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Oñate’s Legacy of Chaos Continues

I
n 1599 Juan de Oñate destroyed the
Acoma Pueblo killing 1000 people,
sending 500 into slavery and cutting

off one foot of every remaining man of
fighting age. In the end, there were 250
survivors out of the 2,000 people who had
lived at the Acoma Pueblo. As of early
June 2020, despite years of outcry from
the community, his statue continued to
stand at the head of the Albuquerque
Museum. 

A scheduled prayer gathering in Tiguex
Park for the removal of the Juan de Oñate
statue brought in community members the
evening of Monday June 15th. A peaceful
affair hosted by Genízaro Nation attracting
300 people from around the city, including
families with children; a beautiful evening,
cool breezes, white birds circling overhead
illuminating in the evening sun in stark
contrast to the dark clouds behind. 

“It was incredible to hear the
representation from these people who had
some ties to the history and the area and
the ways it impacted them and still impacts
them,” said local resident Ben Savoca.
“This is intergenerational trauma in so
many ways.” 

A group of self-professed militia men
were there before protesters started
showing up, said local resident Henry
Hutchinson who showed up early with
friend Scott Williams. Later that evening,
Williams would throw his body on the line
protecting his community from an
aggressive gunman, making news all over
the world.

Tuesday the following evening there
was a candlelight vigil where people
gathered in a circle to talk about Williams’
sacrifice, his big heart and how much he
means to the community. 

“I just wanted to say that the
community is absolutely pouring their love
out to Scott in a big way,” Hutchinson said.
“And that community includes Black Lives
Matter and the movement for indigenous
people’s freedom and people fighting for
LGBTQ rights. And that love pouring
toward Scott right now is a direct reflection
of the love he’s poured into that
community; the amount of energy and the
amount of work he has put into putting
those issues on the forefront and made it
part of his life to expand and energize
those movements.”

Across the street was a space where the
Oñate statue once stood. It had been
 removed that morning. 

We’re Here Out of Love  

Monday evening, before everyone
showed up, the two friends’ first encounter
with a militia member was tense
underneath the civility as they noticed the
bumper stickers about coronavirus being a
scam and right-wing graffiti. Hutchinson
said that right off the bat before the
ceremony got under way, the first people   
to arrive were armed gunmen calling
themselves the New Mexico Civil Guard. 

“The right-wing extremist militia men
were saying they were there ‘in a capacity
to protect and guard the statue,’”
Hutchinson said, laughing at the strange
wording. “[A militia member] walked by us
and he said, ‘Hey fellas how you doing,’
and we said, ‘Oh we’re doing just fine’...

and he said, ‘Oh well, you know, I hate this
kind of shit, I hate to be here, I hate this
kind of stuff.’ And Scott to that
immediately retorted back, ‘Well maybe
you should go home then, because we’re
here out of love. We love this indigenous
and black community, and we’re here to
support them out of love. So if you hate it,
you should go home.’ And yeah the guy
said ‘What?’ and Scott said, ‘We’re here for
the prayer and healing that these
indigenous people are offering, and we
want what they want, and we’re here out of
love.’ And the guy said ‘Oh, well whatever.’
We parted ways, but that was the first
interaction I personally had with any of
the armed men.” 

Kenneth Cornell, a local artist and
musician, showed up at 4:55pm, parking

his car between the museum and the park.
“I went there there to show support

and solidarity for folks who wanted the
statue removed,” he said. “I believe this is
not a person we need to idolize or
celebrate in any way—the horrible things
that Oñate did are enough that I’m
surprised not more people don’t
recognize this. For Christ’s sake, his own
king had him thrown in prison when he
realized some of the things he was doing,
you know? So the fact that here in the
States we have statues to celebrate or
commemorate this guy, it’s pretty
atrocious. I was there to support that. I
believe we don’t need to keep celebrating
figures of oppression and genocide and
tyranny and this sort of thing.”

This isn’t only about the removal of
statues, said local artist Autumn Chacon,
who was at the gathering, but she
absolutely maintains no museum that calls
itself enlightened or cultured should
present itself as a living colonial
monument.

“It’s also about the removal of statues,
but if you look at the entire country, it has
been unrested going on three weeks and
it’s not because there’s statues. It’s because
everywhere we turn we are reminded that
there are oppressive values in this
country,” Chacon said. “And Scott, who is
white, understands this. His being a white
male in front of somebody like myself—
I’m a Native American single mother who
doesn’t have the same privileges—if that
had been me, I would immediately be
criminalized. I could’ve been executed in
the street with nobody advocating for me.
… Systemically and institutionally, people
of color are allowed to die.”

Hutchinson thinks there were several
groups agitating for the removal of the
statue but said he and Williams both
believed that the city was going to remove
the statue.

“Just before the protest began, Scott
and I and several other people were all
standing around, and he said, ‘We’re not
going to agitate, we’re gonna follow the
lead of the people who are performing the
ceremony, and we are not going to
instigate violence, and we’re not going to
agitate to begin removal of the statue
‘cause there’s no reason to potentially have
a violent incident when we have probably
already won this battle,’” Hut chinson said.
“That’s a statement Scott made to me
before this all started.” 

FEATURE | by Eva Avenue

 How a peaceful prayer ceremony escalated to violence
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From a Distance
Chacon was watching panorama-style from

the street between the park and the museum
with her 2-year-old and social distancing next
to Williams’ mom. 

“I saw the shooter. He had been ejected
from the crowd twice ’cause the way he was
behaving. The second time he got ejected, he
sort of huffed away, mad that he had been
asked to leave,” Chacon said. “And then he
went and met somebody; from a distance we
saw him walk down the street. He met
somebody at a car and he came back in a huff.
I was with Scott’s mom, and all of us are pretty
experienced protestors and able to recognize
violence and toxic behavior. And it was Scott’s
mom who called it. She said, ‘He went and got
a gun and came back.’” Baca went back into
the crowd, attacked a woman and was chased
out again.

Chacon heard four shots. A lot of dust. An
immediate crowd around the victim and at
that moment, they didn’t know it was
Williams.

Up All Night
Musician AJ Woods rode his bike to

Tiguex Park early to hear the people in
the park. 

“I sat below a cottonwood tree and kind
of listened and caught the last 20 minutes
of it,” he said. “On my way in, though, I
rolled by the statue, and I saw all those
dudes surrounding it. I just saw this white
dude with a belt on that was just covered in
ammunition. He was belted in ammunition
with an automatic rifle in his hand. He was
stacked! These people were clearly looking
for an opportunity to play with their toys.
It was deeply intimidating. I rode by and
saw them and was like, ‘Fuck this, I’m not
even going to walk over there. They’re
gonna shoot someone.’ I felt it. Who shows
up that heavily armed and doesn’t use it,
you know what I mean? As soon as the
prayer ended in the park, I knew—I’m just
gonna get the hell out of here. I had heard
the statue was going to come down the
next day, and I was like, ‘Cool, done.’ I’m
kind of upset the confrontation even broke
out. It was already said the statue was
gonna come down.” 

The night of the shooting, Hutchinson
said he had horrible anxiety. 

“I was pacing around the house and
trying to calm my mind and I was just
exhausted,” Hutchinson said. “But every
time I would lie down to try and sleep,
when I’d doze off, I would have these
really troubling visions of Scott on the
ground bleeding full of holes. I had
dreams of projectiles pummeling
through my organs, just really bad
feelings all night,” Henry said. “The
main trauma was witnessing Scott be
shot. I thought he was going to die. And
he very nearly did. And since then too,
I’ve been reliving the trauma daily as it

works its way out of my system.”
Hutchinson said it was horrific for the

protestors; that once he went to the
hospital, all news of Scott went dark.

Confusion Around
Baca’s Charges

Headlines are reading that the District
Attorney dropped the charges against the
shooter. But it might not be that simple.

“I feel it’s a horrific miscarriage of
justice,” Henry said, wondering aloud how
the DA, with access to so much footage,
would choose to be incurious about what
really happened.

The DA dropped a charge and added
some others based on concerns over how
the Albuquerque Police Department
handled the report, according to the
Albuquerque Journal. It also states that
shooter Steven Baca is currently facing a
felony charge of aggravated battery (it had
read “aggravated battery with a deadly
weapon” but the DA dropped “with a
deadly weapon” according to Newsweek),
two petty misdemeanor counts of battery
and unlawful carrying of a deadly weapon
without a concealed carry permit.

Basically, the way the police reports are
written now, it looks like Baca showed up
to the protest, was attacked, and then he
defended himself with a gun. 

“No one chased this guy out of the blue,
he assaulted women,” Cornell said. “That

guy had already been shooed out and
pushed off a couple of times already. A
couple times people were telling him, ‘You
need to go home.’ He would eventually
make his way back into the crowd each
time.” 

So the police reports failed to mention
Baca’s initial counts of aggression. To
shortcut it, the police gave him a defense
in the report that they filed, which creates
a loophole for him to easily claim self
defense in the police report. That police
report is contradictory to witness testimony
and video evidence. The DA has handed
the case over to the state police to look at
what really happened and maintains the
option to adjust the charges based off of
that investigation. 

There is a 13-minute YouTube video

shot on scene by ABQRAW where the

statue stand-off appears to go from very

heated to oddly jovial and friendly, as if

the two parties have negotiated a switch.

The pro-Oñate protestors (a civilian group

presumably not associated with the New

Mexico Civil Guard) jump off the statue’s

base, and the protestors proceed to have a

go at pulling the statue down with a chain.

Then, four gunshots pound in the

background—a bunch of people run off in

different directions and a group runs over

when they notice Williams on the ground,

who had been running after Baca with a

few others. Baca had been assaulting

women in the group, kept getting kicked

out, and would run back in again,

according to several people interviewed in

this article. The gathering now descends

into total chaos while police run in to form

a circle of their backs around Williams and

the people attending to him; you can see

the police standing over the militia men in

their camo and Baca in his blue shirt lying

on the ground on their stomachs, their

wrists handcuffed behind their backs. And

then you hear yelling in the background:

“Fucking fascists!” 

American Values
Moises Gonzales helped Genízaro

Nation organize the prayer ceremony and
spoke at the gathering of about 300
people in Tiguex Park across the street
from the Albuquerque Museum.

“It was a prayer gathering of
indigenous people reflecting on all that
went down with the history, the monument
and how we move forward,” Gonzales said.
“I don’t know people who stuck around
when things started getting tense. The
reason things started getting tense is we
had hecklers who were getting violent.”

The organizers had to stop their
prayer gathering at one point because
they were getting heckled so bad,
Gonzales said. He mentioned Steven Baca
as one of the hecklers.

“After that, we cleared out our people,”
Gonzales said. “I was out of there, and that’s
when things got intense with what became a
very violent altercation with the people who
were heckling our event and roughing up
protesters. The prayer ceremony wasn’t even
located at the statue.”

Cornell recalls there were a dozen or so
protesters there rallying for the statue to stay. 
“They had started to climb up where the
statues were,” he said. “The women were
on the ground doing prayers and burning
sage. These men started climbing to the
top of the sculpture and started to
interfere with the prayers by saying the
Lord’s Prayer as loud as they could. A
couple started singing these church
hymns, it sounded like.” 

They did it to overtake, or at least just
disturb, what these women were trying to
do, Cornell speculated. 

