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A Memorial for the Missing and Murdered

“W herever a life is born, and
wherever a life passes, that
ground is sacred,” said State

Rep. Patricia Roybal Caballero at the
dedication of Women’s Memorial Park. That
statement, issued on Saturday, June 27 at a
“blessing and dedication ceremony,” sums
up the overall feeling of the event that was
attended by family and friends of the
victims of the West Mesa murders. “I want to
thank you all for pressing and pressing to
make sure we declare this land sacred for
your loved ones. It doesn’t matter what they
did in their life, their life is significant
because it’s a human life.”

If you’re from Albuquerque, then you
know about the West Mesa murders. It’s the
sad and gruesome case of 11 women and
one unborn fetus found in 2009 out on the
vast mesa to the west of our city. A woman
named Christine Ross and her dog Ruca
found a human femur on their daily walk on
the mesa across the street from her house.
The case garnered national attention, as
Albuquerque Police, along with forensic
investigators, FBI and a host of other law
enforcement dug up almost 100 acres of set-
to-be-developed land. Women’s Memorial
Park is a mollifying name for the hell that
must have taken place out here for these
women, whether they were killed on the
mesa, or just buried there. It was, and still is,
hell for the families left behind with so
many unanswered questions.

Her Girls

In 2007 APD detective Ida Lopez was
featured on a front-page article of the now-
defunct Albuquerque Tribune. She spoke with
journalist Maggie Shepard about how she
had a file of at least 17 missing women she
called “her girls” from the streets of
Albuquerque. They had all gone missing
from 2001 to 2006. Most of the 17 women
had been in and out of the drug addiction
lifestyle of the streets, and many had
prostitution charges on their records as well.
Of the original 17 women, the 11 found on
the mesa were: Cinnamon Elks, Veronica

Romero, Monica Candelaria, Syllania
Edwards, Julie Nieto, Jamie Barela, Doreen
Marquez, Virginia Cloven, Evelyn Salazar
and Michele Valdez (who was six months
pregnant). Both Syllania Edwards and Jamie
Barela were only 15 at the time of their
disappearance. Edwards was also the only
African-American victim and the only victim
from out of state. She was reported as a
runaway in 2003 by police in Lawton,
Oklahoma.

There have always been many
unanswered questions with regard to the

timeline of the disappearance and murder
of each of the women. Due to lifestyle it has
been hard to track an exact date of when
they went missing, although several family
members can remember the last time they
saw their loved one. No cause of death has
been made public, and no exact date of
death has been reported for any of the
victims.

Persons of Interest

To this day no official suspects have ever
been named. Albuquerque Police maintain

that this is not a cold case and say they have
a task force of several detectives who still
work on the case. Of the handful of persons
of interest identified in the aftermath of the
dig, only two remain in the public eye.
Lorenzo Montoya, a pressman at a local
printer, was killed in 2006 after killing a 19-
year-old woman named Shericka Hill he
had hired online as a dancer at his home.
Her boyfriend, Frederick Williams, followed
her to the house and shot Montoya outside
of his home as he was trying to dispose of
her body. Williams claimed he shot in self-
defense after Montoya started shooting at
him. At the time law enforcement said they
didn’t believe this was his first time. Then
Albuquerque Police Chief Ray Schultz told
media, “This is too brutal of a crime to be
his first one.” Montoya lived roughly 3 miles
away from the burial site of the 11 women in
the South Valley.

Convicted rapist Joseph Blea is the
second person of interest. The 63-year-old
Blea had a landscape business in the South
Valley when he was convicted in 2015 on
rape and kidnapping charges from multiple
cases ranging from 1988 to 1993. He was
dubbed the “Mid-School Rapist” because he
was known to stalk his victims from the area
around McKinley Middle School. His
youngest victim was 13 years old. Records
show that Blea frequented sex workers on
east Central Ave. Blea is currently serving a
90-year prison    sentence in Otero County
Correctional Facility and has never been
charged with any connection to the West
Mesa murders. Law enforcement has never
made any connection between Lorenzo
Montoya and Joseph Blea.

The Ceremony

Beyond the celebratory mariachi and the
congratulatory speeches to each political
figure who pitched in any money or effort to
get the park finished, there was an
undercurrent of grief. State Senator Bill
O’Neill broke down in tears as he took the
podium. “This hurts my heart. Please know
that we remember your loved ones at every

FEATURE | by Tierna Unruh-Enos   
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Eleanor Griego adjusts the marker on her daughter Julie Nieto's memorial.

 Long-awaited park dedicated to victims of West Mesa murders
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session. We have a moment of silence every
year. You will not be forgotten, and we are
going to get better as a community.”

The City of Albuquerque, with input
from the families has, 11 years later, created
a place to reflect and to have a small sense
of peace. It is a far cry from the dry, often
littered landscape the mesa can be. The area
that encompassed the dig was owned by KB
Homes, until the city was able to get the
mega-developer to donate a small slice for
the park. The park is just shy of an acre, but
it serves its purpose. Councilor Pena said
she was sorry it took so long, but at the last
minute they got the final $50,000 they
needed to finish the project this year. The
total cost of the project was 1.5 million
dollars. 

Angelica Garcia was only 8 years old
when her mom, Michelle Valdez, went
missing. Michelle’s remains were found on
the West Mesa in 2009. She remembers her
mom’s smile and a joyful personality.
Angelica is now 24 years old and expecting
a child he  rself. “I can’t go to the cemetery,
I’d rather come here. It’s the last place she
was.” Before Michelle disappeared in 2004,
Angelica would see her mom for birthdays
and holidays. “My grandfather looked for
her every day. He tried to find out what

happened to her until he got sick and
passed away in 2014. He would have been
happy to see this park.”

Christine Ross and Ruca (which means
“woman” in Spanish) drove from Flagstaff,
AZ for the dedication. There’s even a
marker at the park commemorating and
thanking Ruca for finding the girls. The
families of the victims made a dog tag for
Ruca’s collar that says “West Mesa Women.”
“I don’t know about you, but I believe in
divine intervention. I believe the Creator
sent Ruca to find your girls and bring them
home,” said Christine.

“I’ll never forget my sister, these women
and that unborn baby,” said Julie “Bubbles”
Gonzales, sister of Doreen Marquez, who
was the third victim found. “It was worth the
wait. I’m relieved I have a place now to
come and hang out with my family and
friends. It’s about time that I let my sister go
and be free to fly with angels.” a

If you have any information about the West

Mesa murders, or about other missing women

related to this case, Albuquerque Police have a

dedicated hotline. Call the 118th Street Task

Force at 1-877-765-8273 or (505) 768-2450.

There is a $100,000 reward for information

leading to an arrest and conviction of the

person or persons responsible.

   FEATURE | by Tierna Unruh-Enos   

CLARKE CONDÉFrederica Garcia holds a photo of her friend, Doreen Marquez, 

the 3rd victim found on the west mesa.
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Inequality Starts With Education

This week Black Voices ABQ, a
union of Black, Indigenous, Brown
and White allies, celebrates a

month of building connections within the
New Mexico community. We are
celebrating the level of social, emotional,
and financial support the community has
shown to affect local and national changes.
Although we have made much progress in
a short time span, there is much to be
done. Senior organizations that have been
working for the same change in our
community have voiced that something
feels different this time. People are finally
listening.

We are living in an age where
educational resources spread via social
media at the speed of light. Not only
educational resources, but the ability to

hold elected officials, businesses and
citizens alike accountable is far stronger
than in the past. Angry, hurt and
exhausted Black and Brown fingers are
typing away, rewriting history from the
perspective of ourselves and our ancestors,
as it truly happened. We are working
tirelessly at condensing 400 plus years of
hard-to-swallow truth into easily digestible
graphics for the world to see. All of this
work is toward the goal of spreading the
truth and the awareness to push for
change.

That being said, awareness is only the
start. We as POC (people of color) have
been aware for centuries of the unfair
policies and social pressures put on our
people. We are beginning at what feels like
the start. Black Voices ABQ aims to use
social media and internet platforms to
educate, push and demand change for a
stronger, healthier and more diversified
community and economy.

A huge factor hindering social change
is education. When looking at New Mexico
in education rankings, it is most time
efficient to simply scroll to the bottom; we
are 49th. On top of being one of the lowest
ranked states in education, it is a well-
known fact that schools with primarily
Black and Brown students receive less
funding than schools with primarily White
students.

Many factors contribute to this, one of
which is zoning. Schools in particular
zones or communities receive funding
from the property taxes on the
surrounding area. Students are
automatically placed in a school within the
zone their family lives in. Thus, lower
income communities face this doubly
difficult situation where they have less
access to resources outside of and inside of
school. The connections and opportunities
afforded by more highly funded education
are inherently not afforded to these
communities. If you are not born into a
community of higher income, you are far
less likely to receive adequate primary
education, and opportunities for collegiate
education are slimmed. The limited access
to the basic right to a higher education
needs to be rebuilt into something that
benefits all communities equally. It is a
necessity that should be accessible to all.

This is but one of the examples of how
systemic racism weighs upon the shoulders
of Black, Brown and Indigenous children.
Education is disproportionately offered by
the government and used as a form of
power to excessively affect the voices of
our children and that is mainly by means
of the school-to-prison pipeline. It is used

against us to create an unjust divide
between communities.

On the topic of education, New
Mexican’s are not fully educated on the
justice system and judicial system that
directly affects us. According to the New
Mexico census, 2.6 percent of NM’s
population identified as Black or African

American. Black people occupy 7 percent
of prisons and 4 percent of jails. That’s
100 times more than the Black population
in Albuquerque.

School-to-prison pipeline is a real factor
that disproportionately affects Black
children. When schools have law
enforcement on site, students are more
likely to be arrested. The US school and
law systems work together through
disproportionately disciplined and
excessive suspensions and expulsions. It is
more likely for a high school dropout to be
incarcerated than those who graduate high
school. Black Voices Albuquerque is dedicated to not
only educating New Mexico communities on these
issues but, also holding accountability to our
elected politicians to change oppressive laws that
affect us and our future generations. We as Black
Voices ABQ are committed to uniting our
community by giving a megaphone to Black,
Brown and Indigenous voices to push further
educational opportunities to turn this moment into
a movement for an equal future for all.a

EDITORIAL | TOWN SQUARE  by Lead Coordinator of Black Voices ABQ

Association of

Alternative

Newsmedia

VOLUME 29  |  ISSUE 27  |  JULY 2-JULY 8, 2020

EDITORIAL

MANAGING EDITOR/DIGITAL EDITOR:

Dan Pennington (Ext. 255) danp@alibi.com

ARTS AND LIT. EDITOR:

Clarke Condé (Ext. 239) clarke@alibi.com

COPY EDITOR/FILM EDITOR:

Devin D. O’Leary (ext. 230) devin@alibi.com

CANNABIS EDITOR:

Joshua Lee (ext. 243) josh@alibi.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:

Eva Avenue, Rob Brezsny, Carolyn Carlson, Maggie

Grimason, Steven Luthy, Hosho McCreesh

STAFF WRITER:

Robin Babb

PRODUCTION

ART DIRECTOR:

Xanthe Miller xanthe@alibi.com

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS:

Madeline MacKenzie (ext. 233) madeline@alibi.com

Alyssa Metoyer, alyssa@alibi.com

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER:

Clarke Condé (Ext. 239) clarke@alibi.com

SALES

SALES DIRECTOR:

Tierna Unruh-Enos (ext. 248) tierna@alibi.com

MEDIA SALES:

John Hankinson (ext. 235) john@alibi.com

ADMINISTRATION

PUBLISHER:

Constance Moss (ext. 222) constance@alibi.com

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER:

Tierna Unruh-Enos (ext. 248) tierna@alibi.com

CONTROLLER:

Constance Moss (ext. 222) constance@alibi.com

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE:

