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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to
letters@alibi.com. Letters can also be mailed to P.O. Box 81, Albuquerque, N.M., 87103.
Letters—including comments posted on alibi.com—may be published in any medium
and edited for length and clarity; owing to the volume of correspondence, we regrettably
can’t respond to every letter.
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Stay In Your Lane

Dear Editor,
We have had 10 crashes with ART

buses in less than three weeks since
the inception of the buses. [Editor’s
note: The crash tally is now 11.] In
each instance the driver who crashed
into an ART bus was clearly at fault as
evidenced by reports and videos. This
is absolutely ridiculous on the part of
the drivers who cause these 100-
percent avoidable accidents. We have
had the designated ART bus lanes for
more than a year although the service
started only on Nov. 30, 2019. Don’t
you think that would have been
enough time for drivers to
understand that they should stay out
of the designated bus lanes? Are these
drivers dumb enough to think that
they can overpower a multi-ton ART
bus? I don’t think the police should
wait until Jan. 1 to start ticketing and
fining these offenders. They should
start the process now. I also believe
that, in addition to any charges
brought against the offending drivers,
they should also be held liable for the
damage caused to the ART buses as a
result of the collisions they caused.
Srini Vasan PhD, LCSW (retired), UNM

Feed Your Head

Dear Editor,
Can we not see it?
Opinionated news befouls all

citizens, twisting reality with “facts”
that are not facts. The tortured logic
is presented as gospel truth in
emotional messages that destroy our
confidence in each other and the
institutions our fathers, their fathers
and their fathers before them built to
protect us from such abuse.

Studies have shown that
opinionated news, both liberal and
conservative, is saturated with
inaccuracies and blatant falsehoods.
That, coupled with the fact that 80
percent of the money we give to
support candidates is no longer used
to support them but [instead] to trash
opponents, eats at the heart of The
People’s ability to self-govern.

If there is no difference between
fact and fiction, there can be no
democracy. But 2 + 2 does = 4 and we

know it, so why behave like monkeys
on a rope?

We are organized and managed
through every dollar spent on
messaging that moves us emotionally
instead of intellectually.

We are learning to hate each other.
How could we, in the birthplace of
democracy and freedom, be so
willingly led to the slaughter by such
shameless political preaching when
the remedy sits right before us,
patiently waiting to hear us say
“enough” and begin to fight back?

It does not have to be this way—
and cannot be this way if our
experiment in self-governance is to
continue its success!

At votesmart.org, the tools are there
for The People to regain control and
take charge. It is right there in front of
us all, reality is there for the taking by
anyone with the will. Both the
technology and the data exist to put
reality back in play.

Every essential fact about
candidates for the presidency, the
Congress, governorships and even
state legislatures can be captured:
every biographical detail, every public
record, every vote, every issue position
stated, every public statement and
even every independent review by
every conceivable special interest is
gathered and easily searchable by any
citizen.

We only need the will to be the
boss, use the technology currently
available and make the facts easily
available to any citizen, right-wing or
left.

We are the employers and our job is
simply to do what was intended:
Ignore the self-serving nonsense and
take charge, just the way anyone would
hiring for any lesser position than
those applying to run our lives. a

Richard Kimball
Vote Smart President

Letters should be sent with the writer’s
name, address and daytime phone number

via email to letters@alibi.com. They can
also be faxed to (505) 346-0660. Letters
may be edited for length and clarity, and

may be published in any medium; we regret
that owing to the volume of correspondence
we cannot reply to every letter. Word count

limit for letters is 300 words.

LETTERS
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Dateline: New Jersey
A family received a special holiday note
this year that criticized their Christmas
lights display for not being festive enough.
Courier Post reports that the Beatty family
found the note on their front doorstep on
Christmas Eve. The note carried a header
proclaiming the “2019 S&V Awards.” The
note said it was evaluating the family’s
“Christmas efforts” and was signed by the
“S&V Panel.” It is unclear what the
abbreviation stands for. “To review,” they
wrote, “you have received this notice
because of Christmas Violation(s)
committed against the S&V Panel.”
According to the writers, the Beattys were
being chastised for their “lack of neat,
organized and/or classy Christmas lighting
and for displaying “light shows, projectors,
star lights and/or any other fake and lazy
Christmas decorations.” The family was
instructed to “reflect on your flaws this
offseason and correct them for next year.”
Along with the note, a box of white lights
had also been left by the panel. “It was the
rudest and most ignorant award from my
neighbors,” said Angela Beatty. “I’ve had
an awful year, so getting this letter hit a
nerve.” She said the family was recently
involved in a car accident, suffered the loss
of a pet and has been caring for an ailing
relative. Beatty said she was too depressed
to decorate this year.

Dateline: Arkansas
A 911 dispatcher who told a drowning
woman to “shut up” right before she died
has been cleared of all wrongdoing. New
York Daily News reports that Debbie Stevens
was delivering newspapers on Aug. 24
when flash flooding caused by torrential
rainfall swept her car into a flooded creek.
Stevens reportedly made two calls from
her cell phone before drowning. The first
was to her mother-in-law. The second was
to 911. Dispatcher Donna Reneau received
Stevens’ panicked call on what was
reportedly her last day at work after
previously turning in her two-week notice.
During the course of the 20-minute call—
which was made public—Reneau told
Stevens that her car had stopped running,
but her lights were still on inside the
vehicle. Stevens repeatedly said that she
was frightened and couldn’t swim. At one
point during the call, Reneau said, “Am I
not on the phone with you trying to get
you some help? So stop. You’re not going
to die. I don’t know why you’re freaking
out.” When asked when emergency
responders would arrive, the dispatcher
answered, “As soon as they get there.” At
one point during the call, Stevens told
Reneau that she could see people at a

nearby apartment building. “Don’t think
nobody’s just sitting there. They’re not
going to get themselves in danger because
you put yourself in danger … This will
teach you next time, don’t drive in the
water,” Reneau told Stevens. “I don’t see
how you didn’t see it. You had to go right
over it, so.” The call was disconnected at
5am, as Stevens was screaming that the
water was up to her neck. When rescuers
reached her car at 5:58am, they attempted
CPR, but she had drowned. According to
Newsweek, an investigation by the Fort
Smith Police Department concluded last
week that Reneau committed no
wrongdoing in how she dispatched first
responders. “She regretted telling her she
was not going to die most of all, but she
also regretted not being more kind and
understanding,” the report stated.
“Reneau said she realized she should not
have said some of the things she did but
much of it was necessary to get Debbie’s
attention so that she could get important
information from her.” Investigators also
found that although the dispatcher acted
rudely, she bumped the call up in order of
importance after receiving it.

Dateline: Spain
A Spanish TV reporter quit her job live on
air after mistakenly thinking she’d won a
lottery jackpot. According to Sky News,
Natalia Escudero, a reporter for public
broadcaster RTVE in Spain, screamed and
jumped up and down while on live
television after she was announced the
winner of the Spanish lottery. “I’m not
coming to work tomorrow!” she repeatedly
yelled into the camera. The Spanish
lottery is one of the largest in the world.
This year’s total prize pot equaled €2.24
billion. Escudero’s celebrating was cut
short, however, when she realized that she
hadn’t won the entire jackpot. A number
of other winners were also announced, and
it was revealed that she had only won
about €5,000 ($5,539). Escudero
apologised for her initial reaction on
Twitter. She said she hadn’t meant to
mislead viewers and that she’d been going
through a “difficult” time. It’s unclear if
she is still employed at RTVE.

Dateline: United Kingdom
A British company has developed slanted
toilets to discourage workers from taking
long restroom breaks. According to The
Guardian, startup company StandardToilet
estimates that nearly £4 billion is lost every
year in England due to employees using
the restroom. The company is now
offering a toilet seat that forces users to sit
at a 13 degree angle—the optimal angle to
cause discomfort without also causing
lasting pain. According to Standard Toilet,
employees spend an average of 10 minutes
on the toilet every day. They claim that
their product can reduce that time by 25
percent.The toilets cost £150 to £500
($196 to $654). a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird

news to josh@alibi.com.
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News Lab 2020
The crime, the police, the solutions

contributed massively to the problem as
well. When Schultz unceremoniously left the
force in 2005—just as attention from the
DOJ grew to workable proportions—Mayor
Berry told the press that the chief wasn’t
really “running away.”

That situation has been somewhat
ameliorated—not only by a Department of
Justice investigation and settlement
agreement but by the election of a
progressive municipal government intent on
raising officer numbers and reinstituting
community policing—while recognizing the
importance of a respected police force and
working on the underlying problems that
cause crime.

Blaming the mayor for a problem that he
inherited—and making his reelection in two
years contingent on solving that deeply
rooted issue—is a position that can only be
adhered to while the important historical
facts are withheld.

The New DOJ
Though we are in agreement that

lowering the crime rate in Burque is a
priority that must continue to be
addressed—possibly for the next decade—
we are duly concerned about US Attorney
General William P. Barr’s recent entrada into
the foray.

Barr recently spoke at a press conference
here and sent one of his agents here a
couple weeks ago for yet another press
conference. Barr characterized our city’s
crime problem as “stubbornly high.” He
also said the local police force was “very
weak,” borrowing liberally from Trump’s
palette to paint this town in near-
apocalyptic tones.

Neither representatives from the Keller
administration or the city police were

available for what was essentially a photo op
advertising what amounts to a heavier
federal, state and county law enforcement
presence in the city and county. At the time
and even now, it’s not clear if the City of
Albuquerque has or will coordinate
community policing efforts with the
aforementioned agencies. It’s also
important to note that such draconian
responses to crime have had, at best, mixed
results (see data on the past summer’s
deployment of state cops here in Burque).

Okay. During the State Police surge of
May 2019, many citizens complained that
traffic stops and police conduct were not
being handled properly. Citizens with
medical marijuana cards were arrested for
possession, racial profiling accusations arose
in the International District and so on and
so forth. Afterward, data showed that 52
percent of the criminal cases generated by
the increased patrols have now been
dismissed.

Most importantly, we must reiterate that
all this is coming down from an attorney
general who many see as a puppet of
Trump. Playing to the base fears of his base
in a city already fully fearful of crime is
boilerplate Trump. It is possible that this
political theater is well-timed agitprop.

Finding Solutions
And now for the criticism. First, the

Keller administration should continue to
promote community policing as it quickly
builds the ranks of new and highly trained
patrol officers. These two efforts, in tandem,
may signal to the feds that our city is serious
about crime.

The city should work with federal, state
and county law enforcement to guarantee
that non-local agencies are following the
reforms instituted by—wait for it—the US
Department of Justice itself. You know,
simple stuff like not engaging in high-speed
chases on city streets crowded with innocent
citizens. Of course that also includes making
certain that all local and county officers are
outfitted with lapel cameras.

Law enforcement should be a
community-positive, readily recognizable,
mutually coordinated series of events. It
should be fair and not seem like a form of
punishment to be meted out to a
community desperate to be absolved of the
damage done by the cumulative effects of
poor governance. It should not be an
opportunity for political grandstanding,
especially for those who are beholden to
Trump or are potential political opponents
of the current municipal administration.

Believe us when we say that us citizens
would appreciate that, Mr. Mayor. Oh, and,
rock on while you’re at it. a

BY AUGUST MARCH

T
he year 2020 has come to pass. As
happy Alibi readers peruse our first
issue of 2020, they are also staring

down the third decade of the 21st century,
looking straight into its democracy-altering,
planet-warming eyes. And they’re such big
eyes.

Back in the before time, we decided to—
to paraphrase a favorite literary character of
ours—take up arms against that sea of
troubles, and by opposing, end them. That
doesn’t mean we propose to end it all, in
fact we’re prepared to proceed. For as long
as it takes. And we will do that with palpable
joy in the knowledge that providing this
town with a great newspaper—wherein a
decent news section can grow and thrive in
that untended garden—is the first step in
finding solutions to the issues that have long
plagued Duke City, N.M.

That’s a sort of brevity-guided goal. But
it has resulted in a readable and informative
news section. Such a previously uncommon
situation in alternative weeklies has led to a
growth in both readership and reporting
scope.

It’s also lent itself to vociferous—albeit
anonymous—protestations from the
conservative press, from right-wing
authorities who used to have their own
auspiciously angry old man outlets wherein
to practice a certain 1970s-flavored gotcha
journalism. The fact that such sources have
been reduced to commenter status on social
media speaks broadly and eloquently to the
truth underlying the matter.

No one wants to read an obviously irate
member of the press wax on about how
horrible things are, how our leaders are a
sham, how the system is designed to fail—
and how ultimately Donald Trump remains
a ready remedy to such horribly
unnavigable problems.

To be clear, we aren’t taking it easy and
have never taken it easy on the Democrats
who currently lord it over the rest of us. We
do, however, recognize that these donkeys
represent the future of our city, state and
nation. To feel otherwise means to embrace
the futility and so surrender ourselves and
our opinions to the Trumpists. They’re
already using all of their superpowers to
charm unwitting Americans with their
dismal vision; they don’t need folks like us
on their bandwagon.

Crime
Crime in this city is bad but it’s been

worse and it is getting better. The city police
in this city were on the wrong track, thanks
to former Mayor Berry and insider culture
police chief Gorden Eden. No doubt about
it though: The previous chief, a Marty
Chavez appointee named Ray Schultz,

NEWS CITY
BY JOSHUA LEE

NEWS | COMMENTARY by August March

Las Vegas Mayor Charged
New Mexico’s attorney general has charged
the mayor of a troubled city with six felony
bribery and abuse of power counts following
an investigation that began in 2018.

Las Vegas Optic reports that Las Vegas
Mayor Tonita Gurule-Giron is accused of bid-
rigging, fraud and abuse of power. Last year,
the attorney general’s office raided Gurule-
Giron’s home, city hall and the home of Marvin
Salazar, the owner of Gemini Construction.
Police said Salazar was Gurule-Giron’s
boyfriend and accused the pair of conspiring
to rig city bids in favor of Salazar’s company.

The mayor allegedly used her position to
award a hardwood flooring contract to Gemini
Construction in 2016 even though it had been
underbid by Price’s Furnishings. A note was
reportedly written at the bottom of the bid,
claiming that Price’s did not do hardwood
flooring.

Gurule-Giron was also accused of asking
the former public works manager for Las
Vegas to reveal the cost of a construction
project before the bid had been awarded—
presumably to gain an advantage in bidding.
When she was told that it would violate the
procurement code, she reportedly responded:
“I am the chief operating executive officer of
the city, and I was elected to know everything,
and I will know everything.” 

She also made a $10,000 emergency
purchase order for a water leak that City Hall
officials say was unnecessary.

