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WEIRD NEWS

A
N
D

Dateline: Japan
A Japanese department store says it will
“rethink” a new policy that would give women
on the staff the choice of wearing special
badges to indicate when they are on their
period. BBC News reports that the Daimaru
branch at Osaka Umeda introduced the
voluntary badges in October. On one side of
the badge was an advertisement for a new
section of the store, “women’s well-being,”
that opened at the end of November. On the
other side of the badge was an image of “Seiri-
chan,” a cartoon mascot taken from a comic
strip about menstruation. If a female staff
member was on her period, she could flip the
badge over to the side with Seiri-chan to let
her coworkers know. They could then provide
her with more help and would know to give
her longer breaks. The badges were reportedly
requested by employees. But when store
leaders shared the new policy with media
outlets, some misreported that the badges were
meant to inform or warn customers that the
woman was menstruating. According to
reports, Daimaru was inundated with
complaints from the public over what some
believed was a form of sexual harassment.
Daimaru spokeswoman Yoko Higuchi told
reporters that some staff members “didn’t see
the point” of the badges or were “reluctant” to
wear them. However, she said the company
had received positive feedback from employees
and the public as well. Daimaru are not
cancelling the policy, but they are “rethinking”
it. Higuchi said the company will be looking
for a way to share the information without
alerting the public.

Dateline: India
Farmers in the Malnad region of India are
painting their dogs to look like tigers in a bid
to scare off destructive monkeys. According to
the Deccan Herald, farmers in the region have
been struggling with monkey populations
destroying their crops. The problem has
become so bad that local government is
considering constructing a park specifically
designed to rehabilitate monkeys. But coffee
farmer Srikanta Gowda reportedly came up
with an ingenious idea after visiting a farm
near Bhatkal in the Uttara Kannada district
four years ago. There, he saw a farmer using a
tiger-like doll to scare monkeys away from
their farm. He brought the doll to his own
village and tried the method out. He found
that the monkeys seemed to be afraid of the
doll and avoided the area where it was located.
To test the theory, he moved the doll to
another spot and found that they avoided that
area instead. He told reporters that he knew
the doll ploy could only work for so long, so he

came up with the idea of painting tiger stripes
on his dog. He used hair dye that lasts for more
than a month. Recently, other farmers in
Gowda’s village have also adopted the
practice.

Dateline: North America
Officials say a poor harvest of potatoes in the
US and Canada is unlikely to cause a French
fry shortage, as many feared. Last week,
multiple media outlets warned that cold and
wet weather had forced potato farmers in
North America to cut their harvest season
short and abandon thousands of damaged
potatoes. The US Department of Agriculture
said the potato crop forecast is at its lowest
since 2010. The bad weather was expected to
hit fries harder than other potato products,
because spuds used for fries are generally
harvested later in the season. This led many
outlets to report that a possible French fry
shortage was on the way. But The New York

Times says that the poor potato output is
unlikely to affect French fry production.
“Don’t panic about the French fries,” said
Frank Muir, the president of the Idaho Potato
Commission. “You can still go out and order
them like you normally do.” Muir told
reporters that by the time the frost hit Idaho,
about 85 percent of the state’s crop had already
been harvested. Altogether, 13 billion pounds
of potatoes were harvested, compared to 14
billion pounds harvested last year. A number
of experts and companies in the field have said
that they are having no problems meeting
demands this year and are expecting no
shortages. Muir also said that the companies
that process French fries have temperature-
controlled backstock and can meet consumer
demands even if harvests fail.

Dateline: Florida
A baby shower gift purchased at a Goodwill in
Florida reportedly contained a semi-automatic
rifle instead of a children’s toy. According to
Huffpost, Veronica Alvarez-Rodriguez bought
what she thought was an unopened Baby
Einstein’s bouncer at a local Goodwill store for
$9.99. When the gift was opened by the
father-to-be, he reportedly shouted, “You guys
got me a gun!” Guests at the shower laughed,
thinking the gift was a joke, but Alvarez-
Rodriguez and her husband called the
Crestview Police Department. The responding
officer initially allowed the father-to-be to
keep the gun—a Mossberg 715T semi-
automatic rifle that was loaded with live
ammunition—but the weapon was confiscated
by police the following day. Law enforcement
continues to investigate how the gun ended up
in a seemingly factory-sealed child’s toy box,
but no leads have been forthcoming. No
details on the identity of the person or persons
who donated the box to Goodwill have been
released either. The company has not made a
public statement concerning the incident.
Alvarez-Rodriguez told reporters that
“Goodwill has the best treasures for $9.99.” a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird news to

josh@alibi.com.
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City to Review Crime Data System
Last week, Mayor Tim Keller announced that the
city’s crime data system will be undergoing
independent review.

In July, the city released statistics that
appeared to show significant drops in
Albuquerque’s crime rate. But questions about
those statistics’ veracity were raised in October,
when an annual federal report contradicted them.
It found that New Mexico had one of the highest
crime rates in the country—and much of it came
from Albuquerque.

According to KOB, Keller held a conference last
week to announce that the city is hiring
independent researcher Peter Winograd—who
helped redesign APD’s use of force policy—to
analyze the system and make suggestions for
improvement. “Dr. Winograd’s outside expertise
will help ensure that the department fixes these
longstanding problems,” Keller told reporters.
Albuquerque Police Department Deputy Chief J. J.
Griego said, “We are investing in modern
technology while also making sure that we are
getting the basic nuts and bolts of records
processing right, and this independent review will
bring additional accountability.”

NM Considers Universal Health

Coverage
Lawmakers have hired a team of consultants to
examine the possibility of implementing near-
universal health care coverage.

According to KRQE, the Legislative Finance
Committee awarded a contract for around
$390,000 to Maryland-based KNG Health
Consulting, IHS Markit of London and
Albuquerque-based researcher Lee Reynis to
study ways the state can provide near-universal
health care coverage.

A public meeting was held last week to collect
public statements about the prospect. Reform
advocacy group Health Security for New Mexicans
Campaign said it wants a system that that shifts
private insurance to a supplemental role, similar to
Medicare.

The Legislature has repeatedly stalled
proposed bills that would provide universal or
near-universal health care coverage, including one
that would have opened the state’s Medicaid
program up to paying customers who aren’t
eligible for federal subsidies.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham’s administration is
reportedly working on its own separate efforts to
extend affordable care to the uninsured
population.

Crashes Mar ART Service
Albuquerque Rapid Transit buses have been
involved in a number of vehicle collisions since it
began running just weeks ago.

The Associated Press reports that in the first
nine days of operation, ART buses were involved
in five separate collisions. Authorities say most of
the crashes have occurred because cars were
attempting to make illegal left turns. One incident
was caused when a driver over-corrected into the
ART lane and struck a bus.

Of the 20 buses in the fleet, two are out of
service for repairs and a third was superficially
scratched. Officials say at least 16 buses are
needed to operate the route.

Law enforcement officials say police officers
will begin issuing citations to drivers operating in
the bus lane starting in January. Drivers can be
fined up to $80 for parking in the lanes and $160
for crossing or making illegal left turns across the
lanes. a

NEWS CITY BY JOSHUA LEE NEWS | EDITORIAL

Present Tense
A city moves forward somehow

for residents. Davis said, “IDEDC is exactly

the kind of community-led program that we

should be supporting,” while Hart Stebbins

added, “The International District will be

well-served by this collaboration among

residents, the private sector, and City and

County governments. No one knows better

the needs of this community than the people

who live here and I’m proud to support their

work.

Of course the mayor is on board, too, and

put the whole project in perspective when he

told the press, “The International District is an

underserved but resourceful community, and

this kind of strategic investment will support

economic growth from the ground up, helping

local entrepreneurs succeed and filling gaps

that have created significant barriers for the

community. The City and County have come

together in support, but this is a community-

driven effort to empower businesses to

succeed, and they deserve all the credit.”

The Same Coin
That’s good news for a city that’s doing its

damnest to engage and sustain economic

recovery, but it’s only part of the picture. The

truth is—that despite the advances made by

Keller and Co. on the home front—the

mayor’s two-year-old administration continues

to suffer from the cold and windy gusts created

by a seemingly implacable and growing

criminal element.

The thing is, to really understand this

problem, one needs to reference the past. And

no, of course Keller and his progressive polices

are not to blame what we as a city have to

account for now.

The Keller administration inherited much

of what it currently faces because of events

that transpired and were allowed to fester

during the tenure of Richard Berry. Berry, who

had strong political connections to the now

wrecked political machine captained by la

Tejana Susana, repeatedly resisted efforts to set

the course right for the then-troubled

Albuquerque Police Department. Berry also

went along with then-Governor Martinez’

wholesale decommissioning and subsequent

abandonment of mental and public health

programs that were put in place by the

Richardson adminstration—and to a lesser

extent by the Chavez administration here in

Albuquerque—to address the roots of urban

crime, poverty and addiction.

Keller inherited a seriously broken

municipal governance system. It will surely

take more than one term as mayor to make the

needed adjustments.

The News Today
The other memorable news that reached our

desk had to do with the results of that formerly

hobbled system, still reeling from the missed

steps that still yield deadly consequences.

As of the time this is being written,

Albuquerque has suffered a record-breaking

number of homicides this year. But the alleged

offender in APD homicide case number 74 was

apprehended quickly and Keller told the

teevee news that, “Violent crime is our

community’s biggest challenge and tackling it

is our top priority. We are working to climb

out of the hole and rebuild a depleted police

department.” The mayor’s earnest honesty in

this matter should be a point of reflection for

those who have given up on progressivism and

then begin to blame the most likely source of

civic rejuvenation to come up to bat in at least

12 years in The Duke City, New Mexico.

Keller clearly needs more time to prove his

critics wrong; whether they will give him that

time is dependent on the success of his

administration’s broader economic and public

health initiatives. That work, in coordination

with community voices and leaders like Davis

and Hart Stebbins, will make all the difference

now and in the future. a

BY AUGUST MARCH

W
ith around 20 days left in the year 2019,

you might think that the news staff at

Weekly Alibi is busy looking through all

that happened during the past year or, better

yet, sitting around some felt-covered gaming

table, dishing out plastic poker chips and

prognosticating about what’s bound to happen

en el porvenir.

The truth is we’re thinking about right

now, the things currently in fashion, news-

wise, around The Duke City and The Land of

Enchantment. We’ll save those other two

exploratory activities for next week, when we

cover the whole ball of wax in the clothing of

dawn as we head into 2020 with our yearly

double-issue, end-of-year news extravaganza.

In the meantime, here’s a closer look at the

news that sailed down the internet and ended

up getting our attention this week as the rest

of the world turned and turned and turned.

Developing the District
The Southeast portion of Albuquerque, at

least that part that comprises City Council

District 6, is moving forward with an

International District Economic Development

Center (IDEDC). The city-financed facility is

designed to offer resources and opportunities

to businesses in a sometimes overlooked,

financially fragile yet totally vibrant part of

this town that is represented by recently and

resoundingly re-elected City Councilor Pat

Davis and his progressive cohort, Bernalillo

County Commissioner Maggie Hart Stebbins.

As readers recall, Hart Stebbins voted in

favor of the employee sick leave ordinance

proposal put before the council last summer.

The commissioner continued to show her

commitment to working families in her district

with her continued advocacy for the

International District’s new economic

development center. Davis, it should be noted,

was reelected on the strength of his deep

understanding of the International District

and by extension, the very diverse and

sometimes mercurial City of Albuquerque.

Located near the corner of Central and

Wyoming—hey, isn’t that the intersection

that saw family joints like Pancho’s Mexican

Buffett replaced by a series of slowly

degenerating storefronts until folks like then-

State Senator Tim Keller, and then a slightly

younger Councilor Davis stepped up to bring

the once proud geographic area back to life?—

the new center was originally scheduled to

open this past August and will continue to

provide a needed upgrade for the International

District.

Both Davis and Hart Stebbins agreed that

the Center will provide a timely path forward
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NEWS | ON ASSIGNMENT

Free Food Forever
Local nonprofit finds fruit for folks

BY AUGUST MARCH

H
ere are two things. Albuquerque’s homeless
population is growing. Wander by just about
any large park in the city—but especially

Coronado Park or Los Altos Park, both situated
by their respective freeway on and off ramps—if
you want to know some of the truth about The
Duke City’s burgeoning homeless situation.
These people clearly need our help; besides
being homeless and lacking proper health care
and sometimes without winter clothing, many of
them are also hungry besides.

Before we go any further, here’s the second
thing. Albuquerque, a mid-sized city in the high
desert, has heaps of local gardeners growing their
produce in a variety of places, from small
backyards in the far Northeast Heights to large
farms in the South Valley to large vacant lots
adjacent to Kirtland Air Force Base and the
Albuquerque International Sunport.

With all such sources in mind, there’s more
than enough food to go around. Using all that
produce to help those less fortunate is a natural
outcome for a bounty, a veritable cornucopia of
food that the rest of us sometimes take for
granted.

Realizing these facts and putting some
solutions into play seems like a great idea; in fact
it is a super-duper idea given the facts of
homelessness in this town. It’s an idea that the
fine folks over at Food is Free Albuquerque are
working to master.

The mission of this local nonprofit is to
connect local humans with the abundant
harvest that is all around them. With a
population of nearly half a million and homes,
gardens and farms scattered from one end of the
Middle Rio Grande and far up into the
Foothills, Food is Free Albuquerque has devised
a plan that honors the Earth and uses
community action to empower people by
providing what they need most. Nutrition is the
answer and this group holds the door open to
better access, more choices and ultimately, a
healthier population that can not only find
shelter and agency but can do so with a full
belly, too.

Last week, Weekly Alibi met with Erin
Garrison, the executive director of Food is Free
Albuquerque, Managing Director Trista Teeter
and FiF spokesperson Gayle Geis. Through a
network of local grower-donors, their team
arranges for the harvest of overabundant local
fruit trees, gardens and farms for distribution to
Albuquerque’s disenfranchised and less
fortunate. Here’s a bit of our fact-filled, hunger-
conquering conversation about sustainable
agriculture, Albuquerque style.

Weekly Alibi: How does Food is Free

Albuquerque work?

Erin Garrison: We primarily harvest backyard
fruit trees. People from the city contact us if
they have a fruit tree or trees that is bearing too

much fruit for them to use. We harvest that
food and get it plugged back into the
community. We do that by through other
organizations, including community kitchens
and shelters. We work with churches that
provide us with volunteers.

How many people are involved in this

organization, in this movement?

I’d say we have a solid 30 people at the core of
our group.

Is there a specific part of town where your

activities are concentrated?

So we harvest all of Albuquerque. We harvest
in Rio Rancho and all through the East
Mountains, as far East as Moriarty.

How did the project start?

My partner Trista and I were canners. We like
to preserve our own food. We had seen a lot of
fruit trees around the city. We thought to
ourselves, “Maybe people will give this to us
[the fruit] and we won’t have to pay for it. We
put an ad in Craigslist and we had
approximately 10 responses. The first couple of
trees we harvested, we had a couple hundred
pounds of fruit, apples. We realized then that we
had many trees in the city to harvest.

People in this area have been planting

apple trees and harvesting the fruit for

more than 200 years.

There’s so many apple trees in Albuquerque!

People tell me that there are a lot of apple

orchards—some gone wild—in the East

Mountains.

Those trees have persisted [for more than 100
years]. There are a lot of them in Albuquerque
and the surrounding area.

How did your program expand from that

first outing?

We just started giving the food away because we
had so much. It was more than our families
needed or could handle.

How did you get your name?

Our name comes from an international
movement and project that started in Austin,
Texas as Front Yard Gardens. We reached out to
the director of that organization requesting use
of the name Food is Free for our Albuquerque
project.

How long did it take to grow the project into

a sustainable program that helps people in

Burque?

Trista Teeter: We’ve been doing this for five
years now on our own. This year, we went full
time. Now we’re seeing the fruits of our labor.

What sorts of outreach do you do to

community organizations that are

concerned with hunger? How do you get

fresh food to the people who need it?

We view Food is Free as a very important part of
the Albuquerque community. We have a deficit
on one hand; we’re one of the five hungriest
states in the nation, continually. But on the other
side, we have a huge amount of excess. I have a
kind of calculated-on-a-napkin math that says if
we have about 900,000 people in the metro area,
maybe one in 10 grow 100 pounds of food. That’s
about two laundry baskets of apples. You’re
looking at over 2 million pounds of [available]
food in Albuquerque alone. So we harvested
14,000 pounds [of excess food] this year.

That’s 7 tons of food. That’s more than a

truckload! Who has access to that food?

Erin Garrison: It’s a lot of truckloads. Our
distribution program—because we’re dealing
with perishable foods—is definitely still in the
development stages. We work with St. Martin’s
Hospitality Center often. They’ll cook the
food, they’ll freeze it for later use. We call
organizations [like St. Martin’s] to see if they
can use the food, if so, then how much, we ask.
Food banks, kitchens, shelters are our main
partners. Three Sisters Kitchen has an
excellent program so we donated to them as
well. We also work with composters and
gardeners to further their projects. We
distribute compost to the farmers and gardeners
that can use it, too. We try to not waste any
food, whether it’s edible or for use feeding farm
animals for use as compost. We try to make
sure all of the food goes to where it is needed
the most. Nothing goes to waste.

What sort produce do you see the most?

It depends on the year. This year it was apples.
We had so many apples. Other years, it’s been
apricots. It was a quick season for apricots, but
that varies from year to year. We never quite
know what we’re going to end up with from year
to year. We also team up with farmers in the
local area—we’ve been working with one area
farm for five years now—who have access and
can’t pull it all out of the field. So we go out and
harvest fields and then donate that produce.

So it sounds like there is a lot of community

involvement in your project. How do people

get involved?

Our goal this year is to start tree mapping in
Albuquerque. If you contact us, we will enter
your fruit tree information into our secure
database. We’re able to set up a reminder system
using the mapping project. If there is a hard frost
that year, for example, we can ask participants
how their trees are doing. Or we can remind
participants that harvest time is coming up.

People have been harvesting fruit trees in

New Mexico since the Spanish first brought

plums and pears out to The Land of

Enchantment in the late 17th century. So

mapping those trees and their descendants

has significant cultural meaning. Do you

ever think about your agricultural legacy in

the state?

Absolutely. It really is. There’s a place down in
Southeast Heights where the Southwest
Organizing Project runs a community garden.
That used to be an orchard. Knowing the history
of that area and helping revitalize the land is
really exciting.

Why is this an important project?

Fresh food is a human right. Everyone deserves
access to fresh food. We have seen an
abundance in our community, not just with fruit
trees, but with community support. We want to
empower people with food. Citizens can contact
us via email, social media or by telephone to get
involved.a

Food is Free Albuquerque
fifabq.org • 505-398-0343

Erin Garrison and Trista Teeter of FiF Abuquerque ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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The Stars in New Mexico 
Since Anna Sofaer’s rediscovery of the “Sun
Dagger” in Chaco Canyon in 1977, our
understanding of the civilization that flourished in
New Mexico a millennium ago has only deepened.
Join Sofaer, along with her colleagues Richard
Friedman and Robert Weiner, as they present the
latest findings from Chaco in Revealing Untold
Stories of Chaco Canyon: Archaeocosmology on
Thursday, Dec. 12 at 6:30pm at the New Mexico
Museum of Natural History & Science (1801
Mountain Rd. NW). Tickets are $8 for non-
museum members, $7 for members and $5 for
students. For more information and tickets to this
all-ages event, see nmnaturalhistory.org.

Hark! The Herald Poets Slam
‘Tis the season to pick the MindWell Slam Team of
five poets that will go on to represent
Albuquerque in the 2020 Southern Fried Poetry
Festival in Tampa and the International World
Poetry Slam in Dallas. At MindWell’s Grand Damn
Slam 2019, 12 poets will take to the stage on
Friday, Dec. 13 at 7pm at B. Ruppe Drugs in
Barelas (807 Fourth Street SW), but only five will
fly off into southern skies to bring the words of
Albuquerque to the world. Tickets are $10. For
more information and tickets to this all-ages
event, see mindwellpoetry.com.

Nearby in a Manger

Over 100 nativity scenes fill the Old San Ysidro
Church (966 Old Church Rd., Corrales) for
Festival of the Nativities on Saturday and
Sunday, Dec. 14 and 15 from 10am to 5pm. The
Corrales Historical Society has assembled an
awe-inspiring number of crèches from cultures
around the world (including a number of hand-
carved renditions from New Mexico) for this
holiday event that’s sure to include holiday music,
hot cocoa and poinsettias. For more information
on this free, all-ages event, see
corraleshistory.org.

The Misfits of the City Different 
The island of misfit toys is evoked in papier-mâché
for Rick Phelps Misfit Toy Box opening on
Saturday, Dec. 14 with a reception from 1pm to
4pm at Café Pasqual’s Gallery (103 East Water
St., Santa Fe). Upcycled paper sculpted into
creatures strange and wonderful make this a
show that demonstrates the art of the craft. For
more information on this free, all-ages event, see
pasquals.com.

Light Dance
Flamenco Works (1010 Coal Ave. SW) presents
Luminaria Flamenca, an original piece
choreographed by Jesus Munoz and performed by
students from the school along with guest artists
on Saturday, Dec. 14 at 5:30pm. Tickets are $5
for kids and $10 for adults (in advance), or $15 for
adults at the door. For more information and
tickets to this all-ages event, see
flamencoworks.org. a
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FOUND OBJECTS

BY CLARKE CONDÉ
ARTS | INTERVIEW

I think all conspiracies are basically born out
of superstitions. Because, you have the start
with the superstition and it could even be
something that’s kind of based in reality. It
could even be like you don’t trust the
government. Okay, well, sometimes there are
reasons to not trust the government, but that’s
not a blanket statement that should be applied
all the time. Does that mean to disregard
anything that’s ever said by anybody who’s
ever involved in the government, which is
what happened. So, it starts out as question
everything. And then it becomes, people in
the government sometimes have done some
shady stuff. And then it becomes, if the
government says it, it’s the opposite. [Then] it
becomes, you’ll do anything to build this
ridiculous argument to support your
superstition that everything the government
does is out to get you. 

Since its inception, this country has had an
aspect to it that was faith based. Has that
changed or evolved over time? 
In some areas it hasn’t changed at all. We still
have people trying to pass legislation that’s

based on religion. I’ve also found that a lot of
people, even in a kind of secular world, they’re
not religious anymore, but they don’t get to
their irrreligiosity via critical thinking and
skepticism, they get to it through a different
emotional plea. Something happens and they
lose their faith. I think when that happens, a
lot of times they replace it with something
else. They replace it with a different sort of
superstition or a different sort of faith in
something. I have friends that their new
religion is their food. Everything has to be
organic and non-GMO and non-gluten. It’s
become this crazy religion that you can’t even
talk to them about or they get incredibly upset
because you’re testing their faith. 

