
V
O

L
U

M
E

 2
8

   
|  

 I
S

S
U

E
 4

9
 | 

 D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

 5
-1

1,
  2

0
19

   
|  

 F
R

E
E

A
 T

H
R

E
S

H
O

L
D

 O
F

 D
R

E
A

M
S

  S
IN

C
E

  1
9

9
2

REINVENTIONS FOR
THANKSGIVING LEFTOVERS
PAGE 15

FOOD:
RE
THA
PAG

THE ANTIDOTE FOR THE
UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATER
PAGE 12

ART:
TH
U
PA

NONPARTISAN NOTIONS
AND A RUNOFF ELECTION
PAGES 6 & 8

NEWS:

IL
L

U
S

T
R

A
T

IO
N

 B
Y

 M
A

D
E

L
IN

E
 M

A
C

K
E

N
Z

IE



 [2]     WEEKLY ALIBI DECEMBER 5-11, 2019



DECEMBER 5-11, 2019 WEEKLY ALIBI [3]



[4]     WEEKLY ALIBI DECEMBER 5-11, 2019

alibi

Association 
of Alternative
Newsmedia

VOLUME 28  |  ISSUE 49  |  DECEMBER 5-11, 2019

EDITORIAL
MANAGING EDITOR/ FILM EDITOR:
Devin D. O’Leary (ext. 230) devin@alibi.com

MUSIC EDITOR/NEWS EDITOR:
August March (ext. 245) august@alibi.com
FOOD EDITOR:
Dan Pennington (Ext. 255) danp@alibi.com

ARTS AND LIT. EDITOR:
Clarke Condé (Ext. 239) clarke@alibi.com
COPY EDITOR:
Samantha Carrillo (ext. 223) samantha@alibi.com
CALENDARS EDITOR:
Ashli Kesali ashli@alibi.com

STAFF WRITER:
Joshua Lee (ext. 243) josh@alibi.com

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR:
Samantha Carrillo (ext. 223) samantha@alibi.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:
Robin Babb, Rob Brezsny, Carolyn Carlson, Samantha
Carrillo, Desmond Fox, Maggie Grimason, Steven Luthy,
Hosho McCreesh, Mayo Lua de Frenchie

PRODUCTION
ART DIRECTOR:
Ramona Chavez (ext. 268)   ramona@alibi.com
ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR:
Corey Yazzie corey@alibi.com
GRAPHIC DESIGNER:
Xanthe Miller xanthe@alibi.com
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER:
Eric Williams ewill23nm@gmail.com

CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS:
Max Cannon, Kayla Church, Michael Ellis, Nate Hewitt,
Alyssa Metoyer, Ryan North, Mike Organisciak, 
Jen Sorensen

SALES
SALES DIRECTOR:
Tierna Unruh-Enos (ext. 248) tierna@alibi.com

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES:
Kittie Blackwell (ext. 224) kittie@alibi.com
John Hankinson (ext. 235) john@alibi.com

EVENT AND MARKETING COORDINATOR
Madeline MacKenzie madeline@alibi.com

ADMINISTRATION
PUBLISHER:
Constance Moss (ext. 222) constance@alibi.com

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER:
Tierna Unruh-Enos (ext. 248) tierna@alibi.com

CONTROLLER:
Constance Moss (ext. 222) constance@alibi.com
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE:
Madeline MacKenzie (ext. 233) madeline@alibi.com

SYSTEMS MANAGER:
Kyle Silfer (ext. 242) kyle@alibi.com

WEB MONKEY:
John Millington (ext. 238) webmonkeys@alibi.com

OWNERS:
Christopher Johnson and Daniel Scott

CIRCULATION

CIRCULATION MANAGER:
Chris Silva (ext. 252) chriss@alibi.com

CIRCULATION SPECIAL FORCES:
Darrell Sparks darrell@alibi.com

INFORMATION

PRINTER:
The Santa Fe New Mexican

IN LOVING MEMORY:
Doug Albin, Martin Candelaria, Michael Henningsen,
Gretchen Hudson, Eric Johnson, Greg Medara, Chico
Ramirez, Mina Yamashita, Ernest Montoya

INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER:
Southwest Cyberport (232-7992) info@swcp.com

NATIONAL ADVERTISING:
VMG Advertising (888) 278-9866
www.vmgadvertising.com

NUCITY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
P.O. Box 81 Albuquerque, NM 87103 

BUSINESS HOURS: 10AM–5PM MON–FRI
PHONE and FAX: (505) 346-0660

Alibi (ISSN 1088-0496) is published weekly 51 times per year. The content
of this issue is Copyright © 2019 by NuCity Publications, Inc., and may not be
reprinted in part or in whole without written consent of the publisher. All rights
are reserved. One copy of each edition of Alibi is available free to county residents
and visitors each week. Anyone caught removing papers in bulk will be prosecuted
on theft charges to the fullest extent of the law. Yearly subscription $100, back
issues are $3, Best of Burque is $5. Queries and manuscripts should include a
self-addressed stamped envelope; Alibi assumes no responsibility for 
unsolicited material.



DECEMBER 5-11, 2019 WEEKLY ALIBI [5]

ODDS
ENDS

WEIRD NEWS

A
N
D

Dateline: Tennessee
The citizens of Troy, Tenn., might not have a
Christmas parade to enjoy this year after a
proposed “love everybody” float reportedly
caused some residents to become angry and
threaten violence. According to USA Today,
Dwight Tittle says he got the idea for the float
from a Bible passage in 1 John 4:7-8: “Dear
friends, let us love one another, for love comes
from God … Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love.” The float
was meant to ride in the city’s annual
Christmas parade. Tittle planned to include a
rainbow flag in its design but said it was meant
to express love for all people who might feel
ostracized, including members of the LGBTQ
community. “All that says is we’re just to love
everybody,” Tittle told reporters. “You don’t
have to agree with them, you don’t have to
accept their lifestyle, but you can still love
them. That’s what we’re about.” But some Troy
residents were upset by what they interpreted
to be a statement of LGBTQ pride. On social
media, one resident reportedly suggested
people should throw hard candy jawbreakers at
the float; another suggested throwing
tomatoes. Last week, city officials announced
on Troy’s Facebook page that the Christmas
parade would be canceled due to “continued
scheduling conflicts.” The post received
hundreds of responses, many of which accused
city leaders of canceling the event because of
the controversy surrounding the “love
everyone” float. Troy Mayor Deanna Chappell
has since clarified the announcement, stating
that some of the people who typically
volunteer to help with the parade would be
unable to attend. Chappell said the city is
“actively working to come up with a plan to
make a parade happen.” In the meantime,
Tittle’s float was approved to run in the Union
City Christmas Parade on Dec. 5, 10 miles
northeast of Troy.

Dateline: North Carolina
A man has created a dating app that doesn’t
allow any other men to join. According to
WFMY in Greensboro, N.C., Aaron Smith,
creator of a new app called Singularity, told
reporters that he has an issue with the other
available options. “The biggest problem with
the other apps is that my face is not featured
prominently,” he said. Singularity is only open
to female users, and it only displays different
images of Smith—no matter how many times
a user swipes. “If life gives you lemons, you
should first make lemonade,” he said. “Then
make sure no other companies can produce or
distribute their own soft drinks. So the only
game in town is lemonade.” In a commercial
uploaded to YouTube to promote the app,
Smith says that the app uses “the latest in
personality analysis and machine learning
technology” to save users “countless hours of

swiping” by matching them up with him. The
app allows users to “like,” “super like” or skip
profiles. They can also select the “black hole”
button, which will cause their phone to “emit
a blood-curdling scream when you realize what
life has become … So what are you waiting
for? Go find the Aaron Smith of your dreams.
Visit singularitydating.com from your mobile
phone.” Singularity was designed by Smith’s
friend, Scott McDowell.

Dateline: Russia
Russian researchers have found that the use of
virtual reality headsets can potentially increase
cows’ milk production. Interesting Engineering
reports that farmers at RusMoloko dairy farm
in Moscow are now using specially fitted VR
headsets that were specifically designed for
cows to help improve both their mood and
milk production. According to the Russian
Ministry of Agriculture and Food, the special
headsets were designed by veterinarians and
tech engineers, who took the cow’s anatomy
and perceptions into account while
developing the prototype. Programmers were
tasked with creating virtual grassy fields and
sunny skies to calm and relax the headsets’
bovine users. After initial experiments,
researchers said the VR headsets decreased
the test herd’s anxiety levels and appeared to
improve their general mood. While it has yet
to be proven that using the headsets increases
milk production, researchers believe a cow’s
emotional state directly influences the volume
of milk it produces. In recent years, dairy
farmers have incorporated various stress
reduction methods into herd management—
including massaging cows and playing
classical music at dairy farms. If further study
produces positive results, the headset’s
developers plan to expand the project to more
Russian farms. The introduction of VR
technology into dairy production will be
discussed at the VI International Agro-
Industrial Dairy Forum in Krasnogorsk.

Dateline: Canada

A British Columbia newspaper accidentally
invited families to take photos with “Satan” at
a Christmas fair. The Comox Valley Record
apologized last week for running an
advertisement purchased by the Downtown
Courtenay Business Improvement Association
stating that “pictures with Satan” would be
available at its Christmas parade and fair. The
typo was posted on Reddit, where it received
much attention from amused users. “They are
called ‘display ads’ for a reason” wrote
newspaper staff in its apology. “They are
meant to stand out on the page. This one did
that, for all the wrong reasons.” Most readers
and social media users seemed to respond with
good humor. Some even suggested that event
organizers should hire an actor to pose as the
Prince of Darkness for photos. Downtown
Courtenay BIA Executive Director Catherine
Thompson told reporters that the ad had not
been created or proofed by the association.
“That being said we understand that these
things happen and we are happy that
everyone knows when the parade is this year,”
she said. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.



[6]     WEEKLY ALIBI DECEMBER 5-11, 2019

Campaign Finance Accountability Report

Incomplete
New Mexico Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse
Oliver admitted last week that election regulators
have yet to complete the required spot checks for
campaign finance compliance.

The Associated Press reports that regulators
are required by the state’s Campaign Reporting
Act to review at least 10 percent of campaign
finance reports from all of New Mexico’s political
candidates and committees, selected at random.
These reports are to be prepared and completed
following statewide elections and after April
finance reporting deadlines in odd-numbered
years.

In 2016, the review for financial compliance
examined 106 randomly selected candidates and
political committees. The review revealed that an
unregistered nonprofit contributed to the
campaign of the Republican House speaker, a
prohibited gun raffle was held by the Republican
Party of Luna County and a candidate spent
campaign funds on clothing and a chiropractor. 

But Toulouse Oliver says a lack of staff and
underfunding are making the task of examining
campaign finance reports from 2018 take longer
than expected. State Elections Director Mandy
Vigil told reporters that the secretary of state’s
office would be hiring additional staff to complete
the reviews.

Toulouse Oliver and Vigil said a new online
campaign finance information system that will
make the task easier will be introduced in April
2020. Starting in 2020, the secretary of state’s
office will share jurisdiction over campaign
finances with the State Ethics Commission.

AG Warns Against Coyote Killing Contest
New Mexico Attorney General Hector Balderas
has warned alleged organizers and participants of
a coyote killing contest against following through
with their plans.

According to the KRQE, a member of an animal
advocacy group discovered a private Facebook
invitation advertising “Dogzilla: Best of the
Best”—an organized coyote killing contest
organized by a resident of Curry County. Contests
like these were banned by state lawmakers in July.

Reporters spoke to the man organizing the
event, and he said he didn’t believe his contest was
illegal. “This is in Texas … This has nothing to do
with New Mexico,” he said. He reportedly said the
contest was to be held somewhere in the Texas
Panhandle, but refused to give more details.

Last week, Balderas released a statement
reminding the public that if anyone organizes one
of these contests, they could be charged with a
misdemeanor. Those who participate could be
charged with a petty misdemeanor. “While I
support a rancher’s right to protect their livestock
and land,” he said, “the law does not allow the
unlimited killing of animals through the use of
contests for cash prizes.”

ART Service Begins
Last weekend, Albuquerque Rapid Transit (ART)
buses officially rolled out for the first time.

According to KOB, the first ART bus began its
trip down Central Avenue early Saturday morning.
Transportation ambassadors were stationed at
each of ART’s 19 stops to help passengers and
answer questions.

The new bus system will carry passengers on a
route along Central Avenue every 10 minutes that
utilizes two bus-only lanes. Law enforcement
officials said officers will be issuing warning
citations to motorists using those bus lanes, but
will begin issuing fines in earnest soon. ART rides
are free until Dec. 31. Tickets will cost $1 starting
Jan. 2. a

NEWS CITY BY JOSHUA LEE NEWS | EDITORIAL

Don’t Run Off Like That!
Too many choices, not enough harmony

That hasn’t kept the politicos running
things from either portraying themselves as
members of a particular party, or in the name of
true non-partisanship, acting like doctrinaire
examples of their registered party in action
toward true municipal progress.

Besides the election of Richard Berry in
2009, there has only been one Republican
Mayor in our town’s history. Harry Kinney has
been memorialized for his forward-thinking
vision and civil accomplishments and the
mayor that some assume was Republican—
because of his lawlessness—Ken Schultz, who
reigned from 1985 through 1989, was all
Democrat all the time.

Near the end of Berry’s troubled tenure,
even other right-wingers were disappointed in
the dude and the system of nonpartisan
elections that kept him power by convincing
voters he didn’t really have a political—much
less an elephantine—agenda.

Local blogger and former Duke City
Prosecutor and City Councilor Pete Dinelli
wrote in an op-ed that appeared just before the
famous and fateful mayoral election that
brought Tim Keller to power—and sent openly
right-wing candidate Dan Lewis back to the oil
and gas industry from whence he came—that
the idea of nonpartisan elections was “a farce.”

Dinelli’s indictment is telling. It’s wordy but
very much worth reading.

“The Republican Party has been extremely
involved in Albuquerque’s nonpartisan
elections. For the last eight years, we have had
the most partisan mayor in Albuquerque
history, especially when the Republicans
controlled the City Council by a 6-3 margin
four years ago.

During his time in office, Mayor Richard
Berry appointed numerous Republican political
operatives to six-figure-plus salaried positions
with contacts to Republican Gov. Susana
Martinez and adviser Jay McCleskey.”

It’s time we stop pretending that city
politics is not a partisan political activity,
especially in these times when the Republican
Party is represented by an administration that
is currently living under the cloud of
impeachment.

Outcomes
This year, the result of the nonpartisan

nature of municipal elections has yielded at

least one clear, and to our minds, negative

result. The plethora of candidates, some

qualified, others not, running for City

Council in Districts 2 and 4 points to a

failure of the nonpartisan system.

Instead of trying to institute a complex

change in voting procedures that may well

alienate the main body of citizens who

participate in municipal elections, local and

state leaders should work towards modeling

local elections after their state and national

counterparts, with the following exception.

Local precinct leaders from both parties

should meet at least six months in advance

and choose one candidate to represent the

party in the election. We’ve become spoiled

for choice as a group that expects every flavor

to be presented to us as if electioneering is a

form of shopping.

If indeed it does turn out to be yet

another aspect of consumerism, then

elections should offer some transparency,

some truth in advertising in regards to

political ideology, as it were.

The National Reflection
On the national level, this situation is oddly

but imperfectly mirrored in the current morass

that the Democratic Party finds itself bound

within. There are too many presidential

candidates vying for the nomination. Only a

select few, maybe three, are at all electable.

The division that the party is currently

experienceing vis-a-vis progressive versus centrist

wings is damaging, and the effusion of candidates

does not bode well for November, either.

Though the partisan issue has never been

in question here, national party members

could do better in sieving out the wheat from

the chaff. The result—fewer but more

qualified candidates to choose from—would

be of benefit to the progress of the party and

the people. a

BY AUGUST MARCH

T
he stories of ranked voting, the new

municipal runoff election and the idea of

nonpartisan elections are already familiar

ones for El Burque, but here’s our take on the

issues.

A Complex Change
While we’re well aware that ranked choice
voting has worked to end taxpayer financed
runoffs in smaller New Mexico cities like Santa
Fe and Las Cruces, we’re still not convinced it’s
the right answer for The Duke City.

Recall that the City Council voted against
making the complicated process into municipal
ordinance in the late spring of 2019.
Particularly notable in this decision were the
beliefs and subsequent actions of City Council
President Klarissa Peña and Council Vice
President Cynthia Borrego.

NM Political Report’s Andy Lyman recorded
the volition that caused the proposed
amendment to city voting laws to go
unenacted. Both councilors were sternly
against the legislation’s implementation
because they were thinking of their
constituents, not their future political careers.

Specifically, Borrego told Lyman that she
“wanted to hear from the viejitos” and that the
response to the mini-poll she conducted pre-
council vote amounted to the opinion “Why
do we want to change?”

Peña also felt that the new voting
methodology would be confusing to citizens
and said it was an unneeded change.

The fact is that older Americans vote in
much larger numbers than their younger
counterparts. Citizens of the median age 65
were seven times more likely to vote than
those in the age range 18 to 24, and local
elections are particularly notorious for this age
gap, according to recent research done at
Penn State.

It’s not so difficult to believe that more than
half of our local governance team is well aware
of those simple facts and are simply trying to
preserve a status quo that keeps the main body
of voters interested and amused enough to
permit regular participation. Obviously that’s
good news for both entities.

The truth is, the problem lies not so much
in the idea of complicating local elections with
a totally unfamiliar procedural difference that
has a high learning curve for the most frequent
voters—and that significantly isn’t mirrored in
higher-level elections—but in the basic
approach to local elections that this city takes.

Donkeys and Elephants
Here in Albuquerque, non-partisan municipal
elections are all the rage. They’ve been the
law in these parts since the State of New
Mexico enacted its Constitution back in
January of 1912.
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NEWS | ON ASSIGNMENT

Make Up Your Mind
Runoff election offers choices for our city

BY AUGUST MARCH

L
isten: The person who reported this story

got up at 8am to write about city

politics. It doesn’t really matter what his

name really is, let’s just say he likes to write

about this town, its history as well as its

present and future.

On the way to grab a hot cuppa joe, our

reporter drove slowly and with some gravitas

down Tingley Boulevard, headed toward

Central Avenue. In the opposite lane, a street

sweeper had traffic tied up in a knot. August

March looked up just in time to see a black

late-model Volkswagen in the wrong lane,

approaching him at high speed. He pulled over

just in time to see the man in the dark coupe

zoom by with a his arm out the window,

dangling a big shiny cuete in a big meaty fist.

At the corner of Central and Tingley, the

journalist saw an old colleague of his, once a

famous local sculptor—with a piece in Bart

Prince’s yard—reduced to homelessness and

mental illness, struggling, stretching and

squawking about conspiracies in the bright icy

morning.

There were no police or sheriff ’s deputies to

be seen in that area, where a big bridge spans a

little river. As our Alibi reporter pulled onto

the main drag of Dirt City, he finally spied an

APD vehicle at the corner of Central and Rio

Grande, where numerous other homeless

people were gathered seeking spare change.

The policeman got behind August March’s

brand new car and began to follow closely.

Inside the cockpit, the reporter wished like

hell that the cop would pull him over so he

could tell him what he saw, wave around at

the city and declare with no undue amount of

exasperation, “Why aren’t you doing

something about that?!”

Of course the policeman did not pull him

over and a song about a paranoid android

began playing on Sirius XM Radio instead.

Because he could not ask the policeman what

was up, he returned home with a haul from El

Rey del Hamburguesas. He began to eat and

write, hoping that one of the people he

interviewed for this article on the city runoff

elections would indeed step forward and help

end the lawlessness which seems to cruelly grip

this city within its crushing hands.

The New Election
Albuquerque clearly has a problem with crime

and homelessness. Although city leaders

continue to address these complex problems,

those problems still spread like a cancerous

growth through the healthy body of our city.

