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The Long Avenue to Recovery
Downtown, facing setback after setback, eyes a tough future

W
hat is there to do about
Downtown Albuquerque? After
the long and tumultuous road

(some pun intended) that was
Albuquerque Rapid Transit (ART as the
cool kids call it), things were finally
looking like they were on the mend for the
beleaguered sector of the city. We all know
how this story ended up, with a
combination of coronavirus and a fringe
group of rioters taking advantage of the
Black Lives Matters movement to cause
damages. With the closure of most of
Downtown’s biggest draws (bars,
performance spaces and the convention
center, to name a few), it’s been
remarkably sparse in terms of foot traffic.
The recent announcement of the halting
of indoor dining has added another
barrier on the path to salvation for the
struggling businesses in the area. What is
there to do now?

I won’t go into the art of new
Downtown, as our Clarke Condé has that
sufficiently covered in the Art section this
issue—though it is worth noting that a
walk down Central Ave. is far more
interesting than it has ever been before.
What has been a stagnant front of the
same businesses for years and years is now
a veritable art gallery of unique local
visions, all brought to life in vibrant colors
and imagery on storefronts up and down
the avenue. Be sure to check out his piece
on it.

Let’s talk about the first big hampering,
which is coronavirus closures. Currently,
there is no safe estimate for when bars and
concert venues will be able to reopen safely
for the public. At this point almost all the
bands who had shows scheduled for the
year have called off their tours completely,
with most assuming touring might resume
in February of 2021. Even if that turns out
to be true, that means every music venue
will have been inactive for 11 months
straight. I don’t intend to cast aspersions,
but even the deepest pockets would have
trouble funding rent for that long on a
coveted space in Downtown that large,
along with the future cost of rehiring and
retraining of staff—not to mention full-on
cleaning and upkeep of the interior. 

Let’s put this in perspective: Sunshine
Theater has a capacity of 1,000 people.
Assuming throughout a week of shows, the
venue averages 60% capacity (let’s be real,
not everyone is a full house draw) giving

600 attendees per night, most of those
patrons aren’t ready to leave the show and
call it a night. They go out to eat at any
number of places in the area, including
food trucks, or to wrap up the night with
drinks at one of the numerous bars in the
vicinity. One venue alone can account for
that level of business to Downtown. Now
multiply that times the number of venues
in the area, plus the people who just want
to play a few rounds of pool at Anodyne or
take a date to Brixen’s for some drinks,
and you realize how much overall foot
traffic has gone missing. 

The second issue is that most of the
businesses Downtown struggled through

the long process of ART being completed.
Granted, they got hit less hard than Nob
Hill, but they still faced issues all the same.
Construction on Central Ave. that took
years to complete left many hesitant to
drive on it at all unless absolutely
necessary. Many felt a sigh of relief when
the project was completed and the road
was opened again. Yet with the launch of
the actual ART buses (the real launch)
being troubled by a myriad of people not
comprehending the “Bus Only” lanes, the
problems escalated and kept many people
nervous to drive through. 

If just for these factors alone,
Downtown was in for a tough recovery. But

as the saying goes, bad news comes in
threes. And when Black Lives Matters held
peaceful protests in the streets,
opportunistic hellions unassociated with
the protests took it upon themselves to
smash the windows of local businesses and
buildings, causing damage to an already-
suffering area. A long boulevard of glass
windows that gave the area such a
distinctive look from the rest of the city
had now become a near ghost-town,
plywood covering swaths of the landscape
instead. For those who had boarded up
preemptively, they were spared the task of
cleaning broken glass from their interiors
and finding replacement glass to safely

NEWS FEATURE | by Dan Pennington

CLARKE CONDÉ
 Kimo Theater was one of the buildings hit hardest through all this. 
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NEWS FEATURE | by Dan Pennington

reopen. For those who hadn’t, the story
becomes more complicated. 

The problem with glass and repairing it
lies in the time it takes to make pieces of
this size. The windows of Downtown are
anything but small, some being literal
walls. To custom-create these pieces, safely
transport them and install them all factor
into a long wait, especially when needed
en masse like they currently are. We’re
looking at over a month of wait time to get
everything back to normal. With the
exceptional summer heat we’re
experiencing right now, it’s adding extra
stressors to those trying to operate, as
there is no good way to keep their interiors
properly sealed and cooled. 

Many businesses have already gone
under in the area, including the recently
opened 505 Mart and Last Call, a burrito
heaven for the late night crowds.
Inevitably, we will be seeing more
following suit as time goes on. There’s no
easy answer to this problem. If there was, it
wouldn’t be a problem in the first place.
There are options though, which will
hopefully be explored sooner rather than
later. The first would be a rent freeze. The
pushing back of payments on rent or
mortgages in the area (though it should be
nationwide) would allow these businesses

to rest a little easier as they are forced to
wait this out. This doesn’t mean rent won’t
be due, but that they aren’t required to
make payments until things open again,
and they could work out a repayment
schedule as things continue on. 

The second is a community effort.
There are many places we cannot go right
now. That won’t change. We’re stuck
waiting for the country to recover while we
maintain our impressively low numbers of
new cases and deaths. But ultimately, we
need to support those we can. Yes, it can
feel like a pain to make the trip Downtown
to get lunch, especially if it’s out of the
way. But small orders can add up,
becoming a make-or-break situation for
many of these businesses. By putting a
little in, they can get a little back out.
Spending locally means your money moves
and improves far better than nationally. A
mere $20 can move between a ton of
businesses before it’s deposited and saved,
if everyone purchases local versus a
national chain typically keeping the
biggest chunk of that money before it ever
exchanges hands again. If we keep that
flow going through take-out, gift cards,
donations and more, we keep the city’s
heart beating. 

The phrase “we’re all in this together”

will be repeated time and time again,
probably becoming the motto of the
year—though “please scream inside your
heart” is an equally viable contender. But
it stands true. This is a hard time for
everyone, and Downtown—our hub of all
things fun and exciting—is getting the
worst of it. I, along with many others, am
looking forward to the day I can sit down
with friends and beers around a table,

hugging and high-fiving masklessly and
full of joy. In order for that dream to come
true, we need to support the place that
makes that happen. My challenge to you,
bold and powerful readers, is to support
Downtown once a week. It’s simple, it’s
cheap and if you want to have a cultural
center of celebration to look forward to,
it’s the only way it’ll survive.  a

Our old office has never looked better. No really, it hasn’t. CLARKE CONDÉ
 

Downtown, or as I call her, Old Faithfully Good Time
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On Germs, Love and Uncooked Foods
Local icon Don Schrader shares thoughts on health, connections

Bad germs are not the main root cause
of disease. Bad germs are the
scavengers that can take over when

the body is weak and out of balance. Much
like fruit flies that attack rotting fruit—not
healthy fruit.

In the late 1800’s, French microbiologists
Dr. Antoine Bechamp and Dr. Claude
Bernard waged a much publicized ongoing
debate with Nobel Prize laureate Dr. Louis
Pasteur, the creator of the “germ theory” of
disease. On his deathbed, Pasteur shocked
his attendants by changing his lifelong
position. With all his remaining strength, he
whispered in French, “Claude Bernard was
right. The microbe is nothing. The terrain
is everything.”

A worldwide study in 195 nations,
released in 2018, concluded there is no safe
level of drinking booze! I drink no booze!

Sugar is as addictive as heroin and far
more addictive than cocaine. Sugar causes
or worsens 60+ diseases! Sugar feeds
cancer, mold, fungus, yeast, viruses, and all
infections! I eat nothing containing added
sugar or artificial sweeteners. 

The Max Planck Institute in Germany
found that cooking usually destroys half the
protein, 60-70 percent of the assimilable
vitamins and minerals, up to 96 percent of
vitamin B12 and all the enzymes (the life
energy) and micronutrients (approximately
10,000) necessary for great health. A
cooked seed will never sprout and grow—it
is dead! We need raw, living plant foods—
preferably organic. I stopped cooking my
food 21 years ago. 

I was severely addicted to sugar as a kid
and in my 20s. I had surgery on both retinas
in 1974 and eventually lost most of my
teeth. 

I saw both my mother and father suffer
hell from preventable sicknesses for
decades. Seeing them suffer woke me up
and I changed! Now 74, I have studied
natural health for 44 years—hundreds of
articles, books, documentaries, speakers,
conversations, my own experiences.

We all will die, but I am devoted every
day to living health until I die. Why suffer?

Would a car owner put dirt in the gas
tank and expect it to run? Sadly, many

people take far better care of their car,
house and pets than their own body. Most
hospital beds would be empty and medical
expenses would plunge if we all got serious
about our health.

Hour for hour, the hours slept before
midnight benefit us more than the hours
slept after midnight.

Get sunshine on most or all of your body
most days year round. Never burn! Start
with a few minutes and increase.

Jump on a trampoline or walk outside—
average an hour or more a day—plus other
exercises. Too much sitting is as deadly as
cigarettes! 

Develop close friendships with heart-
to-heart conversations often. Forgive and
ask forgiveness. No grudges. We need
deep human connections. Many warm
hugs—when there is no pandemic.
Loneliness kills…

No toxic chemicals at home, in the
garden, at work or in cosmetics. Pesticides
concentrate in meat and dairy when these
animals consume only feed grown with
pesticides. I eat no meat, no dairy for
many reasons. 

Sickness has two causes: Too much bad
stuff and not enough good stuff. 

The only material possession we all have
from birth to death is our body. No other
material possession can give us more misery
or more pleasure! 

I am deeply indebted to many people
who have taught me, loved me and inspired
me! I collect wisdom to live it and share it! 