Do you do an accent?
I do a Southern accent. It’s funny because I
don’t even mean to necessarily do that, but for
some reason when I started trying to do a
character who’s arguing some sort of crazy
religious argument or I do a character that’s a
hardcore right-wing nut or whatever, he’s some
sort of Southern guy. It’s always that guy. It’s
probably due to the fact that I’ve got a lot of
friends and family that are not necessarily too
bright that are from the South so that
sometimes I just immediately picture the uncle
who I’ve had way too many run ins with. 

You are a pretty outspoken atheist. Have
you ever considered doing a bit where you
extend the Foxworthy thing—you know
you’re an atheist when …
It’s funny because I have not, but I actually

Not So Very Superstitious
An interview with critical thinking comedian Ian Harris

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

I
an Harris is the kind of rare comic who

doesn’t simply make fun of people’s foibles,

but of their core beliefs. It is an honored

tradition in comedy whose practitioners

include some of the seminal talents that

defined the genre from Lenny Bruce to George

Carlin to Richard Pryor. It is bound to upset

some people and Harris is fine with that. He

considers it an opportunity for everyone to

think a little bit harder about why people

believe what they believe. Somewhere in that

statement is where comedy transcends into art. 
This weekend, Harris is joined by Ron

Swallow, Maurice Northup, Sarah Kennedy
and Dawn Elizabeth Schary at the Aux Dog
Theater for three comedy shows, but Friday
night is all about superstitions. Harris thinks
superstitions are hilarious. For over 20 years,
he has found the funny in the ridiculous
assertions that guide people’s lives. Skeptics,
rationalists and quibblers will find an evening
of jokes that skewer the believers of things
unseen and poorly documented. Weekly Alibi
spoke to Harris about superstitions,
conspiracies and a little bit about Stevie
Wonder. The following is an edited version of
that conversation.

Weekly Alibi: Your upcoming show on
Friday the 13th is about superstitions.
What’s so super about superstitions?
Don’t they cause more trouble than
they’re worth?
Ian Harris: They absolutely do, which is why
they’re rife for making fun of. My comedy over
the last 20-some years has turned into me
talking a lot about superstitions, beliefs and
things like that because we believe as a society
a lot of weird, goofy things and I find them
quite hilarious. So why not talk about it?

Stevie Wonder said, “When you believe in
things that you don’t understand, then
you suffer.” Do you think that is true?
I do, actually. I mean, on some level, it’s
innocent and it’s not a huge deal, but if it gets
in your way of doing things that you want to
do, or if it gets in the way of other people’s
rights. If you’re passing legislation and you’re
stopping other people from doing things
because of your superstitions, you’re suffering
and other people are suffering. I am watching
the political circus that we have going on and
it’s delusional at some point. I don’t think
suffering delusions is ever a good thing.

The Stevie Wonder Truthers say that he
may not be blind. 
Is that really a thing? Are you kidding? 

It’s 100 percent a thing, but it leads me to
the question, how do superstitions relate
to conspiracies?

Ian Harris 
and Ron Swallow

Friday, Dec. 13, 8pm and Saturday, 

Dec. 14, 7pm and 9pm

Aux Dog Theatre Nob Hill

3011 Monte Vista Blvd. NE

Ages 18+, Tickets: $15

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

COURTESY OF THE CORRALES HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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I’ve been asked a few times. People say, “Hey,
you make fun of a lot of stuff,” which I do. I
don’t just make fun of religion, I try to talk
about all beliefs. People say, “You don’t really
make fun of atheism. You make fun of some of
your other beliefs and other people’s beliefs.”
Maybe because I just don’t see anything funny
there. To me there’s got be some sort of fault
in your logic for me to poke the hole in it, to
make it funny. What am I going to do?
Rationality. Huh. That’s weird. 

What are your favorite superstitions?

The more ridiculous ones are always more
interesting to me. I think the feng shui thing
is kind of hilarious. You know, the direction
you point your bed when you sleep is going to
somehow bring you good luck. I always find
weird contradictory positions to be funny. If
you want something to happen, you will it to
you by thinking about it. But when I was a
kid, if you said something like, I had this job
interview and I’m really excited to maybe get
this job. People would always go, “whoa, be
quiet. It might jinx it.” It’s like, which one am
I supposed to believe? If I think about
something that’ll magically come to me, but if
I talk about it, it’ll ruin it. When can I think
and when can I talk about these different
kinds of superstitions cracks me up because
they don’t make any sense. Walking under a
ladder and breaking a mirror? Is there some
sort of cosmic agency that is responsible for
the purveyance of bad luck because it just
seemed like a weird, arbitrary things to dole
out seven years of bad luck for. 

Do you get people coming up to you after

your shows who want to fight? 

Oddly enough, I actually own a MMA [mixed
martial arts] gym in Los Angeles and I train in
MMA. I’ve had people yell at me and shout a
few things out like they’re planning on it, but
no one ever really does. I always secretly
wanted someone to attack me onstage so that
I could choke them out and then have a viral
video. The funny thing is, I’ve said that so
many times to people out loud that if that
were to happen, I feel people would be like, he
faked it. It’s staged. I did have a guy in Oregon
one time, he was very drunk, and he started
calling me all sorts of names. I did a Trump
joke. Oddly, it wasn’t about religion. It was the
politics that got him mad and it wasn’t even
that weird or offensive of a Trump joke. He
got really angry and started calling me all sorts
of names and challenged me. And I said,
you’re more than welcome to come up here
onstage if you want to throw down a little bit.
He threatened me [and called me a] libtard
pussy or something like that. I said, all right,
come on up here and we can see if that’s true
or not. He quickly backed off and walked out
of the room.

How do we get smarter?

That is a good question. I don’t know that we
can get smarter. That’s a genetic thing. But I
think we could get more educated. I think
that comes down to teaching critical thinking
and teaching where we get good evidence
from. The internet is this wealth of

ARTS | INTERVIEW

information. That could be good information
or disinformation and if you don’t really know
how to check sources, and if you don’t really
know what is a good source, and you’re a
person who only reads headlines, you’re going
to get really easily duped. I find nowadays that
people get their information from memes and
headlines. People will say, Oh, I heard that
this thing happened and I’ll go, no, that was a
headline. If you actually read the story, the
opposite is true. [The headline] was just to
grab you to read the thing. People will base
their beliefs on things that they saw on a
meme or facts that aren’t facts or quotes that
aren’t even attributable to the person that
they’re attributing them to. That’s really
dangerous. I think we need to, as a society,
start teaching kids where to look for
information, how to vet what’s true, how to
find the proper sources and who is reliable,
and then how to put those together by
thinking critically. Those are the two biggest
skills that I find missing when I have
discussions with people. Hopefully, comedy
can do a little bit of that. You look at some of
the great comics like George Carlin, Bill Hicks
and Richard Pryor, a lot of what they did was
critical thinking and making really good points
while making you laugh. To me, that’s what
great comedy does. It doesn’t just make you
laugh. It makes you think and creates a
discussion. 

You’ve got three shows here with

Albuquerque native Ron Swallow and

some other comedians. What can people

expect?

Ron is a very nerdy guy as well, so you can
expect a lot of good nerdy comedy. We both
try to keep it smart. We both try to keep it fun
and interesting and original and sometimes
edgy. There’s not going to be a lot of gratuitous
toilet humor. Hopefully you’ll find good,
smart, clever humor that maybe touches on
some fun subjects and maybe touches on some
touchy subjects. We’ve also got another local
guy who has been a friend of mine for a long
time, Maurice Northup, who is opening for us.
And we have a couple of guests, Sarah
Kennedy and Dawn Schary. It’s going to be
really fun.

The first show on Friday is the

superstition show. Then you are doing two

sets back to back on Saturday. Are those

your normal show?

My normal show covers a lot of this kind of
stuff to begin with, but what we’re going to do
is, myself, Ron and Maurice, we’re going to
make sure that the jokes that we do on those
sets are heavily based on superstitions, Friday
the 13th and all those sorts of things. That
whole show is going to be about things we
believe in and superstition. Then Saturday
there will still probably be a big healthy dose
all of that. Friday is going to be our fun show. I
think the Albuquerque skeptics are all coming
out and then we’re going to do a little after
party afterward. All the shows are going to be
really fun and really good, but Friday will be
unique.a



Please Sir, May I Have Some More
(Events)?
Let’s be honest: With every holiday possible
happening in the next three weeks, people are
buckling down to get ready for the big days.
We’re looking really tight on events this week,
and honestly, I wish I had more for you. So let’s
celebrate these three that are pretty awesome
for soldiering forward during the crazy season,
for giving us a reason to leave the house. We all
need a good excuse to stop wrapping presents
and staring at the mounting list of chores and
tasks that need to be done that slowly begins to
encompass our every waking moment as we
hurtle faster and faster towards the end of the
year until we start the cycle all over again. Oh
goodness, that was my seasonal stress talking!
Ignore all that, let’s cheer ourselves up with
some fun events instead!

Cupping Together
Red Rock Roasters (4801 Jefferson St. NE) is
hosting the Single Origin Cupping event on
Saturday, Dec. 14 from 10am until 11:30am. If
you follow the section, you’ll know we here at
Weekly Alibi love coffee, and the careful science
that goes into making it perfect at every sip. This
is where cupping comes in. Cupping is the
industry standard method for evaluating coffee,
and it’s a great way to familiarize yourself with
the similarities and differences between coffee
origins. This is a great way to learn more about
coffee and the industry and is also Red Rock
Roasters’ final event for the year. For the low
cost of $10, you’ll get to attend the cupping class
plus you’ll go home with a 12-ounce bag of
coffee. So, stock up for the winter, get a little
knowledge and help support local roasters. For
more information, call 883-1175.

To Hell With Tradition
Los Poblanos Historic Inn & Organic Farm (4803
Rio Grande Blvd. NW) is hosting Los Poblanos
Dining Series | Traditions Reimagined on
Thursday, Dec. 12 from 6pm to 9pm. Featuring
Executive Chef Jonathan Perno, resident
Sommelier Dylan Storment and the culinary team
of Los Poblanos, the theme of the night will be a
local year in review. Highlighting the best of the
best from all around the state, the dinner will
focus on reimagined takes of holiday favorites.
Look for rustic recipes to be redone in
extraordinary ways, and inventive creativity to
take the driver’s seat. All five courses will be
paired with wine, so have no fear about your
drink needs. Tickets are currently on sale for
$125 and can be found at
lospoblanos.ticketleap.com. For any other
information on the event, call them at 344-9297.

Healthy and Tasty
We don’t ever need healthy desserts, but
wouldn’t it be nice to make one area of your
eating habits not a stressor as we move into the
New Year? Scher Center for Well Being (1602
Fourth Street NW, Santa Fe) is here to help with
their Healthy Holiday Desserts class, happening
on Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 6pm. For $5 a person,
you’ll get to listen to Dr. Itamar, who will be
leading the class through some amazing
delicious, delectable and healthy creations.
There will be samples included, so don’t be afraid
to come a little hungry, to ensure you have
enough room left to try everything, twice if
they’ll let you. Even better, you get to take some
recipes home with you, allowing you to be on the
ball with your dessert game at your next
gathering. To learn more, call 989-9373. This
event is listed as “space limited,” so lock your
spot in as quick as you can. a
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Journey To Jerusalem
Taste of the Holy Land offers Rio Rancho something new

BY DAN PENNINGTON

T
here’s a well-known story of a couple who
(allegedly) were traveling while the wife
was pregnant. They rather famously gave

birth in a manger after this long journey, and
their child went on to do great things. I won’t
go and name any names, I’m not the kind of
person to name drop the famous, but the story
of their journey reminded me of some things.
Namely, the trip they made was to Bethlehem,
only a couple hours walking distance south of
Jerusalem. During the month of December, it’s
a story we hear over and over again, about this
trip they took and the importance of it, even
though Saturnalia did come first. This is all a
roundabout way of saying I have never made
an important trip in my life, unless you count
the one I took to visit family in Italy when I
was young and unappreciative of how cool
Italy was. But then, I saw in the sea of
Applebee’s and Chili’s that make up Rio
Rancho, a star. Something shining brightly
and uniquely on that side of town, a local
eatery deserving of attention, a little place
called Jerusalem-Taste of the Holy Land. 

Like all meaningful journeys, it starts with a
need. My need was to find something new,
something exciting. So, the day before
Thanksgiving, I made it a goal to go eat there
before the holiday, as a way to prep for the
feast the following day. But, as many of you
also experienced, something strange happened
that day. We had an insane November
snowstorm. It started out minor enough, and I
assumed the talk of how big it was going to be
was being blown out of proportion, so I took
the risk and made the drive to Rio Rancho at
the start of the storm that night. Nothing was
sticking, I was going to be fine, I assured
myself. That said, it was definitely a drive, as I
live in the southern half of Albuquerque.
Upon my arrival at the Taste of the Holy
Land, I noticed things had gotten a little
snowier than before, an omen of things to
come. 

Let’s talk food, atmosphere and all that jazz.
Jerusalem-Taste of the Holy Land has a nice
vibe to it overall. It’s not too busy in the decor
department, giving a bit of flair, color and
energy to the room, making sure you get a
sense of where you are without leaving you
overwhelmed by decorations. The menu is
pretty sizable, with sandwiches, soups and
salads, seafood, kebabs and shawarmas, some
specialties, vegetarian options and of course
the desserts. Even more impressive, they found
some local twists on cultural dishes, like their
Santa Fe Chicken Shawarma ($9.99) which
was a marinated Southwestern style chicken
breast that came with a chili sauce. I had to
get the Shawarma Combo ($13.99) that came
with beef, chicken and lamb shawarma, served

on rice with hummus on the side, fresh baked
pita bread and a choice of soup or salad, of
which I went with the Freekeh Soup, a
chicken-based soup. 

The shawarma was fantastic with really
good seasoning that allowed the meat to stand
out on the merit of its own natural flavors,
adding enhanced notes to the dish. The rice
wasn’t overcooked or soggy, helping to give
texture and fullness to the bites I was enjoying.
The freekeh soup was a first for me, and I
found it to my liking. It wasn’t too heavy or
too light, and the cracked wheat was fantastic,
adding a new level of deliciousness to every
bite of chicken breast and broth. Cleaning the
plate was made easy with the pita, which was
warm, a little chewy and left me a little
heartbroken when it was gone. 

For dessert, I went with the Kanafeh
($3.99). Another dish I’ve never tried before, I
took a risk and it paid off. A combination of
sweet dough and cheese, with a stringy topping
that made the dish interesting to bite into,

WEEKLY SPECIALS
BY DAN PENNINGTON

there were nutty notes and flavors that paired
with the sweetness that made this one of the
most unique desserts I’ve ever tried. It was
warm, gooey, crunchy and chewy, with all
those pieces adding up to something I’ve never
quite seen done before, in the best way. 

With the meal finished, dinner paid for and
my business card left to contact for questions, I
headed back out to make the long journey
back home, my trip to this holy land finished.
That’s when I looked out the window for the
first time since I had sat down. The snow was
officially coming down, sticking and refusing
to slow down anytime soon. I had friends in
Rio Rancho that I could call and stay with, but
I had dogs at home who desperately needed to
roll in the snow and destroy the cleanliness of
my floors, so I chose to make the trip back.
Avoiding freeways, my GPS figured the drive
would take 45 minutes. Going 10 miles under
the speed limit, since the road was slick and
visibility was about 10 feet in any direction, it
would take 50 to 55 minutes. So I began my
trip.

The time in the quiet of the snowfall and
foggy clouded surroundings of my return
journey gave me space to reflect. We all make
journeys of our own, small and large. Life in
itself in a singular journey, from birth to death.
Some journeys are tough, others are easy, and
we tend to take the easy journeys while
avoiding the ones that cause us issue. Yes, for
many of us Burqueños, Rio Rancho isn’t the
easiest drive, but with food like Jerusalem-
Taste of the Holy Land, maybe it’s the only
logical journey to make.  a

Jerusalem-Taste of the
Holy Land

1690 Rio Rancho Blvd. SE Ste. B
(505) 896-1964

Hours: Mon-Sat: 10am-9pm

Sun: 11am-7pm
Vibe: Middle Eastern eatery focused on

great food
Alibi Recommends: Kanafeh, Santa Fe
Chicken Shawarma, Shawarma Combo

A veritable bounty of food ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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A Dog’s Dinner
Learn the secrets to making your own dog food

BY DAN PENNINGTON

I
am in love with my dogs. Mako and Mouse,
both piles of fur full of love, are one of the
consistent joys I’ve got in my life. Mako, a

50-pound Chow/German Shepherd/Golden
Retriever mix, is a calm and relaxed dog coming
up on 6 years of age, who eats modestly and
reasonably. Mouse, on the other hand, is a
Caucasian Ovcharka, just shy of 2 years old,
currently sitting at 140 pounds and still
growing. Packed to the brim with that big
puppy energy, he’s almost entirely skin and
bones, not an ounce of fat to be found, from the
running and playing he does, and is eating over
10 cups of food a day. An old tweet from
comedy genius @dril on Twitter read: “Food
$200, Data $150, Rent $800, Candles $3,600,
Utility $150. someone who is good at the
economy please help me budget this. my family
is dying’’ seems to fit my situation. Needless to
say, my dog food bill is candles in this scenario,
and I need a better solution. I assume when the
food runs out, the couches are next, then the
walls and, inevitably, me. 

Thankfully, that’s where Marty’s Meals’
freshly-made Organic Dog & Cat Food (506
West Cordova Rd., Santa Fe) comes to the
rescue. On Saturday, Dec. 14, they’ll be holding
a class called Become a Personal Chef to your
Pup! Finally, a solution to Mouse’s ironic
appetite. Dr. Kim Freeman and Sandy Bosben
will be teaching the class, offering the chance
for you to learn how to create not only a tasty
meal for your dog, but one that is nutritionally
balanced. Taking place from 11am to 1pm,
you’ll be in a classroom/kitchen full of other dog
lovers, learning how to give your fur-baby the
high-end meals of their dreams. 

Now, this isn’t just a sit back and watch kind
of class. This is one that requires your
involvement from start to finish. Anyone can
pop YouTube open and check a video on how
to cook meals for your dog, but it’s a whole
other animal (some pun intended) to actually
do it. Thankfully, you’ll be walked through the

steps of creation, hand held in a judgment-free
zone, finally able to learn and not fear you’re
making something horrible by accident. The
class itself will provide all the ingredients you
need, so please, leave your fresh meat at home.
You’ll be able to choose from organic chicken,
local grass-fed beef or pasture-raised rabbit and a
variety of organic veggies, organic grains and
supplements. They’ll also have raw or gently
cooked options, for those of you that are
concerned about such things.

So, let’s get down to the nitty gritty. Besides
knowledge of being a personal chef to your dog
and a pleasant day trip up to Santa Fe that will
inevitably have some drinking involved, what
else do you get from the class? You’ll be the
owner of roughly 10 pounds of dog food, ready
for your pet to dig into and enjoy. All it will
cost you is $80 to $90, depending on the
protein you choose to incorporate into the meal
you’re creating. But be warned, this is by RSVP
only, so you’ll need to call (505) 467-8162 to
secure your spot in the class. Don’t be the
person that tells your dog you’re going out to do
something special for them, and then end up
coming home empty handed. That will break
their little hearts, and no one wants that. 

The final question you might have is, “will
it be worth it?” Well, judging by Marty’s Meals’
nearly 7 years of operation in Santa Fe and
Boulder, you know they’re doing something
right. Finding the sweet balance of high-
quality food and the affordability to feed it to
your pet is a difficult thing to do (I know all
too well) and maintaining that trust between
them and the consumer is no small task,
especially for this long. It is safe to assume
they’ve got the trick down just right to make
sure this is worth your time and energy, and
that your pet is going to absolutely love it.
When it comes to our pets, many of us feel
that there is no option “too good” for them,
and spoiling them is our Number One priority.
This is a great way to learn more for yourself,
while giving your dog not just variety, but
better eating options, in their normal diet. If
you ask me, that’s a win-win situation.  a

The hungriest boy in question, waiting for his next small feast as a snack. DAN PENNINGTON
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Creating our future for the cannabis and hemp industry.
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Hangovers and
Hideaways

BY DAN PENNINGTON

I
t’s the holidays, and with it comes every

excuse you’ve never needed to overdrink

and enjoy yourself. Whether the excuse is

to celebrate or to numb the pain of dealing

with unbearable family members, only the

most eagle-eyed and uptight will comment on

your excess imbibing. For this Chowtown,

we’re giving you a mix of hideaways to go

secret away and drink, as well as some places

to cure the hangovers you’ll inevitably gain

when you use the first half of these entries.

Cut this out, stick it on your fridge and be

prepared.  a

DOWNTOWN

JAVA JOE’S

906 Park Ave SW, 765-1514 • $
[Coffee/Tea/Espresso, American, Bakery/Sweets]

Java Joe’s boasts a cool ’60s Haight-Ashbury feel but

isn’t jam-packed with hippies or anything. It attracts a

diverse crowd of cyclists, artists, musicians, hipsters and

even grown-ups simply searching for a good cup of joe

(albeit one made with house-roasted beans). From

freshly baked scones and waffles to sandwiches and

salads, the menu is simple and satisfying. Warning: Joe’s

breakfast burritos may cause you to audibly sigh but the

regulars here will totally get it. 

FAIRGROUNDS

CESAR’S MEXICAN & GREEK

5300 Lomas Blvd NE, 256-8017
[Greek/Mediterranean, Mexican] While the food is

hit or miss here, you can always count on some space

for quiet contemplation whether you’re inside or at the

drive-thru at 3pm or 3am. The Mexican food is slightly

more consistent but the gyros plate is always good.

NOB HILL

GECKO’S BAR & TAPAS

3500 Central Ave SE, 262-1848 • $
[Bar and Grill/Pub, American, Fusion] Gecko’s killer

patio sits on a Nob Hill corner that’s simply perfect for

people-watching. Set directly between La Montañita Co-

op and Scalo, you’re sure to bump into folks you know

as you sip a cocktail and enjoy tidbits from the

affordably priced tapas menu. On Mondays, the wings

are 50 cents each, and on Wednesdays after 6pm, you

can get a cheeseburger for $5.50. Watch some sports,

eat a burger and enjoy a seasonal ale.

HOPS BREWERY

3507 Central Ave NE, 369-1378 • $$
[Brewery, American, Bar and Grill/Pub] Head to Nob

Hill for one of Head Brewer Ken Wimmer’s tasty brews

such as the Tipsy Cow, Dad Joke or An Irish Tan. This joint

has 40 local taps and savory pub grub like the Brew Dog

with sauerkraut and a Pub-B-Q quesadilla with smoked

brisket and melted cheddar jack. 

THE SHOP 

2933 Monte Vista Blvd NE, 433-2795 • $$
[American, New Mexican, Mexican] It’s in a location

that has seen quite a few restaurants come and go over

the years, but The Shop is making a real go of it. With an

emphasis on high quality, locally sourced foods, the

menu here covers breakfast (try the pancakes and the

chilaquiles) and lunch (we suggest a cubano or chicken

and waffles) with equal finesse and attention to detail.