As this illness takes its toll, complications

begin to occur. At this week’s City Council

meeting, city leaders debated crime statistics

here in town. After crowing about substantial

reductions in crime during a midyear report, it

was very recently discovered that the data on

which said report was based had to be revised

because the numbers were inaccurate,

sometimes by quite a bit.

According to the city’s paper of record,

short staffing in the APD records department

and a software glitch led to the reporting of

numbers that showed less of a decrease in

crime than was initially reported. Some of the

numbers previously reported have changed

drastically.

As we approach the runoff election, we

continue to support District 2 City Councilor

Isaac Benton in his efforts to find a solution to

these problems. District 4 challenger Ane

Romero has our endorsement as well, so we

asked her to chime in, pre-runoff, as well.

Although we reached out to the campaign of

the other District 2 challenger, Brook Bassan,

Weekly Alibi has yet to hear back from the

candidate who is backed by Republicans like

Jay McCleskey and contrarian donkeys like

the inimitable Jeff Apodaca. Most importantly,

we reached out to District 2 challenger Zack

Quintero to get his take on things.

We hope that they all read what follows,

not just to acknowledge our support or to take

a look at what the other side has to say, but to

begin a dialogue that will hopefully move the

city past the sad and violent chapter we now

seem to be residing within.

Zack Quintero
Quintero is challenging Isaac Benton for the

District 2 City Council seat. District 2, as

we’ve reported before, comprises a large swath

of land in the city that includes Downtown,

Barelas, the University of Mexico’s main

campus and portions of the North Valley.

Quintero is a native New Mexican, from

Mesilla in the south of the state. He’s a young

Democrat, intensely grounded in finding

solutions for the people of this state, whom he

considers his brothers and sisters.

We didn’t interview Quintero for the

general election and continue to endorse the

incumbent, Isaac Benton. But no matter the

outcome of this classic contest, it’s clear after

our brief conversation that Quintero has a

voice that is bound to be heard in city and

state politics, whether now or in the not too

distant future.

We asked Quintero to speak to the issues

of crime and homelessness in The Duke City

and this is what he told us about crime in the

city, the statistics that were recently reported

and then revised and the growing problem of

homelessness.

“There’s a marked difference between a 33

percent decline [in crime] and a 7 percent

decline. I’m feeling that our neighborhoods

and our communities are being ignored on the

issues of homelessness and public safety.

Specifically, what they’re [citizens] are hoping

to see is a residential burglary unit; making sure

that we have a strong recruitment program

within place at APD; and that they actually

recruit from the community. By actually having

officers that are from these neighborhoods ...

they can find effective partnerships.”

Asked if he is in favor of an increased

emphasis on community policing, the

challenger replied, “When you have true

community policing, citizens will know their

officers on a first name basis and be

comfortable confiding in them and building

relationships with others like them.”

On the issue of homelessness, Quintero

feels, that much like the crime problem,

solutions can be found by attacking the root

issues and engaging the communities most

affected, telling Weekly Alibi that, “Where

we’ve really missed the ball is in terms of

aligning our data with our resources. We need

to have measures in place every three months

to see who is receiving care and who isn’t,

what their status is today, from behavioral

health to addiction.”

Isaac Benton
On crime and homelessness, Benton has

always taken the lead in citywide efforts to

expand community policing and reduce gun

violence. The incumbent councilor recently

sponsored a “red flag” resolution in the

Council chambers. The resolution was

designed to urge the state to remove guns from

dangerous felons and known civil violators.

Further, Benton has supported the

Department of Justice intervention into APD,

helped establish a “Downtown Safety Zone” and

worked with the Council to establish and

maintain a Behavioral Health Task Force to

investigate underlying issues that may help

propagate violence and homelessness in the city.

Of these efforts, Benton, whom we

heartily endorsed as the incumbent in

District 2, told Weekly Alibi that his concern

for the city and his search for solutions should

continue because “we need strong and

experienced leaders familiar with the needs of

our community. I have fought for progressive

policies involving gun safety to bring about

change that benefits our neighborhoods and

families.”

Ultimately we’ll conquer crime, said

Benton, who added, “Today, APD has

excellent top leadership. Our city police force

is being successfully rebuilt with hundreds of

well-paid officers. We are rebuilding crime

prevention information technology. We are

finally committed to true community policing,

a 2-way street of regular contact between beat

officers, and residents confident to report

criminal activity.”

Ane Romero
District 4 candidate Ane Romero faces a strong

headwind in her electoral battle with political

newcomer and former Republican party

sympathizer Brook Bassan. Bassan has received

major backing from elephantine bigwigs like

Jay McCleskey and former Susana Martinez

political appointee turned City Councilor Brad

Winter. Despite this, Romero has fought a good

fight, capitalizing on her expertise as a leader in

the field of community mental health to

address the top issues facing our city. Romero is

definitely our choice for District 4.

Asked to respond to our query regarding

lawlessness and desperation in the city,

Romero responded, “We must focus resources

on identifying and apprehending violent and

repeat offenders and work to expand addiction

and behavioral health programs. Talking

about real solutions to crime has been the

focus of my campaign.”

After all these words have been considered,

after all the chips fall in the coming runoff election

for City Council Districts 2 and 4, we still must ask

ourselves, as we asked each candidate—as well as

the policeman who chose to follow a law abiding

citizen down the street without stopping him while

real crime and desperation were blooming all

around them—“Why aren’t you doing something

about this?!” a
City of Albuquerque Runoff Election

Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019

cabq.gov/vote/election-information

Zack Quintero, a candidate for City Council 
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Cafe Adanus
Mediterranean donor kabob & gyros

Type of Business

Restaurant

Business Address

10701 #25, Corrales Rd,
Albuquerque, NM 87114

Business Phone

505-508-1251

Business Hours

Monday 11am -3pm
Tues-Thurs 11am - 8pm
Fri-Sat 11am - 9pm
Sunday noon - 3pm

Cafe Adanus is a small, family-
owned, family-oriented restaurant
specializing in Turkish cuisine. We
offer a wide variety of plates,
including meat and vegetarian
entrees, sandwiches and salads.
Here at the restaurant, the
customers are considered family. The
owners always make time to talk to
new customers, establishing
friendships with them.

The restaurant also offers space for

special events. Apart from special events

services, we also offer catering services. Give

us a call or send us an email to reserve a time

and date, or to place your order, and we will

provide for you.

$8.95 Lunch Specials posted on

Facebook daily between 11am and 2pm

*Weddings, Meetings, Parties, and

Birthdays Available

*All Meat Gluten-Free

*Catering

*Everything Homemade a

Now Serving
Halal Meat



Global Perspectives
The final forum of the regional exhibition Species
in Peril Along the Rio Grande is Thursday, Dec. 6
at 6pm at 516 ARTS (516 Central Ave. SW).
Author and historian Bathsheba Demuth, along
with biologist Joe Cook and conservationist
Cristina Mormorunni, consider the larger context
beyond the Rio Grande Valley of the climate
change crisis in a public conversation moderated
by exhibition co-curator Subhankar Banerjee,
Chair of the UNM Art and Ecology Program.
Jimmy Santiago Baca sets the mood with a
reading of his “Buffalo Poem.” For more
information on this free, all-ages event, see
516arts.org.

Christmas Break 

The remarkable story of the impromptu Christmas
truce during WWI that brought a brief suspension
in the trench warfare meatgrinder is the basis for
Mother Road Theatre Company’s (6320 Domingo
Rd. NE, Ste. B) production of All is Calm: The
Christmas Truce of 1914. A blend of a capella
carols and excepts from soldiers’ letters, All is
Calm is a story of peace in a time of war. Mother
Road’s nine-show run begins on Friday, Dec. 6 at
7:30pm. Tickets are $18. For more information at
tickets for this event, see motherroad.org.

Christmas in NM
Baila! Baila!’s annual holiday show Christmas in
New Mexico 2019 at the National Hispanic
Cultural Center (1701 Fourth Street SW) is a full-
blown song and dance production with a large,
multi-generational cast filled with the music and
traditions of the Southwest. Three shows only,
Saturday Dec. 7 at 2pm and 7pm, and Sunday,
Dec. 8 at 2pm. Tickets range from $20 to $32.
For more information and tickets to this all-ages
event, see nhccnm.org.

One Square Foot
Harwood Art Center’s 13th annual 12x12
fundraising exhibition opens Saturday, Dec. 7 with
a reception from 6pm to 8pm in both galleries at
the Harwood’s 1114 Seventh Street NW location.
Artists from across New Mexico have contributed
over 250 works to this exhibition and sale to
support Harwood’s year-round programs. To
further that end, they have a suggested donation
of $5 to $20. For more information on this all-
ages event, see harwoodartcenter.org.

Silent Night
Do you, or someone you know, love dinosaurs,
astronomy and natural history, but loathe flashing
lights, big crowds and yelling children? Then
consider the New Mexico Museum of Natural
History and Science’s (1801 Mountain Rd. NW)
Relaxed Nights at the Museum on Tuesday, Dec.
10 from 5:30pm to 8pm. The museum keeps the
numbers of people and the volume low so that
those with heightened sensitivity can relax and
enjoy all the museum has to offer without getting
overwhelmed. Tickets are $5 and can be
purchased in advance (a limited number are
available, obviously) at nmnaturalhistory.org for
this all-ages, sensory-friendly event.  a
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then we’ll adapt it to that. They said, that’s
crazy, but go ahead if you want to try it. So, I
did. The first one was a 1930s diner with the
counter and all that kind of stuff. It worked
beautifully. The audience loved it. So different
than any Christmas Carol. 

The actors are portraying people
experiencing homelessness?
Right. 

The setting can be anywhere. Where is it
this time?
This setting is Albuquerque, New Mexico at
the Adobe Theater on Christmas Eve 2019.
They’d come in that side door off the street at
the top of the play. 

How do you adapt A Christmas Carol and at
the same time reflect the reality of people
experiencing homeless? 
They’re the people that are coming in just to
get out of a cold. They’re all kind of down and
out. They have all their stuff, their sleeping
bags and somebody has a shopping cart. They
find some old Christmas decorations. They’re
looking for stuff to burn to get warm.
Somebody finds some old play scripts and
somebody naturally, conveniently, finds a copy
of A Christmas Carol. Somebody says, “Hey,
you know what, why don’t we read it and see
what happens. We’ll take our minds off being
cold.” So, they do and they use the things that
are found, in this case, in a theater that doesn’t
have anybody in it. A couple of racks of
costumes. An old door becomes Scrooge’s bed
on some milk crates. Another time it sits on
two sawhorses and becomes the Cratchits’

dinner table. At one point, Christmas Past in
the second act comes in in the shopping cart.
It’s a great entrance. A character takes it on to
start to read as a narrator. That helps you skip
around a lot of stuff and brings the audience up
to speed. 

Many adaptations try to find a way to
make the play funny. Dickens’ version is
decidedly not funny. Is yours?
There’s humor in it. At the end when the
poulterers come in to bring Scrooge the
Christmas goose for the Cratchits, all they can
find is a rubber chicken. That kind of stuff. No
theater I’ve ever been in didn’t have a [rubber]
chicken somewhere. 

A Christmas Carol is primarily about regret
and redemption. What is the regret and
what is the redemption in your version? 
It’s the same old story. 

It’s the story within the story?
It’s a story within the story. The homelessness
is in front of everybody for the whole evening.
At the end, we have somebody come out with
a shopping cart full of hot spiced apple cider.
We bring it onstage and we share it with the
audience. It’s not really a regular curtain call. 

Is there a message in the play about
homelessness? 
I think you can’t get away from it. It’s my
feeling that the overall theme is, wouldn’t it be
nice if we could all take the time to treat each
other the way we do at Christmas [during] the
rest of the year?

You’ve partnered with Roadrunner Food
Bank for this production. How can
theatergoers help? 
Bring in [non-perishable] food. We take a
trip there every week with what we get in the
lobby. a

The Ghost That Haunts
Albuquerque homelessness and An Adobe Christmas Carol

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

O
f the ghosts that haunt Albuquerque, our
past, present and future struggles to help
our neighbors experiencing homelessness

are among the most daunting. It is hard to
disagree with Mayor Tim Keller when he says,
“homelessness is one of Albuquerque’s biggest
challenges.” If we can solve that, we will have
done so by solving so many other problems that
contribute to the conditions that cause
homelessness in our city. If art has a role in
finding solutions to that problem, its most
useful tool may be offering perspective.
Playwright Pete Parkin has adapted the
Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol, cast it with
actors playing the homeless and set it in
Albuquerque circa 2019 to do just that.
Albuquerque is far from Dickensian London,
but we could be further. 
Weekly Alibi sat down with Parkin to talk about
his inspiration to adapt the classic play,
homelessness and a little bit about the
Christmas spirit. The following is an edited
version of that conversation. 

Weekly Alibi: Should we call you the writer
and the director of An Adobe Christmas
Carol?
Pete Parkin: I’m the adapter and the director. 

Charles Dickens wrote A Christmas Carol
at a time when he was struggling
financially and was said to have developed
the characters and tone by walking miles
around London for weeks at night. What
was your process?
The first thing was the theater that I was
working with in Los Angeles, North
Hollywood, California. It was an interesting
place. It had been the San Fernando Valley
Stock Exchange way back when, which was
originally a round building. Progress came in
and they kept dragging streets through it, so
that all that was left was one quarter of the pie
that had a round back and a nice big lot
adjacent to it. It had been a community center
and these two guys that were actors somehow
made a deal with the older couple who owned
the property to rent the space for a dollar a
year. They turned it into a theater. The area
that it was in was practically in the barrio and
there were a lot of homeless in the area, to the
point where we found families that had snuck
into our backyard, as it were, where we had a
lot of props and storage and that sort of thing,
living there. Sometimes even on the front
porch of the theater. I hadn’t seen it up close
before, the desperation. That was sort of the
impetus for (the play). We needed something
at Christmas time, a Christmas show that we
could do on a regular basis every year that’s not
going to cost us a lot of money. We had just
done a play on Tobacco Road about that era
when people were homeless. I said, what if we
have some homeless people break into
whatever set is on stage from the last show and

An Adobe 

Christmas Carol

Through Dec. 22
The Adobe Theater

9813 Fourth Street NW

Playwright Pete Parkin at the Adobe Theater PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ
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A World of Wearable Art
The antidote to the ugly Christmas sweater

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

T
he Collin Room at Placitas Community
Library is not very large. On the Monday
morning this show was hung, the room

was jammed with people who swarmed in with
bundles and boxes of work that had been
waiting in local artists’ sewing rooms for the
better part of a year, in some cases, to find
their way into this room. Now in its 15th year,
the annual art show in the Collin Room was at
capacity.

A World of Wearable Art is at its root a
fundraiser for the library. Sixteen artists,
primarily from Sandoval County, show
hundreds of original works. Last year’s show
raised over $2,000 for the small library. It is a
laudable sum, but not particularly unusual as
small-town library fundraisers go. What is
unusual is the volume of the particular kind of
work being shown and sold there, wearable art.
How does a small community just north of
Albuquerque produce so many talented artists
engaged in making work of this type?

Wearable art doesn’t get a fair shake in the
art world and is just too weird for your average
sewing circle. It’s not quite fashion, but is far

less static than visual art or sculpture,
requiring input from the wearer. These works
are one-offs for showoffs. They are an artistic
statement for those who want to stand out.
Ranging in style from rugged to refined, these
works are a particularly good antidote to the
ubiquitous holiday party’s ugly Christmas
sweater. They are works of art that reflect the
wearers’ originality and good taste while
distinguishing themselves from the crowd.               

Whereas ugly Christmas sweaters only
serve to confirm the clownish character of the
wearer. A World of Wearable Art opened on
Tuesday, Dec. 3 and will remain throughout
the month, but I caution that it operates more
like a sale than an art show. By this I mean
people are buying what they like, taking it off
the wall and taking it home with them. It is a
constantly shrinking show of original, one-of-
a-kind works. Best to see it while you can.  a

A World of
Wearable Art

Opening Reception

Friday, Dec. 13, 5pm to 7pm

Placitas Community Library

453 State Hwy. 165, Placitas

PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ

CALENDARS

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

FRIDAY DEC 6
SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER

TEDxABQWomen 2019. A spotlight on dazzling
ideas from some of the most extraordinary risk-

takers and innovators from in and around
Albuquerque. 1025 Broadway Blvd SE. $26.

6-9pm. 848-1320. alibi.com/v/6xzq.

COMMUNITY

THURSDAY DEC 5
UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL NEW MEXICO Planned Giving
Roundtable. A space to talk about the different aspects of legacy
gifts open to nonprofits at any point in their planned giving journey.
2340 Alamo Ave SE #200. 11:30am-1pm. 245-1727.
alibi.com/v/6wmx.

KIDS
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Gingerbread Extravaganza. Build
a gingerbread house or decorate a gingerbread person. First
come first served while supplies last. 8081 Central Ave NW.
4:30-5:30pm. ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/6xgl.

SOUTH BROADWAY LIBRARY STEM Program. Get slimy in the
name of science, tech out over robots, solve real world engineering
problems and math it up with indoor rockets. 1025 Broadway
Blvd SE. 2-3:30pm. 764-1742. alibi.com/v/6xhn.

LEARN
ALAMOSA LIBRARY Discover the BioPark. Visit the discovery
station booth and meet and interact with animal ambassadors
from Africa, including raptors, lizards, Madagascar hissing cock-
roaches or hedgehogs. 6900 Gonzales SW. 3-4:30pm. ALL-AGES!
836-0684. alibi.com/v/6xgk.

SELF SERVE Open Rope Tying Practice. Review communication,
consent and safety as you practice knots in a safe space. 112
Morningside Dr NE. $5. 5:30-7:30pm. 18+. 265-5815.
alibi.com/v/6xvv.

UNM ZIMMERMAN LIBRARY Redefining Indigenous Electorates
in the U.S.–Mexico Borderlands from the Sixteenth to Twentieth
Centuries. Maurice Crandall, a citizen of the Yavapai-Apache
Nation and historian of the Indigenous peoples of the U.S.–
Mexico Borderlands, gives a presentation on the subject. 1900
Roma Ave NE. 5:30-7pm. alibi.com/v/6uk7.

FRIDAY DEC 6
ALBUQUERQUE GARDEN CENTER Garden Center Festival. Find
holiday wreaths, garlands, greenery, Cyclamen, Poinsettias,
Christmas Cactus and door charms from local sources as well
as creative gifts from 40 vendors. 10120 Lomas Blvd NE.
10am-4pm. ALL-AGES! 296-6020. alibi.com/v/6ymi.

HISTORIC OLD TOWN Old Town Holiday Stroll. Kick-off the holiday
season as ABQ’s largest Christmas tree lights up Plaza Don Luis
and enjoy a variety of boutiques, activities and entertainment. 303
Romero St NW. 5-9pm. ALL-AGES! 768-3452. alibi.com/v/6xb2.

MAMA’S MINERALS Mother Nature’s Luminarias. Witness one
of Mother Nature’s fascinating abilities—fluorescent minerals.
Experience these glowing minerals while enjoying hot apple cider
and biscochitos. 800 20th Street NW. 5-8pm. ALL-AGES!
266-8443. alibi.com/v/6xsr.

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Hawaiian Christmas Fundraiser.
A Hawaiian celebration with authentic hula dancers, Hawaiian
cuisine, music, crafts and a silent auction with proceeds benefitting
the Aloha Aina Support Fund. 1912 Second Street NW. 6-9pm.
ALL-AGES! 900-3909. alibi.com/v/6y1z.

LEARN
JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Early Literacy Workshop for Parents
and Caregivers. Learn how to use the early literacy activities
including talking, singing, reading, writing and playing to prepare
young children ages 0 to 5 for reading. 3407 Juan Tabo Blvd NE.
10:30-11am. 291-6260. alibi.com/v/6xgx.

SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER TEDxABQWomen 2019.
A spotlight on dazzling ideas from some of the most extraordinary
risk-takers and innovators from in and around Albuquerque. 1025
Broadway Blvd SE. $26. 6-9pm. 848-1320. alibi.com/v/6xzq.

