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Operation Legend in Albuquerque
Trump deploys feds against wishes of city officials

S
heriff Manual Gonzalez III was
welcomed to the White House last
week to speak with President Trump

on Wednesday about a supposed surge of
violent crime in Albuquerque and other
US cities, and the possibility of deploying
federal agents to those cities in response.
Later on Wednesday US Attorney General
William P. Barr confirmed this possibility
when he announced the launch of
Operation Legend—an initiative to greatly
expand the presence of federal agents in
Albuquerque, Chicago and Kansas City.

Many are concerned that this
deployment of federal agents will look
much like the unidentified federal “snatch
teams” that are currently kidnapping
people off the streets in Portland, Oregon
in response to protests there. Others are
concerned that it is a blatant military
occupation of these specifically Democrat-
led cities.

Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham,
Mayor Tim Keller, Senator Tom Udall,
Congresswoman Deb Haaland,
Albuquerque City Attorney Esteban
Aguilar, Jr., City Councillor Pat Davis and
Albuquerque Chief of Police Mike Geier all
released responses in opposition to this
move from the Trump administration. 

Senator Martin Heinrich went further
and called for Sheriff Gonzalez to resign,
saying, “Instead of collaborating with the
Albuquerque Police Department, the
Sheriff is inviting the President’s

stormtroopers into Albuquerque. If we can
learn anything from Portland, it’s that we
don’t need this kind of ‘help’ from the
White House. The President is currently
using federal law enforcement agents like a
domestic paramilitary force. That’s
precisely how fascism begins and none of
us should ever encourage or accept it.”

On a phone call, City Councilor Lan
Sena pointed out that this is not the first
time Sheriff Gonzalez has come under fire
for spurning public opinion and the
demands of other elected officials.

“To be quite frank, there were these
discussions [about Sheriff Gonzalez
resigning] before when he refused to have
body cams for his officers. And even now
he has this excuse of being able to use
cellphones instead of body cams. I think
committing those funds to body cams
would be a much better use of the funding
[that’s being used to send Operation
Legend here].”

The BCSO immediately issued a
response, calling Heinrich and other
politicians’ statements “propaganda” and
an “attempt to distract from Albuquerque’s
extreme crime crisis.” 

According to reports from the FBI,
overall crime has gone down in
Albuquerque from 2017 through 2019.
According to data from
CrimeMapping.com, which gathers data
from APD records, of 454 recorded crimes
from June 1 to July 23, 362 of them were

for “disturbing the peace.” 
As an APD spokesperson told KUNM

last Friday, “2017 was the high point in
both property crime and violent crime.
Property crime went down in 2018, [in]
2019 and continues to drop this year.
Violent crime is mostly flat with some
increases and some decreases. ... The one
statistic we produce real-time for the
media is homicides. We are currently at 37
homicides for 2020. We were at 44
homicides at this time in 2018 and 2019.”

Attorney General Barr’s statement last
week regarding the Operation Legend
expansion credits the recent movement to
“demonize” and defund police
departments as the cause of this spike in
gun crime in large cities—pointing
specifically to New York City, where the
mayor has agreed to cut $1 billion from
the city’s police department and where a
25 percent rise in homicide has occurred
this year. However, those budget cuts
haven’t actually taken place yet and,
therefore, could not be responsible for a
decrease in policing or a resulting increase
in violence. 

After Mayor Keller’s strongly worded
letter in opposition to Operation Legend
coming to Albuquerque, his administration
issued a somewhat weaker response on
Friday, when it became clear that the
agents were coming to the city whether it
approved or not. 

In a letter sent to John Anderson, the

US Attorney for New Mexico, the
administration states, “The City asks for
your written commitment that any federal
agents sent to Albuquerque as part of
Operation Legend will not be used to
police First Amendment assemblies, nor
target people or communities of colors or
immigrant families. We ask for your
written commitment that these agents will
focus on continuing the existing
operations based on our partnership and
continue to focus on high-level drug
offenses, human trafficking offenses,
federal crimes against children and gun
crimes. 

“We further ask for your written
commitment that, whenever detaining or
arresting individuals in Albuquerque, all
federal agents will conspicuously identify
themselves as such, carry and display
identification, and wear uniforms that
conspicuously identify the agency for
which they work.”

It’s unclear how legally binding a
“written commitment” from the US
Attorney would be.

Albuquerque’s History of
Occupation by Federal
Agencies
The BCSO has a history of bringing in
federal agencies to help with local arrests.
In June they worked with the FBI Violent
Crimes Task Force to recover a stolen

PXFUELThe benefit to riot police is at least you can identify them. 

NEWS FEATURE | by Robin Babb
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pickup truck in south Bernalillo County
and asked for the assistance of the United
States Marshals Service in tracking down a
19-year-old accused of shooting a man in
Tijeras in May. 

In response to Sheriff Manny Gonzalez
going over the heads of the majority of
elected officials in Albuquerque,
ProgressNow NM has started a petition to
urge him to resign. In an email the Weekly
Alibi received, County Commissioner
James M. Collie said of efforts to remove
Sheriff Gonzalez from office, “That office
is established by the NM constitution and
is answerable only to the voting citizens of
the county. The recourse for voters is to
use the recall provisions of the constitution
to remove him from office, or to not elect
him again in November.”

This close partnership between BCSO
and federal agencies is due largely to
Albuquerque’s participation in Operation
Relentless Pursuit, an initiative launched
by Barr in December of last year. The
operation, which seeks to “[combat]
violent crime in seven of America’s most
violent cities through a surge in federal
resources,” dedicated money and agents
from several federal agencies to
Albuquerque, Baltimore, Cleveland,
Detroit, Kansas City, Memphis and
Milwaukee. 

This partnership between BCSO and
federal agencies notwithstanding, this new
deployment of agents to Democrat-led
cities is different because it is happening
against the will of the mayors and other
elected officials of those cities.

In an email to his constituents last
week, Councilor Pat Davis brought up the
“surge” of federal officers brought to
Albuquerque in 2016 that targeted Black
and Hispanic men in the International
District.

“In 2016, the then-US Attorney invited
a secret federal group to target gun
violence in Albuquerque’s International
District. At the press conference after,
officials announced that they had made
more than 100 arrests in just a few weeks
using special federal tactics they wouldn’t
disclose. … Testimony from federal agents
later revealed that agents brought in Black
and Hispanic professional paid informants
who targeted Black barbershops,
restaurants and even an addiction recovery
home in Southeast.”

Attorney General Barr’s
Description of Operation
Legend
In his statement last Wednesday, Barr
described the supposed scope of this new
operation.

“To carry out Operation Legend,
federal law enforcement agencies will be
committing additional resources to these
cities including resources from the FBI,

the DEA, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms, the U.S. Marshals, and the
Department of Homeland Security. To
date, we have sent over 200 federal agents
to Kansas City, we are directing a
comparable [number] to augment
Chicago’s existing violent crime initiatives,
and we are providing more than 35 agents
to Albuquerque.”

Without specifically citing Portland,
Barr made it clear that the Operation
Legend agents being sent to these three
cities will differ from the snatch teams
deployed in Portland. 

“This is different than the operations
and tactical teams we use to defend against
riots and mob violence. We will continue to
confront mob violence. But, the operations
we are discussing today are very
different—they are classic crime fighting.”

While the unidentified federal agents in
Portland were nominally deployed to
“protect federal property” such as the
courthouse, in practice they have been
taking people they deem protestors off the
streets without an arrest warrant, without
telling them what they’re being charged
with and without reading them their
rights. 

In a viral video circulating last week, a
Navy veteran who was protesting
peacefully is shown being beaten with
batons and pepper-sprayed by these
federal officers. In later reports the man
said that this violent response occurred
after he reminded the officers of their oath
to protect US citizens’ constitutional
rights. His hand was broken in the attack.

In defense of the Trump
Administration’s deployment of federal
agents to Albuquerque, GOP Chairman of
New Mexico Steve Pearce mentioned in a
statement that,“Albuquerque is home to
many federal facilities, including national
labs, AFRL [Air Force Research
Laboratories] and a military base. … The
federal government has a vested interest in
seeing that New Mexico has safe streets
and that these sensitive facilities have a
stable environment in which to operate.”

Neither Sandia National Labs nor
Kirtland Air Force Base have been
threatened by crime or by recent protests
this year. 

As the deployment in Portland has
already exceeded their originally stated
purpose by “arresting” people who posed
no active threat to federal property, it is
very much questionable whether we should
trust the originally stated purpose of the
Operation Legend agents coming to
Albuquerque.

Whatever the actual purpose of this new
force, it’s clear that many city officials
doubt the genuineness of Barr’s words. In
a statement, City Attorney Esteban Aguilar,
Jr. said, “Federal agents in Oregon are
snatching protesters off the street without

identifying their agency or establishing
probable cause. It is an unconstitutional
affront to representative democracy. These
forces do not abide by the constitutional
crime fighting reforms implemented
under the DOJ and will break the trust
APD and our community have invested
years in rebuilding.”

In an email to constituents last week,
City Councilor Pat Davis encouraged
Burqueños to not necessarily trust the
stated reason for the influx of the
Operation Legend agents.

“I join Mayor Keller in saying that we
have to be on guard for the bait and switch
we’ve come to expect from Trump and
Barr.”

Peter Simonson, Executive Director of
ACLU New Mexico, shares Councilor
Davis’ and Mayor Keller’s doubts.

“I don’t believe they’re here to protect
public safety, but to provoke scenes of
conflict and try to create some impression
of lawlessness that requires a law and order
president—namely, Trump. This president
doesn’t do anything that isn’t meant to
increase his chances of reelection. Nothing
he’s done in the past four years has not
been predicated on the basis of
strengthening his base, and you have to
read this tactic in that light.”

Additionally, it would be surprising if
these federal agents were actually being
sent to Albuquerque to quell protests,
because there simply haven’t been that
many protests in Albuquerque in recent
weeks as compared to other US cities—
and because the only violence committed
at the protests that have occurred has been
by law enforcement agents and counter-
protestors.

So, Why Is Trump Really
Sending Feds To
Albuquerque?
Many believe that it’s a political stunt to
boost numbers for Trump in this year’s
election. Simonson believes that political
stunt could take a few different forms.

“You have to conclude that this is
politically motivated and not intended to
serve a legitimate law enforcement
purpose. Going beyond there, you have to
imagine a couple scenarios. One is to
embarrass a potential vice president
candidate [Governor Michelle Lujan-
Grisham, who’s currently being vetted by
the Biden campaign]. Another is simply to
harass a liberal mayor because it plays well
with Trump’s base. The most ominous
possibility is not only is the President
looking to create scenes of conflict that he
can run in his campaign ads, but may also
be looking toward the election and having
these officers playing some nefarious role
when November 3 comes. I don’t put
anything past this president, because

anytime we thought he had reached a
limit, he has pushed the envelope further.
And I think even now we’re not fully aware
of the lengths he is willing to go to stay in
office.”

The possibility of these Operation
Legend agents staying in the city until the
November election for the purpose of
militarized voter suppression is perfectly
conceivable. While this breach of
constitutional rights seems beyond the
pale, this administration has, as Simonson
says, continued to push the envelope of
what the country will tolerate from its
highest elected leader. 