An arraignment for Gurule-Giron is
scheduled in the courtroom of Abigail Aragon
at 9 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 6, 2020.

NM Gas Co. Proposes 
Rate Hike
Last week, the New Mexico Gas Company
filed a rate increase request with the New
Mexico Public Regulation Commission that
would add up to a 4.2 percent gas bill
increase.

According to the Santa Fe New Mexican,
the gas company estimates an average 50-
therm monthly residential bill would increase
about $1.71 if the proposed $13.23 million rate
increase is approved by the PRC. An increase
in the residential customer access fee from
$11.65 to $12.70 was also proposed.

The gas company is reportedly requesting
the rate increase to cover capital investments
from September 2017 through 2021, including
a new $50 million mainline from Bernalillo to
Santa Fe, the purchase of an $11.2 million
headquarters building and constructing a $15
million pipeline south of Carlsbad. 

A PRC decision is expected by next fall
with implementation in 2021.

Gladstone Wind 
Farm Leased 
An Illinois-based company that develops wind
farms won a bid for thousands of acres of
New Mexico state trust land.

The Associated Press reports that potential
bidders for the 7,636 acres of state land were
given weeks to apply with a November
deadline. PNE USA Inc. won the bid, and the
lease was approved and signed by Land
Commissioner Stephanie Garcia Richard last
week. The application reportedly won out
because of a bonus $110,000 bid made by the
company.

PNE USA says it plans to build its next
wind farm project on the land—located in
Union and Colfax counties. The Gladstone
Wind Farm will also include 8,000 acres of
private land. Energy officials say the portion of
the project located on state trust land is
expected to generate 31 megawatts of
electricity—enough capacity to power about
6,200 homes—and around $8 million over the
course of the lease. a

Albuquerque COURTESY NASA.GOV
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White Sands National Park

White Sands Forever
A monument becomes a park

You may now use the phrase White
Sands National Park to refer to a
relatively small and totally awesome

portion of the stark desert landscape south
of here.

As of Dec. 20, White Sands National
Monument has a new name and a new
function. It’s a national park now, nestled
within the expansive and forbidding
Tularosa Basin in Southern New Mexico
where the United States Department of
Defense has established the US Army’s
White Sands Missile Range and Holloman
Air Force Base, places as remote and
formidable as any in The Land of
Enchantment.

The redesignation of this bit of federal
land offers better outdoor recreation
opportunities for New Mexicans and
visitors to our state who want to experience
one of the the Earth’s true geologic
treasures. It also provides for more
environmental protection and stewardship
for the area—preventing some oil and gas
exploration within its boundaries, for
example—which was unavailable under its
previous “monument” designation.

The new designation also came with a
land swap between the National Park
Service and the Department of the Army
which will allow both parties better access to
the area as well as the chance to improve
cross-departmental relationships and
citizen outreach, too.

The Law
Last week, Weekly Alibi sat in on a press call
with US Senator Martin Heinrich and US
Representative Xochitl Torres Small. They
were on the phone to talk about the new
national park and the effects it will have on
the citizens of The Land of Enchantment.

In brief, the new designation comes as
part of the ratification of the Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (S.
1790). This legislation contained many
amendments, 648 to be exact. Some made
it and some didn’t. For instance, Senators
couldn’t agree on US Senator Tom Udall’s
amendment concerning use of force in Iran
and so that provision didn’t make it into
law.

On the other hand, US Senator Martin
Heinrich’s amendment, calling for the
redesignation of White Sands National
Monument as a National Park—and related
matters—did make it into the final version
of S.1790, which President Trump signed
into law two weeks ago.

But before we get into the nuts and bolts
of that good old governance thing, here’s a
brief look at an area of the state—and in
particular, a National Park—that should be
essential visiting for New Mexicans, one
and all.

The Sands of Time
• Those white sand dunes, all 275 square
miles of them, are made of pure gypsum
crystals. That field of gypsum is the largest
of its kind on Earth and the National Park
only covers the southern tip of the entire
white field. The area was not explored by
Europeans until the middle of the 19th
century.

• The town of Alamogordo—or “fat
cottonwood” in Spanish—is nearby. In the
1930s a businessman from the New Mexico
town that now sports a giant pistachio on
the road between Downtown and Tularosa
convinced the federal government to make
that land into a monument under the US
Antiquities Act.

• The new national park is still
surrounded by some of the mightiest
military operations in the nation; White
Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air
Force Base are significant contributors to
our state’s economy. In early July 1945, the
Feds claimed the area surrounding the
monument as White Sands Proving Ground.
In the hot middle of that same July, just a
week later— at the northern edge of the
proving grounds—the first atomic device
was detonated. If you plan your trip right,
you can experience both sites—The Trinity
Site and White Sands National Park—on the
same day.

• The park is amazingly beautiful, starkly
bright during the day and filled with rare
creatures and geologic formations and, yes,
it’s sometimes dangerous. In summertime,
the lack of shade and the reflection of the
gypsum crystals in the New Mexico sunlight
can be deadly. A French couple died while
hiking the Alkali Flat Trail in August 2015;
even more recently, a German visitor died in
June while trying to traverse the same
naturally sublime yet unforgiving
environment.

The Call
The call heralding the change in status for
one of our state’s great legacies took place

on the day the legislation was presented to
the executive branch. Since the White Sands
Measure was included in a very important
funding bill, everyone present was confident
that the whole schmear would be signed
into law the following day. It was and by way
of documentation and debriefing, here is
what our New Mexico delegation had to say
about a long overdue change to our
environmental culture.

Due to technical difficulties Weekly Alibi
didn’t jump on the line until 2 minutes into
the press conference. US Senator Martin
Heinrich was already waxing poetic about
this important legislative and environmental
victory, telling those on the line about the
potential economic benefits the state will
reap because of the redesignation.

“Increased visitation at White Sands
National Park would certainly also be a
major boost for the local economy in places
like Alamogordo, Otero County broadly and
all of Southern New Mexico. In fact a recent
study by Headwaters Economics found that
making White Sands a national park could
potentially attract as many as 100,000
additional visitors per year and contribute
as much as $7.5 million in additional
tourism spending in the area. We will
certainly be working hard with our partners
at the state and local level to realize those
numbers.”

The Park is already managed by the
federal government. The United States Park
Service oversees the administration of both
National Parks and Monuments across the
United State, Heinrich reiterated, signaling
that the present upkeep and managment of
White Sands will not be disrupted by the
change and, in fact, will make for easier
citizen engagement, including “resource
protection, education and visitor services.”

Besides providing citizens and visitors
with the rare opportunity to experience and
recreate with nature in all its vast and
terrifying glory, Henrich told reporters that
the site has deeper meaning, too. “White
Sands also holds world-renowned
geologically, biologically and historically

significant resources. We now know that
there is evidence that humans have lived
there, around this dune field, as far back as
11,700 years ago. Scientists also discover
new species of animals and plants at White
Sands every single year, many of which are
unique to the local ecosystem.”

The reason Heinrich says the measure
was passed through the ratification of this
year’s Defense Authorization Bill has to do
with the military units surrounding the
National Park. They’ll find their mission
accessibility and manifestations enhanced
because of the new law, the Senator added.
“Existing agreements that protect the
military’s use of critical airspace and testing
grounds near White Sands Missile Range,
Holloman Air Force Base and Fort Bliss will
remain in place.”

Heinrich’s amendment to the Defense
Authorization Act also included a land
exchange between the US Army and the
National Park Service. Negotiations on that
exchange have been ongoing since the
1970s, Heinrich reminded listeners, before
describing his solution to the issue. He
called the land exchange a win-win for both
parties as it will give the military “new
capabilities at the range, simplify
management [of the area], [and] ensure
certain resources are better protected while
providing new opportunities for visitors to
the Park.”

Heinrich concluded by pointing to his
success on the matter of White Sands as part
of his work with US Representative Xochitl
Torres Small, who sponsored the House
version of the White Sands Amendment. He
said her commitment, in league with the
sustained efforts of local community leaders
like Alamogordo Mayor Richard Boss and
Las Cruces Green Chamber of Commerce
Director Carrie Hamblin, ensured that the
move to make White Sands a National Park
would succeed this year.

Congresswoman Torres Small was no less
affirmative in her remarks to the press,
referring to White Sands National Park as a
“national treasure” and recalling recent data
that determined that, for the past few years,
White Sands has had more visitors than any
other NPS-administered site in New
Mexico, with about 500,000 entrants per
year. In 2017, those entrants spent over $30
million in the surrounding towns and cities
and 98 percent of them were non-local, she
added.

Torres Small’s most important
statement—and indeed the overarching
theme of the movement to make White
Sands a park—came near the end of her
time at the microphone, when she said,
“This is how we can grow and continue to
support our state’s economy through
conservation.” a

NPS/R. BURGHART

NEWS | ENVIRONMENT by August March
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BY CLARKE CONDÉ 

Judson Frondorf is something of a
reluctant sage. That is to say that it is
not a role he has sought, but as we
enter what will undoubtedly be a

turbulent new decade, he has a grounding
perspective that reminds us of what
making art can be about. Prolific in what
was once seen as underground art in the
’80s and ’90s, Frondorf stepped back for a
while, placing his artistic life in a part-
time role. Now retired from a job at APS,
he is back at it full time with renewed
passion and a part in a group show
opening this Friday at Matrix Fine Art in
Nob Hill. Weekly Alibi sat down with
Frondorf to talk about what’s old, what’s
new and what he has in store for his new
show. The following is an edited version of
that conversation. 

You’ve been around a while. What’s
new?
Judson Frondorf: Albuquerque is
consistently interesting and always has
been. I’ve never been bored here. Whether
it’s some kind of little political issue or
some interesting art opening or good
bands coming to town. I wish there were
more venues. I wish there’d be more
experimental underground stuff going on.
There was a lot more of that going on in
the ’80s and ’90s. Now I might, because of
my age, be out of touch with what
university students are doing, but perusing
the galleries and calendars and the Alibi
and websites I just don’t see anything
really challenging happening in art or
music. Again, I might be prejudiced
because I come from a time when it was
pretty rich.

The matching question would be
what’s old?
What’s old is the politics of art and art
galleries. There seems to be a kind of
stature or levels of people that get any
kind of notice or shows. It was hard for us
to get this show at the Matrix. We’re not
landscape artists. We’re not portrait artists
per se. We’re not that kind of sellable stuff.
It’s got kind of a heritage stain over it
where they just want it to be Territorial
looking adobesque pottery because that
makes money and that sells and you can
put it in a gift shop. The politics of the
gallery world in New Mexico is old. I wish
it would get younger.

What don’t the kids get these days?
In school they don’t get a liberal arts
education. The art departments in high
schools have to really fight for everything
they want. The concept of liberal arts is
seen to be a waste of time, at least by the
upper echelons in New Mexico education.
The kids are missing out on a broad, deep
education because it’s so much about
college prep these days. It’s a shame.

Otherwise it would have been 99 Fingers.
I’ve clipped my thumb several times on a
circular saw, but I still got it. Most of us,
not all of us, but most of us met in the late
’80s. Some of us were in art school. Some
of us were just part of what we called the
underground arts scene here: comic artists,
zine artists, musicians, performance artists.
Mark Woody, who put all this stuff
together, said, let’s do a show based on the
premise of collaborative paintings as a
problem, as a project. So, 10 artists did six
collaborative paintings with two or more
artists (working) on each painting. We’re
all putting in an individual work (as well). 

I was given a canvas with three rough
grids. I picked whatever grid I wanted, did
whatever image I wanted to do. There was
no theme in terms of content. I did my
little illustration and then I gave it to the
second artist. They either used what I put
in there as an inspiration or they ignored
it completely. If you’re the third person,
you (are) going to either make it a cohesive
whole or completely absent from whatever
that content is. In the end, it is pretty
interesting.

It’s like that campfire story game.
Or what we called exquisite corpse. a

FOUND OBJECTS
BY CLARKE CONDÉ

Head First into 2020
An interview with Judson Frondorf

Do you think you were born at an
opportune time for being an artist? 
I wouldn’t want to be born at a different
time. I think this was perfect for me in
many senses. Now it’s like people’s ideas
of perfection changed. When I was in
college, I wondered about how you would
accomplish something like that because I
thought being rich and famous would give
me freedom. As I forgot about that, I
became much more comfortable. 

Freedom’s just another word for
nothing left to lose?
It’s true. 

Tell me about the show.
It’s 10 artists. The name of the show is 100
Fingers.

Everybody’s kept all their digits over
the years?

Judson Frondorf in his studio PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ

  ARTS | INTERVIEW by Clarke Condé

Free to Flee
This weekend, two authors come to
Bookworks (4022 Rio Grande Blvd. NW) to
tell vastly different stories of survival. The
first, on Friday, Jan. 3 at 6pm is Laura
Ramnarace fictional tale Sung Home of a
16-year-old’s wilderness excursion over
the river and through the woods to
grandmother’s house in the
postapocalyptic Mogollon Mountains of
Southwestern NM. The second, on
Saturday, Jan. 4 at 3pm is Karen O’Reilly’s
memoir Tell Me Why You Fled: True
Stories of Seeking Refuge that details her
experience working with African refugees
throughout the continent. Both authors
will be on hand to read and sign copies of
their new books. For more information on
either of these free, all-ages events, see
bkwrks.com.

Free for All
By Friday, Jan. 3, you should have already
been tested and have a better handle on
how your New Year’s resolutions are
going to work out. If you have resolved to
make this the year you the drive up to
Santa Fe more often to see some of the
world-class art that the city has to offer,
perhaps this First Free Friday at MoCNA is
the right time to avail yourself of the
opportunity to see the IAIA Museum of
Contemporary Native Arts (108 Cathedral
Pl., Santa Fe) for free from 5pm to 7pm.
Rumor has it there will be hot cocoa as
well. For more information on this free, all-
ages event, see iaia.edu/mocna. 

Free for You
You are a New Mexican, right? Or at least
you’ve got a driver’s license that says so,
don’t you? This Sunday, Jan. 5, is New
Mexico Resident Free Sunday at the
Museum of International Folk Art (706
Camino Lejo, Santa Fe) from 10am to
5pm. Start the year out right by checking
out the supernatural entities of the exhibit
Yokai: Ghosts & Demons of Japan for free
while watching Texans and New Yorkers
reach for their wallets. For more
information on this free, all-ages event for
New Mexicans, see
internationalfolkart.org. 