SOUTH VALLEY

EL MODELO MEXICAN FOODS

1715 Second Street SW, 242-1843 • $
[Mexican, New Mexican] Good luck finding this place

for the first time. El Modelo is tucked away on an

industrial stretch of Second Street that seems an

unlikely location for such a well-patronized joint. Not a

sit-down restaurant, this is a production facility that does

a brisk take-out business. The patio tables in the grass

bordering the parking lot don’t offer a good view, but

most folks don’t seem to want to wait any longer than

they have to before tearing into their lunches. We suggest

you swing by, pick up a six pack of El Modelo beer and

take your El Modelo tamales back to the casa for a

lunch that’s muy sabroso. 

SOUTHEAST

CERVANTES RESTAURANT &

LOUNGE

5801 Gibson Blvd SE, 262-2253 • $$
[New Mexican] Ah, the bar at Cervantes. It represents

Albuquerque as we like to think of it: unbound by trends,

not particularly fashionable, sometimes sketchy but

mostly just full of good people. Go when it’s so hot you

can’t bear one more minute in the sun. Drink enough

Margaritas to take the pain away. Then order up some of

Cervantes’ home-cooked New Mexican food and eat until

you’re stuffed. Be sure to sit in the bar section and take

advantage of their jukebox to absorb the full mood and

energy of this Albuquerque gem.

UNIVERSITY

CARRARO’S PIZZA & JOE’S PLACE

108 Vassar Dr SE, 268-2300 • $
[Pizza, Italian, Bar and Grill/Pub] In the front, it’s a

standard restaurant laid out with a small bar and big

window facing the street. Travel a short way through a

blacklit hall and enter the kind of divey neighborhood

hangout this city needs more of, complete with TVs, a

jukebox, a ping-pong table, air hockey and arcade

games. Though the entire menu is available no matter

where you choose to spend your time, you can’t go wrong

with the twisty-crust pizza. 

FRONTIER RESTAURANT

2400 Central Ave SE, 266-0550 • $
[New Mexican, American, Diner] Frontier is an

Albuquerque staple that most folks can agree on.

Breakfast burritos, sweet rolls, huevos rancheros, green

chile stew, shakes, fresh-squeezed orange juice—it’s all

great. The ambience is strictly cafeteria plus plenty of

interesting characters to talk to after a late-night study

session. 
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THURSDAY DEC 12

HAPPY ENOUGH

Waitress is the Broadway musical version of an indelibly deep dish,
darkly delightful American tale originally told by Adrienne Shelly, an
American actor, director and screenwriter. Shelly died almost 15
years ago and this project is clearly one of her brigh  test legacies.
The music for this version of the narrative was written by Grammy
Award nominee Sara Bareilles, an accomplished singer-songwriter
in her own right. Experience this memorable story of life and love in
small town America when the touring show hits Popejoy Hall on the
UNM campus as part of the esteemed venue’s Popejoy Presents
series, beginning on Thursday, Dec.  12 and Friday, Dec. 13 at
7:30pm and continues over the weekend with performances on
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 2pm and 8pm as well as on Sunday, Dec. 15
at 1pm and 6:30pm. Tickets for this sweetly sung story range in
price from $48 to $93 and it’s probably not something you want to
take children to, not because of the subject matter, but because we
couldn’t sit through the Music Man until we were 17 years old.
POPEJOY HALL 203 CORNELL DR NE, 7:30PM alibi.com/v/6wya. (August March) a

WEARING ONLY FLOWERS

After more than 30 years of touring and with
an almost cultlike following of mountain-sprung
funk fairies gamboling along with them, Big
Head Todd and the Monsters are a jam band,
which is a very American thing. Their music—
distilled by determination, a deep groove and
driving around the mountain West and Left
Coast in a van called “the Colonel”—is pretty,
pretty good. They can still belt out tuneage like
“Resignation Superman” and cover classics
like Howlin’ Wolf’s “Smokestack Lightning” with
authenticity and rolling thunder (no, not the
band, you silly Deadhead!). Anyway, they stop
in Burque on their annual winter tour and play
at Route 66 Casino Hotel’s Legends Theater
on Saturday, Dec. 14 at 8pm. Tickets for this
all-ages space jam range in price from $28 to
$59, so check it out; your seasonal cold will
never feel the same. LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66
CASINO 14500 CENTRAL AVE SW, 8PM alibi.com/v/6ykc.

(August March) a

SERIOUS FUN

Playtime is over. It’s time to get
serious about toys at Exhibit/208.
Starting this Friday, Dec. 13, and
running through Jan. 4, see your
childhood playthings in a new light
at Toy Show, a group exhibition
celebrating the influence and
inspiration that toys have on art.
Bring the whole family to this all-
ages experience to show them that
toys aren’t just for play. (Okay. They’re
mostly just for play, but they can be
art, too!) Get a head start on the
fun by attending the opening
reception on Friday from 5 to 8pm.
Admission is free. EXHIBIT/208 208

BROADWAY BLVD SE, 5 TO 8PM

alibi.com/v/6ymc. (Joshua Lee) a

LUKE, I AM YOUR SON

We might get in trouble for saying so, but the Miami
bass subgenre of hip-hop has some of the hottest
dang beats out there. We’ll never forget the time
Daily Lobo staffer Juliette Torrez played “Me So
Horny” in the college newsroom back in 1989. You
just can’t unhear stuff like that. Flash forward 30
years and other bassy bands from deep in the
panhandle are still rocking it. Check out a saucy
second generation of that Southern flavor on
Friday, Dec. 13 at 8pm when Hush Ultra NightLife
hosts a ’90s Grand Opening Party featuring the
somewhat still notorious 69 Boyz. That’s right, you
OG cabrones, the folks responsible for the 1994
platinum single “Tootsie Roll” are in town and
getting down. Join them at this 21-plus show for
only a nominal fee. Telephone or text 269-3301 for
more details. HUSH ULTRA NIGHTLIFE 409 FOURTH STREET

NW, 8PM alibi.com/v/6yjp. (August March) a

JESUS WHO?

Kwanzaa is a week-long holiday celebrating
African culture, heritage and unity in the US
and other nations of the African dispora. Started
in 1966 and meaning “first fruits” in Swahili, it
recognizes seven Kwanzaa principles of Nguzo
Saba: unity, self-determination, collective work
and responsibility, cooperative economics,
purpose, creativity and faith. The New Mexico
Humanities Council celebrates these seven
principles at their Kwanzaa Workshop: Make &
Take Kinara (Candelabra), on Saturday, Dec.
14 from noon to 2pm at the Council’s office.
This free, all-ages event not only teaches how
to make a kinara candelabra, but also explores
celebration and observation of the holiday. This
workshop is a good way to expand your (event)
horizons and learn more about the world we live
in, so get tickets by visiting eventbrite.com NEW

MEXICO HUMANITIES COUNCIL 4115 SILVER AVE SE, NOON

TO 2PM alibi.com/v/6z97. (Dan Rayne Pennington) a

GOLD,
FRANKINCENSE AND

MYRRH

The Christmas story of the three Magi
from the East is told through dance as
the National Institute of Flamenco brings
together a multigenerational cast of over
one hundred from Yjastros, the Conservatory
of Flamenco Arts and Tierra Adentro for
their presentation of La Estrella: A
Flamenco Journey of the Kings’ Quest. A
run of four performances begins Friday,
Dec. 13 at 7pm at Rodey Theater on
UNM Main Campus. Tickets range from
$17 to $30. For more information and
tickets to this all-ages performance, see
nifnm.org. RODEY THEATRE 203 CORNELL DR NE,

7 TO 9PM alibi.com/v/6z18. (Clarke Condé) a

FRIDAY DEC 13

SATURDAY DEC 14

IMAGE COURTESY OF BROADWAY WORLD IMAGE BY KENDALL TOLBERT

IMAGE BY PAT BERRETT

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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THURSDAY DEC 12
NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND

SCIENCE Revealing Untold Stories of Chaco Canyon:
Archaeocosmology by Anna Sofaer. The rediscoverer of
the “Sun Dagger” and head of the Solstice Project, with
her colleagues Robert Weiner and Richard Friedman,
share findings on Chaco culture as well as solar and

lunar astronomy. 1801 Mountain Rd NW. $5-$8.
6:30-8pm. 13+. 841-2840. alibi.com/v/6ytx.

COMMUNITY

THURSDAY DEC 12
EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL Young Professionals of Albuquerque:

Enchanted Winter Holiday Party. Enjoy a cash bar and hors d’oeu-

vres while wearing holiday attire or ugly sweater and network and

make new friends. RSVP requested. 1000 Woodward Pl NE.

$5-$15. 6-9pm. ALL-AGES! (806) 747-1285. alibi.com/v/6yv9.

KIDS
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY STEM Labs: Sail Cars. Create

magnetic slime in the name of science, tech out over robots with

cubelets, engineer towers to withstand earthquakes, math it up

with straw rockets and more. 8081 Central Ave NW. 4:30-5:30pm.

768-4320. alibi.com/v/6xgm.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Embodied Magic: An Inclusive

Movement Laboratory. Through guided improv, learn to respond

to movement prompts that invite time with space in our bodies

and create dynamic and embodied topographies. All identities,

abilities and movement experience welcome. 3215 Central Ave

NE. $5-$15. 5:30-6:45pm. 13+. 366-4982. alibi.com/v/6ux3.

FRIDAY DEC 13
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Nightmare Before Gothmas. If you

prefer surrounding yourself with Christmas decorations as dark

as your soul, enjoy a morbidly good time and make spooky deco-

rations and crafts just in time for the holidays. 8081 Central Ave

NW. 4:30-5:30pm. ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/6xgo.

KIDS
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Roust the House Teen

Performance Night. Featuring local teen bands and soloists, from

punk rock to classical piano, to singer-songwriters, hip-ho 210

Yale Blvd SE. 7:30-9:30pm. 268-0044. alibi.com/v/6yjj.

LEARN
NORTH DOMINGO BACA MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER A Life

Worth Living Workshop. A two-day workshop that focuses on

personal growth, professional growth, confidence to fearless and

live more. 7521 Carmel Ave NE. $50-$140. 10am-2pm. 18+.

(903) 219-0842. alibi.com/v/6sf2.

SELF SERVE How to Write an Effective Dating Profile. Learn what

info to add to a dating profile with Matie as they help craft a

profile that highlights your authentic self and gets attention from

the right people. 112 Morningside Dr NE. $10. 7:30-8:30pm.

21+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/6xvy.

SATURDAY DEC 14
HUMBLE COFFEE Humble Get Down: A Local Vendor Pop-Up.

More than 10 local vendors and artists sell their wares every

second Saturday. 505 Central Ave NW Ste C. Free. 10am-1pm.

ALL-AGES! 609-7099. alibi.com/v/6l3n.

SELF SERVE Game Day and DIY Craft Fair. Meet fellow geeks,

browse a craft fair of nerdy DIY goods, drink coffee, munch on

snacks and play games. This event is inclusive. 112 Morningside

Dr NE. $0-$5. 11am-4pm. 18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/6xvz.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Trail Watch

Volunteer Training. Lend your talents in any number of ways from

special events, education, interpretation, gardening, publicity,

trail maintenance and more. Registration recommended. 6500

Coors Blvd NW. 9am-12:30pm. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/6yrq.

!EXPLORA! Hour of Code™ Event. This fun intro to computer

science is designed to demystify code and teach learn the basics,

1701 Mountain Rd NW. $0-$10. 1-2pm. ALL-AGES! 224-8300.

alibi.com/v/6yr3.

HIGHLAND SENIOR CENTER Composting in Tumbler Bins. A class

presented by Bernalillo County Extension Master Composters.

131 Monroe Street NE. 10:30am-noon. ALL-AGES!

alibi.com/v/6xun.

JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Get Crafty with Book Page Trees.

Use old paperback books to make lovely holiday trees as decor

or gifts. Registration required. All materials are supplied. For ages

12 and up. 3407 Juan Tabo Blvd NE. 2-3:30pm. 291-6260.

alibi.com/v/6xgy.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Making Change: A History

Lover’s Guide to Albuquerque. Roger Zimmerman signs and sells

his new book, which focuses on places that historical events

have transpired. 423 Central Ave NE. 10:30am-noon. ALL-AGES!

848-1376. alibi.com/v/6xhx.

PETS
BOOFY’S BEST FOR PETS Happy Tails Tarot. Keren Ami Levin

of Happy Tails Tarot reads cards and/or numbers for insight into

what lies ahead.  Readings available separately or together for

$7-$35 with 50 percent of proceeds benefitting animal rescue.

8201 Golf Course Rd NW. $7-$35. 1-4pm. ALL-AGES! 890-0757.

alibi.com/v/6z58.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALAMOSA COMMUNITY CENTER Be Covered NM Health and

Enrollment Fair. Navigate the health insurance process, identify

subsidy eligibility options and make informed health care deci-

sions. 6900 Gonzales Rd SW. 10am-2pm. ALL-AGES! 850-9010.

alibi.com/v/6yld.

DENTAL CARE ON SAN ANTONIO Free Dentistry Day. First come,

first serve. All patients receive a cleaning, extraction or filling.

5700 San Antonio Dr NE. 8am-1pm. ALL-AGES! 288-9096.

alibi.com/v/6yht.

SUNDAY DEC 15
MANZANO DEL SOL Death Cafe. Engage in a conversation to

increase awareness of death to make the most of our finite lives.

Drink tea or coffee, eat cake or cookies and discuss mortality

issues. 5201 Roma Ave. NE. 3-5pm. 18+. 265-7215.

alibi.com/v/6ymk.

KIDS
CABELA’S Santa’s Wonderland. Families enjoy an enchanting

Christmas village, 4x6 studio-quality photos with Santa and

holiday activities including fun crafts and games. 5151 Lang Ave

NE. 9am-9pm. ALL-AGES! 336-2700. alibi.com/v/6waf.

SPORTS
RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Gridiron Gameday. Watch teams

battle it out with games on every T.V. Show up in football swag

and get $1 off pints and discounts from the kitchen. 1001

Candelaria Rd NE. 11am-10pm. 21+. 633-6675.

alibi.com/v/6y8c.

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER Yoga with a View.

A guided yoga class in a unique setting overlooking 18 acres of

agricultural fields. All abilities and levels welcome. 6500 Coors

Blvd NW. $5-$15. 9am. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/6yrs.

MONDAY DEC 16
50/50 COFFEE HOUSE Nerd Night. Nerd out with D&D, Magic

the Gathering, Monopoly, Scrabble and more. Bring your own

game or use one from the shop. 2122 Central Ave SE. 4-8pm.

ALL-AGES! 639-4334. alibi.com/v/6ss0.

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Game On Rummy Night.

Learn about the diverse settlers and their contributions to local

history. 206 Broadway SE. 6-9pm. 21+. 639-5831.

alibi.com/v/6tw2.

KIDS
CABELA’S Santa’s Wonderland. 5151 Lang Ave NE. 9am-9pm.

ALL-AGES! See 12/15 listing.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
NEW HEART Project Heart Start CPR Class. Learn four lifesaving

skills including hands-only CPR, use of an AED, recognizing the

signs of a heart attack and what immediate action to take as

well as how to save a choking victim. 601 Lomas Blvd NE. 2-3pm.

13+. 318-0404. alibi.com/v/6yhi.

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Yoga with Yoga Zo. Get a fresh
start to the week with an all-levels class. 1912 Second Street
NW. $10. 6:30pm. ALL-AGES! 900-3909. alibi.com/v/6ceo.

TUESDAY DEC 17
KIDS
CABELA’S Santa’s Wonderland. 5151 Lang Ave NE. 9am-9pm.
ALL-AGES! See 12/15 listing.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION Impact and Coffee.
Nonprofit leaders, volunteers, funders and people finding their
place in the community have a cup of coffee, hear about new
social profit ventures and innovation in a six-minute presentation
format. 624 Tijeras Ave NW. 9-10am. alibi.com/v/6yfs.

RUDOLFO ANAYA LIBRARY Discover the BioPark. Visit the
discovery station booth and meet and interact with animal
ambassadors that may include a parrot, tarantula, snake or
salamander. 7704 Second Street NW. 3:30-5pm. ALL-AGES!
897-8823. alibi.com/v/6xhc.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
ALLEY KATS TAP COMPANY Rise of the Goddess Burlesque

Class. Learn the art of tease from leading members of the local
burlesque scene. Topics change weekly and are for both new
and experienced performers of all backgrounds. Pre-registration
recommended. 222 Truman St NE. $10. 7:30pm-7:30am. 18+.
alibi.com/v/6z57.

LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER Newcomer Swing and Latin

Classes. Explore a different set of dances in each class.
Understand the similarities and differences between each dance
to learn multiple dances at the same time, in a fun method.
5506 Coal SE. $5-$10. 6:30-8pm. 15+. 948-1579.
alibi.com/v/68cv.

WEDNESDAY DEC 18
LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY Follow Us to Harbin.
Howard and Marsha Seltzer guide a journey to the place where
they create a snow and ice festival in honor of Chinese New
Year. 908 Eastridge Dr NE. 6-7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 291-6295.
alibi.com/v/6xh4.

KIDS
CABELA’S Santa’s Wonderland. 5151 Lang Ave NE. 9am-9pm.
ALL-AGES! See 12/15 listing.

CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Stuffed Animal Storytime and

Sleepover. Bring a stuffed animal companion for pajama party
storytime and leave them overnight for a sleepover. Return the
following day to collect them and see pictures showing all the
fun things they did. For ages 2 to 8. 8081 Central Ave NW.
6:30-7:30pm. 768-4320. alibi.com/v/6xgp.

JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Winter Crafts for Kids. Make
snowflakes, a holiday ornament or gift or even something for
yourself. All materials are supplied. Registration required. For
ages 6 and up. 3407 Juan Tabo Blvd NE. 3:30-4:30pm.
291-6260. alibi.com/v/6xgz.

NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE

Inspired By Nature: Natural Holiday Fun for Families. Paint a
gourd harvested from the Sandia Mountain Natural History
Center for the holidays. Also enjoy story time and hot chocolate
and cookies for everyone. Pre-registration required. 1801
Mountain Rd NW. $8. 6-9pm. ALL-AGES! 841-2840.
alibi.com/v/6y1n.

LEARN
SELF SERVE Erotic Blueprints Playshop. This workshop offers
body-based answers to apply to creative and more satisfying
sex, creating mind-melting kink play, navigating dating, emotional
problem-solving and more. 112 Morningside Dr NE. $25. 7-9pm.
18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/6xwc.

SPORTS
RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Wednesday Night Wrestle

Wars. Watch NXT and AEW Dynamite side by side with all the
suplex mayhem and super kick parties a brain can handle. 1001
Candelaria Rd NE. 6-8pm. 21+. 633-6675. alibi.com/v/6ycm.

WELLNESS/FITNESS
LLOYD SHAW DANCE CENTER Newcomer and Intermediate

Argentine Tango. Learn the basics and fundamentals of this
amazing dance and delve further into the techniques and secrets
that make this style unforgettable. 5506 Coal SE. $10-$17.
7:30-9pm. 15+. 948-1579. alibi.com/v/69hg.

NEW HEART Project Heart Start CPR Class. 601 Lomas Blvd
NE. 8:30-9:30am. 13+. See 12/16 listing.

SATURDAY DEC 14
RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY SantaCon

Albuquerque. Dress as Santa or at least in red, with
unusual interpretations of Santa-ness appreciated

along with Christmas trees, elves, reindeer themes and
other creative gear. 1912 Second Street NW. 7-11pm.

ALL-AGES! 900-3909. alibi.com/v/6xvc.

SUNDAY DEC 15
REMEDY DAY SPA Creating Total Health and Unlimited
Abundance. In this workshop Brian Matzke teaches the

basic principles of self hypnosis and uncovering
limiting beliefs that affect your health and wealth. 113

Vassar Dr SE. $99. 3-6pm. 265-9219.
alibi.com/v/6xd1.

CALENDARS
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THURSDAY DEC 12
SONG & DANCE
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Bobby Shew Sextet. The
renowned trumpeter along with Alex Murzyn, Chris Buckholz,
Jim Ahrend, Micky Patten and Cal Haines perfom music Shew
recorded with his L.A. sextet. 210 Yale Blvd SE. 7:30-9:30pm.
268-0044. alibi.com/v/6yj8.

SOUTHWEST UNIVERSITY OF VISUAL ARTS Figure Drawing.
Sharpen figurative skills working from a live model in a relaxing
and supportive environment. All skill levels and media welcome
(no photography). 5000 Marble Ave. NE. 7-9pm. 18+.
254-7575. alibi.com/v/6jry.

USTUDIOS The Colt Balok Show. Participate in a live taping of
the talk show as member of the audience. 912 Third Street
NW. 11am. 15+. alibi.com/v/6ytu.

FRIDAY DEC 13
WORDS
B. RUPPE DRUGS Grand Damn Slam: City Championship. An
evening of lyrical livewires and performance as twelve poets
compete in a three-round championship poetry bout to deter-
mine who represents the city on the national stage in 2020.
807 Fourth Street SW. $10. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES! 985-9708.
alibi.com/v/6wkd.

STAGE
ADOBE THEATER An Adobe Christmas Carol. In this poignant
adaptation of Dickens’ classic tale, a group of homeless people,
looking around in hopes of finding food and warmth on
Christmas Eve, come across a copy of A Christmas Carol. 9813
Fourth Street NW. 7:30pm. 898-9222. alibi.com/v/6z1k.

ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Miracle on 34th Street. Kris
Kringle, an old man in a retirement home, gets a job working
as Santa for Macy’s. Kris unleashes waves of good will with
customers and the commercial world of New York City. 224 San
Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 242-4750.
alibi.com/v/6waw.

MOTHER ROAD THEATRE COMPANY All is Calm. Experience
Dec. 24, 1914, during WWI, when allied forces and German
solidiers called a truce, as they shouted “Merry Christmas!”
across lines in their native languages and sang carols together.
6320 Domingo Rd NE. $18-$24. 7:30-8:30pm. ALL-AGES!
243-0596. alibi.com/v/6y8u.

VORTEX THEATRE Almost, Maine. On a deeply cold and magical
midwinter night, the citizens of Almost—not organized enough
for a town, too populated for a wilderness—experience the life-
altering power of the human heart. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $24.
7:30-9pm. 13+. 463-0440. alibi.com/v/6tby.

SONG & DANCE
HIGHLAND HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
Albuquerque Philharmonic Orchestra Musical Frontiers Evening
Concert. Director Byron Herrington conducts the orchestra
in John Williams’ rousing Cowboys Overture, Debussy’s dreamlike
Nocturnes and Dvorak’s cheerful Symphony in G Major, Opus
88. 4700 Coal Ave SE. 7:30-9pm. ALL-AGES! 433-7445.
alibi.com/v/6yhn.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Winter Dance Concert. This
concert highlights the work of dancers young and young-at-
heart within the varied education programs. 4121 Cutler Ave
NE. $6-$10. 7pm. ALL-AGES! 224-9808. alibi.com/v/6y21.