“We have to stop being surprised every
time this president pushes the envelope
further. Violating norms and expectations
that we’ve never seen violated before. We
need to start anticipating his moves based
on his past behavior,” warns Simonson.
“And when you do that you come up with
some pretty grim scenarios.”

With a lack of uniform and lack of
identification likely with these Operation
Legend agents, it has been speculated that
local paramilitary groups might take
advantage of the confusion to abduct
people they deem leftists or organizers.
Business Insider recently ran an article
pointing out that bullet-proof vests and
badges that say “POLICE” can be
purchased online cheaply and easily; not
everyone who wears them is who they say
they are.

Weekly Alibi encourages the citizens of
Albuquerque to keep themselves and each
other safe in this unprecedented moment.
At this point in time, there is no concrete
proof that the stated purpose of this team
of federal agents is their actual purpose.
Have your phones ready to record any
encounter with unidentified or out-of-
uniform law enforcement agents; take
photos of their license plates as well.
Doing this is completely within your
constitutional rights—but still, try to keep
a safe distance. Do not under any
circumstances bait or engage with these
agents, and if a protest organizer or online
political wonk is encouraging you to do so,
do not trust them either. If it’s true that
these agents are simply here to assist local
police clear their backlog of homicide
cases, then let them do so. If, on the other
hand, these agents are here to sow discord
and get photos of “unrest” for President
Trump to use in his re-election campaign,
do not give them what they want.

If you witness an encounter with
unidentified law enforcement agents in
Albuquerque and have photo or video
documentation, please reach out to the
Alibi. You can remain anonymous in our
reporting. a
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EDITORIAL | TOWN SQUARE by Andrea J. Serrano & Rebecca Glenn of OLÉ

If you are a member of a New Mexico-

based social, political, charity, educational

or arts organization that would like to write

an editorial/opinion piece on a specific

topic relevant to local readers, please

contact editorial@alibi.com.

Please use the subject line: 

Town Square.

Workers Are Not Expendable
The New Mexico Restaurant Association needs to know

When we look back on this time of
global pandemic, one of the
things we will look at is who

worked together to keep our communities
safe and who foolishly and needlessly put
people in harm’s way. 

A few weeks ago, the New Mexico
Restaurant Association (NMRA) hosted a
virtual protest urging restaurants across
the state to post pictures of their
employees outside of their establishments
with signs that read “Let Us Serve.” This
action came after Governor Lujan
Grisham announced reimposing the ban
on indoor dining at eateries and breweries.

Workers, community members and local
organizations, including OLÉ, joined in a
counter-protest to show how important it
is for workers to have paid sick leave
provided at their workplace. Many shared
their current stories of being a restaurant
worker and how this protest was
counterintuitive to helping the community,
let alone the economy. 

In June OLÉ put out a call for workers
to share their stories. We were
overwhelmed by the response. Stories
poured in from workers across the state:
“I’m scared everyday to go to work and be
exposed. I worry about getting my dad
sick,” wrote one worker. “I’m taking as
many precautions as I can, but my
company could care less if I was sick or
not,” said another. “Workers have tested
positive for Covid-19 and are only sent
home with no measures toward
disinfecting the store or testing the other
workers that came in contact with the
infected.” These stories are just a small
slice of what workers are facing. How can
we as a community call essential workers
“heroes” and then expect them to risk
their lives with no safety net? How can
people like the NMRA demand the
economy be opened up while fighting
against paid sick leave and hazard pay for
workers? 

Rather than fighting the governor on
this issue during a public health

emergency, groups like the NMRA should
be using their influence to pressure
Congress to extend monthly benefits to
workers and pressure the city council and
mayor to help businesses stay closed
without losing revenue. They should be
supporting paid sick leave policies to help
their workers. Essential workers are not
expendable and deserve better than to
have money, profits put before their lives. 

Among businesses, restaurant workers
have the highest positive test rate for
COVID-19, not to mention the fact that
businesses don’t have to disclose if one of
their employees tests positive, which puts
the public at risk. This is why we cannot let
businesses reopen until they all have a
paid sick policy in place so workers can
take time off to care for themselves or a
loved one. 

Workers needed paid sick leave before
the pandemic hit, but COVID-19 has
proven that we have always needed it. A
study done three years ago by UNM’s
Bureau of Business and Economic
Research showed that 64 percent of

hospitality workers and over 100,000
workers did not have access to paid sick
leave. In addition the Centers for Disease
Control shows that 60 percent of US food
workers show up to work sick because they
don’t have paid sick leave or sick leave
policy. Why are we allowing our most
vulnerable workers to keep working under
these conditions? These workers deserve
so much more than a hashtag and pressure
from a lobbying organization to just get
back to work. 

The NMRA has a history of opposing
legislation, such as increased minimum
wage and paid sick leave, that would allow

many workers to feel safe and secure in
their jobs. Whether it be against local city
or county ordinances or bills trying to get
passed during legislative session, the
NMRA has never failed to show up to
express their thoughts on how it would
hurt businesses in some shape or form.
Never once do we ever hear them
speaking in support of the
unacknowledged workers behind the
scenes making sure businesses continue to
thrive and have returning customers.
Workers are the true backbone to a
business, yet they are treated as
expendable. 

Most workers fear retaliation from their
bosses—or even worse, losing their jobs—
if they share their story publicly. This
makes it extremely hard for them to speak
up for themselves. They have no really
fighting chance. This makes for an easy
job for the NMRA when it comes to
disenfranchising restaurant workers. This
narrative needs to change. In order to
have a healthy economy, we must have
healthy workers. In order to have a stable
economy, workers must have stability. In
order to re-open businesses, workers need
safety, protective equipment, paid sick
leave, hazard pay and protection. 

History will not look kindly on the
people who refused to work together and
keep each other safe in this time of global
pandemic. So far, the NMRA has shown
they are willing to be on the wrong side of
history. 

Andrea J. Serrano, Executive Director of
OLÉ and Rebecca Glenn, Communications
Director of OLÉ. OLÉ is a non-profit that uses
grassroots organizing within the local
community of working families in New Mexico.
Our members and staff work together to
strengthen our communities through social
advocacy and economic reform, using issue-
based campaigns and electoral engagement to
ensure that working families are playing a
critical role in shaping New Mexico’s future
with a united voice. a

CLARKE CONDÉ
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Where’d Our Letters Go? 
Dear Alibi,
Are you being reincarnated as the
Albuquerque Journal? Your invitation for
letters only from organizations sounds like
their de-facto letters page policy. Many of
us who belong to groups don’t pretend to
represent those groups in our opinions.
Your letters page was more fun without this
attempt at establishment respectability. For
that matter, I remember when the Journal
and the Tribune were more interesting,
before their letters editors got so
milquetoast and stodgy.

-Ken McDaniel

Editor’s Response
Hey Ken,
We understand where you’re coming from.
We want more letters too! Letters help us
out in a lot of ways. First, they let us know if
people are actually reading the paper,
which I would put in our top two goals. The
second goal is to know if what we’re writing
is important and resonates with our
readers. There’s really no point in us
putting out a paper full of content if no one
finds that the content isn’t right for them.
In that vein, letters also help us. They let
people sound off on what we’re publishing
and how it affects them, how it makes them
feel, how it supports or changes their views
on the things happening in Albuquerque. 
Weekly Alibi has definitely undergone
changes in the past, and now, arguably
more than ever, we’re doing it again. Our
intention was never to take away the letters
section. It was one of our favorite things to
read, even if it was Gonzales Gonzales
tearing into whatever news piece we put out
that stood against his ideals of a better
world. But with being off the stands for
three months, we had a drought of letters
to work with. When more letters come in,
we promise to publish them (within reason)
and give every one of our readers a chance
to be heard. We’re nothing without the

people who pick up a paper every week,
and giving them an avenue to speak is just
as important as giving any of our staff the
same. 
Which leads us to Town Square. We know
we don’t have the capacity to cover
everything, nor do we have the particular
backgrounds or insights to write about
certain topics. We want to give those who
do the chance to be heard. Our motto has
always been “Support the underdog” and
there are organizations and groups that
have important messages that need to be
heard. We want to do justice to their
messages and feelings, and that’s what
created Town Square. This is a chance for
groups in the city to speak up about stories
that matter to them, and for us to offer
them the space to comprehensively cover it.
We keep it seperate from letters because,
honestly, they aren’t comparable. Town
Square is where news and opinion meet,
allowing us to give a real space to people
who don’t normally have one. 
Letters and Town Square aren’t going
anywhere. They luckily are allowed to
occupy two separate pieces of the paper. We
want to continue offering that option to
others and keeping things strange, fresh
and fun while also informative and
compassionate. As we keep changing and
growing, we aim to stay the paper you love.
We want to cover the serious topics while
also keeping light and enjoyable content
that people know and read us for. We
promise not to become too stodgy or
milquetoast in the future. 
We guess what we’re trying to say is, we love
the letters, keep them coming. 

-Editoriala

Letters should be sent with the writer’s name,

address and daytime phone number via email to

letters@alibi.com. They can also be faxed to (505)

346-0660. Letters may be edited for length and

clarity, and may be published in any medium; we

regret that owing to the volume of

correspondence we cannot reply to every letter.

Word count limit for letters is 300 words.

119 San Pasquale ave SW 

505-243-0370
Be Healthy 

Corner is open! 

We are a holistic health shop. 

We have Hala, Ayurvedic and 

Chinese medicines.

We carry Authentic 

Native American salves. 

We carry live and dried herbs. 

We have handcrafted soap, 

candles and incense. 

We heal mind, body and spirit.  

We will have live and dried 

blood microscopy. By years end 

our N.D and master herbalist will 

be on full time.

ANTONIOS NTOUMAS 
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women. “There is an interesting fact that

came out; around the world, in the last few

decades, the suicide rates have gone down

about 30 percent. In the United States, it has

gone up by 3 percent.” The CDC and the

World Health Organization have a category

of deaths classified as deaths of despair. This

includes things like suicide and drug

overdoses. Those numbers have risen so

dramatically that the life expectancy in the

U.S. is now lower than it was during World

War I. In 2017 suicide was the ninth leading

cause of death in New Mexico, the second

leading cause of death by age group for

persons 5 to 34 years of age and the fourth

leading cause of death by age group for

persons 35 to 44 years of age.

“Loneliness plays a huge factor in suicide

when people are feeling more disconnected

from each other.” McCoy Brack said. “And of

course, in 2020, COVID-19—that’s not just

as a certain segment of the population. In

the years that I’ve been doing this work, New

Mexico has always been the top five. The

other states are Montana, Wyoming, Nevada,

Alaska.” McCoy Brack said these states tend

to have a lot of rural communities, and

difficulty in accessing services can play into

statistics. “There is increased accessibility to

firearms, which are the most common way

that people die by suicide.” New Mexico’s

very high rate of poverty is another factor

that plays into suicide, says McCoy Brack.

Kyle Dougherty, associate director at
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Turning Away from the Ledge
Battling suicide in New Mexico

COMMUNITY NEWS | by    Gwynne Anne Unruh

“I
’ve seen lonely times when I could

not find a friend. But I always

thought that I’d see you again.” 