-Don Schrader

Editor’s Note: The opinions expressed by
Mr. Schrader do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Weekly Alibi staff, and should not
be substituted for medical, nutritional, or
fitness advice from licensed professionals.
This letter from him to our editor is for
purposes of entertainment only.  a
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He may not cover much, but even Don makes sure to cover his nose and mouth with a mask. 
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WEIRD NEWS

ODDS
ENDSA

N
D

Dateline: Kentucky
Following a tense arm-wrestling match
between a father and his young son that
led to shots being fired and an eight-hour
standoff with police, authorities say the
man surrendered peacefully. According to
ABC News the Boone County Sheriff ’s
Office in Kentucky received a call last week
that gunshots were heard going off inside a
residence. On arrival the officers found
two family members outside of the home
who said Curtis Zimmerman was still
inside and refused to come out. The man
was also armed. “Deputies learned that
Zimmerman was intoxicated and
challenged his juvenile son to an arm-
wrestling contest,” said Boone County
Sheriff ’s Office. “When Zimmerman lost
multiple times, he became agitated which
led to a physical altercation with his son.”
Zimmerman allegedly collected his firearm
and shot twice inside the house as his son
retreated to his bedroom. According to the
suspect, he was not aiming for the juvenile
and fired into the ceiling. Zimmerman
refused to cooperate with police and stayed
inside the home for over eight hours
before the Boone County Sheriff ’s Office
Hostage Negotiation Team was able to talk
him into surrendering to SWAT officers.
He was reportedly taken into custody
without incident.

Dateline: New Zealand
A man cut a hole in a fence to escape a
COVID-19 quarantine and buy alcohol.
Global News reports that an Australian man
who flew to New Zealand on July 1 cut
through a fence to escape a temporary
quarantine facility at the Distinction
Hotel. “Initial information suggests an
individual cut through fence ties at the
1.8-metre fence to break out of the facility,
and returned to the facility sometime after
that,” said police. Health officials say they
do not believe the man was a threat to
others, as he has tested negative for the
novel coronavirus twice. It was determined
that the man was gone from the facility for
around half an hour last week and that he
visited a single liquor store during that
time. The store was notified and sanitized.
The man is not in police custody, but he is
facing charges in court. New Zealand’s
COVID-19 policy requires that visitors be
quarantined for two weeks and test
negative for the virus before being allowed
into the general public. Earlier in the
week, another man reportedly broke out
of a quarantine hotel to go to a grocery
store. Earlier in the month, a woman

escaped her quarantine facility and was
reportedly found by authorities two blocks
away.

Dateline: France
A baker has made bread using wheat that
was fertilized with women’s urine collected
from public restrooms. Russia Today reports
that engineer and “ecofeminist” Louise
Raguet collects urine from public women’s
toilets in Paris to fertilize wheat that is
used in her best-selling Boucle d’Or, or
Goldilocks bread. To sterilize the urine,
Raguet adulterates the liquid at least 20
times before it’s sprayed on crops. She told
reporters that urine is a more eco-
conscious fertilizer than the nitrogen-
based artificial fertilizers currently used by
farmers. A recent French Urban Planning
Agency study found that around 29 million
loaves of bread using urine-based fertilizer
could be produced in a day in France,
saving farmers around 703 tons of
nitrogen-based artificial fertilizers each
day. Raguet says bodily wastes shouldn’t be
destroyed. According to the baker, urine
contains potassium, nitrogen and other
nutrients that plants need. She says our
current system of disposing of human
urine is wasteful. “When you pee in water,
treatment plants remove the nutrients.
They do not return to the earth. The
system is not circular,” she said. Raguet
says she hopes her work will “break taboos
over excrement.” She says she chose to use
female urine specifically to empower
women.

Dateline: Oregon
Police say a man in a stolen vehicle led
police on a high-speed chase before
crashing into another stolen car driven by
another car thief. According to FOX 12 in
Oregon, police received a call that a
Toyota Land Cruiser had been stolen. The
vehicle was spotted driving through the
city of Newberg, about 20 miles southwest
of Portland. Officers were able to find the
stolen vehicle and pursued. The suspect—
later identified as Randy Lee Cooper of
Portland—led police on a winding chase
through downtown Newberg, Ore. before
crashing into an occupied Buick Regal.
According to police Cooper was arrested
for unauthorized use of a motor vehicle,
attempting to elude police, third-degree
assault and reckless driving. While the
man was arrested, officers investigated the
Buick and found Kristin Nicole Begue of
Newberg sitting in the front seat. They
learned that the Buick had been reported
stolen weeks earlier. Officers allege that
Begue also appeared to be under the
influence. She was also arrested at the
scene for driving under the influence of
intoxicants and the unauthorized use of a
motor vehicle. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird

news to josh@alibi.com.

119 San Pasquale ave SW 

505-243-0370
Be Healthy 

Corner is open! 

We are a holistic health shop. 

We have Hala, Ayurvedic and 

Chinese medicines.

We carry Authentic 

Native American salves. 

We carry live and dried herbs. 

We have handcrafted soap, 

candles and incense. 

We heal mind, body and spirit.  

We will have live and dried 

blood microscopy. By years end 

our N.D and master herbalist will 

be on full time.

George Yazzie Live on Chapter House

Radio 66.6 AM RADIO (Chapter

House)

If you are missing that jangly kind of guitar,
heartfelt lyrics and not-so-great sound quality
you might hear at your local brewery from
your local singer/songwriter, look no further
than the latest live recording by George
Yazzie. No drums. No overdubs. Not product
placements–Yazzie is just telling
straightforward stories about how he sees
this life. This live, ei   ght-song album will take
you out to the desert and give you a ride
back with the windows down. Yazzie nails it
with “Dreaming,” a walk-away song of love
lost for the best, delivered in under two
minutes. Live on Chapter House Radio 66.6
AM RADIO is an honest, stripped-down deal,
without your usual bullshit.

The Kevistry Peace of Mind  (Self

Released)

In no particular order, here are just a few of
the questions about The Kevistry’s Peace of
Mind that will require far deeper investigation
to fully comprehend: Is this new music? Does
it contain an actual sample of the Cookie
Monster? Why is the track “The Eighties” not
a local radio hit? Somewhere within the time-
space continuum exists The Kevistry. Leaving
triangulation open ended, the geography of
Peace of Mind finds these tunes squarely
within the limits of the Duke City, but all time
has drifted away in songs that could have
been created anytime in the last 35 years.
These are the mid-tempo rhymes on smooth
beats that will propel you forward through
some Albuquerque neighborhood you grew
up in, through days that were a bit tragic.
Maybe you are a touch nostalgic? If so, find
yourself a tape deck, pop in The Kevistry’s
Peace of Mind and see what kind of trouble
you can get yourself into. a

SONIC REDUCER
BY CLARKE CONDÉ



They dismissed her with a lidocaine patch

(local anesthetic) and a come-back-if-it-

gets-worse order. 

It got worse. She went back. She began

experiencing other symptoms, including a

brutal bout of nausea. This time they did a

CAT scan in an attempt to see anything

the ultrasound might have missed. Again,

they saw nothing. They gave her Maalox

(which is composed of aluminum and

magnesium antacids) and discharged her

with a bucket for the ride home. 

Remember when we explained that a

MTHFR mutation prevents Heather’s

body from breaking down certain metals,

like aluminum? 

Heather’s allergies are listed in her

charts, and she is diligent about telling

new doctors about them. Still, her third

trip to the ER was spurred by a severe

allergic reaction to the Maalox, with her

face and eyes swelled shut and a menacing
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Non-COVID-Related Treatments Pushed Aside
Those with preexisting conditions face more hurdles than ever

A
s the coronavirus pandemic

progresses into its fifth month,

Americans and others around the

globe continue to adjust to massive

interruptions of daily life. From city and

statewide lockdowns to shuttered

businesses in a tanking economy, the

coronavirus has irreparably changed life as

we know it, forcing us to adapt in

unexpected ways. In healthcare it has

become far more difficult for people with

existing conditions to get the care they

need.

Meet Heather, an Albuquerque local

who has been shorted by the fractured

healthcare system at every turn. Weekly

Alibi is using a pseudonym to protect her

privacy.

In 2015 Heather’s doctors identified a

genetic mutation called MTHFR (no, it

doesn’t stand for “motherf#$%er,”

although that would be much simpler than

its real name). MTHFR mutations make it

difficult for the body to break down certain

metals like aluminum and B vitamins like

folic acid. This bars Heather from taking

certain types of medication, which can

build up and become toxic if not broken

down properly by the body. 

Methylenetetrahydrofolate reductase—

all right, we’ll stick to MTHFR—can lead

to other complications as well. In

Heather’s case: fibromyalgia, chronic

migraines and a connective tissue disorder

called Elhers-Danlos Syndrome (EDS).

Before the pandemic Heather saw her

rheumatologist every six months. He’d do

blood work, a physical evaluation and

discuss the efficacy of her medication. 

But since stay-at-home orders went into

effect in Albuquerque, Heather has only

been able to see her rheumatologist

through telemedicine visits. She explained

that physical examinations have been an

important part of her treatment, and that

it is just not possible to perform a

thorough evaluation remotely. 

MTHFR kicked off 2020 with a new

problem for Heather: In January, she

found out that her gallbladder is severely

inflamed and functioning at only two

percent of its normal capability. Such low

functionality dramatically increases the

risk of her gallbladder rupturing. (As a

person who’s been rushed into emergency

NEWS FEATURE | by Erin Beck

surgery for a ruptured appendix, I can

personally attest that the experience holds

up to everything a life-threatening event

ought to be.) After further testing,

Heather’s practitioners agreed that the

best preventative measure would be to

remove it, soon. When she attempted to

schedule the surgery in early March, she

was surprised to find that it was considered

an “elective surgery,” since it was not an

emergency—yet.

Although the COVID-19 virus poses a

ubiquitous health threat to the population,

it is particularly dangerous to those

battling preexisting conditions. Many

patients like Heather who are

immunocompromised face a much higher

risk of contracting COVID-19. Despite

doctors’ cautions against high-risk patients

visiting clinics, emergency rooms and

other public spaces, the postponed surgery

and lack of preventative treatment drives

up Heather’s chances of ending up in an

emergency room.

In fact that’s exactly where she found

herself earlier this month—four times in a

single weekend. The ER staff assigned to

non-COVID cases was ill-equipped to

provide her with the care she needed.

Heather felt that the staff were trying to

discharge her as quickly as possible, not

taking the time to listen about her medical

history and her concerns and making

quick and careless decisions that led to a

near-fatal experience. 

Heather admitted herself to the

emergency room after experiencing an

unmerciful pain that she feared might be

her gallbladder shutting down completely.