Free Flights

If you have spent much of the previous
holiday in a sloth-like state (no, not
Missouri), maybe it’s time to get outside
and into the beautiful Rio Grande Valley for
Bosque Wild: Guided Nature Walk on
Sunday, Jan. 5 at 8am at the Open Space
Visitor Center – Albuquerque (6500 Coors
Blvd. NW). This is the place to see all the
birds that call our river their winter home.
Bundle up and leave your pets behind for
this guided hike through the cottonwoods.
Space is limited for this free event. Call
897-8831 for more information and to
register.  a

100 Fingers
Opening reception 

Friday, Jan. 3, 5-8pm

Matrix Fine Art

3812 Central Ave SE Ste. 100A

PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ
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  ARTS | MAGNIFIED by Clarke Condé

In 1969, the fledgling Albuquerque
Museum hired photographer Walter
McDonald to take pictures of

Albuquerque. The idea was simply to
photograph the people and the place in
the candid style of a street photographer
to create an archive that could be
displayed with slide projectors within an
exhibit at the museum (then located at
the Sunport). It was a plum assignment
for a photographer with broad
parameters and a small budget. It was
the kind of photography assignment that
inadvertently documents while not being
actual documentary photography. The
project eventually included a few other
photographers and continued until 1972
when it was apparently caught in the
undertow of the museum politics of the
time. Such is the fate of many a good
idea.

What we (the people of Albuquerque)
get out of the deal 50 years later is an
archive of several thousand slides that
make up this body of work. They are full
of life in a bustling, colorful time in our
history. Incorporated into an exhibit that
includes maps, clothing and other pieces
from the museum’s archive, they tell a
story about who we were. Fifty years later,

and well into the 21st century, we are a
very different people inhabiting a
changed city. Or maybe we are aren’t.
That is the great thing about this archive;
it is an opportunity to have that debate
(with pictures to bolster your case) and
that is where the fun really starts. 

Albuquerque Museum is putting these
photographs online and they want the
public to help figure out who is in them.
You can go to albuquerque.emuseum.com
and look through the ever-expanding
collection. Browse through with your
abuela (or uncle, mom or really old
neighbor), learn a bit about what life was
like 50 years ago and see if you see
someone you know. If you do, let the
museum know with an email (to
abqmuseum@cabq.gov). They are hoping
to put names with faces. It is a declarative
opportunity to be part of our collective
history: an opportunity that people 50
years ago didn’t even know they had. a

Guess Who
The slides of Walter McDonald

Let the Sunshine In
On exhibit through May 24

Albuquerque Museum

2000 Mountain Rd. NW

A slide by Walter McDonald in the Albuquerque Museum collection PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ
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Egg and I No More
Sunnyside Up inhabits local scene, breaks corporate ties 

It’s no surprise to most people that I
earnestly love breakfast. It does
present a conundrum though, as I

refuse to wake up even a minute earlier
than I absolutely must. Even more so,
keeping the eye open for new local places
to try always presents a tough quest, one
of delicately balancing free time, money,
open-mindedness and hoping that they
aren’t so busy that you end up waiting far
too long to get down to munching. Of all
these places, one had always caught my
eye, out of interest alone. The Egg and I
has sat in its home in the Heights for
many years now, but inexplicably one day,
it was gone and in its place sat Sunnyside
Up. A brief look at their website
confirmed that they are now their own,
local entity, which made them ripe for me
to swing by and finally do a review.

What I noticed when I walked in was
that it was incredibly busy for a Friday
morning at 10am. We’re talking about
full-on wait time for a seat, though it was
a remarkably short wait (under 3 minutes,
I would estimate) all things considered.
The point is, few breakfast spots in the
city have this level of business on good
days so it’s shocking to see on a weekday
this late in the breakfast hours. The other
thing I noticed was how friendly it was.
Maybe it’s just the nature of breakfast in
general, but everyone was talking with
each other, staff was smiling and chatting
with tables even in the midst of busy
chaos, and it just felt warm and happy to
be in there.

Before I go on, I want to resolve the
unspoken question in the room. From my
inside source, Amy, who was such a
genuine and kind waitress that I would go
so far as to recommend you ask for her
next time you’re in, ownership of the
location went to the local franchise
owners as the corporate office declined to
come in and add updates to this location
compared to the rest of the country. What
this means is that now, Sunnyside Up has
flexibility and control over every decision
they make. They are welcomed into the
arms of the city as a local business now,
and free to do as they please. Okay, back
to the food.

I did their Classic Eggs Benedict
($9.99), the Mexican Skillet ($9.99) and
on Amy’s recommendation, the
Strawberry Banana Waffle ($10.29). Let’s
start with the waffle, because my sweet
tooth won out over my savory tooth. A
golden Belgian waffle topped with
strawberries, bananas, toasted walnuts,
whipped cream and powdered sugar
galore, it invoked the childlike joy of that
magical fruit combo, along with the cheer
of a truly well-made waffle, all on one
plate. The waffle was crunchy on the
outside, with the inside still this perfect
fluffy joy you need in your life. The
whipped cream is doing its best to stay
standing but is beginning its slow melt
across the waffle, as the heat breaks it

down into a sweet and gooey mess. The
fruit is clearly fresh cut with no strange
frills added, allowing it to be good on the
merit of its own existence. With a side of
butter and a container of syrup, you’ve
got a huge plate that is a childhood
dream come true.

The Mexican Skillet was next, with
chorizo, refried beans, green chile,
tomatoes, onions, ranch potatoes, pepper
jack cheese, two eggs, your choice of red
or green (or Christmas in my case) and a
tortilla. The serving dish it came in was
overflowing when it got to me, a molten
eruption of different flavors and
ingredients with two massive over-
medium eggs on top. I quickly shredded
the eggs and gave it a good mix, letting
everything coalesce into a solitary bowl of
happiness. It had the heat I craved, both
on the spicy side and the temperature
side. Additionally, the chorizo was
wonderful and had a bit of a peppery kick
to it that added to the flavors in the rest
of the dish. The onions still had good
crispiness to them, letting the rest of the

food have a little more substance and not
feeling like one big gooey pile. This was a
solid skillet I was disappointed to finish
eating.

Finally, I took on the Classic Eggs
Benedict. Yes, they do more creative ones
with different ingredients, but when you
get down to it, there’s a reason classic
eggs Benny is still king, and it’s because
it’s an unbeatable combination. Two
poached eggs on ham atop an English
muffin, all topped with a creamy
Hollandaise and herbs. It was that
creamy, rich, buttery and dreamy
Hollandaise sauce that made the dish
pop. Yes, the ham was good, and the eggs
were cooked correctly, but that sauce. It’s
one of those few things in life that are
very easy to do wrong and incredibly hard
to get just right, yet here, they’ve got it
down to near-science. It’s a genuinely
amazing breakfast classic, and Sunnyside
Up does it genuinely well.

It’s not terribly common to see a
national chain convert to local, though
arguably it’s not terribly common for that
to happen in the opposite direction
either. But it does provide an interesting
point to look at. The shift happened in
September of last year, so we’re officially
at a point where they’ve been entirely on
their own for nearly 4 months. What will
the future bring for them a year from
now? Five years? For now, they’ve proved
they know what they’re doing and don’t
need some big corporate board to help
them. They’re one of us now, and we
should be thankful that the Heights has
more breakfast options to choose from. a

What was that saying about your eyes being bigger than your stomach? DAN PENNINGTON

WEEKLY SPECIALS
BY DAN PENNINGTON

FOOD | REVIEW by Dan Pennington

New Year, Existential Me?
“New Year, new me!” seemingly every
#basicb on Instagram will be posting next
week. Maybe that’s true. Who are we if not
continually changing and evolving
creatures, our cells shifting and re-growing
on a perpetual basis? Is the “me” of one
minute ago the same “me” in this current
moment? Physically and mentally, we are
constantly exposed to change, as
uncomfortable as it may be. We look to the
new year to change ourselves, as if a
specific date in the never-ending march of
time can be the ignition to a fire that burns
away the bad, leaving only the good. These
are the questions, the theories and the
ideas I leave you to ponder whilst hunting
out new events and planning out your week
ahead. Be the new you! If you aren’t
already, that is. 

Ketogenic, Not Generic
The new year means you’re digging out all
your past weight loss goals, giving it
another shot this year. Maybe that diet is
keto, the buzzword of 2019. Yes, it may be
the only diet that requires you to eat bacon,
but it comes at the cost of drinking beer or
having any sweets. Unless, of course, you
attend Q’s Cakes and Sweets Boutique
(2720 Central Ave. SE Ste. D) Keto Desserts
101 Class on Sunday, Jan. 5. Starting at
noon, this $45 class will provide you with
not only recipes and knowledge, but also
your very own handmade keto-compliant
dessert to try. It’s a great way to start your
new year by treating yourself to the best
part of eating in a way that is compatible
with your diet, so to reserve your spot or
learn more, visit qcakes.com.

Binging On Beets 
Maybe you’re taking your diet in the other
direction, one of plant-based health and
concern. The documentaries have swayed
you to the side of veganism, and you’re
excited to live a life of guilt-free eating.
We’ve got some good news for you!
Vulture Food and Bow & Arrow Brewing Co.
(608 McKnight Ave. NW) will be holding
their Plant Based Junk Food event on
Saturday, Jan. 4, from noon to 6pm. All the
way from the mystical lands of Los
Angeles, home of the incredibly healthy,
they’ll be bringing their special pop-up shop
with a variety of Vegan Crispy Chik’n
Sandwiches, Loaded Fries and a very
special menu item to be revealed the day
of! For more information, call 247-9800 and
ask about the pop-up!

Sweet Treats, Good Eats
Maybe you said, “To hell with the diet! This
is the year I just do me, and me feels like
eating sweets all the time!” First off, good
on you for making my childhood dream
your reality. Secondly, may I recommend
the Mochi Making New Years Celebration
taking place at Japanese Kitchen Sushi Bar
(6511 Americas Pkwy. NE) on Saturday,
Jan. 4? From noon to 2:30pm, you’ll be part
of the sweet elite, learning the traditional
art of making mochi, in an event that will
feature live mochi making, free samples of
fresh-made mochi and Japanese Taiko
drumming demonstrations from NM Taiko!
Best of all, this is a free event, so all you
have to do is show up, and you’re in the
middle of the action! For more information,
call 872-1166 to ask about the event! a

Sunnyside Up
6909 Menaul Blvd. NE

888-3447

sunnysideupabq.com

Hours: Mon-Fri: 6am-2:30pm

Sat-Sun: 7am-2:30pm

Vibe: Friendly breakfast and lunch diner

Alibi Recommends: Any Eggs 

Benedict on the menu.
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Stay outta their lane! They’re here to make things better! DAN PENNINGTON

#2020 Goals
On embracing this city’s growth spurt

People often ask me how I come up
with things to write on a week-to-
week basis. Two thousand words is

nothing to scoff at, and thinking back to
college, it was earnestly a struggle to pull
off twice a semester. When it comes to
writing for work though, especially in
relation to something that is a passion of
mine, the words come naturally. You begin
to find that when you’re allowed to break
the structure of general format papers with
expectations of ideas and analysis, you find
pages easier to pump out. Add to it that
Weekly Alibi allows me a lot of freedom in
what I write as long as it’s food related and
local, and all of the sudden, you get the
recipe for success in the form of earnestly
fun writing.

Last week, we looked at all the food
section had done in the past year, and we
touched upon the future a bit, but I
wanted to circle back to that idea a little
more. Last year, I was finding my footing.
Creating a space for us all to exist wherein
we had a general idea of the food section
and what to expect when reading it. This
year, I want to carry that on to the next
level.

First off, expect more pieces like “Donut
Run.” We tend to pass over reviewing
places with narrow menus because it’s a
struggle to get enough content out of
them, but creating something unique with
it allows us more room to do interesting
coverage. Secondly, it’s time for
Albuquerque’s rebirth. It’s no surprise to
anyone that the last 3 to 4 years has been
difficult on the city, and projects like ART
took a toll on a lot of businesses. But, as
any gardener will tell you, sometimes you
have to remove the old to make space for
the new. What we’re seeing now is a total
revitalization of Nob Hill, with new shops
popping up everywhere, those empty
spaces finally getting the attention they
deserve and beginning to expand and
build out now. This brings me to my main
goal this year.

I want to focus on the city and how we’re
going to grow. Look, I’ll be the first to say I
was against ART since day one, and in
many ways, I still have issues with it on
certain levels. But, I also have gone and
used it now, and it’s earnestly great! Yes, it’s
new and has a perception problem to move
past, but at the end of the day, it’s super
fun and really useful. No longer will I fear
my car getting ticketed in Nob Hill ever
again! This year, we’re going to talk about
Albuquerque growing to be its best self.
This comes with a caveat.

You see, we can sit here all day and talk
about all the new wonderful things
changing and expanding in the city, but
when we get down to brass tacks, none of
that means a thing if we don’t engage it. As
we speak, we’re watching Nob Hill go
through one of the largest growing pains it
has ever experienced, with longtime
favorites vanishing and a multitude of new
places popping up nearly every day.
Change is scary. Change is hard to deal
with because familiarity is such a comfort
to us. Yet when all is said and done, change
is also necessary. We must embrace the
future of our city and all the shifts it takes
in order to continue our growth. So I issue
you a New Year’s resolution, should you
choose to accept it: Let’s help support
these changes, whether it be in Nob Hill,
Downtown, the Heights or even the
International District. There are people
out there right now working to actively
make Albuquerque a phenomenal and
exciting place to live, but we are the sparks
to their catalyst. Nothing happens if we
don’t participate in the movement.