James Taylor’s 1970 song “Fire and Rain”

sings out a message to a friend that

committed suicide. On average one person

dies by suicide every 16.2 minutes. According

to the American Association of Suicidology,

New Mexico was recently ranked No. 1 in the

US for suicides from 2018 to ’19 data. Each

suicide intimately affects immediate family

members, relatives, neighbors, co-workers,

friends, fellow students and healthcare

providers. It can be difficult to talk about our

problems with family and friends.

In 1970 a University of New Mexico

student in distress tried unsuccessfully to find

help one night. Feeling hopeless and alone,

he ended his life. A group of students and

professors decided to start a crisis center

where anyone could call to talk about

whatever was on their mind. Agora Crisis

Center began as one of the first crisis centers

of its kind in the United States. Since then

nearly 5,000 volunteers have helped to

operate the crisis line, and hundreds of

thousands of callers have been helped.

For the past 50 years, Arora Crisis Center,

located on the UNM Campus, has supported

those in crisis to face and understand their

demons rather than trying to escape them

through suicide. Their certified volunteer

crisis hotline specialists provide

compassionate, non-judgmental help for

anyone in need of emotional support. Callers

to the helpline include teens who call to talk

about bullying, college students call to talk

about school, parents call to talk about their

children, elders call to talk about loneliness

and many others. Agora volunteers won’t tell

you how to solve your problem, but they will

help you figure out what options you might

have.

Agora director Molly McCoy Brack said

the center takes a wide variety of helpline

calls from people of all issues on their

helpline. “People call us from all over the

country. And sometimes they call because

they’re just having a bad day, or they need

some resources, or they may be going

through some kind of personal crisis or

trauma which could include thinking of

suicide.”

McCoy Brack said, statistically, the group

with the most dramatic increase in suicide

over the last decade was baby boomer

Agora, was an undergrad at UNM working in

security for the dorm rooms when he got a

call to do a wellness check. He found a girl

threatening suicide. “I sat down and listened

to her for a couple hours, and at the end of

that exchange, she told me that I had really

helped her.” After that interaction he

contacted Agora and immediately signed up

for the training class for volunteers. “It just

felt like the right thing to do, helping people

like that. And I fell in love with it

immediately.”

Since then Dougherty has had just about

every role at Agora Crisis Center. When the

associate director left the organization, Molly

McCoy Brack offered the position to him. “I

feel like this is the most rewarding thing I’ve

ever done in my life. This is the place I’m

supposed to be.” Dougherty said training to

become a Volunteer Certified Crisis Hotline

Specialist is currently offered on line. Those

who are interested in volunteering can

submit an application form online at their

website, agoracares.com.
Agora’s services include their help line,

online emotional support (chat), information
and referrals, volunteer opportunities and
community training workshops. Volunteers
will talk to anyone, anywhere, about whatever
is on your mind as part of the network of
National Suicide Prevention Lifelines across
the country. “If you dial 1-800-273-TALK or
1-800-SUICIDE, it will route you to whatever
crisis line is closest to you. And then, if they

can’t take the call, it will bounce and go to
another crisis line. You always get an answer.
We are always here to help,” McCoy Brack
explained. She said that the FCC just
recently approved a new three-digit number
for a suicide line that people can call for
support will take effect in 2022.

The 24/7 Lifeline Crisis Chat Agora
provides as part of the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline Network has recently
nearly tripled the amount of chats. People
log into the nationalized line by website and
then they are routed to whichever Crisis
Center is available next. “We started doing
chat about 10 years ago, in an attempt to
reach more youth. It has an added level of
anonymity, and also I think that a lot of
young people have grown up in a culture
where they’re used to texting with each other,
and they’re just more comfortable with
texting conversations,” McCoy Brack said.

If you or someone you know is
experiencing deep feelings of worthlessness,
loneliness, grief, domestic violence, abuse,
depression and any other serious challenges
in your life that seem monumental and just
need to talk, or are considering suicide as a
way out, there is help though Agora’s
helpline. They won’t ask your name—only
your zip code and a few other anonymous
questions which help them secure funding.
Their service is confidential and offered free
of charge. They can be reached at (505) 277-
3013, 866-HELP-1-NM or1-800-273-TALK
(National Suicide Prevention Lifeline). a

It gets better. GRAPH BY XANTHE MILLERCOURTESY NEW MEXICO INDICATOR-BASED INFORMATION SYSTEM (NM-IBIS)
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Dateline: Ukraine
A tense hostage situation ended after the
Ukrainian president posted an
endorsement of an obscure Joaquin
Phoenix film on Facebook. Last week
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
posted a short video on Facebook with the
words, “Everyone should watch the 2005
film Earthlings.” The film is a
documentary that exposes practices in the
industrial meat industry. It’s narrated by
Hollywood star Joaquin Phoenix and
promotes the adoption of a vegan lifestyle
to viewers. According to BBC News the
social media post was a response to an
hours-long standoff between police and a
gunman later named as Maksym
Kryvosh—a man authorities say had
multiple prior convictions. Kryvosh
allegedly took 10 people hostage at
gunpoint on a bus in the city of Lutsk. He
claimed that he’d placed an explosive
device somewhere in the city and
threatened to detonate it if his demands
weren’t met. Experts decided against a
full assault, as it posed too much of a risk
to the hostages. After a 7 to 10 minute
phone conversation with Zelensky, the
gunman agreed to let 3 hostages go—a
wounded person, a pregnant woman and
a child—if the president posted the video
to his social media accounts. The gunman
allegedly promised to release the rest of
the hostages within half an hour of the
video being posted. “Everything
happened almost like that,” Zelensky said.
“In 30 to 40 minutes he released all
hostages.” Kryvosh was apprehended
soon after. It’s unclear if the explosive
device he referenced had ever existed.
Interior Minister Arsen Avakov told
reporters that the man would be given a
“lengthy prison sentence.”

Dateline: Texas
A Houston strip club is working through
its COVID-19 economic problems by
offering a drive-thru experience. Houston
Chronicle reports that Vivid Gentleman’s
Club has opened a drive-thru offering
nachos, burgers, chicken sandwiches,
jalapeno poppers and even an “authentic
Italian” pizza that is “handmade in Italy,”
according to the menu. Every car that
comes through the line drives into a white
popup tent where it can stay for a “two-
song limit” while the motorists wait for
their food. Inside the tent are exotic
performers—some wearing face coverings
while others are unmasked. Clubs like

Vivid have not been allowed to reopen
under Texas’ current health orders, but
restaurants are allowed to serve food in
drive-thrus. General manager Gino
DiLollo said the move was made to help
club staff stay employed. “Because to keep
us open, we just can’t do the numbers,” he
said. “We’re not making any money. This
is purely for the staff.” Jada, an entertainer
at Vivid, said the drive-thru is keeping her
afloat in these troubled times. “Luckily
with the club being open,” she said, “I’m
still able to come into work and get money
and take care of my bills.” DiLollo said
he’s trying to get a restaurant license for
the club so he can let customers come
inside.

Dateline: United Kingdom
A British couple recently won the right to
name their baby “Lucifer.” According to
Evening Standard Dan and Mandy Sheldon
lodged an official complaint last week after
the Derbyshire registrar told them that
their son “wouldn’t succeed in life” if he
was called Lucifer and forbade them to use
the name. According to the couple, the
registrar demanded that they leave the
room while she checked to see if they were
allowed to name their son after the
religious figure. “We were really excited to
go and get him registered, but the woman
looked at us in utter disgust,” said Mr.
Sheldon. “She told us he would never be
able to get a job and that teachers wouldn’t
want to teach him. I tried to explain that
we are not religious people, and Lucifer in
Greek means ‘light-bringer’ and
‘morning,’ but she wouldn’t listen.” The
registrar allegedly advised that the couple
name the baby something else and call
him Lucifer at home. “Honestly, we just
thought it was a nice name … a unique
one,” said Mr. Sheldon. “We didn’t expect
to get so much grief about it.” Derbyshire
County Council told reporters that it was
the registrars’ jobs to advise parents on the
meanings of the names chosen for their
children. However, the couple was
eventually allowed to name their son
Lucifer.

Dateline: Missouri
A missing dog was found at her family’s
previous home—nearly 60 miles away
from their current one. According to
KMBC in Kansas, a dog named Cleo went
missing recently from her family’s home
in Olathe, Kan. She was found laying on
the front porch of the Lawson, Mo. house
her family left in 2018. The new
homeowners said Cleo wouldn’t let them
approach her at first, but they were
eventually able to scan her for a microchip
and found that she belonged to the
home’s previous owners. It’s 57 miles from
Olathe to Lawson, and it’s unclear how
Cleo made the trip. She would have had
to cross at least one river. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird

news to josh@alibi.com.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries poet
Lawrence Ferlinghetti is renowned for his
buoyancy. In one of his famous lines, he wrote, “I
am awaiting, perpetually and forever, a
renaissance of wonder.” Here’s what I have to say
in response to that thought: Your assignment, as
an Aries, is NOT to sit there and wait,
perpetually and forever, for a renaissance of
wonder. Rather, it’s your job to embody and
actualize and express, perpetually and forever, a
renaissance of wonder. The coming weeks will be
an especially favorable time for you to rise to
new heights in fulfilling this aspect of your life-
long assignment.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): I live in Northern
California on land that once belonged to the
indigenous Coast Miwok people. They were
animists who believed that soul and sentience
animate all animals and plants as well as rocks,
rivers, mountains—everything, really. Their food
came from hunting and gathering, and they
lived in small bands without centralized political
authority. According to one of their creation
stories, Coyote and Silver Fox made the world by
singing and dancing it into existence. Now I
invite you to do what I just illustrated: Find out
about and celebrate the history of the people
and the place where you live. From an
astrological perspective, it’s a favorable time to
get in touch with roots and foundations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “When I look down,
I miss all the good stuff, and when I look up, I
just trip over things,” says singer-songwriter Ani
DiFranco. I wonder if she has tried an alternate
approach: looking straight ahead. That’s what I
advise for you in the coming weeks, Gemini. In
other words, adopt a perspective that will enable
you to detect regular glimpses of what’s above
you and what’s below you—as well as what’s in
front of you. In fact, I suggest you avoid all
extremes that might distract you from the big
picture. The truth will be most available to you if
you occupy the middle ground.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The Italian word
nottivago refers to “night roamers”: people who
wander around after dark. Why do they do it?
What do they want to accomplish? Maybe their
ramblings have the effect of dissolving stuck
thoughts that have been plaguing them. Maybe
it’s a healing relief to indulge in the luxury of
having nowhere in particular to go and nothing
in particular to do: to declare their
independence from the obsessive drive to get
things done. Meandering after sundown may stir
up a sense of wild freedom that inspires them to
outflank or outgrow their problems. I bring
these possibilities to your attention, Cancerian,
because the coming days will be an excellent
time to try them out.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “Notice what no one
else notices and you’ll know what no one else
knows,” says actor Tim Robbins. That’s perfect
counsel for you right now, Leo. According to my
analysis of the astrological omens, your
perceptiveness will be at a peak in the coming
weeks. You’ll have an ability to discern half-
hidden truths that are invisible to everyone else.
You’ll be aggressive in scoping out what most
people don’t even want to become aware of. Take
advantage of your temporary superpower! Use it
to get a lucid grasp of the big picture—and
cultivate a more intelligent approach than those
who are focused on the small picture and the
comfortable delusions.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “Look on every exit
as being an entrance somewhere else,” wrote
playwright Tom Stoppard. That’s ripe advice for
you to meditate on during the coming weeks.
You’re in a phase of your astrological cycle when
every exit can indeed be an entrance somewhere
else—but only if you believe in that possibility
and are alert for it. So please dissolve your
current assumptions about the current chapter
of your life story so that you can be fully open to
new possibilities that could become available.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): “One must think with
the body and the soul or not think at all,” wrote
Libran author and historian Hannah Arendt.
She implied that thinking only with the head
may spawn monsters and demons. Mere