RODEY THEATRE, Popejoy Hall La Estrella: A Flamenco Story
of the Kings’ Quest. This production features weaves flamenco
dance and music, villancicos, Spanish regional dances, Escuela
Bolera, African dance and Las Posadas into an unforgettable
holiday story. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $20-$30. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!
242-7600. alibi.com/v/6z18.

SATURDAY DEC 14
MANUEL LUJAN BUILDING @ EXPO NM Winter Holiday Bazaar.
Enjoy entertainment, drawings for prizes, a silent auction, food,
drinks, unique crafts, Scottish scarves and jewelry, wool items,
specialty crafts by local artisits and more. 300 San Pedro Dr
NE. $0-$5. 10am-5pm. ALL-AGES! (575) 749-1275.
alibi.com/v/6xtu.

PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY Holiday Art Market Days. Support local
artists and their causes by purchasing Native American art and
jewelry, glass arts, sewn and woven crafts, visual art pieces
and many other items. 526 Washington St. 11am-5pm.
ALL-AGES! (512) 573-5279. alibi.com/v/6xs8.

TORTUGA GALLERY Bonnie’s Birthday Bash. Enjoy live music
by Bonnie and the Boomerangs, dance, listen, and view art.
901 Edith Blvd SE. $10. 7-10pm. ALL-AGES! 306-6940.
alibi.com/v/6z5h.

CALENDARS
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THURSDAY DEC 12
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Live Score:

Christmas Evil. The Gral Brothers perform a live score
of the cult classic film Christmas Evil with vending

from Spectral Youth. 1800 Fourth Street NW.
8-10pm. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/6yik.

ART
CASA PEREA ART SPACE, Corrales Feria Ar tesanal:
Contemporary and Traditional Hispanic Market. Find fine arts
and crafts handmade by juried artisans with refreshments and
entertainment as well as a silent auction benefitting West Mesa
High School Title 1 Homeless Project. 4829 Corrales Rd.
10am-5pm. ALL-AGES! 503-7636. alibi.com/v/6z5g.

OT CIRCUS GALLERY The Lines of Time: Works by Twila Miles.
A solo exhibit with a performance by A Cluster of Funks and
light refreshments served. 709 Central Ave NW. 5-9pm.
ALL-AGES! 415-4643. alibi.com/v/6ypt.

STAGE
ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Miracle on 34th Street. 224
San Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See
12/13 listing.

MOTHER ROAD THEATRE COMPANY All is Calm. 6320 Domingo
Rd NE. $18-$24. 7:30-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/13 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE Almost, Maine. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $24.
7:30-9pm. 13+. See 12/13 listing.

SATURDAY DEC 14
OUTPOST PERFORMANCE SPACE Women of the
World Poetry Slam Championship. Ten of the best
female performance poets in ABQ compete for the

title of “Best Woman Slammer.” The winner of the slam
represents The Duke City at the international Women

of the World Poetry Slam. 210 Yale Blvd SE. $10-$15.
7:30pm. ALL-AGES! 268-0044. alibi.com/v/6xdg.

CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN Handel’s Children’s Messiah
Presented by Polyphony: Voices of NM. The fourth annual concert
features a 45-minute revised version of the classic oratorio
along with carols of the season. 318 Silver Ave SW.
10:30-11:30am. ALL-AGES! 821-1956. alibi.com/v/6wb2.

CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Albuquerque Civic
Chorus Presents: This Shining Night. Enjoy a concert full of the
hope and joy of the season with music from composers such
as Bach, Barber and Dolly Parton. 201 University NE. $15.
7-9pm. ALL-AGES! 897-1998. alibi.com/v/6z15.

CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Holiday Guitar. Get in the holiday
spirit with the classical holiday sounds of Paul Nielsen and
Kevin Caffrey. 6901 Barstow St NE. 4-5pm. ALL-AGES!
857-8321. alibi.com/v/6xgs.
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SATURDAY DEC 14
ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Holiday Lights

Concert. Encantada, a concert band consisting of
LGBTQ+ and allies in plays a relaxed evening of

seasonal and holiday music. 10000 Candelaria Rd.
NE. 7-8pm. ALL-AGES! 515-6464. alibi.com/v/6yv3.

FLAMENCO WORKS, INC. Luminaria Flamenca. Enjoy a holiday
recital featuring students dancing in original pieces choreo-
graphed by Jesús Muñoz and accompanied by guest artists.
1010 Coal Ave SW. $10. 5pm. ALL-AGES! 503-6040.
alibi.com/v/6ysu.

IMMANUEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NMPHIL Presents:
Messiah. An intimate performance by the NM Philharmonic—
conducted by David Felberg, with the wonderful Sandia
Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir and the extraordinary Coro
Lux. 114 Carlisle Blvd SE. 7:30-10:15pm. alibi.com/v/6yk8.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Winter Dance Concert. 4121
Cutler Ave NE. $6-$10. 7pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/13 listing.

SOUTH BROADWAY CULTURAL CENTER The Voice of Christmas.
SiSu Dance Company brings the Christmas season to life with
True Meaning of Christmas, a story from the beginning of
creation to today and what it means to celebrate the meaning
of the season. 1025 Broadway Blvd SE. $20. 5:30-7:45pm.
ALL-AGES! 848-1320. alibi.com/v/6yk0.

ST. STEPHEN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Solid Grounds
Coffeehouse. Local singer and guitarist, Steve Hall plays music
featuring a rhythmic finger picking guitar style with elements
of pop, folk, country and bluegrass and more. 4601 Juan Tabo
NE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES! 293-9673. alibi.com/v/6xgh.

SUNDAY DEC 15
MANUEL LUJAN BUILDING @ EXPO NM Winter Holiday Bazaar.
300 San Pedro Dr NE. $0-$5. 10am-5pm. ALL-AGES! See
12/14 listing.

ALBUQUERQUE LITTLE THEATRE Miracle on 34th Street. 224
San Pasquale Ave SW. $15-$23. 2pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/13
listing.

MOTHER ROAD THEATRE COMPANY All is Calm. 6320 Domingo
Rd NE. $18-$24. 2pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/13 listing.

SONG & DANCE
CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Albuquerque Civic
Chorus Presents: This Shining Night. 201 University NE. $15.
3-5pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/14 listing.

KESHET CENTER FOR THE ARTS Winter Dance Concert. 4121
Cutler Ave NE. $6-$10. 7pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/13 listing.

MANZANO HIGH SCHOOL Albuquerque Philharmonic Orchestra
Musical Frontiers Afternoon Concert. 12200 Lomas Blvd. NE.
3-4:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/13 HIGHLAND HIGH SCHOOL
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER listing.

SANDIA PREP SCHOOL Enchantment Handbells Present:
Christmas Past and Present. Enjoy a holiday concert. 532
Osuna Rd NE. $10. 3pm. ALL-AGES! 818-8214.
alibi.com/v/6z2w.

SANDIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Handel’s Messiah. 10704
Paseo del Norte NE. 3-5:30pm. See 12/14 IMMANUEL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH listing.

FILM
ALBUQUERQUE STUDIOS Film Auditioning Worskhop with
Casting Director Faith Hibbs-Clark. Learn how to audition for
film projects using the Communication Method for Actors, a

scientic approach to acting in this dvanced training for all expe-
rience levels. 5650 University Blvd SE. $199. 10am-5pm. 18+.
alibi.com/v/6ymj.

CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Sunday Movie: The Grinch. Enjoy
a screening of the classic Christmas tale, rated PG. 8081 Central
Ave NW. 1:30-3:30pm. ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/6xi4.

TUESDAY DEC 17
SONG & DANCE
LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY Q Brass Live. The band
plays the classical repertoire of brass quintet music as well as
more contemporary pieces including classic Christmas hymns
and holiday favorites. 908 Eastridge Dr NE. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES!
291-6295. alibi.com/v/6xh3.

WEDNESDAY DEC 18
WORDS
TORTUGA GALLERY Open Poetry Reading. Poets each have
five minutes to read poetry. Poets bring their books to diplay
on the poet’s table. 901 Edith Blvd SE. 6:30-9pm. 18+.
877-4214. alibi.com/v/6smy.

SONG & DANCE
KIMO THEATRE The Nutcracker: Student Matinee. Celebrate
the holiday season as Ballet Repertory Theatre presents the
ballet set to Tchaikovsky’s famous music and based on Alexandre
Dumas Père’s adaptation of The Nutcracker and the Mouse
King. 423 Central Ave NW. 10-11am. 768-3522.
alibi.com/v/6yxw.

TAYLOR RANCH LIBRARY Q Brass Live. 5700 Bogart St NW.
6-7pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/17 LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC
LIBRARY listing.

FOOD
THURSDAY DEC 12
BOXING BEAR BREWING CO. Decorate a Gingerbread Castle.
Each gingerbread house is baked for the event and includes all
of the candy and icing needed to make a masterpiece. 10200
Corrales Rd NW. $30-$100. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES! 803-1346.
alibi.com/v/6ybv.

ENCHANTED CIRCLE BREWING Steak Night Thursdays. Enjoy
delicious steak with a pint on the most delicious night of the week.
6001 San Mateo Blvd NE. 4-9pm. ALL-AGES! 433-2642.
alibi.com/v/6xqg.

PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY Community Pot Luck Dinner. Enjoy a
community meal at the art and education center. Don’t forget to
bring a contribution. 526 Washington St. FREE. 7pm. ALL-AGES!
(512) 573-5279. alibi.com/v/6qij.

SATURDAY DEC 14
ALBUQUERQUE RAIL YARDS Holiday Market. Indulge in 200+
food, farm, artisan and healing vendors, hear live musicians and
come away enriched from the educational and demo zones for
kids and adults. 1100 Second Street SW. FREE. 10am-4pm.
ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/6z5a.

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Smokin’ Saturdays. Mighty
Mike’s Meats is smokin’ on the patio. 206 Broadway SE. 4-8pm.
21+. alibi.com/v/6qlb.

SUNDAY DEC 15
ALBUQUERQUE RAIL YARDS Holiday Market. 1100 Second Street
SW. FREE. 10am-4pm. ALL-AGES! See 12/14 listing.

B2B BISTRONOMY, in Nob Hill Giving Back Sunday: Children’s
Choice Bandelier Elementary School. Up to 25 percent of the
day’s total sales are donated to the scholarship fund, which provides
financial assistance for families seeking quality afterschool care.
3118 Central Ave SE. Noon-9pm. 262-2222. alibi.com/v/6y9v.

FRAGRANT LEAF TEA BOUTIQUE Taste of Central Europe Holiday
Afternoon Tea. Enjoy a three-course holiday afternoon tea and
celebrate the flavors of Central Europe, accompanied by two teas.
3207 Silver Ave. SE. $35. 1-2:30pm. ALL-AGES! 255-0522.
alibi.com/v/6y26.

WEDNESDAY DEC 18
MARBLE BREWERY Barrel-Aged Beer and Cheese. The brewery
and Whole Foods Market team up on a stupendous pairing of four
barrel-aged beers paired with four specialty kinds cheeses, plus
awesome accouterments. 9904 Montgomery Blvd NE. 6pm.
323-4030. alibi.com/v/6yy3.

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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MUSIC

THURSDAY DEC 12
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Rob Roman •
variety • 4:30pm • Chris Ravin Band • classic rock • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Austin
Van • country • 6:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Eryn Bent Band • singer-songwriter,
Americana • 6pm • FREE

THE COUNTY LINE BBQ Open Mic • 6:30pm • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Jason McNabb • country • 6pm • $5 • 21+

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Sangre Joven •
Spanish, country • 8pm • FREE • 21+

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Above Average Open Mic • 6:30pm •
FREE • 13+

LAUNCHPAD Degenerated • Phil Rocker • DK and The Affordables •
DJ Riff Rat • punk, new wave, glam, goth, ska, ’80s • 9pm

LAVA ROCK BREWING COMPANY Kirk Matthews • soul, singer-
songwriter • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras The Real West • country • 6pm • FREE • 21+

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Dolla Dayz • Mr. Mrvl • hip-hop, electronic •
De La Rosa • 9pm

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO, Rio Rancho RJ Perez • funk, blues • 7pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING CO. Halfway Decent Karaoke • 7pm • 21+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND South3rn Turpike3 Broth3rz • variety •
7pm • $5 • 21+

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Hatrick • classical guitar • 6pm

SISTER Electric Funeral • heavy metal, rock • Uncle Chir • Beavis
Christ • 8pm • FREE

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze Karaoke • 7pm

COMEDY

B2B2 BARRIO Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • 15+

FRIDAY DEC 13
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Steve Hall •
Americana, folk • 4:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Lexie Pettis • variety • 4:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Devin
Myers • variety • 4:30pm • Dogbrain • blues, rock • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

THE COUNTY LINE BBQ Los Radiators • acoustic folk, rock, blues •
6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Jason McNabb • country • 6pm • $5 • 21+

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Black Pearl •
Spanish, dance, oldies • 9pm • FREE • 21+

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety • 7:30pm • $20 •
ALL-AGES!

HUSH ULTRA NIGHTLIFE ’90s Grand Opening Party • 69 Boyz •
hip-hop, bass • 8pm

ISLETA RESORT & CASINO Phil Vassar and Lonestar • country •
8pm

LAUNCHPAD Anti-Christmas 2019 • Noisear • Laughing Dog •
metal • Torture Victim • 9pm

LAVA ROCK BREWING COMPANY Leah Leyva • classic rock,
blues, singer-songwriter • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Defeater • variety • 7pm

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Cali Shaw • indie,
folk, Americana • 8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

THE RANGE CAFÉ, Bernalillo Silver Crow Asylum • Americana,
blues, jazz • 7pm • FREE • 21+

ROCK AND BREWS Traveler in Pain • rock, metal • 9pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL Bobcats Trio • jazz • 6pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

TRACTOR BREWING CO. DJ D-Monic • funk, hip-hop • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Jacky Blaire • ragtime, jazz,
country, swing • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Adam Hooks • singer-song-
writer • 5pm • Nightmare Before X-mas Fundraiser • Hops and
Dreams • Desert Darlings • belly dance • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE DJ Ill Audia • hip-hop • 6pm

COMEDY

AUX DOG THEATRE Ian Harris • Ron Swallow • stand-up comedy •
8pm • $15 • 18+

THE LIBRARY BAR & GRILL Brain Gang Trivia • 8pm • FREE • 18+

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY Headliners 505
Comedy Presents Friday Night Fools • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm •
$10 • 18+

FRIDAY DEC 13
THE STAGE AT SANTA ANA STAR CASINO, Bernalillo

Mark Normand and Joe List: Tuesdays with Stories Live
Podcast • improv, stand-up comedy • 9:30pm

FRIDAY DEC 13
SISTER Mega Bog • psychedelic pop • 8pm • $10

CALENDARS

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY DEC 12
ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Robb Janov • Gypsy jazz,

funk, swing • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

SATURDAY DEC 14
B2B2 BARRIO UPTOWN Shimon’s Free Agents • jazz • 6:30pm •
FREE

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Salazar Linde
Band • variety • 4:30pm • Bad Habit • hard rock • 7pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Dogbrain • blues, rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM The
Blunts • rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Severo y Grupo
Fuego • Latin, Spanish • 9pm • FREE • 21+

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Tobyriffic Karaoke Show • 7pm •
FREE

LAUNCHPAD Dakota Ave • metalcore • Painting Promises • post
hardcore • Desecrated Humanity • CØDA • Searching for Summer •
9pm

LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO Big Head Todd and
the Monsters • alternative, blues • 8pm

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Dirty Brown Jug Band • outlaw
country, bluegrass • 8am • Ryan and Jasper Guitar Duo • country •
3pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras The Project • rock, blues • 1:30pm •
Rockamatics • rock • 6pm • FREE • 21+

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Halfway Decent Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Bardo • classical guitar • 6pm

STONE FACE TAVERN Odd Dog • jam band • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. David Garcia • singer-songwriter • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS DJ Nicolatron • indie, dance,
disco • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Hurdle • folk, country, pop,
rock • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Julian Dossett • Western, swing,
blues, jazz, rockabilly • 6pm

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Escape on A Horse • Americana,
country • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

AUX DOG THEATRE Ian Harris • Ron Swallow • stand-up comedy •
7am • $15 • 18+ 

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV THEATRE Quip It
Good: Comedians Playing Quiplash • improv comedy • 10:15pm

HUSH ULTRA NIGHTLIFE Buck D’s Saturday Night Sizzle • Elijah
Williams • Zach Abeyta • stand-up comedy • Edward Alderete •
7pm • $5 • 21+

O’HARE’S GRILLE & PUB, Rio Rancho Brain Gang Trivia • 8:30pm •
FREE • 18+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Saturday Stand-Up Spectacular •
stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $5 • 18+

THE STAGE AT SANTA ANA STAR CASINO, Bernalillo Mark
Normand and Joe List: Tuesdays with Stories Live Podcast • improv,
stand-up comedy • 9:30pm

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Bit Banditis • Sarah Kennedy •
stand-up comedy • Kevin Baca • 8pm • FREE • 21+

SUNDAY DEC 15
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Le Chat Lunatique • Gypsy jazz, swing •
4pm • FREE

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety • 4pm • $20 •
ALL-AGES!

KAKTUS BREWING COMPANY, Bernalillo Kaktus Kats Blues
Jam • 3pm

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY TobyRiffic Karaoke Show •
3pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Winter Is Coming • Blow Up the Neighborhood •
variety • Almost Always Never • Bubblegum Love Crush • 5pm

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Odd Dog • jam band • 2pm • FREE •
21+ • Foggy Memory Boys • bluegrass • 6pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Secret 7 • rock, blues, R&B • 2pm • FREE •
21+

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Watermelon Mountain Jug Band • blue-
grass, folk • 4pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND South3rn Turpike3 Broth3rz • variety •
7pm • $5 • 21+

SISTER Moonstone Pop-Up • retail, DJ • 4pm • FREE

COMEDY

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Smooth Sunday Comedy Open Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm •
FREE • 21+

MONDAY DEC 16
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM New
Mexico Western Music Association Open Mic • 6pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Old-Time Jam Circle • 7:30pm

TRAIL RIDER PIZZA, Cedar Crest Gilbert Uribe • singer-songwriter •
6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

COMEDY

CANTEEN TAPROOM Brain Gang Trivia • 7pm • FREE • 18+

FOUNDERS SPEAKEASY Idiot Revolution Open Mic • 8pm • FREE •
21+

RAW AND SAUCE ULTRALOUNGE Comedy Nights Open Mic with
Karaoke • 8pm • FREE • 21+

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY OG Monday: A Comedy Open
Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

TUESDAY DEC 17
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Open Mic with
Spiral Pilots • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
Open Mic • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Open
Mic with Rob Roman • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

HOLLOW SPIRITS DISTILLERY Trip Americano • mariachi • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Death Angel • thrash, metal • Exmortus • Hellfire •
7:30pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Jam Night • 5pm • Bring Your
Own Vinyl • 6pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze Karaoke • 8pm

COMEDY

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Homie Holiday Hangout Comedy Special •
Greg Ziomek • Anthony J. Martinez • Royal Wood III • stand-up
comedy • Cat Savage • Sara Hake • Robert Eyster • 8pm • $5 •
ALL-AGES!

RAW AND SAUCE ULTRALOUNGE Comedy Nights Open Mic with
Karaoke • 8pm • FREE • 21+

WEDNESDAY DEC 18
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Music with Mike •
variety • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND STREET TAPROOM
32K Karaoke • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE TAPROOM Chris
Ravin • rock ’n’ roll • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO Karaoke • 7pm •
FREE • 21+

LAUNCHPAD Russian Girlfriends • rock, punk • Right On, Kid! •
pop-punk • Decent Exposure • Blow Up the Neighborhood! • D20 •
Guts • 9pm

MOLLY’S BAR, Tijeras Rick Rael • acoustic rock • 6pm • FREE •
21+

SUNSHINE THEATER Dizzy Wright • Rittz • rap • 7pm

COMEDY

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Brain Gang Trivia • 6pm • FREE • 18+

ENCHANTED CIRCLE BREWING Christmas Movie Interactive
Trivia • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM Casual
Wednesdays Open Mic • Royal Wood • Kevin Baca • 7:30pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Christmas Trivia • 7pm
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FEATURE | LAST MINUTE GIFT GUIDE

S
o, you’ve waited until now to
start your holiday shopping.
We’re not gonna lie to you: It’s

late in the game. Black Friday is
over. Cyber Monday is a memory.
And yet you still have a ton of
gifts to purchase. 

It’s okay. Alibi is here to help.
Albuquerque has plenty of
fantastic local stores from which
to purchase a wide variety of
goods, just perfect for gift giving.
But you don’t want to run all over
town, do you? Of course not. The
best, most time-efficient way to
get it all done before Hanukkah
(Dec. 22-30), Festivus (Dec. 23),
Christmas (Dec. 25), Kwanzaa
(Dec. 26-Jan. 1) or whatever it is
you’re celebrating is to stick to
your particular section of town. To
help you in this quest, Alibi sent
our editors to five different
neighborhoods in Albuquerque to
hunt up some great shopping
suggestions. Happy holidays,
everybody. And thanks for
contributing to the local
economy! a

Northeast

Heights
by Xanthe Miller

NO LONGER WANDER
10301 COMANCHE RD. NE, STE. 3

I
f you do wander over to this serene strip mall
off of Comanche Boulevard, you’ll be
rewarded with a carefully curated collection

of #OptOutside treasures. Cacti are not exotic
here in the high desert, but Northeast Heights
newcomer No Longer Wander features an
abundance of the more attractive and
housebroken species, giving the snug space an
inviting, secret garden feel. The plants are
potted in a variety of sizes from 10-gallon to 1-
inch micro pots that could double as tree
ornaments. The variety of cacti and their allies
on display here is impressive, from candelabra
cacti and current favorite succulents to cloud
forest air plants ($12-40). While not exactly
native (Euphorbia ammak is endemic to the
Middle East and Tillandsia hails from
Guatemala and Honduras), the cacti here are
birds of a feather with prickly locals. No
Longer Wander even has cacti-specific potting
soil for sale. Those of us who’ve tried to grow
these desert denizens at home know that soil is

a far cry from the poorly draining black goop
you’ll find at many nurseries. You’ll also find
stylish vegetal-adjacent products like candles
with and lotions with earthy scents, incense
holders, herbal bitters and CBD-laced
chocolates ($5-30) as well as silk scarves ($45)
and jewelry. There’s even a field guide on offer
($20) in case you want to stretch your legs or
get behind the wheel in your search for
chlorophyll.