SATURDAY DEC 7
ALBUQUERQUE GARDEN CENTER Garden Center Festival. 10120
Lomas Blvd NE. 10am-4pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/6 listing.

HIGHLAND SENIOR CENTER Gray Panthers Holiday Party. Enjoy
a community meal with turkey, vegetarian pinto beans and bever-
ages provided as well as a holiday sing-along. Bring a holiday
side dish, salad or dessert and musical instruments to share.
131 Monroe Street NE. 1-3pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6yfw.

OLD TOWN PLAZA Twinkle Light Parade. Local community
groups, businesses and families come together for One
Albuquerque’s twinkling procession. Come early and stay late
as Central Ave. is closed to traffic and open for shopping.
200 Romero St NW. 5:15-10pm. ALL-AGES! 768-3556.
alibi.com/v/6xbe. See Event Horizon.

OT CIRCUS GALLERY Cocoa and Cards Day. Play card games
and warm up with hot cocoa. 709 Central Ave NW. 2-4pm.
ALL-AGES! 415-4643. alibi.com/v/6yps.

SOUTHWEST ORGANIZING PROJECT Socialist Reading Group.
ABQ Democratic Socialists of America host a biweekly reading
group to tackle leftist-literature in a friendly group setting. No
prior reading required. 211 10th St SW. 9-11am. 15+.
alibi.com/v/6qlp.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Snail Mail Social. Give
someone that warm feeling of receiving a handrwtitten letter
or card and help revive the art of snail mail. Write letters with
provided stationery, pens, and some decorations. 423 Central
Ave NE. 3-5pm. ALL-AGES! 848-1376. alibi.com/v/6xhw. See
Event Horizon.

KIDS
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Kids’ Variety Show. A variety
show for and by kids of all ages and levels featuring dance, music,
comedy, theater and more. Adults must be accompanied by a
child. 210 Yale Blvd SE. 1-2pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0044.
alibi.com/v/6xde.

LEARN
NEW MEXICO VETERANS HOSPITAL Veterans Outreach.
Veterans learn about the nuances and complicated details
regarding the VA and state veterans benefits. Bring your DD-214
form. 1501 San Pedro SE. 10am-3pm. 383-2414.
alibi.com/v/68iv.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
SELF SERVE Intimacy for Survivors. Learn techniques that lead
to letting go of what cannot be recaptured and allow to reclaim
the erotic, sexual and personal sense of self. 112 Morningside
Dr NE. 1-2:30pm. 18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/6xvw.

CANNABIS
VOLCANO SMOKE SHOP Heisenbrew Grand Opening. The opening
features live street art, giveaways and prizes, samples of coffee,
creams, CBD lotion, and much more with experts onsite to assist
with questions. 640 Coors Blvd NW. 11am-3pm. 18+. 352-7557.
alibi.com/v/6ydu.

Community Calendar continued on page 18
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December is a month made for food events. With
family gatherings and office get-togethers
occupying most of our time, the natural go-to is to
bring food. Whether it be an old standby, a
traditional classic you’re trying for the first time or
a new take on something to create the
unexpected, this is a season of enjoying food and
company. So, dig out those recipe books, brace
yourself for some dumb idiot to accidentally sign
up for something you already signed up for at a
potluck and let the holiday cheer run through you
like wine down stone. ‘Tis the season to be jolly,
or so they say. Here are your food events.

Buttercream Is King
When it comes to frosting, there are two types of
icing: Buttercream, the correct one, and royal
icing, the horrible one. I refuse to acknowledge
any others, and if you come at me about fondant,
I’ll legitimately fight you. Fondant shouldn’t exist,
and while that’s just my opinion, it’s the correct
one and will never be proven otherwise. All this is
to say that Buttercream 101, hosted by Q’s Cakes
and Sweets Boutique (2720 Central Ave. SE Ste.
D), will teach you about why buttercream is
supremely better than a ganache or whipped
cream frosting, and how to make it like a pro.
Happening Sunday, Dec. 8 from 2pm to 4pm,
you’ll be in a group of elite students, learning the
art of making the best frosting known to man.
Tickets are currently $45, and you can learn more
and register at qcakes.com. To learn more about
why fondant is terrible, literally just try it.

Let the Spirit Flow Through You
The last time I made a mistake with a Japanese
spirit, I had to cleanse my house of dark energies
and solve a mystery hidden on an old VHS.
Thankfully, these are a different kind of Japanese
spirit, though better to be informed than to look
like a fool. The Japanese Spirits & Cuisine Tasting
is happening at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya (1300
Tuyuna Trail, Santa Ana Pueblo) on Friday, Dec. 6
from 6pm to 8pm. Tickets are $35 a person, and
for the price of admission, you’ll be treated to a
three-piece tasting pairing a Japanese spirit with
Japanese inspired cuisine. Be ready to learn more
than you ever expected to need to know, and
maybe get to see the Suntory commercial with
Sean Connery. No promises. For more
information, email james.culwell@hyatt.com.

Tamales by You!
Not all of us grew up with tias y abuelas who
taught us the sacred ritual of making a good
tamale. For many of us, we had to resort to
YouTube, where some white guy in dreads just
wrapped a hot dog up and called it a day, making
us look like fools to others at the holiday get-
together. Have no fear, Coddiwomple’s Shoppe
& Apothecary (4484 Corrales Rd., Corrales) is
here, bringing you the Tamale Making Class.
Happening Saturday Dec. 7, from 3pm to 5pm,
you’ll join others with Corrales resident Pat
Young in a class that will teach you all you need
to know about tamale making. Materials will be
provided onsite, and you get to take your
creations home for dinner! Tickets are $30,
reservation needed, so to make sure you’re a
tamale-making champ by calling 897-8109 to
secure a spot before they’re gone. 

Pierogis for All 
Sidetrack Brewing (413 Second Street SW) is
hosting Wild Wild Pierogi, a food truck
specializing in everyone’s favorite potato-based
dumplings. Happening Saturday, Dec. 7 from 4pm
to 8pm, you’ll be able to enjoy your favorite beers
with your favorite Polish snack. What sets Wild
Wild Pierogi apart from other pierogis? These
little puppies are New Mexico styled, meaning
you’re getting your chile fix and a bit of culture
expansion if you’ve never tried a pierogi before.
Pick between red or green, as well as a host of
vegetarian options sure to satisfy all eaters of all
appetites. For more information, visit Sidetrack
Brewing’s Facebook page. a
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Andiamo!
Da Vinci’s is full of surprises

BY HOSHO MCCREESH

A
t the heart of Leonardo da Vinci’s many
innovations was curiosity. So it goes
without saying that a pizza joint named

after the Renaissance man should probably
have hefty helpings of both if it hopes to stand
out. Hidden from most major traffic off Indian
School Road and Girard Boulevard, the former
auto shop is the kind of spot you’ll likely have
to seek out instead of simply happening upon.
And you should. Da Vinci’s has carved out a
humble yet tasty place in Albuquerque’s pizza
scene by going beyond typical ingredients and
daring to push their creative pies beyond the
traditional lunch and dinner.

The long, thin bones of a former service-
station remain, but the cozy space is
brightened up by big windows, notice of some
local charity work, and mucho pop culture
takes on the old master’s Vitruvian Man.
Depending on what time you catch it, Da
Vinci’s can be perfect for reading and eating,
or a passing conversation with a fellow curious
cohort. The feel outside just after sundown is
almost that of a hidden New York
neighborhood pie shop, and it seems business
is just steady enough without feeling
overwhelming, something that suggests a
balance of regulars and newbies that feels cozy.

I started with a couple appetizers, both
generous and tasty while pretty
straightforward. The chicken bites ($10.49 per
pound) are boneless, well-seasoned, breaded
and baked while staying moist. There are
different dunking sauces to consider. Their
ranch is fresh and milky, and their red sauce is
a hearty, thick marinara. The silky golden
BBQ sauce is a surprise both in color and
flavor—luscious with a hint of sweet. There’s
also an addictive Tabasco-like hot sauce, so I
have no hesitation in recommending any of
them. With the ingredient stockpiles in the
kitchen, there might be a lost opportunity to
jazz the wings up a touch, depending on the
flavor profile you’re after. It’s something I’ll ask
about next time I go. So too with the excellent
bread knots (half $3.69/full $6.29). A large
bowl of fresh-baked and piping hot
“breadsticks tied in knots,” each is the size of a
large roll and, again, with the meats and
cheeses onsite, could easily be offered as a
simple charcuterie, making them a meal unto
themselves. Still, as served, I have zero
complaints, and would even go so far as to
suggest grabbing some after work even if you’re
just cooking Italian at home. Half an order was
six knots, and a full order was 12 and they’re
lightly buttery, with a hint of flour and grated
cheese—perfect on their own or when
mopping up extra sauces.

As for the pizza, there are many pre-built
options that looked worth trying, but I opted
for a build-your-own to take full advantage of
the intriguing toppings on offer. It ended up

being a red sauce on whole-wheat crust,
topped with chunks of roasted chicken, bacon
crumbles, grilled onions, Gruyere, and insanely
fresh and fragrant ribbons of chopped basil
($26.16 after tax). The squares of roasted
chicken were moist and smoky, the Gruyere
salty and creamy, holding the silky onions and
crunch of bacon to the slice. The pop of fresh
herbs brought it all together and while each
topping was generous without over-powering
the pie, all worked well as a combined bite. It
takes extra work to offer some of these
toppings, but it’s exactly that kind of detail to
attention that will quickly turn a first-time
customer into a regular, and the small but
friendly and committed staff each seemed to
be proud to do their part.

As for dessert, man oh man, the tiramisu
($4.49) is legit! Confession: I ate the whole
thing while waiting for my pizza and I’d do it
again! Rich layers and the sumptuous balance
between the soaked ladyfingers and the
whipped mascarpone, all dusted with cocoa—

WEEKLY SPECIALS
BY DAN PENNINGTON

it’s one of the most balanced and approachable
I’ve had. They have a fine brownie and offer
up gelato and sorbet by fellow locals the Van
Rixel Bros. as well, but if there is tiramisu in
the case, don’t miss it!

As for taking pizza beyond lunch and
dinner, Da Vinci’s shocked me by offering a
breakfast version of both their pizza ($13.95
for 12 inch/$17.95 for 14 inch/20.95 for 16
inch and $21.95 for 18 inch) and calzone
($5.95). Sounds crazy right? I had to find out.
Call it a diner breakfast on a pizza crust, there’s
fluffy scrambled eggs, lightly roasted pepitas,
bacon crumbles and/or hunks of sausage, a
white sauce and cheese plus the chile of your
choice (green, red or Xmas, of course). I’m a
breakfast lover and a purist, but by god, this
thing works as a sturdy start to the day. As
with everything on offer, the portions were
generous, making each enough for multiple
diners and/or multiple meals, so there’s better
value than initial costs might suggest. The
calzone too is like an elevated Italian breakfast
burrito. I took the sausage with red chile, and
it was packed full, crispy-crusted and well
executed. I ordered breakfast via their service
before they were even open, and had just a
short wait once I arrived.

Their website claims “every pizza is a work
of art” and I’d have to agree. They do their
level best to offset the pricey menu items with
a terrific assortment of quality ingredients and
portions that all but guarantee leftovers. They
offer delivery, but as with many local joints, I
suspect you’ll need to live close. So if you’re on
the hunt for an artisan pizza with toppings
beyond the standard fare, give Da Vinci’s a
chance to surprise you. a

Da Vinci’s Pizza Café
2904 Indian School Rd. NE

505-275-2722
dvgp.com

Hours: Sun - Thu 8am - 10pm; Fri & Sat
8am - 11pm

Alibi Recommends: Build-your-own with
your choice of terrific toppings or just wait

until breakfast!
Vibe: Small, off-the-beaten-path, with 

that hidden New York neighborhood pie
shop feel

When the moon hits your eye and all that. ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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The bounty of leftovers is truly the greatest thing.  DAN PENNINGTON

Limited Time

Leftovers
You’re on a deadline, eat while you can

BY DAN PENNINGTON

I
nfomercial music starts playing. Has this ever

happened to you? Imagine just a whole ton

of turkey leftover after Thanksgiving, and

the person looks terrified and confused. Tired

of turkey sandwiches? Have you felt left out in

the cold by the boring options available to

you? That’s where we come in. Hi, I’m Dan

Pennington and I wanna talk to you today

about something new called “creativity in

cooking,” our 23-step process to get you into

the meal of your dreams with your

Thanksgiving leftovers. So, if you have turkey

burning a hole in your fridge and you need to

get rid of it quick, we’ve got your solutions! 
Turkey’s versatility shouldn’t be understated,

with its gamier flavor than chicken, but subtle
richness in the dark meats, you’ve got a wide
profile of flavors to work with. Don’t be content
with treading the same paths as you have in
years before, leaving you with a bad taste in your
mouth and fear of throwing away good turkey.
Turn the paradigm on its head and just
incorporate turkey into your basic everyday
meals! Feeling hungry first thing in the
morning? Just make yourself a turkey breakfast
burrito! 

That doesn’t fit the bill? Have you
considered doing a more traditional ramen,
using things you’ve got in the house? Take any
pack of instant ramen, boil an egg until you’ve
got a solid white and a slightly cooked yolk, heat
up your turkey, chop up some onion, throw a
little sriracha in and have yourself a very large,
delicious meal. With only 10 or so minutes of
cooking and work, this is a great way to make an
impressive meal for a low cost to you while also
burning through some of that turkey (Please
don’t actually burn it.) 

Want to try something a little more strange?
Get yourself a deep bowl, some puff pastry and
free up an evening to make a turkey pot pie.
Here’s the thing: Leftover turkey has a tendency
to be a little dry and chewy, so use the power of
the pot pie recipe to change that. With the
abundance of moisture you’ll find in your
normal chicken pot pie recipe, it should be more
than enough to cover the shortcomings of the
turkey, giving it a saucy bed to lay in and absorb
all that liquid to be just as rich and decadent as
the Thursday night prior from whence it came.
Add to that flaky crust (anyone got some
leftover biscuit dough?) with a slew of veggies
and this is a dinner fit for a king (Get it? It’s a
reference!). I won’t go into the details of how to
make a pot pie, but rest assured a little page
called Google will be able to help you hunt one
down that suits your needs. 

Just because Richie B’s did it best doesn’t
mean you can’t play with the recipe a bit
yourself. Turkey and pizza are a winning combo
no matter what, especially if you add green chile
and cheddar. Make yourself a pizza, or if you’re
extra lazy, go buy an oven-friendly and throw
the turkey on for fun. Add whatever you want to
it, make it the pie of your life. The best part is,
unless you finish the pizza in one sitting, you’ll
have leftovers again! Much like Simba and Pride
Rock, you’ll be creating a new circle of life,
breathing new energy into the turkey with every
reheating of the pizza. (All writers in this weird
food section infomercial space are not experts
on how long your turkey is legally good for, use
your best judgement, it’ll probably be ok.) 

Boom! Four new ways to add turkey into
your life’s routine without you feeling worn
down by monotony. Need more to be
convinced? Well, unfortunately, that’s all the
time we have. So go out there, be creative, try
new things and don’t throw out good turkey!
You went through all the trouble to make the
damn thing; you best enjoy it while you can.  a
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TUESDAY DEC 10

THURSDAY DEC 5

STERN’S BAND

Guitarist Leni Stern is at it again. The famous jazz
musician returns to New Mexico for a concert at
Outpost Performance Space on Thursday, Dec. 5
at 7:30pm. Stern mixes audacious and groovy
experimental licks with an authentically indigenous
sound provided by a band of African instrumentalists
and singers in the Leni Stern African Trio, which
features Stern on guitar, Jerome Harris on bass and
Alioune Faye on percussion. Her acute playing style
and knowing groove has garnered many awards.
Stern’s latest album is the critically acclaimed
record 3. Tickets for this all-ages evening of late-
autumn, axe-flavored jazz music range in price from
$15 to $20. OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE 210 YALE BLVD

SE, 4PM alibi.com/v/6xdc. (August March) a

TWINKLE, TWINKLE,
LITTLE STAR

Christmas is coming and there’s no surer sign
of its impending arrival here in The Duke City
than the annual Twinkle Light Parade. This
year’s well-lit jaunt into the holiday spirit
happens in the middle of Albuquerque’s
Historic Nob Hill on Saturday, Dec. 7 beginning
at 5:15pm. The Twinkle Light Parade begins its
yearly course through our town at Central
Avenue and Washington Street, and proceeds
west to Girard Boulevard. (Central is closed
from 2pm through 10pm for the event) with a
whole host of brightly decorated cars, buses
and other magical parade floats done up just
right for the celebratory season. After the
parade, the city is teaming up with Nob Hill
shops and restaurants to offer holiday specials.
It’s free and meant for all ages, so get your
Santa hat out of cold storage and make the
trip! OLD TOWN PLAZA 200 ROMERO ST NW, 5:15 TO

10PM alibi.com/v/6xbe. (August March) a

EPISTOLARY SECTION

Consider for a moment that for a short
stack of American coins, you can still
have a physical object taken anywhere
in the country with your message of
holiday cheer, complaint or leftover
turkey a la king recipe. It is the brilliant
work of the letter carriers of the United
States Postal Service that has since
the founding of this country moved
mail without discrimination as to its
content or sender (barring that which
is fragile, liquid, perishable or potentially
hazardous.) On Saturday, Dec. 7 from
3 to 5pm, the Special Collections

Library hosts a Snail Mail Social with all the trimming (stamps, stationary, maybe some glitter pens) to
celebrate and encourage the art of letter writing. For more information on this free, all-ages event, see
abqlibrary.org. SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY 423 CENTRAL AVE NE, 3 TO 5PM alibi.com/v/6xhw. (Clarke Condé) a

ARBOREAL
OVERLOAD

I think that I shall never see a poem as
lovely as hundreds of Christmas trees
filling up Albuquerque Convention
Center’s Ballrooms A, B and C from
Friday, Dec. 6 through Sunday, Dec. 8
from 10am to 6pm. This 12th annual
Festival of Trees raises funds for the
Carrie Tingley Hospital Foundation
through the $1 donations requested at
the door. It is chock-full of Christmas
decorations, wreaths, Santa, hot cocoa
and, of course, trees. For more
information on this all-ages event, see
festivaloftreesnm.com. ALBUQUERQUE

CONVENTION CENTER 401 SECOND STREET NW,

9AM TO 5:30PM alibi.com/v/6yso. (Clarke

Condé) a

LET THE TUNING
COMMENCE!

Besides starring as the ultra-creepy Dr. Daniel
Schrebe in 1998’s Dark City—a role for which he
will undoubtedly be remembered for his perplexingly
halting delivery—Kiefer Sutherland is also an up-
and-coming musician, having chosen the gritty
genre of Americana as the next world to conquer
and hold helpless in a starless miasma of doomed
sleep. Just kidding. Dude’s second album as a
country rocker, Reckless & Me, has garnered both
the attention of folks over in Nashville and a host
of radio listeners as well. Sutherland’s first record,
Down in a Hole, was critically acclaimed and the
new effort is riding high on singles like “Open
Road” and “Something You Love.” Sutherland
performs his oeuvre at Sunshine Theater with
guest artist Max Gomez on Tuesday, Dec. 10 at
8pm at night. Admission to this 13-and-over show
is $25. Before you go, consider this: “When was
the last time you remember doing something
during the day?” SUNSHINE THEATER 120 CENTRAL AVE SW,

8PM alibi.com/v/6ysn. (August March) a

LIGHT SABERS AND TINSEL

Celebrate the holidays with a traditional rendition of

A Very Star Wars Christmas: A Musical Parody at

the KiMo Theatre. Learn the real meaning of

Forcemas along with Darth Vader as he struggles to

direct the school Forcemas pageant. See your

favorite Star Wars characters sing and dance to four

original songs written just for this production.