Dismissing her explanation that

inflammation and dwindling functionality

do not show up on a scan, ER doctors did

an ultrasound and bloodwork and

determined that “everything was fine.”

Most visits require direct contact, a high-risk situation during COVID-19. PRANIDCHAKAN BOONROM
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rash developing on her skin. She

requested a steroid injection but was given

Benadryl and again sent home. With

symptoms continuing to worsen, inching

closer to anaphylaxis, she returned to the

ER for a fourth time in 48 hours, where

they finally administered the steroid

injection that cleared up her alarming

drug reaction.

Heather told me that she feels like she

is in an eternal waiting room, waiting to be

addressed. Her story is just one of many

examples of a healthcare system crumbling

under the weight of the pandemic. Despite

the tireless work that our healthcare

workers do everyday to get the outbreak

under control, the abrupt shutdown of

other departments and medical practices

have left many more thousands suffering.

We all know by now about the deficit in

resources, equipment and PPE in hospitals

around the country. In addition to those

challenges, surging COVID-19 cases have

forced hospitals to redirect some staff to

COVID-related duties and other staff to be

laid off entirely. In Heather’s family the

oncologist treating her father’s pancreatic

cancer has been furloughed indefinitely.

Elsewhere, patients suffering heart attacks,

strokes or other medical emergencies have

had to compete with COVID-19 patients

for care, especially for the finite beds and

equipment in intensive care units. Even in

situations where resources are available,

many people are afraid to be treated in an

ICU near COVID-19 patients for fear of

catching the virus themselves. Hospitals

like the Yale New Haven Hospital in

Connecticut have reported fewer cases of

heart attacks and strokes in recent weeks—

likely because many heart attack and

stroke victims have chosen not to go to the

hospital.

In spite of that trend, large hospitals in

metropolitan areas are bursting to the

seams. In April, when cases were expected

to exceed 100,000 in the US (before they

actually did), makeshift ICUs were set up

in university dorms, sports fields and even

on a US Navy ship. Smaller hospitals in

rural towns, however, have been forced to

close and lay off their staff. Most hospitals’

income comes primarily from (elective)

surgeries, clinic visits and non-emergency

care. According to a recent report

published by the Kaiser Family

Foundation, treating just one uninsured

COVID-19 patient who needs to be

hospitalized could cost up to $40,000—an

amount that hospitals already struggling

just cannot afford. Some health centers did

receive funding from the federal

government that kept them afloat, but the
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details of the legislation was so unclear

that a number of rural hospitals were

unsure of whether they were eligible to

receive funding.

Another facet of healthcare interrupted

by the virus are clinical trials. Since March

many hundreds in the US have been

brought to a grinding halt, leaving

researchers, practitioners and participants

scrambling to determine what to do next.

“For many patients, being enrolled in a

clinical trial is the difference between

staying alive to get to their next birthday

or their child’s next birthday,” explains

Rena Conti, a health economist at Boston

University, speaking in an interview with

KCUR. The abrupt discontinuation of such

studies can have difficult and dangerous

implications for both current and future

participants. Because the data gathered

during clinical trials guides the future

treatment of participants, unplanned

interruptions often result in skewed or

misleading data—especially if participants

become ill or die from COVID-19.

As tough as it’s been, these quandaries

are nothing new. They were not created by

the coronavirus (but accelerated, perhaps).

They are symptoms of a decaying system—

a machine running on broken parts,

sometimes operating passably but failing

far too often. Our health system is one that

prioritizes profits over providing adequate

care; it is one that leaves ailments

untreated until they become emergencies;

one that charges hundreds or thousands

for COVID treatment to people who lost

their healthcare along with their job; one

that forces doctors to make impossible

decisions about who to treat—and the

unspoken obverse, who not to treat. Our

healthcare system was never designed to

accommodate everyone. This pandemic

has only exposed the inequity and

widened the gap between the haves and

have-nots.

Hospitals and clinic schedules have

been packed as physicians try to catch up

with months’ worth of new and cancelled

appointments. However, with COVID-19

case numbers trending upward again, it is

unclear if hospitals will continue phased

reopening, or if certain departments will

have to shut down again. Heather has

finally been able to schedule her surgery in

mid-August. Even so, her follow-up

appointment (and her next rheumatology

appointment) are slated to take place over

the phone. Heather is not sure when she

will be able to resume in-person doctor

visits. For now, like the rest of us, she is

doing what she can to make it one day at a

time. a



[8] WEEKLY ALIBI JULY 16-22, 2020

Drive-in movies, golf and swim
strokes, hundreds of miles of a
variety of trails and virtual tours of

museums, zoos and other cultural gems are
available distractions to ward off the
COVID stir crazies. 

Can’t Keep Us Down
Social distancing, mask wearing and the
travel restrictions put in place due to the
COVID-19 pandemic are making it hard to
have fun like back in the day. All is not lost,
however, as local governments, museums
and outdoor areas are offering ways to
keep us connected to a quality of life and a
sense of community.

Eyes
We are no doubt spending a lot of time
doing Netflix, Hulu, Disney and all the
other streaming services. Those have their
place in the passing of couch time. Take a
break from big brainwashers and check out
some local video tours and exhibitions. 

While the Botanic Garden and Tingley
Beach are now open, our local BioPark
animal neighbors at the zoo, aquarium and
BUGarium miss us very much. On the
ABQ BioPark’s public Facebook page
(facebook.com/abqbiopark), you will find
almost daily posts with behind-the-scenes
looks at what some of our favorite critters
have been up to.

Albuquerque Museum is hosting an
online exhibition of various multimedia
artists’ responses to the detonation of a
nuclear weapon near Alamogordo, New
Mexico back in 1945. It’s the 75th
anniversary of that unimaginable day that
changed history. Trinity: Reflections on the
Bomb runs through September 6.
According to museum curators the
exhibition features the work of more than
50 artists and it presents a snippet of
history through the artistic, ecological,
humanitarian, political and popular culture
lens. To see the complete exhibit on your
laptop, go to cabq.gov/trinity-exhibition.

¡Explora!, the city’s hands-on science
museum, is not open to the public, but
there are future virtual and in-person camp
dates for youth through July and August.
Check out all of the COVID-friendly
offerings on the museum’s website
(explora.us/en/educational-
programs/camps).

Ears
There are podcasts galore churning out of
New Mexico. A listennotes.com search
showed a couple dozen locally generated
ones ranging from every political
persuasion to preparing to go hunting,
ones for environmentalists, news podcasts,
stories of New Mexico’s people, places and
history. There are many good ones, but one
of the unique highlights worth mentioning
is The Mesa, a local podcast that explores
and keeps alive the stories of the women
and unborn baby found murdered and
buried on the city’s sprawling West Mesa.
Another one is City on the Edge podcast that
tells quirky stories of Albuquerque’s past
and present. Both are available through
Soundcloud, Apple, I Heart, Radiopublic,
Stitcher and other streaming services.

Over on the abqtodo.com page, one of
the upcoming happenings is Dan Wetmore

hosting The Skinny on the Short Line Stuff
from 6:30 to 8:30pm on July 17. Wetmore
is a poet of 50 years and will share his
insight on his journey with poetry and
prose, and offer tips on how to get your
prose and poems out of your head and into
the world. There are online painting
classes, jewelry classes and more listed at
the online bulletin board.

There are many who are missing the
classical sounds of the New Mexico
Philharmonic Orchestra and many more
who don’t know what they are missing. Our
talented musical neighbors are doing
weekly broadcasts at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays
from their website at nmphil.org. “NMPhil
Wednesday Night Live!” is a video
broadcast hosted by Music Director
Robertor Minczuk as he shares
conversation with guest artists.

Legs
The plethora of surrounding mountains,
open space, Bosque trails, walkable ditch
banks, urban and rural walking/bike paths
and parks scattered around the
metropolitan area are still there, waiting
for your use. Both the city and the county’s
parks and recreation, and open space
webpages
(cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-
space/facilities-map and
bernco.gov/finance/parks-and-
recreation.aspx) have detailed lists and
maps for these hidden gems.

Is lap swimming your deal? As of press
time, select pools are open for lane
swimming. There are no public pools open
for the two-legged yard animals. The city’s
pools require a reservation for lap
swimming while the county pools do not.
Go to cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/
recreation/swimming to sign up. None of
the local spray parks/splash pads are open.

Golf is still stroking along at the city’s
courses, but you must make a reservation.
It would be best to call the private and the
University of New Mexico golf courses to
see what COVID restrictions they have in
place (cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/
recreation/golf).

EVENTS | by Carolyn Carlson

COVID Fun in Burque
Don’t let a pandemic stop your summer

Wheels
If you have wheels, then you are luckier
than a duck because you can go see an old
time drive-in movie or take off in any
direction out of the Burque valley.

Bernalillo County is hosting drive-in
movies at the Isleta Amphitheater, and
Balloon Fiesta Park will be hosting family
friendly drive-in movies. Check out
balloonfiestadrivein.com and
bernco.gov/community-services/movies-in-
the-park.aspx for a schedule of films and
dates.

Sadly for non New Mexico peeps, Gov.
Michelle Lujan Grisham closed all New
Mexico State Parks to out-of-state visitors.
But us locals can head out into one of the
35 state parks scattered around the state.
Overnight camping remains prohibited.
Check out the list and the restrictions at
emnrd.state.nm.us. 

The National Park system has most
locations open to in- and out-of-state
visitors. According to its website at nps.gov,
it is best to call the individual park ahead of
time. Here in the greater Burque area,
those parks that qualify for a day trip drive
include Petroglyph, Salinas Pueblo
Missions, Santa Fe Historic Trail and the
Valles Caldera.

A day’s drive or shorter will get you to
some top-notch scenery. Head east, then up
the backside of the Sandias to the
breathtaking view of the Rio Grande Valley
and beyond. Go west toward the sacred Mt.
Taylor peak for a different view. South gets
you to Bosque del Apache for a little bird
watching. North can find you along the Rio
Grande in Corrales or up the Turquoise
Trail to Santa Fe. Heck, just driving around
Santa Fe looking for a precious sighting of
G.R.R. Martin can eat up a whole day.