ABQ COLLECTIVE
1321 EUBANK BLVD. NE

The undecideds have a lot of choices at ABQ
Collective, a busy Eubank space that hosts a
baker’s dozen of local merchants in a cozy hive
of creativity. ABQ Collective features a salon
and couch-laden performance space. This hub
of upcycled and handmade goods and carefully
chosen antiques feels like a slice of Austin’s
South Congress hipster style. Never fear,
though, there are plenty of items trumpeting
Burqueño pride to confirm you’re in
Albuquerque. Drool over jellies made of wine
varieties from Cabernet and Sauvingnon blanc
to rosé that can be bought singly or in
carefully compiled gift boxes; vintage clothing
for that special evening out; hand-painted
luggage and traveling cases; and vintage
cookware. Self-care during the holiday hubbub
could certainly be facilitated with the retro
fainting couch lounging in one passageway. A
recycled chandelier featuring a variety of bulb
and lamp styles in one fixture runs $40. An

antique corn bread pan that turns your carbs
out shaped like tiny corncobs costs $20. There
are a variety of items for the newly made
human in anyone’s life, like onesies with
cartoon cacti and animals on them, as well as
something that I’m going to call burp mitts,
which could probably deal with a hot pan as
well as a moist youngster. Succumb to bean-
based decision-making thanks to the
embedded coffee bar all done up and ready to
grind industrial road-warrior style.  a

Nob Hill
by Samantha Anne Carrillo

LITTLE BEAR COFFEE
3123 CENTRAL AVE. SE STE. D

N
estled in the revamped Disco Display
House space, Little Bear Coffee’s new Nob
Hill location houses more than just

fantastic coffee and all the fancy-schmancy
supplies you need to brew your own at home.
Several diverse local merchants are
represented in Little Bear’s And Stuff
collective retail space. From Harvest Moon
Books’ carefully curated titles to sustainable
and upcycled clothing by Neothread and
Celestial Printing, handcrafted jewelry by
tumble and a greenhouse full of plants, Little

Shop Till You Stop
Last Minute Gift Guide 2019

ABQ Collective

No Longer Wander
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FEATURE

Bear and its And Stuff retail space is a perfect
place to find something special for the stylish,
forward-thinking friends and family on your
list. 

AGAVE FLORIST 
AT NOB HILL
3222 CENTRAL AVE. SE STE. D

All apologies to the Mission Impossible
franchise but sending encrypted holiday
messages needn’t take the form of a tape (or
disc) that will self-destruct in 5 (or 10)
seconds. For thousands of years, traditional
cultures of Europe, Asia and Africa have
achieved fluency in the cryptic art of
communicating in the language of flowers aka
floriography. Incorporate hydrangea, which
traditionally expresses gratitude for innate
understanding, for that friend who just gets

you. Agave Florist has a reputation for creating
uncommon arrangements that hew close
enough to the norm to make their bouquets fit
for both a blushing bride and your flower-
loving grandpa.

AVENGER’S VINTAGE
4011 CENTRAL AVE. NE

There’s something special about shopping
secondhand for fashion and accessories to gift
during the holidaze. The item you’re wrapping
or boxing up to nestle beneath the giftee’s
Christmas tree or glowing fireplace mantel has
a whole history that’s unknown to both you,
the giver, and them, the receiver. It makes
sense to shop for these sorts of uncommon
objects at an outlet with just as storied a
history and background. Avenger’s Vintage is
the brainchild of Das Anastasiou, the former
proprietor of pre-ART construction Nob Hill
resale favorite Revolver Vintage. From fancy
cocktail dresses, leopard print pillbox hats and
armloads of vivid Lucite bangles to fancy dress
Western shirts and vintage lighters, Avenger’s
Vintage has a little something for everyone on
your well-heeled list. a

Midtown
by Dan Pennington

BROTIQUE
3600 CUTLER AVE. NE, STE. 14

L
et’s play out some scenarios. It’s December
23. Your long-forgotten uncle has returned
from his trip to Antarctica, and you have

two days to get him the ultimate gift. You live
in Midtown. He loves local flair, on account of
all the penguins he chilled with for the last
decade. Where do you go? Brotique 505.
Home to tons of local creators, you’ll find a bit
of everything you need here, including tons of
themed shirts for men, women and babies in
the $20 to $30 range. Get him the Chile Bear
shirt, which features art that highlights our
exquisite chile culture and love of bears. Does
the sun get in his eyes? Does he love old
license plates? Get him the Ahh Laa snapback
hat ($30). Baking aficionado? They have New
Mexico-shaped cookie cutters ($1 to $2). Has
his beard grown dry and strange from the cold
air? Pick up a DuBay Beard Oil ($20 to $25) to
breathe new life into that crusty monster, and
pair it with the DuBay Beard Wax ($8) to help
him shape it into something extraordinary.
Does he cry because his favorite restaurant
closed during the 10 years he’s been gone? A
La Llorona handkerchief ($10) is perfect to
absorb those tears and honor the ghost that
drowns children, everyone’s second-favorite
holiday mystical being during Christmas (the
first is vampire Santa Claus, who has gifts, but
must be invited in.) 

LONGHAIR RECORDS
1321 SAN MATEO BLVD. NE

New scenario; thanks for playing, Uncle. Your
best friend was cryogenically frozen while
delivering a pizza, but has now been
mysteriously released. They were frozen in

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHYBrotique
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Havana Nights
December 31, 2019

Albuquerque
1000 Woodward Place NE, ABQ, NM 87102

(505) 245-7100

Join the Embassy Suites Albuquerque on NYE� for a one 

of a kind evening of dancing, food and Cuban flair!

Featuring the 6 piece band Swag with live entertainment 

and a variety of dance and party music.

Party favors - balloon drop- Mojito Bars
Monte’s Cigar Shop and cigar tent – photo booth - champagne 

toast door prizes and giveaways

Full Dinner Buffet including carving and seafood stations and 
much more Cubano Cuisine.

Room packages $250 Includes Overnight Stay in a Suite, 
Bottle of Champagne, Full Cooked to Order Breakfast for two �

(2) Tickets to NYE Dinner and Party
Dinner and party alone $80 per couple

Call (505) 353-5381 to book your room,
dinner & dance package.

(505) 353-5364 for More Information

1995 and are now on your doorstep three days
before the big celebration. What do you do?
Hit up LongHair Records to bring home the
vintage that they crave. Most obvious would
be something on vinyl, like Tupac Shakur’s Me

Against The World; they can’t wait to see what
he’s been up to since 1995. They never had a
record player? What a poser! Get them a
cassette tape instead! We recommend Alanis

Morissette’s Jagged Little Pill, which covers all
the songs they need to hear from her. What
about giving them their favorite movie—
which screened in theaters during their last
cognizant days—even if they don’t want a
DVD player? A VHS tape of Waterworld, the

best thing Kevin Costner has ever done, is a
perfect choice! Are they not ready for this vast
collection of readily available media? It’s fine,
just dig through the bookstore for a veritable
treasure trove of books, the most timeless of all
things. You could pick them up John
Grisham’s The Rainmaker, which they heard
exciting things about before they froze. Maybe
they want to read Nicholas Evans’ The Horse

Whisperer, for whatever reason. The point is
that LongHair Records has your retro gifting
fix.

A-1 TROPHY CENTER
4305 LOMAS BLVD. NE

Final scenario: Best of luck assimilating into
society; these past 25 years were something. Got
someone in your life who’s amazing at
everything but suffers from low self esteem.

Honor their achievements—like being the
best free-hand juggler you know with
pomegranates and yo-yo’s—with a 9-inch Old
West Log Plaque made with cottonwood for
$33.75 from A-1 Trophy Center. It’s all the
relevant info they need to recognize their own
achievement on a single piece of wood. Let’s
assume you have a friend with zero sporting
talent, but a true love for watching them.
Every sports lover’s home deserves a trophy. A
Gold Medal Loving Cup with Silver Accent at
10 inches tall can be theirs for $30.60. Last
one! For your friend with an award-winning
dog—that award being “Most Uncomfortable
Smile To Look At”—who always seems to be
running late, on account of staring at their
dog’s uncomfortable smile. Improve their life
in two ways with the Rosewood Piano Finish
Photo Desk Clock for $96, highlighting that
smile that may leave you shifting in your seat
but also allows you to easily see the time.  a

West

Downtown
by Clarke Condé

METAL THE STORE 
AT EL VADO
2500 CENTRAL AVE. SW, 
STE. AS4

M
etal the Store is filled to the brim with
high-quality, New Mexico stuff. Wearing
a heavy winter coat, you will likely brush

up against other shoppers and merchandise as
you crane your neck to take in the top-to-
bottom layers of colors and patterns that fill
the tiny store. It is a popular spot that
encourages lingering and questions. Should it
seem too crowded, you can always dive into
the maggot bath. Fortunately, they have one of
those (full of delightful plastic maggots for
reasons that are not immediately apparent).

Try to follow me here: The store (Metal the

LongHair Records

Metal the Store

LongHair Records
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Store) is the physical manifestation of the

brand of designs (Metal the Brand) that are

the creations of the artist Michael O. Wieclaw

(known as Metal). Simple enough, but in the

short year-and-change the place has been

open, it has continued to grow with additional

artists adding to the inventory of original

designs and New Mexican themes that cover

T-shirts, hoodies, onesies, stickers, postcards,

pins, patches and other sundry goods. Plus, the

prices are low enough to start a new sticker

toss tradition with the family on Christmas

Eve.

SOUTHWEST CACTUS
SHOP AT EL VADO
2500 CENTRAL AVE. SW, STE.
AS5

Maybe it’s pinon or possibly the green chile-

scented candles, but there is a smell in this

place that makes you want to stick around and

inhale. Like the other shops in El Vado,

Southwest Cactus Shop is compact but laid

out in a way that encourages breathing and

evokes the open spaces of the Southwest.

Think hues of brown, rusticated wood and the

air cleansing power inherent in plants.

Within the store you will find cacti and

other succulents carefully potted in tasteful,

small vessels that have been well cared for,

ready for you to adopt and take home. There

are also air plants, a curious flora that requires

no dirt and lives comfortably in small dioramic

glass bulbs that the owner has assembled with

tiny plastic creatures and stones. If you are the

type of person who likes to wear socks with

pictures of cacti on them, then you have found

your Number One local source in Southwest

Cactus Shop. Prices are reasonable and should

allow the gift giver to find something within

their budget that adds a little greenery to their

list with Southwest style. 

MODERN GENERAL FEED
AND SEED
1720 CENTRAL AVE. SW, STE. B

For our purposes here, we are only concerned

with the “Seed” part of Modern General Feed

and Seed, but understand that you might be

tempted to stay and have a meal. Modern

General looks like a lifestyle magazine that

draws you in with clean, bright photographs of

simple things. It is an uncluttered space that is

at the same time inviting, relaxing and

inspiring. 

On the shelves are a well-curated

collection of books, kitchen gear and a few

food stuffs. Think cast iron pans, wooden

spoons and beautifully large photo books.

Billed as “tools for a better life,” the collection

is small but well thought-out, following their

stated philosophy of “nothing you don’t need.”

It is the perfect place to find something

durable and elegant that would fit effortlessly

into daily life in either your great-

grandmother’s kitchen or your favorite first-

time homesteader’s. In short, Modern General

eschews the superfluous, providing gifts that

stir the laconic phrases of a simplified life.  a

Southwest Cactus

Southwest Cactus

Avenger’s Vintage
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North

Valley
by August March

DAN’S BOOTS & SADDLES
6903 FOURTH STREET NW

D
an’s Boots & Saddles has been the North

Valley’s authentic family Western wear

and ranch store for nearly 70 years.

They’ve established themselves as the go-to

spot in Albuquerque for clothing and

equipment that represents a traditional culture

laced with accouterments of the past—as well

as a vision of a new rural future in the

American West. Whether you’re looking to

feed your flock, buy a new saddle, get your

hands—and feet—on some finely crafted boots

or just need some fencing and livestock

handling tools, Dan’s Boots & Saddles is the

place. Moreover, it’s a great place to find

holiday gifts. At Dan’s, customers can purchase

cowboy boots from trusted manufacturers like

Tony Lama, Justin and Double-H. They also

have an awesome selection of tack: saddles,

halters, bridles, reins and bits. Dan’s also stocks

heaps of Western wear; if it’s got pearl snaps or

a feather on it, they probably have just what

you’re looking for, partner.

SHUMAKOLOWA 
NATIVE ARTS
2401 12TH STREET NW

Here is a shop owned by the 19 Pueblos of

New Mexico and housed onsite at Indian

Pueblo Cultural Center. This cultural facility

is at the Southern entrance to Burque’s North

Valley. It’s where the interstate crosses 12th

Street, an ancient city thoroughfare—and it’s

also where the works of skilled Indigenous

craftspeople of the Rio Grande Valley and

beyond have been gathered together for a

collection of some the most amazing artifacts

available. Of course, it’s all available for the

purposes of gifting, including such rarified

items as bolo ties by Navajo artisan Ernest

Rangel and Laguna-Yaqui jeweler Stanton

Lance. They also have necklaces by Lita

Atencio of Santo Domingo Pueblo and “black”

pottery by Milda Tafoya of Santa Clara and

Erik Fender of San Ildefonso. Besides

Indigenous jewelry and pottery, Shumakolowa

also features textile art by Navajo artisans

Sheryl Miller and Leroy Yazzie and a wide

selection of books, videos and educational

materials about native life in New Mexico.

VALLEY PAWN
401 MENAUL BLVD. NW

Valley Pawn should be considered among the

best in terms of providing an outlet for last

minute gift-buying. Don’t be like August

March when he was an undergrad and wait

until the last moment. You don’t want to end

up with an Edwardian smoking jacket (with

pinholes caused by small drops of opium

spilling on it) or a painting he got a B- on in

Advanced Painting. This holly-jolly joint has

holiday hours for sure—you’ll have to to call

ahead to find out more about that, this is a

pawn shop, for chrissakes! The prizes offered at

Valley Pawn are incomparable. Their selection

includes guitars that are sure to make any

musician’s Merry Christmas mouth water. If

you’re down for tools as gifts—and who

isn’t?!—then Valley Pawn has your Skilsaw or

Black & Decker drill. As for firearms, don’t

even ask. They’ve also got a heap of old

jewelry. This place is perfect at the last

minute.

LA PARADA DE ALAMEDA
8917 FOURTH STREET NW

Back in the day in Burque, small family owned

businesses that highlighted the arts, crafts,

produce, furniture, garden sculpture and

wrought iron work, et cetera of Latin

America—from Paraguay to Santa Fe—were

quite popular. Weekly Alibi can think of more

than a few that came and went over the years,

including Casa Talamantes and Jackalope—

but there’s one in the North Valley that is still

quite cool. La Parada is run by Albuquerque’s

Montoya family and features all sorts of items

from Latin America and beyond. They also

have arts and crafts from Morocco, the Indian

subcontinent and Northern Europe and Asia,

as well. Additionally the shop stocks cards and

paper, vintage clothing and accessories, folk

music instruments, Dia de Los Muertos items,

metal milagros, tin-framed mirrors and

handcrafted Italian-made leather journals. La

Parada is situated on an old North Valley farm

that also houses Farm & Table, a restaurant

that features locally sourced foodstuffs. La

Parada means “the stop.” a

Dan’s Boots & Saddles

La Parada

Shumakolowa Native Arts

Little Bear Coffee

La Parada
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shoulder injury. He insists Tyler lay off the
wrestling and get immediate surgery. Terrified
of how his father will react, Tyler hides the
information from his parents, stealing
oxycodone from their medicine cabinet and
fighting through the pain. That particular
plan of action doesn’t last long, of course.
Tyler suffers a career-ending injury on the
wrestling mat, and it’s not long at all before
his life is spiraling out of control. His drug use
spikes, his girlfriend gets pregnant and his
anger explodes.

Honestly, it’s tough to work up a lot of
sympathy for Tyler, given the swiftness of his
transformation from golden child to pathetic
monster. Shults’ script finds moments of
poignancy and clarity throughout it all, but
relies on a lot of melodramatic manipulations
to get the plot right where he wants it—which
is somewhere between a cautionary “ABC
Afterschool Special” and an episode of HBO’s
trippy teen drama “Euphoria.”

An awful lot of effort has been put into the
film’s look and feel. The impatient camera
pushes and pulls, swoops and swirls. The
insistent soundtrack intrudes loudly on every
moment (as only one by Trent Reznor and
Atticus Ross can). The montage-style editing

nails neon-colored images on viewers’ eyeballs
at a rapid-fire pace. Heck, even the
cinematography can’t settle on a single aspect
ratio, flip-flopping from an expansive 1.85:1
frame to a boxy 1:33 (and several more in
between). It’s a bravura effort, overflowing
with movement and noise. But it occasionally
amounts to sensory overload.

Interestingly enough, a little over halfway
through the film, Shults shifts the focus of
his attention away from troubled jock Tyler
and on to his shy little sister Emily (Taylor
Russell, “Lost in Space”). For the rest of the
film, we watch as she breaks out of her shell,
awkwardly flirts with a nice dork (nice dork
Lucas Hedges) and tries to cope with the
repercussions (or “waves,” I suppose) of
Tyler’ actions on their broken family. This
more tenderhearted second half feels like it
has more breathing room than the first,
possibly because Emily’s story is less
predictable than Tyler’s and is in less of a
hurry to get where it’s going.

Finally, after 2 hours and 15 minutes’ worth
of highly cinematic cinema, we get to our
rather graceful denouement. It’s all about
families and mistakes and regret and
forgiveness—which is expected, of course. But
after all the visual, auditory and emotional
interference we (and the characters) have
been through, it feels well-earned—almost as
if we’re emerging from a hot, noisy,
stroboscopic and not exactly pleasant freeway
tunnel into the bright, cleansing light of day.
Waves is a worthy effort in the end—even if
the man behind it might want to expend a
little less effort next time around. a

Waves
Teen drama burns off a lot of emotion and a ton of energy

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Locals Unite
The New Mexico Film Foundation returns to
the Jean Cocteau Cinema in Santa Fe (418
Montezuma Ave.) for another NMFF Indie
Screening. On Tuesday, Dec. 10 from 7 to
9pm, audiences have an opportunity to view
short films, trailers and short clips of works-in-
progress from a variety of independent New
Mexico filmmakers. The nonprofit New Mexico
Film Foundation sponsors these regular
screenings as a way to support our state’s
above-the-line talent and to show the public
and other local filmmakers what work is
currently being done. Admission is $5. For
more info on the NMFF Indie Screenings, go
to nmfilmfoundation.org.

What Is This?

The New Mexico Museum of Natural History
& Science does its part to spread holiday
cheer with a screening of Tim Burton’s
beloved 1993 fantasy The Nightmare Before
Christmas. The stop-motion animated film
tells the story of Jack Skellington,
Halloweentown’s beloved Pumpkin King,
who gets bored with his annual gig and
accidentally stumbles into the tinsel and
snowflakes of Christmastown. The film
screens Friday, Dec. 13 at 7pm and
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 7pm. Tickets are $10
for adults, $6 for seniors and $5 for children
ages 3 to 12. Kids 2 and under get in free.
You can get your tickets in advance by going
to the NatureWorks Discovery Store inside
the museum or by logging on to
naturalhistoryfoundation.org/nightmare-
before-christmas. NMMNH is located at 1801
Mountain Road NW.

Poster Child
The answer to your gift-giving prayers is
here—at least if you count a movie lover
among your friends and family. Guild Cinema
(3405 Central Ave. NE) is hosting its annual
poster sale this Saturday, Dec. 14 from noon
to 3pm. Get yourself a bidder card and bid on
classic, indie and foreign film posters. There
are even a few cult classic Midnight Movie
releases hidden in there. Most posters go for
five bucks or under! Head to guildcinema.com
for the most up-to-date info.

Holy Double Feature!
You know what the holidays need? A little
more Batman. Coming to the rescue is
Albuquerque Film & Music Experience and
O’Niell’s Pub. On Wednesday, Dec. 18 the two
join forces, superhero-style, to present a
double feature of Batman-centric cinema. First
up (at 7pm) is 2017’s The LEGO Batman Movie
starring Will Arnett as the voice of our tiny
plastic hero. Next up (at 9pm) is 2008’s
gloriously grim The Dark Knight, starring
Christian Bale as the Caped Crusader and
Heath Ledger as The Joker. Admission is free.
Food and drink specials are available. For more
info, go to oniells.com. O’Niell’s Nob Hill is
located at 4310 Central Ave. SE. a

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

A
fter a couple of well-regarded art house
efforts (the stunningly observational
character study Krisha and the brazenly

minimalist horror drama It Comes At Night),
young filmmaker Trey Edward Shults makes a
grab for mainstream (more or less), Oscar-bait
(maybe) cinema with the profoundly felt
family drama Waves.

Shults’ story starts out focused in on
promising teen athlete Tyler Willamson
(Kelvin Harrison Jr., who appeared in It
Comes At Night). Tyler would seem to have it
all. He’s a star on his Miami high school
wrestling team. He gets decent grades. He’s
got a cute girlfriend. And his family lives a
comfortable upper-middle class existence. But
Tyler is trapped firmly under the thumb of his
loving, stable and quietly domineering father
Ronald (Emmy winner Sterling K. Brown
from “This Is Us”). 

All parents want their kids to be stronger,
smarter, better. But Ron is one of those parents
for whom “second place” is a filthy turn of
phrase. Winning is everything. Ron pushes his
son to excel, living out his own fading dreams
of athletic prowess. (Shults also hints at
another motivation: that, as an African-
American family, the Williamsons must strive
“twice as hard” as their successful white
neighbors. But the racial issue remains largely
unexplored here.)

One day Tyler’s doctor notices early
warning signs of a potentially crippling

Waves

Written and directed by Trey Edward Shults

Starring Kelvin Harrison Jr., Taylor Russell,

Sterling K. Brown, Lucas Hedges

Rated R

Now playing.

The kids are … Well, contrary to what The Who said, they’re not alright.
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Have Blaster—Will Travel
“The Mandalorian” on Disney+

F
ranchises that inspire a fanatic devotion are
funny things. Fans take a proprietary ownership
over such things and tend to argue (even with

other fans) over what constitutes valid, worthy and
continuity-preserving additions to the canon. What
with all the sequels, prequels, reboots and spin-offs
assailing us these days, which constitute proper fan
service and which go down in the books as
“destroying our childhood.” 

Few series have as many loyal fans as the Star
Wars films. And any Star Wars fan worth their salt
will gladly explain to you why Attack of the Clones
or The Last Jedi or Solo or The Star Wars Holiday
Special suck. Their passion is appreciated. But now,
with Disney having bought out Lucasfilm, we’re
faced with all sorts of new, unfamiliar and
potentially unwelcome Star Wars movies and TV
shows. The franchise’s first venture into live-action
television comes in the form of Disney+’s “The
Mandalorian.” And, so far anyway, the future of the
franchise looks just fine.

Speaking as an old school fan who saw Star
Wars (before it had the tack-on title A New Hope)
at Albuquerque’s long-demolished Wyoming Mall
Theater, “The Mandalorian” is perfectly in tune
with the spirit of Lucas’ 1977 original. It captures
the exact same adventurous, movie-loving, world-
building “kids film for adults” feel that I responded
to as a wide-eyed kid. 

