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their case ultimately ended in acquittal. 
According to a press release from the

DOJ, that federal executive department
investigated the Albuquerque Police
Department’s internal affairs against
negative accounts from the community
after public outcry over the James Boyd
shooting and amidst multiple past officer-
related shootings. In the report the DOJ
stated that, “The use of excessive force by
APD officers is not isolated or sporadic.
The pattern or practice of excessive force
stems from systemic deficiencies in
oversight, training, and policy. Chief
among these deficiencies is the
department’s failure to implement an
objective and rigorous internal
accountability system. Force incidents are
not properly investigated, documented, or
addressed with corrective measures.”

How have those recommendations to
address the problems of the department
been going? In the federal monitor’s tenth

[2] WEEKLY ALIBI AUGUST 27-SEPTEMBER 2, 2020

NEWS FEATURE | by Dan Pennington and Carolyn Carlson

Community Looks for Answers In Death of Ken Reiss

A murky timeline, strange actions and a video add up to confusion with friends

When a community faces the loss of
someone who was well-loved, it’s
palpable. The moments and

memories they shared with those around
them become something held by one less
person, with more untold and lost forever.
On the morning of Tuesday, Aug. 11
citizens of Albuquerque woke up to the
news of just that. Ken Reiss, a local
bartender at Carraro’s & Joe’s Place in the
University area, was shot and killed by
officers from the Albuquerque Police
Department. 

Initial reports from local media outlets
said that during a break-in at his home,
Reiss had called APD after shooting two
intruders. Police then said Reiss had fired
at them upon arrival, at which point they
returned fire, killing him. Following
protocol, APD held onto the footage from
officers in order to conduct an internal
investigation. But to many who knew him
and who lived in his neighborhood, they
felt the situation didn’t add up. If Reiss
had phoned police in the first place, why
would he ever fire at them? 

An (Almost) Brief History

of Albuquerque Police

Department

If you were to only know about
Albuquerque from “Breaking Bad,” then
you would assume that the city is a hotbed
for constant gang violence. It has its fair
share of it, that’s for certain, but it isn’t
constant gun fights over meth. In 2014,
however, officer-involved shootings and
use of excessive force by APD had reached
a level that was enough to draw attention
from the Department of Justice. It was
during that year, and specifically after
James Boyd was killed by APD in the
Foothills, that a DOJ investigation was
launched, finding “a pattern and practice
of unconstitutional policing” from our
local police department.

It’s easy to look at early episodes of
“Cops” that were filmed in Albuquerque to
get a picture of what our police force
looked like roughly 20 years ago, until
Mayor Marty Chavez banned the
documentary series from filming here in
2004 because of the negative light in
which it painted the city. It showed how
crime in our city looked, but in terms of
problems with APD, was not the root issue
that came to a head in 2014. There are a
handful of reasons for a decline in citizen
satisfaction with APD that could hold some
credence, but arguably the most important
one comes from the early ’00s. Mayor
Chavez, in an effort to help make the city
safer, made a campaign promise of hiring
over 200 new police officers. The problem
at the time was that no one wanted to be
one. According to city documents, in 2008
Chavez made several changes to the
department’s hiring policy. Officers no
longer needed a university degree, a

several thousand-dollar signing bonus for
new hires offered, and allowed lateral
hires. This meant officers hired from other
departments would be allowed to skip the
training process when joining APD.
Officers who had been ineligible for hire at
APD found ways to get in at smaller
departments outside the city and would
then transfer to the Albuquerque
department after their base one year was
completed.

These changes to the hiring process
began showing problematic signs. Officer-
involved shootings went on the rise,
culminating in the DOJ investigation. The
highest profile case came in 2014 in the
form of James Boyd, a homeless individual
camping in the Foothills without a permit
who was subsequently shot to death by
officers. The officers involved, Keith Sandy
and Dominique Perez, were charged with
homicide—though Sandy was allowed to
retire and Perez remained on the force and