conceptualization is arid and sterile if not
interwoven with the wisdom of the soul and the
body’s earthy intuitions. Ideas that are untempered
by feelings and physical awareness can produce
poor maps of reality. In accordance with
astrological omens, I ask you to meditate on these
empowering suggestions. Make sure that as you
seek to understand what’s going on, you draw on
all your different kinds of intelligence.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “I always wanted to
be commander-in-chief of my one-woman army,”
says singer-songwriter Ani DiFranco. I think that
goal is within sight for you, Scorpio. Your power
over yourself has been increasing lately. Your ability
to manage your own moods and create your own
sweet spots and define your own fate is as robust as
I have seen it in a while. What do you plan to do
with your enhanced dominion? What special feats
might you attempt? Are there any previously
impossible accomplishments that may now be
possible?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Your
meditation for the coming weeks comes to you
courtesy of author and naturalist Henry David
Thoreau. “We can never have enough of nature,”
he wrote. “We must be refreshed by the sight of
inexhaustible vigor, vast and titanic features, the
sea-coast with its wrecks, the wilderness with its
living and its decaying trees, the thunder cloud,
and the rain which lasts three weeks and produces
freshets. We need to witness our own limits
transgressed, and some life pasturing freely where
we never wander.” Oh, how I hope you will heed
Thoreau’s counsel, Sagittarius. You would really
benefit from an extended healing session amidst
natural wonders. Give yourself the deep pleasure of
exploring what wildness means to you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Author and
activist bell hooks (who doesn’t capitalize her
name) has taught classes at numerous American
universities. She sometimes writes about her
experiences there, as in the following passage. “My
students tell me, ‘we don’t want to love! We’re tired
of being loving!’ And I say to them, if you’re tired
of being loving, then you haven’t really been
loving, because when you are loving you have more
strength.” I wanted you to know her thoughts,
Capricorn, because I think you’re in a favorable
position to demonstrate how correct she is: to
dramatically boost your own strength through the
invigorating power of your love.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Aquarian author
Langston Hughes (1902–1967) was a pioneering
and prolific African American author and activist
who wrote in four different genres and was
influential in boosting other Black writers. One of
his big breaks as a young man came when he was
working as a waiter at a banquet featuring the
famous poet Vachel Lindsay. Hughes managed to
leave three of his poems on Lindsay’s table. The
great poet loved them and later lent his clout to
boosting Hughes’ career. I suspect you might have
an opening like that sometime soon, Aquarius—
even if it won’t be quite as literal and hands-on. Be
ready to take advantage. Cultivate every connection
that may become available.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Author Faith Baldwin
has renounced the “forgive and forget” policy. She
writes, “I think one should forgive and remember.
If you forgive and forget, you’re just driving what
you remember into the subconscious; it stays there
and festers. But to look upon what you remember
and know you’ve forgiven is achievement.” That’s
the approach I recommend for you right now,
Pisces. Get the relief you need, yes: Forgive those
who have trespassed against you. But also: Hold
fast to the lessons you learned through those
people so you won’t repeat them again later. a

HOMEWORK: WHAT DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT

YOURSELF WHEN YOU’RE COMFORTABLE? WHAT

DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT YOURSELF WHEN YOU

FEEL CHALLENGED? FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM 

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded

weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes. The

audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or

(900) 950-7700.

  FREEWILL ASTROLOGY | Horoscopes by Rob Brezsny

THURSDAY AUG 6

Go Sage Yo’self!

Two Worlds NM, a performance art group, is hosting a first Thursday of the month Native and Indigenous actors,

poets, dancers, musicians, and comedy artists. These free to watch virtual performances, happening from 6pm

to 7:30pm, are meant to bring viewers the best of Native and Indigenous artists of all genres. The Thursday, August

6 featured performers include Rhiana Yazzie (Diné) from the New Native Theater in Minneapolis, Jir Anderson (Cochiti

Pueblo) from the JIR PROJECT, Isiah Yazzie (Diné) Native comedian and Christina M. Castro (Jemez Pueblo/Taos

Pueblo) actor for Spider Woman Stories/Native comedian. This is a free community event, live on Zoom, with links

available by email or on Eventbrite. August 6, Live on Zoom. alibi.com/v/77no. (Carolyn Carlson) a

SATURDAY AUG 8

Backyard Science Series

Bernalillo County Open Space is hosting a series of livestreamed gardening events on the Bachechi Open Space

Facebook page. On Saturday, August 8 starting at 2pm, A Gathering of Naturalists will have a panel discussion

with members of the county’s master naturalist program about what a naturalist is, what they do, what projects they

work on and some interesting facts about our metro area’s Open Space gems. This open to all-ages free discussion

will include how the field of environmental conservation is evolving in an era of change due to the global COVID

pandemic, social justice and the climate emergency. Not your style? Then what about on Saturday, August 22 at

2pm you check out a virtual field trip to look for the tracks and signs of wildlife that are found in our uniquely

beautiful urban forest we call the Rio Grande Bosque. The virtual tour will be led by Michael Cox, a member of the

county’s naturalist program and a volunteer at the Sandia Mountain Natural History Center. This free field trip is

suitable for all ages of bug and critter trackers. For more info log on to www.bernco.gov/openspace. August 8 and

22, www.bernco.gov/openspace. alibi.com/v/77nq. (Carolyn Carlson) a

SATURDAY AUG 15

Spicy Online

Looking for a little chile? The 2020 Bosque Chile Festival, a celebration of food, art, and culture on the Rio Grande,

is happening Saturday, August 15 and Sunday, August 16, with times waiting to be officially announced. But due

to COVID-19 and the State of New Mexico public health order, the festival will be presented virtually! There will still

be entertainment, art activities, a virtual artisan market, chile-chef demonstrations, educational workshops and more.

This free, all-ages event is meant to give those stuck at home a chance to see what the state has to offer. If you are

a high-quality chile-inspired and authentic New Mexican business with an e-commerce website and want to be a

vendor, there is still time. Applications are being accepted until Wednesday, August 5. For more information email

bosquechilefestival@bernco.gov. facebook.com/bosquechilefestival alibi.com/v/77nm. (Carolyn Carlson) a

ONGOING TILL AUG 31

Wanted: Your Best Photographs

Shutterbugs gather up your best pieces and pick some to submit for hanging in the new Bernalillo County

headquarters when the gov-peeps move to Alvarado Square, happening now until Monday, August 31. The selected

photographs will be printed in a large scale and format. They will be used to create a welcoming environment for

county customers, county employees and the general public. Some will be used on the windows of the new Bernalillo

County Sheriff’s Office suite. The photographs should represent the history and character of Bernalillo County and

its people, places, landscapes and unique events in our county. There are some big bucks involved as chosen

photographers will receive $1,500, with a limit of one photograph per artist. The chosen photos will become

part of the public art program’s permanent collection. There is no fee or age limit required to submit. For more

information, visit bernco.gov/community-services/current-call-for-entries.aspx. Ends August 31, bernco.gov

alibi.com/v/77np. (Carolyn Carlson) a
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NEWS CITY
BY JOSHUA LEE

Education Secretary On
Reopening
New Mexico Public Education Secretary
Ryan Stewart told reporters that the
department is working on a plan to reopen
schools and get kids back into the
classroom.

In a recent interview with KOB, Stewart
acknowledged the difficulties facing
educators during the pandemic and said
that students need to return to in-person
education. “We know our kids need to be
back in school,” he told reports. “We know
that there is no substitute for strong in-
person learning, and we also know that our
kids have been out for a long time and
everybody is ready to reengage in the
process of getting them back in for that
academic and social needs.”

Stewart raised concerns about costs
associated with continued virtual teaching.
According to the agency head, 23 percent
of New Mexican students do not have
access to a computer or smart device, and
even more are without internet in the home.
He said that $41 million has already been
spent on connecting students to virtual
classes. “Getting the fiber and the
infrastructure out, especially throughout all
of our rural communities, is a tens of
billions of dollars, many years commitment
that we can’t just turn on overnight,” he
said.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham recently
announced that she is halting in-person
school until Sept. 7 at the earliest. “The data
that we have about what’s happening with
COVID in the state of New Mexico is far too
problematic to allow for in-person
education,” she said.

NMRA Files Second
Lawsuit
The New Mexico Restaurant Association is
continuing to battle health orders that ban
indoor dining.

The group has filed two separate
lawsuits against Lujan Grisham over the last
week.

According to KOB a judge with the Fifth
Judicial District Court in Carlsbad granted a
10-day restraining order against the
governor earlier in the week, allowing
restaurants to return to practicing indoor
dining at 50 percent capacity. The State
Supreme Court later issued a stay of that
order and required restaurants to halt all
indoor dining once again.

According to KRQE the group is now
claiming that the state Department of
Health failed to provide documentation
explaining why the governor chose to ban
in-person dining for a second time. In recent
statements the governor has repeatedly
said that she banned in-person dining
because the risk of transmitting COVID-19
rises when people remain in close contact
in enclosed spaces.

BLM Gives More Land for
Border Wall
The federal Bureau of Land Management
has been surrendering land in New Mexico
and Arizona to the US Army for use in the
construction of a border wall.

The Associated Press reports that the
agency has donated over 600 acres of land
from the two states since September 2019.
The most recent donation transferred 12.7
acres in Hidalgo County to the Army to
install power and other utilities there for the
border wall project. a

Slow Dance with the Dead
SDWTD (Self-released)

A brooding dance of bleak proportions,
SDWTD is one man’s take on that cold,
cold wave. Feel it splash over you with
tunes like “I Tried to Be the Nice Guy.”
Within this song drones, “I smile as you
drown your life away, and when you
asked me for a life jacket I turned my
head, and I sailed away.” I highly
recommend getting the cassette (it’s
hard to beat a cassette-only release,
harder still to find a cassette player) if not
for the songs, then for the fact it has a
bat on it. Plus the album includes three
bonus tracks for digital download. Of
those “One Tear Drop” comes close, but
not quite there, to upbeat and danceable.
Riding slow and low, Slow Dance with
the Dead brings to life the undead feel of
drum machine and bass in SDWTD.