The show is created and largely written by Jon
Favreau (an enthusiastic Hollywood workhorse
with Elf, Iron Man, The Jungle Book and The Lion
King under his belt). This gives “The Mandalorian”
a consistency and a singular point of view. Like
Lucas’ original vision, the show plays out like a
space western—this one focused on a Mandalorian
bounty hunter (not, but not unlike, fan fave
character Boba Fett). The show takes place after
the events of Return of the Jedi, allowing it to wallow
in the somewhat lawless aftermath of galactic war.
It’s the perfect period in which to set a Star Wars
spin-off. Whoever saw Star Wars: A New Hope and
thought, “Hey, we need to explore more of this

Galactic Senate stuff on Coruscant!” was an idiot.
(Sadly, I think that idiot was George Lucas.) Jon
Favreau, on the other hand, saw Star Wars and
thought, “Man, we need more about these bounty
hunters, smugglers and rogues on Tatooine.” Give
that man a cookie!

Our Mandalorian (he, like most of the
characters here, doesn’t have a name) is played by
Pedro Pascal (Oberyn Martell from “Game of
Thrones”). Pascal never shows off his face, however,
since the battle-worshipping Mandalorians never
remove their armor. They’re like a race of
mercenary samurai, taking on any job that allows
them to show off their martial abilities. 

Although producers have kept much of the
show’s characters and storyline under wraps, at this
point most of the world (the Facebook-viewing
parts, anyway) has been exposed to The
Mandalorian’s sidekick, “Baby Yoda.” The tiny
alien toddler (a puppet, in keeping with the style of
the original films) ends up in The Mandalorian’s
charge. Instead of turning the cute (and possibly

quite powerful) tyke in for a reward (from some
very bad people), our gruff-but-lovable antihero
goes on the run, setting up the show’s basic premise. 

Fans of other media may recognize this as a
variation on Kazuo Koike and Goseki Kojima’s
seminal 1970 manga series Lone Wolf and Cub.
That influential Japanese comic book spawned a
famous film series and inspired countless imitations.
(Max Allan Collins’ graphic novel Road to
Perdition—made into a 2002 film starring Tom
Hanks—is one of them.) It’s the perfect template
for a Star Wars property. In addition to mirroring
tropes from the classic Western genre, George
Lucas borrowed a great deal from Japanese samurai
films. The original Star Wars was basically a space-
age rewrite of Akira Kurosawa’s The Hidden Fortress. 

The familiar premise of “tough gunslinger
protects innocent child” is a brilliant hook on
which to hang this show’s various adventures.
Admittedly, “The Mandalorian” plays out as a
simple, episodic adventure series. Narrative
complications are kept to a minimum, characters
are defined by basic traits and plots are more or less
resolved within the show’s terse 40-minute runtime.
It’s definitely a “family” show, and at times it feels
notably juvenile. But in context, that doesn’t count
as an insult. Star Wars was created for kids—and the
occasional adult capable of remembering what it
was like to be a kid. Watching “The Mandalorian”
(the five episodes out of eight currently available for
streaming, anyway), I had a grin on my face that I
hadn’t experienced since the old Wyoming Mall
Theater.

For my money, “The Mandalorian” is a fan’s
dream. It’s got the correct look and feel. It’s pure
Saturday movie matinee fun. It’s loaded with old
school Star Wars references that don’t come across
as winking Easter eggs—but do seem like
thoughtful expansions to the universe we grew up
loving. Also, Baby Yoda is the greatest thing ever,
so there’s that. Love Star Wars? Then you should
get to loving “The Mandalorian.”  a
“The Mandalorian” Season 1 is available for streaming on

Disney+.

THE WEEK IN

like bedbugs this time of year.

“The 88th Annual Hollywood Christmas
Parade” (KWBQ-19 7pm) This year’s
parade features a 35-year reunion of the
“Charles In Charge” cast (Scott Baio, Willie
Aames, Jennifer Runyon Corman and Josie
Davis). If that Christmas miracle doesn’t get
you to watch, I don’t know what will.

“Mel Brooks: Unwrapped” (HBO 7pm) On
the eve of bringing Young Frankenstein to
the stage in London, Mel Brooks embarks
on a tour of Hollywood (and his own career
therein) with British filmmaker Alan Yentob.

SATURDAY 14

“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer” (KRQE-
13 7pm) The much-loved Rankin-Bass
animated TV special from 1964 returns in
all its stop-motion glory.

SUNDAY 15

“The 42nd Annual Kennedy Center Honors”
(KRQE-13 7pm) Earth, Wind & Fire, Sally
Field, Linda Ronstadt and “Sesame Street”
(the entire show) are the recipients of this
year’s Kennedy Center Honors. 

“The Christmas Caroler Challenge” (KWBQ-
19 7pm) Dean Cain (who hosts everything

this time of year) hosts this reality show
competition in which “celebrity judges”
choose the best Christmas carolers in
America. Like that was a thing that
needed settling.

MONDAY 16

“Greatest Holiday Commercials
Countdown 2019” (KWBQ-19 8pm)
There are 12 commercials, one for each
of the 12 days of Christmas! Just don’t
get them mixed up with the actual
commercials airing during this holiday
special.

“Christmas With the Tabernacle Choir
Featuring Kristin Chenoweth” (KNME-5
8pm) Broadway baby Kristin Chenoweth
gets her Mormon Tabernacle on, singing
along with Utah’s favorite backup band.

“A Very Brady Renovation: Holiday
Edition” (HGTV 8pm) Having rebuilt the
entire house used in exterior shots of
“The Brady Bunch” to resemble the
house seen on TV, HGTV invites the
show’s cast back to decorate and cook
up a retro-themed holiday meal. (Yes,
there will be gelatin salad.)

“Holidays With the Houghs” (KOB-4
9:01pm) “Dancing With the Stars”
alumni Derek and Julianne Hough stage
a bunch of musical and dance
performances, “putting their spin on
holiday classics.” 

THURSDAY 12

“Jack Whitehall: Travels With My Father—
Christmas With My Father” (Netflix
streaming anytime) Comedian Jack
Whitehall hits the road again with his stuffy
dad for a special holiday trip.

“A Legendary Christmas With John and
Chrissy” (KOB-4 9pm) Last year’s
Christmas special with John Legend, wife
Chrissy Teigen and “friends” Awkwafina,
Darren Chris, Derek Hough, Kris Jenner,
Kim Kardashian West and Meghan Trainor
gets re-gifted this year.

FRIDAY 13

“The Expanse” (Amazon Prime streaming
anytime) Having jumped from Syfy to
Amazon, the fourth season of this sci-fi hit
(based on the Hugo Award-winning books
by Albuquerque authors Daniel Abraham
and Ty Franck) finally launches. 

“Disney Channel Holiday Party @ Walt
Disney World” (Disney 6pm) Meg
Donnelly, star of Disney Channel’s Zombies
2, gives a musical performance. So do
Issac Ryan Brown (Disney’s “Raven’s
Home”) and Ruby Rose Turner (Disney’s
“Coop & Cami Ask the World”). Also,
Pentatonix is there—but those guys pop up

TUESDAY 17

“Dogs of the Year” (KWBQ-19 7pm)
“Entertainment Tonight” hosts Kevin Frazier
and Nischelle Turner count down the “top
10 dog stories of 2019.” Well, there was
that soldier dog who got to go the the
White House, and … some other canine-
related stuff, I’m sure.

Well Groomed (HBO 7pm) HBO’s latest
sporting documentary explores the “sport”
of competitive dog grooming. 

WEDNESDAY 18

“Soundtrack” (Netflix streaming anytime)
Joshua Safran (“Gossip Girl,” “Quantico”) is
the creator and executive producer of this
musical drama that takes a look at “the
love stories connecting a diverse, disparate
group of people in contemporary Los
Angeles through the music that lives inside
their hearts and minds.” Personally
speaking, my music lives inside my
spleen—but, to each his own.

“Wisting” (Sundance Now streaming
anytime) Carr ie-Anne Moss (The Matrix,
“Jessica Jones”) stars in this Nordic noir
detective series about a Norwegian
homicide detective chasing an American
serial killer.

“Live in Front of a Studio Audience” (KOAT-
7 7pm) ABC’s live re-staging of old “All in
the Family” and “Good Times” episodes
was a surprisingly funny and heartfelt hit
earlier this year. So everybody’s back for
another round. Norman Lear and Jimmy
Kimmel host. a

SLOTH
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National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
(1989)
The Griswold clan ends up hosting redneck Cousin
Eddie for Christmas in this holiday favorite. Chevy
Chase, Beverly D’Angelo, Juliette Lewis, Johnny
Galecki, Randy Quaid and Julia Louis-Dreyfus star.
Thirtieth anniversary, baby! 97 minutes. PG-13.
(Opens Sunday 12/15 at Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Flix Brewhouse)

The Polar Express (2004)
The simple story of this computer-generated toon
has a skeptical kid boarding a magical train to the
North Pole and meeting Santa Claus. The “photo-re-
alistic” CGI was faintly impressive from a technical
perspective way back in 2004, but is still flat-out
creepy to watch. 100 minutes. G. (Saturday 12/14
at Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, Flix Brewhouse)

Susan Sontag’s Duet For Cannabals (1969)
Noted essayist, novelist, critic and cinephile Susan
Sontag wrote and directed this 1969 feature. A
dryly funny psychological serio-comedy, the film re-
volves around the complicated, partner-swapping
relationship between an arrogant ex-revolutionist in
exile from Germany, his elegant wife, their Swedish
secretary and the earnest secretary’s bride-to-be. In
Swedish with English subtitles. The film has been
newly restored in 4k for its 50th anniversary. 105
minutes. Unrated. (Opens Tuesday 12/17 at Guild
Cinema)

The Tale of the Princess Kaguya (2013)
From Japan’s legendary Studio Ghibli (My Neighbor
Totoro, Princess Mononoke) comes this gorgeous,
hand-drawn fairy tale. Adapted from 10th-century
folklore, this timeless fantasy tells of a tiny girl
found growing in a stalk of bamboo. Raised by an
old bamboo cutter and his wife, the magical girl
grows quickly to adulthood, experiencing both love
and tragedy. Master animator Isao Takahata (Grave
of the Fireflies, Only Yesterday) writes and directs
with much less surreal flair than his longtime part-
ner Hayao Miyazaki (of Totoro fame). But the emo-
tionally resonant story and the graceful,
watercolor-style animation make this one of the
best animated films of the year. In English dubbed
and English subtitled versions. 137 minutes. PG.
(Opens Wednesday 12/18 at Century 14 Down-
town, Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

They Shall Not Grow Old (2018)
Peter Jackson (The Lord of the Rings series) directs
this humble historical documentary about World
War I, featuring never-before-seen footage, to com-
memorate the centennial of the conflict’s end. 99
minutes. R. (Opens Tuesday 12/17 at Century Rio,
Century 14 Downtown)
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slashed, edited, reedited and amped-up audio-vi-
sual treats from local and visiting artists, you can ex-
pect a hand-selection of the weirdest holiday shorts
from the Basement Films archive. 75 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Wednesday, 12/18 at Guild Cinema)

Mamangam 
M. Padmakumar (Polytechnic, Kanal, Aakashamit-
tayee) directs this period action flick centered
around the Mamankam festival, which takes place
on the banks of the Bharathappuzha River in
Tirunavaya. During the medieval 17th century, war-
riors known as Chaaverukal plotted against the
Zamorin rulers to overthrow them during the festival.
Or something along those lines. Screening in Malay-
alam with English subtitles, in Telugu with English
subtitles and in Tamil with English subtitles. 150
minutes. Unrated. (Opens Saturday, 12/14 at Cen-
tury Rio)

Richard Jewell
Clint Eastwood directs this biopic about American
security guard Richard Jewell, who was briefly con-
sidered a suspect in the 1996 Summer Olympic
bombing in Atlanta. The film documents Jewell’s “trial
by media,” which took a huge toll on his personal
and professional life—before his eventual exonera-
tion (and the capture of the actual bomber). 129
minutes. R. (Opens Thursday 12/12 at Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge, Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Venky Mama
Epic kung fu, chaste romance, wacky humor and
elaborate musical numbers: This Telugu action com-
edy checks all the Indian film boxes. Venkatesh
(Guru, Drushyam, Masala) stars. In Telugu with Eng-
lish subtitles. 148 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday,
12/13 at Century 14 Downtown)

RETURNING

A Christmas Story (1983)
Still one of the funniest holiday films ever made, this
cult classic is based on the warped nostalgic mus-
ings of humorist Jean Shepherd. Peter Billingsley is
forever enshrined as the Depression-era kid eager to
get his hands on a Red Ryder BB gun for Christmas.
94 minutes. PG. (Friday 12/13 at Movies 8, Movies
West)

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)
The holiday classic starring James Stewart and
Donna Reed returns to the big screen. You’ve proba-
bly seen it at least a dozen times on TV. But it’s the
perfect movie about suicide to get you in the holiday
mood. 130 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Monday
12/16 at Flix Brewhouse)

NEW

The 21st Annual Animation Show of Shows
Featuring 10 films from 7 countries, the 2019 edi-
tion of this eagerly anticipated program offers a wide
range of imaginative, thought-provoking and (most
of all) animated shorts. Among the nations repre-
sented: Switzerland, Germany, Russia, Belgium,
France, Israel and the Czech Republic. 89 minutes.
Unrated. (Opens Tuesday 12/17 at Guild Cinema)

Audition (1999)
Legendary (and insanely prolific) Japanese director
Takashi Miike (Ichi the Killer, Visitor Q, The Happi-
ness of the Katakuris, Dead or Alive, One Missed
Call, Sukiyaki Western Django, 13 Assassins) is the
madman behind this slow-burning J-horror classic. A
middle-aged widower (Ryo Ishibashi) decides to
screen girls at a phony movie audition in order to
find a new wife. But the frontrunner (Eihi Shiina) is
not what she appears to be, and things go very, very,
very bad. Darkly beautiful, completely shocking and
(amazingly) kind of funny as well, this is a certified
cult classic hitting theaters in time for its 20th an-
niversary. 115 minutes. R. (Opens Friday 12/13 at
Guild Cinema)

Black Christmas
Bob Clark’s 1974 cult classic holiday slasher—about
a group of female students stalked by a stranger
during Christmas break—gets a feminst reboot
thanks to writer/director Sophia Takal. Imogen Poots
(Fright Night, Green Room) heads the cast. 98 min-
utes. PG-13. (Opens Thursday 12/12 at Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX)

Gorillaz: Reject False Icons
Gorillaz: Reject False Icons is a brand-new feature
documentary from British band Gorillaz, the planet’s
“Most Successful Virtual Act.” In his debut feature,
director Denholm Hewlett follows the band’s every
move for three years, covering the making of two crit-
ically acclaimed albums and a world tour. 100 min-
utes. Unrated. (Opens Monday, 12/16 at Century
Rio)

In Fabric
British director Peter Strickland (who gave us the
gloriously odd genre exercises Berberian Sound Stu-
dio and The Duke of Burgundy) returns with this
bizarrely beautiful ghost story about a haunted
dress that passes from person to person with devas-
tating consequences. 118 minutes. R. (Opens Friday
12/13 at Guild Cinema)

Jumanji: The Next Level
Dwayne Johnson, Karen Gillan, Jack Black and Kevin
Hart are back as a group of friends transported back
into their digital avatars in the magical video game
Jumanji. This time around, the game is broken, and
the quartet find themselves fighting new adversities
and navigating different landscapes—from snowy
mountaintops to arid deserts. Awkwafina, Nick Jonas
and Danny DeVito are among the new cast mem-
bers for this go-around. 123 minutes. PG-13.
(Opens Thursday 12/12 at Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,
Flix Brewhouse)

Light From Light
Gifted with sometimes-prophetic dreams and a life-
long interest in the paranormal, Sheila (Marin Ire-
land, Hell or High Water) is asked to investigate a
potential haunting at a Tennessee farmhouse. It’s
there she meets Richard (comedian Jim Gaffigan), a
recent widower who believes his wife may still be
with him. The investigation that ensues—which even-
tually pulls in Shelia’s son, Owen and his classmate
Lucy—forces them to confront the mysteries of their
own lives. Ditching conventional horror movie trap-
pings for some deep spiritual and emotional drama
this marks a completive sophomore effort from
Knoxville, Tenn. writer-director Paul Harrill (Some-
thing, Anything). 82 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Friday
12/13 at Guild Cinema)

Mad Lab Theater: Experiment 4
The Basement Films crew returns to Guild Cinema
for another night of “video art, experimental cinema,
works in progress, secret samples, teasers, delicious
deep cuts, audio-visual performance and random,
electrifying moments.” This month’s theme is “Happy
Holidays” so, in addition to the usual hacked,

STILL PLAYING

21 Bridges
Chadwick Boseman (Black Panther) stars in this
taut but familiar crime thriller about an embattled
NYPD detective thrust into a manhunt for a pair of
cop killers. In order to stop them, he takes the un-
precedented step of shutting down all 21 bridges
out of Manhattan Island, uncovering a citywide con-
spiracy in the process. 99 minutes. R. (Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood
Beloved actor Tom Hanks takes on the role of
beloved kids’ TV show host Fred Rogers in this gen-
tle, feel-good biopic. The story is based loosely on a
1998 Esquire cover story in which star writer Tom
Junod set out to pen a profile of Mr. Rogers—only to
discover that spending time as an adult with the
host would have a profound healing effect on his
troubled psyche. Matthew Rhys (“The Americans”)
plays our (somewhat more fictionalized) journalist,
hounded by a gloomy disposition and daddy is-
sues. Leave it to some artful, back-and-forth ques-
tioning with Mr. Rogers to heal those lingering
childhood issues. 108 minutes. PG. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon
Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood
Stadium 16, High Ridge)

Dark Waters
In the fine tradition of Norma Rae, Erin Brockovich
and other muckraking corporate whistleblower
sagas comes this true-life legal thriller from director
Todd Haynes (Far From Heaven, Velvet Goldmine,
Safe). Mark Ruffalo stars as a corporate defense at-
torney who has a major change of heart, taking on
an environmental lawsuit against DuPont for poi-
soning groundwater in rural West Virginia. 126 min-
utes. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge)

Doctor Sleep
Stanley Kubrick’s 1980 adaptation of Stephen
King’s The Shining gets a long-time-brewing sequel
(based on the follow-up novel King wrote, of
course). Seems that little Danny Torrence, psychic
survivor of the Overlook massacre, is all growed up
now (and played by Ewan McGregor). He meets a
young girl with powers similar to his own and tries
to protect her from an evil cult that preys on chil-
dren with powers in order to remain immortal. Mike
Flanagan (Gerald’s Game, “The Haunting of Hill
House”) directs. 151 minutes. R. (Century Rio)
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Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058
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Joker
After Cesar Romero, Jack Nicholson, Mark Hamill,
Heath Ledger and Jared Leto put their stamp on the
character, moody method actor Joaquin Phoenix
tries DC’s iconic villain on for size. This one swings
pretty far afield of the traditional comic book origin
stories, but writer-director Todd Phillips (Old School,
The Hangover) offers a distinctive, Martin Scorsese-
esque vision of a failed comic being disenfran-
chised from society and reinventing himself as an
outsized supervillain for the ages. Reviewed in v28
i41. 121 minutes. R. (Century 14 Downtown, Cen-
tury Rio, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Knives Out
Filmmaker Rian Johnson (Brick, Looper, Stars Wars:
Episode VIII—The Last Jedi) takes Agatha Christie-
style murder mystery over the top and back again
with this giddy fun thriller. Seems that a world-fa-
mous mystery writer (Christopher Plummer) has
been murdered at his lavish country estate. Now it’s
up to a dapper, Southern-fried detective (Daniel
Craig) to figure out which of the guy’s quirky rela-
tives did him in. Chris Evans? Jamie Lee Curtis?
Michael Shannon? Don Johnson? Toni Collette? Re-
viewed in v28 i48. 130 minutes. PG-13. (Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Flix
Brewhouse, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge)

Last Christmas
Pretty people fall in love in this tale of a young Yu-
goslavian emigrant to England (Emelia Clarke,
“Game of Thrones”), prone to making terrible life
decisions, who finds herself working as a depart-
ment store elf while dreaming of becoming a singer.
One day she meets a handsome, charming and
rather mysterious man (Henry Golding, Crazy Rich
Asians). Don’t worry, romance fans: There are plenty
of weepy complications and George Michael tunes
to get all sappy over—if you can weather the film’s
one ridiculous twist (involving the very literal inter-
pretation of a George Michael lyric). 102 minutes.
PG-13. (Century Rio, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Maleficent: Mistress of Evil
Angelina Jolie returns as the living embodiment of
Disney’s evil queen from Sleeping Beauty. This time
around the witchy (but misunderstood) fairy
queen’s goddaughter Aurora (Elle Fanning, still a
beauty but no longer sleeping) is about to get mar-
ried to a handsome prince. Unfortunately, Aurora’s
mother-in-law-to-be (Michelle Pfeiffer) is secretly
using the impending nuptials to divide humans and
fairies forever, stranding Maleficent and Aurora on
opposite sides of a supernatural war. Reviewed in
v28 i43. 118 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Rio Ran-
cho Premiere Cinema)

Midway
From the makers of Stargate and Independence
Day and The Day After Tomorrow comes this bom-
bastic dramatic recreation of the Battle of Midway.
Luke Evans, Patrick Wilson, Woody Harrelson, Mandy
Moore, Dennis Quaid, Aaron Eckhart and Nick Jonas
are among the overcrowded cast, most of whom are
flying around trying to sink the Imperial Japanese
Navy. The special effects are … constant. And the
dialogue is … human-like. 138 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Win-
rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Parasite
The latest film from brilliant South Korean director
Bong Joon-Ho (The Host, Mother, Snowpiercer) is a
pitch-black, tragicomic thriller about a poor but lov-
ing family scraping by in a crowded “semi-base-
ment” apartment on a grubby side street in Seoul.
By chance, the family’s intelligent son lands a job
tutoring an upper-class teenage girl who lives in a
massive modernist mansion. This sudden and vivid
contrast in fortunes sets up the film’s nasty, near-
Gothic twists and turns (none of which should be
spoiled). 131 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Playing With Fire
Wrestlin’ thespian John Cena stars in this wacky
family comedy about a crew of rugged, manly, mus-
clebound firefighters who rescue three rambunc-
tious kids from a major California wildfire only to
end up having to take care of them in the firehouse.
Hijinks ensue! Fans of comedy involving people get-
ting bonked on the head, falling on their buttocks or

otherwise engaging in the time-honored tradition of
pratfalls will certainly laugh their guts out with this
one. (Also poop and fart jokes. So many poop and
fart jokes.) 96 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Cotton-
wood Stadium 16)