“Being an anti-fascist, I can tell you,
we’re not paid!” Chacon said. “I feel like
that needs to be published somewhere.
We’re not paid, and we don’t have a boss,
if anybody were still wondering. All of this
is our consciousness in action. Nobody is
telling us to do this. That has to be said as
far as what people think a patriot is.
Protesting an oppressive government is
patriotism, not shooting people and
depriving them of their civil rights—that is
not an American value.”  a

FEATURE | by Eva Avenue
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An Occasionally Wild Boy
Steve-O pays homage to where it all began while supporting 

locals facing food insecurity

With COVID-19 wiping out so many
aspects of our lives, it has been hard for
many to find a new normal. A lot of life
has gone on pause while we sort through
the loss of work, being distanced and
trying to land on our feet again. But, we’re
a resilient group. We’re bouncing back and
finding new ways to support our
community, proving that, though we might
be distant, we refuse to stop connecting
with others. Enter Jon “Bones” Jones, local
UFC fighter, who brought C.A.R.E. Project
to the public’s attention. The project,
which stands for Community-Appropriate
Relief Effort, is all about supporting New
Mexicans through community work and
projects. When Jones reached out to his
old friend and former Albuquerque
resident, Steve-O of “Jackass” fame, a
spark lit up in Steve-O’s head. We caught
up with him at Roadrunner Food Bank this
past week. Steve-O took some time to
learn about the facility, which assists New
Mexicans experiencing food insecurity,
and to set up a fundraiser for them. 

Roadrunner Food Bank (5840 Office
Blvd. NE) has been an incredible asset to
New Mexico since 1979, working with local
producers to help cut down on food waste
and ensure local families get the food they
need. Especially with so many people
facing unemployment in the past months,
their work has become more necessary
than ever before. Every week 70,000
children, seniors, disabled individuals,
families and adults benefit from the more
than 34 million pounds of food they
warehouse annually. On top of that, the
charity runs a large number of programs
that assist the community in a variety of
ways, all tied back to their vision to
permanently end hunger in New Mexico:
programs like a mobile food pantry to
reach people who struggle to get to the
food bank, the SNAP outreach program
that helps connect people with benefits, a
job training program that helps people
looking for work get more meaningful on-
the-job experience through Roadrunner
and even in on-site shopping center to

help people with special dietary needs do
fresh food shopping with advisors that are
trained to help coordinate healthier eating
habits. 

“Yeah, when the lockdown started and I
saw images of food banks with miles-long
lines of people waiting for food, it was just
really tough to take in, you know,” Steve-O
told us in an interview while in town. “The
whole time since the lockdown started, I’ve
wanted to get behind helping people. I
was already thinking about which food
bank I want to pick. It seemed kind of
arbitrary. When Jon Jones called up and
said, ‘Hey, I’m doing this thing called the
C.A.R.E Project to help out Albuquerque,’
I said hell yeah I’ll be there next week!”,
So with little fanfare, Steve-O arrived in
town and started helping. First off was
basic toiletries and supplies for those
living on the streets, making sure they had
what they needed to stay in good health. It
was after this that Steve-O had another
idea, harkening back to his earlier days
living in Albuquerque. 

“I was working at Hastings, and my job
was to reshelve VHS tapes that people
rented. One day, I was determined to go
do a flip off this building [and into a pool],
and I left during my lunch break. I came

FEATURE | FEEL GOOD NEWS  by Dan Pennington

back still wet, I was just so excited about it.
It was a big deal for me to do that stunt in
1996. When I pulled it off, it was a real
landmark for me in my career as a
stuntman. And to come back 24 years
later—It wasn’t even something that I
planned when we drove into Albuquerque.
My tour manager said, ‘I want to jump in
the water. I want to swim somewhere.’ And
I thought, man, let’s check out that pool.
So I typed in Alvarado Apartments on my
phone. Got the address. We went there. I
got goosebumps. It’s so insane. It’s a three
story building , a five-foot deep pool and
I’m six feet tall. Like the math says don’t
do that.” Steve-O eventually decided to
not risk it, a sign of growth from the star
who has changed dramatically in the last
decade. Living a sober lifestyle, planning
to open an animal sanctuary and fighting
for animal rights, Steve-O looks healthier
and happier than most anyone his age.
But the call of adventure and excitement
has never truly left him. 

“The next day, we’re going around
giving out these care packages with Jon
Jones. At the end of the day, when we gave
away the last of our stuff, it was like, okay,

Steve-O was full of energy when it came to helping fundraise for Roadrunner

Steve-O poses with Roadrunner Food Bank’s mascot.

continued on page 5
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FEATURE | FEEL GOOD NEWS  by Dan Pennington

we’re done with the work that we set out to
do today. And I told Jon, ‘I almost don’t
even want to say this. But that building I
was telling you about last night is 0.3 miles
away.’ And he goes, ‘Dude, let’s do it.’ So
we headed over there. At this point we’ve
got like a crew of 30 people, and we’ve got
a drone. Jon says ‘Let me fly the drone,’ so
he’s filming this happening. Everybody’s
got video cameras and Jon’s photographer
says, ‘I’m gonna shoot a sequence.’ He got
the most epic sequence. But I came out of
that pool with the most, like, I don’t want
to say triumphant, but it was such a big
deal. It was every bit as scary as it was 24
years ago. Arguably scarier. And when I
came out of that water I was so satisfied, so
happy,” Steve-O told us. With that watery
stunt sequence, Steve-O had something
unique to our city that he could work with
to do something even bigger for
Roadrunner.

“I got out of the pool and I said to the
people on their balconies, ‘Hey guys, sorry
I had to do that. I’m out of here now, and I
just want to tell you thank you for my
career because it started right here,’ and I
feel that I paid my dues in Albuquerque.
Albuquerque is where I came and got the
footage that got me noticed that started
my career.” Photographs were taken of
Steve-O’s fateful pool jump recreation,
which led to another fundraising idea. “All
of my momentum began here. To bring
my momentum back and be doing this

thing and have these 8x10s to sign for
everyone and have the money go straight
to this food bank is a big deal. I’m super
psyched on it.”

Those 8x10 photographs of the
Alvarado pool jump 24 years later will be
hand-signed by Steve-O and sold for $50
apiece through Roadrunner Food Bank in
order to raise money in support of their
program. Speaking with Mag Strittmatter,
President and CEO of Roadrunner Food
Bank, she told us that “Summer is already
the most food insecure time of year for
families in New Mexico. The coronavirus
pandemic increases it even more. Recent
research released by Feeding America
shows that COVID-19 and higher
unemployment rates estimate that 1 in 3
children is now at risk of hunger in our
state. Previously it was 1 in 4. During
unique times like these, Roadrunner Food
Bank needs the help of the community to
continue our hunger relief efforts. If you
are healthy, please consider volunteering
in our warehouse or at one of our
distributions. If you are able to give, a gift
of funds will allow us to help feed our
hungry neighbors. Your efforts this
summer will help us provide access to basic
needs to families often experiencing
hunger for the very first time.” To
purchase one of the signed photos, visit
www.rrfb.org/steve-o or to get involved
with Roadrunner Food Bank, volunteer or
donate directly at www.rrfb.org.  a
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  Dateline: Massachusetts
Six former eBay employees were accused
of mailing live cockroaches, a bloody pig
mask, a funeral wreath and a book on
surviving a spouse’s death to a
Massachusetts couple who had criticized
the tech company in an online newsletter.
According to Reuters US Attorney Andrew
Lelling also accused the defendants of
sending pornographic material to the
couple’s neighbors in the couple’s name
and conducted covert surveillance of their
home. The attorney also claimed that the
employees had taken part in cyberstalking
the couple by sending threatening emails
and Twitter messages along with the
intimidating packages. Two of the six
accused men were formerly employed as
security executives at eBay—former senior
director of safety and security James
Baugh and former director of global
resiliency David Harville. Both men were
arrested last week. The alleged
harassment campaign began after the
unnamed couple published an online
newsletter last August that was critical of a
lawsuit filed by the company. According to
court documents, one of the accused eBay
executives texted the other, pointing out
that the newsletter had just published a
piece on the litigation. “If you are ever
going to take her down,” he wrote, “now is
the time. … I want her done. … She is a
biased troll who needs to get burned
down.” EBay told reporters that the
company had terminated the defendants’
employment last year and issued a formal
apology to the victims of the cyberstalking
campaign. The company said an internal
probe had investigated whether its chief
executive at the time, Devin Wenig, had
been involved in the incident. The
company concluded that he had made
“inappropriate” communications
concerning the issue but hadn’t taken part
in any of the alleged harassment or known
about it beforehand. All six defendants
were charged with conspiring to commit
cyberstalking and conspiring to tamper
with witnesses.

Dateline: Texas

American Olympic boxer Ginny Fuchs was
cleared of doping charges earlier this
month after officials determined that the
illegal substances had been transmitted to
her by her boyfriend during sexual
intercourse. “I am very relieved that
USADA understood how unique my case
was in giving me a ‘no fault’ that allows me
to resume my career immediately,” Fuchs
said in a statement. “I had no idea that I
could become contaminated by way of
intimate contact with another person. I
want to thank USA Boxing for believing in
me and supporting me throughout these
past few difficult months.” In March an
out-of-competition urine test taken by
Fuchs returned positive for trace amounts

of two banned substances. According to
the Houston Chronicle, Fuchs discovered
that her boyfriend had been taking the
substances without her knowledge while
they were having unprotected sex. In a
statement, the US Anti-Doping Agency
said it had consulted with an outside team
of experts and concluded that the trace
amounts found in Fuchs’ urine sample
were consistent with sexual transmission
and determined that she was telling the
truth. Thanks to the decision, Fuchs will
remain eligible to qualify for the 2021
Olympic Games as a flyweight.

Dateline: United Kingdom

Two airplanes became wedged together
after colliding at a Scotland airport.
According to BBC News, no one was
injured following an accident at Aberdeen
International Airport last week in which
the nose of a former Flybe passenger
plane ended up wedged under the engine
of a Loganair jet, lifting the second vehicle
into the air. No passengers or crew
members were aboard the Loganair
airplane at the time of the collision. The
Air Accidents Investigation Branch (AAIB)
is reportedly investigating the incident. A
spokesman for Loganair told reporters, “A
Loganair Embraer 145 regional jet,
parked with no passengers or crew
members aboard, was hit by a former
Flybe Bombardier Q400 aircraft, which we
understand was being prepared for
departure after being stored at Aberdeen
Airport. … The most important thing is
that no one was injured in the incident,
with the crew working on the ex-Flybe
aircraft being safe and well, yet
understandably shaken by the
occurrence.” No further comment has
been made by authorities.

Dateline: Washington

The longest hospitalized COVID-19
patient recently received a $1.1 million,
181-page bill from the hospital. Michael
Flor made headlines last month for his
miraculous recovery following a 62-day
stay at Swedish Medical Center in
Issaquah, Wash. The Seattle Times reports
that Flor came so close to death that at
one point during his stay, nurses held a
phone to his ear and allowed him to say
goodbye to his wife and children. “He was
as sick as you can get, with basically every
organ system shutting down,” says Dr.
Anne Lipke, a pulmonary and critical-care
physician. But the 70-year-old man made
an astounding recovery and was allowed to
return home in May. Earlier this month
Flor received the bill for his hospital stay
and was shocked to see a $1,122,501.04
bill attached to a 180-page report
explaining the charges. Luckily, Flor has
insurance including Medicare, so he won’t
have to pay the majority of the bill. “It was
a million bucks to save my life, and of
course I’d say that’s money well-spent,” he
told reporters. “But I also know I might be
the only one saying that.” a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird

news to josh@alibi.com.

NEWS CITY
BY JOSHUA LEE

Lovelace Accused of
Racial Profiling
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham said the state
will be investigating claims that Lovelace
Women’s Hospital in Albuquerque practiced
racial profiling against Native mothers to
stop the spread of COVID-19.

Earlier this month New Mexico In Depth
and ProPublica published a report claiming
that Lovelace doctors were separating
Native mothers from their babies in an
attempt to curb the spread of the novel
coronavirus. According to the allegations,
the hospital conducted special COVID-19
screenings for patients who appeared to be
Native, whether or not they had symptoms
of the virus or lived in a hotspot. Staff were
allegedly instructed to compare the
patients’ ZIP codes against a list of
reservation ZIP codes. If the patient’s ZIP
code matched, they were reportedly
designated as a “person under
investigation” and were separated from
their babies at the time of birth. Some
mothers were allegedly kept from their
infants for up to three days while doctors
waited on test results for the virus.