Madeline MacKenzie (ext. 233) madeline@alibi.com

SYSTEMS MANAGER:

Kyle Silfer (ext. 242) kyle@alibi.com

WEB MONKEY:

John Millington (ext. 238) webmonkeys@alibi.com

OWNERS:

Christopher Johnson and Daniel Scott

CIRCULATION

CIRCULATION DIRECTOR:

Darrell Sparks darrell@alibi.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER:

Shadi Al Roussan

INFORMATION

PRINTER:

The Santa Fe New Mexican

IN LOVING MEMORY:

Doug Albin, Martin Candelaria, Michael Henningsen,

Gretchen Hudson, Eric Johnson, Greg Medara, Chico

Ramirez, Mina Yamashita, Ernest Montoya

INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER:

Southwest Cyberport (232-7992) info@swcp.com

NATIONAL ADVERTISING:

VMG Advertising (888) 278-9866

www.vmgadvertising.com

NUCITY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

P.O. Box 81 Albuquerque, NM 87103

BUSINESS HOURS: 

10AM–5PM MON–FRI

PHONE AND FAX: 

(505) 346-0660

Alibi (ISSN 1088-0496) is published weekly 51 times per year. The

content of this issue is Copyright © 2020 by NuCity Publications, Inc.,

and may not be reprinted in part or in whole without written consent of

the publisher. All rights are reserved. One copy of each edition of Alibi

is available free to county residents and visitors each week. Anyone

caught removing papers in bulk will be prosecuted on theft charges to

the fullest extent of the law. Yearly subscription $100, back issues are

$3, Best of Burque is $5. Queries and manuscripts should include a

self-addressed stamped envelope; Alibi assumes no responsibility for

unsolicited material.

alibi

If you are a member of a New Mexico-based

social, political, charity, educational or arts

organization that would like to write an

editorial/opinion piece on a specific topic

relevant to local readers, please contact

editorial@alibi.com. Please use the subject

line: Town Square.

Y
S

A
  B

E
L
 
M

A
R

I
E

 
V

E
L
A

R
D

E
,
 
I
N

S
T

A
G

R
A

M
:
 
@

Y
S

A
M

A
R

V
E

L

Y
S

A
  B

E
L
 
M

A
R

I
E

 
V

E
L
A

R
D

E
,
 
I
N

S
T

A
G

R
A

M
:
 
@

Y
S

A
M

A
R

V
E

L



JULY 2-8, 2020 WEEKLY ALIBI [5]

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries author Marge
Piercy writes, “The people I love the best, jump into
work head first without dallying in the shallows.” The
Aries people I love best will do just that in the coming
days. Now is not the right time to wait around
passively, lazily hoping that something better will
come along. Nor is it prudent to procrastinate or
postpone decisions while shopping around for more
options or collecting more research. Dive, Aries, dive!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Calvin and Hobbes is a
comic strip by Bill Watterson. It features a boy named
Calvin and his stuffed tiger Hobbes. In the first panel
of one story, Calvin is seated at a school desk looking
perplexed as he studies a question on a test, which
reads “Explain [Isaac] Newton’s First Law of Motion
in your own words.” In the second panel, Calvin has a
broad smile, suddenly imbued with inspiration. In the
third panel, he writes his response to the test
question: “Yakka foob mog. Grug pubbawup zink
wattoom gazork. Chumble spuzz.” The fourth panel
shows him triumphant and relaxed, proclaiming, “I
love loopholes.” I propose that you use this scenario
as your victorious metaphor in the coming weeks,
Taurus. Look for loopholes! And use them to
overcome obstacles and solve riddles.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “It is a fault to wish to be
understood before we have made ourselves clear to
ourselves,” wrote philosopher and activist Simone
Weil. I’m hoping that this horoscope of mine can help
you avoid that mistake. In the coming weeks and
months, you will have a stronger-than-usual need to
be seen for who you really are—to have your essential
nature be appreciated and understood by people you
care about. And the best way to make sure that
happens is to work hard right now on seeing,
appreciating, and understanding yourself.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Some readers wish I
would write more like Cormac McCarthy or Albert
Camus or Raymond Chandler: with spare simplicity.
They accuse me of being too lush and exuberant in
my prose. They want me to use shorter sentences and
fewer adjectives. To them I say: It ain’t going to
happen. I have feelings similar to those of best-selling
Cancerian author Oliver Sacks, who the New York
Times called, “one of the great clinical writers of the
20th century.” Sacks once said, “I never use one
adjective if six seem to me better and, in their
cumulative effect, more incisive. I am haunted by the
density of reality and try to capture this with ‘thick
description.’” I bring these thoughts to your
attention, my fellow Cancerian, because I think it’s
important for you to be your lavish, sumptuous,
complex self in the coming weeks. Don’t oversimplify
yourself or dumb yourself down, either intellectually
or emotionally.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Travel writer Paul Theroux
has journeyed long distances by train: once from
Britain to Japan and back again, and then from
Massachusetts to Argentina. He also rode trains
during part of his expedition from Cairo to Cape
Town. Here’s one of his conclusions: “It is almost
axiomatic that the worst trains take you through
magical places.” I’d like to offer a milder version of
that counsel as your metaphor for the coming weeks:
The funky, bumpy, rickety influences will bring you
the best magic.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Philosopher Miguel de
Unamuno declared, “Everything that exalts and
expands consciousness is good, while that which
depresses and diminishes it is evil.” This idea will be
intensely true for and applicable to you in the coming
weeks, Virgo. It will be your sacred duty—both to
yourself and to those you care about—to enlarge your
understandings of how the world works and to push
your awareness to become more inclusive and
empathetic. What’s your vision of paradise-on-earth?
Now is a good time to have fun imagining it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): What do you want to be
when you grow up, Libra? What’s that you say? You
firmly believe you are already all grown up? I hope
not! In my vision of your destiny, you will always keep
evolving and transforming; you will ceaselessly
transcend your existing successes and push on to

accomplish further breakthroughs and victories. Now
would be an excellent time to rededicate yourself to
this noble aspiration. I invite you to dream and
scheme about three specific wonders and marvels you
would like to experience during the next five years.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): U.S. Senator Elizabeth
Warren has advice that would serve you well in the
coming weeks. She says, “Keep a little space in your
heart for the improbable. You won’t regret it.” In
accordance with your astrological potentials, I’m
inclined to amend her statement as follows: “Keep a
sizable space in your heart for the improbable. You’ll
be rewarded with catalytic revelations and intriguing
opportunities.” To attract blessings in abundance,
Scorpio, be willing to set aside some of your usual
skepticism and urge for control.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Author Malidoma
Somé lives in the U.S. now, but was born in the West
African country of Burkina Faso. He writes, “In the
culture of my people, the Dagara, we have no word
for the supernatural. The closest we come to this
concept is Yielbongura, ‘the thing that knowledge
can’t eat.’ This word suggests that the life and power
of certain things depend upon their resistance to the
categorizing knowledge that human beings apply to
everything.” I bring Somé’s thoughts to your
attention, Sagittarius, because I suspect that in the
coming weeks, you will encounter more than the
usual number of experiences that knowledge can’t
eat. They might at times be a bit spooky or
confounding, but will mostly be interesting and fun.
I’m guessing that if you embrace them, they will
liberate you from overly literal and materialistic ideas
about how the world works. And that will be good for
your soul.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Pioneer Capricorn
scientist Isaac Newton is often hailed as one of
history’s greatest geniuses. I agree that his intellectual
capacities were sublime. But his emotional
intelligence was sparse and feeble. During the time
he taught at Cambridge University, his talks were so
affectless and boring that many of his students
skipped most of his classes. I’ll encourage you to
make Newton your anti-role model for the next eight
weeks. This time will be favorable for you to increase
your mastery of three kinds of intelligence beyond
the intellectual kind: feeling, intuition, and
collaboration.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): When future writer
(and Aquarius) Charles Dickens was 12 years old, his
parents and siblings got incarcerated in a debtors’
prison. To stay alive and help his family, he took a job
working 12 hours a day, six days a week, pasting
labels on pots of boot polish in a rotting, rat-infested
warehouse. Hard times! Yet the experiences he had
there later provided him with rich material for the
novels that ultimately made him wealthy and beloved.
In predicting that you, too, will have future success at
capitalizing on difficulty, I don’t mean to imply you’ve
endured or will endure anything as harsh as Dickens’
ordeal. I’m just hoping to help you appreciate the
motivating power of your challenging experiences.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Maybe you feel that the
ongoing pandemic has inhibited your ability to
explore and deepen intimacy to the degree that
would like to. But even if that’s the case, the coming
weeks will provide openings that could soften and
remedy your predicament. So be extra receptive and
alert to the clues that life reveals to you. And call on
your imagination to look for previously unguessed
and unexpected ways to reinvent togetherness and
tenderness. Let’s call the next three weeks your
Season of Renewing Rapport. a

HOMEWORK: DECIDE ON THREE SPECIAL WORDS

THAT WILL FROM NOW ON SERVE AS MAGIC

SPELLS FOR YOU. KEEP THEM SECRET! DON’T

EVEN TELL ME. REALASTROLOGY.COM 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded weekly

audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The audio

horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or (900)

950-7700.

  FREEWILL ASTROLOGY | Horoscopes by Rob Brezsny
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Police Union Contract Extended Due to COVID-19

How should new contract reflect current focus on police violence?

The City of Albuquerque’s contract
with the Albuquerque Police
Officers Association (APOA), the

union for Albuquerque law enforcement
officers, is due to expire on June 30.
However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the contract will be extended until the City
Council can safely meet to vote on the
contract’s renewal. A representative from
the Mayor’s Office indicated that the
meeting would likely be delayed until
sometime in the fall. 

The current collective bargaining
agreement (CBA) with the APOA has faced
scrutiny for making it difficult to discipline
officers who have violated use of force
policies or had other instances of
misconduct. The current contract allows
90 calendar days for the Civilian Police
Oversight Agency to conduct an
investigation, which is often not enough
time to effectively investigate an instance
of policy violation, according to Edward
Harness, executive director of the CPOA.
Though the CPOA can file for an
extension to get 30 more days to
investigate, more complicated cases can
still require more time. Additionally,
requests for an extension can be rejected.
“We had a case where we had 25 officers
and APD administrative staff interviewed
… so that was very difficult to get done in
120 days,” Harness says. 

In his discussions with Dr. James D.
Ginger, the independent monitor
reporting on APD’s compliance with the
court-approved settlement agreement
from the Department of Justice’s
investigation into APD, Harness says that
Ginger has stated, “that ‘best practices are
at least 180 days.’ That’s what I want for
the new contract. With room for more
extensions if needed.”

Police union contracts are getting
attention nationwide, as they sometimes
thwart attempts to discipline or convict
police officers who use excessive force or
have other instances of policy violation. In
some cases these contracts may discourage
officers from making complaints against
fellow officers for fear of retaliation from
within the department.

For instance, the City of Albuquerque’s
current contract with APOA states that, in
the case of an officer receiving a complaint
for misconduct or policy violation: 

“The name of the charging officer,
complainant, or citizen making the charge
shall be disclosed if this information is
known to the officer conducting the
investigation … Disclosure of the
complainant’s name will not be required if

NEWS | POLICE  by Robin Babb

revealing his/her name jeopardizes the
investigation; however, once the
investigation is completed, the name(s) of
the complainants will be revealed at the
request of the officer who was under
investigation along with a copy of the
official complaint, signed or unsigned.” 

Granting anonymity to officers and
citizens who might make complaints
against a police officer may help to protect
them against potential retaliation, and
thus encourage them to come forward with
their concern. 

