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A Conversation with Jimmy Santiago Baca
The joy of cruising in the New Mexico sun

Jimmy Santiago Baca lived in one of
the toughest prisons alongside men
that our society deems the worst of the
worst. He has partied with movie
moguls, taught at Yale, rubbed elbows

with literary snobs, and he still walks the
dusty New Mexico streets with us looking
for green chile. He is a storyteller who has
strung words together through poetry,
prose, books, essays and a screenplay to
form award-winning, and moving,
journeys for us to follow.

New Mexico Blood
Santiago Baca is of Chicano and Apache
lineage. He was thrust into instability the
minute he was born in Santa Fe, New
Mexico in 1952. Abandoned by his
parents, he lived with his grandmother in
the Estancia Valley until she took him to
an orphanage. He ran away at 13 years old
and took to the South Valley street life.
Just as his adulthood dawned, he ended
up in an Florence, Arizona prison for six
years on drug-related charges. While
navigating the harsh prison existence,
including solitary confinement, he learned
to control his temper and taught himself
to read and write. His prison poetry
became his fists; and when he was
released, he harnessed the tools, got
published by Mother Jones, and the rest is
his unique history. 

Sixty Years On
Santiago Baca lives in Albuquerque with
his wife and two teenagers. He has two
older children as well. He has written 31
books of poems, essays and stories. He
wrote the popular 1993 screenplay for the
movie Blood In Blood Out aka Bound By
Honor. He has mellowed with age, but he
is still as passionate as he was when he was
a younger man. He is committed to prison
outreach through poetry, writing and
education. He has created educational
programs for school classrooms and leads
writing workshops and retreats,
encouraging writers of all levels to unleash
their creative processes. His awards
include the American Book Award, a
Pushcart Prize, the Hispanic Heritage
Award for Literature, the Cornelius P.
Turner Award and the 2019 XII Encuentro
de Escritores Award, along with many
other national and international awards.

His latest book, Laughing in the Light,
was published earlier this year by Museum
of New Mexico Press.

Weekly Alibi: Tell us about your
new collections of essays,
Laughing in the Light. It follows
Working in the Dark and is being
widely acclaimed. And reviewers
see a bit more reflective Santiago
Baca. Would you agree?

Jimmy Santiago Baca: I had fun writing
it—it was a reprieve from the novel I had
just finished and turned in to a publisher.
LITL was an opening of the valves, a
literary cleaning of the rusty pipes in my
brain. I splurged insults against the
illiterate thumb-sucking, orange-haired
clown squatting in our DC OFFICE, railed
against white supremacists and skinheads,
scolded white liberals for gentrification
while assuming Samaritan veneers,
volley’d criminal condemnations against
ICE for their NAZI practices, and at the
end of a writing session, I rose from my
desk with the biggest smile you ever saw. I
discovered that when you write with no
purpose other than truth-telling, it can be
exhilarating and enthrall the spirit with
reasons why you ever started writing—such
a practice, where you point out certain
obvious truths others have been silent
about because it might hurt their careers
or get them fired, infuses the spirit with a

fluttering of light radiance that makes it
difficult not to love.  

Your book A Place To Stand is
weathering the test of time. What is
it about your rhythmic telling of
your life story that keeps
resonating with new generations? It
is not the experience of going to
prison, because the fans of your
writings cross all ages, religions
and socio-cultural-economic
boundaries?
That’s a very good question. It’s a wonder,
considering how it reaches so many and
how it’s generated global responses from
people suffering severe trauma the prison
industry imposes on innocent people. It’s
really a crime—the prison industry and
the criminal justice system are so corrupt I
struggle for a word to describe its rotten-
to-the-core sickness. I suppose my book A
Place To Stand has touched on something,
something—an experience so horrid many

never survive it. My book answers their
suffering with embraces rather than
accusations. The people are the victims
and the system is the monster. And my
book is an indictment against the
education system too, seeing how I
educated myself without their help or
interference. 

The PBS-aired documentary film A
Place to Stand also has student
workbooks and a curriculum,
Feeding the Roots of Self
Expression, available for teachers.
Tell us about this side of you, and
why New Mexico teachers should
include this in their discussion with
students?
Sadly, the books we choose for our
students puts them to sleep at best and
alienates them at worst, making them
never want to be part of the schooling as
we practice it today. Teachers are at the

CLARKE CONDÉ
 

Baca, while masked, still finds time to laugh in the sunlight. 
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mercy of those councils and administrators
who continue to choose books that never
challenge our students. Oftentimes those
at the top of our education system,
especially here in New Mexico, are so
cozied up to book distributors, they’ll
savage and sacrifice the student’s welfare
and future rather than risk their comfort
zone and ballooning paychecks. New
Mexico pretty much has been at the
bottom of every other State in the Union
when it comes to education—we’re really
lousy, instead of fixing it, they hide behind
closed doors and pretend nothing is
wrong. It’s a shame. Those at the top
should be fired, coddled miscreants,
nepotists and cronyists—kicked out on
their expensive trousers and skirts, they’ve
done nothing to enhance and better our
education here, just make it worse and
worse every year. By the way, the APTS
documentary was aired nationwide and
viewed by millions, a great reception,
which indicates Americans want solutions
to our educational crises; also thanks must
go to PBS and the wonderful director and
producer, Gabe Baca and Daniel Glick.

Let’s talk poetry. You have many
rhythmic poem collections. Martín
and Meditations on the South
Valley is one of my favorites
because of my family’s Hispanic
South Valley roots. I know those
people. Lately, my favorite is What
is Broken is What God Blesses, and
not because of any religious
beliefs, but because of the stark
hope it inspires for those broken.
What is one of your own favorite
poems? And did you hear poetry
rambling around in your head as a
child dealing with all the craziness?
As an orphan, I was a pinto bean that
grew in a patch of watermelons—in other
words, different, you might call me nutty.
Being so, I suppose I’m a sucker for all
poetry, every new trek into a poem is for
me an unrivaled adventure into the
cosmos of my own spirit and that makes
it special. The practice, not the final
end, is what dazzles me. Playing with
words is the art of merging with light,
visiting new planets. After all these
years, all 33 books of mine are still in
print, and that is due to people like your
readers finding something that touches
them with love and gives them hope. We
need it badly today.

Prison work is a passion of yours.
You go into facilities, meet with
the prisoners on their level,
coaxing them to use pencils over
fists. Do they send you writings?
What do you have upcoming in
your prison outreach work, and
how can citizens help?
I carry a heavy correspondence with
inmates across the country, many of them
in high security lock-down status, which
again, is criminal to treat these young
men and women so cruelly. Our work
continues on various levels. We have
several programs now where we are
working with inmates on the verge of

release, we’re helping to write stories that
will clarify their thinking on their future.
We have the literacy program, the book
give-away program, the internship and
mentoring program—many more. If you
would like to help with a small donation,
go to my website jimmysantiagobaca.com
and hit the donate button. We’re broke,
we’re poor, but we keep on trucking, if we
have to hitchhike to our location we do, if
we have to steal books to give away to kids
and adults who need, we do, if we have to
let our utility bills go past, then we work
in the dark. Nothing will stop us from
helping people that I once was. 

You have four kids, two in their
30s, and two in their teens. How
has your unique journey and
powerful, raw writings shaped their
lives?

They think I’m a nut and they’re probably
right. Plainly speaking, without the
guidance and love and humor of my family,
I’d been on the worm menu long ago.

When you look out at the current

political landscape that young

brown males in particular have to

deal with, what words of advice do

you have?

Gather into a support group, stop the drugs
and violence, help each other and push,
shove, hurl, throw, do anything you can to
get our kids into school and graduated. We
need doctors, activists, we need peace-
makers, we’ve had enough of following the
white racist version of screwing each other
over to get ahead, time to offer a hand and
time to accept each other as equal people.

Get involved in helping to fight against
ICE. Get involved. Contact us, we’ll help.
Get involved. Get involved. Get involved,
stop sitting there and watching Netflix until
you’re blue-brained—get up, get out, get
involved. 

If you wrote a short poem of advice

to your 13-year-old self what would

it say?

That you’re enough, that you can stop
trying to please others, that the greatest
enemy that’ll harm you the worst is not
white vigilantism, racism, we can deal with
that kind subhuman madness, no, the
worst is to believe that hard drugs can help
you. Stay clean, educate yourself, reach out
to others waiting in the flanks ready to
help you, accept people by their heart’s
intentions and behavior, believe in
yourself, learn to accept being happy and
break the chain of misery.  

On a tastier note, what is your

favorite comfort food?

Huevos rancheros, two eggs over-easy,
lathered in green chile, homemade
tortillas, bacon and hash browns and hot
coffee—give me this, and I’ll scale Mount
Everest in a day. 

What are your next book or movie

projects?

Have a new novel coming out in a few
months, American Orphan. Working on
Blood In/Blood Out 2, also a few other
stories I’ve been wanting to write for 30
years, which I think I’ll actually get done
this year. 

Is there a question would you like

to be asked, that no one has asked?

No, no questions, just a statement to those
out there enduring this epidemic—stay cool,
take the time to read a good book, realize
our time is limited on this earth and do the
best we can with what we have—that means
getting to the voting booth or mail in your
vote and ridding this beautiful country of
the traitor in office. It means take walks,
hike, bicycle, start a journal, learn to play
piano, help teachers in any way you can, be
kind to Chicanos. Given half a chance, you’ll
find we are the most beautiful and kindest
people on the earth. a

Tearjerker Disclaimer: 
My oldest son, James Ryan, and I shared

Santiago Baca’s book A Place to Stand while
James Ryan was finishing up his prison
sentence for substance abuse-related
charges. I listened to it, he read it. We

laughed, cried, we argued, and much of it was
and is, for me, a pai   nful yet oddly beautiful
book. Santiago Baca has childhood roots in

the Estancia Valley, as did James Ryan.
Santiago Baca dove into the drug underworld

and also served prison time. Yet through
words, he found his ground. James Ryan

never found his place to stand as he died of
an overdose 80 days after being released

from that prison sentence.

Laughing in the Light is available now. CLARKE CONDÉ
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EDITORIAL | TOWN SQUARE by Nickolaus Hayes

If you are a member of a New Mexico-

based social, political, charity, educational

or arts organization that would like to write

an editorial/opinion piece on a specific

topic relevant to local readers, please

contact editorial@alibi.com.

Please use the subject line: 

Town Square.

Global Drug Use Rising, How Does This Impact the U.S.?
Preventing substance use begins with education and early intervention

I
n a report released by the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes,
in 2018 around 269 million people

used drugs worldwide. When compared to
2009, this was a 30 percent increase, and
over 35 million people suffer from drug
use disorders. Stateside the global
pandemic and closed borders have led to
shortages of drugs on the street, increased
prices and reduced purity. The full effects
of the pandemic on the drug market are
not yet fully known, but it has caused
ripples within the United States. Many
states have reported increases in opioid-
related deaths, the sale of alcoholic
beverages skyrocketed in March, and more
people are seeking treatment for substance
use as restrictions are eased. 

Globally, the rising unemployment
caused by the pandemic has
disproportionately affected some of the
poorest regions on the planet. It has made
more people vulnerable to drug use and to
drug trafficking and cultivation to earn
money to survive. Within the United States,
the unemployment rate was 13.3 percent in
May 2020, which was a decline of 1.4
percent from April, per the Bureau of
Labor Statistics. The world drug problem
and the issues within the United States
have a significant impact on vulnerable
and marginalized groups, youth, women
and the poor. Due to COVID-19, people
struggling with addiction have resorted to
seeking out more readily available
substances. The opioid shortages have
resulted in drug users consuming more
alcohol, benzodiazepines, or mixing with
synthetic drugs. 