Continued on page 3 

report, “Compliance Levels of the
Albuquerque Police Department and the
City of Albuquerque with Requirements of
the Court-Approved Settlement
Agreement [CASA],” it was found that
overall, things were improving. Released
in November of 2019, the main findings
said that, “As of the end of the tenth
reporting period, APD continues to make
progress overall. … APD is in 81 percent
Secondary Compliance as of this reporting
period, which means that effective follow-
up mechanisms have been taken to ensure
that APD personnel understand the
requirements of promulgated policies, e.g.,
training, supervising, coaching, and
disciplinary processes to ensure APD
personnel understand the policies as
promulgated and are capable of
implementing them in the field … APD is
in 64 percent Operational Compliance
with the requirements of the CASA, which
means that 64 percent of the time, field
personnel either perform tasks as required
by the CASA, or that, when they fail,
supervisory personnel note and correct in-
field behavior that is not compliant with
the requirements of the CASA.” 

These numbers show massive growth
for APD based on the issues laid out to
them by the DOJ. That being said, the city
is only five years in on this project. Change
of an entire department is difficult,
especially for those in long-established
positions. 

How the Night Went (As

Told by APD)

There are a lot of factors that played a part
in making this story catch as much
attention as it did. Arguably, the most
important factor at play was that Reiss was
the one to call APD and request their
presence, which makes the fact he died in
an officer-involved shooting very shocking
to the community. The other factor is that
there are videos from the scene of the
incident that were released to the public
from a neighbor who lives across the street
from where the shooting occurred which
show everything that happened from when
Reiss made his way out of his house and
onto Princeton Ave. 

Alibi reached out to Gilbert Gallegos,
Director of Communications for the
Albuquerque Police Department, asking
for the body camera and police vehicle
camera from the evening. In response
Gilbert told us, “Officers walked into a
dangerous situation where shots had
already been fired and an individual fired
at those officers. Tragically, a life was lost
and people are grieving that loss. There is
a thorough investigation underway into all
of the facts and evidence, including the
handgun and bullet casings found at the
scene. As with all shootings, APD will
provide a review of the preliminary
investigation that includes video and audio
captured from officers’ body-worn

Ken’s son, Devon, and a leader from Black New Mexico Movement meet 

together at Reiss’ memorial.

CHRIS FORTSON
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cameras. The results of the final
investigation will also be available to the
public.” As of publication, the date of the
media briefing in regards to this incident
is scheduled for Sept. 4, though that could
be subject to change. 

Currently, the official stance by APD is
that Reiss discharged his weapon at
officers. Unfortunately, the video from the
doorbell camera on Princeton Ave. only
shows what happened once Reiss reached
that street and began moving south. After
canvassing the neighborhood and asking
people who were there the night of the
incident about what happened, multiple
people wanted to remain anonymous but
felt their story was important and were
willing to share. The interviews we did
with individuals living in the
neighborhood began five days after the
incident, and some took place a full two
weeks after the incident. Additionally,
most people we spoke with said they
hadn’t been interviewed by APD; those
that were said it was very brief, and they
weren’t given a way to contact officers
further about the investigation. Only two
of the 12 people interviewed in the
immediate area of the incident had been
involved in any communication with APD,
which they described as conversations
lasting less than two minutes. 

Weekly Alibi obtained a copy of the
search warrant, and the pertinent facts are
that a call was made to 911 by Reiss
around 12:24am on the morning of Aug.
11, stating that two subjects had broken
into his house with guns, and that he shot
one of them, a male, in the process. APD
dispatched officers. Following the
discharged weapons, more calls came into
APD from other people in the
neighborhood, stating that a man and
woman were outside the home, yelling,
with more gunshots being fired. Reiss
identified himself on his 911 call and
claimed that he only shot one person, with
the other being in the home still. Reiss
told APD he was carrying his weapon at
the time and mentioned there had been a
fight the weekend prior involving the
woman. 

This is where we have to make an
inference on what APD is talking about,
but the report states Reiss mentioned that
the woman was still in the house, and that
he shot one subject three times and the
other once. What is unclear is if the
woman was one of the two people who
broke into the house or if she was already
there prior to the break in. The way the
warrant report is written makes it seem like
she was not one of the individuals involved
in the break in. But that might be an issue
with the way it is worded in the report, and
she could be the second individual. By
12:28am Reiss mentioned the individuals
were armed and he was speaking to
someone on the scene while still on the
phone. A minute later Reiss spoke out
loud, saying, “By the car, get down,”
followed by, “Get behind the car right now,
don’t worry about that.”