Performances run this Friday, Dec. 6 at 7pm, and

Saturday, Dec. 7 at 2pm. Tickets for this all-ages
show start at $8. Come early to take pictures with

members of the 501st Legion, aka Vader’s Fist. KIMO

THEATRE 423 CENTRAL AVE NW, 7 TO 8PM alibi.com/v/6x4w.

(Joshua Lee) a

IMAGE BY ERIC WILLIAMS IMAGE BY MUMPI KUENSTER

FRIDAY DEC 6

SATURDAY DEC 7

IMAGE BY SANDRINE LEE
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Community Calendar continued from page 12 RUDOLFO ANAYA LIBRARY Sailboat Cars STEM Event. Create
sailboat cars and race to see if it is a winner with Mr. Josh. 7704
Second Street NW. 4-5pm. 897-8823. alibi.com/v/6xh8.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION Impact and Coffee.
Nonprofit leaders, volunteers, funders and people finding their
place in the community have a cup of coffee, hear about new
social profit ventures and innovation in a six-minute presentation
format. 624 Tijeras Ave NW. 9-10am. alibi.com/v/6yfr.

NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE

Relaxed Nights. An evening for anyone overwhelmed by crowds,
sounds or flashing lights.This month’s event features an indoor
star party in the planetarium. 1801 Mountain Rd NW. $5.
5:30-8pm. ALL-AGES! 841-2877. alibi.com/v/6xuj.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER Newcomer Swing and Latin
Classes. Explore a different set of dances in each class.
Understand the similarities and differences between each dance
to learn multiple dances at the same time, in a fun method.
5506 Coal SE. $5-$10. 6:30-8pm. 15+. 948-1579.
alibi.com/v/68cu.

WEDNESDAY DEC 11

KIDS
SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY STEM Labs. Program activities
provide hands-on and minds-on lessons for kids including activ-
ities where these fields are both fun and interesting. 3904 Isleta
Blvd SW. 3-4:30pm. 877-5170. alibi.com/v/6xhs.

CALENDARS
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SUNDAY DEC 8

EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL Dance Class and
Audition Workshop with Abby Lee Miller. Abby Lee
Miller and dancers from “Dance Moms” teach a
dance class with a warm-up, technique and a

combo seen on the show. Then, learn to audition
with a special workshop and photo-op. 1000
Woodward Pl NE. $29-$79. Noon-3:15pm.

ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6xw8.

SUNDAY DEC 8
ALBUQUERQUE CONVENTION CENTER Festival of Trees. 401

Second Street NW. 9am-5:30pm. See 12/6 listing. See Event

Horizon.

SPORTS
RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Gridiron Gameday. Watch teams
battle it out with games on every T.V. Show up in football swag
and get $1 off pints and discounts from the kitchen. 1001
Candelaria Rd NE. 11am-10pm. 21+. 633-6675.
alibi.com/v/6y8b.

PETS
BOOFY’S BEST FOR PETS Santa Paws Holiday Pet Photos. Dress
pets up in their holiday best for photos with Santa Paws and
proceeds benefit Babes and Bullies. Well-behaved pets and
humans are welcome. 8201 Golf Course Rd NW. $10. Noon-4pm.
ALL-AGES! 890-0757. alibi.com/v/6y6h.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL Dance Class and Audition Workshop
with Abby Lee Miller. Abby Lee Miller and dancers from “Dance
Moms” teach a dance class with a warm-up, technique and a
combo seen on the show. Then, learn to audition with a special
workshop and photo-op. 1000 Woodward Pl NE. $29-$79.
Noon-3:15pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6xw8.

MONDAY DEC 9
50/50 COFFEE HOUSE Nerd Night. Nerd out with D&D, Magic
the Gathering, Monopoly, Scrabble and more. Bring your own
game or use one from the shop. 2122 Central Ave SE. 4-8pm.
ALL-AGES! 639-4334. alibi.com/v/6srz.

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Game On Rummy Night.
Learn about the diverse settlers and their contributions to local
history. 206 Broadway SE. 6-9pm. 21+. 639-5831.
alibi.com/v/6tw1.

LEARN
NEW MEXICO GIFT AND FOOD SHOWCASE, Los Ranchos VA
Hospital Claim Clinic. Veterans learn about the nuances and
complicated details regarding the VA and state veterans benefits.
Bring your DD-214 form. 6920 Fourth Street NW. 8:30am-4pm.
18+. 383-2414. alibi.com/v/6vib.

NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE

Mineral Identification Workshop. Learn to identify gems and
minerals as well as how to use the scratch test to determine
hardness and what types of minerals react to acid. Pre-registration
required. 1801 Mountain Rd NW. $10-$15. 4:30-6pm. 13+.
841-2840. alibi.com/v/6xuh.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
NEW HEART Project Heart Start CPR Class. Learn four lifesaving
skills including hands-only CPR, use of an AED, recognizing the
signs of a heart attack and what immediate action to take as
well as how to save a choking victim. 601 Lomas Blvd NE. 2-3pm.
13+. 318-0404. alibi.com/v/6yhh.

TUESDAY DEC 10
ESTHER BONE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Rio Rancho Winter Open
House. Enjoy hot drinks, light refreshments, acoustic guitar music
by Dan Golden, build a gingerbread castle, make a greeting card
and more with  activities for all ages. 950 Pinetree SE.
4:30-6:30pm. ALL-AGES! 891-5012. alibi.com/v/6x9j.

PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY LGBQT Support Group. A community support
group for all ages open to anyone needing comfort, relief or a voice.
526 Washington St. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6kxe.

SOURCE Green Party of the Albuquerque Metropolitan Area.
Participate in this meeting for the political party. 1111 Carlisle
Blvd SE. 6-8pm. ALL-AGES! 750-2708. alibi.com/v/6luj.

KIDS
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Family Holiday Crafts. Enjoy drop-in
holiday crafts for the whole family. 6901 Barstow St NE.
4:30-6:30pm. ALL-AGES! 857-8321. alibi.com/v/6xgr.

NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE

StoryTime: Science, Crafts, Music and More. Ms. Sara tells stories
and Dr. Misty presents a science demo with a hands-on science
activity. Sing, dance, learn sign language and take museum mini-
trips to exhibits. For ages 10 and under. 1801 Mountain Rd NW.
10-11am. ALL-AGES! 841-2800. alibi.com/v/6xui.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Family Music Demo Class.
This class builds on children’s natural enthusiasm for music and
movement with basic musical skills needed to enjoy school and
social musical activities as well as studying an instrument. 210
Yale Blvd SE. Noon. ALL-AGES! 322-7848. alibi.com/v/6xpg.

SPORTS
RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Wednesday Night Wrestle Wars.
Watch NXT and AEW Dynamite side by side with all the suplex
mayhem and super kick parties a brain can handle. 1001
Candelaria Rd NE. 6-8pm. 21+. 633-6675. alibi.com/v/6ycl.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER Newcomer and Intermediate
Argentine Tango. Learn the basics and fundamentals of this
amazing dance and delve further into the techniques and secrets
that make this style unforgettable. 5506 Coal SE. $10-$17.
7:30-9pm. 15+. 948-1579. alibi.com/v/69hf.

MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Embodied Magic: An Inclusive
Movement Laboratory. Through guided improv, learn to respond
to movement prompts that invite time with space in our bodies
and create dynamic and embodied topographies. All identities,
abilities and movement experience welcome. 3215 Central Ave
NE. $5-$15. 5:30-6:45pm. 13+. 366-4982. alibi.com/v/6ux2.

NEW HEART Project Heart Start CPR Class. 601 Lomas Blvd NE.
8:30-9:30am. 13+. See 12/9 listing.
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THURSDAY DEC 5

WORDS
RED PLANET BOOKS AND COMICS A Poetry Craft Talk and
Reading with Mike Soto. A special reading and craft talk with
poet Mike Soto, author of the chapbook Dallas Spleen. 1002
Park Ave SW. 6:30-7:30pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6yfn.

FRIDAY DEC 6

EXPO NEW MEXICO Vintage Market Days of Central NM. An
upscale vintage-inspired market featuring original art, antiques,
clothing, jewelry, handmade items, home décor, kitchen and edible
items, seasonal plantings and more. 300 San Pedro Dr NE.
$5-$10. 10am-4pm. ALL-AGES! 660-9509. alibi.com/v/6vx2.

NORTH VALLEY SENIOR CENTER Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair.
Shop for that special gift for the holidays with arts and crafts
cross-stitching, knitting and crocheting, tin work, quilting and
sewing, woodworking, jewelry making, beadwork, paintings and
much more. 3825 Fourth Street NW. 9am-1pm. ALL-AGES!
761-4025. alibi.com/v/6yfg.

OFFCENTER COMMUNITY ARTS PROJECT Annual Holiday Bizarre.
Shop handmade one-of-a-kind gifts made by local artists with
partial proceeds go to benefit the hosting studio. 808 Park Ave
SW. free. 5:30-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! 247-1172. alibi.com/v/6yfk.

TORTUGA GALLERY Creative Arts Fair. Enjoy the holiday fair with
featured artists Brook Beggio, Vicki Bolen, Miguel Cardeñas,
Victoria Eddy, Suzanna Gurule, Courtni Hale and many more.
901 Edith Blvd SE. 5-8pm. ALL-AGES! 948-8840.
alibi.com/v/6xc5.

ART
ARTS LAB DIGITAL MEDIA GARAGE Intersections of Digital and
Physical Media. A public reception for this exhibit of experimental
visual art including interactive sculpture, immersive installation,
video and performace work by UNM art students and MFA candi-
dates. 131 Pine St NE. 4-8pm. ALL-AGES! 277-2253.
alibi.com/v/6yfu.

ORPHEUM ART SPACE Annual Artwalk Holiday Market. An art
exhibition by Cloudface and a variety of local vendors with refresh-
ments served. 500 Second Street SW. 5-8pm. ALL-AGES!
795-0545. alibi.com/v/6y8q.

OT CIRCUS GALLERY ABQArtwalk: The Roaring Twenties Group
Show. Works visually depict the era along with refreshments and
live performances. 709 Central Ave NW. 5-9pm. ALL-AGES!
415-4643. alibi.com/v/6ypr.

REMARQUE: NEW GROUNDS PRINT WORKSHOP 7th Annual
International Print Exhibition. This exhibit showcases a diverse
set of prints from artists around the world, selected by juror Myles
Calvert and cover a broad range of printmaking techniques. 3812
Central Ave SE. 11am. ALL-AGES! 268-8952. alibi.com/v/6yds.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Miracle on 34th Street. Kris
Kringle, an old man in a retirement home, gets a job working as
Santa for Macy’s. Kris unleashes waves of good will with customers
and the commercial world of New York City. 224 San Pasquale
Ave SW. $15-$23. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 242-4750.
alibi.com/v/6wat.

MOTHER ROAD THEATRE COMPANY All is Calm. Experience Dec.
24, 1914, during WWI, when allied forces and German solidiers
called a truce, as they shouted “Merry Christmas!” across lines
in their native languages and sang carols together. 6320 Domingo
Rd NE. $18-$24. 7:30-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! 243-0596.
alibi.com/v/6y8r.

VORTEX THEATRE Almost, Maine. On a deeply cold and magical
midwinter night, the citizens of Almost—not organized enough
for a town, too populated for a wilderness—experience the life-
altering power of the human heart. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $24.
7:30-9pm. 13+. 463-0440. alibi.com/v/6tbw.

SONG & DANCE
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Baracutanga Acoustica. The
long awaited edition of the Latin folk fusion acoustica as the
last show of the year and culmination of the tenth anniversary
celebration. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $15-$20. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES!
206-4814. alibi.com/v/6xsk.

POPEJOY HALL Symphonic Band of UNM Concert. The season
finale concert with the works of Tim Mahr, Percy Grainger, Leroy
Anderson and more. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $5-$10. 7:30-9pm.
ALL-AGES! 277-8998. alibi.com/v/6y6w.

SATURDAY DEC 7

EXPO NEW MEXICO Vintage Market Days of Central NM. 300
San Pedro Dr NE. $5-$10. 10am-4pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/6
listing.

HEIDI’S RASPBERRY FARM Heidi’s Holiday Market. This event
features over 30 artisans and vendors, food trucks, DJs Dave 12
and LNSC Rob, live performances and more benefitting National
Institute of Flamenco and the Adopt-a-Family program. 3427
Vassar Dr NE. 10am-4pm. ALL-AGES! 898-1784.
alibi.com/v/6w5n.

PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY Holiday Art Market Days. Support local
artists and their causes by purchasing Native American art and
jewelry, glass arts, sewn and woven crafts, visual art pieces and
many other items. 526 Washington St. 11am-5pm. ALL-AGES!
(512) 573-5279. alibi.com/v/6xs7.

SIDEWINDERS Winter Makers Market. This market is a non-
denominational, LGBTQ-friendly, one-stop holiday market where
people from all walks of life shop with a variety of local artists,
hear live music and support F.A.T. Katz. 8900 Central Ave SE.
2-6pm. 21+. 554-2078. alibi.com/v/6x6g.

TORTUGA GALLERY Creative Arts Fair. 901 Edith Blvd SE. 5-8pm.
ALL-AGES! See 12/6 listing.

WAREHOUSE 508 Rumble Before X-mas Benefit Show. Find
some new threads and gifts for the holiday with local clothing
vendors as well as a break dancing competition. Entry fee for
the event is a choice of donations. 508 First Street NW. $0-$10.
Noon-6pm. 296-2738. alibi.com/v/6y06.

WORDS
KIMO THEATRE U.S. Poet Laureate: Joy Harjo. The internationally
renowned performer and writer of the Muscogee Creek Nation,
reads from and discusses her different works. 423 Central Ave
NW. 8-10pm. 768-3522. alibi.com/v/6y0m.

ART
HARWOOD ART CENTER 12x12 Fundraising Exhibition. Over 250
local artists of all ages created and donated original 6”x6”,
12”x12” and various prelude works for the occasion, all available
for purchase. 1114 Seventh Street NW. $5-$20. 6-8pm.
ALL-AGES! 242-6367. alibi.com/v/6x1w.

SOUTHWESTERN INDIAN POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE Holiday Art
Market and Fashion Show. Enjoy handmade and throughtfully
designed gifts. 9169 Coors Blvd. NW. Free. 9am-5pm. ALL-AGES!
922-4097. alibi.com/v/6xtt.

SONG & DANCE
ALBUQUERQUE SQUARE DANCE CENTER The Language of Love:
A Musical Variety Show. Enjoy an afternoon of live music, food,
performances and social dancing. 4915 Hawkins St NE. $10.
1:30-4:30pm. ALL-AGES! 948-1579. alibi.com/v/6xvx.

OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE An EJazz Christmas. Entourage
Jazz in big band form featuring vocalist Emerson Corley with Kari
Simmons Vickerman as guest vocalist plays a swingin’ holiday
show. 210 Yale Blvd SE. 7:30pm. 268-0044. alibi.com/v/6y0j.

LEARN
BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE Better
Scenes Through Side-Coaching. This three-hour workshop focuses
on giving players individualized and direct feedback on their
scenic performance through immediate side-coaching. 100 Gold
Ave SW. 10am-1pm. 510-1389. alibi.com/v/6y04.

SUNDAY DEC 8

EXPO NEW MEXICO Vintage Market Days of Central NM. 300
San Pedro Dr NE. $5-$10. 10am-4pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/6
listing.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Iluminarte 2019. Enjoy
aerial and circus performances and poetry as well as an illumi-
nated bike parade led by elementary school students. 1701
Fourth Street SW. 4-8pm. ALL-AGES! 383-4724.
alibi.com/v/6xsm.

TORTUGA GALLERY Creative Arts Fair. 901 Edith Blvd SE. Noon-
4pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/6 listing.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Miracle on 34th Street. 224
San Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23. 2pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/6
listing.

MOTHER ROAD THEATRE COMPANY All is Calm. 6320 Domingo
Rd NE. $18-$24. 2pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/6 listing.

RODEY THEATRE, Popejoy Hall A Christmas Carol. With an infu-
riated “Bah! Humbug!” Scrooge summarizes his feelings of
Christmas tidings and charitable giving, but is forced to face his
selfish ways when three ghosts lead him through his past, present
and future. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $22-$26. 7:30-9:30pm. ALL-AGES!
925-5858. alibi.com/v/6xch.

SONG & DANCE
SIMMS AUDITORIUM The Dover Quartet. Enjoy live chamber
music. 6400 Wyoming Blvd NE. 3pm. alibi.com/v/6y0v.

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS EPISCOPAL CHURCH O Joyful Day.
Música Antigua de Albuquerque presents a concert of Christmas
music from the Middle Ages and Renaissance performed with
voices and period instruments. 601 Montano Rd NW. $10-$20.
4pm. 13+. 842-9613. alibi.com/v/6xvo.
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MUSIC

THURSDAY DEC 5
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Rob Roman •
variety • 4:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Austin
Van • country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Songwriter Showcase • acoustic • RJ
Perez • funk, blues • Melissa Rios • singer-songwriter • Gilbert Uribe •
6pm • FREE

DIRTY BOURBON Zach Coffey • country • 6pm • $5 • 21+

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Str8 Shot •
Spanish, country, variety • 8pm • FREE • 21+

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Sullivan King • dubstep • 8pm

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Above Average Open Mic • 6:30pm •
FREE • 13+

LAUNCHPAD The Yawpers • rock • August James and the Lovesick
Symphony • John King Cave • 9pm

LAVA ROCK BREWING COMPANY Stanlie Kee • blues • 6pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Open Mic with Stephen • 7pm •
FREE

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras ETC Band • country • 6pm • FREE • 21+

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Oscar Butler •
contemporary, folk • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING CO. Halfway Decent Karaoke • 7pm • 21+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND South3rn Turpike3 Broth3rz • variety •
7pm • $5 • 21+

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Schumann and Kinabrew •
acoustic rock • 6pm

SISTER Street Safe Fundraiser • Weedrat • post-punk • Crime Lab •
pop, punk • Sweet Rolle • garage rock • Sidney Abernathy • folk •
7pm • $5

SUNSHINE THEATER Granger Smith • singer-songwriter, country •
Earl Dibbles Jr. • 8pm

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Acoustic Open Mic • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Christmas Carolers • choral harmonies •
7pm

TRACTOR BREWING LOS LUNAS, Los Lunas Mineral Hill •
country, punkgrass • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 7pm

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO SPiVEY • alternative, singer-songwriter,
electronica • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

B2B2 BARRIO Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • 15+

FRIDAY DEC 6
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Joe De Rusha •
variety • 4:30pm • Trinity Soul • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Lexie Pettis • variety • 4:30pm • Fair Trade Fusion • classic rock •
7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM
Weatherman Said • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Zach Coffey • country • 6pm • $5 • 21+

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Black Pearl •
Spanish, dance, oldies • 9pm • FREE • 21+

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety • 7:30pm • $20 •
ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Da Terra Meiga • Celtic folk, flamenco • Sol de la
Noche • Latin, world, jazz, fusion • El Super • 9pm

LAVA ROCK BREWING COMPANY DJ Buddhafunk • hip-hop,
experimental, neo-soul • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MARBLE BREWERY WESTSIDE TAP ROOM Mike Butterfield and
the 10 O’clock Blues • blues, rock • 7pm • FREE • 21+

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Lori Ottino and Erik Sawyer • singer-
songwriter, Americana, folk • 5pm • Xoe Fitzgerald the Time Traveling
Transvestite • rock opera, psychedelic • 8pm • $10

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Odd Dog • classic rock • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL Last Call • swing, jazz, soul, blues,
R&B • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER TMSV • dubstep, electronic • 9pm • $10

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Christina LaRocca • soul, singer-song-
writer • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Jazz Brasileiro • bossa nova •
6pm

TRACTOR BREWING LOS LUNAS, Los Lunas Kyle Murphy •
country • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK RJ Perez • funk, blues • 5pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Gato Malo • folk, blues, rock •
6pm

COMEDY

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY The Brewery Comedy Tour •
stand-up comedy • 8:30pm

THE LIBRARY BAR & GRILL Brain Gang Trivia • 8pm • FREE • 18+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK First Fridays Comedy Contest •
stand-up comedy • 8pm

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Headliners 505
Comedy Presents Friday Night Fools • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm •
$10 • 18+

SATURDAY DEC 7
ALE REPUBLIC, Cedar Crest Russell Ash • acoustic, singer-song-
writer • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

B2B2 BARRIO UPTOWN Shimon’s Free Agents • jazz • 6:30pm •
FREE

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Soocee and Turner •
acoustic variety • 4:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Rhonda Herd • country • 4:30pm • Smokin’ Blues • blues • 7pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM
Independence Creek • variety • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Zach Coffey • country • 6pm • $5 • 21+

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Black Pearl •
Spanish, dance, oldies • 9pm • FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD The Ordinary Things • Red Light Cameras • indie
rock • The Talking Hours • Jesse Deluxe • rock ’n’ roll • 9pm

MARBLE BREWERY Bobcats Trio • jazz • 8pm • FREE • 21+

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid The Jakes • classic rock, Southern
rock • 8pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras The Western Hers • country • 1:30pm •
Richard Blair Band • rock • 6pm • FREE • 21+

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Halfway Decent Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

ROCK AND BREWS Flashback • rock, oldies • 8:30pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

SEARED Dave Friedlander • jazz, bop • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

TRACTOR BREWING CO. A Very Wae Fonkey Christmas • DJ Wae
Fonkey • hip-hop, R&B • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING LOS LUNAS, Los Lunas DJ Boogaloo B •
funk, variety • 6pm • Lucky Mays • country • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Casey Mraz • rock, soul, pop,
Latin • 6pm

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Whole Milk • indie jazz • Stewart Cohen •
8:30pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

O’HARE’S GRILLE & PUB, Rio Rancho Brain Gang Trivia • 8:30pm •
FREE • 18+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Saturday Stand-Up Spectacular •
stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $5 • 18+

STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Holiday Magic Showdown •
magic, comedy • 7pm

SUNDAY DEC 8
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Eddie Brewer and the Manic Episodes •
jazz, swing, bossa nova • noon • Nosotros • salsa • 4pm • FREE

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety • 4pm • $20 •
ALL-AGES!