Lovelace told the Albuquerque Journal
that the hospital’s screening practices had
been “misconstrued and inaccurately
reported.” Earlier this month Gov. Lujan
Grisham said the state is investigating the
allegations and will “unequivocally hold this
hospital accountable.”

Tribal Casinos Reopen
Against the wishes of Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham, a number of New Mexico tribal
casinos have reopened.

The Santa Fe New Mexican reports that
Isleta Casino & Resort in Albuquerque,
Ohkay Hotel Casino in Ohkay Owingeh and
Taos Mountain Casino in Taos all have
reopened to the public. The casinos said
that they are taking precautions against the
spread of COVID-19; some are requiring
patrons to wear face coverings or have their
temperature taken, while others have
installed plexiglass dividers between slot
machines.

But the governor has explicitly asked
them not to reopen. “All casinos are
strongly, unequivocally encouraged to
remain closed at this time—just like other
entertainment facilities—due to the risk of
COVID-19 spread,” said the governor’s
spokeswoman, Nora Meyers Sackett.

Tribal casinos belong to sovereign
nations and do not answer to the governor’s
office. Nontribal casinos remain closed for
the time being.

Senate Approves Budget
Cuts
The New Mexico Senate approved the
revised state budget on Saturday before
adjourning. Lawmakers were forced to
make a number of cuts to the budget
because of COVID-19 and related drops in
oil revenue.

According to KRQE positive trends in the
gas and oil market led legislators to pass an
especially large $7.5 billion budget earlier
this year. But the pandemic has had
devastating effects on the oil and gas
industry as consumers have been ordered
to stay at home and demand for fossil fuels
has dropped.

The drastic upheaval of the industry led
lawmakers to meet for a special session
and discuss cuts to state projects.
According to NM Political Report, the
revised budget reduces spending by more
than $600 million, bringing the budget to $7
billion. It includes about $787 million from
the federal government. a
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I
t’s a different world from whence we
last touched base. Our local
government bodies have had to quickly

respond to the COVID-19 pandemic with
budget adjustments, small business help
and police reform.

Covid Blue, Green
Local government leaders jumped into
action to try to find ways to alleviate the
economic, social and cultural impacts of
the several-weeks-long pandemic lockdown
by putting up several million in economic
aid to small businesses.

Back in April Burque leaders tossed out
$5,000 in 15 micro loans to businesses with
five or fewer employees. Another cool
Burque $1 million is going out to help area
nonprofits and businesses who service at-
risk populations to go toward food,
housing and other basic needs. The city
also gave out a little more than $310,000 to
help 66 local arts and cultural
organizations weather the pandemic.

There are some interesting items on the
Council table when they gather for a
special meeting June 29 to tackle adjusting
the budget to deal with the pandemic
damage and the damage done June 1
during the police reform riots. The sexy
items Councilors plan on tackling are a trio
of proposed ordinances introduced by
Councilors Lan Sena and Isaac Benton.
One would require employers such as
grocery stores, hospitals and restaurants
with 50 or fewer worker bees give them
between $30 and $75 a week in hazard pay
for essential folks who have to deal with the
public. Another ordinance says such
employers must provide up to 80 hours of
sick leave for COVID-19 and other
illnesses. The third ordinance is not so
controversial and requires employers to
provide personal protective equipment like
masks and gloves.

The pay bump and sick pay are not
popular topics for some. Councilors Don
Harris and Brook Bassan want to see an
economic study on how this will impact
businesses that are already struggling to keep
up. Business leaders have said these bills lack
transparency and lack respect for city
businesses and could cause even more to close.
Proponents of the bills say these support the
vulnerable workers, who have and will
continue to show up.

Councilors passed a price-gouging bill
that makes it a crime to raise the cost of
services and essential items like toilet
paper, cleaning supplies and other
essential stuff by more than 20 percent
during an official declared emergency. One

important exception is when the wholesale
costs have spiked due to market
fluctuations. It gives the city the authority
to check out purchase documents. Price
gouging became a problem over the last
few months, and according to the state’s
Attorney General’s Office there have been
hundreds of complaints filed.

In one more little bump for businesses,
more room for restaurants and retail shops
to operate came in the form of a measure
allowing establishments to expand into
their outdoor space, like parking lots, for
customers. This will help many mom-and-
pop businesses have a better chance of
getting back on their feet.

Over Here
At a June 16 special meeting, the Bernalillo
County Commission approved $5 million in
small-business grants. The bucks are
funded through the county’s federal
CARES Act coronavirus relief money. The
money should help about 500 businesses up
to the tune of $10,000 each. The county is
giving priority to businesses who did not
qualify for the Paycheck Protection
Program. The county received a total of $32
million from the feds in CARES Act
funding. 

Bernalillo County also received good
news from the Environmental Protection
Agency in the form of a $600,000
Brownfields Assessment Grant to start the
process of cleaning up contaminated
property in the South Valley. Once the

clean-up assessment is completed, then the
County can apply for a larger grant to
execute the actual clean up. This part of the
Rio Grande Valley was once primarily an
agricultural community that experienced
rapid development with little planning and
zoning regulations. The Broadway and
Second Street corridor has evolved into a
checkerboard of small farms, varied
housing, heavy industrial, open spaces and
other commercial ventures. Air, ground and
water pollution has plagued these South
Valley residents since the 1950s, causing a
square mile to be declared a Superfund site
requiring federal monitoring. Part of this
square-mile site has been cleaned up with
prior funding and was removed from the
national priority list. According to the EPA,
Brownfields programs started in 1995 and
give communities with contaminated
properties a chance to transform them into
attractive, healthy, vibrant communities.

Bernco commissioners passed a $341
million dollar biennial budget. The two-
year budget was adjusted by delay or
removing a number initiatives due to the
unexpected pandemic that caused a
decrease in tax revenue. But with
restaurants and breweries now reopening,
the County has implemented its Take A
Ride With Us promotion that gives Uber
users up to $10 through June 30. Just use
the code SUMMER2020. First come, first
served for up to 3,000 riders. This is a
public/private hook-up that has provided
more than 25,000 rides since 2017.

NEWS | COUNCIL WATCH  by Carolyn Carlson

We Can’t Breathe
The fast changing police environment

has brought local governments face to face
with police training, funding, recruiting
and attitudes. Councilor Pat Davis has
introduced a bill that would overhaul the
city’s police department. Mayor Tim
Keller has announced his own reform
plan, which includes a whole new agency.
Not a lot of response has been
forthcoming from the Bernco Sheriff. A
peek at the Sheriff ’s Office webpage
shows deputies are doing their jobs and
are actively recruiting. The state
lawmakers are taking a hard look, with
some groundbreaking statewide legislation
making its way through the Roundhouse.
We at the Alibi will be keeping our eyes
and ears on how this important issue
shakes out.

As per tradition, City Councilors will
take the month of July off unless a special
meeting is called. They will return to their
chamber on Aug. 3. Bernalillo County
Commission is set for July virtual
meetings. Check out all the local
government happenings at www.cabq.gov
and www.bernco.gov a
Send your comments about the City Council

to carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meeting 

Monday, August 3, 5 p.m.

Council Chambers in the basement of City Hall

View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

Uncharted Territory
City Council navigates new paths as protests and COVID continue

Thankfully every council member remembered to wear pants. CABQ/YOUTUBE.COM
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A
lbuquerque has become a focal
point for the national movement
against racist police violence since

the shooting of a protester at a prayer
gathering on Monday, June 15, for the
removal of the controversial “La Jornada”
statue in front of the Albuquerque
Museum. Immediately after the shooting, a
tank and police officers in riot gear arrived
and began shooting tear gas, flashbangs
and non-lethal bullets into the crowd of
protestors and counter-protestors.

The shooter, Steven Baca, ran
unsuccessfully for Albuquerque city council
last year. The District Attorney’s office has
dropped the most serious charges against
Baca and has asked that the investigation
be conducted by the New Mexico State
Police, citing concerns that APD’s response
to the shooting may have compromised
the crime scene and that eyewitnesses may
be “reluctant to cooperate with [the]
agency in the aftermath of [the] response
to the situation.”

The victim, Scott Williams, is in the
hospital in stable condition and, as of
publishing, is expected to live.

Earlier on Monday, June 15, Mayor Tim
Keller announced the formation of
Albuquerque Community Safety, a new
unarmed public security department in
Albuquerque. This department’s purpose is
to handle public safety calls related to
homelessness, addiction and mental health
issues instead of the Albuquerque Police
Department, which is currently called in to
deal with such cases. “The new department
is the culmination of two years of
preliminary work to change the way
Albuquerque handles public safety, and
comes amid nationwide calls to move
resources away from armed police response
as a one-size-fits-all answer,” Mayor Keller
said in a press release. “[The] Albuquerque
Community Safety department will help
the City focus police efforts and resources
on fighting violent crime, and firefighters
and paramedics on fires and medical
emergencies.”

Keller has estimated that at least $10
million will be reallocated to fund this new
department, which will be assembled
before the end of the year. 

This response comes after many other
American cities have announced their
efforts toward police reform and defunding
since the ongoing protests sparked by the
extrajudicial police killing of George Floyd,
an unarmed Black man in Minneapolis.

San Francisco Mayor London Breed has
recently announced the creation of an
unarmed department to handle non-
criminal calls, similar to Mayor Keller’s
new proposal. The New York Police
Department has announced it will disband
its plainclothes anti-crime units, which
disproportionately targeted Black and
Latinx people. The Minneapolis City
Council has voted to disband the
Minneapolis Police Department altogether
and create an alternative to public safety.

When asked what the impetus for
creating this new department was,
Councilor Pat Davis said, “In public
budgets, law enforcement is the most
expensive and least effective form of
public health interventions. Cops aren’t
the best providers for public health and
homeless services.” The new department,
which will also be reachable by calling
911, will be composed of social workers
and homelessness and violence
prevention experts.

“Over the past two years, we’ve
increased funding to Family & Community
Services Department by 40 percent. APD
was increased by only 20 percent, mostly
for oversight and compliance,” said

NEWS | FEATURE  by Robin Babb

A New Public Safety Department
Mayor Keller’s new public safety department could reduce burden on cops

Councilor Davis. “So we’ve been moving
this direction, but it’s important for us to
capitalize on this moment of public
support to pressure skeptical votes on the
Council to make this change permanent.”

Some local activists and community
organizers have mixed feelings about the
new public safety department, especially in
light of APD’s response to the shooting at
the La Jornada prayer vigil.

“If this saves people’s lives, that’s the
most important thing,” said Melanie
Yazzie (Diné), an organizer with The Red
Nation and Assistant Professor of Native
American Studies and American Studies at
UNM. “But what is [Mayor Keller] going
to do about the bigger picture? That has to
involve divesting from systems of state
violence like the police and investing in
programs that allow Native people and
people of color to lead dignified lives.”

Yazzie and other community organizers
calling for the defunding of APD point out
that the communities most affected by
police violence aren’t convinced that more
officers will create a better, safer
relationship between the public and the
police. “We don’t need more officers on the
streets,” Yazzie says. “Police escalate

situations. They do not de-escalate. When
they’re armed, that potential for violence
increases dramatically.”

Christopher Ramirez is executive
director of Together For Brothers, a local
organization that supports young men of
color in becoming community leaders.
“Why haven’t we already been doing this?”
he asks of the new public safety
department. 

He is also skeptical of APD’s continued
role in his community and is concerned
about Mayor Keller’s commitment to hire
more police officers. 

“In a basic sociology class, you’ll learn
that the correlation isn’t: more police
equals less crime. The more police we
have on the street actually increases crime.
… The system of policing is set up to
create a controlling narrative that young
men of color are criminals. I’ve been a
part of community dialogues where police
showed up in uniform, with their guns! It
created an environment where our young
people felt they couldn’t even speak up
out of fear.”