According to the warrant, APD arrived
at 12:30am, where they heard additional
shots go off. What isn’t clear in this next
part is if officers were speaking about one

or two people, saying the officer, “advised
there was a subject running southbound on
Princeton from Garfield. Officer Smith
also advised that there was one subject
fleeing who was bleeding and firing shots.”
As stated in the warrant, officers who
arrived on scene did not know who was
firing shots. The subject who they
observed running down Princeton was
Reiss, who they state fired toward officers
at this point, whereupon they surrounded
him, returning fire and ultimately ending
his life. Officers investigating Reiss’ home
found no one inside the residence but did
find evidence that guns had been
discharged inside. 

How the Night Went (As

Told by Witnesses and a

Camera)

Let’s get a few things cleared off the plate
currently. As of now, no one has been
named in the break-in, we have no current
information to share about the woman
inside and, as a whole, have next to
nothing regarding the break-in that
preceded the shooting. For the most part,
witness testimony and video evidence
matchup with most of what is in this
warrant report. 

Speaking to Rocky Pedroncelli, a
neighbor of Reiss’ who lives next to his
apartment and shares the same back
courtyard, Pedroncelli said he saw the
arrival of officers, east of the cross streets

Vassar Dr. and Garfield Ave., near where
the incident took place. They had parked
farther up the street and walked to the
scene on foot. Pedroncelli said he saw
seven officers approaching with weapons
and flashlights. By this point in time, Reiss
would have been outside his house, still on
the phone. 

According to an Albuquerque Journal
report, a woman named Linda Johnson
said she and her ex-husband, “saw Reiss
run and crouch behind a vehicle with a
gun in his hand. Johnson said Reiss looked
‘wide-eyed and terrified,’ saying he shot
someone who broke into his house—
describing them as ‘professionals.’ She said
police vehicles showed up within minutes
and Reiss said, ‘If that’s not Albuquerque
police, we’re in big trouble.’ ” Using the
timeline laid out in the APD search
warrant report and other testimonies, this
was very near to when the shot was fired
that officers say was aimed at them. Alibi
reached out to speak with Johnson
multiple times, but were not been able to
reach her by publication. 

This moment, the shot made when APD
arrived, is arguably the most important
one, as it is the point where APD says they
were fired at, which gave them the grounds
to pursue and fire back. There are two
points that stick out. First, Reiss was on the
phone with dispatch still, as evidenced in
the APD report, so dispatch should have
been able to inform him those were
officers arriving on scene. Secondly,

according to the earlier interview
conducted with Johnson, she mentions,
“She went back to her home when another
shot rang out. She looked out the window
and saw Reiss holding his side as he ran
around the corner, down Princeton.”
Additionally, Johnson mentions her ex-
husband was approached by officers,
whom he informed that Reiss was the one
who called them for help in the first place.
Up until this point, at least from what is
contained in the police report, Reiss had
not mentioned being injured. An
anonymous source told Weekly Alibi they
witnessed the shot referenced in the
report, which can be heard in the 46
minute video pulled from a nearby Nest
doorbell camera. This source says they
witnessed Reiss fire his gun into either his
own leg or his foot. 

In regards to the video footage we do
have, it’s very tight. The Nest doorbell
video is 46 minutes long. Between the time
we hear the last gunshot in the video and
when Reiss is killed is three minutes. The
three-minute space otherwise has no
audible sounds of gunfire. If Reiss did
shoot himself like the witness stated, it
explains why he was injured. At that point
APD would have been near or at his front
door, with him already down Garfield Ave.,
near where he would move to Princeton
Ave. Viewing other footage taken from a
security camera at the same house as the
Nest doorbell camera with a higher
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the leg or in the foot. APD arrives on scene.
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police for help, which resulted in his death
at their hands. Reiss was a beloved
member of his community, and that has
sparked a movement to take a closer look
at the circumstances surrounding his
untimely death. 

