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embezzlement and larceny. But not all of

us are so lucky to live so close to our

banks! Hey, I’ll be here all week. The point

is, with this information, we can arm

ourselves with knowledge to understand

the deeper inner workings of our

neighborhoods. With it, we are more in

control of what is happening around us

and can react in real time. Strangely

enough, in some ways, crimemapping.com

can be part of the conversation about

defunding the police. 

The entire point of the Defund the

Police movement is that police

departments are doing a lot of work that

doesn’t fall within what their job duties

should be. Mental health calls and

nonviolent crimes shouldn’t require

someone armed with a gun to handle. On

their own site, crimemapping.com says,

“Our goal is to assist police departments in

reducing crime through a better-informed

citizenry. Creating more self-reliance

among community members is a great
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OPINION | by Dan Pennington

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
Crimemapping.com makes knowing your neighbor easier than ever

T
   hings just aren’t the way they used

to be. It’s a phrase some of the

old-timers love to toss around. It’s

true. As time passes, things will inevitably

change. The places we call home can go

through growth spurts, seeing new

developments bring an increase of

homeowners to the area and changing or

shifting the demographic of the

neighborhood completely. What might

have been a great community area for the

elderly might become the hot new area for

young couples to move into. The point is

that our community spaces aren’t these

little holdouts of existence forever. When

they change, a piece of the area changes

with it. Do you know your neighborhood

as well as you think you do? 

Welcome to crimemapping.com, a

website that is “developed by TriTech

Software Systems to help law enforcement

agencies throughout North America

provide the public with valuable

information about recent crime activity in

their neighborhood.” How does it work?

Well, we gave it a try to see what

information was available. For example, I

live in the International District. Searching

my address, I saw my neighborhood lit up

like a Christmas tree. I know that, a while

back, some people in my neighborhood

had an entire mariachi band performing

for eight hours straight in their yard. I

didn’t see an issue with it; it was nice to

have live music to listen to, but I can see

that within the last week, those same

neighbors had received a noise complaint

for “disturbing the peace” with a loud

party. Maybe one of my other neighbors

just doesn’t like trumpets. 

But that isn’t all crimemapping shows

on the page—though knowing where the

big parties are is definitely useful if you’re

looking to make new friends. Let’s say you

are planning to move to a new

neighborhood and you’re afraid someone

might give your car the good old “New

Mexican Valet Service,” if you know what I

mean. You can view all the auto thefts in

an area for up to four weeks prior, or

longer if you feel like punching in a

custom date range. Huzzah! Now you

know if a garage is a luxury or a necessity

if you are looking for a home in a certain

area. 

    Now, all this info is useful on it’s own;

but wait, there’s more. Let’s say you have a

suspicion that physical abuse may be

happening next door. You hear some

things from the kitchen window, and you

aren’t entirely sure how calm of a fight

your neighbors might be having. Well, the

best step is to check out the address and

see if there is any prior history. For

example, if that household has had—like

one in my neighborhood—eight prior calls

related to aggravated assault, then odds

are good you should probably make a

phone call. 

One location within my neighborhood

has multiple incidents of theft,

That part that looks like Pac Man? Disturbing the peace. 

Even Tanoan isn’t safe from the scurge of “noise complaints.”

benefit to community-oriented policing

efforts everywhere and has been proven

effective in combating crime.” Which is

kind of the point of the movement. If a

social worker is better suited to handle

someone experiencing a mental health

crisis and can quickly deescalate a

situation, rather than an officer who is

trained to protect themselves and others

from threats, we can reduce potentially

fatal interactions from ever happening. 

There’s a long way to go before we have

a more cohesive situation in place that will

keep communities securely safe. Things

really aren’t the way they used to be, and

the unfortunate reality is that APD is still

stretched thin right now. That means

longer wait times and unsatisfying

resolutions can happen if police are being

called to handle things that aren’t

necessary for them to resolve. Knowing

our neighbors, our communities and our

lifelines that can handle problems means

we can “flatten the curve” in a new way. a
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Eyes On Our Guns
County wants citizen eyes on the sheriff, better gun safety

COUNTY MATTERS | by    Carolyn Carlson

F
ree money, gun safety and eyes on

the sheriff met Bernalillo County

Commissioners when they faced

down a dense agenda upon their return

Aug. 11 to the Zoom government table.

Come and Get Your

Bucks!
There is about $1.5 million still available

for small businesses struggling with the

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. At its

August meeting, the commission approved

a second round of CARES grant

applications. The first application window

began June 22, and 178 businesses

submitted applications the first day.

During the first round the county rejected

about 80 applications and funded 345

grants totalling $3.2 million. Those

getting the up-to-$10,000 grants were

food service, short-term lodging and

fitness places, among other small

businesses. To get some free money,

businesses must be either for-profit or

nonprofit in Bernalillo County, have a

business license, not more than 50

employees and no more than $3 million in

annual taxable income. For more

information on the grant program, go to

www.bernco.gov.

Eyes on The Sheriff
Creating a nine-member board to keep a
citizen eye on the sheriff ’s department will
be heading back to the commission table
in September for a final vote.
Commissioners approved, on a 3 to 2
margin, to get public input on an
ordinance to create an advisory panel that
would look into the Sheriff Department’s
four operational P’s: policies, practices,
processes and procedures. It would also
give the civilian board the power to call in
outside experts to take a closer look
through audits and other reviews.

Needless to say, Sheriff Manny

Gonzales is not a fan of this idea and said

it was unnecessary and an overreach.

Instead, he said the commissioners should

do a ride-along with a deputy to see just

how in touch the Sheriff ’s Department is

with the community. Earlier that day

Sheriff Gonzales had a chit-chat with the

person occupying the White House under

the guise of President about progress

being made by the federal agents who look

like storm troopers prowling metro-area

streets. After the pair’s conversation, the

top Orange Meanie tweeted a shout-out to

Gonzales. Ugh. 
Commissioners Lonnie Talbert and

Steven Michael Quezada gave the thumbs
down to the idea. Luckily, Commissioners
Jim Collie, Debbie O’Malley and Charlene
Pyskoty said that it sounded like a good
idea to have citizens involved in the
process. Yay!

Safer Guns, Can It Be?
Back in June 2018, Commissioners Talbert

and Quezada asked for a citizen dialogue

on gun safety. Bernalillo County

contracted with New Mexico First to hold

some community conversations about gun

safety. Three public dialogues, each with

different target questions regarding gun

issues, were held in December 2018,

January 2019 and June 2019. An

interesting note in the presentation is that

less than 15 people participated in each of

the sessions and, of those attendees, most

were advocating for more gun rights not

more control. Both Commissioners

participated in each of the sessions.
The first session asked what responsible

gun control looks like. The top themes
were: better gun storage and locks; buy
back incentives; more mental health
services, school safety programs and an
increased capacity for background checks.

The next session asked what gun safety

training and education should look like.

Here is what rose to the top: free in public

schools and public places; public health

practitioners part of the educational

framework; gun dealers get free training;

and have clear messages about gun safety.

The final dialogue was about how to best

secure firearms. The top ideas were gun

dealers should show buyers how to use the

guns; have affordable or free gun safe

options; offer affordable or free off-site

gun storage; and provide more group

education and safety training. The hoped-

for outcomes are pretty much all of the

above. We will have to see what comes

about with all this, or if it just becomes

another study for the circular government

file cabinet. 

Quick Hits
The South Valley MainStreet got $60,000

in county bounty to establish a scope of

work for the area along Bridge between

Five Points and the river and along Isleta

from Bridge to Hardy. By putting up this

money, the county will be able to leverage

the cash for technical assistance to

redevelop and revitalize the historic

Bridge Boulevard area. MainStreet

programs are public-private economic

development initiatives designed to

provide on-the-ground support for

businesses within their geographic

boundaries. a

Send comments to carolyn@alibi.com

The next Bernalillo County Commission

meeting:

Tuesday, Aug. 25, 5pm

Via GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv
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 NEWS | COMMUNITY NEWS by Gwynne Ann Unruh 

The Invisible Monster
Navajo Nation’s warriors won’t surrender to COVID-19

BY GWYNNE ANN UNRUH

A
n invisible red flag flies over the
Navajo Nation, one of the Native
American tribes hit the hardest by

COVID-19. A red flag is called a “flag of
defiance” and throughout history has been
raised in cities and castles under siege to
indicate that they would not surrender.
The Navajo Nation’s fight against COVID-
19 embodies all that red flag represents.
They will not surrender to the monstrous
pandemic enemy. The Navajo Nation’s
success in flattening the curve has been
primarily due to an aggressive testing
regimen, widespread adherence to mask-
wearing and social distancing, as well as
one of the strictest stay-at-home curfews in
the country.

The pandemic has threatened to wipe
out entire Native American tribes across
the U.S. They have been hit hard by
COVID-19 due to an inadequate health
care system and a chronic lack of support
from the federal government to these
communities’ social and economic well-
being. In April the Navajo Nation was in
the top three largest COVID-19 hot spots
in the U.S., trailing only behind New York
and New Jersey. The Navajo Reservation
has experienced more deaths per capita
than any state in the U.S. Virtually
everyone on the reservation knows
someone who has been personally affected
by the virus. 

Timian M. Godfrey, an advanced-
practice registered nurse who alternates
between hospital emergency departments
and tribal lands, said the challenge she
sees treating patients in Native
communities is consistently poor access to
health services. Godfrey said health
discrepancies are often solely addressed
pharmacologically instead of holistically. 

When the Coronavirus CARES Act
Relief Fund provided $8 billion for 574
federally recognized tribes, it was an
historic federal acknowledgement of tribal,
state, local and territorial governments.
The American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 excluded tribes from its major
state fiscal relief. Even with the CARES
Relief Fund provisions they have been
allotted this time, tribal governments will
need additional monetary relief from
Congress that is ongoing and long
overdue.

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights
reported that prior to COVID-19 the

Indian Health Service (IHS) budget was
meeting just half of tribal health needs.
Those IHS funds are now stretched to the
point breaking even with the support from
the CARES Act. Tribes, states and local
governments are facing huge costs in their
attempt to contain, treat and respond to
the pandemic. COVID-19 has illustrated
with shocking clarity that inadequate
funding for the Indian Health Service has
deadly consequences.

According to the Office of Minority
Health (OMH) while older people
generally are among those more
susceptible to the virus’ health effects,
that’s especially true for American Indian
and Alaska Natives who have much higher
rates of underlying medical conditions—
such as lung disease and asthma, diabetes,
heart disease, kidney and liver disease and
immune-compromising diseases—putting
them at higher risk for COVID-19’s more
dangerous effects.

