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Dateline: North Korea

A tour company is selling tickets to a St.

Patrick’s Day pub crawl located in the capital

of North Korea. The Telegraph reports that

British-based Smiling Grape Adventure Tours

wills be taking guests to Pyongyang in March

2020 for a pub crawl that has been approved

by the leader of North Korea, Kim Jong-un.

The tourists will take part in a five-day stay in

the foreign nation and visit six different

drinking locations on March 17. Included in

the tour will be a trip to a bowling alley and a

“diplomat’s club” for expats. Director of the

tour Matt Ellis told reporters that he hopes the

tour will be able to show a different side of

North Korea than the brutal dictatorship

portrayed in most of the world’s media.

“Taking customers to community drinking

spots to actually meet the locals is a good way

to get insight into people’s lives and different

cultures,” he said. “Alcohol helps to bring

down the barriers slightly, which helps.” The

British Foreign Office has advised against non-

essential travel to North Korea, and many

safety precautions will be taken by tour

organizers before and during the trip. Guests

will receive a comprehensive pre-departure

introduction to the country’s customs and

beliefs and will be expected to respect those

customs while visiting. There will also be two

western guides along on the trip to “rein in

anyone who gets a bit loud.”

Dateline: India

Last month, an elephant named after Osama

bin Laden attacked a village in India,

trampling and killing five people. According

to France 24, Laden went on a 24-hour

rampage through the village—located in the

Goalpara district of the state of Assan—before

escaping into the nearby forest. The animal

reportedly killed three women and two men

during the attack. Local residents named

Laden after the late Al-Qaeda leader and say

this isn’t the first time the animal has acted

aggressively toward humans. According to

Agence France-Presse, Laden has attacked

villages before, killing residents and destroying

paddy fields. Authorities reportedly tracked

the animal through the forest using drones and

domesticated elephants and were finally able

to capture Laden last week. Officials said the

elephant was tranquilized using two darts and

captured. He will now be transported to a

remote area far from any humans and released.

Officials have yet to decide where that

location will be, but said they will be

considering the elephant’s welfare as well as

that of any people living nearby. Nearly 2,300

people in India have reportedly been killed by

elephants over the last five years, and 700

elephants have been killed since 2011.

Elephants frequently migrate into Goalpara,

resulting in high numbers of fatal encounters

with humans.

Dateline: China

A man complaining of an earache was told by

doctors that his ear had become home to a

family of cockroaches. New York Post reports

that a man identified only as “Mr. Lv” was

admitted to Sanhe Hospital in the Guangdong

Province of China in October after

complaining of a sharp pain in his right ear.

Zhong Yijin, an ear, nose and throat specialist

at the clinic, told reporters that the man’s

family had seen what they believed to be a

large bug crawling inside his ear. The doctor

was able to probe the ear and found a newly

hatched brood of more than 10 German

cockroaches and their fully grown mother.

“They were already running around,” said

Yijin. Doctors extracted the roaches one by

one, using tweezers. Lv reportedly sustained

only minor injuries to his ear and was

discharged the same day. Sanhe Hospital’s

deputy head of ENT, Jiang Tengxiang, told

local reporters that the man had a habit of

leaving uneaten snacks near his bed, and it is

believed that this attracted the insect and led

to it taking up residence in his ear. Tengxiang

gave some tips for avoiding unwanted pests in

your ears. “Practice good hygiene, disinfect

drains and sewers and use mosquito nets and

screens on windows,” he said. “That’ll stop

insects from flying or crawling into your noses

and ears.”

Dateline: Massachusetts

Harvard scientists have made a breakthrough

in lab-grown meat thanks to inspiration drawn

from a cotton candy machine. Although lab-

grown meat has been in existence for years, a

number of issues with taste and texture have

persisted. One problem facing scientists has

been the need for a technique that will

encourage the lab-grown meat to grow in a

similar fashion to natural meat without the

benefits of a skeletal structure. According to

The Harvard Crimson, a team of scientists led

by bioengineering research associate Luke A.

MacQueen have found a possible solution.

They induced cow and rabbit muscle cells to

grow on edible gelatin scaffolds, giving the

product a fibrous “mouth-feel” characteristic

of meat. MacQueen says the technique used to

construct the scaffolds was inspired by a

cotton candy machine. “We’re making

something that you could consider a bit to be

like protein fibers—so protein candy, or

protein fluff,” he said. According to

MacQueen, the meat cells attach to the

protein scaffold and organize into tissue “that

looks and feels a lot like meat.” He said the

scaffold could theoretically be used to produce

lab-grown chicken breast, shrimp, steak or

liver. The team says this study is only a “proof

of concept.” Cost efficiency is still a major

concern that has yet to be addressed. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.
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Udall Promotes Space Economy
US Sen. Tom Udall and a group of bipartisan
New Mexico Senators have added amendments
to a new federal National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) bill that are
meant to boost the state’s space economy,
improve communication and battle space debris.

Los Alamos Daily Post reports that Udall, a
member of the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science and Transportation, has announced the
passage of four amendments to the NASA
Reauthorization Act of 2019. The bill is meant
to direct NASA and support the agency’s efforts
to send human astronauts to the moon and
Mars as well as maintain a continuous human
presence in low-Earth orbit through the
International Space Station.

The four Udall-sponsored amendments
would press NASA to use commercial space
ports licensed by the Federal Aviation
Administration—like Spaceport America in New
Mexico—for civil space missions, require the
NASA Administrator to conduct a study on the
use of commercial communications program
services, support the development of optical
communications and ensure that NASA meets
or exceeds new international guidelines for
debris mitigation and the sustainable use of
space.

PED Suspends Questa School Board
The Questa School District is currently under
the direct control of the New Mexico Public
Education Department after officials suspended
the entire board over accusations of leadership
instability, failing to comply with the federal
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and
violating the state Open Meetings Act.

According to the Santa Fe New Mexican,
New Mexico Public Education Secretary Ryan
Stewart sent a letter to school board President
Daryl Ortega last week informing him that the
Public Education Department will serve as the
school board for Questa Independent Schools
until Jan. 1, when newly elected board members
will take their seats. 

According to the letter, the district has had
four interim superintendents and been under
five corrective action plans in less than two and
a half years. In October, the Attorney General’s
office advised one of Questa’s board members
to step down when it was discovered that he is
a felon who was convicted of conspiracy to
commit arson, and was also accused of criminal
sexual contact with a minor under 13. The AG’s
office said he never should have been allowed
to serve in the first place.

Questa school board has been suspended
before—under former Gov. Susana Martinez’
administration—over allegations of harassment
and conflicts of interest.

Possible Botulism Case in ABQ
The New Mexico Department of Health
announced that it’s investigating what they
suspect is the third case of botulism this year.

The Associated Press reports that a patient
in Albuquerque has been hospitalized for what
is believed to be wound botulism, a rare disease
that can lead to muscle paralysis and death if
left untreated. 

Two cases of botulism were confirmed in
people hospitalized in New Mexico in May and
October. The DOH says all three cases have
been linked to the use of injection drugs and
doctors are being encouraged to look for signs
of the illness. a

NEWS CITY BY JOSHUA LEE NEWS | COUNCIL WATCH

A Multitude of Governance
City Council acts on a variety of items

10 and 15 it will be free! Be over 18 years old,
take your valid driver’s license to fill out the
required paperwork. The city animal peeps
said that this change to microchipping instead
of traditional forms of licensing will save the
city money and help reunite lost or recovered
pets with their owners faster.

Spiffy Bucks
The Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of
Commerce got a supplemental agreement of
$350,000 to do a more specialized form of
marketing and promotion to recruit and retain
young professionals to stay in Albuquerque
and to help attract more police officer
candidates who are committed to serving and
protecting our diverse communities. The
money will allow the Hispano Chamber of
Commerce to oversee a public engagement
campaign that will showcase Albuquerque as
one of the best places to live, work, visit and
raise a family. It will support and extend the
brand of One Albuquerque.

Rock Your Mocs
November is Native American Heritage
month and part of that month-long
celebration is Rock Your Mocs, where folks are
encouraged to wear moccasins in support of
our Native American families and friends.
“We should all remind ourselves that we are
standing on ancestral land,” said Councilor
Isaac Benton.

Rock Your Mocs was started in 2011 by
Jessica Atsye from Laguna Pueblo as a single
day event. It now can span a whole week and
is being produced by folks from Laguna and
Acoma Pueblos. Atsye said moccasins have
always been part of Native American culture.
Albuquerque is not the only cool place
rocking the mocs, there are events being held
in Oregon, Minnesota, Oklahoma and
Montana. This year’s local event was hosted by
the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center. 

Quick Hits
Two 7-Eleven convenience stores located
along Central Avenue in Nob Hill and at San
Mateo and Kathryn SE will have to come up
with a plan to curb violence causing cops to
respond hundreds of times to each location. 

Councilors sent up their wish list for the
upcoming state Legislature when it convenes
in January for a 30-day session. Some of the
items the city is hoping for include money for
the 24/7 emergency shelter; a new African
American History Museum; road
improvements; crime fighting technology;
parks, golf course and other city facility
improvements; and the list goes on for 71
pages. Hopefully there is plenty of pork in the
state’s capital outlay budget.

Stepping Up
These fine folks stepped up to take their spots
on various boards and commissions: Thomas E.
Borst to the Municipal Golf Advisory Board;
Jessica H. Lopez to the Arts Board; Josue E.
Rodriguez, Chris L. Crum and Paul W. Beck to
the Metropolitan Parks & Recreation
Advisory Board; Cailyn P. Kilcup to the Small
Business Regulatory Advisory Committee;
Mona Ghattas and Fred E. Mondragon to the
Albuquerque Development Commission;
Timothy P. Thackaberry to the Information
Services Committee and Dr. Dorothy J. Habrat
to the EMS Medical Control Board. a

Send your comments about the City Council to

carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meetings of the Albuquerque City Council:

Monday, Dec. 2 and Monday, Dec. 16, 5pm

Vincent E. Griego Chambers

Albuquerque Bernalillo County Government Center

View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

BY CAROLYN CARLSON

N
ovember happenings at the Albuquerque
City Council table included a shout-out
to the Rock Your Mocs movement, more

closed captioning on public TVs and bucks for
a public engagement campaign to attract
young professionals.

Can You Read Me?
Businesses with television receptors will now
have to activate closed captioning. Councilor
Cynthia Borrego sponsored the measure. She
said it was initiated by members of the hearing
impaired community. Borrego said they looked
at communities that have already done passed
similar measures. Several residents spoke in
favor of the measure, saying it is progressive,
inclusive and is a public safety issue as this will
allow emergency messages to reach everyone
in public spaces. “We like to participate and be
involved,” said one hearing-impaired speaker.
Businesses found to not be in compliance will
be given one warning then there will be a
$500 fine. If there are multiple TVs on, then
only one has to be closed captioned. As one
speaker urged the Councilors “to do a lot right
for no money”—everyone be kind, inclusive
and pull out those remotes and find that
button to show the words.

Honors
The new gymnasium, running track, climbing
wall and amphitheater at North Domingo
Baca Multigenerational Center will be named
“The Brad Winter Gymnasium” for longtime
City Councilor Brad Winter. Winter, who has
served 20 years, did not seek re-election for his
Northeast Heights District 4 seat. This is
phase three of the center located north of
Paseo del Norte at 7521 Carmel Ave. NE.
Winter is a lifetime pole-vaulter who competes
in the Senior Olympics and coaches the Pole
Vault Lifestyle as a couple of speakers said.
Winter abstained from the voting with what
one councilor said was his “Braditude.”
Councilor Klarissa Peña said Winter is
deserving of the honor but will not vote in
support of it because she does not like to name
buildings after living people.

Chipping Fidos and Fluffies
Instead of getting a city pet license, Burqueños
must microchip their companion animals such
as dogs and cats. Microchips are inserted
quickly under the skin and can be scanned to
identify our pets if they get lost or
subsequently recovered. You can get this done,
with no appointment needed, at the two city
animal shelters located on the Eastside at 8920
Lomas Blvd. NE or on the Westside at 11800
Sunset Gardens SW. If you go between Dec.

ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY



[8]     WEEKLY ALIBI NOVEMBER 21-27, 2019

NEWS | ON ASSIGNMENT

Corruption, Tejana Style
Auditor’s investigation reveals issues

BY AUGUST MARCH

P
olitical corruption is a dominant theme in
the never-ending and infinite news cycle that
Americans are now able to access

electronically, thanks to our overwhelmingly
positive connection to the technology that binds
the substance of our culture together in
compelling 30 second teevee or YouTube spots.

If you’ve been paying attention at all, you’ve
heard about President Trump’s conspiracy theory
with regards to his political opponent, Uncle Joe
Biden. Trump has engendered and then promoted
a right wing fantasy that sees criminal activities
emanating from the left. These activities are
designed not only to remove the current
placeholder from office, but also to advance the
agenda of a “deep state” while lining the
pocketbooks of folks actively involved in the
hero’s usurpation. The Bidens are a perfect target
for such nonsense.

The Bidens’ involvement with an Ukrainian
banking organization and the fanciful notion that
the Ukraine possesses a lost server that would
prove that it was Hillary Clinton, and not Trump,
who had foreign help manipulating the last
presidential election has allowed Trump to
conflate the two situations in a conspiratorial and
totally insane talking point.

But wait there’s more. The House of
Representatives is currently investigating the
president—in full impeachment mode, and with
competency and clarity, one would like to add—
for abusing his presidential powers while in office.

Apparently those referrals to corruption and
scandal, that mission of oversight and
accountability, is now echoing itself within the
New Mexico’s own political culture.

The Report
Late last week, the Office of the State Auditor
(OSA) issued a missive to the press announcing
the end to and results from an investigation into
settlement payments made during the tenure of
former governor Susana Martinez.

According to the press release, Auditor Brian
Colon would announce the results of a special
audit into what he termed “secret settlement pay
outs” by the Martinez administration in the
waning days of her administration.

The report found irregularities in the
settlement of 12 of 18 cases examined. In
particular, the lack of documentation in settled
case files, extensions of confidentiality periods
and excessive liquidated damages provisions
caught eye of the state’s chief consumer
watchdog, who termed these departures from
strict state processes to be questionable, if not
outright criminal. For sure, such activities were
anomalous in an environment that should
depend on transparency and documentation—
Colon repeatedly told reporters at a news
conference held on Monday, Nov. 18 in
Albuquerque—especially when taxpayer-sourced
money is being used to finance state legal
settlements.

The News Conference
At a meeting at the local office of the OSA,
Colon met with reporters and state officials about
the report and went into details about his findings
and what they meant for New Mexicans.

Colon’s conference points to a concerted
effort by members of Susana Martinez’
administration to abuse their power in the process
of overseeing and settling certain legal claims
against the state.

That’s serious business that possibly cost the
state more than $5 million. To learn more about
the problem as Colon sees it, we attended the
press conference and recorded most of it. Let’s
listen in on the salient points here.

Colon began his discourse by categorizing the
problem as an egregious one, saying to those
gathered, “As you know, due to the severe
allegations about how the General Service
Division supervised the settlement process and
subsequent payoffs, they spent millions of dollars
in late 2018. So I initiated a special audit, a
special audit to conduct an initial investigation
and examination into secret settlement payoffs.
This examination was about accountability, it was
about transparency. It was about always making
sure the administration always put the interest of
taxpayers in front of his own.”

The State Auditor continued by remarking
that he was “disappointed, disgusted and
heartbroken” that he found that there was a lack
of transparency in the processes and payouts that
were examined in the audit. Colon also said that
his office found instances of corruption beyond
the original allegations of impropriety. Those
additional references led his office to expand the
investigation’s scope. 

Overall 18 out-of-court settlements, all
managed by the Martinez administration’s
General Services Administration, were
earmarked for thorough investigation by the
Auditor’s office. Of those cases, 12 were found
to be problematic and perhaps even criminal
in nature. Colon said that what’s truly
heartbreaking about those cases—which, as
we mentioned before, cost state taxpayers
more than $5 million—is that $2.7 million
dollars of that settlement money was

distributed “in secret, without process and
without a proper investigation.”

The documents examined involved
settlements to state employees. Included in the
$2.7 million Colon says was innapproprieately
allocated was $200,000 payment to Martinez’
former body guard Rueben Maynes. In another
case complaints of sex discrimination and
retaliation at the Department of Public Safety
and the Department of Public Finance were
resolved with an out of court settlement. Both
cases lacked documentation and proof, the
auditor said.

Colon’s Conclusion
The facts of the case, especially those found in
the examination of the 12 cases in question, led
Colon to conclude that there was an abuse of
power going on. He pointedly and plainly told
those gathered that, “There was an abuse of
power. There was an abuse of power where the
administration put its own interest and political
legacy ahead of the best interest of taxpayers.

Two thirds of the documents examined by the
OSA, Colon continued, “lacked necessary
supporting documentation for settlements of their
size, and further, lacked any documentation of
investigation into allegations [that prompted the
settlement] at all.”

Colon claims that in these cases “there’s
virtually no proof in the records, in the files, as to
why these high-dollar amounts were approved by
the risk management division and General
Services [Department].”

Colon added that he further concerned that
internal controls were not followed and that
procedure was somehow circumvented for
political advantage. He said the settlements
were related to political appointees of the
former governor.

Outcomes
Before turning to the audience for questions
from the press, Colon emphasized the scientific
and impartial nature of the OSA investigation
into the out-of-court settlement payments
overseen by a waning Martinez administration.

He emphasized that if it had been Democrats
whose accountability and transparency had come
under examination, he would still have done the
job the only way he knows how; by being
circumspect and scientific in his own processes,
calling for accountability and pointedly telling
constituents that such ethical lapses “cannot
happen again.”

Though Colon concluded by telling those
gathered that he had forwarded his findings
about the Martinez’ administrations
transgressions to the state Attorney General and
relevant District Attorneys’ offices for possible
prosecution, and again referred to the overall
situation as an abuse of power. After that much-
repeated assertion, many in the press corps had
important questions to ask about the essence of
the investigation.

When a reporter asked “who specifically
abused their power,” Colon replied that “for us,
the abuse of power is documented in many ways.
The risk management division and general
services authorized these checks. The directors of
those [state agencies] were appointed by the
[then] governor Susana Martinez.” The man
from the teevee station followed up with a
correlative question, asking Colon if he thought
the governor abused her power. The auditor was
a bit more coy in this response, answering
carefully that, “I would go as far as saying that
$2.7 million in checks were processed and
written without a proper investigation.”

Weekly Alibi asked Colon if the former
governor directly benefited from or had direct
ties to the claims being settled in the secretive
and unethical way discussed at the press
conference and forming the background of the
audit and subsequent report. He told this
reporter, “I can’t speak to any benefit she
received, but it looks like a matter of having her
political agenda being advanced. I don’t have
any direct knowledge [of a benefit to Martinez],
but I am forwarding all this material to the
proper authorities [for further investigation].”

Significantly—but not unreasonably, given
the tone and scope of discussions revolving
around governmental corruption on the
national level—another reporter tellingly and
skeptically asked Colon if the investigation and
its initial outcome were the result of some kind
of political stunt or partisan political monkey
business. The state Auditor replied firmly, “My
reaction to that would be disappointment.
These are objective facts, that’s what the Office
of the State Auditor relies on. I’m going to
present certain facts to you; you’ll see the
timeline, you’ll see the settlement dollars. You’ll
see the documentation, or I should say, the lack
of documentation that led to this investigation.”

With the report on its way to state law
enforcement officials, it looks like the former
heads of the Republican administration under
Susana Martinez will face some reckoning at
some point in the future, a future where
Americans must also decide whether their
President is also guilty of abusing his power for
political gain. a

COREY YAZZIE
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Feel the Cold
Deep in the chilliest part of the Cold War, the
Soviets shot down pilot Francis Gary Powers over
the Soviet Union, captured and publicly tried him
for espionage, spawning international
consternation and possibly a horrible Dublin band.
On Friday, Nov. 22 at 5:30pm the National
Museum of Nuclear Science & History (601
Eubank Blvd. SE) welcomes that pilot’s son,
author Francis Gary Powers, Jr., to the museum for
a signing of his book detailing his father’s account
of his experience, Spy Pilot, and a screening of the
Steven Spielberg movie about the incident, Bridge
of Spies. Tickets are $25 for general audience or
$15 for museum members. For more information or
to purchase tickets, see nuclearmuseum.org.

Hyphen-Overload
Trapdoor Projects (1120 Tijeras Ave. NW) brings
the photography of Mariah Renae Allen, Miranda
Chun, Katie Harkins, Elleott Herrera, Delaney
Hoffman, Ben Lane, Jiayi Liang, Mia Montanez,
Philip Spuhler and Tim Stanley to its gallery walls
for intrinsic-discipline-withholding-rebirth-
embodied-overlap-re/identify-Samsara-rebirth-
communal. The opening reception on Friday, Nov.
22 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm promises to be
excellent-glorious-major-remarkable-superior-
commanding-re/markable-grand-sublime-nifty.
For more information on this free, all-ages event,
see trapdoorprojects.com.

Power to the People
Fifty years
ago, a young
man named
Fred
Hampton
was gunned
down by
Chicago
police while
lying in bed.
He had been
an outspoken
leader in the
international
revolutionary
proletarian
struggle as a
member of
the Black
Panther

Party and his death was seen by many, including
author Jeffrey Haas, as the result of coordinated
efforts to silence the movement to bring justice
and equality to minority communities through
militant self-defense. Haas shares his research and
his book The Assassination of Fred Hampton: How
the FBI and the Chicago Police Murdered a Black
Panther at a public conversation and signing on
Friday, Nov. 22 at 6pm at Bookworks (4022 Rio
Grande Blvd. NW). For more information on this
free, all-ages event, see bkwrks.com.