Substance use treatment providers
within the United States may see more
harmful patterns of use, such as users
switching to intravenous drug use and
using more frequently. During the
economic crisis of 2008, many
governments reduced drug-related

budgets. However, the drug control budget
has significantly increased since then and
may continue to rise as more people
become addicted to drugs and alcohol
nationally. During the fiscal year of 2018,
the combined federal drug control budget
was $27.57 billion, which was an increase
from $23.8 billion in 2013. Approximately
39 percent of the budget was spent on
treatment, and 33 percent was spent on
domestic law enforcement, while only 5
percent was spent on prevention. 

Per the United Nations report, cannabis
is still the most widely used substance
worldwide, with an estimated 192 million
people using the drug. Opioids continue
to remain the most harmful drug, and the
total number of opioid-related deaths
increased by 71 percent globally. Among
women who used opioids, the number of
deaths increased by 92 percent, while men
saw a 63 percent increase in deaths
globally. Between 2000 and 2018, drug use
increased rapidly within developing
countries. Young adults and adolescents

continue to account for the most
significant proportion of drug users.
Unfortunately, young people continue to
be the most vulnerable, especially within
the United States. 

Per the National Survey on Drug Use
and Health, one-third of Americans aged
12 or older perceived considerable risk of
harm from weekly marijuana use.
Approximately two out of three people
recognized high risk from daily binge
drinking. Also, four out of five people
perceived a significant risk of harm from
the weekly use of cocaine or heroin. In
2018 approximately 20.3 million people

aged 12 or older had a substance use
disorder related to alcohol or illicit drugs.
Overall, per the World Drug Report,
poverty, limited education, and social
marginalization remain significant factors
increasing the risk of substance use. 

The problems associated with addiction
are worldwide, and massive economies
such as the United States feel the impact
of these issues. However, only a small
percentage of people receive help. In 2018
approximately 3.7 million people aged 12
or older received any substance use
treatment in the past year, which
represents 1.4 percent of the population.
These rates were similar in 2015 through
2017. Many of the issues within the United
States regarding treatment revolve around
being able to access treatment. Health
insurance only covers so much, private
programs are expensive, and free or low-
cost treatment has restrictions and waiting
lists. However, despite this, much is being
done at the state level to improve access
and get more treatment options for people
in need. 

Preventing substance use begins with
education and early intervention and or
prevention at a young age. Yet, the
numbers continue to climb, which means
more must be done. Many Americans
coming out of this pandemic will need
assistance, along with those in recovery
and anyone struggling with addiction.
There could be a potential surge of people
needing help, and substance use treatment
providers should be prepared to adapt to
the increased need.  

Nickolaus Hayes is a healthcare professional
in the field of substance abuse and addiction
recovery. He utilizes his experience in his
writing to provide an expert viewpoint. His
primary focus is spreading awareness by
educating individuals on the topics surrounding
substance abuse. He is a featured author of the
healthcare website addicted.org. a
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Dateline: United Kingdom
A pub owner in England has installed an
electric fence to encourage social
distancing. According to BBC News, the
landlord of the Star Inn in the village of
St. Just, England—Jonny McFadden—has
installed an electric fence at the pub with
an attached sign that reads, “Warning
Electric Fence.” McFadden said he made
the move to ensure that his customers
practice social distancing. “If I had put a
little bit of rope there I don’t think
anybody would have taken this much
attention as they have to an electric
fence,” McFadden told reporters. “I run a
very small bar. Everybody is accustomed to
sitting at the bar, pushing at the bar. They
can’t do that now. Things have changed.”
When asked if the fence was connected to
a power source, the pub owner remained
evasive. “Come and find out,” he said.
“There is a fear factor and it works.” He
said the fence has been working well since
its installation because “people are like
sheep. … They know it is a fence and
don’t want to touch it to find out whether
it is on or not.” He told reporters that the
only complaint he’s received about the
fence came from his insurance broker. “He
was a bit worried, but then that is what he
is there for,” McFadden said. “He rang a
nephew of mine and said, ‘I hope he is not
electrocuting people.’ Well come and find
out if I am.”

Dateline: United Kingdom
Earlier this month British citizens were

warned that seagulls “drunk” on flying ant

acid could pose a danger to people.

Huffpost reports that unusually warm

weather conditions have led to a larger

“Flying Ant Day” than usual. The yearly

swarming event marks the mass

emergence of flying ants into the air. The

insect gatherings are so large that they

register on radar and can be seen from

space. Scientists say that seagulls are

attracted to these swarms because the ants

produce an acid that causes psychotropic

effects in the birds. Eating the insects

reportedly causes the gulls to appear

drunk and lose their inhibitions. Tony

Whitehead, of the Royal Society for the

Protection of Birds, told reporters that the

seagulls cannot resist the ants. “The gulls

are mad for them,” he said. “There has

been a massive emergence of the ants over

the last three days, and they are like little

treats for the gulls. They are like M&Ms to

them. They go to wherever they are.”

While under the influence of the insect

acid, the birds have been known to fly into

buildings and collide with moving vehicles,

leaving many dead along the roadway.

Dateline: United States
Teens are posing as mask-wearing elderly

women to purchase alcohol illegally. New

York Post reports that teens have been

posting videos to various social media

platforms—particularly on TikTok—that

depict them dressing in a variety of

elaborate costumes that are meant to trick

clerks into believing that they are much

older. One TikTok video with over 1.5

million views depicts a young girl using

makeup to create the illusion that she has

wrinkles. The made-up girl can then be

seen leaving a store while using a walker

and brandishing a bottle of pink liquid.

The poster said the “prank” took place in

California. One video with over two

million views shows a young girl wearing a

gray wig, glasses and an elderly person

Halloween mask. The girl is then shown

shopping at a gas station in her disguise.

The video then shows the teen dancing

with her friends and displaying cans of

Four Loko that she’d successfully

purchased. Another video with two million

views shows a teen wearing a headscarf

and costume jewelry walking into a wine

store then dancing on the side of the road

while holding two wine bottles.

Datel  ine: Georgia
Earlier this month a dead cat received its

voter registration card through the mail.

According to FOX 5 in Atlanta, Ga., Ron

Tims checked his mail and found an

envelope mysteriously addressed to Cody

Tims. It struck Tims as odd, because Cody

is a cat. It also seemed strange, because

Cody reportedly died 12 years ago. The

cat’s ashes have been stored in a green

container owned by the family. “There’s a

huge push [to get voters to the polls], but

if they’re trying to register cats, I’m not

sure who else they’re trying to register,”

said Carol Tims. I’m not sure if they’re

trying to register dogs, mice, snakes.” The

Georgia Secretary of State’s Office said

they hadn’t sent the application and that

third party groups use mailing lists to get

names and addresses. “Third-party groups

all over the country are targeting Georgia

to help register qualified individuals,” the

agency said in a statement. “This group

makes you wonder what these out-of-town

activists are really doing. Make no mistake

about it, this office is dedicated to

investigating all types of fraud.” Cats are

not allowed to vote in Georgia. a
Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird

news to josh@alibi.com.
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In November 2019 voters gave a
mandate to the City of Albuquerque to
address homelessness with a 24/7 Gateway
Center. At a recent COVID-19 press
conference, Mayor Tim Keller said the city
is continuing to work on the concept of the
Gateway Center, or possibly more than one
center. He said the city has created a
working group, made up of city councilors,
county commissioners and representatives
from UNM Hospital, to come up with a
plan for the Gateway Center. Also being
looked at, as part of services offered by the
Gateway Center, is providing assistance to
help find individuals permanent affordable
housing.

“There’s limited resources in
Albuquerque, and in New Mexico as a
whole, being such a poor state. People really
struggle with the vicious cycle of poverty. We
often get really desperate callers.” Tibble
said all of the helpline staff are trained in
emotional support and crisis intervention.
The helpline also offers referrals for
transitional housing, permanent supportive
housing, childcare, employment services,
health care, eviction prevention, meals and
motel vouchers.

Helpline callers are also a reflection of
New Mexico’s unemployment rate of 9.0
percent in June 2020. “We’ve definitely
been getting an increase of people wanting
to get connected into employment services.
They are trying to find a new job so they can
maintain the apartment that they’re living
in.” Tibble said many callers have been on
waiting lists for housing vouchers for a long
time. Albuquerque Housing Authority only
awards about 1000 housing vouchers every
year. This, she said, “is not enough to cover
the demand.”

Housing remains the number one
concern for the under- and unemployed,
and its absence can cause a chain reaction of
problems. “Most of our callers are seeking
some sort of shelter system. Whether that is
finding a bed, or they are looking to get
more affordable and permanent housing.”
Tibble said many callers have been unable
to access their stimulus checks because they
do not have a permanent address. “I have a
lot of our callers who are homeless, and
those checks would have been able to secure
a home for them.”

Agora Crisis Center operates the
helpline through a grant from The
Department of Family and Community
Services. The Helpline is funded by a grant
from The Department of Family and
Community Services. Tipple said she hopes
that they can continue this Helpline,
because they’ve had a really successful
launch pilot year despite COVID. “We really
feel as though we’re making a difference in
Albuquerque and in the community, and we
hope that the city will budget us in for the
next fiscal year.”

The Albuquerque Homeless Assistance
Helpline is 505-768-4357 (HELP). They are
available Monday through Friday from 8am
to 8pm. Saturdays and Sundays from 10am
to 6pm.
www.cabq.gov/family/services/homeless-
servicesa

[6] WEEKLY ALIBI JULY 23-29, 2020

Curb for a Pillow, Street for a Bed
Pandemic exacerbates homeless problem in New Mexico

COMMUNITY NEWS | by    Gwynne Unruh

Long term shelter, at an affordable
cost, is getting harder and harder to
come by in Albuquerque. From 2013

to 2019, street homelessness nearly
quadrupled in the city from 144 to 567
people. Pre-COVID-19, households in
Albuquerque with low incomes were already
struggling to find affordable housing. If
they did find a roof to cover their heads,
rent could consume over half of their
income.

The main causes of homelessness are
unemployment, poverty, lack of needed
services for mental illness and substance
abuse. In 2017 nearly one in five New
Mexicans (19.7 percent, or about 401,755
persons) lived below the poverty level. With
COVID-19 business closures, the number of
low-income renters in New Mexico is on the
rise, and affordable rental units are quickly
disappearing.

From 2018 to 2019, New Mexico had the
nation’s largest percentage increase in
homelessness, according to the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development Report. The state also saw
chronic homelessness increase by 57.6
percent, the highest in the nation. A recent
needs assessment report for the city by the
Urban Institute estimated that Albuquerque
needs an additional 15,500 affordable rental
units for households with extremely low
incomes. The report recommended the city
preserve existing affordable units, produce
more units, expand rental assistance and
renter protections and work to improve
service systems for the homeless.

This lack of affordable housing is
feeding homelessness, and in the middle
of a pandemic, this creates an even bigger
problem. Alex Tibble, program
coordinator for the City of Albuquerque’s
Homeless Assistance Line (HAL), said,
“We have experienced an increase in our
call volume. Where we were averaging 100
calls, that has increased to about 130
calls.” Tibble said many callers to the
helpline are people who are either about
to experience homelessness, or concerned
community members seeking a place for
someone they are trying to connect into
community resources.
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A man stands off the freeway, hoping for
kindness from a stranger.
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On June 29, the First Judicial District
Court in Santa Fe denied a motion
from the state to dismiss the

Yazzie/Martinez v. the State of New Mexico
case, a groundbreaking education reform
lawsuit that found the state guilty of
violating the Education Clause, Equal
Protection Clause and Due Process Clause
of the New Mexico Constitution. 

