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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to
letters@alibi.com. Letters can also be mailed to P.O. Box 81, Albuquerque, N.M., 87103.
Letters—including comments posted on alibi.com—may be published in any medium
and edited for length and clarity; owing to the volume of correspondence, we regrettably
can’t respond to every letter.
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ABQ as Crime Mecca

Dear Alibi, 
Why is Albuquerque a crime mecca? Cops,
courts and politicians.

Cops: Prior to the reign of Marty
Chavez, ABQ cops were required to have a
college education. This not only resulted
in some degree of meritocracy, but also in
more mature cops than if we took them
straight from high school. There were not
as many as we wanted.

With typical liberal “quantity over
quality” thinking, Marty decided to
rapidly expand the force by dropping the
college requirement. I don’t have
statistics, but the scuttlebutt I have heard
over the years is that these “lowered
expectation” [for] cops have accounted for
a disproportionate amount of the
problems APD has had.

Enter the Berry regime. In an
overreactive response to complaints from
criminals, the ACLU, and yes, even some
regular people, Berry and the Council
decided to invite the US Department of
Justice, Civil Rights Division, to come in
and dictate a consent decree providing for
extended oversight of APD by someone
agreeable to DOJ.

I have dealt with the Civil Rights
Division for 3 local governments. The first
two cases resulted successfully for my
clients, and unhappily for DOJ. On the
third, they saw the light and modified
their demands to something my client
thought was reasonable. We reached an
amicable settlement.

What I learned from this: DOJ Civil
Rights Div. attorneys, who I think of
affectionately as OLFs (Obnoxious Little
Feds), are full of bluster and BS. They
tend to be way out over their skis, making
outlandish demands backed up by little to
no evidence. They “count coup” in their
settlements by how much money they can
force local governments to waste on
activities whose only benefit is to make
Feds feel good.

When confronted with a local
government that won’t back down, they
end up fleeing back to Washington, with
their tails between their legs. Appeasing
these people when they attack is unwise
and expensive. Inviting them to boss you
around is Political Malpractice.

The million-plus per year that ABQ is
spending on Ginger could pay for 10
cops, maybe in Homicide. If, in fact, APD
has six times as many cops in Internal
Affairs as in Homicide, this is a gross
misappropriation of resources, unless APD
is 6 times as big a threat to the public as

murderers. If this is true, no wonder
people don’t want to join the force! If it is
only what the powers that be think, no
wonder people don’t want to join the
force!

Wolves would like to outlaw sheep dogs.
Sheep are too stupid to realize they need
them.

Courts: The biggest problem in talking
to the public about courts is that the
average citizen has the impression that
judges are some sort of high priests,
carrying stone tablets down from the
mountain. They are not. Judges are
lawyers. As an occupational group, the
only group that competes with lawyers on
liberalism is journalists.

Unlike math or physics, law has few if
any provable “right” answers. Law is
politics and philosophy written down on
paper. Given the divergence of lawyer
politics from regular people’s politics, it
should come as no surprise that judges
picked from lawyers, by lawyers, would
have a different view of “justice” than
regular citizens. Most of the judges
arousing the public’s ire with their squishy
soft sentences and addle-headed release
decisions rate “well qualified” in the
opinions of the criminal defense bar. That
bar far outnumbers the prosecution bar.

When the citizens of New Mexico were
conned into so called “Merit Selection” by
the bar in 1988, the selection of a left-
leaning judiciary in the Rio Grande Valley
was virtually guaranteed.

“Merit selection” gives us the worst of
both worlds. We get a large part of the
“God complex” of Federal judges, without
true independence. They still have to keep
the criminal defense bar happy to get
those approval ratings so well covered by
the press, and important to their periodic
retention elections.

Politicians: When Toney Anaya ran for
Governor in 1982, he said he would not
execute anyone. However, he promised the
voters he would not issue any blanket
commutations. He lied. 

When Bill Richardson ran for Governor,
he promised the voters he would not sign
any repeal of the Death Penalty. He lied. a

Ken McDaniel
Rio Rancho

Letters should be sent with the writer’s name,
address and daytime phone number via email to

letters@alibi.com. They can also be faxed to
(505) 346-0660. Letters may be edited for length

and clarity, and may be published in any
medium; we regret that owing to the volume of
correspondence we cannot reply to every letter.

Word count limit for letters is 300 words.
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Dateline: Canada
The Canadian government recently released
details about its struggles to keep Pokemon
Go! players from trespassing on military
bases. According to CBC News, the
augmented reality game was released in
Canada in 2016. Pokemon Go! Encouraged
payers to travel to specific geographic
locations in the real world that were
designated as “PokeGyms” to collect virtual
creatures. In a recently released 471-page
document, communications between
military personnel at the time revealed that
game designers had mistakenly placed
PokeGyms at security-sensitive military
bases. Users reportedly wandered onto
installations, prompting Canadian Armed
Forces to release a public warning to stay off
military property while playing the game.
Emails released by the Canadian
Department of National Defense expressed
confusion. “Plse advise the Commissionaires
that apparently Fort Frontenac is both a
PokeGym and a PokeStop. I will be
completely honest in that I have not idea
what that is,” wrote Maj. Jeff Monaghan at
Canadian Forces Base Kingston. “The
game’s premise seems to be going to the
‘PokeStops/Gyms’ to collect ‘Pokemon’s’ (we
should almost hire a 12-year-old to help us
out with this) of which we were able to find 5
of these things on the range road itself,”
wrote security expert David Levenick at CFB
Borden, Ont. In the weeks following the
games release, security officials reported a
spike in suspicious activity on military
installations. In July, 2016, the Canadian
Military Police sent a Criminal Intelligence
Advisory to all MP officers warning of the
issue, stating: “It has been discovered that
several locations within DND/CAF
establishments are host to game landmarks
(PokeStops and Gyms) and its mythical
digital creatures (Pokemon).” While most
military officials wanted the bases removed
from the list of PokeGyms, those at less
secure locations—like the Garrison Museum
at CFB Petawawa—seemed pleased by the
increased attention. However, on July 21,
2016, officials at CFB North Bay filed a
complaint with Niantic, the developer of
Pokemon Go. It is unclear how the company
responded.

Dateline: Washington
Some Washington motorists spent New Year
trapped under a 30-foot tumbleweed pileup.
The Seattle Times reports that 30 to 50 mph
winds blew so many tumbleweeds onto
Highway 240 in Benton County, Wash., that
five cars and one 18-wheel semi truck were
trapped under the pile. The mound was
reportedly the size of three football fields
and reached up to 30 feet in height in some
spots. The highway was shut down for over

10 hours on New Year’s Eve as a result. The
trapped vehicles reportedly slowed when the
tumbleweeds began to blow onto the
highway and were quickly covered by the
spiny plants. The news story caused a small
stir on social media. But Washington State
Patrol Trooper Chris Thorson said the
vehicles’ occupants “were not as amused as
the rest of the people watching. Some of
them had to ring in their New Year fully
encased in tumbleweeds.” Two snowplows
were sent by the Washington Department of
Transportation to clear the mess and free
the trapped drivers. The road re-opened at
4:30am New Year morning.

Dateline: Russia
High winter temperatures have driven
Russian officials to send trucks of fake snow
to Moscow. According to The Guardian,
Russia’s capital region is experiencing one
of its warmest winters in recorded history.
The temperature in Moscow rose to 41 F on
Dec. 18, breaking the previous record set in
1886. Climate change has been causing
concern across the country, as permafrost in
its northern reaches have begun to melt,
and polar bears have been driven into urban
areas in search of food. In Moscow, the most
notable change this year has been a lack of
snow. The unforeseen weather change would
have ruined a New Year snowboarding
demonstration, but city officials trucked in
artificial snow to build a hill in the city
center. The snow was made by cutting ice at
a local skating rink. The extra snow is
usually discarded and melted down. Images
of the snow pile went viral last week on
social media, where Russian citizens made
jokes about the irony of trucking snow into a
city that traditionally spends millions on its
removal.

Dateline: Ohio
A pair of morticians in Ohio offer a service
that removes and preserves the tattoos of
dead loved ones. Newsweek reports that
Michael Sherwood and his son Kyle started
Save My Ink Forever in 2016. The idea for
their strange business came to them when a
friend told them he wished to have one of
his tattoos preserved after he passed. “With
the art in tattoos and how much they mean
to people, why not keep them after they
die?” Kyle told reporters. “People put ashes
in urns on mantles and visit stones with their
loved one’s names on them.” The pair
researched how to go about removing and
preserving human skin—a process that can
take up to four months—and developed
their own method, which remains a trade
secret. The treated skin is said to have the
consistency of parchment paper. For the
service to be successful, funeral homes are
required to contact the Sherwoods within 48
to 72 hours of the client’s death. The
tattooed skin is framed before being
delivered to the family of the deceased. The
average cost for the service is around
$1,000. The Sherwoods say they only deliver
the skins flat for framing and do not take
requests to create book covers, lampshades
or other objects. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird

news to josh@alibi.com.
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Local Anti-War Protest Draws a Crowd
A wide variety of Burqueños represented

Jennifer Marley, another Red Nation
organizer who spoke extensively at the
event and also led the crowd in
enthusiastic anti-war chants, added that
she thought that the assassination of the
Iranian general was “an act of war. It’s
something we condemn. We condemn US
imperialism as a whole. This is something
that’s going to cause a lot of strife.”

Walking through the crowd, it was clear
that a wide swath of the local community
was represented. Different groups of
multi-generational subcultures, some an
entire family’s worth, were listening and
clapping and finding solidarity in the
words of the speakers who passed the
megaphone from one to another on that
crisp yet shadowy day.

Among the crowd, the faces of several
longtime Albuquerque community leaders
and peace advocates seemed to be beaming
beatific vibes to the rest of the restless
audience. Enrique Cardiel, a longtime
advocate for community health concerns,
Chicano rights and global peace in our time
told Weekly Alibi that he was at the protest
rally “because war, in general, is a stupid
direction to go. We should honor people, we
should work together. We jump into wars all
of the time and at the end of the day, it’s
rich people sending working-class kids to
shoot each other. We need to disengage
from that, move beyond it. We can start by
doing that here. By building community
here, we have a stronger voice.”

Barbara Grothus, present and carrying a
sign reflecting her disdain for the Trump
administration—whose recent curation of
an anti-nuclear art show at Sanitary Tortilla
Factory speaks to her lengthy involvement
in the statewide anti-war movement—also

had some choice words for readers, telling
our reporter, “It is so overwhelming. How
can people live after we’ve finished with
them? This has been going on and on and
on. We all have to be here. We all have to be
present now to stay stop it now. But we have
so many battles. We can’t even find places
for people to sleep out of the cold in our
own city. It’s maddening. These people
aren’t doing anything to us. We’ve been
doing this since the ’90s. I’ve been listening
to this my whole life. I am sick of it.”

The reporter wandered clumsily through
the crowd for about another half an hour.
During that time at least one protester kept
asking him why he was so interested in
interviewing the Juggalo—while reminding
him who the organizers of the event were,
should he care for an introduction.

March was polite, declined the invite
because he had already talked to the
organizers. As he left, he mumbled that the
whole Juggalo angle was so ironic that he
had to include it. After all, if everyone from
Red Nation to youthful gay hippie families
to aging hipsters to community stalwarts
and even a college-educated cop or two
were hep to what was going on, having a
Juggalo on the bandwagon just cemented
the whole deal in his mind.

Our reporter left the protest then,
passing a packed Central Avenue
restaurant as he did. The joint was filled
with families, out on the slightly warm
weekend to enjoy the city that they loved.
He wondered how many of them were
wondering about war as they feasted on
the fresh produce of Western civilization
on that midwinter day. a

W hen Weekly Alibi found out that Red
Nation, a local indigenous activist
group, had planned a gathering to

protest the assassination Iranian General
Qasem Soleimani by the Trump
administration—and the war that such an
awful act portended—they sent ace reporter
August March to cover the protest rally that
happened on Saturday, Jan. 4 on the edge of
downtown Albuquerque.

It was a bright sunny day. After the cold
but un-snowy December holidays, the
weather had yielded a bit to a slightly
warmer clime. So the center of town was
busy, even a few blocks away from the
protest. The City of of Albuquerque requires
paid parking at many public-adjacent areas
Downtown, so after swiping and setting the
alarm, our one-man reporting team trooped
toward the corner of First Street and Central
Avenue.

There was a small and respectfully distant
contingent of Albuquerque Police
Department officers hanging out and talking
at the southern edge of the Alvarado
Transportation Complex, where the Amtrak
trains are. They projected an aura of youth
and education and strength and waved back
with seriously earnest smiles.

Closer to the rally, the shadows of the big
new buildings on the block took over,
rendering an otherwise relatively warm day
as somewhat shaded and cold. Despite the
challenging environment, about 100 people
were present, holding signs denouncing
Trump and American foreign policy,
chanting and speaking amongst themselves
about what was bound to happen next.

A youngish, no older than 25, ginger-
haired man was addressing the crowd.
Interestingly he was wearing a hoodie that
prominently displayed the symbol of the
Juggalos, a running man with a hatchet. He
told the crowd, “It doesn’t matter how you
are different, everyone is different. But
Trump is a hypocrite. They are preaching
hate, preaching to make America great
again, but they are taking steps, huge steps
backwards. We all need to get together for
the right reasons to get this guy the hell out
of office and we need to vote against
Armageddon.” After a brief discourse on
economics—right?!—the local juggalo
yielded the megaphone to the next speaker.
When asked why he was at a war protest rally,
he told our reporter, “You have to choose a
side now. There are things in this world that
are wrong.”

Hope Alvarado, an organizer at the local
chapter of Red Nation told Weekly Alibi that
her organization put on the event “to
specifically address some of the violence
that’s happening out of the country,
internationally. Specifically, the US
occupation and war with countries that have
been historically—not only marginalized—
but targeted for their resources.”

NEWS CITY
BY JOSHUA LEE

NEWS | ON ASSIGNMENT by August March

AG Appeals White Decision
The state Attorney General’s Office is asking a
judge to reconsider his decision to drop
embezzlement charges against former
Torrance County Sheriff Heath White.

According to KRQE, Judge Charles Brown
dismissed a number of embezzlement
charges against White in November. He
criticized the investigation and said that a
warrant used to search a store that didn’t
belong to White was invalid.

Last May, White was serving as a
magistrate judge when the Attorney General’s
Office accused him of stealing $150,000 worth
of equipment and guns from the Torrance
County Sheriff’s Office. According to
investigators, White had ordered the items—
including night vision goggles, auto parts and
a number of guns—while serving as Sheriff.
The items seemingly went missing at the time
of his departure from the Sheriff’s Office in
December 2018. Several of the items were
reportedly recovered from White’s home and
a local store.

According to Brown’s ruling last October,
the evidence presented against White was
“not true and misrepresented.” He ruled that
there had been no probable cause in the case
and dismissed all charges against the former
sheriff.

Last week, the Attorney General’s Office
filed an appeal against the ruling.

Groups Accuse Lab of
Mistreating Animals
Two animal advocacy groups have filed
complaints against the Lovelace Respiratory
Research Institute (LRRI) in Albuquerque,
claiming staff negligence led to the
unnecessary deaths of lab monkeys.

The Associated Press reports that Ohio-
based group Stop Animal Exploitation Now
sent a letter to the US Department of
Agriculture accusing the lab of violating the
Animal Welfare Act and exhibiting a “multi-year
pattern of negligence and carelessness.” It
accused the lab of performing “unapproved
experimental procedures” on primates and
“denying adequate veterinary care to multiple
animals.” It also claims that two monkeys died
“suspiciously.” The group is requesting that
regulators investigate the lab.

Last week, People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA) sent a
complaint letter to the National Institutes of
Health, claiming that “federal reports
document a pattern of carelessness and
disregard for basic safety conditions” for lab
monkeys at the facility. The organization has
asked that LRRI’s public health service animal
welfare assurance be withdrawn.

Last November, USDA released an
inspection report that found inadequate
veterinary care and improper animal handling
at the lab.

AG Asks For Protection of
Homeless
New Mexico Attorney General Hector
Balderas has asked legislators to consider
protecting homeless people under the state’s
hate crime law.

According to KOB, Balderas wants to
update the current hate crime statute. “We
have had brutal acts of crime committed to
homeless populations in the state of New
Mexico,” he told reporters. “We have had
enough of that type of violent crime of this
vulnerable population, and it’s important to do
what we can to protect that class of
individual.”

State laws already define targeting a
person for acts of violence because of their
age, gender identity, disability or sexual
orientation as hate crimes. a

Albuquerque citizens gathered for a protest rally. AUGUST MARCH
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The Next Blue Wave
Chatting with Miranda van Dijk of DPNM

In November 2018, the blue wave flowed
over the state of New Mexico, bringing
with it change and hope. You can

attribute that sea change, at least here in
The Land of Enchantment, to the
Democratic Party.

Machinelike in its majesty yet still ultra-
responsive to the basic need to provide
progressive governance in this state, the New
Mexico Democratic Party went to bat for the
citizens of this state. In that base-rounding
process, voters made sure there was a
compassionate and professional donkey
running the Roundhouse as well as creating
a Congressional delegation that is all
Democrat all the time—even in the South
where conservative, pro-fossil fuel voices
persist, the election of Xochitl Torres Small
demonstrated not only the power of the
party but the will of the people.

One of the reasons the Dems were able to
handily grasp the reigns of the future away
from incompetent usurpers like Susana
Martinez has to do with the Democrat
demographics.

That party—despite whatever
controversies and internecine fighting grip
it currently—has always been the party of
youth. The idealism of Kennedy still flows
through the collective anatomy of a
political brand that is growing, even as a
truculent and dangerous Republican
administration continues to do its damage
as it calls for America to ignore the future
and cling steadfastly to a past where things
like civil rights and a clean environment
weren’t givens.