That’s What They Call It
Are you ready to “savor the flavors and the
aromas of the 21st century?” If not, then get
ready because for two nights, Friday, Nov. 22
and Saturday, Nov. 23 at 9:30pm, Tricklock
Company (110 Gold Ave. SW) brings to the stage
the performance art project So This Is Art. For
more information and tickets for this
performance, see tricklock.com. a
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Crafting Jim Henson’s Vision 
An interview with puppeteer and creature creator Michael McCormick

ARTS | INTERVIEW

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

M
ichael McCormick is a puppeteer and
creature creator who worked with Jim
Henson on some of his most memorable

productions including The Dark Crystal and
Labyrinth. As part of the Albuquerque
Museum’s new exhibit opening this Saturday,
The Jim Henson Exhibition: Imagination
Unlimited, he will be introducing The Dark
Crystal at a film screening followed by a Q&A.
Weekly Alibi sat down with McCormick in his
Albuquerque home to talk about his work with
Jim Henson, the craft of puppetry and the
creatures he created. The following is an edited
version of that conversation.

Weekly Alibi: You’re from Santa Fe?
Michael McCormick: I grew up in Santa Fe,
Los Alamos and ultimately, Espanola.

When did you begin working with Jim
Henson?
Late in 1979. Literally three weeks after Roger
(singer-songwriter Roger Miller) saw us on the
street, I was in London showing my puppets to
Jim and ultimately to Brian Froud. That’s
where the real connection came was with
Brian. He called me a couple of weeks ago just
to tell me, “I’m so glad you were there. I fought
for you, man. I knew you could make all this
crap look old.”

So, Roger Miller said to go to London and
you just went? 
He didn’t even say that. What he said was,
“You know that I worked for Sesame Street?”
He was so generous, just a lovely spirit. Just
really a nice guy. He basically said, “Has Jim
Henson ever seen your puppets?” And I said,
no, he hasn’t. He said, “Do you want him to?”
And I said, is this an introduction? And he sort
of nodded. That’s how I got the telephone call
through to Jim’s office. So anyway, there I am
on a train dropping off at L Street in northern
London. I brought my puppets with me, but
they were in a big box which I ended up
dragging behind me. I was completely out of
place walking into the studio where they were
filming the Cleopatra sequence with Ms. Piggy.
That was early in the morning and I stood
there until closing time when they wrapped
that day. Wow. Jim sort of gave a very quick flip
through my folio. I said, I have the puppets and
he said, “I’m not interested in seeing them.” He
said, “These are good photographs, get him a
limo and we’ll go into Hampstead. You’re
going to be talking to a woman named Sherry
Amott.” There I am, dropped off in
Hampstead on Downshire Hill, right in the
heart of what was hot in London at that time,
taken in by Sherry and introduced to a small
group of people talking puppets. Then this real
short gentleman beckoned me to his office and
I saw that the walls were covered with plates
from the book Faeries. Son of a gun, if this

wasn’t Brian Froud who dragged me up to his
office. I was hired at that moment. 

What was the first project you worked on?
The first part of the project I worked on was
the Skeksis. They didn’t have a working puppet
at that point. I created a prototype. There had
been other ones, other efforts before that to
build Skeksis, but this was the first one that got
Frank Oz. 

“Sesame Street” and “The Muppet Show”
were filled with such lovable characters.
What were the conversations like in
developing an evil creature like the Dark
Crystal’s Skeksis?
You have to understand that the project had
been going three or four years before I hired on
in New York. Brian had been brought to New
York and he was living there doing prototype
work for Dark Crystal, the actual concept for
the whole thing to get it on paper. That’s

something that went way back to Jim’s original
ideas. I think it was a yin yang kind of thing
because it went from “Sesame Street” and “The
Muppet Show” all the way through the horror
of the Skeksis and what is a very frightening
film in many ways.

Were you trying to terrify children with the
Skeksis?
No, but Dark Crystal was a good example of
that stuff that was story drawing. It evolved and
became more and more powerful. The first you
really see of that aspect is in the banquet scene
when you see the Podlings as slaves. It was an
evolution. Their original intent was to film
sequentially and of course it wouldn’t work.
That’s the spontaneity of that kind of thing,
where there’s stuff that happened that just
simply isn’t on paper. That was true all the way
through. The story evolved. 

Do you have a sense that Jim Henson knew
the details of the creatures he was
creating or was he letting them evolve
throughout the fabrication process?
That’s Jim’s genius. I say almost in present time
because that energy is still around. It was a
combination. 

You also developed the armor on the
Labyrinth goblins, which really took their

The Dark Crystal
Michael McCormick

Film Screening and Q&A 

Thursday, Nov. 21, 5pm

Albuquerque Museum

2000 Mountain Rd. NW

Free

Michael McCormick goofing around with a favorite in his studio PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ
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form as creatures that were funny and

scary at the same time. Is there a piece of

armor that is funnier and scarier combined

than the Pickelhaube?

Did you call it by his actual name? No. There’s
another film called The Last Valley with
Michael Caine about the 30 Years War. He has
a hat that he uses as a weapon in that. He’s
talking to somebody and then sort of drives the
spike into this guy’s gut. You’re not expecting it
because it’s just a hat. Surprise, surprise. 

How do you put together creatures that

can dance with David Bowie? 

The woman who plays Dr. Crusher (“Star Trek:
The Next Generation” actor Gates McFadden)
she was our director of movement. She’s a very
well-rounded human being.

David Bowie is no slacker to have in your

film as well.

That’s the only reason the film has done
anything. Something had to happen to pull it
together with a song, which is a great song.
Right? I mean, Bowie’s music for this is much
underappreciated. I think he really outdid
himself. Great guy, too. To be around, to work
with, just extraordinary. It just had to happen
because there was David sort of lounging in his
chair looking at this thing going on and the
baby was there. These guys were rocking in
their little holes. (Gates McFadden) just said it
has to expand. This is supposed to be a musical,
but why does it have any dance routines? It was
interesting because nobody was expecting that. 

Do you think people would be surprised to

hear that Labyrinth is a musical?

I think so.

Was that the intent from the beginning?

Music is always somehow or another inherent
in those productions, all of them. “Sesame
Street” to “The Muppet Show.” Music was
always very, very important to those. I think
Jim was very musically inclined though not
particularly gifted as a musician. He certainly
appreciated where that stuff fit. It’s even in
Dark Crystal, but it’s subtle, it’s underplayed.

How do you approach the puppetry for

dancing with David Bowie as opposed to

“The Muppet Show’s” John Denver?

Were there conversations about how to

make it darker? 

So much of this stuff was not pre-structured.
There were very spontaneous element in Jim’s
awareness. If something happens that catches
his attention, he’ll go with it. It happened with
a character that I built, The War Machine. He
didn’t know it was happening. Nobody did
because we were stuck in Hampstead, two or
three of us who finally put that together. There
was a break, one of those things that happens
every two minutes in film, everybody stands up,
stretches loose. All of a sudden here comes this
war machine walking down the ramp and
people were just looking at it. It caught
everybody’s attention and they stopped. There
was a round of applause. I never felt so good in
my life. Everybody sat down, this was at noon,
and he said, that’s it for today. Bring me the
writers. And they wrote it in that afternoon.
We were the first people hired onto Labyrinth,

so we were very fortunate being able to hire
other people we wanted. We were almost in a
production designer position. Brian called me
aside and he said, “can you build me a
prototype for Ludo?” And I said sure, but how
long are we talking about? He said, “Can you
give me something in a week?” We built a
prototype for Ludo, but at that same time, he
said, “Can we have a war machine? Some kind
of like medieval war machine or sometime?” I
said, let me just screw that around. That’s what
emerged from it. 

Was the directive simply that they were

going to need a bunch of puppets, so just

get to making puppets and see where to go

from there?

You got it. You could never which one to use.
Jim was never, particularly at that point,
around the studios or the shop. Brian was there
almost nonstop. Brian never okayed anything,
even though he was in a position to. He just let
them evolve. 

Did Jim Henson just walk into the shop and

point to the puppets he wanted to use?

No, not in the way that, say George Lucas did
with Salacious (B. Crumb from Return of the
Jedi). He had so much faith in Brian. We’re
talking about six years of working together at
that point or maybe seven years then, there was
just rapport. If Brian liked it, you could be
pretty sure Jim would like it. 

Did the shift in materials away from felt

and foam influence your aesthetics? 

Sheet latex. The latex is poured into the mold,
poured off and then left to dry, and then pulled
out as the skin padded, and wires connected,
then all of the sudden, it’s a functioning
animatronic. We borrowed the term
animatronics because we needed something to
be able to work in England. Animatronics was
not a term that had ever been used by the
unions. That’s how the whole thing was able to
happen with New York people. Animatronics
was borrowed from Disney because it had been
used when referring to the Abraham Lincoln
figure.

The shark in Jaws was animatronic.

That would be animatronic. Jim said to me one
day, in his frog kind of way, “Mike, I want you
to meet Steven Spielberg” and there was
Spielberg standing in my work area in
Hampstead. We were closed and nobody
supposed to come in, but there’s Jim was
Steven and Carlo Rambaldi, the guy who did
E.T.. They were having trouble with the eye
mechanisms so he had come to pick our brains
a bit on eyes. 

Tell me about the actual dark crystal and

the shard.

You needed a device. You can extend the
crystal and the whole thing into a religious
metaphor. It’s almost a Christian metaphor for
the fragment of the true cross.

It’s the Maltese Falcon? The MacGuffin?

It’s the same. It’s that missing key that
services the story over and over and over
again with nobody ever getting bored with
that storyline. a
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Serendipity 
at the Wheel

The monotypes of Paula Panich

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

F
alling somewhere between a painting and a

print, the monotype is really neither.

Created by pressing ink that has been

applied to a sheet of plexiglass into paper, the

result is a one-of-a-kind piece that inherently

lacks many of the benefits of either the

painting or the printmaking process. It requires

a press, but does not allow for the creation of

multiple, identical prints that the thing was

made for. It requires that you paint directly on

a surface, but does not allow for the precision

that placing paint directly on something

affords you. Instead, what you gain is

serendipity; the beauty that comes from not

knowing and simply spinning the wheel to see

what you have created. As the great painter

Bob Ross often encouraged, “We don’t make

mistakes, just happy little accidents.”
Paula Panich uses the monotype technique

to embrace imperfection and the freedom that
comes from chance. Her Landscape and Field
Series consists of six prints, the first of the row
is pictured above, hanging just feet from the
expediting area of the kitchen. It reflects the
ease of the process and the serenity that

comes with accepting things out of your
control. Her colors and lines are primitive,
showing a handmade process that does not
take itself too seriously. The busy Hartford
Square Café, with its brunchy crowd and
clanking cutlery may not at first seem like the
best way to see artwork, but Panich’s work fits
beautifully into its surroundings. They’ll let
you stand there and look at it for a few
minutes at least without anyone asking what
you are doing. Maybe get a cup of coffee and
linger a bit longer.

We find our art where we find it here in
Albuquerque. This is not a city with snobby
tendencies that rule out displaying top-notch
artwork in bars, breweries, restaurants, walls
and low-riding canvases crawling along our
streets. Panich’s monotypes are a perfect
reflection of that easy, accepting philosophy
that fills the city with serendipity and
unexpected surprises. Take a chance. Wander
in. Have a look. a

The Monotype: Creation/Destruction
By Paula Panich

On display through December

Hartford Square Café

218 Gold Ave. SW

The monotypes of Paula Panich on display at Hartford Square Café PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ



NOVEMBER 21-27, 2019 WEEKLY ALIBI [13]

COMEDY | COMEDY MATTERS

YouTube Duo Dominate

Media, Stage
Rhett & Link are ready to take Kiva by storm

BY DAN PENNINGTON

R
hett & Link have been creating content on
YouTube for longer than most of us have
used YouTube, continually branching out

into new ventures, including the release of their
thriller novel The Lost Causes of Bleak Creek.
From talk shows to podcasts, music videos and
more, they’ve been keeping things fresh and
always staying a step ahead. We were lucky
enough to get a chance to talk with them before
their upcoming show at Kiva Auditorium (401
Second Street NW) on Wednesday, Nov. 20.

Weekly Alibi: Where does the creativity for
the wide breadth of segments you all pull off
with Good Mythical Morning and The
Mythical Show come from? 

Rhett McLaughlin and Link Neal: It makes it
more fun when you’re trying new things. There’s
also this pressure whenever anyone goes on the
internet, they’re always presented with 100
options at once. You look at the YouTube
homepage and there’s all these thumbnails. Even
if you went on YouTube to watch us, you’re
tempted by all these other things. So you we
have to continually, every single day, earn the
click in competition with everything that’s
presented around us. We want to keep people
guessing so that they can find the thing that they
didn’t know they wanted yet. We’re always
trying to come up with new things so that people
don’t think, “Okay, I know what’s up with those
guys. I’m over it.”

Has there ever been an idea you wanted to
pull off on the show but decided it just

wasn’t either working for you guys or

wasn’t a good fit?

We rarely have an ambitious idea that halfway
through just kind of tanks. I think we’ve been
trying some crazy stuff on our show. Like we we
bought a car and then we said, “Let’s take the
wheels off and let’s replace it with cheese
wheels.” It’s just a stupid idea that’s really hard to
do. The good news is we have a great team, we
have people who think it’s hilarious to try. So we
document the process of them trying new things
and failing, so it’s not just about doing something

and it being amazing. It’s about having a crazy
idea and giving it our best shot. We try to bring
people along for the journey and it’s not just
about the results, but the car ended up starting,
so they pushed it across the parking lot and that
was exhilarating.

The Lost Causes of Bleak Creek is a real

departure from the comedy-centric work

you all do. Was it difficult getting into the

mindset of writing from a thriller/horror

perspective? 

I think it’s something we wanted to do for a
while. We make so much comedic content, but
we actually consume a lot of non-comedic
content. We wanted to tell a story like this for a
really long time. There’s quite a bit of comedy in
the story, but we actually ended up having to pull
back a little bit because there were times when
we were trying to get a point across and a little
comedic aside, while funny, was a distraction to
the story. It was definitely a unique challenge to
write a book. We were able to have the time to
get it to be what we wanted it to be. We wanted
the book to be the kind of thing that anyone,
even people who were skeptical about the fact
YouTubers were writing a book, would enjoy it.
I’m encouraged that we’re hearing from a lot of
people that they didn’t know it was going to be
as scary as it was but also as funny and
heartwarming. If you’re into early ’90s nostalgia,
this is a tale of a small Southern town where
everything seems to be in the right place but
there’s some hidden secrets there that the
characters need to find their way in and out of. 

What should people expect from the show

this week?

Our show is really kind of a returning to our roots
show because we’re playing a lot of music, a lot of
songs that when we first started gaining
popularity on YouTube, it was through our music
videos. If you’re a fan of those, you’ll definitely
enjoy the show and the number of new songs
that we’ve written. In between the songs, you get
the banter that you’ve come to expect from from
Good Mythical Morning, but we never know what
we’re going to talk about or exactly what’s going
to happen. So we’re very excited to be here.

Tickets are available now through
ticketmaster.com. a

The faces of YouTube stardom



Food News, Good News
Someone told me recently that there wasn’t
enough good news in the news lately. It’s fair.
I understand the exhaustion of the news cycle
and the fact that tragedy, pain and anger fuel
the most digestable and consumable pieces of
it. So this week, I wanted to try something
different. Obviously, this issue is out during
Thanksgiving week, where we gather and
remember all the good and wonderful things in
our life. I wanted to take that a step further. I
hunted down and over to find things to make
your day a little brighter, a little happier and
to keep the news in the food section the
opposite of your Thanksgiving meal, which is
to say light. So join me as I give you a couple
of bite-sized pieces to digest that should
leave you feeling full of happiness. 

Youngest Entrepreneur

Growing up, we were always told to pull
ourselves up by our bootstraps if we wanted
something and to go out and earn it ourselves.
Conversely, some of the more motivated
among us decided to go full-in on our dreams
and make them happen. This is the case for
Trace, a local 10-year-old who realized Rio
Rancho didn’t have any traditional ramen
stands like they have in Japan, so he went
about opening his own instead. This Saturday,
Nov. 23, Deluxe Design (561 Quantum Rd.
NE) will be hosting his stand as he goes about
creating ramen to sell. The stand will open for
business at 1pm, selling a cup of ramen for $3
(cash only!) so make sure you get there early
to avoid the lines. This is an early start to a
business, and that kind of moxie deserves to
be rewarded. I can’t wait to have lunch at your
stand, Trace! For more information, call
Deluxe Design at 892-8090. 

Cookies and Kindness
HopeWorks (1120 Second Street NW) has
long been the go-to hub for most people
experiencing homelessness, with an incredibly
wide range of services to help get people back
on their feet. On Thanksgiving Day, they’ll be
doing their traditional large scale meals to
help feed those without a table to sit at this
year. Part of their tradition is to send those
who eat with them on their way with a bag of
cookies to go. So in that vein, they’re
currently asking for donations of cookies in
any capacity, storebought, homemade or
otherwise, to help meet the need of all the
people they anticipate serving that day. In
order to make sure they have enough time to
bag everything, they ask you to bring them in
by Tuesday, Nov. 26. For any other questions,
call them directly at 242-4399.  a
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The Religion of Bacon
Bacon Jam will destroy your weight loss dreams

BY DAN PENNINGTON

S
atan’s origin is interesting, namely because
of, well, the name. The word sâtan is
Hebrew in origin, and when used as a

verb, it means “to obstruct” or “to oppose.” It’s
no surprise then that the word took on a literal
meaning as the name of God’s adversary, being
the ultimate enemy of mankind. As someone
who has done a very “OK” job of taking care of
myself, there was a slight risk to taking on a
job where I eat constantly that it would cause
me to start putting on the pounds. My goal at
the end of the year was to be at the weight I
started the job at or less. With a great track
record so far, I felt confident that I’d hit my
goal this year. But then I discovered Bacon
Jam, my obstacle, my sâtan.

Bacon Jam serves the indulgent, over-the-
top bacon-laden dishes your metaphorical
heart has been looking for. The main pull here
is simple: Bacon is amazing, and no dish has
ever suffered from having bacon in it. It’s
worth mentioning that there was something a
little different here than most other
restaurants I’ve visited. When I came in for
breakfast, it was already fairly busy, but I took
my seat and started looking through the menu.
What I quickly found was one of the
friendliest environments I’ve ever been in,
with people at seperate tables conversing with
one another, including me, in what felt like a
scene right out of a movie where a big city
character visits a small town diner. There’s
something in the air at Bacon Jam that lends
itself to being open and relaxed that I really
haven’t found anywhere else in the city, at
least not to this level of openness. 

As for the food, I think it’s best if we first
acknowledge that there will always be two
types of people in this world: those who think
bacon is the end-all-be-all of food, deserving
of a place in any dish and those who are quite
simply wrong. Bacon Jam clearly fell into the
former camp, with its decision to make sure
you are in bacon-based heaven. Take, for
example, the Defibrillator ($3.95) appetizer.
You’re given two pieces of deep-fried bacon
laid atop a bed of lettuce with a side of house-
made bacon gravy. What you’re left with is a
crunch-fest of a dish that feels practically
illegal to eat because nothing should be
allowed to taste this good. The bacon is well-
done crispy, with a layer of fried batter on the
outside that gives it the look of chicken
tenders that just popped out of the fryer. Toss
a little of their bacon gravy on it, and you’ve
got this creamy smoothness that adds to the
bite of that bacon. 

I followed that up with some of the Bacon
Batter Pancakes ($8.45), which features two
pancakes filled with bacon, two eggs cooked
any style and two strips of bacon. A couple
notes about this dish: First, the bacon on the

side went in the opposite direction of the
Defibrillator, being more to the style of cooked
to exactly the right amount to be not super-
crispy, the way I prefer it. Second, they weren’t
joking about it being filled with bacon. The top
of the pancakes were literally bursting with bits
of bacon showing through. Whereas at most
places I’d see this item, I would assume I’d be
lucky to get a bite of bacon in each real bite,
here it would be impossible not to. I cannot
overstate just how much bacon was in these
pancakes. That’s value to the highest order. 

Finally, I saw the pièce de résistance, the
shining beacon at the back of the restaurant
that signaled to me in a way that left me
unable to look anywhere else. Upon the
specials board, scrawled in big chalk letters,
were the words “Giant Taco.” I’ve said before
that most restaurants don’t know I’m coming
in, so what ends up happening is they watch a
normal human being order a superhuman
amount of food. They try to talk me out of
ordering all the food or make sure I know how

WEEKLY SPECIALS
BY DAN PENNINGTON

big something is, and I wave it off because my
job is to try as much as I can in as short a
period as possible. This time was different. My
waitress laughed, and said “That’s gonna be a
big meal!”

When I see the word “giant” in a
restaurant, I think big and ridiculous, but not
unconquerable. What was brought to my table
looked physically impossible to consume. This
taco was literally multiple pounds and bigger
than my head. The community aspect came
back into play because people gathered around
my table just to see it and get some pictures.
For $12, I got a taco loaded with fried chicken,
chile cheese fries, bacon, jalapeno ranch and
all the other dressings a taco deserves. It was
beyond amazing. It was a magic carpet ride
across the world of flavor, with the bonus
being that so many textures come into play all
at once, that in some ways, it was
overwhelming. This is a dish that 8 years ago, I
could have handled all by myself in one
sitting, but now, it became lunch for the next
three days. 