Keep Up
To keep our sanity we need to think
creatively to find ways of injecting fun into
each long COVID day. There are so many
other ideas, places, podcasts, online
educational opportunities we missed, so
feel free to add to the list of happy things to
do, either via email or post it on our
website in the comment box under this
article. a

NEWS CITY
BY JOSHUA LEE

Restaurants Protest New
Health Order
The New Mexico Restaurant Association
organized a virtual protest earlier this week to
speak out against the issuance of a new
amendment to the public health order.

According to Las Cruces Sun, Gov. Michelle
Lujan Grisham announced last week that the
state will be reversing reopening procedures
and is once again disallowing the use of
indoor dining areas. Patio and outdoor dining
will be allowed to continue at 50 percent
capacity.

The NMRA reportedly asked restaurant
owners to protest the amendment virtually by
posting images on social media of restaurant
employees and customers standing in front of
empty restaurants with the hashtag
#LetUsServe. At least two restaurants have
announced plans to defy the order.

It is unclear why the governor has decided
to reverse reopening procedures. According to
DOH statistics, New Mexico has seen large
drops in hospitalization and death rates over
the last month, pointing to a positive trend.
Lujan Grisham appears to be citing new case
counts instead—a metric which researchers at
Stanford University said was inefficient at
tracking viral spread.

NMRA CEO Carol Wight told reporters that
New Mexico could lose up to 20 percent of its
restaurants—around 700 businesses—
because of the amendment. Over 200 have
already closed permanently.

Unemployment Work
Search Requirements
Waived
The New Mexico Department of Workforce
Solutions announced last week that it will
continue waiving work search requirements
for those seeking unemployment during the
pandemic.

According to KOB Secretary of Department
of Workforce Solutions Bill McCamley said the
state will wait to make planned changes that
would require those collecting unemployment
benefits to show proof that they’ve been
applying for jobs.

According to the US Department of Labor,
the unemployment filings in New Mexico rose
by 20 percent at the beginning of this month,
compared to the national average, which
actually dropped by 7 percent.

The state recently extended employment
benefits in response to continued shutdowns.

Events Defy Health Orders
Event organizers of two major events are still
holding public gatherings in defiance of the
governor’s health order. One of them is facing
a $5,000 fine.

According to KRQE the Hidalgo Youth
Rodeo in southwest New Mexico was held on
the Hidalgo County fairgrounds last weekend
with the blessings of the county commission.
County Commissioner Joel Edwards told
reporters that the commission plans on
keeping the fairgrounds open and continuing
to allow the rodeo even if the state orders
them to shut it down. The Hidalgo County
EMS Director said that the board’s decision to
allow the rodeo to continue is frustrating.

Meanwhile the Alien Motor Speedway in
Roswell is facing a $5,000 fine for hosting a
number of mass gatherings last weekend.
State Police said this was the raceway’s third
violation of the public health order and it will
be reported to NMDOH. The raceway has
reportedly announced another event this
weekend. a

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE
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CLARKE CONDÉ

Last Monday, July 6, local community
organizer Selinda Guerrero and her
family were evicted from their

home, during what is supposed to be an
eviction moratorium in New Mexico due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Guerrero is one
of the lead organizers of Albuquerque
Mutual Aid, which began operating at the
start of the pandemic to deliver food,
household goods and personal protective
equipment to families struggling during
quarantine. 

Guerrero live streamed the encounter
with her landlord, Peter Dunlap, and two
officers from the Bernalillo County
Sheriff ’s Office on her Facebook page. At
the time of the encounter, volunteers with
Albuquerque Mutual Aid were packing and
delivering donations to at-risk families out
of Guerrero’s garage. Dunlap is recorded
saying, “You can’t run a business out of
here,” when Guerrero asks for more time
to get the deliveries out. Albuquerque
Mutual Aid is not a for-profit business, but
a volunteer project of Fight For Our Lives,
a youth-led grassroots activist organization.

“What happened before the livestream
was—the sheriffs walked in without
knocking, they went into my children’s
rooms and said, ‘You have 15 minutes to
get all your things and leave.’ ” She
clarified that her front door was open to let
some air in. “The [sheriff ’s officer]
recommended I drop my kids off at
Westside Emergency Housing Center.
That’s a suggestion that I can’t be a mother
to my children because I’m poor.”

“They started getting a lot nicer when I
said I was live streaming it, and that elected
officials follow my feed,” Guerrero says.

Because of an appeal that Guerrero had
made earlier that morning to the eviction
court, she was able to get an extension
until 5pm on the following day. Dozens of
volunteers with Albuquerque Mutual Aid
and members of the community showed
up at Guerrero’s house immediately after
the encounter to help her move all her
and her children’s belongings into a
storage space. She also secured a safe
place for her and her family to stay for the
following two weeks.

Since Guerrero moved out, Albuquerque
Mutual Aid has been able to operate out of
the Southwest Organizing Project’s
headquarters and has continued delivering
care packages to families in need.

Misinformation or lack of
information about the eviction
moratorium is a problem for both
tenants and landlords in the current

 NEWS | COMMUNITY NEWS by Robin Babb

Local Organizer Evicted During Moratorium
Lack of information makes eviction moratorium confusing for tenants and landlords

unprecedented legal climate due to the
pandemic. 

The Weekly Alibi spoke with Tom
Prettyman, managing attorney at New
Mexico Legal Aid, a civil legal advocacy
organization that represents low-income
people in New Mexico, about the current
eviction moratorium. “If a landlord [in
New Mexico] receives money under the
CARES act—or any federal funding—they
might be prevented from evicting during
that time,” he said. But not all landlords
know this specific rule, and even many
landlords that don’t receive federal funding
believe they’re legally disallowed to evict
tenants until the moratorium expires on
August 30.

On the other end, many tenants don’t
know the specific requirements involved in
being protected from eviction during the
moratorium. In Guerrero’s case she didn’t
realize that she needed to present written
evidence to the court that she couldn’t pay
her rent during the pandemic to prevent
being evicted. That said, even knowing this
information and presenting the required

evidence might not have helped her. As
Prettyman says, “When tenants are evicted,
the vast majority either pay up [the rent
they owe] or move out. Or they choose to
fight it in court, and when they fight it in
court they lose. Tenants lose. It’s kind of
the rule.”

“If this was a real tool that the courts
were trying to use, then they would have
been sending out this information [about
requiring evidence of inability to pay] to
families that were being evicted,” Guerrero
says, emphasizing that she wasn’t aware of
the written evidence requirement. Her
landlord had provided her with some
printed resources a few weeks prior to the
eviction, she says. However, “It was a list of
homeless shelters in the area,” not any
information about this requirement. 

Guerrero’s family was participating in
the rent strike that many across the country
took part in during the pandemic, insisting
that there be a stay on rent and mortgage
payments during such an unprecedented
time of economic hardship. Her family also
lost three of their five income sources

during the pandemic, making paying rent
difficult at the very least. 

One of those incomes was lost when
Guerrero’s husband, Clifton White, was
arrested after a Black Lives Matter protest
in late May. White was charged with
violation of parole—although the arrest
warrant was never actually signed by
White’s parole officer—and he is still being
held at the Central New Mexico
Correctional Facility in Los Lunas.

“Our governor, in several press
conferences, has said there’s a moratorium
on evictions. So there’s an entire
community out here that believes there’s a
moratorium on evictions,” Guerrero says.

“It’s not really a moratorium, but a stay
on evictions,” says Prettyman. “If the
tenant loses, the judge says, ‘You’ve lost,
but I’m going to stay the eviction until the
supreme court says evictions are happening
again.’ ” Currently, this stay is in place until
August 31. 

“We’re expecting a big rush of
evictions after the moratorium ends,”
Prettyman warns.

For Guerrero and her family, threat of
eviction won’t be a problem for much
longer. After the eviction she and several
community members were able to work
together to put the down payment on a
house. 

“This 25 years of hope and dreams is
finally coming true. That just happened
yesterday. The amount on the note is
one third of what we were paying at [the
previous rental property]. For a four
bedroom, one-and-a-half bath house. …
If we had had access to home ownership,
I would have been able to buy a house
five times over with what I’ve paid in
rent and late fees and moving fees. We’ve
never paid less than 1,200 a month in
rent. For a family that lives in poverty,
that is very difficult to pull off. I’ve had
five jobs at once to pay rent. And my
story is not unique. So when we talk
about the underlying issues of poverty,
housing insecurity is absolutely at the
forefront of that.”

