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Email letters, including author’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number to letters@alibi.com.
Letters can also be mailed to P.O. Box 81, Albuquerque, N.M., 87103. Letters—including comments posted
on alibi.com—may be published in any medium and edited for length and clarity; owing to the volume
of correspondence, we regrettably can’t respond to every letter.

[4] WEEKLY ALIBI FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 4, 2020

alibi

Association of

Alternative

Newsmedia

VOLUME 29  |  ISSUE 09  |  FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 4, 2020

EDITORIAL

MANAGING EDITOR/ FILM EDITOR:

Devin D. O’Leary (ext. 230) devin@alibi.com

MUSIC EDITOR/NEWS EDITOR:

August March (ext. 245) august@alibi.com

FOOD EDITOR:

Dan Pennington (Ext. 255) danp@alibi.com

ARTS AND LIT. EDITOR:

Clarke Condé (Ext. 239) clarke@alibi.com

COPY EDITOR:

Samantha Carrillo (ext. 223) samantha@alibi.com

CALENDARS EDITOR:

Ashli Kesali ashli@alibi.com

STAFF WRITER:

Joshua Lee (ext. 243) josh@alibi.com

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR:

Samantha Carrillo (ext. 223) samantha@alibi.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:

Robin Babb, Rob Brezsny, Carolyn Carlson, Samantha

Carrillo, Maggie Grimason, Steven Luthy, Hosho

McCreesh, Mayo Lua de Frenchie

PRODUCTION

ART DIRECTOR:

Ramona Chavez (ext. 268)   ramona@alibi.com

ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR:

Corey Yazzie corey@alibi.com

GRAPHIC DESIGNER:

Xanthe Miller xanthe@alibi.com

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER:

Eric Williams ewill23nm@gmail.com

SALES

SALES DIRECTOR:

Tierna Unruh-Enos (ext. 248) tierna@alibi.com

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES:

Kittie Blackwell (ext. 224) kittie@alibi.com

John Hankinson (ext. 235) john@alibi.com

EVENT AND MARKETING COORDINATOR

Madeline MacKenzie madeline@alibi.com

ADMINISTRATION

PUBLISHER:

Constance Moss (ext. 222) constance@alibi.com

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER:

Tierna Unruh-Enos (ext. 248) tierna@alibi.com

CONTROLLER:

Constance Moss (ext. 222) constance@alibi.com

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE:

Madeline MacKenzie (ext. 233) madeline@alibi.com

SYSTEMS MANAGER:

Kyle Silfer (ext. 242) kyle@alibi.com

WEB MONKEY:

John Millington (ext. 238) webmonkeys@alibi.com

OWNERS:

Christopher Johnson and Daniel Scott

CIRCULATION

CIRCULATION MANAGER:

Chris Silva (ext. 252) chriss@alibi.com

CIRCULATION SPECIAL FORCES:

Darrell Sparks darrell@alibi.com

INFORMATION

PRINTER:

The Santa Fe New Mexican

IN LOVING MEMORY:

Doug Albin, Martin Candelaria, Michael Henningsen,

Gretchen Hudson, Eric Johnson, Greg Medara, Chico

Ramirez, Mina Yamashita, Ernest Montoya

INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER:

Southwest Cyberport (232-7992) info@swcp.com

NATIONAL ADVERTISING:

VMG Advertising (888) 278-9866

www.vmgadvertising.com

NUCITY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

P.O. Box 81 Albuquerque, NM 87103

BUSINESS HOURS: 

10AM–5PM MON–FRI

PHONE AND FAX: 

(505) 346-0660

Alibi (ISSN 1088-0496) is published weekly 51 times per year. The content of this

issue is Copyright © 2020 by NuCity Publications, Inc., and may not be reprinted

in part or in whole without written consent of the publisher. All rights are

reserved. One copy of each edition of Alibi is available free to county residents

and visitors each week. Anyone caught removing papers in bulk will be

prosecuted on theft charges to the fullest extent of the law. Yearly subscription

$100, back issues are $3, Best of Burque is $5. Queries and manuscripts should

include a self-addressed stamped envelope; Alibi assumes no responsibility for 

unsolicited material.

LETTERS

messing with our health and our
productivity. DST is bad for business. 

When we shift to a later sunrise, our
high school students are driving to school
in the dark. This means less safe driving
conditions for this set of newer drivers. It
means less sunlight in the morning that
could help them maintain good sleep
hygiene. 

It’s miserable in mid-March when we
make the shift to DST and lose an hour of
sleep. If we can hold on a few more weeks,
by April, sunset is 7pm. We’ll get out of
work and have enough sunshine to go for
a walk and enjoy some rays. We don’t need
DST. Let’s dump it.

Beth O’Neall,
Albuquerque

Suckers

Dear Alibi,
Our country is being gutted from within.
We cannot stand without our institutions of
law. The people who blindly follow the
person in the White House who believes
himself either a dictator or a mob boss are
being morally raped.

We’re told criminals are crossing our
borders; I say criminals have already
invade[d] our government. Please, for the
sake of yourselves, your children and our
United States, wake up!

P.T. Barnum is quoted as saying “a
sucker is born every minute.” Don’t buy
“snake oil” from the charlatan who is using
deceit and falsehoods to maintain power
over our constitution. a

Name withheld by request,
Albuquerque

Letters should be sent with the writer’s name, address and daytime
phone number via email to letters@alibi.com. They can also be
faxed to (505) 346-0660. Letters may be edited for length and
clarity, and may be published in any medium; we regret that owing
to the volume of correspondence we cannot reply to every letter.
Word count limit for letters is 300 words.

Drop by Drop

Dear Alibi,
Today a letter from the Albuquerque
Housing Authority (AHA) was placed on
the doors of residents at 701 Fifth Street
SW. It states, “As part of AHA efforts to
reduce water consumption and expenses, a
lock was placed on the hose bib today.
Please do not make any efforts to remove
this lock as it will cause significant
damage. Residents will be financially
responsible for any damages that happen
as a result of removal of hose bib locks.”

Attempting to curtail water waste is a
worthy undertaking. However, it is
unworthy to hold the weakest part of a
community to standards not expected of
any other resident in the city. I speak of
the poor, elderly and handicapped, of
those living in apartments managed by
AHA across the city. Until all city residents
are subjected to locks on hose bibs to
curtail water consumption, it is the height
of discrimination to inflict it on the
weakest members of the community.

However by fixing what is broken, water
consumption can be alleviated. For two
years, a neighbor has repeatedly reported
a faucet leak. She catches water in a bucket
and recycles two gallons a day, others have
the same complaint. For months calls were
made to AHA reporting a leaking air
conditioner causing mold. It took letters
from an attorney to get the issue resolved.
Yes, water consumption is high here. How
many times was the water turned off to
repair broken water pipes last year? How
many gallons were lost before the repairs
were made? The residents are not the
cause of high water usage. Please do not
discriminate against us. We are too old, too
sick and too tired to carry buckets of water
outside to prevent trees, flowers and pets
from dying. Discrimination is always the
wrong solution.

Nikki Ryan,
Albuquerque

Ditch DST

Dear Alibi,
Please, can we ditch Daylight Saving Time
already? It doesn’t save us a thing. 

We don’t get more hours of sun in the
day when we go to DTS. We just shift the
hours from the morning to the night. 

We need the light in the morning! This
cues us to wake up just as the dark at night
cues us to wind down and get to bed. Light
in the morning sets our biological clocks.
We’re not getting enough sleep, and it’s
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Dateline: United Kingdom

A woman played her violin while surgeons
removed a brain tumor from her skull.
According to CNN, doctors instructed
violinist Dagmar Turner to play her
instrument during brain surgery to ensure
that they didn’t affect her ability to play
music. Turner was suffering from a brain
tumor located in her right frontal lobe—
near areas of the brain that are responsible
for coordinating delicate movements in the
left hand. A team of medical experts
mapped out Turner’s brain before the
surgery to find out which areas were active
while she played the violin. According to
surgeons, some spots of the tumor were
separated from crucial brain areas by only
the width of a credit card, creating a
potentially risky situation. But surgeons
were able to successfully remove more than
90 percent of the tumor, and Turner was
allowed to leave the hospital after only
three days. Neurosurgeon Keyoumars
Ashkan reportedly came up with the idea
of having Turner play during surgery to
monitor her status. “We perform around
400 resections (tumor removals) each year,
which often involves rousing patients to
carry out language tests, but this was the
first time I’ve had a patient play an
instrument,” he wrote in a press release.
Turner told reporters that she hopes to be
fully recovered soon and plans to return to
playing violin with the Wight Symphony
Orchestra.

Dateline: Kentucky

Two newlywed police officers recently had
to cut their chicken dinner short to stop a
robbery in progress. According to NPR,
Detective Chase McKeown and Officer
Nicole McKeown of the Elizabethtown
Police Department were enjoying a meal
together at Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers
in Louisville, Ky., on their night off. The
couple has been married for six months.
While sitting in a booth at the restaurant,
the couple saw a man wearing a mask
enter the building. Last week, at a news
conference, Nicole told reporters that they
knew there was a problem when the man
approached the cashier. “I saw her hands
go up like this and I’m like, ‘Is he doing
what I think he’s doing?’” Nicole McKeown
told reporters at a news conference last
week. “There was literally no question,”
said Chase McKeown. “We just looked at
each other: ‘Is this what’s going on? Let’s
go.’ We just did what we felt like we had to
do.” Security camera footage from the
restaurant shows the couple draw their
firearms and circle around the center of
the room before ordering the would-be
robber to drop his weapon. He does so,
and then runs out the door. The couple
pursued the man and held him at

gunpoint in a neighboring residents’ yard.
The man was arrested when Louisville
Metro Police Department officers arrived.
When asked if they would be returning to
the restaurant, Nicole McKeown assured
reporters that they would. “I love Raising
Cane’s,” she said.

Dateline: California

Residents of Santa Monica, Calif., were
outraged to find that a pornographic film
had been produced at one of their public
libraries during regular business hours.
According to CBS Los Angeles, the video
was shot at the Ocean Park Library branch
and uploaded to PornHub. The more-
than-10-minute film features a woman
exposing herself while walking on the
streets of Santa Monica—even committing
a lewd act in front of an elementary
school—before entering the public library.
There, she undresses and performs sexual
acts while discussing her fear of being
caught. It is unclear when the video was
shot. In a statement, the city called the
video “deeply disturbing.” “Lewd acts in
the public library are a violation of library
rules and against the law,” it said. “Staff
did not have knowledge of the incident
when it took place.” But repercussions for
making the video appear to be unlikely.
Committing a lewd act on public property
is reportedly only a misdemeanor crime,
and police officers are required to witness
the act themselves before arrests can be
made. Santa Monica police are
investigating, however. The film has
reportedly been removed from PornHub.

Dateline: United Kingdom

A former Irish drug dealer lost more than
$59 million worth of bitcoin codes he hid
in a fishing rod case. The Irish Times reports
that Clifton Collins had collected around &
€55 million (more than $59 million) worth
of bitcoin made from illicit drug sales. To
hide the codes required to access the
funds, he printed them out on a piece of
paper in 2017 and hid it in the aluminium
cap of a fishing rod case at his rented
home. Soon after, police arrested Collins
for drug possession. He was sentenced to
five years in jail and subsequently never
returned to his rented property. While he
was incarcerated, his landlord had the
house cleared and took Collins’ belongings
to the dump—including the fishing rod
case. Workers at the dump told police they
remembered seeing discarded fishing gear,
but waste from the dump is shipped to
Germany and China, where it’s
incinerated. Authorities were able to
confiscate all 12 online accounts owned by
Collins, but have so far been unable to
access them. A number of witnesses—
including Collins’ landlord and the people
who helped him set up his bitcoin
accounts—corroborated Collins’ story.
Collins told police that losing the codes is
his punishment for being stupid. Before
becoming an illegal cannabis producer, he
was a beekeeper. Authorities say they hope
technological advancements will make it
possible for them to access the money in
the future. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird

news to josh@alibi.com.
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February brought a mixed bag of
weather to the Albuquerque City
Council as it adjusted to a newly

elected member and an empty seat left by
Councilor Ken Sanchez’s January death.

How Much Is Too Much

Council President Pat Davis introduced a
rule change to limit the number of
proclamations or recognitions given out at
each meeting and by each councilor. The
idea would limit the number of
recognitions to a maximum of four per
councilor per year and two would be the
total number at any single meeting.
Proclamations are a long-standing
tradition. They range from honoring city
staffers, citizens, youth groups and teams
of people fighting cancer to a wide range
of causes. They are presented at the
beginning of the meeting and those being
honored are pretty always happy and
honored to be recognized.

Councilor Davis said he brought this up
to streamline meetings and manage time
better to do substantive council business.
Councilors Brook Bassan, Trudy Jones and
Don Harris jumped on the bandwagon to
limit this public interaction at a public
meeting. Bassan flexed her muscles by both
siding with Davis and giving a
condescending nod to the Councilors who
felt honoring and giving out proclamations
to community members, groups and causes
was just as important. “Proclamations are a
nice perk for councilors,” Councilor Bassan
said. “But they interrupt the democratic
process.” Councilor Trudy Jones was the
biggest supporter of this idea. She said
when she gives out a proclamation, it is
really very special, more like a medal of
honor as opposed to a participation trophy.
“The more we hand these out, the less they
mean. The time spent at the meeting [is] to
do the business of the people. Something
does not have much value if there are too
many somethings,” Jones said.

Thankfully Councilors Cynthia Borrego
and Klarrissa Peña said what needed to be
said. “I think it so important to give
proclamations honoring community
members doing good work. They are the
ones out there making Albuquerque great,”
Peña said.

Councilor Borrego earned the big high
five of the night when she snapped back by
saying, “We are not handing out
proclamations like M&M’s.” Borrego
reminded the Council that these are
important to people. She said one of the
women who got a breast cancer

proclamation has died since then and the
family said she, and they, were so honored
for that time in front of the Council
receiving the proclamation. 

Council President Davis said he likes
what he proposed best but will defer the
rule change until the March 2 meeting to
allow for more input on how to streamline
the meetings. Public participation should
not be limited at public meetings. Maybe
one idea would be if the Councilors
themselves could streamline their
comments into concise statements instead
of the sometimes roundabout rambling
that takes place.

Quick Hits

• Councilors formed a committee to look
at internal city travel policies. The review
came about after a Councilor took a city
business trip combined with a family
vacation and one of the local TV stations
thought it was a good story.

• The Environmental Planning
Commission approved a revised site plan
for 69 homes on 23 acres located on
Namaste Road called The Overlook By
Oxbow development. The property is
adjacent to the city’s Oxbow Major Public
Open Space. This is a blow to open space
and sustainable development.

• Burque is seeing too many gun-
related killings. The end of 2019 racked up
82 homicides. In 2014 there were 30. So
far 2020 has seen about 14 homicides.
Another problem is the city’s homicide
detectives tasked with unraveling things are
struggling with an about 50 percent
clearance rate of solving those cases. Folks

Proclamations, Travel, Crime

Council moves forward in 2020

from the city say there are now 11
homicide detectives compared with less
than a handful a few years ago.

Stepping Up

Kudos to these citizens for taking the time
to put real effort into making our ‘Burque
a better place or all with the following
appointments: Rodney E. Bowe and
Deborah Kuidis to the Public Safety Tax
Advisory Board; Travis Davis to the
Americans With Disabilities Act Advisory
Council; Daniel J. Hedges and Christine A.
Grover to the Municipal Golf Advisory
Board; Pamela M. Chavez to the Arts
Board; Ali Bidram to the Albuquerque
Energy Council; Cathryn Starr, Douglas
Mitchell and Dr. William J. Kass to the
Civilian Police Oversight Agency Board;
Donald G. Meaders to the Open Space
Advisory Board; Eric Mendoza, Scott C.
Anderson and John Lance to the Fire Code
Board of Appeals; Ms. Robin J Allen,
Josiah M. Hooten and Raul S Chavira to
the Greater Albuquerque Bicycling
Advisory Committee; Louis Carlentine to
the Senior Affairs Advisory Council; and
Nicholas T. Padilla to the Youth Advisory
Council. a

Send your comments about the City Council to

carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meetings are:

Monday, March 2 and March 16, 5 pm 

Vincent E. Griego Chambers

Albuquerque Bernalillo County Government

Center

View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

NEWS CITY

BY JOSHUA LEE

NEWS | COUNCIL WATCH  by Carolyn Carlson

NM Sues Google

Last week, New Mexico Attorney General

Hector Balderas sued Google, claiming the

company is violating federal and state laws

by collecting children’s personal data.

The Associated Press reports that the

lawsuit accuses Google of spying on children

through an education services package that

it offers to school districts and teachers

called Google Education. The free package

features tools for educators to centralize

their class projects, assignments, forms and

other files in a single place.

Balderas claims that the suite also gives

the company access to monitor the browsing

habits of students and teachers in the

classroom and at home while on a private

network. The suit alleges that Google is

collecting data that includes physical

locations, browsing history, saved passwords

and contact lists.

In a press release, Balderas said that by

collecting data from children under the age of

13, Google is violating the Federal Children’s

Online Privacy Protection Act and New

Mexico’s Unfair Practices Act.

“Student safety should be the number one

priority of any company providing services to

our children, particularly in schools,” said

Balderas. “Tracking student data without

parental consent is not only illegal, it is

dangerous; and my office will hold any

company accountable who compromises the

safety of New Mexican children.”

Balderas’ offices notified schools that there

was no immediate danger in continuing to use

the apps and said the lawsuit should not

interfere with daily instruction at schools.

BernCo Sheriff to Lead

Crime Subcommittee

US Attorney General William Barr has

appointed Bernalillo County Sheriff Manuel

Gonzales III to chair the Mental Illness

Working Group as part of a national effort to

fight crime.

According to KRQE, the group is a

subcommittee of the Presidential Commission

on Law Enforcement and the Administration

of Justice, which was created to study issues

facing modern law enforcement agencies and

develop new tactics for the future. The

commission is made up of 15 working groups

that will focus on a different topics, including

technological innovations, recruiting officers

and substance abuse.

The Mental Illness Working Group will

focus on the impact mental health has on

interactions between officers and citizens.

“Part of the committee position will be … to

figure out what are the best practices, what’s

cutting edge for law enforcement and what

we can do in the future to aid law

enforcement to better deal with people with

mental health issues,” Gonzales said in a

recent interview.

GOP Vows Power Grab

Last week, state Republican leaders said that

they will take the House back from state

Democrats.

The Santa Fe New Mexican reports that

state GOP leaders believe the success of the

red-flag gun law will inspire independent-

voting gun owners to vote against state

Democrats this year. “If you are a freedom-

loving New Mexican, you missed out,” New

Mexico House Minority Whip Rod Montoya

said during a press conference. “They decided

to take your freedoms away from you.”

Republican leaders also pointed to

arguments over abortion rights and the push

to legalize recreational cannabis as reasons

for conservative voters to become more

active in 2020. a

City Councilors Davis, Jones and Benton
ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Education, Poverty, Oil and Gas

Funding the state with fossil fuels

Fact: The Public Education
Department in the state of New
Mexico has been consistently ranked

as one of the most troubled in the nation.
A poorly designed, under-funded system—
in conjunction with unacceptably low
student performance and outcomes—can
be traced to other, more troublesome
cultural problems such as endemic poverty
and addiction as well as crime and violence
of all sorts.

It’s no longer a matter of debating
which came first. It is clear that—in order
to build a sustainable economy powered by
educated, healthy, responsible and
prosperous New Mexicans—the
Democratic leadership of this state, elected
resoundingly after eight years of
Republican failure in state governance,
must take an active role in advocating,
supporting and, most importantly, funding
public education in The Land of
Enchantment.

At the last two sessions of New Mexico’s
54th Legislature, the 60-day session of
2019 and the 30-day 2020 session that just
ended, Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham
and her team went to work to both
ameliorate the problems caused by an
ineffective public school system, as well as
to institute broad changes that would not
only restore funding to the system but also
engender changes that would grow the
system for the benefit of our state’s
children. This year they were solidly
backed by both the New Mexico Senate
and House of Representatives.

This brief article takes a look at the
history of public education in New Mexico,
our state’s long place at the bottom, the
cultural crises such placement portends
and how the vision of the current governor
is working to correct years of neglect and
the violation of civil rights while helping to
lift up demoralized teachers,
administrators and students while
improvement is undertaken as a serious
strategy.