When the plaintiff, Wilhelmina Yazzie,
first filed the lawsuit in 2014, she argued
that the state had not fulfilled its duty to
equally provide each public school student
with a college- and career-ready education.
Specific, traditionally underserved, student
groups were identified, including Native
American students, Hispanic students,
students with disabilities, English language
learners and low-income students.

In July of 2018, the court ruled in
Yazzie’s favor, and ordered the state to take
immediate action to address these
inequities.

Governor Michelle Lujan-Grisham
made a motion to dismiss the case in June
of this year on the grounds that the state
had met all the requirements of the court’s
mandate. The court denied the motion,
saying that there was not sufficient proof
of immediate action the state had taken to
address the inequalities in the lawsuit, nor
of changed outcomes resulting from those
actions.

Another motion, filed by the plaintiff
Yazzie, sought to impose more
requirements on the state. This motion
was also denied. 

Last Wednesday, July 15, the NM
Legislative Education Study Committee
met via Zoom to discuss the Public
Education Department’s goals around the
Yazzie/Martinez case. Ryan Stewart, New
Mexico’s secretary of education, gave a
presentation to the committee on the
initial steps the PED is taking.

“The New Mexico Constitution
recognizes a balance between the
executive, legislative and judicial branches
of government. It is important to preserve
this balance. … PED filed the motion to
dismiss in recognition of the
constitutionally distinct roles between the
branches of government as it concerns the
education of our most at-risk students,”
Stewart told the committee regarding the
department’s reasons for trying to dismiss
the case.

The next steps Stewart highlighted
included investment in key programs such
as bilingual literacy curricula, establishing
equity councils to assess and advance
compliance efforts for the groups
impacted, and strengthening cross-agency
communications. 

“The state clearly needs the oversight
from the court to transform our education
system. There’s three branches [of
government] for a reason. But we continue
to miss the mark,” said Dr. Patricia
Jiménez-Latham, project manager at
Transform Education New Mexico, who
also presented recommendations to the
committee. She made clear t  hat the PED

COMMUNITY NEWS   |     by Robin Babb

needs to develop a comprehensive plan to
meet the court’s mandate. 

In her presentation Jiménez-Latham
offered many concrete recommendations
and resources from her organization and
from the Tribal Education Alliance to help
the PED create such a plan. Her next steps
included overhauling the PED budgeting
process to begin with an assessment of
student needs rather than with the status
quo. She also recommended raising
teacher pay and raising more revenue for
the department with new tax policies.

“The lawsuit at this point represents a
moral imperative to undo decades of
institutional racism in New Mexico,” said
Jiménez-Latham, who worked as a teacher
in New Mexico for 17 years. “The people
in our partner organizations have been
working on this for decades. The state has
made incremental progress, especially
before COVID-19. Now the pandemic has
exacerbated these opportunity gaps,
especially in rural and tribal parts of New
Mexico that don’t have access to internet
or technology. If you think about the cuts
from last year’s legislative session—
teachers are still underpaid. We’re still
facing a teacher shortage. Because of that,
too many students’ constitutional rights to
a sufficient education have been violated.”

As the Public Education Department
once again faces underfunding, as well as
the unprecedented challenge of navigating
the COVID-19 pandemic in the upcoming
school year, a 4 percent salary increase for
teachers was cut from the operating
budget during this month’s legislative
special session. 

Although funding from the CARES Act
will help schools with things like buying PPE
for teachers, providing technology for
students to safely take classes from home is
not covered by the federal disaster relief fund. 

In June New Mexico once again ranked
last in the country in child well-being
according to the Annie E. Casey
Foundation’s annual report. a

Education Reform Struggles
State fails to dismiss Yazzie/Martinez case, 

plans to meet court mandate

Transform Education New Mexico brought
plans to the NM Legislative Education Study
Committee.
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Changes may be coming to APD’s budget in the near future. CLARKE CONDÉ

T wo City Council committee meetings
last week brought up the subject of
police department budgets, a topic

receiving attention nationwide as protests
against police violence continue in many
cities. The Albuquerque Police Department’s
budget is now under review, with a state
investigation into the department’s use of
overtime hours raising questions about ethics
and accountability. At the same time, a
memorial bill from Councilor Brooke Bassan
supporting APD’s 2020 budget
appropriations was met with criticism (and
an amendment).

On Tuesday, July 14 the City Council
Committee of the Whole met to discuss the
Albuquerque Police Department’s budget
from fiscal year 2020. Teams from both the
City Council and APD presented budget
data to the committee.

For fiscal year 2020, APD’s proposed
budget was $205,348,000, or 32 percent of
the city’s entire budget. The police
department receives an additional $4
million from operating grants (such as the
federally-funded Operation Relentless
Pursuit grant) and $670,000 from the Law
Enforcement Protection Fund. 

The most noticeable budget incongruity
relates to APD’s use of overtime. Overtime
spending for fiscal year 2020 was
$17,116,241—about $7 million over what
was budgeted, despite the fact that more
was appropriated for overtime this year
than in any year in APD’s records. And it
seems that going several million dollars
over budget for overtime is something of a
trend. According to data assembled by city
council staff from APD records, the
department went about $8 million over
budget for overtime in 2019, and about $7
million in 2018.

The police department’s use of
overtime has faced scrutiny since last year,
when state auditor Brian Colón began an
investigation into APD’s use of overtime
after receiving multiple complaints. Last
Wednesday, July 15th, Colón asked the
Attorney General’s Office to aid in the
investigation by assigning special agents to
work with his office. Weekly Alibi will be
following this investigation and reporting
as we find out more.

Long-standing vacancies in the
department were also discussed. The
majority of the vacant positions, and the
longest unfilled (some for over a year),
are for the Crisis Outreach and Support
Team (COAST), a program that
specializes in working with people who
are mentally ill or in crisis. 

Councilor Pat Davis asked the APD

 NEWS | COMMUNITY NEWS by Robin Babb

City Council Reviews Police Budget
APD receives scrutiny amid overtime investigation, public comment

representatives on the Zoom call, “Is it
APD’s position that they don’t intend to
hire these positions? Or, when do they
intend to hire them?”

One representative of APD on the
Zoom call indicated that the department
was still trying to determine which area
commands these new employees would be
stationed in, while another said that filling
these positions was still a priority of the
department’s.

In a phone call, Councilor Lan Sena
addressed the possibility of moving the
COAST program away from the police
department and into the newly formed
Albuquerque Community Safety
department. “We’re talking a lot about
this new department,” said Sena. “For
example, the COAST program—if we’re
going to move it to this new department,
are we going to transition that funding to
the new department, too? As a councilor I
have the power of the purse, so I’m
definitely looking into it.”

Later in the week, on Thursday, July 16,
the Public Safety Committee met to discuss
new legislation and that new city public
department, Albuquerque Community
Safety (ACS), created by Mayor Keller in
mid-June to handle nonviolent 911 calls. 

Two bills were up for a vote. One, a
memorial bill from Councilor Bassan, was to
“express support for the Albuquerque Police
Department budget appropriations as stated
in the city’s FY20 budget priorities.” The
bill also reaffirms the City Council’s

commitment to hiring 100 new police
officers and “increasing funding available
for wage increases and other programs to
recruit and retain police officers” for 2021.

The bill was met with criticism from the
rest of the committee and the public
commenters. 

“It’s exactly the wrong time for this bill,”
said Councilor Isaac Benton, clarifying
that, while he supports the police
department, he would not support the bill.
Councilor Lan Sena added that, “It’s not
right to affirm one department’s budget
right now while not looking at another
department’s budget,” emphasizing that all
city departments are financially burdened
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Councilor Pat Davis proposed an
amendment to the bill, which specifically
struck out lines about hiring 100 new
officers in 2021 and affirming the right of
police officers to carry firearms, an
affirmation that Davis said was
“unnecessary.” 

The amendment passed unanimously.
The bill, as amended, was moved to the
next City Council meeting’s agenda, to
allow for input from the entire council. 

The subject of APD’s overall funding
and the recent protests around police
violence came up in other areas as well,
especially from the public commenters—all
of whom spoke in favor of reducing
funding for APD and focusing funding in
other areas to ensure public safety.

Paul Haidle, the executive director of the

New Mexico Criminal Defense Lawyers
Association, a member organization of
APD Forward, expressed concerns around
the Albuquerque Community Safety
department, saying that, not only were
constituents not consulted on the creation
of the department, but that this
department doesn’t directly address the
concerns of overpolicing. “We believe the
point of defunding the police is to reduce
the number and the presence of armed
officers, not to match the funding of
every other department up to the police
department levels.”

Robby Heckman, a representative from
La Mesa Presbyterian Church, also a
member of the APD Forward Coalition,
echoed previous calls to reallocate
funding from APD.

“I’m commenting today to urge the city
council to take bold action regarding your
evaluation and ultimate reallocation of
resources from the APD budget. I ask that
your decisions be grounded in human
dignity and informed by a commitment to
dismantle institutional racism. This is a time
to reimagine and redefine how we address
and resolve conflict relating to public safety
in our community and our larger society.”

Another bill, sponsored by Councilors
Sena and Davis, proposes prohibiting the
police department from participating in the
Pentagon’s “1033 program,” which allows
civilian police departments to obtain surplus
military equipment such as tanks and mine-
resistant vehicles. 

Davis said that this program was created
after 9/11 to help police departments
handle any terrorist threats, and that, after
the legislation was enacted, military
suppliers began making more equipment
specifically to meet the demands of the
program. But there is subtext as well, Davis
says. “As part of the 1033 program, you’re
required to use the equipment. Whether you
have a terrorist threat or not.”

Sena and Davis’ bill passed with a 3
to 2 vote. 

On a phone call, Councilor Sena added
that Representative Deb Haaland has just
introduced the PROTECT Act, which will
help cities dispose of the military equipment
they already have.

“I’m grateful to the community for being
engaged and holding us accountable,”
Councilor Sena said of the thousands of
emails her office has received regarding this
bill and APD’s funding. She urged
constituents to remain engaged and reach
out with input on the Albuquerque
Community Safety department at
ACS@cabq.gov.  a
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On Independence and Inequality
As unemployment supplement ends, many fear what’s next

Irecently celebrated a birthday. Growing
up, summer birthdays sucked. Your
friends always seemed to be out of town

on vacation, or maybe that’s just what they
told me to spare my feelings. The point is I
was born on July 14, which to many
Americans holds zero significance. But to
the French, it signifies a very important
event, Bastille Day. Bastille Day is kind of
like our 4th of July, in that it was tied very
closely to a fight for independence and is
currently looked at as a day to celebrate
freedom in their respective countries.
Albeit instead of signing a Declaration of
Independence, they stormed a prison to
raid it for weaponry and to free political
prisoners (of which there were seven) and
ignited the metaphorical and literal
powder kegs that set off the 10-year French
Revolution. Said revolution was all based
around wealth inequality between the
working class and the upper class, finally
realized into physical violence when the
former concluded they outnumbered the
latter by a somewhat dramatic amount. 

Fast forward to present day, and
Americans are staring down the barrel of
the last week where unemployment will be
supplemented by the government with a
modest extra $600 a week. Unemployment
in the country is at a dramatic all-time
high, and for many, this last week is nerve-
wracking. As far as anyone can tell, there
aren’t any solid plans to adjust or correct
this. When the money stops, it fully stops.
Here’s the issue: We’ve been given a single
check of $1,200 each, if we weren’t subject
to owing back taxes, child support or some
other form of debt collection that
prevented it. In New Mexico, that’s a bit of
money that can move. But it only moves so
far, and with no foreseeable rent/mortgage
freeze, the prospect of that being a
stimulus is all but gone. In theory most
New Mexicans had that money go straight
to a landlord who sent it straight to the
bank, and now it’s done and gone. So how
exactly are we going to get the economy
going again? 