Ken’s Impact

The hardest part of a community member
leaving us is the loss of all the things we
loved about them. Sure, people can share
certain traits, but the magic of the human
experience is that no two people are alike.
There may be others who are funny like
Reiss, but they aren’t him. There could be
others who are kind like Reiss, but they
aren’t him. A fan of Motorhead, a Trekkie,
a “Jeopardy!” ace and one of the funniest
people anyone knew, those who spoke with
Weekly Alibi knew Reiss and shared some of
the best memories they had of their times
together. At a memorial held for him in
front of Cararro’s and Joe’s Place on
Saturday, Aug. 15, a large crowd gathered
to pay their respects. People spoke of his
impact on them, on the trajectory of their
lives and how he changed it for the better
just by being a part of it. 

Speaking with Aspen-Rose Doyle, the
mother of his son and his best friend, she
said, “As a family we are broken. My son
has lost his Dad. We want an honest and
transparent investigation by APD. We want
the truth to be told.” In an interview,
friend and past coworker Jose Weber said
that to Reiss his son Devon was the most
important part of his life. “He always
brought up Devon, every conversation we
ever had, he brought him up. What he was
doing in school, what he was doing outside
in his life. If Devon brought a friend from
school to Joe’s, he’d make them a huge
pizza and sit down to talk with them.” 

Another thing to be heard was how
intelligent he was. Weber told the paper

Reiss was “wicked smart” and would show
off his skills when “Jeopardy!” was on in
the bar. He also mentioned that Reiss’
most memorable feature was his loud,
boisterous laugh that could fill the bar
when he was happy, and a love of going to
brunch with his family on Sundays. A
friend of 15 years, Jay Forsythe mentioned
that, “Ken eventually became one of my
best guitar students. He could talk to you
about anything, was knowledgeable about
everything. But mostly talked about how
much he loved his son. We traded old
recipes from our beloved home. Ken came
to my kid’s birthday parties and bought
gift certificates to Hinkle for my sons when
my youngest son was diagnosed with
cancer.”

In the memorial group for Reiss, many
spoke to his warm and loving nature. “You
could always tell he told a bad joke by his
booming laugh throughout the bar. It was
a privilege if you could get him to laugh
the same at your own joke. Even if we were
both having a bad day, he would make sure
I was okay; and after 10 minutes talking
with him, we’d both be laughing and
having a better day. The world is worse off
without him,” said Rhiannon, his friend. “I
loved that when my father, Fermin
Hernandez, passed he always offered my
sister and I kind words. My dad had a
gallery in Old Town for almost 30 years.
Ken helped us more than he knows,” wrote
Lori Hernandez Young. 

A trait that came up a lot was his
passion for his work, and how he
interacted with those who came in. “I
always appreciated seeing Ken at Joe’s. He
always gave me a little grief for ordering
PBR. Thanks for putting up with me and
my bad taste in beer,” said Justin Garcia.
“He always remembered my name and my
favorite cider no matter the length of time
between visits. Chatting with him was
always a pleasure,” said Carlyn Pinkins.
“Ken had the best laugh. I would spend
most of our shifts at Joe’s just trying to get
him to laugh. More often than not it was
he who would have me in stitches. He
always had my back as a boss and as a best
friend. I trusted him with my life. He was a
mentor and all around badass. I know I
speak for all who knew him when I say this
place is worse off without Ken,” said Judith
Mondragon, who worked with Reiss. 

As a bartender Reiss made sure
everyone knew that he loved sambuca,
introducing many to the acquired taste.
“We were talking about drinks and he
asked if I had tried sambuca, I said no,
never. Next thing out of his mouth was
blasphemy!” recalled Markie Sexton. “It
was always sambuca. That and Tecates,”
mentioned Weber.

The number one thing that came up
over and over was his kindness. “Ken
walked with a purpose. People called it the
Ken stomp, but I always saw it as an
illustration of how he lived his life, with a
purpose. Ken was one of those rare
humans who even when he was hurting he
still only cared about making others
happy. A joke to brighten your day, a song
to lift your spirits, an ear to listen. His
laughter was infectious and his outlook on
life was a positive reminder that the world
has good in it. … Ken brought so many
people together, kept so many people
happy. He’s been my friend for so long
and he will forever be an influence in my
life,” wrote Patrick Moser. “Ken was so
kind and looked out for me when I was
pregnant and decided to attend a Fatso
show at Joe’s to see my husband play. He
kept an eye on me all night and made sure
I had water and Sprites and did not get
hurt in the mosh pit! I won’t ever forget
that kindness,” wrote Christie Marrs. 