This piece also examines the places
where the money to fix education in New
Mexico comes from, the booming oil and
gas industries happening in two corners of
this very large state. That’s a place that
some have come to question even as this
state moves in a progressive fashion away
from the unsustainable into the survivable,
and perhaps in the foreseeable future, to a
place where good jobs and an enviable
energy policy are balanced against top-
performing students in up-to-date
educational establishments scattered across
The Land of Enchantment.

For many in state government, the
advances made this year herald a true sea
change. Yet for others, nagging questions
about how to sustain funding and how to
provide other necessary services to help
raise up a veritably poor, disenfranchised
and uneducated population remain.

Ranking

Last year, just after the traditional public
school academic year ended in May of
2019, the Annie E. Casey Foundation, a
charitable institution tasked with
improving educational outcomes for
children in the United States, published
their annual Kids Count Data Book. This
published research reflects on 16 child
well-being indicators. Those indicators are
then grouped into four larger units called
domains that include economic well-being,
education and health as well as family and
community.

New Mexico ranked number 50 (out of
50 states) in two out of four of those large
data groups, including in data gleaned in
the areas of family and community and
education. The Land of Enchantment
came in 49th in terms of economic security
and also ranked 48th in terms of the
overall health of our children.

Although the report did note some
improvement (the child poverty rate in the
state has declined by 3 percentage points
over the past year and the teen birth rate
has dropped to nearly half of what was
reported on in 2012) it also sent a shock
wave through the educational

establishment in the state, spurring some
legislators to get an early start on
formulating legislation to combat an
obviously threatening trend.

For many in leadership positions
throughout the state, it clearly seemed that
the second session of the 54th New Mexico
Legislature would be the prime place to
begin correcting the situation for children
and education in the state of New Mexico.

Budget to Build

Before this year’s session commenced, the
Office of the Governor of the State of New
Mexico issued an annual budget proposal
that called for increased attention to and
funding for public education.

Lujan Grisham’s proposal outlined her
battle to bring education back into focus. A
preface at the top of the web page where
the document was released notes that,
“Education represents almost 50 percent of
new spending, including another round of
raises for educators and school personnel.”

Broken down into numbers by her
teams of ace economists and public
information officers, Lujan Grisham’s
$7.68 billion budget contained the
following funding requests for our public
schools, officially summarized by the state
as follows:

• A $74 million increase in early
childhood services to establish a fully
functioning Early Childhood Education
and Care Department overseeing the
coordination and expansion of critical
services, including $26 million to expand

child care assistance by changing eligibility
from 150 percent to 200 percent of the
federal poverty level; $15.6 million to
provide raises for thousands of child care
providers statewide; $19.9 million to
expand public and private pre-K slots for
3- and 4-year-olds; $3 million to expand
home visiting services; $3.5 million to
expand Family, Infant, Toddler (FIT) early
intervention program services; and $2.4
million to continue to implement provider
rate increases.

• $320 million in non-recurring funds
to create the new Early Childhood Trust
Fund, which will provide a dedicated and
self-sustaining revenue stream to fund early
childhood programs into the future.

• A $200.3 million increase in the
public schools budget for a total recurring
budget of approximately $3.4 billion,
including a second consecutive year of pay
increases for educators and all school
personnel; a $17 million increase to
support a thriving educator ecosystem,
including professional development and
retention; a $12 million increase to support
whole-child education and the bilingual
and multicultural framework; $182 million
in continued funding for the K-5 Plus and
Extended Learning Time programs; $53
million to increase the at-risk index,
building on the prior year’s $113.2 million
increase; $12 million to support the
implementation of a community school
framework in schools across New Mexico;
and a $12 million increase to support
competency-based science, technology,
engineering, arts and mathematics
(STEAM) standards and build up career
technical and vocational education and
apprenticeship programs.

Outcomes

What the governor asked for and what the
legislature approved ended up being two
different, if intrinsically related, things.
That both branches of government agreed
that such advances were a good thing is
notable in a state famous for its partisan
political battles.

Almost half of the state’s $7.6 billion
budget for fiscal year 2021 will go to
education; that’s an increase of about
$500,000 over the previous year’s
allocation from the state’s permanent fund,
and it means that education spending has
increased by more than 25 percent under
the successor of former governor Susana
Martinez, who was notorious for cutting
budgets related to families and public
education.

NEWS | NEWS FEATURE by August March

New Mexico Public Education Department Apodaca Building STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
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NEWS | NEWS FEATURE by August March

Legislators approved a 4 percent raise
for public school teachers and employees.
They also advanced the early childhood
trust fund bill to the Governor’s desk and
it will also no doubt become law. Teacher
mentorship programs will also now be
required in the public schools and retired
New Mexico teachers can now return to
the classroom—where there is a critical
shortage of public school instructors—
without affecting their pension plans.
Though most agree that such increased
funding bodes well for the state, there are
some who say that an infusion of cash is
not enough.

Lawsuit

Two years ago, The New Mexico Center on
Law and Poverty, in conjunction with two
New Mexican families, filed suit against
the state alleging that its public education
failed to “to meet its constitutionally
mandated responsibility to provide all
public school students the programming
and supports necessary to succeed.”

Last year, a judge in Santa Fe ruled in
favor of the plaintiffs in this landmark suit,
setting the stage for the current push for
funding to correct the problem
legislatively. According to a story
published in the Santa Fe New Mexican,
some of those who brought that legal
action fear that all of that money is not
enough to heal a problem that is basically
embedded in the fabric of New Mexican
culture.

Gail Evans, an attorney for the think
tank responsible for the lawsuit, told the
Santa Fe New Mexican last week, “They are
looking at dollar amounts to put into the
education budget instead of investing from
the ground up into the programs we
need.”

On the other hand, New Mexico House
Speaker Brian Egolf told the same
reporters from the New Mexican that,
“Over the last 396 days, the state has
increased K-12 education funding by
three-quarters of a billion dollars. It’s
unprecedented to have done that.”

No matter what perspective one looks
at the current situation from, one thing is
clear. Most of the money that the House
Speaker references—the funding that
Evans thinks is problematic in terms of
which programs it addresses—comes from
money related to the awesomely powerful
yet highly volatile oil and gas industries of
New Mexico.

Oil and Gas

It’s been said before and it bears
repeating. New Mexico is the third-
largest producer of oil and gas in the
nation. The combined industries
generate about $2.2 billion in direct
revenue from property taxes, and they
deposited said revenue into the state’s
permanent fund coffers in 2018. Another
$300 million in revenue comes from sales

and income taxes from oil and gas
concerns. Even more money comes to the
state via royalties from oil and gas
production on state and federal land.

In fiscal year 2019, oil and gas
revenue in the state skyrocketed,
reaching $3.1 billion. At the time those
figures were released in January of 2020,
New Mexico Oil and Gas Association
Executive Director—and past
environment secretary under Susana
Martinez—Ryan Flynn told
Albuquerque’s local daily newspaper that
such historically high revenue
contributed 39 percent of of all general
fund revenue and also offered
“unprecedented opportunities for
investment in public education, state
infrastructure and public safety.”

The same article notes that in FY
2019, the state received $1.06 billion in
public education funding from oil and
gas industries based in The Land of
Enchantment.

That amount is sure to grow this year,
after the approval of many of Lujan
Grisham’s education initiatives passed
through this year’s legislature.

The Drill

It’s also worth noting that a considerable
percentage of the activities undertaken
by New Mexico’s official education
champion—the oil and gas industry—are
accomplished through a practice known
as hydraulic fracturing.

According to published reports, there
are close to 30,000 government-approved
oil and gas wells currently operating in
New Mexico. Although the state has not
done enough to catalog the number of
these wells that use hydraulic fracturing—
or fracking—in their process, the US
Energy Information Administration
estimates that fracking accounts for about
67 percent of all natural gas production
in the United States.

While environmentalists in New
Mexico are extremely worried about
fracking and its effects on both humans
and the environment, industry experts
warn that banning the practice would
practically hobble New Mexico and the
state’s education reform efforts.

It is reasonable to assume that
fracking helps produce a good portion
the natural gas necessary to supply many
of this nation’s homes with heat. It is also
clear that oil and gas revenue are one of
the prime movers in getting funding to
the various public education programs
that New Mexico will depend upon in the
future to improve learning outcomes
here. That’s a fact.

And in story without a conclusion,
where the past is a tragedy and the future
has yet to be realized, New Mexicans
continue to fill up their cars with gasoline
as they wait and hope for a time when
education—not dinosaurs—reigns
supreme. a



For the past 20 years, Juli Hendren
and Tricklock Company have
brought international theater to

Albuquerque as diplomats. Two decades
would be an impressive milestone for any
theater company, but Hendren, executive
director of Tricklock Company, is quick to
point out that the Revolutions
International Theatre Festival is not
simply about the theater the festival
includes, it is about bringing together the
people involved. Theater is an excellent
entry point for conversations about
cultures other than our own and the
festival itself is a way to show people from
other countries firsthand that not all
Americans are like the ones they see on
TV. It’s a worthy task in these times for
Hendren and the ambassadors at the
embassy we call Tricklock. Weekly Alibi sat
down with Hendren to talk about
diplomacy, theater and this year’s
Revolutions. The following is an edited
version of that conversation. 

Weekly Alibi: The Revolutions

International Theatre Festival is about

to begin its 20th year. How did it start?

Juli Hendren: Our founding artistic
director, Joe Peracchio, he had great
vision. The short version is that we went to
Poland to do some training. [A theater
group we met there] had organized a US
tour and they were coming to New York.
We were like, what about coming to
Albuquerque? At the same time, many of
us trained at Dell’Arte International
School of Physical Theater, which is in
Blue Lake, California. They were going to
New Orleans and they were like, what if we
stop [in Albuquerque]? Joe [said] what if
we made a festival? We put our own show
in the middle. We added workshops and
gatherings and dinners and ran the
lounge. Once we were in it, the larger
mission around what we were trying to do
became really crystal clear.

So, Revolutions started as a scheduling-

driven project and became a mission-

driven project?

Being able to bring them here and show
them to people was really critical. 

What things have you learned from

visiting companies and their

approaches that have been

incorporated into the work of Tricklock?

Definitely this idea that theater can
happen anywhere. Most US theater is
based in realism. 

One of the first things I did [when I
first went to Poland was go to a
performance] called Cosmos, which was an
epic show where you went and saw like 20
minutes of a show in this 800-year-old
church, then you went to the kitchen
where everyone like passed around vodka,
then you went to this weird granary to
watch this work demonstration. Then had
to get a sausage out of the tree and
everybody ate it. What theater is outside of

A huge part of our mission is diplomacy
through the arts. I feel like our job is
similar to the State Department. There’s a
famous Polish phrase—A guest in the
house is God in the house. We really try to
follow that so that they have a warm
experience, which is what makes our
festival different. I was just at a big festival
in New York called Under the Radar. It’s
New York, so it’s busy. It’s very networky.
Here, we’re able to really make it like New
Mexico. It’s homegrown. And we have all
these places to drink and eat along the way
because it’s a way of gathering people. 

What haven’t you been able to do in

the last 20 years that you’d like to do in

the next 20 and what would you need

to do it?

I would really like to be able to bring
larger or potentially more challenging
artistic groups that are outside of the US
and I would need money, really. I mean,
money is always the thing that our arts
needs, but our funding is so dismal. So
very dismal. 

What do you hope theatergoers get

from this year’s festival?

Just being able to witness such incredibly
creative and imaginative art. Art inspires.
It promotes transformation. The mission
always is about humanizing the world. a

FOUND OBJECTS

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

Revolutions as Diplomacy 

Juli Hendren on the theater festival’s 20th anniversary

the US is really quite different. Most
theaters try to be corporations. That’s not
what art is. Art doesn’t work that way. 

Getting visiting artists visas can

sometimes be a problem. Over the past

20 years, how has changed?

It’s a little rough right now. I’ll be honest,
our current government is not very
outside-of-the-US friendly. Getting the
visa processed here in the US actually isn’t
that hard. Where it gets rejected is when
the artist has to go to the US Embassy in
their country and have an interview
process. That’s usually where they get
rejected. It depends on who’s in the White
House, who is staffed in those and how
much they understand the arts. 

As a cultural exchange, what

responsibility does Tricklock have in

representing this side of the equation

to people coming here? 

 ARTS | ARTS INTERVIEW by Clarke Condé

Revolutions International 

Theatre Festival

March 7 through 28

Various locations in Albuquerque

For more information and tickets

see tricklock.com

PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ

Getting Meta/Physical 

The UNM Department of Theatre and

Dance opens their faculty dance concert

META/PHYSICAL on Feb. 28 with a

performance at 7:30pm in the Rodey

Theatre in the Center for the Arts (UNM

Main Campus). Artistic Director Donna

Jewell features the Miguel Gutierrez piece

12:46 or It’s theEnd of the World, Amanda

Hamp’s M.E.A.D.O.W, Jacqueline M.

García’s In the Muddy Bank ((Where We

Lay)) about the border crisis, Daniel Doña’s

Suite Pre-Flamenca, Predominio by La Popi

and the result of a collaboration between

Mercedes Ruíz and husband Santiago Lara,

La Mirada También Baila. That is a lot of

dance. Tickets are $15 for the general

public, $12 for seniors and $10 for

students. For more information and tickets,

see theatre.unm.edu.

Riparian Relativity

We write a lot about the US/Mexico border

in this newspaper. From politicians’ views,

to the plight of migrants, to the perspective

of artists, the issues involved are fluid and

require a great deal of ink to be

understood. From the perspective of the

artist Jonathan Reeve Price, the Rio

Grande is “The Liquid Border.” His mixed-

media exhibit The Rio Grande:

Wetlands/Borderlands opens Saturday,

Feb. 29 at Open Space Visitor Center (6500

Coors Blvd. NW) with a reception from

2pm to 4pm. For more information about

this free, all-ages event, see cabq.gov. 

Doublespeak Drama 

This isn’t the 1984 of Reagan, yuppies and

the horrors of stirrup pants. This is the

1984 where George Orwell describes the

future as “a boot stamping on a human

face—for ever.” This big stage adaption of

the dystopian classic is performed by

Aquila Theatre at Popejoy Hall (UNM Main

Campus) on one afternoon only, Sunday,

March 1 at 3pm. Tickets range from $25 to

$65 and can be found, along with more

information about this all-ages event, at

popejoypresents.com.

The Cranes of Placitas

The Placitas artists’ collective Wild Hearts

Gallery (221 State Hwy. 165 Ste. B,

Placitas) opens fabric artist Judith

Roderick’s Variation on the Theme of

Cranes on Tuesday, March 3. Roderick’s

work is yet another example of how our

avian winter visitors continue to inspire. For

more information, see wildheartsgallery-

nm.com. a

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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Juli Hendren
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  ARTS | MAGNIFIED by Clarke Condé

The exhibit Indelible Ink: Native
Women, Printmaking, Collaboration
at the University of New Mexico’s

Raymond Jonson Gallery is an ambitious
undertaking. Nine Native printmakers
with vastly different aesthetics are brought
together to display work that is divergent
in theme and technique. To consider it a
survey show is to use my own words and
not the curator’s, but I hasten to add that
is not to diminish the cohesion of the
theme, but rather to suggest to potential
museum-goers that they will find in
Indelible Ink a room filled with sampling a
of some of the finest examples of
contemporary printmaking created by
anyone. Let’s consider three works.

Sara Siestreem’s “First Basket” is
classic. This strong, two-tone lithograph
conveys the tradition of giving away the
first basket one makes to a revered elder
to ensure continued success in the craft.
This piece not only accentuates this story
through the use of a monochrome
palette, but its stripped-down quality adds
to the notion of early work in one’s
career. 

Wendy Red Star’s “Rez Car 2” asks a
great question. Red Star writes in her
description of this piece, “I was thinking

about muscle cars and asking, ‘what is our
muscle car?’ Well, it’s this fucked up
reservation car, sort of the total opposite
of the muscle car.” It is in fact a
lithograph of a fucked-up reservation car
that is hard not to share affection with
Red Star for. With its hood up, it floats on
a blue field with a muscle of its own. 

Finally, there is depth beyond this
column’s capacity in Julie Buffalohead’s
work “Trickster Showdown” but one
striking aspect worth noting is the piece’s
beautiful blue field wherein the two
tricksters are rendered in white lines. It is
reminiscent of the once-ubiquitous but
now nearly obsolete printing technique
that gave us blueprints. Intentional or
not, it is a fitting nod to continuity to see
this blue from printing history in a show
that is all about the printing present.  a

Printing Present

Seeing Indelible Ink

Indelible Ink: Native Women,

Printmaking, Collaboration

On exhibit through May 9

Raymond Jonson Gallery

UNM Main Campus

Free

Sara Siestreem’s “First Basket” PHOTO BY CLARKE CONDÉ
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Danny Loves Choche

Don Choche brings authentic Mexican to Nob Hill

Here in the heart of New Mexico,
good food is not hard to find.
We are lucky in that sense. We

manage to weed out the bad and leave
only the good, very effectively allowing
us to be surrounded by the best of the
best. It allows the fostering of local
restaurants to start to grow within the
city to better heights than you could
expect elsewhere. Places like Don
Choche Tacos y Cerveza, for example. 

Starting as a food truck, Don Choche
found enough success in their first
restaurant on Fourth Street so that they
opened a new location in Nob Hill on
Tulane Drive, next door to Tractor
Brewing Co. We stopped by the grand
opening to check out the space and see
if the food was up to snuff, especially in
a town that’s packed to the brim with
good tacos. So did Don Choche meet
the mark? 

Let’s start with the new location itself.
It has a redone interior that is
minimalist and inviting. The food is the
focus, so nothing is there to distract
from that. Additionally, with an outdoor
patio and spring coming up, it’s the
perfect place to sit down for an after-
work recovery session with some food
and beer on a weekday. With a solid
selection of beers and the always
enjoyable glass-bottled Coke using real
sugar, you can sit down and refresh the
way you need. 

As far as food goes, you’re definitely
covered. Most everything on the menu
can be had with the choice of 10
different meats. For example, the tacos
($3) are done like traditional street
tacos. Topped with cilantro, onion and
radish, you pick the meat and you’re set
to go. I went with my personal favorite,
carne adovada, which left the taco
bursting at the seams from how filled it
was, a good sign already. The fiery kick
of the seasoned meat was enough to
open my eyes with delight when it first
ran across my tongue. It was almost
melt-in-your-mouth tender, with an
over-the-top level of seasoning that
didn’t feel like too much but more just
right. By any metric you could hold it
to, the carne adovada is a straight-up
winner. 

How about the favorite standby, the
quesadilla ($12)? You’re served four
massive pieces, with cheese literally
oozing out the sides. I went with the
carnitas, because who doesn’t love pork
in any fashion it can be served? Another
slam dunk, with an absolutely tender
consistency and a very juicy center. It
was rich in flavor and paired with the
total mess of cheese it had in it, there
was little reason not to be absolutely
ravenous in its consumption. It barely
lasted, being in front of me before the
sadness of it being gone took over. 

Perhaps you are more of a sandwich
person and would prefer a torta ($11)
that is packed full of meat, avocado,
lettuce and tomato. You could do that
one with chicken fajitas, giving it a
unique quality of sizzling hot chicken
and veggie mix coupled with the large
bun holding it all together. Deliciously
spicy, tender veggies and full of fresh
cooked flavor and chicken that is
literally falling apart, it’s a torta unlike
any you’ve had before. Sure, you could
put anything you want in there, but trust
me. That chicken fajita combo just
works. The avocado gives it a little extra
oomph in the texture department to
make it truly worthy of your attention. 

What full meal would be complete
without a couple desserts as finishers to
the monster meal you will inevitably
have? Desserts are $3, and they have a
rotating assortment of freshly made ones

worthy of your eager mouth. For
example, there’s the favorite of literally
everyone, the sopapilla. Served fresh
and hot, the dessert version is coated in
cinnamon and sugar and comes with an
(almost) overly generous side of honey.
The super-sweet fried concoction is the
perfect cap to a meal, no matter how
you try to cut it. It’s absolutely worth the
$3 and the inevitably sticky fingers.
Beard owners beware.

What about a freshly made brownie
topped with a number of different
toppings, like fresh oozy caramel or
white chocolate shavings? This all-fudge
brownie is super moist, very rich and
just simplistic in the way it can bring a
smile to your face. It’s straightforward
and delicious, the way a brownie should
be. 