On June 17 City Councilors Lan Sena
(District 1) and Pat Davis (District 6) co-
sponsored a bill to discontinue APD’s
participation in the “1033 Program,”
which allows city police departments to
acquire military surplus equipment for
civilian law enforcement. As the text of the
new proposed legislation states, “Studies
have shown and diverse groups from the
Charles Koch Institute and the American
Civil Liberties Union have concluded that
the militarization of police erodes public
trust and leads to increased police
violence, while the use of military-grade
weapons has not been show [sic] to
significantly reduce crime.”

One thing this bill did not address was
the department’s continued use of the
military equipment it already has, such as
the tank that was seen after the shooting at
the Oñate statue last week.

Ramirez says that, while this new bill
seems like a step in the right direction, he
is worried that it’s more about politics than
actual action.

“[In the press conference] Councilor
Davis said that we have to save some of
that [equipment] for hostage situations.
But I wonder, how many hostage situations
do we really have in Albuquerque? And
those that we do, is using tanks and riot
gear really the best way to de-escalate a
hostage situation?” a

Mayor Keller spoke about his plans for the new department. CLARKE CONDÉ



ARIES (March 21-April 19): In addition to being a
magnificent storyteller, Aries author Barbara
Kingsolver raises chickens at her home. “There are
days when I am envious of my hens,” she writes,
“when I hunger for a purpose as perfect and sure
as a single daily egg.” Do you ever experience that
delightful rush of assurance, Aries? I suspect that
you’re likely to do so on multiple occasions in the
coming weeks. And if you are indeed visited by
visions of a perfect and sure purpose, your next
task will be to initiate practical action to manifest it
in the real world.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Nobel Prize-winning
Taurus physicist Richard Feynman got his
undergraduate degree from prestigious MIT and
his PhD from prestigious Princeton University.
Later he taught at prestigious Caltech. But his
approach to education had a maverick quality.
“Study hard what interests you the most in the most
undisciplined, irreverent, and original manner
possible,” he advised his students. I think his
strategy will work well for you in the coming weeks,
which will be a favorable time to gather valuable
information and polish your existing aptitudes.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You’re entering a
phase when you’ll have the potential to upgrade
and fine-tune your relationship with money. In the
hope of encouraging that prospect, I offer you the
counsel of author Katharine Butler Hathaway. “To
me, money is alive,” she wrote. “It is almost human.
If you treat it with real sympathy and kindness and
consideration, it will be a good servant and work
hard for you, and stay with you and take care of
you.” I hope you’ll consider cultivating that
approach, dear Gemini: expressing benevolence
and love toward money, and pledging to be
benevolent and loving as you use the money you
acquire.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): “Who would deduce
the dragonfly from the larva, the iris from the bud,
the lawyer from the infant?” Author Diane
Ackerman asks her readers that question, and now
I pose the same inquiry to you—just in time for
your Season of Transformation. “We are all shape-
shifters and magical reinventors,” Ackerman says. I
will add that you Cancerians now have the
potential to be exceptional shape-shifters and
magical reinventors. What new amazements might
you incorporate into your life? What dazzling twists
and twinkles would you like to add to your
character? What will the Future You be like?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Qabalistic teacher Ann
Davies asked, “If you stick your finger in the fire,
do you then complain that it is unfair when your
finger gets burned? Do you call the fire bad?” I
offer you this caution, Leo, because I want to
encourage you not to stick your fingers or toes or
any other parts of you into the fire during the
coming weeks. And I’m happy to inform you that
there are better approaches to finding out what’s
important to learn about the fire. The preferred
way is to watch the fire keenly and patiently from a
modest distance. If you do so long enough, you’ll
get all you need.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In accordance with
upcoming astrological portents, I urge you to
engage in a vigorous redefinition of the term
“miracle.” That will open you up to the full range of
miraculous phenomena that are potentially available
in the coming weeks. For inspiration, read this
passage by Faith Baldwin: “Miracles are everyday
things. Not only sudden great fortune wafting in on
a new wind. They are almost routine, yet miracles
just the same. Every time something hard becomes
easier; every time you adjust to a situation which,
last week, you didn’t know existed; every time a
kindness falls as softly as the dew; or someone you
love who    was ill grows better; every time a blessing
comes, not with trumpet and fanfare, but silently as
night, you have witnessed a miracle.”

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): When Libras become
authoritative enough to wield clout in their own
sphere of influence, it’s often due to three factors:
1. the attractive force of their empathy; 2. their
abilities to listen well and ask good questions,
which help enable them to accurately read people’s
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emotional energy; 3. their knack for knowing
specific tricks that promote harmony and a
common sense of purpose. If you possess any of
these talents, dear Libra, the next eight weeks will
be a favorable time to employ them with maximum
intensity and ingenuity and integrity. You’re
primed to acquire and wield more leverage.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): There is only one
kind of erotic intimacy between consenting adults
that can truly be called “unnatural”: an act that is
physically impossible to perform. Everything else is
potentially vitalizing and holy. No one knows this
better than you Scorpios. You’re the champions of
exotic pleasure; the connoisseurs of blissful
marvels; the masters of curious delight and
extraordinary exultation. And from an astrological
perspective, the coming weeks will be a time when
these aspects of your character could be especially
vivid. But wait a minute. What about the
pandemic? What about social-distancing? What
about being cautious in seeking intimate
connection? If anyone can work around these
constraints so as to have sexual fun, it’s your tribe.
Use your imagination!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): When he was
22 years old, Sagittarian-born Werner Heisenberg
received his doctorate in physics and mathematics
from a German university—even though he got a
grade of C on his final exams. Nine years later, he
was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics because of
his pioneering work on quantum mechanics. What
happened in between? One key development: He
was mentored by physicists Niels Bohr and Max
Born, both of whom also garnered Nobel Prizes.
Another factor in his success was his association
with other brilliant colleagues working in his field.
I hope this story inspires you Sagittarians to be on
the lookout for catalytic teachers and colleagues
who can expedite your evolution. The planetary
omens are favorable for such an eventuality.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You Capricorns
aren’t renowned for causing controversy. For the
most part you’re skillful at managing your
reputation and keeping it orderly. But there may
soon be a departure from this norm. A bit of a
hubbub could arise in regards to the impressions
you’re making and the effects you’re generating.
I’m reminded of Capricorn author J. D. Salinger,
whose book Catcher in the Rye was for a time widely
taught in American schools but also widely banned
because of its allegedly controversial elements.
These days the book is regarded as a beloved
classic, and I suspect you will weather your
commotion with similar panache.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Novelist Tom
Robbins articulated a vision of what it means to be
bold and brave. He said, “Real courage is risking
something that might force you to rethink your
thoughts and suffer change and stretch
consciousness.” I’m hoping you will make that
formula your keynote in the coming weeks. The
time is right for you to summon extra amounts of
fortitude, determination, and audacity. What new
possibilities are you ready to flesh out in ways that
might prod you to revise your beliefs and welcome
transformation and expand your awareness?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Joan of Arc
performed her heroic and magical feats in 1430
and 1431. But she wasn’t canonized as a saint until
1920—almost five centuries later. It took a while to
garner the full appreciation she deserved. I’m sure
you won’t have to wait as long to be acknowledged
for your good deeds and fine creations, Pisces. In
fact, from what I can tell, there’ll be a significant
honor, enhancement, or reward coming your way
sometime in the next four months. Start visualizing
what you’d like it to be, and set your intention to
claim it. a

HOMEWORK: WHAT’S ONE THING YOU COULD DO
TO ENHANCE THE WELL-BEING OF A PERSON 

OR PEOPLE YOU DON’T KNOW?
FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM. 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The
audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.

  FREEWILL ASTROLOGY | Horoscopes by Rob Brezsny
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THURSDAY JUNE 25

Slam in Cyberspace

Fire up the old computer and dial up Zoom to catch the Burque Revolt Online Poetry Slam and Open Mic this Thursday, June 25 starting at 7pm. The local rhyme syndicate
decided that it wants to “stay on the precautious side and protect our elders and community members from COVID 19.” Therefore they’re now hosting a monthly all-ages
slam online. A $50 cash prize goes out to the night’s top slammer. You can sign up for open mic, poetry slam or to be a judge and/or audience member using Google Forms.
For login information on Zoom, go to facebook.com/events/918478561947441. 7PM alibi.com/v/76qx. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

SATURDAY JUNE 27

Swingin’ Stream

Maybe you can’t hang out in your favorite bar right now, but you could crack open a beer from your fridge and listen to a concert in your living room on Saturday, June 27.
AMP Concerts presents a live streaming event with folk/gypsy swing trio Zoltan and the Fortune Tellers. From 6 to 7pm the concert streams live on the AMP Facebook
page and on YouTube. During the continuing COVID lockdown, many venues throughout Albuquerque remain closed. The folks at AMP have been doing their best to keep
some of our local performers employed and to provide entertainment for audiences stuck primarily at home. All artists are being paid for this ongoing online concert series,
so if you’d like to donate to AMP Concerts, got to ampconcerts.org. 6 TO 7PM alibi.com/v/76qy. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

Run For Race

Kick-ass local sports sisters Duke City Roller Derby, New Mexico Brujos Rugby Club, Atomic Sisters Women’s Rugby and Albuquerque Roller Derby are uniting forces to host a
Run Against Racism Virtual 5K Collaborative Fundraiser on Saturday June 27. The 5K run can be completed anytime during the weekend of June 27 and June 28, 2020.
All registration fees and contributions will be donated to the Albuquerque Black Lives Matter chapter. To contribute a pledge or to sign up, head to
go.rallyup.com/runagainstracism. alibi.com/v/76qz. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

Return of the Drive-In

Despite the fact that movie theaters remain closed (for the time being), Bernalillo County has launched its annual Movies in the Park series. This year, however, it’s been re-
christened Movies in the Park(ing Lot: Drive-In Edition). The next movie night out takes place Saturday June 27 in the parking lot of Isleta Amphitheater. This week’s
feature is the Mr. Rogers-based biopic A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood, starring Tom Hanks. Gates open at 7pm. Film starts at dusk. Admission is free, but parking
spaces are very limited. Attendees are requested to wear face masks when venturing outside of their cars for food or restrooms. ISLETA AMPHITHEATER 5601 UNIVERSITY BLVD SE, 7PM

alibi.com/v/76r0. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

SUNDAY JUNE 28

Veggies in Your Van

Despite our being locked inside for extended periods of time, it’s still summertime, the sun is still shining and plants are still blooming. If you want to take advantage of
some of that freshly sprouted produce, you have until Thursday at noon to shop with Railyard Market vendors (http://railyardsmarket.org/Drive-Thru-Market.php) and reserve
your fresh veggies, foods and other items from a variety of local merchants. Then head directly to The Railyards Market Farm to Car event on Sunday June 28 from 10am
to 1pm and workers will safely load your order into your car. RAIL YARDS MARKET ABQ 777 1ST ST SW, 10AM TO 1PM alibi.com/v/76r1. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

Red Mesa The Path to
the Deathless
(Desert Records)

The slow, deliberate sauce that seeps out of
Red Mesa’s new album The Path to the
Deathless speaks not only to the desolation
of the desert, but to a nebulous, impending
problem. Doom, sure, but this is metal
served at such a velvety, sluggish pace that
drivers listening to this album late at night
on the roads of New Mexico might want to
set the cruise control to a proper speed, lest
they find themselves inadvertently slowing
down to keep pace with the music. Of
surprising note is the violin on “Swallowed
by the Sea” that comes in like piccolo
trumpet from an Ennio Morricone
composition. Good, bad and ugly: With The
Path to the Deathless Red Mesa adds a
weighty one to the sunburned collection of
albums on the dashboard of the discerning
desert drifter.