In 2020, let’s ride ART and keep our
cars out of the bus lane. Let’s take a chance
on a wild business concept, even if it feels
foreign or strange. Let’s get out there and
support the businesses that make our city
the most strange and fun place to live in
the world. We’re not just green chile and
“Breaking Bad,” we’re ingenuity, creativity,
passion, boldness and tradition. And 2020
is the year of Albuquerque. a

FOOD | FOOD FOR THOUGHT by Dan Pennington
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EVENT HORIZON JANUARY 2-8, 2020

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

READY TO LIVE

Just a few days before the release of his latest
hip-hop epic, local rapper and citizen of the world
Wake Self died in a tragic automobile accident
in Santa Fe, N.M. The work of this visionary
community member drew from the deep lessons
of life—learned by a man who always looked
toward the future and worked tirelessly to
improve the lives of listeners and the progress
of the people of El Duque—as he created some
of the most compelling hip-hop ever to be born
in Burque. On Friday, Jan. 3, beginning at 8pm,
join the grateful living for a listening party at Sister
that celebrates the release of the album titled Ready to Live. This commemorative and
celebratory event features Wake Self’s final recording as well as performances by DJ Ohm,
DJ Native, Zoology and Awkward Actwrite. Admission to this 21-plus woke wake for Wake
costs $7. SISTER 407 CENTRAL AVE NW, 8PM TO 1AM alibi.com/v/6zj5. (August March) a

TRIGGER HAPPY

We hear plenty of the “new year,
new you” propaganda, but
sometimes we hold onto baggage
that just doesn’t serve us. The new
year always feels like the perfect time
to let go of that extra garbage in our
lives. On Saturday, Jan. 4 from 1 to
4pm, The Source hold the Stress
and Anxiety Relief Workshop with
life coach Meghan Bass-Petti. For
$75, receive three hours of intensive
preparation to diminish anxiety and
recondition the body’s response to
stressors. Learn simple strategies to
balance emotions, to calm the nervous system when triggered, to experience better sleep, to
focus and to cultivate stronger relationships. It’s okay to admit that you can’t let go of things
without a little professional assistance. Pre-registration is required. SOURCE 1111 CARLISLE BLVD SE, 1 TO

4PM alibi.com/v/6ytw. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

CAKE
AND

REVELRY

Start the New Year
right. Get your chew
on at the Mochi
Making New Year’s
Celebration. Join in
the Japanese New
Year tradition of
pounding the living
daylights out of rice
and forming it into
delicious cakes this

Saturday, Jan. 4 at Japanese Kitchen. Learn about the tradition while watching a live mochi-
making demonstration. Enjoy free samples of fresh mochi and see a live Taiko performance
featuring traditional Japanese drumming. This all ages experience is free and open to the
public. Demonstrations start at noon, so get there early to reserve a table. JAPANESE KITCHEN STEAKHOUSE

& SUSHI BAR 6521 AMERICAS PARKWAY NE, NOON alibi.com/v/6zyy. (Joshua Lee) a

A WALK
THROUGH

CHAOS

The first ABQArtwalk of 2020, as well
as the first show of the new year at
the marvelously eccentric OT Circus,
kicks off with Chaotic Order. The
exhibition sets into motion on Friday,
Jan. 3 at 5pm and features the work
of David S. McKee. The small,
colorful gallery brings a thematic
evening of bedlam to life with mixed

media abstract art, nibbles available from The Munchie Truck and coffee served with optional
CBD by Tunnel Springs Coffee and Market. While the Artwalk happens monthly, this display
is for one night only. As always, this event is free and open to all ages. OT CIRCUS GALLERY 709 CENTRAL

AVE NW, 5 TO 9PM alibi.com/v/6zqu. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

SING!

Lemme guess: You’re either a tenor, a
baritone or a bass! We know you want
to sing. And you know you can totes
sing and read music. Now here comes
the opportunity of a lifetime. The New
Mexico Gay Men’s Chorus holds
auditions for its totally fab 2020 season
on Monday, Jan. 6 from 6:30pm to
8:30pm at the Albuquerque Center for
Spiritual Living right here in Burque.
The chorus welcomes musicians of all
backgrounds, experiences, ages and
gender expressions to try out for a spot

in one of our state’s most enchanting musical ensembles. For more information or to sign up
for an audition slot, visit nmgmc.org/sing. ALBUQUERQUE CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING 2801 LOUISIANA BLVD NE,

6:30 TO 8:30PM alibi.com/v/6zyz. (August March) a

FEED ME,
SEYMOUR?

Making junk food out of plant material
is the latest rage. Don’t believe us? Just
drive on over to Burger King then, and
ask about the Impossible Whopper.
When you’re done with that, you can
check out similar menu offerings at
Carl’s Jr. and Del Taco, too. Better yet,
visit Bow & Arrow Brewing on
Saturday, Jan. 4 from 12pm until 6pm
for a crash course on Plant Based Junk
Food and vegan comfort food courtesy
of an exclusive and very futuristic popup shop straight outta that haven for healthy food and
junky goodness, Los Angeles, Calif. The eating time event features delicious delicacies like
vegan crispy chick’n sandwiches and loaded fries as well as a surprise menu item to be revealed
on the day of this big yet safe and compassionate feeding frenzy. For more details and admission
prices for this 21-plus vision of the gastronomic future, visit bowandarrowbrewing.com. BOW

AND ARROW BREWERY 602 MCKNIGHT AVE NW, NOON TO 6PM alibi.com/v/6zz0. (August March) a
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WEDNESDAY JAN 8

WORDS
THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Thirsty Word.
Calling all poets for a monthly open mic hosted by
Jim Burbank. Ten poets may sign up for a three-
minute reading. 206 Broadway SE. 7-8:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 639-5831. alibi.com/v/6zs7.

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Writing Wednesday. A
place for writers to write and get critiques on pages.
118 Tulane Dr SE. 5-8pm. 433-5654. alibi.com/v/6zta.

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Poetry and Beer.
The longest running open mic and poetry slam in
Albuquerque welcomes all to listen, judge, compete
or just read. 1800 Fourth Street NW. 7:30-10pm.
243-6752. alibi.com/v/6ztc.

THURSDAY JAN 2

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Songwriter Showcase •
Russell Ash • acoustic, singer-songwriter • Kelsey
Manning • folk • Gabriel Tafoya • blues, alternative •
6pm • FREE

DIRTY BOURBON Chad Freeman • country • 6pm •
$5 • 21+

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Above Average Open
Mic • 6:30pm • FREE • 13+

LAUNCHPAD Constant Harmony • pop, alternative •
Manhigh • rock • Shrewd • house • The Directory •
9pm

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Craig Miller •
pop, classic rock • 6pm

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Open Mic •
7pm • FREE • 21+

FRIDAY JAN 3
DIRTY BOURBON Chad Freeman • country • 6pm •
$5 • 21+

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety •
7:30pm • $20 • ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Crime Lab • pop, punk • JJ
Lawlins and the ’45s • Side Montero • Katarak
Attack • 9pm

SISTER Wake Self Album Release • DJ Ohm • hip-
hop, EDM, hardstyle • DJ Native Guest • 8pm • $7

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Jared
Warren • Americana • 7pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Javier Ortega • indie,
pop • 6pm
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FRIDAY JAN 3

WELLNESS/FITNESS
SELF SERVE Sex Magick: Setting Orgasmic
Intentions for 2020. With guided meditation, learn
to use orgasmic sex magic and ritual to dream big,
make intentions specific and practice the art of asking
for what you want as a sexual being, to create and
manifest your sex life intentions for 2020. 112
Morningside Dr NE. $25. 7-9pm. 18+. 265-5815.
alibi.com/v/6zq0.

SATURDAY JAN 4

LEARN
CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY National Trivia Day: Battle
of the Brains. Play by yourself or join a team of up
to four people. Study up for questions that run the
gamut with first, second and third place winners.
Registration required. 6901 Barstow St NE. 3:30-5pm.
857-8321. alibi.com/v/6zak.

SUNDAY JAN 5

LEARN
SELF SERVE Open Rope Tying Practice for POCs
Only. Review communication, consent and safety
as you practice knots in a safe space, led by BKBN
a rope enthusiast of color, for persons of color only.
112 Morningside Dr NE. $5. 10am-noon. 18+.
265-5815. alibi.com/v/6zq1.

OUTDOOR
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER
Bosque Wild: Guided Nature Walk. Take a hike
through nature’s laboratory in a moderately stren-
uous guided hike. Reservations recommended. 6500
Coors Blvd NW. 8-10am. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/6zrw.

MONDAY JAN 6

50/50 COFFEE HOUSE Nerd Night. Nerd out with
D&D, Magic the Gathering, Monopoly, Scrabble and
more. Bring your own game or use one from the
shop. 2122 Central Ave SE. 4-8pm. ALL-AGES!
639-4334. alibi.com/v/6ss3.

TUESDAY JAN 7

GREEN JEANS FARMERY The Next Generation:
N.M. Munch. A safe, inclusive space for younger
kinksters to meet their peers and explore their dark
side in a welcoming, accepting environment open
to those 18 to 35. 3600 Cutler Ave NE. 6-8pm. 18+.
alibi.com/v/6a32.

KIDS
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY
Imagine Storytime. Enjoy stories, songs, movement
and music for the youngest museumgoers and fami-
lies. Inspired by the spirit of “Sesame Street” and
the Muppets, each week presents a different theme.
2000 Mountain Rd NW. 2-3pm. 764-6515.
alibi.com/v/6znh.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Impact and Coffee. Nonprofit leaders, volunteers,
funders and people finding their place in the commu-
nity have a cup of coffee, hear about new social profit
ventures and innovation in a six-minute presentation
format. 624 Tijeras Ave NW. 9-10am. 226-0171.
alibi.com/v/6zpn.

WEDNESDAY JAN 8

LEARN
PALO DURO SENIOR CENTER Composting with
Worms. A class presented by Bernalillo County
Extension Master Composters open to all ages.
Registration required. 5221 Palo Duro Ave NE.
10am-noon. ALL-AGES! 888-8102. alibi.com/v/6ys8.

PLANFORWHATIF! New Year, Less Stuff: Tricks to
Declutter. Miriam Ortiz y Pino shows five easy prin-
ciples to help let go of clutter. Learn to make deci-
sions about what is important to keep and what to
let go of and take action. 8208 Louisiana Blvd NE.
11:30am-12:30pm. 21+. (805) 550-5005.
alibi.com/v/6zgw.

THURSDAY JAN 2

LEARN
SOURCE Tarot Book Study: Rachel Pollack’s 78
Degrees of Wisdom 2019 Edition. Join the monthly
group and study the depth of tarot. 1111 Carlisle
Blvd SE. $10. 6-8:30pm. 18+. 350-7205.
alibi.com/v/6p2d.

FRIDAY JAN 3

ART
.

YUCCA ART GALLERY Open House. Celebrate the
wonders of Old Town and meet the featured artists.
Light refreshments are provided. 2065 San Felipe St
NW. 11am-4:30pm. ALL-AGES! 247-8931.
alibi.com/v/6zgz.

SATURDAY JAN 4

WORDS
ORGANIC BOOKS Joseph Badal Book Signing. The
author signs and discusses his new work, Justice,
third in his Curtis Chronicles series of international
thrillers. 111 Carlisle Blvd SE. 3pm. ALL-AGES!
553-3823. alibi.com/v/6zfa.

FILM
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER
Film Screening and Q&A: Crowville. Enjoy a
screening of the short film by Mary Lance and Ben
Daitz with a discussion to follow. 6500 Coors Blvd
NW. 2-3pm. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/6zrv.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Monthly Matinee.
Explore NM history through film with a ¡Colores!
double feature. 423 Central Ave NE. 2-3pm.
ALL-AGES! 848-1376. alibi.com/v/6zat.

SUNDAY JAN 5

FILM
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Spider-Man: Far From
Home. Enjoy a screening of the Marvel film, rated
PG-13. 8081 Central Ave NW. 1:30-3:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 768-4320. alibi.com/v/6zae.

ORPHEUM ART SPACE Joteria
Undocumented: Tierra, Identidad y
Transformación. Gabriela Hernandez, a
non-binary undocumented artist from
Mexico, presents artwork that aims to
translate stories of community with a
broader consciousness of varied identi-
ties to impact cultural change. 500
Second Street SW. 6-8pm. ALL-AGES!
795-0545. alibi.com/v/6zor

  CALENDARS

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS James McIntire
Jazz Trio • jazz • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE DJ CelloSello •
variety • 6pm

WINE.DIVE Eli Del Puerto • jazz • 8pm • FREE

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK First Fridays
Comedy Contest • stand-up comedy • 8pm

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY
Headliners 505 Comedy Presents Friday Night
Fools • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $10 • 18+

SATURDAY JAN 4
B2B2 BARRIO UPTOWN Shimon’s Free Agents •
jazz • 6:30pm • FREE

DIRTY BOURBON Chad Freeman • country • 6pm •
$5 • 21+

PONDEROSA BREWING COMPANY Los
Radiators • acoustic folk, rock, blues • 7:30pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Halfway Decent
Karaoke • 7pm • FREE • 21+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Marie Black • folk •
5pm • 21+

SEARED Dave Friedlander • jazz, bop • 6:30pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Kirk
Matthews • soul, singer-songwriter • 7pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. MRMRVL • variety • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS DJ Valens •
beats, grooves • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Anthony Torrez •
outlaw country • 6pm

WINE.DIVE Hooks and Harps • variety • 7pm •
FREE

COMEDY
RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Saturday Stand-Up
Spectacular • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $5 •
18+

SUNDAY JAN 5
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Odd Dog • jam band •
4pm • FREE

HIGH AND DRY BREWING Marie Black • folk •
6pm • 21+

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety •
4pm • $20 • ALL-AGES!

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Cathleen Wilder and
Friends • variety • 4pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER Alxxs Garza • chill, Latin, house • 11am •
FREE

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Greg Johns •
acoustic country • 4pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MONDAY JAN 6
TRACTOR BREWING CO. Old-Time Jam Circle •
7:30pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY OG Monday: A
Comedy Open Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm •
FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE ‘Gilmore Girls’
Trivia • 7pm

TUESDAY JAN 7
THE BARLEY ROOM Swag Duo and Friends • jazz,
blues, Motown • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Jam Night •
5pm • Bring Your Own Vinyl • 6pm • FREE • 21+

STEEL BENDER BREWYARD Dirty Brown Jug
Band • outlaw country, bluegrass • 6pm

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Folk Festival
Jam • 7pm • FREE

WEDNESDAY JAN 8
TRACTOR BREWING CO. Tractor Trivia League:
Season 1 • 7pm

COMMUNITY ARTS & LIT

LAUNCHPAD Start Making Sense
2020 • Zillaphyst • Talking Heads
tribute • 9pm

FRIDAY JAN 3

SATURDAY JAN 4

MUSIC
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message that there are really not some
very fine people on both sides. Nazis are
horrible people and their portrayal in this
film demonstrates that with gusto. 

But let’s not linger over the Nazis, lets
instead wander back to Austrian Alps
where farmer Franz and his beautiful
young family eke out a living growing
potatoes and wheat on the outskirts of a
bucolic Austrian village. Malick is known
for his painterly visions of large landscapes
and small moments. In A Hidden Life, you
can smell the dirt on the characters’ hands
and feel their muscles groan at the plow.
The hills are alive, not with music this
time, but with the hard, rewarding life of
simple family farming in a community.
Malick takes his time establishing what
rural life was like for the people of this
village and the Jägerstätter family. It
makes it just that much more
heartbreaking when the Nazis enter the
scene to ruin it for everybody, starting with
Jägerstätter. 