Decades of underfunding of tribal
governments and Native American
communities by the federal government
has created a housing shortage on

reservations that makes the social
distancing needed to combat the virus
extremely hard for families to comply with.
Compared to overcrowding of just 2
percent for all U.S. households, 16 percent
of American Indian and Alaska Native
homes are overcrowded.

Many Native American cultures view
their elders with reverence and place an
emphasis on community and
multigenerational living; 10 percent of
those aged 50 and older are living in
multigenerational households, versus 6.5
percent in the U.S. general population.

While the financial assistance from the
CARES Act is an important first step to
help tribes, states and local governments
confront this pandemic, it will not be
enough given rapidly rising
unemployment, health costs and revenue
loss that tribes are facing. The CARES Act
has a deadline imposed, which requires
funds must be spent by the end of August
2020 or they must be returned. On July 5
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez
and Vice President Myron Lizer approved

portions of two separate resolutions that
address the use of federal CARES Act
funding for the Navajo Nation.

So far, Nez and Lizer have approved
CARES Act funds for special duty pay and
PPE for frontline workers and disinfecting
government facilities. “Our focus has
always been to put forth a comprehensive
plan that helps those who need it the most
and that includes our frontline warriors,
and also to plan and prepare for any
potential new waves of COVID-19 and
other pandemics,” President Nez said.

U.S. Rep. Tom O’Halleran, D-Ariz., has
introduced a bill to extend the spending
deadline for tribal governments to Dec. 30,
2022. The Navajo Nation has many hurdles
to jump before any development can occur.
They have to get the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, Department of Interior and the
White House approval. Federal and tribal
regulations make things like digging new
water lines and building water towers on
the reservation incredibly difficult. In early

Arizona National Guard delivers food and supplies to a Navajo Nation food bank in Mesa, Arizona. COURTESY OF ARIZONA NATIONAL GUARD

Continued on page 5 
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June the tribal government sent a white
paper to the White House that proposes
waiving certain federal regulations to fast-
track projects. So far Nez said they have
not heard a response. 

The Nez-Lizer administration also
approved the following funds, requested
through Legislation No. 0116-20 and
developed by the Nez-Lizer administration
through Resolution CJN-47-20: $10
million for food, water and basic necessities
care packages and related items; $2 million
for computer hardware and software for
government offices to improve tele-work
capabilities for employees to carry services
for the Navajo people; $3.5 million for
bathroom additions and upgrades for
Navajo residents; $3 million for P.L. 93-638
health care facilities; $2.5 million for
expenses to facilitate the procurement
and/or improvement of the Navajo
Nation’s financial system to process Navajo
Nation CARES Fund expenditures.

Dig Deep, the Indian Health Service
that has been working to expand water
access, currently has a waitlist of 3,200
homes across Navajo Nation that have no
access to water according to the IHS. An
estimated 30 percent of homes on the
Navajo Reservation don’t have running
water. Many of these homes are remote and
have to haul water for miles. A sizable
portion of the 174,000 residents on the
reservation, the US Water Alliance report
said, have less than 10 gallons of water in
their homes at any given time, sometimes
using as little as 2 or 3 gallons a day. The
average American uses 88 gallons a day. In
addition, over half of Navajo communities
lack broadband access. There is also a lack
of good healthy food, with only 13 grocery
stores operating within a reservation that is
about the size of West Virginia.

More than $300 million on
infrastructure projects has not been spent
yet, though there are several projects the
Nez-Lizer administration said they are
ready to put the money toward
immediately. The administration has
proposed to expend the remaining CARES
Act funding for expenditures of $300
million for water infrastructure and
agriculture projects, $150 million for
powerline and solar infrastructure, $50
million for broadband/telecommunications,
$50 million for scholarships to assist
Navajo students entering the health care
and public safety fields, $60 million to help

Navajo businesses and promote economic
development, $20 million to address
housing needs on the Navajo Nation; and
to expend the remaining amount for
additional chapter projects and direct aid
for the Navajo people.

A happy, feel-good moment out of the
tragedy of the pandemic for the Navajo
people is due to the work and dreams of
Zoel Zohnnie. His efforts to help his
people on the reservation access clean
potable water has grown from a one man,
one water tank to four 16-foot flatbed
trucks that carry 550-gallon tanks, hoses,
equipment and a water pump. His team
has delivered more than 400 barrels and
more than 100,000 gallons of water to
more than 20 communities.

The volunteer operation delivers an
average of 5,000 gallons a week to
residents across the reservation. Zohnnie
said he hopes to continue his initiative
helping his people in whatever way he can
beyond COVID-19. He wants the world to
see that not all that has come from the
pandemic is sorrow and tragedy.

On August 13 the Nez-Lizer
administration issued guidelines and a
plan to carefully reopen the Navajo Nation
with a phased-in approach. The “Navajo
Nation Reopening Plan” includes safety
guidelines for Navajo Nation residents to
follow through the duration of the COVID-
19 pandemic, directs places of business to
implement COVID-19 policies and
procedures meeting certain standards, and
provides a color-coded system for
progressively reopening business on the
Navajo Nation based on data-driven
analysis and input from health experts.

“The first case of COVID-19 in the
Navajo Nation was confirmed on March
17, and that is the day we faced an invisible
monster like we never dealt with before.
Since that day, we have combated the virus
together, and it has made us stronger and
more resilient,” President Nez said.

“We have had 48 consecutive days with
less than 100 reported daily cases of
COVID-19, and 13 consecutive days
under 50 daily cases,” said Nez.
Nonetheless, the president made it clear
that Navajo leaders cannot rush to reopen
their nation and must reopen slowly and
cautiously—and most importantly, they
must rely on the data and advice of our
health care experts. “Together,” he
concluded, “we helped each other,
through our way-of-life teachings, to
flatten the curve.” a

NEWS | COMMUNITY NEWS by Gwynne Ann Unruh  

Continued from page 4

If you are a member of a

New Mexico-based social,

political, charity,

educational or arts

organization that would like

to write an editorial/opinion

piece on a specific topic

relevant to local readers,

please contact

editorial@alibi.com. 

Please use the subject line: 

Town Square.

CORRECTION

The views expressed in the town hall from issue 31, written by OLÉ, are not
explicitly held or endorsed by The Grove Cafe and Market, who were gracious enough
to let us photograph their restaurant for use in articles.



eyes on the barrel, looking for the bad
apples when they float to the top.

Yay For Military Bling
Sixty faith leaders from New Mexico
Interfaith Power and Light signed a
document saying they are not in support
of the authoritarian and militarian style of
law enforcement, including the use of used
military equipment by police. A couple
faith-based leaders Zoom-spoke on the
importance of keeping the peace without
inciting violence. According to a
representative from the Albuquerque
Police Department, city police have not
received any military surplus items since
2016—but that may be cuz there is a
waiting list. He said pretty much all of the
items on the list are being used. He said
there are no tanks or other exploding
weapons of war. He said most of it is being
used at the training range. The resolution
formally would have ended the city’s
future involvement in the 1033 program
(which transfers the military’s extra or
outdated gear to state and local law
enforcement) and forced the department
to get rid of all of the items it already has.
The resolution also provides the list with a
total of 10 item groups, comprising more
than 100 gunsights, some lights, a storage
container, a mine-resistant vehicle and an
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Shades of Blue
Support for police; keep the military bling

COUNCIL WATCH | by    Carolyn Carlson

R
hetoric swirled through a long
agenda at the more-than-six-hour
Aug. 17 Albuquerque City Council

meeting. Support for police and its
military-style equipment, controversial
development and adding more diversity
on city boards and commissions brought
out political posturing and lip service. A
number of items were deferred until
future dates.

Public Display
Fifteen lucky speakers were able to
provide their public comment via Zoom
for the first time in months during the
Aug. 17 Albuquerque City Council
meeting. Public comment has been sorely
missed during COVID-19 restrictions, as
without citizen public input it is hard to
see what the population wants. Meeting
comments appeared to represent a cross
section of agenda items with no one item
dominating.

This reporter has a great fondness for
the public comment segment of
government meetings. With this meeting
there is a new enjoyable distraction—
checking out the Zoom backgrounds
during the public comment section. Some
residents didn’t let us into their kitchens
or offices or whatever rooms they were
broadcasting from, giving us only a name
on a black screen. No fun, but playing it
safe they were. Others let it all hang out
behind them, giving those watching a
little entertainment seeing how other folks
decorate or don’t. It was just as amusing
as seeing what hat regular City Council
public speaker Geraldine Amato is
wearing or if Don Schrader will be half
naked while he eloquently orates his latest
essay.

Yay For the Police
A resolution expressing support for
Albuquerque police officers passed
unanimously. The resolution sponsored by
Councilor Brook Bassan is intended to
show support for the women and men
who make up the police force. It says the
police worker bees have done the best job
they can under the constraints of the
Court Approved Settlement Agreement
with the United States Department of
Justice. Councilors gave shout-outs to
their area commands while
acknowledging there are some bad apples
with badges, but that the majority of all of
the officers and civilian employees are
doing good work. It is hard to disagree
with this sentiment because, of course,
most of those in blue try to make the right
decisions. But it is also necessary to keep

unmanned ground robot.
The council disagreed with each other;

the measure failed on a 4 to 4 vote,
meaning the military bling will stay.
Sponsors Councilor Pat Davis, Issac
Benton, Diane Gibson and Lan Sena voted
yay and Councilors Cynthia Borrego,
Trudy Jones, Brook Basson and Klarissa
Peña voted it down. Councilor Don Harris
was not present for the vote.

Oxbow Overlook
Greenlighted
Councilors gave the Overlook at Oxbow, a
controversial 23-acre residential
development on the edge of protected Rio
Grande wetlands on the city’s West Side,
the okay to move forward. The 4-3 vote
took 90 minutes of debate, with two
councilors not participating in the vote.
The project’s 69-home site plan has been
in the approval process for two years. This
is not over yet, as it is expected that the
decision will be taken to court by the
opponents.

Eviction Help
According to the Eviction Lab at Princeton
University, Albuquerque is listed as one of
the top 100 eviction areas in the nation.
Councilors approved $300,000 from the

CARES Act Grant to go to the city’s
Department of Family and Community
Services to help vulnerable citizens. The
money is available to city residents who are
facing eviction. Some economic studies
have shown that, due to COVID-related
economic impacts, up to 40 percent of
renters are vulnerable to eviction and
homelessness. Chief Administrator Sarita
Nair said, here in New Mexico, the State
Supreme Court has put in place a stay on
evictions until the public health order is
lifted; but there are nuances in that stay,
and evictions still occur.