For many in the Albuquerque
community, Reiss’ absence in their lives is
already immensely difficult to handle. “He
was a shoulder to lean on, an ear that
listened, a mind that fathomed the depths
and laughed at the lights and shadows he
found there. He made you feel seen and
gave you what you needed, even if you
didn’t know you needed it until later. Ken
was a man of the people. He was the best
of us. He was any of us, but more: He was
my friend,” Darren Raspa wrote. Christina
Bryant said, “I thought he was going to be
that one friend I would have for the rest of
my life. The one who didn’t judge and
always cared how I was.”

A GoFundMe was put together to
support Ken Reiss’ son, Devon. Members
have asked that any donations be made
there in order to help take care of Devon
through all of this. That site can be found
at gofundme.com/f/justice-for-ken-reiss.  a

A makeshift memorial rests in front of Ken Reiss’ home. DAN PENNINGTON

The last photo Ken Reiss uploaded to his Facebook. KEN REISS

Continued from page 3 

vantage point (that is motion activated,
according to the owner), Reiss can be seen
hiding behind a car when he is
approached by officers. At this point the
last shot that can be heard is the one
where Reiss allegedly shot his leg three
minutes prior. The audio is fairly clear,
with APD stating multiple times, “Let me
see your hands.” In this motion-activated
video Reiss says, “You’re the cops?” but he
is not answered. The audio isn’t perfect, so
it can’t be definitively said whether police
identified themselves. But from what can
be heard, it doesn’t appear that APD
officers did so. Within five seconds of them
seeing Reiss and beginning to speak, 11
shots are fired. It is not immediately clear
who shot them, but it is 11 shots that
happen in rapid succession of each other.
After those shots have been fired, Reiss
shouts multiple times, “I’m shot!” and that
is followed by four more gunshots. Reiss
can no longer be heard after those shots. 

Watching the overhead security video, it
is shot from high up and shows off the
majority of Princeton Ave. in relevance to
the shooting. Three APD officers on the
street can be identified by their flashlights.
The three officers surround the car that
Reiss is hiding behind, approaching from
the north, west and south sides. Reiss is
seen moving from the south side going
east toward the parking lot of a nearby
apartment. Reiss cannot be seen shooting
in any of the footage, but audio makes it
clear that, when the 11 shots are fired,
there is no gap between the first shot and
the other ten, with all of them happening
in a space of roughly three to four seconds. 

Given the evidence obtained so far, it
paints a confusing and disturbing picture
of APD response to an urgent 911 call.
Regardless of how the scenario played out,
the basic facts are clear: A man was
threatened in his own home and he called
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Officer Involved Shootings Are Nothing New

Interview with civil rights attorney Rachel Higgins

Officer involved shootings are not
new to the Albuquerque Police
Department.

Dozens of shootings took place from
2000 to 2014, and the subsequent public
outcry brought the U.S. Department of
Justice into the city’s police department to
oversee reform measures under a consent
decree. 

It doesn’t seem like lessons learned
stood the test of time. Going back a bit
further, in the 1990s, dozens more police
killings brought less-than-lethal measures
such as bean bag guns and tasers to the
force. But their use, and the use of dogs,
resulted in more lawsuits, and police went
back to the easier way: shooting people. 

It is all about the training. What is
being taught at the state’s law enforcement
academies shows up on the streets in how
officers handle stressful and rapidly
changing situations. The Albuquerque
Police Department is still operating under
the federal consent decree, so there is an
additional layer of oversight if things get
out of hand and lessons learned are
forgotten.

Say Their Names

Jay Murphy, 2007; Kenneth Ellis, 2010;
Len Fuentes, 2010; Christopher Torres,
2011; Alan Gomez, 2011; James Boyd,
2014; Mary Hawkes, 2014; Dennis
Humphrey, 2016. The list goes on and on. 

Beloved University-area bartender Ken
Reiss’ death on Aug. 11 was the sixth APD
officer-involved shooting this year and the
second on that very day. Weekly Alibi sat
down for a COVID-safe conversation with
Rachel Higgins, attorney for the Reiss
family. This is what she had to say.