It should be noted that Malick makes
fantastic use of language in the film.
Flowing between English and German, the
language carries the emotion in the angry
scenes of both villagers and prison guards.
Unless the filmgoer understands German,

they are forced to absorb the emotional
content and rage of the scenes without the
distraction of what precisely is being said.
It is a very powerful bit of moviemaking,
giving the viewer the time and space to
come up with their own words, in their
own language. 

The message of A Hidden Life is not an
uncommon one in film: A man stands up
for what he believes in, despite the costs.
The private exchange between
Jägerstätter and his judge sums up the
situation nicely. “Do we have a right to do
this?” the judge asks. “Do I have a right
not to?” asks Jägerstätter. It is the root of
passivity and a question worth repeated
consideration in films. Why does one have
to participate in others’ actions? Where
does our responsibility for the common
good end?

Taking on a project of this scale is well
within the scope of Malick, who rendered
such romantic period pieces as Badlands
and Days of Heaven. The romance in A
Hidden Life is found in Jägerstätter’s love
of life. It is evident, but often
overshadowed by the brutality he is put
through. It would be a shame to view this
film as simply a political statement
dropped off on Hollywood’s doorstep as a
cautionary tale in a turbulent time without
also taking in the nearly three hours of
screen time that Malick has laid out as a
portrait of a man, a family, a community
and a nation dealing with stressors beyond
their control. A Hidden Life paints a picture
of times that are hard, but reminds us that
solace, and even beauty, can be found in
our own convictions.  a

A Hidden Life
Saying “no thanks” to Nazis

The Worst of 2019

The year 2019 is officially over, and there are
plenty of Americans telling the last 365 days
not to let the door hit them in the ass on the
way out. In a myriad of ways, 2019 sucked.
Now, we can look forward to a fresh new
2020 and all the promise that it brings. But
our concerns in this section are not political,
economic or social. They’re cinematic.

In the last issue of the Alibi, we talked
about the best films of 2019. And we had
some laudable ones, let’s not forget. But
now, let us take the opportunity to usher out
the previous stinker of a year by rooting
through the dumpster that was 2019 and
digging out the worst films of the year. Good
riddance to bad movies! Here’s a rundown
of the worst films of 2019.

The cheapo sci-fi drama Replicas looks
like it fell through a hole from an alternate
universe in which Keanu Reeves never made
The Matrix and became a failed, direct-to-
video star in the mid-’90s instead. 

The “Matthew McConaughey as a sexy
boat captain caught up in murder” thriller
Serenity boasts the most far-fetched twist
ending of any film of last year (or any year,
for that matter). 

The Goldfinch proves that even Pulitzer
Prize-winning novels can be the subject of
lifeless, pointless, wildly self-important art
house dramas. 

Here’s hoping the trend of turning
inspirational self-help novels in which dogs
talk (and eventually die) into sappy films
ends with The Art of Racing in the Rain
and A Dog’s Journey. 

If you loved Miracles From Heaven, the
2016 “true life” Christian drama about a kid
who fell into a hollow tree and didn’t die,
because Jesus—then you’ll probably still be
bored by Breakthrough, the “true life”
Christian drama about a kid who fell through
some ice and didn’t die, because Jesus. 

Siri and Alexa already exist to destroy our
lives, so a comedy about a self-aware virtual
phone assistant that becomes emotionally
attached to its socially awkward owner
(Adam DeVine, better in small doses) seems
kinda redundant. Jexi (the last film to be
released by the now-defunct CBS Films)
might skate by on its bland cultural insights
if it were at all funny. It’s not. Watch 2013’s
Her instead. Same premise, much better
movie.

Playmobil: The Movieand UglyDolls are
2019’s most exemplary double-feature of
unnecessary, D-list, CGI kids’ movies: lazy
computer animation, bland stories, a pileup
of celebrity voices and an overly obvious
moral that comes at kids like a baseball bat. 

John Travolta (more or less doing
something Robert Downey Jr. expressly
warned actors not to do in Tropic Thunder)
plays an action movie star’s biggest (and
most mentally disturbed) fan in The Fanatic,
a perfectly preposterous disaster written and
directed by Limp Bizkit frontman Fred Durst.
Like the guy didn’t get enough criticism for
his awful music. Easily the worst film of the
year, and the only one worth watching for
the sheer giggles. a

I
t is easy to forget that not everyone
who lives in a totalitarian regime likes
their totalitarian regime. It’s not mass

hysteria that takes over the people’s minds
in a place overrun by despots and
theocracies. People of conscience still
retain their values and morals
independent of social pressures. How they
choose to act given those pressures is the
heart of the matter. In this case, it is also
the heart of the film A Hidden Life by
writer-director Terrence Malick. 

A Hidden Life is the story of Franz
Jägerstätter (August Diehl) whose pleasant
life farming in the hills of Austria is ruined
by the demand that he comply with
compulsory service to the Third Reich. He
finds the insistence that he swear
allegiance to Adolf Hitler untenable,
refuses and is jailed for his trouble. From
there on out, things go poorly for our hero
Jägerstätter. 

Based on a true story, A Hidden Life is
an ambitious film for several reasons, not
the least of which is its epic 174-minute
length. First, there are Nazis. Films with
Nazis bring with them a pile of baggage
that is as unpleasant as it is constraining.
Filmgoers already have their mind made
up when they see a swastika and unless it
ends with a face-melting opening of the
Ark of the Covenant, most will be
disappointed. That brings up the second
issue. In America, people have been
expressing pro-Nazi views in increasing
numbers. This is a film that finds itself
squarely in a time when authoritarianism
is on the rise around the globe. Malick is
clearly offering a counterpoint with the

REEL WORLD
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

FILM | REVIEW by Clarke Condé

A Hidden Life
Written and directed by Terrence Malick

Starring Matthias Schoenaerts, Michael

Nyqvist, August Diehl, Bruno Ganz

Rated PG-13

Opens Friday 1/3.

Maybe I should have taken the blue pill.
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SAVE THE DATE
April 4th

Santa Fe Community Convention Center

Building the Cannatopia
Creating our future for the cannabis and hemp industry.

TALK TO A FRIENDLY REP AT
(505) 346-0660

ADVERTISING@ALIBI.COM

Early bird pricing on 
booth reservations 

now available!
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and is marked for assassination. It’s up to
the Angels to protect her. 118 minutes.
PG-13. (Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Movies 8, Movies West)

Frozen II
Disney’s 2013 smash animated hit gets
the inevitable sequel. This time around
Anna (Kristen Bell), Elsa (Idina Menzel),
Kristoff (Jonathan Groff) and Olaf (Josh
Gad) must leave the kingdom of Arendelle
to travel to an ancient, autumn-bound for-
est and discover the origin of Elsa’s mys-
terious powers—and, you know, save the
kingdom. 103 minutes. PG. (Century 14
Downtown, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

The Good Liar
Sir Ian McKellen stars as a heartless eld-
erly con artist who can hardly believe his
luck when he meets a wealthy widower
(Helen Mirren) online. But our protago-
nist’s dastardly plan starts to fall apart
when he finds himself caring about his
mark—who may be significantly less help-
less than she appears. There’s a comfort-
able pleasure in seeing McKellen and
Mirren’s first onscreen team-up. But the
film’s countless twists and turns are too
tame and tidy to elicit many thrills. 109
minutes. R. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Jojo Rabbit
Taiki Waititi (What We Do In the Shadows,
Thor: Ragnarok) writes, directs and stars
(as Adolf Hitler) in this irreverent, occa-
sionally surreal and surprisingly big-
hearted dramedy. Our titular Jojo (Roman
Griffin Davis) is an undersized German kid
who wants desperately to be a good Nazi.
Unfortunately, he’s way too sensitive and
kindhearted. But that doesn’t stop him
from having conversations with his imagi-
nary childhood friend Hitler (Waititi). But
when Jojo finds a young Jewish girl hid-
den in the attic by his concerned mother
(Scarlett Johansson), he experiences a cri-
sis of dogma (and grows up just a little).
This is a tough tonal balancing act, and
Waititi nails both the silly satire and the
painful drama—even if the story is ulti-
mately a slight one. Reviewed in v28 i44.
108 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Down-
town)

tion and daddy issues. Leave it to some
artful, back-and-forth questioning with Mr.
Rogers to heal those lingering childhood
issues. 108 minutes. PG. (Century 14
Downtown, High Ridge, Rio Rancho Pre-
miere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX
& RPX)

Black Christmas
Bob Clark’s 1974 cult classic holiday
slasher—about a group of female students
stalked by a stranger during Christmas
break—gets a feminst reboot thanks to
writer/director Sophia Takal. Imogen
Poots (Fright Night, Green Room) heads
the cast. 98 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14
Downtown, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Bombshell
Margot Robbie, Charlize Theron and
Nicole Kidman star in this ripped-from-
the-headlines drama about a group of
women (Megyn Kelly and Gretchen Carl-
son among them) who decide to take on
Fox News head Roger Ailes (John Lith-
gow) and the sexist corporate atmosphere
he promoted. 108 minutes. R. (Flix Brew-
house, High Ridge, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX)

Cats
The enduringly popular stage musical by
Andrew Lloyd Webber (and based on
some weird-ass cat poems by T.S. Eliot)
comes to life on the big screen. Idris Elba,
Ian McKellen, Rebel Wilson, Judi Dench,
Taylor Swift, James Corden, Jennifer Hud-
son and Jason Derulo are among the ac-
tors wearing CGI cat suits and singing
about “the Heavyside Layer.” (Flix Brew-
house, Century 14 Downtown, High
Ridge, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Charlie’s Angels
The world really didn’t need the 2000 re-
boot of Charlie’s Angels. And it probably
doesn’t need this one either. But here we
are. Kristen Stewart, Naomi Scott and Ella
Balinska are our three new international
superspy detectives (or whatever Charlie’s
Angels are supposed to be). Elizabeth
Banks (who also wrote and directed this
one!) is our new Bosley. Seems that a
young computer technician has blown the
whistle on a dangerous new technology

NEW
Beyond Horror: The History and Sub-
culture of Red Films
This documentary explores the history of
extreme cinema from an academic per-
spective designed to reach both fans and
critics of the genre. With a timeline cover-
ing everything from Last House On The
Left to the controversial August Under-
ground Trilogy, Beyond Horror brings to-
gether conversations with psychologists,
fans and filmmakers to tell the story of
some of the most notorious films ever cre-
ated. 90 minutes. Unrated. (Opens 1/4 at
Guild Cinema)

Varda By Agnes
The final film from the late, beloved Agnès
Varda is a characteristically playful, pro-
found and personal summation of the di-
rector’s own brilliant career. At once
impish and wise, she acts as our spirit
guide on a free-associative tour through
her six-decade artistic journey, shedding
new light on her films, photography, and
recent installation works while offering her
one-of-a-kind reflections on everything
from filmmaking to feminism to aging. In
French with English subtitles. 120 min-
utes. Unrated. (Opens 1/2 at Guild Cin-
ema)

What She Said: The Art of Pauline Kael
This critically acclaimed film tells the story
of Pauline Kael—who Roger Ebert referred
to as the most influential film critic of the
late 20th century—and her turbulent life
and work using never-before-seen
archival footage, her published writing
and personal letters and interviews with
friends and foes of her pen. Pauline is
voiced by Sarah Jessica Parker, and par-
ticipants include Quentin Tarantino,
Camille Paglia, David O. Russell, Molly
Haskell and Francis Ford Coppola. Un-
rated. 95 minutes. (Opens 1/2 at Guild Cin-
ema)

Witness at Tornillo
Witness at Tornillo follows 66-year-old
Brooklynite Josh Rubin, an activist who
has become a fixture of the Families Be-
long Together protests. He helped draw
national attention to the Tornillo facility,
moving on from there to a similar youth
detention facility in Florida. Rubin defines
witnessing as a key form of protest. 62
minutes. Unrated. (Opens 1/5 at Guild Cin-
ema)

STILL PLAYING
21 Bridges
Chadwick Boseman (Black Panther) stars
in this taut but familiar crime thriller about
an embattled NYPD detective thrust into a
manhunt for a pair of cop killers. In order
to stop them, he takes the unprecedented
step of shutting down all 21 bridges out of
Manhattan Island, uncovering a citywide
conspiracy in the process. 99 minutes. R.
(Movies 8, Movies West)

A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood
Beloved actor Tom Hanks takes on the
role of beloved kids’ TV show host Fred
Rogers in this gentle, feel-good biopic.
The story is based loosely on a 1998 Es-
quire cover story in which star writer Tom
Junod set out to pen a profile of Mr.
Rogers—only to discover that spending
time as an adult with the host would have
a profound healing effect on his troubled
psyche. Matthew Rhys (“The Americans”)
plays our (somewhat more fictionalized)
journalist, hounded by a gloomy disposi-

Joker
After Cesar Romero, Jack Nicholson,
Mark Hamill, Heath Ledger and Jared
Leto put their stamp on the character,
moody method actor Joaquin Phoenix
tries DC’s iconic villain on for size. This
one swings pretty far afield of the tradi-
tional comic book origin stories, but
writer-director Todd Phillips (Old School,
The Hangover) offers a distinctive, Martin
Scorsese-esque vision of a failed comic
being disenfranchised from society and
reinventing himself as an outsized su-
pervillain for the ages. Reviewed in v28
i41. 121 minutes. R. (Century 14 Down-
town)

Jumanji: The Next Level
Dwayne Johnson, Karen Gillan, Jack
Black and Kevin Hart are back as a group
of friends transported back into their digi-
tal avatars in the magical video game Ju-
manji. This time around, the game is
broken, and the quartet find themselves
fighting new adversities and navigating
different landscapes—from snowy moun-
taintops to arid deserts. Awkwafina, Nick
Jonas and Danny DeVito are among the
new cast members for this go-around.
123 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Down-
town, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Al-
buquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX)

Knives Out
Filmmaker Rian Johnson (Brick, Looper,
Stars Wars: Episode VIII—The Last Jedi)
takes Agatha Christie-style murder mys-
tery over the top and back again with this
giddy fun thriller. Seems that a world-fa-
mous mystery writer (Christopher Plum-
mer) has been murdered at his lavish
country estate. Now it’s up to a dapper,
Southern-fried detective (Daniel Craig) to
figure out which of the guy’s quirky rela-
tives did him in. Chris Evans? Jamie Lee
Curtis? Michael Shannon? Don Johnson?
Toni Collette? Reviewed in v28 i48. 130
minutes. PG-13. (Century 14 Downtown,
High Ridge, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

The Lighthouse
From filmmaker Robert Eggers (The
VVitch) comes another moody tale of iso-
lation and (possible) supernatural disor-