To find out more about the direction the
Democratic Party in New Mexico is taking
as the year 2020 quickly carries us toward a
very important November election, Weekly
Alibi chatted with Miranda van Dijk, the
new Communications Director for
Democratic operations here in The Land of
Enchantment.

A graduate in History and Creative
Writing from the University of
Pennsylvania, the former press assistant to
Senator Chuck Schumer (D-New York), and
Senator Jacky Rosen (D-Nevada), van Dijk
came to live in New Mexico this past
summer to help prepare for what can only
be termed the political battle of a lifetime.

She’s already made headway, assisting
New Mexico Dem Chair Marg Elliston with
the huge task of engendering and
preparing for the next—and hopefully
Republican-swamping—big blue wave.
Here’s what she had to tell Weekly Alibi
about being a young woman in the
Democratic Party in the year 2020.

Weekly Alibi: Miranda, could you
please tell our readers about who
you are and what you do?
Miranda van Dijk: I’ve been the
Communications Director for the
Democratic Party of New Mexico since July.

I moved to DC right after graduation. I got
through with college and knew that I
wanted to get involved with politics. I
started off interning in Senator Schumer’s
office; I’m originally from New York.
Eventually I became his press assistant.
Then, I got the chance to move out to
Nevada in 2018 to work for Jacky Rosen’s
election campaign. I fell in love with
campaign politics and decided that this is
something I really want to do with my life. I
also fell in love with the Southwest and
wanted to spend more time out here.

Is that a stressful career path? Only a
relatively few number of young
Americans take the political plunge,
these days, it seems.
I think that it attracts the kind of people that
love the work that they do. It’s good for
people that are comfortable with a hectic
schedule, with a 24/7 schedule. For me, that
was a perfect fit.

What do you do as the
Communications Director at DPNM?
What I do is try to make sure that the
essential message of the Democratic Party of
New Mexico gets across to people. For us,
that can mean an issue that we’re really
focused on, which varies from week to week.
It can also mean communicating about how
to get involved and how to make sure we’re
building the Democratic infrastructure in the
State. A lot of people have a lot of interest in
getting involved but sometimes they hit
roadblocks. They may want to know how to
volunteer, how to find an event they want to
participate in. We work together to facilitate
that. The Democratic Party is doing things
year round, we have events in all parts of the
state. We give citizens an opportunity to
learn about those events. I also work to
promote the work of our elected officials. We
want citizens to know how their state
legislature and their governor have been
passing laws that impact everyday New
Mexicans in a positive way. We also work
with the congressional delegation on issues
that they are focused on, to make sure they
continue to fight for New Mexicans.

Here we are at the beginning of

2020. What issues are important to

you right now?

For us—what we’ve always been focused
on—we’re trying to build a New Mexico for
all and that means focusing on issues that
affect everyday New Mexicans. That could
be the economy, health care, immigration.
A lot of our constituents have a family
member who emigrated here. Lately we’ve
been having much discussion about policies
at the federal level and how they contrast
with policies at the state level. Republicans
in the Senate—and President Donald
Trump—have passed laws that give tax
breaks to corporations and billionaires,
while we see, in our state legislature,
Governor Lujan Grisham really working to
counter those by doing things like
expanding the working families tax credit.
We want to give more economic
opportunity to New Mexicans and we think
that the kind of leadership we are seeing at
the state level—the kind of leadership we
also see in our Congressional delegation—
is what we need in the White House.

We can change all that if we all

come out to vote. Besides that basic

remedy, how else can we get

citizens—especially young people—

involved with politics?

The first thing to do is register to vote.
Make sure your registration information is
updated. And then after that, make sure you
are getting this information. The best
channels for that are social media. We’re on
Twitter and Facebook at @NMDEMS and
on Instagram it’s @NMDemocrats. You can
also sign up for our email list and get our
newsletter. After that, find an event near you
and plan to attend. In terms of local
activism, get in touch with your local or
county branch of the Democractic Party. We
have several large scale projects going on,
from knocking on doors to participating in
[telephone] fundraisers.

Anything coming up that you want
to bring attention to?
What we’re working on right now is really
apprising all the things that worked in 2018,
to help set us up for this presidential
election year. We’re moving forward at full
speed. Our plan has three pillars. Number
One is engaging Democrats across the state
to help keep the enthusiasm and
momentum going as we approach
November. Our Chair, Marg Elliston,
promised she would visit all 22 counties in
New Mexico to reach out to voters in each
county. We’ve already accomplished that
goal. We’ve been going to a lot of
community discussions to find out what’s
important to New Mexicans, even in the
rural parts of the state. We went to Roy,
N.M., for instance to hear from the Eastern
part of the state. It was a great meeting. We
got to hear from citizens whose issues don’t
necessarily overlap with the issues citizens
have in Albuquerque and Santa Fe. Access to
healthcare and water issues are very
important in that part of the state. We want
Democrats to know that we are really
passionate about those issues.

So, let me get this straight. You
want your values to be inclusive, to
reflect not only urban progressive
culture but also rural traditionalists?
Yes, totally. We want people to understand
we have a big tent party and that we want to
bring people together. Another thing we’ve
been emphasizing is unity. We know there
are a lot of candidates in the presidential
primary race right now. And so we are
looking at commonalities. The day after the
convention ends, we want to all come
together and make sure we are fully
supporting the nominee chosen.

Right now there are centrist
candidates in the Democratic camp
and there are progressive
candidates. There’s some conflict
about the direction the party will
take to defeat Donald Trump. How is
your party working on bringing
those separate forces together?
There’s a lot of debate. Primaries are
healthy because they allow us to discuss the
particulars of the people we choose within
the party. But we all have more in common
than we have issues that separate us. No
matter who you talk to in the Democratic
Party, we all agree that climate change is a
crisis we need to address now. We all believe
the Dreamers should not be living in limbo
and facing deportation. We all agree that
our tax system should benefit hard-working
families and not the richest, the most
powerful, the corporations. And we all
understand that health care is a human
right. We all know that a Democrat in the
White House is going to be our best option
for the year 2020.a

NEWS | INTERVIEW by August March

Miranda van Dijk ERIC WILLIAMS
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 La Luna Bakery & Cafe
319 5th St. SW

Corner of 5th and Lead
(505) 886-1119

$50 Class Voucher
yours for $25

Vivid Dance Studio 
4615 Menaul Blvd NE, Ste. A

(505) 917-4270
vividdancestudio.com

$10 Class Voucher
yours for $7.50

 Eldora Craft Chocolate
8114 Edith NE

(505) 433-4076
eldorachocolate.com

$20 Voucher
yours for $10

Tia B’s La Waffleria
3710 Campus Blvd NE

(505) 492-2007
lawaffleriaabq.com

$10 Voucher
yours for $5

Bhava Yoga Studio
520 Central Ave SE A

(505) 842-1080
bhavayogastudio.com

$18 Certificates
yours for $9yours for $12.50

$25 Certificates

My CBD Shop
7900 San Pedro NE suite 04

(505) 856-2600
my-cbd-shop.com

$50 Certificates
yours for $25

 Historic Wedding 
Chapel Rentals

404 San Filipe NW
(505) 903-3866

yours for $10
$20 Certificates

Shogun Sushi
3310 Central Ave SE

(505) 265-9166
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M olly Zimmer’s new work
opening at the Harwood Art
Center’s Main Gallery on

Friday, Jan. 10 is large like the
landscapes they represent. Full of
texture, they are assembled in layers that
correspond with the elements she sees in
nature. As impressionistic as Claude
Monet, these landscapes are composites
transfigured in her mind and rendered
in cloth. They are soft, comfortable
landscapes that invite contemplation
while maintaining vibrance. Weekly Alibi
sat down with Zimmer to talk about
landscapes, time and texture. The
following is an edited version of that
conversation.

Weekly Alibi: Your Soft-Scapes are
essentially landscapes. Where is this?
Where are we?
Molly Zimmer: My interest in landscapes
comes from my family’s background
doing farming and ranching in the Texas
Panhandle. And I enjoy going outdoors,
hiking, as well as painting and outside
drawing. These in particular have
references to, most of them, have some
sense of a horizon or an idea of space
going back, a foreground, middle ground
and background. Like moving through
space as if you’re walking in a garden or
landscape. I’m also pulling particularly
on shapes of gardens, like flowers, trees,
shrubs, vegetation, ponds, reflections
and things of that nature.

Space and time are equivalent. Are we
moving through time or is this just a
snapshot? 
A moment or experience. Time in the
sense of maybe different seasons.

So, you see these as a specific period
of time in a specific location and from
that you are drawing analogies to
specific elements. Do you use a
specific palette? 
Some of it is a palette in color. Earth
tones, greens of vegetation, even sky
colors. Different times of day, too. Some
of them are even start with the collages
and the collages are based in memories
of walking in the Albuquerque Botanic
Gardens and other people’s gardens
around town. And then in the landscape
itself in the Southwest.

You have a key in your mind?
Yeah. And then I’ve got different kinds of
drawings of gardens, too.

Are those elements deployed
throughout the entire show? Would
the viewer be able to find
commonality or are they only
apparent to you?

Mining? What sort of mining?
(I was) thinking about open pit mines and
a more political stance, then considering
these bulbous or feminine shapes in
contrast to industrialization.

What’s the difference in working with
fabric versus painting versus collage?
Do you approach them differently?
I think that collage allows for a more
intuitive approach and a lot of my work is
still beginning in intuitiveness. 

What do you want the audience to get
from this work?
I want people to first engage with the
works on a tactile level and enjoy them.
For me, there’s a lot of enjoyment in
making and also in looking at the pieces
themselves. Then to walk away. I hope that
they understand a little more about like
how gardens and textiles are for me
connected. They’re both a sense of
protection and exploration and play.
They’re a little bit whimsical, ever
changing and fluid. I consider cloth our
first wrapping, our first form of protection.
I think that softness and sensibility is
important to walk away with. a

FOUND OBJECTS
BY CLARKE CONDÉ

Textured Moments in the Environment
Molly Zimmer’s Soft-Scapes

I think they would say they start with me.
Some things do become abstracted. 

How far away from the work should
people view it?
I would say probably about 15 feet or so.
They are large, but I consider them also
as a textural environment to be
immersive and engaging to walk up to. 

You went to school back East
(Maryland Institute of Art) for a little
bit and had an artistic career there.
How did you find your work was
received there versus here?
I was still interested in the landscape
itself, but a lot of the work that I was
making was still connected to the
Southwest, kind of a warm palette of
colors. I did a series on mining.

Molly Zimmer in her studio PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ

  ARTS | INTERVIEW by Clarke Condé

Reduce, Reuse, Reimagine
Opening Friday, Jan. 10 at 6pm is the
exhibit Reclaimed Creations by Sayaka
Ganz at the New Mexico Museum of
Natural History & Science (1801 Mountain
Rd. NW). Japanese artist Sayaka Ganz
makes animal sculptures out of
reclaimed household items like plastic
spoons in a fashion she calls “3-
dimensional impressionism.” Ganz will
be on hand for this event, leading a tour
through the exhibit. For more information
and $5 tickets to this all-ages event, see
nmnaturalhistory.org.

Weighty Topics
Topics Shakespeare missed include a
mother’s perceptions of her child
transitioning genders, Olympic
weightlifting and gesture-based dance.
The Bard has no authority there, but New
Mexican playwright and performer Mona
Malec, does and she is bringing her
autobiographical one-woman show about
these topics Motherhood, Barbells & T-
Shots to Aux Dog Theater Nob Hill (3011
Monte Vista Blvd. SE) for three
performances starting Friday, Jan. 10 at
7:30pm. Tickets are available for $18
with a variety of discounts. For more
information and tickets, see
auxdogtheatre.org.

Stranger Still
If you like creepy art, especially the New
Mexican variety, you are going to want to
get into the Made in New Mexico
IV:Annual Group Show at Stranger Factory
(3411 Central Ave. NE) for the opening
reception Friday, Jan. 10 from 6pm to
8pm. Stranger Factory has a stable of
New Mexican artists producing some of
the oddest and most compelling work
around and this annual group show is
sure to showcase some of the finest. For
more information on this free, all-ages
event, see strangerfactory.com.

Disorienting
The Peking Acrobats come to Popejoy
Hall (UNM Main Campus) for one
performance only on Sunday, Jan. 12 at
3pm. Astonishing amounts of tumbling,
summersaulting and balancing will be the
order of the day. Tickets range from $25
to $59. For more information and tickets
for this all-ages performance, see
popejoypresents.com.

The House Gropius Built
Counted among the numerous things that
Nazis ruined for everyone was the
Bauhaus. The German art school
established after WWI in Weimar by Walter
Gropius was seminal in the development
of how art and design rendered the
modern world. The story of the Bauhaus is
one of incredible creativity, disciplined
application of design theory and ultimately,
a heartbreaking tale of what could have
been. UNM’s Associate Professor of Art
History Dr. Susanne Riedel presents the
story of the Bauhaus in Bauhaus: Art and
Design for the Future on Sunday, Jan. 12 at
3pm at George Pearl Hall Auditorium (UNM
Main Campus). General audience tickets
are $20, $15 for Albuquerque International
Association members and free for
students. For tickets and more information
about this all-ages event, see
abqinternational.org.  a

Soft-Scapes: Assemblages by
Molly Zimmer

Opening reception 

Friday, Jan. 10, 6-8pm

Harwood Art Center

1114 Seventh Street NW
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  ARTS | MAGNIFIED by Clarke Condé

Recent additions to the signage in
the Albuquerque streetscape have
caused confusion, consternation

and collisions. There is a basic organizing
principal behind street signs, but they
have a deeper meaning that is worth
reevaluating; they are signs of a
commitment we have to one another in
our community. As civilizations become
more complex, so does the art they make
and these signs are trying to tell us we are
progressing as a city. 

But are they art? Art seeks to express a
feeling and evoke that feeling in others. It
is hard to argue that these signs aren’t
trying to do that. Then, what is the
feeling that these signs are trying to
evoke? Let’s consider four of the
seemingly most confusing of
Albuquerque’s street signs and see if we
can find a deeper understanding in what
they are trying to tell us.

Bus Lane. This lane is only for buses.
Check and see if you are driving a city
bus. If you are not, stay out of this lane.

Keep Right Except to Pass. It turns out
that “The Fast Lane” is simply a figment
of Colonel Glenn Frey’s imagination and

does not correspond to an actual lane on
the highway. If you are not actively
passing another car, do not drive in the
left lane.

Signals Set to 30 MPH. The traffic
lights on Lead and Coal avenues are
timed such that, if you go through a
green light and continue traveling at 30
MPH, you can continue down the road
without stopping for a red light. If you
floor it down the road, you will hit a red
light and force people that are traveling
behind you at 30 MPH to slow down or
stop while you get back up to speed.

Pack Out All Trash. This sign at
Albuquerque Open Space means don’t
throw trash in the Bosque or the river.
People don’t want to see your trash on
the ground, in the trees or floating in
the river. Take your trash with you when
you leave.

There is an art to living in a society
that stems from not being rude to one
another. It seems a simple concept we can
all agree to. Who knew these signs could,
at their root, be reminding us of that? a

The Art of Signs
Finding a deeper meaning 

in their words

Common signs around Albuquerque. Their significance is not to be overlooked. 
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Copper Canyon Cafe Holds Tradition
How we find joy in simplifying

Over a cup of coffee, I chatted with a
friend about what their 2020 goals
are. “Simplicity,” they told me. “It’s

my turn to relax this year.” It’s not
something we often think about when we
hit January. After finishing the insane
sprint of Thanksgiving to New Years’ Eve,
we’re often left breathless, exhausted and
very behind on the regularities of life that
we put to the side in favor of festivities. In
many ways, the local food scene here can
be viewed the same way. We’re always on
the hunt for the next greatest thing, the
food that redefines the pinnacle of taste
and creativity. It’s enough to cause one to
take a moment to collect themselves and
rethink what it is about food that we truly
love and hunt for. Is by the books a bad
thing? Is an earnest love for all the things
that laid the path for these elaborate
dishes something to be scoffed at, or
should we take a minute to enjoy the OG’s
of dining? My search for answers took me
to Copper Canyon Cafe. 

Many of you might never have heard of
Copper Canyon Cafe, which is why it’ll
come as a shock that it’s been around for
roughly 20 years. Located in Southeast
Albuquerque, it resides in a place that
many of us don’t visit or travel through as
often as we should. Their goal has been to
always offer up the best of traditional
American cuisine, without adding
unnecessary frills or twists to it. The age-
old motto of “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it”
certainly applies, allowing the old-school
favorites to just exist as they were created,
made with love, simple ingredients and a
welcoming atmosphere. 

The first thing you’ll notice about the
menu is that breakfast is served all day.
This is the best news, because one of the
biggest complaints I have about breakfast
is the weird taboo that some people have
about enjoying it past 11am. I say “Nay!
Eggs and bacon are meant for all hours of
the day, from the break of dawn to the
darkest of evenings!” For example, we look
to the Polish Sausage and Eggs ($8.29),
which is straight-up what the name says.
Two eggs and sausage are accompanied by
hash browns and either toast or pancakes.
The plate hits the table and you feel as if
you’re in Edward Hopper’s Nighthawks,
with its straightforward presentation and
simplicity lending an air of ’50s diner
status to your meal. You don’t have to
overthink it, there’s not such a complex
palette of flavors at work that your mind is
required to process. It’s just good in the
way it should be, direct and upfront.