Peter Simonson is currently the
executive director of ACLU of New Mexico
and since 2000 has led the organization to
some of its most important civil liberty
victories. Speaking on behalf of APD
Forward, a community coalition led by
concerned Albuquerque citizens, Simonson
told the Weekly Alibi, “Ironically for the
[police oversight agency], they’re denied
knowing the name of the officer who’s
being investigated. But no such courtesies
are extended to the complainant. The
CBA requires that the complainant’s name
be shared with the officer in question …
You have to think that at least some people

are deterred from filing complaints against
officers for fear of retaliation.” 

Additionally, “At least on paper, the
CBA denies the CPOA virtually all
information that goes into that agency’s
investigation. In addition to being denied
the officer’s actual name. That strikes me
as completely inappropriate. It creates
another hurdle to police accountability. …
The CPOA needs the opportunity to
identify repeat offenders, and they can
only do that if they know the officer’s
name.”

Another provision that has been
controversial has to do with bidding. Every
12   months lieutenants, sergeants and
patrol o  fficers can bid for a different shift,
days off, squad and area command.
According to Thomas Grover, a former
police sergeant and a local attorney with a
specialization in policing and civil rights
disputes, “When officers move around they
lose the institutional knowledge they’ve
gained over that time spent in that
neighborhood. I spent eight years in the
South Valley and I still get cards from
vendors I had relationships with there.”

When asked what changes he believes
the APOA might ask for in the contract,

Grover said, “They’ll probably argue for
better pay, but really the pay is pretty
competitive, and honestly I don’t think
raising the pay would encourage hiring
the right kind of people for the job”

Though he does think the city should
renew the collective bargaining agreement
with the APOA, Harness believes the
collective bargaining agreement could be
cut back some. “I’m not sure that [the
contract] needs to cover anything more
than wages and working conditions … I’m
not anti-union at all; I think they have a
purpose. The scope, though, could be
more limited.”

A representative from the Albuquerque
Police Officers Association was unavailable
for comment.

Indivisible Nob Hill bills itself as a local
organization promoting “progressive
political values through community
action.” At a recent meeting sponsored by
the group and focused on community
policing, Dr. María B. Vélez, an assistant
professor at the Department of
Criminology and Criminal Justice at
University of Maryland, pointed out that,
“There’s ways you can give these oversight
boards more teeth.” 

COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA



JULY 2-8, 2020 WEEKLY ALIBI [7]

That would require more work on the
city’s part, however. “We only make
recommendations [for disciplinary action];
the chief has the final say,” admits
Harness. Giving the CPOA more power to
enforce disciplinary decisions would
require a rewriting of the Police Oversight
Ordinance. 

The Mayor’s Office has stated that,
when the new APOA contract does get
voted on, there will be space for public
comment. Some are concerned, though,
that waiting to vote on the new contract
will effectively stall until police violence is
not as widely talked about as it is right
now. Simonson says,  “I think it’s important
that there is adequate time for the public
to give input, but I don’t want to see
negotiations linger too long. I think we
need to use this moment when the
community is so aware of the need to
strengthen police accountability and
change the pattern of violence we’ve seen
from police in communities all across the
country to get a fairer CBA for the people
of Albuquerque. We need to use this
moment and make sure it works to the
advantage of good policing. I worry that if
we wait, police violence will not be the
main topic of conversation anymore.”

In the meantime Indivisible Nob Hill

encourages citizens to reach out to their
city councilor and to CABQ’s Chief
Administrative Officer Sarita Nair to urge
her to stop the APOA contract until public
input is received and integrated. You can
reach Nair at saritanair@cabq.gov.

Kathleen Burke, a member of the
Community Policing Council for the
Southeast Command, encouraged citizens
to show up to council meetings and make
their opinions on these issues heard. “If
you are a part of—or if you know
somebody who is a part of—local groups
like The Red Nation and Black Voices
ABQ, please come to these meetings. The
majority of people at these meetings are
white and wealthy, or middle class.” Burke
and others in the Indivisible Nob Hill
meeting suggested that these councils
should include the voices of people from
the most overpoliced neighborhoods in
the city.

Each Community Policing Council
meets monthly to discuss concerns with
policing practices in the city and to make
formal recommendations for policy
changes. You can find out more about the
six Albuquerque Community Policing
Councils and when they meet through
cabq.gov. a

NEWS | POLICE  by Robin Babb

WEIRD NEWS
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Dateline: New York

Health officials in New York City are
advising residents to utilize “glory holes”
and hold online Zoom orgies as ways to
practice social distancing during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Buzzfeed News reports
that the New York City Health Department
released an updated guide to “enjoy sex
and avoid spreading COVID-19.”
According to the new advisory “decisions
about sex and sexuality need to be
balanced with personal and public health.”
But the agency isn’t calling for New Yorkers
to practice abstinence by any means. The
statement said, “people will and should
have sex,” but advised that they should
minimize contact when possible and find
creative ways to practice social distancing.
The agency even had a few suggestions.
“Wear a face covering or mask,” said the
advisory. “Maybe it’s your thing, maybe it’s
not, but during COVID-19 wearing a face
covering that covers your nose and mouth
is a good way to add a layer of protection
during sex. Heavy breathing and panting
can spread the virus further, and if you or
your partner have COVID-19 and don’t
know it, a mask can help stop that spread.”
It also appears to allude to using what is
commonly known as a “glory hole.” “Make
it a little kinky,” the advisory hints. “Be
creative with sexual positions and physical
barriers, like walls, that allow sexual contact
while preventing close face to face contact.”
The advisory also noted that the safest
sexual partner during a pandemic is
oneself. The second safest partner is a
member of the same household. Officials
suggest getting a swab or saliva test within
five to seven days after having a “hookup”
with someone who lives outside of your
home.

Dateline: California

A special effects company has developed an
animatronic dolphin that designers say
could solve the animal captivity issue.
According to Vice San Francisco-based
special effects company Edge Innovations
has teamed up with New Zealand-based
augmented gaming expert Melanie
Langlotz to develop an animatronic
dolphin that is so similar to its living
counterpart that many volunteers say they
can’t tell the difference. “People just
believed that it was real until they were told
it was not. It was just absolutely incredible,”
Langlotz told reporters. The robot was
modeled after an adolescent bottlenose
dolphin, using a nearly identical skeleton.
Designers paid attention to the smallest
detail, even giving its teeth a slight
discoloration to simulate the real thing.

The animatronic dolphin can swim for 10
hours on a single battery charge and is
operated by remote control. The design
team says artificial animals could be the
next step in battling animal captivity. The
animatronic dolphins will be priced
between $40 and $60 million—depending
on which pre-programmable abilities are
purchased. Visual effects designer Walter
Conti, the founder of Edge Innovations,
told reporters that while the price tag
might seem steep, animatronic dolphins
can save money for zoos and aquariums in
the long run by lowering upkeep fees and
eliminating food and medical
expenditures.

Dateline: Germany

As the COVID-19 pandemic limits fan
engagement with sports teams, fans are
now paying to have cardboard cutouts
bearing their likenesses placed on display
in empty sports arenas. According to The
Hustle, German filmmaker and soccer
aficionado Ingo Müller got the idea while
sitting at home and complaining about not
getting to see his favorite soccer team play.
His wife suggested that he send his photo
to the stadium in his stead, and he took the
idea to heart. Müller contacted a local
printer and developed an online portal
where—for &euro;19 (around $21)—fans
could upload photos of themselves and
have them printed on cardboard cutouts.
The cutouts were then installed in the
stadium with the permission of the club
owners. Müller has reportedly received
inquiries from teams looking to set up their
own cardboard fan system in at least 15
countries—including Sweden, Colombia,
China, Russia, Serbia and Austria. Sports
teams in Taiwan, South Korea and all over
Europe have also reportedly been using
cardboard cutouts to take the place of
missing fans during recent games.

Dateline: Spain

An opera house in Barcelona opened again
for the first time since March. Instead of a
packed audience, musicians performed for
a full house of plants. According to NPR
the Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona,
Spain, filled its 2,292 seats with plants for a
performance by the UceLi Quartet. The
string quartet performed Giacomo
Puccini’s “Crisantemi” for the all-plant
audience last week while simultaneously
livestreaming the performance for at-home
human listeners. The plants were locally
sourced and will be donated to health care
professionals at the Hospital Clínic of
Barcelona. Organizers said they wanted to
acknowledge the sacrifices made by
healthcare workers during the pandemic.
“After a strange, painful period,” said a
release on the Liceu’s website, “the creator,
the Liceu’s artistic director and the curator
Blanca de la Torre offer us a different
perspective for our return to activity, a
perspective that brings us closer to
something as essential as our relationship
with nature.” Spain ended its national state
of emergency last week. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird

news to josh@alibi.com.POSTER ART BY TRICK-ON
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Burque City Councilors earned their
summer vacay after a nearly 6 1/2
hour Zoom meeting, clearing their

government table of a myriad of items.

Workers Lose With Masks

Controversy smacked down two out of
three bills meant to bolster workers
making less than $12 an hour. One of the
bills struck down would have put about
$25 bucks in the pockets of worker bees
such as grocery store stockers for each
shift.

The measures caused a bit of hollering
by the local business community. Chamber
of Commerce and other business leaders
came out swinging, saying these measures
will put undue burden on the already
struggling business owners. The local
Realtor’s Association said the trickle-down
effect would force the closures of small
businesses, which would hurt the very
workers they are trying to protect.

Local chile kingpins took to the news
peddlers to plead the small businesses
case. Restaurant owner Dan Garcia said his
family’s delicious business is down at least
60 percent. He said adding the sick leave
and hazard pay would put them in a
precarious position. The folks slinging the
tasty green and red over at Tomasita’s said
their food quality would suffer because
they would have less employees to make
their food from scratch. The Tomasita
folks, who are from Santa Fe, said that if
they knew Burque city leaders were going
to implement this type of business
legislation they would not have put a
restaurant here. Frontier Restaurant
owners participated in a rally prior to the
June 29th special meeting, saying this
would hurt their business

Proponents of the bills insist they would
provide a small amount of help to the
minimum wage employees who have
stayed on the job throughout the months-
long pandemic. Councilor Lan Sena
sponsored the trio of bills along with
Councilor Isaac Benton. Sena said many of
these folks are people of color who were
already struggling to stay afloat. She said it
is people of color who are being impacted
the most by the potentially deadly virus,
and they tend to be the ones working at
the grocery, drug and other store that
stayed open during the quarantine.

Another doomed bill was withdrawn
after some debate. This one would have
required employers to allow up to 80
hours of sick leave. This sick leave
ordinance proposal is similar to the federal
Families First Coronavirus Response Act
that requires businesses with under 500
employees to provide leave for COVID-19
reasons. The feds reimburse these costs

through tax breaks. Councilors Sena and
Benton have promised this bill will be back
in August. Bernalillo County passed a paid
leave ordinance last year, but it is only
applicable in the unincorporated areas of
the county.

Councilors did give the greenlight for
requiring employers to provide personal
protection equipment like masks and
gloves to their workers. This bill also
makes businesses post visible signs saying
patrons must wear masks. But because of
jerky people who like to hassle underpaid
employees, the businesses are not required
to confront those who choose to spread
germs and viruses. Often, those people are
not wearing a mask simply to provoke a
confrontation. This bill came with some
cha-ching, $1 million in coin, to help the
city provide masks to businesses with 50 or
fewer employees. Businesses who are not
complying will get a warning the first time
someone snitches, then a $50 penalty each
time thereafter.

Since the meetings are being held via
Zoom, citizens are not allowed to be
present in the chambers to voice their
opinions. But this did not stop hundreds
of people from submitting about 364
pages of comments on both sides of these
issues.