Don Choche has brought their style
to Nob Hill in a location brimming with
restaurants. The good news is they’ve
found a niche that allows them to stand
uniquely above others with their
immense servings and incredibly
affordable pricing structure. As Nob Hill
continues to grow and change, there is
no doubt a place there for Don Choche
Tacos y Cervesas to continue being a
part of that growth. You owe it to
yourself to get in there now, before it
becomes the next go-to spot that has you
waiting outside for a chance to sneak in
for a bite.  a

WEEKLY SPECIALS

BY DAN PENNINGTON

FOOD | REVIEW by Dan Pennington

Feeling Hot

Get your milk ready! The National Fiery

Foods & BBQ Show will be hitting Sandia

Resort & Casino (30 Rainbow Rd. NE) on

Friday, Feb. 28 starting at 11am. General

admission tickets are $15.50 a person, and

that will get you access to more than 1,000

different products both local and national,

all gathered in one convenient place. Plus,

you’ll get the chance to see plenty of live

cooking demos going on, letting you chow

down on fresh samples all over.

Additionally 505 Food Fights, a bracket-

style culinary competition for charity, will

be going down, featuring professional

cooks and chefs from around the state

performing head-to-head to create dishes

based on mystery ingredients. All in all,

there’s too much happening not to be a

part of it, so if you want more information,

visit fieryfoodsshow.com 

Tea Time 

When I was in high school, my best friend

and I started Tea Club. Once a week, the

outcasts of the high school cliques would

gather together to drink a new tea in a

welcoming space that would devolve into

utter chaos, as most high school

gatherings left unattended by adults

would. I will always love and appreciate

tea, which is why I’m excited for Tea 101

Class & Tasting, taking place at The

Fragrant Leaf (3207 Silver Ave. SE) on

Sunday, Mar. 1 from 2pm to 4pm. At the

cost of $20 per person, you’ll be able to try

five styles of tea with light snacks

included. There is very little in this world

that is as calming and re-centering of an

experience as sitting down with a proper

cuppa and letting yourself breathe. For

more information on attending this event,

contact The Fragrant Leaf at (505) 255-

0522. 

Corralling Furries

The Golden Corral Buffet & Grill (5207 San

Mateo Blvd. NE) has been host to many

things. But now, the crown jewel of their

events is the NM Furry Golden Corral

Meet, happening Saturday, Feb. 29 at 1pm.

Community is what you make it, and if

your community includes a fursona, more

power to you. It can be hard to connect

with others in niche groups, because

making that first step is tough. But finding

a place to express and be who you are is

hugely important, and NMFurry is giving

those who participate in a furry lifestyle a

place to be themselves. If you have any

questions about the event, feel free to

check out the group’s website at

nmfurry.com. a

Don Choche Tacos y Cervesa

114 Tulane Dr. SE

505-730-7989

Hours: Tues-Sat: 9am-8pm

Sun: 9:30am-6pm

Vibe: Authentic Mexican food 

in the heart of Nob Hill

Alibi Recommends: Anything with the

carne adovada

PUBLICDOMAINPICTURES.NET

Don’t be scared. Embrace the mess of joy. ERIC WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Winner of two 2019 Best of Burque
Restaurants awards and local
favorite (obviously), M’Tucci’s

Italian has been at the forefront of making
the Italian food scene in Albuquerque
interesting. From their catering arm to
their now four locations, M’Tucci’s Italian
is sweeping the competition on expansion.
We were lucky enough to get to sneak a
peek at their newest location, M’Tucci’s
Twenty-Five, and learn a little more about
what makes this one different. 

For starters, it’s located in the old
Chama River Brewing location on Pan
American Freeway, a place I have fond
memories of, even if it was smoking my
first cigar ever and getting nicotine
sickness from it. The interior has been
updated to reflect a more bright, inviting
vibe, seating nearly 300 people. Even more
impressive, they’ve hired more than 100
people to staff and run the new location.
Plus, the soon to be added patio will put an
extra 75 seats outside to be enjoyed during
the warmer months, and what screams
Italian more than sitting outside and
drinking wine while having antipasto? 

You may have eaten at M’Tucci’s Italian
before, but don’t assume this is the same
old hat as before. The chef team did a
recent working tour of Tuscany and used
their time and experiences there to craft
most of the new menu. Of course, the
longtime favorites and standbys will be on
the menu, but expect more new than old,
including a small lunch menu for people in
the area looking to grab something quick
and delicious. 

I snuck into the kitchen during the
grand opening and sat down to talk with
some of the staff to find out a little more
about the restaurant. It was a cohesive
machine of hands working to pump out
samples for the front, all of them working
in tandem to make sure everything went
out perfectly. Once things slowed down, I
caught up with John Haas, executive chef
and founding partner at M’Tucci’s Italian.
Among questions on some of the kick-ass
cookies I had tried, I wanted to know what
separated this from the other locations.
Haas told me, “I would say there’s a lot of
things that we did differently here. It’s kind
of been inspired by some of our trips
recently to Italy, where we got introduced
to a lot of people. We got shown a lot of

FOOD | FOOD ON THE MOVE  by Dan Pennington

things and I think it inspired us to do kind
of a different feel and approach to the way
the restaurant looks. As far as the food, I’d
say our trips really helped us feel the soul
of Italy. We spent a lot of time in Tuscany,
we’re in a small town working with these
people, whether it’s in their small little
bakery or on their farm, where they’re
raising Chianina [cattle], we really got
opportunities to work with these people
personally. We felt the passion and the
pride that they have in what they do and
they really invested in us too, because they
knew that you’re going out and carrying
that to wherever you go, and they want you
to display that form, too. So, I would say
this is a very heartfelt venue for us. It’s very
thoughtful, and I think out of all the
restaurants we’ve done, it’s really the most
complete thought from the ground up with
how it’s been designed and everything.”

As for how much has changed, Haas
said 30 to 40 percent will be similar, but the
rest is all new. I mentioned that I had come
across some cookies out for people to try,
and I shamelessly ate roughly 10 of them
because they were so extraordinary. They
turned out to be hazelnut shortbread
cookies with a chocolate ganache filling,
constructed similarly to an Oreo. When I
mentioned that they touched my soul, Hass
told me, “Yeah, we want to evoke emotions
in people with what we’re doing, I get it. So
I’m glad it did. I’m glad you felt a
connection to it. A lot of what we serve,
there are hints to other foods that maybe
resonates with people. Our beef ravioli has
hints of beef stew in there, and people will
be like, ‘I don’t know what that is about
this, but I just love this!’”

M’Tucci’s Twenty-Five is officially open
for business and is definitely worth
checking out. We look forward to doing a
full review in the future, but for now, know
that they have assuredly hit authentic
Italian straight on in a new way once again,
and that alone is valuable enough.  a

M’Tucci’s Twenty-Five

6001 Winter Haven Rd. NW Ste. M

(505) 554-2660

mtuccis.com

Mon-Thu:11am-10pm

Fri-Sat:11am-11pm, Sun:11am-9pm

M’Tucci’s Twenty-Five Brings Italy To You

A new venture with new ideas

Get ready for an Italian experience unlike anything in the city. SUNNY 505



FEEL THE

BURN

Let’s make it very clear that the

32nd Annual National Fiery Foods

and Barbecue Show is not for the

faint of palate. This is a serious food

show for heat-seekers, not meek-

eaters. Again, this year Sandia

Resort and Casino is the place to

find the finest in hot stuff from

around the country. The festival

runs all weekend starting Friday,

Feb. 28 at 4pm. Tickets are $16 for

adults, $5 for those 11 through 18,

and free for those  10 and under.

Be sure to get a picture of your

youngster with Chile the Kid instead of letting them burn their face off with some crazy hot salsa.

For more information on this all-ages event and advance tickets, see fieryfoodsshow.com. SANDIA

RESORT & CASINO 30 RAINBOW RD NE, alibi.com/v/744k. (Clarke Condé) a
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EVENT HORIZON FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 4, 2020

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

EVENT | PREVIEWS

FRIDAY FEB 28

SUNDAYMAR 1

IT STILL ISN’T

AS GOOD AS 

THE WALL

Deep in the throes of a drug-fueled

experience, every person has found

themselves staring at that iconic

cover, knowing, “This is the day I have

my moment.” Everyone knows

someone who won’t stop talking

about the pure genius of The Dark

Side of the Moon by Pink Floyd.

Maybe drugs aren’t your thing. Maybe it never clicked for you. Maybe it is your thing and you

want a new way to experience it. Perhaps it’s time to check out The Black Jacket Symphony

presents: Pink Floyd’s The Dark Side of the Moon, at Historic El Rey Theater on Friday, Feb.

28 at 8pm. This all-ages event has the Black Jacket Symphony play you through the album in

its entirety, allowing you to experience it like never before. Tickets start at $25, so to get yours,

just visit elreylive.com HISTORIC EL REY THEATER 622 CENTRAL AVE SW, 8PM alibi.com/v/734z. (Dan Rayne Pennington) a

LET IT ALL 

HANG OUT

True fact: If “Brick House” isn’t one of your

favorite songs from the ‘70s, you’re lying to

yourself about your love of funk. The

Commodores fly into Isleta Resort & Casino

Friday, Feb. 28. This 21-and-over show is

perfect for fans of funk, or The Commodores

and those looking to set the mood just right

on a Friday night. You might find it “Easy” to

get up and dance with some of their old hits,

but there are No Tricks about what to expect,

giving you a Natural High from taking this

rewind evening with some classics. To get

Hot On the Tracks of some $30 to $50 tickets,

check out the event at holdmyticket.com and

in no time, have a couple of great seats In The

Pocket, which is a Rock Solid feeling to have.

ISLETA RESORT & CASINO 11000 BROADWAY BLVD SE, 8PM

alibi.com/v/734y. (Dan Rayne Pennington) a

FOUR EYES

Who doesn’t love a full sensory experience that challenges the mind? National Hispanic Cultural

Center hosts an evening of immersive and groundbreaking multimedia that combines live music

and dance performance with projection and body-mapping that responds to sound and movement

in real time. Electroacoustic ensemble Niyaz presents The Fourth Light Project on Sunday, March

1 at 7:30pm. Onlookers also experience the words of legendary Sufi poets and ancient wisdom

of Middle Eastern folk songs. Walk away from the philosophical adventure with a new outlook

into the human depths. Tickets for this all-ages event range from $12 to $32. NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL

CENTER 1701 FOURTH STREET SW, 7:30PM alibi.com/v/744i. (Mayo Lua de Frenchie) a

DEATH? THEN

WHAT?

The Grim Reaper asks not “Red

or green?” but rather kills without

regard for your preference. Let

historian Ana Pacheco ferry you

to the other side as she details

what happens next with New

Mexico’s death rituals at a reading

and signing of her book New

Mexico Death Rituals at

Bookworks Albuquerque on

Sunday, March 1 at 3pm. For

more information on this free, all-

ages event, see bkwrks.com.

BOOKWORKS 4022 RIO GRANDE BLVD NW, 3PM

alibi.com/v/73jx. (Clarke Condé) a

IT’S NOT JUST FOR BREAKFAST ANYMORE!

Come see how psychedelics like magic mushrooms and iboga are changing the way we think

about treating mental illness at a special screening of Dosed, the award-winning documentary

that peers into the burgeoning world of entheogen treatments for depression, anxiety and

addiction. This Sunday, March 1, join a panel of experts on psychedelic research at the Guild

Cinema as they screen the film and discuss the controversial subject in a Q&A panel after the

show. Explorers of all ages are invited. The screening begins at 1pm. Tickets are $12. GUILD

CINEMA 3405 CENTRAL AVE NE, 1 TO 3PM alibi.com/v/73pl. (Joshua Lee) a

IMAGE BY CLARKE CONDÉ

IMAGE BY CLARKE CONDÉ
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Education and Job Fair Powered by

April 4th
11-5pm

Santa Fe Community Convention Center

Booths and Sponsorships available

(505) 346-0660

ADVERTISING@ALIBI.COM

Booth reservation deadline
March 6th

Tickets $12
general admission

alibi.com/nnmce

Building the Cannatopia
Creating our future for the cannabis and hemp industry.
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Valentine’s Couples Packages. 5 Thomas Rd. $179.

9am. 18+. See 2/27 listing.

MAMA’S MINERALS The Art of Energy Work. Learn

the history of chakras and how to heal imbalances

in the chakra systems. Also take home seven chakra

stones. Registration required. 800 20th Street NW.

$30. 5-6pm. 13+. 266-8443. alibi.com/v/73hx.

YOGASAAR Senior Yoga. Kate leads beginners and

seasoned yoga students alike through a class of tradi-

tional and modified yoga poses using chairs and

other suitable props. 2205 Silver Ave SE. $12.

4-5:15pm. 227-7765. alibi.com/v/721f.

SATURDAY FEB 29

CORONADO CENTER World’s Longest Braid. 6600

Menaul NE. 9am-9pm. ALL-AGES! See 2/27 listing.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER ¡Mira!

20th Anniversary Open House. Enjoy activities

including hands-on projects, tours of the museum

and performing arts building, live music and dance,

a poetry reading by Poet Laureate Levi Romero,

refreshments and more. 1701 Fourth Street SW.

2-5pm. ALL-AGES! 246-2261. alibi.com/v/7405.

SHERATON UPTOWN HOTEL The American

Advertising Awards. Celebrating the industry’s

largest and most representative competition, recog-

THURSDAY FEB 27

CORONADO CENTER World’s Longest Braid.

Witness a Guinness Book World Record attempt for

the longest textile braid and make history with an

interactive braiding bar for public participation. 6600

Menaul NE. 9am-9pm. ALL-AGES! 881-2700.

alibi.com/v/730a.

KIDS

ESTHER BONE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Rio Rancho

Storytime. Kids enjoy stories, rhymes, activities, and

more, highlighting new stories and longtime

favorites. This program is for ages 3 to 6 with a parent

or caregiver. 950 Pinetree SE. 10:30am. 891-5012.

alibi.com/v/71tr.

MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Suzuki Music and

Movement Class. A class for children ages 0 to 4

and expecting mothers in their third trimester to

nurture musical development, build motor, emotional

and social skills, character development and readi-

ness for preschool. 3215 Central Ave NE. $15.

9:30-10:30am. (903) 780-1030. alibi.com/v/6zo9.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY STEM Labs.

Program activities provide hands-on and minds-on

lessons for kids including activities where these fields

are both fun and interesting. 3904 Isleta Blvd SW.

3:45-4:45pm. 877-5170. alibi.com/v/71s9.

LEARN

LOMA COLORADO MAIN LIBRARY, Rio Rancho

WESST Small Business Workshop: Doing Business

In Rio Rancho. Learn how to obtain the licenses,

permits and tax IDs to do business in Rio Rancho,

funding options for businesses, valuable resources

to start or grow a business and more. 755 Loma

Colorado NE. 6-7:30pm. 18+. 891-5013.

alibi.com/v/719o.

WELLNESS/FITNESS

GARDEN GATE DAY SPA AND SALON, Los Lunas

Valentine’s Couples Packages. Indulge in an invig-

orating foot soak, scrub and hydration, followed by

side-by-side massages. Package includes chocolate

covered strawberries and sparkling drinks. 5 Thomas

Rd. $179. 9am. 18+. 865-4818. alibi.com/v/7213.

LOMA COLORADO MAIN LIBRARY, Rio Rancho

Blood Pressure Screening. Get a free screening to

prevent future health issues. 755 Loma Colorado NE.

5:30-7pm. 891-5013. alibi.com/v/719n.

NEW HEART Hands-Only CPR Class. Learn how to

save the life of an adult or teen suffering sudden

cardiac arrest outside of the hospital. 601 Lomas

Blvd NE. 1-2pm. 13+. 318-0404. alibi.com/v/70iv.

FRIDAY FEB 28

CORONADO CENTER World’s Longest Braid. 6600

Menaul NE. 9am-9pm. ALL-AGES! See 2/27 listing.

KIDS

ESTHER BONE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Rio Rancho

Jiggle and Jam. Children ages 0 to 5 enjoy songs

and movement activities that build motor and social

skills, increase independence and enhance language

ability. 950 Pinetree SE. 10am. 891-5012.

alibi.com/v/71tv.

!EXPLORA! Teen Night. Kids 12 to 18 enjoy food,

games, origami, door prizes and more. Bring a school

ID for free admission. 1701 Mountain Rd NW.

6:30-9:30pm. 224-8300. alibi.com/v/7326.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY LEAP Into

Science: The Science of Sound. Preschoolers

explore how sound is made through vibrations and

how to create soft and loud sounds. 3904 Isleta Blvd

SW. 3-4:30pm. 877-5170. alibi.com/v/71rw.

LEARN

UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL NEW MEXICO

Managing with Confidence. Learn how to set lead-

ership values and coach direct reports. 2340 Alamo

Ave SE #200. $40. 9am-noon. 245-1727.

alibi.com/v/6zgl.

WELLNESS/FITNESS

GARDEN GATE DAY SPA AND SALON, Los Lunas

COMMUNITY

SATURDAY FEB 29

ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR

CENTER The Albuquerque Astronomical

Society Star Party. Craft activities, an

astronomy talk and night sky viewing with a

variety of telescopes. 6500 Coors Blvd NW.

5-9pm. ALL-AGES! 897-8831.

alibi.com/v/73iv.

SATURDAY FEB 29

PETSENSE, Rio Rancho Rocky Mountain

Cocker Spaniel Rescue Showcase. Cockers

available for adoption are on hand and would

just love a little belly rub so stop by and say

hi. All proceeds go to help the dogs with

check-ups, dental cleanings, surgeries and

more. 4300 Ridgecrest Dr. 11am-3pm.

ALL-AGES! (303) 617-1939. alibi.com/v/72ho.

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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nizing and rewarding creative excellence in adver-

tising throughout the state. 2600 Louisiana Blvd NE.

$35-$650. 6-10pm. 18+. 750-3670. alibi.com/v/72ha.

KIDS

JUAN TABO PUBLIC LIBRARY Little Leap Day

Leapers. Kids ages 5 to 10 accompanied by an adult

enjoy a hoppin’ good storytime with fun activities

and games. Registration required. 3407 Juan Tabo

Blvd NE. 11am-noon. 291-6260. alibi.com/v/71s4.

WELLNESS/FITNESS

CHINESE CULTURE CENTER Chin Na for Self

Defense. Learn the Chinese art of seizing and

grasping from an experienced instructor through

self defense applications and partner work. 427

Adams St SE. $80-$120. 10am-noon. 13+. 268-7023.

alibi.com/v/72ux.

GARDEN GATE DAY SPA AND SALON, Los Lunas

Valentine’s Couples Packages. 5 Thomas Rd. $179.

9am. 18+. See 2/27 listing.

MAMA’S MINERALS Intro to Crystals Class. An intro-

duction to metaphysics and crystal healing.

Reservations required. 800 20th Street NW.

10:30-11:30am. 13+. 266-8443. alibi.com/v/73hy.

YOGASAAR Yang Flow Yoga. Learn the Dao/Yin

tradition designed to enhance energy flow, build

concentration and promote balance. 2205 Silver Ave

SE. $10. 11am-noon. 13+. 227-7765.

alibi.com/v/6zzb.

SUNDAY MARCH 1

LEARN

ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY

Turning Collections into a Legacy. Learn how art and

collectible objects might feature in your legacy with

a discussion and Q&A featuring appraiser Joan

Caballero and attorney Kate Fitz Gibbon. 2000

Mountain Rd NW. $25. 2:30-4:30pm. 243-7255.

alibi.com/v/72h8.

BACHECHI OPEN SPACE Family Fun Days. Bring

the family and participate in fun, new activities inside

or grab a nature backpack and head outside. Each

month is a new theme and each week is a new expe-

rience. 9521 Rio Grande Blvd NW. Noon-5pm.

ALL-AGES! 314-0356. alibi.com/v/72fl.

WELLNESS/FITNESS

MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE Ballet Afrique

Contemporary Dance Basics. A beginner-friendly,

community-oriented dance class intended to build

strength and stamina, while inspiring dancers, new

or experienced, to move and to express themselves

with grace and joy. 3215 Central Ave NE. $17.

3:30-5pm. 13+. 366-4982. alibi.com/v/7385.
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MONDAY MARCH 2

NEW MEXICO GIFT AND FOOD SHOWCASE, Los

Ranchos VA Hospital Claim Clinic. Veterans learn

about the nuances and complicated details regarding

the VA and state veterans benefits. Bring your DD-

214 form. 6920 Fourth Street NW. 8:30am-4pm. 18+.

383-2414. alibi.com/v/6vin.

SELF SERVE How to Please a Penis: Better

Handjobs, Blowjobs and More. This class is for

anyone who has a dick in their life who wants to

show it some love. Sterilized dildos for practicing

provided. 112 Morningside Dr NE. $20. 6-7:30pm.