KAKTUS BREWING COMPANY, Bernalillo Kaktus Kats Blues
Jam • 3pm

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY TobyRiffic Karaoke Show •
3pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD MC Chris • hip-hop • Subzilla • Bill Beats • 8pm

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Dear Doctor • singer-songwriter •
3pm • Stray Dawgs • bluegrass, rock, country • 6pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Luna Blackstar • rock, blues • 2pm • FREE •
21+

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Royal Hills Duo • oldies • 4pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND South3rn Turpike3 Broth3rz • variety •
7pm • $5 • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Daughters • Health • Show Me The Body •
noise rock, punk • 8pm

FRIDAY DEC 6

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Ruben
Cortiñas • Galician, folk, fusion • 7pm • FREE • 21+

CALENDARS

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

COMEDY

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Smooth Sunday Comedy Open Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm •
FREE • 21+

MONDAY DEC 9
TRACTOR BREWING CO. Old-Time Jam Circle • 7:30pm

TRAIL RIDER PIZZA, Cedar Crest More Love Monday • variety •
Ken and Leigh Baca • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

COMEDY

CANTEEN TAPROOM Brain Gang Trivia • 7pm • FREE • 18+

FOUNDERS SPEAKEASY Idiot Revolution Open Mic • 8pm • FREE • 21+

RAW AND SAUCE ULTRALOUNGE Comedy Nights Open Mic with
Karaoke • 8pm • FREE • 21+

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY OG Monday: A Comedy Open
Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

TUESDAY DEC 10
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Open Mic with
Spiral Pilots • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Open
Mic with Rob Roman • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Cattle Decapitation • deathgrind •
Atheist • Primitive Man • Author and Punisher • Vitriol • 8pm

HOLLOW SPIRITS DISTILLERY Trip Americano • mariachi • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Jam Night • 5pm • Bring Your
Own Vinyl • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Kiefer Sutherland • country, rock, singer-
songwriter • See Event Horizon • • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 8pm •
FREE • 21+

COMEDY

RAW AND SAUCE ULTRALOUNGE Comedy Nights Open Mic with
Karaoke • 8pm • FREE • 21+

WEDNESDAY DEC 11
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Chris
Ravin • rock ’n’ roll • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

COMEDY

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • 18+

ENCHANTED CIRCLE BREWING ’80s Movies Clip Trivia • 6pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Casual
Wednesdays Open Mic • Royal Wood • Kevin Baca • 7:30pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Star Wars Trivia • 7pm

SATURDAY DEC 7

SUNSHINE THEATER Reckless Kelly • country • Dee White • Ryan Painter • singer-songwriter • 7pm
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organism currently on Earth. And that’s just
the tip of the iceberg. The evolution of the
human brain from primitive apes could be tied
to the consumption of psychedelic mushrooms.
Fungi mitigate climate change by storing the
carbon that trees process in their mycelium
network. They’re a key component in
medicine. (Penicillin, anyone?) Also, they can
fight pollution by consuming oil spills. Heck, I
wouldn’t be surprised to learn, watching this
documentary, that fungi actually wrote all of
The Beatles’ hits! 

Visually speaking, Fantastic Fungi is gorgeous
to behold. Credit that to director Louis
Schwartzberg, a pioneering visual effects artist
famous for his time lapse photography
(showcased in everything from Xanadu to Any
Given Sunday) and a director of assorted Disney
documentaries (America’s Heart & Soul, Wings
of Life). As pure, headtrippy nature porn,
Fantastic Fungi delivers. The primary purpose of
fungus is to break down dead organic matter.
And Fantastic Fungi gives us countless, fast-
forward sequences of trees, plants, fruits and
animals rotting into fuzzy, three-dimensional
sculptures. Before our goggling eyes, all manner
of mushrooms—from morel to lingzhi—spring
from the forest floor in seconds. Ghostly
tendrils creep across the leaf litter like a movie
monster. Dude, did you know there are
bioluminescent mushrooms! We get to see
those too. Taking things a step further, the
filmmakers employ some slick CGI imagery,
showing us what goes on under the loamy
surface of old growth forests. 

So if you do nothing more than watch
Fantastic Fungi for its Koyaanisqatsi-like visual

delights (perhaps under the influence of some
organically derived substance), you’ll get your
money’s worth. And heck, you may just learn
something along the way.

For commentary, Schwartzberg turns to a
handful of serious mushroom heads—from
professional mycologists to amateur mycophiles
(described as “bloated pleasure seekers with a
scientific bent.”) Among the commentators
are Michael Pollan (author of The Omnivore’s
Dilemma), Jay Harman (inventor of something
called “biomimicry”), Dennis McKenna (a
noted ethnopharmacologist) and Paul Stamets
(a former logger who now uses fallen trees to
grow mushrooms). Stamets serves as our
enthusiastic guide for most of the film and
makes for a congenial and convincing
cheerleader of all things fungal. Dude cured his
stuttering with psilocybin, has saved bee
colonies from mysterious illnesses with fungal
extracts and figured out how to kill termite
colonies using “superattractive” spores. He
likes mushrooms. A lot. And yes, in case you
were wondering, Dr. Andrew Weil is here to
talk about the benefits of “altered
consciousness” under the influence of
psychedelic mushrooms. 

There’s no doubt that the people behind
and in front of the camera are hardcore
converts to the Way of the Mushroom—each
one eager to edify this particular form of life
and to spread its gospel, spore-like, across the
face of the Earth. Admittedly, fungus is good
for more than just rotting that onion in the
bottom of your fridge. But there’s a difference
between scientific appreciation and cult-like
obsession. It’s possible that some of the folks in
Fantastic Fungi like their mushroom a bit too
much for comfort. Nonetheless, the film
around them makes for an informative,
entertaining and weirdly fascinating look at a
tiny organism that is frequently (and perhaps
unjustly) overlooked.  a

Fantastic Fungi
Scientific documentary sings the praises of our fungal friends

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

No Business Like Snow Business
Ski bums
and cinema
lovers are
invited to
attend the
screening
of Warren
Miller’s
Timeless,
hitting the
KiMo
Theatre
(423
Central
Ave. NW)
on Sunday,
Dec. 8 at
2pm. Miller,

a noted winter sports enthusiast and extreme
filmmaker, stopped directing films back in 2004
and passed away in 2018. Nonetheless, outdoor
documentaries bearing his official trademark still
come out every year like clockwork. This year’s
70th annual film—presented by Volkswagen—
features ski legends such as Glen Plake
alongside newcomers including Caite Zeliff,
Jaelin Kauf and Baker Boyd. This cinematic
roadtrip to deep powder takes viewers from
Jackson Hole, Wyo. to the Matterhorn in
Switzerland. Door prizes include Millennium
Passes, Peak Plus Cards and High Performance
equipment rentals. Tickets are $15 in advance
and $17 for walk-up. To get those advance ticket
prices (and to guarantee a seat at an event that
usually sells out), go to kimotickets.com. 

All I Want for Christmas
O’Niell’s Irish Pub in Nob Hill (4310 Central Ave.
SE) and the Albuquerque Film & Music
Experience continue with their Dinner & a Movie
series on Wednesday, Dec. 11, screening the
Christmas-themed romance Love Actually. First
released in 2003, the film follows a cast of
Londoners (Hugh Grant, Liam Neeson, Colin
Firth, Laura Linney, Emma Thompson, Alan
Rickman and Keira Knightley among them) as
they try to find love before the holidays. The
screening starts at 7pm. Admission is free. Drink
and food specials are available during the film.

Breaking Good
“Breaking Into Background” is the latest in a
series of educational lectures covering the film
industry in our state. This free session will give
you the scoop on everything you need to know
about background talent and how to get booked
on movies and television series. Join a panel of
industry professionals with step-by-step
instructions and insights you need to launch your
future as a member of the “background
community.” (It’s a thing.) The event takes place
Saturday, Dec. 7 from 10am to 12:30pm at the
Special Collections Library (423 Central Ave.
NE). Seating is limited, so you need to confirm
your attendance by going to
facebook.com/events/3752239128135195.

Christmas in the 505
On Saturday, Dec. 7 starting at 2pm, the Special
Collections Library (423 Central Ave. NE)
presents its monthly “!Colores!” documentary
double feature. First up is “Las Maravillas de
Navidad.” Set to the beautiful music of the Santa
Fe Desert Chorale, this New Mexico PBS
documentary takes a stunning photographic tour
of some of our state’s most beautiful adobe
churches as they prepare for the Christmas
holiday—from Rancho de Taos to Chimayo. Next
up is “A Southwest Christmas,” which celebrates
New Mexico’s most unique Christmas traditions—
from luminarias/farolitos to the procession of La
Virgen de Guadalupe at Las Posadas. Admission
is free and open to the public. a

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

C
onsider the humble mushroom. Go ahead.

I’ll wait. … That’s more or less the

premise behind Fantastic Fungi, a

hagiographic documentary aimed at elevating

the status of “spores, molds and fungus” (to

steal a line from Dr. Egon Spengler, noted

Ghostbusters scientist). Don’t think that

mushrooms are the greatest thing on planet

Earth? Well, you soon will.
Fantastic Fungi begins with a flowery

voiceover narration (courtesy of Captain
Marvel herself, Brie Larson). Speaking as the
voice of the mushroom kingdom and using the
royal “we,” she lays on the New Age jargon,
talking about the “pulse of eternal knowledge”
and the ability to “sense the oneness” inherent
in our third favorite pizza topping. Relentlessly
chipper, the hard-sell narration sounds like a
Monsanto commercial designed to convince us
that the company’s latest pesticide is the bee’s
knees. (We can blame the documentary’s
“scriptwriter” Mark Monroe for this unctuous
addition.) While Brie’s narration lays the
premise on a bit thick, the film itself makes a
pretty solid argument all on its own. The basic
premise being that mushrooms are way more
magical than you’ve been thinking. Even if
you’ve been thinking that they’re pretty damn
magical.

Did you know, for example, that
mycelium—the white, threadlike
constructions that form the vegetative,
underground “roots” of fungus—have the same
same network design as the internet!
According to Fantastic Fungi, these fungal
networks allow trees to communicate with one
another. And that’s not all. The mushroom
kingdom is the “mother of all life on Earth.” It
contributes the oldest multi-cellular organism
ever recorded. It constitutes the largest single

Fantastic Fungi
Written and directed by Louis Schwartzberg

Unrated; Opens Friday 12/6.

Yup, those are mushrooms, all right. 
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Under the Gun
The Irishman on Netflix

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

T
hanks to the wondrous age of technology we
live in, the line between movies and television
is blurrier than ever. The difference between

what constitutes a “theatrical release” and a “made-
for-TV movie” barely exists in our world of digital
streaming. Netflix and Amazon are frequently
putting their high-profile films in theaters for short
runs a week or two before the films hit home
streaming services. This allows them to be
considered for Oscars and bestows a certain
credibility on the work. Recently, the United States
Department of Justice announced that it would be
allowing the old “Paramount Consent Decree” to
expire. That 1948 antitrust case prevented movie
studios from owning the movie theaters in which
their product screened. Now, they can—which
means far more for Netflix than it does for
Paramount. Within 5 years, you can reasonably
expect to start using your Netflix membership to go
see Netflix movies at the local Netflix movie
theater.

This brings us to The Irishman, the latest feature
from celebrated filmmaker Martin Scorsese. The
National Association of Theater Owners recently
balked at Netflix’s plan to release the film (which it
produced) to home video streaming a week after its
premiere in cinemas. (Theater circuits prefer at least
a 72-day “window” between movie theaters and
home video of any sort.) With major theater chains
against it, The Irishman managed to see the light of
day on less than a dozen screens nationwide—an
ignominious hallmark for a Scorsese film. What this
ultimately says about the future of filmmaking,
movie studios and cinemas in America remains to
be seen. 

If you don’t live in one of the handful of cities
that played The Irishman (Santa Fe’s Violet Crown
Cinema managed to get hold of it), the only way
you can see it is to be a Netflix subscriber. 

Scorsese’s sprawling, 3-hour-and-29-minute epic
is based on Charles Brandt’s controversial 2004 work

of nonfiction I Heard You Paint Houses. The book is
the confessional story of Frank Sheeran, an alleged
mafia hitman who says he murdered Jimmy Hoffa
while working for the Bufalino crime family. Plenty
of people have disputed Sheeran’s story. (Sheeran
passed away in 2003.) But that’s of no real concern
to anyone watching this sweeping crime drama. 

Sheeran is played here by Scorsese mainstay
Robert De Niro. After looking in on Sheeran as a
frail old man in a retirement home, the film skips
back to the 1950s when a young Sheeran (played by
De Niro through some computer-assisted de-aging
trickery) is working as a truck driver out of
Philadelphia. After helping some mobster get access
to a few slabs of beef that “fell off” his truck, Sheeran
finds his himself climbing up the ranks of the East
Coast mob family. He falls under the wing of quiet
criminal kingpin Russell Bufalino (Joe Pesci, also
given the de-aging assist). Given Sheeran’s
background as a “good soldier” in WWII, he quickly
proves himself adept at following orders and—when
circumstances require (which is often)—killing
people.

At 219 minutes, The Irishman is in to particular
rush to tell its story, which spans a good 50 years of
Frank’s storied life. Patiently—over the course of our
comfortably amoral protagonist’s winding tale of
family, friends, career and crimes—Scorsese paints a
picture of mid-century America as seen through the
lens of the mob. We get JFK’s assassination, the Bay
of Pigs, Bobby Kennedy, Richard Nixon, Watergate.
And of course, we get hints of the mafia’s
connection to it all as shapers of modern industry,
society and politics.

De Niro and Pesci get the most screentime, and
their friendship is central to the film’s various moral
twists. The digital tweak to the actors’ physiques is
impressive and largely seamless. (Weirdly, the first
time both appear on screen, it’s glaringly obvious—
both look like bobbleheads made of PVC. But after
that rocky introduction, the technology improves
greatly.) De Niro carries the film, of course. But
Pesci, returning from a long cinematic absence, does
some of his finest work on screen. Also along for the
ride is Al Pacino, who finds an appropriate outlet for
his acting bombast in the form of outspoken union
leader Jimmy Hoffa. 

Though long and slow, The Irishman is a
consistently absorbing drama about one man’s life in
crime. Ultimately—as the decades change, the law
cracks down, his friends die off, and our protagonist
surrenders to the cruelties of age—the film has
something rather poignant to say on the subject of
loyalty. Secretive criminal organizations like the
mafia are very big on loyalty. But what should a man
really remain loyal to: His country, his job, his
friends, his family? For all its focus on one man’s
misdeeds (real or conflated), The Irishman isn’t a
romanticization of the gangster lifestyle. Almost
every time we meet a new character in the film,
Scorsese pops up some titles letting us know where
and when this person met their untimely end, and
by how many bullets. As a result, this Netflix epic
serves as an elegiac capper to the mafia myth, to
Scorsese’s career and (just maybe) to the life span of
the American movie theater. a

The Irishman is available for streaming now on Netflix.

THE WEEK IN

a young woman who tries to meet her
childhood sweetheart during her family’s
annual visit to Hawaii—but circumstances
conspire to keep them apart.

FRIDAY 6

“Astronomy Club: The Sketch Show”
(Netflix streaming anytime) The first
“all-black Upright Citizens Brigade
troupe” brings their absurd brand of
humor to Netflix.

“Glow Up” (Netflix streaming anytime)
Aspiring makeup artists battle one another
in this reality show competition aimed at
fans of “Glam Masters” and “American
Beauty Star.”

“Reprisal” (Hulu streaming anytime) A
“relentless femme fatale” (Abigail
Spencer from “Timeless” and “Rectify”)
leads a vengeful campaign of revenge
after being left for dead by a “bombastic
gang of gearheads.”

SATURDAY 7

Mistletoe & Menorahs (Lifetime 4pm)
Lifetime acknowledges our Hebraic
friends with its newest holiday rom-com.
Toy company executive Christy needs a
crash course in Hanukkah in order to

land a big account. Naturally, she
turns to Jewish friend-of-a-friend
Jonathan, who desperately needs to
turn his bachelor pad into a Christmas
wonderland in order to impress his
shiksa girlfriend’s dad.

The SpongeBob Musical: Live on Stage!
(Nickeodeon 5pm) The Tony-nominated
(live-action, of course) musical
adaptation of “SpongeBob
SquarePants” makes its way off
Broadway and back to Nickelodeon.

“Steven Universe Future” (Cartoon
Network 9pm) This animated mini-
series serves as an epilogue to “Steven
Universe” and takes place after Steven

Universe: The Movie. Set several years
after Steven actually saved the
universe, the series finds our young
hero running out of other people’s
problems to solve. Now he’s got to fix
some of his own.

SUNDAY 8

Dear Santa, I Need a Date (TV One 5pm)
Yeah, you and every other main
character in a holiday rom-com, buddy. 

“Supergirl” (KWBQ-19 7pm) The epic
crossover event “Crisis on Infinite Earth”
(based on the classic DC comic from
1985) finally arrives in The CW’s
“Arrowverse.” You’ll have to watch
upcoming episodes of “Batwoman,”
“The Flash,” “Arrow” and “Legends of
Tomorrow” to get the whole story.

THURSDAY 5

“Home For Christmas” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Norway gets in on the holiday
rom-com train with this seasonal sitcom
about a perpetually single woman (Ida
Elise Broch) who starts a 24-day hunt for
a boyfriend to bring home for Christmas.

“V Wars” (Netflix streaming anytime) Ian
Somerhalder (“The Vampire Diaries”)
stars as a scientist trying to stop a deadly
outbreak that is turning society into
opposing factions of humans and
vampires. Based on the IDW comic book
of the same name.