August James Obsessed

(Swamp Yankee
Records)

August James’ Obsessed is the kind of
record that makes you ache for a summer
road trip with the windows rolled down.
James tells stories where, as he describes,
he knows “love is a sinking ship.” Lyrically,
James packs the songs with extra words
like Detective Columbo asking just one more
question and taking the story in a direction
that you really hadn’t expected. Where you
have exceptional and unexpectedly
energetic drumming on songs like
“Cowboys on the Beach” and “Nate’s
Song,” you can be fooled into thinking the
songs are not really as heartbreakingly sad
as they truly are. On an album where the
twang comes from pedal steel, not James’
buttery voice, Obsessed is the kind of
country you may not want to live in, but
you’ll want to drive through.

SONIC REDUCER
BY CLARKE CONDÉ

Red Mesa The Path to the Deathless

August James Obsessed

IMAGE BY MARKUS DISTELRATH FROM PIXABAY
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FILM | IDIOT BOX by Devin D. O’Leary

“T he times they are a-changing,”
some hippie kid once sang.
And change, for a lot of

people, can be frightening. There are
those who view 2020’s rapid changes not
as a natural social evolution, but as an
unnatural symptom of left-wing “cancel
culture.” Last week, for example, some
people took the opportunity to freak out
over the fact that “the mob” was forcing
PepsiCo to discontinue the 130-year-old
pancake mix brand Aunt Jemima. For
whatever reason, these same people
seemed significantly less concerned 26
years ago when “the mob” forced PepsiCo
to cancel Crystal Pepsi.

And now social change, driven by the
massive wave of protests in the wake of
George Floyd’s death at the hands of
Minneapolis police, has resulted in the
cancellation of a pair of popular docu-
reality TV shows about police. On June 9
Paramount Network cancelled the long-
running “Cops” after 33 seasons on the air
(25 of which were on FOX, 5 on Spike and
the remainder on Paramount). The very
next day, A&E Network announced it was
ending its “Cops” clone “Live PD”—an
even bolder move given that “Live PD”
regularly pulls in around 2.5 million
viewers and pushes A&E to the top of the
weekend cable ratings. 

“This is a critical time in our nation’s
history and we have made the decision to
cease production on Live PD,” A&E said in
a statement. “Going forward, we will
determine if there is a clear pathway to tell
the stories of both the community and the
police officers whose role it is to serve
them. And with that, we will be meeting
with community and civil rights leaders as
well as police departments.”

To some it’s an err on the side of
caution during a particularly sensitive
flashpoint in our nation’s history. To

others it counts as a senseless villainization
of police. Fox News, for example, took to
the airwaves to editorialize that Nick Jr.’s
“Paw Patrol”—a cartoon about “first
responder” puppies—is next on the
chopping block. (It isn’t. The show
remains on the air, and calls to remove it
were tongue-in-cheek jokes—something
Fox is particularly bad at recognizing.) 

There are arguments to be made on
both sides of the issue, of course. Networks
are private corporations, free to add and
subtract shows for whatever reason they
see fit. Are they simply offering a knee-
jerk reaction to the protests du jour, fearful
of liberal-minded boycotts and other more
heavy-handed tactics? Perhaps. But if
corporations are bending in the wind these
days, responding to the will of the people,
it’s nice to see them doing so in a
progressive direction. Perhaps we should
take to the streets and start protesting
drug prices and industrial pollution now. 

On the other hand, maybe now is the
time to offer up role models of “good”

anime these days. (See for example: Netflix’s
“Beastars.”) This animated fantasy centers on a
normal high school girl who magically transforms
into a humanoid tanuki (a Japanese racoon dog)
and hides out in Anima City, a refuge for magically
transformed beast people.

Welcome to Chechnya (HBO 8pm) HBO’s newest
documentary looks at a group of activists risking
their lives to confront the ongoing anti-LGBTQ
persecution in the repressive and closed Russian
republic of Chechnya.

Adú (Netflix streaming anytime) This Spanish
drama, premiering today on Netflix, follows three
different stories, all about immigrants attempting
to cross the Strait of Gibraltar and risking their
lives in the process. 

WEDNESDAY 1
“Unsolved Mysteries” (Netflix streaming anytime)

The producers of “Stranger Things” are getting
even more nostalgic, reviving the 1987 to 2010
docu-crime series. No one could ever replace
hyperbolically ominous host Robert Stack,
however—so producers have dispensed with the
role for this reboot. a

THIS 

WEEK IN SLOTH
Single,” “Marriage Boot Camp: Reality Stars” and
“Double Shot at Love with Pauly and Vinny.” Previous
iterations of their life story never required Pauly or
Vinny to do anything other than act like themselves.
Here, they actually put in a bit of work, helping victims
of hidden camera pranks execute hidden camera
pranks of the people who hidden camera pranked
them in the first place. All in all, a life well lived.

FRIDAY 26
“Twogether” (Netflix streaming anytime) South Korean

musician/host/actor Lee Seung-Gi and Taiwanese
TV/movie star Jasper Liu travel East Asia meeting
their rabid fans in this unscripted travel variety show.

SATURDAY 27
“Global Goal: Unite For Our Future—The Concert”

(KOB-4 7pm) Global Goal is a worldwide “campaign
and pledging summit” designed to “coordinate the
development of COVID-19 tests, treatments and
vaccines and ensure equitable access to everyone,
everywhere.” The campaign aims to “combat the
disproportionate impact that COVID-19 has on
marginalized communities – including people of color,
those living in extreme poverty, and others facing
discrimination.” As everyone knows, that best way to
do that is to have a concert! Among the musical celebs
already working with Global Goal and likely to show

THURSDAY 25
“Adventure Time: Distant Lands—BMO” (HBO

Max streaming anytime) Pendleton Ward’s cult
cartoon returns with a series of four, hour-long
specials, each concentrating on a different character
from the post-apocalyptic Land of Ooo. For starters
we get plucky sentient video game system BMO on a
space-spanning adventure.

“The Twilight Zone” (CBS All Access streaming
anytime) Still rather starved for non-”Star Trek”
content, CBS’ streaming service adds a second
season of Jordan Peele’s “Twilight Zone” reboot.
Among the guest stars this season: Morena
Baccarin, Jenna Elfman, Topher Grace, Tony Hale,
Gillian Jacobs, Thomas Lennon, Joel McHale, Billy
Porter, Damon Wayons Jr. and Jurnee Smollett.

“Revenge Prank with Pauly D and Vinny” (MTV
7pm) Italianoid man-babies Paul Del Vecchio and
Vincent Guadagnino were adopted by MTV back in
2009. Since then audiences have watched them
grow up on such reality shows as “Jersey Shore,”
“The Pauly D Project,” “Jersey Shore: Family
Vacation,” “The Show with Vinny,” “Famously

Cop Out
    Networks cancel police cam shows

STREAM TIME
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Netflix
Leaving June 24:

Avengers: Infinity War

Leaving June 30: The Amityville

Horror, Blow, Chasing Amy, Chitty Chitty

Bang Bang, Cloverfield, Ferris Bueller’s

Day Off, Inception, The Last Samurai,

The Matrix Trilogy, Patriot Games,

Philadelphia, The Ring, Tarzan, Yes Man

Adding June 29: Bratz: The Movie

Amazon Prime Video
Leaving June 29: Across 110th Street,

Art School Confidential, Bill & Ted’s

Bogus Journey, Blue Velvet, Breakin’ 2:

Electric Boogaloo, The Care Bears

Movie, Child’s Play, The Cutting Edge,

Eat Drink Man Woman, F/X, The Good,

the Bad and the Ugly. Moonstruck. An

Officer and a Gentleman, The Pink

Panther, The Return of the Living Dead,

Some Like it Hot, Star Trek: The Motion

Picture

Adding June 27: Guns Akimbo

Adding June 30: Where the Wild

Things Are, Mission: Impossible—Ghost

Protocol, Spy Kids

Disney+
Adding June 26: Avengers: Infinity

War, Tarzan, Percy Jackson and the

Olympians: The Lightning Thief

Hulu
Adding June 25: Charlie’s Angels

Adding June 30: Mission:

Impossible—Ghost Protocol, One For

the Money

Leaving June 30: Aeon Flux, Bend

It Like Beckham, Blazing Saddles,

Demolition Man, The Full Monty, I Am

Legend, Kill Bill Vol. 1 and 2, Let Me

In, Monster House, Romancing the

Stone a

up: Lady Gaga, Adam Lambert, Coldplay, Justin
Bieber, Miley Cyrus and Shakira.

SUNDAY 28
“2020 BET Awards” (KRQE-13 7pm) Although it

doesn’t make up for … well, anything going on in
America right now … or in the last 200 years, at
least the BET Awards are being broadcast on CBS
this year.

MONDAY 29
“The Bachelor: The Greatest Seasons—Ever!”

(KOAT-7 7pm) No longer able to lock random
strangers in a house and videotape them until they
copulate (thanks a lot, Coronavirus!), host Chris
Hanson “reaches into the vault” to pull out the most
devastating rose ceremonies, the most passionate
proposals, the most unexpected new arrivals, the
most dramatic meltdowns, the biggest breakups,
and, of course, the most romantic moments from
seasons past.

TUESDAY 30
“BNA: Brand New Animal” (Netflix streaming

anytime) “Furry” fiction is becoming big business in

police behavior. If adding people of color
or LGBTQ characters or differently abled
characters to mainstream TV shows counts
as aspirational representation, then maybe
highlighting respectful and responsible
police actions counts as the same. Dan
Abrams, the host of “Live PD,” has stated
that his show presents a compelling
argument for police transparency and
officer body cams. True enough. However,
the cancellation of “Live PD” came just a
day after it was revealed that 40-year-old
Javier Ambler—who is black—died in
Texas last year after sheriff ’s deputies
repeatedly used stun guns on him. The
incident was recorded by “Live PD”
cameramen, but never aired. The network
eventually erased the footage, which some
observers found troubling. It is the show’s
policy to erase footage shortly after airing,
so that police cannot rely on it to
prosecute people. That’s a logical enough
policy of neutrality—but this incident
points up the morally and legally
confusing gray area of police cam footage
shows in the first place. Those on camera
do not consent to have themselves filmed.
(“Live PD” relies on the “public space”
laws regarding privacy.) Broadcasting
images of people being arrested live on
TV can have a serious impact on the idea
of “innocent until proven guilty.” And
many communities do not have much
input as to whether the shows film in their
jurisdiction. (Albuquerque Mayor Martin
Chavez famously “banned” “Cops” from
Albuquerque back in 2001.)

In the end it’s probably best to admit
that police reality shows like “Cops” and
“Live PD” aren’t the ideal way to represent
how we want law enforcement to function
in America. Maybe less time watching
what’s happening on our TVs and more
time looking at what’s happening on our
str       eets is a start. a
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Jennifer DeSantis’ business card says
she is the “Liaison of Social Activities
Extraordinaire” for OT Circus, a non-

profit gallery and art event space in
downtown Albuquerque. That title is a tall
order in normal times, but since the
global pandemic took hold, she has had
to redefine her role as the “Social
Activities” part dissipated. She is now, as
she describes, an “Art Tender:” She helps
New Mexico’s artists show and sell their
work in a world that has for the past few
months been one with shuttered galleries
and artists left with few venues in which to
make a living. 

Enter Facebook. The social media site
became for DeSantis and OT Circus a
readymade platform to not only help local
artists sell their work without investing
much time or money in infrastructure, but
to also grow a supportive community of
local artists. Weekly Alibi sat down with
DeSantis (at a social distance) to find out
how the OT Circus ABQ Online Art
Auctions work. The following is an edited
version of that conversation. 

