH

Musicians
Wanted/Available

FEMALE VOCALIST NEEDED
Experienced female singer
needed for popular ABQ Classic
Rock band. 505-266-7591 

Classified Place your ad: alibi.com
classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

Employment

RESID. YOUTH CARE
WORKER FT/PT â?” All
Shifts)HSE/HS Dip. plus +
months of work related exp.,
pref. working directly

w/youth & social problems.
Must be 21 years of age.
$12.16/HR; $13.66/HR
Pay diff. for
Swing/Graveyard. APPLY:
YDINM.ORG

Real Estate

FOR SALE Custom adobe on
10 acres in Manzano Mtns!
FSBO $179K. (505)350-575
OR (505)239-6581.

Houses for Rent

University

w
UNM NOB HILL
COTTAGE Nob Hill

charmer 4br/1bth $1350/mo
$1100/sd 1yr/lease
Maddoxmgmt.com call 505
2420989 Available now!

Rooms/Roommates

Northeast

FURNISHED ROOM Near CNM
Nth. Share a 3500sqft house
in quiet area. $350/mo+1/3
utils $250DD. No
pets,kids,couples 294-7209
leave msg

SUBSTITUTE TEACHER Be
a part of the Albuquerque
community and teach.
Contact 505.768.6151 or
email
Leslyn.Brown@kellyservices.
com

FRESQUEZ COMPANIES
Join our team at
Albuquerque Sunport!
Many positions to choose
from! Apply at
www.fresquezcompanies.co
m then call 505.842.4292
to schedule an interview. 

Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And
FREE Pick-UP! Help
Others(Those Without
Insurance) & Make Money
Too! Call: 505-203-6806

SANDWICH LINE
We made eye contact while we talked: you green eyes,

nose ring, legs like summer, top like october and you

were headed for a Jersey Joe sandwich. Not an

Albuquerque turkey or philly cheese steak and I felt bad.

We sat in judgment but kindness and I was too afraid to

ask and I know this is a long shot but such a beautiful

weird selection has been made for a Hailey’s comet

rocket ship.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: University on 9/27/2019.

BREWERY BOYFRIEND
You, a tall, thin, bearded, curly haired wonder. You had
jeans and a hat on with your dark locks of love curling
around your sharp jaw line. I’m a short blonde that’s
curvy and loud. I walked in at the brewery and sat at the
bar. You didn’t notice me at all at first, but I sat staring at
you awkwardly for a while. I was hoping I was your type.
We locked eyes when I ordered my second beer. We
discussed things we liked, and you told me you didn’t like
makeup. I would go bare for you.
I am a Man. I saw a Man.
Where: Quarter Celtic 1 on 9/4/2019.

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR
I saw you, on your way into the State Fair, about
4pm. I was on my way out. You are tall good looking
gent, probably in your 60’s. I, too, am tall slim female
with white jeans, and reddish brown long hair. 
We both smiled at each other and said “Hi.” Would
love to get to know you better!
I am a Woman. I saw a Man.
Where:  on 9/19/2019.

IRON MAIDEN CONCERT BLUE
SHIRT!!!!!
Both of of us were next to each other at the concert
on the right side of the stage, if you are facing the
stage near the front. We had a small talk
conversation. I didn’t mean to ignore you, but there
was too much going on. You were wearing a blue
shirt. You were with someone not sure if it was your
boyfriend/friend/or brother. If you see this and are
single hit me up. You seem fun to hang out with and I
would like to get to know you better :) Tell me about
the conversation so I know it’s you.
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: Iron Maiden Concert Right Side Stage In Pit
on 9/19/2019.

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in
the Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660
ext. 221  today!

THE WEEKLY ALIBI CLASSIFIEDS

are a great deal! Call 346-0660
ext. 221.
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Body & Soul

Licensed Massage

MEZMERIZING MASSAGE BY
MISS VIKI Call 505-304-
4121 to schedule Appt. Lic#
1904

TANTRA MASSAGE AND
TEACHING Give yourself the

beautiful and powerful gift of
Tantra massage and teaching
from a Certified Tantra
Educator and Professional
Massage Therapist Lic#2788.
I provide for men and women
as well as couples. Call 505
920 3083 for scheduling.

Namaste, Julianne Parkinson 

MASSAGE Massage: located
in the Nob Hill close to
downtown and university
area. Quite clean small
studio. New hours now that
I’m back at school Monday
through Saturday 9..6 call to

make an appointment (505)
295-9458 lic# 9993

w
REFLEXOLOGY/MASSAGE
ABQ http://barefoot-

massage.com/ Lic#7318
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Across

1 Tasseled hat

4 Iranian money

10 Distress message

13 Hardcore

15 Type of doll for revenge
seekers

16 Mummy king discovered in
1922

17 The place at the mall to
buy supplements and
chickens?

19 Tokyo-born Grammy winner

20 “___: Battle Angel” (2019
film)

21 Overly formal letter
opener

22 Florida resort city, for
short

23 “Cathy” exclamation

25 Adopts, perhaps

27 Possum foot

30 1978 Nobel Peace Prize
co-winner Sadat

32 Carson Daly’s former MTV
show

33 One, in Rome

34 “New Look” couturier

35 Z-lister

38 Talk over?

40 Place to display titles

41 Plays a ukulele

42 Apply blacktop

43 Down for a few days

44 Wallach of “The Good, the
Bad and the Ugly”

45 Green-skinned melonlike
fruit

46 Take in some tea

47 Hall & Oates hit with the
refrain “Oh, here she comes”

50 “Hamilton” creator ___-
Manuel Miranda

52 Diner staple

53 Corner shapes

55 Be skeptical

59 Pasture noise

60 Spicy plant that hangs low
on the stem?

62 Goya’s gold

63 Like some projections

64 “At Last” singer ___
James

65 Spruce juice?

66 Like some bread or beer

67 “And I ___” (recent meme
phrase, and this puzzle’s
theme)

Down

1 Bean favored by Hannibal
Lecter

2 CBS psychological drama
that debuted Sept. 2019

3 Baked pasta dish

4 506, in Roman numerals

5 Accelerator particles

6 Close companion?

7 Devotee

8 Bird perch

9 Absorb, with “up”

10 Designer Vuitton on the
front porch?

11 Pound piece

12 Mink’s cousin

14 Numbers to be crunched

18 Nut in Hawaiian gift shops

22 Backyard party, briefly

24 Makes a scarf

26 Like some clearance
sales

27 Dad jokes may depend on
them

28 Sci. course

29 Slimy stuff in a rabbit’s
home?

31 Melancholy

35 Like some military forces

36 Kosher eatery

37 Restaurant review app

39 Board game insert

40 Place for an X

42 Places for cones

45 Jai alai ball

47 Inbox buildup

48 Phobia prefix

49 Brief and pithy

51 “Get that scary thing away
from me”

54 Altercation

56 “It’s all ___ you!”

57 O’Rourke in the 2019
Democratic Debates

58 Golf course obstacle

60 “You’re Never Weird on
the Internet (Almost)” author
Felicia

61 Toilet paper layer

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“And I ...”—my mistake, that caught me off guard.
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