Some may say that the unemployment
money would be the big push to help
reopen things, but there’s still uncertainty
about what will and won’t reopen. Within a
four-hour period on Monday, restaurants
in our state had dine-in given and taken
away again. We genuinely have no idea
what stage of this pandemic we’re in and
cannot feasibly guess when things will be
able to safely reopen. Furthermore,
businesses left and right are permanently
closing, and to expect anyone to start a
new venture anytime soon is a wild
concept. With all these jobs vanishing and

so few appearing in order to take their
place, we’re facing a long-term scope of
shortfalls when it comes to available
workers against available jobs. 

What do we do then? There isn’t a great
answer. This isn’t going to magically get
better when it’s done. I don’t mean to
sound like a doom and gloom naysayer, but
what follows is a dramatic long-term
downfall. Many have yelled that the
government should just reopen everything
and let the bodies lie where they fall. For
that we look to Sweden. While the rest of
the world followed more or less the same
guidelines (some better than others),
Sweden took a different route and chose
the option of aiming for herd immunity at
the cost of more lives, in hopes the
economy would handle it better.

Unfortunately, that is not what happened. 
The New York Times did a piece on how

things played out in Sweden, and the news
was not great. “Per million people, Sweden
has suffered 40 percent more deaths than
the United States, 12 times more than
Norway, seven times more than Finland
and six times more than Denmark,” Peter
S. Goodman writes. They had expected
their economy to grow by 1.3 percent, yet it
instead contracted by 4.5. The issue at
hand is, regardless of things being open,
people still were aware a virus was out there
and could potentially kill them. Their
shopping habits, like many of us, changed
accordingly. Sure, things were open and
people were still working, but all of a
sudden, going to a crowded bar seemed far
less appealing when your friends were

dropping dead around you. The
experiment showed that there was no safe
way to maintain your economy. Even now
the potential of getting reinfected and not
gaining an immunity is proving to be a
sticking point, showing that until an
effective vaccine is ready, we may truly have
to ride this out for the long haul. 

Where does that leave us? I don’t know.
Seriously. The amount of information that
comes out and shifts around on a day-to-
day basis is honestly dizzying and
exhausting. My hat goes off to Gov. Lujan
Grisham, who has done an amazing job so
far of keeping our state healthy. Using all
the information she has on hand, she has
allowed us to avoid a death toll that sits in
line with the rest of the country, while
keeping our economy somewhat stable. It’s
not perfect, but man am I thankful we
aren’t Texas or Arizona. 

Here’s where we’re at. Our government
needs to step up and ensure people have
some semblance of protection right now, or
we’re looking at another Great Depression.
We can’t expect everything to just kick in to
full again, so maybe another New Deal is in
line. If there aren’t jobs, we create them
through public works projects and updating
our cities. We create a new rail system to
encourage cheap, high speed travel across
the country. (Think Japanese bullet trains,
but American!) We find ways to get our
workers back into jobs that can help rebuild
the country so we don’t look so desolate
and rough around the edges. It’s been 100
years. Let’s do it one more time.

So why was Bastille Day such a marked
thought for me, besides the solo
celebration of another year trapped in this
hellscape? Well, that’s where trends begin
to factor in. You see, when Marie
Antoinette uttered, “Let them eat cake,”
the wealth gap was skewed. With roughly
75 percent of the country’s wealth owned
by 20 percent of the people, most were so
poor while others lived in prestige that
frustrations boiled over and 17,000 people
lost their heads to a guillotine. As of 2016
data showed in the US that 90 percent of
the country’s wealth was owned by the top
20 percent earners. I’m no mathematician,
but I can tell you that doesn’t look great for
anyone. In doing some reading, I found
that Vice did an article in 2012 about what
the death penalty costs tax payers and
explored cheaper alternatives to costly
lethal injections. Ironically, one of those
options was a guillotine. What was the cost
of materials and labor to make one? Just
around $1,200. Local craftsmen looking
for work, I hear there might be an
expanding need for these. Just saying.  a

 NEWS | OPINION by Dan Pennington

You gotta admit, they’re very pretty considering their simplicity. DADEROT
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    ARIES (March 21-April 19): “The creation of the
world did not take place once and for all time, but
takes place every day.” Aries playwright Samuel
Beckett made that observation, and now I’m passing
it on to you as you glide into an extra-creative phase
of your astrological cycle. I hope you will regard
Beckett’s idea as an open-ended encouragement to
improvise and experiment. May it rouse you to
brainstorm about novel possibilities. May it inspire
you to explore fresh trends you could launch. May it
mobilize you to imagine the new worlds you might
Big Bang into existence.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Author Diane
Ackerman tells us, “So often loneliness comes from
being out of touch with parts of oneself.” That’s the
kind of loneliness I worry you may be susceptible to
right now, Taurus. You’re a bit out of touch with
aspects of your psyche that are crucial for you to
include in your total sense of self. You’ve been
neglecting to nurture certain soulful qualities that
keep you healthy and wise. Please note: It won’t be
useful to try to find those parts of you in other
people; you will have to locate them in your own
depths. Here’s the good news: The coming weeks
will be an excellent time to do just that.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “Someone ought to do
it, but why should I?” Author and activist Annie
Besant identified that sentence as the motto of
people who are moral cowards: those who know
about an injustice but do nothing to address it. Very
few of us have completely avoided that behavior.
Most of us, including me, have now and then chosen
to serve our need for comfort instead of standing up
against corruption or unfairness. But I think it’s
more important than usual that you Geminis don’t
engage in such moral cowardice now. More depends
on your integrity and bravery than you realize.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Born in 1936,
Cancerian author and activist June Jordan was a
black feminist bisexual born to Jamaican immigrant
parents. When she was growing up, her father beat
her and her mother committed suicide. Later, she
raised her child alone as a single mother. Despite
the challenges she faced, she published 28 books,
won numerous awards, and wielded significant
influence. How did she do it? She was a highly
evolved Cancerian in the sense that she put a
priority on treating herself well. “I must undertake
to love myself and to respect myself as though my
very life depends upon self-love and self-respect,”
she testified. I’d like to make that your keynote for
the rest of 2020. Your task is to achieve June Jordan-
levels of self-care.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “How can I communicate to
wild bunnies that I am their ally?” asked a Twitter
blogger named Ghost Girl. That question is a good
place to start my oracle for you. In the coming
weeks, I think you’ll be wise to meditate on how to
enhance your relationship with all kinds of wild
things: animals, people, weather, landscapes, and
your own exotic thoughts and fantasies. In my
opinion, you will upgrade your intelligence and well-
being by increasing your access to influences that
don’t necessarily play by conventional rules and that
draw their energy from primal sources.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): It’s never too late to
have a rebellious adolescence—hopefully bigger and
better and smarter than any you’ve had before. And
according to my analysis, now would be a favorable
time to get started. Is there any stuffy authority
you’d be wise to flout? Any dumb and oppressive
conventions you would benefit from breaking? Any
stale old traditions you’re primed to ignore so you
can create some lively new traditions? In my
estimation, you will generate good fortune for
yourself if you try some benevolent mischief and
creative experiments.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your word of power for
the coming weeks is ubuntu, a Zulu term meaning “I
am because we are” or “the belief in a universal
bond of sharing that connects all humanity.” Nobel
Prize-winning theologian Archbishop Desmond Tutu
writes, “A person with ubuntu is open and available
to others, affirming of others, does not feel
threatened that others are able and good, for he or

she has a proper self-assurance that comes from
knowing that he or she belongs in a greater whole
and is diminished when others are humiliated or
diminished.” I hope that between now and August
25, Libra, you will put ubuntu at the center of
everything you do. Make it an intensely practical
practice.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “The size of your
dreams must always exceed your current capacity to
achieve them,” says Scorpio-born Liberian politician
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. “If your dreams do not scare
you, they are not big enough.” I trust you’ve arrived
at this realization on your own in the past few weeks.
And I hope you have audaciously expanded and
supercharged your dreams so that they do indeed
surpass your current ability to accomplish them. If
you have not yet done this daring work, please
attend to it now. If you have done it, move on to the
next step: making definite plans to acquire the
power and resources necessary to achieve your new,
improved dreams.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “The soul
should always stand ajar,” wrote Sagittarian poet
Emily Dickinson, “That if the heaven inquire, / He
will not be obliged to wait, / Or shy of troubling her.”
I’m confident that this will be a fertile meditation for
you in the coming weeks. So what does it mean? By
“heaven,” I assume Dickinson meant marvelous
interventions, sacred revelations, and lucky
accidents—and maybe also soulful invitations, out-
of-the-blue opportunities, and supernatural
breakthroughs. What do you think, Sagittarius?
What can you do to make your soul ajar for
phenomena like those?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): “Everything is
complicated,” wrote poet Wallace Stevens. “If that
were not so, life and poetry and everything else
would be a bore.” I agree! And therefore, I conclude,
you should shed any resentment you might feel for
the fact that our world is a crazy tangle of mystifying
and interesting stories. Drop any wish that life will
stop being so fascinatingly messy and confusingly
intriguing. Instead, why not celebrate the deep
riddles? And revel in the intriguing complexity? And
give holy thanks for the paradoxical beauty?
Everything I just said should prepare you well for
the next four weeks.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You’ll be extra
sensitive to stimuli in the coming weeks. Every little
event will touch you more intensely than usual.
Every perception will flow into you with an unusually
strong potential to move you and influence you.
That’s why I think you should be vigilantly self-
protective. Erect a psychic shield around yourself.
Make sure your boundaries are firm and clear.
Affirm your unshakable commitment to deflecting
vibes that aren’t of use to you and welcoming vibes
that will enhance your well-being.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Actress Gwyneth Paltrow
founded Goop, a company that markets exotic,
expensive health treatments. She claims that far-
infrared gemstone therapy and crystal-based sound-
healing baths will dissolve your negativity. Allowing
bees to sting your scars will supposedly cause the scars
to fade. Drinking “sex juice,” a blend of watermelon
and alkaline water, will enhance your libido. The
“collagen martini,” which is a mix of vodka,
vermouth, olive juice, and collagen peptides, will
smooth your skin’s wrinkles. I’m favorably disposed to
you taking strong actions to improve your well-being
in the coming weeks, Pisces, but I recommend that
you try cheaper, more reliable modalities than those
Paltrow recommends. Like what? Ample sleep and
good food, for starters, along with fun exercise, time
in nature, enjoyable meditation sessions, and tender
expressions of love.  a

HOMEWORK: ARE THERE ANY WAYS IN WHICH

YOU WOULD BENEFIT FROM BECOMING MORE

WELL-BALANCED? TESTIFY AT

FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM
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horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The audio horoscopes are

also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or (900) 950-7700.