Bacon Jam isn’t in the market to make food
that’s healthy. They’re in it to make food that
makes you feel good. Are they my sâtan to
weight management? Maybe. But the concept
was the obstacle in the way of spiritual growth,
and what is a life that is spent eating foods you
don’t love? Bacon Jam understands this
concept better than anywhere else and goes all
in on creating the delicious guilty pleasures
that make life truly worth living.  a

“Just tell me when,” except with bacon instead of parmesan. ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY

Bacon Jam

2930 Candelaria Rd. NE
916-0864

baconjamrestaurant.com
Hours: Mon-Fri: 6am-3pm

Sat: 8am-2pm, Sun: Closed
Vibe: Friendly and casual diner

Alibi Recommends: Probably best to
try the bacon.

Future ramen chef extraordinaire, Trace,
and his hand built stand. 
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Slice Of Turkey, 
Slice Of Heaven

Richie B’s Pizza debuts bizarre, amazing slice

BY DAN PENNINGTON

I
come to you with an apology. This week, I
planned to create a guide on how to make your
own turkey for Thanksgiving if you’ve never

done it before. Namely, it would have followed my
misadventures in the kitchen as I worked to craft
the perfect bird for friends and family at a large
get-together. Obviously, I failed. It turns out that
the difference between a great turkey and an okay
turkey is really vast, and I won’t bring you
anything that isn’t great. So what was I to do? I
had run out of options for preparing the feast and
was in a bind. I had built up the craving for a
Thanksgiving dinner, but we’re still a whole week
away. What could possibly sate this need? 

Enter Richie B’s Pizza, stage right. Last time
we spoke with them, they had just launched
the monster slice and were teasing new and
interesting things on the horizon. Well, new
things are here, and, man, they deliver on the
interesting. 

Welcome to the Thanksgiving Slice,
something that sounds like a concept pulled
straight out of “How I Met Your Mother.” An
entire Thanksgiving dinner worth of goodies
decorating a single slice. Included are turkey,
stuffing, mashed potatoes, cranberries, cheddar
cheese and, of course, gravy. Now, I am sure there
are a number of you who recoiled in shock while
reading that. I was one of you! This was too wild, I
thought. But, as you, the reader, have trusted me,
the food boy of Weekly Alibi, I felt it my duty to go
try it for myself so that you would know if it was
worth your interest and time. 

As it turns out, it was. I don’t know how else to
describe it besides that it literally tastes like a
Thanksgiving dinner, but without politics being
yelled across the table, making it awkward. Using
fresh turkey, you get that juicy, meaty base to the
bite, with large chunks laid out across the bottom
layer. Next was the mashed potatoes, hefty piles of
soft potatoes covering other unoccupied spaces,
which were warm and fluffy and hard not to love.
Not to be outdone, the stuffing stepped up next,

with a nice mesh of bread and veggies to give a
little substance to the rest of the slice. Finally, I
met the cranberry. I’m typically not a fan of
cranberries during Thanksgiving. Call me a
heathen, whatever, it’s just never been a thing that
I cared for. Yet somehow, in tandem with
everything else on the plate, the cranberry flavor
just pops off and becomes an integral part to
making this slice work. The sweetness lent by the
cranberries gives the dish a dynamic edge that is
the core reason for why it works. Sure, everything
up to this point was good, but the cranberries
made it work on a level worth writing about.
Fortune favors the bold, in this case. 

Not content to settle on just a single creation,
they went and hit me in my weak spot. A
pumpkin pie cannoli. Could it be, my eternal
love for pumpkin married to my insatiable desire
for Italian desserts, all in one space? This dish
danced precariously on the line of having to do
nothing to make me love it, and having to excel
in every category so as to not let me down. I am
pleased to tell you it walked that line with grace
and finesse. Featuring a pumpkin pie cannoli
filling, the standard cannoli shell, chopped
pecans and of course whipped cream with a
dusting of pumpkin pie spice, this was truly the
best of both worlds. Hosting the sweetness I
craved from a cannoli with the subtle earthy
tones found in pumpkin, it was exactly the dessert
my body has been craving for a long time. 

I can espouse the magic of these two bold
forays into culinary experimentation all I want,
but the real test is for you to go try it.
Thankfully, you have an option to do so easily.
Right now, Richie B’s (7200 Montgomery Blvd.
NE) is offering the Thanksgiving slice, the
pumpkin pie cannoli and a drink for $10.
Maybe you aren’t going to have Thanksgiving
plans this year, but you, like me, have a craving
for the year’s most important meal. This is one
of the simplest ways to get your fill without
going over the top. But don’t forget to grab a
second slice. The leftovers are part of the
tradition, and you can’t afford to miss out on a
second chance at it the next day while you’re
nursing your tryptophan hangover.  a

Behold! Thanksgiving slice! DAN PENNINGTON
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“Thanksgiving.” Sure, the pure, unadulterated
thrill of sliding down the face of a mountain on
a frozen bird (which sounds like something out
of Final Fantasy) should be enough to drive you
to attend, but did you know that you can also
win prizes? Well, now you do. This is a free
event that starts at noon, giving you time to
experience thrills and the fear of dying in the
most awkward-to-explain way to loved ones
before dinner festivities take place. For more
information, visit redriverskiarea.com.  (Dan
Rayne Pennington)

Friday, Nov. 29
Beginning the weekend of Friday, Nov. 29 and
continuing on weekends (Friday through
Sunday) through Dec. 28, the rousing and rustic
Roswell Christmas Railway offers excursions
from St. Nicholas Station in Roswell through a
laser-light tunnel to a brilliant Nativity scene,
the Polar Zone, Santa’s Square and the World
of Lights! Passengers can count on an amazing
holiday experience filled with holiday-themed
magic, food and shopping in one of our state’s
most interesting southern towns. (Devin D.
O’Leary)

Contrary to popular opinion, there are
navigable rivers in New Mexico! Notably, the
holiday season is the best time to engage in
floaty adventures on our big, broad body of
water to the south, the Pecos. Carlsbad is the
place where you can indulge your navidad-
centered nautical dreams. Commencing on
Nov. 29 and continuing through Dec. 28, take
a 40-minute evening trip hosted by the
Christmas on the Pecos Boat Tours that
includes a riverboat ride presenting panoramic
views of illuminated backyards, islands of
twinkling lights and shimmering city sights.
(August March)

Lights, Christmas, action! Can’t get enough
Christmassy lights? Head up to the Santa Fe

W
inter is always a waiting game in New
Mexico. Famous for our nearly 300 days
of sun per year, The Land of

Enchantment is sometimes hesitant to make
with the white stuff come November/December.
Despite our state’s high desert reputation for
sunshine and warm weather, New Mexico
boasts some excellent skiing locations and a
host of top-notch cold weather events. We here
at Weekly Alibi recommend that you use the
coming winter season (officially starting Dec.
21) as an opportunity to head out to the four
corners of our state in search of culture, food,
sports and other entertaining activities. To assist
you, here is a list of some of Alibi’s favorite
annual winter events to engage in. (Devin
O’Leary)

Wednesday, Nov. 20
Down south of Albuquerque, the mighty Rio
Grande inches and twists its way through a
beautiful wetlands landscape that’s famous as a
winter nesting ground for water birds of all sorts.
Sandhill cranes, in particular, are some of the
area’s most beautiful winged visitors. From Nov.
20 to 23, the 32nd annual Festival of the
Cranes at Bosque Del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge in San Antonio, N.M.
celebrates the beautiful birds’ wintry residence
in our state with more than 140 events,
including workshops, speaking engagements,
food events and plenty of bird-watching.
(August March)

Saturday, Nov. 23
On Saturday, Nov. 23, from 9am to 5pm, take a
trip to the Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum
in Las Cruces for a delicious holiday event that
showcases agricultural produce grown in our
state. The Sixth Annual HomeGrown: A
New Mexico Food Show & Gift Market
features more than 70 vendors selling (and

offering samples of) products that include
award-winning salsas, wine, pies, cookies,
sauces, honey, beef jerky, candy, cheese, tortillas
and more. New Mexico-made crafts are also
part of the event! New demonstrations this year
include red chile making by La Reina Hatch
Chile Products and frybread making by Jemez
Historic Site. Admission is $5 per vehicle and
the first 100 vehicles to arrive each day receive
a free burlap shopping bag.  (August March)

Wednesday, Nov. 27
It’s Opening Day at Red River Ski Area. Start
off the 2019/2020 ski season on Wednesday,
Nov. 27 (weather permitting) with special
pricing on lift tickets. For more info on this
year’s season, go to redriverskiarea.com. (Devin
D. O’Leary)

Thursday, Nov. 28
Ski Santa Fe will have its (tentative) Opening
Day of the 2019/2020 ski season on
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 28 (weather
permitting). Think snow and get over to
skisantafe.com for updates, info and ticket
prices. (Devin D. O’Leary)

“Ski The Change” at Taos Ski Valley on the
Opening Day of the 2019/2020 ski and
snowboard season. Hit the slopes starting
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 28 (assuming Mother
Nature cooperates, of course). Get all the up-to-
the-minute details at skitaos.com. (Devin D.
O’Leary)

In what can only be described as a fever dream
experienced in my post-turkey coma, Red River
Ski and Summer Area will host their annual
Frozen Turkey Race—an event wherein
participants willingly choose to slide down a
mountain while mounted on a frozen turkey—
on Thursday, Nov. 28, a day also known as

Winter Guide 2019
Get out and embrace the cold

Botanical Garden for GLOW: A Winter
Lights Festival, beginning Nov. 29 and
running every weekend through Dec. 31, with
additional dates the week of Christmas. Tickets
range from free to $12 and advance purchase is
recommended. Enjoy the twinkle of thousands
of lights through large-scale installations from 5
to 8pm nightly with last entry given at 7:30pm.
Dress warmly as temps can be blustery in Santa
Fe. The event also features nightly live music,
artists, hot beverages and, of course, Santa!
Have a new lighted walk experience this year in
The City Different. (Ashli Kesali)

The New Mexico Artisan Market promises a
wide selection of locally curated, handcrafted
artisan goods for yoru Christmas shopping
convenience. Friday, Nov. 29 through Sunday,
Dec. 1, the Market sets up shop at Hotel
Albuquerque. Jewelers, sculptors, painters
potters, textile makers and assorted food
companies are among the participants. Tickets
($15 for general admission all the way up to
$125 for early admission, a swag bag, discount
coupons, an Artisan Cocktail Party on Friday
and a five-course Farm-to-Table plated dinner
with wine pairings at Hotel Chaco) are
available now at nmartisanmarket.com. (Devin
D. O’Leary)

Saturday, Nov. 30
During the holiday season, there is a River of
Lights right here in Burque! Presented by our
city, the Albuquerque BioPark and the New
Mexico BioPark Society, this yearly feast for the
senses happens at the ABQ BioPark Botanic
Garden from Saturday, Nov. 30 through Dec.
30, at 6pm nightly. The event is closed Dec. 24-
25 but it’s still a joyous way to get in touch with
holiday spirits and family visits. Hot food and
beverages are available onsite and the BioPark’s
Polar Bear Express train offers participants a
stunning ride to a river where everything’s
bright and holiday-shiny.  (August March)
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Old Town Holiday Stroll in Albuquerque’s
historic Old Town neighborhood on Friday,
Dec. 6 from 5 to 9pm. KOB-4 weatherman
Steve Stucker hosts. This event traditionally
kicks off the annual Christmas shopping
season. Purchase a Holiday Stroll button and
enjoy discounts at participating Old Town
merchants. Proceeds from the buttons go to
benefit Beds 4 Kidz. (Devin D. O’Leary)

Saturday, Dec. 7
In our unprofessional estimate, somewhere
around 75 percent of adults spend the holiday
season (let’s approximate Thanksgiving
through Jan. 2) with a blood alcohol content
that levels out around the legal limit. Maintain
your buzz by heading to the Carlsbad Winter

Wine Festival (with a designated driver, duh)
on Saturday, Dec. 7. The festival includes all
the wine you might expect, plus arts and crafts.
Purchase tickets online
(carlsbadwinterwine.com) for $10 or $12 at
the door (10 tastings are included, along with a
souvenir wine glass), and don’t forget to pack
your ID.  (Maggie Grimason)

The beautiful, sparkly chaos of the City of

Albuquerque’s Twinkle Light Parade is upon
us again. This year the procession of winter
wonder kicks off at 5:15pm and marches west
on Central Avenue into the night, closing out
around 9:30pm. We’ll never forget sitting on a
curbside somewhere between Girard Boulevard
and Washington Street (the parade route)
watching people go nuts when Combo from
“Breaking Bad” cruised by in an RV, throwing
candy to the crowd. Make some special
memories of your own by heading to Nob Hill

on Saturday, Dec. 7.  (Maggie Grimason)

The Spanish Colonial Arts Society presents its
2019 Winter Spanish Market on Dec. 7 and 8
at the National Hispanic Cultural Center in
Albuquerque. The authentic, 400-year-old
tradition of Spanish Colonial artwork made by
New Mexico artists is on display at this year’s
event. Add to your collection of woodcarving,
tinwork, retablos, straw appliqué, weaving,
etc.—or pick up a gift for a loved one.
(Christmas is just around the corner, you
know.)  (Devin D. O’Leary)

Head up to Red River Ski Area any Saturday
between Nov. 30 and Jan. 11 to catch a
glimpse of the 46-year-old tradition of fire and
poles at the Torchlight Parade & Fireworks!
Skiers weave down Red River’s “Face” with
burning torches, painting a glowing trail down
the mountain. The oh-so-glorious fireworks
start at 7pm. (Rini Grammer)

Squeeze in some shopping at the seventh
annual Pueblo Market at Isleta Resort &

Casino and discover a world of unique gifts and
experiences. Peruse over 200 artists showcasing
traditional arts and wares to find something for
that special, hard-to-please someone on your
gift list. While you shop, enjoy traditional
cultural food and music all day long and even
catch performances by local Pueblo dancers.
This all-ages event is free and open to the
public. Bring the whole family for some old-
fashioned fun from 9am to 6pm. (Joshua Lee)

Friday, Dec. 6
Balloons and holiday spirits will be soaring at
the 39th Annual Red Rock Balloon Rally in
Gallup that runs from Friday, Dec. 6 to
Sunday, Dec. 8. The rally—set in Gallup’s
beautiful geological landscape of sandstone at
Red Rock State Park—brings more than 150
balloons every year. The event is totally free to
attend and features not just the expected mass
ascensions and beloved “Balloominaria” display
but also fun runs, brunches and more.
Admission is free (with a $5 parking fee at Red
Rock Park). (Maggie Grimason)

This weekend-long WinterFest and Holiday

Light Parade (from Friday, Dec. 6 to Sunday,
Dec. 8) is a literal holiday buffet set in the
snowy mountain town of Los Alamos. What’s
on your holiday bucket list? To see Santa
Claus? They’ve got him! Tree lighting? It’s
going down in Los Alamos. Christmas
concerts? Maybe a parade or a craft show?
Check, check and check. If you want to
amplify the festivity this year, head no further
than Los Alamos for this citywide celebration.
(Maggie Grimason)

The popular annual lighting of the tree in
Plaza Don Luis is the highlight of the annual
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Sunday, Dec. 8
Blessed with snow-free bike paths like the
Paseo del Bosque Trail, denizens of
Albuquerque can enjoy winter bike riding that
many in the country only dream of.
Iluminarte! is a celebration of this two-
wheeled privilege mixed with traditional
luminaria displays to create an illuminated
bike parade that starts at the National
Hispanic Cultural Center, parades its way to
the ABQ BioPark River of Lights and then
heads back to the National Hispanic Cultural
Center for hot chocolate and biscochitos. The
best part? You and your bike can be part of it
on Sunday, Dec. 8! It’s free to participate, but
you do have to register if you want to ride by
going to nhccnm.org.  (Clarke Condé)

Friday, Dec. 13
Christmastime should feel like a black-and-
white movie and a cozy sweater made of
nostalgia. If you agree, you may want to head
down to Truth or Consequences on Friday,
Dec. 13 for the day-long Old Fashioned
Christmas celebration featuring a tree
lighting, parade, hay rides, photos with Santa,
hot cocoa and caroling. This year’s event takes
place the night before Elephant Butte’s
beautiful Luminaria Beachwalk—so feel free to
stick around for the weekend. (Robin Babb)

The Museum of New Mexico Foundation
hosts Christmas at the Palace on Friday, Dec.
13, from 5:30 to 8pm. Santa Fe’s New Mexico
History Museum, located at the Palace of the
Governors, offers an evening of hot cider,
cookies and live music plus a chance to
operate an antique printing press and other
old-fashioned activities. Naturally, there will
be a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Claus. This is a
free family event, but donations of
nonperishable food are welcome.  (Devin D.
O’Leary)

Angel Fire Resort boasts more than 80 trails,
3 terrain parks and a tubing hill. Fingers
crossed that all those are packed with powder
on Opening Day, which starts on Dec. 13 and
runs through March 22. Head to
angelfireresort.com to secure your passes.
(Devin D. O’Leary)

Saturday, Dec. 14
Last year there was a surprise marriage proposal
involving the Las Vegas Fire Department at
the annual Electric Light Parade in Las
Vegas. It’s gonna be hard to top that this year.
But the fine folks of Las Vegas are up to the
challenge. This year’s theme is “A Magical
Christmas: Film & Television.” Is it too much
to hope for a Red Dawn-themed Christmas
float? Head to the historic Las Vegas Plaza to
check out this year’s bright and shiny
contenders on Saturday, Dec. 14 starting at
6pm. (Devin D. O’Leary)

Instead of sending each other Amazon wish
lists this year, maybe you and your family could
commit to buying holiday gifts from local
makers. For one weekend, starting on Dec. 14,
you can head to La Fonda Hotel on the Santa
Fe Plaza to peruse goods made by more than
150 Native artists and craftspeople at the
Winter Indian Market. There will be live
music and dance to accompany your shopping
spree. It’s $10 for an individual day pass, $15
for a two-day pass. Buy your tickets in advance
at swaia.org. (Robin Babb)

Friday, Dec. 20
Find yourself in late-1800s territorial New
Mexico for The Nutcracker in the Land of
Enchantment on Dec. 20 at the National
Hispanic Cultural Center. This original
production brings Festival Ballet Albuquerque
to the stage with New Mexican features like
Western-style, Victorian-era costumes,
Southwestern snakes and sheep, a lively
fandango and dancers stepping on goatheads
while en pointe (okay, maybe not that). Now in
its seventh year at the National Hispanic
Cultural Center, this family friendly classic is a
wonderful way to introduce young people to
the world of ballet. Tickets start at $12 and
can be had at nhccnm.org.  (Clarke Conde)

Saturday, Dec. 21
Sandia Peak Ski Area is the closest skiing
destination to Albuquerque. It’s also further
south than a lot of the others, so you never
know when it’s gonna get enough snow to ski
on. This year’s Opening Day is tentatively
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 21. It could be
earlier, could be later. Keep your eyes glued to
sandiapeak.com for the latest info. (Devin D.
O’Leary)
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Sunday, Dec. 22
Christmas in New Mexico: The Musical,
The Concert, The Dance at Sandia
Resort & Casino Grand Ballroom is a
multimedia event that tells the story of
Christmas through the eyes of two young
people who encounter magical snowmen
on their quest to find meaning during the
holiday season in The Land of
Enchantment. The production features the
heart and soul of New Mexican culture as
personified by the stars of the show, the Al
Hurricane Familia, featuring Al Hurricane
Jr. and a host of other regional singing and
acting talents including Ernie Montoya of
Cuarenta y Cinco, BernCo Commissioner
Steven Michael Quezada and Anthony
“Animal” Garcia. Dancing during the
family friendly performance is encouraged
and following the drama, a Christmas
Dance is being held in the Grand
Ballroom. Tickets range in price from $40
to $60 and the evening’s program begins
at 7pm. (August March)

Tuesday, Dec. 24
Beginning at dusk on Christmas Eve, Dec.
24, the historic Farolito Walk in Santa Fe
offers winter tidings with the beauty and
tradition of one of the state’s most
enchanting cities. Commencing at Canyon
Road and Paseo de Peralta, the walk winds
past restaurants, galleries and charming
homes around town as luminarias line the
streets. While the walk itself is free and
parking is take-what-you-can-get, check
out the many galleries keeping their doors
open for the occasion by purchasing last-
minute gifts, sitting by a bonfire and
sipping some hot cider. Make a reservation
at a restaurant along the path for a
toastier, tastier experience. Leave strollers
at home and dress in your warmest clothes
to join in the bustle of the crowd or come
down after 8pm to avoid the rush. This is a
Christmassy experience you won’t want to
miss and will likely never forget. (Ashli
Kesali)

Tuesday, Dec. 31
Say adios to 2019 in The City Different at
the Fifth Annual New Year’s Eve on the
Santa Fe Plaza. It takes place on Dec. 31,
of course, with some spillover into Jan. 1.
Festivities begin with local bands at 9pm.
There are stationary heaters and a cozy
piñon bonfire to keep you warm. The
Kiwanis Club of Santa Fe provides hot
chocolate and biscochitos to revelers.
Santa Fe Mayor Alan Webber leads the
countdown to midnight. Instead of a ball
drop, we get a rising Zia symbol plus
fireworks! Admission is free. (Devin D.
O’Leary)