Varda By Agnes

FILM | CAPSULES by Devin D. O’leary
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Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058

Queen & Slim
A young guy on the make (Daniel Kalu-
uya, Get Out) and a self-serious lawyer
(Jodie Turner-Smith, “Nightflyers”) meet
on a Tinder date but hit it off horribly. As
he takes her home, however, the two run
afoul of a belligerent cop. The traffic stop
goes from bad to deadly when the officer
pulls his gun. “Slim” acts in self defense,
saving “Queen”—but killing the officer.
Suddenly these two unwitting fugitives,
who more or less hate one another, are
forced to embark on a cross-country
Thelma & Louise-style flight in a vintage
turquoise Pontiac Catalina. R. (Century 14
Downtown)

Richard Jewell
Clint Eastwood directs this biopic about
American security guard Richard Jewell,
who was briefly considered a suspect in
the 1996 Summer Olympic bombing in
Atlanta. The film documents Jewell’s
“trial by media,” which took a huge toll
on his personal and professional life—be-
fore his eventual exoneration (and the
capture of the actual bomber). 129 min-
utes. R. (Century 14 Downtown, High
Ridge, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Spies in Disguise
Will Smith offers up his voice to this car-
toon about an international superspy
who gets turned into a pigeon. He’s a pi-
geon. But he’s still got to save the world.
That’s the situation. Will Smith is a pi-
geon. 102 minutes. PG. (Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker
Director J.J. Abrams closes out this latest
Star Wars trilogy by setting up one final
battle between the forces of good (em-

bodied by Daisey Ridley’s Rey) and the
forces of evil (led by Adam Driver’s Kylo
Ren). Also, Lando Calrissian (Billy Dee
Williams) and Emperor Palpatine (Ian Mc-
Diarmid) are back for old times’ sake. 141
minutes. PG-13. (AMC Albuquerque 12,
Century 14 Downtown, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Flix Brewhouse, High Ridge,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX)

Uncut Gems
The Safdie brothers, Josh and Benny,
reaffirm their anxiety-inducing cinematic
prowess with Uncut Gems. Charismatic
NYC jeweler Howard Ratner (Adam San-
dler) keeps on the lookout for the next
big score, making a series of high-stakes
bets that could lead to the windfall. The
resulting film is a precarious high-wire
act, as Howard tries to balance business,
family and encroaching adversaries on all
sides in relentless pursuit of the ultimate
win. 135 minutes. R. (Century 14 Down-
town, Cottonwood Stadium 16, High
Ridge, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Zombieland: Double Tap
Since 2008’s cult hit Zombieland, writers
Rhett Reese and Paul Wernick have gone
on to pen the popular Deadpool series.
Now they reunite with director Ruben
Fleischer in this much-anticipated sequel.
Zombie apocalypse survivors Columbus,
Tallahassee, Wichita and Little Rock
(Jesse Eisenberg, Woody Harrelson,
Emma Stone and Abigail Breslin) return,
facing off against some frighteningly
evolved zombies with the help of some
new additions (Zoey Deutch, Rosario
Dawson). 99 minutes. R. (Movies 8,
Movies West)

SECOND RUN
Abominable
DreamWorks Animation (HShrek, Kung
Fu Panda) returns with a cuddly, kid-cen-
tric fable about a Shanghai teen who en-
counters a runaway yeti on the roof of
her apartment and vows to return the
magical furry fellow to his home atop
Mount Everest. 97 minutes. PG. (Movies
West)

The Addams Family
Charles Addams’ enduringly ghoulish
cartoon characters return (appropriately
enough) in computer-animated form. The
all-star voice cast includes Oscar Isaac
(Gomez), Charlize Theron (Morticia),
Chloë Grace Moretz (Wednesday), Finn
Wolfhard (Pugsley), Nick Kroll (Uncle Fes-
ter), Bette Midler (Grandma) and Snoop
Dogg (Cousin Itt)—all of whom do right
by their characters. If only the dull story
weren’t so bogged down in kiddy film
moralizing. 87 minutes. PG. (Movies 8,
Movies West)

Terminator: Dark Fate
James Cameron returns as producer (but
not as director or screenwriter) for this
sci-fi sequel, which ignores the last few
Terminator films and functions as a direct
sequel to 1991’s Terminator 2: Judgment
Day. Seems that the apocalyptic Judg-
ment Day was merely postponed, forcing
waitress-turned-asskicker Sarah Connor
(Linda Hamilton) to come out of hiding to
protect some new target from execution
at the hands of killer robots from the fu-
ture. This time around she’s got help in
the form of the latest human/Terminator
hybid (Mackenzie Davis from “Halt and
Catch Fire”) and an old frenemy (Arnold
Schwarzenegger). 128 minutes. R.
(Movies 8)

der. In the late 1800s, a retired timber-
man (Robert Pattinson) is sent to serve as
an apprentice lighthouse keeper on a
storm-lashed New England island. There,
he meets a superstitious old sea dog
(Willem Dafoe). Over the coming weeks,
the two descend into a hallucinatory fog
of booze, isolation, madness and some
very ominous storm clouds. Shot in a
boxy black-and-white frame, the film
looks like some long-buried, Poe-inspired
film from a particularly demented film-
maker in the silent era. What exactly hap-
pens in this eerie, old-tyme sea shanty is
kind of up for debate. But Eggers’ stylized
ode to cabin fever is a hypnotizing,
haunting (and occasionally hilarious) two-
hander nonetheless. 109 minutes. R.
(Guild Cinema)

Little Women (2019)
Indie writer-director Greta Gerwig’s (Lady
Bird) take on Little Women draws on the
classic novel and its author Louisa May
Alcott’s overarching body of work. In
Gerwig’s take, Alcott’s alter ego Jo March
(Saoirse Ronan) reflects on her fictional
life as her sisters Meg, Amy and Beth in-
dependently determine the trajectory of
their own lives. 135 minutes. PG. (AMC
Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium
16, High Ridge, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX)

Maleficent: Mistress of Evil
Angelina Jolie returns as the living em-
bodiment of Disney’s evil queen from
Sleeping Beauty. This time around the
witchy (but misunderstood) fairy queen’s
goddaughter Aurora (Elle Fanning, still a
beauty but no longer sleeping) is about
to get married to a handsome prince. Un-
fortunately, Aurora’s mother-in-law-to-be
(Michelle Pfeiffer) is secretly using the im-
pending nuptials to divide humans and
fairies forever, stranding Maleficent and
Aurora on opposite sides of a supernatu-
ral war. Reviewed in v28 i43. 118 min-
utes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)

Mystify: Michael Hutchence
Late, great INXS frontman Michael
Hutchence gets the documentary treat-
ment with this insightful musical portrait.
125 minutes. Unrated. (Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX)

Parasite
The latest film from brilliant South Ko-
rean director Bong Joon-Ho (The Host,
Mother, Snowpiercer) is a pitch-black,
tragicomic thriller about a poor but loving
family scraping by in a crowded “semi-
basement” apartment on a grubby side
street in Seoul. By chance, the family’s in-
telligent son lands a job tutoring an
upper-class teenage girl who lives in a
massive modernist mansion. This sudden
and vivid contrast in fortunes sets up the
film’s nasty, near-Gothic twists and turns
(none of which should be spoiled). 131
minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Playing With Fire
Wrestlin’ thespian John Cena stars in this
wacky family comedy about a crew of
rugged, manly, musclebound firefighters
who rescue three rambunctious kids
from a major California wildfire only to
end up having to take care of them in the
firehouse. Hijinks ensue! Fans of comedy
involving people getting bonked on the
head, falling on their buttocks or other-
wise engaging in the time-honored tradi-
tion of pratfalls will certainly laugh their
guts out with this one. (Also poop and
fart jokes. So many poop and fart jokes.)
96 minutes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies West)

FILM | CAPSULES by Devin D. O’leary



Adam Ganer
Are Parties There
(Self-released)

This work is totally
disturbing but may bring
listeners closer to
determining the truth
about what the music in their lives really
represents. Is this nuanced muse just a
party time friend with benefits or will the
spirit stick around and bring listeners
cosmic fulfilment on the comedown? Full
of brazen glitchiness, mouthy expressions
of noise and a reliance on house music
methodologies that say “Spring Break
4eva” in super-masculine and ultra-feminine
sonic disguises, this recording ultimately
answers our critical questions with hung
over tuneage like “Bright Candles That Are
On Fire” and “Watching Space On
Neptune.” Either you’ll love taking the trip
offered here in the afterglow or it will
simply and quickly kill you. Who wants to
live forever?

Filalete
Seven Princes of
Heaven
(Noctivagant)

This one is totally
espooky, kids. I picked it
because I liked the cover
art and religious overtones—each of the
tracks refers to one of the heavenly angels.
You know, Michael and Gabriel and
Raphael and their winged friends. Given
those classical underpinnings, I listened to
this record as if it were—and it really is—a
collection of art music compositions,
program music to be more specific. In the
case of these works, there is indeed a
leitmotif expressed for each character
whose narrative is played out musically.
Here, the identities are electrical, stormy
and mostly bereft of linear melody yet
memorable for their sonic scope and
passion. Dark and complicated, vast
musical spaces define each expression of
angelic power this way. Entrancing.
Favorite tracks: “Uriel” and “Jegudiel.”

Lone Piñon
Nuevas Acequias, Rio Viejito:
Traditional Music of Northern New
Mexico
(Self-released)

I was destined to listen to this record. A
fantastic collection of traditional music
from the heart of The Land of
Enchantment, this record details the
significance of Lone Piñon’s work in
regional folk music as well as cementing
the duo as authorities on the diverse form’s
current state of performance and accurate
reiteration. The CD version of this record
includes cover art and a 10-page booklet by
artist Sean Wells featuring sketches of
New Mexico elders and musicians who
influenced the recording, as well as
important historical information that will
enrich listeners of this essential iteration of
la cultura Nueva Mexicana. It’s all here and
it’s all clear, from polkas like “La Julia” to
rancheras like “Casa de Adobe.” Vamos a
bailar, compadres! a

Call to find out about our NEW vendor specials

Antiques, Collectibles, Furniture
Consignment & Much More

Mon - Sat 10:00am to 6:00pm
Sun 12:00pm to 5:00pm

4616 Central Ave. SE
ABQ, NM 87108

(505) 265-3161
ClassicCenturySquare.com

Classic
Century Square

Classic
Century Square

Classic
Century Square
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Tomorrow’s the Day
My show’s gonna come

time they had a gig in these parts, the
headliner cancelled and everyone from Joey
Abbin to that one chick who plays in Prism
Bitch—but also used do this thing about
how we all talk in this town—was severely
disappointed. This time, one of
Albuquerque’s best rocanrol bands, the
aforementioned product of the son of the
big Ant Farmer Carl Petersen, has a gig at
the Moonlight Lounge (120 Central Ave.
SW) on Friday, Jan. 3. You should show up
just to possibly hear epic tuneage like
“People’s Court” or “Tacos with Ed.”
Katarak Attack, JJ Lawlins and Side
Montero open. 9pm • $5 • 21+.

Saturday
Do you like Talking Heads? How about
Zillaphyst? Alibi readers voted the latter the
Best Electronic Artist in our last edition of
the Best of Burque Music Reader’s Choice
awards. Tony Orant, Kelly Wilson, Mikey
Jaramillo and effects magician Mike Gerdes
have created a super-thick sound that’s part
psychedelic, part jazz and in sum, one heck
of a creative musical vision. As for the
former, a group of misfits from the Rhode
Island School of Design, we happen to dig
their earlier work, swear by Fear of Music but
get lost and sad by the time Stop Making
Sense started making sense in the mid-
1980s. In any case, you can catch the latter
paying tribute to the former on Saturday,
Jan. 4 at Launchpad (618 Central Ave. SW)
for a concert titled ABQ Start Making Sense
2020. I’m determined the result is the good
thing. 9pm • $8-12 • 21+.

Tuesday
If you like your Americana gritty and full of
the coarse and chaotic gravy of life,
leavened with a load of piquant observations
about the state of humankind—sung from
the back of a vibrating fantail whilst the
sounds of a banjo or mandolin drifts
longingly over the whole affair—then have
we got news for you. And a band, too. The
ensemble is called Dirty Brown Jug Band
and the news is that you’ve got something
worthwhile to do after all. Check out vocalist
and string master Jer Klinger, bassist Justin
Roque and drummer Justin Salazar on
Tuesday, Jan. 7 at Steel Bender Brewyard
(8305 Second Street NW). By gum, you’ll
climb that hill, winter or no winter! 6pm •
Free • 21+. a

“What’s your favorite wintertime
jam, August?” I once asked.
“That’s easy,” he replied. It’s

that Dylan cover from Sweetheart of the Rodeo
by The Byrds. You know the one?

“You Ain’t Going Nowhere,” que no?
“That would be her,” March proclaimed

as he proceeded to crank up said tune on
his 1998 Mac Mini. “Here you go,” he said
as the virtual needle at YouTube dropped,
the screen resolved itself and the singing
began, all plaintive and proud.

Some of the lyrics went like this:
“Strap yourself/ To the tree with roots/

You ain’t goin’ nowhere/ Whoo-ee ride me
high/ Tomorrow’s the day/ My bride’s gonna
come/ Oh, oh, are we gonna fly/ Down in
the easy chair/ Genghis Khan/ He could not
keep/ All his kings/ Supplied with sleep/
We’ll climb that hill no matter how steep/
When we come up to it.”

“Hmm, that reminds me of this week’s
preview selections,” March concluded. He
told me to tell you that if you want to know
how that conclusion came to be, then you all
should read on; you’ll get it just fine.

Thursday
The upcoming year for rock music in El
Burque could be summarized using the
musical produce of the bands playing at
Launchpad (618 Central Ave. SW) on
Thursday, Jan. 2. These are the rock bands
at the top of the rockpile residing in the
middle of our desert—with a cool but
notoriously fickle river flowing nearby.
Constant Harmony is a trio that features
multi-instrumentalist siblings Sillery making
a beautifully thrashed-out noise that speaks
to people through intense rhythmics and
sacred guitar profanities. Manhigh,
featuring real rock wizard Gabriel Gambino
and legendary local Ray Gutierrez, returns
to the limelight after a tragic summer while
Shrewd is all that. The Directory features
Peri Pakroo, a mostly unsung Burque rock
god. All those nice words mean you oughta
show up for this one, rockers. 9pm • $5 •
21+.