Playmobil: The Movie
Warner Bros. made a lot of money on The LEGO
Movie, so it was only a matter of time before the toy
line’s less popular German equivalent jumped in
with its own CGI spin-off. In it, two orphaned kids
find themselves transported into a tiny Playmobil
playset world come to life. Daniel Radcliffe, Jim
Gaffigan, Adam Lambert, Kenan Thompson and
Meghan Trainor provide voices for the various toys
(everything from pirates to robots to Vikings to
super spies). Honestly, it’s as bland and derivative
as it sounds. 99 minutes. (Century 14 Downtown,
Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Queen & Slim
A young guy on the make (Daniel Kaluuya, Get Out)
and a self-serious lawyer (Jodie Turner-Smith,
“Nightflyers”) meet on a Tinder date but hit it off
horribly. As he takes her home, however, the two run
afoul of a belligerent cop. The traffic stop goes from
bad to deadly when the officer pulls his gun. “Slim”
acts in self defense, saving “Queen”—but killing the
officer. Suddenly these two unwitting fugitives, who
more or less hate one another, are forced to em-
bark on a cross-country Thelma & Louise-style flight
in a vintage turquoise Pontiac Catalina. R. (Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge)

Waves
Reviewed this issue. 135 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Zombieland: Double Tap
Since 2008’s cult hit Zombieland, writers Rhett
Reese and Paul Wernick have gone on to pen the
popular Deadpool series. Now they reunite with di-
rector Ruben Fleischer in this much-anticipated se-
quel. Zombie apocalypse survivors Columbus,
Tallahassee, Wichita and Little Rock (Jesse Eisen-
berg, Woody Harrelson, Emma Stone and Abigail
Breslin) return, facing off against some frighteningly

evolved zombies with the help of some new addi-
tions (Zoey Deutch, Rosario Dawson). 99 minutes.
R. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Cottonwood
Stadium 16)

SECOND RUN

Abominable
DreamWorks Animation (HShrek, Kung Fu Panda)
returns with a cuddly, kid-centric fable about a
Shanghai teen who encounters a runaway yeti on
the roof of her apartment and vows to return the
magical furry fellow to his home atop Mount Ever-
est. 97 minutes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)

The Addams Family
Charles Addams’ enduringly ghoulish cartoon char-
acters return (appropriately enough) in computer-
animated form. The all-star voice cast includes
Oscar Isaac (Gomez), Charlize Theron (Morticia),
Chloë Grace Moretz (Wednesday), Finn Wolfhard
(Pugsley), Nick Kroll (Uncle Fester), Bette Midler
(Grandma) and Snoop Dogg (Cousin Itt)—all of
whom do right by their characters. If only the dull
story weren’t so bogged down in kiddy film moraliz-
ing. 87 minutes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Arctic Dogs
Jeremy Renner, Anjelica Huston, James Franco, Alec
Baldwin, John Cleese and Heidi Klum provide voices
(eh, it pays the bills) for this computer-animated
Canadian cartoon about a fox who works for a
package delivery service and stumbles across the
secret lair of an evil walrus who wants to melt the
Arctic. 93 minutes. PG. (Movies West)

Countdown
A smartphone app predicts people’s deaths in this
bargain bin variation on Final Destination/One
Missed Call/The Ring. 90 minutes. PG-13. (Movies
8, Movies West)

Gemini Man
Evil scientists clone an over-the-hill hitman (Will
Smith), and he’s obliged to do battle with his
younger replacement (Will Smith, but CGI). Ang Lee
(The Life of Pi, Brokeback Mountain) directs, for
some reason. 117 minutes. PG-13. (Movies 8,
Movies West)

Hustlers
Jennifer Lopez, Constance Wu, Julia Stiles, Keke
Palmer, Cardi B and Lizzo play a group of strippers
in NYC who decide to embezzle money from the
stock traders and CEOs who visit their club during
the late-2000s financial crisis. 109 minutes. R.
(Movies 8)

Motherless Brooklyn
Jonathan Lethem’s award-winning 1999 detective
novel finally gets a cinematic adaptation, courtesy
of star/director Edward Norton. Set against a back-
drop of 1950s New York City, a lonely private detec-
tive with Tourette syndrome (Norton) tries to solve
the murder of his mentor and only friend. Bruce
Willis, Willem Dafoe, Gugu Mbatha-Raw, Alec Bald-
win and Leslie Mann round out the impressive cast
of this unconventional (and incredibly complicated)
film noir. 144 minutes. R. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Rambo: Last Blood
Seems that ass-kicking Vietnam vet John Rambo
(73-year-old Sylvester Stallone) has retired to the
nice, quiet life on a rural Southwestern ranch. Un-
fortunately (and somewhat inevitably), members of
an evil Mexican drug cartel kidnaps his young
niece. Silly drug cartel. 89 minutes. R. (Movies
West)

Terminator: Dark Fate
James Cameron returns as producer (but not as di-
rector or screenwriter) for this sci-fi sequel, which
ignores the last few Terminator films and functions
as a direct sequel to 1991’s Terminator 2: Judg-
ment Day. Seems that the apocalyptic Judgment
Day was merely postponed, forcing waitress-turned-
asskicker Sarah Connor (Linda Hamilton) to come
out of hiding to protect some new target from exe-
cution at the hands of killer robots from the future.
This time around she’s got help in the form of the
latest human/Terminator hybid (Mackenzie Davis
from “Halt and Catch Fire”) and an old frenemy
(Arnold Schwarzenegger). 128 minutes. R. (Movies
8, Movies West)

En Brazos de un Asesino
Victor (Cuban actor William Levy, who cowrote this
action flick) is evidently “one of the world’s most
handsome men.” But he has a deep secret. He’s a
cold-blooded hitman! He has a change of heart,
though, when the unwilling mistress of a brutal Do-
minican drug lord stows away in his car. Ooh, gun-
play and romance? Muy caliente. In Spanish with
English subtitles. 106 minutes. R. (Century Rio)

Ford v Ferrari
James Mangold (Walk the Line, Logan) directs this
historical biopic about the time legendary American
car designer Carroll Shelby (Matt Damon) and infa-
mous English race car racer Ken Miles (Christian
Bale) took on the seemingly impossible task of try-
ing to build a vehicle fast enough to beat iconic
Italian sports car manufacturer Ferrari at 24 Hours
of Le Mans in 1966. 152 minutes. PG-13. (Century
14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Flix
Brewhouse, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High Ridge)

Frozen II
Disney’s 2013 smash animated hit gets the in-
evitable sequel. This time around Anna (Kristen
Bell), Elsa (Idina Menzel), Kristoff (Jonathan Groff)
and Olaf (Josh Gad) must leave the kingdom of
Arendelle to travel to an ancient, autumn-bound for-
est and discover the origin of Elsa’s mysterious
powers—and, you know, save the kingdom. 103
minutes. PG. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, Flix Brewhouse, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

The Good Liar
Sir Ian McKellen stars as a heartless elderly con
artist who can hardly believe his luck when he
meets a wealthy widower (Helen Mirren) online. But
our protagonist’s dastardly plan starts to fall apart
when he finds himself caring about his mark—who
may be significantly less helpless than she ap-
pears. There’s a comfortable pleasure in seeing
McKellen and Mirren’s first onscreen team-up. But
the film’s countless twists and turns are too tame
and tidy to elicit many thrills. 109 minutes. R. (Cen-
tury Rio)

Harriet
Historical hero Harriet Tubman finally gets the long-
overdue biopic treatment, courtesy of filmmaker
Kasi Lemmons (Eve’s Bayou, The Caveman’s Valen-
tine, Black Nativity). Cynthia Erivo (Bad Times at the
El Royale) stars as the extraordinary woman whose
escape from slavery in the American South laid the
tracks for the Underground Railroad, which allowed
hundreds of slaves to make the perilous journey to
freedom in the North. 125 minutes. PG-13. (Cen-
tury 14 Downtown)

Honey Boy
Occasionally tiresome indie actor Shia LaBeouf
wrote this autobiographical drama about a hot-
headed young actor (Lucas Hedges from Manches-
ter By the Sea and Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri) sent to rehab after a DUI arrest.
There, he pauses to reflect on his stormy childhood
under the thumb of a ne’er-do-well father with men-
tal health issues. LeBeouf plays the father—that is
to say, his own thinly disguised father—which is
enough to make audiences wonder if this is a con-
ventional indie drama or a form of art therapy for its
creator. 94 minutes. R. (Century Rio)

Jojo Rabbit
Taiki Waititi (What We Do In the Shadows, Thor:
Ragnarok) writes, directs and stars (as Adolf Hitler)
in this irreverent, occasionally surreal and surpris-
ingly big-hearted dramedy. Our titular Jojo (Roman
Griffin Davis) is an undersized German kid who
wants desperately to be a good Nazi. Unfortunately,
he’s way too sensitive and kindhearted. But that
doesn’t stop him from having conversations with his
imaginary childhood friend Hitler (Waititi). But when
Jojo finds a young Jewish girl hidden in the attic by
his concerned mother (Scarlett Johansson), he ex-
periences a crisis of dogma (and grows up just a lit-
tle). This is a tough tonal balancing act, and Waititi
nails both the silly satire and the painful drama—
even if the story is ultimately a slight one. Reviewed
in v28 i44. 108 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14
Downtown)
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yours for $25
$50 Catering Certificates

Mantis Kung Fu
Academy

6910-D Montgomery Blvd.

(505) 350-1161

 A Celebration of Love 
Wedding Chapel
106 Wellesley SE

(505) 243-LOVE (5683)

Bhava Yoga Studio
520 Central Ave SE, Ste. A 

(505) 842-1080
BhavaYogaStudio.com

The Evolution of Comedy: 
Ian Harris & Ron Swallow 
at Aux Dog Theater, Dec. 14

 (505) 596-0607 

$15 Tickets
yours for $7.50

$100 Certificates
yours for $25

$10 Voucher

Al’s Beads & Silver
2119 San Mateo NE

(505) 379-0649

$18 Certificates

yours for $9
$10 Certificate 
yours for $2.50

yours for $2.50 yours for $10

Rio Bravo Brewing
1912 Second St. NW

riobravobrewing.com

(505) 900-3909

$20 Certificates

 2nd to Sun 
My CBD Shop

7900 San Pedro NE, Ste. 04

(505) 856-2600

$25 Voucher
yours for $12.50

La Luna Bakery & Cafe
Nob Hill Location

3500 Central Ave SE Ste. 1

(505) 588-2860



SONIC REDUCER
BY AUGUST MARCH

Angela Stretch
lunch lady and the vanilla drill
(Self-released)

Is everyone in the
Albuquerque music scene
that developed after the
formation of the Martian
Funk Ensemble in 1979
secretly but surely
influenced by the sounds

and recording techniques pioneered by OG
Burque rockers like Manny Rettinger and Carl
Petersen? This record says yes—even 40 years
later—although, like much else that leaks out of
the scene’s edge, this record could have come
about through repeated listening to Captain
Beefheart and His Magic Band, too. Stretch’s
work is wispy, quirky, faraway and loaded with
guitar tunings and harmonics that defy gravity
while embracing a sort of dissonance and
laidback lo-fi fiddling about that would make
Robert Pollard proud. It all gets remarkably
intense and totally far-out on work like “my
body is trapped in a spreadsheet but my mind is
free” and “hot mess express table for one.”

The Ordinary Things
Stories
(Empty House Studio)

Meanwhile, back in rocanrol-
landia, The Ordinary Things
are making music that rocks.
Self-characterized as an
indie music trio—who must
remain anonymous for the
purposes of this interview

because their names aren’t easily extractable
from the interwebz—The Ordinary things have
been recorded by Burque music master Matthew
Tobias, resulting in a record that sounds as clear
as a bell. The sound is spare but emphatic, with
trebly vocals and a crispness that communicates
ennui and anxiety with aplomb. Second track
“Don’t Drift Away” is just like that and is
followed by a tune that gives the lead vocalist
plenty of room to stretch her songwriting skills
with methodical, melodic storytelling. There’s
just a touch of twang in these proceedings, by
the way, and it works its way into full bloom on
shoegazing glory on tracks 9 and 10, “Swim In
The Stars” and “I Am The Space.”

Stephen Siegrist
Hex
(Self-released)

The twang gets all mythically
serious, though, on this this
week’s third album for
review, a little nugget of
hellishly heavenly
concoctions by local singer-
songwriter Stephen Siegrist.

As dark and troubling as you want to be, with
vocals so focused they seem to come from a
megaphone tumbling away in a black universe of
restless emotion—the lyrics “playing hide and
seek with Jesus on the car radio” is just dang
perfect if you want to know—Siegrist
immediately dives deep, resulting in a piece of
work that, like a strong cup of coffee, is good to
the last damn drop. Tuneage like “Esmeralda”
and “Heartbreaking Rose” say it all with a rusty
and somewhat disturbing passion that will have
listeners reaching for the replay button while
they warm that coffee up with more than few
drops of tear-laden whiskey. a
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Existing on Stars
The miracle of shows

Christmas music until your head is filled with
so many earworms disguised as sugar plums that
you may not fall asleep before Santa’s arrival on
the morning of Dec. 25. While you’re waiting
for the big payoff, check out a Christmas
concert by country music hitmakers Phil
Vassar and Lonestar at The Showroom at
Isleta Casino (11000 Broadway Blvd. SE) on
Friday, Dec. 13. These Nashville cats are sure
to fill your stockings with sensational seasonal
sounds. 8pm • $25 to $45 • 21+.

Saturday and Sunday
On Saturday, Dec. 14 and Sunday, Dec. 15, the
New Mexico Philharmonic Orchestra—under
the baton of local master David Felberg and in
conjunction with the Sandia Presbyterian
Church Chancel Choir and Coro Lux Chamber
Chorus—presents a set of seasonal sacred music
concerts comprised of Handel’s Messiah at
Immanuel Presbyterian Church (114 Carlisle
Blvd. NE) on Friday and Sandia Presbyterian
Church (10704 Paseo Del Norte NE) on
Saturday. George Fredric Handel’s masterwork
comprises a narrative telling of the nativity of
Christ that follows his life and redemptive
Spirit. The “Hallelujah Chorus” remains one of
the season’s definitive statements of faith and
this production of the Enlightenment-era
baroque oratorio will be a transcendent tour de
force according to sources at the Philharmonic.
Show up with a song in your heart and depart
with the spirit in there, too. 7:30pm Saturday;
3pm Sunday • $25 to $55 • 12+.

Sunday
Winter is coming. That’s not only a fact, Jack,
but also the name of the locally made, song-
soaked pop-punk and emo gig that’s due to hit
Launchpad (618 Central Ave. SW) on Sunday,
Dec. 15. The bands for this big, badass and
substantially revelatory rock show include local
pop-punk players Blow Up the Neigborhood.
The band, featuring the smokin’ vocals of Dylan
Ferrell, won this year’s Best of Burque Music Best
Stage Presence Award and will rock the brains
outta your skull with their heat-blasted version of
“Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood.” Also on the bill:
Almost Always Never, Bubblegum Love
Crush, Playing For You and The Lost Remotes.
Rock and roll never sounded so wholesome, eh
kidz? 5pm • $10 to $12 • 13+. a

BY AUGUST MARCH

“A
ll we got to do is get a little faith in you/
Woah, I’ve been so many places I’ve seen
some things (yes I have)/ I know that

love is the answer (yes it is)/ Keeps holding this
world together (oh yeah)/ Ain’t nothing better?
Ain’t nothing better? (Nothing’s better!)/ And
all the answers to our prayers/ Hell, it’s the same
everywhere.”—Jefferson Starship, “Miracles.”

When an airplane transforms into a
starship, watch out! Miracles can and will
happen. Maybe such mystical phenomena are
even encouraged by the season; all sorts of
things can happen in the brief days before
winter when nighttime comes on quick and the
dancing that follows is bright and bountiful.

Music can probably push that proclivity
along. With mere days before the sun of the
Winter Solstice is ignited, it’s quite possible
that one can pursue, encourage and bring to
life all sorts of miraculous musical moments.

Let’s take a look at those forces behind the
power. Better yet, just show up; the sound and
the scene will do the rest.

Thursday
This morning while writing this, our music
reporter heard the song “Zoot Suit Riot” by
Cherry Poppin’ Daddies (yes, fellow rockers,
that was the name of an LA rockabilly band
back in the day) and it reminded him that
there used to be quite a swinging—
metaphorically speaking, of course—rockabilly,
swing and ska scene right here in the Burkes.
Bands like the Big Spank come to mind, but
more on that next week. In the meantime, we
present what’s on offer at Launchpad (618
Central Ave. SW) on Thursday, Dec. 12.
Degenerated, a psychobilly outfit from
Germany, headlines a foot-stomping bill that
also includes legendary Colombian rockabilly
guitarist Phil Rocker as well as Santa Fe’s DK
& the Affordables. Rawk! 9pm • $10 • 21+.

Friday
You know, it’s quite all right to give into some of
your holiday desires. No, don’t eat that entire
plate of fudge; there are other officemates who
may find such behavior to be just the other side
of horrible. On the other hand, it’s perfectly
fine—and quite proper, too—to listen to

Outpost

Blow Up The Neighborhood COURTESY OF THE ARTIST



problem. He is no worse for wear and tear,
though, and wears his 68 years well, with a
rosy complextion and curious demeanor that
suggests much more to come from one of
Burque’s OG music masters.

As Mr. March previously mentioned,
Weekly Alibi had the honor of chatting with
Rettinger over coffee. Here are some of the
things he told us about music and art and life.

Weekly Alibi: Manny, who are you really?

Manny Rettinger: I’ve been the sound
engineer at the Music Department for about
22 years. But I also taught a lot of classes. I
taught a class on the Chuppers, my electronic
ensemble. Oh, and I was in some local bands,
too.

Tell me more about the Chuppers, please.

I’m still really into the Chuppers now. I’m
building all these weird instruments out of
junk. For instance, I’m using the old horns
from ancient turntables and record players to
send sound to other sources for processing
and it’s all improvised. The students of these
instruments learn music and electronics as
part of the process. They put it together; what
it is is more like improvising with sound, you
can’t really play [exact] notes. It’s not really
like noise music. It’s really related to a lot of
what one might hear on Bitches Brew [by
Miles Davis]. I was really surprised because a
lot of my students hadn’t even heard of that
work. I’m also putting the Martian Funk

MUSIC | MUSIC INTERVIEW 

On a side note, I was looking for a picture

of Patti Pierson, a local flautist who died

in an auto accident in the Jemez in 1992

and I found it in a story about the CSW

performance series, next to an article by

Robert Masterson on a KISS concert he

attended!

The Conceptions Southwest series was really a
big deal. Also the Albuquerque United Artists
show at Meridian Gallery, they held 3 week
festivals up and down Central back in the day.
Those were memorable. There were a lot of
outlets for avant-garde visual arts and musical
arts back then. That’s not so much the case now.

How has the arts and music scene changed

in 40 years?

I think a lot of the people that were doing it
back then left. But that’s when that stuff
ended, the first phase ended when people like
Tim and Ray left. Dwight Loop was doing a lot
of electronic music and then he left for years.

So is your plan to revitalize the sort of art

and music movement that you

engendered here in The Duke City?

To me, what I’m doing is just bringing back all
the stuff I was working on. What I want to do
is play more guitar. The stuff that Martian
Funk did way back in the day could be done
with Chuppers. There aren’t that many players
in my generation who are still that active.
Pedro Hernandez from Caribe is going to be
playing with the group, for instance. We’re all
going to play on Jan. 26 at Keller Hall. Dwight
is coming down from Santa Fe to play. Ray
Gutierrez from Allucaneat is going to be there,
too. A bunch of my past students will be
joining us onstage, too. I taught that class for
10 years.

Some say the UNM Music Department has

deep roots in the experimental work of

people like John Donald Robb and Manny

Rettinger. Discuss.

I have Dean Robb’s Moog synthesizer sitting in
my office studio. I renovated that Moog.

What would you tell our readers who may

want to pursue a life in music, much like

yourself?

For one thing, I would tell them that you are
going to grow old. I always wanted to be old. I
thought, the older I am, the more I’d be able
to practice. But when I started the job at
UNM, I stopped playing the guitar for 16
years. I didn’t even pick it up. I didn’t start
again until after the Chuppers came into
existence. I slowly realized that I want to do
this and I did it. I’ve got hours’ worth of stuff
on the Chupper’s Bandcamp page. It’s really
meditative and it was all recorded live. When
I got out of the hospital, I spent six months
recuperating and listening to this Chupper
stuff. That got my brain back on track and
now I’m ready for the next movement. a

Ensemble back together, where I play guitar.
We have people like me playing while the
chuppers provide accompaniment. What that
really is, is like a totally free form of
improvisation. Each player plays their
instrument and they also have a Chupper.

Refresh my memory. Martian Funk

Ensemble is a band you formed back in

the late ’70s, que no?

It was more like the ’80s. Carl Petersen was in
that band, everyone was in that band.
Zimbabwe [a local reggae musician], Tom
Guralnick, Tim Shellenbaum, they were all in
that band.

Shellenbaum and others went on to have
big city careers, if I remember correctly. Tim
went to New York and worked with people
like Glenn Branca. Wasn’t Ray Abeyta—who
became a notable painter—part of that
group?

That was Bill’s Friends, a band that Robert
Masterson and Judson Frondorf worked with.
We all worked together and we worked on
the Conceptions Southwest [UNM’s literary
magazine] performance project. Since Tim
passed away this summer, I’ve been going
through all these cassettes that we recorded, I
found a bunch of them. Peggy Hessing [from
KUNM and the City of Albuquerque] helped
me with them. I’m transferring them to a
digital format as part of his memorial. But the
thing that really shocked me was that many
of those entire concerts were broadcast live
on KUNM. They don’t do that anymore.

There are a couple of shows that feature

live performances.

But they don’t broadcast concerts anymore. I
was the music editor for Conceptions
Southwest. We started a performance series in
1981.

Chuppers Come Out and Play
Hanging with Manny Rettinger

The Last Chuppers, a performance

by Manny Rettinger

Keller Recital Hall, UNM Fine Arts Center

Sunday, Jan. 26, 2020 • 4pm • Free

thechuppersmartianfunkensemble.bandcamp.com

BY AUGUST MARCH

O
n Tuesday, Dec. 10, August March spent

the morning talking shop with legendary

local recordist, guitarist and musical

miracle worker Manny Rettinger.
In case you want to know, March prefaced

his introduction, Rettinger was one of the
parties responsible for engendering, launching
and growing the folk and punk music scenes
here in Albuquerque in the late ’70s and
continuing through the present day, when his
recordings of local bands like 5 Star Motelles
(featuring a stellar line-up of this town’s best
women rockers) and work with experimental
instruments that he call “chuppers” gained the
attention of music mavens all over the world.

For the past 22 years, Rettinger has been
the sound engineer at the Department of
Music at the University of New Mexico. In
that position, he made live concert recordings
of some of the most famous names in art music
and chamber performance. He plans to retire
at the end of this year.

But his first love has always been that type
of music governed by stark and intensely
dissonant innovators like Miles Davis and
Captain Beefheart and His Magic Band.
Rettinger told Weekly Alibi that he practically
gave up playing the guitar while working in
the world of classical music. But now that he’s
about to finish with that, he’s more than ready
to re-enter the rock and jazz arenas.