18+. 265-5815. alibi.com/v/72ym.

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO FOUNDATION, The

Rotunda The Grantsmanship Training Program. In

this hands-on training program learn and practice,

The Grantsmanship Center’s model for developing

a proposal, develop a budget and identify grant-

makers most likely to fund programs. 801 University

Blvd SE. $1095. 8:30am-4:30pm. ALL-AGES! (800)

421-9512. alibi.com/v/72sr.

WELLNESS/FITNESS

HILAND THEATER Zumba Fitness with Bentley.

Enjoy a high-energy workout whether you’re a

newcomer or seasoned dancer. Bring plenty of

water. 4800 Central Ave SE. $7. 5:45-6:45pm. 13+.

489-9168. alibi.com/v/6zrm.

TUESDAY MARCH 3

LEARN

ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Impact and Coffee. Nonprofit leaders, volunteers,

funders and people finding their place in the commu-

nity have a cup of coffee, hear about new social profit

ventures and innovation in a six-minute presentation

format. 624 Tijeras Ave NW. 9-10am.

alibi.com/v/73pn.

UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL NEW MEXICO

Preparing for Data Collection. Learn about the

different methods to plan your data collection

protocol and understand the benefits and costs of

data collection methods, including assessments,

surveys, interviews and more. 2340 Alamo Ave SE

#200. $35. 9am. 245-1727. alibi.com/v/6zlz.

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO FOUNDATION, The

Rotunda The Grantsmanship Training Program. 801

University Blvd SE. $1095. 8:30am-4:30pm.

ALL-AGES! See 3/2 listing.

WEDNESDAY MARCH 4

LEARN

RESONANT ESSENTIALS Dream Workshop. Learn

the language of dreaming with dream translator

Maribeth St Cyr, as she reviews different topics each

week. Dream journals required. 3107 Eubank Blvd

NE. $10. Noon-1:30pm. ALL-AGES! 250-4311.

alibi.com/v/73g1.

SELF SERVE Butt Stuff: How to Experiment with

Anal Play. This technique-focused class turns anal

fantasies into reality for folks wanting to take their

anal play to deeper penetration, prostate, pegging,

butt plug wearing and other anal adventures. 112

Morningside Dr NE. $20. 4pm. 18+. 265-5815.

alibi.com/v/72yn.

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO FOUNDATION, The

Rotunda The Grantsmanship Training Program. 801

University Blvd SE. $1095. 8:30am-4:30pm.

ALL-AGES! See 3/2 listing.

WELLNESS/FITNESS

HILAND THEATER Zumba Fitness with Bentley. 4800

Central Ave SE. $7. 5:45-6:45pm. 13+. See 3/2

listing.

NEW MEXICO SCHOOL OF YOGA Prana Vinyasa

Flow Yoga. This all-level class is drenched in

music, inspired by nature and emphasizes the

elemental qualities of each season. Leave with a

sense of connection, community, ritual and gratitude.

1111 Carlisle Blvd SE. $10. 6-7pm. ALL-AGES!

697-8507. alibi.com/v/6zn2.

MONDAY MARCH 2

LATIN AMERICAN & IBERIAN INSTITUTE

Cultural Appropriation and Assimilation in

the New Global Context. Gain an under-

standing of cultural appropriation, assimila-

tion and appreciation to contextualize the

way we interact with other cultures. 801 Yale

Blvd NE. 10am-11pm. alibi.com/v/73lu.

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.
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ART & LIT

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

FRIDAY FEB 28

ART

ALBUQUERQUE GARDEN CENTER Spiders’ Market

2020. Find fiber arts, clothing, jewelry and decorative

items handmade by members of Las Aranas

Spinners and Weavers Guild, along with a silent

auction in aid of Healthcare for the Homeless. 10120

Lomas Blvd NE. 9am-5pm. 21+. 366-7965.

alibi.com/v/7115.

STAGE

AUX DOG THEATRE The Glass Menagerie. This

reimagining of the masterpiece departs from tradi-

tion and casts the central character, Tom, as a 70-

year-old, intensifying the memory aspects of the

play with an innovative perspective to this classic.

3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE. $12-$23. 7:30pm. 13+.

596-0607. alibi.com/v/72zg.

MOTHER ROAD THEATRE COMPANY Shining City.

Set in present-day Dublin, a man seeks help from a

counselor, claiming to have seen the ghost of his

recently deceased wife, and explores what it means

to lose faith in God, relationships and one’s self.

6320 Domingo Rd NE. $18-$24. 7:30-9:30pm. 13+.

243-0596. alibi.com/v/72tv.

NATIONAL HISPANIC CULTURAL CENTER Frseno.

In this production a man haunted by his UFO abduc-

tion returns home to his dying repressive father and

half-brother to learn the truth about the disappear-

ance of his other beloved half-brother. 1701 Fourth

Street SW. 7-9pm. 18+. 903-1409. alibi.com/v/70gq.

VORTEX THEATRE The Heart is a Lonely Hunter.

The play explores a universal longing for connection,

where, at its center is John Singer, a lonely deaf

man, becomes the confidant to a constellation of

disparate souls. 2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $17-$24.

7:30pm. 13+. 247-8600. alibi.com/v/71yg.

SONG & DANCE

ALBUQUERQUE HIGH SCHOOL Albuquerque

Philharmonic Orchestra: Art and Music 10th

Anniversary Concert. Enjoy student artwork visual-

izing the orchestral music of Brahms, John Williams

and Modest Mussorgsky. 800 Odelia Road NE.

7:30-9pm. ALL-AGES! 433-7445. alibi.com/v/71m9.

RODEY THEATRE Meta/Physical. Enjoy a perform-

ance of the UNM Faculty Dance Concert under the

artistic direction of Donna Jewell. University of New

Mexico. $10-$15. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES!

alibi.com/v/73eq.

LEARN

MAMA’S MINERALS Knotting Class. Learn the

basics of bead knotting with basic techniques,

choosing the right cord wire, clasp selection and

clam shell use. Bring your own beads. Reservations

recommended. 800 20th Street NW. 5-6pm. 13+.

266-8443. alibi.com/v/73hw.

SATURDAY FEB 29

UN-17 LOUNGE Leap Day Craft Show. Find over

30 arts and crafts vendors and intuitive readers with

drinks available for purchase. 10126 Coors Blvd NW.

11am-5pm. 21+. 459-1866. alibi.com/v/7104.

WORDS

EL CHANTE: CASA DE CULTURA Elvira: Una Mujer

Immigrante Mexicana. Eduardo Hernández presents

his latest work, written in both Spanish and English

translation. 804 Park Ave SW. 4-6pm. ALL-AGES!

400-9201. alibi.com/v/73kz.

ORGANIC BOOKS Crazy and Functional: An Ask-

Me-Anything Event. Author, therapist and former

Alibi sex advice columnist Michelle L. Manning

discusses therapy that works, drawing from her

book. 111 Carlisle Blvd SE. 3-4:30pm. ALL-AGES!

553-3823. alibi.com/v/71l5.

PAGE ONE BOOKSTORE Joan E. Berish Signing

Event. The former Florida wildlife biologist talks

about her experiences and signs her memoir Fire

and Fauna: Tales of a Life Untamed. 5850 Eubank

Blvd NE. 4-5:30pm. ALL-AGES! 294-2026.

alibi.com/v/73fm.

TREASURE HOUSE BOOKS, Old Town Jill Lane

and Betty Bulldog Book Signing. The author and

her ambassadog sign the book On the Road with

Jack and Jill. Five dollars from each book sold bene-

fits Lap Dog Rescue of NM. 2012 South Plaza NW.

1-3pm. ALL-AGES! 505242704. alibi.com/v/731u.

ART

ALBUQUERQUE GARDEN CENTER Spiders’ Market

2020. 10120 Lomas Blvd NE. 9am-5pm. 21+. See

2/28 listing.

STAGE

AUX DOG THEATRE The Glass Menagerie. 3011

Monte Vista Blvd NE. $12-$23. 7:30pm. 13+. See

2/28 listing.

MOTHER ROAD THEATRE COMPANY Shining City.

6320 Domingo Rd NE. $18-$24. 7:30-9:30pm. 13+.

See 2/28 listing.

VORTEX THEATRE The Heart is a Lonely Hunter.

2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $17-$24. 7:30pm. 13+. See

2/28 listing.

SONG & DANCE

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Tablao Flamenco. 800 Rio

Grande Blvd NW. $10-$30. 8-9:15pm. 21+. See 2/28

listing.

N’MPOWER A Villainous Affair. This drag show,

hosted by Renee Toya-Bouvier, helps raise money

for local non-profits around NM. 136 Washington

St. SE. 3-6pm. ALL-AGES! alibi.com/v/70vo.

RODEY THEATRE Meta/Physical. University of New

Mexico. $10-$15. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 2/28

listing.

SOUTH VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY Baz Francis. The

internationally-traveled musician performs live. 3904

Isleta Blvd SW. Noon-1pm. ALL-AGES! 877-5170.

alibi.com/v/7239.

ST. STEPHEN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Solid Grounds Coffeehouse. Adler and Hearne’s

music is a signature blend of folk, jazz and blues

with deep Texas roots, including ballads, tributes,

children’s music, quirky story songs, spirituals and

anthems. 4601 Juan Tabo NE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!

298-9673. alibi.com/v/71iw.

SUNDAY MARCH 1

WORDS

B. RUPPE DRUGS A MindWell Musical: Musical

Healing. Enjoy an evening of singer-songwriters

and poetry to help us heal and hold one another up

as a community in these difficult times featuring

Daniel Blue, Matt Hopper and Walker Kass. 807

Fourth Street SW. $10. 6-9:30pm. ALL-AGES!

985-9708. alibi.com/v/72w3.

ORGANIC BOOKS Ella Joan Fenoglio Book Signing.

The author signs and discusses her two books A

Beautiful Time, a memoir of her mother’s final days,

and Retaggio, a fun story about the search for her

father’s birthplace in Italy. 111 Carlisle Blvd SE. 3pm.

ALL-AGES! 553-3823. alibi.com/v/72vm.

FRIDAY FEB 28

KIMO THEATRE Jimmie Vaughan. The

inspiring blues legend plays live. 423

Central Ave NW. 7:30-10pm. 768-3522.

alibi.com/v/734u.
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THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Thirsty Word.

Calling all poets for a monthly open mic hosted by

Jim Burbank. Ten poets may sign up for a three-

minute reading. 206 Broadway SE. 7-9pm. 21+.

639-5831. alibi.com/v/6wz2.

STAGE

AUX DOG THEATRE The Glass Menagerie. 3011

Monte Vista Blvd NE. $12-$23. 2pm. 13+. See 2/28

listing.

CELL THEATRE The Old White Lady Tells It. This

comic insight chronicles the making and the

unmaking of a racist, told with heartfelt affection

and warmth, a journey specific to her own expe-

riences and universal to many. 700 First Street

NW. $20. 4-5:15pm. 15+. 766-9412.

alibi.com/v/72yb.

MOTHER ROAD THEATRE COMPANY Shining

City. 6320 Domingo Rd NE. $18-$24. 2pm. 13+.

See 2/28 listing.

POPEJOY HALL 1984. In this stage production,

George Orwell’s prolific dystopian future unfolds

as Aquila Theatre performs an evocative and inno-

vative story told through the company’s bold,

physical style. 203 Cornell Dr NE. $25-$65. 3-5pm.

277-9771. alibi.com/v/6xan.

VORTEX THEATRE The Heart is a Lonely Hunter.

2900 Carlisle Blvd NE. $17-$24. 2pm. 13+. See

2/28 listing.

SONG & DANCE

MAPLE STREET DANCE SPACE It Had to Be Hafiz.

A mystical mashup of Sufi poetry and the

American Jazz Songbook with Patty Stephens, Pat

Rhoads, Romy Keegan and Rev. Drew Groves.

3215 Central Ave NE. 10-11am. ALL-AGES!

926-1565. alibi.com/v/73jw.
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FOOD

SUNDAY MARCH 1

RODEY THEATRE Meta/Physical.

University of New Mexico. $10-$15.

7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See 2/28 listing.

SATURDAY FEB 29

POPEJOY HALL Alice in Wonderland Ballet.

The NM Philharmonic and the NM Ballet

Company leap down the rabbit hole with

Alice for a fully staged, thrilling night of

music and dance. 203 Cornell Dr NE.

$22-$75. 6-8:30pm. ALL-AGES! 323-4343.

alibi.com/v/70zo.

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY FEB 27

PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY Community Pot Luck

Dinner. Enjoy a community meal at the art and

education center. Don’t forget to bring a contribu-

tion. 526 Washington St. FREE. 7-9pm. ALL-AGES!

alibi.com/v/70hd.

SATURDAY FEB 29

CENTRAL & UNSER LIBRARY Soup in the Stacks.

Learn to make quick, healthy and delicious soup.

Attendees taste the food and go home with a recipe

of this month’s special chickpea noodle soup. 8081

Central Ave NW. FREE. Noon-1pm. ALL-AGES!

768-4320. alibi.com/v/71rz.

CHERRY HILLS LIBRARY Yummy Eats: Spinach-

Feta Quesadilla. Learn to make a quesadilla filled

with cheese and fresh spinach with ingredients

provided. Registration required. For ages 10 and

up. 6901 Barstow St NE. FREE. 2-3pm. ALL-AGES!

857-8321. alibi.com/v/71s1.

TUESDAY MARCH 3

RIO BRAVO BREWING COMPANY Taco and Beer

Tower Tuesdays. Enjoy tacos for $2 and a 80oz

towers of beer to share. 1912 Second Street NW.

10am-10pm. ALL-AGES! 900-3909. alibi.com/v/72wi.

WEDNESDAY MARCH 4

THREE SISTERS KITCHEN Evening Market. Grab

dinner or a snack and buy groceries while

supporting local growers and food vendors. 109

Gold St SW. FREE. 5-7pm. ALL-AGES! 832-7236.

alibi.com/v/73fa.
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MONDAY MARCH 2

SONG & DANCE

RODEY THEATRE Meta/Physical. University of

New Mexico. $10-$15. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See

2/28 listing.

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK ‘Better Call

Saul’ Season 5 Watch Party. The BCS Three Strikes

Group hosts Marq and Ed with prizes, beer and

ABQ’s favorite show on the big screen. 1800

Fourth Street NW. 6-9pm. 243-6752.

alibi.com/v/73m8.

TUESDAY MARCH 3

SONG & DANCE

RODEY THEATRE Meta/Physical. University of

New Mexico. $10-$15. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See

2/28 listing.

FILM

ESTHER BONE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Rio Rancho

Marvel Movie Madness. Watch a Marvel film and

enter to win a gift card for Premier Cinemas. 950

Pinetree SE. 9am-5pm. ALL-AGES! 891-5012.

alibi.com/v/73hf.

WEDNESDAY MARCH 4

WORDS

MCLEOD YMCA Storycrafting. Bring a story, a

partial story or a gem of an idea and get input from

professional storytellers with over 200 years of

collective experience. 12500 Comanche Rd NE.

5:30-8:30pm. 18+. alibi.com/v/72zc.

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Poetry and

Beer. The longest running open mic and poetry

slam in Albuquerque welcomes all to listen, judge,

compete or just read. 1800 Fourth Street NW.

7:30-10pm. 243-6752. alibi.com/v/73mh.

SONG & DANCE

LOMAS-TRAMWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY Eastern NM

University Saxophone Quartet. The chamber

ensemble performs live. 908 Eastridge Dr NE.

6pm-7am. ALL-AGES! 291-6295. alibi.com/v/73p4.

RODEY THEATRE Meta/Physical. University of

New Mexico. $10-$15. 7:30pm. ALL-AGES! See

2/28 listing.



MARBLE BREWERY Whiskey Priest • indie, folk •

Few Miles South Duo • variety • 7pm • FREE • 21+

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid The Barbed Wires •

soul, blues • noon • The Palmer Brothers • variety •

Stephanie Hatfield • rock • 8pm

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Soviet Science Fair • Lost

Remotes • Death The Moon • TIDES. • post-hard-

core • 9pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Halfway Decent

Karaoke • 7pm • FREE • 21+

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Marie Black • folk •

5pm • 21+

SIDEWINDERS Once Every 4 Years Leap Year

Variety Birthday Bash • drag, burlesque • Marcus

TMX • Judam Jackson • 8pm • $5 • 21+

SISTER Carnaval Latino 2020 • Las Calakas •

cumbia, fusion • Baracutanga • Latin, folk fusion •

DJ Pancho A. Quiñones • 8pm • $10

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY The Vladville

Revue • Scar Letta • burlesque, belly dance • Royal

Wood III • stand-up comedy • Adam Bomb • drag •

6pm • FREE • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING CO. JD Nash • singer-song-

writer • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Snobby Vinyl

Night • DJ Clout • hip-hop • 6pm
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MUSIC

Compiled by Ashli Kesali. Submit your events at alibi.com/events.

THURSDAY FEB 27

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Rob

Roman • variety • 4:30pm • Chris Ravin Band •

classic rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Benny Bassett • acoustic

rock • 6pm • FREE

THE COUNTY LINE BBQ Open Mic with Skip

Batchelor • 6:30pm • ALL-AGES!

DIRTY BOURBON Nathan Dean and the Damn

Band • country, rock • 6pm • $5 • 21+

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO

Northern Revolution • Spanish, oldies, country •

8pm • FREE • 21+

LA LUNA BAKERY AND CAFE Above Average Open

Mic • 6:30pm • FREE • 13+

LAUNCHPAD Geoffrodamus  • variety  •

Mscottloveslife • Danyel Thomas • 9pm

LAVA ROCK BREWING COMPANY Alex Maryol •

blues, acoustic • 6pm • FREE • 21+

MONTE VISTA FIRE STATION Open Mic with Dee

Brown • 7pm • FREE • 21+

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT RJ

Perez • funk, blues • 7pm • FREE • 21+

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Halfway Decent

Karaoke • 7pm • 21+

SANDIAGO’S GRILL AT THE TRAM Tony and

Steve Duo • variety • 6pm

SIDE EFFEX Gal Pal Happy Hour • Sarah

Kennedy • pop, disco • 6pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Joel Leuvano • hip-hop, singer-songwriter,

funk • 7pm • FREE

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Shadow

Night • new wave, goth, dark wave • 6pm •

FREE • 21+

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Whiskey Priest • indie,

folk • 8:30pm • FREE • 21+

COMEDY

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Jackbox Party

Pack Night with Dan Pennington • improv

comedy • 7pm

FRIDAY FEB 28

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY, Rio Rancho Joe

De Rusha • variety • 4:30pm • Luna Blackstar •

rock, blues • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND

STREET TAPROOM Fair Trade Fusion • classic

rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY WESTSIDE

TAPROOM Marie Manning and the Escape •

variety • 4:30pm • Partners ‘N’ Crime • classic

rock • 7pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO

Gonzalo • Spanish, New Mexican, country • 9pm •

FREE • 21+

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER The Black Jacket

Symphony Presents: Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the

Moon • classic rock • 8pm

HOTEL ALBUQUERQUE Sage Cornelius • variety •

7:30pm • $20 • ALL-AGES!

ISLETA RESORT & CASINO The Commodores •

old school funk, motown, soul • 8pm

LAUNCHPAD Moonshine Blind • rock, country •

SuperGiant • stoner rock • Sorry Guero •

American death groove • Manhigh • 9pm

LAVA ROCK BREWING COMPANY Gershom

Brothers • folk, Americana • 8pm • FREE •

ALL-AGES!

MARBLE BREWERY Dusty Low  • folk,

Americana • Nosotros • salsa • 7pm • FREE •

21+

MINE SHAFT TAVERN, Madrid Lori Ottino and Erik

Sawyer • singer-songwriter, Americana, folk •

5pm • The Bus Tapes • funk, rock, country, folk,

jazz • 8pm

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE Positrax • variety • 11pm

M’TUCCI’S MODERNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT Lani

Nash • singer-songwriter • 8pm • FREE • 21+

SANDIA BAR, Corrales Chris Ravin • rock ’n’ roll •

7:30pm • FREE • 21+

SISTER Saintseneca • folk, rock • 8pm • $5

SUNSHINE THEATER Pepper • rock • Kash’d Out •

The Elovaters • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Johnny Wayne Lloyd •

Americana, folk, country • 6pm 

TRACTOR BREWING FOUR HILLS Uptown Jazz

Sessions • Artha Meadors • jazz • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Gin and Jazz:

Roarin’ ’20s Edition • Le Chat Lunatique • Gypsy

jazz, swing • Eddie Brewer and the Manic Episodes •

jazz, bossa nova • 6pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE DJ Flo Fader •

hip-hop • 6pm

COMEDY

BOX PERFORMANCE SPACE AND IMPROV

THEATRE The Post • improv comedy • 10:15pm

STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Josh

Blue • stand-up comedy • 7pm • • 9:30pm

TRICKLOCK PERFORMANCE LABORATORY

Headliners 505 Comedy Presents Friday Night

Fools • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $10 • 18+

SATURDAY FEB 29

B2B2 BARRIO UPTOWN Saturday Night Jazz •

Shimon’s Free Agents • jazz • 6:30pm • FREE •

ALL-AGES!