Brighten up the winter with some pizzazz at
the New Year’s Eve Fireworks &
Torchlight Parade at Angel Fire Resort.
Usher in the new year with a bang at the
base of the mountain. The all-ages fun
starts with music and snowcat rides at
4:30pm and continues with fireworks and
a torchlight parade at 6pm. (Snowcat
riders must appear before 4:30pm to fill out
waiver forms.) For celebrants over 21, the
party keeps going with music and drinks at
nearby Village Haus starting at 7pm.
Welcome 2020 the right way—with
dancing feet and explosions in the sky!
(Joshua Lee)

“Bar crawl” is a term that so accurately and
succinctly describes an event that you truly
have no quandaries about what you’ll be
doing come night’s end. ABQ Trolley
Co.’s New Year’s Eve Bar Crawl takes
place on Tuesday, Dec. 31, a night that
closes out the decade, bringing us into The
Roaring ’20s Part II: Electric Boogaloo. Your
$55 ticket guarantees you a night of
drunken debauchery and excitement
indicative of how this decade played out in
its final moments. The crawl begins at
Tractor Brewing Company in Nob Hill,
taking you to five other bars throughout
the evening and ending at a mystery
location that will set you up to celebrate a
hopefully better decade in peace. The
event starts at 6pm, so get ready to
celebrate the only way you know how—
while wildly inebriated and surrounded by
strangers who rapidly become important
(and really loud) friends. Tickets are
available now at holdmyticket.com. (Dan
Rayne Pennington)
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McConnell, Emily Gimble, Kelley Mickwee,
Mike Addington and Josh Grider (among
others). Snag one-day or full festival tickets in
advance ($47.50 to $155) at
redriversongs.com. (Rini Grammer)

Thursday, Jan. 30
The 32nd Annual Taos Winter Wine
Festival is a multi-day celebration (Jan. 30
through Feb. 2) of wine and food that
includes many local Taos restaurants and over
40 national wineries. Things culminate in
Saturday night’s Grand Tasting. Before that,
though, you can participate in wine seminars,
wine dinners, chef luncheons and even an on-
mountain apres ski party. Tickets for the Taste
of Taos/Reserve Tasting and the Grand
Tasting ($95) are available at
taoswinterwinefest.com. (Devin D. O’Leary)

Friday, Jan. 31
The inaugural Winter Carnival at Angel Fire
Resort features carnival games, music, rides
and—we’re both excited and saddened to
report—the final International Shovel Racing
Championships. Yes, after 41 years, this is the
very last time in New Mexico that you can
park your bum on a snow shovel and slide
down the mountain. What began as a jokey
competition among lift operators in the ’70s
evolved into an elaborate party filled with
costumes, radar guns and crazy cardboard
contraptions. Feel free to participate (practice
starts on Friday) or just watch (races are on
Saturday). Events run Jan. 31 through Feb. 2
(Devin D. O’Leary)

Saturday, Feb. 8
This year’s Chocolate Fantasia on Saturday,
Feb. 8 promises to satisfy your midwinter
sweet tooth. More than 30 shops, galleries and
Downtown merchants in Silver City are
decorating their windows and competing for
the best-tasting chocolate treats. Tasting
tickets ($25) get you samples of 20 different
chocolate confections. Vote for your favorites
and help raise money for local youth outreach
programs for the Mimbres Region Arts
Council. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

Saddle up the horses and fill the wagon with
vittles and plenty of hot coffee when you head
down south for a three-hour drive in the dead
of winter to the Denim and Diamonds New
Year’s Eve Party. That’s happening at the
super snowy and sublime Inn of the
Mountain Gods near Ruidoso, N.M. on Dec.
31, commencing at 6pm and not ending until
the wee, first hours of the year 2020 The year-
ending, bling-studded soiree—patrons are
encouraged to dress in their best denim and
diamond attire—features a sumptuous
gourmet dinner (smoked salmon and oysters,
chicken piccata and herb and mesquite pork
tenderloin are on the menu), a midnight
champagne toast and performances by a group
of country Western tribute artists, including
Derek Spence appearing as George Strait,
John Lily as Hank Williams Sr. and Kelly
Vohn as one of country’s Golden Age
sweethearts. At $125 per person and with
the mountains, the snow, the twang and the
sparkle of the new year: Who could ask for
more?! (August March)

Wednesday, Jan. 1
Ring in the new year in the coolest way
possible—jump into Lake Maloya near
Raton for the Polar Bear Plunge on Jan. 1! If
that doesn’t sound too chill to you, visitors
can also enjoy other wintery activities like
snow bowling, ice skating, sledding or
“robbing a snow bank.” Events run from 1pm
to 3pm. Participants of the jump who want to
secure their commemorative T-shirt are
expected to register no later than Dec. 7 ($20
per participant, free for spectators). (Rini
Grammer)

Thursday, Jan. 23
Anyone who says festivals are just a summer
thing are clearly not well versed in New
Mexican festivals. Luckily for us, the sun
shines here all year long! Enjoy a warm winter
day at the 9th annual Red River Songwriters’
Festival at Texas Red’s Steakhouse in Red
River starting on Jan. 23 and lasting til Jan.
25. Get your acoustic on and enjoy
performances by award-winning singer-
songwriters from across the country. The 2020
lineup includes Kevin Russell, Sean
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EVENT HORIZON NOVEMBER 21-27

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

FRIDAY NOV 22

SUNDAY NOV 24

SATURDAY NOV 23

ON DE GRIND

Jonathan Smith, aka Lil Jon, is a master of
the hip-hop sound. Lil Jon comes straight
outta Atlanta, conquering mainstream pop
with tuneage like “Goodies,” “Move Bitch”
and the seminal crunk gem “Who U Wit.”
In fact, the artist is known as one of the
progenitors of crunk, a subgenre of rap
derived from Southern hip-hop and marked
by a crafty, layered keyboard groove with
built-in bass and call and response lyrics
meant to get audiences out onto the
dance floor. This totally hep cat and former
member of The East Side Boyz plays a 21-
plus DJ set at Cake Nightclub in downtown
Albuquerque on Friday, Nov. 22 beginning
at 9pm. A limited number of tickets are
available for this event for between $30
and $40. CAKE NIGHTCLUB 515 CENTRAL AVE NW,

9PM alibi.com/v/6xc8. (August March) a

DANCE THIS MESS
AROUND

Legendary rocker Chubby Checker plays
a matinee concert at The Showroom at
Isleta Resort & Casino on Sunday, Nov.
24 at 3pm. Checker, as readers may
recall, popularized many new dance
styles in the late 1950s and early ’60s
with hits like “The Twist,” “Pony Time”
and “Limbo Rock.” During the 1970s
he recorded a psychedelic album and
toured as a disco act, too, finally
scoring an all-time Number One on
Billboard dance chart hit with “The
Twist” in 2008. Checker continues to
thrill audiences with his silky vocal
skills and groovy dance performances.
Admission to this 21-plus blast from
the past is priced at $25. ISLETA RESORT

& CASINO 11000 BROADWAY BLVD SE, 3PM

alibi.com/v/6x8t. (August March) a

WE SANG EVERY SONG THAT DRIVER KNEW

The work of American singer-songwriter Kris Kristofferson has resounded through generations of this nation’s

popular music. He performs works from his massive and notable oeuvre on Saturday, Nov. 23 at 8pm with the late

Merle Haggard’s band, The Strangers, at Kiva Auditorium. Kristofferson’s brightest moments came at the end of the

’60s and the beginning of the ’70s: He wrote “Me and Bobby McGee,” released his classic album The Silver Tongued

Devil and I, appeared at the Isle of Wight Festival and also became a highly visible actor in films like Bring Me the

Head of Alfredo Garcia and The Sailor Who Fell From Grace with the Sea. At 83, this may be your last chance to see

a living legend, the man who dated Janis Joplin, live onstage, playing his heart out y todo. Tickets for this all-ages

show range in price from $33 to $60. KIVA AUDITORIUM 401 SECOND STREET NW, 8PM alibi.com/v/6xvl. (August March) a

NO CONS TO
THIS CON

It’s that time of year again,
fellow weebs. Con-Jikan
returns to Embassy Suites
by Hilton Albuquerque, as
they carry on the 7-year
grassroots anime and gaming
convention tradition. With all
the magic you expect from
such a convention, get ready
for panels, contests, cosplay
for days, a gaming area,
vendors of unique knick-
knacks and, of course, the maid cafe. What’s a maid cafe? UwU, you baka, just Google it (after turning on
the safe search function) to get the vision. Pre-registration tickets are on sale at con-jikan.com for $35 or
pay $40 at the door. This event happens Friday, Nov. 22 from 6 to 9pm, Saturday from 8am to 1am and
Sunday from 10am to 5pm. With the voice actors for both Lulu and Yuumi in attendance, local League
fans can finally personally thank someone for giving them spammable laughs that drive their enemy to
madness. EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL 1000 WOODWARD PL NE, 6 TO 9PM alibi.com/v/6xvi. (Dan Rayne Pennington) a

VEN

CONMIGO

Revisit the beloved body of

work produced by Selena

Quintanilla-Pérez and pay

tribute to an artist who was

lost to her fans far too

young at A Very Selena

Thanksgiving at Launchpad

on Wednesday, Nov. 27 at

9pm. Shining local star

Amanda Machon of Red

Light Cameras joins genre-

hopping psychedelic world

fusion outfit Los Metamorfos

in performing their Selena tribute set. Tickets for this 21-plus concert are $10 in advance or

$15 at the door. LAUNCHPAD 618 CENTRAL AVE SW, 9PM alibi.com/v/6xej. (Samantha Carrillo) a

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

WEDNESDAY NOV 27

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

FRIDAY NOV 22
PLAZA AT ENCHANTED HILLS SHOPPING CENTER, Rio

Rancho Rio Rancho Christmas Tree Lighting and Shop
and Stroll. Enjoy local food trucks, live music by the

band Soul Official, a s’more pit, local craft vendors and
the return of Santa and Mrs. Claus. 3575 Hwy 528.
6-8pm. ALL-AGES! 720-7403. alibi.com/v/6xbh.

COMMUNITY
THURSDAY NOV 21
KIDS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Suzuki Music and Movement
Class for Children. A class for children ages 0 to 4 and expecting
mothers in their third trimester to nurture musical development,
build motor, emotional and social skills, character development
and readiness for preschool. 3215 Central Ave NE. $15.
9:30-10:30am. (903) 780-1030. alibi.com/v/6ruh.

SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY STEM Program. Get slimy in the
name of science, tech out over robots, solve real world engineering
problems and math it up with indoor rockets. 1025 Broadway
Blvd SE. 2-3:30pm. 764-1742. alibi.com/v/6vlb.

LEARN
LOMA COLORADO MAIN LIBRARY, Rio Rancho Intro to Personal
Credit: A WESST Small Business Workshop. Brad Crowson helps
you understand how to gain access to capital by leveraging credit.
Topics include types of credit, how to prepare a presentation to
a lender and maintaining your credit score. 755 Loma Colorado
NE. 6-7:30pm. 18+. 891-5013. alibi.com/v/6w5a.

SELF SERVE Kinky and Curious: Navigating Play and the BDSM
Lifestyle. Explore what is expected of a new person entering the
scene, all the need-to-know information, motivations behind play,
safety and more. 112 Morningside Dr NE. $15-$20. 7-8:30pm.
18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/6x6d.

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO International Education Week.
Participate in the events listed on the website at geounm.edu
taking place on campus and in the community to celebrate the
opportunity for international connection. 1 University of New
Mexico. $0-$30. 10am. ALL-AGES! 277-4032. alibi.com/v/6xb7.

FRIDAY NOV 22
KIDS
MAIN LIBRARY STEM Labs. Program activities provide hands-on
and minds-on lessons for kids including activities where these
fields are both fun and interesting. 501 Copper Ave NW. 3:30-5pm.
768-5141. alibi.com/v/6vl5.

LEARN
!EXPLORA! Geek Out for Adults. Dabble in comics, a LEGO®
creation station, coding, board games and more with live music
by The Cumberlands and food from Urban Hotdog. 1701 Mountain
Rd NW. $7-$10. 6:30-10pm. 18+. 224-8300. alibi.com/v/6xc9.

UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL NEW MEXICO Creating Culturally
Inclusive Communications Strategies and Messaging. Learn how
to incorporate inclusive language and content into marketing and
communications plans. 2340 Alamo Ave SE #200. $25. 9-11am.
245-1727. alibi.com/v/6wmw.

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO International Education Week. 1
University of New Mexico. $0-$30. 10am. ALL-AGES! See 11/21
listing.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
SELF SERVE Strengthening Relationships and Resolving Sexual
Conflict. Understand how to reconnect with your partner and how
to keep everyone feeling satisfied and understood. 112
Morningside Dr NE. $20. 5pm. 18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/6x6e.

CANNABIS
PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY Bud’s WAP. Bud’s weekly aggregation of
patients is a medical cannabis sharing and educational event
hosted by Sheridan Lund. You must have proof of a medical
cannabis card and photo ID. 526 Washington St. $8. 6:30-8pm.
21+. alibi.com/v/6qj1.

SATURDAY NOV 23
BLACK SNOUT BREWHOUSE Hops and Pop-Up Shops. Shop and
sip local craft beer with artists and vendors including, MzKats
Kreations, Two Stoned Betties, Cody Saint Arnold and Whispering
Bean Coffee Roasters as well as live music and raffle prizes.
11500 Menaul Blvd NE. 1-6pm. 21+. 296-8166.
alibi.com/v/6xh7.

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Viva La Cultura: Montezuma Ball. A historic
fundraising event to support NM’s history, heritage and traditions
with Dual Language Education of NM, Junior Achievement of NM
and Heritage Resorts. 800 Rio Grande Blvd NW. 6-11pm.
ALL-AGES! 243-0648. alibi.com/v/6pz7.

OSUNA NURSERY Christmas Open House. Get into the holiday
spirit with live music by DJ MQ, hot drinks, sweet and savory treats,
one-of-a-kind ornaments, live Christmas trees, poinsettias, wreaths,
garland, decor and more. 501 Osuna Rd NE. 11am-2pm.
ALL-AGES! 345-6644. alibi.com/v/6x9e.

SOUTHWEST ORGANIZING PROJECT Socialist Reading Group.
ABQ Democratic Socialists of America host a biweekly reading
group to tackle leftist-literature in a friendly group setting. No prior
reading required. 211 10th St SW. 9-11am. 15+. alibi.com/v/6qlo.

KIDS
ST. MARK’S ON THE MESA EPISCOPAL CHURCH Family Music
Class Demo. This class builds on children’s natural enthusiasm
for music and movement with basic musical skills needed to enjoy
school and social musical activities as well as studying an instru-
ment. 431 Richmond Pl NE. 10am-10:45pm. ALL-AGES!
322-7848. alibi.com/v/6xpe.

LEARN
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Make a Difference: Tutor a
Child. The Humanist Society of NM presents Vicki DeVigne, Director
of Tutoring Program at Albuquerque Oasis as she discusses tutoring
children. 10:30am-12:30pm. alibi.com/v/6xoj. Also, Memories
of Wells Park: Changing Perspectives. The Wells Park Oral History
Project shares their memories through a panel discussion and a
chance for stories from the audience, coordinated by Dr. Martha
Heard. 423 Central Ave NE. 2-3:30pm. ALL-AGES! 848-1376.
alibi.com/v/6vm4.

SPORTS
MARIPOSA BASIN PARK Albuturkey Ultimate Frisbee Hat
Tournament. A two-day tournament that includes six games, snacks
and dinner after the first day. A team is provided. 6401 Taylor
Ranch NW. $20. 8:30am. 15+. alibi.com/v/6xbm.

SUNDAY NOV 24
ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH An Alternative Christmas
Fair. Benefit others and find meaningful gifts for loved ones with
a silent auction benefitting a local Habitat for Humanity House
and food is available. 5301 Ponderosa Ave NE. 11am-2pm.
ALL-AGES! 881-9626. alibi.com/v/6wyp.

TUESDAY NOV 26
PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY LGBQT Support Group. A community
support group for all ages open to anyone needing comfort, relief
or a voice. 526 Washington St. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/6kxd.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE FLOWER MARKET DIY Floral Class: Thanksgiving
Floral. Create a professional quality flower arrangement with step-
by-step instructions from a floral design instructor. All tools and
material provided. 3119 San Mateo Blvd NE. $40. 6-8pm. 15+.
881-3336. alibi.com/v/6x5v.
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SATURDAY NOV 23
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Kubatana Marimba

Southwest 12th Annual Benefit Dance Party for Tariro. Tap
your feet to Zimbabwe style marimba music to benefit

Tariro, whose mission is to educate and empower young
women and girls in Zimbabwean communities affected by
HIV/AIDS. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $0-$20. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!

250-4566. alibi.com/v/6xaz.

CALENDARS

ARTS & LIT
THURSDAY NOV 21
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY 3rd Thursday:
Dark Crystal. Enjoy music, fun programs, art making for all ages, a
cash bar and small plates at the cafe for a teaser evening of the
upcoming The Jim Henson Exhibition: Imagination Unlimited. 2000
Mountain Rd NW. 5-8:30pm. 764-6517. alibi.com/v/6wmo.

STAGE
TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Strange as it Seems. A
new work about when dreams feel like reality and reality feels like a
nightmare. The play explores shadow selves, dream life and the some-
times-horrifying reality that confronts us when we wake. 110 Gold
Ave SW. $5-$12. 7pm. alibi.com/v/6x97.

SONG & DANCE
KIMO THEATRE Roots Rising! Artists from across the roots musical
landscape gather for a night showcasing some of the best young,
contemporary talent including Matt Andersen, Gaby Moreno and Liz
Vice. 423 Central Ave NW. 7:30-9:30pm. 768-3522.
alibi.com/v/6x7p.

FRIDAY NOV 22
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NUCLEAR SCIENCE AND HISTORY Bridge
of Spies and Book Signing by Francis Gary Powers, Jr. Hear the
account of his father’s life and watch the Steven Spielberg movie. A
VIP reception is also available at an additional cost. 601 Eubank
Blvd SE. $25-$50. 5:30-9pm. ALL-AGES! 245-2137.
alibi.com/v/6wfo.

WAREHOUSE 508 Fall Showcase. Enjoy DJs, rock performances and
art exhibitions with food and snacks provided. 508 First Street NW.
5-8pm. ALL-AGES! 296-2738. alibi.com/v/6xco.

STAGE
ADOBE THEATER An Adobe Christmas Carol. In this poignant adap-
tation of Dickens’ classic tale, a group of homeless people, looking
around in hopes of finding food and warmth on Christmas Eve, come
across a copy of A Christmas Carol. 9813 Fourth Street NW. $17-$20.
7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 898-9222. alibi.com/v/6x4b.

SONG & DANCE
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Dexter Gordon Legacy Quartet.
Jazz historian Maxine Gordon, the widow of  the tenor sax legend,
presents a quartet of musicians including Doug Lawrence, Louis
Hayes, George Cables and John Webber, to pay tribute to the late

THURSDAY NOV 21
UNM ZIMMERMAN LIBRARY Headed Into the Wind: Aural

History of the Southwest. Aural historian, writer, radio
producer, jazz trumpeter and sound collage artist Jack
Loeffler provides a presentation on the history of the

Southwest through his many talents. 1900 Roma Ave NE.
5:30-7pm. alibi.com/v/6uk6.

icon. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $25-$30. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0044.
alibi.com/v/6vv9.

TORTUGA GALLERY Coffee House. Hear singer-songwriters Jimmy
Abraham, Chuck Houston, Oscar Butler, Annunciata Corazzini and
Bonnie Bluhm and enjoy Java coffee bar for snacks and coffee. 901
Edith Blvd SE. $5. 7-10pm. ALL-AGES! 306-6940. alibi.com/v/6x9g.

SATURDAY NOV 23
SANDIA HIGH SCHOOL Sandia Band Boosters Craft Fair. Enjoy 240
vendors with enticing products as well as food and entertainment.
Support the band kids. 7801 Candelaria NE. 9am-4pm. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/6t5d.

WORDS
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Fighting the War Against OCD: An Author
Talk with Gregory Gene Conrad. A presentation on Obsessive-
Compulsive Disorder as the author shares bits of his memoir and
draws from his own first-hand experience of having the disorder. Books
are available for purchase. 6901 Barstow St NE. 2-3pm. ALL-AGES!
857-8321. alibi.com/v/6vky.

PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE RJ “The Story Guy” Mirabal Signing Event.
The retired Los Lunas high school teacher talks about and sign his
first book in a new children’s series,Trixie Finds Her People: Trixie the
Brown Dog Book 1. 5850 Eubank Blvd NE. 4-5:20pm. ALL-AGES!
294-2026. alibi.com/v/6wyq.

ART
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY Opening Reception:
The Jim Henson Exhibition. The ABQ Youth Symphony Choir performs,
Cheryl Henson, daughter of Jim Henson, discusses Jim’s contributions
to the art of puppetry and a family workshop to create a work of art
related to the exhibition. 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 9am-5pm. ALL-AGES!
764-6515. alibi.com/v/6wmq.

OT CIRCUS GALLERY Open House. View several works of art and
creations from ABQ creatives and nosh on light refreshments. 709
Central Ave NW. 5-8pm. ALL-AGES! 415-4643. alibi.com/v/6xcm.

STAGE
ADOBE THEATER An Adobe Christmas Carol. 9813 Fourth Street NW.
$17-$20. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 11/22 listing.