Rettinger played in super-important and
influential end of ’70s bands here in
Albuquerque, at a time when young locals like
him were working overtime to displace and
deconstruct the plethora of cover bands that
dominated with a new and untamed sound.

Bands like Bill’s Friends, Martian Funk
Ensemble and Animal Opera come to mind as
the forces behind this none to friendly
takeover that soon gave rise to more punk
bands and an emphasis on the music being
made in the UNM and Downtown areas.
Jerry’s Kidz and Cracks in the Sidewalk soon
followed in Rettinger’s footsteps.

With all that local cred, he went on to
form Ubik Sound, one of the first local record
labels dedicated to folk and punk rock from
New Mexico. Recordings from Cleofes Ortiz,
Arroyo Seco, The Ant Farmers, Cracks in the
Sidewalk and Allucaneat followed.

In 1997, Rettinger moved to UNM, where
he came up with the idea for Chuppers,
musical contraptions made from discarded
instruments and electronics that are both
sculptural and musical. The sound engineer
created symphonies and improvisational
concerts for these amazing sound devices,
which he named after a type of genetic
throwback found in the pages of a Philip K.
Dick short story.

In 2016, Rettinger suffered a life-
threatening subdural hematoma in his skull
and had to have brain surgery to correct the
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A
CBD store owner in Iowa was arrested for

selling controlled substances last week,

highlighting continuing issues with

the legal status of CBD-infused health

products.
According to KCCI in Des Moines,

Iowa, police arrested Lacie Navin at the
Your CBD Store in Ankeny after
receiving a complaint that the shop
was selling contraband—namely
CBD oil. Navin was charged with
multiple felony crimes, including
controlled substance violations and
unlawful tax stamp violations.

“But CBD is legal,” you
might be saying right about now.
Well, not exactly.

The 2018 Farm Bill legalized
hemp by differentiating it from
cannabis and removing it from the
list of controlled substances. But
this didn’t legalize hemp-derived
CBD, as many lawmakers expected,
because the compound is the active
ingredient in Epidiolex, a
pharmaceutical drug used to
treat certain rare forms of
epilepsy in children. By
law, any compound used as
an active ingredient in a
pharmaceutical is barred from
being sold in over-the-counter
remedies, food products or
supplements. That means the only
CBD-infused products that are still
legal to sell are topicals—lotions,
creams and gels not meant for
consumption.

But this hasn’t stopped a gray
market from popping up all over the
US. Here in Albuquerque, it seems like
every shopping center has its own CBD store,
and you’re likely to find the contraband being
sold in head shops, vitamin and health stores
and even gas stations. The fact that CBD is
non-psychoactive compounded by the
overwhelming love that Americans have
shown for this compound has put law
enforcement officials in a weird spot.

A few weeks ago, the federal Food and
Drug Administration warned a handful of
companies to stop making unsubstantiated
health claims about their products or suffer
being shut down. Generally, this seems to be
the extent of threats made against CBD stores.
As long as companies refrain from making any
explicit claims on their packaging, the
authorities have been content to look the
other way.

So what crawled up the ass of Iowa’s law
enforcement machine and made it arrest this
woman? According to what Polk County Sgt.
Heath Osberg told reporters: “Any part of
marijuana, whether it’s oils or THC or a
mixture of the plant itself, any of those is
considered marijuana,” Osberg said. “In the
state of Iowa, marijuana is illegal.”
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CBD: Steaming Hot Contraband
Iowa ups the ante on selling CBD

It seems like a strange spot to raise up a
cross and hop up, though. I’m not sure what
point the Polk County police were trying to
make, but they’re dead serious. While Navin
was the only arrest (or should I say “the
first”?), undercover cops reportedly warned a
number of stores in the area to pull CBD
products off their shelves or suffer a similar
fate. So it seems like Navin’s arrest might have
been a warning, itself. As to the motivation
behind choosing her as the target, I’d nudge
the reader toward the handful of local news
articles mentioning her by name earlier this
year that also happen to mention the illegal
status of the compound. If I was a betting man,
I’d guess there was some retribution peppered
into that warning.

In any case, Iowa appears determined
to shoo away prospective residents. I doubt

too many people will cry over it. The real
worry is that other states will follow suit.

USDA Rushes Hemp

Rules
Speaking of hemp-related
regulations: The USDA has
been pushing ahead with
hemp production regulations,
and a federal watchdog group

says expediency is key.
Marijuana Moment reports

that the Government
Accountability Office (GAO)

recently released its assessment of the
USDA’s rulemaking process while the
department rushed to come up with a final
rule on hemp regulation. The department
posted the rule on Oct. 31, and opened it

up for a public comment period that ends
Dec. 31.

The GAO assessment found that the
USDA’s method for arriving at its rule
followed proper protocol and agreed with the
agency that the usual practice of waiting 60
days to enact a new rule should be waived
unless there’s “good cause that delay is
impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary to the
public interest.”

According to the USDA, it’s practical to
rush the rule for four reasons: Congress
intended hemp to be legalized quickly,
numerous stakeholders required critical
guidance, the department had collected
enough public comments and there is “public
interest in expediting the ability of the
nation’s farmers to enter the new agricultural
market presented by hemp.”

The final rule will allow the USDA to
approve hemp production plans submitted by
states and Native tribes (like the one Iowa is
apparently itching to get approved) and
establishes guidelines for testing THC,
licensing rules, locating lands where hemp can
be grown, disposing of plants that fail to meet
requirements and ensuring compliance. a

It seems Your CBD Store was one of 15

companies to receive a warning letter from

the FDA on Nov. 22. The letter said they

were selling unapproved and misbranded

drugs for people and animals. But the Iowa

Attorney General’s Office said that while it

was aware of the warning, it hadn’t forwarded

the notification to any other agencies in the

state.

It’s interesting that he chose to use the

word “marijuana.” Navin owned three

franchises of the national Your CBD Store

chain. According to the company’s site, all of

its products are hemp derived. This raises the

question of whether Navin was selling

products that were known to be sourced from

“cannabis,” as the sergeant’s comments seem

to indicate. This is most likely not the case,

but even hemp might still be technically

illegal until the US Department of

Agriculture approves Iowa’s hemp plan.

STRAIN CORNER
BY EDWARD BARRETT

Secret Formula #2 at PurLife
There are times in life when we get tired of the
daily routine of home and work. Sometimes we
need a little intrigue in our lives to spice things
up. Film noir and detective thrillers add
conspiracy and excitement to otherwise
mundane settings and existences—this is what
can make them so compelling. While doing
some shopping along Menaul Boulevard one
day, I stopped in at the PurLife (3821 Menaul
Blvd. NE, Ste. F) dispensary to check some of
their stuff out. When I saw the high potency
strain mysteriously named Secret Formula #2
(THC: 22.87%, CBD: 0.10%—$11.12/gram), I
felt I had to give it a closer inspection.

The budtender noted that this was a hybrid
cross between some indica heavy-hitters. The
nuggets were very dense and had vivid bright
green shades along with the usual darker
evergreen-colored leaves. The intermittently
dispersed hairs of this flower had a fine golden
to orange hue to them. The odor emanating
from the thick buds was surprisingly tamer
than one would imagine. There was a very thin
herbal musk that revealed a cool and fresh
scent that was inexplicably watery. Oddly
odoriferous—was this the mystery behind the
name?

This was going to be a tough case to crack.
The smells that I picked up made me wonder
how smoking it would feel and taste. The
condensed chunks took a while to grind and
eventually light up, but once I did, I was
surprised by the bitter and harsh campfire
taste that I picked up. The smoke was very
heavy and thick, which made my throat hurt for
a bit after the session was over. But as the
bowl was dying down, the severity diminished
and began to have a more vegetal celery-like
tang. Peculiarly palatable—could this be the
mystery for this strain?

There was an immediate blissful feeling of
frenetic interest and stimulation associated
with my immediate surroundings. I was alert
and roused to complete tasks and physical
work, but there was a faint sensation of body
featheriness that eventually overpowered the
buzzy feelings. This didn’t happen for quite a
while, though. It was a perplexingly calm yet
energetic high. Weirdly wild effects—might this
explain what the secret could be?

This was quite a strong strain—both in the
harshness of the smoke and the intensity of
the effects. I found it to be very enjoyable, but
it might not be best for neophytes or those
who are prone to anxiety and overstimulation.
The sudden jolt and joy I received while
smoking this would be great for battling
depression and fatigue. I also noticed it helped
with some light stomachaches I had one day. 

Secret Formula #2 was an intensely
mysterious strain that surprised me on the first
run. With its odd smells and strange gradient of
tastes, this strain packed quite a potent punch
that I was never able to entirely figure out. For
those who can handle rough smoke and want a
little intrigue, be sure to give this strain a try.
Maybe someone else will be able to figure out
what the secret is … a
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): “Nobody knows really
what they’re doing,” says Aries comedian Conan
O’Brien. “And there are two ways to go with that
information,” he continues. “One is to be afraid, and the
other is to be liberated, and I choose to be liberated by
it.” I hope you’ll be inspired by O’Brien’s example in the
coming weeks, Aries. I suspect that if you shed your
worries about the uncertainty you feel, you’ll trigger an
influx of genius. Declaring your relaxed independence
from the temptation to be a know-it-all will bless you
with expansive new perspectives and freedom to move.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Creativity expert
Roger von Oech tells us, “Everyone has a ‘risk muscle.’
You keep it in shape by trying new things. If you don’t, it
atrophies. Make a point of using it at least once a day.”
Here’s what I’ll add to his advice. If your risk muscle is
flabby right now, the coming weeks will be an excellent
time to whip it into better shape. Start with small,
modest risks, and gradually work your way up to bigger
and braver ones. And what should you do if your risk
muscle is already well-toned? Dream and scheme about
embarking on a major, long-term venture that is the
robust embodiment of a smart gamble.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Many people engage in
laughably feeble attempts to appear witty by being
cynical—as if by exuding sardonic irony and sneering
pessimism they could prove their mettle as brilliant
observers of modern culture. An example is this lame
wisecrack from humorist David Sedaris: “If you’re
looking for sympathy you’ll find it between s—- and
syphilis in the dictionary.” I bring this to your attention
in the hope of coaxing you to avoid indulging in
gratuitous pessimism during the coming weeks. For the
sake of your good health, it’s important for you to be as
open-minded and generous-spirited as possible. And
besides that, pessimism will be unwarranted.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): “You can shop online
and find whatever you’re looking for,” writes pundit
Paul Krugman, “but bookstores are where you find
what you weren’t looking for.” That’s a good principle to
apply in every area of your life. It’s always smart to
know exactly what you need and want, but
sometimes—like now—it’s important that you put
yourself in position to encounter what you need and
want but don’t realize that you need and want.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Bachianas Brasileiras is a
nine-part piece of music that blends Brazilian folk music
with the compositional style of Johann Sebastian Bach.
The poet Anne Sexton relied on it, letting it re-play
ceaselessly during her long writing sessions. My painter
friend Robin sometimes follows a similar method with
Leonard Cohen’s album Ten New Songs, allowing it to
cycle for hours as she works on her latest masterpiece.
In accordance with astrological omens, I invite you to
select a new theme song or collection of theme songs
to inspire your intense efforts in behalf of your labors of
love in the coming weeks. It’s a favorable time to
explore the generative power of joyous, lyrical
obsession.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “I’ve spent my life
butting my head against other people’s lack of
imagination,” mourned Virgo musician Nick Cave, who’s
renowned for his original approach to his craft. I’m
bringing this to your attention because I suspect you
will be endowed with an extra fertile imagination in the
coming weeks. And I would hate for you to waste time
and energy trying to make full use of it in the presence
of influences that would resist and discourage you.
Therefore, I’ll cheer you on as you seek out people and
situations that enhance your freedom to express your
imagination in its expansive glory.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A scholar counted up
how often the Bible delivers the command “Fear not!”
and “Don’t be afraid!” and similar advice. The number
was 145. I don’t think that approach to regulating
behavior works very well. To be constantly thinking
about what you’re not supposed to do and say and
think about tends to strengthen and reinforce what
you’re not supposed to do and say and think about. I
prefer author Elizabeth Gilbert’s strategy. She writes, “I

don’t try to kill off my fear. I make all that space for it.
Heaps of space. I allow my fear to live and breathe and
stretch out its legs comfortably. It seems to me the less
I fight my fear, the less it fights back.” That’s the
method I recommend for you, Libra—especially in the
coming weeks.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Isaac Newton (1642–
1726) was one of history’s most influential scientists
and a key contributor to physics, astronomy,
mathematics, and optics. His mastery of the nuances of
human relationships was less developed, however. He
had one close friendship with a Swiss mathematician,
though he broke it off abruptly after four years. And his
biographers agree that he never had sex with another
person. What I find most curious, however, is the fact
that he refused to even meet the brilliant French
philosopher Voltaire, who reached out to him and asked
to get together. I trust you won’t do anything like that
in the coming weeks, Scorpio. In fact, I urge you to be
extra receptive to making new acquaintances,
accepting invitations, and expanding your circle of
influence.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): How did humans
figure out that a luxurious fabric could be made from
the cocoons of insect larvae? Ancient Chinese sage
Confucius told the following story. One day in 2460
B.C., 14-year-old Chinese princess Xi Ling Shi was
sitting under a mulberry tree sipping tea. A silk worm’s
cocoon fell off a branch and landed in her drink. She
was curious, not bothered. She unrolled the delicate
structure and got the idea of using the threads to
weave a fabric. The rest is history. I foresee a silk-
worm’s-cocoon-falling-in-your-cup-of-tea type of
event in your future, Sagittarius. Be alert for it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): “It is the soul’s duty
to be loyal to its own desires,” wrote Capricorn author
Rebecca West. “It must abandon itself to its master
passion.” That’s a high standard to live up to! But then
you Capricorns have substantial potential to do just
that: become the champions of devoting practical
commitment to righteous causes. With that in mind, I’ll
ask you: How are you doing in your work to embody the
ideal that Rebecca West articulated? Is your soul loyal
to its deepest desires? Has it abandoned itself to its
master passion? Take inventory—and make any
corrections, if necessary.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): I would never try to
talk you into downplaying or denying your suffering. I
would never try to convince you that the pain you have
experienced is mild or tolerable or eminently
manageable. Who among us has the wisdom to judge
the severity or intractability of anyone else’s
afflictions? Not I. But in the coming months, I will ask
you to consider the possibility that you have the
power—perhaps more than you realize—to diminish
your primal aches and angst. I will encourage you to
dream of healing yourself in ways that you have
previously imagined to be impossible.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “You owe it to us all to
get on with what you’re good at,” wrote Piscean poet
W. H. Auden. In other words, you have a responsibility
to develop your potential and figure out how to offer
your best gifts. It’s not just a selfish act for you to fulfill
your promise; it’s a generous act of service to your
fellow humans. So how are you doing with that
assignment, Pisces? According to my analysis, you
should be right in the middle of raising your efforts to a
higher octave; you should be discovering the key to
activating the next phase of your success—which also
happens to be the next phase of your ability to bestow
blessings on others.

HOMEWORK: RESOLVED: THE ANSWER TO A PRESSING
QUESTION WILL COME WITHIN 72 HOURS AFTER YOU

DO A RITUAL IN WHICH YOU ASK FOR CLARITY.
FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM. a

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.
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Legal Services

START BANKRUTPCY FOR $0.
Lawyer Advertisement. Stop
Wage Garnishment |
Eliminate Your Debts | 100%
Free Consultation – Hurry |
McCookLawFirm.com | (505)
600-2550

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS FOR $CASH$ &

FREE PICK-UP! Highest CASH
Prices Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips And FREE
Pick-UP! Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) & Make
Money Too! Call: 505-203-
6806

Announcements

MARIGOLD CAFE NOW OPEN!
Come down and check out
Marigold Cafe! We are a brand
new local restaurant here in
Albuquerque offering a fresh
twist on the cafe experience.
Come check us out! We are
located at 5161 Lang Ave NE
Suite C next to Cabela’s and
Restoration Pizza. Our hours
are 11-9 Monday-Saturday.
Visit our website
www.marigoldabq.com to learn
more about us!

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com classifieds@alibi.com

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

Employment

CAREGIVER Silver Lining
Services, LLC Albuquerque
Satellite Office 3250 Coors
Blvd NW Suite D Accepting
applications for A Personal

Care Services Caregiver in
Albuquerque and surrounding
area. Qualified candidates
must be genuinely interested
in helping people who are
elderly or who have disabilities

Apartments for Rent

LOW RATES! BRAND NEW
Fully Furnished Studio
Apartments – no credit check
& no lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

LOW RATES! LOW RATES!
Fully furnished studios. FREE
utilities. NO CREDIT CHECK.
Call now & move in today:
505-225-1216

NEWLY RENOVATED NEWLY
RENOVATED, furnished
studios. Laundry Onsite. Cable
& Utilities INCLUDED. Call
now: 505-226-6932

Rooms/Roommates

Northeast

FURNISHED ROOM
$350+1/3Utils,$250DD
Seeking clean, quiet person.
Large house: laundry,pool
table,hot tub. No pets,kids,
couples. msg@ 294-7209

of any kind. Complete an
application at 3250 Coors
Blvd NW Suite D. Silver Lining
Services, LLC is an equal
employment opportunity
employer.

FRESQUEZ COMPANIES Join
our team at Albuquerque
Sunport! Many positions to
choose from! Apply at
www.fresquezcompanies.com
then call 505.842.4292 to
schedule an interview. 

Computer/Software

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT
Expert Linux and Windows
software developer with 20+
years experience seeks side
gig. C, C#, Python, VBA and
more. 505.280.7692 or
codemaggot@gmail.com. 

BEARDED HANDSOME GUY

Was making nachos for my nephew. I turned as you

walked into the store. We made direct eye contact as you

walked in. You got in line. I couldnt help but stare due to

your well groomed beard given I am an pogonofile it drove

me crazy you seemed so perfect with your body type

beard and hair. 

I believe you wore a navy blue shirt and grey sweats. I

been looking for someone like you. I hope you are not

taken I must find you again I must know you.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where:  on 11/1/2019.

BAD RELIGION

I saw you at the Bad Religion concert looking stunning

dressed in black, with big beautiful eyes, and sitting with a

blond by the bar. You offered to buy me a drink and said

that I rescued you. We leaned into each other and had a

YOU WILL GET  RESULTS when
you place your classified ad in
the Weekly Alibi. Call 346-0660
ext. 221  today!

THE WEEKLY ALIBI

CLASSIFIEDS are a great deal!
Call 346-0660 ext. 221.

Body & Soul
Licensed Massage

MEZMERIZING MASSAGE BY
MISS VIKI Call 505-304-
4121 to schedule Appt. Lic#
1904

w
TANTRA MASSAGE &
TEACHING Give yourself

the powerful and beautiful gift
of Tantra massage and
teaching. I am a Certified

Tantra Educator/Professional
Massage Therapist Lic.#2788,
Reiki Healer and Life Coach.
Please call me for detailed
information and scheduling.
Namaste, Julianne ~ 505
920 3083

Metaphysical

EXPLORE YOURSELF! Learn
meditation, all levels
welcome, 35 years experience
???? Jed 914-882-2382

WEEKLY ALIBI HAS OVER
175,000 READERS, every
generation, from the Baby
Busters to the Baby Boomers.
Distributed throughout Abq, Rio

Rancho, Corrales, East
Mountain, Bernalillo, Placitas,
Santa Fe and Los Lunas. The
Alibi is available at restaurants,
grocery stores, college
campuses, select retailers and
various downtown locations.
Coverage includes politics,
humor, film, opinion, music, art
and the most comprehensive
entertainment guide in Nuevo
Mexico. ¡Arriba!

great conversation. The instant chemistry was magic.

Before we knew it the night was over and we went our

separate ways. Becca do you believe in fate? Is there any

chance I’ll get to see you again?

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: El Rey on 10/4/2019.

CUL8R?
I saw you at 50/50 around 11ish? We exchanged strange
but true stories of many things. You nicknamed me
moon. I came and went like the tide. Your smile is like the
northern lights next level french bread on the inside. We
are worthy of all the good and deserve so much. ABQ is
blessed to have us. I cant wait to see you again. We
haven’t went on one date, so it’s pretty weird for me to
write a song. Just want to say I think you’re great. If
you’re a melody I’d sing along.
I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: 50/50 on 9/11/2019.
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Across

1 “The Italian Job” actor ___

Def

4 “Birdman” actress Watts

9 Callow

14 Money used just before

the euro was introduced

15 Daily Planet reporter

Jimmy

16 Bassoon relatives

17 Decorations that may

change colors

19 Couldn’t avoid it

20 “What We Do in the

Shadows” nourishment

21 Parisian waters

23 Place a wager

24 Affirmative responses

25 Tourist draw with

seasonally changing colors

28 “Cosi fan ___” (Mozart

opera)

30 Purpose

31 Like early-in-the-year

forecasts, maybe

32 Words after “easy”

35 Channel where you could

clearly watch “Doctor Who”?

37 Mammals that completely

change color depending on

the time of year

40 New York county near

Pennsylvania

41 At a bargain

42 Insurance co. rep.

43 Pai ___ poker (casino

game)

45 Marketer of Nutrilite

vitamins

48 Lizards notable for

changing colors

52 Bed frame piece

54 Prefix with pod or cycle

55 Bowed, to a violist

56 Designer cologne since

1994

57 Other song on a 45

59 Color-changing jewelry

popular in the ‘70s

61 Peanut butter cup inventor

H.B.

62 “Take it back!”

63 Note after fa

64 “The defense ___”

65 Quizzes

66 ___ scale of one to ten

Down

1 Toast eponym

2 Cougar’s cousin

3 It starts with a few digits

filled in already

4 Domino’s ad character, once

5 “Solve for x” subj.

6 “Straight Outta Compton”

costar ___ Jackson Jr.

7 Something forged

8 Winterizes, in a way

9 Classic Japanese drama

10 Addis ___, Ethiopia

11 Flash drive or mouse, e.g.

12 Assistants for pet

projects?

13 That, in Lima

18 Reward poster subject,

perhaps

22 Super Bowl played at

Dolphin Stadium

25 Professionals’ charges

26 Prepare, as a mummy

27 Barrett once of Pink Floyd

29 Hauler’s charge

33 Non-slip bathroom surface

34 Hydroxide, e.g.

36 Cold beer, in dated slang

37 Do touristy stuff

38 Document certifiers

39 “Witness” actor Lukas

40 Tic-___-toe

44 Suffix with pay or Cray

46 King in “The Tempest”

47 Capital of Myanmar until

2006 (formerly known as

Rangoon)

49 In the ___ of (amongst)

50 “___, all ye faithful ...”

51 “High” times?

53 Company behind the

Cybertruck

56 Bulky old PC screens

57 “It’s cold!”

58 Suffix after employ

60 Part of e.g.?

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“Color Changers”—hue new?
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