Conversely, there’s the Huevos
Rancheros ($8.79), Gordon Ramsay’s
favorite dish to pronounce horrifically.
Two large eggs, any style, on a flour tortilla
smothered with your choice of homemade
red or green chile (I went Christmas) and
melted cheddar cheese. Add on a side of
beans, hash browns or papitas with a spare

flour tortilla for good measure, and you’ve
got a New Mexican classic that never fails
to satisfy. It’s earnestly a dish that will
always work, and while many restaurants
have tried their hand at changing it with
new and different takes, none of them ever
seem to work quite as well for feeding the
soul as the original. It’s a big sloppy mess
of flavors that strikes the secret chord that
will please the Lord and leave you
humming “Hallelujah!” Copper Canyon
gives the dish the respect it deserves and
trusts that with quality ingredients, it’ll be
the stand-out hit that it needs to be to stay
a local favorite. 

Speaking of local favorites, it’s worth
mentioning that I saw something here I
don’t see often: The hardcore regulars. If
you’ve ever worked at a restaurant long
enough, you get to know the folks who
come in on a consistent enough basis that
they don’t even order anymore. Their foot
steps through the door and the ticket is
already being sent to the back, even if that
order is a plate of bacon and a well
whiskey-soda. I could tell everyone who

came was a regular because they were
greeted by first name, and some even
questioned why they were 10 minutes late
that day. Regulars rarely stand out, but
here, the restaurant came alive as they
showed up. The gears of the machine
began to churn as each new person walked
in, with the conversations between guests
and staff alike bubbling up and bringing
the room to a comfortable buzz of
morning joy. 

I ended on the homemade pie, a slice
of apple as big as my hand. I earnestly
struggle to remember the last time I ate
apple pie that wasn’t storebought or from
a can, and honestly, I was surprised at the
difference in quality. It had a solid crust
that held together on serving, but gave
way at the press of the fork. The apples
had enough of a crisp snap to them when
bit down on that you could tell they hadn’t
been sitting in liquid for an incredibly long
time, yet were still soft enough to nearly
melt in your mouth. 

It all ties back to the simplicity of life.
We push ourselves to always be reaching
the next big goal. If it’s work related, life
achievement-tangential or some personal
standard for where we feel we should be,
we overlook the most important thing of
all: Ourselves. Why can’t our goal for the
coming year be finding time to reflect and
observe the work we have already done to
get where we are? We’ve earned our
simplicity, our peace of mind. Copper
Canyon has done the same, finding the
balance in its menu to stay relevant in an
ever-shifting food scene while maintaining
damn fine meals.  a

Tell me your mouth didn’t instantly water looking at this. ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY

WEEKLY SPECIALS
BY DAN PENNINGTON

FOOD | RESTAURANT REVIEW by Dan Pennington

Usually I try and fill this first bit with a witty
intro, but I must admit I’m at a loss today for
what to say. This was a particularly fast
holiday season, and now that we’re in The
Roaring ’20s 2: Electric Boogaloo, it’s time to
get back to the usual pace. I present these
three events for your viewing pleasure, and
hope at least one of them fills your need to
get out and explore. 

Baked Curry 
in a Hurry
On Thursday, Jan. 9, The Creative Contessa
(1142 Narcisco St. NE) will be hosting Sip &
Bake - Indian style from 6pm to 9pm. Through
this class, the secrets for making good Indian
food will finally be yours. In this case that food
is a delicious baked curry, featuring khatte,
fish, chicken or veggies. You get to take
home your meal as well as the pocketful of
knowledge on how to replicate it again should
the mood strike. Tickets are $35 a person, but
if you bring a friend, you’ll get $5 off. That
means, you just need to get 7 friends to come
with you to get in free! Now, if those 7 friends
invite 7 friends of their own, they get in free,
too! Am I saying this is the approach you
should take? I’m not not saying that. For more
information, visit The Creative Contessa on
Facebook.

Pairing and Sharing
There’s nothing quite like a good wine,
especially when it is paired with the perfect
something. Whether that something is food
or music or in this case both, it’s a treat for
the mind and the body. That’s why on
Saturday, Jan. 11 from 6:30pm to 9:30pm,
Lazy Lizard Grill (12480 North Hwy. 14) will be
hosting the January Wine Pairing Dinner with
music by Lynn Taylor. This four-course dinner
is only $50, which covers your food, your
drinks, your tip and guarantees you a seat at
the big kid’s table. With the main course
being pan-seared duck breast with maple
bourbon beurre blanc served alongside a
purple sticky rice and sautéed Swiss chard,
you know you’re in for the right meal to kick
off the year with. For more information,
contact Lazy Lizard Grill at 505-281-9122 to
reserve your seat now.

Are You Vedic

Annapurna’s School of Ayurvedic Cooking
(2209 Silver Ave. SE) will be hosting an
Introduction to Ayurvedic Cooking on
Saturday, Jan. 11 from 9am until noon. This
class will feature a kitchari cooking
demonstration, while also covering other
material such as basics like rice, dal,
vegetable dishes and more. Through this
class, you’ll learn to create a daily routine to
incorporate the Ayurvedic lifestyle into your
day-to-day activities. Annapurna wants to
revive a 5,000-year-old lifestyle in the year
2020, and by golly, you can be a part of that.
Tickets are $45 plus tax, so to get yours and
to learn more about this class, call 505-262-
2424.  a

Copper Canyon Cafe
5455 Gibson Blvd. SE

266-6318

coppercanyoncafeabq.com

Hours: Tue-Fri: 6am-8pm

Sat-Mon: 7am-3pm

Vibe: Local American food done straight-up

Alibi Recommends: Chicken Fried Steak,

Polish Sausage and Eggs, Apple Pie

GOPLACES
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NoshFest 2019 was a hit. 2020 is shaping up the same way. ETHAN JOHNSON

Get Busy Noshing
NoshFest prepares for 3rd annual celebration

Recently, a friend came into town
from New York and when
discussing breakfast places, I ran

down my excessively long list of favorites
and what to find at each. By the time I
wrapped up, he looked unenthused.
“Who’s got the best bagels though?”
Earnestly, I’d never thought of it. Call me
a bit of a schmuck, but anytime I wanted
a bagel, I just swung by Einstein Bros. (of
which there are eight in the city!) and
never gave it much more thought. This
prompted a bit of research, pulling up the
fact that despite our estimated population
of over 14,000 Jews currently living in
Albuquerque, we’re a bit hard up for
Jewish-centric eateries, a sore spot for
those who know the high-quality food we
miss out on because of it. Thankfully for
me (my friend has already returned
home, but next time), the Jewish
Community Center of Greater
Albuquerque is holding their third annual
ABQ NoshFest on Sunday, Jan. 12 from
noon to 4pm at Sandia Resort & Casino
(30 Rainbow Rd. NE). 

I’ll get this out of the way now: Yes,
Weekly Alibi is a sponsor of the event, no,
this isn’t a paid advertisement or a favor, I
just genuinely love latkas, challah and
rugelach. I’ve yet to come around to gefilte
fish though. So what is NoshFest and why
should you go? Besides the fact that your
very soul yearns for some of the best
Jewish cuisine you can find in
Albuquerque, the event itself is a
fundraiser for the JCC, helping support
their nonprofit mission of providing a
center open to all who need it, as well as a
large range of equipment and activities to
help enrich the lives of the community. 

For the food side, expect to see food
from California Pastrami, Ruthie’s Bagels,
Il Vicino, La Fonda del Bosque, Gourmet
to Go, Poki Poki Cevicheria,
Congregations Albert, B’nai Israel, Casa

Sefarad and others. A mix of local and
Jewish cuisine will come together all in
one convenient space to help get you the
nosh you need. You say you want to go
but you don’t want to eat? Don’t be
meshuggenah, you’ll be missing out on the
best part, but ok, I hear you. 

Could I interest you in a raffle where
you could win a 3-day trip to New York?
What about live Klezmer and Israeli
music by the Rebbe’s Orkestra with Rikud
Dance Troupe teaching and leading
dances? What about a break from your
children, who will stop kvetching at you
while they hang out at the Kids Zone, a
place supervised by adults that’ll have
games and crafts for kids under 12? A few
minutes of peace alone is worth
admission. Don’t forget the vendors,
who’ll have both Judaica and cuisine-
related items up for you to buy and take
home. There’s even gonna be a kugel-
baking contest, which may or may not
have a certain writer as a guest judge this
year. You can finally disagree with my
opinion in person if you attend! 

Presale tickets are available online now
at abqnoshfest.com for $6.50 but will be
$8 at the door. Kids under 10 get in for
free, and food tickets will be going for $1
a piece. The bottom line is this: We don’t
get cool cultural festivals all the time.
We’re lucky to see one in a month, more
often than not. This is one worth
checking out because Jewish food is good,
and it’s something I wish we had a better
scene for here. Plus you get to support a
nonprofit? It’s a total win-win.  a

FOOD | FOOD EVENTS by Dan Pennington

NoshFest Abq
Sunday, Jan. 12

Noon to 4pm

Sandia Resort and Casino

Tickets: $8 at the door

Get advance tickets at abqnoshfest.com
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EVENT HORIZON JANUARY 9-15, 2020

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

FROM THE BROW OF
THE SUPERBRAIN

How’s this: The summer after high school ended,
there was a big fancy dress pool party in the
Heights. August March’s best friend, Joe Fish,
went as Ziggy Stardust because he could. March
put on a white jacket, got a perm and went as
Bobby Z. Nearly 1,000 years later, humans are
still celebrating The Thin White Duke, but now
they do it purposefully. On Friday, Jan. 10 at
9pm, Sister—home of all that’s hep—and
Cosmic Panther Productions host All That
Glitters: A Night to Celebrate David Bowie. This Bewlay Brothers-style entertainment
extravaganza features burlesque artist Ruby Champagne, performance artist Bowie Geste,
Aaron Anderson of the rock band Sweet Nothin’, Big Girls, DJ Wae Fonkey and DJ Bea.
And it’s all to benefit the Children’s Cancer Fund of New Mexico. In addition to dancing
whilst lamenting the coming five years, face painting, a photo backdrop and special cocktails
will be available for this $10, 21-plus event. Make us know you really care, make us jump
into the air—be there. SISTER 407 CENTRAL AVE NW, 9PM TO MIDNIGHT alibi.com/v/701x. (August March) a

SOUNDS YOU
MAKE WITH

YOUR MOUTH

Leave your bleep censors at home—
it’s time to get disruptive. The Bad
Mouth Series of Words and Music:
Winter 2020 show is ramping up the
limits of performance with another
romp through the fields of literary and
musical freedom. Join award-winning
writers Tiffany Midge, Michael Farrell
Smith and Bryce Emley and local
composer Lady Uranium for an
evening of literature and sounds this
Saturday, Jan. 11, at 7pm at q-Staff
Theatre. All lovers of daring and experimental art over the age of 13 are invited. Donations
of $5 to $10 are appreciated. Q-STAFF THEATRE 400 BROADWAY BLVD SE, 7 TO 8:30PM alibi.com/v/6zhl. (Joshua Lee) a

SHAKE IT UP

The Haitian earthquake in 2010 took an
already poverty-stricken country back to
nearly primitive. Watching the heartbreak
play out day after day on live television
was nearly unbearable, especially for our
struggling fellow humans enduring the
destruction of not only the buildings and
the structures, but their way of life. The
African American Performing Arts
Center welcomes and celebrates the
Haitian culture and all things artistically
Haitian with Haiti: After the Earthquake,
on Saturday, Jan. 11 from 5:30 to
9:30pm. The Hands of the Caribbean
have curated live performances, music

and food with proceeds benefiting medical services and trade school programs to help those still in
need in Haiti. Tickets run $50 and this event caters to a 21-plus crowd. AFRICAN AMERICAN PERFORMING ARTS

CENTER 310 SAN PEDRO DR NE, 5:30 TO 9:30PM alibi.com/v/6z8x. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

INTO THE VORTEX

Burque’s estimable Vortex Theatre was, for many
years, located in the heart of UNM’s student ghetto
and featured some awesome work, particularly classics
directed by or acted in by legendary local thespians
like John Hardman. Now more than 20 years after
such halcyon days, they’ve moved up to the Heights
to the old Langell’s Art Supply building on Carlisle.
And guess what? They still feature awesome,
challenging, compelling work. Beginning Friday, Jan.
10 and running through Sunday, Feb. 2—with Friday
and Saturday showtimes at 7:30pm and Sunday
matinees at 2pm—the curtain rises on Susan and God
by Rachel Crothers. It’s a dramatic comedy about life

and religion in America, directed by Lauren Dusek Albonico and featuring noted local actors
Bridget S. Dunn, Nick Johnson and Tait Peterson. This sometimes-overlooked 1930s Modernist
masterpiece is the opening offering of a season titled “Drama Queens—400 Years of Women
Playwrights.” Tickets for performances range in price for $17 to $24. VORTEX THEATRE 2900 CARLISLE BLVD NE,

7:30PM alibi.com/v/6zzp. (August March) a

MUPPETS VS.
PUPPETS

Albuquerque Museum has been showing
us Jim Henson’s unlimited imagination for
the last several weeks, but now the elders
of Albuquerque can get a feel for the
legend’s skill and creativity firsthand. On
Sundays and Tuesdays beginning Jan. 14
and running through Feb. 18 from 3 to 5pm,
learn to make your own unique puppet. For
a workshop fee of $80, Devin Ludlow of
Human Beast Box teaches the 55-and-over

crowd the art of designing, creating and operating fully functioning, personalized characters.
Test out a few different techniques, with a focus on buraku, hand and rod and shadow and see
what resonates as you inch towards a fully realized creation. Registration is required for this
series. ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY 2000 MOUNTAIN RD NW, 3 TO 5PM alibi.com/v/6znp. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

STATE OF THE CITY

The City of Albuquerque made many
advances in the past year. Hear all about
them when the Honorable Mayor of the
City of Albuquerque, Tim Keller, makes
his annual State of the City address on
Saturday, Jan. 11 at the Albuquerque
Convention Center. The event begins
with a community celebration at 10am
followed by a program of speeches and
proclamations from Burque’s progressive
municipal governance team starting at
1pm. The all-ages event is free, but
citizens must reserve tickets by emailing
mayorkellerinvites@cabq.gov. ALBUQUERQUE

CONVENTION CENTER 401 SECOND STREET NW, 10AM TO 2PM

alibi.com/v/6zzn. (August March) a

FRIDAY JAN 10

EVENT | PREVIEWS

SATURDAY JAN 11

TUESDAY JAN 14

IMAGE COURTESY OF CABQ.GOV

IMAGE COURTESY AIC GENERAL CONTRACTOR

IMAGE BY ANN CLIFFORD
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TUESDAY JAN 14

KIDS
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND

HISTORY Imagine Storytime. Enjoy stories, songs,
movement and music for the youngest museum-
goers and families. Inspired by the spirit of
“Sesame Street” and the Muppets, each week
presents a different theme. 2000 Mountain Rd NW.
2-3pm. 764-6515. alibi.com/v/6zni.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Impact and Coffee. Nonprofit leaders, volunteers,
funders and people finding their place in the
community have a cup of coffee, hear about new
social profit ventures and innovation in a six-
minute presentation format. 624 Tijeras Ave NW.
9-10am. 226-0171. alibi.com/v/6zpo.

ALLEY KATS TAP COMPANY Rise of the Goddess
Burlesque Class. Learn the art of tease from
leading members of the local burlesque scene.
Topics change weekly and are for both new and
experienced performers of all backgrounds. Pre-
registration recommended. 7:30-8:30pm. 18+.
alibi.com/v/70f0. Also, 222 Truman St NE. $10.
7:30-8:30pm. 18+. alibi.com/v/70f1.

WEDNESDAY JAN 15
NEW MEXICO SCHOOL OF YOGA Prana Vinyasa
Flow Yoga. This all-level class is drenched in
music, inspired by nature and emphasizes the
elemental qualities of each season. Leave with a
sense of connection, community, ritual and grat-
itude. 1111 Carlisle Blvd SE. $10. 6-7pm.
ALL-AGES! 697-8507. alibi.com/v/6zmv.

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY JAN 9

WELLNESS/FITNESS
SELF SERVE G-Spot Orgasms and How to Squirt.
Self Serve owner Matie hosts an in-depth discus-
sion on the clitoral cluster and G-spot myths and
facts. The class covers anatomy, positioning, toys
and communication techniques. 112 Morningside
Dr NE. $25. 5:30-7pm. 18+. 265-5815.
alibi.com/v/6zq2.

FRIDAY JAN 10

LEARN
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Stud Your Own
Accessories. Add your own studs and rivets and
make your favorite things unique. Please clothes
and accessories with all other materials provided.
8081 Central Ave NW. 4:30-5:30pm. 768-4320.
alibi.com/v/6zag.

SELF SERVE Rope Bondage for Beginners.
Playfully explore the different kinds of restraints,
how to create a scene and stay safe and sexy. 112
Morningside Dr NE. $10. 7:30-8:30pm. 21+.
265-5815. alibi.com/v/6zq3.

SATURDAY JAN 11
HUMBLE COFFEE Humble Get Down: A Local
Vendor Pop-Up. More than 10 local vendors and
artists sell their wares every second Saturday. 505
Central Ave NW Ste C. Free. 10am-1pm.
ALL-AGES! 609-7099. alibi.com/v/6l3o.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE GARDEN CENTER Plant
Pollination Strategies: Food, Sex and Broken
Promises. George Miller explores how plants have
evolved to manipulate pollinator behavior not only
with pollen and nectar rewards, but also with tricks,
stimulants, addiction, deception and entrapment.
10120 Lomas Blvd NE. 10-11:30am. ALL-AGES!
alibi.com/v/6zb1.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY Making
Change: Old Town Arts Entrepreneur and Postcard
Artist. Joe Sabatini delights with his talk about
Joseph Roy “J. R.” Willis, who had a remarkable
and colorful NM career as an entrepreneur of the
arts. 423 Central Ave NE. 10:30am-noon.
ALL-AGES! 848-1376. alibi.com/v/6zau.