BLACK SNOUT BREWHOUSE Johnny Lloyd •

country • 8pm • FREE • 18+

THE COOPERAGE Son Como Son • Cuban salsa •

9:30pm • $10 • 21+

DIRTY BOURBON Logan Mize • modern country •

6pm • $10 • 21+

HIGH AND DRY BREWING ABQ Vinyl Meetup •

2pm • FREE • ALL-AGES!

KMRD, Madrid Alien Space Kitchen • space rock •

6:30pm • $10 • ALL-AGES!

LAUNCHPAD Fayuca • reggae, rock • Reviva • The

Riddims • Slums of Harvard • 9pm

LEGENDS THEATER @ ROUTE 66 CASINO Tesla •

hard rock, hair metal • 8pm

THURSDAY FEB 27

SUNSHINE THEATER Kottonmouth Kings •

hip-hop • (hed) Planet Earth • rapcore •

Whitney Peyton • rap • 8pm

SATURDAY FEB 29

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER 18th Annual

Breakin Hearts • hip-hop, cypher • Shuga

Shane • Speed One • noon • ALL-AGES!

FRIDAY FEB 28

DIRTY BOURBON Honky Tonk For Hope: A

Fundraiser For Casa Esperanza • 5pm • 21+

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Danny the Harp •

acoustic variety • 6pm

ZINC WINE BAR & BISTRO Jade Masque • rock,

Latin, jazz, world, funk, beat, fusion • 8:30pm •

FREE • 21+

COMEDY

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE Comedy Night • stand-

up comedy • 8:30pm • FREE

RED VELVET UNDERGROUND Saturday Stand-Up

Spectacular • stand-up comedy • 9:30pm • $5 •

18+

STAGE @ SANTA ANA STAR, Bernalillo Josh

Blue • stand-up comedy • 7pm • • 9:30pm

SUNDAY MARCH 1

KILT CHECK BREWING COMPANY Tobyriffic

Karaoke Show • 3pm

LAUNCHPAD Maoli • reggae • 9pm

MOONLIGHT LOUNGE The Shadowmen • rocka-

billy • Mozzy Dee • blues, singer-songwriter • DJ

Valens • beats, grooves • 9pm

SISTER B. Dolan • hip-hop • 8pm • $10

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY I’ve Got a Uke

and I’m Not Afraid to Use It • acoustic • 5:30pm •

FREE

COMEDY

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY SECOND

STREET TAPROOM Smooth Sundays Comedy

Open Mic • stand-up comedy • 6:30pm • FREE •

21+

MONDAY MARCH 2

LAUNCHPAD Ramirez • hardcore • 8pm

PIGGY’S SQUEEKEASY Open Mic: Be In • 7pm •

FREE • ALL-AGES!

SUNSHINE THEATER Overkill • thrash metal •

Exhorder • Hydraform • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING CO. Old-Time Jam Circle •

7:30pm

COMEDY

FOUNDERS SPEAKEASY Idiot Revolution Open

Mic • stand-up comedy • 8pm • FREE • 21+

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY OG Monday: A

Comedy Open Mic • stand-up comedy • 7:30pm •

FREE • 21+

TUESDAY MARCH 3

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO

Karaoke • 7pm • FREE • 21+

HISTORIC EL REY THEATER Liquid Stranger •

dubstep • 7pm

RED DOOR BREWING COMPANY Jam Night •

5pm • Bring Your Own Vinyl • 6pm • FREE • 21+

STEEL BENDER BREWYARD Adam Hooks and His

Hangups • Americana, garage rock • 6pm

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Folk Festival

Jam • 7pm • FREE

TRACTOR BREWING WELLS PARK Wizards

Karaoke • 8pm

TRACTOR BREWING WESTSIDE Karaoke • 7pm

COMEDY

RAW AND SAUCE ULTRALOUNGE Open Mic

Comedy Night • 8pm • FREE • 21+

WEDNESDAY MARCH 4

FIRST TURN LOUNGE @ THE DOWNS CASINO

Karaoke • 7pm • FREE • 21+

MONTE VISTA FIRE STATION Memphis P-Tails

Jam Session • 7pm • FREE • 21+

THIRSTY EYE BREWING COMPANY Jared

Warren • Americana • 7:30pm • FREE

RED DOOR BREWING DOWNTOWN TAPROOM

Casual Wednesdays Open Mic • stand-up

comedy • 7:30pm • FREE • 21+

  CALENDARS
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predictably, awry and ends with Ms. Abdul
(playing herself) delivering a WWE-style
clothesline to one of the guys and
promising vengeance. 

Cut to some 30 years later and the
quartet of merry pranksters are eating at a
Red Lobster (which must have coughed up
at least half of this film’s $1,000+ budget
to plug the hell out of its Cheddar Bay
Biscuits). Who should they run into at the
chain restaurant but Paula Abdul?
Apparently she’s forgotten about the
juvenile shenanigans and is now a dyed-in-
the-wool fan of “Impractical Jokers.” Paula
hands over some VIP passes to her big
show in Miami. But—horror of horrors—
there are only three passes. Naturally, the
boys decide to take a cross-country road
trip in grandma’s old car, filming pranks
along the way. The “loser” will be forced to
sit out the concert. Which isn’t real anyway. 

As you might expect, the “scripted”
sequences setting up the story are painfully
contrived at best. Our stars don’t put a lot
of effort into convincing us any of this is
“real” or “believable” or “worth spending
any time on.” Writer-producer-director
Chris Henchy (Will Ferrell’s longtime

Impractical Jokers: The Movie

Why, God, why?

REEL WORLD

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

FILM | REVIEW by Devin D. O’Leary

Story Time

Motion picture writer/director/producer

(Beethoven, The Flintstones, Jingle All the

Way, Snow Dogs, Are We There Yet?) and

occasional University of New Mexico

instructor Brian Levant started his Sitcom

Boot Camp at UNM three years ago. The

annual six-week class allows a small

number of students to create, develop,

rewrite (and rewrite and rewrite) an original

half-hour, network-style pilot for a situation

comedy. This Thursday, Feb. 27, Levant’s

students are set to show off their skills by

staging a live reading of this year’s finished

sitcom script, “Showdown in Lobo Village.”

The reading—which also happens to be the

class’ final exam—takes place from 7 to

8:30pm at the Elizabeth Waters Center for

Dance (located inside Carlisle Gym on

UNM’s Main Campus). Students and local

professional actors have been tapped to

participate. Levant says the popular annual

event showcases his “pride in the quality of

UNM’s fast-expanding Film & Digital Arts

Department,” and he promises that this

year’s reading will be a “rousing show.”

This event is open to the public. Admission

is free.

Straight From the Source

Jennifer Jenkins, an English professor at the

University of Arizona, will be at the Museum

of International Folk Art on Sunday, March 1

from 2 to 4:30pm to discuss her

Tribesourcing Project. Tribesourcing is

described as a “digital humanities project”

where existing “social studies” films from

the American Indian Film Gallery, made in

the 1950s and ’60s, are re-recorded with

new narration by Native American

community members and tribal elders. This

“tribesourcing” method allows for

identification and dissemination of local

knowledge that might otherwise be lost.

During the talk Jenkins will demonstrate

how the merging of old video and new

audio works on tribesourcing.com. The

Museum of International Folk Art is located

at 706 Camino Lego in Santa Fe.

Local + Independent

The New Mexico Film Foundation teams up

with the Jean Cocteau Cinema to present

another local “Indie Screening” on Tuesday,

March 3 from 7 to 9pm. In addition to

offering a glimpse at more than 15 New

Mexico filmmakers’ shorts, trailers and

works in progress, this month’s Indie

Screening will present this year’s winner of

the George R.R. Martin Screenwriting Grant.

Tickets to this event are $5. The Jean

Cocteau Cinema is located at 418

Montezuma Ave. in Santa Fe. For more info

go to nmfilmfoundation.org.

Muppet Man

In conjunction with its ongoing Jim Henson

exhibit, the Albuquerque Museum (2000

Mountain Rd. NW) screens the

documentary Jim Henson in Performance

this Wednesday, March 4, starting at

10am. The film focuses on Henson’s

talents as a performer, inhabiting such

iconic characters as Kermit the Frog, Rowlf

the Dog, Ernie and the Swedish Chef. Rare

archival footage illuminates the

development and evolution of these classic

Muppets and more. Museum Director

Andrew Connors introduces the film and

discusses Henson’s cultural impact.

Admission to the film is free. There is a $5

special exhibit surcharge to view The Jim

Henson Exhibition: Imagination Unlimited.

Submit Early

Entries for the 12th annual Santa Fe

Independent Film Festival are now open.

This Wednesday, March 4 is the Early Bird

Deadline. Features can be submitted until

then for only $45. Shorts are $40. New

Mexico student films are free to enter.

Some $3,500 in prize money is up for grabs

in a variety of categories (including

Documentary and Narrative). You can

submit your films through filmfreeway.com.

For complete info go to

santafeindependentfilmfestival.com/

submit-a-film. The 2020 SFIFF is scheduled

to take place Oct. 14 through 18. a

writing partner and the cofounder of
Funny or Die) contributes the minimum
effort necessary to get these shots on
camera. Sloppy lensing, choppy editing
and some dialogue that feels “improvised”
at best don’t do a lot to separate this
theatrical release from its basic cable roots.

That leaves, of course, the assorted
hidden camera pranks that got the Jokers
here in the first place. How much you
enjoy them here will depend entirely on
how much you have enjoyed them
previously. An opening sequence about a
mall Santa in July serves to confuse some
children and not much else. Carrying an
urn full of ashes while testing out eulogy
lines on strangers and goofy job interviews
with the Atalanta Hawks might raise a few
chuckles. Lord knows they make the four
stars bust a gut.

Look, Joe, Sal, Q and Murr are perfectly
genial guys and are clearly game for
anything. I’m sure they’d be among the
more entertaining relatives at your family’s
annual Thanksgiving gathering. Clearly
they’re having some stupid fun here.
Unlike the Coronavirus, however, the fun is
not all that infectious. At the end of the
day, Impractical Jokers: The Movie isn’t as
aggressively stupid a movie as, say, Brahms:
The Boy II. It is, however, less of an actual
movie. And it’s frankly puzzling to see it in
real movie theaters, competing for box
office dollars. God help us all if its minimal
success inspires truTV to greenlight The
Carbonaro Effect: The Movie. a

We already live in a country
heavily divided by politics and
culture. Worldwide, economic

inequities have lead to a fracturing of
society that often pits the increasingly
fewer “haves” against the increasingly
greater “have-nots.” Life, these days, is
tough. So why would Hollywood ask us to
endure something like Impractical Jokers:
The Movie? Haven’t we suffered enough?

Granted, the hidden camera prank
show “Impractical Jokers” has lured
enough viewers on truTV to pay for its
timeslot and to keep the cheap-to-produce
show running for a surprisingly lengthy
eight seasons. But who, exactly, was
clamoring for a feature-length theatrical
version? Stu, that one 12-year-old superfan
in Kenosha? A tiny cabal of middle-aged
single dudes who all live in studio
apartments and own worn-out VHS copies
of 1995’s The Jerky Boys: The Movie? Non-
fans—and they are in the vast majority of
moviegoers—couldn’t care less. And it
seems doubtful that the weekly viewership
of “Impractical Jokers” (something in the
neighborhood of 768,000 18-to-49-year-
olds) will actually get off the couch and
trek to a movie theater to see something
they could watch at home for free. But
here we are.

All the way back in 2011, middle-aged
doofuses Joe Gatto, Salvatore Vulcano,
Brain “Q” Quinn and James “Murr”
Murray (aka “The Tenderloins”) created
“Impractical Jokers” as a hybrid
reality/prank show somewhere between
“Candid Camera,” “Punk’d,” and Borat.
Only dumber. For each segment of the
show, one of the guys dons an earpiece and
is put into a wacky situation in which the
other three guys tell him what to do and
say. Refuse to comply and you “lose.” The
show isn’t predicated so much on jokes.
The guys aren’t required to actually come
up with much in the way of humorous
situations or funny lines. They just have to
torture one another until someone breaks.
Think “Jackass” but with fewer emergency
room visits. Hey, that Downton Abbey movie
made money for PBS—why can’t truTV do
the same? 

The “movie” starts out by having
longtime Long Island pals Joe, Sal, Q and
Murr playing themselves back in high
school, circa 1992. Seems the boys are
desperate to see hitmaker Paula Abdul in
concert and come up with the crazy idea of
dressing up like security guards and
sneaking into the show. It all goes,

The increased theatrical budget on Impractical Jokers: The Movie allowed for a single novelty

T-shirt and an elevator.

Impractical Jokers: 

The Movie

Written and directed by Chris Henchy

Starring Brian Quinn, Joe Gatto,

James Murray, Sal Vulcano

Rated PG-13

Now playing.
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When you think about it, it was
really kind of inevitable.
The countless tiny

rivulets of over-the-top
subscription streaming
services (Netflix, Hulu,
Amazon Prime, Disney
Plus, Apple TV+, Peacock,
Sony Crackle, YouTube
Premium, Vudu, Tubi, Quibi)
are finally starting to coalesce,
slowly merging into what will
eventually be one raging
Mississippi River of media
information. In October of last
year, “Idiot Box” schooled you on
the plans for AT&T-owned mass
media conglomerate WarnerMedia
to mash its various revenue streams
into one. That basically boils down to
HBO’s pre-existing HBO Now
streaming service joining forces with
Warner Bros.’ long-promised, yet-to-launch
streaming service to form HBO Max, your
new one-stop monthly subscription service
for all things Warner (HBO, CNN, TBS,
TNT, TruTV, Cartoon Network, Adult
Swim, TCM, Warner Bros., New Line,
Crunchy Roll, Looney Tunes, The CW, DC
Comics). 

That was followed, late last year, by news
that CBS and Viacom would merge
together to form ViacomCBS. That means
that Hollywood’s third major media
conglomerate (behind Disney and
WarnerMedia) is now the home to CBS,
Showtime, MTV, Nickelodeon, Paramount
Pictures and the publishing firm of Simon
& Schuster. As with the HBO/Warner
merger, this leaves ViacomCBS with a

number of streaming services
(including Showtime
Anytime, BET Plus and
Pluto TV) which now seem
like they’re competing
against one another. The
solution: Smash ’em
together! The mildly
successful CBS All
Access (home to all
things “Star Trek”) is
now set to merge
with all of Viacom’s
other brands to
offer a wide slate
of movies and
TV in a brand
spankin’ new,

yet-to-be-named
streaming service.

The first visible impact of this
corporate merger is actually CBS All Access’
“Picard.” As fans who’ve been watching
know, the “Star Trek: The Next
Generation” spin-off ties heavily into the
“Kelvin Timeline” used in Paramount’s
most recent Star Trek movies. (If you don’t
understand, ask a Trekkie.) Until recently,
that wasn’t possible because—thanks to the
often convoluted nature of corporate
America—the “Star Trek” TV shows were
controlled by CBS, while the Star Trek
movies were owned by Paramount Pictures.
Now, that they’re finally both part of the
same corporate family, you can expect even
more Trek on Trek action. There’s the half-
hour animated sitcom “Lower Decks,” the
Michelle Yeoh-led Section 31 spin-off and a
whole bunch more shows lined up in the
photon tube. 

But the new platform will move CBS
All Access beyond the Star Trek business
with the help of some added bonus
content. Since its launch in 2014, CBS All
Access has been one of the more anemic
streaming services out there. You get full-
season stacks of most current CBS shows
(feel free to rewatch “Big Brother” all you
want), a library of classic shows (“Cheers,”
“MacGyver”) and a handful of CBS All
Access originals (“Star Trek: Discovery,”
“Star Trek: Shorts,” “Star Trek: Picard”
and … um … Oh, yeah that “Twilight
Zone” remake with Jordan Peele). To that
you can eventually add a bunch of new
Viacom-owned content—what ViacomCBS
CEO Bob Bakish promises will include
“30,000 episodes of TV and up to 1,000
movies.” What those actually consist of
remains to be seen. Nickelodeon, BET,
MTV and Comedy Central are all Viacom
properties, so perhaps we’ll be able to
access old episodes of “You Can’t Do That
on Television,” “Sistas,” “Yo! MTV Raps”
and “Drawn Together.” (Just don’t expect
Comedy Central’s “South Park.” That was
already sold off to HBO Max.)

ViacomCBS has promised a “soft
launch” of the revamped service
sometime later this year. No word on
when that will be or what it will cost. (CBS
All Access currently charges $5.99 a
month with commercials and $9.99
without.) But rest assured: No matter
what, it will definitely be one more
multinational corporate streaming service
filled with random content that you’ll
have the privilege of paying a monthly
fee to watch. a

THE WEEK IN

SLOTH

breaking point, however, when Ally’s estranged
father (Michael McKean from “Lavern & Shirley,”
This Is Spinal Tap and “Better Call Saul”) appears on
their doorstep, essentially adding a third child to
the mix. Simon Blackwell (“Veep,” “Peep Show”)
and Chris Addison (“Veep,” “The Thicke of It”) are
the minds behind this bitter British sitcom.

TUESDAY 3

“America’s Choice 2020: Super Tuesday” (CNN
3pm) A whole mess of states hold their primary
elections and caucuses today. At some point, we
might have a solid clue as to who will be running
against Donald Trump for the presidency. Most of
the broadcast networks are waiting until 8 or 9pm to
start their coverage. But if you’re particularly
anxious, CNN starts their day-long coverage at
3pm. You can spend the afternoon nervously
Facebooking as the vote count creeps from 1
percent reporting to 2 percent reporting.

WEDNESDAY 4

“Volcano Live! with Nik Wallenda” (KOAT-7 7pm)
You can’t beat high-wire balancing acts for that
special combination of thrilling and tedious. Tonight,
the legendary seventh-generation tightroper Nik
Wallenda—who already walked across Niagara Falls—
spends half an hour or so (out of a two-hour show)
pussyfooting across an active volcano in Nicaragua.

“Dave” (FXX 8pm) Kevin Hart is the producer behind
this sitcom inspired by the life of unlikely Jewish
rapper/comedian Lil Dicky (a.k.a. Dave Burd)—who
racked up a million views on YouTube in 24 hours for
his 2013 music video “Ex-Boyfriend.” a

with her husband after the 1986 People Power
Revolution. In addition to following her time as wife to
notorious dictator Ferdinand Marcos, the film watches,
somewhat aghast, as Mrs. Marcos works to get her son,
Bongbong Marcos, appointed to increasingly
prominent political posts.

SATURDAY 29

“Fire Fight Australia Concert” (KRQE-DT2 10pm) This
concert, recorded on Feb. 16, is aimed at raising money
for rural and regional recovery efforts in the wake of the
devastating Australian bushfires. The somewhat eclectic
musical guest list includes 5 Seconds of Summer, Alice
Cooper, Icehouse, k.d. lang, Michael Bublé, Olivia
Newton-John and Queen + Adam Lambert.

SUNDAY 1

“Dispatches from Elsewhere” (AMC 8:08pm) This
oddball anthology series centers on a group of ordinary
people (Jason Segel, Richard E. Grant, Sally Field,
Andre Benjamin among them) who stumble across a
puzzle hiding “just beyond the veil of everyday life.” It’s
based, somehow, on “Games of Nonchalance,” a sort of
ARG (alternate reality game) experience that unfolded
on the streets of San Francisco courtesy of Northern
California artist collective Nonchalance.

MONDAY 2

“Breeders” (FX 11pm) Martin Freeman (“The Office,”
“Sherlock,” The Hobbit) and Daisy Haggard
(“Episodes,” “Back to Life”) are a couple of loving,
attentive parents—despite the fact that they
sometimes want to kill their two children. Their
overflowing lives of family and career reach the

THURSDAY 27

“Followers” (Netflix streaming anytime) From Japan
comes this trendy drama about an aspiring young
actress (Elaiza Ikeda) who hits it big when a candid
Instagram post from a famous photographer (Miki
Nakatani, who also directs) blows up on the Internet.