Taking Care Of Business

Councilors plowed through a stack of
business needing attention before they
head out for whatever type of vacation
they can carve out during these weird
times. Some of the city biz taken care of
include:
• An important memorandum of
understanding between the city, Bernalillo
County and the Board of Regents of the
University of New Mexico to form and

NEWS | COUNCIL WATCH  by Carolyn Carlson

Councilors Cleaning House

One long Zoom call later, City Council tackles corona questions

operate a Homeless Coordinating Council
to work together to implement solutions to
address homelessness on our Burque
streets. One of the priorities is creating a
multi-service compound or Gateway
Center to build a community to address
the housing, medical and behavioral
health needs of our homeless neighbors. 
• Taking advantage of almost free money,
Councilors gave the thumbs up to file 53
grant applications for mostly annually
recurring Federal and State grants such as
about $2.5 million for firefighters to
continue to save us from ourselves,
$768,000 for air pollution control, about
$12 million for family and community
services programs, another handful of
millions for police programs. The list
continues on for many more millions.
• Councilors approved The North
Corridor Metropolitan Redevelopment
Area Plan, which proposes to spur
business, infrastructure, housing and other
activities to revitalize and aid in tackling
the blight along the Fourth Street corridor
going north from Downtown.
• The planning department got the go-
ahead to do the first round of Community
Planning Area Assessments. These are
done about every five years to get input
from the community about how they think
city policies, regulations and projects are
going in different areas of the city. If you
want to weigh in, find your local
neighborhood association as it will be in
the city’s notification loop.

A stack of other items got pushed off
until Burque councilors head back on
August 3, unless a special meeting is called
during July. a

Send your comments about the City Council

to carolyn@alibi.com.

We wouldn’t need reminders like these if everyone just wore their damn masks.

NEWS CITY

BY JOSHUA LEE

Hospitalizations Down,

Cases Up

Hospitalizations and deaths related to

COVID-19 continue to drop in New Mexico.

But despite the positive trends, the

governor is still halting phase two of

reopening.

According to KTSM statewide

hospitalizations of novel coronavirus

patients dropped to 122 people last week,

compared to 211 people in May. According

to KVIA the entire state currently has less

hospitalizations than El Paso, Texas.

But last week Gov. Michelle Lujan

Grisham announced that the state will be

delaying phase two of reopening as the

seven-day average of new COVID-19 cases

has been rising since early June. The Santa

Fe New Mexican also reports that the

disease transmission rate—based largely on

identified positives—has risen to 1.12,

which is above the target rate of 1.05.

However, a recent study by Stanford

researchers that was published in the

Journal of the American Medical Informatics

Association found that tracking the number

of new cases is only useful for analyzing

COVID-19 testing efforts—not for tracking

the actual spread of the virus. In “Measure

What Matters: Counts of hospitalized

patients are a better metric for health

system capacity planning for a reopening,”

the authors wrote that tracking average

hospitalization rates is much more reliable

than tracking the number of new cases,

since case counts rely on testing efforts.

“Without using local hospitalization rates

and the age distribution of positive patients,

current models are likely to overestimate

the resource burden of COVID-19,” the

authors wrote. “It is imperative that health

systems start using these data to quantify

effects of [Stay-In-Place orders] and aid

reopening planning.”

Judge to Reconsider

State Education Case

A state district court judge will reconsider

the ruling of a case that accused New

Mexico of failing to provide adequate

education for children.

In 2018 Judge Sarah Singleton ruled that

the state was violating the New Mexico

constitution by not providing children with a

“uniform statewide system of free public

schools sufficient for their education.”

According to KRQE Gov. Lujan Grisham is

now asking that the case be dismissed

because the Public Education Department

has different leadership now, and the

system has changed.

Spokeswoman Nora Meyers Sackett told

the Associated Press, “The intent of the

motion to dismiss is not to disagree with

the critically necessary rebuilding and

restructuring of New Mexico’s public

education—it is to ensure that educational

policy is set by education experts, not by

court decree.”

On Monday First District Judge Matthew

Wilson rejected the governor’s request. He

ruled that the changes made to the state’s

school system have not been substantial

enough to dismiss the case.

Governor Pardons 19

Prisoners

Gov. Lujan Grisham issued executive

clemency to a number of New Mexico

prisoners last week.

According to KOB the freed prisoners

were convicted of nonviolent crimes

including forgery, drug possession,

burglary, larceny, issuing a worthless check

and conspiracy. The governor said all the

offenses were at least a decade old. These

were the first gubernatorial pardons given in

New Mexico since 2012. a
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FRIDAY JULY 3

ARIA GRANDE
Like a great many arts organizations, the Santa Fe Opera has been forced to cancel its 2020 season because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Instead, SFO is celebrating what would
have been the opening nights of the summer festival season with a new digital performance series titled Songs From the Santa Fe Opera. Susan Graham, acclaimed mezzo-
soprano and Santa Fe Opera audience favorite, hosts the Opening Night of the season with a celebration of Rossini’s The Barber of Seville from the stage of the Santa Fe Opera.
Watch the broadcast on Santa Fe Opera’s Facebook page, Santa Fe Opera’s YouTube page or the Santa Fe Opera website on July 3 at 7pm. 7PM alibi.com/v/76te. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

KICKED TO THE CURB
Artwalk is back Friday, July 3 beginning at 5pm with a socially distant, mask-wearing version of the popular walk-around art event in Downtown Albuquerque. Curbside art markets
and several openings are happening at over a dozen locations. It may not be quite normal, honestly—but when has a Friday night in Downtown Albuquerque ever really been
described as normal? For more information, including a listing of all events related to this free, all-ages event, see abqartwalk.com. Downtown Albuquerque, 5 to 10pm. DOWNTOWN

ALBUQUERQUE CENTRAL AVE. BETWEEN 2ND AND 8TH ST, 5 TO 10PM alibi.com/v/76tf. (Clarke Condé) a

SATURDAY JULY 4

BOOM TOWN
With the City of Albuquerque’s annual Freedom 4th celebration at Balloon Fiesta Park cancelled due to COVID restrictions, the city and county have teamed up to spread a July
4th Fireworks Display all across the city, so that Albuquerque residents can watch them from the safety of their own backyards. The four fireworks displays will launch from Ladera
Golf Course, North Domingo Baca Park, the Manzano Mesa Park and Tom Tenorio Park. (Pet owners in those areas might want to take precautions.) Officials say the sites will be
closed to the public several hours ahead of the planned launch time of 9:20pm on July 4. 9:20PM alibi.com/v/76th. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

WEDNESDAY JULY 8

GO PLAY OUTSIDE
Kids looking to get out of the house after too much homeschooling can sign up for the weekly Open Space Explorer Camp at Albuquerque’s Open Space Visitor Center. Camps
are open to kids ages 5 to 10 and run 9am to noon each Wednesday. Cost is $15 per week and participants may only sign up for one week to accommodate more youth. COVID-
19 precautions are adhered to, including limited group sizes, social distancing and masks. This week’s camp “Hoot, Hoot: All About Owls”  is led by Talking Talons Youth Leadership
educators. July 8. ALBUQUERQUE OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER 6500 COORS BLVD NW, 9AM TO NOON alibi.com/v/76tj. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

AT THE DRIVE IN
Albuquerque Film & Music Experience has started hosting AFMX Drive-In Movies in the parking lot of O’Neill’s Pub in Nob Hill. This week’s film is the 2017 animated hit The

LEGO Batman Movie. Tickets are $20 per vehicle. No passengers are allowed in the back of pickup trucks or on hoods of cars. Parking lot opens at 7:30pm on July 8. Film starts
15 minutes after sunset (approximately 8:30pm). O’NIELL’S PUB 4310 CENTRAL AVE SE, 8:30PM alibi.com/v/76ti. (Devin D. O’Leary) a
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W ith movie studios scrambling to
figure out what to do with their
product now that movie theaters

are shut down due to COVID-19, viewers
sort of assumed they’d get a lot more
access to feature films via streaming while
stuck at home this summer. That was the
promise, anyway, when Vin Diesel’s
ignominious action flick Bloodshot closed
out 2020’s moribund box office back in
March. But so far Hollywood has pushed
its big-ticket items (Wonder Woman 1984,
Tenet, Top Gun: Maverick, Mulan) back and
back and back. (Right now, Tenet is
expected to restart theatrical releasing on
Aug. 12.) And all we’ve seen on streaming
are mediocre kiddie offerings like Trolls
World Tour, Scoob! and My Spy—none of
which were exactly gonna light up the
summer box office anyway.

Following the trend Disney+ snuck the
fantasy feature Artemis Fowl onto its
streaming service on June 12. That isn’t
the most prestigious place for a big-budget
franchise-starter to end up premiering.
Then again, Artemis Fowl was something of
a lame duck to begin with. The $125
million film, based on the popular kids’
book series by Eoin Colfer, has been rolling
around Hollywood development hell since
at least 2001. In 2011 Disney took over and
spent years trying to figure out what to do
with it. The finished film was supposed to
be released in August of last year, but the
company kept shifting theatrical release
dates until giving up this May.

Despite its literary history, Artemis Fowl
reads like a generic mash-up of mystical
YA series Harry Potter and Percy Jackson
(with a dash of Men In Black for good

Crying Fowl

Artemis Fowl on Disney+

measure). Loosely following a handful of
character and plot threads to be found in
Colfer’s books, the film introduced
audiences to the titular 12-year-old. In
the books he’s portrayed as a
calculatingly amoral genius, a self-serving
pre-teen superthief-in-training who will
stop at nothing to get what he wants. In
the film, as played by newcomer Ferdie
Shaw, he’s a personality-free know-it-all
who lives in a fabulous Irish castle, is an
international chess master and cloned a
sheep at age 10 (like ya do). 

One day Artemis’ father (Colin Farrell,
who doesn’t have much to do here)
disappears, and it’s immediately
discovered that he was an international art
thief who stole countless ancient treasures.
Turns out he’s only been “protecting”
these artifacts, all of which are actually
magical. Unfortunately, the senior Mr.
Fowl has been kidnapped by a (literally)
faceless bad guy. The evil villain here is so
mysterious and ill-defined that no one is
even clear if they’re male or female. (The
character is played by uncredited
Vietnamese actres Hong Chau, who I hope
didn’t tell her parents to get dressed up for
the premiere.) Our villain uses the
kidnapping to blackmail young Artemis
Fowl (via a phone call) into stealing an all-
powerful magical artifact from the
kingdom of fairies. (Why the villain didn’t
kidnap the 12-year-old son and blackmail
the highly skilled father into stealing the
object is … not addressed.)

So, yeah, fairies (and other mythical
creatures like trolls and centaurs) are real.
They live in this crazy, high-tech
underground city, dress like they’re in a

XX/XO Overdue (Self

Released)

The year 2020 is becoming the golden

age of bedroom bands. If there is an

upside to the global pandemic, it may be

that musicians, especially solo musicians

of a certain ilk, have had more time to

finish recorded new projects at home.

XX/XO is out with just such a project in

Overdue. Filled with catchy, repetitive

keyboard melodies, 808 drum beats and

self-reflective lyrics (except possibly the

ones in French I didn’t quite catch),

Overdue is so elegant and seductively

simple that it should come as a reminder

to any other bedroom musician that their

own project is overdue. Get cracking

before they find a vaccine!

Baltogucci Corpse Pose

(Self Released)

Ladies and gentlemen, we are floating in

Albuquerque. Baltogucci grooves on

down the electronic slow dance highway

with Corpse Pose. Taking its time,

Corpse Pose is an instrumental, sample-

filled meditation appropriate as the

soundtrack of your socially distant late

nights spent counting up your options

and discounting them one by one until

you return to the realization that you are

still in the middle of a global pandemic

and there is really very little you can do

except heed the advice of Snoop Dogg

and, “Just chill, ‘til the next episode.”