SUNDAY JAN 12

KIDS
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER

Family Nature Club Kickoff. Get the family outside,
connect children to nature, explore local parks and
join a nature club.  Registration recommended.
6500 Coors Blvd NW. 10am-noon. ALL-AGES!
897-8831. alibi.com/v/7007.

LEARN
SELF SERVE Sensual Restraint Play: Hands-On
Intensive. In this 3-hour class, learn safety and
consent info, types of restraints and have time to
do some hands-on guided practice. 112
Morningside Dr NE. $40. 11am-2pm. 18+.
265-5815. alibi.com/v/6zq4.

MONDAY JAN 13
50/50 COFFEE HOUSE Nerd Night. Nerd out with
D&D, Magic the Gathering, Monopoly, Scrabble
and more. Bring your own game or use one from
the shop. 2122 Central Ave SE. 4-8pm. ALL-AGES!
639-4334. alibi.com/v/6ss4.

EMPIRE BOARD GAME LIBRARY The Liars’ Game.
An interactive game show where three storytellers
tell two true stories and one fake story and the
audience votes to determine the liar. 3503 Central
Ave NE. $5. 7pm. 13+. alibi.com/v/6zzd.

  CALENDARS

COMMUNITY

TUESDAY JAN 14

SAN PEDRO LIBRARY Discover the
BioPark. Visit the discovery station booth
and meet and interact with animal ambas-
sadors that may include raptors, lizards,

Madagascar hissing cockroaches or hedge-
hogs. 5600 Trumbull Ave SE. 3-4:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 256-2067. alibi.com/v/6zlw.



JANUARY 9-15, 2020 WEEKLY ALIBI [17]

ARTS & LIT

  CALENDARS

THURSDAY JAN 9

WORDS
CHILDREN’S CHOICE Publish and Distribute a
Book with IngramSpark. Robin Cutler shares tips
on indie and trade publishing with her broad
knowledge of indie, academic and trade
publishing, content creation, distribution, on-
demand models and author strategies. 10601
Lomas Blvd NE. $40. 6:30-8:30pm. 18+. 265-7215.
alibi.com/v/6zyv.

STAGE
SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY The Highland
Players. Enjoy an afternoon of suspense, mystery
and comedy as the troop performs a few of their
best works. 3904 Isleta Blvd SW. 12:30-1:30pm.
ALL-AGES! 877-5170. alibi.com/v/6zar.

LEARN
SOUTHWEST UNIVERSITY OF VISUAL ARTS
Figure Drawing. Sharpen figurative skills working
from a live model in a relaxing and supportive envi-
ronment. All skill levels and media welcome (no
photography). 5000 Marble Ave. NE. 7-9pm. 18+.
254-7575. alibi.com/v/6js2.

TWOGETHER GALLERY AND MARKET Sketch
Night at TwoGether. Practice sketching, doodling
and painting skills with a chance to meet other local
creatives, bounce ideas and techniques off one
another and improve skills. All levels and ages
welcome. 308 Lead Ave SE. 6-9pm. ALL-AGES!
818-5503. alibi.com/v/6zzf.

FRIDAY JAN 10

STAGE
AUX DOG THEATRE QSolo Festival: Motherhood,
Barbells and T-Shots. A one-woman show about
the transition from a mother/daughter to a
mother/son relationship with gesture-based dance,
ritual movement and Olympic weightlifting. 3011
Monte Vista Blvd NE. $12-$18. 8pm. 18+. 596-0607.
alibi.com/v/704z.

VORTEX THEATRE Susan and God. This dramatic
comedy follows Susan, a magnetic socialite,
following a trip abroad and on a quest to evangelize
her high society friends. Her new fervor is scoffed
at until people start taking her claims personally.
2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $17-$24. 7:30pm. 15+.
247-8600. alibi.com/v/6zzp.

SATURDAY JAN 11
AFRICAN AMERICAN PERFORMING ARTS
CENTER, Expo NM Haiti: After the Earthquake.
The Hands of the Caribbean present an evening of
Haitian and NM artists, live performances, music
and food, to raise funds for thos still impacted by
the devastation of the earthquake in 2010. 310 San
Pedro Dr NE. $50. 5:30-9:30pm. 21+. 922-5550.
alibi.com/v/6z8x.

ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY
Public Opening of Dreams Unreal. Listen to the
story of how rock music gave rise to rock counter-
culture and how its enduring images were gener-
ated by a disparate group of daring visual artists
engaged in a revolution. 2000 Mountain Rd NW.
1-5pm. 764-6515. alibi.com/v/6zno.

WORDS
ORGANIC BOOKS Joalie Davie, M.D.: Healing the
Power in You: Tapping into Courage, Hope and
Resilience. The author and doctor conducts a short
healing demonstration during her talk about her
holistic health book. 111 Carlisle Blvd SE. 3pm.
ALL-AGES! 553-3823. alibi.com/v/6zfd.

Q-STAFF THEATRE Bad Mouth Series of Words
and Music: Winter 2020. This event features award-
winning writers Tiffany Midge, Michael Farrell
Smith and Bryce Emley, with music by local favorite
Lady Uranium. 400 Broadway Blvd SE. 7-8:30pm.
13+. 596-1847. alibi.com/v/6zhl.

ART
ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER
Opening Reception for Judith Weichsel Carr:
Retrospective Art Exhibit. See works from the artist
who was an innovating force in modern tapestry
weaving and fiber arts through teaching, exhibits
and her work with other artists and students. 6500
Coors Blvd NW. 2-4pm. 897-8831. alibi.com/v/700k.

OT CIRCUS GALLERY The Photography of Tim
Anderson. For one night, the photographer shows
his classics as well as never before seen new works
with raffles and light refreshments. 709 Central Ave
NW. 5-9pm. ALL-AGES! 413-4643. alibi.com/v/6zqv.

STAGE
AUX DOG THEATRE QSolo Festival: Motherhood,
Barbells and T-Shots. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE.
$12-$18. 8pm. 18+. See 1/10 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE Susan and God. 2900 Carlisle
Blvd NE. $17-$24. 7:30pm. 15+. See 1/10 listing.

SONG & DANCE
HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco. Enjoy
dynamic world-class performances, exquisite
Sevillan tapas and craft cocktails, with 60 percent
of proceeds supporting the National Institute of
Flamenco. 800 Rio Grande Blvd NW. 8pm.
222-8736. alibi.com/v/6zue.

WEDNESDAY JAN 15
NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL

HISTORY AND SCIENCE Inspired by
Nature: Jewelry Re-Boot, An Adult Evening.
Learn to rework everyday items into beau-

tiful pendants, pins and bracelets in a
steampunk style. All materials are provided

with guidance by an experienced artist.
1801 Mountain Rd NW. $25-$30. 6-9pm.

21+. 841-2877. alibi.com/v/6zyt.
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MUSIC

  CALENDARS

ST. STEPHEN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Solid Grounds Coffee House. Bobcats, the NM
Music Award winners for best jazz album play a
swinging mix for your listening and dancing
plesure. 4601 Juan Tabo NE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!
363-3500. alibi.com/v/6zgt.

LEARN
NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

AND SCIENCE Workshop: Repurposed Plastic
Jewelry. Learn how to take every day items such
as plastic silverware and turn them into beautiful
bracelets, earrings and pendants. 1801 Mountain
Rd NW. 10am-2pm. 13+. 841-2877.
alibi.com/v/6zys.

SUNDAY JAN 12

WORDS
ORGANIC BOOKS Bonnie Rucobo: Word
Sculptures. The author signs and discusses her
book of art and poetry based on the Albuquerque
Museum’s sculpture garden. 111 Carlisle Blvd SE.
3pm. 553-3823. alibi.com/v/6zfc.

STAGE
AUX DOG THEATRE QSolo Festival: Motherhood,
Barbells and T-Shots. 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE.
$12-$18. 8pm. 18+. See 1/10 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE Susan and God. 2900 Carlisle
Blvd NE. $17-$24. 2pm. 15+. See 1/10 listing.

SONG & DANCE
NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Brass
Winds and Bach’s Air. The NMPhil winds and brass
warm this midwinter afternoon with
Dvorák’s Serenade for Winds, Crespo’s Spirit of
Brass, Bach’s Air on the G String, Jan
Koetsier’s Brass Symphony and Canzons. 1701
Fourth Street SW. $24-$68. 3-5pm. 13+.
505-323-4343, Ext 1. alibi.com/v/6zkq.

FILM
CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Sunday Movie: Toy
Story 4. Enjoy a screening of the Pixar film, rated
G. 8081 Central Ave NW. 1:30-3:30pm. ALL-AGES!
768-4320. alibi.com/v/6zah.

TUESDAY JAN 14

SONG & DANCE
KIMO THEATRE Mandolin Orange. The North
Carolina singer-songwriter duo plays an intimate
evening of music. 423 Central Ave NW. 7:30-10pm.
768-3522. alibi.com/v/6s3n.

LEARN
ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND

HISTORY Creative Age: Puppet Making. This
puppetry workshop looks at the art of designing,
building and performing with puppets. Participants
learn a variety of techniques, with a focus on three
styles. For ages 55 and older. 2000 Mountain Rd
NW. $80. 3-5pm. 764-6517. alibi.com/v/6znp.

WEDNESDAY JAN 15

WORDS
TRACTOR BREWING CO. Writing Wednesday. A
place for writers to write and get critiques on
pages. 118 Tulane Dr SE. 5-8pm. 433-5654.
alibi.com/v/7026.

ARTS & LIT

CONT.

THURSDAY JAN 9
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Escape on A Horse •
Americana, country • 6pm • FREE

THE COUNTY LINE BBQ Open Mic with Skip
Batchelor • 6:30pm • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON William Bannister • variety •
6pm • $5 • 21+

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Above Average
Open Mic • 6:30pm • FREE • 13+

LAUNCHPAD Godrest • Desecrated Humanity •
Eye • progressive rock • 9pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Halfway Decent
Karaoke • 7pm • 21+

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Schumann and
Kinabrew • acoustic rock • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Saugwa • Meryl Streep Jr. • variety •
7pm • FREE

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Danny the
Harp • acoustic variety • 7pm • FREE

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Kamikaze
Karaoke • 7pm

COMEDY
TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Magic and
Comedy Night • Dave Grimm • Bryan Lambe •
Caleb Mulke • 8pm

FRIDAY JAN 10
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND
STREET TAPROOM Lexie Pettis • variety •
4:30pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BOESE BROTHERS BREWPUB Eli Del Puerto •
jazz • 7pm • FREE

DIRTY BOURBON William Bannister • variety •
6pm • $5 • 21+

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety •
7:30pm • $20 • ALL-AGES!

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Subtle Knife • Shrewd •
house • Jerk! • The Hi-Watts • All Thicc • 9pm

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL Last Call • swing,
jazz, soul, blues, R&B • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER All That Glitters: A Night To Celebrate David
Bowie • Ruby Champagne • Bolie Geste • DJ Wae
Fonkey • hip-hop, R&B • 9pm • $10

STILL SPIRITS Boiler Room Beats  • DJ
RyanDemond • dance, electro soul • 8pm • FREE •
21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Taylor Hernly • singer-
songwriter • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Lomas Street
Jazz • jazz • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK The Directory •
Mineral Hill • country, punkgrass • 5pm • Otis B.
Goode and The Honky Tonk Heretics • honky tonk •
8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Positrax •
country • 6pm

COMEDY
TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY
Headliners 505 Comedy Presents Friday Night
Fools • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $10 • 18+

SATURDAY JAN 11
B2B2 BARRIO UPTOWN Shimon’s Free Agents •
jazz • 6:30pm • FREE

THE BARLEY ROOM Flashback • rock, oldies •
8:30pm • FREE • 21+

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND
STREET TAPROOM 100 Proof • variety • 7pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON William Bannister • variety •
6pm • $5 • 21+

LAUNCHPAD The Talking Hours • indie rock •
Darken the Day • heavy metal • Illum • Distances •
punk, hardcore • Departer • 9pm

TUESDAY JAN 14
SISTER Reverend Horton Heat • rocka-

billy • 8pm • $10

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Saugwa • variety • Sad
Bug • Death by Moon • 9pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Halfway Decent
Karaoke • 7pm • FREE • 21+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Marie Black • folk •
5pm • 21+

ROCK AND BREWS Traveler in Pain • rock, metal •
8pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

SISTER Zone Out: Another DJ Night • electronic,
pop, variety • Selectors Tech Rider • Roxford •
Trans Europe Caress • 8pm • FREE

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Benny
Bassett • acoustic rock • 7pm • FREE

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Nathan Fox • indie,
singer-songwriter, blues • 5pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS DJ La Ruda •
dance, electronic • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Still Closed for
Repairs • Americana, indie, folk • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Neil Gregory
Johnson • honky tonk • 6pm

COMEDY
RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Saturday Stand-Up
Spectacular • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $5 •
18+

SUNDAY JAN 12
CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Chris Dracup • acoustic,
blues, funk, soul • 4pm • FREE

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety •
4pm • $20 • ALL-AGES!

O’NIELL’S PUB, Nob Hill Rye Creek • folk, Irish •
4pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

MONDAY JAN 13
TRACTOR BREWING CO. Old-Time Jam Circle •
7:30pm

COMEDY
RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY OG Monday: A
Comedy Open Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm •
FREE • 21+

TUESDAY JAN 14
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND
STREET TAPROOM Open Mic • 6pm • FREE •
ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE
TAPROOM Open Mic with Rob Roman • 6pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Morgan Heritage • InnaState • rock,
reggae • Pocketful of Dub Soundsystem • 9pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Jam Night •
5pm • Bring Your Own Vinyl • 6pm • FREE • 21+

STEEL BENDER BREWYARD The Noms • folk rock,
pop • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Mississippi Jake • singer-
songwriter, folk • 7pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Kamikaze
Karaoke • 8pm

WEDNESDAY JAN 15
BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND
STREET TAPROOM 32K Karaoke with KJ Rhonda
Herd • 6pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE
TAPROOM Chris Ravin • rock ’n’ roll • 6pm •
FREE • ALL-AGES!

ECLIPSE Monochromatic Black • death metal •
6:30pm

LAUNCHPAD J Stone • BoBo • variety • KEE.OD •
Roachkxng • 9pm

SISTER Black Flag • punk, hardcore • 7pm •
$20-$25

COMEDY
TRACTOR BREWING CO. Tractor Trivia League:
Season 1 • 7pm    

FRIDAY JAN 10
LAUNCHPAD Concepto Tambor • Afro-

Latin, Latin, world • Sol de la Noche • jazz,
fusion • El Super • MRMRVL • 9pm
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storyline. (Though, to be perfectly honest,
that was the case with the original trilogy
as well.) Writer-director J.J. Abrams’
conventional take on 2015’s The Force
Awakens offered a decent amount of
promise, putting the series back in
familiar, high-flying space opera
territory—even if the story underneath it
all ended up feeling like a beat-for-beat
rehash of A New Hope. Writer-director Rian
Johnson’s controversial 2017 outing, The
Last Jedi ,offered some intriguing twists on
the now familiar formula—including a
villain who came up with the novel idea of
rejecting weary good/evil, rebel/empire
tropes and a heroine who seemed to
dispute the silly concept that the “energy
field created by all living things” that
surrounds us, penetrates us and binds us
together can only be wielded by a couple
of magical bloodlines.

With The Rise of Skywalker, J.J. Abrams
returns to more or less undo all the
narrative innovation Johnson’s outing
contributes. This is not an outright
condemnation of the film. As a Star Wars
film, it’s perfectly watchable and
occasionally fairly exciting. Its greatest sin
is that it feels incredibly rushed, moving
from breathless action sequence to
breathless action sequence to breathless
action sequence to … Well, you get the
idea. Every shot feels at least a few seconds
too short. Every joke is a few beats too
quick on the punchline. There’s scarcely
any breathing room to stop and absorb it
all. To be fair, writer-director J.J. Abrams

has a lot of ground to cover here—
wrapping up at least 20 storylines while
adding some 20 new ones. As a result, a lot
of people end up getting the short end of
the light saber. Kelly Marie Tran’s Rose
Tico is all but sidelined, uttering fewer
lines than Dominic Monaghan (Abrams’
old pal from “Lost”), who pops his head in
every few scenes for some damn fool
reason. Even more painful is watching
Carrie Fisher as General Leia Organa.
Hampered by the actresses’ untimely
death, her “performance” consists of a
digital simulacrum standing around and
glaring silently at various people trying to
converse with her. Occasionally, she utters
a non sequitur culled from previous
dialogue recording sessions. 

Ultimately—with all the battles fought,
the villains dispatched and the heroes
triumphant—Rise of Skywalker somehow
managed to wrap up 40-plus years’ worth
of storytelling in a package just tidy
enough to bring some small level of
satisfaction to even a crusty, old-school
Star Wars fan such as myself. It’s not the
best Star Wars film, and it damn sure ain’t
the worst.

Over the years I’ve walked into Star
Wars films with everything from naive
anticipation (A New Hope) to fanatical
devotion (The Empire Strikes Back) to
nostalgic (soon-to-be-crushed)
expectation (The Phantom Menace) to
outright animosity (Revenge of the Sith).
The Rise of Skywalker represents the first
time I’ve gone to a theater with no sense
of emotion whatsoever. And that lack of
enthusiasm tells me that maybe it is time
to put this media franchise back in the
closet for a few decades. 