Jurmainson Jurmainson
Geographic III: Insect
Proclist (Self-released)

Jurmainson finds inspiration of an
invertebrate kind in Jurmainson
Geographic III: Insect Proclist. Don’t think
of this electronic music as spineless, but
rather a tour through the underbrush
with a thick carapace. John, Paul, George
and Ringo are nowhere to be found as
you ride along on a sisyphean journey in
“Dung Beetle Sound: Scarab Statue”
picturing our dung beetle hero endlessly
pushing shit uphill to this soundtrack.
“Baldfaced Hornet Bee” delivers a flight
of experimental electronica that will
make your reconsider your position on
the murder hornet. In total Jurmainson
has furthered the experiment in this
tightly-packed EP with just enough room
left over to listen to it twice on a far-too-
hot afternoon in the desert while
dreaming of the day the Bugarium
reopens at the Albuquerque Botanical
Gardens. a

SONIC REDUCER
BY CLARKE CONDÉ

SDWTD

Jurmainson Geographic III: Insect Proclist
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Watermelon Cocktail
Steady yourself for unrelenting Summer

BY CLARKE CONDÉ

I
s it even possible to have summer
without watermelon? Clearly, the
answer is no; but as the summer drags

on into the monsoon season, you should
ask yourself two critical questions: 1), have
I had a watermelon cocktail yet this
summer? And 2), why not? Leaving aside
the first question for the moment, let’s
begin with the second, taking a-nuts-and
bolts approach to problem solving to
eliminate at least one of the potential
obstacles to you enjoying a watermelon
cocktail this summer—ignorance of how to
make one.

3 parts fresh watermelon juice
1 part white rum
1 part lime juice
1 part Grand Marnier
Lime to garnish
Ice, if you like

First, assess your ingredients and plans
for the remains of the day to determine if
you are going to make a pitcher of this
stuff or just a glass. Reschedule any
conflicts. Next, start with a fresh
watermelon and juice the whole thing
(excepting seeds and rind, obviously).
That might seem excessive, but it will
demonstrate your commitment to the
cocktail. From there, juice some limes and
steady yourself, because you are going to
be putting Grand Marnier in this drink.
For those uninitiated, Grand Marnier is an
orange liqueur of French derivation that
clocks in just this side of divinity. In this
cocktail, it adds a counterpoint to the
watermelon and lime. Next, add the lime
and rum. A stir will suffice before pouring
it over ice and garnishing with lime. A
blender is unnecessary and noisy. Now
complete, very little remains between you
and your watermelon cocktail. a

FOOD | COCKTAILS by Clarke Condé

CLARKE CONDÉ

That’s Quite a Pickle!
Preserve your veggies for future feasts

If the monsoons have sent your
garden into overdrive in the last few
weeks, you’re likely looking for a way

to deal with the bounty once your crisper
drawers fill up. One quick option is to
pickle something! Pickled veggies keep
for a few weeks. Though, to be honest,
they are so tasty they may disappear
quickly. 

If you grew any garlic last fall and
have some fresh dill in the garden, add
that to a half-dozen pickling cucumbers
and you’re ready to make a crisp, cold
treat. House-made pickles have dozens of
uses, from burgers to salads to an
impromptu snack. Even better, when the
pickles are all gone, you can use the juice
for pickleback shots (serve with whiskey,
vodka or tequila). 

Feel free to experiment with the
seasonings. Brown or yellow mustard
seeds, dried dill and black peppercorns
are dependable stand-bys. But try adding
allspice berries, coriander, green or pink
peppercorns, or small dried chiles to
shake things up. You can peel the cukes
or leave the skin on. Small pickling or
English cucumbers don’t need peeling,
but the larger ones with tough skins can
yield puckered pickles as the flesh pulls
away from the rind. You can also throw in
some thinly sliced rings of Bermuda
onions or scallions.

Fridge Pickles

Brine per 24 oz mason jar:
• 1 cup vinegar (white or cider)
• 1/2-3/4 cup white sugar to taste
• 2 tbl. salt
• Dash each of 3 or 4 spices/seasonings
like dill, mustard seeds, black
peppercorns, etc. or a few sprigs of any
fresh herbs
• 2-3 garlic cloves, smashed with the flat
of a heavy knife
• Bermuda onions or scallions sliced
thinly (optional)

• 2-4 cucumbers sliced in 1/4 inch
rounds, enough to fill the jar
• 1/4 -1/2 cups water

Fill a 24-ounce mason jar with sliced
cucumbers and spices, packed tightly.
Heat the rest of the ingredients in a small
saucepan, stirring until the sugar
dissolves. Turn off the heat, and let the
liquid cool to room temperature. Then
pour into the jar. If any space remains,
add water until the cucumbers are
completely submerged, screw on the lid
and refrigerate. The cucumbers will be
ready to eat in about 24 hours, and the
longer you leave them the more intense
the flavor will be. a

FOOD | KNOW YOUR INGREDIENTS by Xanthe Miller

XANTHE MILLERWe couldn’t pick our favorite pickle pun if we tried.

The watermelon cocktail completes the summer.
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FILM | IDIOT BOX by Devin D. O’Leary

Once upon a time, science fiction
stories existed to give us glimpses
into far-flung futures, worlds that

we either aspired to or feared of becoming.
From Jules Verne’s centuries-spanning
sociological speculation Shape of Things to
Come to the push-button simplicity of “The
Jetsons” to the miniskirt-clad
twentysomething deathwish of Logan’s Run
to the damp and dour inhumanity of Blade
Runner, science fiction has provided us with
portentous blueprints of our myriad
possible futures. But since the turn of the
latest century, science fiction seems to have
shed a lot of its prognostication skills,
offering up oddly familiar “futuristic”
worlds that are little more than thinly veiled
metaphors for our own modern society.
Look no further than red-hot sci-fi
offerings “The Handmaid’s Tale” and
“Westworld” for proof. Aside from a few
plausible, “near future” technical additions
and some amping up of select paranoias,
the shows neatly mirror the look and feel of
today’s iPad-and-smartphone-filled world. 

In taking on Aldous Huxley’s seminal
utopian/dystopian novel Brave New World,
NBC’s newly launched Peacock streaming
service follows this trend, boiling Huxley’s
prescient novel down to a world that—
preponderance of pre-poured concrete
architecture aside—is comfortingly (or
discomfitingly) familiar.

“Brave New World” keeps the overall
framework of Huxley’s work. Sometime in
the future, the city of New London is a caste
system of genetically engineered humans—
from the “perfect” intellectual Alphas to the
dimwitted worker drone Epsilons. Privacy,
monogamy and unhappiness are
considered primitive and selfish. Everyone
lives in a happy, drug-enhanced world of
bliss. Lenina Crowne (Jessica Brown Findlay

from “Downton Abbey”) works at the
Hatchery, birthing the next generation of
test tube citizens. But she’s unsatisfied and
finds herself drifting toward an exclusive
sexual relationship with one of her co-
workers. This aberrent behavior attracts the
attention of her quietly efficient boss
Bernard Marx (Harry Lloyd from BBC’s
“Robin Hood” and HBO’s “Game of
Thrones”), who encourages her to take
more drugs and attend more orgies. But
deep down, Bernard has his own doubts
about his place in this rigidly structured
society.

Lenina and Bernard’s lives take a radical
turn when they opt for a vacation in the
“Savage Lands.” What amounted to a
“primitive” Native reservation in New
Mexico (in Huxley’s original book) has
been updated to a trailer trash theme park
“educating” visitors on the horrors of
ancient life (complete with phony

TUESDAY 4
“Mystery Lab” (Netflix streaming anytime) Netflix

is in an educational mood this week. Host Felipe
Castanhari explores science, history, mysteries and
marvels, uncovering mind-blowing facts with help
from his lab buddies.

“What’s It Worth?” (A&E 7pm) With the “Antiques
Roadshow” nationwide tour called off thanks to
COVID-19, Jeff Foxworthy steps into the gap and
offers appraisals of people’s household junk via
Zoom or Snapchat or something.

“Extreme Unboxing” (A&E 8:01pm) Like “Storage
Wars” only dumber, this reality series “showcases a
group of daring entrepreneurs as they bid on large
pallets of discounted merchandise for pennies on
the dollar, sight unseen.” Viewers get to watch as
each team opens the boxes, revealing the contents
of the boxes for what they hope are big profits.

WEDNESDAY 5
“World’s Most Wanted” (Netflix streaming

anytime) Netflix’s true crime docuseries profiles
heinous criminals who have evaded international
capture. Kinda like “America’s Most Wanted,” but
with accents.

“Coroner” (KWBQ-19 8pm) Serinda Swan
(“Smallville,” “Ballers”) stars in this Canadian
series about a recently widowed coroner who, you
know, solves crimes in Toronto. It’s based on the
Jenny Cooper series of novels by British author
M.R. Hall. a

THIS 
WEEK IN SLOTH

make ends meet in the (fictional) northern English town
of Hawley by committing various petty crimes.

“Get Even” (Netflix streaming anytime) Everybody’s into
British shows this week. A group of schoolgirls forms a
clan to expose bullies at school in this British thriller
based on the YA book series by Gretchen McNeil

“Black is King” (Disney+ streaming anytime) Beyoncé
is the writer, director and executive producer of this
“visual companion to the 2019 album The Lion King: The
Gift.”

“Muppets Now” (Disney+ streaming anytime) Jim
Henson’s famed, felt thespians return for an “unscripted
series featuring three different segments of a game
show, a cooking show and a talk show.” 

The Go-Go’s (Showtime 7pm) Showtime documents
popular ’80s band The Go-Go’s, who became the first
successful all-girl band to write their own songs and play
their own instruments. 

“Martha Knows Best” (HGTV 8pm) For the pilot of her
new show, Martha Stewart shows you how to plant
vegetables—with the help of your estate’s head
gardener.

SATURDAY 1
“NBA Basketball: Los Angeles Lakers vs. Toronto

Raptors” (ESPN 6:30pm) Hey, live sports are back!
And this season your seats are just as good as the ones
Spike Lee has got. 

SUNDAY 2
“Connected” (Netflix streaming anytime) Science

THURSDAY 30
“Frayed” (HBO Max streaming anytime) This

Australian-British comedy-drama, set in 1989,
follows a wealthy London housewife (Aussie
comedian Sarah Kendall) back to her hometown in
Australia following the death of her husband. There
she moves in with her mom and brother and comes
to grips with her checkered past.

“Transformers: War For Cybertron Trilogy”
(Netflix streaming anytime) The latest
Transformers series goes historic, laying out the
origin story of the Transformers universe. As the
Autobots and Decepticons ravage their planet in a
brutal civil war, two iconic leaders (Optimus Prime
and Megatron, obviously) emerge.

“In My Skin” (Hulu streaming anytime) Here we
have a darkly comic coming-of-age tale (evidently,
the Brits call ’em “transitioning” stories) about a 16-
year-old Welsh gal struggling to keep her troubled
homelife (including a mother with bipolar disorder)
a secret from her high school classmates.