Corpse Pose is an album that can help

with that. Of note is the track “Happy

Quarantine.” With its slow roll and

handclaps, it evokes the idea of paging

through a magazine you’ve already read

while being on hold to make a dentist

appointment, but in a good way. Corpse

Pose is a handsome addition to anyone’s

COVID collection, best enjoyed wearing

headphones while lying on your back on

your living room floor in the dark in

savasana. a

SONIC REDUCER

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

Tron sequel and serve as a sort of mystical
superspy strikeforce fighting the forces of
evil—all hidden for centuries from the
oblivious eyes of normal human society.
Anyway, Artemis realizes that the mystical
thingamajig the villain wants is actually in
a safe in his living room, so he doesn’t
even need to leave the house to find it. In
fact, pretty much the entirety of the film
takes place in the Fowl mansion. A massive
battalion of heavily armed fairies (led by
Judy Dench—who, to her credit, doesn’t
look at all embarrassed to be here) stages a
siege on Atemis’ house, trapping him
inside—at which point the film more or
less becomes a frantic, CGI-stuffed remake
of Home Alone.

I’m just going to spoil the entire film by
saying that eventually, Artemis gets the
magical whatchamacallit out of the safe.
(Actually, he tricks someone else into
doing it.) And since it can apparently do
anything, he immediately uses it to
teleport his dad out of captivity halfway
around the world, thus putting an end to
the career of what could be the lamest
villain in the history of film. (Honestly, I
don’t even know the baddie’s name, but
they suuuck at their job.)

Artemis Fowl is directed by Kenneth
Branagh, who took his high-tone
Hamlet/Henry V skills and gave Marvel’s
Thor (and Disney’s Cinderella) a certain
mythopoetic sheen. But not even he can
add enough razzle-dazzle to distract from
this glittering mess of a script. Sorry that
home schooling sucks, kids. Now home
entertainment does too.

Artemis Fowl is available now for
streaming on Disney+. a

FILM | IDIOT BOX by Devin D. O’Leary

COURTESY OF WALT DISNEY PICTURES

XX/XO OVERDUE

BALTOGUCCI CORPSE POSE 
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MONDAY 6

“Celebrity Game Face” (E! 8pm) Host Kevin Hart
subjects celebrity couples to a string of “trivia
questions and physical challenges” from the
safety of their own living rooms.

TUESDAY 7

“Shannon’s CRAZY For Christmas in July Sale”
(Home Shopping Network 8pm) Seriously,
Shannon, we’re all a little crazy right now and it’s
got nothing to do with Christmas. We’re stuck at
home—starved for human interaction and
desperate for entertainment—and we’re starting
to watch the most ridiculous crap on TV, just
because it’s there. … Now how much is that dog
bed? It’s adorable. 

WEDNESDAY 8

“Stateless” (Netflix streaming anytime) Cate
Blanchett (The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of
the Rings, “Mrs. America”) and Yvonne
Strahovski ( “Chuck,” “The Handmaid’s Tale”)
star in this drama about our strangers whose lives
collide at an immigration detention center in the
middle of the Australian desert. Blanchett also
serves as the series’ creator.

“Tough As Nails” (KRQE-13 7pm) CBS’ blue
collar twist on the typical strength/obstacle
course competition pits welders, firefighters,
roofers, Marine Corps vets and other working-
class folks against one another.  a

THIS 

WEEK IN SLOTH
Hamilton (Disney+ streaming anytime) The

recorded version of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Broadway
sensation was supposed to hit movie theaters this
summer. But a little hitch in that plan led to Disney
dropping the musical onto its streaming service. If
you couldn’t get tickets and have spent the last two
years listening to the soundtrack, here’s your chance
to actually see what it looks like.

“Ju-On: Origins” (Netflix streaming anytime)
Takashi Shimizu has milked at least seven movies
out of his minimalist Japanese ghost story chiller (all
of them, more or less remakes/reboots of the
original). This “expansion” of the “Grudge” universe
follows a team of paranormal investigators, digging
up the four-decade history of Shimizu’s familiar
haunted house.

“The iHeartCountry 4th of July BBQ” (KWBQ-19
7pm) Bobby Bones hosts while country music artists
like Kane Brown, Lauren Alaina and Old Dominion
perform live from the backyards of their homes. Like
ya do these days.

SATURDAY 4

“Sesame Street: Fourth of July Celebration” (HBO
7am) Stuck by the spirit of independence, Elmo,

THURSDAY 2

“Blinded” (Sundance Now streaming anytime) This
“financial thriller” out of Sweden (based on the book
by Carolina Neurath) follows young financial
journalist Bea Farkas (Julia Ragnarsson, Midsommar),
who is having a secret affair with bank director Peder
Rooth (Matias Varela, “Narcos”). When she’s
assigned to investigate her lover’s (potentially very
corrupt) institution, things get messy.

“Warrior Nun” (Netflix streaming anytime) Ben
Dunn’s indie comic book Warrior Nun Areala comes
to live-action life to tell the story of a young woman
(Portuguese actress Alaba Baptista) who wakes up in
the morgue with a “divine artifact” embedded in
her back. Naturally, she’s recruited by an ancient
mystical organization to battle demons.

FRIDAY 3

“The Baby-Sitters Club” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Several generations of tweens grew up on
Ann M. Martin’s wildly popular 1986 to 2000 book
series (all 213 of them). Following the 1990 TV
series and the 1995 movie adaptations, Neflix picks
up the breathless “$10 an hour and all the Pizza
Rolls you can eat” action. 

STREAM TIME

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Netflix

Adding July 1: A Bridge Too Far, A

Walk to Remember, Airplane!, Ali,

Batman: Mask of the Phantasm, Clash of

the Titans (1981), Cloud Atlas, Donnie

Brasco, Mean Streets, Paranormal

Activity, Poltergeist, Schindler’s List,

Sleepy Hollow, Spaceballs, The Karate

Kid, Total Recall (1990)

Adding July 7: Dr. Suess’ The Lorax

Leaving July 4: Blue Valentine

Leaving July 8: Solo: A Star Wars Story

Leaving July 9: 47 Meters Down

Amazon Prime Video

Adding July 1: Ali, Big Fish,

Hollowman, Midnight in Paris, Nick and

Nora’s Infinite Playlist, Panic Room, Phase

Abby and Rudy try to find the perfect birthday
present to give America. As always, these Muppet
kids are sweet … but a little dumb. 

“A Capitol Fourth 2020” (KNME-5 7pm) The
National Symphony Orchestra, the Choral Arts
Society of Washington, the U.S. Army Band and
the U.S. Army Herald Trumpets play patriotic
music while celebrating “essential workers on the
front lines of the coronavirus crisis, Black heroes
past and present and wounded warriors.”

SUNDAY 5

“Outcry” (Showtime 8pm) Showtime’s newest crime
documentary looks at the case of high school
football star Greg Kelley, convicted of molesting a
4-year old boy and sent to prison for 25 years. But
a groundswell of community support for Kelley
calls the investigation and conviction into
question.

“An American Aristocrat’s Guide to Great Estates”
(Smithsonian 7pm) Julie Montagu (Viscountess
Hitchingbrooke, step-mother to the Earl of
Sandwich and American-born yoga instructor)
wraps up the first season of Smithsonian’s “Cribs”
with a visit to the 97-room Eastnor Castle in
Hertfordshire. Evidently some places are better
quarantine locations than others.

“America: Our Defining Hours” (History 7pm)
History Channel takes viewers from the “starving
times” of the first colonies to the War of
Independence to the expanding of the American
frontier to the brink of the Civil War. It’s been a
heck of a ride.

IV, Pineapple Express, The Devil’s

Rejects

Adding July 7: The Tourist

Leaving July 2: I Am Not Your Negro

Disney+

Adding July 3: The Mighty Ducks,

Race to Witch Mountain (2009), Diary

of a Wimpy Kid: Roderick Rules

Hulu

Adding July 1: 2001 Maniacs, A

Mighty Wind, Best in Show, Beyond

the Valley of the Dolls, Cheech &

Chong’s Still Smokin’, Cinderfella, The

Color Purple, Footloose, Forgetting

Sarah Marshall, March of the Penguins,

Moonstruck, My Cousin Vinny, The Trip,

Waiting for Guffman, West Side Story

Adding July 3: I Am Not Your Negroa

FILM | IDIOT BOX by Devin D. O’Leary

.                                                                    COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY FOX



[12] WEEKLY ALIBI JULY 2-8, 2020

Frank Blazquez is a portrait
photographer in Albuquerque. His
work is stark. It is unadorned. It

stems from a simple technique: Blazquez
sees someone that looks interesting (say,
someone shirtless with their face covered
in tattoos standing on the street in the
area Blazquez still calls “The War Zone”),
then he walks up to them and asks if he
can take their picture. No chit chat. No
establishing a rapport. So began
Blazquez’s adventure to document the
people in Albuquerque for a project he
calls Barrios de Nuevo Mexico. It’s a bold
move. He has been robbed several times.

Bold, as well, is having an art opening
in the middle of global pandemic; but he
along with Jodie Herrera are opening an
exhibit put together by Secret Gallery this
Friday. Weekly Alibi sat down with Blazquez
on the nearly-vacant campus of the
University of New Mexico to find out more
about his approach to taking portraits,
New Mexican identity and getting robbed.
The following is an edited version of that
conversation.

Weekly Alibi: How do you have an art

show during a pandemic?

Frank Blazquez: It was something that we
planned to do towards the end of the
pandemic, or we tried our best to schedule
it when we thought it was going to start to
taper off. We thought we could predict
when businesses and restaurants were
going to start to open again, but as things
start to spike now, it seems like it’s getting
even stronger.

Tell me about the work for this show.

I’m super grateful that I was able to link
up with an artist, her name’s Jodie
Herrera. She’s also a portrait artist. I felt
like both of our portfolios speak to one
another because we both take pictures. We
both focus on media and content that
focuses [on] human faces.

And identity.

Definitely. And definitely a Southwest,
New Mexico-region type of identity. That’s
when we linked up with the curator there,
his name’s Gabe with Secret Gallery. He’s
someone that was able to coalesce both of
our portfolios together.

This collection is from your Barrios de

Nuevo Mexico project?

Neighborhoods of New Mexico. A lot of it
focuses on the Latinos here. Ninety-five
percent of all of the people you see [in
Blazquez’s Barrios de Nuevo Mexico
photographs] are someone that identifies
along the Latino spectrum –Spanish,
Mexican, Chicano, Chicanx, Latinx – the
whole gamut of different labels and
categories and identity that speak to Latin

These are the People in Your Neighborhood

Frank Blazquez’s Barrios de Nuevo Mexico

 ARTS | ARTS INTERVIEW by Clarke Condé

America. It also speaks to a lot of people that
were born and raised in New Mexico. I like
how people really take pride in geography,
where they were born and their family trees
here in New Mexico.

You’re from Chicago?

I moved here about 10 years ago, and I
think that’s why I’m so fascinated as an
outsider. I’m really fascinated with
different signifiers and symbols of the
Southwest.

You recently showed some work at the

Crystal Bridges Museum in Bentonville,

Arkansas. Did you go to Bentonville?

I went there twice, actually. I went there
once for the opening and then they had
me go back for an artist talk.

That’s where Walmart’s headquartered.

Walmart was everywhere.

Do you think that people outside of this

country think of the American identity

as tied to places like Bentonville?

I could definitely see the connection.

Bentonville is quite different than

Albuquerque. Much of your work

speaks to a counter narrative of being

directly tied to the place that they’re

from. Is that what you’re trying to

express?

Definitely. I feel like the majority of my
subjects are proud to say that they are New
Mexican first before they’re American. I
feel like state pride is really here. I’m from
Chicago. There are not too many people
that are like, “Illinois pride” or “I’m so
proud to be a Chicagoan,” but out here in
New Mexico, family trees go back like 400
years.

Further.

Oh yeah. Even further than that.