… But then I’m faced with “The
Mandalorian” over on Disney’s newly
minted subscription streaming service
Disney+. It’s a simple, episodic, family-
oriented series, seemingly unhampered
by the expectation of carrying the entire
Star Wars franchise on its Beskar-
armored shoulders. As a result, it’s just
pure, blissful fun—the closest in spirit to
the Saturday afternoon matinee
entertainment George Lucas had in
mind when he conceived of the original
Star Wars. Perhaps, then, it’s not time to
retire Star Wars as a storytelling
property. Maybe it’s just time for Disney
(and a whole lot of Hollywood) to
abandon the entire concept of big-
budget, make-or-break movie theater
blockbusters and concentrate on
sharper, more individualistic and far
better paced TV series. a

Rise of Skywalker vs. “The Mandalorian”
Glimpsing the future a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away

A Look Underwater
The newest documentary from nature
photographer, conservationist and filmmaker
Ian Shive starts screening Friday, Jan. 10 at
the DynaTheater at the New Mexico
Museum of Natural History & Science (1801
Mountain Rd. NW). “Hidden Pacific” features
never-before-seen footage of the marine
national monuments in the Pacific Ocean
and provides audiences with a glimpse of
healthy tropical ecosystems that are
relatively untouched by humans and the
impacts of climate change and
environmental degradation. The film is
geared toward students, educators, families
and general audiences. For complete times
and ticket prices, go to nmnaturalhistory.org.
To learn more about the film, go to
hiddenpacific.com.

Madrid Movies Move
The Madrid Film Festival (that’s Madrid,
N.M.—not Madrid, Spain) goes on tour
starting this Thursday, Jan. 16. That night, at
7pm, the Jean Cocteau Cinema in Santa Fe
(418 Montezuma Ave.) kicks it off by playing
host to a one-night-only showcase of
offerings from last year’s second annual
festival. Organizers say they saw an
astonishing number of high-quality films
from all over New Mexico in 2019 and are
now highlighting the best of the best award-
winners in this new statewide tour.
Comedies, dramas, thrillers and
documentaries are among the genres
represented. Impresario Joe West and
author Andrew Wice, who founded the
Madrid Film Festival in 2018, will host the
screening. West is bringing along his band
as well and will offer up some live musical
accompaniment. Tickets are $10. For more
info go to jeancocteaucinema.com.

Crime Time
The locally lensed short film “Get Tony
Scarboni” is having its premiere screening
this Sunday, Jan. 12, starting at 1pm at
Guild Cinema (3405 Central Ave. NE). This
30-minute crime thriller tells the story of a
mob boss climbing to the top of his game—
only to find trouble in the form of a
supernatural enemy from the past. The film
is shot in black and white and features “a
cast of very colorful characters.” Writer-
director Spike Michaels will be on hand
along with several other members of the
cast and crew. Admission is free.

Aging Well
The Santa Fe Community Convention Center
(201 W. Marcy St.) serves as the screening
site for the world premiere of the new PBS
series “Ageless Living.” AgeNation and New
Mexico PBS are cohosting this special event
on Thursday, Jan. 16 starting at 6:30pm. The
40-episode series, which was filmed in
Albuquerque and Santa Fe, shines a
spotlight on 22 award-winning, best-selling
authors and experts including David Suzuki,
Lynne Twist, Gregg Braden, Bruce Lipton,
Dr. Eben Alexander, Anita Moorjani, Barbara
Marx Hubbard and more. Over the course of
the series, each of the speakers presents
“inspiring and informative” talks before a live
audience on subjects of importance and
relevance to our time. The series debuts
later this month on KNME-5. AgeNation
founders George and Sedena Cappannelli
are scheduled to host the series premiere
event in Santa Fe, which offers clips from
various episodes, appearances by some of
the authors, live music and more. This event
is free and open to the public, but guest
tickets are required. To reserve yours go to
newmexicopbs.org/ageless-living-event. a

W
e are all now firmly living in the
futuristic world of 2020. As we
wave goodbye to the second

decade of the 21st century, it’s worth
marking 2019 in the history books.
Because it may just go down as the year in
which television pounded the final nail in
the coffin of cinema. 

For decades television was viewed as the
cheap and tawdry little sister to the golden
goddess that was Hollywood film. But the
tide began to turn around the time HBO
premiered “The Sopranos” (1999) and
“The Wire” (2002). Since those universally
acclaimed series, television has lured
countless A-list writers, directors, producers
and actors away from the movie industry
with expensive, epic, “event” television
(“Mad Men,” “Deadwood,” “Breaking
Bad,” “Game of Thrones,” “Orange Is the
New Black,” “The Walking Dead,” “Big
Little Lies,” “The Crown” to name but a
few). Mainstream movie theaters,
meanwhile, have struggled to retain
audiences lured away by appointment TV
and fancier home entertainment systems.
In the last 10 years, movie studios have
become increasingly desperate, throwing
budgets into overdrive and banking on an
endless string of overhyped sequels,
prequels and reboots. To put it simply,
they’re trying too hard. Nowhere is this
conflict more vividly illustrated than in the
ongoing Star Wars saga.

When the Disney corporation purchased
Lucasfilm in 2012, it was assumed that the
ever-expanding movie giant would exploit
the hell out of George Lucas’ sci-fi legacy.
New movies, toys, video games, theme
parks and perhaps even TV shows were all
on the table. But the franchise’s cinematic
legacy has waned somewhat since Disney
started pumping out sequels and prequels.
Some lay the blame on Disney’s overly
ambitious calendar of releases. By the time
Solo: A Star Wars Story hit theaters in 2018,
audiences seemed to be experiencing a
certain amount of fatigue with the media
franchise. But with the late 2019 release of
Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (the IXth
film in the series) to theaters and “The
Mandalorian” (the first-ever live-action
Star Wars TV series) to Disney+, fans are
experiencing something closer to divided
loyalty. Could the future of Star Wars
actually lie in the small screen?

Weirdly—given the amount of corporate
oversight in today’s world—the most recent
Star Wars theatrical trilogy (The Force
Awakens, The Last Jedi, The Rise of Skywalker)
appears to have been written “exquisite
corpse”-style with new teams on each film
and barely a thought to the overarching
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Rey, we hardly knew ye.
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Breaking Out
If you’re a “Breaking Bad” fan (and who
around here isn’t?), but you missed out on
the premiere of the “Breaking Bad” sequel
movie El Camino because you don’t have
Netflix, fear not. AMC (the original cable
TV home to “Breaking Bad”) just
announced a five-week “Breaking Bad”
marathon, which will start on Jan. 19 and
end on Feb. 16 with the cable TV premiere
of El Camino: A Breaking Bad Movie. The
marathon (taking place every Sunday) will
feature all episodes from all five seasons of
the award-winning, Albuquerque-lensed
crime drama. So if you never even started
watching the show (shame on you), here’s
your chance to catch up with your
neighbors. Of course, the marathon is just
a lead-in to the highly anticipated fifth
season of AMC’s “Breaking Bad” spin-
off/prequel “Better Call Saul”—which hits
AMC on Feb. 23. 

Fancy Dancer
Well, that was inevitable. FOX has
announced a spin-off of its guilty pleasure
reality show competition “The Masked
Singer.” It’s called—wait for it—“The
Masked Dancer.” Instead of “celebrities” in
elaborate, full-body costumes singing while
doofus “judges” (and the audience, of
course) try to guess who they really are
underneath their masks, the new show will
feature “celebrities” in elaborate, full-body
costumes … ah, you can probably figure out
the rest for yourself. Ellen DeGeneres, who
came up with a similar segment on her
daytime talk show, serves as executive

producer on the new show. “This is gonna
be just as fun and suspenseful as ‘The
Masked Singer,’ but with a lot more
Krumping,” promised DeGeneres in a press
release. Awesome. In case you forgot, the
first episode of “The Masked Singer”
Season 2 ended when the judges somehow
failed to determine that the Ice Cream Cone
singing “Whip It” was YouTube videogame
vlogger Tyler “Ninja” Blevins. I mean, how
can “The Masked Dancer” ever hope to top
thrills like that?

Brick House
Can’t get enough of celebrities competing
against one another in trivial televised
tasks? Trust me, FOX feels your pain.
That’s why the network—in addition to
announcing “The Masked Dancer”—also
teased “LEGO Masters.” Former “SNL” star
Will Arnett has been tapped to host this
unscripted competition series which pits
celebrity LEGO fans in a head-to-head

battle to create various “themed” LEGO
creations. Brainy actress Mayim Bialik
(“The Big Bang Theory”), for example, will
help build space-themed creations. Brawny
actor Terry Crews (“Brooklyn Nine-Nine”),
meanwhile, will stack blocks in a “Good vs.
Evil” challenge. And C3PO, R2-D2 and
BB-8 will be on hand for the show’s Star
Wars-themed episode. The show debuts
Wednesday, Feb. 5.

Kidz News
CBS’ venerable newsmagazine “60 Minutes”
is the oldest show on TV, in terms of both
time on air (since 1968) and demographics
(everybody who watches is extremely
geriatric). Starting in 2020, however, the
show will begin targeting attention-deficit-
having, Billie Eilish-listening, Tik Tok-
loving millennials with its hip new “60 in 6”
spin-off, which will eventually see the light
of day on something called Quibi. The
show—as the title suggests—distills the
deep-dive investigative new reporting “60
Minutes” made famous down to easily
digestible, smartphone-ready 6-minute
“quick bites.” Enrique Acevedo, an award-
winning anchor and reporter from Spanish-
language network Univision, has been
named as the show’s first correspondent.
Quibi, in case you don’t know (which you
almost certainly don’t), is a “mobile-first
media technology platform bringing
together the best of Silicon Valley and
Hollywood.” Founded by former Disney
chairman Jeffrey Katzenberg and Wall Street
business wiz Meg Whitman, the on-the-go
platform is expected to launch this April.
No date yet on when “60 in 6” will debut. a

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH
MONDAY 13

“The Healing Powers of Dude” (Netflix streaming
anytime) What sounds like a skeevy talk show for
the Men’s Rights Movement is actually a feel-good
family comedy about an 11-year-old boy with social
anxiety disorder who faces middle school with the
help of a service dog named Dude.

“The New Pope” (HBO 7pm) “The Young Pope”
(starring Jude Law as His Titular Holiness) gets
a belated second season with a new title and a
new pope (John Malkovich as the now titular—
and equally fictional—Pope John Paul III). John
Malkovich is the Pope? I think I want to live in
that universe.

TUESDAY 14
“Kings of Pain: Behind the Bites” (History

8:03pm) In “Kings of Pain” wildlife biologist Adam
Thorn and professional animal handler Rob
“Caveman” Alleva travel the world allowing
themselves to be bitten by the world’s most
dangerous animals and stung by nature’s most
vicious insects. Any questions I have can only be
answered by a licensed psychotherapist and not by
this behind-the-scenes special.

WEDNESDAY 15
“68 Whiskey” (Paramount 8pm) Ron Howard is the

executive producer behind this “M*A*S*H”-esque
comedy-drama about Army medics stationed at a
military base in Afghanistan. a

finds herself traveling across America in a van with a
tough-talking 10-year-old stowaway.

“Lincoln Rhyme: Hunt for the Bone Collector” (KOB-
4 7pm) For some reason the 1999 adaptation (starring
Denzel Washington and Angelina Jolie) of Jeffery
Deaver’s hit crime novel failed to launch a film series.
So NBC tries again by rebooting the serial killer
thriller as a TV series. 

SATURDAY 11
Psycho Nurse (Lifetime 6pm) A brief list of other people

that are also psycho, at least according to Lifetime
Original Movies: Psycho BFF, Psycho In-Law, Psycho
Mother-in-Law, Psycho Brother In-Law, Psycho Granny,
Psycho Stripper.

SUNDAY 12
Psycho Party Planner (Lifetime 6pm) … Oh, and Party

Planner, evidently.
“The 25th Annual Critics’ Choice Awards” (KWBQ-

19 6pm) America’s film critics say what the best
films/performances of 2019 were. Taye Diggs hosts.

“The Outsider” (HBO 7pm) Ben Mendelsohn
(“Bloodline”), Jason Bateman (“Arrested
Development”) and Mare Winningham (St. Elmo’s
Fire) star in this miniseries based on Stephen King’s
novel of the same name about a seemingly simple
murder investigation that devolves into
supernatural shenanigans.

“Sanditon” (KNME-5 8pm) Jane Austen’s final,
unfinished novel get the PBS “Masterpiece”
treatment, courtesy of Andrew Davies (who previously
tackled Vanity Fair, Pride and Prejudice, Middlemarch
and War & Peace).

THURSDAY 9
“Reclaimed” (Discovery 7:01pm) In Discovery’s

latest docu-reality series, modern-day homesteaders
purchase old abandoned mine claims at pennies on
the dollar, hoping to strike it rich using modern day
gold extraction techniques and equipment. 

“Truth & Lies: The Jeffrey Epstein Story” (KOAT-7
8:02pm) ABC News investigates the history of dead
financier Jeffrey Epstein. By the way: Jeffrey
Epstein, who killed himself in jail, would like to
thank you for spreading all those Facebook memes
about how he didn’t kill himself in jail but was
murdered by some deep state conspiracy. Because
now everyone’s talking about Jeffrey Epstein as the
victim in cool murder mystery instead of talking
about Jeffrey Epstein as the serial abuser, pedophile
and rapist that he was.

FRIDAY 10
“AJ and the Queen” (Netflix streaming anytime)

Writer/director/producer Michael Patrick King (“Sex
and the City,” “Cybill,” “Murphy Brown,” “Will &
Grace,” “Two Broke Girls”) is the creator of this
comedy about a down-on-her-luck drag queen
(RuPaul, who serves as co-creator/co-producer) who

TV News 
Televised tidbits from around the dial
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Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16, Flix Brewhouse,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX)

Mad Lab Theater: Experiment 5—Y2K
The Basement Films crew returns to
Guild Cinema for another night of “video
art, experimental cinema, works in
progress, secret samples, teasers, deli-
cious deep cuts, audio-visual perform-
ance and random, electrifying
moments.” This month’s theme is “Y2K.”
Apocalypse? Prank? Coding error? Janu-
ary’s selection of rare and tasty treats
from local and visiting artists will explore
the phenomenon. 75 minutes. (Opens
Wednesday 1/15 at Guild Cinema)

New Mexico Women in Films PSA:
Highlighting Women Veterans
New Mexico Women in Film teams up
with Women Veterans of New Mexico to
showcase a pair of recently shot docu-
mentary shorts. Screening at this free
public event are Geri Lynn Matthews’
“Mentor Them/Hire Them!” and “Sol-
diers Period,” a short directed by Patricia
Lee Stotter & Marcia Rock. 75 minutes.
Unrated. (Opens Saturday 1/11 at Guild
Cinema)

Sarileru Neekevvaru
A tough army major (Mahesh Babu) is
deployed to Kurnool on a mission to
keep the country safe from external
threats. The title translates as “Nobody
Can Match You.” In Telugu with English
subtitles. 155 minutes. Unrated. (Opens
Thursday 1/9 at Century Rio)

Underwater
A crew of underwater researchers (Kris-
ten Stewart, Vincent Cassel and T.J.
Miller among them) find themselves
trapped at the bottom of the sea when
an earthquake devastates their undersea
laboratory—and also sets loose an army
of toothy sea monsters. I hate it when
that happens. PG-13. (Opens Thursday
1/9 at Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
Flix Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX)

Good Newwz
An educated, urban couple from Mumbai
are desperate to get pregnant. Somehow
this involves them hooking up with a sur-
rogate couple they would never have as-
sociated with otherwise—a “loud, garish
landowner couple from Panipat,
Haryana.” So these two polar opposite
couples, who hate one another, are
forced to remain connected, leading to
what the filmmakers promise are “hilari-
ous, often ridiculous situations.” In Hindi
with English subtitles. 132 minutes. Un-
rated. (Opens Friday 1/10 at Movies
West)

Just Mercy
Based on a true story, Michael B. Jordan
(from Black Panther and Creed) stars as
world-renowned civil rights attorney
Bryan Stevenson, who works to free a
wrongly condemned death row inmate
(Jamie Foxx) in Alabama. 136 minutes.
PG-13. (Opens Thursday 1/9 at Century
Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
Flix Brewhouse, High Ridge, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX)

The Kingmaker
The latest documentary from Lauren
Greenfield (The Queen of Versailles)
grants viewers intimate access to infa-
mous Filipino First Lady/billionaire/shoe
collector Imelda Marcos. Against aston-
ishing odds the Marcos family has risen
again in power, and Greenfield follows
Imelda on her present-day quest to
rewrite her clan’s history of corruption
and help her son win the vice presidency
of the Philippines. 100 minutes. Unrated.
(Opens Friday 1/10 at Guild Cinema)

Like a Boss
Witty indie rabble rouser Miguel Arteta
(Star Maps, Chuck & Buck, The Good
Girl, Youth in Revolt) directs Rose Byrne
and Tiffany Haddish in this comedy
about a couple of friends who decide to
start a beauty company together. When
the business takes off, their competing
styles—one is practical, the other is in it
for the lavish lifestyle—clash. R. (Opens
Thursday 1/9 at Century Rio, Century 14

NEW
1917
Sam Mendes (American Beauty, Revolu-
tionary Road, Skyfall) directs the epic and
technically ingenious tale of World War I.
Two young British privates are given the
impossible mission of delivering a mes-
sage deep within enemy territory, pre-
venting 1,600 young soldiers from
walking into a trap. This entire film, in-
spired by a true historical incident, is shot
and edited to appear as a single, uninter-
rupted take unfolding in real time. 119
minutes. R. (Opens Thursday 1/9 at Cen-
tury Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC Al-
buquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16,
Flix Brewhouse, High Ridge, Icon Cine-
mas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere
Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX &
RPX)

63 Up
Multi-award-winning director Michael
Apted contributes the latest chapter in
cinema’s longest running documentary
series. Here, the celebrated filmmaker
checks in on the ordinary British “kids”
he’s followed since 1964’s TV short
“Seven Up!” Every seven years, like
clockwork, he’s crafted a simple, deeply
humanist documentary sketch about
them. They’re now 63 and dealing with a
whole new round of life-changing deci-
sions, shocking announcements, joys
and heartbreaks. Given Apted’s age (79),
this could very well be the last in the se-
ries. 138 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Tues-
day 1/14 at Guild Cinema)