Guerrero says she’s grateful to the
members of the community who have
helped to make home buying possible for
her, and that she’s looking forward to the
security of owning a home. “My children
can decide what color they want to paint
their rooms. My daughter is thinking about
the garden she wants to plant,” she says.
“We’re so grateful, so grateful. So many
thousands of others don’t have that
support.” a
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): “If the time is not
ripe, we have to ripen the time,” wrote Aries
educator and activist Dorothy Height. This
approach worked well during her 98 years on the
planet. Her pioneering advocacy for African
American women generated a number of practical
improvements in their employment opportunities
and civil rights. In accordance with the current
astrological omens, Aries, I highly recommend her
guiding principle for your use. You now have the
power to ripen the time, even if no one else
believes the time is ripe.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “Whatever
inspiration is, it’s born from a continuous ‘I don’t
know.’” A wise and talented woman said that:
Nobel Prize-winning poet Wis&#322;awa
Szymborska. According to my analysis of the
astrological omens, it’s excellent advice for you to
embrace during the coming weeks. You’re close to
finding and accessing a mother lode of inspiration,
and one of the best ways to ensure that happens in
an optimal way is to make “I don’t know” your
mantra. In other words, be cheerfully devoted to
shedding your certainties. Lose your attachment to
the beliefs and theories you tend to overly rely on.
Make yourself as empty and clear and spacious as
you possibly can.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Gemini-born author
Djuna Barnes (1892–1982) was a world traveler
who wrote in several different genres, ranging from
lesbian fiction to essays on boxing to plays that
used poetic language. She was experimental and
empirical and experiential. On one occasion, she
voluntarily submitted to the force-feeding endured
by hunger-striking suffragists so she could write
about what it was like to be tortured. Another fun
fact about Djuna: Every morning, she did up her
hair and put her make-up on, then climbed into
bed and wrote for many hours. In the coming
weeks, Gemini, I recommend you draw inspiration
from every aspect of her life—except the torture
part, of course. The coming weeks will be a fine
time to be versatile, exploratory, and committed to
expressing yourself purely in whatever ways make
you comfortably excited.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): As a Cancerian, you
have a natural propensity to study and understand
what author Margaret Atwood describes as “echoes
and emptiness and shadow.” I believe this aspect of
your repertoire will be especially active and
available to you in the coming weeks. For best
results, regard your attunement to these echoes and
emptiness and shadow as an asset, even a precious
talent. Use it to discern what’s missing or lost but
could be recovered. Invoke it to help you navigate
your way through murky or confusing situations.
Call on it to help you see important things that are
invisible to others.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “Time can turn a scab into
a beauty mark,” said actor and screenwriter Nia
Vardalos. That’s a rousingly poetic speculation—
and more metaphorically true than literally. But I
suspect that if it ever might have a useful and
meaningful application to an actual human
struggle, it will be yours in the coming months. In
my view, you are in fact capable of harnessing the
magic necessary to transform a wound into a lovely
asset. Be bold and imaginative as you carry out this
seemingly improbable feat—which is actually not
improbable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Would you like to boost
your mental and physical health in the coming
weeks? Try this: Immerse yourself in the
understanding that you’re interconnected with
everything in the world. Tell yourself stories about
how the atoms that compose your body have
previously been part of many other things. This
isn’t just a poetic metaphor; it’s scientific fact. Now
study this passage by science writer Ella Frances
Sanders: “The carbon inside you could have
existed in any number of creatures or natural
disasters before finding you. That particular atom
residing somewhere above your left eyebrow? It
could well have been a smooth riverbed pebble
before deciding to call you home. You are rock and
wave and the peeling bark of trees, you are
ladybirds and the smell of a garden after the rain.”

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): It’s a favorable time to
celebrate the fantastic privilege of being alive. Are
you willing to believe that? Will you cooperate with
my intention to nudge you in the direction of
elation and exaltation? Are you open to the
possibility that miracles and epiphanies may be at
hand for you personally? To help get yourself in

the proper mood, read this passage by Libran
author Diane Ackerman: “The great affair, the love
affair with life, is to live as variously as possible, to
groom one’s curiosity like a high-spirited
thoroughbred, climb aboard, and gallop over the
thick, sunstruck hills every day.”

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): ‘“Deciding to
remember, and what to remember, is how we decide
who we are,” writes poet Robert Pinsky. That’s
useful counsel for you right now, Scorpio. You’re
entering a phase when you can substantially
reframe your life story so that it serves you better.
And one of the smartest ways to do that is to take
an inventory of the memories you want to
emphasize versus the memories you’d like to
minimize. Another good trick is to reinterpret
challenging past events so that you can focus on
how they strengthened you and mobilized your
determination to be true to yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “A person must
dream a long time in order to act with grandeur,”
wrote Sagittarian author and activist Jean Genet.
“And dreaming is nursed in darkness.” According
to my analysis of your astrological omens, this is an
apt description of what has been unfolding for you,
Sagittarius—and will continue to play out for you
in the next two weeks. If you’re aligned with cosmic
rhythms, you have been nursing your dreams in
darkness—exploring and cultivating and learning
from the raw creative energy that is simmering and
ripening in your inner depths. Keep doing this
important work, even if there are not yet any
productive results. Eventually, it will enable you to
“act with grandeur,” as Genet said.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Poet and
filmmaker Jean Cocteau said, “There are truths
that one can only say after having won the right to
say them.” In my estimation, you have recently
earned the right to express a fresh batch of
scintillating and useful truths. Please do us all a
favor and unveil them—preferably with both
candor and tact. In behalf of everyone who will
benefit from your insights, I’m sending you
congratulations for the work you’ve had to do on
yourself so as to win them.

    

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): "After you make a
fool of yourself a few hundred times, you learn
what works," testifies musician and singer Gwen
Stefani. In my own life, I've had to make a fool of
myself more than a few hundred times to learn
what works. My number is closer to a thousand—
and I'm still adding new examples on a regular
basis. In the coming weeks, Aquarius, I highly
recommend that you try what has served me and
Gwen Stefani so well. You're entering a phase when
your foolishness will generate especially useful
lessons. Being innocent and wildly open-minded
will also be very useful.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “It is better to err on
the side of daring than the side of caution,” wrote
author and futurist Alvin Toffler. While I hesitate to
declare that idea to be absolutely and always true, I
do recommend it to you in the coming weeks.
Given the fact that you have recently been
expanding possibilities and cultivating
breakthroughs, I’d love to see you keep on pushing
forward until you climax your momentum. To boost
your courage, try to think of a crazy cry of
exhilaration you might exclaim as you make your
leaps, like “YAHOO!” or ‘HELL YES!” or HERE I
COME!”

HOMEWORK: WHAT’S THE BEST CHANGE YOU’VE

EXPERIENCED SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE

PANDEMIC? FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM a

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob
Brezsny’s expanded weekly audio

horoscopes and daily text message
horoscopes. The audio horoscopes are also

available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or
(900) 950-7700.

  FREEWILL ASTROLOGY | Horoscopes by Rob Brezsny

THURSDAY JULY 16

And My Axe (Mini Fig!)
Occupying your time is complicated right now. Maybe new hobbies include gardening, baking, staring out a
window in hopes the love of your life walks by, eating anything and everything you can find or unsuccessfully
learning guitar for the third time. Why not add the addictively fun hobby of painting a miniature fantasy figure to
that list? Take & Paint (Orcs) is happening at Slice and Dice Pizzeria on July 16 from 5pm to 8pm. This all-ages
event gives you an orc miniature (yes, I know the headline references a dwarf, but work with us here) to take home
and paint, so why not grab a whole pizza to accompany the soon-to-be enthralling task of painting your mini?
Included will be a link to a video so you can follow along and make the most of the experience. For more
information, call Slice and Dice Pizzeria at (505) 361-2058. Lok’tar Ogar! SLICE AND DICE PIZZERIA 5720 MCMAHON BLVD

NW STE B, 5 TO 8PM alibi.com/v/774v. (Dan Pennington) a

Where People Aren’t
A new installation by artist Nicola Lopez, Haunted, opens this week at the Albuquerque Museum, sort of. The
large-scale exhibit of collaged, printed and hand-drawn elements that fills the main wall in the entryway to the
museum ironically examines the Southwestern landscape haunted by the inescapable presence of humans. On
display until at least May 2021, Haunted will hopefully greet visitors soon and assuredly will have a virtual
component available on the museum’s website in the coming weeks. ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY 2000

MOUNTAIN RD NW, alibi.com/v/774z. (Clarke Condé) a

FRIDAY JULY 17

Virtue Sigiling
For anyone who has ever watched the addictively bad TV show “Lucifer,” the catchphrase “What do you most
desire?” is the thing we’ve all wished an excessively handsome man would whisper at us. Now, it’s time to make
those desires come true. It’s time to learn Sigil Magic with Resonant Essentials Events, happening online on
July 17, from 6pm to 8pm. For a recommended donation of $25, all the basic secrets will be laid bare. For more
information, call 505-250-4311. Soon, manifesting your desires through Chaos Magic will be so simple, you’ll be
doing it in your sleep. *Editor’s note: Do not cast Chaos Magic in your sleep. 6 TO 8PM alibi.com/v/774w. (Dan

Pennington) a

TUESDAY JULY 21

Shop Do Wop
Writing skills a little rusty? That makes both of us. Thankfully, with all the newfound free time you have, now is the
perfect chance to get some improvement on them. That’s why it’d be best to check out the Free Online Writing
Workshop by Low Writing at El Chante: Free Community Writing Workshop happening on July 21 from 6pm to
8pm at El Chante: Casa de Cultura. This free, all-ages event is the perfect chance to brush up on all the skills
that make your writing special and unique. This event is perfect for all writing styles and levels of skill, so don’t be
ashamed or afraid to bring your project to work on. For more information, find El Chante on Facebook. EL CHANTE:
CASA DE CULTURA 804 PARK AVE SW, 6 TO 8PM alibi.com/v/774x. (Dan Pennington) a
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FILM | IDIOT BOX by Devin D. O’Leary

G
iven the amount of spiritual ennui
and physical stress overtaking so
many of us during this era of

quarantines, layoffs and nationwide coin
shortages, it’s no real surprise to find that
Americans are craving simple, mind-
numbing escapist fare when it comes to
their entertainment choices. Among the TV
shows seeing a real resurgence these days
are slapstick-silly game show competitions
along the lines of “Wipeout,” “Holey
Moley,” “Ultimate Tag” and “Ellen’s Game
of Games.” Netflix, no longer one to let an
entertainment trend started by someone
else pass it by, has jumped firmly onto that
bandwagon with its new hit “Floor Is Lava.”

The show is a messy, pratfall-heavy
obstacle course competition that plays to
both coronavirus-weary viewers looking for
an escape from reality and the generations
of nostalgic Americans who were raised on
Nickelodeon-style game shows like “Super
Sloppy Double Dare” and “Legends of the
Hidden Temple.” Taking its name and
general theme from the traditional “kids
stuck in the living room on a rainy day”
game, the show challenges contestants to
cross a room without touching the floor. But
since this is a TV show in 2020, it’s amped
up with plenty of hyperactive CG graphics
and an over-the-top set that constitutes the
sole reason for the show’s appeal. 

In each episode three teams of ordinary
(but generally fit) folks (schoolteachers,
Little League dads, youth pastors, etc.) are
sent into the “deadly” lava-filled rooms of a
bizarro, Pee-Wee Herman-esque mansion.
(Actually, they’re all the same TV studio with
the props swapped out, but we’ll let that
slide.) There’s the Basement, the Bedroom,

the Kitchen, the Planetarium and others.
But they all have a few things in common.
The floor consists of a pool of sticky,
bubbling orange slop. And there are only
scattered islands of “furniture” on which to
stand. Contestants get one point for every
member of their three-person team who
makes it to the far side of the room without
falling into the “lava” and “dying.” Ties are
settled by the fastest time. 