Stepping Up
Nice to see local folks taking seats on the
city’s boards and commissions during the
COVID-19 daze. Coincidentally, there
was a resolution on the agenda looking to
make the city’s boards and commissions
more diverse. The resolution was
approved and was sponsored by Peña,
Borrego and Sena.

Those being appointed to a city board
or commission were: Kaatje E. Van Der
Gaarden to the Americans with
Disabilities Act Advisory Council; Makai
Salazar, Tess V. Reynolds, Agustin J.
Leon-Saenz, Mireya A. Macias, Kamryn
K. Johnson and Samatha Thackaberry to
the Youth Advisory Council; Joni K.
Pierce and Paul Mondragón to the
Albuquerque Museum Board of Trustees;
Kenneth J. Carson Jr. to the Small
Business Regulatory Advisory
Committee; Taylor V. Bui to the Open
Space Advisory Board; Michael J. Flowers
Jr., and Cathy Intemann to the Greater
Albuquerque Recreational Trails
Committee; Deepesh Kholwadwala to the
Lodgers’ Tax Advisory Board; Regina
Dubay to the Municipal Golf Advisory
Board; Sandra Nemeth to the Library
Advisory Board; Theresa Carson to the
Albuquerque Development Commission;
Maurreen Skowran to the Albuquerque
Housing Authority Board; Dorothy
Stermer and Jessica Cage to the Arts
Board. Valerie L. Martinez to the
Metropolitan Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board; Juan Carrizales to the
Airport Advisory Board; Jeremiah Gwin
to the Biological Park Board; Joshua S.
Martinez to the Board of Ethics and
Campaign Practices. a

Send your comments about the City Council

to carolyn@alibi.com.

The next meeting 

Wednesday, Sept. 9, 5 p.m.

Council Chambers in the 

basement of City Hall

View it on GOV TV 16 or at cabq.gov/govtv

CLARKE CONDÉPat Davis joins religious leaders speaking against the militarization of police. 
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Dateline: Germany
A thieving fox reportedly stole over 100
shoes from the residents of a Berlin
neighborhood. According to LiveScience
Christian Meyer, a resident of Berlin’s
Zehlendorf neighborhood, noticed that
one of his new running shoes had been
stolen off of his porch. Meyer investigated
and found others who were missing shoes.
He soon found himself face-to-face with
the culprit when he witnessed a fox
escaping the scene of a crime with two
blue flip-flops in its mouth. Meyer saw the
fox once again a few days later and
followed it back to its lair. After searching
the area for more than an hour, Meyer
reportedly found the fox’s secret stash of
over 100 shoes, “most of them just gnawed
on a little,” he said. The pile contained
sandals, flip-flops, clogs and sneakers. A
large portion of the stolen shoes were
crocs. Meyer was able to capture
photographs of the fox and its stash and
published them on social media.

Dateline: India
A man who paid to have a lifelike wax
model of his late wife made introduced
the new figure to his stunned family and
friends during a housewarming party. New
York Post reports that Indian businessman
Srinivas Gupta’s wife, Madhavi, was killed
in a cart accident three years ago.
Madhavi was reportedly riding in a car
with her daughters when their driver rear-
ended a truck. The daughters only
sustained minor injuries, but Madhavi
died. Gupta reportedly missed his wife so
much that he paid to have a wax figure
made in the woman’s image. The figure is
incredibly realistic and depicts Madhavi in
a seated position wearing a pink saree and
gold jewelry. Gupta recently had a new
home built in India and reportedly
approached 25 architects before he was
sure he’d found one could build it to his
deceased wife’s specifications. Upon the
home’s completion, he invited friends and
family to a housewarming party and
introduced them to the wax model, which
was displayed on the living room couch.
Gupta encouraged partygoers to take
photos with the figure.

Dateline: Japan
Police reportedly arrested a 56-year-old
Pokémon GO player after he physically
assaulted a 55-year-old Pokémon GO player.
According to Sora News 24, Hokkaido
Prefectural Police arrested 56-year-old

Kento Sato for assaulting a 55-year-old
acquaintance. Sato allegedly reached
through the window of the man’s compact
car and grabbed the victim by his chest,
damaging the vehicle’s side mirror in the
process. Investigators say the incident
escalated as the two men were battling for
control over a “gym” in Pokémon GO. The
location-based augmented reality mobile
game allows players to capture virtual
creatures called Pokémon while exploring
the real world. Sato was presumably in the
process of losing the match with the other
man when the real-world attack occurred.
Police determined that the two men had
known each other for some time and had
met while playing the game.

Dateline: Germany
Visitors at a crowded Berlin park witnessed
a naked man chasing a wild boar after the
animal stole his laptop. The Independent
reports that a man was enjoying a nude
sunbathing session when a wild boar
approached and began eating pizza from
the man’s bag. Berliner Adele Landauer, a
witness to the spectacle, said the boar then
took a yellow bag that contained the man’s
laptop in its mouth and ran away with it.
The man noticed and pursued the pig,
much to the delight of onlookers.
Landauer managed to snap a number of
photos featuring the middle-aged man as
he chased the pig between groups of
laughing sunbathers. The man reportedly
caught up with the pig and was able to get
his equipment back. Landauer later
approached the man and showed him the
photos she’d taken. She said he was
amused and gave her permission to share
the photos, which were promptly spread
on social media. In Germany swimming
and sunbathing in the nude is culturally
acceptable and commonly experienced.

Dateline: Michigan
A 103-year-old woman celebrated her
birthday with her first tattoo. According to
CNN Michigan resident Dorothy Pollack
turned 103 in June but was unable to
celebrate because of the pandemic.
“COVID-19 had her in prison for
months,” Teresa Zavitz-Jones, her
granddaughter, told reporters. “The nurse
in the home said she was horribly
depressed and we needed to get her out.
We couldn’t see her so we had no idea how
she really was. She’s extremely hard of
hearing, so phone calls were not helpful.”
Pollack was eventually able to leave her
nursing home and is now reportedly in the
process of fulfilling her bucket list. The
first item on the agenda was to get a
tattoo. She went to A.W.O.L. Custom
Tattooing in Muskegon, Mich. and had a
frog tattooed on her forearm. Pollack said
she loved the tattoo. Afterward, she
reportedly struck off another bucket list
entry by taking a ride on a motorcycle. a

Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird

news to josh@alibi.com.
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NEWS CITY
BY JOSHUA LEE

Weapon Ban at Parks
Questioned
The constitutionality of Albuquerque’s ban on
weapons at city parks is being questioned.

Last month a Black Lives Matter protester
named Frankie Grady was arrested for carrying
a gun on Civic Plaza. According to KOB anti-
public health order protesters who gathered at
the park previous to the incident were not cited
for carrying weapons.

“It poses a larger question,” Grady told
reporters. “Why were two African Americans,
expressing our same Second Amendment
rights, why were we arrested but that other
group were not?”

But Grady’s attorney, Ryan Villa, says the
city’s ban on weapons at parks ordinance was
never actually passed. “I think the city is
taking a position that they can apply this law
to any public ground, and city property, where
a school event may have once taken place or
has once taken place, but obviously the
District Attorney’s Office and I don’t agree,”
the attorney said.

An attorney for the city of Albuquerque told
reporters, “We will continue to courageously
enforce, regardless of others’ political opinions,
the administrative order to ban guns from city
areas where kids play to keep families safe.”

Grady’s charges were dropped last week.

Judge Dismisses
Restaurant Association
Suit
A Bernalillo County district judge dismissed a
lawsuit filed by the New Mexico Restaurant
Association against the state that requested
evidence to support discontinuing indoor
dining during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Carlsbad Current Argus reports that Second
Judicial District Judge Joshua Allison approved
a motion made by the New Mexico
Department of Health to dismiss NMRA’s
Inspection of Public Records Act request
because it was made before the 15-day
deadline. Although the agency has yet to
produce the documents, the judge decided
that a “deemed denial” had not occurred.

Allison said the ruling had nothing to do
with the legality or efficacy of the public
health orders. “The issue before me as the
judge in this court is not whether the public
health orders issued by the governor or the
Department of Health are or are not
constitutional, statutorily permitted, wise or
unwise,” he said.

The NMRA is currently involved in another
lawsuit against NMDOH to overturn the ban on
indoor dining. The New Mexico Supreme Court
will hear the case later this month.

WIPP Still Running,
Despite COVID Cases
The federal government’s underground nuclear
waste repository in Carlsbad, N.M. continues
to operate despite a reported increase in
COVID-19 cases among workers.

The Associated Press reports that the
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant saw cases of novel
coronavirus more than double among workers
last week. The plant has reported at least 14
positive COVID-19 cases among employees
and subcontractors.

WIPP is reportedly in the second phase of
resuming normal operations after it slowed
work at the start of the pandemic.

“The safety of our workforce is our top
priority as we continue to closely monitor
this pandemic,” said WIPP spokesperson
Bobby St. John. a

FRIDAY AUG 21

CATCH THE MOLE

Take a virtual tour of the food and culture of Chaco Canyon this Friday, Aug. 21. Join Native American chef and food

historian, Chef Lois Ellen Frank, Ph.D for Cacao, Mole and Chaco Canyon, a virtual culinary event that celebrates

the history and food of Native New Mexicans. Learn how to make a traditional mole chocolate and chile sauce

featuring ancient ingredients that were used before Spanish spices were introduced. The cooking demonstration will

be performed live, and there will be time for Q & A at the end. Tickets for this all-ages class are $45. Sign up at

Heritage Inspirations (bit.ly/2PTuPqt). Instruction begins at 3pm. alibi.com/v/77xx. (Joshua Lee)a

CHOCOLATE DUDE IN A DRINKING MOOD

Beer and chocolate have always been staples of the feel good diet. Never have two items both individually raised

the spirits of the imbibers quite like this magical duo, though an argument could be made for wine. But let’s be real,

this is New Mexico, and craft beer is king. That’s why excitement should be had for Beer & Chocolate Pairing w/

The Chocolate Dude. Featuring the amazing Chocolate Dude sweets paired with Tractor Brewing’s beers, what isn’t

there to be excited about? This 21 and over event, happening Friday, Aug. 21, is meant to be a take home and enjoy

treat, so you’ll have four beers and sweet treats to delight in the comfort of your own abode. Tickets are on sale now

at getplowed.com for only $18. All packages will be ready for pick up at Tractor Brewing, so take a cruise down to

Nob Hill and treat yourself to an evening of joy. Tractor Brewing 118 Tulane Ave. SE, all day Friday, getplowed.com

alibi.com/v/77xy. (Dan Pennington)a

SATURDAY AUG 22

MIXTURES OF PICTURES

Collage is an artistic medium that is well suited to respond quickly to current events by repurposing found materials,

changing the narrative to fit the one the artist is trying to express. On Saturday, Aug. 22 from 6pm to 8pm, 516 Arts

will host a virtual reception for Radical Reimaginings, a new international exhibit of contemporary collage works

curated by 516 Arts in collaboration with Kolaj Magazine which features New Mexican artists reflecting our current

conditions. Artists will discuss their work at this free, online event open to all. For more information and tickets, see

516arts.org. alibi.com/v/77xw. (Clarke Condé)a

PIXABAY
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Joni Murphy’s Talking Animals
An Orwellian satire about the revolution that’s already here

 ARTS | BOOK REVIEW by Robin Babb

Joni Murphy’s novel Talking Animals is a
modern-day political satire that cuts almost
too close to the bone, with echoes of
Orwell’s Animal Farm that reverberate

throughout the subways and endless numbered
streets of her not-so-fictional New York City.
Because if we needed an update to that classic
critique of totalitarianism, of course it would be
set in the very home of American corruption
and excess, where the wealth gap is the most
violently tangible and the land literally caves
under the weight of all that it is asked to
support.