Ala Vaikuntapuramlo
Allu Arjun (Arya, Bunny, Desamamuduru)
stars as a cop tied up in regional faction-
alism in India. In Telugu with English sub-
titles. Unrated. (Opens Saturday 1/11 at
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

The Disappearance of My Mother
Benedetta Barzini was an iconic fashion
model (muse to Warhol, Dali and Ave-
don) in the ’60s and a radical feminist
icon in the ’70s. But now, at age 75, she
just wants to vanish from public life and
the roles it imposed on her. Both aiding
and hindering her on this quest is her
only son, Beniamino Baresse, who feels
the need to document (rather paradoxi-
cally) his mother’s quest to escape the
camera lens. She wants no part of his
project, but since she filmed his as a child
against his will, she feels she has no
choice but to participate. The result is
stubborn cinematic fight between mother
and son to capture the ultimate portrait of
a person who doesn’t want to be seen. In
Italian with English subtitles. 94 minutes.
Unrated. (Opens Friday 1/10 at Guild Cin-
ema)

First Love
Insanely prolific Japanese director
Takeshi Miike (The Happiness of the
Katakuris, Ichi the Killer, Audition, Dead
or Alive, Sukiyaki Western Django, 13 As-
sassins, Yakuza Apocalypse, Blade of the
Immortal to barely scratch the surface) is
back with another blood-spattered crime
comedy. A young boxer and a call girl
get caught up in a drug-smuggling
scheme over the course of one crazed
night in Tokyo. Given that this is Miike,
there are plenty of severed heads, raging
cocaine addictions and tangled plot
threads to go around—but the filmmaker
has assembled a surprisingly sweet ro-
mance amid the cheerful insanity. 108
minutes. R. (Opens Friday 1/10 at Guild
Cinema)

Weathering With You
Japanese writer-director Makoto
Shinkai, who gave us 2016’s brilliant sci-
fi rumination Your Name, returns with
his next animated hit. Set in Japan dur-
ing a particularly rainy season, the film
follows a high school boy who runs
away to Tokyo and befriends an orphan
girl who appears to be able to manipu-
late the weather. This enchanting mix of
fantasy and romance is also tinted with
various modern-day environmental con-
cerns. Screened in English dubbed and
English subtitled versions. PG-13.
(Opens Wednesday 1/15 at Century Rio,
Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX)

RETURNING
Blade Runner: The Final Cut (2007)
Check out Ridley Scott’s “final” tinkering
with his seminal 1982 sci-fi flick. (Se-
mantic appearances to the contrary, he
didn’t actually have anything to do with
the 1992 “Director’s Cut.”) Whether or
not the few new edits and additions re-
sult in a tighter overall theme are irrele-
vant. This is still one of the finest
science fiction films ever made and an
absolute privilege to see digitally re-
stored. 117 minutes. R. (Opens Sunday
1/12 at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

Hot Fuzz (2007)
Simon Pegg and Edgar Wright, the team
behind the 2004 gem Shaun of the
Dead, reunite to tweak another movie
genre. This time around, Pegg stars as a
top London cop who is sent to a sleepy
English hamlet and teamed with a dim-
wit partner (Shaun’s Nick Frost) by jeal-
ous colleagues. Eventually, the
mismatched duo are prevailed upon to
solve a series of bloody murders. The
film has a blast making fun of classic
’80s buddy cop movies, and the laughs
are—more often than not—explosive.
121 minutes. R. (Opens Wednesday
1/15 at Flix Brewhouse)

Just Mercy

FILM | CAPSULES by Devin D. O’Leary
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Theater Contact Info:

AMC ALBUQUERQUE 12
3810 Las Estancias Way SW • 544-2360

CENTURY 14 DOWNTOWN
100 Central SW • 243-9555

CENTURY RIO
I-25 & Jefferson • 343-9000

COTTONWOOD STADIUM 16
Cottonwood Mall • (844) 462-7342 ext. #607

FLIX BREWHOUSE
3236 La Orilla NW • 445-8500

GUILD CINEMA

3405 Central NE • 255-1848

HIGH RIDGE
12910 Indian School NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #605

ICON CINEMAS ALBUQUERQUE
13120-A Central Ave. SE • 814-7469

MOVIES 8
4591 San Mateo NE • 888-4773

MOVIES WEST
9201 Coors NW • 898-4664

RIO RANCHO PREMIERE CINEMA
1000 Premiere Parkway • 994-3300

SUB THEATER
UNM (Student Union Building Room 1003) • 277-5608

WINROCK STADIUM 16 IMAX & RPX
2100 Louisiana Blvd. NE • (844) 462-7342 ext. #4058

Carroll Shelby (Matt Damon) and infa-
mous English race car racer Ken Miles
(Christian Bale) took on the seemingly im-
possible task of trying to build a vehicle
fast enough to beat iconic Italian sports
car manufacturer Ferrari at 24 Hours of
Le Mans in 1966. 152 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Frozen II
Disney’s 2013 smash animated hit gets
the inevitable sequel. This time around
Anna (Kristen Bell), Elsa (Idina Menzel),
Kristoff (Jonathan Groff) and Olaf (Josh
Gad) must leave the kingdom of Aren-
delle to travel to an ancient, autumn-
bound forest and discover the origin of
Elsa’s mysterious powers—and, you
know, save the kingdom. 103 minutes.
PG. (Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16)

The Grudge
We already had the Japanese films Ju-
On: The Curse, Ju-On: The Curse 2, Ju-
On: The Grudge, Ju-On: The Grudge 2,
Ju-On: The Beginning of the End and Ju-
On: The Final Curse as well as the Ameri-
can films The Grudge, The Grudge 2 and
The Grudge 3—almost all of which are
just remakes/reboots of the first film.
Here’s yet another one, which is said to
have little to do with the previous films—
other than the fact that it’s about a house
cursed by a vengeful ghost. R. (Century
Rio, Century 14 Downtown, Icon Cinemas
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

A Hidden Life
Acclaimed director Terrence Malick
(Badlands, Days of Heaven, The Thin
Red Line, The Tree of Life) returns with
this biopic about Austrian Franz Jäger-
stätter, a conscientious objector who re-
fused to fight for the Nazis in World War
II—and was eventually declared a martyr
and beatified by the Catholic Church. Re-
viewed in v29 i1. 173 minutes. PG-13.
(Century Rio, High Ridge)

Ip Man 4: The Finale
Martial arts star Donnie Yen returns to
the role of legendary Wing Chun instruc-
tor Ip Man in this final film in the popular
kung fu series. This time around, the
master is on his way to America where
his students have upset the local martial
arts community by opening a Wing
Chun school. Kwok-Kwan Chan returns
as Ip Man’s most famous student, a kid
named Bruce Lee. In Cantonese with
English subtitles. 105 minutes. Unrated.
(Century Rio)

Jumanji: The Next Level
Dwayne Johnson, Karen Gillan, Jack
Black and Kevin Hart are back as a group
of friends transported back into their
digital avatars in the magical video game
Jumanji. This time around, the game is
broken, and the quartet find themselves
fighting new adversities and navigating
different landscapes—from snowy
mountaintops to arid deserts. Awkwa-
fina, Nick Jonas and Danny DeVito are
among the new cast members for this
go-around. 123 minutes. PG-13. (Cen-
tury 14 Downtown, Century Rio, Flix
Brewhouse, Icon Cinemas Albuquerque,
Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albu-
querque 12, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Knives Out
Filmmaker Rian Johnson (Brick, Looper,
Stars Wars: Episode VIII—The Last Jedi)
takes Agatha Christie-style murder mys-
tery over the top and back again with
this giddy fun thriller. Seems that a
world-famous mystery writer (Christo-
pher Plummer) has been murdered at
his lavish country estate. Now it’s up to
a dapper, Southern-fried detective
(Daniel Craig) to figure out which of the
guy’s quirky relatives did him in. Chris
Evans? Jamie Lee Curtis? Michael Shan-
non? Don Johnson? Toni Collette? Re-
viewed in v28 i48. 130 minutes. PG-13.
(Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio,
High Ridge, Rio Rancho Premiere Cin-
ema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,
AMC Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Sta-
dium 16)

Little Women 
Indie writer-director Greta Gerwig’s
(Mistress America, Francis Ha, Lady
Bird) take on Little Women draws on the
classic novel and its author Louisa May
Alcott’s overarching body of work. In
Gerwig’s take, Alcott’s alter ego Jo
March (Saoirse Ronan) reflects on her
fictional life as her sisters Meg, Amy and
Beth independently determine the trajec-
tory of their own lives. Laura Dern,
Meryl Streep, Bob Odenkirk and Timo-
thée Chalamet are the impressive cast.
135 minutes. PG. (Century Rio, Century
14 Downtown, Flix Brewhouse, High
Ridge, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC
Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Maleficent: Mistress of Evil
Angelina Jolie returns as the living em-
bodiment of Disney’s evil queen from

Sleeping Beauty. This time around the
witchy (but misunderstood) fairy
queen’s goddaughter Aurora (Elle Fan-
ning, still a beauty but no longer sleep-
ing) is about to get married to a
handsome prince with an evil mother
(Michelle Pfeiffer). Reviewed in v28 i43.
118 minutes. PG. (Movies 8, Movies
West)

Parasite
The latest film from brilliant South Ko-
rean director Bong Joon-Ho (The Host,
Mother, Snowpiercer) is a pitch-black,
tragicomic thriller about a poor but lov-
ing family scraping by in a crowded
“semi-basement” apartment on a grubby
side street in Seoul. By chance, the fam-
ily’s intelligent son lands a job tutoring
an upper-class teenage girl who lives in
a massive modernist mansion. This sud-
den and vivid contrast in fortunes sets
up the film’s nasty, near-Gothic twists
and turns (none of which should be
spoiled). 131 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Richard Jewell
Clint Eastwood directs this biopic about
American security guard Richard Jewell,
who was briefly considered a suspect in
the 1996 Summer Olympic bombing in
Atlanta. The film documents Jewell’s
“trial by media,” which took a huge toll
on his personal and professional life—
before his eventual exoneration (and the
capture of the actual bomber). 129 min-
utes. R. (Century 14 Downtown, Century
Rio)

Spies in Disguise
Will Smith offers up his voice to this car-
toon about an international superspy
who gets turned into a pigeon. He’s a pi-
geon. But he’s still got to save the world.
That’s the situation. Will Smith is a pi-
geon. 102 minutes. PG. (Century Rio,
Century 14 Downtown, Flix Brewhouse,
Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Premiere Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16
IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque 12, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16)

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker
Director J.J. Abrams closes out this lat-
est Star Wars trilogy by setting up one
final battle between the forces of good
(embodied by Daisey Ridley’s Rey) and
the forces of evil (led by Adam Driver’s
Kylo Ren). Also, Lando Calrissian (Billy
Dee Williams) and Emperor Palpatine
(Ian McDiarmid) are back for old times’
sake. 141 minutes. PG-13. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, Flix Brew-
house, High Ridge, Icon Cinemas Albu-
querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC
Albuquerque 12, Cottonwood Stadium
16)

Uncut Gems
Safdie brothers Josh and Benny (Good
Time, Heaven Knows What) reaffirm
their anxiety-inducing cinematic
prowess with Uncut Gems. Charismatic
NYC jeweler Howard Ratner (Adam San-
dler) keeps on the lookout for the next
big score, making a series of high-stakes
bets that could lead to the windfall. The
resulting film is a precarious high-wire
act, as Howard tries to balance business,
family and encroaching adversaries on
all sides in relentless pursuit of the ulti-
mate win. 135 minutes. R. (Century 14
Downtown, Century Rio, High Ridge, Rio
Rancho Premiere Cinema, Winrock Sta-
dium 16 IMAX & RPX, AMC Albuquerque
12, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

STILL PLAYING
A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood
Beloved actor Tom Hanks takes on the
role of beloved kids’ TV show host Fred
Rogers in this gentle, feel-good biopic.
The story is based loosely on a 1998 Es-
quire cover story in which star writer
Tom Junod set out to pen a profile of Mr.
Rogers—only to discover that spending
time as an adult with the host would have
a profound healing effect on his troubled
psyche. Matthew Rhys (“The Americans”)
plays our (somewhat more fictionalized)
journalist, hounded by a gloomy disposi-
tion and daddy issues. Leave it to some
artful, back-and-forth questioning with
Mr. Rogers to heal those lingering child-
hood issues. 108 minutes. PG. (Century
Rio)

Bombshell
Margot Robbie, Charlize Theron and
Nicole Kidman star in this ripped-from-
the-headlines drama about a group of
women (Megyn Kelly and Gretchen Carl-
son among them) who decide to take on
Fox News head Roger Ailes (John Lith-
gow) and the sexist corporate atmos-
phere he promoted. 108 minutes. R.
(Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown,
Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cot-
tonwood Stadium 16)

Cats
The enduringly popular stage musical by
Andrew Lloyd Webber (and based on
some weird-ass cat poems by T.S. Eliot)
comes to life on the big screen. Idris
Elba, Ian McKellen, Rebel Wilson, Judi
Dench, Taylor Swift, James Corden, Jen-
nifer Hudson and Jason Derulo are
among the actors wearing CGI cat suits
and singing about “the Heavyside Layer.”
Trust me, it’s even weirder than it
sounds. (Century Rio, Winrock Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Darbar
Rajinikanth (in his 167th role), Nayanthara
and Sunil Shetty star in this action drama
about a cop who must hunt down a
dreaded gangster wanted for a string of
murders while pursuing his own secret
agenda. A.R. Murugadoss’ In Tamil with
English subtitles. 158 minutes. Unrated.
(Century Rio)

Dark Waters
In the fine tradition of Norma Rae, Erin
Brockovich and other muckraking corpo-
rate whistleblower sagas comes this true-
life legal thriller from director Todd
Haynes (Far From Heaven, Velvet Gold-
mine, Safe). Mark Ruffalo stars as a cor-
porate defense attorney who has a major
change of heart, taking on an environ-
mental lawsuit against DuPont for poi-
soning groundwater in rural West
Virginia. 126 minutes. PG-13. (Century
Rio)

Fantastic Fungi
Pioneering time-lapse photographer
Louie Schwarzberg helms this hagio-
graphic documentary about how mush-
rooms are the coolest thing on planet
Earth. Renowned scientists and amateur
mycologists testify about the unusual
properties of spores, molds and fungi—
and the ways in which they might just
save the planet. Reviewed in v28 i49. 81
minutes. Unrated. (Guild Cinema)

Ford v Ferrari
James Mangold (Walk the Line, Logan)
directs this historical biopic about the
time legendary American car designer

FILM | CAPSULES by Devin D. O’Leary



Dymer
Shelter
(Self-released)

Derivative strokes for
different folks: The brief
keyboard riff that begins
the first track of this
album, on a song called
“All This Time,” has a
treacly but not twee
vibration to it, as if

someone is pouring honey all over a
Rhodes electric piano’s upper range while
invoking Kid A or the ghost of Elliott Smith
as channeled through Earlimart. The
consequent vocalizations are all Jack
Johnson though, filled with the nuance of
unbounded introspection. The second
track, “Shelter,” has searching vocals while
track three works on minor/major key
resolutions as a tremulous voice tells a
“Morning” tale. The last tune on tape is the
best. “Start A Fire” sounds like something
Billy Joel might have written after he
penned “Captain Jack.” You get the idea.
Great for listening to while crying, relaxing
or trying to figure out exactly what
happened between 1979 and 2004.

Katarak Attack
Doom
(Self-released)

This is, practically
speaking, a single with
two A-sides, to use the
ancient terminology that
I learned from my Aunt
Joanne when she used
to drop the needle on
any number of Beatles’

45s. But enough with the comparisons—
even if the crunchy as funk opening riffs on
“Doom” remind me of the also ancient
rock form known as “groove metal,” a
sound most exemplified by White Zombie
on 1992’s La Sexorcisto. Ahem. I really
rocked out to this song, even if I don’t like
the drum mix, rim shots and all. It’s sly and
cunning with insouciant vocals and a
driving rhythm section, bruh. “Running Red
Into the Water” is a deep acoustic track
that swims like it’s drowning, full of fatigue
and foreboding but with droning peace just
seconds away. It’s all languid and, here,
the percussion choices—cymbals and
rumbling toms—provide excellent
accompaniment.

John King Cave
Emotion / Tread Light
(Self-released)

Warning: This
slowburning country-rock
EP will cause you to take
a deeper look at why life
on this Earth is so dang
complicated. With lush
production, including

properly mixed background vocals; real
attention to instrumental levels and things
like how reverb affects the mood of a song
and guitar licks that are plangent and pure
like something straight outta Muscle
Shoals, here’s your best chance to get
right with Bob during the long winter. The
lyrics on the second track, “Tread Light,”
are worth the price of admission alone, but
what surrounds them instrumentally,
melodically and harmonically, are all
glimmering and shimmering too. The
closing track is a classic of the genre, I
think. Turn up the Eagles, the neighbors
are listening! a
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Make Gigs, Not War

Launchpad (618 Central Ave. SW), features
noted Albuquerque indie rock duo, The
Talking Hours (Karie and Maurico Paez), as
well as the brutally metallic musical
constructions of Darken the Day—with
Drew “Drucifer” Lucero and Tony Tencza
on dreamy/screamy lead vocals—as well as
the loud and lascivious punk rock soundings
created by Illum, Distances and Departer.
Who could ask for more in the face of all the
chaos coming down the pike? Rock out
while you can, kids! 9pm • $5 • 21+.