  FREEWILL ASTROLOGY | Horoscopes by Rob Brezsny

THURSDAY JULY 23

Get It, All Star 

Yes, the new normal is drive-ins again, taking us back to the good ol’ days when you and your main squeeze could sneak
away for a mack sesh while pretending to watch a movie. Parked in the back of the lot with all the other young + dumb
individuals, movie night was always about the time spent together more than the film. Not anymore! Shrek at the Balloon
Fiesta Drive-In aims to ensure your eyes don’t leave the screen as this now 20-year-old film returns to screens Thursday, July
23 starting at 7pm. This all-ages film answers the age-old question of does an ogre really have a heart? Tickets are on sale
now, starting at $25 so you can bring your date and ignore them completely once the first notes of Smash Mouth begin lilting
off the screen and to your ears. Balloon Fiesta Park 9201 Balloon Museum Dr. NE, 7 to 9pm balloonfiestadrivein.com
(Dan Rayne Pennington)a

SATURDAY JULY 25

Screening Our Scene

Like so many events this year, the 4th Annual High Desert Screening returns in digital form. This homegrown film festival is a
celebration of New Mexico artists. Each year organizers host the event to showcase trailers, short films and music videos by
local storytellers. Due to the current pandemic, this year’s fest is screening online only. By purchasing a ticket ($10 all
access or $5 for a single item screening), attendees have the option of voting for their favorite finalists in the three
categories. The best part is you have an entire month to watch this year’s selections. High Desert Screening runs from noon
on July 25 to noon on August 25. Highdesertscreening.com (Devin D. O’Leary) a

MONDAY JULY 27

Local Film Showcase

New Mexico has been a creator hotspot when it comes to film. As one of the state’s largest industries (pre-COVID-19), the
local film scene has fostered a continual surge of talent, proving we have what it takes to compete with Hollywood. Now
there’s a way to honor that talent with the Spotlight on NM Filmmakers Showcase At Balloon Fiesta Drive-In. On Monday,
July 27 you’ll see a collection of shorts films made by local Reel New Mexican Filmmakers brought to you by Friends of New
Mexico Film, New Mexico Film & Television Hall of Fame and The Santa Fe Film Festival. The film showcase will begin at 7pm,
so be sure to show up and grab the best spot you can. For more information, you can email admin@abqdrive-in.com. Balloon
Fiesta Park 9201 Balloon Museum Dr. NE, 7pm bit.ly/39ooTik (Dan Rayne Pennington) a

ONGOING

See the Plants to Help the Animals 
    

While the global pandemic has been a mixed bag for animals worldwide—ranging from an increase in poaching on some
quite wildlife preserves to adventurous creatures expanding their range with fewer meddlesome humans around—zoos, and
the animals within, have struggled. Some zoo critters miss the human interaction, and some are enjoying the break, but the
people that have to come up with the money to feed and care for them are facing tough economic realities. All this is a way
to say that you can support the zoo animals by going to the Botanical Gardens. True, you won't see many animals (koi, ducks
and maybe a lizard), but the plants are incredible, and ticket sales benefit the entire ABQ BioPark. Plus, it is a safe, all-ages
and beautiful way to spend time away from home. The Botanical Gardens are open 9am to 5pm daily. Tickets are $10 for
New Mexico residents (with a variety of discounts) and are available by appointment only online at cabq.gov/biopark. Abq
BioPark Botanical Gardens 2601 Central Ave NW. cabq.gov/culturalservices/biopark/garden (Clarke Condé)a

COURTESY OF CABQ
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FILM | IDIOT BOX by Devin D. O’Leary

T he mythology of King Arthur and the
Knights of the Round Table is so
ingrained in Western culture that it

has served as the basis for countless stories
over countless generations. Reimagined,
recontextualized, recast and retold, the legend
has gone through an unimaginable number of
permutations—from Sir Thomas Mallory’s
L’Morte d’Arthur to Monty Python and the Holy
Grail, from George Romero’s motorcycle-
centric movie Knightriders to Mike W. Barr and
Brian Bolland’s futuristic comic book Camelot
3000. Now Netflix dips its toe in the sword-
and-sorcery-filled lake, adapting author
Thomas Wheeler and illustrator Frank Miller’s
heavily illuminated YA fantasy novel Cursed.
The result is something less than a
“reimagination” of the venerable myth and
something closer to a random fantasy series
with a handful of familiar character names.

Wheeler and Miller’s original book found
its new take on the Camelot story by
concentrating on the Lady of the Lake, an
enchantress known as Nimue, famous for
handing the magical sword Excalibur to
Arthur, enchanting Merlin and raising
Lancelot as a child (unless that was a different
Lady of the Lake—few of the traditional texts
agree with one another). Netflix’s gung-ho
series starts by introducing us to our young
Nimue (Australian Katherine Langford from
Netflix’s “13 Reasons Why”). She’s a sorceress-
in-training, a descendant of England’s ancient
fairy folk (or maybe she’s a half fairy. Or
something. The show doesn’t really go into
detail). When her tiny village is attacked by a
group of Crimson Paladins (a sect of fanatical
militant monks so dedicated to the cause
they’ve branded crosses into their skulls).
Seems the Paladins and their leader, Father
Carden (Peter Mullan, adding some class to
the proceedings), are trying to wipe out all

trace of the fae folk. (It’s what Jesus would
want, I guess.) While huts are burning and
various villagers are roasting on crosses,
Nimue’s dying mom hands off a certain
magical blade and tasks her daughter with
delivering it to the famed magician Merlin.

Before you can say “It’s adventure time!”
Nimue has hooked up with a brash young
mercenary named Arthur (where have I heard
that name before?) and is traversing ancient
England looking for what turns out to be a
drunken loser of a Merlin (Gustaf Skarsgard,
fresh off History Channel’s “Vikings” and
looking like he really needs a job that allows
him to shower for a change).

Those well versed in Arthurian lore will
spot bits and pieces of the traditional tale
poking out from the corners of “Cursed.” But
the overall effect is chaotic and disjointed.
There are so many characters to keep track of.

(Piff the Magic Dragon, Howie Mandel, Scott Wolf)
teach viewers how to pull off magic tricks at home.
Which is great if your friends aren’t watching.

TUESDAY 28
“Maxxx” (Hulu streaming anytime) O-T Fagbenle

(“The Handmaid’s Tale”) stars in this British
comedy about a former boy band star who tries to
make a musical comeback in an attempt to attract
the attention of his former supermodel girlfriend. 

Stockton On My Mind (HBO 8pm) At the tender age
of 26, on the same day Donald Trump was elected
in 2016, Michael Tubbs became the youngest
mayor of a major American city, taking over the
top political post in Stockton, California,
Filmmaker Marc Levin (One Nation Under Stress)
looks at how Tubbs has turned his beleaguered
hometown into a social policy incubator.

WEDNESDAY 29
The Speed Cubers (Netflix streaming anytime) Ever

wondered about the people behind the
international Rubik’s Cube speed-solving
championships? Me neither. But I bet it’s an oddly
fascinating story. a

THIS 
WEEK INSLOTH

FRIDAY 24

Radioactive (Amazon Prime streaming anytime)
Pioneering (and often overlooked) scientist Marie
Curie (Rosamund Pike) gets a bit of the spotlight in
this historical biopic about Curie’s role in the
discovery of radium. 

“Rogue Trip” (Disney+ streaming anytime) ABC
News correspondent Bob Woodruff and his son Mack
embark on an epic journey through Colombia, Papua
New Guinea, Ethiopia, Pakistan, Lebanon and
Ukraine in this family-oriented travel series.

“The Greatest #AtHome Videos” (KRQE-13 7pm)
Cedric the Entertainer hosts “America’s Funniest
Home Videos”—but, like, seriously at home. “Shot
under quarantine” at home. 

SATURDAY 25

“NBA Countdown Presented by Mountain Dew”
(KOAT-7 7pm) The professional basketball season is
getting underway … kinda … probably. ABC and
Mountain Dew celebrates with a look at what the
heck this year’s pandemic season might look like.

THURSDAY 23
“The Dog House” (HBO Max streaming anytime)

HBO Max snapped up streaming rights to this
feel-good British reality show hit about a rural
British dog rescue center that matches homeless
dogs with new owners.

The Larva Island Movie (Netflix streaming
anytime) Netflix’s “popular with preschoolers and
stoners” series about a couple of slug-like buddies
stranded on a tropical island (don’t ask me, I just
work here) get a feature film spin-off. There’s
plenty more slapstick strangeness in this
computer-animated sequel. 

“Lost Resort” (TBS 8pm) TBS’s newest reality show
appears to favor healing over conflict. Instead of
pitting nine strangers against one another for a
cash prize, producers send them to “an exotic
wellness retreat” in Costa Rica where they embark
on a voyage of self-discovery, experiencing
everything from” rage rituals and vulnerability
circles to orgasmic healing.” OK, then.

Arthur Who?
“Cursed” on Netflix

STREAM TIME
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Netflix
Coming July 24: Animal Crackers
(2017), Nasha Natasha, Nimbe: The
Movie, Romance Doll, The Kissing Booth 2
Leaving July 25: Dark Places, Ex
Machina, Mississippi Grind
Leaving July 26: Country Strong
Leaving July 28: Ant-Man and the
Wasp, Her
Leaving July 29: The Incredibles 2

Amazon Prime Video
Coming July 27: Good Deeds

Disney+
Coming July 24: Pirates of the
Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales

Hulu
Coming July 26: 2099: The Soldier
Protocol
Coming July 27: Good Deeds a

SUNDAY 26

Her Deadly Groom (Lifetime 6pm) Many years ago
the suburban characters in Lifetime Original
movies started out by getting stalked and
murdered by various deadly brides and psycho
grooms. Since then they’ve moved on to death at
the hands of wedding planners, nannies, PTA
presidents, high school cheerleaders, college
professors, pool cleaners, handymen, escorts,
mother-in-laws, father-in-laws, nurses, strippers
and yoga instructors. Now we’re back to
murderous fiancés. The circle of life is complete.

MONDAY 27
“Don’t Look Deeper” (Quibi streaming anytime) In

near-future California, a high school senior learns
a dark secret about herself that has her running for
her life. Don Cheadle and Emily Mortimer star in
this sci-fi mystery from writer-director-creator
Catherine Hardwicke (Lords of Dogtown, Twilight).

“Jamie: Keep Cooking and Carry On” (Hulu
anytime) British chef Jamie Oliver offers up
recipes for today’s stuck-at-home times.

“Penn & Teller: Try This At Home Too” (KWBQ-
19 8pm) The titular magicians and a few friends

Many disappear for hours on end, and few
seem to intersect. Plus, the show keeps
shoehorning in more of them with each
episode. There are curses and prophecies
and chosen ones to deal with. The YA roots
linger in the typical rebellious teen
characters and some tepid romance between
them. At one point some hunky Vikings
show up out of the blue. And there’s an awful
lot of blood for a property that was once
aimed at the teen/tween market. The
production employs some ink-wash-looking
animated interstitials, which look a bit like
Miller’s original illustrations and give the
project a bit of flavor—but mostly they cover
up for the fact that the writing is choppy and
disjointed, jumping character, place and
time with little rhythm. 

Langford is decent enough as our tough-
minded heroine, who seems more suited in
some ways to carry Excalibur than Arthur
(played, interestingly, by Devon Terrell, who
did young Obama in Netflix’s biopic Barry).
Unfortunately, the scripts don’t give the
characters enough development to make any
of them particularly interesting. There are
plenty of nods to modern-day sentiment
strung throughout the narrative—though it’s
never progressive enough to get where it really
wants to go. Obviously, by concentrating on
the female characters, so often relegated to
second banana positions in Arthurian legend,
“Cursed” is primed to be a feminist take on
historical fiction—but it ends up more
standard-issue Hunger Games/Insurgent/girl
gets to hold a weapon than anything
genuinely radical. There are prominent gay
characters and a magical sort of twist on
today’s immigrant crisis, which is cool. Plus,
this particular England is chockablock with
black people, Asians and other round-the-

world ethnicities. Representation matters now,
more than ever. But even with the fantasy
trappings, it’s a little hard to believe that 5th
century England was a veritable rainbow
nation of diversity. 