Murphy spends little time on world-building
or asking the audience to play along here,
besides an introductory chapter that lays out the
story of New York on a historic time scale.
“There is no story of a city that is not also a story
of brutality,” the narrator says. “There is no
story of brutality that has not been retold as one
of heroism.” Murphy and her characters are
here to dig up some of the brutality hidden
under the story of heroism. Her characters just
so happen to be, yes, talking animals.

In this New York, animals live and work and
die; they tend bar or work in tech, they look for
affordable apartments, they find love or they
don’t. Alfonzo Velloso Faca, an alpaca with a
mind-numbing job sorting files in the damp
basement of City Hall and a dissertation that he
keeps meaning to finish, is our pitiable
protagonist. He’s still in love with his ex-
girlfriend, and his relationship with his
overbearing father has been strained ever since
his mother died. Alfonzo is a revolutionary in his
ideals, but time and grief have made him soft—
he still has enough fire in him to say something
antagonistic at a birthday party to ruin
everyone’s night, but when he is pressured to
commit to actual change, he lapses into passive
self pity instead. He needs constant
interventions from his best friend Mitchell, a
llama who works a floor above him at the
Housing Authority office, to keep from spiralling
into complete despair.

This story is about Alfonzo, his aspirations
and his failures—but the real story, the story of a
drastically changing city and world, is playing
out in the background behind Alfonzo’s self-
centered desires. While Alfonzo dreams of one
day becoming a professor and leading herds of
undergrads to the fertile intellectual grounds of
class consciousness, Mitchell and Pamella, the
lemur barista who’s been slipping him
revolutionary literature for months, are quietly
percolating the real revolution—along with
dozens of other radicals across New York.

You must forsake the ego to produce actual
change; you must be willing to play your small,
unglamorous role to be a part of something
greater. A part of the humor—and the
frustration—of this novel is watching Alfonzo
continually miss this lesson, or almost reach it
but fall just short, over and over. This

ineffectiveness is also what makes him immensely relatable—and not really
in a feel-good way.

This coming revolution has to do with the sea. As in our own world, the
ice caps are melting and the ocean is rising—this has wrought catastrophe
for the creatures of the sea, who have historically been excluded from
animal society and are considered “lesser creatures.” There is
philosophical debate about the sentience of fish and other sea creatures,
their ability to feel pain, whether they deserve the consideration of land
animals at all. In particular, the ethics of aquariums is a hot topic in the
world of Talking Animals.

“Some animals became entrenched in the position that
aquariums were harmless, even kind institutions. These
animals contended—in letters to the editor and in quasi-
academic treatises—that they were motivated by the pure and
altruistic desire to keep fish and other ‘lower beings’ safe. They
on the land should act as caretakers for those aquatic animals
who were capable only of drifting through existence. …

According to the government, the sea
could not be recognized as a state actor
because its denizens never responded to
the various invitations to debates, treaty
proposals, and conferences the land
creatures had extended to them. They
wouldn’t engage meaningfully in a
political process.”
The position of sea creatures as the

underclass in this world is such an abundant
allegory, despite (or maybe because of) its
simplicity. The creatures of the sea don’t speak
the same language as those of the land—literally
and figuratively—and this is seen as evidence of
their intellectual deficit or lack of sentience.
Since they can’t communicate in the ways we
land animals can understand, do they have
intelligence at all? If they don’t cry out in a way
we can hear when they’re attacked, do they even
feel pain? And do these questions say more
about them, or about us?

The revolutionaries call themselves the Sea
Equality Revolutionary Front (SERF). Written off
as terrorists by the right wing and the city’s
corrupt mayor, SERF believers are, in fact,
everywhere; organizing and plotting with sea
creatures. Alfonzo’s favorite noise musician, Akida
Kombu, is a SERF radical, whose droning,
deafening sounds are meant to mimic the way
antisubmarine sonar and ultrasonic detection
used in offshore oil drilling move through the
water. His ex-girlfriend, Vivi, has taken up with a
group of SERF activists in a small beach town on
Long Island. The sea and its creatures have been
trying to talk to Alfonzo for quite a while; he must
decide for himself whether he’ll listen or not.

Of course, whether or not he listens, water
and its subtle but unstoppable power of erosion
is coming for Alfonzo and his city. There’s
frequent mention of a recent hurricane that
flooded the city and destroyed homes and left
millions without power, and fear of what new
devastation the sea might bring. There’s also the
constant flooding in The Hole, an entire
neighborhood that’s succumbed to sinkholes due
to lack of infrastructure and has been all but
abandoned by city services, and the Gowanus
Canal—which is currently receiving the classic
New York PR treatment to smoothe away
concerns about its toxic levels of industrial
pollution (this is true both in the book and in
real life). At a turning point in the story, when
Alfonzo is finally beginning to suspect that the
real story isn’t about him after all, he witnesses
the canal consume a floating sculpture
commissioned by an allegorical Whole Foods:

“No matter what the grocery store or
the developers wanted, the canal had
been there first. It had a stronger will.
Industrial toxins would not surrender
that easily. The repressed was still
there, tugging at the loose edges,
testing for weaknesses.” a

COURTESY FARRAR, STRAUS AND GIROUX

Talking Animals • By Joni Murphy

Farrar, Strauss and Giroux • $16 • Available on bookshop.org
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FILM | IDIOT BOX by Devin D. O’Leary

HBO’s timely new horror series
tackles the twin American monsters
of racism and … well, actual

monsters. Based on Matt Ruff ’s hit novel of
the same name, “Lovecraft Country” uses
the fantastical horror fiction of pulp writer
H.P. Lovecraft as inspiration—while, at the
same time, directly confronting Lovecraft’s
more bigoted opinions. The notoriously
reclusive New England author didn’t think
very highly of non-whites. (It’s best to avoid
any of his many, disgusting “opinion”
letters.) But, man, could that racist conjure
up a squamous, gibbering beast! As a result,
“Lovecraft Country” reads like the eye-
opening drama of Green Book’s road trip
through history mixed (surprisingly
smoothly) with the queasy cosmic
revelations of The Shadow Over Innsmouth’s
monstrous tourist stop.

“Lovecraft Country” takes us back to
mid-1950s America and introduces us to our
main protagonist, Atticus Freeman
(Jonathan Majors, who impressed in The
Last Black Man in San Francisco). Atticus is a
black soldier, recently returned from the
Korean War. Despite fighting for his country,
he returns to a nation deeply segregated by
Jim Crow laws. Heading back to his
hometown of Chicago, Atticus discovers that
his estranged father has gone missing. Pop
has left a thin trail, stating that he’s gone in
search of the “secret history” of Atticus’
mom’s family—a route that has led him to
the fabled town of Arkham, Mass. (Turns
out it’s actually “Ardham,” but the eerie,
Lovecraftian implications remain.) 

Determined to track the old man down,
Atticus joins forces with his uncle, the
editor/writer of a Green Book-like travel
guide called The Safe Negro Travel Guide. It’s
Uncle George’s job to criss-cross the U.S.
looking for restaurants, motels and other

businesses that cater to black people (no
small task). Atticus and George (the always
reliable Courtney B. Vance) are joined on
their trip to Ardham by a plucky, down-on-
her-luck reporter named Letticia Lewis
(Journee Smollett from “Full House,” “True
Blood” and Eve’s Bayou).

Although it’s clear that Atticus and
company are on the trail of some dangerous
supernatural secrets, it’s the real-world
horrors they encounter along the way that
hit hardest. Even in light of today’s touchy
racial climate, it’s positively horrifying to
confront what our country was like at the
midpoint of the 20th century. America
actually had what were known as “sundown
towns,” all-white municipalities that banned
African Americans after sunset. Any who
were stuck there when the sun went down
were subject to harassment, violence and
even lynching. This “tradition” is on vivid
display in the film’s rousing pilot episode.

“Lovecraft Country” milks plenty of
tension and terror out of the racist sheriffs

“PBS NewsHour Coverage Republican National
Convention” (KNME-5 6pm) PBS covers night
one of Donald Trump’s weeklong self-
congratulataion.

TUESDAY 25

Steamboat Round the Bend (TCM 7:30pm) TCM
digs up an obscure 1935 John Ford flick.
Homespun humorist Will Rogers (who died in a
plane crash before the film was released) stars as
a genial snake oil salesman who enters a winner-
takes-all steamboat race while attempting to save
his nephew (who has been wrongly accused of
murder) from the gallows. It’s old-school
cornpone, but a rare chance to see Rogers on
screen.

WEDNESDAY 26

“Women in Film Presents: Make It Work!”
(KWBQ-19 7pm) This one-hour variety special—
a combination of music, comedy and “fun
celebrity testimonials”—explores the issues and
solutions for getting women back to work. Among
the scheduled guest stars: Lake Bell, Allison Brie,
Connie Britton, Rosario Dawson, Jane Fonda,
Jennifer Garner, Cheryl Hines, Andrea Savage
and Alfrie Woodard. a

THIS 
WEEK IN SLOTH

FRIDAY 21
“Alien TV” (Netflix streaming anytime) Three goofy,

animated space alien reporters travel to Earth in
order to make sense of humans, their habits and
hobbies. Like Syfy’s “Alien News Desk,” only …
sillier?

“Lucifer” (Netflix streaming anytime) FOX’s devilish
supernatural crime series (based, very loosely, on the
Vertigo comic book) heads to Netflix for season 5.