“Tell Me a Story” (CBS All Access
streaming anytime) Season 1 of this
twisted psychological thriller wove
elements of The Three Little Pigs, Little
Red Riding Hood and Hansel and
Gretel into a dark crime drama about
love, greed, revenge and murder.
Season 2 offers up another modern
take on Beauty and the Beast, Sleeping
Beauty and Cinderella. 

A Very Corgi Christmas (BYUtv 6pm) My
twee-meter exploded just reading the
title.

“Same Time, Next Christmas” (KOAT-7
8:01pm) Lea Michele (of “Glee” fame)
shows up in this holiday rom-com about

“The L Word: Generation Q” (Showtime
8pm) Showtime’s classic lesbian
drama returns with a few old characters
(Bette Porter, Shane McCutcheon, Alice
Pieczecki) and a brand new setting
(LA’s Silver Lake neighborhood). 

MONDAY 9

“Beat Shazam” (KASA-2 7pm) Jamie Foxx
returns as host for this high-tech
gameshow update of “Name That Tune.”
Only this time, contestants are asked to
identify classic holiday tunes.

TUESDAY 10

“Ellen’s Greatest Night of Giveaways”
(KOB-4 7pm) Comedian/talk show host
Ellen Degeneres shows up in primetime
with her “celebrity friends” to hand out
“life-changing” gifts to “unsuspecting
people.” You’re probably not one of them.

WEDNESDAY 11

Moonlight Sonata: Deafness in Three
Movements (HBO 7pm) Documentary
filmmaker Taylor Brodsky turns her
camera on her own family, watching as
her 11-year-old deaf son learns to play
Beethoven’s iconic sonata on the
piano after receiving a cochlear
implant. At the same time, Brodsky’s
parents (both of whom are deaf) watch
in awe what time and technology have
bestowed on their grandson. a

SLOTH



[24]     WEEKLY ALIBI DECEMBER 5-11, 2019

eager to get his hands on a Red Ryder BB gun for
Christmas. 94 minutes. PG. (Tuesday 12/10 at Flix
Brewhouse)

Die Hard (1988)
If this isn’t your favorite Christmas movie, it should
be. Young, hair-topped Bruce Willis is a cop who
flies to Los Angeles to reunite with his estranged
wife for the holidays. Unfortunately, she’s inside a
towering office building that’s been taken over by a
calculating German terrorist (the incredible Alan
Rickman). This one pretty much wrote the template
for modern action films and is still highly entertain-
ing from start to finish. 131 minutes. R. (Opens Fri-
day 12/6 at Guild Cinema)

Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch (2018)
We already had the TV version narrated by Boris
Karloff (1966) and the live-action version with Jim
Carrey (2000). So why not a 3D CGI-animated ver-
sion? Benedict Cumberbatch voices our hairy party
pooper. Reviewed in v27 i46. 90 minutes. PG.
(Opens Sunday 12/8 at Flix Brewhouse)

Elf (2003)
Will Ferrell scored a perennial favorite with this sea-
sonal comedy about a human adopted by Santa’s
elves who is sent to America to search for his bio-
logical roots. Occasionally absurd and often a bit
too Hollywood sweet, the film is kept afloat by Fer-
rell’s energetic performance. 95 minutes. PG. (Fri-
day 12/6 at Flix Brewhouse)

Gremlins (1984)
Joe Dante’s naughty Christmas fable fave returns to
theaters. Zach Galligan is the small-town kid trying
to prevent the mischievous monsters of the title
from destroying the holiday. The film’s dark, chaotic
brand of humor has aged well—although you’re far
more likely to find yourself rooting for evil Spike
than for cutesy Gizmo these days. 106 minutes.
PG-13. (Opens Saturday 12/7 at Guild Cinema,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

Meet Me In St. Louis (1944)
The Academy Award-nominated 1944 musical star-
ring Judy Garland (about four daughters eagerly
awaiting the opening of the 1904 World’s Fair while
their father prepares to move to New York) returns
to the theaters for its 75th anniversary. Classic
songs include “The Boy Next Door,” “Under the Bam-
boo Tree,” “The Trolley Song,” and “Have Yourself a
Merry Little Christmas.” 113 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Sunday 12/8 at Century Rio, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
(1989)
The Griswold clan ends up hosting redneck Cousin
Eddie for Christmas in this holiday favorite. Chevy
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one end of the United States to the other in a
unique annual migration that is indispensable to
the feeding of America. Director Peter Nelson’s new
documentary explores this unusual event and the
impact it has on our country’s fragile bee popula-
tions. 92 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Monday 12/9
at Guild Cinema)

Promare (Redux)
From the makers of popular anime series “Gurren
Lagann” and “Kill la Kill” comes an original, ani-
mated sci-fi action feature about heroic firefighter
Galo and the Burning Rescue Fire Department as
they face off against BURNISH, a group of mutants
who are able to control and wield fire and are de-
termined to scour the Earth in flames. This special
“Redux” edition features the prequel short “Side:
Galo” which offers a look into its hero’s first day on
the job. Screened in English dubbed and English
subtitled versions. 120 minutes. PG-13. (Opens
Sunday 12/8 at Century 14 Downtown, Century
Rio, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Waves
A cocky high school athlete and his introspective
younger sister are at the center of this lavishly
praised film fest favorite. The story traces the jour-
ney of a suburban family, led by a well-intentioned
but domineering father, as they try to come together
in the aftermath of a devastating loss. Up-and-com-
ing indie filmmaker Trey Edward Shults (Krishna, It
Comes at Night) writes and directs. 135 minutes. R.
(Opens Thursday 11/5 at High Ridge)

RETURNING

A Bad Moms Christmas (2017)
In this sequel to the raunchy 2016 hit, overworked,
under-appreciated Mila Kunis, Katheryn Hahn and
Kristen Bell are back and being visited by their
overbearing mothers (Susan Sarandon, Christine
Baranski and Cheryl Hines) for the holidays. R.
(Opens Monday 12/9 at Flix Brewhouse)

Black Christmas (1974)
Bob Clark (Porky’s) directed this influential early
slasher flick about a group of sorority girls stalked
by a stranger during the Christmas break. Olivia
Hussey, Keir Dullea, Margot Kidder and John Saxon
are among the cast. Dark Room Horror presents
this one-night-only screening—just in time for the
remake. 98 minutes. R. (Opens Friday 12/6 at
Guild Cinema)

A Christmas Story (1983)
Still one of the funniest holiday films ever made,
this cult classic is based on the warped nostalgic
musings of humorist Jean Shepherd. Peter Billings-
ley is forever enshrined as the Depression-era kid

NEW

Dark Waters
In the fine tradition of Norma Rae, Erin Brockovich
and other muckraking corporate whistleblower
sagas comes this true-life legal thriller from director
Todd Haynes (Far From Heaven, Velvet Goldmine,
Safe). Mark Ruffalo stars as a corporate defense at-
torney who has a major change of heart, taking on
an environmental lawsuit against DuPont for poi-
soning groundwater in rural West Virginia. 126 min-
utes. PG-13. (Opens Thursday 12/5 at Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium
16, High Ridge)

En Brazos de un Asesino
Victor (Cuban actor William Levy, who cowrote this
action flick) is evidently “one of the world’s most
handsome men.” But he has a deep secret. He’s a
cold-blooded hitman! He has a change of heart,
though, when the unwilling mistress of a brutal Do-
minican drug lord stows away in his car. Ooh, gun-
play and romance? Muy caliente. In Spanish with
English subtitles. 106 minutes. R. (Opens Friday
12/6 at Century Rio)

Fantastic Fungi
Reviewed this issue. Reviewed in v28 i49. 81 min-
utes. Unrated. (Opens Monday 12/9 at Guild Cin-
ema)

Frankie
An aging French film icon (aging French film icon Is-
abelle Huppert) talks her extended family into a va-
cation in rural Portugal. Her husband, her
ex-husband, her kids, her step-kids, her grandkids:
everybody’s got their own separate little interper-
sonal dramas to deal with—all of them oblivious to
the fact that our titular character is dying of cancer,
and this could be their last holiday together. Award-
winning, non-Hollywood director Ira Sachs (The
Delta, Forty Shades of Blue, Married Life) turns the
drama down as low as it can possibly go in this qui-
etly beautiful art house drama. It might have been
nice if something (anything, really) happened over
the course of the film. But fans of melancholy side
trips through Europe will get their money’s worth.
Reviewed in v28 i47. 100 minutes. PG-13. (Opens
Friday 12/6 at High Ridge)

INXS: Live Baby Live at Wembley Stadium
The title kinda covers it. Australian band INXS plays
Wembley Stadium in London in this legendary
1991 concert film. 100 minutes. R. (Opens Monday
12/9 at Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

The Islands 
Shot entirely in Hawaii, this historical adventure is
based on the true story of High Chiefess Kapi’olani
(Teuira Shanti Napa), who descended into an active
volcano, circa 1924, to demonstrate her newfound
faith in Christ. She didn’t die, proving that Christ
protected her from the fire goddess Pele (or that
volcanos are forces of nature that don’t actually
obey the will of gods—pagan or otherwise). Mira
Sorvino and John Savage are hanging around the
edges of this evangelical feature from the director of
Fakin’ Da Funk, Suing the Devil, Final: The Rapture
and David and Goliath). PG-13. (Opens Friday 12/6
at Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX)

Playmobil: The Movie
Warner Bros. made a lot of money on The LEGO
Movie, so it was only a matter of time before the toy
line’s less popular German equivalent jumped in
with its own CGI spin-off. In it, two orphaned kids
find themselves transported into a tiny Playmobil
playset world come to life. Daniel Radcliffe, Jim
Gaffigan, Adam Lambert, Kenan Thompson and
Meghan Trainor provide voices for the various toys
(everything from pirates to robots to Vikings to
super spies). Honestly, it’s as bland and derivative
as it sounds. 99 minutes. (Opens Thursday 12/5 at
Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

The Pollinators
Every year tens of thousands of honey bees are
transported, via semi truck, back and forth from

Chase, Beverly D’Angelo, Juliette Lewis, Johnny
Galecki, Randy Quaid and Julia Louis-Dreyfus star.
Thirtieth anniversary, baby! 97 minutes. PG-13.
(Opens Thursday 12/5 at AMC Albuquerque 12)

Planes, Trains and Automobiles (1987)
Steve Martin and John Candy star in this amusing
1987 road trip comedy from writer-director John
Hughes. The duo play an uptight marketing execu-
tive and a goodhearted but annoying shower curtain
ring salesman stuck together on a three-day
odyssey to get home to Chicago during a snowed-
over Thanksgiving holiday. 93 minutes. R. (Opens
Wednesday 12/11 at Flix Brewhouse)

The Star (2017)
A small but brave donkey convinces a bunch of
wacky, wisecracking animal pals to defy King Herod
and go in search of the Star of Bethlehem. Yup, its a
CGI cartoon retelling of the birth of Baby Jesus—
from the perspective of all those animals you jam in
the back of the Christmas creche. Stephen Yeun,
Kristin Chenoweth, Tracy Morgan, Keegan-Michael
Key, Oprah Winfrey, Tyler Perry, Gabriel Iglesias and
Mariah Carey are among the eclectic voice cast.
Nobody watched this back in 2017, so they’re
gonna keep putting it back in theaters until we do.
86 minutes. PG. (Opens Sunday 12/8 at Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

They Shall Not Grow Old (2018)
Peter Jackson (The Lord of the Rings series) di-
rects this humble historical documentary about
World War I, featuring never-before-seen footage,
to commemorate the centennial of the conflict’s
end. 99 minutes. R. (Opens Saturday 12/7 at
Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

White Christmas (1954)
Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye and Rosemary Clooney star
in this 1954 adaptation of Irving Berlin’s holiday mu-
sical about two smitten singers who follow a woman
to a Vermont ski lodge. 120 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Sunday 12/8 at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

STILL PLAYING

21 Bridges
Chadwick Boseman (Black Panther) stars in this
taut but familiar crime thriller about an embattled
NYPD detective thrust into a manhunt for a pair of
cop killers. In order to stop them, he takes the un-
precedented step of shutting down all 21 bridges
out of Manhattan Island, uncovering a citywide con-
spiracy in the process. 99 minutes. R. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Frankie
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Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058
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The Good Liar
Sir Ian McKellen stars as a heartless elderly con
artist who can hardly believe his luck when he
meets a wealthy widower (Helen Mirren) online. But
our protagonist’s dastardly plan starts to fall apart
when he finds himself caring about his mark—who
may be significantly less helpless than she ap-
pears. There’s a comfortable pleasure in seeing
McKellen and Mirren’s first onscreen team-up. But
the film’s countless twists and turns are too tame
and tidy to elicit many thrills. 109 minutes. R. (Cen-
tury Rio)

Harriet
Historical hero Harriet Tubman finally gets the long-
overdue biopic treatment, courtesy of filmmaker
Kasi Lemmons (Eve’s Bayou, The Caveman’s Valen-
tine, Black Nativity). Cynthia Erivo (Bad Times at the
El Royale) stars as the extraordinary woman whose
escape from slavery in the American South laid the
tracks for the Underground Railroad, which allowed
hundreds of slaves to make the perilous journey to
freedom in the North. 125 minutes. PG-13. (High
Ridge, Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio)

Honey Boy
Occasionally tiresome indie actor Shia LaBeouf
wrote this autobiographical drama about a hot-
headed young actor (Lucas Hedges from Manches-
ter By the Sea and Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri) sent to rehab after a DUI arrest.
There, he pauses to reflect on his stormy childhood
under the thumb of a ne’er-do-well father with men-
tal health issues. LeBeouf plays the father—that is
to say, his own thinly disguised father—which is
enough to make audiences wonder if this is a con-
ventional indie drama or a form of art therapy for its
creator. 94 minutes. R. (Century Rio)

Jojo Rabbit
Taiki Waititi (What We Do In the Shadows, Thor:
Ragnarok) writes, directs and stars (as Adolf Hitler)
in this irreverent, occasionally surreal and surpris-
ingly big-hearted dramedy. Our titular Jojo (Roman
Griffin Davis) is an undersized German kid who
wants desperately to be a good Nazi. Unfortunately,
he’s way too sensitive and kindhearted. But that
doesn’t stop him from having conversations with his
imaginary childhood friend Hitler (Waititi). But when
Jojo finds a young Jewish girl hidden in the attic by
his concerned mother (Scarlett Johansson), he ex-
periences a crisis of dogma (and grows up just a lit-
tle). This is a tough tonal balancing act, and Waititi
nails both the silly satire and the painful drama—
even if the story is ultimately a slight one. Reviewed
in v28 i44. 108 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14
Downtown, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Joker
After Cesar Romero, Jack Nicholson, Mark Hamill,
Heath Ledger and Jared Leto put their stamp on the
character, moody method actor Joaquin Phoenix
tries DC’s iconic villain on for size. This one swings
pretty far afield of the traditional comic book origin
stories, but writer-director Todd Phillips (Old School,
The Hangover) offers a distinctive, Martin Scorsese-
esque vision of a failed comic being disenfran-
chised from society and reinventing himself as an
outsized supervillain for the ages. Reviewed in v28
i41. 121 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Century 14 Downtown)

Knives Out
Filmmaker Rian Johnson (Brick, Looper, Stars Wars:
Episode VIII—The Last Jedi) takes Agatha Christie-
style murder mystery over the top and back again
with this giddy fun thriller. Seems that a world-fa-
mous mystery writer (Christopher Plummer) has
been murdered at his lavish country estate. Now it’s
up to a dapper, Southern-fried detective (Daniel
Craig) to figure out which of the guy’s quirky rela-
tives did him in. Chris Evans? Jamie Lee Curtis?
Michael Shannon? Don Johnson? Toni Collette? Re-
viewed in v28 i48. 130 minutes. PG-13. (Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Flix Brewhouse, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,
High Ridge, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Last Christmas
Pretty people fall in love in this tale of a young Yu-
goslavian emigrant to England (Emelia Clarke,
“Game of Thrones”), prone to making terrible life
decisions, who finds herself working as a depart-
ment store elf while dreaming of becoming a singer.

One day she meets a handsome, charming and
rather mysterious man (Henry Golding, Crazy Rich
Asians). Don’t worry, romance fans: There are plenty
of weepy complications and George Michael tunes
to get all sappy over—if you can weather the film’s
one ridiculous twist (involving the very literal inter-
pretation of a George Michael lyric). 102 minutes.
PG-13. (Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Maleficent: Mistress of Evil
Angelina Jolie returns as the living embodiment of
Disney’s evil queen from Sleeping Beauty. This
time around the witchy (but misunderstood) fairy
queen’s goddaughter Aurora (Elle Fanning, still a
beauty but no longer sleeping) is about to get
married to a handsome prince. Unfortunately, Au-
rora’s mother-in-law-to-be (Michelle Pfeiffer) is se-
cretly using the impending nuptials to divide
humans and fairies forever, stranding Maleficent
and Aurora on opposite sides of a supernatural
war. Reviewed in v28 i43. 118 minutes. PG. (Cen-
tury Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Century 14 Downtown,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Midway
From the makers of Stargate and Independence
Day and The Day After Tomorrow comes this bom-
bastic dramatic recreation of the Battle of Midway.
Luke Evans, Patrick Wilson, Woody Harrelson, Mandy
Moore, Dennis Quaid, Aaron Eckhart and Nick Jonas
are among the overcrowded cast, most of whom are
flying around trying to sink the Imperial Japanese
Navy. The special effects are … constant. And the
dialogue is … human-like. 138 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Pain & Glory
Director Pedro Almodóvar and actor Antonio Ban-
deras get together for the seventh time. A bit more
serious and a lot more mature than some of their
previous outings (Labyrinth of Passions, Tie Me Up!
Tie Me Down!), this self-reflexive rumination of the
filmmaking business feels loosely inspired by Fed-

erico Fellini’s confessional semi-autobiography 8
1/2. Plagued by illness both physical and mental,
an aging filmmaker (Banderas) reflects back on his
childhood. At the same time, he struggles to deter-
mine his legacy in the artistic community. The result
is a deeply humanistic portrait of life lived (regret-
fully or otherwise). Reviewed in v28 i45. 113 min-
utes. R. (Guild Cinema)

Parasite
The latest film from brilliant South Korean director
Bong Joon-Ho (The Host, Mother, Snowpiercer) is a
pitch-black, tragicomic thriller about a poor but lov-
ing family scraping by in a crowded “semi-base-
ment” apartment on a grubby side street in Seoul.
By chance, the family’s intelligent son lands a job
tutoring an upper-class teenage girl who lives in a
massive modernist mansion. This sudden and vivid
contrast in fortunes sets up the film’s nasty, near-
Gothic twists and turns (none of which should be
spoiled). 131 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Playing With Fire
Wrestlin’ thespian John Cena stars in this wacky
family comedy about a crew of rugged, manly, mus-
clebound firefighters who rescue three rambunc-
tious kids from a major California wildfire only to
end up having to take care of them in the firehouse.
Hijinks ensue! Fans of comedy involving people get-
ting bonked on the head, falling on their buttocks or
otherwise engaging in the time-honored tradition of
pratfalls will certainly laugh their guts out with this
one. (Also poop and fart jokes. So many poop and
fart jokes.) 96 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Queen & Slim
A young guy on the make (Daniel Kaluuya, Get Out)
and a self-serious lawyer (Jodie Turner-Smith,
“Nightflyers”) meet on a Tinder date but hit it off
horribly. As he takes her home, however, the two run
afoul of a belligerent cop. The traffic stop goes from
bad to deadly when the officer pulls his gun. “Slim”
acts in self defense, saving “Queen”—but killing the
officer. Suddenly these two unwitting fugitives, who
more or less hate one another, are forced to em-
bark on a cross-country Thelma & Louise-style flight
in a vintage turquoise Pontiac Catalina. R. (Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, High Ridge, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Synonyms
Winner of the Golden Bear at Berlinale, the latest
from Nadav Lapid (The Kindergarten Teacher) fol-
lows an angry young Israeli (Tom Mercier), who flees
Tel Aviv for Paris to start a new life. Desperate to
erase his history, he decides that becoming fully
French is his only salvation. This vibrant, angry tragi-
comedy about history and personal identity is
loosely based on Lapid’s own experiences. In
French and Hebrew with English subtitles. 123 min-
utes. Unrated. (Guild Cinema)