Not as egregiously off-the-mark as Guy
Ritchie’s rank, Ocean’s Eleven-esque take in
King Arthur: Legend of the Sword, Netflix’s
“Cursed” is an attractive but convoluted
attempt to thread the extremely wide needle
eye between “Hercules: The Legendary
Journeys” and “Game of Thrones.”
Unfortunately, though, the show confuses
“epic” with “extremely busy.” All the various
characters and plot threads kinda, sorta
crashes together at the end of the season in a
breathlessly action-packed denouement. But
even that fails to do much more than set up a
second season cliffhanger. a

Season 1 of “Cursed” is available now on

Netflix.

PROPERTY OF NETFLIX
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T here is nothing like a global
pandemic to keep musicians home
recording albums. Those making

electronic music may have it a bit easier
than those requiring a full band in these
times of social distancing, but Clark
Andrew Libbey found a workaround for
this problem on his new album Small
Town Famous by playing all the
instruments himself. It is the brilliance of
multi-track home recording that makes
all this possible, but it begins with a small
kernel of a song nurtured into an anthem
for just getting through the day. The
stories we tell ourselves can be medicinal. 

Weekly Alibi sat down with Libbey to talk
about the writing process, combating
depression and his new album. The
following is an edited version of that
conversation.

Weekly Alibi: Small Town Famous
is your fifth solo album. How much
of this was written before the
pandemic?
Clark Andrew Libbey: Five or six of the
songs. A couple of these songs were
written for the High Desert Playboys. A
couple of them were songs that I’d
written months ago for a rock band that
never existed. Then there were three or
four that I wrote for during the process
while I was recording. I would have loved
to record the ones that I do with the
High Desert Playboys with the guys. I’m
sure they would have sounded much
better, but we were all quarantined, so I
decided I wasn’t going to let an
opportunity, however grim, go to waste. 

You recorded at home and then
had Ken Riley of Rio Grande
Studios do the mix?
I was very lucky to talk to him about that
because he is an incredible engineer and
really made these songs jump. He did a
fantastic job.

Was this a nonstop weekend or
was this a little at a time?
This was over about five weeks. I did
every single part. I pretty much would
get up almost every day at six or seven in
the morning and start recording usually
by eight, then record till the afternoon. I
had a pretty bad breakup right before the
COVID, and I needed something to do. I
wasn’t going to be able to sit, do nothing
and think about the relationship that just
ended. So, this was therapy. I would often
record five or six hours during the day,
then go for a bike ride, have dinner and
then start recording again until two in
the morning. 

Most of the songs are along the
sad country continuum.
I think it’s about half and half.

There are some rockers in there.
I grew up with ’90s alternative rock and
punk rock, and that’s still a part of what I

write. I don’t really write in genre
anymore. I don’t think about it. I think
about melodies and stories. I feel like
those are the important things and that
the genres will fall into place. There are
definitely four or five country songs,
alt.country, Americana or whatever you
want to call it these days. 

Some say that sad country songs
make you feel better when you’re
sad. You do believe that?
I think there’s certainly something to be
said for the sad country song. Either it
being something you can relate to, or it’s
something where you can say, “Well, my
life isn’t so bad, because look at that
guy’s story. It’s terrible.”

At least you can think, “I still have
my dog.”
I’ve just been going through quite a bit of
depression lately. 

There’s a lot of that going around.
There is a lot of that going around and a
lot of anxiety. I don’t feel like that’s
necessarily pathological. It’s an anxiety-
and depression-filled time. If you’re an
artist during this time, you can’t help but
write things that reflect the moment, and
it’s a pretty depressing moment.

The single “We’re Gonna Get By”
is anthemic. It would be a sing-
along to the pandemic if it were
possible to gather people together
for a sing-along.

MUSIC | INTERVIEW    by Clarke Condé    

Creating a COVID Anthem
Clark Andrew Libbey’s Small Town Famous 

That’s the idea. I wrote that honestly as a
mantra for myself. When I write songs, I
think about melodies and stories. I don’t
care about chords or beats anymore. I’ll
find the melody and then I’ll fit
everything else to it. I came up with that
melody as a mantra to get myself out of
bed in the morning because I was in the
depths of such a depression that I just
didn’t want to get out of bed and do
anything. I knew if I let that happen
during a quarantine, I wasn’t going to
make it. So, it was a mantra, almost a
prayer, to just get myself going in the
day. The “we” in “We’re Gonna Get By” is
a royal “we.”

Did you write it as a single?
No, I just wrote it as a mantra to wake up
in the morning. Then I put some guitar
chords to it and thought to myself I
should probably write fancy verses. That
was obviously the chorus. There are some
other words, but not really much. There
isn’t a verse to that song. It’s just a
chorus and a bridge. I wanted to think
about the simplicity of gospel music,
where gospel music will repeat a phrase
over and over again. I’ll just have a nice
chord progression with a great harmony
and then just beat it to death. They’ll just

CLARKE CONDÉClark Andrew Libbey in Albuquerque, guitar at the ready. 

sing it over and over and over again and
eventually, much like “Sunday, Sunday,
Sunday,” just melt into your brain.

It is catchy.
I thought I should remove my ego that
makes me want to make it more
complicated and make it some sort of
fancy song that everybody says, “Oh, he’s
a great songwriter.” I should just take my
ego out and record that chorus. It turned
into sort of a COVID anthem, but it was
born out of a personal need to psych
myself up to just have breakfast.

You played nearly all the
instruments on this album, except
where Kristen Rad plays a few
violin pieces and sings a backing
vocal. How did that work?
I’m a drummer, a bass player, a guitar
player, a washboard player and a
harmonica player. I’ve been playing all
those forever. I’ll write the songs in my
head and then play the drums to the
backing tracks. Then add all the other
instruments on top. 

How are you going to promote
your album without touring?
I have a label out of San Antonio, Texas
called Slow Start Records. They’ve been
great. They’ve been aggressively
promoting it. We’re pretty much
considering this a digital-only album.
We’re making two videos out of “31
Crosstown” and “We’re Gonna Get By.”
We’re going to push those pretty hard on
Instagram. This was originally intended
to be on vinyl, but we decided to hold off
on the vinyl until I can tour. 

You have set for yourself the goal
to write a song a week. When did
that start? 
It originally started with a group called
the Four-Track Club back in Cincinnati in
1995. It still goes on there. We
challenged ourselves to write a song a
week, at the time it was to record a song a
week on a four-track. The idea is to just
make as much content as possible. It’s
much easier to edit something that exists,
than it is to create something out of
nowhere.

Shitty first drafts as Anne Lamont
would say?
Exactly. You just think of it as a widget,
you don’t think of it as a child. It’s a
widget. If the widget isn’t good enough,
you throw it away. If it’s good, then you
work on it, edit it and make it into a
song. Basically, you’re trying to increase
your percentage of things that you keep.

That’s a very workman-like, rather
than an inspiration-driven way to
write songs.
You can’t wait for inspiration. I mean,
you can, I suppose, and sometimes it
happens. You’ve got to get this stuff
done. Eventually, you train yourself to
make the most of inspiration. a

Small Town Famous
Clark Andrew Libbey
Slow Start Records

smarturl.it/calstf
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It can be confusing and frustrating
trying to understand what places are
open and what are closed during this

pandemic. Breweries, but not bars.
Airports, but not theaters. The
Albuquerque Open Space Visitor Center’s
galleries, but not the Albuquerque
Museum’s galleries. Clearly, a rational
response to a public health crisis is
driving these decisions, but that doesn’t
mean that some of the effects don’t leave
some understandably scratching their
heads. The best approach is to not get
wound up about it and just take a drive
over to the Westside’s consistently
fantastic Open Space Visitor Center to
check out the new show Lightscape by the
artists’ collective Luna Project.

The Luna Project is a group of a dozen
women artists working in a variety of
mediums that meet frequently to share
techniques and critiques, showing once or
twice a year since 2003. Lightscape is
packed with recent two-and three-
dimensional works from all 12 artists. It is
underestimated how groups like this can
push individual artists to improve and,
most importantly, finish their works. 

Lightscape
New Work in the Open Space

One standout piece is Nance Elsinger’s
“White Night.” Soft and innocent, it is a
reminder that wonder is all around us
and that the hard edges of the world are
not the only ones. “White Night” is
assembled in such a fashion that its
creator obviously has an experienced
hand, but has not lost what can only be
described as the “fun” of making art. In
serious times such as these, it is a
welcome square foot of respite. 

As an additional note, let me
commend the Open Space Visitor Center
for not only bringing this show to the
public but doing it safely. The place is
chock-full of signs, floor marking and
other indicators to remind visitors to stay
safe. Hopefully, more places like this will
soon open in Albuquerque. a

 ARTS | ARTS MAGNIFIED by Clarke Condé

Lightscape

By the Luna Project

July 11-Sept. 27

Albuquerque Open Space

Visitor Center

6500 Coors Blvd. NW
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Nance Elsinger’s “White Night” on exhibit at the Albuquerque Open Space Visitor Center.
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DOWNTOWN

CHEESE & COFFEE CAFÉ DOWNTOWN
119 San Pasquale Ave SW, 242-0326
[American, Bakery/Sweets, Deli/Sandwiches, Vegan,
Vegetarian] Cheese & Coffee has some 20 sandwich
choices, including a fruit and cheese, a gyro and a French

dip, awaiting the hungry diner. The Sicilian sandwich—a

pepperoni, capicola and mozzarella concoction on French
bread—is most excellent. Try a slice of the moist and springy

house-baked lemon cake with just enough tartness to

complement the rich cream cheese frosting.

HOLY BURGER
700 Central Ave SE, 242-2991 • $$
[American] The New Mexico grass-fed Holy Cow burger

comes on a brioche bun, while the equally yummy ahi tuna

sandwich, veggie club and dinner salads offer bovine-averse

diners a larger selection. Beer and wine, shakes, malts and

floats are available to complete the sacrament.

FAIRGROUNDS

CESAR’S MEXICAN & GREEK
5300 Lomas Blvd NE, 256-8017
[Greek/Mediterranean, Mexican] While the food is hit or

miss here, you can always count on some space for quiet
contemplation whether you’re inside or at the drive-thru at
3pm or 3am. The Mexican food is slightly more consistent

but the gyros plate is always good.

FAR NORTHEAST HEIGHTS

FIVE STAR BURGERS
5901 Wyoming Blvd NE, 821-1909 • $$
[American, Organic/Locally Grown] The browned,
freshly ground turkey burger is a total masterstroke, one that
explodes in the mouth and hits a high-water mark for
juiciness. It’s not all burgers, either: The full-sized salads
practically come in boats here, and the beer is local.

I-25 CORRIDOR

LA CUMBRE BREWING CO.
3313 Girard Blvd NE, 872-0225 • $
[Brewery] Jeff Erway presents a variety of beer styles
brewed right on the premises, one of which will almost

certainly fulfill your specific craving. In addition to the cold
taps, one or two of the beers are often available woody and

cellar-temperature from the cask. As you sip, play a game of
pool upstairs, scratch under your well-behaved pet’s collar

and chat with the always-friendly fellow beer-lovers.

NEXUS BREWERY
4730 Pan American Fwy NE Ste D, 242-4100 •
$$
[Brewery, Bar and Grill/Pub, American,
Barbecue/Soul Food] This brewery has quite a following,
both for the beer and as a “New Mexican soul food”

gastropub. The menu offers specialties like New Orleans-
style gumbo and the delicious marriage of chicken and

waffles. It’s just the place to take your corn-bread-and-Frito-
pie-craving friends while still getting your craft beer fix.

MIDTOWN

CANTEEN BREWHOUSE
2381 Aztec Rd NE, 881-2737 • $
[Brewery, Deli/Sandwiches] Canteen Brewhouse picks

up where the Il Vicino Vassar taproom left off. The canteen

is spacious, and so is its shaded patio filled with picnic

benches—a comfortable spot to enjoy the brew, regular live

music and a casual menu. There’s no pizza here, but there

are satisfying sandwiches. As always, the ingredients are

top-notch, the microbrews are award-winning, and the

home-brewed root beer float is a real treat.