“American Ninja Warrior” this ain’t.
Contestants inelegantly hop, flop and drop
their way across the treacherous rooms,
ending up in the drink more often than not.
Producers have slipped in a small amount of
“escape room” intrigue, just to up the ante a
little. Certain props within the rooms can be
moved, knocked over or otherwise
manipulated to create a safer path to the
exit. But the “puzzles” hardly require much
in the way of brain work. The primary

TUESDAY 21

“Street Food: Latin America” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Eh, Netflix comes up with another,
generic, just-like-cable-TV docuseries. This one’s
about food. Latin American food. 

WEDNESDAY 22

“Love on the Spectrum” (Netflix streaming
anytime) Eh, Netflix comes up with another,
generic, just-like-cable-TV docuseries. This one’s
about dating. Dating people with autism.

“Signs” (Netflix streaming anytime) Netflix heads
to Poland to dig up its latest psychological
murder mystery thriller. Seems that a fresh
murder in a small mountain town bears a striking
resemblance to a decades-old cold case, forcing a
new police commander to break the town’s
silence. 

“Happily Ever Altered” (Lifetime 8:03pm)
Couples who are about to undergo “major
physical transformations” (losing 150 pounds, for
example) are separated before their
“transformational surgery” and only reunited at
the wedding. Sure, it sounds psychologically
unhealthy—but at least it’s emotionally
manipulative as well. a

THIS 

WEEK IN SLOTH
Jenna Maroney (Jane Krakowski), Kenneth Parcell
(Jack McBrayer) and more return for a one-time
event celebrating “the stories and talent featured in
NBCUniversal’s 2020 to ’21 television season.” So,
less of a sitcom and more of a snarky sneak preview
of NBC’s upcoming fall season. … Eh, we’ll take
anything at this point.

FRIDAY 17

“Cursed” (Netflix streaming anytime) The
“illustrated novel” of the same name by Frank
Miller and Tom Wheeler gets adapted into a live-
action fantasy adventure. It’s basically the
umpteenth retelling of the King Arthur legend. A
young lady (Katherine Langford from “13 Reasons
Why”) teams up with a mercenary named Arthur
(Devon Terrell, who played young Barack Obama in
the biopic Barry) to deliver a magic sword to some
dude named Merlin.

“Cake My Day” (Nickelodeon 5:30pm) “Cakemaker
to the stars” Amirah Kassem creates a unique cake
and throws a surprise birthday party for one lucky
kid each week.

SATURDAY 18

“My Cat From Hell: Worst Cat-astrophies” (Animal
Planet 8:01pm) Well, you can start with that title.

THURSDAY 16
“The House of Ho” (HBO Max streaming anytime)

Did you like Crazy Rich Asians? Do you watch
“Shahs of Sunset”? If yes to both, HBO Max would
like to interest you in a docu-reality series (or
“docusoap,” if you prefer) that follows the
members of an annoying, rich ethnic family
(Vietnamese, in this case) as they do annoying rich
people stuff.

“The Secrets She Keeps” (Sundance Now
streaming anytime) Sundance’s streaming service
imports this Australian psychological thriller about
two women from very different backgrounds, both
of whom are keeping some explosive secrets. It’s
based on the book by Michael Robotham.

“Killer Camp” (KWBQ-19 7pm) The CW’s new
reality show competition takes its inspiration from
the Friday the 13th movies, sending a bunch of folks
to a “summer camp” in the woods where, instead
of being voted off the island, losing contestants are
“murdered” by a masked killer.

“30 Rock: A One-Time Special” (KOB-4 7pm)
Beloved characters from the original series
including Liz Lemon (Tina Fey), Jack Donaghy
(Alec Baldwin), Tracy Jordan (Tracy Morgan),

A Mild Burning Sensation
“Floor Is Lava” on Netflix

STREAM TIME
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Netflix
Adding July 16: Fatal Affair, Pride
and Prejudice (2005)
Adding July 17: Funan
Adding July 18: The Notebook
Adding July 19: The Last Dance
Adding July 20: Ip Man 4: The
Finale
Adding July 22: Spotlight
Leaving July 18: A Most Violent
Year, Laggies, Life After Beth,
Obvious Child, Room, Tusk
Leaving July 22: Bolt, Inglourious
Basterds

Amazon Prime Video
Adding July 19: Marianne &
Leonard: Words of Love

Disney+
Adding July 17: Diary of a Wimpy
Kid: The Long Haul

Hulu
Adding July 19: Marianne &
Leonard: Words of Love
Adding July 20: The Assistant
Adding July 21: The Last Full
Measure
Adding July 22: Bolt a

SUNDAY 19

Mile High Escorts (Lifetime 6pm) Not to be
confused with last month’s Deadly Mile High Club,
this made-for-TV cheese fest relates the totally
realistic tale of a young woman working for a
private airline who learns the owner’s sordid secret
following the death of a co-worker.

“The Alienist: Angel of Darkness” (TNT 7pm)
Caleb Carr’s smash hit novel got turned into a
TNT ‘limited series” in 2018. Now the sequel gets
similar treatment. Daniel Brühl, Luke Evans and
Dakota Fanning return as the crimesolving trio
hunting down killers and kidnappers in late-1800s
New York City. 

“12 oz. Mouse” (Cartoon Network 1:30am) Matt
Maielarro brain-hurtingly absurdist cartoon
returns for a surprise third season after 14 years
off the air. 

MONDAY 20

“Die Hart” (Quibi streaming anytime) Kevin Hart
stars as a fictionalized version of himself in Quibi’s
latest “quick bite” sitcom. Seems that Ha rt is tired
of being the comedic sidekick and wants to land a
role in Hollywood’s newest blockbuster action film.
So he hires an aging action star (John Travolta) to
teach him the ropes.

entertainment value, unsurprisingly, comes
from watching people smash their faces into
a slop-covered Easter Island head or go
skidding, ass over teakettle, off a slippery
steamer trunk only to disappear under a
lake of orange slime.

In the end one of the teams gets $10,000
and a cheap lava lamp trophy.

No one would mistake “Floor Is Lava” for
educational television. Host Rutledge Wood
(an actor, writer and well-known auto racing
analyst, evidently) tries to keep the energy
up by providing color commentary on the
contestants’ various trevails. (“That’s a four-
foot jump” and “That’s a five-foot jump”
being the most common observations.) He’s
no John Henson (whose snarky play-by-play
made “Wipeout” such a guilty pleasure). But
he gets the job done with a minimum of
annoyance. (Richard Karn? “Family Feud”?
I’m looking at you guys.) The contestants,

meanwhile, shout generic encouraging bon
mots at one another. It’s not the kind of
show that gets you all emotionally invested.
But three or four episodes in, on an
otherwise lazy Saturday afternoon, don’t be
too surprised to hear yourself screaming,
“Jump already!” to a mother of two as she
hesitates over the final, sinking step to the
exit. After all, there’s a $30 lava lamp waiting
on the other side. a

Season 1 of “Floor Is Lava” (10 episodes) is

available now for streaming on Netflix.

NETFLIX
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T
his summer, on top of
everything else, America is
grappling with its racist past and

present in a way that at least seems
different. From the removal of public
monuments that honored horrific
people, to the reconsideration of how
policing is done, our national
discussion has taken on a more serious
and immediate tone. The
conversation is both public and
personal.

Carolyn Meyer is an 85-year-old
white woman that has grappled with
racism herself; her own. Her one-
woman show is about growing up in
small-town America, how racism
permeated everything and how she
changed her own mind. It is a
personal story about a deep-rooted
national problem. Weekly Alibi sat
down with Meyer to talk about her
own evolution in thinking about race,
her one-woman show and what’s next.
The following is an edited version of
that conversation.

Weekly Alibi: You’ve written 60 books
for teenagers, primarily historical
fiction, and in your 80s you took up
standup comedy. What’s the difference
between speaking through some
historical figure in print and telling your
own story in person?
Carolyn Meyer: When I’m writing
about a historical person, I’m
encouraged and inspired by the events
of their lives. I do try to imagine
myself into that person and how that
must’ve felt hundreds of years ago or
whenever it was. It’s been extremely
freeing for me just to deal with the
events of my own life and have fun
with it.

Your one-woman show, The Old White
Lady Tells It, was on stage, but will
soon be streaming. In it you talk about
how you began questioning your own
racist upbringing. Was that a slow,
intellectual process or was it
revelatory?
Experiential. I didn’t philosophize my
way through it growing up in
essentially a racist family, which was
pretty common for that time. I grew
up in central Pennsylvania, just very
politically and socially conservative,
going to minstrel shows with my
parents and seeing nothing strange
about that. They got me a puppy
when I was a little kid, a black Cocker
spaniel, and we named it Sambo,
which horrifies me now, but at the
time that was a perfectly ordinary
thing to do.

Unmaking a Racist
Carolyn Meyer one-woman show

 ARTS | ARTS INTERVIEW by Clarke Condé

In a small town in Pennsylvania [we
would have] black entertainers come
to town: Todd Duncan, I remember. I
don’t know that that would be a
familiar name to anyone else, but he
came and gave a concert in the high
school, which is where all the concerts
were. [I remember] being very moved
by him and his performance. Looking
back on it now, I think where did he
stay that night? There’s no place he
could have stayed in Lewistown,
Pennsylvania. You had to go onto
Harrisburg or Philly or something.
How did he deal with that? Then, I
went off to college, a white liberal arts
college. There were no negros there.
You get older and start thinking back
on how all that occurred. 

Was it a process of trial and error, like,
this just doesn’t make sense?
At the time it made sense. On
reflection it was like, what was that
about? There would be this time lag. I
really wouldn’t examine it until the
’60s, with the civil rights movement,
then I’d start looking back at how
things had been for me during the

forties and fifties. Wait a minute.
What’s going on here?

Can American society slowly reason its
way out of our racist culture, or do we
need an event of some kind to change
the way we see and treat each other?
Look what’s happened since George
Floyd. Something really crystallized. I
don’t think this is going to fade, and I
hope that it focuses positively, but I’m
afraid there’s going to be a lot of
negativity along the way. That’s going
to be met with resistance on both
sides. Pushing and resistance.