RODEY THEATRE, Popejoy Hall A Christmas Carol. With an infuriated
“Bah! Humbug!” Scrooge summarizes his feelings of Christmas tidings
and charitable giving, but is forced to face his selfish ways when three
ghosts lead him through his past, present and future. 203 Cornell
Dr NE. $22-$26. 7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES! 925-5858.
alibi.com/v/6xcg.

SONG & DANCE
CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN Thomas Tallis: Spem in Alium.
Hear a reconstruction of the monumental 40-part motet written in
1570 for eight choirs of five voices each, arguably the greatest work
of Renaissance choral music by an English composer. 318 Silver Ave
SW. $0-$25. 5pm. ALL-AGES! 821-1956. alibi.com/v/6vl7.

ST. STEPHEN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Solid Grounds
Coffeehouse. No Strings Attached Bluegrass Band brings the joy of
live acoustic music, presenting a blend of traditional harmony singing
and lively instrumentation. 4601 Juan Tabo NE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!
293-9673. alibi.com/v/6xge.

FILM
GUILD CINEMA Wave Twisters and Party Rockers. Catch a screening
of this short film derived from hip-hop culture followed by a party
with open decks. 3405 Central Ave NE. 2-10pm. 18+. 255-1848.
alibi.com/v/6vpy.

SUNDAY NOV 24
WORDS
STRANGEFLOCK GALLERY Gold Writing Group. Writers of all genres
are invited to be inspired by the monthly artwork in the gallery or
partake in a more constructed workshop hosted by local and national
guest writers. 609 Gold Ave SW. $5. 12:30-3:30pm. 18+.
alibi.com/v/6kgf.

STAGE
ADOBE THEATER An Adobe Christmas Carol. In this poignant adap-
tation of Dickens’ classic tale, a group of homeless people, looking
around in hopes of finding food and warmth on Christmas Eve, come
across a copy of A Christmas Carol. 9813 Fourth Street NW. $17-$20.
2pm. ALL-AGES! See 11/22 listing.

SONG & DANCE
KELLER HALL Collage: New Sounds and Images. An evening of original
music with projected images by students of the UNM Composition
Studio, featuring works by Jonathan Spiller, Christopher Orphal,
Benjamin Work and many more. University of New Mexico. 8pm.
ALL-AGES! (406) 240-6939. alibi.com/v/6xcr.

KIMO THEATRE Flor de Toloache and Villalobos Brothers. The Latin
Grammy-winning, New York-based all-female ensemble and the
brothers, one of today’s leading Contemporary Mexican ensembles,
play live. 423 Central Ave NW. 7:30-9:30pm. 768-3522.
alibi.com/v/6x8w.

TUESDAY NOV 26
WORDS
PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE Connie Willis and Melinda Snodgrass. Connie
Willis, the most decorated science-fiction author alive, and Melinda
Snodgrass, screenwriter and novelist of Santa Fe, talk about Trunk
Books: Abandoned Projects. 5850 Eubank Blvd NE. 5:30-6:55pm.
ALL-AGES! 294-2026. alibi.com/v/6x9k.
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MUSIC

THURSDAY NOV 21
LAUNCHPAD Speedbuggy • cowpunk • DK and The

Affordables • Shotzilla • 9pm

THURSDAY NOV 21
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Jackbox Party Pack

Night with Dan Pennington • improv comedy • 6pm

MONDAY NOV 25
HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Snails • EDM, trap • 7pm

THURSDAY NOV 21
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Rob Roman • variety •
4:30pm • Rhonda Herd and Bob Dodson • variety • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
32K Karaoke • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Austin
Van • country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Chris Dracup • acoustic, blues, funk, soul •
6pm • FREE

DIRTY BOURBON William Bannister • variety • 6pm • 5 • 21+

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Westwind Band •
country • 7pm • FREE • 21+

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Above Average Open Mic • 6:30pm •
FREE • 13+

LAVA ROCK BREWING COMPANY Oscar Butler • contemporary,
folk • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Johnny Lloyd • country • 7pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Juanita Band • classic rock • 6pm • FREE •
21+

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Stanlie Kee • blues •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING CO. Halfway Decent Karaoke • 7pm • 21+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND South3rn Turpike3 Broth3rz • variety •
7pm • $5 • 21+

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Craig Miller • pop, classic rock •
6pm

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY RJ Perez • funk, blues • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 7pm

COMEDY
B2B2 BARRIO Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • 15+

NEXUS SILVER TAPROOM Buck D. Presents Laughter Witta Side
of Soul Food • stand-up comedy • 8pm • FREE • 18+

FRIDAY NOV 22
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Trinity Soul • variety •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM JJ
and The Mystic Roots • funk, rock, reggae • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Beg,
Borrow and Steal • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CAKE NIGHTCLUB Lil Jon • crunk, hip-hop, DJ set • 9pm • $20-$40 •
21+

DIRTY BOURBON William Bannister • variety • 6pm • 5 • 21+

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Tequila Rain • Latin,
classic rock • 9pm • FREE • 21+

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety • 7:30pm • $20 •
ALL-AGES!

INSIDE OUT The Riddims • roots, rock, reggae • Reviva • Johnny
Luv Band • Positrax • funk, hip-hop, electrofunk, Latin • 8pm

LAUNCHPAD Authority Zero • punk • D20 • Pawn Shop Poster
Boys • ska, reggae • Subtle Knife • 9pm

LAVA ROCK BREWING COMPANY Rebecca Arscott • variety •
8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAZY LIZARD GRILL, Cedar Crest Odd Dog • classic rock • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Rachel and Trey • singer-song-
writer • 5pm • Hella Bella • rock • 9pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Atomic Balm • rock, blues • 6pm • FREE •
21+

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Cali Shaw • indie,
folk, Americana • 8pm • FREE • 21+

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL Last Call • swing, jazz, soul, blues,
R&B • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER Wax Dolls • house, techno • 9pm • $5

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Third Seven • eclectic cello • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Sunset Jazz Sessions • James
McIntire Trio • jazz • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING LOS LUNAS, Los Lunas Anthony Torrez
and the Regulators • outlaw country • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Gin and Jazz • The
Mumbojumbo Jazz Band • Eddie Brewer and the Manic Episodes •
jazz, swing, bossa nova • 5pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE JD Nash • singer-songwriter •
6pm

COMEDY
THE LIBRARY BAR & GRILL Brain Gang Trivia • 8pm • FREE • 18+

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Headliners 505
Comedy Presents Friday Night Fools • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm •
$10 • 18+

SATURDAY NOV 23
THE BARLEY ROOM Traveler in Pain • rock, metal • 8pm • FREE •
21+

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Rob Roman • variety •
4:30pm • Lincoln County • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Slim and the Bluetones • blues, classic rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Joe De
Rusha • variety • 4:30pm • The Blunts • rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON William Bannister • variety • 6pm • 5 • 21+

ECLIPSE Corridos Y Guitarras • variety • 6:30pm

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Tequila Rain • Latin,
classic rock • 9pm • FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Icon for Hire • alt.rock, electronica • 2:30pm • Dirty
Deeds Burlesque Presents Dia de los Muertos • Pistol Holliday •
burlesque • Jessica Stone DeLorean • drag • 8pm

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Stuart Welles Band • blues • Hot
Honey Duo • Americana, singer-songwriter • 2pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras H-2-8 • rock • 1:30pm • Iron Chiwawa • classic
rock • 6pm • FREE • 21+

STONE FACE TAVERN Odd Dog • classic rock • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. DJ Wae Fonkey • hip-hop, R&B • 7pm

TRACTOR BREWING LOS LUNAS, Los Lunas John Matthew •
country • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Javier Ortega • indie, pop • 6pm

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Rags and Riches • pop, rock • 8:30pm •
FREE • 21+

COMEDY
O’HARE’S GRILLE & PUB, Rio Rancho Brain Gang Trivia • 8:30pm •
FREE • 18+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Saturday Stand-Up Spectacular •
stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $5 • 18+

SUNDAY NOV 24
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Porter Draw • alt.country, Americana, blue-
grass • 4pm • FREE

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety • 4pm • $20 •
ALL-AGES!

ISLETA RESORT & CASINO Chubby Checker • rock, oldies • 3pm

KAKTUS BREWING COMPANY, Bernalillo Kaktus Kats Blues Jam •
3pm

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY TobyRiffic Karaoke Show • 3pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Key Frances Band • blues • 2pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Rockamatics • rock • 3pm • FREE • 21+

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Rye Creek • folk, Irish • 4pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND South3rn Turpike3 Broth3rz • variety •
7pm • $5 • 21+

SISTER Divide and Dissolve • doom metal • 7pm • $10

COMEDY
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Smooth Sunday Comedy Open Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm •
FREE • 21+

MONDAY NOV 25
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Open
Mic with Rob Roman • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SUNSHINE THEATER Morbid Angel • Watain • black metal •
Incantation • death metal • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Old-Time Jam Circle • 7:30pm

COMEDY
CANTEEN TAPROOM Brain Gang Trivia • 7pm • FREE • 18+

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY OG Monday: A Comedy Open
Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

TUESDAY NOV 26
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Open Mic with
Spiral Pilots • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Big Sandy & His Fly-Rite Boys • rockabilly • The
Shadow Men • 8pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Bring Your Own Vinyl • 6pm •
FREE • 21+

STEEL BENDER BREWYARD Porter Draw • alt.country, Americana,
bluegrass • Gershom Brothers • folk, Americana • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 8pm •
FREE • 21+

WEDNESDAY NOV 27
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Music with Mike •
variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Chris
Ravin • rock ’n’ roll • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE BURGER STAND Tres Pendejos • rock, pop, reggae • 6pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Tylor Brandon • acoustic, country • 6pm

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Bear Grillz • trap • 9pm

LAUNCHPAD A Very Selena Thanksgiving • Amanda Machon y Los
Metamorfos • Latin • 9pm

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Dear Doctor • singer-songwriter •
7pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Secret 7 • rock, blues, R&B • 6pm • FREE •
21+

STONE FACE TAVERN Odd Dog • classic rock • 8:30pm • FREE •
21+

COMEDY
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • 18+

ENCHANTED CIRCLE BREWING Beer Drinking Songs: Interactive
Trivia • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Casual Wednesdays
Open Mic • Royal Wood • Kevin Baca • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

THURSDAY NOV 21
PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY Community Pot Luck Dinner. Enjoy a
community meal at the art and education center. Don’t forget
to bring a contribution. 526 Washington St. FREE. 7pm. ALL-AGES!
(512) 573-5279. alibi.com/v/6qig.

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Friendsgiving. Enjoy a beer-
paired, stress-free, four-course dinner inspired by the traditional
Thanksgiving meals everyone knows and love. 1912 Second
Street NW. $25. 7-9pm. 21+. 900-3909. alibi.com/v/6x9f.

FRIDAY NOV 22
LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Friday Farmers Market. Enjoy live
music, a kids’ zone, craft beers, vendors and food. 319 Fifth
Street SW. FREE. 3pm. ALL-AGES! 550-1119. alibi.com/v/6el1.

SATURDAY NOV 23
FUSION THEATRE COMPANY Downtown Growers’ Market Winter
Market. A three-week extension of the regular market with a
variety of vendors including local farmers, artisans and food
vendors. 700 First Street NW. FREE. 10am-1pm. ALL-AGES!
252-2959. alibi.com/v/6vwy.

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Smokin’ Saturdays. Mighty
Mike’s Meats is smokin’ on the patio. 206 Broadway SE. 4-8pm.
21+. alibi.com/v/6ql8.

FOOD
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FILM | FILM REVIEW

As if that weren’t enough, New York
hairstylist Ilene (Marisa Tomei) happens to
wander through the village with her boyfriend,
assistant cinematographer Gary (Greg
Kinnear). They’re both working on the new
Star Wars film in nearby Spain and have
dropped by Portugal for a brief respite.
Coincidentally crossing paths with Frankie
and her family inspires Greg to resurrect old
ideas of directing his own independent film—
which, wouldn’t you know it, has a perfect role
for Frankie. 

Frankie, however, is harboring a secret.
Seems that the cancer she conquered years ago
has returned, and she is not expected to live
out the year. It’s a secret she’s shared with no
one other than her son, who seems reluctant
to talk about such gauche topics as inheritance
taxes. Once viewers are made privy to this
information, this simple idyll takes on a whole
new weight. This may be, we realize, the last
time this family is together.

And yet, Sachs is in no rush to provide
them with any particularly poignant moments.
Over the dusk-to-dawn course of this day, the
family members go about their own personal
episodic dramas, oblivious to the larger course
of events. Frankie is talked into attending a
birthday party for a fan she meets on the
street. Jimmy chats with Tiago (Carloto
Cotta), a Portuguese guide who loves to spin
tales of the local mythology: ancient fountains
believed to improve marital prospects and
church holy waters said to cure all ills. Silvia
squabbles with her hubby. Maya tries out a
boogie board. Ilene and Gary discuss getting
hitched.

Like a white cotton sheet hung on a
clothesline and waving slowly in the summer
breeze, Frankie is lovely and sedate and so thin
that the sun shines through. Sachs should be
commended for avoiding overworked
melodrama. There are moments when he
achieves (consciously, no doubt) the sort of
casual-yet-articulate, everyday chattiness of
French New Wave director Éric Rohmer (My
Night at Maud’s, Claire’s Knee, Love in the
Afternoon, Pauline at the Beach). Pascal
Greggory, white-haired and elderly here,
actually starred as lanky stud Pierre in Rohmer’s
similarly vacation-based 1983 film Pauline on
the Beach—so the connection isn’t mere
speculation. But Sachs’ earlier, more personal
films (often based in the American South and
featuring far more prominent gay characters)
had a heftier emotional impact. 

Frankie’s haughty, diva-ish acceptance of
her fate doesn’t exactly turn this into a
tearjerker. One particularly intimate scene
between Jimmy and Frankie shows off the skill
of Gleeson and Huppert and hints at the
impending loss that will soon occur. But for the
most part, Huppert seems distracted and dry. Is
this a testament to her acting skill:
intentionally creating a character who is
distracted and dry? Or is she simply
unchallenged by the microcosmic assignment?
The rest of the cast have their ups and downs,
based either on their acting skill or their lack of
dramatic arc. 

Melancholy in tone and beautifully sun-
dappled in look, Frankie is a pleasant and gentle
enough sidetrip. But it’s one of Sachs’ lesser
efforts—a largely plotless, self-serious character
study that deposits its characters in roughly the
same place they started. It’s the kind of thing
that will appeal to audiences of a certain age
and temperament. It’s like Call Me By Your
Name with all the walking around rural Europe
and talking intact, but all the sex excised. If
that sounds like your cup of tea, Frankie is the
placid, picturesque episode for you. a

Frankie
European idyll appears comfortable in first gear

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

The Penitent City
City on the Edge
podcast returns to
Guild Cinema (3405
Central Ave. NE) on
Saturday, Nov. 23 for
a special screening of
the long-lost 1936
“New Mexploitation”
film The Lash of the
Penitentes. This
cheaply produced
thriller is based on the
real-life murder of
journalist Carl Taylor
in Cedar Crest, N.M.
Actual documentary
footage of New
Mexican Penitentes—
a Catholic religious

sect that engages in self-flagellation—were
later combined with a (heavily fictionalized)
version of Taylor’s murder, which took place in
February of 1936 and was detailed in a Time
magazine article (titled “Blood in New Mexico”).
The resulting “Poverty Row” exploitation flick
was heavily condemned by the movie-rating
Hays Office and survives only in a heavily
edited version. The City on the Edge gang will
be on hand to deliver more information about
the strange history of this New Mexico-lensed
thriller. The screening/podcast gets underway
at 1pm on Saturday, Nov. 23. Tickets are $8.

The Boy Who Would Be King
The South Broadway Library (1025 Broadway
Blvd. SE) presents a free family movie screening
of Disney’s 1963 animated adaptation of the
King Arthur legend, The Sword in the Stone.
The screening takes place this Saturday, Nov.
23, starting at 1pm in the Library’s youth section
(appropriately enough). The 75-minute film is
rated G, but all children must be accompanied by
an adult.

Explore “Expolo”
The made-in-Albuquerque short film “Expolo”
has its theatrical premiere this Sunday, Nov. 24,
at noon at Guild Cinema (3405 Central Ave.
NE). Written and directed by David D. Perez,
this 20-minute sci-fi film spins the story of a
codependent young woman who, with the help
of her wealthy father, finds a way to
“permanently bond herself to her ex-boyfriend
through an unethical process involving DNA
blending.” Cast and crew will be on hand to
introduce the film. Tickets are $5 at the door. 

Submit Early, Submit Often
High Desert Screening, which wrapped up its
third annual outing in October at the South
Broadway Cultural Center, is already on the hunt
for locally made movie trailers, music videos,
short films and student films for next year’s
event. High Desert Screening is described as “a
collaboration of New Mexico artists working
together to bring a showcase to share their
projects with one another and the public to
entertain, educate and inspire New Mexico’s
unique theatrical and visual arts scene.” To
submit your work, email
highdesertscreening@gmail.com with the
following: name of director, poster, trailer, link to
YouTube or Vimeo video, high quality link
(Dropbox or Google Drive) for the project, small
synopsis and contact information. Be sure to
use the subject line “HDS2020.” Submissions
are free.  a

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

A
ward-winning, non-Hollywood filmmaker
Ira Sachs (The Delta, Forty Shades of Blue,

Married Life, Keep the Lights On, Love Is

Strange, Little Men) returns to theaters with all
the trademark elements necessary for an art
house drama in tow. His latest indie, Frankie,
boasts a star-studded cast, an exotic locale, 90
minutes worth of dysfunctional family drama
and a tone so low-key it couldn’t possibly
overexcite its target audience of retirement age
moviegoers.

The “Frankie” of the title is François
Crémont, a famed French movie actress of a
certain age (played by famed French movie
actress of a certain age Isabelle Huppert). It
appears that Frankie has forcibly assembled her
extended family in a picturesque rural corner
of Portugal for a relaxing summer vacation. As
Frankie surveys her diverse clan and the
pastoral landscape with equal, flinty, closed-
mouth judgment, everyone goes about their
day, crossing in front of Sachs’ lens at various
intervals to trade some one-on-one dialogue.

We have Frankie’s patient husband Jimmy
(Irish actor Brendan Gleeson), who spends
most of the day commiserating with Michel
(Pascal Greggory), a Parisian restaurateur who
happens to be Frankie’s first husband. (It’s all
good; Michel is gay now.) There’s also Frankie
and Michel’s grown son Paul (Jérémie Renier),
a louche, lazy rich kid who nonetheless seems
to have his mother’s trust. The two wander the
hilly, historic streets of Sintra discussing family
business. Continuing the extended family is
Jimmy’s daughter from a previous marriage,
Silvia (Vinette Robinson), who is
contemplating leaving her husband (Ariyon
Bakare). Silvia’s young daughter Maya (Sennia
Nanua), meanwhile, wanders off to a nearby
beach and meets a handsome teenage boy with
whom she flirts.

Frankie
Written and directed by Ira Sachs

Starring Isabelle Huppert, Brendan Gleeson,

Marisa Tomei, Greg Kinnear

Rated PG-13

Opens Friday 11/22.

“Next year, we’re going to The Wizarding World of Harry Potter at Universal Orlando.”
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Put a Ring on It
Deets about Amazon’s “LOTR” emerge

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

A
mazon Studios snapped up global TV rights
to J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings in
2017. That has left fans with two full years

in which to speculate, dream and monger a
stream of wild rumors. But production is finally
beginning, and we’re getting our first,
tantalizing facts about this much-anticipated
fantasy series.

According to a contract signed between
Amazon and Tolkien’s estate, production on the
series must begin in early 2020—so the network
is planning on shooting the first two episodes of
Season 1 very soon. This will allow producers
and showrunners to evaluate the direction of
the series and make corrections before the bulk
of the season gets underway. (Pilot episodes are
shot, recast, rewritten and reshot all the time in
this manner.) Writers, producers and
showrunners will have four to five months after
the pilot is lensed to get the show in order.

With production on the series ramping up, a
number of behind-the-scenes details have
begun leaking out. We already know that
Amazon Studios paid $250 million for 5 seasons
worth of rights to Tolkien’s books. The budget
of the series, which will stream on Amazon
Prime, is set at $1 billion. That makes it the
most expensive TV series in history. (Step
aside, “Game of Thrones.”) The showrunners
and executive producers (at least for now) are
J.D. Payne and Patrick McKay, a pair of
unknown writers who penned an upcoming, as-
yet-untitled Star Trek movie sequel. The two
pilot episodes of this LOTR series are going to
be directed by Spanish filmmaker J.A. Bayona
(The Orphanage, A Monster Calls, Jurassic

World: Fallen Kingdom). Amazon has already
greenlit a second season, meaning the bulk of
season 1 and 2 will be shot back-to-back in
New Zealand—just like Peter Jackson’s epic
take on the books. (Jackson, however, is not
involved in this new series.) Amazon expects
the entire shoot to take two years, meaning the
show is not likely to premiere until 2021.
(Though some fans are still holding out hope
for a late 2020 sneak preview.) 

Based on the teaser trailers leaked so far, this
new series is set during the Second Age of
Middle-earth. That time period ends with the
first defeat of the villainous Sauron (an incident
glimpsed in The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship
of the Rings’ opening preamble). That’s about

3,000 years before the events in Tolkien’s famed
LOTR trilogy. Little has been mentioned about
what shape the story will take. We do know the
series will mine Tolkien’s literary history,
settings and characters—but it will feature an
original, newly developed plotline. 