Terminator: Dark Fate
James Cameron returns as producer (but not as di-
rector or screenwriter) for this sci-fi sequel, which
ignores the last few Terminator films and functions
as a direct sequel to 1991’s Terminator 2: Judg-
ment Day. Seems that the apocalyptic Judgment
Day was merely postponed, forcing waitress-turned-
asskicker Sarah Connor (Linda Hamilton) to come
out of hiding to protect some new target from exe-
cution at the hands of killer robots from the future.
This time around she’s got help in the form of the
latest human/Terminator hybid (Mackenzie Davis
from “Halt and Catch Fire”) and an old frenemy
(Arnold Schwarzenegger). 128 minutes. R. (Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Zombieland: Double Tap
Since 2008’s cult hit Zombieland, writers Rhett
Reese and Paul Wernick have gone on to pen the
popular Deadpool series. Now they reunite with di-
rector Ruben Fleischer in this much-anticipated se-
quel. Zombie apocalypse survivors Columbus,
Tallahassee, Wichita and Little Rock (Jesse Eisen-
berg, Woody Harrelson, Emma Stone and Abigail
Breslin) return, facing off against some frighteningly
evolved zombies with the help of some new addi-
tions (Zoey Deutch, Rosario Dawson). 99 minutes.
R. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

The Addams Family
Charles Addams’ enduringly ghoulish cartoon char-
acters return (appropriately enough) in computer-
animated form. The all-star voice cast includes
Oscar Isaac (Gomez), Charlize Theron (Morticia),
Chloë Grace Moretz (Wednesday), Finn Wolfhard
(Pugsley), Nick Kroll (Uncle Fester), Bette Midler
(Grandma) and Snoop Dogg (Cousin Itt)—all of
whom do right by their characters. If only the dull
story weren’t so bogged down in kiddy film moraliz-
ing. 87 minutes. PG. (AMC Albuquerque 12, Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood
Beloved actor Tom Hanks takes on the role of
beloved kids’ TV show host Fred Rogers in this gen-
tle, feel-good biopic. The story is based loosely on a
1998 Esquire cover story in which star writer Tom
Junod set out to pen a profile of Mr. Rogers—only to
discover that spending time as an adult with the
host would have a profound healing effect on his
troubled psyche. Matthew Rhys (“The Americans”)
plays our (somewhat more fictionalized) journalist,
hounded by a gloomy disposition and daddy issues.
Leave it to some artful, back-and-forth questioning
with Mr. Rogers to heal those lingering childhood is-
sues. 108 minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, High Ridge, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Charlie’s Angels
The world really didn’t need the 2000 reboot of
Charlie’s Angels. And it probably doesn’t need this
one either. But here we are. Kristen Stewart, Naomi
Scott and Ella Balinska are our three new interna-
tional superspy detectives (or whatever Charlie’s
Angels are supposed to be). Elizabeth Banks (who
also wrote and directed this one!) is our new
Bosley. Seems that a young computer technician
has blown the whistle on a dangerous new technol-
ogy and is marked for assassination. It’s up to the
Angels to protect her. 118 minutes. PG-13. (Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16)

Doctor Sleep
Stanley Kubrick’s 1980 adaptation of Stephen
King’s The Shining gets a long-time-brewing sequel
(based on the follow-up novel King wrote, of
course). Seems that little Danny Torrence, psychic
survivor of the Overlook massacre, is all growed up
now (and played by Ewan McGregor). He meets a
young girl with powers similar to his own and tries to
protect her from an evil cult that preys on children
with powers in order to remain immortal. Mike Flana-
gan (Gerald’s Game, “The Haunting of Hill House”)
directs. 151 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX, Century 14 Downtown)

Faustina: Love and Mercy
This faith-based “docu-drama” travels back to 1931
when Jesus Christ allegedly appeared as the King of
Mercy to a young Polish nun named Faustina Kowal-
ska. She painted his picture, which was so popular
they made her a saint in 2000. 120 minutes. Un-
rated. (Century Rio)

Ford v Ferrari
James Mangold (Walk the Line, Logan) directs this
historical biopic about the time legendary American
car designer Carroll Shelby (Matt Damon) and infa-
mous English race car racer Ken Miles (Christian
Bale) took on the seemingly impossible task of try-
ing to build a vehicle fast enough to beat iconic Ital-
ian sports car manufacturer Ferrari at 24 Hours of
Le Mans in 1966. 152 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX
& RPX, High Ridge, AMC Albuquerque 12, Century
14 Downtown, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Frozen II
Disney’s 2013 smash animated hit gets the in-
evitable sequel. This time around Anna (Kristen
Bell), Elsa (Idina Menzel), Kristoff (Jonathan Groff)
and Olaf (Josh Gad) must leave the kingdom of
Arendelle to travel to an ancient, autumn-bound
forest and discover the origin of Elsa’s mysterious
powers—and, you know, save the kingdom. 103
minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)



SONIC REDUCER
BY AUGUST MARCH

Patema
Fathom

(Self-released)

I swear to Jah that I first
heard about this band
because they sent Weekly
Alibi a flyer for their Fourth of
July performance in Los
Lunas back in 2015 or 2016.
Well, they’re still around and

better than ever. In fact, this record rocks in a way
that only competent, brain-baking prog-rock can.
Forget about doom, sludge and any other kind of
sleepyheaded metal. This is the real item, la neta,
as they would say in the Middle Rio Grande
Valley and south of there. It begins super
proggishly on the first track “U” and continues
from there with a Euro flair that just won’t stop.
Check out what follows; it will blow your mind.
The licks are solid, the drumming propulsively
complex, the vocals triumphantly clear and the
vision grand on tunes like “Anathema,” “Once
Upon a Burial” and “Exist.”

HoneyWire
Always in Sight

(Self-released)

Since Kaleb Slack split from
Dirt City and headed up north
to the one with the broad
shoulders, his ouput as a
singer-songwriter has gained
momentum. Slack released an
eponymous debut EP as

HoneyWire in 2018 that received critical acclaim
from hip and happening indie music blog Divide &
Conquer. Now, HoneyWire is back, showing
growth and testing limits. Always in Sight begins
with a neo-new wave twist that had me running
to Google to compensate for my Swiss Cheese
brain. Of course! HoneyWire’s sound reminded
me of Jyoti Mishra’s Brit electro-pop project,
White Town! The second track, “Glow” gets a
little glitchy, so you can throw in Amnesiac-era
Radiohead, too. But, free from influence, Slack’s
sound grows beatifically melancholy on an
unassuming cover of Roxy Music’s masterpiece
“Love Is The Drug.” By the fifth track, “Deep,”
he’s ironically stumbled—out of derivation—into
something darkly awesome. Totally wow.

Alex Chavosaurus
Enthused Pulse

(Self-released)

In high school, my brother
and his friends had a band
called The Life Brothers. One
of the dudes played toy
piano; the other two had
guitars. They had totally
cray-cray tunes like “Guidry’s

Baby Food” and “Garbage Day.” In college, I had
a roommate—who later lived next door to my
brother in Tempe, Az.—who introduced me to a
band called The Shaggs and their record
Philosophy of the World. Now it’s my turn to
introduce you all to the future of rocked-out
electronic hip-hop, courtesy of Alex
Chavosaurus. Raw and outrageously unfettered
either by convention or derivation, this album has
it all, from the perplexingly brutal “Go With The
Flow” to the perversely uncanny “ChugALug”
and the funkadelic “Space Dreams.” Buy this
record today or risk becoming old and square
forever. a
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MUSIC | SHOW UP!

A Holiday Reminder
Whatever happens, go to a show

vocals—in tune with the musical arrangements
of pianist Roger Baker and the super-solid
ensemble playing of a band that includes local
luminaries like drummer John Bartlit and
trumpeter Bruce Dalby—have helped revitalize
jazz in Dirt City and now they’re hoping to
shine up the holiday season, too, with a repeat
performance of a must-hear collection of
traditional Christmas tunes. Catch them live on
Saturday, Dec. 7 at Outpost Performance Space
(210 Yale Blvd. SE). 7:30pm • $15 • All-ages.

Sunday
En serio, dudes, there is a musical genre known
as nerdcore hip-hop. It was started by a rapper
and web developer known as MC Frontalot,
but that was like almost 20 years ago. These
days, the nerdcore banner is being illustriously,
riotously and musically waved by a fellow
named Christopher Brendan Ward, who is
known as MC Chris in the parlance of the
field. He’ll be performing at Launchpad (618
Central Ave. SW) on Sunday, Dec. 8. Note to
self: This guy went to art school just like
Thom Yorke so it’s okay to take him seriously
even if MC Chris did voice the character MC
Pee Pants on “Aqua Teen Hunger Force.” The
rapper and comedian left teevee behind to
concentrate on his career as a performing artist
in 2004. His best album, Eating’s Not Cheating,
dropped that year. Shubzilla x Bill Beats and
Rusta Rhymes open this can of nerdy, body-
moving worms. 8pm • $20 • 21+.

Tuesday
There is a band called Cattle Decapitation. I
knew this before I wrote about it because Alibi
Assistant Art Director Corey Yazzie totally
digs their riotously sludgy and socially
conscious sound. Straight outta San Diego in
Califas, this extreme metal band features
headbanging tuneage that is highly critical of
just about everything loathsomely human—
but in particular animal abuse and genocide.
They’re jamming at the Historic El Rey
Theater (622 Central Ave. SW) on Tuesday,
Dec. 10. Their latest work in the genre is titled
Death Atlas. It dropped just a few days ago—on
Black Friday, JaJaJa—and features killer
compositions like “One Day Closer to the End
of the World” and “Time’s Cruel Curtain.”
Believe us now, puny human, you will totally
dig this show and afterwards will never want to
eat eggs again. 8pm • $20 • 13+. a

BY AUGUST MARCH

“I
f I get old/ I will not give in/ But if I do/
Remind me of this/ Remind me that/
Once I was free/ Once I was cool/ Once

I was me ... Remind me of this/ The night we
kissed/ And I really meant it/ Whatever
happens/ If we’re still speaking/ Pick up the
phone/ Play me this song”—from an obscure
recording by the band known only as
Radiohead.

August March spent the beginning of this
year’s holiday season indulging his latest
obsessive habit. He used his notoriously deep
yet somewhat brittle mind to conjure up the
names of just about every human he has known
in 50-plus years. That kind of activity can be
mind-numbing. Luckily he had a salve in mind.
It’s a musical sauce for the bones, a flavor that
both restores the past and reconnoiters the
future. Live music is the cure and like Mr.
March, we urge you to take it in as the end of
the year inevitably rolls around. 

Friday
Super padre Latinx ensemble Baracutanga—a sly
double entendre when one considers that
Baracutanga trombone mastermind Micah Hood
just became a father (Way to go, Mr. Hood!)—
goes acoustic for one amazing night on Friday,
Dec. 6 at Outpost Performance Space (210 Yale
Blvd. SE). This special concert is being
advertised as a fundraiser for the esteemed
multicultural, progressively political outfit’s new
album. Volver Atras is scheduled to drop in
Spring 2020. In the meantime, enjoy the fruits
of musical labor created by Hood and his
colleagues: Jackie Zamora, lead vocals; Kilko
Paz, percussion and charango; Carlos Noboa, bass
and quena; Joseph Altamirano, guitar and pan-
flutes; Nick Baker, drums, percussion, accordion
and vibes; and Paul Gonzales, trumpet and
percussion. 7:30pm • $15 to $20 • All-ages.

Saturday
Just about a year ago, everyone in Burque was
listening to Entourage Jazz Wishes You a Cool
Yule. The award-winning record by Entourage
Jazz was the hit of the holiday season and what’s
more, it showed off the precisely wonderful and
wide-ranging instrumental and vocal talents of a
group of Burqueño musicians led by jazz master
Emerson Corley. Corley’s superlatively smoking

EJazz



I was just listening to your new single,

“Carry Me.” It starts out kinda dirgelike or

like some sort of cowboy death song from

a doomed cattle drive, but it transforms

into a blues-drenched and soulful

anthem—some of the high notes you hit

remind me of Janis, it’s got that kinda

Texas-style rough Western swagger to it.

Discuss.

That’s cool. This record in particular focuses
on that sound a little bit more. I am from
Texas originally. That explains that bleed-
through. But yeah, I made this record with a
lot more country-rock, Southern R&B feel.
Our previous effort was not so much of that.
We try to change, album to album.

How has your sound evolved to allow the

embrace of experimentalism in what’s

ultimately a form of American folk music?

We’ve definitely gone through a couple of
iterations. There have been a bunch of band
members. When we initially started, we were a
two-piece, but with guitars. We didn’t add a
drummer until later. And nowadays we don’t
even play acoustic instruments anymore. It’s
all electric. But I think, you know, I’m not
really interested in making music just for the
sake of making music. I want it to be
challenging, something I have to grow with.
We intentionally try to force ourselves to do
different things, and do things that are outside
of our comfort zone, outside of our
wheelhouse. Sometimes it works, sometimes it
doesn’t. But in either case in makes for the act
of creating music.

MUSIC | MUSIC INTERVIEW 

That’s fascinating. They seem to be

making a big comeback among Millennial

and Generation Z musicians. They’re

almost more popular now than they were

at their height in the late 1970s.

There’s some wild stuff in there. I think you’ll
hear that sort of influence on our new record. I
don’t know what else I’ve been listening to but
Nick Cave has always been in constant play.

What do you think his new work,

Ghosteen?

What a sad story, Jesus Christ. But he has a
really brilliant way of getting in touch with his
vulnerability. He’s the sort of artist I strive to
be.

I was trying to analyze your music and

that statement gives me a lot more to

think about.

I definitely take a lot of narrative cues from
Cave.

So what’s going on with your tour? This is

just a quick jaunt through the Southwest,

que no?

Honestly, Albuquerque has traditionally not
done well for us.

A million bands could say that.

Albuquerque’s been hard on us. We’re
basically doing a tour around a big show in
Phoenix at the Crescent Ballroom. This is like
a weekend outing for us. After Albuquerque,
we’re off for the rest of the year.

You also mentioned that you’re working

on a new album. What’s that about?

I’m working on a new album with The
Yawpers and then there’s talk of me releasing a
solo album this next year, too. I’d put together
a band for that. It would be different project
than The Yawpers.

In terms of what you’re doing, I feel like a

lot of young people feel that rock and roll

has passed them by. Even though EDM

and hip-hop are becoming the mainstays

of American popular music, there’s

always been this undercurrent of folk

music, of Americana, that seems to stay in

the limelight. How does that affect you?

I think that what people forget is that one
thing that never goes out of style is
authenticity. And I think rock and roll, for a
number of years there, got to be more about
the glamour and the dick-swinging and the
costumes than it was about the music. And
people realized that. Say what you will about
the avarice of hip-hop or whatever, at least
the intent is to make these characters
authentic, to make music that feels real.
That’s what people see. That lack of
authenticity turned people off to rock and
roll. But then there is always that
underpinning of Americana or folk music.
That never goes out of style because it’s
ingrained into the American experience. a

Does that creative process involve

listening to a lot of different kinds of

music? Does it involve having a diverse

musical background?

I think that everyone who has ever been in
this band has had a very large musical palette.
That’s something we just try to encourage. It’s
certainly something that I try to embody. I try
to listen to music constantly, from all across
the board. Usually there’s somewhere in the
writing process that’s indicative of that. A lot
of times, I’ll write something and bring it to
the band and we’ll decide on another
direction. But it’s always almost always
influenced by something that we all listened to
together and we kinda want to take little
pieces from here and there. I think one of the
strengths of the band is having a very diverse
and in-depth knowledge of music, different
genres, composers and writers.

Speaking of such, I notice that your name

references Whitman’s Leaves of Grass.

We have literary references from many sources
in the songs. Our first EP was named after a
Wallace Stevens poem.

Oh, really? Dude’s one of my favorite

poets. He was an insurance attorney in

real life.

Yeah, I love him. He was a piece of shit in real
life.

But he wrote great poetry. And got into

fistfights with Hemingway. What sort of

music do you use to supplement those

sorts of poetical readings?

I’m on a super Krautrock kick right now. I’ve
been listening to a lot of Can. Like almost
exclusively for the past three weeks. I
haven’t been listening to anything but
Can—on repeat.

Our Barbaric Yawpers
Over the roofs of the world

The Yawpers
with August James & the Lovesick Symphony

and John King Cave
Thursday, Dec. 5 • Launchpad • 618 Central

Ave. SW
9pm • $8 • 21+

BY AUGUST MARCH

“W
e come to this place full of rock,
ready to rock, but with a head full of
books bound to us, too. American

books, works like those of the great
unencumbered tellers of the stories of our
land.” August March looked up at me as he
worked on his latest masterpiece, a listing of
all the humans he had ever met, ranked by
rockingness, of course.

“Those tellers include Whitman, Dylan and
Lamar, in case you are interested,” he told me.
“What do you think of that?” he continued,
oblivious to the deadline that was quickly
approaching.

I thought it sounded quite literary and told
him so. He said he got the idea from a band
interview he did early this week. It turns out
that Colorado-based power trio The
Yawpers—a rock band in fact named after a
few lines from verse 52 of “Song of Myself” in
Leaves of Grass by the old master Walt
Whitman himself—are playing a gig here in
Burque on Thursday night. 

The reference goes something like this,
March gravely intoned, saying, “The spotted
hawk swoops by and accuses me—he
complains of my gab and my loitering/ I too
am not a bit tamed—I too am untranslatable/ I
sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the
world.”

That sounds like the band itself, I agreed.
Their sound is broadly American, mythic in
scale and gritty in character, just like
Whitman’s roughly clad, grand-like-a forest-
protagonist, I thought, as I later listened to
The Yawper’s new single “Carry Me” at
rollingstone.com.

What’s the interview like, I asked March.
“Why don’t you read it for yourself,” he said as
he motioned to a copy of Weekly Alibi sitting
on his desk.

Weekly Alibi: Hey, is this Nate Cook from

the Yawpers?

Nate Cook: Yes, indeed.

I wanna talk to you guys about your show

that’s coming up in few days here in

Burque.

Very good!

Your new album is titled Human Question,

so here’s another for you: Where are you

all coming from musically, and where do

you want to go?

Ohh ... Those are big questions. We like rock
and roll. And we like punk rock, fucking
country, all that sort of shit. We try and
make an amalgamation of it. That’s what our
music is. We like to push boundaries. We
kind of very loosely fit into the Americana
genre but we really try to push the
boundaries of what that can mean. We take
influences from Krautrock and more
dramatic art, stuff like that.
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E
arlier this month, the House Judiciary

Committee voted 24 to 10 in favor of the

Marijuana Opportunity, Reinvestment and

Expungement (MORE) Act, introduced by

presidential hopeful Sen. Kamala Harris,

of California, and Rep. Jerrold Nadler, of

New York. The bill would remove cannabis

from the federal list of scheduled substances,

allow prior marijuana offenders to

request a review of their case with the

possibility of expungement,

address banking concerns for marijuana

businesses and allow cannabis

entrepreneurs to apply for federal

Small Business Administration

loans. The bill would also

establish a “Cannabis Justice

Office”that would reinvest funds

taken from cannabis sales into

communities that were negatively

affected by the War on Drugs. The

initiative would provide job training,

legal assistance and treatment for

substance abuse in these

communities.
This might all sound

well and good for some,
but the glaring flaws in this
proposed bill are making
many cannabis advocates
nervous.