NOB HILL

FAN TANG
3523 Central Ave NE, 266-3566 • $$
[Asian, Fusion, Chinese, Vegetarian/Health Foods]

The historic building at the corner of Central and Carlisle

yields a spacious dining room with booths, tables, free Wi-

Fi and dog-friendly patios. Inside, the Zeng family (Chow’s)

have retained their focus on quality ingredients and many

traditional family recipes, but with a twist: The menu is

aimed at folks who want a fast meal in a comfortable

atmosphere. Prices are moderate. Meals are ordered at the

cashier, then delivered to the table within minutes. Dishes

are generously portioned for individuals rather than family-

style. The menu draws freely from many Asian cultures with

emphasis on Chinese. Try the Mongolian noodles or coffee

chicken.

FOOD | CHOWTOWN by Dan Pennington

TRACTOR BREWING CO.
118 Tulane Dr SE, 433-5654 • $
[Brewery] Tractor draws the crowd by serving beer that’s

come a long way since head brewer Dave Hargis took over.

Today’s Tractor offers up nine taps, with five constants (IPA,
red, honey wheat, pale ale and stout) and four rotating
taps. The doppelbock is excellent, and Tractor seems to

excel at the bock styles. (It took first place at the 2011

Santa Fe BockFest.) There is no kitchen, but Albuquerque’s
best food trucks are almost always parked right outside. 

NORTH VALLEY

FARM & TABLE
8917 Fourth Street NW, 503-7124 • $$$
[Organic/Locally Grown, American, Fine Dining,
Fusion] Farm & Table’s North Valley setting is gorgeous,

inside and out. (The spacious courtyard overlooks 10 acres
of farm field.) The local, organic ingredients are

meticulously sourced, and the food is reasonably priced for
the level of quality you get. Several salad options and

vegetarian entrées make this a perfect place to graze. For
brunch, try the carne adovada with eggs. Don’t forget a

refreshing dessert of house-made ice cream or a sorbet
trio.

NORTHEAST HEIGHTS

BASIL LEAF
1225 Eubank Blvd NE, 323-2594 • $
[Vietnamese, Asian] The pho is fragrant, the coffee is

strong and sweet, and ordinary dishes are interesting

because you want to know how this kitchen is going to

finish it. Spring rolls are a level above others, well-rolled

and multi-textured. This place has one of the crispiest

papaya salads in town; the salad topped with two flavors of
beef jerky is especially out of hand. A steamed tilapia dish
yields white, flaky fish bathed in a dark, black peppery
sauce and is flanked with broccoli and carrots. Nice
looking desserts, wine and saki.

PIZZA CASTLE
1220 Eubank Blvd NE, 292-8358 • $
[Pizza, Italian] This unassuming Heights pizzeria could
have been teleported in its entirety from a strip mall on
Long Island, down to the grimy carpet and grease-
encrusted arcade games. Founded in 1980 by a Brooklyn

transplant, the pizza has that region’s classic thin-yet-

chewy crust with generous carbuncles for gripping the

slice. Snobs don’t like the canned mushrooms, but that’s

part of this authentic strip-mall cuisine. Some say it’s the

best pizza in Albuquerque. Try the pineapple-ham-green-

chile, and see what you think. Also on the menu: subs, hot

and cold.

SADIE’S
15 Hotel Cir NE, 296-6940 • $$
[New Mexican] Walking into Sadie’s is like walking into

your rich old New Mexican tia’s house. The food smells

good, the atmosphere is comfortable, and it’s OK if you get

a little loud. Sadie’s has a very friendly and casual staff

and huge, chile-smothered portions of food. We like to go

for dinner with a big group and drink too many margaritas

(except for the designated driver, of course).

OLD TOWN

CHURCH STREET CAFÉ
2111 Church Street NW, 247-8522 • $$
[New Mexican] This warm and welcoming café occupies

one of the oldest houses in Albuquerque, and now you can

even drink on its fabulous patio! Look for it behind the San

Felipe de Neri Church, and don’t miss out on the posole

with your choice of red or green chile. The Navajo taco is

delicioso! We won’t tell anyone if you wolf down a few

sopaipillas drenched in honey. 

COCINA AZUL
1134 Mountain Rd NW, 831-2500 • $$
[New Mexican, American] In the old (and beautifully

renovated) Sunshine Market building on Mountain and

12th Street, Cocina Azul has the feel of a high-end coffee

shop. The food is textbook New Mexican—the huevos

rancheros, carne adovada enchiladas and tamales with

buttery, sweet red chile are all tasty. For dessert, big

servings of flan have sturdy, pleasing, fresh and fabulous

flavor.

LA PLACITA DINING ROOMS
206 San Felipe St NW, 247-2204 • $$
[New Mexican] The faded grandeur of this New Mexican

standby has been a cornerstone of Old Town since before

most tourists even knew about the district. The food is

usually pretty great (though there are off-days), but one of

Another Week, Another Dinner
So you can’t go sit down inside. I keep hearing people mad they can’t support their favorite restaurant, as if take-out is such a poor choice. Atmosphere is nice and all, but so is
keeping those who make our favorite meals safe. Yeah, you can probably try to make huevos rancheros at home; but come on, you know you don’t have the magic touch to make all
those little additions that take a dish from “good” to “gotta have it.” I’m a big proponent of eating at home in general and think home cooked meals are the smart thing to do right
now, but I still make an earnest effort to do take-out at least once a week. These are my favorite restaurants and they need us now. I’m not asking you to go out constantly and buy
food from restaurants every day. Though, if you can, it certainly helps. I’m just saying that everyone who can should try and eat locally made food once a week so we can all
collectively keep going forward. This isn’t permanent, even if it feels like it is sometimes. This will all be a bad memory one day, and we’ll be back to eating at our favorites once
again with friends—but only if we support them now. Help save us from the fate of an endless sea of Applebee’s and Chili’s, who I earnestly don’t think have any differences between
the two. Here’s a hit list of local eateries you can support this week with a single take-out order.  a
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Arnold Palmer and Jack
A summer classic par excellence

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

Just as Julius Caesar is the eponym for
the Cesarean section and Humphrey
Bogart is known for holding a joint
too long, golfer Arnold Palmer, while

surely not the first person to mix ice tea
with lemonade, now extends his legacy to
the beverage that bears his name. Perfect
for warm summer days, the Arnold
Palmer is transformed into a cocktail on
the 19th hole with the addition of Jack
Daniels.

Jack Daniels is a Tennessee whiskey,
not to be confused with Kentucky
Bourbon. While this is the subject of
debate among some, no one really
benefits from the argument and this
cocktail will benefit from either. In fact,
local whiskey offerings can be easily
substituted when available,—but under no
circumstance should you add unaged
moonshine to this cocktail or you will
likely retch and cause Arnold Palmer
himself to spin in his grave.

1/3 fresh lemonade
1/3 fresh brewed black tea
1/3 Jack Daniel’s Tennessee whiskey
Ice

Simple and refreshing, the Arnold
Palmer is made best using fresh
ingredients. Start with actual lemons
(rather than some mix) and then prepare
the tea however you like (sun tea is a good
way to go) using an unflavored black tea.
Fill a Collins glass (or Ball jar for a hint of
down-home style) with ice and add 1/3
measure of lemonade, tea and whiskey.
Garnish with lemon and feel free to adjust
proportions to fit your taste. Now you are
ready to find a comfortable chair in a
shady spot outdoors and while away a
summer day. a

FOOD | COCKTAILS by Clarke Condé

CLARKE CONDÉ

NEWS CITY
BY JOSHUA LEE

Suspected Fraud at APD
A number of agencies are investigating APD
of overtime fraud. At least one highly-paid
officer has already resigned.

Albuquerque Journal reports that the city
notified the Office of State Auditor Brian
Colón last week that it suspected fraudulent
activity in the city’s police department
involving overtime wages paid to former
APD spokesman Simon Drobik. Over a year
ago, the city’s Civilian Police Oversight
Agency called for his termination, citing an
abuse of overtime pay. Drobik was
interviewed by Internal Affairs investigators
earlier this month, and he turned in his
resignation later that day. He allegedly
received “chief’s overtime” while
simultaneously collecting pay for being the
department spokesperson.

The accusations against Drobik come
amid investigations into the department’s
overtime policies. Last month Colón’s office
announced it would be conducting a special
audit of APD after staff members found
“red flags” while investigating multiple
complaints about APD overtime.

The audit will be conducted by an
outside accounting firm. State Attorney
General Hector Balderas said members of
his staff have been assigned to help. APD
reportedly contacted Balderas’ office about
the problem two days before Colón called
upon the attorney general.

AZ COVID Patients
Hospitalized in NM
New Mexico’s COVID-19 hospitalization rate
is rising, but that number includes patients
who have been sent here from Arizona.

According to FOX 10 in Phoenix, the
state of Arizona is currently facing
shortages of medical staffing and hospital
space. New Mexico is helping shoulder
some of its neighbor’s burden by hosting
Arizona patients who have tested positive
for the novel coronavirus here in the state. It
is required by federal law.

But Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham says
New Mexico’s hospitals are nearing full
capacity. Admitting patients from other
states is also skewing New Mexico
recovery rates as hospitalization figures
include patients who tested positive for the
virus outside of the state but are being
treated here.

In a recent interview with The
Washington Post, Lujan Grisham said New
Mexico already has a lower number of
hospital beds per capita compared to most
states and expressed concern over
Arizona’s pandemic response.

The New Mexico Department of Health
said the number of people being transferred
from Arizona will not cause undue burden
on the state’s health infrastructure.

Report Finds
Improvements in Nursing
Industry
The New Mexico Legislative Finance
Committee says state spending on a
nursing expansion program has paid off.

Last week the committee published a
report analyzing the effectiveness of state
government spending on programs that
boosted education funding, degree
production and workforce licensing supply
and demand issues in the nursing sector.

The report found that thanks to
government spending, nursing bachelor’s
degrees increased by 141 percent across
the state since 2012. Funds also helped to
increase degree program enrollment and
faculty salaries. a

the main pleasures of dining here lies in exploring the

rambling old hacienda’s many rooms. And it’s totally haunted,

by the way. 

LITTLE ANITA’S 
2105 Mountain Rd NW, 242-3102 • $
[New Mexican] Little Anita’s menu is New Mexican to the

core with enchiladas, burritos, carne adovada and stuffed

sopaipillas. The red chile is generally milder than their green

but is seasoned just right. Consistency, generous portions and

fair prices make Little Anita’s an Albuquerque mainstay—not

to mention its many locations ranging from full-service dining

to quick and easy take-out counters. The Old Town location

offers the best of both worlds. Open for breakfast, lunch and

dinner.

SOUTHEAST

VICK’S VITTLES
8810 Central Ave SE, 298-5143 • $
[American, New Mexican, Coffee/Tea/Espresso,
Diner] This cowboy-themed diner used to be called Roper’s
Restaurant, but new ownership has taken over and changed
the name. Happily, a lot of what we loved about Roper’s has
survived the transition. There’s still a bunch of cowboy crap
all over the walls and a bewildering array of good food to
choose from. We especially recommend the green-chile-
and-piñon-stuffed Santa Fe pancakes and the down-home
chicken-fried steak. If you come by for dinner, give the in-
house smoked BBQ a try. 