Friday
Oskar Petersen has a band. That band is
Crime Lab. Julian Sanchez, Josh Prigge and
Jameson Ray complete the quartet.
Everyone in town wants to see that band
perform live because they funking rock. Last

SONIC REDUCER
BY AUGUST MARCH

MUSIC | SHOW UP! by August March

Constant Harmony COURTESY OF THE ARTIST



rock—and Magic Eight Ball and Mansion
Harlots, Baz’ old bands, had held them all
in their hands when they first came
together in the age of Cobain.

“Wha’ happened?” uttered March
sarcastically, breath exhaling loudly for
effect.

“The band broke up and well, he
ended up out here. His wife is a linguist of
some sort. And the band just got back
together. They do seem to rock by the
way,” I continued enthusiastically.
Mansion Harlots just dropped a def new
album called All Around A Fairground ,
released a locally made video and have
gigs around El Duque when he gets back.
The rest of the conversation went quickly,
with brevity.

“Did you interview him yet?”
“Yes, but he’s in Old Blighty until after

the new year.”
“Is it decent, the interview?”
“Oh yeah.”
“Then let’s hear it, people in Burque

gotta rock, you know.”
Well, then: We now join our interview

with Baz Francis—who fronts Mansion
Harlots—already in progress; straight
outta Slough and now headed for Burque.

Tell me about you and your music, how
you came to Albuquerque, all of that.
I started out life in England, just outside
of London. In Old Windsor to be exact. I
formed my first band, Mansion Harlots,
with Will Gray. We were a teenaged band,
we were together for a few years then went
our separate ways in the 1990s. I then
formed Magic Eight Ball and toured all
around Europe. I toured around the world
solo, too. And was talking to Will and he
mentioned bringing Mansion Harlots
back. And that’s what we did. And we
recorded the new album in Europe. Then
I came over to America, we moved to LA.

Did you think you’d fare better on this
side of the pond?
We had a lot going on in LA, but my wife
got a teaching position at the University
of New Mexico in the Linguistics
Department. So she’s brilliant and she
told me we need to move to Albuquerque
for 18 months. So, I started immersing
myself in the local scene. In fact, I was on
KUNM the other day.

Like Brandon Kennedy’s show or
something like that?
It was the Matthew Finch show, actually. A
really nice guy, by the way. Anyway, I
finished the Mansion Harlots album in
America after doing some live shows with
the band in Europe late last year. I’ve
been commuting back and forth from
California all this time.

I know you drove in today from Cali for
this interview. Amazing.
Yeah, and you’re one of the first people to
get a copy of the new album.

I think so. Compare hair metal at the end
of the ’80s with music by a band like
Primus.

I recall that Frizzle Fry really changed
the pop music landscape in 1990. It
was funky-time rock with an edge.
Exactly.

Did those sorts of projects set the
stage for what came next, your band
for example?
When you have a Les Claypool or a Kurt
Cobain or a Slash making music, it will
certainly knock down the barriers.

Is that the sound you’re trying to
recreate on your latest record?
I think there are flashes of that; flashes of
Slashes!

Right on. We’re going to get along fine.
What are your plans for your new life
in Albuquerque?
We’re going to be here for another 14
months. And like I said, I’ll be doing
some solo shows in northern California to
promote the album, hopefully playing
gigs out here in Albuquerque and I’ll be
working on a record with my other band,
Magic Eight Ball. That’s the plan. The
first ever Mansion Harlots video was
filmed entirely in Albuquerque by the
fantastic local filmmakers Kevin
Schulmeister and Jesse Walden at Yo Soy
Productions.

How about shows out here?
I’ve already been playing out quite a bit.
I’ve recently played at the Red Velvet
Underground. I also played at the
ZiAmaizing Maze, I did that for
Halloween. We just did two KUNM
sessions and also Cafe Bella Coffee over
in Rio Rancho. I’ve kept quite busy here.

What’s next?
The new year then begins with me
performing in session for Vintage Radio
in Liverpool on Jan. 5 with special guest
[and Magic Eight Ball bandmate] Robbie
J. Holland. Then I’m back to New Mexico
again where I perform at the South Valley
Library in Albuquerque on Jan. 23.

If you had to describe what you do to
someone who had little experience
with rock music or anything remotely
related, what you tell them?
I would say it’s equidistant between
alternative rock and stadium rock. It is
melodic. It is mournful and yet joyous.
We seized an opportunity and here we are
in Albuquerque, ready to rock. a

All Around A Fairground by Mansion Harlots

Available on Magic Cat Records, Ltd.

Tell me about the music on this album.
Tell me about your vision.
Well with Mansion Harlots, because we
formed in the ’90s, I thought it would be
a really beautiful thing to explore all of
those influences that really made us tick
as teenagers while bringing our adult
perspectives to it, too. And one big
influence for us, back then and now, is the
band Everclear.

Really? Everclear?
Yeah. And what happened was I finished
the album, I came back to Albuquerque to
finalize all of the release information and
I got a phone call the other week—well
an email—saying, “Do you want to come
up to Chico [California] and open up for
Art Alexakis of Everclear. So, that’s what I
did. Just as this album is coming out, I
get to open for one of the key influences
of Mansion Harlots. I think that one
thing I’ve always loved to do is to
combine my influences [like Everclear]
with influences from soul music, from
Motown Records.

That’s cool.
With that alternative rock sound in there,
too. There’s some classic rock in there,
too; I love Queen and Manic Street
Preachers.

That’s a big deal in Brit-pop culture.
The lyricist and rhythm guitarist of
Manic Street Preachers, Richey
Edwards, disappeared and was never
heard from again!
I went to their hometown. I met James
Dean Bradfield [the band’s lead guitarist]
a few years ago.

Fascinating. You’re talking about all
these diverse British bands but they’re
bound together by a real strong rock
guitar aesthetic, it’s like an idealized
form of rock with jazz and classical
influences too, que no?
It’s really interesting that you bring that
up. If you listen to “A Design for Life,”
which is the Manics’ big song, the chords
are very jazzy, very unusual. With me it’s
everything from metal to soul. But also
I’m a big fan of the melody, infusing the
work I do with with melody is important.
On this record, there are 10 songs written
by me and two songs written by Will Gray.
It’s melodic, it’s rock but it’s not one type
of rock. And I think that’s what the
definition of alternative is. When you had
hair rock at the end of the ’80s, that was
very cookie-cutter. Grunge and
alternative were literally the alternatives
to that formula.

Do you feel like that was a shout-out
to authenticity in a genre that had
become overburdened by pretense?

Baz Francis, Rocker
An Englishman in Albuquerque

“L
et’s frame this story properly,”
said August March in a faux
Midlands accent—something

you might hear in northern
Gloucestershire, except for that indelible
New Mexican emphasis on long vowels
that he just couldn’t resist.

“Well, this dude Baz Francis is from
Windsor and he just moved here with his
wife. She’s an academic,” I told March as I
tried to picture the places I had lived in
those environs—a landscape that, despite
the rock music culture, was never quite
home—that’s still quite memorable 20
years on.

“Oh, so this is like the Steve Hammond
scenario, like the Billy Bellmont thing?”
He looked over his Foster Grant
sunglasses and sighed. March was
referring to a phenomena that seemed to
haunt Burque’s rock music scene. A great
composer and promoter of themselves,
their band, that kind of music and
therefore the whole community made the
scene in town and flourished for a number
of years alongside a grateful community.
But then their partner took a
professorship or something like that, far
away from Dirt City.

And then they left. And Burque was
poorer, we all gathered, even as those
temporary tune masters continued to
vault upward toward rockandroll-landia
from some other, brighter place.

“Here, the story’s the opposite,” I told
him. This fellow was from the Midlands
and his band had become a big thing in
the rock clubs that were scattered like
loud, churning coal factories along the M4
from London to Cardiff. There were
plenty of these burning black nuggets of
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Here comes the rough new decade,
slouching toward us like some
lumbering beast. And just in time

for the always-incoming apocalypse,
President Donald Trump—the Great
Dragon—is reminding everybody that our
freedoms exist only so far as he sees fit.

Late last month, the hungry dragon
attached a signing statement to HR 1158,
the “Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2020.” The law authorizes appropriations
to fund certain federal agencies through
September 30 next year. Generally, when
a president attaches a signing statement,
it’s to flag provisions of laws that they
believe could impede on their executive
authority. This one specifically called
out a provision that protected most
states with medical cannabis laws—not
including South Dakota, Idaho, Kansas
and Nebraska—from federal
intervention.

The statement reads: “Division
B, section 531 of the Act provides
that the Department of Justice
may not use any funds made
available under this Act to prevent
implementation of medical
marijuana laws by various States
and territories. My Administration
will treat this provision consistent
with the President’s constitutional
responsibility to faithfully execute the
laws of the United States.”

In English: I don’t care what Congress
says. Marijuana’s illegal and I can shut it
down anytime I want.

Before you lose your head, though,
remember that this is the third time he’s
signed a statement along these lines. So
far, he’s kept his mitts off. Considering
the current state of his career, he’ll
probably be too busy fending off the dogs
to try moving against cannabis. And he’s
spoken vaguely in support of states’ rights
concerning cannabis legalization on
numerous occasions in the past.

But who knows? I’ve been told I’m an
incorrigible optimist. And it wasn’t that
many weeks ago that the Trump
administration was trying to implement
new rules that would deny asylum to
migrants with misdemeanor marijuana
offenses on their records. It seems like his
opinion of cannabis swings with his
mood.

Most New Mexicans Want
Legalization
A recent survey found that almost three-
quarters of New Mexico voters support
the legalization of recreational cannabis.

According to the Santa Fe New Mexican,
the governor’s cannabis working group
commissioned Change Research to
conduct the poll. It found that 73 percent
of 1,055 New Mexicans support the sale
of recreational cannabis for adults over 21
in their own communities. Only 39
percent said they would purchase it

[20] WEEKLY ALIBI JANUARY 2-8, 2020

Las Cruces Sun News reports that low
yields and a flooded market have made
returns on hemp crops significantly lower
than originally predicted. More than 400
licenses to grow hemp were issued by the
New Mexico Department of Agriculture
this year—including 276 licenses to grow
outdoors totaling 7,540 acres, and 132
licenses for indoor growers totaling
8,334,424 square feet.

New Mexico Secretary of Agriculture
Jeff Witte told reporters that the flood of
applicants was more than double what the
state had anticipated. “There was a
challenging year in the state, and quite
frankly across the country, because there
were a lot of people who jumped into it
and basically oversupplied what was
traditionally in the market,” Witte said.

Many of the new hemp farmers also
appear to be inexperienced.

Some farmers reported crops
with lower yields and CBD
content than they were promised
by seed broker, and much of the
product ended up selling at a
fraction of what was originally
expected. Farmers have also

reported coming into conflict
with border patrol agents who

seem to have trouble
differentiating cannabis crops from

hemp crops (for obvious reasons).
Despite all the problems, though, it

seems as though many farmers are
optimistic about next year’s harvest and
plan to continue producing the new crop.
After all, if recreational marijuana is
legalized next year, even more
opportunities could open up for
producers.

Lobby Group Warns
Against Legalizing
I would hope that some of our more astute
readers out there will have noticed that the
only outcry over the legalization of
recreational cannabis in New Mexico
seems to be coming from Far Right
conservatives and medical cannabis lobby
groups. I’ll leave it up to you to decide
what their motives could be.

The most recent grunts of disapproval
have come from “medical cannabis
experts” with the New Mexico Medical
Cannabis Patients Advocate Alliance. They
claim that legalization could threaten the
availability of cannabis for patients
enrolled in the state’s Medical Cannabis
Program. 

“New Mexico as it stands just does not
have the logistics for recreation,” the
group’s secretary, Chad Lozano, told KVIA
in El Paso, Texas. “We don’t have enough
cannabis for everybody,” he said. “We
don’t have enough producers. The price to
become producers is ridiculous … The way
that we’re going is just down the wrong
path.” a

themselves. The poll was carried out
online and was conducted between Nov.
26 and Dec. 2. The margin of error was
plus or minus 3 percent. 

According to a similar poll conducted
by the Albuquerque Journal, only 61
percent of voters supported legalization
in 2016.

“This is not a stoner-led movement,”
said Albuquerque City Councilor Pat
Davis, head of the governor’s cannabis
task force. “This is real people who see an
opportunity that we’re not taking
advantage of.”

The task force gave the governor its
list of recommendations related to future
cannabis legalization legislation in
October. Last month, Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham told KOAT that legalization was
at the top of her priorities for the 2020
legislative session. “It’s a complicated
piece of legislation, and I think it’s going
to be a tough piece of legislation to pass,
but I committed to putting it on my call,”
Lujan Grisham said.

Hemp Farmers
Discouraged by First Year
Hemp producers say their first year hasn’t
quite panned out the way they were
expecting.

Cuban Linx at Verdes Foundation

I tend to enjoy the euphoric and
uplifting effects one experiences with
certain strains, versus the heavy physical
couchlock of others. Even strong strains
that offer up a bolt of excitement and
attentiveness can dissipate quickly and
end up feeling heavy—physically or
mentally. The strain I found last week
was able to awaken and excite me
without bogging me down or making
me tired.

I went over to Verdes Foundation
(7301 San Antonio Dr. NE) to see what
was on offer and was suggested a strain
named Cuban Linx (THC: 23.00%, CBD:
0.07%—$10/gram). The buds were very
sugary and had an appealing color
palette similar to the light green and
greyish lichen that can be found growing
along the sides of trees and rocks. Tight
clumps of orange hairs could be seen
poking through, adding light splashes of
color throughout. The buds emitted a
musty and earthy smell that reminded
me of cloves and chocolate.

After a few more errands and some
bouts of cursing at inept drivers, I finally
made it home and was ready to try out
this new strain. The tight but moist nugs
were quickly broken down and placed
into a bowl for consumption. There was
a smooth, cooling and airy feeling at first
as the flower was combusted, but it
gradually became harsher and began to
taste more like cloves or pine. Towards
the end of the bowl, the hits began to
feel intense and actually made my throat
feel a bit sore and itchy.

I experienced a sudden sensation of
mental sharpness and focus. I felt alert,
animated, excited and eager. Physically,
I didn’t feel as overwhelmed as I do with
other strains, and my eyes didn’t feel as
heavy. If anything, they felt as if they had
widened to attention. My body also felt
light and bubbly, but not so comfortable
that it causes distraction or absolute
sloth. This was a strain where I could get
things done and be focused. 

This strain would be good for those
suffering from depression or lack of
motivation. I found the pep that Cuban
Linx offers to be a good boost for a
dejected or distracted person’s day. The
attentive feeling I experienced while
using this strain would make it useful
during social situations. I tend to have
pretty regular stomach issues, and I
noticed that this strain aided in treating
the nausea and discomfort I felt as well.