FRIDAY 31
“Brassic” (Hulu streaming anytime) Here’s a

comedy-drama about a working class guy named
Vinnie O’Neill (Joseph Gigun) and his pals who

Future Imperfect
“Brave New World” on Peacock

STREAM TIME
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Netflix
Adding July 30: Pirates Who Don’t Do
Anything: A VeggieTales Movie
Leaving July 30: The Incredibles 2
Leaving July 31: Back to the Future, Can’t
Hardly Wait, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,
E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial, Freedom Writers,
Godzilla, Hancock, Hitch, Jarhead, The Pianist,
Romeo Must Die, Salt, Searching for Sugar Man,
Stuart Little, Twister, Willy Wonka & the
Chocolate Factory
Adding Aug. 1: The Addams Family (1991),
An Education, Being John Malkovich, Eternal
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, Hardcore Henry,
Jurassic Park, Mad Max (1979), The
Neverending Story, Ocean’s Twelve, Seabiscuit

Hulu
Leaving July 31: Batman Begins, The
Chumscrubber, The Dark Knight, Freddy vs.
Jason, The Graduate, A Life Less Ordinary,
Slums of Beverly Hills, Soul Food, Tank Girl,
Thelma & Louise, Universal Soldier
Adding Aug. 1: 3:10 to Yuma, A Perfect
Murder, Australia, The Brothers McMullen, Cats
and Dogs, Child’s Play (1988), City Slickers,
Death at a Funeral, Four Weddings and a
Funeral, Hellraiser, The Last Stand, Master and
Commander: The Far Side of the World, My Best
Friend’s Wedding, My Bloody Valentine (1981),
Rain Man, Spare Parts, Stanley & Iris, Star Trek
II: The Wrath of Khan, Top Gun, Ultraviolet
Adding Aug. 3: Dora and the Lost City of Gold

Amazon Prime
Leaving July 31: Death Wish (1974), Dirty
Rotten Scoundrels (1988), Freedom Writers,
Friday the 13th, The Man Who Shot Liberty
Valance, The Pianist, Stanley & Iris, True Grit
(1969), You Can Count on Me
Adding Aug. 1: 3:10 to Yuma, Four Weddings
and a Funeral, Inception, My Bloody Valentine
(1981), Rain Man, Something’s Gotta Give,
Spare Parts, Spider-Man 3, Steel Magnolias, Top
Gun
Adding Aug. 3: Dora and the Lost City of Golda

journalist Latif Nasser investigates the surprising
and intricate ways in which we are connected to
each other, the world and the universe.

“Fridge Wars” (KWBQ-19 7pm) ’Member “Door
Knock Dinners”? This is “Door Knock Dinners.”

“Hiroshima: 75 Years Later” (History Channel
7pm) Leaders, physicists, soldiers and survivors
reflect on the scientific, military and moral
implications of dropping the atomic bomb on
Japan.

“Taskmaster” (KWBQ-19 8pm) Five comedians are
put through a string of ridiculous challenges
(painting a picture of a horse while riding a horse,
making a portrait of a celebrity using only toilet
paper). The ultimate prize? A pot made up of
each contestant’s own personal possessions.

“The Osbourne’s Want to Believe” (Travel
Channel 8pm) The Osbourne family has gone
through a number of identities—from rock
musicians to reality show stars to travel show
hosts. Now, apparently, they’re all a bunch of
paranormal investigators. … Weirdest episode of
“Scooby-Doo” ever.

MONDAY 3
“The Fugitive” (Quibi streaming anytime) In this

update of the popular 1963 TV thriller, an
ordinary dude (actor/model Boyd Holbrook from
“Narcos”) finds himself on the run from a
legendary cop (Kiefer Sutherland) after being
mistakenly blamed for a terrorist attack.

reenactments of Black Friday sales and
shotgun weddings). Here, our city dwellers
cross paths with the story’s other major
character, John the Savage (Alden
Ehrenreich from Solo: A Star Wars Story), an
equally dissatisfied future human—albeit
on who grew up without the benefit of
mood-enhancing drugs, holographic
wardrobe changes and flying cars.

The show jazzes up Huxley’s chilly
original story with some heavy-handed
satire, a god-like computer (gotta have one
of those) and plenty of bullet-riddled
revolution. (To say nothing of Demi Moore,
who shows up as John’s drunken, half-
dressed, sexy wreck of a mother.) Lloyd
pulls off the most successful character,
vacillating between happy obedience to his
wonderful society and a vague, gnawing
doubt that his perfection isn’t quite perfect
enough. Findlay looks good in the part and
injects a bit of passion into the proceedings.
Ehrenreich, on the other hand, comes
across as distinctly bland stripped of Han
Solo’s roguish charisma. 

Between its regular orgies and its Hunger
Games-like love for well-armed class warfare,
the show is never boring, that’s for sure.
But for all its effort, it really never gets a
handle on Huxley’s text. Back in 1932
when it was published, Brave New World
offered a wildly imaginative look at a
scarcely conceivable future. It anticipated
such scientific advancements as assisted
reproductive technology, genetic
engineering and psychological
conditioning. And it pretty much nailed the
free love and drug culture of the 1960s
almost 40 years before Woodstock buried it
all in a field of mud. But Peacock’s “Brave
New World” fails to do any of that. It feels
less like a farsighted glimpse into a future
world of wonder and more like what it is:

An unoriginal, corporate groupthink-
produced sci-fi soap that uses successful
contemporaries like “Westworld” as a
photocopied blueprint.  a
Season 1 of “Brave New World” is available

now on Peacock.

PEACOCK
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E llen Lesperance is a painter
interested in the sweaters worn by
the protesting women during the 19

years of an all-women anti-nuclear protest
outside the gates of the Royal Airforce base
Greenham Common in England
throughout the ’80s and ’90s. Filled with
symbolism developed within its own unique
culture and the influence of concurrent
social movements, the images of these
sweaters have been taken by Lesperance
and used as a pattern to create paintings
that are themselves patterns to create
sweaters. The result is work that is singular
in this time of heightened tensions
worldwide. She is in Albuquerque at
Tamarind Institute this July to create new
work based on this formula as the 2020
Frederick Hammersley Artist in Residence.
Weekly Alibi sat down with Lesperance to
talk about protests, knitting and the
strength of sweaters. The following is an
edited version of that conversation.

Weekly Alibi: How do you describe your
work?
Ellen Lesperance: Paintings. Definitely
paintings. Everything that I paint is filtered
through this knitting vocabulary. So, I don’t
usually get to paint things like accessories
or badges or buttons. Usually, everything
gets literally filtered into a grid in the
paintings. Then the paintings are patterns.
Somebody that knows how to knit could
probably follow them to recreate the
garment. 

Do you consider the paintings final? 
I consider them generative, honestly. In
the past I used to knit almost all of them so
that they were shown, and sometimes they
still are, as a painting with the garment. So,
maybe not final. Maybe as something that
could create something different. The
different thing that’s created could then be
worn and activated.

Where does the protest element come
in?
It’s the source image that is the
inspiration for the patterning. They are
protest sweaters. So even if you don’t
recognize a lot of the symbolism in them
as being ideological, I’m trying to explain
that they are. 

Is it primarily the symbology that
interests you?
It’s primarily the knitwear that interests
me. My interest is in elevating the actual
knit creative direct action, or at least to just
make it known and seen. In all the research
that I’ve done for that protest movement
[the Greenham Common protests], I’ve yet
to find a single piece of knitwear. I’m
interested in just celebrating it and
pointing at it as genius and pointing it out
as art.

You’ve yet to find any of these actual
sweaters?
[The protesters] were totally harassed by
cops. They were perpetually evicted by
cops. They [the cops] would take all their
belongings, put them in a pile and set
them on fire. So, all this shit is just gone.
Doing research, it seems as though they
[the sweaters] were shared. Maybe
communal property or maybe just shared
property, or maybe if somebody knew that
somebody was going to an event that they
were going to wear it. I’m really interested
in the life of those objects and how they
point to various histories that people don’t
know about.

All from this one certain protest
movement?
I know there are some that are really
specific to Greenham Common, then a lot
of them are more kind of specific to late
second-wave feminism. 

Sweaters are soft. Protests are hard.
Sweaters are very strong though. I have
sweaters that my grandmother knit for my
father and they’re fine. They also have
lanolin in them and they repel rain.

ARTS | INTERVIEW    by Clarke Condé    

What We Wear When We Protest
Ellen Lesperance on sweaters

They’re great for living outside. So, they
are soft in the sense that they have a
conjuring of maybe some sort of
matriarchal teaching or something and
they’re literally soft, but they’re hardy.

Tell me about the sweater you created
for courageous acts, “Congratulations
and Celebrations.”
Your question about whether I think of the
paintings as final is important for that
piece. I was watching people buy my work,
specifically buying the work that’s paired
with a sweater. My intention was that this
sweater would get used, but people would
just put in art storage. I was trying to figure
out a way to actually get a sweater to live.
This sweater is loaned out and it’s been
loaned out for five years now. Anybody that
wants to wear it to prompt an act of
courage, completely self-defined, can do
that.

CLARKE CONDÉ

Where is the sweater now?
It’s in Baltimore. I ask them [the
courageous people who get the sweater]
to give me an image, and then it gets
posted on Instagram. But most of the
time, people really want to give me their
story of wearing it, too. So, all of that
lives on Instagram.

What made you choose Instagram?
It is totally open access. Anybody can DM
me. Anybody can follow me. 

Obviously, we’re in an era now of
heightened protests coming from the
left and the right. Thoughts on the
current times of leaf blowers, yellow
vests and guns?
The optics of the Portland protests right
now are pretty fascinating. The black bloc
people wear all black, they wear combat
boots, they wear black masks. In
Portland, a lot of people are just
improvisational at this point, with not a
lot of money and not a lot of things
open. So, people are wearing bike
helmets and people are using umbrellas.
I think the umbrella might have some
symbolic longevity.

Certainly in Hong Kong.
People are using pool noodles in
Portland. 

What do they use the pool noodles
for?
I guess to hit things without it being an
act of force.

What happens when protest wear
ends up as couture next year?
That’s not my favorite thing.

It’s bound to happen.
I think that there’s a difference, which is
again maybe why I’m so drawn to these
hand-knit objects. I think there’s a
difference between things that are mass-
produced and predefined. There’s just
the weirdness that a person comes up
with and they’re doing it on their own.
It’s a mix of symbols and a mix of colors
they use. It’s not symmetrical, there’s
different things going on in the front and
the back. It’s more human. It’s not
connected to capital at all.

Was there a code between individual
members of a protest movement to
identify each other, or were the
symbols used to speak to a larger
audience? 
There are symbols that are being
repeatedly used that I don’t think you
would know, but somebody who was
lesbian in 1983 would surely know. There’s
definitely communication and then there
is a way to prompt coverage. a

Find Ellen Lesperance on Instagram

@congratulationsandcelebrations

and learn more about her work at

Tamarind Institute at

tamarind.unm.edu

Ellen Lesperance at the Tamarind Institute
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T ime was you could go places in
New Mexico and one of the crazier
places you could go to was the

Tinkertown Museum on the Turquoise
Trail in Sandia Park. There you would find
an amorphous structure and grounds that
displayed a genuine fear of blank spaces
and the unbounded creative output of its
creator, Ross Ward. Sadly, Ward died in
2002 and the global pandemic has
temporarily shuttered the doors of the
Tinkertown Museum, but the new book The
Tinker of Tinkertown: The Life and Art of Ross
Ward is a tribute to his work and a creative
life well lived.

Ward started early in life as a painter
and woodcarver, falling in with the circus
scene as a backdrop artist and sign painter
adding a distinctive Wild West flair to
traveling shows. From there he found his
way to New Mexico in 1968, beginning
work on what would become Tinkertown in
1981, making it about as close to a
traveling circus as a stationary place can be.

Written by his wife Carla Ward, The
Tinker of Tinkertown is one part
biography and three parts portfolio. If
you know anything about Ross Ward, it
should be that he was prolific. His
drawings, paintings, carvings fill this

A Life Made While You
Were Watching TV
The Tinker of Tinkertown

book in a style equally devoid of white
space. Driven by his early adoption of
the motto, “I did all this while you were
watching TV,” Tinkertown itself became
the repository and living embodiment
of that life’s work. This book is both a
remembrance of his life and an
extension of his creation that still lives
on at the Tinkertown Museum, albeit in
a mothballed state like so much else.