Tuesday
Sister (407 Central Ave. NW) sure the heck
knows how to get that good old wintertime
circulation going full speed. They are
offering a concert by Deep Ellum
psychobilly legend the Reverend Horton
Heat on Tuesday, Jan. 14. This band knows
how to swing. Jim Heath and company have
been making the scene in The Duke City
just about every year there has been a
Downtown scene in this dusty desert
outpost—why we remember gigs they did
back at the Golden West, for crissakes—and
this year’s gig should prove to be grand,
gracious and goldarn loud too. If you’re
lucky, maybe the band will get down to the
sounds of classic tuneage like “Psychobilly
Freakout” or “I Can’t Surf.” You’ll never
know unless you show up! 8pm • $10 • 21+

Wednesday
Black Flag. They were one of the first
hardcore punk bands in the USA and
started up in Hermosa Beach, a steadfastly
suburban and very bougie beach paradise
on the Western tip of Los Angeles County.
Once upon a time, Henry Rollins was their
lead singer. Guitiarist Greg Ginn has been
with the band since its inception, providing
much of the creative energy needed to steer
this version of punk rock away from the
rocks of corporate condescension for the
past 45 years. What else can one say about a
band that’s influenced everyone from King
Buzzo to Mastodon? If you still haven’t
experienced what life under a black flag is
like, they we highly suggest you make this
show. It’s at Sister (407 Central Ave. NW)
on Wednesday, Jan. 15. You might just dig
the vacant and vicious vestiges of another
age, as captured in songs like “Beat My
Head Against the Wall” and “You’re Not
Evil,” we sure did at the impressionable age
of 21. 8pm • $20 to $25 • 21+. a

“What do you mean, you’re going
to keep going to shows every
blessed night, even if we may

be possibly at war with Iran,” I asked
August March, as I sat in his troca waiting
for the pictures he took at last week’s anti-
war protest to develop.

“Mark my words, sonny,” he said,
“between the Juggalos, the hippies and the
rest of the noble personages responsible
for civic dissent, we’ll have this crisis licked
in no time.”

With that he dropped the needle on a
record by Edwin Starr called “War.” As the
old rock critic began dancing around the
room, the lyrics reverberated through
downtown Burque (he did have an Alpine
system, after all):

“... It ain’t nothing but a heart breaker/
War, it’s got one friend that’s the
undertaker/ Oh, war, has shattered many a
young mans’ dreams/ Made him disabled,
bitter and mean/ Life is much too short and
precious/ To spend fighting wars these days/
War can’t give life/ It can only take it away/
Oh, war, huh, good god why y’all?/ What is it
good for/ Absolutely nothing, say it again...”

After he told me that it was Edwin Starr
singing in the ’60s about all that, we both
dug into the internet and looked for a few
choice shows to peaceably attend in the
coming week.

Friday
Concepto Tambor has been making music
en El Duque—and the wide world, for that
matter— for well over ten years. In fact,
according to sources at Weekly Alibi, this
troupe of fine players even took the trip to
Long Beach, Califas about 11 years ago.
The heady local Latinx ensemble returned
to their roots in 2016. and have a sound
that audaciously mixes Afro-Latin and
Brazilian grooves with hip-hop and
rocanrol until it’s a frothy, danceable
delight, performs at Launchpad (618
Central Ave. SW) on Friday, Jan. 10. They’ll
be joined onstage by jazz fusion experts Sol
de la Noche, local Latinx rockers El Super
and Mr. MRVL. 9pm • $10 • 21+.

Saturday
Are you ready to rock, Albuquerque?
Although we pretty much know the answer
to that age-old question, here’s a show that’s
bound to keep you all bouncing off the walls
and digging the infinite pleasures to be
obtained when you mix an electric guitar
and a throbbing rhythm section with a cold
winter night in the Burkes. This
headbangers’ ball on Saturday, Jan. 11 at

SONIC REDUCER
BY AUGUST MARCH

MUSIC | SHOW UP! by August March

Concepto Tambor COURTESY OF THE ARTIST



as it is with slyly unexpected bridges and
hooks that kill quicker than anything
since Steely Dan’s Walter Becker layed his
hands—and his chops—on the funk itself.

Then there’s the history. Hinds grew
up in Peralta, N.M. One of her neighbors
was this cat called Bo Diddley. That’s
right. As a youngster Hinds got to meet
and work with one of the ascended
masters. Through Mr. Diddley, Hinds
learned to play the tambourine, got
introduced to the rock and roll road show
and even met folks like Chuck Berry and
Keith Richards.

And as one might expect, the new
work is impeccable. We’ve been listening
to the EP for days now, trying to get a
complete understanding of a brief work
that is filled to the brim with quirk,
nuance and damn fine tuneage.

After all that learning and listening,
Weekly Alibi decided to give Kristy a call to
find out more about her music, her life and
her ability to create and perform knowing,
no-nonsense pop-jazz with a kick.

Hinds was busy plotting her conquest
of the local music scene when we caught
up with her between gigs. Here is some of
what she told us.

Weekly Alibi: Hi, Kristy! It’s August
March from Weekly Alibi. How are you?
Kristy Hinds: I’m fine. How about you?

I’m doing really well. I called to talk to
you about your music. Do you have a
few minutes?
Yep, let’s do it!

Excellent. I have so many questions to
ask. I don’t even know where to begin.
How about we start with where you are
at right now? 
Well, when people ask me, I usually have
to start in the past. I did a lot of music in
Portland, Ore. and put out a CD while I
lived there. But then I went on hiatus and
raised my daughter. I came back here and
I don’t know, I just picked it up again.
Something in me woke up and I started
writing and recording again. I picked up
where I had left off, before. I don’t know
where these new songs came from. Artists
never know that.

I hear you. I constantly tell people that I
don’t know where it comes from, the
work. It just sort of comes out of me
and there it is.
Exactly. It’s very meditative.

Let’s talk about “Miss Morocco,” a song
on your new EP. It’s got this fine Latin
groove to it, but it also has piquant jazz
turns that pop up at the end of bridges
and serve as a sort of groovy
counterpoint to the melody. Stuff like
that makes for a very compelling listen.
How did that happen?
Well, I guess that something that is key to

guess I just burned out. I was ready to
try something else for a while. Now I
feel like I have a lot of songs to write. I
can’t wait to do that.

Why did you decide to return to New
Mexico to resume your music-making?
I guess I knew it was time. I had been
going to the jam sessions at Ben Michael’s
[Cafe] for about a year. I picked out all
the players I wanted to work with and
asked some of these guys—who ended up
playing on the record—where they
record. I just kept my ears open. I knew I
needed a certain level of bandmates to
pull off what I was aiming for.

And now the resulting EP drops on
Monday, Jan. 6. What’s next?
I am planning a CD release party. I’m
trying to get all those details together. I’m
going to look for likely venues and am
hoping that the festival scene this
summer provides some opportunities as
well. I’ve been doing singer-songwriter
gigs around town but my intention is to
get some of the players on the album to
do the CD release as well.

I heard you knocked it out of the park
the other night at Thirsty Eye Brewing
Company.
It was a great gig. There are so many
venues here. I was very impressed by the
local craft brewery scene when I was
looking around for places to play.

The scene is very eclectic now because
of joints like that. Burqueños want to
hear jazz and Latinx music. And they’re
coming out to brew pubs for those kind
of sounds!
Yeah, it’s like the sky’s the limit now. The
music industry has been totally revamped.
People are really hungry for “authentic,” I
think. A lot of the old labels and
categories are falling away. That all
benefits me greatly.

Besides Steely Dan, what you’re doing
reminds me a bit of Joni Mitchell during
her straight-up jazz period, like The
Hissing of Summer Lawns, you know,
playful complexity and all that?
Thanks. I dig that album.

If you had to explain what you do to
someone who had a limited knowledge
of jazz or the West Coast jazz or even
the post-collegiate East Coast
ramblings of Fagen and Becker, what
would you tell them?
I guess I would say it’s music from the
people of Earth, music from one tiny pint
on Earth. It’s a broadcast from a lone
woman and if it reaches your ears, then I
am glad. a

these three songs—two of them, “Miss
Morocco” and “Burn or Drown”—was that
they were written on ukulele. That is a
great instrument because it limits your
palette. You’re working with three or four
notes. It was a bit of a challenge to keep
true to that song while bringing in all
these other instruments. I think my
sensibilities are always leaning towards
jazz. I think that using the ukulele sort of
restricted me, and yet couldn’t restrict
me. I was reaching for the notes I always
like to use on the guitar, because that’s my
main instrument.

Throughout “Miss Morocco,” the
ukulele plays a sharp role, informing not
only the melody but also the lyrical
narrative of the song, which is basically
a tale of beatnik glory. Discuss.
Interestingly, I hadn’t written about a
character before. I think it’s just a
maturity thing in songwriting. It’s not all
about me all of the time, anymore. I was
just channeling this woman and what
might go on in her mind. It’s a feminine
take about something that Steely Dan
might write about.

It’s a very American tale about triumph
and despair. It’s something that comes
up in pop culture and they happened to
be very good at handling those sorts of
narratives through the medium of
loungy and articulate jazz rock, que no?
That’s true.

And yours is a great follow-through.
Does that sense of informed but cynical
creative accomplishment have anything
to do with the fact that you met and
worked with Bo Diddley when you were
young and lived in Peralta?
I know. It’s bizarre. It’s not really a blip
because it really set me on a path. But I
was only 9 or 10. I just happened to meet
his family through my grandmother. We
were all horseback-riding buddies. We
started out that way. They had this band.
I had no clue about any of it. I mean, I
think I had taken some guitar lessons by
then, but this was very different. They put
a tambourine in my hand and we were the
Diddley Darlings. We played, like, the
honor farm in Los Lunas. I think we even
played the Civic Auditorium. We’d open
for Bo Diddley.

No way! The Civic Auditorium? So
you’re totally OG Burque!
Well, kind of. I left for a long time.

Tell me about that.
I went to the Dick Grove School of Music
in LA for a year. Then I lived in the
Northwest for almost 15 years. I
released a CD, toured around and had
a band, all that stuff. I don’t know, I

Smooth Style of Syncopation
Kristy Hinds and her Strange Religion

K
risty Hinds sent Weekly Alibi an
email. She sent that email to the
music editor, August March. The

electronic missive detailed her career as a
musician who came up in New Mexico
among some of the state’s most
interesting and important musicians, her
trip and success away from here on the
Left Coast, as well as her recent return to
the state to make some of the most richly
complex and dreamily danceable Latinx-
infused jazz-pop to ever come out of The
Land of Enchantment.

Hinds’ new EP, Strange Religion,
dropped on Jan. 6. Featuring regional
jazz masters Claudio Toulousse on guitar,
Robert Muller on keys, Samantha Harris
on electric bass, Colin Deuble on double
bass, Arnaldo Acosta on drums and
percussion and Michelle Kernen on
background vocals—while Hinds handles
lead vocals, ukulele and percussion with
focused aplomb and more than just a
little jazzy dissonance—the album was
recorded at Third Eye Studios by Dave
McRae.

Listeners can expect informed yet
playful instrumentalism with a deep
groove and a Latinx sensibility that comes
from Hinds’ years of work down South
with Chilean percussionist Luis Opazo.
They can also expect witty songwriting,
filled as much with memorable characters
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Legalization is so close I can taste it,
dear reader—it’s sweet, despite the
notes of aged frustration. As we

pointed out recently, nearly three-quarters
of New Mexicans are in favor of legalizing
recreational cannabis in their own
communities, and it finally looks like they’ll
have a chance of seeing their dreams come
true. Last week, state Rep. Javier Martinez,
of Albuquerque, told reporters that he plans
to pre-file a bill to legalize recreational
marijuana for adult users over 21.

According to KRQE, Martinez, a
member of Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham’s
cannabis working group, plans to follow
recommendations laid out by the group
earlier this year. Those recommendations
include regulating a private marijuana
market in a similar manner to the already
existing alcohol market, requiring clear
labeling on cannabis-infused products,
investing in law enforcement
programs, barring communities from
opting out of legal cannabis sales,
creating social equity programs,
maintaining a “robust” medical
program and allowing counties and
municipalities to enact their own
zoning and licensing regulations.

Martinez said sales tax would be
eliminated on all medical cannabis
products to protect the program. He also
said subsidies would be created for low-
income patients. Considering that the only
people who seem to be against legalizing
marijuana in New Mexico are medical
cannabis lobby groups, it might be the
surest method of getting the bill passed.

This year’s legislative session begins Jan.
21.

New Coke?
Coca-Cola has once again denied rumors
that it plans to produce a CBD-infused soft
drink after a viral video stirred the public’s
imagination.

The rumors started after a YouTuber
called Gabor the Blind Guy posted a since-
deleted video featuring what he claimed was
a prototype child-proof can of Coca-Cola
designed for a future CBD-infused product.
In the video, Gabor said the can he’s testing
contains regular Coca-Cola but is outfitted
with a special plastic cap to prevent children
from opening it.

“My dad is a head engineer for a
company that produces bottling and
capping machines for many major
pharmaceutical and food companies,”
Gabor said in the clip. “Recently, he was
approached by Coca-Cola in Canada to
design and build a machine that puts a
child-proof cap on cans of Coca-Cola … In
Canada, Coca-Cola is coming out with a
new line of Coca-Cola that contains CBD
extracts.”
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practical approaches to marijuana.”
According to CNN, players who test

positive for one of the “drugs of abuse”
will be prescribed a treatment plan by a
treatment board of medical professionals.
Those who refuse an evaluation or don’t
cooperate with the treatment board will be
subject to discipline. MLB said
“marijuana-related conduct” will be
treated in the same manner as “alcohol-
related conduct.”

MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred told
reporters that the oxycodone-related
death of 27-year-old Los Angeles Angels’
pitcher Tyler Skaggs in July was a
motivating factor in the policy change.

While taking part in a radio interview
on 105.3 The Fan in Dallas, Texas, Jerry

Jones, owner of football team the
Dallas Cowboys, said he expects the

National Football League (NFL) to
adjust its drug policy in a similar
fashion following the MLB
move.

Change of Heart
New research has found that

regular cannabis use can cause
dangerous changes in the

structure of the heart.
A study published last month in

the journal JACC: Cardiovascular
Imaging, “Association Between

Recreational Cannabis Use and Cardiac
Structure and Function,” found that
frequent marijuana users in the United
Kingdom had larger left ventricles and
showed early signs of impaired heart
function when compared to those who only
rarely used cannabis or never used at all.
The participants were evaluated with the
use of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)
tests, which captured detailed images of
their hearts.

The authors conceded that there were
problems with the paper, including a
mostly white study population, the use of
self-reported marijuana consumption data
and the small sampling of regular
cannabis users. Only 47 of the 3,407 study
participants reported regularly using
cannabis. Lead author and Queen Mary
University of London researcher
Mohammed Khanji also noted that the
study was based on early findings and the
changes that were detected were subtle. He
says the need for further study has been
highlighted, however.

“We urgently need systematic research
to identify the long-term implications of
regular consumption of cannabis on the
heart and blood vessels,” Khanji says.
“This would allow health professionals and
policymakers to improve advice to patients
and the wider public.” a

In an emailed statement to Bloomberg,
Coca-Cola said, “These rumors are untrue.
As we have stated many times, we have no
plans to enter the CBD market.” Of
course, it doesn’t help that in 2018, the
company told reporters it was eyeballing
the CBD drink market.

Playing Hardball
Last month, Major League Baseball made
the startling announcement that it was
removing marijuana from the list of “drugs
of abuse.” That means players will finally
be able to benefit from using medicinal
cannabis and CBD without fear of losing
their jobs.

According to a statement from MLB
and the players union, removing the ban
on cannabis is only one of the major
changes made to the organization’s drug
policy. As of spring training, players will
now be tested for opioids, fentanyl,
cocaine and synthetic THC along with the
other “drugs of abuse.” Under the new
policy, players will also be required to
attend educational programs on “the
dangers of opioid pain medication and

Nightmare Cookies 
at Minerva Canna

On a beautifully sunny but brisk
winter day, I decided to take a stroll
along the Bosque with my crazy mutt of
a dog. After a short riverside amble, I
stopped by Minerva Canna (7103 Fourth
Street NW, Bldg. M) in Los Ranchos to
see what they had available. I told them
my preferences and what I was curious
about and they suggested a sativa-
dominant strain that was deviously
named Nightmare Cookies (THC:
18.70%, CBD: 0.60%—$9/gram).

This was a scrumptious-looking
strain that had very round and colorful
nuggets. There was a fine array of color
from light to dark green, and I even
noticed hints of a deep purple lurking
beneath the emerald carpet. The
entirety of the plant was covered in fine
sugary crystals and lots of large clumps
of fiery orange hairs. Needless to say, I
was quite intrigued and tempted by this
particular specimen.

When I finally got home, I quickly
poured out the globular flowers onto my
table. I detected tangy and citrusy
scents that were not indicative of an
herb at all. The bulbous lumps of
marijuana looked so delectable that I
just wanted to pop them in my mouth
like candies. The buds were very dense
and tight—seemingly impervious to the
crushing weight of my fingers. But after
grinding the condensed little nuggets
into a finer powder, I was ready to
proceed.

After sparking Nightmare Cookies, I
was surprised by how the citrusy smells
belied a more savory, soupy and
seasoned taste. Some of the hits I
experienced were slightly harsh but
slowly softened, leading to diesel,
chemical and stale mothball notes.

I was caught off-guard by how
different the smells and tastes were in
this particular strand. I was also
surprised by how I felt a sudden jolt that
was somehow buzzingly awakening but
mind-foggingly distracting. I
experienced some visual and mental
stimulation along with a light sensation
of body frothiness that felt very
soothing and lulled me into a sense of
content diversion and amusement. I
noticed that my appetite for munchies
and all manner of foods was heightened
and that my eyes were searingly red, so
there’s no hiding the stoner behavior on
this one.

I found that Nightmare Cookies
would be good for those who suffer
from depression, nausea or pain. The
amusing and soothing sensations you
experience are certainly uplifting, and I
noticed that a slight headache and
stomach twinge I’d had subsided after
smoking this strain. Don’t let the
ghoulish name trick you, Nightmare
Cookies is an enjoyable and charming
strain to indulge in. a

STRAIN CORNER
BY EDWARD BARRETT

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS by Joshua Lee

Start Your Engines
Legalization bill to be pre-filed
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Building the Cannatopia
Creating our future for the cannabis and hemp industry.