You have transitioned from a life of
writing professionally to standup
comedy of all things, but who knows
when the next time you’re going to be
able to be in a room with other people.
So, what’s next?

I’m going to scratch my head over
that one, too. I’m trying to pivot. I’m
developing a number of short pieces
that I can perform as monologues and
get them out as an audio book.
Simultaneously, get all those essays
together as an ebook and see how that
works.

Personal stories? Is that something that
you’ve done throughout your life or is it
now time to reflect?
I collected all this stuff. I’m a big fan
of David Sedaris. He’s very funny and
very philosophical. A great storyteller.
He has this big wacky family that he
can draw on. I’m an only child, but I
can draw on that. 

Tell me a little bit more about the show
and how it’s adapted to streaming.
Luckily, we had it taped, I think in the
second performance. There had been
some talk about filming it over again
without an audience, but I react to an
audience. I really need it. Put me in
front of an audience. I always thought
I was an introvert, but putting me in
front of an audience and something
happens.

You’re not a trained performer.
Exactly.

You’re also not a historian, but you’ve
got a unique perspective on the story
arc of pivotal events in history from
your writing. How do you think the
various storylines from the global
pandemic to the culture wars end?
I have no idea. I’m watching it all play
out along with everybody else. This is
a fascinating time in history if we
survive it.

Your books have been primarily
historical fiction centered around
challenges of historical figures. Do you
have any advice for young people living
through this time?
Pay attention. Observe it. Live it.

What do you know at 85 that would
have been helpful to know at 15?
Probably that I’d still be alive 70 years
later.

The lesson is take care of your teeth?
Oh my God, you really can’t depend
on anything, except yourself and your
own resources.

Do you think you’ll reach a point in your
life where you’ve said everything you
want to say?
Oh, hell no, I’m just getting started. a

The Old White Lady Tells It streams

July 25 and 26. See forumabq.com for

times and tickets.

CLARKE CONDÉ
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It’s fair to say that Downtown
Albuquerque hasn’t been looking all
that great over the last few years.

Businesses were struggling. People
experiencing homelessness were
struggling. There always seemed to be an
endless flow of trash on the street
despite all kinds of efforts. Then came
the pandemic that shuttered much of the
businesses. Followed by protests that
were followed by window smashers. The
next morning more particle boards went
up over windows and doors all along
Central. Downtown was looking the
worst it ever had.

Enter Victoria Van Dame and Jessica
Anderson from OT Circus. They
connected artists with business to create “a
community project to revitalize Downtown
while promoting peace.” The result has
been the transformation of Downtown
into a public gallery of fresh, local work,

Paint for Peace 505
The only downtown in America 

that looks like this

rendering Albuquerque into a city unlike
any other in America.

While there are many individual
standout works, it is the totality of the
project that is the most impressive.
Organizers have put together a walking
show this Friday to bring together the
community to not only connect the artists
with patrons, but to create a positive
conversation about the future of
Downtown and the role of the arts. At a
time when both Downtown and artists
have suffered so much, Painting for Peace
is a step in the right direction. a

 ARTS | ARTS MAGNIFIED by Clarke Condé

Paint for Peace Opening
Walk down Central Avenue,

between First and Eighth
Friday, July 17, 6-10pm
$2 donation requested

CLARKE CONDÉ

CLARKE CONDÉ
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 #LetUsSurvive
New Mexico Restaurant Association campaign leaves bad taste in mouth

With indoor dining closed again, I
feel the need to speak up again.
I’ve been no stranger to speaking

about my time in the service industry.
National chains to local dives, I’ve worked
front and back of the house multiple
times, with varying degrees of uniforms,
including a stint in full kilt, much to the
chagrin of my fellow employees. (Call me
Mama cow, cause I got a couple of
beautiful calves I wanna show off.) There
are so many positives and negatives to the
industry, ones that basically feel like a
constant gamble. Is it going to be busy
tonight? Awesome, I made money. Oops,
got scheduled Monday through Thursday
midday shifts this week, time to buy
ramen so I can hopefully make rent. 

It took the mass closure of many
restaurants for America to see exactly what
essential role they play in our lives and
our economy. Turns out closing most of
them isn’t a good thing, financially
speaking. Servers had one benefit with the
closure over other businesses closing.
While many Americans lost health
insurance along with their jobs, service
industry folks mostly didn’t. Now, to be
fair, it’s because most never had access to
it through work, where they were paid on
average $5.50 an hour, plus tips. When
you had a good day, it wasn’t a problem.
But when you had a slow day? Well, the
idea of paying for insurance on the hope
it would always be busy became a pipe
dream for many. 

I keep talking about gambling for a
reason. All service industry folks, minus
managerial staff, typically are not offered
health insurance. Through strategic
scheduling, most are kept under the
legally mandated 30 hours per week to
keep them considered part-time. As part-
time employees, they are no longer
required to be offered health insurance as
part of their benefits package while
working in the restaurant industry. This
isn’t all restaurants, but it certainly
comprises a vast majority of them. All of
this is to point out that the current
#LetUsServe campaign on Facebook
seems to be missing some important facts
from the employee side. What are those
facts? So glad you asked! 

The #LetUsServe campaign, being
hosted by the New Mexican Restaurant
Association, is a digital peaceful protest
(though how it could be non-peaceful
online besides rude comments is beyond
me) wherein restaurant employees within
the state hold up signs, asking Governor
Lujan Grisham to pretty please reopen
indoor dining for restaurants. I will be the
first to admit they have a point, to a point.
Many of the restaurants I have picked up
food from since the restrictions lifted have
been doing a good job of spreading out
tables, offering better outdoor options

and following better safety guidelines to
help prevent the spread. That being said,
as we continue to learn about coronavirus
and how it spreads, while facing a new rise
in cases nationally, indoor dining is
unfortunately a high-risk factor for
spread. 

I get that this isn’t fair. I get that this
hurts, especially after the time and
energy that went into preparing to
reopen for public dining. We went in-
depth about it two weeks ago in my
column, “Service Industry Faces More
Challenges During the Pandemic.” You
might even be one of those poor,
unfortunate souls who believes that even
if you catch it, it’s not a big deal. (Hint:
The long term side-effects are still being
studied and don’t look great right now.)
Unfortunately, that doesn’t count for
much. The issue at hand is, while you are
perfectly capable of making choices for
yourself, you don’t have the agency to
make them for others. By going to dine
inside, your servers are the ones at risk. I
ask you kindly, would you willingly want
to put yourself at risk for a highly
infectious disease for $5.50 an hour with
no health insurance, having to wear a
mask for upwards of 8 hours a day on
your feet, so that someone can eat frozen
fish and chips? No sane human being
would say “yes” to that, yet many of the
folks within the service industry aren’t
given the choice. It’s either lose your
unemployment benefits (where they are
making dramatically more money) or
suck it up. 

An informal survey I conducted among
different restaurant workers from all levels

FOOD | FOOD FOR THOUGHT by Dan Pennington

of fancy-ness, from coffee shops to high-
end dining, came up unanimous: We don’t
feel safe. I don’t blame them. The
prospect of being intubated because Wing
Wednesday got too wild feels, honestly, so
exhausting. Every guest who sits down
indoors puts patrons and staff at risk. This
is a nearly invisible disease, taking weeks
to show symptoms. Carriers can be out
there, blissfully unaware as they clutch
their craft beers, gently helping spread. 

We owe servers. For every time we
asked for ranch in the middle of a rush,
for every time we spilled a drink that they
had to hastily handle, for every time we
left a pile of aggressively smashed potato
product from a child all over the floor,
they stood and beared it with a smile.
They brushed it off, in hopes that you
would help them make a living wage when
the meal was done. Regardless of how
busy they were, your meal was perfect
from start to finish within as much control
as they could exert on the situation. The
service industry has withstood so much, is
it fair to pile on risk of infection to
COVID-19 on top of that? 

I could sit here and give you a list of
restaurants who are calling for a
reopening (and a few even pledging to
defy the governor’s orders), but that
doesn’t solve the problem. Plus, you can
very easily find them under the hashtag or
on the NMRA Facebook page. I get it.
This is a scary time, and many people’s
livelihoods are at risk. For restaurant
owners, a restaurant is their heart and
soul and sweat and tears, and they want it
to survive this. It’s not fair they have to
close, and it’s not fair that some

restaurants with extensive patios have an
edge on the market. Unfortunately,
coronavirus doesn’t give a flip. There are
so many suffering from this, and if we
could, we would solve it in a week and get
back on with life. There are currently so
many sacrifices we have to make to get
through this, but human lives shouldn’t be
one of them. Our cases here in New
Mexico are low, some of the lowest in the
country. We need to keep them that way.
Our Governor is doing what she believes
best for the safety of New Mexico, and we
must comply. 

I know I sound like a broken record,
but if you have the means to, please keep
ordering take-out. I love the restaurant
community of this city, and I want them
all to survive, even the places I think suck.
We can do this. We have been doing this.
Unfortunately, we still need to keep doing
this. Things are going to be hard, but I
cannot genuinely say I would feel happy
with a reopening if I knew, as a server told
me, “I did not feel safe at work, whether
in the more diligent setting or not.” 

One closing thought: On June 29 the
city voted against requiring businesses to
provide mandatory sick leave and hazard
pay for anyone deemed an essential
employee. This includes restaurant
workers, who would then be able to stay
home if they tested positive for COVID-19
without worrying about losing their job.
The New Mexico Restaurant Association
aggressively pushed a campaign to stop
both of these measures from being
enacted. Makes you wonder what the
organization is actually worried about—
people or profits.  a

Masks indoors. You don’t have to love them, but you do have
to wear them. 

Takeout will still remain an option, allowing people to continue support. 
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The Dill Paloma
A true Margarita alternative

Detective Dill Paloma was just

settling in for another scorcher

in the Duke City when there was a

knock on his office door. In walked

trouble. It was the kind he’d seen

before. It was the kind found at the

bottom of a tequila bottle. Dill was

ready for it. He reached for a lime

and a can of Fresca.
Dill Paloma is a name that works

best for a hard-boiled gumshoe from
a Noir novel, but it also serves as the
term for a warm-weather cocktail,
perfect for when the temperatures hit
100 degrees. A traditional Paloma is
composed of blanco tequila, lime and
grapefruit soda.     In this variation, I cut
back on the soda in favor of fresh-
squeezed grapefruit and add dill. The
grapefruit juice gives the cocktail a

bitter bite that complements both the
tequila and the lime. Really, the dill is
just there to look pretty.