UNIVERSITY

SAGGIOS
107 Cornell Dr SE, 255-5454 • $$
[Pizza, Italian, Deli/Sandwiches] Saggios serves up
some of the biggest slices in town. Dotted with fat slices of
sausage and loads of gooey cheese, it’s one of our top ’za
destinations. The crust is moderately thin, but the edges are
puffed and crunchy, just like we like ’em. Even though it can
be loud, the trompe l’oeil murals are even louder—dine in
until 10pm on weeknights and 11pm on weekends. Don’t
forget the espresso and cannoli!

UPPER NOB HILL

THAI CUISINE II
4201 Central Ave NE, 232-3200 • $$
[Thai, Vegetarian/Health Foods, Sushi, Asian] Sure, it
looks like an old Dairy Queen on the outside—but inside, it’s
totally Thailand (just check out the caddy of housemade
condiments). The menu’s large selection of salads is a
strong suit, including crispy, delicate green papaya and a
not-to-be-missed tempura trout salad (sop up the tamarind
dressing with a side of sticky rice). The tom yum soup is
perhaps the best in town, and you can choose between
chicken and veggie broth in some of the other good soups
here. Most dishes—like pad cha vegetable stir-fry and
creamy, fragrant red curry—can be ordered vegetarian too.
There’s also a small sushi menu that offers big, adequate
rolls.

UPTOWN

GARDUÑO’S
2100 Louisiana Blvd NE, 880-0055 • $$
[New Mexican, Mexican] A long standing New Mexican
fixture, Garduño’s knows how to put the real meaning in
“happy hour” with their expansive Margarita menu and
Margarita flights. Try their Santa Fe blue enchiladas and
treat yourself to fried ice cream, served in a sugar tostada
bowl and drizzled with honey, the real New Mexican way! 

WESTSIDE

LAGUNA BURGER (66 PIT STOP) 
14311 Central Ave NW, 352-7848 • $
[American] Here, you can eat one of the best green chile

burgers in the state of New Mexico. Laguna Burger doesn’t

offer much in the way of atmosphere, but more than makes

up for it in sheer flavor.

FOOD | CHOWTOWN



 [16] WEEKLY ALIBI JULY 23-29, 2020

New Mexico’s Expert Internet Service Provider since 1994

505-243-SWCP (7927)          SWCP.com

Southwest Cyberport’s BackUp Service will ensure 

that you never lose important data due to hardware 

or software failure. From business reports to music, 

homework, game data or photos. SWCP has Local, 

personalized service you can depend on. Offsite 

local backup is just a call or click away. Keep your 

data safe with SWCP’s BackUp Service.

If You Lost Everything  
On Your Computer,  

What Would You Do?
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Producer Sues DOH
Cannabis producer New Mexico Top
Organics-Ultra Health Inc. is suing the New
Mexico Department of Health once again—
this time over new regulations that were
presented last month.

According to the Santa Fe New Mexican,
the company filed a petition calling for the
agency to rescind the new rules and start
over. Ultra Health CEO and President Duke
Rodriguez told reporters, “They need to go
back, listen to stakeholders and start the
entire process over.”

The complaint alleges that the
department lifted rules from other states
without considering how they applied to
New Mexico. The petition calls for the
DOH to reconsider testing requirements for
pesticides, heavy metals and molds,
claiming that the current rules are too

strict. It claims that the department’s
regulations concerning where hemp

is grown infringe on the New
Mexico Department of
Agriculture’s territory. It says
that new labeling requirements
place too much of a burden on

producers. The petition also
claims that the new rules allow

the agency to suspend or revoke
producers’ licenses without clear criteria

or a proper appeal process.

Cannabis Provisions
Included in Spending Bills

The House Appropriations Committee just
released directives that were attached to
spending legislation and included a
number of cannabis provisions.

Marijuana Moment reports that the
Financial Services and General Government
spending bill report instructs the Office of
Personnel Management “to review its
policies and guidelines regarding hiring
and firing of individuals who use marijuana
in States where that individual’s private use
of marijuana is not prohibited under the
law of the State.”

The report attached to the Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education,
and Related Agencies funding bill calls on
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to
develop “a multipronged strategy wherein
basic and clinical scientists and public
health specialists work together to address
the opportunities and challenges of
cannabis in a comprehensive manner.”

The report attached to the Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs and
Related Agencies spending bill pressed
the US Department of Veterans Affairs
to “improve communication with
eligible lending institutions to reduce
confusion” regarding its policies for
lending to veterans who work in the
cannabis industry. a

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS by Joshua Lee

The National Organization for the
Reform of Marijuana Laws told our
presidential candidates what’s what

last week.
In a petition to both President Donald

Trump and former Vice President Joe
Biden, NORML reminded the candidates
that the majority of their constituents—on
all the points of the spectrum—want
cannabis legalization immediately.

“Never in modern history has there
existed greater public support for ending
the nation’s nearly century-long
experiment with marijuana prohibition,”
wrote the petition’s authors. “According to
nationwide polling data provided by
Gallup, 67 percent of Americans support
legalizing and regulating the adult-use of
marijuana, including outright majority
support from Democrats, Republicans,
and Independents.”

Just last week we analyzed why
Biden was breaking his back to
kick himself in the seat over
cannabis legalization. Our
conclusion was that he hates weed
so much that he just can’t help
himself. The fear of an America
overrun with hippy dope smokers is
just too intense for him. The stress
makes him woozy, and if anyone catches
him taking another mid-afternoon
nap, he can just forget about
November.

As for Trump: The old vaude-
villain has always been cagey about his
real feelings regarding legalization. I’ve
always suspected that he was holding off
on making a commitment to his “real
feelings” while his donors decided on
theirs. In the meantime he’ll stick his
finger out the car window, feel the way the
wind is blowing and then makes a
noncommittal comment on the side of
“states’ rights” or “law and order”—
whatever will get him trending on Twitter
at that moment.

I wouldn’t be surprised if he legalized
cannabis next week, just to make a stab at
Biden. I also wouldn’t be surprised if he
announced a nationwide, old-fashioned
jackboot party and sent the military in to
shut down all the dispensaries with
extreme prejudice. I likewise wouldn’t be
surprised to see him on live television,
naked and slathered in ice cream,
demanding to see Obama’s birth
certificate—“the real one.” It’s been that
kind of year.

NORML’s petition seems a little too
reasonable in this light. “That is why we
call on the two major party candidates to
support the following changes in federal
marijuana policy: Deschedule. Expunge.
Reinvest.”

The petition calls on the candidates to
completely remove cannabis from the list

of scheduled substances, to review and
potentially expunge low-level federal- and
state-level cannabis convictions and to
ensure that a portion of the revenue made
from cannabis sales be reinvested into
communities that have been adversely
affected by draconian cannabis laws.

Let’s see if Biden or Trump even bother
to read it.

In the meantime Democratic US Sen.
Ed Markey reportedly promised the Young
Jurks’ Mike Crawford that if the Dems take
the Senate in November, they’ll legalize
cannabis with or without Biden.

“From my perspective, this is another
issue that’s just right there on the ballot
in November,” Crawford said on the
podcast. “We’ll move very quickly in
January to change [cannabis] laws to
make sure that there are national
protections which are put in place. But
unfortunately, Trump controls the
discretionary use of these personnel, and
they’re kind of committed to keeping this
crazy non-scientifically based analysis of
marijuana front-and-center.”

Get With the Program
NORML demands legalization
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Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING

DIABETIC TEST 

STRIPS FOR $CASH$

& FREE PICK-UP!

Highest CASH Prices

Paid In NM For Your

Diabetic Test Strips

And FREE Pick-UP!

Place your ad: alibi.com/ads 

classifieds@alibi.com 

(505) 346-0660 ext 248

Real Estate
Apartments

NEWLY
RENOVATED
NEWLY
RENOVATED,
furnished studios.
Laundry Onsite.

Cable & Utilities
INCLUDED. Call
now: 505-226-6932

LOW RATES!
BRAND NEW Fully
Furnished Studio

Apartments – no
credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

LOW RATES!
BRAND NEW Fully

Furnished Studio
Apartments – no
credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

Body & Soul
Licensed Massage

PLACIDITY

MASSAGE OPEN

Placidity Massage

Now Open

Albuquerque-

massagetherapy.co

m 6200 Montgomery

NE 5053393992

Regular 60 per hour,

Now 50 Ask about

our hot stone

therapy LMT:8209

Classified
Employment
CAREGIVERS
NEEDED
Silver Lining
Services, LLC
Albuquerque Satellite
Office 3250 Coors
Blvd NW Suite D

Accepting
applications for A
Personal Care
Services Caregiver in
Albuquerque and
surrounding area.
Qualified candidates

must be genuinely
interested in helping
people who are
elderly or who have
disabilities of any
kind. Complete an
application at 3250

Coors Blvd NW Suite
D. Silver Lining
Services, LLC is an
equal employment
opportunity
employer. 

Help Others(Those

Without Insurance) &

Make Money Too!

Call: 505-203-6806

THE WEEKLY ALIBI

CLASSIFIEDS are a

great deal! Call 346-

0660 ext. 248.
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CROSSWORD | "R-ATIONING"    -  IT’S THREE FOR THE PRICE OF ONE | by Matt Jones

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE AT ALIBI.COM

Across
1 "RuPaul's ___ Race"
5 Twitch streamer, often
10 Ride around town
13 Drink brand with a lizard logo
14 San Antonio mission, with "the"
15 Rescue team, briefly
17 Pictures of surrealist Joan's work?
19 Fortnite company
20 One way to sit by
21 "And here's to you, ___ Robinson ..."
22 Arrange alphabetically
23 Mountaineer's vocalization
25 Manzarek of The Doors
26 Stereotypical person who might demand to speak
to the manager of this puzzle
27 End of Wikipedia's URL
28 Sound from a meadow
30 "Hansel and Gretel" setting
31 Villain who only wears his purple suspenders and
"W" hat two days at a time?
35 California city near Stockton
36 Muralist Rivera
37 "Won't do it"
41 Comedy duo of scientist Marie and singer Burl?
44 It may be served in a spear
47 Bonding words
48 Sixth sense, supposedly
49 Got up
50 Baha ___ ("Who Let the Dogs Out" group)
52 Element #5
54 Cruise destination
55 Die maximum, usually
56 Rapidly disappearing storage medium
57 Actress Kendrick of the Quibi series "Dummy"
58 Program again onto an antiquated computer 
storage format?
62 Bank's property claim
63 Last letter in the Greek alphabet
64 Rival of Visa or MC
65 Dishonorable guy
66 Intro show
67 Budget allocation

Down
1 Psychiatric reference book, for short
2 French monarch
3 Like smaller dictionaries
4 Crystal-filled cavity
5 No longer fresh, as venison
6 Pie ___ mode
7 Igneous rock, once
8 Abrasive manicure substance
9 Monica's brother on "Friends"
10 Chef Boyardee product that had to be renamed
for a "Seinfeld" episode
11 Ballpark figure?
12 "Whose Line ..." comic Ryan
16 What some dryer sheets have
18 "Well ___!" ("Fancy that!")
23 Feline wail
24 Cookie that released an egg-shaped version for
Easter 2019
25 Projections from a hub
26 Backyard pond fish
29 Tennis's Agassi
30 Palm leaf
32 It does a hold-up job in the parking lot
33 Teensy
34 "Teletubbies" shout
38 Defeat
39 Chilean cash
40 "Pardon the Interruption" network
42 Glob or nod ending
43 "The Many Loves of ___ Gillis"
44 Vatican-related
45 Like some twists of fate
46 Pupil protector
50 Home of the Dolphins
51 Throw out
53 NATO alphabet vowel
55 Octagonal road sign
56 "Aw, fiddlesticks!"
59 Cause of conflict, maybe
60 Hang-out room
61 Abbr. after a telephone number

TOON PAGE | @thethingimexcitedabout

2020 Matt Jones
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