SAVE THE DATE

April 4th
Santa Fe Community Convention Center

Early bird pricing on

booth reservations now available

until Feb 1st!

TALK TO A FRIENDLY REP AT

(505) 346-0660

ADVERTISING@ALIBI.COM
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Sign up for our new newsletter at alibi.com
For more information, or to advertise, email

advertising@alibi.com

Your source for cannabis news, 

events and opinion viewed 

through a distinctly

New Mexican lens.

Your source for cannabis news, 

events and opinion viewed 

through a distinctly

New Mexican lens.

Sex in the Burque
Ask a drag queen your burning questions in

Alibi’s exclusive advice column

Dear Chastity,
I need help. My man tells me he

wants to be romanced. He doesn’t like
being treated like “a piece of meat.”
What does that look like for a man?

Sincerely,
Lost in a Man’s World

Dear Lost in a Man’s World,
While we all like to be treated like a

piece of meat sometimes, I do
understand your partner’s concern.
Romance means something different to
each of us. For me, romance is
recognizing our partner’s eccentricities
and finding them adorable. Whoever
dates me, for instance, needs to know
that I am always the star of the show and
always demand attention, and they have
to love it. For others, romance could
mean knowing that someone sees us for
who we are and acknowledges that with
genuine interest and understanding.

What interests does your partner
have? Think about what they like and
cater your romancing that way. For
instance, does your man like NASCAR?
Take him to a drag race (different kind of
drag race, my dears). Does he like guns?
Take him to an NRA rally. In all
seriousness, we all just want to know that
someone is thinking about us and cares.
No matter our gender, kindness is sexy. 

If you really want to know what
romance means to your partner, you
need to communicate with them and ask
them. For some, it is a home-cooked
meal. For some, it is a night on the town.
For others, it is a sexy striptease involving
exotic fruit. Whatever it is, the most
romantic thing we can do is listen to our
partner. Hope this helps, my lovely.

Chastity,
What is the hardest part about being

drag?
—Curious Observer

Dear Curious Observer,
First, let me point out that we all do

drag for different reasons. Some of us
have a desire to entertain and dress up.
Some want to express different sides of
themselves that they don’t feel
comfortable doing in their everyday life.
I find the term drag to be misleading. It
is not a drag at all. It lifts me up.

In answer to your question, nothing is
hard about drag. Those parts are tucked.

Hi Chastity, 
Why do I feel so guilty after ending a

relationship, even though I knew it was
doomed anyway?

—Hopeless in Burque 

Dear Hopeless in Burque, 
The answer is simple. We have been

told our whole lives that things that are
good are hard to come by. Don’t get me
wrong: I like things good and hard, but
our relationships don’t have to be. There
is no shame in ending something if it is
not going to work for you. The pain
comes when you stretch it out and try to
make it work. Yes, I know relationships
take work; but is all your work going to
result in a raise or are you doomed to
stay in the same position? You can’t jam a
square peg into a round hole. Be grateful
you got out when you did and move on
with hope to your next relationship.
Happy hunting.  a

Send your burning questions to
Chastity@alibi.com

ASK A DRAG QUEEN | by Chastity Beltoff

PHOTO BY VAL HOLLINGSWORTH



ARIES (March 21-April 19): When comedian
John Cleese was 61, his mother died. She was
101. Cleese testifies, “Just towards the end, as
she began to run out of energy, she did actually
stop trying to tell me what to do most of the
time.” I bet you’ll experience a similar
phenomenon in 2020—only bigger and better.
Fewer people will try to tell you what to do than
at any previous time of your life. As a result,
you’ll be freer to be yourself exactly as you want
to be. You’ll have unprecedented power to
express your uniqueness.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Renowned Taurus
philosopher Bertrand Russell was sent to jail in
1918 because of his pacifism and anti-war
activism. He liked being there. “I found prison
in many ways quite agreeable,” he said. “I had
no engagements, no difficult decisions to make,
no fear of callers, no interruptions to my work. I
read enormously; I wrote a book.” The book he
produced, Introduction to Mathematical Philosophy,
is today regarded as a classic. In 2020, I would
love to see you Tauruses cave out an equally
luxurious sabbatical without having to go
through the inconvenience of being
incarcerated. I’m confident you can do this.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): It’s common to feel
attracted to people because of the way they look
and dress and carry themselves. But here’s the
problem: If you pursue an actual connection
with someone whose appearance you like,
there’s no guarantee it will turn out to be
interesting and meaningful. That’s because the
most important factor in becoming close to
someone is not their cute face or body or style,
but rather their ability to converse with you in
ways you find interesting. And that’s a relatively
rare phenomenon. As philosopher Mortimer
Adler observed, “Love without conversation is
impossible.” I bring these thoughts to your
attention, Gemini, because I believe that in
2020 you could have some of the best
conversations you’ve ever had—and as a result
experience the richest intimacy.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Mystic poet Rumi
told us the kind of person he was attracted to. “I
want a trouble-maker for a lover,” he wrote.
“Blood spiller, blood drinker, a heart of flame,
who quarrels with the sky and fights with fate,
who burns like fire on the rushing sea.” In
response to that testimony, I say, “Boo! Ugh!
Yuck!” I say “To hell with being in an intimate
relationship with a trouble-maker who fights
with fate and quarrels with the sky.” I can’t
imagine any bond that would be more
unpleasant and serve me worse. What about
you, Cancerian? Do you find Rumi’s definition
glamorous and romantic? I hope not. If you do,
I advise you to consider changing your mind.
2020 will be an excellent time to be precise in
articulating the kinds of alliances that are
healthy for you. They shouldn’t resemble
Rumi’s description. (Rumi translation by Zara
Houshmand.)

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The 18th-century
comic novel Tristram Shandy is still being
translated, adapted, and published today. Its
popularity persists. Likewise, the 18th-century
novel Moll Flanders, which features a rowdy,
eccentric heroine who was unusual for her era,
has had modern incarnations in TV, film, and
radio. Then there’s the 19th-century satirical
novel Vanity Fair. It’s considered a classic even
now, and appears on lists of best-loved books.
The authors of these three books had one thing
in common: They had to pay to have their
books published. No authority in the book
business had any faith in them. You may have
similar challenges in 2020, Leo—and rise to the
occasion with equally good results. Believe in
yourself!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): I’ll present two
possible scenarios that could unfold for you in
2020. Which scenario actually occurs will depend
on how willing you are to transform yourself.
Scenario #1. Love is awake, and you’re asleep.
Love is ready for you but you’re not ready for
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love. Love is hard to recognize because you think
it still looks like it did in the past. Love changed
its name, and you didn’t notice. Scenario #2.
Love is awake and you’re waking up. Love is
ready for you and you’re making yourself ready
for love. Love is older and wiser now, and you
recognize its new guise. Love changed its name,
and you found out. (Thanks to Sarah and Phil
Kaye for the inspiration for this horoscope.)

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Renowned Greek
sculptor Praxiteles created some famous and
beloved statues in the fourth century B.C. One
of his pieces, showing the gods Hermes and
Dionysus, was displayed inside the Temple of
Hera in Olympia. But a few centuries later an
earthquake demolished the Temple and buried
the statue. There it remained until 1877, when
archaeologists dug it out of the rubble. I foresee
a metaphorically equivalent recovery in your life,
Libra—especially if you’re willing to excavate an
old mess or investigate a debris field or explore
a faded ruin.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Over a period of
74 years, the Scorpio philosopher and author
Voltaire (1694–1778) wrote so many letters to so
many people that they were eventually published
in a series of 98 books, plus nine additional
volumes of appendixes and indexes. I would
love to see you communicate that abundantly
and meticulously in 2020, Scorpio. The cosmic
rhythms will tend to bring you good fortune if
you do.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Picasso was
one of the most influential artists of the 20th
century. He was also the richest. At the end of
his life, experts estimate his worth was as much
as $250 million, equivalent to $1.3 billion today.
But in his earlier adulthood, while Picasso was
turning himself into a genius and creating his
early masterpieces, he lived and worked in a
small, seedy, unheated room with no running
water and a toilet he shared with twenty people.
If there will be ever in your life be a semblance
of Picasso’s financial transformation, Sagittarius,
I’m guessing it would begin this year.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Let’s get 2020
started with a proper send-off. According to my
reading of the astrological omens, the coming
months will bring you opportunities to achieve a
host of liberations. Among the things from
which you could be at least partially
emancipated: stale old suffering; shrunken
expectations; people who don’t appreciate you
for who you really are; and beliefs and theories
that don’t serve you any more. (There may be
others!) Here’s an inspirational maxim, courtesy
of poet Mary Oliver: “Said the river: imagine
everything you can imagine, then keep on
going.”

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): In a poem titled
“The Mess-iah,” spiritual teacher Jeff Foster
counsels us, “Fall in love with the mess of your
life . . . the wild, uncontrollable, unplanned,
unexpected moments of existence. Dignify the
mess with your loving attention, your gratitude.
Because if you love the mess enough, you will
become a Mess-iah.” I bring this to your
attention, Aquarius, because I suspect you’ll have
a better chance to ascend to the role of Mess-iah
in the coming weeks and months than you have
had in many years.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Comedian John
Cleese believes that “sometimes we hang onto
people or relationships long after they’ve ceased
to be of any use to either of you.” That’s why he
has chosen to live in such a way that his web of
alliances is constantly evolving. “I’m always
meeting new people,” he says, “and my list of
friends seems to change quite a bit.” According
to my analysis of the astrological omens, Pisces,
2020 will be a propitious year for you to
experiment with Cleese’s approach. You’ll have
the chance to meet a greater number of
interesting new people in the coming months
than you have in a long time. (And don’t be
afraid to phase out connections that have
become a drain.) a

  FREEWILL ASTROLOGY | Horoscopes by Rob Brezsny

HOMEWORK: FIGURE OUT HOW YOU MIGHT TRANSFORM YOURSELF IN ORDER FOR THE WORLD TO GIVE YOU WHAT YOU YEARN FOR. FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or (900) 950-7700.
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General Services

Legal Services

START BANKRUTPCY
FOR $0.
Lawyer Advertisement.
Stop Wage
Garnishment |
Eliminate Your Debts |
100% Free
Consultation – Hurry
|McCookLawFirm.com
| (505) 600-2550

Home Services

HORNS
PARANORMAL HAS
OVER
30 years experience.
If you have
questions, we will
find answers. No
cost. Serious

inquiries only please.
(505) 985-9708
hornsparanormal
@gmail.com

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING
DIABETIC TEST 

STRIPS FOR $CASH$
& FREE PICK-UP!
Highest CASH Prices
Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips
And FREE Pick-UP!
Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) &
Make Money Too!
Call: 505-203-6806

Act, the Unfair
Practices Act and
Torts (“the
Complaint”) seeking
monetary damages
against the
Defendant Oscar
Leroy Kinney a/k/a
Oscar “Christian”
Kinney. The Court
has issued it
Summons to Oscar
Leroy Kinney a/k/a
Oscar “Christian”
Kinney. A response
to the Complaint
must be filed with
the Court on or
before 30 days after
publication of this
notice or a default
judgment may be
entered against the
Defendant Oscar
Leroy Kinney a/k/a
Oscar “Christian”
Kinney. 

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com

classifieds@alibi.com 
(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

HOUSE CLEANER
NEEDED $750
WEEKLY. 
Working Days:
5days. Time
Schedule: 8AM -

2PM. Apply
Email:jameskelvin58
@outlook.com .

Apartments for Rent

LOW RATES!
BRAND NEW Fully
Furnished Studio
Apartments – no
credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

NEWLY
RENOVATED
NEWLY
RENOVATED,
furnished studios.
Laundry Onsite.
Cable & Utilities
INCLUDED. Call
now: 505-226-6932

LOW RATES!
LOW RATES! Fully
furnished studios.
FREE utilities. NO
CREDIT CHECK. Call
now & move in
today: 505-225-1216

FRESQUEZ
COMPANIES
Join our team at
Albuquerque
Sunport! Many
positions to choose

from! Apply at
www.fresquezcompa
nies.com then call
505.842.4292 to
schedule an
interview. 

Notices

Name Changes

LEGAL NOTICE 
In the Thirteenth
Judicial District Court
of Sandoval County,
case no. D1329-CV-
2019-1457, State of
New Mexico.
NOTICE TO: Oscar
Leroy Kinney a/k/a
Oscar “Christian”
Kinney, Defendant.
Plaintiff Joe Miceli,
by and through his
attorney Sid
Childress, 1925
Aspen Dr. #600A,
Santa Fe, NM 87505,
505-433-9823, has
filed his Complaint
for violations of the
Telephone
Consumer Protection

NFL EAGLES FAN
Beautiful Eagle’s Fan,

I saw you at the Smith’s on Carlisle. You were

wearing a green Home Eagle’s Bennie. We had

just beat the cowboys and had a good

conversation about it. I got cold feet and wouldn’t

ask for your number despite my best friends very

good advice. I am a Man seeking a Beautiful

Woman and also in need of a Friend to laugh

when poking fun of cowboy’s fans. 

Fly Birds Fly,

- Other Die Hard Eagles Fan.

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Smith’s on Carlisle and Constitution

on 12/22/2019.

LOW RATES!
BRAND NEW Fully
Furnished Studio
Apartments – no
credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

Body & Soul
Wellness

MASSAGE 
Young college
student with a nice
clean studio near the
university offering
therapeutic massage
9am until 6pm
(505)295-9458
Monday-Saturday
lic# 9993

Licensed
Massage

w
TANTRA
MASSAGE &

TEACHING
Give yourself the
powerful, beautiful
gift of Tantra
massage and
teaching. I am a
Certified Tantra

Educator,
Professional
Massage Therapist
Lic#2788, Life Coach
and Reiki Healer.
Namaste, Julianne
Parkinson 505 920
3083

HEAL & RELAX 
Treat yourself to
powerful healing,

deep relaxation in a
beautiful
environment. 25
years experience.
$60 Katrina
LMT#6855 (505)506-
4016
innovative.massaget
herapy.com Gift
Certificates

IN LINE AT THE BANK.
We talked about the election. Would love to talk

again. Coffee.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where:  on 1/2/2020. 

FOR A PENNY
You were in front of me in check out at the dollar

tree by fourth and Menaul. You thanked me and we

both smiled. You have a great smile. Ran into you

again in the parking lot. You were in a green-ish

Mazda and me in a dark gray Toyota. Saw you at

third time as I was in the parking lot turning towards

the UPS store and you were pulling out towards

fourth Street. Three meetings in a few minutes.

Maybe it means we should meet for coffee, tea,

water etc. and talk?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Dollar Tree by 4th and Menaul on

12/28/2019.

12/11 WALMART NEIGHBORHOOD

MARKET MONTGOMERY

Wednesday 12/11 around 5 I saw you at the WM

Market near the pharmacy. You had a black

beanie, black jacket and long wavy auburn hair.

You were eating something like a twizzler at

self check out. I’m blonde and was also

wearing a black jacket. I almost stopped after

we smiled at each other, but had to run. You

seem cool and I just moved from out of state. If

you’re free, let’s talk sometime.

I am a Woman. I saw a Woman.

Where: Walmart Neighborhood Market

Montgomery/Juan Tabo on 12/11/2019.
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Across

1 Spill it

5 Catchphrase from Barbara
Walters heard a lot recently

15 Ceremonial observance

16 RZA’s group

17 During

18 Nearly done with the
return trip

19 Uninterrupted sequences

21 Russian ruler of the 1800s

22 Messy Halloween prank

23 Former Rocket Ming

25 Paper promises

28 2014 drama with David
Oyelowo and Common

29 Company whose founder
recently left its board

30 “Watch somewhere else”
letters

31 “I feel ___”

32 Like mortals?

33 Go fast

34 Protein for some sushi
rolls

36 Communication where K
and V differ only by a thumb

38 “Silent All These Years”
singer Tori

42 Thomas who drew Santa
Claus

44 Knock down ___

48 Unvaried

49 Sucker

50 Kind of base or reserve

52 Ukraine capital, locally

53 He presided over the O.J.
trial

54 At the location

55 “Open 24 hours” sign
material

57 Turns used materials into
something better

59 Missing comment?

62 Garment edges

63 Skincare company with a
Hydro Boost line

64 Affirmative votes

65 First-person action-
adventure game with a
“Death of the Outsider”
sequel

66 He worked with Branford
Marsalis

Down

1 Prepares (for impact)

2 French city known for its
porcelain

3 Feeling all excited

4 Occasion for storytelling

5 Nashville sound

6 “Pen15” streaming service

7 “Possibly”

8 ___ Tome and Principe
(African island nation)

9 Available for purchase

10 Some P.D. officers

11 Rapper with the Grammy-
nominated album “Based on

a T.R.U. Story”

12 Medium-dry Spanish
sherry

13 Bad hour for a car alarm to
go off

14 “We Are Number ___”
(song meme from
“LazyTown”)

20 Far from meaningful

24 Use a SodaStream on, say

26 Area 51 sighting

27 Letters in some personal
ads

29 Mark often used for
metal?

35 Concluding with

37 2019 Max Porter novel
about a whimsical boy

38 Part of AMA

39 Johnson’s predecessor

40 Menacing

41 Important interval in jazz
music

43 Old Faithful, e.g.

45 Easter-related

46 Glare

47 Sentries at entries

51 Not as much

54 Pack of hot dog buns,
often

56 Oaxacan “other”

58 Cone dropper

59 AFC South team, on
scoreboards

60 Opus ___ (“The Da Vinci
Code” group)

61 I, to Claudius

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“Free For the Decade”—ringing it in!
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