FRIDAY 28

“Queen Sono” (Netflix streaming anytime) How
about a little spy thriller out of South Africa? A
highly trained undercover agent (Pearl Thusi from
“The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency”) must take on
her most dangerous mission while dealing with a
crisis in her personal life. This marks Netflix’s first
original series out of Africa. Expect more in the
future, including a teen drama from South Africa
and an animated sci-fi series out of Zambia.

“Toy Boy” (Netflix streaming anytime) Continuing
the international theme, Netflix pulls this sexy crime
drama out of Brazil. After seven years in a Málaga
prison, a male stripper (Jesús Mosquera) is released
pending retrial and sets out to prove his former lover
framed him for her husband’s murder. Think Just
Mercy mixed with Magic Mike.

The Kingmaker (Showtime 7pm) Showtime’s newest
documentary looks into the life of controversial
Filipino first lady Imelda Marcos, deposed along

Don’t Cross the Streams

Latest media merger changes channels
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Mangal Saavdhan. In Hindi with English

subtitles. 117 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Fri-

day 2/28 at Century 14 Downtown)

RETURNING

Back to the Future (1985)

The ’80s were epitomized in this glossy sci-

fi comedy in which a young Michael J. Fox

travels back in time to the ’50s and meets

his high school-aged parents. It still holds

up as a solid piece of popcorn entertain-

ment. Sequels followed, but the original is

best. 116 minutes. PG. (Saturday 2/29 at

Flix Brewhouse)

Fantastic Fungi (2019)

Pioneering time-lapse photographer Louie

Schwarzberg helms this hagiographic doc-

umentary about how mushrooms are the

coolest thing on planet Earth. Renowned

scientists and amateur mycologists testify

about the unusual properties of spores,

molds and fungi—and the ways in which

they might just save the planet. Reviewed

in v28 i49. 81 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Fri-

day 2/28 at Guild Cinema)

The Graduate (1967)

Mike Nichols’ seminal, late-’60s comedy

about a disillusioned college grad (the un-

forgettable Dustin Hoffman) who finds him-

self torn between his girlfriend (Katharine

Ross) and her hot mom (Anne Bancroft) is

back on the big screen. It was nominated

for seven Academy Awards and took

home Best Director. 106 minutes. Unrated.

(Opens Friday 2/28 at SUB Theater)

My Neighbor Totoro (1988)

This kiddie classic is master Japanese ani-

mator Hayao Miyazaki’s most impossibly

charming film. Two little girls move to a

rural house to be near their ailing mother

and are soon befriended by a giant, fuzzy

spirit of the forest. The story is super sim-

ple, but the film is simply irresistible. 86

minutes. G. (Opens Monday 3/2 at Flix

Brewhouse)

North By Northwest (1959)

The one with Cary Grant, Eva Marie Saint,

James Mason, one very dangerous crop

duster and a trip to Mount Rushmore. A

case of mistaken identity has foreign spy

Mason pursuing innocent New Yorker

Grant. For a paranoid thriller, this Alfred

Hitchcock classic is packed with breezy fun.

Portrait of a Lady on Fire

Lauded at this year’s Cannes Film Festival,

this historical romance heads back to 1760

France to tell the story of Marianne (Noémie

Merlant), an artist commissioned to paint a

wedding portrait of Héloise (Adele Haenel),

a young woman who has just left the con-

vent. Because her subject is a reluctant

bride-to-be, Marianne is brought into the

household not as a painter, but as a com-

panion to the young woman. Observing

Héloise during the day and painting her in

secret at night, Marianne finds herself be-

coming more and more intimate with her

subject. In French and Italian with English

subtitles. 121 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Fri-

day 12/20 at Century Rio, High Ridge)

Portrait of a Lady on FIre

The French get both arty and erotic in this

period romance. On an isolated island in

Brittany, circa 1770, a female painter named

Marianne (Noemie Merlant) is hired to paint

a wedding portrait of shy young bride

Heloise (Adele Haenel). As the painting

takes shape, the two women find them-

selves growing attracted to one another.

Writer-director Céline Sciamma (Tomboy,

Girlhood) envisions the whole thing as a

lush, elegant, symbol-laden and emotionally

devastating Old Master artwork. In French

with English subtitles. 122 minutes. R.

(Opens Thursday 2/27 at Century Rio, High

Ridge)

Seberg

Kristen Stewart stars as French New Wave

icon Jane Seberg in this 1960s-set biopic

centering on the time that J. Edgar Hoover’s

FBI targeted her because of her political and

romantic involvement with civil rights ac-

tivist Hakim Jamal. Noted stage director

Benedict Andrews cuts his teeth on his first

feature film here, delivering something that

threatens to become an insightful character

drama but gets bogged down in rote histori-

cal facts. 102 minutes. Unrated. (Opens

Thursday 2/27 at Century Rio, High Ridge)

Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan

Best buds Kartik (Ayushmann Khurrana) and

Aman (Jitendra Kumar) experience a rough

time on the road to love—with each other

(which is a major rarity for Indian cinema)!

Kartik isn’t going to step back until he mar-

ries Aman, but the duo have difficulty con-

vincing Aman’s family that they’re really two

dudes in love. This same-sex rom-com is

actually a spin-off of the 2017 film Shubh

NEW

Beanpole

In post-WWII Leningrad, two women (new-

comers Viktoria Miroshnichenko and Vasil-

isa Perelygina) bond with one another after

fighting side by side as anti-aircraft gun-

ners. In the ruins of the once great city, left

in physical and emotional tatters by war,

the women search for meaning and hope

in the struggle to rebuild their lives. In

Russian with English subtitles. 137 minutes.

Unrated. (Opens Tuesday 3/3 at Guild Cin-

ema)

Corpus Christi

A 20-year-old man (Bartosz Bielenia) expe-

riences a spiritual transformation while in a

youth detention center. Though his violent

criminal history prevents him from officially

serving as a member of the clergy, he

nonetheless pursues his dream by dress-

ing as a priest and ministering to a small-

town parish. Does this count as deception

or an act of faith? This dense, ambiguous

(and sometimes rather funny) drama is

(very loosely) based on a true story. In Pol-

ish with English subtitles. 116 minutes. Un-

rated. (Opens Tuesday 3/3 at Guild

Cinema)

Hai Tang Hong

This Chinese drama relates the tragic story

of an opera artist who “exposes the op-

pression and bullying of the opera artists

by the evil forces in the old times, praises

the great love of the world and embodies

the traditional virtues of the Chinese Na-

tion.” If that’s not a government-approved

synopsis, I don’t know what is. This one’s a

remake of the 1955 melodrama of the

same name. In Mandarin with English sub-

titles. 136 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Thurs-

day 2/28 at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

The Invisible Man

Universal Pictures has given up on its Mar-

vel Cinematic Universe-inspired “Dark Uni-

verse” in which classic Universal Monsters

join forces in heroic solidarity. (Tom

Cruise’s crappy take on The Mummy kinda

killed that idea.) Instead, we’re getting

some re-imagined reboots. Here, Elisabeth

Moss (“Mad Men”) stars as a terrified

woman whose abusive, gaslighting ex-

boyfriend (a scientist) commits suicide—

only to show up at her house later, very

much alive and invisible. Naturally, nobody

believes her. Writer-director Leigh Whan-

nell (Saw, Insidious) finds a clever hook on

which to hang this revisionist take. It’s no

Universal Studios classic, but it’s a interest-

ing start. 124 minutes. R. (Opens Thursday

2/27 at Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown,

AMC Albuquerque 12, Flix Brewhouse,

Icon Cinemas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho

Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium

16, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, 

Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Mad Lab Theater: Experiments 6—Mix

Tape

This month’s mad-science mix of video art,

experimental cinema, works in progress,

secret samples, delicious deep cuts and

random audio-visual performances centers

on the theme of “Mix Tape.” That basically

means anything can happen, so expect a

grab bag of sight and sound from organiz-

ers Ren Adams, Beth Hansen and the Base-

ment Films crew. 75 minutes. Unrated.

(Opens Thursday 3/5 at Guild Cinema)

Once Were Brothers: Robbie Robertson

and The Band

Daniel Roher’s new documentary captures

the onstage magic and backstage dysfunc-

tion of these iconic American rockers. Rare

archival footage, photography, music and

interviews with Robertson’s friends and

collaborators (Martin Scorsese, Bruce

Springsteen, Eric Clapton, Van Morrison)

combine to form a captivating tour of musi-

cal history. 102 minutes. Unrated. (Opens

Friday 2/28 at Guild Cinema, High Ridge)

131 minutes. Unrated. (Opens Sunday 3/1

at Icon Cinemas Albuquerque)

The Thing (1982)

John Carpenter mounts one of the most

convincing arguments ever for remaking

old films with his cult classic. In teaming up

with makeup effects genius Rob Bottin,

Carpenter puts a gory, modern spin on the

1951 monster movie. Kurt Russell is awe-

some as the hard-bitten helicopter pilot

battling a shapeshifting space alien (and his

own paranoia) at the South Pole. This is a

Dark Room Horror special presentation.

109 minutes. R. (Opens Saturday 2/29 at

Guild Cinema)

Watchmen (2009)

Zack Snyder (Dawn of the Dead, 300) does

his best to cram Alan Moore and Dave Gib-

bons’ epic graphic novel into a jam-packed

163 minutes. It’s the ’80s. America has won

the Vietnam War. Nixon is still president.

And superheroes are outlawed. When one

of these retired crime fighters is murdered,

rebellious hero Rorschach visits his old

compatriots to figure out who’s killing

whom and to what end. Snyder’s devotion

to retaining the original book’s pitch-black,

neon-colored vision is admirable. Go binge

HBO’s “Watchmen” immediately afterward.

Reviewed in v18 i11. 163 minutes. R.

(Opens Wednesday 3/4 at Flix Brewhouse)

STILL PLAYING

1917

Sam Mendes (American Beauty, Revolution-

ary Road, Skyfall) directs the epic and techni-

cally ingenious tale of World War I. Two

young British privates are given the impossi-

ble mission of delivering a message deep

within enemy territory, preventing 1,600

young soldiers from walking into a trap. This

entire film, inspired by a true historical inci-

dent, is shot and edited to appear as a single,

uninterrupted take unfolding in real time. The

story feels familiar, but the visuals are grip-

ping. 119 minutes. R. (Century Rio, AMC Al-

buquerque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere

Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,

Cottonwood Stadium 16)

The Assistant

The first narrative feature from documentary

filmmaker Kitty Green (Ukraine is Not a

Brothel) is a minimalist, fly-on-the-wall look

at a day in the life of a lowly office assistant

to a big film industry mogul. Poor Jane (Julia

Garner, “Ozark”) spends her day making

copies, answering phones, picking up dry

cleaning, ordering lunch, basically doing all

the boring things you expect an office assis-

tant does. Buried under all of this tedium is a

glacially building story about sexual harass-

ment in the #MeToo era. Our main charac-

ter doesn’t actually experience any

harassment herself. Nor does she actually

see any. But she quietly suspects that her

Harvey Weinstein-like boss might be sleep-

ing with assorted actresses and employees.

She responds mostly by keeping her head

down and saying nothing. As a portrait of

the silence that creates these sexist environ-

ments, The Assistant is probably quite accu-

rate. But as a drama, is stultifying. Reviewed

in v29 i8. 87 minutes. R. (High Ridge)

Bad Boys For Life

A good 25 years after they exhausted most

of the clichés of the buddy cop genre in Bad

Boys, Will Smith and Martin Lawrence return

for some familiar action movie shenanigans.

This time around they’re trying to stop the vi-

cious leader of a Miami drug cartel. The

jokes mostly revolve around the idea that,

you know, they’re older than they were 25

years ago. But the old-school action-comedy

vibe is appropriately infectious. 123 minutes.

R. (Flix Brewhouse, Century Rio, Century 14

Downtown, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cin-

emas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere

Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,

Cottonwood Stadium 16)

The Invisible Man
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house Productions (Paranormal Activity, The

Purge, Insidious, Sinister, Truth or Dare,

Happy Death Day, Ouija) sends Lucy Hale

(“Pretty Little Liars”) and a bunch of young

folks to a magical tropical island that prom-

ises to make their fondest dreams come

true, but actually brings their darkest night-

mares to life instead. (You’re not gonna earn

stars on Yelp with that business plan, guys.)

The film also replaces Ricardo Montalban

with Michael Peña (Ant-Man). I mean,

c’mon. 110 minutes. PG-13. (Flix Brewhouse,

Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC

Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-

querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Win-

rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood

Stadium 16)

The Gentlemen

After a decade or so screwing around with

mainstream blockbusters (Sherlock Holmes,

The Man From U.N.C.L.E., King Arthur: The

Legend of the Sword, Aladdin), British film-

maker Guy Ritchie returns to the knockabout

gangster sagas that he made his bones on

(Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels;

Snatch; Revolver). Here we find Matthew

McConaughey, Charlie Hunnam, Michelle

Dockery, Jeremy Strong, Colin Farell, Henry

Golding and Hugh Grant in the amusingly

macho tale of a British drug lord who tries to

sell off his highly profitable criminal empire

to a dynasty of Oklahoma billionaires. R.

(Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC

Albuquerque 12, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX

& RPX, Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Harley Quinn: Birds of Prey

Yup, this one kinda tanked at the box office,

so Warner Bros. changed the name from

Birds of Prey: And the Fantabulous Emanci-

pation of One Harley Quinn to Harley Quinn:

Birds of Prey. Margot Robbie resurrects her

popular comic book character from the de-

cidedly rickety DC/Warner Bros. vehicle Sui-

cide Squad. This time around the nutty

troublemaker has broken up with her long-

time boyfriend The Joker (explosives were

involved) and has teamed up with a group of

questionably moral antiheroes (including

Mary Elizabeth Winstead as The Huntress

and Jurnee Smollett-Bell as Black Canary) in

order to save a young girl from a particularly

evil Gotham City crime lord (Ewan McGre-

gor). 109 minutes. R. (Flix Brewhouse, Cen-

tury Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC

Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-

querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Win-

rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood

Stadium 16)

Impractical Jokers: The Movie

Reviewed this issue. 93 minutes. PG-13.

(Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC

Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-

querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Win-

rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood

Stadium 16)

Jojo Rabbit

Taiki Waititi (What We Do In the Shadows,

Thor: Ragnarok) writes, directs and stars (as

Adolf Hitler) in this irreverent, occasionally

surreal and surprisingly big-hearted dram-

edy. Our titular Jojo (Roman Griffin Davis) is

an undersized German kid who wants des-

perately to be a good Nazi. Unfortunately,

he’s way too sensitive and kindhearted. But

that doesn’t stop him from having conversa-

tions with his imaginary childhood friend

Hitler (Waititi). But when Jojo finds a young

Jewish girl hidden in the attic by his con-

cerned mother (Scarlett Johansson), he ex-

periences a crisis of dogma (and grows up

just a little). This is a tough tonal balancing

act, and Waititi nails both the silly satire and

the painful drama—even if the story is ulti-

mately a slight one. Reviewed in v28 i44. 108

minutes. PG-13. (High Ridge)

Jumanji: The Next Level

Dwayne Johnson, Karen Gillan, Jack Black

and Kevin Hart are back as a group of friends

transported back into their digital avatars in

the magical video game Jumanji. This time

around, the game is broken, and the quartet

find themselves fighting new adversities and

navigating different landscapes—from

snowy mountaintops to arid deserts. Awk-

wafina, Nick Jonas and Danny DeVito are

among the new cast members for this go-

around. 123 minutes. PG-13. (Flix Brew-

house, Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown,

AMC Albuquerque 12, Rio Rancho Premiere

Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,

Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Just Mercy

Based on a true story, Michael B. Jordan

(from Black Panther and Creed) stars as

world-renowned civil rights attorney Bryan

Stevenson, who works to free a wrongly

condemned death row inmate (Jamie Foxx)

in Alabama. Emotional performances and an

urgent story overcome the film’s somewhat

pedantic sense of advocacy. 136 minutes.

PG-13. (High Ridge)

Las Pildoras De Mi Novio (My Boyfriend’s

Meds)

A woman’s island getaway with her

boyfriend is thrown for a loop when he for-

gets to take his prescription medications

along. That sounds … funny? In English and

Spanish with English subtitles. 100 minutes.

R. (Century Rio)

Little Women 

Indie writer-director Greta Gerwig’s (Mistress

America, Francis Ha, Lady Bird) take on Little

Women draws on the classic novel and its

author Louisa May Alcott’s overarching body

of work. In Gerwig’s take, Alcott’s alter ego

Jo March (Saoirse Ronan) reflects on her fic-

tional life as her sisters Meg, Amy and Beth

independently determine the trajectory of

their own lives. Laura Dern, Meryl Streep,

Bob Odenkirk and Timothée Chalamet are

the impressive cast. 135 minutes. PG. (Cen-

tury Rio)

The Lodge

The Austrian duo of Severin Fiala and

Veronika Franz (Goodnight Mommy) return

with a menacing (and sometimes meander-

ing) psychodrama. Two kids and their soon-

to-be stepmom (Riley Keough), the lone

survivor of a Heaven’s Gate-style doomsday

cult, head to a secluded mountaintop cabin

for Christmas. But when dad (Richard Ar-

mitage) gets called away on a work emer-

gency and the snow starts falling, tensions

begin to rise to nightmarish proportions.

Slow-going, claustrophobic and darkly exis-

tential, this horroresque drama isn’t for every

taste. But if you dig the moody work of Ari

Aster (Hereditary, Midsommar) and Osgood

Perkins (The Blackcoat’s Daughter, I Am the

Pretty Thing That Lives in the House), this

might be up your alley. 108 minutes. R. (Cen-

tury Rio, High Ridge)

My Hero Academia: Heroes Rising

Here’s the second feature animated film

based on the popular manga/anime series

about a boy named Izuku Midoriya who is

born without superpowers in a world where

such abilities are commonplace. With the

help of his favorite superhero, Izuku enrolls

in the U.A. High School, a training ground for

wannabe heroes. For this outing, our young

hero-in-training and the rest of the pupils in

Class 1-A must save a group of islanders

from a powerful new villain. Screened in

English dubbed and English subtitled ver-

sions. 100 minutes. PG-13. (Century Rio,

Century 14 Downtown, AMC Albuquerque

12, Cottonwood Stadium 16, Winrock Sta-

dium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood Stadium

16)

Parasite

The latest film from brilliant South Korean di-

rector Bong Joon-Ho (The Host, Mother,

Snowpiercer) is a pitch-black, tragicomic

thriller about a poor but loving family scrap-

ing by in a crowded “semi-basement” apart-

ment on a grubby side street in Seoul. By

chance, the family’s intelligent son lands a

job tutoring an upper-class teenage girl who

lives in a massive modernist mansion. This

sudden and vivid contrast in fortunes sets up

the film’s nasty, near-Gothic twists and turns

(none of which should be spoiled). 131 min-

utes. R. (Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown,

Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, High Ridge,

Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cotton-

wood Stadium 16)

The Photograph

LaKeith Stanfield, Issa Rae, Chelsea Peretti,

Rob Morgan, Courtney B. Vance and Lil Rel

Howery star in this series of intertwining love

stories set in the past and the present. The

central plot thread concerns the estranged

daughter of a famous photographer who

falls in love with a journalist assigned to

cover her late mother. PG-13. (Century Rio,

Century 14 Downtown, Cottonwood Sta-

dium 16)

Sonic the Hedgehog

A small, blue and extremely speedy hedge-

hog from outer space (voiced by Ben

Schwartz) shows up in small town America

where he helps a police officer (James Mars-

den) fight an evil genius. Yup, that’s Jim Car-

rey returning to the big screen after a

four-year hiatus as Dr. Robotnik. And yeah,

this is based on the popular Sega video

game from 1991. The hedgehog is com-

puter-animated. Everybody else is real. More

or less. 99 minutes. PG. (Flix Brewhouse,

Century 14 Downtown, Century Rio, AMC

Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-

querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Win-

rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood

Stadium 16)

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker

Director J.J. Abrams closes out this latest

Star Wars trilogy by setting up one final bat-

tle between the forces of good (embodied

by Daisey Ridley’s Rey) and the forces of evil

(led by Adam Driver’s Kylo Ren). Also,

Lando Calrissian (Billy Dee Williams) and

Emperor Palpatine (Ian McDiarmid) are back

for old times’ sake. 141 minutes. PG-13.

(Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema)

Brahms: The Boy II

The Boy—a 2016 horror cheapy about a

woman hired to act as a nanny for a British

couple with a big estate and a creepy porce-

lain doll that may or may not be possessed

by the spirit of their dead son—wasn’t ex-

actly crying out for a sequel. But here it is

anyway. Seems a new family has moved

into the guest house at the abandoned es-

tate and their young son has found a famil-

iar-looking old doll. [Cue eerie music.] Katie

Holmes, whose star appears to have

dimmed, is the lead. 86 minutes. PG-13.

(Century Rio, Century 14 Downtown, AMC

Albuquerque 12, Icon Cinemas Albu-

querque, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema, Win-

rock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cottonwood

Stadium 16)

The Call of the Wild

Jack London’s animal-based adventure

novel from 1903 has been adapted to film at

least half a dozen times. But it’s never been

done with mediocre CGI! Now our canine

hero Buck—dognapped in California and

forced to work as a sled dog in the Yukon—

can act, emote and perform stunts like no

real dog actor before him. (At least the film-

makers have resisted the urge to make him

talk.) Harrison Ford shows up as one of the

token humans, a grizzled gold prospector

named John Thornton. (Relax, it amounts to

a glorified cameo and a bunch of unneces-

sary voice-over narration.) 100 minutes. PG.

(Flix Brewhouse, Century 14 Downtown,

Century Rio, AMC Albuquerque 12, Icon Cin-

emas Albuquerque, Rio Rancho Premiere

Cinema, Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX,

Cottonwood Stadium 16)

Dolittle

Robert Downey Jr. takes on the role of Hugh

Lofting’s kiddy book series hero, a veterinar-

ian who can “walk with the animals, talk with

the animals, grunt and squeak and squawk

with the animals.” This one isn’t as over-the-

top bombastic as Disney’s recent attempts

to live-actionize old fairy tales (Oz the Great

and Powerful, Maleficent). But it still allows

Hollywood to do what it does best—cast

random stars as the voices of animated ani-

mals (in this case, it’s Emma Thompson,

Rami Malek, John Cena, Tom Holland, Ku-

mail Nanjiani and Octavia Spencer). It’s a ge-

nial enough family film, but there’s not a lot

of effort evident in the plot, characters or

jokes. Reviewed in V29 i30. 111 minutes. PG.

(Century Rio, Rio Rancho Premiere Cinema,

Winrock Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX, Cotton-

wood Stadium 16)

Dosed

After many years of prescription medica-

tions failed her, a suicidal woman turns to

underground healers to try and overcome

her depression, anxiety and opioid addiction

using illegal psychedelic medicines like

magic mushrooms and iboga. Advance tick-

ets for this award-winning documentary spe-

cial event can be purchased by going to

dosedmovie.com. 82 minutes. Unrated.

(Guild Cinema)

Downhill

A middle-aged couple (Will Ferrell and Julia

Louis-Dreyfus) are doing their best to enjoy a

family vacation at an upscale Austrian ski re-

sort. But when an avalanche threatens the

family’s safety—and dad responds by ditch-

ing everybody and making a run for it—the

seemingly stable marriage is sorely tested.

Nat Faxon and Jim Rash (who did wonderful

work adapting The Descendants to the big

screen) falter a bit here, adding little to

Swedish filmmaker Ruben Östlund’s uncom-

fortably amusing 2014 original. The comedy

is amped up a skoch, but the simmering

emotional tension is replaced with raised

voices and angry arguments. Reviewed in

v29 i7. 86 minutes. R. (Century Rio, Rio Ran-

cho Premiere Cinema, Cottonwood Stadium

16)

Fantasy Island

Remember “Fantasy Island”? Well, forget it.

This teen-leaning horror cheapie from Blum-

FILM | CAPSULES by Devin D. O’Leary



Sol De La Noche

Al Natural

(Empty House Studios)

Released at the end of

last summer, Al Natural

is the first official

recording by El Paso

Latinx/world music

combo Sol Del La

Noche. And much like a

solar body shining

brightly in the dark of the

night, this album is illuminating, to say the

least. The opening track, “Searching,” is

indeed imbued with a poetical tone that one

might characterize as “searching,” but more

than that, the opening vocal arrangement

makes the tune sadly and profoundly

soulful. But the addition of a woman’s voice,

an unwinding guitar—and, at last, a Latinx

rhythm section, replete with brass—carries

this piece beyond sensory boundaries,

creating a compelling journey through time.

Similarly, the tune “Fire” explores intensity

through intense and sometimes joyful

musical moments. Powerful and

resounding, this album emanates from the

border—wherein listeners can think deeply

while they dance deliriously.

Braided Limb

A Rush of Feathers

(Recurrence Records)

Musically rich, full of

sound and almost

cavernous in its initial

declarations, here is a

vision of the world

unbound from complete

melody, yet soaked in a

kind of musicality and

experimentalism that is

at times compelling, while at others, it’s just

mysteriously magnetic. The first track,

“Knot,” fiddles with symphonic tropes, the

noise of industry and explosions. This

proclivity has its ironical counterpart in the

second, title track, a seven-minute epic

focused on the tonality and technical

tendencies of violins interspersed with what

sounds like whispered voices and large

objects being dropped from great heights. It

gets rough and semi-metallic on the fourth

track, “The Plume,” before descending into a

listlessly unfolding dream time on the

seventh track, “The Age of Noon.” It’s

difficult listening to be sure, but the

confident execution makes for a fascinating,

if quizzical listening session.

Gayelor Daugell

Great To Meet You

(Self-released)

I’m pretty sure that this

EP comprises a bit of

what American pop

music sounds like in the

year 2020. There’s some

R&B underlying the

aesthetic employed on

this album, which also

enjoys moments of

crashing bass and ever so slightly autotune

infected vocals to make a case for making

music about human relationships. I like it,

but all the fireworks—coming from the

production arm of this team, no doubt—are

distracting. They seem like watching holiday

rockets on a particularly calm night when

the stars and clouds will do. And that’s just

the first track, “It’s Sunny.” The second track

is a jumper, complete with Casiotone

melody and EDM-influenced crescendos.

“Lots of Fun” is totally like that, and the final

track, an instrumental titled “In My Bag,”

proves the whole lot: The club is a fantasy

generated by a restless heart. a
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At the Show

To which you better go

moving youth. Saintseneca’s sound can
be overwhelmingly beautiful and bravely
brutal all at once; this show might even
introduce something new and blindingly
ephemeral to those who attend what is as
much like a strummed seance as it is a
pounding encounter with the other. 8pm
• $5 • 21+.

Saturday

On Saturday, Feb. 29, Sister (407 Central
Ave. NW) presents Carnaval Latino 2020.
This special, highly danceable evening of
the best in local and regional Latinx jams
features local lords of the dance
Baracutanga—check out our exclusive
interview with Baracutanga from last
summer—headlining a Carnaval-themed
leap-night bill that also features Phoenix,
Ariz. cumbia fusion experts Las Calakas
and DJ Pancho A. Quiñones. In places
like Albuquerque—not to mention the rest
of the world—and particularly in the
highly influential musical hot-spot known
in today’s parlance as “Califas,” the highly
infectious, solidly rhythmic and massively
multi-melodic sounds of Latinx music are
taking over where rock and roll left off.
Get tickets to this show before it sells out
to find out why. 8pm • $10 • 21+.

Tuesday

Adam Hooks fronts a very popular
Albuquerque band known as Russian
Girlfriends. They’re one of the best
authentic, straight-up, Midwest
American-flavored punk rock bands
currently on the scene. Hooks also has a
notable side project. It’s called Adam
Hooks & His Hangups and they are a
trio that consists of Hooks, Brad Colson
and Sam Nesbitt. The group plays a gig at
Steel Bender Brewyard (8305 Second
Street NW) on Tuesday, March 3. Hooks’
outfit plays a sort of Americana that
melds rock influences with passionate
acoustic playing and an indie sensibility
that has listeners rocking out until early
in the morning. These dudes have it all,
from Hooks’ noisy guitar noodling and
tasty vocals to Nesbitt’s propulsive
drumming. It’s garage-punk; it’s the
purest in American music. Somewhere,
most of The Replacements are smiling or
just hoping to join in on a fantastic rock
and roll time. 6pm • Free • 21+. a

SONIC REDUCER

BY AUGUST MARCH

MUSIC | SHOW UP! by August March

F alse spring is one of the things they
call the month of February here in
New Mexico. Certainly there will be

sunny days and the temperatures will
sometimes hover just above the 60 degree
mark. There may even be a bird or two that
comes chirrup to your bedroom window
just before sunrise.

But it’s still winter. There will be days
when one has no choice but to turn the
heat up, grab another blanket from the
cedar chest and take your coffee hot,
thank you.

But in those last days of winter, even as
March itself approaches, you can also go
see a show. At the show, it’s possible to
forget all about those things called seasons,
false or not. All you have to do is show up.

Thursday

How’s this for a supercharged, rocking
hip-hop fest: The SRH Mini Fest 2020
hits the Sunshine Theater (120 Central
Ave. SW) on Thursday, Feb. 27 and the
place will be jumping to the “psychedelic
hip-hop punk rock” sounds of Orange
County’s own Kottonmouth Kings. As
Saint Dog, D-Loc and Johnny Richter
blow your mind with songs from records
like High Society, listeners can also brace
themselves for too-hot sets by G-punk,
reggae-influenced all-stars (Hed) PE
featuring MC Underdog. Philly’s newest
raptastic singer-songwriter Whitney
Peyton fills out the touring portion of the
night’s entertainment and The Riddims,
one of Burque’s triumphant answers to
the New Mexico reggae sound, opens.
8pm • $22 • 13+.

Friday Part I

Back in the mid to late 1970s, R&B and
funk masters The Commodores, then led
by some cool cat named Lionel Richie,
broke out into the wider pop music of
American audiences on the strength of
tunes like “Brick House” and “Three
Times a Lady.” In many ways, their ascent
marked the first sign that rock and roll
was about to be overtaken (forever) by the
same forces driving hip-hop nation.
Music made by African Americans has
always been an important source for our
national brand of music; the
Commodores made sure that America
knew where that place in space was. The
core trio of the band, Walter “Clyde”
Orange, James Dean “J.D.” Nicholas, and
William “Wak” King, are still on tour and
will perform live at The Showroom at
Isleta Casino (11000 Broadway Blvd. SE)
on Friday, Feb. 28. Thank God it’s Friday!
8pm • $30 to $50 • 21+.

Friday Part II

Saintseneca, a folk-punk band from Ohio,
performs at Sister (407 Central Ave. NW)
on Friday, Feb. 28. They’re touring on the
strength of tour de force release Pillar of
Na, an aurally intensive work that makes
allusions to the ancient Biblical tale of Lot
but with a personal twist that examines the
life and musical work of bandleader Zac
Little. Little’s explorations in this case are
hard-driven punk proclamations imbued
with ancient musical turns of phrase and
the vernacular of today’s restless, forward-

Adam Hooks & His Hangups

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 
O

F
 
T

H
E

 
A

R
T

I
S

T



“Yes,” says Lee Sillery, looking up from
his computer terminal. He continues, “It
has been a long time, it’s been, like, 10
years that we’ve been playing out, right?”
He motions to his sister Jenny for
confirmation. She nods in assent and
adds to his historical narrative about the
band.

“We did start playing open mic gigs at
Winning Coffee. We wrote some music
and then took a break because of the
kiddos and so forth. So there’s a gap in
there. Lee was playing guitar in Gusher at
the time and Amy was living out of state.”
For a while, Lee ran sound at Burt’s Tiki
Lounge, he says as the three discuss how
they finally came back together in
Albuquerque.

“Your first record sort of reminded me
of the stuff Resin Records was putting out
in the mid-1990s,” March says as he goes
on to list band names like allucaneat and
Big Damn Crazy Weight as examples of
what he heard deep within the thick
grooves produced by Constant Harmony.

“Shout out to Ray Ray,” says Lee,
interjecting about one of the local music
scene’s stalwart players, Ray Gutierrez.
Gutierrez was one among the Resin
Records collective, playing drums and
harp in allucaneat, a heavy punk rock
outfit that made their claim to fame on
the laurels created by industrial-strength
albums like 1991’s Kidz Eat Free, which
was distributed on Manny Rettinger’s

Jenny says that, “It’s important to take
little breaks from the music. We take little
breaks, not super-long, but enough to care
for our families. We have a lot going on.”

Lee feels the same way and adds that
the next step is going to involve touring.
“We are so ready to tour now,” he says
with a glint in his eye, looking healthy
and well rested, too, one might add.

Amy likes this idea. “We wanna go out
and tour because when we play a lot of
shows out here, we meet so many cool
touring bands all the time and they’re
telling us to come out and play in their
town. Everyone gets really excited, but so
far, we haven’t gone on tour. This year, I
was telling Jenny that we’re buying a van
and we’re going to hit the road. I wanted
to plan it around the time we did our split
release with Shrewd; a mini-tour just
around the Four Corners.”

“That would be awesome,”Amy
continues, “because both of those bands
are very much a sound that you don’t
hear very often.” Lee seems to think
deeply about what Amy said about the
sound of Constant Harmony and
concludes, “It’s a feeling, man. It’s a
feeling.”

Speaking about that feeling is easy for
Amy, who says that she digs their latest
work because “Some of [the songs] can
be more punk, some of them can be
more of an emotional, softer side of us,
but we still like to mix it up.”

Lee says that this new record is
Jenny’s chance to shine. Her vocals are
intensely beautiful, yearning and
provocatively scream-a-delic and that’s
something Lee can really appreciate.
“We all killed it on the recording. My
process is good and we took one day to
record everything. There’s a sense of
urgency and Jenny’s vocals really capture
that feeling. There’s tension in the songs
and that’s really good.”

Upon observation, it’s clear that each
of the Sillerys has strong opinions and
feelings of their own. Although they work
together as a tight knit unit, each of the
players here is imbued with a strong
personality and passionately considered
ideas. Their familial bond is balanced by
the tension that results from the fact that
each is an independent, creative thinker
who moves past boundaries as they
explore the past and engage the future.

Asked about the meaning of Constant
Harmony, each member has a direct yet
totally different answer. For Amy, the
truth about the band comes from
listeners: “We’ve been described a lot as
desert grunge rock.” Jenny thinks that
such a description is accurate but ties on
an important addendum, telling rock
critic March: “It’s like every ’90s band
combined into one.”

Everybody laughs, but Lee brings the
whole deal into focus when, filled with a
sort of proud gravitas, he finishes the
evening’s discourse by intoning, “We’re
trying to stay far away from commercial-
sounding music. But there’s still a lot of
good bands. There are bands in
Albuquerque that are exceptional. I get
my mind blown on the regular in Burque.
We love being part of that.” a

Ubik Sound label. Gutierrez now plays
drums in manhigh, another great Burque
band.

“We’re about that kind of authenticity.
We don’t want to make something that
sounds overly produced,” Lee tells March,
as his sister Amy joins the conversation.
“Pretty much everything we make comes
from within one of us. One of us will start
jamming something and we just click as
an ensemble. Jenny adds that, “It all
comes naturally. Everything we play flows
with what the other two are playing. That
situation is just really natural for us.”

A Live Performance

“Everything we do in the studio comes
down to live performance,” says Jenny
and Amy agrees. “Whatever you hear on
our records or CDs, that’s what you are
going to hear when you hear us perform
live and onstage.”

“I think we play better live,” Lee
confirms. “We’re one of those bands that
are great live. Live shows are crucial. You
really have to interact with people. And
you can output your energy, too, when
you’re performing. Audiences like that.
For us, we’re playing heavy rock music
and we like to jump around like crazy
people,” Lee laughs as he conjures the
image he just introduced.

“I think that when people hear our
band,” Amy tells March, “they’re like
‘Constant Harmony, I wonder what kind
of music they play?’ and then they go to a
show and they’re just like ... ‘Whoa!’”

Neverending Harmony

The discussion then moves to what
makes a band last in a town where fickle
audiences and a changing musical dynamic
that can be daunting and existentially
perilous to even the best, most hep players.

A Brother and Two Sisters 

Hangin’ with Constant Harmony

Up in the far Northeast section of
town, well past the last ART bus
stops—and in the midst of a city

that seems to fade into suburbia and
homeless encampments at its very
edges—the foothills of the Sandia
Mountains rise, all boulder-studded. The
faraway trees on the far side of the vista
allude to vast forests within. If you are
lucky enough to drive this way, you may
be able to imagine those lofty pines and
aspens wagging in the wind.

Near to this place, amidst a collection
of well-kept homes, in a converted
garage filled with art and music,
members of the Albuquerque band
Constant Harmony are discussing their
latest recorded work.

The Scene

There’s a lot of activity in the rest of
home, too, as children and pets come
and go, adults arrive home from their
day jobs and the process of making
dinner commences.

At 5:52pm, the doorbell rings. Alibi
reporter August March enters the scene.
He’s there to take notes, listen and talk.
He tells those participating that he will
turn that series of situations into a story
about the band.

He is escorted through the busy house
and toward the art and music room in
back. He notices a Wurlitzer spinet piano
sitting in one corner and remarks that he
has a similar device at home, except it is
the upright model.

Inside the garage, Amy Sillery and
her brother, Lee Sillery, greet the
reporter. Hugs are given and
handshakes exchanged. The three
make themselves comfortable and Lee
tells the interviewer that his other
sister, Jenny, is on the way home from
work and should be there very soon.

Lee Sillery begins to play some
tracks from the band’s latest recording
session. It was done at Third Eye
Studio, he tells March as he hits the
play button. The music is majestically
propulsive, acutely angled and forward
looking in its holy attention to the
tropes and types found in genres like
grunge and punk rock. At the center of
it all, Jenny Sillery’s voice climbs out
of this magnificent explosion of sound,
sounding free and restless and loud.

The third track is noticeably different
though. In it, a languid, star-strewn
keyboard drifts off into a vast melodic
soundscape as deft percussion and
anomalous flashes of heady guitar licks
augment the journey into deep space.

As the track ends, Jenny Sillery enters
the room and sits. More greetings are
exchanged and the music reporter from
Weekly Alibi turns his tape recorder on to
begin the actual interview process.

The Beginning

March begins by telling the band that
he likes their music because, “It’s honest
music. It’s intense music, it’s got a lot of
emotion and passion in it. But it’s also
superbly played. You all have been part
of the scene for a long time.”
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Constant Harmony

Thursday, Feb. 27

Dialogue Brewing • 1501 First Street NW

7pm • Free • 21+

Thursday, Mar. 5

Moonlight Lounge • 120 Central Ave. SW

9pm • $8 • 21+

Constant Harmony
AUGUST MARCH
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Sandia Sangria at 

Sandia Botanicals

The weather has been warming up in

the new year and to fully appreciate the

beautiful days, I’ve been taking longer

walks with my dog and generally trying

to find ways to keep busy outdoors as

best as I can. Despite the respite from

the cold weather, the sun still sets too

early and tricks my mind into being lazy. I

don’t fight it. If anything, I relish the

feeling of drifting away into a

comfortably sluggish haze. I decided to

enrich those late-night feelings of

coziness with an intriguing indica hybrid

strain from Sandia Botanicals (2406

Comanche Rd. NE) named Sandia

Sangria (THC: 18.95%, CBD:0.60%—

$10/gram). 

The nuggets were dazzling—almost

shimmering under the light due to the

glistening layer of sugary crystals that

powdered everything. The buds

themselves were pale green and yellow,

almost like dry, sun-scorched grass at

times, depending on the lighting. The

hairs that were sparsely punctuated

throughout had various woodsy colors

such as brown, orange, ochre and a

rusty red. The glittering presence of this

finely named strain had me intrigued, so

with my latest prize, I hurriedly headed

home to test it out firsthand.

The glossy sheen caked atop the

buds translated to a soft, moist and

sticky texture, making it seem all the

more delectable. While tearing apart the

tender chunks, light basil and herby

scents began to waft through the air. I

quickly ground up the flower and hastily

sparked the bowl, eager to get a taste

and sensation from this alluring strain.

The hits were smooth and cooling with

lightly sweet, lemony notes as well as

minty, mentholated hints.

I immediately felt a wave of

relaxation and ease that poured over my

body and made me want to instantly

curl up in a warm blanket and gaze off

into nothingness. I felt sluggish and

distracted but calm and comfortable at

the same time. My thoughts drifted off

on random tangents, all while my body

delighted and rejoiced in the warm

undulations I was experiencing.

Eventually, the comforting feelings

became quite potent and led me to a

state of blissful sleep.