Is there something about Albuquerque

that you have discovered in your work

that people outside Albuquerque don’t

know but should?

I think of stereotypes right away. The first
things that come to mind are television
series, like “Breaking Bad” or movies.
They try their best to capture the spirit of
the state of New Mexico, and there’s some
truth in it, but there’s a lot of things that
are just made up, that just aren’t true.

They try to characterize us as a really poor
state and there is some truth to that, but I
think if you stay here long enough, you
start to realize that this is almost like a
natural artist in residency just living here.
It’s one of the most beautiful places on
earth. There’s a lot of family pride here
and a lot of connection here to what this
culture is, whether it’s Native or Chicano
or Mexican culture.

Your subject area is basically just South

of the fairgrounds. What is the

difference in your mind between calling

that area “The International District” or

calling it “The War Zone?”

I call it what the people that live there call
it. Everyone that lives there that I’ve
photographed called it “The War Zone.”
I’ve never met anyone that actually lives
there that called it “The International
District.” That’s a good attempt that
they’re trying to rebrand it or rename it,
but I feel like before you slap a label on
something, you actually have to change
the infrastructure and the foundation first.
It’s still pretty bad over there.

Your portraits are very straight forward,

even stark. What do you say to your

subjects before you take their picture?

If it’s a stranger, someone that I’ve never
met before, I actually like that connection.
I like not knowing if someone’s going to
get really angry or if they might let me
take their photo really quick, or they might
have me there just for a few seconds and
then tell me that I have to leave, which
actually has happened. Most of the time
they say “no.” I’d say about 60 percent of
the time they say no, which is fine.

When you walk right up to them?

When I walk right up to them or it’s
something where we swap contact info and
I meet up with them at a later date, like
what I did with one gentleman who has
two different colored eyes. His name’s
Carlos.

Like David Bowie?

I saw him and (thought) this would be a
really cool portrait. It took several months
for me to set it up. Sometimes it’s a
process. I like going up to people I don’t
know and making new friends. There’s
been a couple of close calls. I’ve been
robbed a couple of times. I almost was
shot. They told me to strip naked and they
stole all my clothes. That was a breaking
point where I’m like, “Do I really want to
keep doing this? Do I want to take this as a
sign to change my strategy?” That’s when I
decided it’d be safer to go with somebody
than going alone.

Maybe somebody big.

Yeah, definitely.a

Frank Blazquez on the campus of the University of New Mexico where the bulletin boards are

bare.
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NUEVO: Frank Blazquez & Jodie Herrera

Art Exhibit

Opening reception

July 3, 6-10pm

B. Ruppe Drugs
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We all know what New Mexican art
looks like: You’ve got the subtle
hues of the sunset mixed with a few

Native American symbols and some dried
bones thrown in for good measure. Its
subjects are the human, the natural and the
divine. The New Mexican artist is an
extension of the natural world creating works
in an adobe studio with the doors open,
gently crafting by hand works on canvas
under the dry New Mexican sun, pausing
occasionally to look up from their canvas to
catch a glimpse of a roadrunner out the
window racing away with a lizard in her
mouth. Yes, the story of the New Mexican
artist and the art they create is well known.

Then again, there is the New Mexican
story of creating the most destructive
weapon ever unleashed on human beings.
The atomic bomb brought computers to
the desert and began a different story of
New Mexican art rarely found in Santa Fe
gallery guides. From its humble New
Mexican origins, a new kind of art spread
throughout the world, and odds are you
didn’t even know it started here.

Sharing Code tells the story of how
computer art began at the University of
New Mexico in 1968 with the development
of a computer program designed for
artists to use with little computer training.

Sharing Code

The New Mexican art you missed

 ARTS | ARTS MAGNIFIED by Clarke Condé

It describes a collaboration between UNM
Art Department Chair Charles Mattox and
electrical engineer Richard Williams to
create Art1, a computer program that sent
output via an IBM mainframe to a line
printer. The result was rendered in a
limited palette of letters and symbols on
computer paper (the kind with the
perforated sides). Sharing Code includes 50
illustrations of computer art made from
the time period. Colorless, mechanical and
without a dry bone in sight. This too is
New Mexican art.

What is so striking about Sharing Code is
not simply the little-known story, but the
works themselves. The book goes deep
into the art of Fredrick Hammersley,
offering a fascinating look into the process
he employed to create his work using this
new tool, and by extension providing a
new perspective on the creative process of
making any art. Sharing Code may be a bit
of an oddball as New Mexican art books
go, but it is a long overdue telling of an
overlooked part of our complex history. a

CLARKE CONDÉ

Sharing Code: Art1, Frederick

Hammersley, and the Dawn of

Computer Art

By Patrick Frank
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Service Industry Faces More Challenges During

the Pandemic

It takes two to tango to make restaurant service function

COVID-19 has taken over almost any
other thought we would normally
have in our day-to-day lives.

Traipsing around the home has left many
feeling the aggressive urge to do literally
anything to feel like a pandemic isn’t
happening all around them. With
restaurants cautiously reopening
throughout June, it’s become a weird trek
back out into a world we once knew, with
some of us hoping to sit down and eat
something that isn’t burned and
unseasoned by our inattention in the
kitchen. For restaurant owners this has
become a double-edged sword. 

On one hand, with things reopened,
there is finally income for those who have
been left hanging in the balance,
wondering if their tables would ever see
people sitting at them again. They can
finally bring back staff to work again,
providing a somewhat stable income to
those who were watching unemployment
tick toward expiration. On the other hand,
there are a lot of risks involved. Obviously,
the spread of the disease is prime on
everyone’s mind. It’s still out there, and it
doesn’t care that you just want to eat a
cheeseburger with a friend. With increased
sanitation at the forefront of the safe
reopening strategies, is it enough? Workers
are obviously the ones highest at risk, as
they will have to interact with people on
multiple occasions throughout a single
meal. From taking menus, picking up
dishes, running payment and cleaning off
the table, there are a multitude of ways
that a carrier can put a staff member at
risk even with a six-foot distance and mask
in place. Which brings up the next point,
mask etiquette. 

I’m Masking You Nicely

I hate my mask. I don’t hate it for what it
is, because it’s a gorgeous thing that has
adjustable straps, is covered in a sunflower
pattern and has an inside joke stitched
into it, hidden among the many petals that
adorn it. It was made by Bandit.Masks.505
and it fits me wonderfully. But am I in
discomfort when I wear it? Absolutely. It’s
not fun, it’s not pleasant, but I only have
to wear it a total of three to four hours in a
week. I continue to wear it when out in the
public because I know it helps slow the
spread. I find comfort in knowing that
while I may be slightly uncomfortable, I
am doing my part to protect others.
Masked, I find comfort in empathy. Which
takes us to the crux of this whole
discussion (if you call me telling you my
thoughts on dining in restaurants a
discussion).

I get it: You want to eat at a restaurant

because it’s literally not your home. A
change of scenery is a well-known idiom
for good reason. We naturally like seeing
and doing new things. I can’t stop you
from going and eating at a restaurant;
arguably no one can, with the exception
being the restaurant owner. But I can
plead with you to consider the
ramifications of your actions. I can plead
with you to find compassion for others
who don’t have a choice. I can plead with
you to empathize with the workers who are
walking on a tightrope of fear, with one
side being loss of income and eventually
housing, and the other being contracting
the coronavirus. Let’s get one thing out of
the way before we dive any deeper in: Yes,
survival rate is somewhat high on a
personal scale, but the long-term
ramifications of survival of the virus are

relatively unknown, and even then, no one
wants the slim chance of being isolated
and intubated with risk of death, especially
over your want of a Margarita and tacos.
So how do we ethically dine out?

A Blanket Suggestion

The first option is the easiest. Just get take
out. You are not locked into eating at
home. Get creative to get out of the house.
Have a picnic with your favorite
restaurant’s food. There are plenty of city
parks to visit that you can lay a blanket out
on the grass and just enjoy while distanced
from others. Go up the Sandias and take in
a great view of the city with some good
food. You can support the restaurant and
keep staff safe, and you can be out of your
house for all of it.

FOOD | ETIQUETTE by Dan Pennington

OK, let’s assume my appeal to your
caring nature hasn’t worked, and you’ve
truly committed to going in, sitting down
and eating inside the restaurant. Your best
option is outside, where air flows help
dissipate any problematic potential
particulates. No patio, or it’s full and you
don’t want to wait? Alright, fine, we’ll
discuss the interior dining logistics. I sat
down with a few service industry workers to
get some feedback about how initial
behavior has been, as well as to get some
tips to help make the experience better for
everyone. 

Quit Touching What Isn’t

Yours

First off, stop touching things. Seriously.
The number one complaint I heard is
guests walking through and touching
surfaces that aren’t related to their table.
That means the backs of chairs that aren’t
with your group, countertops anywhere
that aren’t the bathroom and even
silverware rolls or tables that aren’t where
you’re sitting. I know for many of us that
seems insane, but I heard it enough that I
felt it needed included. Anything touched
needs to be cleaned/replaced, and it eats
up a lot of time out of the waitstaff ’s shift.
I know it’s tempting to give in to your
childlike nature and to just lay hands on
anything you can reach at any given
moment, but with all the things staff are
dealing with already in order to ensure the
safest dining experience, they don’t need
more on their plate because your fingers
felt frisky. 

“At the end of the night, when we had
one table left, I had just finished fully
sanitizing everything, and as this group
got up to leave, they managed to touch
seven clean tables on their way out. My
hands are constantly burning,” waitress
Mackenzie Walters told us. Speaking of,
that brings us to our next point of order

Time Is Energy

Speaking with Melinda Walsh, waitress and
self-proclaimed bar wench, she told me
that she, “hopes that people who decide to
dine out can be extra patient with their
servers taking longer than normal to do
things. I personally am taking extra
precautions to wash my hands and/or
change gloves every single time I touch a
dirty plate, glass, napkins, cash, what have
you. It may not sound like a lot, but with
all of the extra sanitation that is necessary
right now, doing my job takes me twice as
long. It’s very stressful.” 

While many of us acknowledge that the
world has changed, some of us still hold

Jarrad Wilson, masked and gloved, drops off food at a table at Slate Street Cafe.
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Bourbon, Coke and Peanuts

An American classic

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

Iwas sitting at the bar (as all good
stories start) when a pickup truck
piled with red chiles in the back

pulled up out front and out popped a
couple of guys in worn cowboy hats who
set up a sign and started selling the stuff,
fresh, roasted or powdered. My (to
remain anonymous) local rockstar
drinking buddy sauntered out to see
what was what and returned shortly with
a big bag of finely ground red chile from
the southern part of this state. It was
soon agreed upon that this fresh red
chile was of such a caliber that we should
add some to the local IPAs we were
enjoying. It was an exceptional treat and
reminded me of this casual temptation
that arises sometimes in a variety of
cultures to combine local foods with local
drinks, and then simply make up a
rationale for doing so.

Find yourself drinking vodka with
Russians and you may end up sniffing at
bread (or your sleeve on lean days).
Catch the third shift (when there was
such a thing) coming off work at the
plant in a Rust Belt town as the sun is

coming up and you may find a leftover
from the previous night augmenting his
Utica Club with a raw egg to keep the
party going. I can’t swear to it, but I’m
going to guess that this cocktail of
Bourbon, Coca-Cola and peanuts came
about somewhere in the American South
in the same, unceremonious yet
persistently laudable, way.