Despite the lack of story details, a few cast
members have been mentioned. Australian
actress Markella Kavenagh (who appeared in
the Picnic at Hanging Rock mini-series) has
been cast in the central role of “Tyra”—
although, since the character does not exist in
Tolkien’s books, the name doesn’t tell us
much. Also on the early cast list are Maxim
Baldry (“Years and Years”), Will Poulter (The
Maze Runner) and Joseph Mawle (“Game of
Thrones”). As far as we know, none of the cast
from Jackson’s films will be returning for this
prequel series. Ian McKellen has said he’s
ready, willing and able to play Gandalf the
wizard once again—although he admitted in a
recent interview that he hasn’t been asked.
Producers could go with a younger actor, of
course—but since Gandalf is over 7,000 years
old, rolling back a few millenia wouldn’t make
much of a difference. Also, no one involved
with the production has confirmed that
Gandalf appears in this story anyway, so this
line of speculation could just be a pipe dream. 

So far, that’s about it for details. It’s not a lot
to go on. While the budget is enough to give
LOTR fans hope that the series will look
appropriately epic, the idea of spinning new
stories within Tolkien’s universe is concerning.
Are Payne and McKay and their staff of writers
up to the task? Can Bayona match the majesty
of what Jackson was able to accomplish? Looks
like we’ve got at least another year of rumor
mongering before we find out for sure. a

THE WEEK IN

“Dino Girl Gauko” (Netflix Streaming
anytime) From the makers of “Crayon
Shin-Chan” comes this cute kids’ toon
about a tween girl who turns into a fire-
breathing dragon when her anger
“exceeds maximum level.” 

“Dolly Parton’s Heartstrings” (Netflix
streaming anytime) Eight stories about
faith, love and forgiveness—all inspired
by classic Dolly Parton songs—come to
life in this sentimental anthology series
starring Kathleen Turner, Ginnifer
Goodwin, Julianne Hough, Camryn
Manheim, Delta Burke, Gerald McRaney,
Melissa Leo and Mac Davis.

“The Feed” (Amazon streaming anytime)
The Brits exceed at psychological
thrillers. In this one (based on the novel
by Nick Clark Windo), an inventor
(David Thewlis) gets fabulously wealthy
by creating a technology that allows
people to share information, emotions
and memories instantly. But when
things start to go wrong and users
become murderous, his family is driven
apart as they struggle to control the
technological monster he unleashed. 

“Nobody’s Looking” (Netflix streaming
anytime) From Brazil comes this
supernatural comedy about a Heavenly
guardian angel who uncovers the secret

behind the “Angelus” system’s
complicated bureaucracy, forcing him
to break the rules when it comes to
providing “luck” to humanity.

SATURDAY 23

Christmas at Graceland: Home For the

Holidays (Hallmark 6pm) Last Year’s
Christmas at Graceland (starring Kellie
Picker and Wes Brown) gets an
unrelated sequel in which two
mismatched folks, young nanny Harper
(Kaitlin Doubleday) and wealthy
widower Owen (Adrian Grenier), fall in
love over Christmas and in proximity to
Graceland. Priscilla Presley shows up
in a cameo, so there’s that!

Turkey Drop (Freeform 7pm) Olivia Holt
(“Cloak & Dagger”) stars as a young
woman who returns to her small-town
home from her freshman college year,
only to find out her high school
sweetheart is planning on dumping her
over the holidays.

SUNDAY 24

“The 2019 American Music Awards”
(KOAT-7 7pm) Ciara hosts. The Jonas
Brothers perform. Post Malone is
nominated for seven awards. Taylor
Swift gets the Artist of the Decade
award. If you can find a reason to watch
in all of that, knock yourself out.

THURSDAY 21

“Cheat” (Sundance Now streaming
anytime) This four-part psychological
thriller from British broadcaster ITV hits
Sundance’s streaming service. The twisty
plot concerns a college professor
(Katherine Kelly from “The Night
Manager”) who gets into a “dangerous
relationship” with a student (Molly
Windsor from “Three Girls”) and is thrust
into a case of academic deception with
fatal consequences.

“Mortel” (Netflix streaming anytime)
Netflix goes to France for this sci-
fi/supernatural series. After making a
deal with a mysterious supernatural
entity, two high school students emerge
with extraordinary powers and join forces
to solve a murder. 

FRIDAY 22

“Costume Quest: Heroes on Holiday”
(Amazon streaming anytime) The
popular role-playing video game about
trick-or-treating kids who transform into
whatever costumes they’re wearing in
order to fight monsters got turned into an
animated series earlier this year. Not sure
how well the Halloween-centric show
translates into a Christmas special, but
here we are.

MONDAY 25

“Wrap Battle” (Freeform 7pm) TV is
loaded with pointless reality show
competitions. So why not a $50,000
competition to see who in America is the
best Christmas present wrapper? Carson
Kressley, Candy Spelling and Wanda Wen
(founder of “stationary and luxury paper
brand” Soolip) are among the celebrity
judges. … Why does this feel more like a
Christopher Guest mockmentary than
something that is actually happening?

TUESDAY 26

“Dolly Parton: 50 Years at the Opry”
(KOB-4 8pm) I don’t mean to alarm
anyone, but is Dolly Parton dying of
cancer or something? Between last
week’s “Dolly Parton: Here She Comes
Again!” special and her hosting gig at the
CMA Awards (both on ABC) and “Dolly
Parton’s Heartstrings” over on Netflix and
this musical special on NBC, it seems like
the country icon is working it extra hard
these days.

WEDNESDAY 27

“A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving” (KOAT-7
7pm) I’m thinking, after 46 years on the
air and who knows how many annual
viewings, we just need come together as
a society and make a drinking game out
of this thing. Suggestions? a

SLOTH
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The Lash of the Penitentes (1936)
This mixture of documentary and Poverty Row ex-
ploitation is based around some film footage of
actual Penitente rituals shot in New Mexico.
Tacked onto that is a heavily fictionalized version
of the real-life murder of journalist Carl Taylor, who
was killed in Cedar Crest, N.M. in 1936 while dig-
ging into the history of the religious cult. City on
the Edge podcast presents this long-lost slice of
“New Mexploitation” along with choice tidbits
about the film’s notorious (and heavily censored)
history. 70 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Saturday
11/23 at Guild Cinema)

Tammy and the T-Rex (Gore Cut) (1994)
In 1994 this silly monster movie romance went
straight to video—where distributors cut out all the
gory special effects (from John Carl Buechler of
Ghoulies, From Beyond and A Nightmare on Elm
Street: The Dream Master fame). For decades it
was marketed as a kids’ film and became a “so
bad, it’s good” video store fave. Flash forward 25
years, and distributors have located the original,
gore-soaked director’s cut. Naive high schooler
Tammy (Denise Richards, Wild Things) falls in love
with clean-cut good guy Michael (Paul Walker, The
Fast and the Furious). Unfortunately, Michael is
cruelly murdered. Naturally, though, a mad scien-
tist transfers his brain into the body of a Tyran-
nosaurus Rex. He proceeds to escape, wreak
vengeance on his killers and reunite with his
sweetheart Tammy. Yeah, it’s bonkers. 90 minutes.
R. (Opens Friday 11/22 at Guild Cinema)

Wave Twisters (2001)
Legendary turntablist DJ Q-Bert is the man behind
this short, animated musical (based on his album
of the same name). Through a mix of live-action,
computer graphics and cel animation, a crew of
heroes, cleverly disguised as a team of oral hy-
genists, fights to save the lost arts of hip hop (B-
boying, graffiti, MCing, and of course, skratching)
from total extinction. This special, free screening
(presented by DJ Coalition and Behind the Booth
Podcast) is followed by an “open decks, open for-
mat jamboree” at Canvas Artistry (3120 Central
Ave. SE) from 4 to 10pm. 60 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Sunday 11/24 at Guild Cinema)

FILM | CAPSULES BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Queen & Slim
A young guy on the make (Daniel Kaluuya, Get
Out) and a self-serious lawyer (Jodie Turner-Smith,
“Nightflyers”) meet on a Tinder date but hit it off
horribly. As he takes her home, however, the two
run afoul of a belligerent cop. The traffic stop goes
from bad to deadly when the officer pulls his gun.
“Slim” acts in self defense, saving “Queen”—but
killing the officer. Suddenly these two unwitting
fugitives, who more or less hate one another, are
forced to embark on a cross-country Thelma &
Louise-style flight in a vintage turquoise Pontiac
Catalina. R. (Opens Wednesday 11/27 at Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium
16, High Ridge, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

The Woman Who Loves Giraffes
In 1956—four years before Jane Goodall ventured
into the world of chimpanzees and seven years be-
fore Dian Fossey left to work with mountain goril-
las—23-year-old biologist Anne Innis Dagg made a
solo journey to South Africa to study giraffes in the
wild. Here, Dagg (now 85) retraces her historic
steps through letters and original 16mm film
footage. (Opens Friday 11/22 at Guild Cinema)

RETURNING

A Bigger Splash (1973)
Jack Hazan’s “semi-fictionalized” documentary
biopic of British pop artist David Hockney has
been newly restored and returned to movie the-
aters. Through some “improvisatory narrative-fic-
tion” the director gets his wary subject to explore
the agonizing end of the lingering affair between
the notable gay artist and his muse, American
painter Peter Schlesinger. 106 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Friday 11/22 at Guild Cinema)

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
(2001)
This 2001 fantasy started out the Harry Potter se-
ries with a blast, introducing young Harry (and
much of the world) to the secret wizarding school
known as Hogwarts. Reviewed in v10 i46. 152
minutes. PG. (Sunday 11/24 at Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque)

NEW

21 Bridges
Chadwick Boseman (Black Panther) stars in this
taut but familiar crime thriller about an embattled
NYPD detective thrust into a manhunt for a pair of
cop killers. In order to stop them, he takes the un-
precedented step of shutting down all 21 bridges
out of Manhattan Island, uncovering a citywide
conspiracy in the process. 99 minutes. R. (Opens
Thursday 11/21 at Century 14 Downtown, Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium
16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood
Beloved actor Tom Hanks takes on the role of

beloved kids’ TV show host Fred Rogers in this
gentle, feel-good biopic. The story is based loosely
on a 1998 Esquire cover story in which star writer
Tom Junod set out to pen a profile of Mr. Rogers—
only to discover that spending time as an adult
with the host would have a profound healing effect
on his troubled psyche. Matthew Rhys (“The Amer-
icans”) plays our (somewhat more fictionalized)
journalist, hounded by a gloomy disposition and
daddy issues. Leave it to some artful, back-and-
forth questioning with Mr. Rogers to heal those lin-
gering childhood issues. 108 minutes. PG. (Opens
Friday 11/22 at Century 14 Downtown, Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Cherry Reel Film Festival
UNM’s Southwest Film Center presents a collec-
tion of this year’s best local student films. Audi-
ences are asked to check out the offerings while
judges award prizes to the top entries. Unrated.
(Opens Friday 11/22 at SUB Theater)

Friendsgiving
Fathom Events presents a two-day marathon of
much-loved “Friends” episodes. Day One (Nov. 24)
you get “The One Where Underdog Gets Away,” “The
One With the List,” “The One With the Football” and
“The One With All the Thanksgivings.” On Day Two
(Nov. 25) you get “The One Where Ross Got High,”
“The One Where Chandler Doesn’t Like Dogs,” “The
One With Rachel’s Other Sister” and “The One With
the Late Thanksgiving.” 100 minutes. PG. (Opens
Sunday 11/24 at Century Rio, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Frozen II
Disney’s 2013 smash animated hit gets the in-
evitable sequel. This time around Anna (Kristen
Bell), Elsa (Idina Menzel), Kristoff (Jonathan Groff)
and Olaf (Josh Gad) must leave the kingdom of
Arendelle to travel to an ancient, autumn-bound
forest and discover the origin of Elsa’s mysterious
powers—and, you know, save the kingdom. 103
minutes. PG. (Opens Thursday 11/21 at Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium
16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Knives Out
Filmmaker Rian Johnson (Brick, Looper, Stars
Wars: Episode VIII—The Last Jedi) takes Agatha
Christie-style murder mystery over the top and
back again with this giddy fun thriller. Seems that
a world-famous mystery writer (Christopher Plum-
mer) has been murdered at his lavish country es-
tate. Now it’s up to a dapper, Southern-fried
detective (Daniel Craig) to figure out which of the
guy’s quirky relatives did him in. Chris Evans?
Jamie Lee Curtis? Michael Shannon? Don John-
son? Toni Collette? 130 minutes. PG-13. (Opens
Tuesday 11/26 at Century 14 Downtown, Century
Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX)

Never Surrender: A Galaxy Quest Docu-
mentary
Filmmakers and stars discuss the filming and last-
ing social effects of 1999’s cult fave “Star Trek”
spoof Galaxy Quest. 95 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Tuesday 11/26 at Century 14 Downtown, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX)

A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood

STILL PLAYING

The Addams Family
Charles Addams’ enduringly ghoulish cartoon
characters return (appropriately enough) in com-
puter-animated form. The all-star voice cast in-
cludes Oscar Isaac (Gomez), Charlize Theron
(Morticia), Chloë Grace Moretz (Wednesday), Finn
Wolfhard (Pugsley), Nick Kroll (Uncle Fester), Bette
Midler (Grandma) and Snoop Dogg (Cousin Itt)—
all of whom do right by their characters. If only the
dull story weren’t so bogged down in kiddy film
moralizing. 87 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, AMC Al-
buquerque 12)

Charlie’s Angels
The world really didn’t need the 2000 reboot of
Charlie’s Angels. And it probably doesn’t need this
one either. But here we are. Kristen Stewart,
Naomi Scott and Ella Balinska are our three new
international superspy detectives (or whatever
Charlie’s Angels are supposed to be). Elizabeth
Banks (who also wrote and directed this one!) is
our new Bosley. Seems that a young computer
technician has blown the whistle on a dangerous
new technology and is marked for assassination.
It’s up to the Angels to protect her. 118 minutes.
PG-13. (Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX
& RPX, Century 14 Downtown)

Doctor Sleep
Stanley Kubrick’s 1980 adaptation of Stephen
King’s The Shining gets a long-time-brewing se-
quel (based on the follow-up novel King wrote, of
course). Seems that little Danny Torrence, psychic
survivor of the Overlook massacre, is all growed up
now (and played by Ewan McGregor). He meets a
young girl with powers similar to his own and tries
to protect her from an evil cult that preys on chil-
dren with powers in order to remain immortal.
Mike Flanagan (Gerald’s Game, “The Haunting of
Hill House”) directs. 151 minutes. R. (Century Rio,
Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, Century 14 Downtown)
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Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058

FILM | CAPSULES BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Last Christmas
Pretty people fall in love in this tale of a young Yu-
goslavian emigrant to England (Emelia Clarke,
“Game of Thrones”), prone to making terrible life de-
cisions, who finds herself working as a department
store elf while dreaming of becoming a singer. One
day she meets a handsome, charming and rather
mysterious man (Henry Golding, Crazy Rich Asians).
Don’t worry, romance fans: There are plenty of weepy
complications and George Michael tunes to get all
sappy over—if you can weather the film’s one ridicu-
lous twist (involving the very literal interpretation of
a George Michael lyric). 102 minutes. PG-13. (Cen-
tury Rio, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, High Ridge, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX)

Maleficent: Mistress of Evil
Angelina Jolie returns as the living embodiment of
Disney’s evil queen from Sleeping Beauty. This time
around the witchy (but misunderstood) fairy queen’s
goddaughter Aurora (Elle Fanning, still a beauty but
no longer sleeping) is about to get married to a
handsome prince. Unfortunately, Aurora’s mother-in-
law-to-be (Michelle Pfeiffer) is secretly using the im-
pending nuptials to divide humans and fairies
forever, stranding Maleficent and Aurora on opposite
sides of a supernatural war. Reviewed in v28 i43.
118 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Al-
buquerque 12, Century 14 Downtown)

Midway
From the makers of Stargate and Independence Day
and The Day After Tomorrow comes this bombastic
dramatic recreation of the Battle of Midway. Luke
Evans, Patrick Wilson, Woody Harrelson, Mandy
Moore, Dennis Quaid, Aaron Eckhart and Nick Jonas
are among the overcrowded cast, most of whom are
flying around trying to sink the Imperial Japanese
Navy. The special effects are … constant. And the di-
alogue is … human-like. 138 minutes. PG-13. (Cen-
tury Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12)

No Safe Spaces
Comedian Adam Corolla and author Dennis Preger
turn their comedy/political lecture tour into a “docu-
mentary” with the help of the guy who co-wrote, co-
produced and co-directed Dinesh D’Souza’s
batcrap-crazy conspiracy theory rants 2016:
Obama’s America and America: Imagine the World
Without Her. The boys are deeply concerned about
the state of the First Amendment, particularly on
America’s college campuses—but mostly because
rich white comedians can’t tell jokes about gays and
blacks anymore, and our good friends the “alt-right”
neo-Nazis aren’t being given a big enough platform.
Despite all the talk about a calm and reasoned de-
bate between political opposites, the film ignores
liberals, showcasing them only in snarky cartoon
segments that mock “safe spaces,” “racial politics”
and “social justice warriors.” Reviewed in v28 i46.
95 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio)

Pain & Glory
Director Pedro Almodóvar and actor Antonio Ban-
deras get together for the seventh time. A bit more
serious and a lot more mature than some of their
previous outings (Labyrinth of Passions, Tie Me Up!
Tie Me Down!), this self-reflexive rumination of the
filmmaking business feels loosely inspired by Fed-
erico Fellini’s confessional semi-autobiography 8
1/2. Plagued by illness both physical and mental,
an aging filmmaker (Banderas) reflects back on his
childhood. At the same time, he struggles to deter-
mine his legacy in the artistic community. The result
is a deeply humanistic portrait of life lived (regret-
fully or otherwise). Reviewed in v28 i45. 113 min-
utes. R. (High Ridge)

Parasite
The latest film from brilliant South Korean director
Bong Joon-Ho (The Host, Mother, Snowpiercer) is a
pitch-black, tragicomic thriller about a poor but lov-
ing family scraping by in a crowded “semi-base-
ment” apartment on a grubby side street in Seoul.
By chance, the family’s intelligent son lands a job
tutoring an upper-class teenage girl who lives in a
massive modernist mansion. This sudden and vivid
contrast in fortunes sets up the film’s nasty, near-
Gothic twists and turns (none of which should be
spoiled). 131 minutes. R. (Century Rio, High Ridge)

Playing With Fire
Wrestlin’ thespian John Cena stars in this wacky
family comedy about a crew of rugged, manly, mus-
clebound firefighters who rescue three rambunctious
kids from a major California wildfire only to end up
having to take care of them in the firehouse. Hijinks
ensue! Fans of comedy involving people getting
bonked on the head, falling on their buttocks or oth-
erwise engaging in the time-honored tradition of
pratfalls will certainly laugh their guts out with this
one. (Also poop and fart jokes. So many poop and
fart jokes.) 96 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque
12)

Terminator: Dark Fate
James Cameron returns as producer (but not as di-
rector or screenwriter) for this sci-fi sequel, which ig-
nores the last few Terminator films and functions as
a direct sequel to 1991’s Terminator 2: Judgment
Day. Seems that the apocalyptic Judgment Day was
merely postponed, forcing waitress-turned-asskicker
Sarah Connor (Linda Hamilton) to come out of hid-
ing to protect some new target from execution at the
hands of killer robots from the future. This time
around she’s got help in the form of the latest
human/Terminator hybid (Mackenzie Davis from
“Halt and Catch Fire”) and an old frenemy (Arnold
Schwarzenegger). 128 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX
& RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12)

Zombieland: Double Tap
Since 2008’s cult hit Zombieland, writers Rhett
Reese and Paul Wernick have gone on to pen the
popular Deadpool series. Now they reunite with di-
rector Ruben Fleischer in this much-anticipated se-
quel. Zombie apocalypse survivors Columbus,
Tallahassee, Wichita and Little Rock (Jesse Eisen-
berg, Woody Harrelson, Emma Stone and Abigail
Breslin) return, facing off against some frighteningly
evolved zombies with the help of some new addi-
tions (Zoey Deutch, Rosario Dawson). 99 minutes. R.
(Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown)

SECOND RUN

Abominable
DreamWorks Animation (HShrek, Kung Fu Panda)
returns with a cuddly, kid-centric fable about a
Shanghai teen who encounters a runaway yeti on
the roof of her apartment and vows to return the
magical furry fellow to his home atop Mount Ever-
est. 97 minutes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Arctic Dogs
Jeremy Renner, Anjelica Huston, James Franco,
Alec Baldwin, John Cleese and Heidi Klum provide
voices (eh, it pays the bills) for this computer-ani-
mated Canadian cartoon about a fox who works
for a package delivery service and stumbles
across the secret lair of an evil walrus who wants
to melt the Arctic. 93 minutes. PG. (Movies 8,
Movies West)

Countdown
A smartphone app predicts people’s deaths in this
bargain bin variation on Final Destination/One
Missed Call/The Ring. 90 minutes. PG-13. (Movies
8, Movies West)

Dora and the Lost City of Gold
The globe-hopping Nickelodeon kiddy cartoon
“Dora the Explorer” gets a live-action reboot. Is-
abela Moner (Transformers: The Last Knight) stars
as the inquisitive preteen who leads her friends
(including her talking monkey, voiced by Danny
Trejo) on a jungle adventure to locate her missing
parents. 102 minutes. PG. (Movies 8)