Weekly Alibi: You’ve managed to come
up with a way to help New Mexico’s
artists sell their work, and you’ve found
a way to do it that didn’t cost any
money. How is that?
Jennifer DeSantis: I’m a visual artist. That
is my main gig. And I’m a contract worker
for the OT Circus. I’m mainly in charge of
art programming, gallery management
and things like that. Being an
independent visual artist, I have been
involved in Facebook auctions in several
groups for over four years. Mid-March
was our last in-person show at the OT
Circus. Then everything, as you know,
kind of snowballed with the COVID. We
started brainstorming; how can we help
our local creative community with all of
these in-person events having been
canceled? How can these artists start
making money? We were toying with the
ideas of virtual shows live and things like
that. In lieu of things going live and
doing virtual shows on websites, I said why
don’t we do this auction? Why don’t we
take this template that exists all over
Facebook and hone it into our community
under the umbrella of the OT Circus? So,
we created this platform I’d already had
experience with and just changed a few
specifications to make it just for New
Mexican artists.

When did this start?
April. This is our third month and we
average about $5,000 every month put into
the creative economy. We’ve kind of
created our own micro-economy during
the pandemic through the auctions. What
we are seeing is a lot of artists supporting

Bringing Art Auctions Online
Jennifer DeSantis and the OT Circus ABQ Online Art Auctions

 ARTS | ARTS INTERVIEW by Clarke Condé

artists or new community members
meeting artists from different parts of New
Mexico. It’s really been great, not only in
sales and income for artists, but also
nurturing the social media skills and
photography skills; all of these things that
come with being an artist in 2020. The
auction platform really helps hone those
skills and attributes. 

You have over 1500 members in the

group now?

It’s incredible. I really was thinking when
this started, this is going to be great to
help a few people. We’ll see what happens.
The groups that I’m involved with [other
Facebook auction groups] are national and
international. With this one being just
local, I really thought it was going to be
smaller, but it’s actually bigger and more
supportive than some of the larger
groups.

The artists pick the work and they set
their prices. Does the OT Circus make
money from this?
No. There’s a time to give and there’s a
time to receive. If people want to donate
something to the OT Circus, there is that
option, but I don’t really push it right now
because artists have lost everything. The
life of an artist and their income is relative
to events. That’s it. Website sales are one
thing. Etsy sales are another thing. Print
on demand sales are very miniscule. Most
of their income is derived from doing an
in-person event or these online auctions,
which really is so similar to an in-person
event. The more you engage in the
Facebook group, the more people you talk
to, the more people you get to know, the
more times you say thank you to people
that compliment your work, that’s
forming a relationship very similar to
what you would if you had a tent in this
park right here.

The advantage of seeing art online as
opposed to an art opening is there is no
low-grade wine.
We don’t know if people are drinking
while they’re posting their work at their
house. There may in fact be some low-
grade wine or whiskey.

Is the idea to just keep the auctions
going?
We were going to stop once things sort of got
back to normal, which at this point I don’t
think they’re going to get back to normal
anytime soon. At OT Circus I was throwing a
different event every week so there was
something fresh, exciting and inviting. We’re
still trying to keep Downtown activated with
creativity, beauty and life. With that being
said, I don’t think that we’ll be able to
continue that route. Since First Friday art
walks are starting again in July, we are going
to take away that first week.

  You are not going to hold the online
auction on the first week of the month?
I think we’ll just keep it going for the
other weeks. We’ve received 99 percent
positive feedback, particularly from people
that are buying. A lot of people are telling
us they can’t make it to an in-person show
for various reasons. Some people are
honestly still nervous about going
Downtown, which is unfortunate. This
gives them the ability to meet artists, view
art, purchase art and support this creative
economy here in Albuquerque and in New
Mexico from the comfort of their own
home. People are really digging it, so we
want to continue doing it. It’s really
important for artists to feel supported, to
feel encouraged and to feel motivated.
That’s part of what we’re doing in the
group. We want artists to have a sense of
self-responsibility, which is why we want
you to take your photos, upload your
listings, set your prices, communicate with
people. As you continue doing it on this
platform, you’ll get better at it. It becomes
easier. You meet more people. I don’t want
to stop it if artists are doing well and
feeling supported right now.

Do you think this could be a high point
in our culture in creating art, not only
because of cultural stressors, but
cultural stressors that put people at
home with time on their hands?
Yes. We’re seeing a lot of COVID-inspired
art for     sure. Isolation is a huge theme.
Depression. Solitude. Meditation. A lot of
spiritual growth we’re seeing exemplified
through artistic expression from the
COVID for sure. I think it’s definitely
given us a totally unique perspective.a

Find the OT Circus ABQ Online Art
Auctions online at

Facebook.com/groups/ABQArtAuction

Jennifer DeSantis at a distance CLARKE CONDÉ
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David Santiago’s work is out in the
world in various forms. You can
just as easily find it larger than life

on a wall downtown as on a beer can in the
hands of someone leaning up against a
wall downtown. His works are instantly
recognizable. They depict a girl with long
hair.

When the pandemic hit, Santiago
wanted to do something to help. In April
he began a new three-print series as a way
to support nurses around the country.
Limited edition, 18” x 24” signed and
numbered prints went on sale on his
website April 29 for $75 each, with the
stipulation that 25 percent of all sales
would be donated to the American Nurses
Foundation. This orga  nization does things
like helping nurses that are out of work
because they are quarantined or sick with
COVID-19, as well as supporting the
mental health needs of nurses that have
been asked to do so much to care for
others during this pandemic. As of last
week, Santiago has donated over $5,000 to
the American Nurses Foundation as a
result of these sales.

We have grown to expect polished

An Iridium Layer in the
Anthropocene

David Santiago’s “New Normal”

 ARTS | ARTS INTERVIEW by Clarke Condé

work from Santiago and the “New
Normal” series doesn’t disappoint.
Shifting hair, shirt, mask and cross colors
between the three versions outline the
same face, changing the mood of each.
However, I do take issue with the naming
of this particular piece. I chafe at the
concept of a “New Normal,” like we have
arrived as a plateau of some kind in daily
life. Conditions are so fluid in American
society it may be more accurate to consider
this the “Now Normal,” leaving space for
the inevitable changes that are headed our
way. That said, I recognize that is a pretty
nit-picky complaint and not really a
reflection on this work. Santiago can name
his work whatever he wants.

We’ve all heard a million times that we
are living through unprecedented times and
that we are now living through a moment in
history that will be one of significant note
across cultures; an iridium layer in the
Anthropocene. How we will remember is as
important as how we are remembered. To
own Santigo’s “New Normal” is a positive
way to do both. a

See more of David Santiago’s work on
his website, stjameart.com

One of three versions (black on black) of the “New Normal” limited edition print series
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The Balance Between Normality and Safety

DOWNTOWN

DOG HOUSE DRIVE IN
1216 Central Ave SW, 243-1019 • $
[American] The flashing neon dachsund beckons to hot
dog mecca, where we indulge in not just the hot dogs but
also essentials like tater tots and Frito pie. Get your dogs to
go and race home to enjoy them with a few brews. Or go
inside the Dog House, find a seat at the tiny counter and
nurse one of their damn fine milkshakes.

JAVA JOE’S �
906 Park Ave SW, 765-1514 • $
[Coffee/Tea/Espresso, American, Bakery/Sweets]
Java Joe’s boasts a cool ’60s Haight-Ashbury feel but isn’t
jam-packed with hippies or anything. It attracts a diverse
crowd of cyclists, artists, musicians, hipsters and even
grown-ups simply searching for a good cup of joe (albeit
one made with house-roasted beans). From freshly baked
scones and waffles to sandwiches and salads, the menu is
simple and satisfying. Warning: Joe’s breakfast burritos may
cause you to audibly but the regulars here will totally get it. 

SLATE STREET CAFÉ �
515 Slate Ave NW, 243-2210 • $$$
[Fine Dining, Bakery/Sweets, American,
Organic/Locally Grown] Slate is on a quiet, blink-and-
you-miss-it avenue between Fifth and Sixth Street, nestled
right in the heart of the legal district. Like the space itself,
the menu is polished and unintimidating. Don’t miss the ahi
tuna sandwich (with gluten-free bread available!). It’s all
very affordable for its level of quality. There’s also a fabulous
wine loft with the wines listed by style—“just a little sweet,”
“ABC: Anything But Chardonnay” or “sexy, elegant, austere”—
not varietal or region. Demystifying the label like this makes
it easy for patrons to pair wine and food.

FAR NORTHEAST HEIGHTS

FLYING STAR CAFÉ �
4501 Juan Tabo Blvd NE, 275-8311 • $$
[American, Bakery/Sweets, Deli/Sandwiches,
Coffee/Tea/Espresso, Organic/Locally Grown] Sure,
you go in thinking you’ll be good and get a skinny latte,
scrambled egg whites and a side of turkey and green chile
sausage, but five minutes later somebody’s saying “apple
pie with ice cream” and the voice is coming from your
mouth. Give in. It tastes good.

SCARPA’S
9700 Montgomery Blvd NE, 323-0222 • $$
[Pizza, Deli/Sandwiches] Brick-oven pizza may have
come to us from California, but they do it pretty well here in
New Mexico. The chicken Caesar pizza is genius with white
cream sauce and a salad right on top of the pie. And if the
pizzas don’t get you going, there’s homemade pasta, yummy
minestrone and a lineup of excellent beer. Perhaps the best
thing on the menu is the torta dessert—a mountain of puff
pastry, baked apples and cinnamon ice cream. Dive in with
a demitasse of fresh espresso.

NOB HILL

GECKO’S BAR & TAPAS � 
3500 Central Ave SE, 262-1848 • $
[Bar and Grill/Pub, American, Fusion] Gecko’s killer

patio sits on a Nob Hill corner that’s simply perfect for

people-watching. Set directly between La Montañita Co-op

and Scalo, you’re sure to bump into folks you know as you

sip a cocktail and enjoy tidbits from the affordably priced

tapas menu. On Mondays, the wings are 50 cents each,

and on Wednesdays after 6pm, you can get a

cheeseburger for $5.50. Watch some sports, eat a burger

and enjoy a seasonal ale.

IL VICINO
3403 Central Ave NE, 266-7855 • $$
[Pizza, Deli/Sandwiches, Brewery, Italian] Il Vicino’s

thin-crusted, gourmet-topped pizzas are perennial

favorites among Alibi readers, but the big salads are

equally popular. Order at the register, and a server brings

the food to your table, making weekday lunches speedy.

The open kitchen gives you something to stare at while

you wait. Stop in for a quick lunch or a late afternoon

microbrew at one of the sidewalk tables.

TWO FOOLS TAVERN
3211 Central Ave NE, 265-7447 • $$
[Bar and Grill/Pub, British Isles] Deep-frying may well

be a Scottish national pastime, pursued with the same

extremist zeal as soccer hooliganism and pub patronage.

Sink your teeth into one of the breaded and fried items

Two Fools Tavern offers and you’ll understand why. This

British Isles-style pub is the brainchild of successful

restaurateur Tom White (Scalo and Il Vicino). Highlights

include perfect fish and chips, buckets of beer, scads of

Scotches, and Saturday and Sunday brunch with, of

course, live Celtic music. They also serve a perfectly

rationed hot toddy. Order one in the colder months and

sip on it by the fireplace . You won’t be disappointed. 

NORTHEAST HEIGHTS

GARCIA’S KITCHEN
8518 Indian School Rd NE, 292-5505 • $
[New Mexican] If it’s salt-of-the-earth, tried-and-true

New Mexican favorites you’re after, hit up a Garcia’s in

your area. It has daily specials, breakfast any time and

even a “gringo menu” that’ll fill you up without depleting

your wallet. The huevos rancheros with green chile will

leave you licking the plate and contemplating seconds.

RANGE CAFÉ
4401 Wyoming Blvd NE, 293-2633 • $$
[American, New Mexican, Bakery/Sweets] See the

description under “Midtown.”