“100 Days Wild” (Discovery 7pm) Seven strangers
attempt to build a self-sustaining community in the
Alaskan wilderness over the course of 100 days. This
cold-weather reality survival show may remind you of
“Life Below Zero” or “The Last Alaskans” or “Yukon
Men” or “Edge of Alaska” or “Ultimate Survival
Alaska” or “The Alaska Experiment” or … Heck, the
bottom line is it’s really cheap to shoot in Alaska. 

“Team Killers” (Reelz 7pm) Life (and death) is so
much easier with a partner at your side. Serial killers
who work as a team are profiled in this documentary
series. Among the deadly duos: Ian Brady and Myra
Hindley, Henry Lee Lucas and Otis Toole, Fred and
Rosemary West.

SATURDAY 22

“Love in the Time of Corona” (Freeform 6pm)
Freeform’s timely new rom-com anthology tracks

THURSDAY 20
“Biohackers” (Netflix streaming anytime) Netflix

heads to Germany to dig up this sci-fi thriller
about a medical student who enters a prestigious
German university “on a secret mission to uncover
a conspiracy linking a family tragedy to a visionary
biology professor.”

“Great Pretender” (Netflix streaming anytime)
Face it, we’re not gonna see a lot of new American
television for a while. So here’s a Japanese crime
comedy about a small-time con man who tries to
go global. This animated series comes to us from
the same studio that gave us “Attack on Titan.”

“The Fungies” (HBO Max streaming anytime)
HBO Max’s trippy educational cartoon is set on a
prehistoric Earth inhabited by dinosaurs. But our
protagonists are mushroom people. Who can
switch body parts. Because they’re mushrooms.

“Singletown” (HBO Max streaming anytime) HBO
Max goes to England for this “one-of-a-kind
relationship show experiment.” (Aren’t they all?)
This romance-minded reality show follows five
real-life couples as they break up in order to test
their relationships.

Monster Mash-Up
“Lovecraft Country” on HBO

STREAM TIME
BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Netflix
Adding Aug. 20: Good Kisser, John Was
Trying to Contact Aliens
Adding Aug. 21: The Sleepover
Adding Aug. 23: 1BR, Summers of Shiraz
Adding Aug. 26: Rising Phoenix
Leaving Aug. 20: Bad Rap
Leaving Aug. 21: Just Go With It
Leaving Aug. 23: Fantastic
Leaving Aug. 25: Blue Is the Warmest
Color

Amazon Prime
Adding Aug. 21: Chemical Hearts
Adding Aug. 22: The Legion
Adding Aug. 23: Superman: Man of
Tomorrow

Hulu
Adding Aug. 20: Daffodils,
Unacknowledged 
Adding Aug. 24: The Roads Not Taken

Disney+
Adding Aug. 21: Back to the Titanic,
Beauty and the Beast a

“love, sex and connection” during the COVID-19
pandemic and the era of social distancing. Several
real-life married couples (Leslie Odom Jr. and
Nicholette Robinson, Gill Bellows and Rya
Khilstedt) star in the episodes, because—you
know—the ’Rona.

SUNDAY 23

“The Vow” (HBO 8pm) HBO’s newest true crime
documentary series follows the experiences of
people deeply involved in the self-improvement
group NXIVM—which, if you recall, was the
creepy Hollywood sex cult charged with human
trafficking and racketeering.

Ruthless Realtor (Lifetime 6pm) Remember: Only
residential and commercial real estate brokers who
are members of the National Association of
Realtors qualify as genuine realtors®. … Also,
according to Lifetime, they may be murderers.

MONDAY 24

“Nice One!” (Quibi streaming anytime) Smiley-faced
comedian Ron Funches hosts a micro-sized game
show about good manners. Assorted comedians
compete to complement some pretty difficult
subjects. If they can’t say anything nice, they lose.

and shotgun-toting rednecks our
protagonists cross paths with on their
journey. But the show doesn’t scrimp on
delivering CGI beasties either. Throw a pack
of slavering shoggoth into this mix (as the
show’s pilot does) and things ramp up
excellently into full-blow monster action.

Though it confronts a wide range of
horrors, “Lovecraft Country” isn’t all doom
and gloom. It’s actually something of a
blast. The characters are well drawn and
celebrate black nerd (“blerd”) culture in all
its glory. Our man Atticus is a rabid reader
who revels in Edgar Rice Burroughs’ pulpy
fantasy (and in a glorious opening dream
sequence, somehow manages to mash up
Jackie Robinson and Cthulhu). Letticia
used to be a member of Atticus’ high school
sci-fi club. And his young cousin (Jada
Harris) loves to draw her own comic books.
This is a winking, knowing, self-referential
genre fiction universe that expands with
each episode.

Mish Green (a writer on “Heroes” and

COURTESY OF HBO

“Sons of Anarchy” and a creator of WGN’s
“Underground”) serves as the developer
and showrunner. She’s joined by executive
producers Jordan Peele (Get Out, “Twilight
Zone”) and J.J. Abrams (“Lost,” Star Wars:
The Force Awakens), ensuring that the whole
of “Lovecraft Country” has a slick,
expensive look and feel.

With the mass of talent in front of
and behind the camera, “Lovecraft
Country” makes for smartly crafted,
occasionally heart-pounding thrills—a
monstrously entertaining genre
reimagination underscored by horrors
both real and imagined. a

“Lovecraft Country” airs Sundays at 7pm on
HBO.
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You’re a smart, clued-in Alibi reader, so
clearly you have a fairly good idea
about the impact climate change will

have on the state of New Mexico. Odds are
the reason you know that is due in large
part to the efforts of one woman: Laura
Paskus. For two decades she has been
sounding the alarm about the devastating
effects that our massive input of carbon
into the atmosphere will have on the Land
of Enchantment. Weekly Alibi sat down with
Paskus to talk about the changing climate,
the changing public perception of climate
change and her new book that deals with
both. The following is an edited version of
that conversation.

Weekly Alibi: You started working on
climate change issues as a journalist
about 20 years ago. What has changed
since then in terms of the public’s
understanding?
Laura Paskus: I think more New Mexicans
understand that the climate is changing.
They understand that it’s human-caused
and they understand that it will have
negative impacts on their lives. Not all New
Mexicans, but most New Mexicans. Even
Republicans.

They’re New Mexicans as well.
Yes, they are. So, I think that’s the biggest
thing that has changed is people
understand it’s happening, and they
understand why, and they understand that
it’s a negative thing for New Mexicans. I
think even though the science has gotten
more sophisticated, especially the
modeling, that hasn’t changed as much of
the physics of why the climate is changing
and the fact that we know that it’s
happening and that will continue to
happen. That’s been pretty solid for a long
time now.

How have you seen people’s perception
change? Do you find that people are
more accepting of basic facts now than
when you first started?
They’re definitely more accepting. There
are still some outliers. I think President
Trump has contributed to that by talking
about climate change as a hoax, casting
doubt on science. There are definitely
those outliers, and they are vocal. I think
New Mexicans have a lot of trust in
scientists, but also in their own knowledge
of the landscape, our water resources and
our seasons. I’m sure people in other states
are like this too, but I feel like, as New
Mexicans, we pay really close attention to
our landscapes and our place in it.

What do you think the public still
doesn’t understand about our changing
climate?
I think that we still don’t understand that
we need to do something about it right
now. We need to be cutting greenhouse gas
emissions, and we need to be preparing for

the fact that we didn’t cut emissions soon
enough to avoid some pretty big changes. I
know that we’re faced with so many
challenges right now, but we need to stop
punting on climate change; on the
mitigation aspect of cutting emissions and
on the adaptation side. [Also,] recognizing
that we are facing a water-constrained
future in New Mexico.

You titled your book At the Precipice. Is
that hopeful thinking or have we already
gone over the edge?
That’s a really good question. I think that
we have not gone off the edge, but I think
that we need to decide as a society right
now if we’re just going to plunge, if we’re
not going to make changes, if we’re not
going to be better at planning, if we’re just
going to plunge off the side or if we’re
going to take the long view. I want to have
hope. We have the technology. We know
why the climate is changing. We know how
to slow some of the worst impacts. We know
all of these things, we just won’t make
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Living on the Edge (But Not In a Good Way)
Laura Paskus’ At the Precipice: New Mexico’s Changing Climate

choices to address the problems. I’m
hopeful, on the one hand, because we
know what the problem is that we know
how to address it—but we just can’t seem to
get there.

Do you think that people still hold on to
the thought that there will be a
technological solution as opposed to a
behavioral one?
I think that’s part of it. I think that we’re
just really bad as a species at dealing with
stuff within the responsibility of our
generation. We’re just kind of like, “Oh,
the next generation will figure it out”—
even though we’re giving them a
problematic future and we’re not giving
them the tools that they need to succeed

CLARKE CONDÉ

and addressing the problems. We just keep
leaving it for somebody in the future to
deal with, which is a total shit show, to be
frank.

Do you think that with this global
pandemic we’ll have a moment of
punctuated equilibrium and do
something different as we start to
address a myriad of problems? Do you
think the pandemic could have that
positive waking-up effect?
Weirdly, I think I’m probably more
optimistic now than I was a year ago,
because there are these movements all
across the country and across the world
where people are recognizing that the way
that we’ve been doing things for so long
doesn’t work for so many people. The rise
of so many more voices I find really exciting
and hopeful. For example, our dependence
on oil and gas as a state, we’ve known for a
super long time that we need to stop. We
need to make sure that our budget is not so
dependent on oil and gas, but we just can’t
ever decide to diversify. We can make some
changes now and ease the pain for workers
or communities, or we can just wait until
everything collapses.

Where do you see New Mexico’s
pressure points as the climate changes?
The big one is our surface water. We see the
Rio Grande drying in the summer even
during years of good snowpack. It still dries
in the summer. The Pecos dries. We don’t
have a ton of surface water, and even if you
have good precipitation here, warming
means you have less surface water coming
through your systems. And because we’ve
spent decades pumping groundwater, we
don’t have a good savings account for
transitioning into this time of having less
and less surface water. I know there’s tons of
people working in water management, and
it’s not like New Mexico’s is going to run out
of water tomorrow, but I see that as our big
problem. And we have all these military
installations all around, whether it’s Los
Alamos or Cannon Air Force Base and
PFOS [the groundwater contaminate
perfluorooctanesulfonic acid found in
anthropogenic compounds like fire-
suppressing runway foam]. We’ve let the
military in these federal installations pollute
so much of our water.

This is your first solo book, and I know
you’ve been working on it for a while.
What’s the hardest part about finishing a
book? 
I think I rewrote this one three times. As a
reporter generally I’m writing about stuff
that happens within a few weeks or a few
months. Things change so quickly that I
couldn’t figure out the right way to have a
book that was current and up to date, but
also within the timeframe of an academic
press.