If there is a takeaway lesson from The
Tinker of Tinkertown it is that a creative
life is one lived with intention and
curiosity. Ward clearly had both in
spades, but beyond that, it is clear that
he put his talent to use in a way that
simply made people happy. There is just
not enough of that going around these
days, and this book is a reminder that
we all have the same 24 hours (and the
same devastating pandemic). Use them
wisely. a

 ARTS | ARTS MAGNIFIED by Clarke Condé

“The Tinker of Tinkertown: 

The Life and Art of Ross Ward”

By Carla Ward

Tinkertown Press

CLARKE CONDÉ
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A
lright, everyone. It’s time to put on
our tin foil hats. One of the
stranger parts of working within

the journalism sector is the amount of
unsolicited “anonymous” tips you get. This
isn’t to say I don’t want them. In fact, I love
them. You never know what rabbit hole you
will be led down from the simplest things.
The biggest set of tips I’ve been given are
in regards to the restaurant industry and
COVID-19 guidelines. It’s fair, as the
former food editor of the paper, to assume
I have the connections to deep dive and
solve what is going on. Maybe those are
just the easiest targets. I’ll preface all of
what is to come with this: I won’t be
speaking about anyone specifically that was
passed to me through private channels, as I
could not reach anyone for comment at the
time of publishing and will not publish
anything I cannot personally verify as
truth. So, who is and isn’t following
COVID-19 reporting guidelines?

Let’s begin with the best resource we

have. The New Mexico Environment

Department (env.nm.gov) has been the

point of contact for many businesses that

deal with the public in terms of proper

closing and reopening strategies when a

case of COVID-19 has been discovered. In

fact they have numbers from their rapid

response testing program that will let you

personally peruse the list of places that have

had cases discovered, and when. This allows

you to do your own version of contact

tracing, making sure that you might have

avoided any kind of exposure. Speaking

with Maddy Hayden, the Public Information

Officer with the NMED, the current

response to finding a COVID-19 positive

case within a business activates a response

from the office to work with the employers.

There are a few basic steps a business

needs to follow from that point. The first is

the business needs to shut down, followed

by a very thorough cleaning and

disinfecting of the business. Afterward the

NMED asks that most of the employees

get tested, depending on their risk of

exposure. They then help them outline a

safety plan going forward to prevent any

other possible risks of infections. Finally

they ask them to commit to retesting at a

later date to ensure everyone is happy,

healthy and safe. What this leaves us with

is a fairly comprehensive system to make

sure COVID-19 in workplaces is handled

in a safe and effective way, and that the

spread doesn’t overtake the industry

overnight.

Comprehensive Enough?
With a system so comprehensive, where

could anything go wrong? This isn’t to say

NMED is doing anything wrong per se,

but it’s more of a question on the validity

of the system as a whole. In the past weeks,

we’ve all seen a few favorite restaurants

pop up with Facebook posts announcing

short-term closures while they handle a

COVID-19 case, and we all applaud them

for doing the right thing, albeit under

threat of more strict enforcement. Yet, with

the amount of new cases happening daily,

the number feels a little low. So there are

two things to know for this next part to

make sense. The first is the Health

OPINION | by Dan Pennington

Insurance Portability and Accountability

Act, or as anti-maskers have come to know

it, the magical acronym you can yell in

public to avoid wearing a mask because of

medical reasons. (Side note: This is

patently not true, and if you don’t believe

me, check out next week’s write-up on it.)

More commonly referred to as HIPAA, this

1996 medical act was passed to provide

more protections to patients. Specifically, it

included a little thing about privacy in it,

namely that it required the protection and

confidential handling of protected health

information. 

For example, let’s look at the double-

edged sword of service dogs. The work

they can do is pretty amazing, and they

give people a chance to live a more

functional and happy life without the need

for any number of different things that the

dog replaces. From mobility assistance to

life-saving preventative alerts about

oncoming seizures, a service dog has a lot

of versatility. Because of that, and the

ability for them to be legal without any

professional training, service dogs have

been a lot more prolific in the public eye in

the past decade, so ease of access has

gotten better for people using them. The

thing is you can’t ask someone why they

have a service dog. Or, to be more specific,

a business can’t ask, legally. You, as a

regular person, can do so, but you’ll look

like an ass, so it’s better to avoid it. That’s

the power HIPAA grants an individual,

along with protections afforded by the

Americans with Disabilities Act. Their need

for a service dog is between them, the dog

and their doctor. Said double-edged caveat

is that there was a rise of people who called

dogs “service dogs” when they very clearly

aren’t, but businesses only have a few

things they can legally ask to infer if the

dog is legitimately working or a tiny

Chihuahua that enjoys pooping in various

places publicly. 

The second important factor for tracing

COVID exposure via businesses is which

kind of test a person takes. Not in terms of

antibody or viral testing, but where. If you

go to a Department of Health testing site,

those results will be publicly known and

reported to your workplace, which triggers

the whole system we talked about up top.

What if it’s done privately at a hospital?

The system shifts quite a bit. For example,

let’s say you go to Lovelace and get tested,

and it comes back positive. Lovelace is

legally not allowed to tell anyone but you

or an appointed guardian that your results

were positive. When this happens, the case

is still logged in the statewide total, but

your employer doesn’t know. Now, morally,

you can tell your employer about this, but

this means you will probably be put on

leave, paid or unpaid depending on your

workplace. (But let’s admit it, this is

America, it’ll be unpaid.) From there it’s in

the hands of each individual person to

report the illness or not. Even if you tell

your employer, they can choose to not tell

the state or fellow employees. The

scummier people may even refuse to give

you leave. As far as word on the street

goes, that isn’t happening. (Though if it is,

let us know!) 

A Discussion on Honesty and Reporting
COVID-19 testing exposes gaps in reporting and response

Frontier recently had a case pop up, but took the time to shut down and properly reopen safely. 
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This is where the breakdown is

occurring. Legally, a private hospital

cannot share your results, so it is

essentially a game of telephone based on

morals. Maybe you’re a restaurant that

found out you had an employee test

positive right before the last weekend of

dine-in eating and chose to stay open to

grab that last bit of business. Maybe

everything will be OK. Or maybe you have

a few asymptomatic carriers working

directly with the public. Sure, businesses

are taking more precautions to keep

people safe, but if they were 100 percent

perfect, then it would be publicly

mandated and everyone would exist

happier. They’re not, and at some point,

new infections could crop up from that.

With the two-week waiting period to see

symptoms, the disease gets some legs to it

and it spreads. You see where this is all

going, right? 

Where Compassion and

Logic Meet
It’s essentially a giant cluster of problems.

Currently, all privately taken tests give

businesses an easy excuse out of “we didn’t

know,” thereby circumventing the system

in place to ensure it stops. It would be a lie

to say any of us believe every business

owner in this state cares more about public

health than they do their own financials,

and to some degree, I get it. As a whole,

the federal government is giving people

the bare minimum to stay afloat, and that

distribution of support is uneven,

uncertain and being cut back or dropped.

From the lowest paid worker to the highest

in any workplace, everyone is feeling the

same fear of “What’s going to happen

tomorrow? Will I still have income?” 

Additionally, there’s the matter of

getting tested. Current feedback from the

community shows that it’s still not efficient

or easy. Visiting a test location can result in

extreme wait times. (Some of the more

heinous horror stories I’ve heard are

upwards of four hours.) And while the tests

are still free regardless of insurance, many

are still reporting receiving a bill of $100

plus, which is never fun. With people

living paycheck to paycheck already, the

incentive for telling on yourself that you’re

sick means losing any income you might

have and potentially doing the same for all

your coworkers. 

I get that I’ve been talking a lot about

financial stress, wealth inequality and the

state of the country’s crumbling system

that ignores a large swath of citizens who

OPINION | by Dan Pennington

fall below a certain income level, but it’s all

very much tied into the larger issues of

what is going on. We have to acknowledge

at some point this isn’t working, especially

when we look at the rest of the world and

see the dramatic difference in the

handling of coronavirus compared to the

United States. Before all of this started,

people were still having to make

GoFundMe’s for medical expenses, and

despite what it may feel like, that still

hasn’t changed. Add a global pandemic to

the mix, and going to the hospital

becomes downright horrifying, as Erin

Beck covered a few weeks back right here

in the Alibi. For many, they have no idea if

COVID-19 treatment in a hospital is free

(currently, the federal government and

most health insurance providers say they

are covering/waiving the cost of treatment)

or how long they’ll be in there. In some

states (thankfully, not ours) hospitals are

reaching capacity, which means even if you

needed treatment, you might not be

eligible for a proper care system. 

The point is I sympathize with the fear

of reporting your case if you tested

privately for COVID-19. Earnestly, I get

that the fallout of it could be potentially

bad, and to look out for yourself first is

human nature. But I reach out to you, in

full sincerity, to ask you for empathy and

humanity. Not reporting means you could

be putting your coworkers and their

families at risk. You could be putting any

customer who comes through the doors of

your workplace at risk. The path to victory

over all this is through unity. Knowing who

has caught it and who hasn’t is the

ultimate goal here, if we can definitively

test every person. In order to do that, we

have systems in place to help stop

accidental cases. Contact tracing has

proven a great way to notify someone

when they were at risk. Shutting down and

testing everyone from an infected location

is another solution that has helped keep

people safe. But all of this only works if

we’re open and honest with each other. 

If I may let me reframe it another way.

In every single zombie movie ever made,

there is always that one guy. You know who

I’m talking about. The headstrong, self-

righteous thinks-they’re-the-hero-but-is-

really-the-group-asshole survivor who gets

bit and tells no one. They think they’re

stronger than the virus, or that they’ll get

to live a little longer if they don’t tell

anyone. In earnest when has that person

ever been viewed by the audience in a

good light? It’s always met with groans,

head slaps and frustration, usually

resulting in the needless death of a much

more loved survivor, followed by their own.

Narratively, it’s exciting and makes for

great cinema. But when it comes to real

life, it’s just kind of a dick move. 

No one can make you self report if you

don’t use the public test sites. But consider

the long-term ramifications. We’re what

feels like an impossible number of months

into this pandemic, and most signs point

to this being the first wave, which is

typically the smallest of the dreaded

normal three. I don’t want this to keep

going on. You don’t want this to keep

going on. Let’s just do it right so we can go

back to hugging each other and going to

concerts. I miss live music rumbling

through my chest. I miss drinks in a bar

with friends. I miss hugging my family.

Can we all just agree to be honest and

decent people? It’s the least we could all

do for each other.  a

Got a tip or story you want us to follow up

on? Know of a business endangering

employees or customers? Check out the

COVID-19 section of our site to submit

information to our tip line! Your name

won’t be used in print for anything we

uncover. 

Hope you like the view while you wait to get tested.
   

CLARKE CONDÉ
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We’re back!
Albuquerque's Weekly Alibi Newspaper 

has returned after a brief  hiatus. 

As part of our newly relaunched print edition, we are 

trying to find ways to serve as an even better voice for 

our local community. 