OLD TOWN

CHURCH STREET CAFÉ �
2111 Church Street NW, 247-8522 • $$
[New Mexican] This warm and welcoming café occupies

one of the oldest houses in Albuquerque, and now you can

even drink on its fabulous patio! Look for it behind the San

Felipe de Neri Church, and don’t miss out on the posole

with your choice of red or green chile. The Navajo taco is

delicioso! We won’t tell anyone if you wolf down a few

sopaipillas drenched in honey. 

D. H. LESCOMBES WINERY AND
BISTRO �
901 Rio Grande Blvd NW, 243-9916 • $$
[American, Specialty Food Store] This casual,

reasonably priced eatery is located just to the northwest of

the Sheraton Old Town off Rio Grande. Regular live jazz

music, two patios and a spacious front specialty wine and

gift shop bring wine festival flair to thirsty Burqueños year-

round, while the menu is built around the Vineyard’s

signature wines.

SEASONS ROTISSERIE & GRILL �
2031 Mountain Rd NW, 766-5100 • $$$
[American, Bar, Dessert, Fine Dining, Fusion,
Organic/Locally Grown, Seafood, Steakhouse, Take
Out/To-Go, Vegetarian, Wine Bar] Seasons’ rooftop

patio is one of our favorite wine-drinking destinations,

especially when it’s nice out. There are heaters up there for

chilly nights, the courtyard fountain provides a calming

gurgle, the view of the mountains is great, and the happy

hour menu has outstanding dishes at more-than-

reasonable prices.

SOUTH VALLEY

MONTE CARLO STEAKHOUSE
3916 Central Ave SW, 836-9886 • $$
[Steakhouse, American] Come for the Budweiser, stay

for the steak. Or stay for the Budweiser too. This is not your

typical country club steak retreat—velvet Elvis, model cars

and a revolving pastry case make Monte Carlo your very

own Capri Lounge, right here in Burque. Even the

appetizers are impressive. Make sure to try the fried

zucchini and order Greek baklava for dessert. 

SOUTHEAST

CERVANTES RESTAURANT &
LOUNGE
5801 Gibson Blvd SE, 262-2253 • $$
[New Mexican] Ah, the bar at Cervantes. It represents

Albuquerque as we like to think of it: unbound by trends,

not particularly fashionable, sometimes sketchy but mostly

just full of good people. Go when it’s so hot you can’t bear

one more minute in the sun. Drink enough Margaritas to

FOOD | CHOWTOWN by Dan Pennington

take the pain away. Then order up some of Cervantes’

home-cooked New Mexican food and eat until you’re

stuffed. Be sure to sit in the bar section and take

advantage of their jukebox to absorb the full mood and

energy of this Albuquerque gem.

LA BAREN
230 Louisiana Blvd SE Ste A, 232-6764 • $
[Vietnamese, Asian] The La Baren menu includes

several types of spring rolls (try the shrimp sausage),

noodle dishes, soups, vegetarian dishes and rice dishes

that are made from scratch and to order. La Baren also

serves Vietnamese sandwiches made on special

baguettes and offers double the meat for just two bucks

extra. Closed Mondays.

UNIVERSITY

ANNAPURNA’S WORLD
VEGETARIAN CAFÉ �
2201 Silver Ave SE, 262-2424 • $
[Vegetarian/Health Foods, Specialty Food Store,
Bakery/Sweets] Ayurvedic cuisine supposedly works

with your body’s natural energies and constitution to

create “soul” food that’s on a whole new plane. Winners of

Best Vegetarian in our restaurant poll several years

running, Annapurna’s food is satisfying but never heavy

and, well, you just feel better after you eat there. Try

Sunday brunch with spiced gluten-free, vegan pancakes

and breakfast quinoa (but you’ll have to live without

scrambled eggs, sorry). The shaded courtyard to the side

of the restaurant is spectacular.

SAGGIOS
107 Cornell Dr SE, 255-5454 • $$
[Pizza, Italian, Deli/Sandwiches] Saggios serves up

some of the biggest slices in town. Dotted with fat slices of

sausage and loads of gooey cheese, it’s one of our top ’za

destinations. The crust is moderately thin, but the edges

are puffed and crunchy, just like we like ’em. Even though it

can be loud, the trompe l’oeil murals are even louder—dine

in until 10pm on weeknights and 11pm on weekends.

Don’t forget the espresso and cannoli!

UPTOWN

CHEESE AND COFFEE �
2679 Louisiana Blvd NE, 883-1226 • $
[Deli/Sandwiches, Jewish, German,
Vegetarian/Health Foods, Coffee/Tea/Espresso] We

love this strange little place with aggressively retro décor,

like super ’70s wood paneling. Cool. Plus, they serve New

York deli stuff like bagels with lox and cream cheese, and a

club with dill Havarti on rye bread, as well as a selection of

German favorites. Our favorite option is the salad trio—you

get to pick from Caesar, Greek, apple Waldorf, pasta, potato,

fruit, tuna, chicken or egg salads, and it comes with a roll. 

We are all in the same boat when we say we miss the way life was pre-COVID-19. Nothing will ever compare to a dinner out
with friends. It seems like so long ago when we could share drinks and laugh unmasked while inches apart. I miss those
times just as much as anyone, but conversely, I acknowledge how important social distancing is. We’ve come this far to
quash the disease, helping prevent any dramatic spreading, but the fight isn’t over. Below is a list of some currently open
for dine-in restaurants locally, but it comes with two caveats. The first is that we’re denoting places with patios with a �, 
so you can feel a little safer with responsible outdoor dining. The second is that we ask you to be respectful of staff and
restaurant requirements for mask-wearing indoors. Yeah, it sucks. Wearing a mask isn’t fun, but it helps stop the spread of
the disease, and staff have little say in the matter of being there. So we ask that if you go out, please be responsible and
compassionate, as your choices affect the whole restaurant.
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A Summer Respite
The Aperol Spritz

BY CLARKE CONDE

It seems the cocktail hour has become
more fluid of late given the decreased
need to actually go anywhere. Begin

when and how you see fit, keeping in mind
that the Aperol Spritz is on the lighter side
of the cocktail spectrum. This is a summer
cocktail meant to be enjoyed on the
veranda overlooking the Italian Riviera. If
the veranda is unavailable, your local
picnic table, plastic Walmart chair or
kiddie pool will suffice. There are four
basic ingredients to the Aperol Spritz and
a surprising flexibility to their proportions:

Aperol is an Italian orange aperitif that
looks like an Albuquerque sunrise when
Arizona is on fire. It has a bitter orange
flavor with a hint of vanilla. It can usually
be found near the liqueurs in your finer
liquor stores. There is no substitute.

Champagne is generally called for, but
there is a wide latitude here. Prosecco,
sparkling wine or champagne will all work
perfectly fine, provided you stay on the
drier side. I went with the local thing and
chose Gruet’s Brut.

Club Soda adds a bit of fizz and evenly
dilutes the drink. Most any unflavored

type will do. Feel free to leave it out for a
stronger drink. You can even call the club
soda “Coke” if you prefer, but do not
actually substitute Coke for club soda in
your Aperol Spritz or you will be terribly
disappointed.

Orange is the traditional garnish of the
Aperol Spritz. A slice on the rim of the
glass adds class, but it would not be
outside the realm to squeeze a bit of
orange juice in there as well as long as you
don’t get carried away. Other fruits are not
recommended.

Ice is a subject of debate. This a warm
weather drink so you want it cold, but I say
just keep your ingredients cold and leave
out the ice. It just dilutes the drink as the
ice melts. Is that really what you want?

A good starting point is to mix equal
measures of Aperol and champagne,
adding just a splash of club soda. From
there you can adjust as you see fit,
modifying the levels of alcohol and the
bitterness. It’s hard to go wrong with the
Aperol Spritz, so experiment to find the
mix that suits your taste. After all, you’re
the one drinking it. a

FOOD | COCKTAIL by Clarke Condé

The Aperol Spritz is light, slightly bitter and perfect for hot days. CLARKE CONDÉ
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“We have an opportunity. This special
session is really going to be focused on
dealing with the budget gap. … I think
that all of our policy makers need to think
clearly. … We have to pass recreational
cannabis in this state.”

She looked quite smug—swinging a
heavy Bill Clinton thumb—and I don’t
blame her. I’ve been celebrating my own I-
told-you-sos these past few weeks. Because
the writing’s on the wall, and it’s clear to
everyone that New Mexico is all set to
turn into Thunderdome thanks to the
seemingly inevitable economic recession
looming on America’s horizon. If the
state doesn’t do something fast, there
won’t be a state left. And as we’re
seeing, cannabis is one of the only
coronavirus-safe industry options we
have left available to us. At this

point, there is very little choice left
to lawmakers, though I’m sure

we’ll still see plenty of
opposition. It is 2020, after

all.

Sanders Talks Cop
Reform and
Legalization

Sen. Bernie Sanders
recently made an

impassioned appeal to
legalize cannabis at the federal

level to help address racial
disparity in our nation’s policing
policies.

While speaking about police
reform on the Senate floor last

week, Sanders strongly encouraged
cannabis law reform. “We need to

legalize marijuana,” he said. “In the
midst of the many crises we face in this
country, it is absurd that under the federal
Controlled Substances Act, marijuana is at
Schedule I along with killer drugs like
heroin. … We must end police officers
continuing to arrest, search or jail the
people of our country—predominantly
people of color—for using marijuana.”

For some reason, this issue hasn’t been
raised all that much in the current
discussions revolving around racial
injustice in America. The Drug War (or the
War Against Some Drugs) has been
compared to a conveyor belt that was
designed to deliver young black men into
modern slavery at the hands of the
nation’s private prisons. Without a doubt,
the constant threat of incarceration for
minor cannabis offenses that’s been
hanging over the heads of our citizenry for
the last century has done tremendous
damage to citizen-police relations. It’s
hard to place your trust in the very people
who are actively trying to lock you up for
the rest of your life over a joint. a

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS by Joshua Lee

It’s been some months since we last
spoke, dear reader. The last time I was
here, the new novel coronavirus still

seemed like some unreal boogeyman. I’d
just finished binge-watching Will Forte’s
masterpiece “The Last Man On Earth”
and had been harboring secret apocalypse
fantasies when I first heard the rumblings
of quarantines in China. I’ve felt very
guilty about those fantasies ever since.

The other thing I’ve felt guilty about
has been the gusto with which I’ve taken to
quarantine life. I went to ground and
blocked out everything but my collection
of terrible ’90s television. Every few weeks
I’d venture out to the grocery store to arm
wrestle over bath tissue and listen in on
conversations. This was my main source of
news for most of the lockdown. But while
most of us were pulling down the drapes
and watching “Seinfeld,” the world of
cannabis carried on without us.

Like hardware stores and food
suppliers, cannabis dispensaries
(even recreational ones) were
considered “essential” in most of
the states where marijuana is legal.
As you can imagine, cannabis sales
have not suffered during the
pandemic. Unlike many industries
marijuana has continued to rake in the
dough. In Oregon and Washington,
cannabis sales saw a major surge in
May, while California, Colorado and
Nevada saw a dip. This is significant
because Oregon and Washington’s
cannabis markets are less dependent on
tourism than the others. It’s also notable
that in the states that saw a loss, in-state
consumption actually rose, indicating an
increase in overall adult consumption
rates. It’s believed that this means
consumption rates across the country have
risen during the pandemic.

Here in the Land of Enchantment, sales
of medical cannabis in the first quarter of
2020 rose a whopping 43 percent over last
year according to Ganjapreneur. That was
right before the pandemic got serious,
though. We’re still in the second quarter.
But if national trends are anything to go
by, then it will likely follow suit.

Co-founder of CB1 Capital Todd
Harrison recently reported that while
other industries are watching their stocks
tank, cannabis companies are watching
their stocks jump up and dance. He
attributes much of this success to the
“essential” qualification of dispensaries in
most states and the inclusion of federal
banking provisions for cannabis companies
in the HEROES Act.