Rachel Higgins: On behalf of Ken’s family
and friends, a group that is frankly too
large in number to count, thank you for
endeavoring in a search for the truth
about Ken’s death. 

Weekly Alibi: What can you tell us

about the events leading up to the

shooting?

At this point APD has not released any
information to the family or the public,
other than the brief statements made to
the press. A search warrant applied for
and issued to Albuquerque Police
Department on 8/11/20 at 6:10am (hours
after the shooting took place) indicates
that at 12:24am on August 11, Mr. Reiss
called 911 for help. He reported that
armed assailants had broken into his home
and that he had shot at the assailants.
Based on the information in the warrant,
which describes communications between
Mr. Reiss and the 911 dispatch operator, it
appears that Mr. Reiss was actively
defending his life and perhaps the life of
someone else who was with him in his
home as he spoke to the operator. The

implications does this have?

Many. First, as a matter of human decency
and respect, Mr. Reiss’s home should have
been secured, particularly since police
entered and served a warrant therein.
Next, this failure calls into question
whether APD has any intention of
collecting and processing the remaining
evidence in Mr. Reiss’s home in an attempt
to determine the identities of the armed
assailants or the events that took place
inside Ken’s home.

What would the family and friends

like the public to know about Mr.

Reiss? 

Ken Reiss is survived by his son Devon,
Aspen Rose Doyle, innumerable dear
friends who have been the fortunate
recipients of Ken’s generosity, humor,
grace, intelligence and great company
over the years. Ken’s death has left behind
a thousand broken hearts. His vast
community of friends and loved ones are
in total disbelief regarding APD’s
recounting of the events leading up to
Ken’s death. Not a single person who knew
Ken believes that he shot at police after
calling them to help save his life. An
independent investigation should be
commenced by the District Attorney’s
Office immediately so that the truth can be
known, and so that those responsible for
Ken’s needless death can be held
accountable. a

warrant indicates that Mr. Reiss said there
had been a “fight over the previous
weekend over a woman.” It appears that as
Mr. Reiss spoke to dispatch, he exited his
home in an attempt to get away. The
identity of Mr. Reiss’ guest, if he had one,
has not been reported or disclosed. The
video provided by a neighbor’s Ring
doorbell shows Mr. Reiss taking cover
behind a car for protection. 

Is there any history of any other

calls to Mr. Reiss’ residence?

The warrant issued did not state any
history of calls at this location, which
would normally be included had there
been any such history. 

When we listen/watch the various

Ring and Nest doorbells footage

from the residents who captured

the shooting, we do not hear the

officers identify themselves as

Albuquerque Police Officers when

they were giving commands to Mr.

Reiss. Does this matter?

It matters a great deal. Police officers
should make their presence and identity as
officers known, both for their safety and
the safety of others. The circumstances
here involved an armed home invasion of
Ken Reiss’ home by multiple assailants in
the middle of the night. Between the time
of the 911 call to dispatch and their

arrival, Mr. Reiss had been forced to
actively defend his life by firing shots, then
flee his home. The possibility that Mr.
Reiss had been injured or wounded as a
result was very high. The stress, confusion
and fear that Mr. Reiss must have been
experiencing as he waited for officers to
arrive and assist is unimaginable. Police
knew Mr. Reiss was fighting for his life and
waiting for their help. Instead, it appears
that APD conducted an “invisible
deployment” without lights, sirens or
police announcements. In other words,
they arrived on scene in the cover of
darkness. APD should have immediately
made their presence known for their and
Ken Reiss’ safety.

We also hear about 15 shots? Is

that an excessive amount of shots

for the situation?

Yes. Under no set of circumstances was it
necessary or reasonable for officers to fire
15 shots at Mr. Reiss at close range. The
number of shots indicates that multiple
officers were firing and that no one officer
was in charge or in control of the situation.
Lapel camera video recorded by the
responding officers will be critical to an
understanding of why this occurred. 

We hear from neighbors that Mr.