Going forward, we would love for our news section to 

feature editorials/opinions from as many different local 

organizations and community leaders as possible, 

addressing timely issues important to them.

If anyone in your organization would be interested in 

taking advantage of this platform and reaching our 

thousands of readers throughout Albuquerque, Santa 

Fe, Belen, Bernalillo and Rio Rancho, 

please contact us at editorial@alibi.com for details.
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“Exposure to lead could present
physical signs and symptoms including
pain, paresthesia/muscle weakness,
abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting,
diarrhea, constipation, poor appetite,
weight loss, symptoms associated with
encephalitis, metallic taste in the mouth,
shock, hemolysis or kidney damage,”
FDA said in a notice published last week.

Consumers are advised to destroy any
bottles of Tasty Drops, Purfurred, Made
by Hemp, Herbal Renewals, Barkley
Bistro, A Clean Choice, BC Hemp, Boost
IV Hydration and Acadia Farms branded
CBD oils purchased since June.

The FDA made a point of confirming
that it did not endorse the products being
recalled.

More Companies Join
Suit Against DOH

Two cannabis producers, a
cannabis manufacturer, a

testing laboratory and a
cannabis patient filed
petitions against the New
Mexico Department of

Health’s new set of rules—
following on the tails of two

other petitions that were filed last
week. What a mouthful.

Earlier this month Ultra Health filed
a petition claiming that the new set of
medical cannabis regulations released
by the DOH had been copied from other

state plans with little to no consideration
of New Mexico’s particular needs. Ultra
Health CEO and President Duke
Rodriguez told reporters, “They need to
go back, listen to stakeholders and start
the entire process over.”

Last week Scepter Lab, cannabis
manufacturer Vitality Extracts and
cannabis producer G&G Genetics joined
in the fun with their own petitions.
Medical cannabis patient and licensed
cannabis grower Heath Grider also filed a
petition.

As NM Political Report’s Andy Lyman
points out, the plaintiffs’ lawyers are a
telling group. New Mexico Speaker of the
House Brian Egolf is representing Ultra
Health, former N.M Public Regulations
Commissioner Jason Marks is
representing Scepter Lab and Vitality
Extracts, State Senator Jacob Candelaria
is representing G&G Genetics and former
Libertarian attorney general candidate
Blair Dunn and First Congressional
District candidate Jared Vander Dussen
are representing Grider.

All of the petitioners are claiming that
the new rules were arrived at arbitrarily
and demand that they be reconsidered. a

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS by Joshua Lee

Joe Biden is well on his way to turning
the Democratic Party into
“Republican-lite.” Just look at exhibit
A: The purportedly leaked draft of

the Democratic National Committee’s
official 2020 platform—which does not
include marijuana legalization.

We’ve been watching Biden closely
these recent weeks, and his tendency to
appear like a time traveler from the distant
past who can’t keep his words straight is
the least of our concerns. As I mentioned
here recently, his history with cannabis
legalization is just awful. Biden has been a
proponent of the Drug War since day one.
Although he was blocked at every turn, he
tried on multiple occasions to expand
drug laws and increase the penalties
associated with it while extending the
reach of federal authority over offenders.

Back in the ’90s, the former vice
president and scourge of lying dog-
faced pony soldiers everywhere
tried to introduce “military-style
boot camp prisons” that could
serve as an alternative sentencing
option for drug offenders—an
option that doesn’t seem to fall in
line with current party-line attitudes
toward not only weed, but also the
incarceration of non-violent offenders.

That’s what I thought anyway. The
leaked draft appears to prove once
again that the DNC doesn’t give one
tittle about what the voters want, or
they’d care about the 78 percent of Dems
who want cannabis legalized at the federal
level according to a Gallup poll. It also
proves that the DNC is more in line with
Biden than many thought.

It should be kept in mind that this was a
draft of the party platform and not a
finalized document, however. It also wasn’t
supposed to be seen by the public yet
(ahem—supposedly). And cannabis reform
is mentioned directly.

“Democrats will decriminalize
marijuana use and reschedule it through
executive action on the federal level,” the
document says. “We will support
legalization of medical marijuana, and
believe states should be able to make their
own decisions about recreational use.” The
party also says it wants to automatically
expunge “all past criminal convictions for
cannabis use.” Of course it also said it
would close Guantanamo Bay way back in
2012, and we all saw how that went.

Hopefully that doesn’t mean New
Mexico’s Dems are planning to jump
ship too. In 2018 the N.M. Democratic
party pledged to legalize cannabis
statewide. Washington may have
forgotten us, but I’d like to see our local
leaders keep their promises.

Nationwide CBD Recall
A CBD company is recalling dozens of pet
and human hemp products after the
Florida Health Department notified it of
lead contamination.

Marijuana Moment reports that the
recall was initially announced last month
by MHR Brands, a Florida-based hemp
company. Dozens of CBD tinctures made
by the company and its subsidiary InHe
Manufacturing were said to be
contaminated with lead. An independent
analysis reportedly showed that the oil
wasn’t the actual issue, though—it was
lead-contaminated droppers that were
produced by a third-party manufacturer.

The Food and Drug Administration is
helping to amplify the recall
announcement in the hopes of preventing
any adverse health effects. So far the
agency has not reported any complaints of
health complications resulting from the
use of the tinctures, but it’s advising
anyone who purchased the products to
dispose of them and monitor their health.

Just Say No
Dems fail to support cannabis legalization
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and disinfects after
each appointment!
Doing massage
Monday-Saturday 9
am till 6 pm to make
an appointment
please call (505) 295-
9458 Lic# 9993 

MASSAGE  $40
AN
APPOINTMENT
Deep tissue massage

Place your ad: alibi.com/ads | classifieds@alibi.com | (505) 346-0660 ext 248

Employment
TEACHERS
NEEDED
Elementary school
teachers needed.
Small, family-friendly
private school in NE
ABQ. Degree
preferred, work
equivalent ok. Must
be available to start
in 1 week. Email
resume to

fedah.abdelhack@sal
amacademy.org or
call 505-888-7688

THE WEEKLY ALIBI

CLASSIFIEDS are a

great deal! Call 346-

0660 ext. 248.

WEEKLY ALIBI

READERS SPAN

every generation,

from the Baby

Busters to the Baby

Boomers. Distributed

throughout Abq, Rio

Rancho, Corrales,

East Mountain,

Bernalillo, Placitas,

Santa Fe and Los

Lunas. The Alibi is

available at

restaurants, grocery

stores, college

campuses, select

retailers and various

downtown locations.

Coverage includes

politics, humor, film,

opinion, music, art

and the most

comprehensive

entertainment guide

in Nuevo Mexico.

¡Arriba!

Body & Soul

w
Online
mindful

recovery
MINDFULNESS
SKILLS FOR
ALCOHOL
RECOVERY ONLINE
GROUP The @UNM
Alcohol Specialty
Clinic and Substance
Use Disorder Grand
Challenge are

offering a free online
alcohol recovery
group to NM
Residents. Please
call (505) 277-5165.

Licensed

Massage

Massage 
Young college
student located near
the university in a
clean studio.. cleans

Classified
Real Estate
Apartments

NEWLY

RENOVATED

NEWLY
RENOVATED,
furnished studios.
Laundry Onsite.
Cable & Utilities
INCLUDED. Call now:
505-226-6932

LOW RATES!

BRAND NEW Fully
Furnished Studio
Apartments – no
credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

LOW RATES!

BRAND NEW Fully
Furnished Studio
Apartments – no

credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

Rooms/Roommat

es

Northeast

w
FURNISHED
ROOM

Quiet,safe area close
to CNM Nth. Seeking

clean,quiet, long
term (preferred)
person. Single
occupancy only, No
pets/kids.Access to
exercise/pool
table/hottub.294-
7209 MSG
$350/mo+1/3util$25
0DD

Hot stone foot
Swedish massage
LMT 6320

YOU WILL GET

RESULTS when you

place your classified ad

in the Weekly Alibi. Call

346-0660 ext. 248

today!

Other
Buy/Sell/Trade

w
BUYING

DIABETIC TEST 

STRIPS FOR $CASH$

& FREE PICK-UP!

Highest CASH Prices

Paid In NM For Your

Diabetic Test Strips

And FREE Pick-UP!

Help Others(Those

Without Insurance) &

Make Money Too!

Call: 505-203-6806

READER NOTICE: The

State of New Mexico

Department of

Regulation and

licensing requires

registration numbers

for individuals who

practice massage

therapy. These

registration numbers

are included in all ads

within category 300.

Advertisers in this

category are

registered and

licensed by the State

of New Mexico and

are trained and

certified for

therapeutic massage.

Advertisers in

category 300 do not

perform sexual

massages. Any

concerns regarding

any of the advertisers

in this category

should be directed to:

Weekly Alibi.
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CROSSWORD | "CENSOR-Y OVERLOAD" -- JUST CAN'T SAY WHAT'S HAPPENING | by Matt Jones

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE AT ALIBI.COM

TOON PAGE | @thethingimexcitedabout

2020 Matt Jones
Across

1 "Groovy" relative
4 Bitter-tasting
9 With celerity
13 Citrus beverage suffix
14 "Awesomesauce"
15 Set of principles
17 Censored hearty meat entree?
19 Clue options
20 Heavy metal's Motley ___
21 Censored mugful for Harry Potter?
23 Prepare for a sale, maybe
25 Domain of a bunch of Ottos, for short
26 Tango requirement?
27 Hundreds of wks.
28 Brief calm
32 Biblical peak
34 Outdoor eating areas
36 They precede Xennials
37 Poker player's censored post-hand challenge?
41 Protagonist of Netflix's "Never Have I Ever" 
(or a Hindu goddess)
42 Detestable
43 Medicine show bottleful
46 Went 9-Across
47 Start of many California city names
50 "The Family Circus" cartoonist Keane
51 Classical opening
53 Potable, so to speak
55 Clearly inflamed, but censored?
60 Toe the line
61 Soap that's evidently 0.56% impure
62 Unable to escape censorship?
64 Receive at the door
65 Boxer Fury
66 Pastrami sandwich bread
67 Filmdom's suave bloodsucker, for short
68 Introduce yourself
69 Brit. reference work

Down

1 Pale imitation
2 Passionate fan
3 Fine specimens
4 Teensy invader
5 Salad with bacon and egg
6 Waltz violinist Andre with PBS specials
7 "Colors" rapper
8 Profoundness
9 Oscar winner for playing Cyrano de Bergerac in 
1950
10 Basic travel path
11 Closet-organizing device
12 Dance in "The Rocky Horror Picture Show"
16 $100 bills, slangily
18 It has a bed and a floor
22 Period of importance
24 Garbage bag brand
29 Pac-12 athlete
30 Long ride to the dance
31 Laundry piles
33 Kindling-making tools
34 Paris's Rue de la ___
35 Barber's cut
37 No longer worried
38 Villainous sort
39 Name of anonymity
40 Melville sailor Billy
41 Litter
44 Lined up
45 British singer-songwriter Chris
47 Defensive specialist in volleyball
48 Cyclops feature
49 Did some videoconferencing, maybe
52 Passing remarks?
54 Hold up
56 Operatic solo
57 "Shepherd Moons" Grammy winner
58 Online crafts marketplace
59 Christopher Robin's "silly old bear"
63 Ending for pepper
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