Will history judge us as fools?
Oh yeah. If there is anybody left in the
future to judge us, they will hate us.a

At the Precipice: 

New Mexico’s Changing Climate

By Laura Paskus

University of New Mexico Press

Laura Paskus with bike at the Los Poblanos open space
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G igi Bella’s new collection Big
Feelings is not a narrative work, but
its poems flow like a drive through

the streets, stopping at lights to check your
phone for a text message and maybe
pulling into the Golden Pride drive-thru
for a number nine breakfast burrito. The
poems string together to form a world that
is intimate and often irritating. Brendas,
gaslighting white boys, cheating lovers;
they are all there in good measure. Many
of the poems are tinged with sadness at
times, but not to the point of lament.
These are statements of fact, dispatched
from an aching heart.

Big Feelings gives equal weight to
characters real and present, like lovers and
relatives, and those distant, imaginary or
understood only through the TV, radio
and Instagram—like Pete Davidson, Selina
and Jim Hopper from “Stranger Things.”
All comers are taken in, and responded to,
in the same fashion. Do our emotions
know the difference?

What is striking about Big Feelings is the
ease in which the language roles along
unencumbered by form. Textspeak,
Spanish and sparse capitalization blend so
that the author can get to the point, often

Big Times
Big Feelings by Gigi Bella

leaving a summation at the end. In “a note
on justicia para barb:” she finishes with
“maybe when we grow up we coalesce into
the person we always were.” Maybe.

Given the pandemic, we will likely not
witness any live readings from Big Feelings
anytime soon. That’s truly a shame,
considering Gigi Bella’s prolific
stage/performance background. (She was
named the 2017 Albuquerque Women’s
Slam Poetry Champion.) It certainly seems
like many of these pieces are meant to be
read aloud. We can add that to the long
list of things we’ll look forward to when all
of this is over. On the bright side, reading
these silently quiets Big Feelings and
presents the poems in a different context
than maybe they were intended. Consider
them in your own voice, or maybe one that
you make up for just such occasions. a

 ARTS | ARTS MAGNIFIED by Clarke Condé

Big Feelings

by Gigi Bella

Game Over Books

$18

CLARKE CONDÉ

ARIES (March 21-April 19): “We never know
what is enough until we know what’s more than
enough,” said Aries singer Billie Holiday. I don’t
think that applies to everyone, although it’s more
likely to be true about the Aries tribe than maybe
any other sign of the zodiac. And I’m guessing
that the coming weeks could be a time when you
will indeed be vivid proof of its validity. That’s
why I’m issuing a “Too Much of a Good Thing”
alert for you. I don’t think it’ll be harmful to go a
bit too far and get a little too much of the good
things; it may even be wise and healthy to do so.
But please don’t go waaayyyy too far and get
waaayyyy too much of the good things.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Taurus author
Honoré de Balzac (1799–1850) took many years
to write The Human Comedy, an amalgam of 91
intertwined novels, stories, and essays. For this
vast enterprise, he dreamed up the personalities
of more than 2,000 characters, many of whom
appeared in multiple volumes. I bring this to
your attention, Taurus, because I believe that the
next 15 months will be an excellent time for you
to imagine and carry out a Balzac-like project of
your own. Do you have an inkling of what that
might be? Now’s a good time to start ruminating.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Not until the 19th
century did humans begin to take organized
actions to protect animals from cruelty. Even
those were sparse. The latter part of the 20th
century brought more concerted efforts to
promote animal welfare, but the rise of factory
farms, toxic slaughterhouses, zoos, circuses, and
cosmetic testing has shunted us into a Dark Age
of animal abuse. I suspect our descendants will
look back with horror at our barbarism. This
problem incurs psychological wounds in us all in
ways that aren’t totally conscious. And I think this
is an especially key issue for you right now. I beg
you, for your own sake as well as for the animals’,
to upgrade your practical love and compassion
for animals. I bet you’ll find it inspires you to
treat your own body with more reverence.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Cancerian literary
critic Harold Bloom bragged to The New York
Times that his speed-reading skills were so
advanced that he could finish a 500-page book in
an hour. While I believe he has indeed devoured
thousand of books, I also wonder if he lied about
his quickness. Nonetheless, I’ll offer him up as an
inspirational role model for you in the coming
weeks. Why? Because you’re likely to be able to
absorb and integrate far more new information
and fresh experiences than usual—and at a rapid
pace.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “Magic lies in
challenging what seems impossible,” says Leo
politician Carol Moseley Braun. I agree with her,
but will also suggest there’s an even higher
magic: when you devise a detailed plan for
achieving success by challenging the impossible,
and then actually carry out that plan. Judging
from the current astrological omens, I suspect
you’re in an unusually favorable position to do
just that in the coming weeks. Be bold in rising to
the challenge; be practical and strategic in
winning the challenge.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “Joy is a mystery
because it can happen anywhere, anytime, even
under the most unpromising circumstances,”
writes author Frederick Buechner. What he
doesn’t say is that you must be receptive and
open to the possibility of joy arriving anywhere
and anytime. If you’re shut down to its surprising
influx, if you’re convinced that joy is out of reach,
it won’t break through the barriers you’ve put up;
it won’t be able to land in your midst. I think this
is especially important counsel for you in the
coming weeks, Virgo. PLEASE make yourself
available for joy. P.S. Here’s another clue from
Buechner: “Joy is where the whole being is
pointed in one direction.”

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): “I transformed
stillnesses and darknesses into words,” wrote
Libran poet Arthur Rimbaud. “What was
unspeakable, I named. I made the whirling world
pause.” In accordance with current astrological
potentials, I have turned his thoughts into a
message for you. In the coming weeks, I hope
you will translate silences and mysteries into clear
language. What is unfathomable and inaccessible,
you will convert into understandings and

revelations. Gently, without force or violence,
you will help heal the inarticulate agitation
around you with the power of your smooth,
resonant tenderness.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “Your desires,
whether or not you achieve them, will
determine who you become,” wrote author
Octavia E. Butler. Now is a fertile time for you
to meditate on that truth. So I dare you to take
an inventory of all your major desires, from the
noblest to the most trivial. Be honest. If one of
your burning yearnings is to have 100,000
followers on Instagram or to eat chocolate-
covered bacon that is served to you in bed,
admit it. After you’re through tallying up the
wonders you want most, the next step is to
decide if they are essential to you becoming
the person you truly want to be. If some aren’t,
consider replacing them with desires that will
be a better influence on you as you evolve.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): If you can
manage it, I recommend taking a break from
business-as-usual. I’d love to see you give
yourself the gift of amusement and play—a
luxurious sabbatical that will help you feel free
of every burden, excused from every duty, and
exempt from every fixation. The spirit I hope
you will embody is captured well in this
passage from author Okakura Kakuzo: “Let us
have a sip of tea. The afternoon glow is
brightening the bamboos, the fountains are
bubbling with delight, the soughing of the
pines is heard in our kettle. Let us dream of
evanescence, and linger in the beautiful
foolishness of things.”

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Rapper
Eminem advises us, “Never take ecstasy, beer,
Bacardi, weed, Pepto-Bismol, Vivarin, Tums,
Tagamet HB, Xanax, and Valium in the same
day.” What’s his rationale? That quaffing this
toxic mix might kill us or make us psychotic?
No. He says you shouldn’t do that because “It
makes it difficult to sleep at night.” I’m going
to suggest that you abide by his counsel for yet
another reason: According to my analysis, you
have the potential to experience some
wondrous and abundant natural highs in the
coming weeks. Your capacity for beautiful
perceptions, exhilarating thoughts, and
breakthrough epiphanies will be at a peak. But
none of that is likely to happen if you’re loaded
up with inebriants.
   

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “Everyone who
has ever built a new heaven first found the
power to do so in his own hell,” declared
philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche. That’s a
rather histrionic statement! But then Nietzsche
was a Maestro of Melodrama. He was inclined
to portray human life as a heroic struggle for
boldness and liberation. He imagined us as
being engaged in an epic quest to express our
highest nature. In accordance with your
astrological potentials, I propose that you
regard Nietzsche as your power creature
during the coming weeks. You have a mandate
to adopt his lion-hearted perspective. And yes,
you also have a poetic license to build a new
heaven based on the lessons you learned and
the power you gained in your own hell.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Here’s some
knowledge from author John le Carré: “In
every operation there is an above the line and
a below the line. Above the line is what you do
by the book. Below the line is how you do the
job.” According to my analysis, you have, at
least for now, done all you can in your work
above the line. That’s great! It was crucial for
you to follow the rules and honor tradition.
But now it’s time for a shift in emphasis. In the
coming weeks, I hope you will specialize in
finessing the details and massaging the
nuances below the line.

HOMEWORK: MEDITATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
THAT YOU COULD GAIN PERSONAL POWER

THROUGH AN ACT OF SURRENDER.
FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s expanded
weekly audio horoscopes and daily text message horoscopes.
The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at (877)
873-4888 or (900) 950-7700.

  FREEWILL ASTROLOGY | Horoscopes by Rob Brezsny
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DOWNTOWN

HOLY BURGER
700 Central Ave SE, 242-2991 • $$
[American] The New Mexico grass-fed Holy Cow
burger comes on a brioche bun, while the equally
yummy ahi tuna sandwich, veggie club and
dinner salads offer bovine-averse diners a larger
selection. Beer and wine, shakes, malts and floats
are available to complete the sacrament.

FAIRGROUNDS

FRANK’S FAMOUS CHICKEN AND
WAFFLES
400 Washington St NE, 712-5109 • $$
[American] You know what’s good here? The
chicken. Also, the waffles. Ex-Lobo basketball
player Frank Willis’ food has proven to be a
staple in the Burque foodie scene. Willis and
family know their way around a kitchen and
serve up some great soul food, from the titular
combo platter to cheese grits and beef hotlinks. 

LE BISTRO
1313 San Pedro Dr NE, 266-6118 • $$
[Asian, Bakery/Sweets, Vegetarian, Vietnamese]
This Vietnamese joint is a triple threat of sit-
down restaurant, a take-out spot and a bubble tea
cafe. Their menu is huge and friendly to all sorts
of dietary restrictions, and the food is super tasty.
Some say that Le Bistro has the best pho in town.
We say you should probably go and try it, just to
see if what they say is true.

I-25 CORRIDOR

NEXUS BREWERY
4730 Pan American Fwy NE Ste D, 242-
4100 • $$
[Brewery, Bar and Grill/Pub, American,
Barbecue/Soul Food] This brewery has quite a
following, both for the beer and as a “New
Mexican soul food” gastropub. The menu offers
specialties like New Orleans-style gumbo and
the delicious marriage of chicken and waffles.
It’s just the place to take your corn-bread-and-
Frito-pie-craving friends while still getting your
craft beer fix.