Reiss’ house was left pretty much

unsecured and open after APD

searched his residence. What

INTERVIEW | by Carolyn Carlson
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Dateline: Oregon

An unidentified man dispersed thousands
of dollars to people waiting in line for
coronavirus relief checks. According to
KOIN in Oregon, residents across the state
waited in credit union lines last week to
apply for $500 emergency relief checks
that will be distributed as part of a newly
announced state program. A group of
people waiting in line at an OnPoint credit
union in Hillsboro, Ore. said they were
given an extra gift. According to witnesses
a man pulled up to the credit union in a
Jaguar. He was reportedly irritated when
he saw the long line blocking the ATM
and asked why the people were there.
When they explained what they were
waiting in line for, the man did something
incredible. “All of a sudden he breaks
open a stack of $100 bills,” said witness
Kathryn Davidson. “And he said distribute
this down the line. He just said here take
it, and he didn’t ask for any thanks. He
just drove off.” Davidson said she believes
the man handed over up to $10,000. “He
actually broke the band off of it so that
means it was $10,000. At least $3,000—
maybe the whole $10,000—was just
distributed to everyone in line,” she said.
The mysterious man has not been
identified.

Dateline: Germany

A German university is offering $1,900

grants “for doing nothing.” United Press

International reports that the University

of Fine Arts in Hamburg is offering

“idleness grants” to students willing to

abstain from all activity as part of research

for an exhibition on sustainability. The

university plans to award three students

with the grants. Each will be paid $1,900

and be expected to practice “active

inactivity.” A panel of school officials will

hear students’ idleness proposals and

decide which students will receive the

grants. Friedrich von Borries, the theorist

behind the program, told reporters that

the faculty are looking for impressive feats

of idleness. “If you say you are not going

to move for a week, then that’s

impressive,” he said. “If you propose you

are not going to move or think, that might

be even better.” The amount of time spent

actively being inactive is reportedly up to

the applicant. The school said the grants

will be awarded in January 2021. Von

Borries said participants will receive the

grant money whether they are successful at

being inactive or not.

Dateline: Japan

A new set of public restrooms with

transparent walls has been installed at a

Tokyo park. According to NPR, architect

Shigeru Ban believes that the colorful,

transparent bathrooms will help put

people at ease. “There are two things we

worry about when entering a public

restroom, especially those located at a

park,” claims the architect’s firm. “The

first is cleanliness, and the second is

whether anyone is inside.” When someone

locks the restroom door from the inside,

the walls turn opaque, obscuring the

person. “Using a new technology, we made

the outer walls with glass that becomes

opaque when the lock is closed, so that a

person can check inside before entering,”

said sponsor the Nippon Foundation. The

new transparent restrooms are part of the

foundation’s Tokyo Toilet project to

redesign toilets across the city in an

attempt to enhance Japan’s image as a

culture of hospitality. The project is

enlisting famous architects to reimagine

restrooms in 17 locations around Tokyo.

The transparent restrooms are meant to

inspire relaxation and comfort in users.

After dark they light up the park with

various colors “like a beautiful lantern,”

the Ban’s website says.

Dateline: Switzerland

Swiss residents were shocked last week

when a chocolate factory malfunction

caused cocoa powder to fall from the sky.

According to the Los Angeles Times, the

Lindt & Sprüngli company said there was

a minor defect in the cooling ventilation

for a line of roasted “cocoa nibs” in its

factory in Olten. The nibs leaked into the

air and were reportedly picked up and

spread across town by strong winds. The

resultant dusting left a number of objects

in the vicinity of the factory coated in a

chocolate powder—including at least one

car. The company apologized for the

malfunction and offered to pay to clean

the automobile, though no one has come

forward to accept the offer. It said the

cocoa dusting was harmless to residents.

The candy ventilation system was repaired,

and the factory soon resumed normal

operations once more. a
Compiled by Joshua Lee. Email your weird

news to josh@alibi.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS | by Gwynne Unruh

It Is What It Is

Teachers just say no to unsafe school openings

Across the country teachers are
refusing to accept “It is what it is”—
an expression that is used to

characterize a frustrating or challenging
situation that a person believes cannot be
changed and must just be accepted. On
July 23 New Mexico Governor Michelle
Lujan Grisham announced that all schools
will need to be exclusively online until at
least Labor Day. The Albuquerque
Teachers Federation has just passed a
motion that New Mexico kids spend the
“entire first semester of ’20/’21 school
year” learning in front of a laptop.
Teachers’ unions across the country are
prepared to strike if their concerns about
their safety and the students they instruct
are not addressed.