Bourbon whiskey is a distinctly
American invention, created prior to
Coca-Cola and significantly after the
peanut. My recipe is simple:

4 oz. Coke
1 1/2    oz. Bourbon
1 handful of peanuts
Ice

Variations abound, from the
complexity of creating a peanut orgeat (a
nut-based syrup) to selecting a
Tennessee whiskey over a Bourbon
(worth considering is the Tres Pistolas
Bourbon from Broken Trail Spirits) to
getting fancy with real sugar Mexican
Coke in those tiny bottles. We need not
stand on ceremony when creating this
beverage, so feel free to interpret as you
see fit on a warm summer night in
Albuquerque with whatever is at hand.
This is a forgiving beverage that will only
be ruined if served warm. a

FOOD | COCKTAILS by Clarke Condé

CLARKE CONDÉ
Three great tastes that go great together. 

onto old ideals in the hopes that things
stay the same. The normal steps of service
for a single table have a whole new set of
follow-ups to them, and inevitably will take
more time to complete. Now multiply that
times however many tables an eating
establishment has at any given moment,
and it becomes easy to see how things will
naturally slow down. Patience is a virtue,
and on top of their fear we spoke on
earlier, waitstaff now have more work to
do—in addition to having to wear a mask
constantly. Choose kindness in these times.
You made the decision to sit in and eat,
and they had no choice but to comply. The
least you can do is understand that they’re
doing the best they can in a situation with
little agency. 

Mask Yourself Another

Question

On the topic of masks, also understand
that while you can take yours off at any
time, it’s best to help minimize risk and
wait until you need it off. I know how
tempting it is to take it off, much like an
ill-fitting bra after a 12-hour shift, but the
goal is to ensure there is as little spread of
the respiratory droplets that can spread
COVID-19 as possible. So when is it
appropriate? Most servers I spoke with
said once the drinks make it to the table,
it is logical to have masks off for the meal.
No one is expecting you to wear it during
mealtime, because logistically, that gets
messy. But it is worth noting that if you
leave the table for any reason, no matter
what stage of the meal you’re at, the mask
should be put back on until you’ve
returned to your seat. Imagine you’re on
a foreign planet with a toxic atmosphere,
and the only way to traverse outside your
ship (table) is with a filtration system (a
mask). You can even pretend your watch
is a communicator, and talk into it while
looking around suspiciously. On second
thought, probably best to lose that bit of
the analogy. 

Maybe You’re Less Helpful

Than You Think

Pre-corona, it was a kind gesture to help
organize the table. At this point,
regardless of best intentions, leave your
table as is and let the staff handle the
correct way to clean it. Yes, maybe it is
easier to stack everything into one pile,
but it may mean more work for the
service staff. This includes handing them
a dirty plate or silverware. “When
someone tries to hand me a fork, I have
to tell them I don’t do direct hand-offs
because it’s a CDC guideline, and that
gets me an eyeroll,” said Walters. Whether
you agree with it or not, the rules are in
place in order to maintain safety in
reopening. You’ve made the choice to
dine in, so you need to follow the rules.
Trust in them to do what is best for their
safety, and everything should go
smoothly. I promise, it’s a lot easier than
you think. 

Bracing For Tracing

I get it. The government already knows
too much about our comings and goings
as is. For those unaware, contact tracing

works like this. You go to a coffee shop,
you order your drink, and then stand far
in the back and wait for it to be called.
While there, you notice a sign up sheet on
a table asking for your name, number and
the day and time of your visit. A week
later, you get a phone call that while you
were there, someone who is confirmed
COVID-19 positive was there, and you’ve
potentially been exposed. This allows you
to get tested sooner and reduce exposing
others, thereby helping flatten one
person’s infection rate to others. System
updates were pushed to phones back in
April/May to lay the groundwork for
contact tracing apps that would let you
know if and when you were exposed to an
infected individual, a collaborative project
from Google and Apple. (Bad news for
Windows phone users and your uncle who
still has a Blackberry with a physical
keyboard.) At this point, you’re splitting
hairs. Yeah it is weird to leave my name
and number when I buy coffee, because
when I did that in the past, any person I
gave it to never called me anyways. But
now, it can help you prevent infecting
friends and family. Speaking with Walters,
she said, “No one is willing to participate
in contact tracing, so we will have no idea
if someone we served tests positive.” That
means that they risk bringing back the
virus to family members they may live
with, and can’t ensure they stay safe.
While your server may be young, healthy
and potentially unaffected by COVID-19,
that doesn’t mean everyone within the
living space they share is. I hate to harp
on compassion and understanding, but it
really is the cornerstone of keeping things
open and running smoothly. 

Social Distance Dancing

It’s not easy. This was never going to be
easy. What we are doing now is a global
effort to protect each other, and yes, that
means some selflessness. We can support
our favorite restaurants in so many ways
right now, and help keep the staff safe,
while they are working to maintain their
basic living needs. We all want normalcy,
but in order to achieve that, it takes a
little effort from everyone. It won’t be a
perfect replica of our old style of living,
but damned if we can’t make the new
normal cool and enjoyable. “You don’t
want the guest to notice all the effort
you’re putting [in], but right now I need
you to participate in this effort with me.
Restaurants desperately need guests to
participate in the magical facade that is
‘service is easy.’ We need you to be a part
of this dance,” Walters said. So dance with
your staff. It’s a game of give-and-take.
They’re giving extra energy and effort to
make things as pleasant for you as
possible. Work with them to make sure
that they’re not expending it for nothing.
And for all that is good and sacred in this
world, please tip as generously as you can.
We’ve made them essential workers, and
they should be compensated as such.  a

FOOD | ETIQUETTE by Dan Pennington
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Barnes, Executive Director of the political
group. “No matter who that person is.”

Davis responded that his past was an
open book and his record speaks for itself.
He’s publicly told his version of the story
in the past, saying that during a routine
traffic stop over a seat belt violation, he
spotted a semiautomatic weapon in a
suspect’s car and tried to grab it. After
reportedly struggling with the officer, the
suspect drove away. Davis said he felt he
was in danger and fired at the fleeing
suspect. According to police reports, the
man was later found with a gunshot wound
in his shoulder.

In a blog post written by Pete Dinelli
and cited by ProgressNow New Mexico,
court records are reproduced that support
Davis’ story. “There is probable cause to
believe that the defendant committed the

offense for which he is before the Court,
that is, Assault on a Police Officer

While Armed.” But Dinelli
criticizes Davis for potentially

escalating the situation (by all
accounts, the suspect was in
the process of trying to hide
the weapon, not pointing it at

the officer) and for using
deadly force when it may have

been unnecessary. It’s also notable
that the case was ultimately dismissed.

Davis responded to the accusations
last week, telling KOB, “My evolution
from an officer trained to fight the war
on drugs and criminalize communities of

poverty and color into a policy leader who
has decriminalized marijuana, passed
sanctuary city legislation and passed laws
giving sweeping new civilian oversight
powers over APD is exactly the type of
culture change we want to see in policing
across the country, and especially here in
Albuquerque.”

While I’m not able to swear on my copy
of Batman Returns that Davis isn’t a racist
stalking the night to kill black men, I also
can’t really say that I found ProgressNow
New Mexico’s arguments to be very
compelling. It definitely seems a little
regressive to attempt to remove someone
from office who is known for their
progressive stances on cannabis and police
reform based completely on conjecture.

It also seems a bit strange that the very
organization that Davis founded would be
unaware of his publicly known record up
until this moment. Davis gave a high-
profile interview on the subject to the
Albuquerque Journal back in 2017—the very
year he parted ways with the organization.
It seems like three years is a very long time
to wait before “holding perpetrators
accountable for their actions.”

So I’ll be sending those angry tweets I
wrote about Davis to “draft” while I wait to
see how this pans out. a

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS by Joshua Lee

Get ready to juggle some acronyms.
It might feel like a game of
Scrabble, but the results are far

more important.
A whistleblower from the US

Department of Justice (DOJ) has accused
Attorney General William Barr of
organizing investigations into cannabis
business mergers that were based entirely
around his marijuana position. But the
DOJ says that antitrust prosecutors didn’t
violate any rules or regulations and is
letting itself off the hook.

A June 11 memo from the DOJ’s Office
of Professional Responsibility (OPR) said,
“Two anonymous whistleblowers made
allegations that the Antitrust Division
(ATR) violated the Clayton Act and the
Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust
Improvements Act by conducting
pretextual investigations of, and placing
onerous demands on, merging
companies in the cannabis
industry through the issuance of
Second Requests, even though
such mergers presented no
competitive concerns.”

The memo states that the
whistleblowers identified a number of
transactions in which they claim Barr
inappropriately targeted cannabis
company mergers for antitrust
investigations.

During a congressional committee
hearing on oversight of the DOJ, Rep.
Steve Cohen brought up the issue and
asked John Elias, one of the department
whistleblowers, about the allegations.
“You’ve testified to cases that [DOJ] and
[ATR] took up concerning areas that …
your Justice Department superiors didn’t
think were worthy of antitrust
investigations. One was cannabis. Did that
cost the cannabis folks a lot of money?”
Elias answered that it had. “So it was
harassment by Bill Barr of an industry he
didn’t like. Is that right?” Cohen asked. “I
think that’s a fair way to categorize it,”
Elias answered. Elias told the committee
that mergers in question were “not even
close” to meeting the criteria to warrant an
investigation.

The ATR denied the allegations and
argued that even if they were true, there
would have been no violation of any laws
or regulations. The agency said that the
cannabis industry “exploded overnight,
with multiple mergers taking place in a
matter of months.” The speed with which
the industry was expanding and
consolidating—argued ATR—made it
impossible for the agency to fulfill its
obligation to conclude whether the
mergers taking place provided
“competitive concerns” within 30 days.
Nothing to see here

Group Calls For Davis’

Resignation

We need to talk about City Councilor Pat
Davis. Most of you will remember Davis
from our pages as an advocate for
cannabis legalization and the chairman of
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham’s late
marijuana legalization working group.
Last year we even interviewed him for our
quarterly Cannabis Manual (the summer
edition will be out soon). He’s graced the
pages of this modest column more times
than I can count.

Last week ProgressNow New Mexico—
associated with the Progressive Champions
PAC—accused Davis of upholding racist
institutions because of an incident from his
time as a Washington D.C. cop in which he
shot a black man in the shoulder. It’s
calling for his resignation as city councilor.
The ironic part? Davis is the founder of
ProgressNow New Mexico.

“ProgressNow New Mexico finds it
imperative to continue calling out racism
when we see it and holding perpetrators
accountable for their actions,” said Alissa

One Hand Washes the Other

DOJ finds no violations in antitrust cases
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B  uy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING

DIABETIC TEST 

STRIPS FOR $CASH$

& FREE PICK-UP!

Highest CASH Prices

Paid In NM For Your

Diabetic Test Strips

And FREE Pick-UP!

Help Others(Those

Without Insurance) &

Make Money Too!

Call: 505-203-6806

Notices

Legal

w
A-1 Self

Storage

Auction 

A-1 Self Storage

New Mexico Auction

Ad Notice of Public

Sale Pursuant to

NEW MEXICO

STATUTES § 48-11-

1-48-11-9: Notice is

hereby given that on

July 16, 2020 At that

time open Bids will

be accepted, and the

Entirety of the

Following Storage

Units will be sold to

satisfy storage liens

claimed by A-1 Self

Storage. The terms

at the time of the

sales will be Cash

only, and all goods

must be removed

from the facility

within 48 hours. A-1

Self Storage

reserves the right to

refuse any and all

bids or cancel sale

without notice.

Owners of the units

may pay lien

amounts by 5:00 pm

July 15, 2020 to

avoid sale. The

following units are

scheduled for

auction. Sale will

begin at 09:00 am

July 16, 2020 at A-1

Self Storage 7610

Central Ave

Unit#B57 Ramona

Montoya 820 Central

SW, Abq, NM 87102;

Misc. household

items.Unit#C22

Corey Jimenez 1202

Alvarado Dr.

NE,Abq,NM 87110;

Bike, tv

furniture,bags.