Sandia Sangria was a delightful strain

to sample. Its heady and intoxicatingly

soothing effects make it perfect for

patients suffering from pain, stress,

nausea, or depression. The strength and

potency might be a bit much for novices

and newcomers—and it certainly won’t

be a productive high—but for those who

are experienced, Sandia Sangria is a

euphoric and enjoyable strain to

experience. a

STRAIN CORNER

BY EDWARD BARRETT

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS by Joshua Lee

We’re deep enough into the 21st
century that it doesn’t even feel
novel anymore, and we’re still

getting shafted in an area that should have
been fixed decades ago. Cannabis is still
illegal. It’s preposterous, but it doesn’t
even feel weird. We’re all used to it. I’m
bored just saying it.

Apparently our lawmakers still need
more time to think about it.

The recreational cannabis
legalization bill, Senate Bill 115, was
unceremoniously shoved to the side
last week. I heard they took it to a
quiet spot out behind the
Roundhouse—somewhere where its
cries wouldn’t be heard—and
strangled it like a mad dog. The
tattered bill was seen tumbling
lifelessly along the gutters of Santa Fe
later that evening. If you can’t tell: It
still bugs me.

I’ve been asked what went
wrong, and I still refuse to
guess. I have my own
conspiracy theories, but I’ll
be tucking them away for
now. It’s likely that the more
vanilla explanations are right,
anyway. Some aspects of the bill
rubbed people the wrong way,
after all. 

For instance: If it had passed, the
bill would have made it illegal for
individuals not enrolled in the
state’s Medical Cannabis Program
to grow marijuana plants.
Imagine the state criminalizing
growing your own tomatoes—it
seems crazy. Placing limits of any kind
on growing marijuana seems ridiculous
until you consider the the need to control
potential black market activities (made
possible by the drug’s illegal status
elsewhere). But outright barring law-
abiding citizens from growing a plant
naturally is beyond strange when you stop
and think about it.

I still think any bill that will free those
who have been incarcerated for minor
cannabis crimes should be pushed
through, no matter what flaws it has. It’s
easy for me to hop on Twitter, take a dump
on our leaders for not passing the bill and
go about my day like everything’s groovy.
For the poor wretches sitting behind bars
over a joint right now, the news was
probably devastating.

Oh well! Maybe next year. I’m sure that
will comfort them in their jail cells.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham doesn’t
seem ready to back down yet, anyway. She
told reporters that legalization is
“inevitable,” and I’m inclined to agree. It
only took a few million years for that first
fish to crawl up on the beach and take a
nervous breath. I just don’t want us to be
like his neighbor, the nervous fish that

waited another
million “to see how it pans out.”

“You Ain’t From 

‘Round Here”

The madness has finally come to an end.
The New Mexico Department of Health is
no longer required to issue medical
cannabis cards to non-residents. Last week,
the governor signed a measure that once
again requires medical cannabis program
applicants to be residents of New Mexico.

That means at least 613 out-of-state
patients are probably pretty bummed this
week. But I think I’m pretty confident in
saying that we all expected this to come.
The argument was made last year that
because of a wording change made to a
medical expansion bill that defined a
patient as a “person” instead of a “resident
of New Mexico,” the Medical Cannabis
Program had to be opened up to
nonresidents. A judge repeatedly ruled in
favor of this interpretation, but the state
wasn’t having it—probably because it was

turning our program into a quick-stop pot
supplier for out-of-staters. The bill’s
authors repeatedly told reporters that it
wasn’t their intention to open the program
to nonresidents, but that was neither here
nor there.

And before anyone starts complaining
about non-resident visitors in need of their
medication, keep in mind that the new
reciprocity rule kicks in July 1, allowing
individuals enrolled in other states’
medical cannabis programs to make
purchases at New Mexico dispensaries. It
will still be illegal to cross state lines with
cannabis, though.

Native Patient 

Protection Flubs

A bill that would have potentially
protected Native cannabis patients
living on tribal land from federal

prosecution stalled on the house
floor.

Under Senate Bill 271,
“Tribe and Pueblo Medical

Marijuana Agreements,”
the New Mexico
Department of Health
would have been
authorized to enter into

intergovernmental
agreements with tribes

and pueblos that would have
allowed tribal groups to come up

with their own medical cannabis
programs.

This would have gone a long way
in protecting patients from federal
scrutiny. While a patient is able to

purchase and possess medical
cannabis on state land, the moment

they enter federal trust lands, they are
considered a criminal.

Apparently that will continue for at
least another year.

Research Bill Fails

A bill that would have allowed research
facilities to grow or buy cannabis for
research purposes was also put into the
ground before the session was out.

House Bill 334 would have established
a Cannabis Control Division to regulate
licensing for research facilities. The
facilities would be allowed to purchase and
cultivate their own cannabis to be used in
much needed studies. Currently, scientists
can get authorization to grow cannabis for
research, but they can only use plants
provided by the Drug Enforcement
Agency—plants that are well known to be
subpar in quality and useless for these
purposes.

So don’t expect any of that research
that our dear lawmakers keep crowing for,
since they keep missing opportunities to
make it happen. a

Cannabis in the Roundhouse

Not quite a winning year



ARIES (March 21-April 19): You may sometimes
reach a point where you worry that conditions are
not exactly right to pursue your dreams or fulfill
your holy quest. Does that describe your current
situation? If so, I invite you to draw inspiration
from Spanish writer Miguel de Cervantes (1547–
1616), who’s regarded as one of history’s foremost
novelists. Here’s how one observer described
Cervantes during the time he was working on his
masterpiece, the novel titled Don Quixote: “shabby,
obscure, disreputable, pursued by debts, with only
a noisy tenement room to work in.” Cervantes
dealt with imperfect conditions just fine.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “True success is
figuring out your life and career so you never have
to be around jerks,” says Taurus filmmaker, actor
and author John Waters. I trust that you have been
intensely cultivating that kind of success in the last
few weeks, Taurus—and that you will climax this
wondrous accomplishment with a flourish during
the next few weeks. You’re on the verge of
achieving a new level of mastery in the art of
immersing yourself in environments that bring out
the best in you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): I would love for you
to become more powerful, Gemini—not
necessarily in the sense of influencing the lives of
others, but rather in the sense of managing your
own affairs with relaxed confidence and crisp
competence. What comes to mind when I urge you
to expand your self-command and embolden your
ambition? Is there an adventure you could initiate
that would bring out more of the swashbuckler in
you?

CANCER (June 21-July 22): For my Cancerian
readers in the Southern Hemisphere, this oracle
will be in righteous alignment with the natural flow
of the seasons. That’s because February is the
hottest, laziest, most spacious time of year in that
part of the world—a logical moment to take a
lavish break from the daily rhythm and escape on a
vacation or pilgrimage designed to provide
relaxation and renewal. Which is exactly what I’m
advising for all of the earth’s Cancerians, including
those in the Northern Hemisphere. So for those of
you above the equator, I urge you to consider
thinking like those below the equator. If you can’t
get away, make a blanket fort in your home and
pretend. Or read a book that takes you on an
imaginary journey. Or hang out at an exotic
sanctuary in your hometown.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Leo author Walter Scott
(1771–1832) was a pioneer in the genre of the
historical novel. His stories were set in various eras
of the Scottish past. In those pre-telephone and
pre-Internet days, research was a demanding task.
Scott traveled widely to gather tales from keepers
of the oral tradition. In accordance with current
astrological omens, Leo, I recommend that you
draw inspiration from Scott’s old-fashioned
approach. Seek out direct contact with the past.
Put yourself in the physical presence of storytellers
and elders. Get firsthand knowledge about
historical events that will inspire your thoughts
about the future of your life story.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Over a period of 40
years, the artist Rembrandt (1606–1663) gazed
into a mirror as he created more than 90 self-
portraits—about 10 percent of his total work. Why?
Art scholars don’t have a definitive answer. Some
think he did self-portraits because they sold well.
Others say that because he worked so slowly, he
himself was the only person he could get to model
for long periods. Still others believe this was his
way of cultivating self-knowledge, equivalent to an
author writing an autobiography. In the coming
weeks, I highly recommend that you engage in
your personal equivalent of extended mirror-
gazing. It’s a favorable time to understand yourself
better.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): From author Don
DeLillo’s many literary works, I’ve gathered five
quotes to serve as your guideposts in the coming
weeks. These observations are all in synchronistic
alignment with your current needs. 1. Sometimes a
thing that’s hard is hard because you’re doing it
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wrong. 2. You have to break through the structure
of your own stonework habit just to make yourself
listen. 3. Something is always happening, even on
the quietest days and deep into the night, if you
stand a while and look. 4. The world is full of
abandoned meanings. In the commonplace, I find
unexpected themes and intensities. 5. What we are
reluctant to touch often seems the very fabric of
our salvation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “I remember a time
when a cabbage could sell itself just by being a
cabbage,” wrote Scorpio author Jean Giraudoux
(1882–1944). “Nowadays it’s no good being a
cabbage—unless you have an agent and pay him a
commission.” He was making the point that for us
humans, it’s not enough to simply become good at
a skill and express that skill; we need to hire a
publicist or marketing wizard or distributor to
make sure the world knows about our offerings.
Generally, I agree with Giradoux’s assessment. But
I think that right now it applies to you only
minimally. The coming weeks will be one of those
rare times when your interestingness will shine so
brightly, it will naturally attract its deserved
attention. Your motto, from industrialist Henry J.
Kaiser: “When your work speaks for itself, don’t
interrupt.”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): When he was
29 years old, Sagittarian composer Ludwig
Beethoven published his String Quartet, Op. 18, No.
4. Most scholars believe that the piece was an
assemblage of older material he had created as a
young man. A similar approach might work well
for you in the coming weeks, Sagittarius. I invite
you to consider the possibility of repurposing tricks
and ideas that weren’t quite ripe when you first
used them. Recycling yourself makes good sense.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Are there parts of
your life that seem to undermine other parts of
your life? Do you wish there was greater harmony
between your heart and your head, between your
giving and your taking, between your past and
your future? Wouldn’t it be wonderful if you could
infuse your cautiousness with the wildness of your
secret self? I bring these questions to your
attention, Capricorn, because I suspect you’re
primed to address them with a surge of innovative
energy. Here’s my prediction: Healing will come as
you juxtapose apparent opposites and unite
elements that have previously been unconnected.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): When he was 19,
the young poet Robert Graves joined the British
army to fight in World War I. Two years later, the
Times of London newspaper reported that he had
been killed at the Battle of the Somme in France.
But it wasn’t true. Graves was very much alive, and
continued to be for another 69 years. During that
time, he wrote 55 books of poetry, 18 novels and
55 other books. I’m going to be bold and predict
that this story can serve as an apt metaphor for
your destiny in the coming weeks and months.
Some dream or situation or influence that you
believed to be gone will in fact have a very long
second life filled with interesting developments.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): If you’re like most of
us, you harbor desires for experiences that might
be gratifying in some ways but draining in others.
If you’re like most of us, you may on occasion get
attached to situations that are mildly interesting,
but divert you from situations that could be
amazingly interesting and enriching. The good
news, Pisces, is that you are now in a phase when
you have maximum power to wean yourself from
these wasteful tendencies. The coming weeks will
be a favorable time to identify your two or three
most important and exciting longings—and take a
sacred oath to devote yourself to them above all
other wishes and hopes.

HOMEWORK: TRY TO IDENTIFY WHICH ASPECT OF

YOUR LIFE NEEDS HEALING MORE THAN ANY

OTHER ASPECT. FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM a

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded weekly audio

horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The audio horoscopes are

also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or (900) 950-7700.

  FREEWILL ASTROLOGY | Horoscopes by Rob Brezsny

Sign up for our new newsletter at alibi.com
For more information, or to advertise, email

advertising@alibi.com

Your source for cannabis news, events
and opinion viewed through a distinctly

New Mexican lens.

Your source for cannabis news, events
and opinion viewed through a distinctly

New Mexican lens.
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MY KNUCKLES

Oh my beautiful handsome knuckles. I just love

waking up to you each morning. Please never go

away I would just die without you. Love your

dimples..

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Our home on 2/14/2020.

MY VANTINE’S DAY HAIKU FOR

SHAWN    

Love is not Cupid, Love is Flatulent Buzzard,

Crashing my party. Happy Valentines Day. Glad you

stuck around all these years.     

Your Person, 

Me

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: On my couch.

BLONDE IN RED BOOTS

You are the lovely Blonde in Coronado Mall,

wearing red Justin Ropers. You were drinking

coffee with a friend by Cinnabon. As I walked

towards your direction you noticed my Navy ball

cap and then you thanked me for my service. We

spoke briefly. I enjoyed talking with you and would

like to see you again. Interested?

I am a Man. I saw a Woman.

Where: Cinnabon in Coronado Mall on

1/21/2020.

BROKEN ARMED NURSE

We talk at the Walgreens. You have what looks like a

cybernetic arm. You are the best conversationalist

I’ve encountered in a long time. Let’s banter more, I

could use a friend.

I am a Woman. I saw a Man.

Where: Walgreens at Harper on 1/27/2020.

General Services

ELECTRICAL

CONTRACTOR

Are you in need of

an Licensed

Electrical

Contractor? We can

troubleshoot any

electrical issue,

remodle, new

construction, service

upgrades, LED

lighting, ceiling fans,

and more. Blanks

Electric LLC.EE98

#375723 505-205-

4986 

Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING DIABETIC

TEST 

STRIPS FOR $CASH$

& FREE PICK-UP!

Highest CASH Prices

Paid In NM For Your

Diabetic Test Strips

And FREE Pick-UP!

Help Others(Those

Without Insurance) &

Make Money Too!

Call: 505-203-6806

throughout Abq, Rio

Rancho, Corrales,

East Mountain,

Bernalillo, Placitas,

Santa Fe and Los

Lunas. The Alibi is

available at

restaurants, grocery

stores, college

campuses, select

retailers and various

downtown locations.

Coverage includes

politics, humor, film,

opinion, music, art

and the most

comprehensive

entertainment guide

in Nuevo Mexico.

¡Arriba!

Classified
Place your ad: alibi.com/ads

classifieds@alibi.com 

(505) 346-0660 ext 223

Employment

Real Estate

SCIENCE TEACHER

Albuquerque, NM.

Teach science

courses to secondary

students. Bachelor’s

degree or foreign

equivalent in science

educ. or subfield

natural science. 1 yr

exp as middle or H.S.

science teacher. Mail

resume to Attn:

Mustafa Ayik,

Apartments

LOW RATES!

BRAND NEW Fully

Furnished Studio

Apartments – no

credit check & no

lease req. Call Now:

505-225-2673

LOW RATES!

LOW RATES! Fully

furnished studios.

FREE utilities. NO

CREDIT CHECK. Call

now & move in

today: 505-225-1216

NEWLY

RENOVATED

NEWLY

RENOVATED,

Notices

Announcements

w
MAKE A CLASSY

AD CLASSIER

Extra-bold and color

headlines are

available. Add an

image for more

attention! Your ad

can stick out as

much as this one.

WEEKLY ALIBI HAS

OVER 175,000

READERS, every

generation, from the

Baby Busters to the

Baby Boomers.

Distributed

furnished studios.

Laundry Onsite. Cable

& Utilities INCLUDED.

Call now: 505-226-

6932

Body & Soul

w
NEEDLE-FREE

DIABETES 

Type I or Type II

Diabetics. Is your

blood sugar out of

control? Inhaled

Insulin is finally here.

Needle-free Diabetes

treatment. Labyrinth

Primary Care

(505)658-1561. 

MASSAGE 

Young college

student with a nice

clean studio near the

university offering

therapeutic massage

9am until 6pm

(505)295-9458

Monday-Saturday

lic# 9993

Licensed

Massage

Massage

Therapy

Full body $60/hr.

805 San Pedro SE

ABQ. Call Patterson

505-385-6429. LMT

5767.

MEZMERIZING

MASSAGE BY MISS

VIKI 

Call 505-304-4121

to schedule Appt.

Lic# 1904

THE WEEKLY ALIBI

CLASSIFIEDS are a

great deal! Call 346-

0660 ext. 221.

w
TANTRA

MASSAGE &

TEACHING

Give yourself the

powerful & beautiful

gift of Tantra

massage and

teaching. I am a

Certified Tantra

Educator/Profession

al Massage

Therapist, Life

Coach, Reiki Energy

Healer. Lic#2788

Namaste, Julianne

505 920 3093

FEBRUARY

SPECIAL

Placidity Massage

Therapy 20% off 1

hour regular $60

now $48. Ask about

our hot stone or

accupressure

massage.

Albuquerque-

massagetherapy.com

6200 Montgomery

NE 5053393992 walk

ins always welcome 

Martial Arts

DISCOVER THE

POWER

JAPANESE

JUJUTSU in ABQ

now accepting new

students. For info

please text: 864-

650-4816 LOWEST

RATES IN TOWN

READER NOTICE:

The State of New

Mexico Department

of Regulation and

licensing requires

registration numbers

for individuals who

practice massage

therapy. These

registration numbers

are included in all

ads within category

300. Advertisers in

this category are

registered and

licensed by the State

of New Mexico and

are trained and

certified for

therapeutic massage.

Advertisers in

category 300 do not

perform sexual

massages. Any

concerns regarding

any of the advertisers

in this category

should be directed

to: Weekly Alibi.

Albuquerque School

of Excellence, 13201

Lomas Blvd. NE,

Albuquerque, NM

87112, refer to ad

#BS.

PIANO INSTRUCTOR

(ALBUQUERQUE

NM)

Responsible for

teaching piano,

monitoring student’s

performance, &

prep’g lesson

materials, Master’s

deg in piano reqd.

Mail resume to New

Mexico School of

Music, 136

Washington St. SE,

Suite J, Albuquerque,

NM 87108.

FRESQUEZ

COMPANIES

Join our team at

Albuquerque

Sunport! Many

positions to choose

from! Apply at

www.fresquezcompa

nies.com then call

505.842.4292 to

schedule an

interview. 

YOU WILL GET

RESULTS when you

place your classified ad

in the Weekly Alibi. Call

346-0660 ext. 221

today!
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Across

1 Buster?

5 Bad mark

11 Actor Cage, in tabloids

14 “Remote Control” host

Ken

15 “Now I remember!”

preceder

16 “Another Day on Earth”

artist Brian

17 Dish list

18 Winter wear with check

stubs in the pockets?

20 “Hamilton” Tony winner

Leslie ___ Jr.

21 Q-V connection

22 Top of the line

23 Furry neckwear

26 Fort ___ National

Monument

28 Lacking, like a bad luau?

34 Brit. award since 1886

35 Poet-political activist

Jones

36 Zodiac sign boundaries

39 Diamond alternative

41 Kipling’s “Rikki-___-Tavi”

43 “Right away!”

44 Kayak’s kin

46 “I’ve got my ___ you”

48 Drink machine output

49 Feathery cattle

comforter?

52 Sleeping-sickness vector

54 Brewpub stuff

55 About, formally speaking

56 Candidate’s proposal

60 Tug

64 Distill happiness and box

it up?

67 Team on a farm

68 Zapp Brannigan’s

assistant, on “Futurama”

69 Consideration

70 Get up

71 Utah’s capital, for short

72 Props for some movie

fights

73 Punta del ___

Down

1 1995 N.L. Rookie of the

Year Hideo

2 Troy’s friend on

“Community”

3 It’s near Carson City

4 Debris in a toaster

5 ASPCA part

6 “___: Ragnarok” (2017

Marvel film)

7 “___ gonna say that!”

8 WTO precursor

9 Apply incorrectly

10 Get from ___ B

11 Like family-friendly

organizations?

12 Senseless

13 More bashful

19 Renowned

24 Fryolator stuff

25 Work without ___

27 Bars below ISBN

numbers

28 1700, to Caesar

29 Actress Fisher

30 Official name of Seattle’s

MLS team

31 “Good ___!” (Charlie

Brown phrase)

32 2020 Olympics city

33 One who may leave a trail

37 Spanish guitarist ___ De

Lucia

38 Crockpot dish

40 Baby’s knitted shoe

42 Tiniest bit

45 Disgusted remarks

47 Org. with Sharks and

Predators

50 Sibling’s son

51 Dreary Milne character

52 Clock sounds

53 Slow-moving creature

57 “___ Masters” (2020 Fox

reality show)

58 Just open

59 “L’Etoile du ___”

(Minnesota motto)

61 Pivotal point

62 Bird’s ___ soup (running

joke in former HQ Trivia

chats)

63 On bended ___

65 RadioShack’s ___-80

computer

66 RB’s gains

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ALIBI.COM

“Is It Or Isn’t It?”—I didn’t, but you did.
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