MIDTOWN

RUSTIC ON THE GREEN
3600 Cutler Ave NE, 315-1148 • $
[American] While the Rustic food truck is long
gone, you’ll always be greeted at this permanent
location with burgers that snuggle in their
brioche buns and keep you coming back for
more. The Shroom ‘N’ Swiss burger is a succulent
stack of hand-ground chuck, Swiss cheese,
sautéed mushrooms and a Worcestershire aioli. 

SANTA FE BREWING CO.
3600 Cutler Ave NE, Ste. 1, 881-0887
[Brewery] Santa Fe Brewing Co. has made its
home at Green Jeans Farmery. You can stay and
have a beer or two, or take a growler or six-pack
to go. That yellow can with the zia symbol is
iconic and eye-catching anywhere. With a choice

of over 25 beers on tap and the option to bring
food in from other establishments, it’s hard to
leave this beautiful building. 

NOB HILL

FRENCHISH
3509 Central Ave NE, 433-5911 • $$$$
[French] Jennifer James goes casual-ish with this
Nob Hill eatery that serves up everything from a
heavenly seared foie gras on grilled bread
pudding drizzled with bourbon barrel-aged
maple syrup to a whimsical carrot dog. The wine
selection is great and there are weekly off-menu
specials like lamb and mocha baked Alaska.

POKI POKI CEVICHERIA
3422 Central Ave NE, 503-1077 • $$
[Asian, Asian Fusion, Latin American, Seafood] Pick
your size, ingredients, spice level and add-ons for
a tasty poke bowl. Choices range from ahi to
shrimp, salmon and even octopus. Very friendly,
helpful staff. We recommend the Latin bowl.

QUARTER CELTIC BREWPUB
1100 San Mateo Blvd. NE Ste. 50, 503-1387 • $$
[Brewery, Bar and Grill/Pub, British Isles] Everyone’s
a little Irish at this friendly place! Bring the
kiddies, bring your grandpa—everyone else does
(which means it can get a little crowded and
noisy, but we love it anyway). The whole joint
smells wonderfully like hot cereal and the
brewery tanks are visible from the eating area. We
recommend the perfect fish and chips paired
with a pint o’ the Rye’t Side of Dublin. Sláinte!

FOOD | CHOWTOWN by Dan Pennington

THE SHOP 
2933 Monte Vista Blvd NE, 433-2795 • $$
[American, New Mexican, Mexican] It’s in a location
that has seen quite a few restaurants come and go
over the years, but The Shop is making a real go
of it. With an emphasis on high quality, locally
sourced foods, the menu here covers breakfast
(try the pancakes and the chilaquiles) and lunch
(we suggest a cubano or chicken and waffles) with
equal finesse and attention to detail.

THAI VEGAN NOB HILL
3804 Central Ave SE, 200-2290 • $$
[Asian, Thai, Vegetarian/Health Foods, Vegan] The
Thai Vegan menu includes fake shrimp,
chicken, fish and pepper steak. That said, it
isn’t the vegetarian faux meats that makes the
place so good, but rather the fact that the cooks
really know what they’re doing as they whip up
their vegan delights. The Thai iced tea (yup,
that’s vegan too) is like sipping Bangkok
through a straw.

NORTH VALLEY

FARM & TABLE
8917 Fourth Street NW, 503-7124 • $$$
[Organic/Locally Grown, American, Fine Dining,
Fusion] Farm & Table’s North Valley setting is
gorgeous, inside and out. (The spacious
courtyard overlooks 10 acres of farm field.) The
local, organic ingredients are meticulously
sourced, and the food is reasonably priced for
the level of quality you get. Several salad options
and vegetarian entrées make this a perfect place
to graze. For brunch, try the carne adovada with

eggs. Don’t forget a refreshing dessert of house-
made ice cream or a sorbet trio.

NORTHEAST HEIGHTS

AN HY QUAN VEGETARIAN
RESTAURANT

1405 Juan Tabo Blvd NE, 332-8565 • $
[Vegan, Vegetarian, Vietnamese] These piquant
dishes will satisfy all with flavor and price. Try
the papaya salad: slivers of papaya in a light
chili sauce, topped with fresh basil and crushed
peanuts, this is something that we could literally
eat everyday. An Hy Quan only serves up
Vietnamese vegetarian and vegan dishes. 

REBEL DONUT

2435 Wyoming Blvd NE, 293-0553 • $
[Bakery/Sweets] Rebel Donut is home to donuts
both exotic and mundane, not to mention hot
coffee and Texas-style kolaches. They’re
justifiably lauded for their “Breaking Bad”-
inspired blue sky donut and other equally
creative specialty donuts like the peanut butter
Snickers and pepper-bacon-chocolate. The only
downside to this sweet shop is that you have to
arrive early before all the goodies run out.

OLD TOWN

BOW & ARROW BREWING CO.

608 McKnight Ave NW, 247-9800 • $
[Brewery] This trendy, modern brew house is the
epitome of hip. Craft beer options range from
the rich and earthy Flint & Grit ale to the
chocolaty Rustic Oak porter. Each beer has a
unique flavor with striking yet subtle
undertones, and the friendly bartenders are
happy to give samples of each irresistible flavor.
Try their popcorn nibbles.

CENTRAL GRILL AND COFFEE HOUSE

2056 Central Ave SW, 554-1424
[Diner, New Mexican, American] Central Grill is
one of the crop of new diners that embraces the
aesthetic of yesterday’s diners while offering
house-made meals with high-quality
ingredients. It’s a cozy eatery, especially during
the lunch rush, but if you go during quieter
hours the small space becomes intimate and
homey. Try the inside-out burger with cheese
cooked into the patty, or the chilaquiles with
fried tortilla wedges and your choice of chile. 

UNIVERSITY

O RAMEN AND CURRY HOUSE

2114 Central Ave SE, 508-1897 • $$
[Asian, Japanese] This University area restaurant
takes advantage of whatever natural law it is that
makes college students and ramen noodles a
perfect culinary pairing. The ramen bowls come
in three basic broths: chicken, veggie and the
iconic, milky tonkatsu, made from boiled pork
bones. It’s delicious, bolstering stuff and offered
at a great price. Also, check out the Japanese
microbrews!

Are we Repeating Ourselves?
Recently, the Bill Murray classic Groundhog Day made it’s way onto Netflix. One of my all-time favorite movies, I was excited to watch it again, if for no other reason than I just
needed a laugh. But this watch was different. There was a sense of darkness to it that had never been there before. An idea, perhaps more a concept, that in many ways, I was
beginning to mirror Phil. That my day-to-day life in 2020 had more or less become a repetition of moments, constantly replaying. Wake up, water the plants, go to the office, write a
Chowtown, go home, make dinner and fall asleep. The next day the same as the last and cycling back as far as I could remember. Every week I worry I might have put a duplicate
listing in. Yet every week, I wonder if anyone even keeps track. Should I keep track? Is there meaning to it all? Has my subconscious mind kept me from including a restaurant
because I ate a bad fish sandwich there once? These are the questions that keep me awake at night now. Anyways, enjoy!  a
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Back East there are towns named
puzzling things like “Old Lyme”
and “Old Saybrook” that

resulted from people living there,
moving someplace nearby, naming the
new place the name of their former
town and then simply adding the word
“old” to the previous location. I can
understand moving to a new place and
calling that place a new version of
something old like “New Mexico,” but
this renaming the old place “old” just
seems silly.

That said, this week’s cocktail
similarly lacks creativity in naming, but
makes up for it by being really tasty. Its
name is more of a description like “Old
Town,” indicating that’s where the town
once was, not that it was once called
“Town.” The “Old Fashioned” is a
name that indicates that is how we once
made cocktails; it is an old-fashioned
cocktail. Now that we have that sorted
out, let’s get to work making a drink.

1 sugar cube
2 dashes of Angostura bitters
3 oz rye whiskey
A twist of orange
Ice

COCKTAILS | by Clark Condé

There are so many options with an

Old Fashioned, but the basics go like

this: Drop a sugar cube into a rocks

glass and add two dashes of bitters.

Muddle (fancy bar talk for crush) the

cube and cover with whiskey. Rye is a

good choice because it blends well with

the orange, but bourbon won’t

disappoint. Add ice. Next, slice off a bit

of orange peel. Hold it an inch of so

above a lit match and squeeze toward

the cocktail glass. The tiny droplets of

citric acid expelled will ignite, infusing

a smokey taste into your Old

Fashioned. Feel free to toast the peel

briefly in the flame and toss it into the

glass as well. Some may suggest

Maraschino cherries as a garnish, but

that just masks the qualities of the rye

in my opinion. Unless you are using a

low-quality whiskey, leave the cherries

out. If you are using a low-quality

whiskey, don’t. That is a mistake that is

both predictable and avoidable. a

A Classic Revisited
The Old Fashioned

CLARKE CONDÉ

A TASTE OF THE CARIBBEAN
2720 Central Ave SE, 503-8428 • $$
[Caribbean/Cuban] This place has awesome staff
and a delicious menu featuring some of the most
amazing island food this side of the Atlantic. Make
up for never taking that Caribbean cruise by
dropping in.

WESTSIDE

LAGUNA BURGER (66 PIT STOP) 
14311 Central Ave NW, 352-7848 • $
[American] Here, you can eat one of the best green
chile burgers in the state of New Mexico. Laguna
Burger doesn’t offer much in the way of
atmosphere, but more than makes up for it in
sheer flavor.

URBAN HOTDOG COMPANY
10250 Cottonwood Park NW Ste 400H,
898-5671 • $
[American] Let’s shanghai the pedestrian hot dog,
says UHDC, and buy it a passport. Wieners in
Puerto Vallarta! (The Spicy Rooster with pico de
gallo, queso fresco and avocado salsa.) Wieners in
Singapore! (Tiger Dog with an Asian slaw, fresh
pea shoots, crushed wasabi peas and peanuts on a
poppy seed bun.) Wieners in Paris! (Le Bleu
wrapped with bacon, sautéed mushrooms, bleu
cheese and thyme.) If you’ve ever wanted to take
your hot dogs around the world without leaving
Albuquerque, head to the Urban Hotdog
Company immediately. 

CORRALES

IL VICINO
10701 Corrales Rd NW, 899-7500 • $$
[Pizza, Deli/Sandwiches, Brewery] Il Vicino’s thin-
crusted, gourmet-topped pizzas are perennial
favorites among Alibi readers, but the big salads are
equally popular. Order at the register and a server
brings the food to your table, making weekday
lunches speedy. The open kitchen gives you
something to stare at while you wait. Stop in for a
quick lunch or a late afternoon microbrew on the
patio.