To fund the Cannabis Justice
Office, the MORE Act proposes
imposing a five percent federal tax
on all cannabis sales on top of
whatever state or municipality tax
is already there. As The Motley Fool

rightly points out, this could
potentially raise the total taxes on
marijuana sales in some parts of the country up
to 80 percent. Over-taxation in California has
led to incredible losses in revenue since the
state legalized recreational cannabis in 2018.
The state reportedly only made $2.5 billion in
total cannabis sales last year—including both
recreational and medical sales—a cool $500
million less than the year before—when only
medical cannabis was legal. Consumption
hasn’t dropped by any means, of course.
Consumers are just giving their dollars to
black market drug dealers instead of buying
cannabis legally. That means states actually
make less money when they hike up the taxes.

But what’s really insidious about this bill is
the fact that it gives everybody what they want
without actually legalizing cannabis. A true
“decriminalization” bill would only deschedule
marijuana and expunge offenders’ records. By
adding banking regulation and taxation to the
bill, Harris and Nadler are trying to give the
government the opportunity to get in on the
cannabis market without explicitly legalizing
anything. If something like this were to pass
into law, it would guarantee another decade of
prohibition. After all, why would we need to
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BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS BY JOSHUA LEE

MORE Act Hurts Legalization Efforts
due to the inclement weather.

According to NM Political Report, some of
the topics that were meant to be discussed—
like patient reciprocity, producer fee structures
and public consumption areas—were
postponed until the next meeting could be
scheduled.

What was discussed during the hour-long
meeting was new testing standards. Some
producers and representatives of the New
Mexico Cannabis Chamber of Commerce
voiced concerns over newly proposed
microbiological, heavy metal and pesticide
testing and labeling standards. NMCCC
Executive Director Ben Lewinger reportedly
called the new labeling requirements
“unrealistic.”

The proposed new rule would require
producers to affix a label to all cannabis
products that displays the name of the

producer, the name of the lab that tested it,
the product’s expiration date, the number
of units of “usable cannabis or concentrated

cannabis-derived product,” the total of
THC, THCA, CBD, and CBDA—

expressed by weight in
milligrams—total product
weight or volume, name of
strain, nutritional facts, a
statement that the product is
not for resale, a statement

that it is only intended for
medical patients, allergy

warnings, a sales barcode and the
New Mexico THC warning label.
But we’re not finished yet! Warnings

for use should also be affixed to the
package including—at a minimum—the
statements, “Consumption of THC when
pregnant, or by a mother who is

breastfeeding, may adversely impact an
infant’s development,” “Do not drive a vehicle
or operate heavy machinery while under the
influence of this product,” and “Keep out of
reach of children.”

The labels are required to use non-italicized
font no smaller than 8-point type. Some
producers say there’s no physical way to attach
such a large label to some of their products,
and anyone who’s bought a single gram of bud
can probably attest to this.

Producers also said that the required sample
sizes for testing were too large. The new rules
require 20 grams of product just to test for
salmonella, E. coli and the total aerobic
microbial count. That doesn’t include what’s
needed to test for cannabinoid, mold and
mycotoxin content, among other things. For
smaller producers, this can potentially be a
major blow to their inventory.

The DOH says the next meeting will
happen in January, but an exact date has yet to
be set. Hopefully, we’ll get to hear about
patient reciprocity and consumption areas—
two very exciting developments in our weird
local marijuana scene. Keep your eyes here for
future developments. a

talk about legalizing marijuana anymore?
People won’t be going to jail, and the feds will
be getting a piece of the action, too.

And who knows? Maybe they’re right.
It’s unclear what the future holds for the

MORE Act as it moves toward a Republican-
controlled Senate. Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, of Kentucky, has a history of
stomping all over any pro-cannabis bill he
comes across, and if it reaches him, the current
bill will likely only amount to a philosophical
debate with no real consequence.

Medical Rules Meeting

Rescheduled
The New Mexico Medical Cannabis Program
held a public meeting for comments on some
proposed rule changes, but had to cut it short
due to snow and icy weather. The proceedings
began with an announcement that an
additional meeting would be scheduled to
compensate residents who couldn’t make it out

STRAIN CORNER
BY EDWARD BARRETT

Pucker Factor at Organtica

I
’ve recently completed the arduous
task of moving from one rental to
another. I’ve always been frugal, so

rather than hire people to move our
things and to limit the size needed of a
truck rental, I would dismantle and
rebuild all the large pieces of furniture.
After laboring for hours and moving
many boxes of kitchenware, clothes,
decorations, lamps and whatever else, I
found myself drained and uninterested
in the banalities of contemporary
domicile living.

Luckily, cannabis is always sure to
remedy a slew of ailments and woes. This
week I stopped by Organtica (4001 Menaul
Blvd. NE) to try one of their strains out.
They had a pungent, musky, skunky and
mildewy smelling strain that looked
interesting. Upon gazing at the dense and
thick nugs, I was excited to give Pucker
Factor (THC: 18.42%, CBD: 0.37%—
$12/gram) a try.

The nuggets exhibited a very light green
that was closer to yellow in spots—
especially once it was ground up and
prepared for smoking. There were small
clumps of tall golden and orange hairs
speckled throughout, and there were large
stems keeping all of the thick flowery
material together. The hits were smooth
and had light herby and meaty notes early
on, but ever so faintly. As the bowl
smoldered away, the ground-up Pucker
Factor began to taste more diesel-like and
even had faint notes of coffee beans. The
diesel taste overpowered all other tastes
toward the end and was certainly the
defining feature of this strain’s flavor profile.

I felt a soothing wave of relaxation
after finishing the bowl, but this feeling
quickly subsided and was replaced with a
buzzy feeling of alertness and energy. I
felt productive for a while and seemed to
be gaining interest and determination in
finishing sorting through the cornucopia of
items and belongings in the new and empty
house I was moving into. All throughout
these productive bouts, I felt an underlying
undulation of mental fuzziness and
physical heaviness that eventually became
stronger. The high finished on a more
distracted and lethargic note.

Pucker Factor was a very interesting
strain to try. The light flavor profile made it
very approachable, but the skunky smell
makes it a dead giveaway when ingesting.
The early and late indica effects that I
experienced with this strain would make it
useful for temporary relief and distraction
from pain or nausea. The buzzy and
energetic bouts could be useful in easing
social anxiety, elevating overall mood and
promoting creativity and productivity. The
smooth hits and the layered range of
effects make Pucker Factor a strain worth
crumpling your lips for. a
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY | HOROSCOPES BY ROB BREZSNY

ARIES (March 21-April 19): In composing this
oracle, I have called on the unruly wisdom of Vivienne
Westwood. She’s the fashion designer who
incorporated the punk esthetic into mainstream styles.
Here are four quotes by her that will be especially
suitable for your use in the coming weeks. 1. “I disagree
with everything I used to say.” 2. “The only possible
effect one can have on the world is through unpopular
ideas.” 3. “Intelligence is composed mostly of
imagination, insight, and things that have nothing to do
with reason.” 4. “I’m attracted to people who are really
true to themselves and who are always trying to do
something that makes their life more interesting.”

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “I’m drowning in the
things I never told you.” Famous make-up artist
Alexandra Joseph wrote that message to a companion
with whom she had a complicated relationship. Are you
experiencing a similar sensation, Taurus? If so, I invite
you to do something about it! The coming weeks will be
a good time to stop drowning. One option is to blurt out
to your ally all the feelings and thoughts you’ve been
withholding and hiding. A second option is to divulge
just some of the feelings and thoughts you’ve been
withholding and hiding—and then monitor the results of
your partial revelation. A third option is to analyze why
you’ve been withholding and hiding. Is it because your
ally hasn’t been receptive, or because you’re afraid of
being honest? Here’s what I suggest: Start with the
third option, then move on to the second.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): I’ve got some borderline
sentimental poetry to offer you in this horoscope. It
may be too mushy for a mentally crisp person like you.
You may worry that I’ve fallen under the sway of sappy
versions of love rather than the snappy versions I
usually favor. But there is a method in my madness: I
suspect you need an emotionally suggestive nudge to
fully activate your urge to merge; you require a jolt of
sweetness to inspire you to go in quest of the love mojo
that’s potentially available to you in abundance. So
please allow your heart to be moved by the following
passage from poet Rabindranath Tagore: “My soul is
alight with your infinitude of stars. Your world has
broken upon me like a flood. The flowers of your garden
blossom in my body.”

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Try saying this, and
notice how it feels: “For the next 17 days, I will make
ingenious efforts to interpret my problems as
interesting opportunities that offer me the chance to
liberate myself from my suffering and transform myself
into the person I aspire to become.” Now speak the
following words and see what thoughts and sensations
get triggered: “For the next 17 days, I will have fun
imagining that my so-called flaws are signs of potential
strengths and talents that I have not yet developed.”

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): An interviewer asked singer-
songwriter Leonard Cohen if he needed to feel
bothered and agitated in order to stimulate his
creativity. Cohen said no. “When I get up in the
morning,” he testified, “my real concern is to discover
whether I’m in a state of grace.” Surprised, the
interviewer asked, “What do you mean by a state of
grace?” Cohen described it as a knack for balance that
he called on to ride the chaos around him. He knew he
couldn’t fix or banish the chaos—and it would be
arrogant to try. His state of grace was more like skiing
skillfully down a hill, gliding along the contours of
unpredictable terrain. I’m telling you about Cohen’s
definition, Leo, because I think that’s the state of grace
you should cultivate right now. I bet it will stimulate
your creativity in ways that surprise and delight you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Poet Juan Felipe
Herrera praises the value of making regular efforts to
detox our cluttered minds. He says that one of the best
methods for accomplishing this cleansing is to
daydream. You give yourself permission to indulge in
uncensored, unabashed fantasies. You feel no inhibition
about envisioning scenes that you may or may not ever
carry out in real life. You understand that this free-form
play of images is a healing joy, a gift you give yourself.

It’s a crafty strategy to make sure you’re not hiding any
secrets from yourself. Now is a favorable time to
practice this art, Virgo.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In accordance with
current astrological omens, here’s your meditation, as
articulated by the blogger named Riverselkie: “Let your
life be guided by the things that produce the purest
secret happiness, with no thought to what that may
look like from the outside. Feed the absurd whims of
your soul and create with no audience in mind but
yourself. What is poignant to you is what others will be
moved by, too. Embrace what you love about yourself
and the right people will come.”

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “I swear I became a
saint from waiting,” wrote Scorpio poet Odysseus
Elytis in his poem “Three Times the Truth.” According to
my reading of the astrological omens, you may be in a
similar situation. And you’ll be wise to welcome the
break in the action and abide calmly in the motionless
lull. You’ll experiment with the hypothesis that
temporary postponement is best not just for you, but
for all concerned.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “My greatest
asset is that I am constantly changing,” says
Sagittarian actress and activist Jane Fonda. This
description may not always be applicable to you, but I
think it should be during the coming weeks. You’re
primed to thrive on a robust commitment to self-
transformation. As you proceed in your holy task, keep
in mind this other advice from Fonda. 1. “One part of
wisdom is knowing what you don’t need anymore and
letting it go.” 2. “It is never too late to master your
weaknesses.” 3. “If you allow yourself, you can become
stronger in the very places that you’ve been broken.” 4.
“The challenge is not to be perfect. It’s to be whole.”
P.S. And what does it mean to be whole? Be respectful
toward all your multiple facets, and welcome them into
the conversation you have about how to live.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You can’t escape
your past completely. You can’t loosen its hold on you
so thoroughly that it will forever allow you to move with
limitless freedom into the future. But you definitely
have the power to release yourself from at least a part
of your past’s grip. And the coming weeks will be an
excellent time to do just that: to pay off a portion of
your karmic debt and shed worn-out emotional
baggage.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Aquarian playwright
August Strindberg didn’t have much interest in people
who “regurgitate what they have learned from books.”
He was bored by stories that have been told over and
over again; was impatient with propaganda disguised as
information and by sentimental platitudes
masquerading as sage insights. He craved to hear about
the unprecedented secrets of each person’s life: the
things they know and feel that no one else knows and
feels. He was a student of “the natural history of the
human heart.” I bring Strindberg’s perspective to your
attention, my dear one-of-a-kind Aquarius, because
now is a perfect time for you to fully embody it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “It’s no fun being in
love with a shadow,” wrote Piscean poet Edna St.
Vincent Millay. And yet she indulged profusely in that
no-fun activity, and even capitalized on it to create a
number of decent, if morose, poems. But in alignment
with your astrological omens, Pisces, I’m going to
encourage you to fall out of love with shadows. The
coming weeks will be an excellent time to channel your
passions into solid realities: to focus your ardor and
adoration on earthly pleasures and practical concerns
and imperfect but interesting people. a

HOMEWORK: EVIL IS BORING. ROUSING FEAR IS A

HACKNEYED SHTICK. MORE:

HTTPS://BIT.LY/EVILISBORING  

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.
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Legal Services

START BANKRUTPCY FOR $0.
Lawyer Advertisement. Stop
Wage Garnishment |
Eliminate Your Debts | 100%
Free Consultation – Hurry |
McCookLawFirm.com | (505)
600-2550

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Arts & Crafts

VFW HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW
& BAKE SALE Friday, Dec 6,
4-9pm Talented artisans
including wood workers,
beaders, semi-precious
jewelers, leather workers, hand
made soap, holiday decor and
more. VFW Post 5890, 76
Unser Blvd., Rio Rancho, NM
Ample free parking and
handicap accessible.

Classified Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

Employment

CAREGIVER Silver Lining
Services, LLC Albuquerque
Satellite Office 3250 Coors
Blvd NW Suite D Accepting
applications for A Personal

Care Services Caregiver in
Albuquerque and surrounding
area. Qualified candidates
must be genuinely interested
in helping people who are
elderly or who have disabilities
of any kind. Complete an

Apartments for Rent

FOR RENT. 2 BDRM, 1 BATH,
NE ABQ. Washer/Dryer
hookups. Private yard.
$850/mo, $400 DD. Call 505-
480-5315.

LOW RATES! BRAND NEW
Fully Furnished Studio
Apartments – no credit check
& no lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

LOW RATES! LOW RATES!
Fully furnished studios. FREE
utilities. NO CREDIT CHECK.
Call now & move in today:
505-225-1216

NEWLY RENOVATED NEWLY
RENOVATED, furnished studios.
Laundry Onsite. Cable &
Utilities INCLUDED. Call now:
505-226-6932

application at 3250 Coors
Blvd NW Suite D. Silver Lining
Services, LLC is an equal
employment opportunity
employer.

FRESQUEZ COMPANIES Join
our team at Albuquerque
Sunport! Many positions to
choose from! Apply at
www.fresquezcompanies.com
then call 505.842.4292 to
schedule an interview. 

Computer/Software

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT
Expert Linux and Windows
software developer with 20+
years experience seeks side
gig. C, C#, Python, VBA and
more. 505.280.7692 or
codemaggot@gmail.com. 

BEARDED HANDSOME GUY

Was making nachos for my nephew. I turned as you

walked into the store. We made direct eye contact as you

walked in. You got in line. I couldnt help but stare due to

your well groomed beard given I am an pogonofile it drove

me crazy you seemed so perfect with your body type

beard and hair. 

I believe you wore a navy blue shirt and grey sweats. I

been looking for someone like you. I hope you are not

taken I must find you again I must know you.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where:  on 11/1/2019.

BAD RELIGION

I saw you at the Bad Religion concert looking stunning

dressed in black, with big beautiful eyes, and sitting with a

blond by the bar. You offered to buy me a drink and said

that I rescued you. We leaned into each other and had a

Rooms/Roommates

Northeast

FURNISHED ROOM
$350+1/3Utils,$250DD
Seeking clean, quiet person.
Large house: laundry,pool
table,hot tub. No
pets,kids,couples. msg@ 294-
7209

Body & Soul

Wellness

LEAN STUDY. The Mind
Research Network is seeking
individuals 21-65 years of age
who are moderate to heavy
alcohol drinkers who also
smoke cigarettes daily for a
study of how an experimental
medication affects alcohol
consumption and decision

making. The study involves
five visits over approximately
5 weeks. The total amount of
time required is between 20
and 25 hours. You will be
compensated up to $500 for
your participation. If you
would like to be considered
for the study, please call 505-
216-6545 or email
Lean-Study@mrn.org. Please
mention “LEAN Study”. 

Licensed Massage

w
TANTRA MASSAGE &
TEACHING Give yourself

the powerful and beautiful
gift of Tantra massage and
teaching. I am a Certified
Tantra Educator/Professional
Massage Therapist
Lic.#2788, Reiki Healer and
Life Coach. Please call me
for detailed information and
scheduling. Namaste,
Julianne ~ 505 920 3083

HEAL & RELAX Treat yourself
to powerful healing, deep
relaxation in a beautiful
environment. 25 years
experience. $60 Katrina
LMT#6855 (505) 506-4016
innovative.massagetherapy.com 

---

great conversation. The instant chemistry was magic.

Before we knew it the night was over and we went our

separate ways. Becca do you believe in fate? Is there any

chance I’ll get to see you again?

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: El Rey on 10/4/2019.

CUL8R?
I saw you at 50/50 around 11ish? We exchanged strange
but true stories of many things. You nicknamed me
moon. I came and went like the tide. Your smile is like the
northern lights next level french bread on the inside. We
are worthy of all the good and deserve so much. ABQ is
blessed to have us. I cant wait to see you again. We
haven’t went on one date, so it’s pretty weird for me to
write a song. Just want to say I think you’re great. If
you’re a melody I’d sing along.
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: 50/50 on 9/11/2019.
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Across

1 “Anaconda” singer Nicki

6 Bot. or ecol.

9 Earth-shaking event

14 Singer with three

albums named after ages

15 PC key beside the

space bar

16 Detach

17 Salad ingredient that’s

fuzzy on the outside

19 ___ di pepe (tiny pasta

variety)

20 Shoo-___ (favorites)

21 Raise crops

22 Barn-roof adornments

23 Drug buster, for short

25 Much of Mongolia

28 Titular host of NBC’s

“Game of Games”

30 It can cause a row

31 Geometry calculations

33 Belt loop puncher

34 False pretense

38 Busy spot for Finnish

travel

42 “Bonanza” role

43 Linseed product

44 “I have ___ / the plums

...” (poem line spoofed in

memes)

45 Big ___, California

46 De-lumps, as flour

48 Obi-Wan or Luke, e.g.

53 It’s got 14 points on

Malaysia’s flag

56 Not just some

57 Aquatic barrier

59 Nutritional amt.

60 Anniversary gift before

wood

61 Dwyane Wade’s team

for most of his career

63 Singer Cleo or Frankie

64 1099-___ (bank-issued

tax form)

65 Decline slowly

66 Beginning

67 “Evil Dead” hero

68 Puff pieces?

Down

1 “___ Whoopee”

2 Menzel of “Frozen 2”

3 Bygone documentaries

4 “Thrilla in Manila” victor

5 “Bring the Funny” judge

Foxworthy

6 “Lord of the Rings”

villain

7 Get on up

8 “Addams Family” cousin

9 Eighth note, in the U.K.

10 “The Last of the

Mohicans” character

11 “___ kettle of fish”

12 Baseball Hall of Famer

Ralph

13 Are real

18 Boil over

24 Reunion group

26 “Field of Dreams” state

27 “The Burning Giraffe”

painter

29 Acronymic 1992 single

by The Shamen (from

“Boss Drum”)

31 “That feels good!”

32 “Can’t Fight This

Feeling” band ___

Speedwagon

33 Feel unwell

34 Petty arguments

35 Great series of wins

36 “___ you kidding me?”

37 ___ Dew (PepsiCo

product)

39 Grammatical subject

40 Welsh stand-up

comedian Pritchard-McLean

41 Court judge

45 Evil computer system in

“The Terminator”

46 Dagger holder

47 “Big-ticket” thing

48 Jiggly dessert

49 Aquafina competitor

50 Leary of the “Ice Age”

series

51 “Fame” actress Cara

52 Goofy smiles

54 “It’s ___!” (“I’ll see you

then”)

55 Hotel postings

58 Alfa Romeo rival

61 “Paper Planes” rapper

62 “Last Week Tonight”

airer

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“Save IT Till the End”—those last two.
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