Cuban Linx was a solid strain that
offered up a refreshingly jolting high that
wasn’t overwhelming or overpowering.
The smell and taste were rather
standard and didn’t offer up anything too
surprising, although it did begin to feel a
bit harsh towards the end. If you’re
looking for a good strain that will perk
you up without fogging your mind, be
sure to give Cuban Linx a try. a

STRAIN CORNER
BY EDWARD BARRETT

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS by Joshua Lee

Never-Ending Apocalypse
Trump sort of makes vague threat



ARIES (March 21-April 19): “We are all hostages
of the joy of which we deprive ourselves,” wrote
poet Odysseus Elytis. Isn’t that an astounding
idea? That we refuse to allow ourselves to
experience some of the bliss and pleasure we
could easily have; and that we are immured inside
that suppressed bliss and pleasure? I call on you,
Aries, to rebel against this human tendency. As I
see it, one of your main tasks in 2020 is to permit
yourself to welcome more bliss, to aggressively
seize more pleasure, and thereby free yourself
from the rot of its nullification.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): At age 22, Taurus-
born Dutch citizen Willem de Kooning sneaked
into the United States. He was a stowaway on an
Argentina-bound freighter and stealthily
disembarked when the ship made a stop in
Virginia. As he lived in America during
subsequent decades, he became a renowned
painter who helped pioneer the movement
known as Abstract Expressionism. His status as an
illegal immigrant rarely presented any obstacles
to his growing success and stature. Not until age
57 did he finally became an American citizen. I
propose we make him one of your role models in
2020. May he inspire you to capitalize on being a
maverick, outsider or stranger. May he encourage
you to find opportunities beyond your safety
zone.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): When British
novelist E. M. Forster was in his late 30s, he had
sex with another person for the first time. Before
that he had published five novels. After that, he
produced just one more novel, though he lived
till age 91. Why? Was he having too much fun?
Looking back from his old age, he remarked that
he would “have been a more famous writer if I
had published more, but sex prevented the
latter.” I suspect that sensual pleasure and
intimacy will have the exact opposite effect on
you in 2020, Gemini. In sometimes mysterious
ways, they will make you more productive in your
chosen sphere.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): “Every part of our
personality that we do not love will regress and
become hostile to us,” wrote poet Robert Bly. I
don’t know anyone who doesn’t suffer from this
problem at least a little. That’s the bad news. The
good news for us Cancerians (yes, I’m a Crab!) is
that 2020 will be a favorable time to engage in a
holy crusade to fix this glitch: to feel and express
more love for parts of our personality that we
have dismissed or marginalized. The result? Any
self-sabotage we have suffered from in the past
could dramatically diminish.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): As a young adult, Leo-
born Raymond Chandler worked as a fruit-picker,
tennis racquet-stringer and bookkeeper. At age
34, he began a clerical job at the Dabney Oil
Syndicate, and eventually rose in the ranks to
become a well-paid executive. The cushy role
lasted until he was 44, when he was fired. He
mourned for a while, then decided to become an
author of detective fiction. It took a while, but at
age 50, he published his first novel. During the
next 20 years, he wrote six additional novels as
well as numerous short stories and screenplays—
and in the process became popular and
influential. I present this synopsis as an
inspirational story to fuel your destiny in 2020.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The fame of Virgo-
born Italian poet Ludovico Ariosto (1474–1533)
has persisted through the ages because of Orlando
Furioso, an epic poem he authored. It tells the
story of the Christian knight Orlando and his
adoration for a pagan princess. This great work
did not come easily to Ariosto. It wasn’t until he
had written 56 versions of it that he was finally
satisfied. I suspect you may harbor an equally
perfectionist streak about the good works and
labors of love you’ll craft in 2020. May I suggest
you confine your experiments to no more than 10
versions?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Leonardo da Vinci
worked on his painting The Last Supper from 1495
to 1498. It’s a big piece—about 15 by 29 feet.
That’s one reason why he took so long to finish.
But there was another explanation, too. He told
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his patron, the Duke of Milan, that he sometimes
positioned himself in front of his painting-in-
progress and simply gazed at and thought about
it, not lifting a brush. Those were times he did
some of his hardest work, he said. I trust you will
have regular experiences like that in 2020, Libra.
Some of your best efforts will arise out of your
willingness and ability to incubate your good ideas
with concentrated silence and patience.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): By 1895, Henry
James had already published 94 books. He was
renowned in the US and England, and had
written the works that would later lead to him
being considered for a Nobel Prize. Then, at age
52, although he was not physically fit, he decided
to learn how to ride a bicycle. He paid for lessons
at a bicycle academy, and cheerfully tolerated
bruises and cuts from his frequent falls as an
acceptable price to pay for his new ability. I
admire James’ determination to keep
transforming. Let’s make him a role model for
you in 2020. May he inspire you to keep adding
new aptitudes as you outgrow your previous
successes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): When
Sagittarian composer Ludwig van Beethoven
created the Eroica symphony in the early 1800s,
many observers panned it. They said its rhythms
were eccentric, that it was too long. One critic said
it was “glaring and bizarre,” while another
condemned its “undesirable originality.” This
same critic concluded, “Genius proclaims itself not
in the unusual and fantastic but in the beautiful
and sublime.” Today, of course, Eroica has a
different reputation. It’s regarded as a
breakthrough event in musical history. I’ll go on
record here, Sagittarius, to say that I suspect you
created your own personal version of Eroica in
2019. 2020 is the year it will get the full
appreciation it deserves, although it may take a
while. Be patient. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): I’m going to
speculate that sometime in the next 6 months, you
will experience events that years from now you’ll
look back on as having been the beginning of a
fresh universe for you. What should you call this
launch? I suggest you consider elegant terms like
“Destiny Rebirth” or “Fate Renewal” rather than a
cliché like the “Big Bang.” And how should you
celebrate it? As if it were the Grand Opening of
the rest of your long life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): In 2020, I believe
you will be able to summon the insight and kismet
necessary to resolve at least one long-running
problem, and probably more. You’ll have an
enhanced ability to kick bad habits and escape
dead-ends and uncover liberating truths about
mysteries that have flustered you. Frustrations and
irritations you’ve grudgingly tolerated for far too
much time will finally begin to wane.
Congratulations in advance, Aquarius! The hard
work you do to score these triumphs won’t always
be delightful, but it could provide you with a
curiously robust and muscular kind of fun.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Let’s say you wanted
to dress completely in silk: shirt, pants, vest, scarf,
socks, shoes, hat, underwear all made of silk. And
let’s say your dream was to grow and process and
weave the silk from scratch. You’d start with half
an ounce of silkworm eggs. They’d hatch into
10,000 silkworms. Eventually those hardworking
insects would generate five pounds of silk—
enough to create your entire outfit. So in other
words, you’d be able to generate an array of
functional beauty from a small but concentrated
amount of raw material. By the way, that last
sentence is a good description of what I think
your general approach should be in 2020. And
also by the way, dressing in silk wouldn’t be too
crazy an idea in the coming months. I hope you’ll
have fun cultivating your allure, style and flair.a

HOMEWORK: I DECLARE YOU CHAMPION,
UNVANQUISHABLE HERO, AND TITLE-HOLDER OF

TRIUMPHANT GLORY. DO YOU ACCEPT?  

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.

  FREEWILL ASTROLOGY | Horoscopes by Rob Brezsny
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Legal Services

START
BANKRUTPCY
FOR $0. Lawyer
Advertisement. Stop
Wage Garnishment |
Eliminate Your Debts
100% Free
Consultation – Hurry
McCookLawFirm.co
m (505) 600-2550

Buy/Sell/Trade

BUYING DIABETIC
TEST  STRIPS

FOR $CASH$ & FREE
PICK-UP! Highest
CASH Prices Paid In
NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips
And FREE Pick-UP!
Help Others(Those

seeks side gig. C,
C#, Python, VBA and
more. 505.280.7692
or
codemaggot@gmail.
com. 

THE WEEKLY ALIBI
CLASSIFIEDS are a
great deal! Call 346-
0660 ext. 221.

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com 
(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

Employment

Presbyterian
Healthcare
Services seeking
Business Analytics
Consultant, Senior in
Albuquerque, NM to

Lead dvlpmnt &
docmntatn of
Business & Technicl
Reqs. Reqs degree &
experience. For
details & to submit
resume,
bit.ly/phsbacs019 

For Rent

NEWLY
RENOVATED
NEWLY
RENOVATED,
furnished studios.
Laundry Onsite. Cable

& Utilities INCLUDED.
Call now: 505-226-
6932

LOW RATES! LOW
RATES! Fully
furnished studios.
FREE utilities. NO

CREDIT CHECK. Call
now & move in today:
505-225-1216

LOW RATES!
BRAND NEW Fully
Furnished Studio

Fresquez
Companies Join our
team at Albuquerque
Sunport! Many
positions to choose
from! Apply at
www.fresquezcompa
nies.com then call

505.842.4292 to
schedule an
interview. 

YOU WILL GET
RESULTS when you
place your classified
ad in the Weekly Alibi.
Call 346-0660 ext. 221
today!

Without Insurance) &
Make Money Too!
Call: 505-203-6806

Computer/Software

SOFTWARE
DEVELOPMENT
Expert Linux and
Windows software
developer with 20+
years experience

FOR A PENNY
You were in front of me in check out at the dollar
tree by fourth and Menaul. You thanked me and
we both smiled. You have a great smile. Ran into
you again in the parking lot. You were in a green-
ish Mazda and me in a dark gray Toyota. Saw you
at third time as I was in the parking lot turning
towards the UPS store and you were pulling out
towards fourth Street. Three meetings in a few
minutes. Maybe it means we should meet for
coffee, tea, water etc. and talk?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.
Where: Dollar Tree by 4th and Menaul on
12/28/2019.

Apartments – no
credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

Body & Soul
Licensed
Massage

HEAL & RELAX  Treat
yourself to powerful
healing, deep
relaxation in a
beautiful
environment. 25
years experience. $60
Katrina LMT#6855
(505)506-4016

innovative.massaget
herapy.com Gift
Certificates

READER NOTICE:
The State of New
Mexico Department
of Regulation and
licensing requires
registration numbers
for individuals who
practice massage

therapy. These
registration numbers
are included in all
ads within category
300. Advertisers in
this category are
registered and
licensed by the State
of New Mexico and
are trained and
certified for

therapeutic
massage. Advertisers
in category 300 do
not perform sexual
massages. Any
concerns regarding
any of the
advertisers in this
category should be
directed to: Weekly
Alibi.

12/11 WALMART NEIGHBORHOOD
MARKET MONTGOMERY
Wednesday 12/11 around 5 I saw you at the WM
Market near the pharmacy. You had a black
beanie, black jacket and long wavy auburn hair.
You were eating something like a twizzler at self
check out. I’m blonde and was also wearing a
black jacket. I almost stopped after we smiled at
each other, but had to run. You seem cool and I
just moved from out of state. If you’re free, let’s
talk sometime.

I am a Woman. I saw a Woman.
Where: Walmart Neighborhood Market
Montgomery/Juan Tabo on 12/11/2019.

BEARDED HANDSOME GUY

Was making nachos for my nephew. I turned as you

walked into the store. We made direct eye contact

as you walked in. You got in line. I couldnt help but

stare due to your well groomed beard given I am an

pogonofile it drove me crazy you seemed so perfect

with your body type beard and hair. I believe you

wore a navy blue shirt and grey sweats. I been

looking for someone like you. I hope you are not

taken I must find you again I must know you.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where:  on 11/1/2019.

BAD RELIGION

I saw you at the Bad Religion concert looking

stunning dressed in black, with big beautiful

eyes, and sitting with a blond by the bar. You

offered to buy me a drink and said that I rescued

you. We leaned into each other and had a great

conversation. The instant chemistry was magic.

Before we knew it the night was over and we

went our separate ways. Becca do you believe in

fate? Is there any chance I’ll get to see you again?

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: El Rey on 10/4/2019.
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Across

1 Coat of arms inscription

6 Dir. from NYC to Seattle

9 Sibilant sound

13 In the vicinity of

14 “The Beatles at ___
Stadium” (music
documentary)

15 Minimal amount

16 ?keep a kaenS

19 Collapsible shelter

20 Paleozoic and Cenozoic,
e.g.

21 What baby shampoo
avoids

22 Hybrid citrus from
Jamaica

24 Propped open

26 ?loot s’tsirucinaM

30 “___ a Rainbow” (Rolling
Stones tune)

34 ___ apso (dog breed)

35 Prescriptions, briefly

37 “Mixed-ish” network

38 “You’ve Got Mail” ISP

39 With 49-Across, ?retsis
s’anereS

42 Blazers’ org.

43 Unhealthy

44 High or low cards

45 “Li’l” guy in the comics

47 Take five

49 See 39-Across

52 “___ be surprised”

54 “... ___ it seems”

55 Birch of “Ghost World”

58 “Flashdance” director
Adrian

60 Paintball mark

64 ?rekrowoc s’rotcudnoC

67 Precious metal sources

68 “Eat, ___, Love”

69 ___-Whirl (amusement
park ride)

70 Second to ___

71 Wood used to make
baseball bats

72 Fabled tale-teller

Down

1 Beer ingredient

2 Symphony orchestra
woodwind

3 “Who Framed Roger
Rabbit?” character

4 Onomatopoetic name for
motorized rickshaws

5 First N.L. player to hit 500
home runs

6 “Hold up!”

7 Company’s bottom line

8 When doubled, a guitar
effect

9 Job opening fillers

10 Only state name starting
with two vowels

11 Head the cast

12 Reports

14 Feature of a font

17 Assist

18 Sched. guess

23 Tropical fruit with pink
flesh

25 Baby Yoda, eventually
(one presumes)

26 Prime minister between
Major and Brown

27 “Head Like ___” (Nine
Inch Nails song)

28 They may be recorded
for quality and training
purposes

29 “Hello, ___ Be Going!”
(Phil Collins album)

31 Barbera’s animation
partner

32 Diminished

33 Do a haunted house job

36 Catches

40 Raw silk shade

41 Annoying ones

46 “Two-bite” bakery item,
maybe

48 Actor Gibson of “2 Fast 2
Furious”

50 “The Daily Show”
correspondent Chieng

51 Neighbor of Nev.

53 Rafter’s need

55 Disney movie about
computers

56 Lifesaver, maybe

57 Subway fixture

59 “I know”

61 Wriggly tankful

62 “Dallas Buyers Club”
Oscar winner Jared

63 Sandy golf hazard

65 Hotel offering

66 “Give ___ go!”

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“You Turned Up”—I’m just following directions.
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