Gemini Man
Evil scientists clone an over-the-hill hitman (Will
Smith), and he’s obliged to do battle with his
younger replacement (Will Smith, but CGI). Ang
Lee (The Life of Pi, Brokeback Mountain) directs,
for some reason. 117 minutes. PG-13. (Movies 8,
Movies West)

Good Boys
Three “good” sixth grade boys ditch school and
embark on their first disobedient adventure—which
quickly devolves into a wild romp involving stolen
drugs, angry teenage girls some extremely raunchy
humor. 89 minutes. R. (Movies 8)

Hustlers
Jennifer Lopez, Constance Wu, Julia Stiles, Keke
Palmer, Cardi B and Lizzo play a group of strippers
in NYC who decide to embezzle money from the
stock traders and CEOs who visit their club during
the late-2000s financial crisis. 109 minutes. R.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

It: Chapter Two
It’s been 27 years since the demonic clown Penny-
wise haunted the kids of The Losers Club. Now
they’re all grown up (and played by the likes of
James McAvoy, Jessica Chastain and Bill Hader)
and lured back home to Derry, Maine to exorcise
the monster one final time. 169 minutes. R.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

The Lion King
Disney remakes its 1994 animated hit The Lion
King as a “live-action” film. Of course, since it’s all
done with CGI, none of it is actually live-action. It’s
just another cartoon, but with different animation.
118 minutes. PG. (Movies West)

The Peanut Butter Falcon
A young man with Down syndrome (Zack
Gottsagen) escapes from the Deep South retire-
ment home he’s been stuck in by clueless officials
in hopes of joining a pro wresting school. He soon
befriends an angry jerk of a fisherman (he’s got a
backstory, so it’s OK) played by Shia LaBeouf.
Naturally, the two travel downriver on a raft, Huck
and Finn style. 93 minutes. PG-13. (Movies West)

Rambo: Last Blood
Seems that ass-kicking Vietnam vet John Rambo
(73-year-old Sylvester Stallone) has retired to the
nice, quiet life on a rural Southwestern ranch. Un-
fortunately (and somewhat inevitably), members
of an evil Mexican drug cartel kidnaps his young
niece. Silly drug cartel. 89 minutes. R. (Movies 8,
Movies West)

Ford v Ferrari
James Mangold (Walk the Line, Logan) directs this
historical biopic about the time legendary American
car designer Carroll Shelby (Matt Damon) and infa-
mous English race car racer Ken Miles (Christian
Bale) took on the seemingly impossible task of try-
ing to build a vehicle fast enough to beat iconic Ital-
ian sports car manufacturer Ferrari at 24 Hours of
Le Mans in 1966. 152 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX
& RPX, High Ridge, AMC Albuquerque 12, Century
14 Downtown)

Gift
Inspired by Lewis Hyde’s beloved classic The Gift:
Creativity and the Artist in the Modern World, Robin
McKenna’s documentary looks in on “gift-based cul-
tures” around the world and how they are challeng-
ing the logic of global capitalism and pushing the
boundaries of art. In the Pacific Northwest, an in-
digenous carver prepares for a potlatch. In Rome a
factory occupied by migrant families is transformed
into a living museum. And in the weird wasteland of
the Burning Man Festival, a mutant bumblebee art
car distributes honey in a post-apocalyptic land-
scape. 90 minutes. Unrated. (Guild Cinema)

GLAS Presents: Animation Next
The best-of-the-best from Berkley, California’s an-
nual GLAS Animation Festival is offered up in this
collection showcasing seven bold new animated
shorts from all over the world. 90 minutes. Unrated.
(Guild Cinema)

The Good Liar
Sir Ian McKellen stars as a heartless elderly con
artist who can hardly believe his luck when he meets
a wealthy widower (Helen Mirren) online. But our
protagonist’s dastardly plan starts to fall apart when
he finds himself caring about his mark—who may be
significantly less helpless than she appears. There’s
a comfortable pleasure in seeing McKellen and Mir-
ren’s first onscreen team-up. But the film’s countless
twists and turns are too tame and tidy to elicit many
thrills. 109 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, High Ridge, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Century 14 Downtown)

Harriet
Historical hero Harriet Tubman finally gets the long-
overdue biopic treatment, courtesy of filmmaker Kasi
Lemmons (Eve’s Bayou, The Caveman’s Valentine,
Black Nativity). Cynthia Erivo (Bad Times at the El
Royale) stars as the extraordinary woman whose es-
cape from slavery in the American South laid the
tracks for the Underground Railroad, which allowed
hundreds of slaves to make the perilous journey to
freedom in the North. 125 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio, High Ridge, Century 14 Downtown)

Jojo Rabbit
Taiki Waititi (What We Do In the Shadows, Thor: Rag-
narok) writes, directs and stars (as Adolf Hitler) in
this irreverent, occasionally surreal and surprisingly
big-hearted dramedy. Our titular Jojo (Roman Griffin
Davis) is an undersized German kid who wants des-
perately to be a good Nazi. Unfortunately, he’s way
too sensitive and kindhearted. But that doesn’t stop
him from having conversations with his imaginary
childhood friend Hitler (Waititi). But when Jojo finds
a young Jewish girl hidden in the attic by his con-
cerned mother (Scarlett Johansson), he experiences
a crisis of dogma (and grows up just a little). This is
a tough tonal balancing act, and Waititi nails both
the silly satire and the painful drama—even if the
story is ultimately a slight one. Reviewed in v28 i44.
108 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio, High Ridge, Cen-
tury 14 Downtown)

Joker
After Cesar Romero, Jack Nicholson, Mark Hamill,
Heath Ledger and Jared Leto put their stamp on the
character, moody method actor Joaquin Phoenix
tries DC’s iconic villain on for size. This one swings
pretty far afield of the traditional comic book origin
stories, but writer-director Todd Phillips (Old School,
The Hangover) offers a distinctive, Martin Scorsese-
esque vision of a failed comic being disenfranchised
from society and reinventing himself as an outsized
supervillain for the ages. Reviewed in v28 i41. 121
minutes. R. (Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12, Century 14 Downtown)



SONIC REDUCER
BY AUGUST MARCH

Michael Allan Baca
Christmas Time in New Mexico

(Michael Allan Baca Music LLC)

The phrase “home for the
holidays” takes on new and
surprisingly spicy meaning
on this disc of Christmas
favorites—plus a couple of
original seasonal ditties—by
longtime local singer-

songwriter and sometime band leader Michael
Allan Baca.

Baca succeeds on making these songs—
which range from orchestrated arrangements of
classical works like Handel’s “Joy to the World”
to American Song Book favorites like Irving
Berlins “White Christmas”—by processing each
through his singular, folkishly detuned musical
vision and tremelo-laced vocals.

Sometimes the effect of these two, in
combination, can be oddly dissonant, even
disturbing, as in the tunes “Frosty the
Snowman” and the aforementioned Bing Crosby
favorite. There’s certainly room for introspection,
even some darkness in all the light of season,
Baca’s work seems to croon out to listeners and
the original tunes on this collection, bookending
the disc, are jaunty yet thoughtful.

Marshal Lawrence
Death The Moon

(Self-released)

Rocanrol is going through a
phase about reiteration. The
popular music vanguard
continues to be taken up by
hip-hop, which is so full of
innovation and is evolving
so quickly before our

nation’s stunned ears, that it’s almost possible
to forget about rock.

That said, this record is a great example of
why listners shouldn’t forget about rock when it’s
damn good—like here—even if the music itself is
heavily drawn from models of what came before.

Competently played, groovy tuneage like the
opener “Sink or Swim” seem to emerge gloriously
from the pop music ether but in fact they sound
very much like what local acts on Lance Records
(The Kreeg, Linoln Street Exit) were getting on
with 50 years ago. But when Lawrence final
strips away those sorts of inherited chains and
rocks the funk out on closer “Moon Sick” it’s with
massively redemptive effects.

Cactus Warmuth
Tumbleweed Guaranteed

(Self-released)

Fuzzy and funky like thoughts
that may roam a human head
in the middle of the night
when sleep eludes, with weird
noises coming from under the
bed and in the back room, this
album demonstrates how it’s

totally possible and totally cool to subvert the
dominant paradigms in rocanrol, transgress all
over their sticky emanations and then make a
record filled with that process and way of life.

I talked a little about derivation in rock music in
the last review and I admit I can’t listen to this
dude without thinking about Captain Beefheart
and His Magic Band. But still, this work doesn’t
even hint at being derivative. I would rather think
that Warmuth and Beefheart are in touch with the
same transdimensional entities. I don’t know how
else to explain the bizarre grandeur of tunes like
“Turquoise Artifact” or “Silver Tongue Sicko.” a
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The Fifteen Big Ones
New Mexican music awards

the award winner because they don’t have a
fiddle player anymore. But he said that Los
Garrapatas would do a killer “traditional
rancherita” to get the audience up and dancing.

Besides Los Garrapatas, this years winner’s
include perennial favorites Sparx for their new
song “Se Me Fue Mi Amor;” Lorenzo Antonio
and his latest hits, “Como No Voy A Quererte”
and “Busco Un Amor;” as well as Al Hurricane,
Jr., who will perform a recent tune called “La Ley
Del Monte.”

New Latinx acts have also been added to this
year’s ceremonies. They include Grammy Award
nominee Micky Cruz, a guitarist of Nicaraguan
and Filpino ancestry who makes his home in The
Duke City. He’ll be awarded for his recording of
“Se Me Perdido La Cadenita.” Mariachi
Cardenal from Las Vegas, N.M., will be
celebrated for their recording of “La Yaquesita.”

Other award winners include singer
songwriter AJ Martinez for “Las Altenitas,”
Johnny Sanchez y Puro Norte for a cool and
tender tune titled “Mi Barrio Querido” and
Sangre Joven, a septet from Las Vegas, N.M.
who won with a touching melody called
“Viente Años.”

This year’s award ceremony—which will
become a DVD for sale at kanw.fm— features
15 classic acts: The whole enchilada translates
into The 15 Big Ones of New Mexico. That’s
some title, eh? Good enough to make you split
the Rancho Grande for one heck of a Saturday
night dance party, dig? a

BY AUGUST MARCH

“W
hat do you mean, you haven’t heard
about Los Quince Grandes,” August
March mumbled as he dug around in

his left desk drawer for a picture he had of
himself and the two Hurricanes, Al and Al, Jr.

“This is the essence of what New Mexican
music is all about,” he proclaimed as he passed
me a red chile stained printout of a digital photo
that showed him standing between the legendary
father and son musical duo.

“These dudes truly rock,” March continued
with revelatory flair, as he went on about New
Mexican music, the legacy of Al Hurricane and
the huge awards ceremony that happens every
year to honor the music and mythology of The
Land of Enchantment.

In the past, the proceedings have been
dominated by the likes of legends: Tiny Morrie
and his musical descendants, Al Hurricane, Al
Hurricane, Jr., Lorenzo Antonio and Sparx
have always been big with audiences here in
The Land of Enchantment. They are popular
with judges, too, as this year’s roster of award-
winners suggests.

When Weekly Alibi sought out the sage words
of Al Hurricane Jr., concerning the significance
of Los 15 Grandes, he told this reporter, “It’s
important because these performance help keep
New Mexican music and our culture alive. It
demonstrates we’ve got game and it’s a fun time
for everyone who attends.”

The winners include the Los Garrapatas. The
OG Latinx combo features longtime
Albuquerque musician Gene Chavez, who is
coming out of retirement to play the awards
ceremony.
Weekly Alibi gave Chavez a phone call to find out
more about this year’s show. Chavez told us that
his band was being recognized for their signature
tune, “Jam at the Rancho,” a sort of rollicking
Nuevo Mexicano tune taken from the classic
Mexicano “Alla en el Rancho Grande,” a
standard which was popularized by the legendary
Jorge Negrete.

Asked about the music his band has lovingly
crafted, Chavez replied, “We’re a very traditional
New Mexican music group. There’s five members
to the group, it started out as 4 brothers and a
nephew. We’re playing typical, what I call down-
home New Mexico music for the past 30 years.
In our heyday, we did a lot of weddings, a lot of
anniversaries and New Year’s Eve gigs.”

This is what Chavez told Weekly Alibi about
the tune that got this year’s award: I would say it’s
the equivalent of hillbilly music, music for a
hoedown. When we recorded that, the idea
came from the melody of “[Alla En] El Rancho
Grande” and we got a fiddle player who liked
country music to sit in and we mixed the two
genres, a country fiddle with the Mexicano
lyrics—I took some liberty with the lyrics and
made them amusing. We wanted it to come
across as some guys having a good time playing
music at el rancho. That’s the kind of flavor we try
to give New Mexican music.”

Chavez said the band will indeed perform this
weekend, but he’s not sure they’re going to do

Al Hurricane, Jr.

Los 15 Grandes de Nuevo Mexico 2019

Awards Show, Concert and Dance

Route 66 Casino Legends Theater 

14500 Central Ave. SW

Saturday, Nov. 23, 7:30pm • $55 to $65 

All ages
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That’s danged exciting. I think I

mentioned that in the introduction.

Anyway, I’ve been listening to your music

this week, particularly your new single

“Holy Hell” and rather than go on and on

about it myself, I thought maybe you’d

like to tell our readers about it.

I would say my music is more like a pop
alternative. There are some rock influences
going on there, too. It feels more ballsy and
gritty and mature than down-the-line pop, but
there is a pop part to it to. I feel like my music is
a hodge podge of a lot of different influences.

How long have you been pursuing your craft

as a rocanrol singer-songwriter?

I’ve been pursuing it for the last, like solid, 10
years. I started writing music when I was 15
years old. So, total, going on 16 or 17 years now.

After that time, you’re starting to get some

great press and audiences nationwide are

getting hip to your tuneage because they

like to rock out. How does that feel?

I love that. That’s how I feel when I write
these songs and that’s the feeling I want to
convey when we’re having a party playing
them live. I feel like when I get to have that
experience with people in the room, I’m onto
something good. It feels great.

Could you please tell our readers about

your songwriting process? Could you tell us

about bringing tunes like “Holy Hell” to life?

Sure. I actually had the opportunity to work on
“Holy Hell” with JT Daly.

Cool. He’s that Nashville cat with the band

Paper Route, que no?

Right. He is a fantastic producer and songwriter.

MUSIC | MUSIC INTERVIEW 

I dig your production because it’s sort of

counterintuitive. It goes against what’s

considered hip in popular music these

days. What sort of influences led to that?

Some of what I grew up with was very
important. I grew up listening to a lot of Alanis
Morrisette, Annie Lennox and Garbage. Oh
and Portishead. But I also really love gospel
music as a kid. What I love are big, soulful
melodies. That tendency can be attributed to
my love of gospel music; I really love Yolanda
Adams, Kelly Price. That’s killer, amazing
gospel music! I was listening to Aretha and
Heart but also listening to alt.rock at the same
time. There’s an incredibly wide range of
badass women rockers who inspired me.

As a badass woman rocker, how has the

popularity of EDM and hip-hop affected

you creatively?

I think that just seeing the evolution of those
sounds and formats is affecting. I’m drawn to
electronica and there are electronic elements
in my own music. So I love and appreciate that
genre [EDM]. I dig some of that. But for myself,
I always want an organic element, lots of
organic layers in the music, so I feel more
connected and it’s more personal. Playing live
music is like reaching out and touching people.

Where are you going, Amy Guess?

I would say that I’d really like to continue
touring like crazy and being able to just
connect with people in the room [we’re
playing]. That’s my favorite part of it, meeting
people, bringing them a positive message and
empowering them, too. Being able to make
people feel good has been a blessing. I’m on the
road, meeting amazing people. As long as I can
keep doing this, that would be the dream
fulfilled. I have some headline dates at the end
of this tour, so it’s very cool.

Your show in Albuquerque is an afternoon

gig opening for Idol for Hire at the

Launchpad. What’s up with that?

Yeah, we’re going to go for it, matinee-style.

For some Gen Xers, that’s probably

perfect. What’s your audience like

these days?

The audience is actually a really good mix. We

get a good percentage of younger people, the

majority are between 18 and 28. Those are

pretty solid demographics.

Last question, rocker: Someone from the

future gets zapped back to one of your

shows and they really like it. Afterwards,

they come backstage and ask you, “What

was that and why did I love it?” What

would you reply?

Hopefully they loved it because they felt it was
honest, that it was real. I would tell them that I
sang it like I meant it and I hope the fun part
comes through. I would tell them that this
music is like getting a really big hug.a

He’s also an artist. I wrote that song with him
in Nashville. We also wrote “Save Me,” a song
that came out a few weeks back. We wrote
those in the same few days together. I knew
that that I wanted to write about the feeling of
wanting to be vulnerable in love. And how
scary it can be to feel that way, but how
important it is to break down those walls
because that’s when everything feels really
good, and gets really good: It’s when you make
yourself as vulnerable as possible.

How did the collaboration work?

JT had the track ideas and they all just really
flowed. As soon as he played his ideas for me, we
free-flowed a melody over that and I filled out
the lyrics while he was building the track.

I’ve heard that Nashville is great for rock

musicians. How’s it working out for you?

You know what? I’ve actually done a decent
amount of my work in Nashville. Some of the
producers I’ve worked with are based there. But
I’ve also worked with JT in Los Angeles. 

Tell me more.

What happened with “Lay Low” is that I
actually wrote that song with Scott Chesak in
Los Angeles.

The film score dude?

Yeah. The two of us collaborated on that song.
And it was real rock and roll. We had this
awesome hook over the chorus on that song and
we knew ... We had something we were really
excited about. We sent that to Daly and asked
him what he thought. I was interested in adding
some of his flavor to it, too. He came aboard and
added production elements and brought the
work to life.

What’s up with your touring band?

They’re awesome. I’ve got Chris Garcia playing
drums for me right now and Sergio Aldana plays
guitar on the road.

Rocanrol Woman
Amy Guess on art and honesty

Amy Guess matinee show
Launchpad • 618 Central Ave. SW

Saturday, Nov. 23 • 2:30pm • $15 • 13+

BY AUGUST MARCH

S
tumbling through the rocanrol forest with
great expectations and only some
trepidation—please no more brain-eating

nu-metal or emo hip-hop bands, mates, the sub-
sub-genre nature of the universe is starting to get
to me—August March gets to listen to all sorts
of new music.

Why, on slow days alone, there are usually a
minimum of 30 download links waiting in his
email, which is otherwise mostly consumed by
requests to find solutions to the problems that
have been haunting mankind for millennia.

But putting that duty aside and listening to
the music contained in those electronic missives
is so much more fun than going to the next City
Council meeting—like Warren Beatty’s reporter
character in The Parallax View, thought March.

It was during one of those discursive
investigations into the substance of his email
messages he received that rock critic August
March came upon the work of singer-songwriter
and total rocker Amy Guess.

Guess, from Las Vegas, Nev. has been
working on her craft since she was in high
school. In those 15 years, she’s created a
compelling, creative and totally hot body of
rocanrol-styled pop, full of nuance yet lacking
the cliches and overused techniques of much
that’s current under the American pop umbrella.

Her new work, including singles “Holy Hell”
and “Lay Low,” break boundaries, blithely
ignoring convention as the intricate melodies
and torchy vocals build to noisy, sonic crescendo
(guitars included on “Lay Low”) that engulfs
listeners in its pop-tastic flames. Those fires
climb higher and higher with a string section
included intensity that says that Guess is an
accomplished artist ready to conquer the Top 40.

It wasn’t too difficult to get in touch with
Ms. Guess. She’s on tour in Califas right now
and after dropping a couple of emails to the right
record companies, a publicist replied with Amy’s
phone number and a time to talk expressed in
Pacific Standard Time.

March loved the Pacific aspect as much as he
liked calling over to California, where it was
always sunny and warm. The phone rang a
couple times and then it was Amy Guess on the
line, live from somewhere near Sacramento.
Cool, thought March, as he began a
conversation about rock music with one of its
chief young proponents.

Weekly Alibi: Hi, I’m trying to reach Amy

Guess.

Amy Guess: Hi, this is she!

Hey, Amy, it’s August March from Weekly

Alibi in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Awesome! How are you doing?

Pretty good; I’m really psyched to talk to

you about your new music, your tour and

you know, the whole pop-rock thing. Got a

few minutes?

I do. We’re on the road to our next show right
now. We’re in the van right now, on the way to
Sacramento!

Amy Guess COURTESY OF THE ARTIST



A
s we roll toward the inevitable legalization
of cannabis in New Mexico, state
legislators have begun to get into the nitty

gritty of how to regulate the market. Last
week, a group of lawmakers met in Santa Fe to
discuss the economics of legalizing recreational
marijuana and how to protect the medical
cannabis industry from perceived threats. 

University of New Mexico economics
Professor Sarah Stith cautioned the
lawmakers against over-taxation of
recreational marijuana. “You can’t push that
tax too high or it’s just going to go on the
black market,” she told them. She also
warned that the state would need to
keep prices low to remain competitive
with the Colorado market.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham’s
legalization work group recommended
limiting taxes on recreational cannabis to
around 17 percent and licensing
producers for $500 a month with
additional per-plant fees. Under the group’s
plan, medical cannabis will become tax-
free and sold separately at all
dispensaries. The group’s leader,
Albuquerque City Councilor
Pat Davis, said the state can
expect to see more than $50
million in tax revenue within a
year of recreational cannabis
legalization and at least $94 million
once the market stabilizes in five years. 