Unit#C31 Ernesto

Martinez 8201

Marquette Ave

NE,apt A,Abq,NM,

87108; tools, skis,

boxes, tv,

paint.UnitE12

Tamara Francisco

316 General

Somervell NE, Abq,

NM 87123;Furniture,

microwave, printer.

Unit#M24 Curtavias

Franklin 1101

Madiera Dr NE,

Abq,NM

87108;Clothes,

boxes, furniture,baby

items.U nit#P50 The

Church 217 San

Pedro, Abq, NM

87108; Truck. A-1

Self Storage 49 Hotel

Circle NE Unit#82,

Unit#83, Unit#84,

Unit#88 David Dunn

12021 Skyline Rd NE

#502, Abq, NM

87123;

Furniture,washer,min

i refrigerator, tv,

boxes, bags, tote,

clock, stereo, fan.

Unit#160 Michael

Daniels 810 Eubank

#215, Abq, NM

87123;

Computer,stereo,pain

t,tile,tv cart. A-1 Self

Storage 9735 Menaul

Blvd Unit#150

Kristina Trujillo 5320

Los Abuelos Ct SW,

Abq, NM 87105;

Stroller,

clock,trunk,clothes.

Unit#154 Angela

Romero 534 Virginia

St NE, Abq, NM

87108;Tables,bags

speakers,ottoman,

crutches, fan.A-1 Self

Storage 58 S.

Zamora Rd Unit#I213

Laure Tiera 132

Tumbleweed Rd,

Sandia Park, NM

87047; Car seat, fan,

rug, bags, boxes,

clothes.Auction Sale

Date 7/16/2020 Ad

runs Friday 7/3/2020

and Friday 7/10/2020 

w
A-1 SELF

STORAGE

AUCTION 

A-1 Self Storage New

Mexico Auction Ad

Notice of Public Sale

Pursuant to NEW

MEXICO STATUTES

§ 48-11-1-48-11-9:

Notice is hereby

given that on the

16th day of April,

2020 At that time

open Bids will be

accepted, and the

Entirety of the

Following Storage

Units will be sold to

satisfy storage liens

claimed by A-1 Self

Storage. The terms at

the time of the sales

will be Cash only,

and all goods must

be removed from the

facility within 48

hours. A-1 Self

Storage reserves the

right to refuse any

and all bids or cancel

sale without notice.

Owners of the units

may pay lien

amounts by 5:00 pm

April 15, 2020 to

avoid sale. The

following units are

scheduled for

auction. Sale will be

beginning at 09:00

am April 16, 2020 at

2636 Baylor Dr SE

Unit#A18 Seth

Regensburg 309

Truman St NE, Abq,

Place your ad: alibi.com/ads classifieds@alibi.com 

(505) 346-0660 ext 248

Real Estate

Apartments

NEWLY

RENOVATED

NEWLY

RENOVATED,

furnished studios.

Laundry Onsite.

Cable & Utilities

INCLUDED. Call

now: 505-226-6932

LOW RATES!

BRAND NEW Fully

Furnished Studio

Apartments – no

credit check & no

lease req. Call Now:

505-225-2673

LOW RATES!

BRAND NEW Fully

Furnished Studio

Apartments – no

credit check & no

lease req. Call Now:

505-225-2673

Body & Soul

Beauty Services

w
BODYWORK/REF

LEXOLOGY

Take some time for

yourself and get

stress relief. Contact

Daniel (505) 336-

0719. Text preferred.

w
TAROT

COUNSELING

By phone or online.

30 yrs. exp. Contact

me for more info or

to set up an appt.

Hal: 505 310-5276 or

skyhorse23@hotmail.

com

Alternative

Medicine

MEDICAL

CANNABIS

Independent Nurse

Practitioner medical

cannabis

evaluations. 505 710-

7430

Licensed

Massage

Placidity

Massage Open

Placidity Massage

Now Open

Albuquerque-

massagetherapy.co

m 6200 Montgomery

NE 5053393992

Regular 60 per hour,

Now 50 Ask about

our hot stone

therapy LMT:8209

NM 87108; Furniture,

appliances, tote, tv.

Unit#B66 Joseph

Apodaca 1813

Columbia Dr SE, Abq,

NM 87106; Totes,

suitcase, bags,

cooler, toolbox.

Followed by 7610

Central Ave Unit#A26

Sophia Maes PO Box

2111 Milan NM

87021; Bags,

mattress,lawn

mower,totes.

Unit#C30 Valerie

Ramos 1033 Maderia

SE Abq, NM 87108;

Furniture,space

heater, fans.

Unit#D52 Gail Brain

1330 Mountain View

NE Abq NM 87123;

Clothes, furniture,

bags, boxes.

Unit#H09 Roy

Gutierrez 4849

Gibson SE Abq NM

87108; Bbq

Furniture,bird cage.

Followed by 49 Hotel

Circle NE Unit#146

Caleb Rice 3120

Madeira Dr NE, Abq

NM

87110;Furniture,bike,t

v , barstools.

Unit#349 Clarence

Pitre 50 Hotel Cir NE,

Abq, NM 87123;

Bags,boxes,computer

,car seat,cooler.

Followed by 9735

Menaul Blvd

Unit#117 Heath

Carey 9 Calle Por Los

Caballos Tijeras, NM

87059; Furniture.

Unit#160 Amber

Stiley 7811 Central

Ave SE Abq NM

87108; Sml

refrigerator,bikes,doll

y

furniture,boxes,bags.

Unit#101 Amber

Stiley 7811 Central

Ave SE Abq NM

87108; Furniture,

crates,microwave,tote

s.Unit#87 Dean

Wilson 1044 Menaul

Blvd NE, Abq, NM

87112; Furniture,

bags,stools.Followed

by 58 S.Zamora Rd

Unit#K316 Larry

Williams 112 Aztec

Rd NW Abq NM

87107;

shelf,ladder,tire,

speaker, chair.

Unit#K319 Larry

Williams 112 Aztec

Rd NW Abq, NM

87107; Boxes, books,

sml refrigerator,

shelves, rug,

mattress. Auction

Sale Date 4/16/2020.

Ad runs Fri 4/3/2020

and Fri 4/10/2020 

A-1 SELF STORAGE

AUCTION 

A-1 Self Storage New

Mexico Auction Ad

Notice of Public Sale

Pursuant to NEW

MEXICO STATUTES §

48-11-1-48-11-9:

Notice is hereby

given that on the 9th

day of July 2020 At

that time open Bids

will be accepted, and

the Entirety of the

Following Storage

Units will be sold to

satisfy storage liens

claimed by A-1 Self

Storage. The terms at

the time of the sales

will be Cash only, and

all goods must be

removed from the

facility within 48

hours. A-1 Self

Storage reserves the

right to refuse any

and all bids or cancel

sale without notice.

Owners of the units

may pay lien

amounts by 5:00 pm

July 8, 2020, to avoid

sale. The following

units are scheduled

for auction. Sale will

be beginning at 9:00

am July 9 2020 at A-1

Self Storage 5419

Academy Rd NE

Unit#B3 Rachel

Garcia 4320

Washington #36,

Abq, NM 87114;

Furniture, tire, box

and totes. Unit#D46

Sheila Martinez 6401

Academy Rd, Abq,

NM 87109; Furniture,

suitcase, boxes, and

mirror. Unit#F24

Alfred Baca PO Box

2501, Espanola, NM

87532; Couch. Follow

ed by A-1 Self

Storage 4700 Osuna

Rd NE Unit#R054

Alan Davis 4321

Montgomery, Abq,

NM 87109; Lexus

sedan. Unit#P146

Johnathan Garcia

4401 San Pedro, Abq,

NM 87109; Car seat,

and stools.

Unit#C008 Thomas

Truillio 13605 Elena

Gallegos, Abq, NM

87111; Couch, tires,

paintings, and boxes.

Unit#K023 Patrick

Holian Boxes.

Unit#A026 Ronilia

Brown 5800 Osuna,

Abq, NM 87111;

Mattresses, boxes,

and backpack.

Unit#P079 Frances

Galvin 6410

Commercial St SE,

Abq, NM 87107;

Bikes, cabinets and

totes. Followed by A-

1 Self Storage 5412

San Mateo NE

Unit#A36 Steven

Griego 3309 Alvarado

Ave, Abq, NM 87110;

Boxes and books.

Unit#B38 Matthew

Candelaria 7409

Rainwater SW, Abq,

NM 87121; Couch,

mattress set, and bag

Auction Sale Date

July 9 2020 Ad runs

6/26/2020 & 7/3/2020 

Classified

 HEAL & RELAX!

Treat yourself to

powerful healing,

deep relaxation. 25

years experience.

$60 Katrina

LMT#6855 (505)506-

4016

innovative.massaget

herapy.com

READER NOTICE:

The State of New

Mexico Department

of Regulation and

licensing requires

registration numbers

for individuals who

practice massage

therapy. These

registration numbers

are included in all

ads within category

300. Advertisers in

this category are

registered and

licensed by the State

of New Mexico and

are trained and

certified for

therapeutic massage.

Advertisers in

category 300 do not

perform sexual

massages. Any

concerns regarding

any of the

advertisers in this

category should be

directed to: Weekly

Alibi.
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TOON PAGE | @thethingimexcitedabout CROSSWORD | “GILDED AGE” ANSWERS SURROUNDED BY GOLD | by Matt Jones

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE AT ALIBI.COM

© 2020 Matt Jones

Across

1"Abnormally Attracted to Sin" singer Tori 

5 Interest 

9 Helped out at a rave, e.g.

13 Draw from a pen

14 "___ a dull moment"

16 Bank

17 Turn-of-the-century style

19 ___ Stanley Gardner (author whose Perry Mason

character inspired the 2020 HBO series)

20 Comparatively chilly

21 Activity with tanks

23 Lamentable

24 Vowel sounds in "naysay"

26 "I identify with that GIF"

28 Romantic duet in "The Phantom of  the Opera"

34 Drugstore container

37 Actress Kendrick

38 Eighth day of  Christmas figures

39 Age verifiers

40 Edison's ___ Park

42 One-all, for one

43 Hitchcock film named for a gem

46 Tiniest of  noises

47 Jury member

48 Where to order individual items

51 Take back

52 They help you get a handle

56 Glass of  "This American Life"

58 Take up broom?

62 Jack of  kids' rhymes

63 Latvian capital

65 Super Mario World 2 character that pops up from

underwater

67 Important work

68 Profession deserving of  nightly applause (at a minimum)

69 Clickable pic

70 Part of  CSNY

71 Slightest bit

72 Grandmotherly nicknames

 

Down

1 Be of  assistance

2 "Polo" preceder

3 Agree to participate

4 Dakar's domain

5 Bearded grassland grazer

6 Pushes the engine

7 "Voulez-vous coucher ___ moi ce soir?"

8 Jeff  Bridges's brother

9 "Black-ish" father

10 Newark resident, slangily

11 "Enchanted" Anne Hathaway role

12 Turned green to gold?

15 Early 1980s craze creator

18 Type of  exam

22 Chemistry class model

25 Poetry competition

27 Advanced deg. for musicians

29 Bumbling

30 "Bonne ___!" ("Happy New Year!" in French)

31 Home of  my Oregon alma mater

32 Slobbery dog of  the comics

33 Software buyer

34 "La Dolce ___" (Fellini film)

35 Symbol of  immunity, on "Survivor"

36 Spears on the table

41 Play before the main act

44 One in a deck

45 Hits with a laser

47 Gourd used in some Thai curries

49 "Blackadder Goes Forth" star Atkinson

50 Space shuttle letters

53 "Loveroot" author Jong

54 Boca ___, Florida

55 Gobsmacks

56 Metal for old skillets

57 Kelly of  "Live! With Kelly and Ryan"

59 Prefix before "distant"

60 Currency introduced in 1999

61 Before times, so to speak

64 Forest fire output

66 "Back to the Future" costar Thompson
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