Harrison wrote, “The coronavirus
pandemic has disrupted many lives and

industries, but
it’s also brought certain realities to bear;
among them, the need for a legal and
regulated global cannabis industry and the
tax-revenues and jobs that come with it.”

Near the end of last month, Gov.
Michelle Lujan Grisham was asked about
recreational cannabis legalization in New
Mexico during a live-streamed COVID-19
update. “Let’s end on a high note,” she
said, making the entire state cringe. She
pointed out that many of the capitol
projects that were vetoed or downgraded
would have been able to continue as
planned had lawmakers passed the
cannabis legalization bill earlier this year.

“The [cannabis sales] projections are
nearly $100 million of recurring revenue
into the budget,” she said. “And if we want
economic support and economic relief,
then we have to use every economic idea.”
She blinked with exasperation. “And I want
to point out also that the vast majority of
New Mexicans favor recreational cannabis.

Market Value
Cannabis sales OK during pandemic
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Notices

Announcements

w
GPNM
TELEMTG/CO

NV
GP Teleconvention
4/25, 1:30 pm. Info at
greenpartyofnm.org.
Run for office?
Contact by Apr 18.

Legal

w
A-1 Self
Storage

Auction 
A-1 Self Storage
New Mexico Auction
Ad Notice of Public
Sale Pursuant to
NEW MEXICO
STATUTES § 48-11-
1-48-11-9: Notice is
hereby given that on
the 16th day of April,
2020 At that time
open Bids will be
accepted, and the
Entirety of the
Following Storage
Units will be sold to
satisfy storage liens
claimed by A-1 Self
Storage. The terms
at the time of the
sales will be Cash
only, and all goods
must be removed
from the facility
within 48 hours. A-1
Self Storage
reserves the right to
refuse any and all
bids or cancel sale
without notice.
Owners of the units
may pay lien
amounts by 5:00 pm
April 15, 2020 to
avoid sale. The
following units are
scheduled for
auction. Sale will be
beginning at 09:00
am April 16, 2020 at
2636 Baylor Dr SE
Unit#A18 Seth
Regensburg 309
Truman St NE, Abq,
NM 87108; Furniture,
appliances, tote, tv.
Unit#B66 Joseph
Apodaca 1813
Columbia Dr SE,

Abq, NM 87106;
Totes, suitcase, bags,
cooler, toolbox.
Followed by 7610
Central Ave
Unit#A26 Sophia
Maes PO Box 2111
Milan NM 87021;
Bags, mattress,lawn
mower,totes.
Unit#C30 Valerie
Ramos 1033 Maderia
SE Abq, NM 87108;
Furniture,space
heater, fans.
Unit#D52 Gail Brain
1330 Mountain View
NE Abq NM 87123;
Clothes, furniture,
bags, boxes.
Unit#H09 Roy
Gutierrez 4849
Gibson SE Abq NM
87108; Bbq
Furniture,bird cage.
Followed by 49 Hotel
Circle NE Unit#146
Caleb Rice 3120
Madeira Dr NE, Abq
NM
87110;Furniture,bike,
tv , barstools.
Unit#349 Clarence
Pitre 50 Hotel Cir NE,
Abq, NM 87123;
Bags,boxes,computer
,car seat,cooler.
Followed by 9735
Menaul Blvd
Unit#117 Heath
Carey 9 Calle Por Los
Caballos Tijeras, NM
87059; Furniture.
Unit#160 Amber
Stiley 7811 Central
Ave SE Abq NM
87108; Sml
refrigerator,bikes,doll
y
furniture,boxes,bags.
Unit#101 Amber
Stiley 7811 Central
Ave SE Abq NM
87108; Furniture,
crates,microwave,tot
es.Unit#87 Dean
Wilson 1044 Menaul
Blvd NE, Abq, NM
87112; Furniture,
bags,stools.Followed
by 58 S.Zamora Rd
Unit#K316 Larry
Williams 112 Aztec
Rd NW Abq NM

Classified Place your ad: alibi.com/ads
classifieds@alibi.com 
(505) 346-0660 ext 248

Employment
Admin Assistant
Inter
New Mexico State
University College of
Agricultural,
Consumer and
Environmental
Sciences
Albuquerque, NM,
full-time position, 40
hours per week at
$13.24 per hour.

Body & Soul
Licensed Massage

w
TANTRA
MASSAGE &

TEACHING
Give yourself the
powerful & beautiful
gift of Tantra
massage and
teaching. I am a
Certified Tantra
Educator/Professional

Massage Therapist,
Life Coach, Reiki
Energy Healer.
Lic#2788 Namaste,
Julianne 505 920
3093

MASSAGE 
Young college
student with a nice
clean studio near the
university offering

credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

YOU WILL GET
RESULTS when you
place your classified ad
in the Weekly Alibi. Call

346-0660 ext. 248
today!

THE WEEKLY ALIBI
CLASSIFIEDS are a
great deal! Call 346-
0660 ext. 248.

Minimum
Qualifications: High
School diploma or
GED certificate and
three (3) years of
experience related to
the standard duties
as outlined.
Completion of a
post-secondary
degree or certificate
may substitute for

years of experience.
Deadline for
applications must be
submitted online by:
04/23/2020. For
complete job
description,
qualifications and
application process
visit:
http://jobs.nmsu.edu/
postings/38510.

Apartments

NEWLY
RENOVATED
NEWLY
RENOVATED,
furnished studios.
Laundry Onsite.

Cable & Utilities
INCLUDED. Call
now: 505-226-6932

LOW RATES!
BRAND NEW Fully
Furnished Studio
Apartments – no

87107;
shelf,ladder,tire,
speaker, chair.
Unit#K319 Larry
Williams 112 Aztec
Rd NW Abq, NM
87107; Boxes, books,
sml refrigerator,
shelves, rug,
mattress. Auction
Sale Date 4/16/2020.
Ad runs Fri 4/3/2020
and Fri 4/10/2020 

A-1 Self Storage
Auction 
A-1 Self Storage New
Mexico Auction Ad
Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to NEW
MEXICO STATUTES §
48-11-1-48-11-9:
Notice is hereby
given that on the 9th
day of July 2020 At
that time open Bids
will be accepted, and
the Entirety of the
Following Storage
Units will be sold to
satisfy storage liens
claimed by A-1 Self
Storage. The terms at
the time of the sales
will be Cash only, and
all goods must be
removed from the
facility within 48
hours. A-1 Self
Storage reserves the
right to refuse any
and all bids or cancel
sale without notice.
Owners of the units
may pay lien amounts
by 5:00 pm July 8,
2020, to avoid sale.
The following units
are scheduled for
auction. Sale will be
beginning at 09:00
am July 9, 2020 at A-
1 Self Storage 5419
Academy Rd NE
Unit#B3 Rachel
Garcia 4320
Washington #36,
Abq, NM 87114;
Furniture, tire, box
and totes. Unit#D46
Sheila Martinez 6401
Academy Rd, Abq,
NM 87109; Furniture,
suitcase, boxes, and

mirror. Unit#F24
Alfred Baca PO Box
2501, Espanola, NM
87532; Couch.
Followed by A-1 Self
Storage 4700 Osuna
Rd NE Unit#R054
Alan Davis 4321
Montgomery, Abq,
NM 87109; Lexus
sedan. Unit#P146
Johnathan Garcia
4401 San Pedro, Abq,
NM 87109; Car seat,
and stools.
Unit#C008 Thomas
Truillio 13605 Elena
Gallegos, Abq, NM
87111; Couch, tires,
paintings, and boxes.
Unit#K023 Patrick
Holian Boxes.
Unit#A026 Ronilia
Brown 5800 Osuna,
Abq, NM 87111;
Mattresses, boxes,
and backpack.
Unit#P079 Frances
Galvin 6410
Commercial St SE,
Abq, NM 87107;
Bikes, cabinets and
totes. Followed by A-
1 Self Storage 5412
San Mateo NE
Unit#A36 Steven
Griego 3309 Alvarado
Ave, Abq, NM 87110;
Boxes and books.
Unit#B3   8 Matthew
Candelaria 7409
Rainwater SW, Abq,
NM 87121; Couch,
mattress set, and
bag. Auction Sale
Date, July 9, 2020
Alibi ad runs
6/26/2020 & 7/3/2020 

THE WEEKLY ALIBI
CLASSIFIEDS      are a
great deal! Call 346-
0660 ext. 248 or email
classifieds@alibi.com

YOU WILL GET
RESULTS when you
place your classified ad
in the Weekly Alibi. Call
346-0660 ext. 248
today!

#REQ 2000160S.
Department Contact
Info: Donna Parker
Sauter, Program
Director 575-646-
0310. NMSU is an
equal opportunity
and affirmative
action employer.

Real Estate

therapeutic massage
9am until 6pm
(505)295-9458
Monday-Saturday
lic# 9993

Metaphysical

PSYCHIC
specializing in
reuniting wellness.
Solves any and all

problems. Call
(323)387-5594.

Beauty Services

w
Bodywork/Ref
lexology

Take some time for
yourself and get
stress relief. Contact
Daniel (505) 336-
0719. Text preferred
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Across 
1   Account execs 
5   Common writing 
10 Melting period 
14 Tabriz's country 
15 Patty and Selma's brother-in-law 
16 Saintly symbol 
17 Credit for a newspaper story on a Magritte work?
19 Musk who named one of  his kids X AE A-XII 
20 Topics during a job interview 
21 Robotic "Doctor Who" nemesis 
22 Rush singer Geddy 
23 City's outer fringe 
25 CXV x X 
28 Nervous 
31 Confirm, as a password 
34 Cumulonimbus, for one 
36 Carrie Fisher 6-Down 
38 Device with earbuds 
39 Rolling Stone co-founder Wenner 
40 One of  the Rat Pack 
41 “QuiÈn ___?” (“Who knows?” en espaÒol) 
42 Common interest gps. 
43 Mid-month Roman date 
44 “Ready to do this!” 
45 Lynx cousin 
47 American-born queen of  Jordan 
49 Part of  DOS or GPS 
50 Positive responses 
52 One of  30, for short? 
54 ___ cum laude 
56 Markey, Merkley, or Murkowski, e.g. 
62 Bunches 
63 Off-road cycling lane? 
64 Drummer Krupa 
65 Company that had a breakout with Breakout 
66 Prefix meaning “eight” 
67 Like some coffee 
68 Insinuate 
69 Aussie hoppers 

Down
1  Clothing mishaps 
2  French composer Satie 
3  Big ___ (David Ortiz's nickname) 
4  Fishhook attachment 
5  Gym class, for short 
6  Thespian's objective 
7   Leave out 
8  “That makes no ___!” 
9   Before, palindromically 
10 2011 Oscar winner for Best Picture 
11 Oates's attempt to go solo? 
12 Ubiquitous lotion ingredient 
13 Policy maven 
18 Run, as dyes 
21 Like library books, eventually 
24 Inner vision? 
25 Dead-end service gig, slangily 
26 Mild cigar 
27 Stretchy thing from the past? 
29 Pleased 
30 Nearly alphabetically last country 
32 New Orleans sandwich, informally 
33 Idyllic spots 
35 Like some dryer sheets or detergent 
37 “___ Excited” (Pointer Sisters song) 
40 Webmaster's concern 
44 Literary twist of  sorts 
46 Proud ___ peacock 
48 The slightest degree 
51 Luxury hotel accommodations 
53 Visible gas 
54 “We Three Kings” kings 
55 “Match Game” host Baldwin 
57 Card game with no cards below seven 
58 Doris Day lyric repeated after “Que” 
59 Food truck fare 
60 Actress Miranda 
61 Greek letters that look like P’s 
63 Reusable grocery item 

TOON PAGE | Illustration by Charles Ellis CROSSWORD | “TIMES SQUARED”A SIGN OF THE TIMES | by Matt Jones

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE AT ALIBI.COM
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