Rep. Javier Martinez, of
Albuquerque, is reportedly leading
efforts to draft a legalization bill ahead
of the 2020 legislative session. Lujan
Grisham—who seemed leery of marijuana
legalization during her run for office—has
seemingly switched gears over the last year.
She has repeatedly shown public support for
comprehensive legalization legislation.

More Nonresidents Sign Up
Well it seems as though nonresident medical
cannabis patients are a reality in New
Mexico—for now, at least. According to the
Albuquerque Journal, to date, 130 out-of-state
patients have been accepted into the New
Mexico Medical Cannabis Program. Most of
them are from Texas.

Last month, a judge ordered the New
Mexico Department of Health to begin issuing
cards to qualified out-of-state patients after a
months-long back-and-forth between the
DOH and Ultra Health CEO Duke Rodriguez’
legal team. Rodriguez and two other plaintiffs
demanded that patients from other states be
allowed to participate in New Mexico’s
medical cannabis program after a wording
change in the medical expansion bill redefined
a patient as a “person” and not a “resident of
New Mexico.”

Since then, the DOH has reportedly issued
130 cards to out-of-state residents. Of those
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BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS BY JOSHUA LEE

Tax Talk
Legislators eye recreational market

active ingredient in Epidiolex, a
pharmaceutical used to treat rare forms of
epilepsy. The law says that any compound used
as an active ingredient in any pharmaceutical
can’t be sold over-the-counter—for good
reason. The FDA said it wouldn’t be hounding
any CBD companies until regulations are in
place, but they did say they’d go after anyone
making unsubstantiated medical claims about
their products.

Naples Daily News reports that in
September, the FDA and the Federal Trade
Commission sent a joint letter to Alternative
Laboratories, of Naples, Fla., that stated that
the company had illegally labeled CBD oil as a

dietary supplement. In October, the agencies
issued a similar letter to Rooted

Apothecary LLC, also of Naples,
accusing the company of illegally
selling unapproved CBD products that
claim to cure a number of illnesses.
They were even accused of marketing

CBD products for babies. The letter
warned that the company was

violating the Federal Trade
Commission Act.

Five other warning
letters alleging violations
related to the sale of CBD
have been sent to

companies since the
beginning of this year.

Poll: Legalization
Support Increased in
2019
A new Pew Research Center poll
found that support for marijuana

legalization rose again among US voters
over the last year.
The survey analyzed phone interviews

conducted with around 9,900 adults between
September 3 and 15. According to the results,
nearly 67 percent of Americans support
legalization, a five percentage point increase
over 2018. On top of that astonishing number,
91 percent say marijuana should be legal either
for medical and recreational use or that it
should be legal just for medical use. Only 8
percent said they wanted to keep marijuana
illegal in all circumstances.

The majority of Millennials, Generation
Xers and Boomers felt it should be legalized,
while the “Silent Generation” (those born
between 1928 and 1945, according to the
survey) were the least supportive. Democrats
and Democratic-leaning independents showed
more support (78 percent) for legalization than
Republicans and Republican-leaning
independents (55 percent).

This is a crazy turn from just a decade ago,
when cannabis was still thought of as “the
devil’s lettuce,” and no respectable American
would ever approve of its use. Count
yourselves lucky. a

patients, 119 are from Texas. The rest are from
Colorado, Arizona, Montana, Illinois and
Kansas and one patient is a Mexican national.
It’s unclear if any of them have actually
participated in the program yet.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham’s office and
the DOH are appealing the ruling, however. If
the ruling is overturned, the state could seek
to rescind all cards issued to nonresidents.

CBD Companies Warned by
Feds
The US Food and Drug Administration sent
letters to two more companies last month,
warning them to stop making unsubstantiated
medical claims about their CBD products.

The CBD market is still in an odd place,
legally speaking. Since the president signed
the 2018 Farm Bill, products containing CBD
derived from hemp are legal as long as their
meant for topical use only. Over-the-counter
consumables—like edibles and oral sprays—
are currently banned, because CBD is the

STRAIN CORNER
BY EDWARD BARRETT

Paradox at Cannaceutics

Moving from one place to the next can be a
very stressful situation. Packing dishes into
boxes, disassembling furniture, moving heavy
items around and realizing you have too many
things can lead to hair loss and popped blood
vessels. I’ve recently been undertaking this
Herculean task by taking up a new rental in a
different part of town. The stress of the move
was getting to me, so I decided I would head
over to Cannaceutics Inc. (4316 Carlisle Blvd.,
Ste. D) to see if they had anything to help with
my nerves.

The strain that caught my eye was a high-
THC sativa hybrid that was mystifyingly
named Paradox (THC: 21.20%, CBD: 0.34%—
$11/gram). The buds had a nice light green
color with a fair amount of long yellow-orange
hairs. The nuggets seemed dry but would snap
off the stems with a satisfying crunch and
crumble apart into a puffy and powdery
texture. I suppose this fine yet coarse nature
was where the paradoxical name for the strain
came about. The smell had a typical musky,
pungent, slightly skunky and herby odor.

After crumbling a brittle but
simultaneously velvety pile of bud into a bowl,
I lit it and noticed how smoothly it hit. There
was a strong earthy and piney taste that
eventually subsided and was replaced towards
the end of the smoke session with nutty
notes. I noticed a light feeling of featheriness
in my body and a very slight sensation of
visual stimulation and blurriness. I felt a bit
distracted but also more content and calmer—
and this was exactly what I needed.

After sparking a bowl of Paradox, all
worries and feelings of malcontent with my
moving endeavor subsided, and I receded into
a happy place of quiet contemplation. But I
still maintained a focused determination to
continue the arduous tasks of stacking boxes
and lifting chairs and tables. My appetite
seemed to increase, which was necessary for
all the greasy fast food I was shoving in my
face rather than go through the pain of
unearthing my pots and pans from the mound
of boxes.

Paradox was a solid and standard sativa in
smell, taste and effects. This would be a good
strain for those who need a slight boost in
productivity, creativity, appetite and pain
relief. The most beneficial results for me were
the mood elevating effects that distracted and
lifted me out of a dark place of stress and
anxiety. Paradox was exactly what I needed
and felt like a comfortable high that was
neither too intense or mellow. Perhaps the
great paradox for me was that amid all of
these large objects in my home, the one thing
that was truly bringing me some peace and
calm was a small and inert little plant kept
hidden in a jar. a
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): “Beware of what
disturbs the heart,” said Ibn Mas’ud, a companion of
the prophet Mohammed. “If something unsettles your
heart, then abandon it.” My wise Aries friend
Artemisia has a different perspective. She advises,
“Pay close attention to what disturbs the heart.
Whatever has the power to unsettle your heart will
show you a key lesson you must learn, a crucial task
you’d be smart to undertake.” Here’s my synthesis of
Ibn Mas’ud and Artemisia: Do your very best to fix the
problem revealed by your unsettled heart. Learn all
you can in the process. Then, even if the fix isn’t
totally perfect, move on. Graduate from the problem
for good.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Taurus social critic
Bertrand Russell won the Nobel Prize in Literature in
1950. He’s regarded as the founder of analytic
philosophy and one of the 20th century’s premier
intellectuals. But he went through a rough patch in
1940. He was adjudged “morally unfit” to accept his
appointment as a professor at the City College of New
York. The lawsuit that banned him from the job
described him as being “libidinous, lustful, aphrodisiac,
and irreverent.” Why? Simply because of his liberated
opinions about sexuality, which he had
conscientiously articulated in his book Marriage and
Morals. In our modern era, we’re more likely to
welcome libidinous, lustful, aphrodisiac and irreverent
ideas if they’re expressed respectfully, as Russell did.
With that as a subtext, I invite you to update and
deepen your relationship with your own sexuality in
the coming weeks.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In her poem “What the
Light Teaches,” Anne Michaels describes herself
arriving at a lover’s house soaked with rain, “dripping
with new memory.” She’s ready for “one past to grow
out of another.” In other words, she’s eager to leave
behind the story that she and her lover have lived
together up until now—and begin a new story. A
similar blessing will be available for you in the coming
weeks, Gemini: a chance for you and an intimate
partner or close ally to launch a new chapter of your
history together.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Some scientists deride
astrology despite being ignorant about it. For
example, they complain, “The miniscule gravitational
forces beaming from the planets can’t possibly have
any effect on our personal lives.” But the truth is that
most astrologers don’t believe the planets exert
influence on us with gravity or any other invisible
force. Instead, we analyze planetary movements as
evidence of a hidden order in the universe. It’s
comparable to the way weather forecasters use a
barometer to read atmospheric pressure but know
that barometers don’t cause changes in atmospheric
pressure. I hope this inspires you, Cancerian, as you
develop constructive critiques of situations in your
own sphere. Don’t rely on naive assumption and
unwarranted biases. Make sure you have the correct
facts before you proceed. If you do, you could
generate remarkable transformations in the coming
weeks.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): As you glide into the
Season of Love, I’d love you to soak up wise counsel
from the author bell hooks. (She doesn’t capitalize her
name.) “Many people want love to function like a drug,
giving them an immediate and sustained high,” she
cautions. “They want to do nothing, just passively
receive the good feeling.” I trust you won’t do that,
Leo. Here’s more from hooks: “Dreaming that love will
save us, solve all our problems or provide a steady
state of bliss or security only keeps us stuck in wishful
fantasy, undermining the real power of the love—
which is to transform us.” Are you ready to be
transformed by love, Leo?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Burrow down as deep
as you dare, Virgo. Give yourself pep talks as you
descend toward the gritty core of every matter. Feel
your way into the underground, where the roots meet
the foundations. It’s time for you to explore the
mysteries that are usually beneath your conscious
awareness. You have a mandate to reacquaint
yourself with where you came from and how you got
to where you are now.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): It’s natural and healthy
to feel both the longing to connect and the longing to
be independent. Each of those urges deserves an
honored place in your heart. But you may sometimes
experience them as being contradictory; their
opposing pulls may rouse tension. I bring this to your
attention because I suspect that the coming weeks
will be a test of your ability to not just abide in this
tension, but to learn from and thrive on it. For
inspiration, read these words by Jeanette Winterson.
“What should I do about the wild heart that wants to
be free and the tame heart that wants to come home?
I want to be held. I don’t want you to come too close. I
want you to scoop me up and bring me home at night. I
don’t want to tell you where I am. I want to be with
you.”

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The Louvre Museum
in Paris displays 38,000 objects throughout its 18
acres of floor space. Among its most treasured 13th-
century artworks is The Madonna and Child in Majesty
Surrounded by Angels, a huge painting by Italian
painter Cimabue. When a museum representative first
acquired it in the 19th century, its price was five
francs, or less than a dollar. I urge you to be on the
lookout for bargains like that in the coming weeks.
Something that could be valuable in the future may be
undervalued now.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Sagittarian
performance artist Marina Abramović observes that
Muhammad, Buddha, Jesus, and Moses “all went to
the desert as nobodies and came back as
somebodies.” She herself spent a year in Australia’s
Great Sandy Desert near Lake Disappointment,
leading her to exclaim that the desert is “the most
incredible place, because there is nothing there except
yourself, and yourself is a big deal.” From what I can
tell, Sagittarius, you’re just returning from your own
metaphorical version of the desert, which is very good
news. Welcome back! I can’t wait to see what marvels
you spawn.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Upcoming events
may bedevil your mind. They may mess with your
certainties and agitate your self-doubts. But if you
want my view about those possibilities, they’re cause
for celebration. According to my analysis of the
astrological indicators, you will benefit from having
your mind bedeviled and your certainties messed with
and your self-doubts agitated. You may ultimately
even thrive and exult and glow like a miniature sun.
Why? Because you need life to gently but firmly kick
your ass in just the right way so you’ll become alert to
opportunities you have been ignoring or blind to.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Every writer I’ve
ever known says that a key practice to becoming a
good writer is to read a lot of books. So what are we
to make of the fact that one of the 20th century’s
most celebrated novelists didn’t hew to that principle?
In 1936, three years before the publication of his last
book, Aquarian-born James Joyce confessed that he
had “not read a novel in any language for many years.”
Here’s my take on the subject: More than any other
sign of the zodiac, you Aquarians have the potential
to succeed despite not playing by conventional rules.
And I suspect your power to do that is even greater
than usual these days.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “If you are lucky
enough to find a way of life you love, you have to find
the courage to live it,” wrote Piscean novelist John
Irving. In the coming weeks, Pisces, you will have the
power to get clearer than ever before about knowing
the way of life you love. As a bonus, I predict you will
also have an expanded access to the courage
necessary to actually live that way of life. Take full
advantage! a

HOMEWORK: POSSIBLE DEFINITION OF HAPPINESS:
THE STATE THAT RESULTS FROM CULTIVATING

INTERESTING, USEFUL PROBLEMS. WHAT’S YOUR
DEFINITION? FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888
or (900) 950-7700.
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Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Education/Instruction

w
GUITAR LESSONS WITH
MARC Since closing

Marc’s Guitar Center, Marc
continues to provide private,

custom lessons. Learn to play
your favorite song, jam with
friends, music theory, and
more. Call Marc at 505-859-
2654 

Arts & Crafts

CLASSIC WOOD FRAMES
SALE Classical 30x40 &
30x36 wood frames with some
gold leaf, really cheap. Go to
artistbob.com/the-store or call
Artist Bob 505-228-5409

Musicians
Wanted/Available

R AND B/SOUL/POP SINGER

WEEKLY ALIBI HAS OVER
175,000 READERS, every
generation, from the Baby
Busters to the Baby Boomers.
Distributed throughout Abq, Rio
Rancho, Corrales, East Mountain,
Bernalillo, Placitas, Santa Fe and
Los Lunas. The Alibi is available
at restaurants, grocery stores,
college campuses, select
retailers and various downtown
locations. Coverage includes
politics, humor, film, opinion,
music, art and the most
comprehensive entertainment
guide in Nuevo Mexico. ¡Arriba!

Classified Place your ad: alibi.com
classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

Employment

CAREGIVER Silver Lining
Services, LLC Albuquerque
Satellite Office 3250 Coors
Blvd NW Suite D Accepting
applications for A Personal
Care Services Caregiver in
Albuquerque and surrounding
area. Qualified candidates
must be genuinely interested
in helping people who are

elderly or who have disabilities
of any kind. Complete an
application at 3250 Coors
Blvd NW Suite D. Silver Lining
Services, LLC is an equal
employment opportunity
employer.

PRESBYTERIAN HEALTHCARE
SERVICES seeking Clinical
Dietitian Specialist I in
Albuquerque, NM to assess
nutritnl needs, diet restrictns,

Real Estate

TO MY LGBTQ COMMUNITY
Thinking of buyingor selling a
home? Call Mike Haley at
Coldwell Banker Legacy Real
estate! Put his years of
experience to work for you. C
505 280-4222, O 505 293-
3700.

Apartments for Rent

LOW RATES! BRAND NEW
Fully Furnished Studio
Apartments – Pet Friendly! No
credit check & No lease req.
Call Now: 505-225-2673

Houses for Sale

East Mountains

MOUNTAIN HOMESTEAD
3bed2bath home;
2.75acres;Well; Barn w/ loft;
Garden House w/ Coop;
Fenced w/ ;Garden&Fruit
Trees; 30minutes to the BigI;
Great Views! Quiet Rural Living
Recent Stroke forces me to

& patient health to devlp &
implmnt dietary-care plans.
Reqs incl Bach degree,
license, & certifictn. For
details & how to submit
resume, visit
http://bit.ly/phscdsi 

RESID. YOUTH CARE WORKER
FT/PT â?” All Shifts)HSE/HS
Dip. plus + months of work
related exp., pref. working

directly w/youth & social
problems. Must be 21 years of
age. $12.16/HR; $13.66/HR
Pay diff. for Swing/Graveyard.
APPLY: YDINM.ORG

FRESQUEZ COMPANIES Join
our team at Albuquerque
Sunport! Many positions to
choose from! Apply at
www.fresquezcompanies.com
then call 505.842.4292 to
schedule an interview. 

45 y/o male soul singer
available. Ideally would work
well with a keyboard player.
Text or call, 505-269-6559.

PLACIDITY MASSAGE
THERAPY Grand Opening
getting to know you special.
$50.00 for a 60 minute
massage, includes hot rock
therapy. Foot massage $40.00
for one hour. This reduced
price is good thru November.
6200 Montgomery Blvd. Suite
C. 505-339-3992. ML# 8209

ALIBI

Please don’t stop the  I Saw You column!! We need you,

it’s entertaining, and you make ABQ a better place!! 

XOXO,

DR
Weekly Alibi: Don’t worry DR. 

We’ve got you covered. See someone you
hope to see again? Feel like giving fate a
push? Send in your I Saw You, remember to
be nice and not to include names.

Alibi staff reserves the right not to publish
submissions that do not meet Alibi policy. 

BEARDED HANDSOME GUY
Was making nachos for my nephew. I turned as you walked
into the store. We made direct eye contact as you walked in.
You got in line. I couldnt help but stare due to your well
groomed beard given I am an pogonofile it drove me crazy

Sell … $82K FIRM, CASH SALE,
AS IS, call Scott 505-221-
9340

Misc Property

Nob Hill

w
NOB HILL VENUE SPACE
900 sq ft. w/ patio & fire

pit 505-659-1281 

Body & Soul

Wellness

CORRELATIONS BODYWORK
LLC Helping with sports injury,
neck and back pain, and
stress reduction since 2007.
Eva Lipton-Ormand
LMT#5866, NTS, CHom, CCSP,
CLT correlationsbodywork.com.

LEAN STUDY. The Mind
Research Network is seeking
individuals 21-65 years of
age who are moderate to
heavy alcohol drinkers who
also smoke cigarettes daily
for a study of how an
experimental medication
affects alcohol consumption

and decision making. The
study involves five visits over
approximately 5 weeks. The
total amount of time required
is between 20 and 25 hours.
You will be compensated up
to $500 for your
participation. If you would like
to be considered for the
study, please call 505-216-

6545 or email Lean-
Study@mrn.org. Please
mention “LEAN Study”. 

Licensed Massage

MASSAGE Full body $60/hr
$80/90mins. 805 San Pedro
Dr SE, Abq. Appt: Call
Patterson 505-385-6429.
LMT 5767

you seemed so perfect with your body type beard and hair. 
I believe you wore a navy blue shirt and grey sweats. I been
looking for someone like you. I hope you are not taken I must
find you again I must know you.
I am a Woman. I saw a Man.
Where:  on 11/1/2019.

BAD RELIGION
I saw you at the Bad Religion concert looking stunning
dressed in black, with big beautiful eyes, and sitting with a
blond by the bar. You offered to buy me a drink and said that I
rescued you. We leaned into each other and had a great
conversation. The instant chemistry was magic. Before we
knew it the night was over and we went our separate ways.
Becca do you believe in fate? Is there any chance I’ll get to
see you again?
I am a Woman. I saw a Man.
Where: El Rey on 10/4/2019.
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Across

1 Sporty British car, for short

4 Pharmacy bottle

8 Military helicopter

14 Prosecutor’s need

16 Yokels

17 Drawn-out lyric in “The 12
Days of Christmas”

19 Fairly matched

20 Bathroom floor
furnishings

21 Rockstar Games title, to
fans

22 Chinese general on
menus

24 Gp. that’s supposed to be
green

26 Monarch who gives an
annual Christmas speech,
briefly

27 “Captain Underpants”
creator Pilkey

30 Drag

32 Shakes awake

34 Panel game show dating
back to the 1950s

38 “The Jeffersons” actress
Gibbs

39 It’s multifaceted

40 German camera company

43 Activity involving a few
windmills, maybe

46 Brent who played Data

48 Vast expanse

49 Badminton divider

50 Mediation asset

51 “You’ve got mail” ISP

54 Strands in a crime lab

56 Rice-Eccles Stadium
footballer

57 Pointed file

59 Online post caption with
someone pointing upward

63 Come through

68 Embedded, as tiles

69 Diner sandwich

70 Ear affliction

71 Crafter’s website

72 Part of GPS

Down

1 Boss, in Barcelona

2 Tel ___, Israel

3 Yield

4 Relax, with “out”

5 Question for an indecisive
housecat

6 “Defending our rights” org.

7 Pigeon’s perching place

8 “Atlas Shrugged” writer
Rand

9 Average score

10 Fish on a sushi menu

11 Cold medicine target

12 Thwart completely

13 Classic French work by
Montaigne (which inspired a
literary form)

15 Body shop challenge

18 Clairvoyant’s claim

23 “Miss ___” (2016 Jessica

Chastain political thriller)

25 Multi-episode story

26 Bogart’s role in “The
Caine Mutiny”

27 Low-lit

28 “Selma” director
DuVernay

29 Very thin pasta

31 “Alejandro” singer,
casually

33 “The Orchid Thief” author
Susan

35 Brief flash

36 Game with 81 different
cards

37 Grounded birds

41 The Cavs, on scoreboards

42 Naval direction

44 Retirement nest egg

45 “See me after class”
writers?

46 Artist’s workroom

47 Inventor’s acquisition

52 Rinkmaster Bobby

53 The L in PSL

55 “___ Heart Mother” (Pink
Floyd album)

58 Securely closed

60 Works the garden

61 Casually

62 They flew at Mach 2

64 “Can ___ least think it
over?”

65 Edward ___ (Victoria’s
successor)

66 Mag wheels?

67 Part of LGBTQIA+

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“I Strain”—each has three in a row.
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