2 oz. blanco tequila

1 oz. fresh lime juice

3 oz. fresh grapefruit juice

1 can of Fresca or Jarritos

1 sprig of dill

Ice

Salt

Salt the rim, squeeze the juice,
pour over ice, top off a tall glass with
Fresca and toss in a sprig of dill. It’s a
great alternative to the overplayed
Margarita for the tequila-drinker with
a story to tell on a hot summer day in
Albuquerque. There are eight million
cocktails in the Duke City. This has
been one of them. a

FOOD | COCKTAILS by Clarke Condé

The Dill Paloma has a great name and a bitter bite. CLARKE CONDÉ

900 Park Avenue SW

505-242-4144

downtown’s

only 

wood oven

pizza
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bill would have established “military-style
boot camp prisons” that could serve as an
alternative sentencing option for drug
offenders.

I’d guess that if Biden had gotten his
way 30 years ago, we’d be living in a very
different America right now, and probably
wouldn’t even be having this discussion.
We can all dream, Joe.

Officials Call for Pot
Banking Protections
A bipartisan coalition of state treasurers—
including New Mexico’s Tim Eichenberg—
are calling upon lawmakers to include
protections for cannabis banking in the
next COVID-19 relief bill.

In a letter released last week, the group,
headed by Oregon State Treasurer Tobias

Read, wrote that the pandemic has
highlighted the need for

comprehensive legislation that
allows banks and credit unions

to legally do business with
cannabis companies.

“This provision would not
only address new safety issues

created by the COVID-19
crisis,” the treasurers wrote, “but

also those caused by the existing conflict
between federal and state cannabis
laws.” They went on to say that, “The
28,000 cannabis-related legitimate
businesses and their 243,700 employees,

who already faced significant burdens
before the pandemic, are now confronting
dangerous new obstacles … To keep
workers, patients and consumers safe, it is
essential that we reduce the use of cash by
creating access to financial services for
these state-licensed businesses.”

FDA Update on CBD
Labeling
The federal Food and Drug
Administration submitted a report to
Congress last week that found many CBD
products sold over-the-counter across the
country have been mislabeled.

According to the report, numerous
inconsistencies were found between listed
cannabinoid concentrations and what was
actually in the products. The report also
found negligible evidence that dangerous
metals and minerals had been added to
the products.

“FDA believes that understanding the
characteristics of marketed CBD products
is critical to making informed decisions
about how best to protect public health in
the current marketplace,” the report
states. a

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS by Joshua Lee

As November approaches the
possibility of watching Joe Biden
steal the throne from Donald Trump

seems more and more distant. Kanye West
just insinuated to Forbes that he doesn’t
care if his announcement to run for
president wrecks the democratic vote and
ensures a Trump victory. “I’m not denying
it,” he told reporters. “I just told you. To
say that the Black vote is Democratic is a
form of racism and white supremacy.”

Even more damaging was the recent
spectacle of the so-called “unity task
forces” made up of panelists chosen by
both Biden and Sen. Bernie Sanders—
meant to build bridges between
progressives and establishment
Democrats—to provide Biden with
recommendations on policy. The whole
debacle ended with some sore throats,
sorer egos and a 110-page report.

Among a number of contentious
points (like Biden’s repeated
support of qualified immunity for
police officers) was the argument
over legalizing adult possession
and consumption of cannabis.
Sanders’ team reportedly advised
Biden to support the legalization of
marijuana. But the team went another
way.

Instead of legalization, the task
force recommended decriminalizing
and rescheduling cannabis along with
expunging criminal convictions for the
drug. The report also encouraged the
adoption of “drug courts” in place of
criminal courts and said that substance
abuse disorders are diseases, not crimes.

The task force also recommended that
medical cannabis be legalized nationally
while leaving recreational laws up to
individual states—a fairly centrist
proposal.

Many might find this to be a great
improvement on current federal
regulations regarding marijuana, but the
truth is it just highlights Biden’s
fundamental disdain for cannabis users.
How so? Because for the first time in
America, the one thing that the entire
voting spectrum can agree on is cannabis
legalization. If Biden really wanted to win,
he’d jump at the chance to support the
one issue that would even bring him some
Libertarian and Republican votes.

So why wouldn’t he? Is he so dead set
against legalization that he just can’t bring
himself to bite the bullet? You’d expect
him to be desperate for anything that
would give him a leg up, considering how
the Democratic vote has become so
fractured in recent years. Also: Kanye.

But the bumbling oaf absolutely hates
weed—always has. He only started
bending slightly on the subject in recent
months—probably after one of his
campaign advisors whispered in his ear
that potheads are often one-issue voters.

After all, this is the man who
introduced the Comprehensive Narcotics
Control Act of 1986, which called for
“more effective criminal penalties” for
drug offenders—right smack dab in the
middle of the crack epidemic, which, as we
all remember, imprisoned countless
people of color. It would also have given
the Department of Justice the authority to
seize assets from suspected drug offenders
and given the Department of Defense
funding to militarize the Drug War.

Biden also introduced the National
Drug Control Strategy Act in 1990, which
included highly suspicious language when
considered alongside the “drug courts”
mentioned in the more recent report. The

Giving Away the Election
Biden forgets that Dems love cannabis
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Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING
DIABETIC TEST 

STRIPS FOR $CASH$
& FREE PICK-UP!
Highest CASH Prices
Paid In NM For Your
Diabetic Test Strips
And FREE Pick-UP!
Help Others(Those
Without Insurance) &
Make Money Too!
Call: 505-203-6806

Place your ad: alibi.com/ads 

classifieds@alibi.com 

(505) 346-0660 ext 248

Real Estate
Apartments

NEWLY
RENOVATED
NEWLY
RENOVATED,
furnished studios.
Laundry Onsite.

Cable & Utilities
INCLUDED. Call
now: 505-226-6932

LOW RATES!
BRAND NEW Fully
Furnished Studio

Apartments – no
credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

LOW RATES!
BRAND NEW Fully

Furnished Studio
Apartments – no
credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

Body & Soul
Alternative
Medicine

MEDICAL
CANNABIS
Independent Nurse
Practitioner medical
cannabis evaluations.
505 710-7430

Licensed
Massage

PLACIDITY
MASSAGE OPEN
Placidity Massage
Now Open
Albuquerque-
massagetherapy.co

Classified

m 6200 Montgomery
NE 5053393992
Regular 60 per hour,
Now 50 Ask about
our hot stone
therapy LMT:8209

Employment
CAREGIVERS
NEEDED
Silver Lining
Services, LLC
Albuquerque Satellite
Office 3250 Coors
Blvd NW Suite D

Accepting
applications for A
Personal Care
Services Caregiver in
Albuquerque and
surrounding area.
Qualified candidates

must be genuinely
interested in helping
people who are
elderly or who have
disabilities of any
kind. Complete an
application at 3250

Coors Blvd NW Suite
D. Silver Lining
Services, LLC is an
equal employment
opportunity
employer. 



JULY 16-22, 2020 WEEKLY ALIBI [19]

CROSSWORD | “DOUBLE NEGATIVES” IT’S ONE WAY TO DOUBLE UP | by Matt Jones

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE AT ALIBI.COM

Across

1 Maker of Musk cologne and perfume

6 1990 World Series MVP Jose

10 Ruler of Iran, once

14 "Legend of a Cowgirl" singer Coppola

15 No longer a fan of

16 Sagacious

17 Subject of library censorship

19 Like many vaccines

20 Before, to Byron

21 ___ terrier (Toto's breed)

22 Fantasy sports option

23 Bandleader known as "The King of Swing"

25 Orchard measures

28 Basis of the game Ticket to Ride, for short

29 "Dawn" author Wiesel

30 Awards show hosts

34 Twaddle

37 In fine order

40 Multi-vol. reference set

41 Lets pass

42 Fridge problem

43 Life story

44 Basil and pine nut topping

45 Cheap bowlful, maybe

52 "Magpie and the Dandelion" band The ___

Brothers

53 Prepare for baking, as challah dough

54 "The Racer's Edge"

57 Coin-shaped Hanukkah candy

58 Pet owner's alternative to kibble

60 Kathryn of "Law & Order: Criminal Intent"

61 One way to run

62 Actress Dreyfuss of "Dear Evan Hansen"

63 Yelp rating unit

64 Past the due date

65 Canadian ballplayers, once

Down
1 Agree (with)
2 Epps of "House M.D."
3 Barn attachment
4 "Barbara ___" (Beach Boys hit)
5 Family tree members
6 Batman's sidekick
7 Soap that floats, per old slogans
8 "The Masked Singer" panelist Ken
9 1978-82 sitcom planet
10 Suit in a tarot deck
11 U.S. Grant's original first name
12 Carne ___ fries
13 "Hobbs & Shaw" actress Mirren
18 Rather prominent on the internet these days
22 Many a museum marble
23 Served as
24 108-year-old cookies that thankfully have a 
bunch of varieties to keep things fresh
25 Prefix with plane or dynamics
26 You're reading it
27 What a tangelo is tangled up in?
30 ___ a high note
31 "2001" studio
32 CBS show with many spinoffs
33 911 responder
34 High degrees
35 Enormously
36 One who believes that one hand makes light
work?
38 "___ Mad At Cha" (Tupac Shakur song)
39 Little piggies, perhaps
43 Recovering
44 Hawk
45 Goes ballistic
46 Deflect
47 Peach ___ (Escoffier creation)
48 Appointer of Justice Kagan
49 "Ready ___, here I come!"
50 Thanks, to J¸rgen
51 "Where's the ___?"
54 Stock option?
55 Lawnmower brand that means "bull" in Spanish
56 BlackBerries and Palm Pilots, e.g.
58 Schenkel who designed many Zappa album
covers
59 Not-entirely-secure method of sending 
documents

TOON PAGE | @thethingimexcitedabout

2020 Matt Jones
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