RIO RANCHO

BLUE GRASSHOPPER BREWERY
4500 Arrowhead Ridge Dr SE, 896-8579 • $$
[Pizza, Bar and Grill/Pub] Anyone who is nervous
about trying new beers doesn’t have to worry at
Blue Grasshopper, they offer all of the local beers
you already love and offer some of their own brews
if you want to try something new. Those who enjoy
good music with a cold beer will enjoy this pub
because there is never a shortage of live bands.

The most classic of classic cocktails
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proved to everyone that she was one of
those bad actors that make criminal justice
reform necessary in the first place.

Rep. Tulsi Gabbard called Harris out on
it during a Democratic presidential debate
that ultimately sunk Harris’ campaign last
year. “There are too many examples to
cite,” said the Hawaiian representative.
“But she put over fifteen-hundred people
in jail for marijuana violations, and then
laughed about it when she was asked if she
ever smoked marijuana. She blocked
evidence that would have freed an
innocent man from death row until the
courts forced her to do so. She kept
people in prison beyond their sentences
to use them as cheap labor for the state
of California. And she fought to keep a
cash bail system in place that impacts
poor people in the worst kind of way.”
The senator also actively fought

against a California measure to
legalize cannabis in 2010.

Harris would later
propose addressing all of

these issues—including
cannabis, which she said
should be legalized or
descheduled—months

after this debate. Keep that
in mind when Biden’s

campaign starts telling you
that she had a Road to

Damascus moment somewhere in
there and magically reversed her
views on all of these topics. There
couldn’t possibly be a political
reason behind it. Right?

And as for any serious talk
concerning federal cannabis law

reform over the next four years: You
can almost certainly forget about it.

No COVID Relief For Hemp

Farmers
The US Department of Agriculture is
denying coronavirus relief to hemp
farmers.

In a recent notice, the USDA said it will
only be providing Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program benefits to commodity
producers that saw at least a five percent
price decline for their goods between
January and April. The hemp industry
reportedly made too much money to be
considered.

“While the national price did decrease
during the first quarter of 2020, it was only
a 1 percent decrease, which did not meet
the 5 percent or greater decrease in price
for CFAP eligibility,” USDA said.

The Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program (CFAP) is a $19 billion relief
program that was established as part of the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic
Security (CARES) Act. a

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS by Joshua Lee

It appears that Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham is revving up for legalization in
New Mexico, just like she promised us.

Supporters of the governor’s 2018
campaign reportedly received an email last
week asking for opinions related to the
legalization of cannabis for adult
consumption in New Mexico. The email
said the governor would like to review
the opinions before her team meets to
“chat through some big ideas.”

Lujan Grisham signaled she was
ready to see cannabis legalized during
the last legislative session and even
chided lawmakers for failing to pass
the most recent legalization bill. She
promised to make it a priority in 2021
and even put together a task force to
come up with recommendations for
how best to regulate the market.

The questionnaire that the email
is linked to seems to imply that she
is going forward with the plan
and really pushing for
legalization this time
around. It asks a number of
weighted questions that
seem to suggest Lujan
Grisham plans to argue that
any negative social effects of
legalizing cannabis are far
outweighed by the economic
benefits.

“I’ve listened to deep concerns
for people whose lives have been
turned upside down by the
inequitable effects of minor
marijuana convictions along with
an undeniable call for increased public
safety, especially for New Mexico
children,” the governor wrote. “But one
thing has become clear through all these
efforts: Legalizing cannabis would be a net
benefit to New Mexico and transform the
lives of so many people in this state.”

The questionnaire asked:
•“Do you think it’s important to protect

and expand access to medical cannabis?”
•“How important is it to you that New

Mexico protect public safety as it pursues
legalized cannabis?”

•“How important is it to you that we do
everything we can to boost the economies
of local communities in New Mexico?”

•“How important is it to you that we
keep fighting for forward-thinking policies
that will help New Mexico families?”

At the end, it tries to sneak a donation
out of visitors.

It seems like her argument is solid, if
simple. It’s hard to argue with the fact that
cannabis has proven to be a coronavirus-
safe industry and that the New Mexico
coffers are dangerously empty. The state
recently had to make a number of
emergency cuts to the year’s budget to
deal with the underperforming oil and gas

market that funds much of our state
government.

During a live-streamed COVID-19
update in May, Lujan Grisham pointed out
that many of the capitol projects that were
vetoed or downgraded to save on funds
would have been able to continue as
planned had lawmakers passed the
cannabis legalization bill earlier this year.

Dem VP’s Lackluster Weed

Stance
Presidential candidate Joe Biden is clearly
ready to say goodbye to the cannabis vote.
With the decision to choose Sen. Kamala
Harris as his running mate, he’s resolutely
placed himself in the ring against criminal
justice reform and, by extension, in
support of the current draconic practices
of the War On (some) Drugs.

Harris’ failure to become the
Democratic candidate can almost assuredly
be blamed on her time as the Attorney
General of California. While there, she

Checking In
Governor asks for comments on cannabis
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Licensed
Massage

HEAL & RELAX!
Treat yourself to
deep healing,
relaxation. 25 years
experience. $60
Katrina LMT#6855
(505)506-4016
innovative.massaget
herapy.com 

w
Tantra
Massage &

Place your ad: alibi.com/ads 

classifieds@alibi.com | (505) 346-0660 ext 248

Employment

w
CARGIVERS
$500 sign on

bonus at 90 days, FT
only, pd. training, no
exp. necessary.
Reliability, flexibility
and dependability a
must. Must have
NMDL, reliable
vehicle, current ins.,
GED/HS Diploma, &

Body & Soul

Classified

Real Estate
Old Town

w
COMMERCIAL
FOR LEASE

6320 Linn Ave NE
#D cell: 505-378-
0585 

Apartments

LOW RATES!
BRAND NEW Fully
Furnished Studio

Apartments – no
credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

NEWLY
RENOVATED
NEWLY
RENOVATED,
furnished studios.
Laundry Onsite.

Teaching
Give yourself the
beautiful & powerful
gift of Tantra
massage and
teaching. Namaste,
Julianne LMT#
2788/Certified Tantra
Educator 505 920
3083

MEZMERIZING
MASSAGE BY MISS
VIKI 
Call 505-304-4121 to

schedule Appt. Lic#
1904

MASSAGE 
Young college
student located near
the university in a
clean studio.. cleans
and disinfects after
each appointment!
Doing massage
Monday-Saturday 9
am till 6 pm to make
an appointment
please call (505) 295-

Cable & Utilities
INCLUDED. Call
now: 505-226-6932

LOW RATES!
BRAND NEW Fully
Furnished Studio
Apartments – no
credit check & no
lease req. Call Now:
505-225-2673

9458 Lic# 9993 

MASSAGE $40 AN
APPOINTMENT
Deep tissue massage
Hot stone foot
Swedish massage
LMT 6320

READER NOTICE: The
State of New Mexico
Department of
Regulation and

YOU WILL GET

RESULTS when you

place your classified

ad in the Weekly Alibi.

Call 346-0660 ext. 248

today!

licensing requires
registration numbers
for individuals who
practice massage
therapy. These
registration numbers
are included in all ads
within category 300.
Advertisers in this
category are
registered and
licensed by the State
of New Mexico and
are trained and
certified for

therapeutic massage.
Advertisers in
category 300 do not
perform sexual
massages. Any
concerns regarding
any of the advertisers
in this category
should be directed
to: Weekly Alibi.

must be 21 or over.
Apply at
https://providencesu
pportservices.com

THE WEEKLY ALIBI

CLASSIFIEDS are a

great deal! Call 346-

0660 ext. 248



Down
1 It’s made to step on
2 Obey Viagra?
3 San Francisco and New Orleans, for two
4 Frequent NASCAR sponsor
5 Uses an iron, maybe
6 Quick stretch in the alphabet song
7 Article written by Voltaire?
8 List-ending abbr.
9Web design option that's obsolete
10 Thighbone
11 “The Greatest Story ___ Told”
12 Stopper for the bubbly
13 Singing syllable
18 Cowboy's rope
24 Hockey great Bobby and family
25 Summer sign
26 Service station owned by BP
27 Arizona City, today
30 Cost-friendly
31 Bookish type
32 Cooked to perfection
33 Off-kilter
34 Elisabeth of  “Leaving Las Vegas”
35Woody Allen “regular guy in famous situations”
movie
38 Old paint additive
40 Ostrich or kiwi, e.g.
41 “First Do No ___” (Meryl Streep TV film)
44 Sallie ___ (student loan provider)
47 Site of  a 1949 European “Convention”
48 Takes to the soapbox
49Wishes
50 Carreras, Domingo, or Pavarotti
51 Etch away
52 Harold of  “Ghostbusters”
53 “To Live and Die ___”
54 Twist, as statistics
57 AOL or MSN, e.g., once ...
58 ... and where to find them
59 “___ be my pleasure!”
60 Sorority letter
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CROSSWORD | “FOR THE BIRDS”--MULTI-TASKING FOR THE “MODERN STONE AGE FAMILY.” | by Matt Jones

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE AT ALIBI.COM

TOON PAGE | CHARLES ELLIS & JEN SORENSEN

Across

1 Drains, as energy

5 R&B singer Cantrell

8 Cause counterpart

14 Jog like a horse

15 Presidential monogram during the 1960s

16 “Starlight Express” director Nunn

17 Gigantic bird with a stone passenger cabin

19 Item with an image-chiseling bird

20 Suffix for McCarthy

21With a tilde, “year”; without, something nastier

22 Darkness and obscurity

23Musical item using a pointy-beaked bird

28 Eye color location

29 Birds on a ranch Down Under

30Word after tight or rear

33 “Ad ___ per aspera” (Kansas state motto)

35 PBS kids' show that taught Ubby-Dubby

36 Fortune 500 member, most likely

37 Signaling item, when the bird's tail is pulled

39Motorist’s signal, when the bird is squeezed

42 Parisian street

43 Annoying “Sesame Street” muppet

45 “Biography” network

46 “Abso-friggin-lutely!”

47Mother of  all, in Greek mythology

48 Other, to Osvaldo

49 Garden tool, when the bird's legs are squeezed

53 “The Heat ___”

55 Dig in

56 Pension plan alternative

57Writing implement using a bird’s beak

59 Talking bird flying back and forth between stone

boxes

61 Cover for a platter

62 “Little piggy,” really

63 “___ but known ...”

64 Tousles, like a puppy

65 AMA members

66 Corrida cheers

2020 Matt Jones

HORRIFICA
QUEEN OF MARS
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