Unions that represent over three
million teachers in every state in the
nation are calling for safety strikes as a last
resort if school reopening plans don’t meet
the demands for keeping educators
healthy and safe during the coronavirus
pandemic. Based on results of a survey
they conducted, the Albuquerque
Federation of Teachers union just passed a
motion to extend remote learning until at
least the end of the first semester of the
’20 to ’21 school year.

Due to a number of concerns by
Albuquerque Public Schools (APS)
educators about the logistics and safety,
the Albuquerque Federation of Teachers
union conducted a survey focused on the
Hybrid Learning Model that was open to
all APS licensed employees. Almost 4,000
educators within their bargaining unit
responded. Based on the Federations’
survey—results showed 134 school sites
voted in favor of online learning (94.4
percent), 8 voted against (5.6 percent)—
the members of their bargaining unit that
responded do not think it is safe to return
to in-person, hybrid learning any time
soon.

The survey results showed over 40
percent of licensed educators responding
prefer to work from home (with an
additional 27.8 percent selecting
“maybe”); 1250 educators (over 25 percent
of those that answered) have high-risk
conditions, many of which will not be
covered by Americans with Disabilities Act
accommodations; over 1150 educators
responding live with someone who has a
high-risk condition; 3 percent of educators
indicated they would be willing to return
to the classroom if required, however over
12 percent of those who responded (447
employees) indicated they would retire,
resign or go on unpaid leave instead.
Another 19 percent said they were
uncertain about what their career choice
would be. Only 14 percent of respondents
are ready to return to in-person schooling

right now; 78.1 percent of educators think
the Hybrid Model will not work or that
there are serious issues.

The Albuquerque Federation said they
cannot continue to plan for two different
worlds: Remote Learning and Hybrid
Learning; rather they need to go all-in one
way or the other to create the stability
needed for educators, staff and parents.
The union said while they would prefer to
be in the classroom, “Educators must be
able to plan for our students and make
plans to care for our own children. Parents
and students need to be able to plan for
where children will study and where they
will spend their time when not in class.”

Albuquerque Public Schools has
committed to providing one technology
device to each student for remote learning
during the pandemic and began checking
out technology devices to all students in
early August. Most students will receive
Chromebooks, though some of the
district’s youngest students, special
education students and English language
learners may receive iPads. For parents
with cars, there are over 50 locations
scattered around the city with marked
signage where they can park to have their
children log in to wireless internet.

New Mexico rural school districts
continue to struggle with internet access as
online classes begin. COVID-19 has laid
bare the nature of the inequalities with
regard to home access to technology.
Children who lack the internet and
computers now also lack access to
education. Kids in low-income families

were most likely to be left out of remote
learning.

According to a 2016 report by the
Federal Communications Commission
(FCC), more than 430,000 people in New
Mexico—roughly 20 percent of the overall
population and more than half of the
state’s rural population, including most of
the people living on tribal lands—lacked
access to the level of advanced
telecommunications capability or good
internet service to do things such as video
conferencing.

Unions are demonstrating they are
prepared to play hardball to ensure that
teachers, students and support staff are
safe during the pandemic. The McKinley
County Federation of United School
Employees, Local #3313 AFT-NM (the
“Union”), has filed an action seeking
injunctive relief to prevent the Gallup-
McKinley County School District from
actively and willfully violating the school
reopening procedures identified by the
New Mexico Public Education
Department. The action alleges, in
addition to displaying an appalling lack of
leadership, GMCS Superintendent Mike
Hyatt has deliberately violated the New
Mexico Public Education Department’s
directive on COVID-19 safe practices. The
Union has asked for an emergency hearing
to bring Superintendent Hyatt’s actions
“within the limitations of the law, safe
pandemic work practices and simple
common sense.”

New Trump administration guidance
that states teachers should be considered

“critical infrastructure workers” and can be
sent into classrooms after being exposed to
COVID-19 without a quarantine period
has teachers’ unions across the nation up
in arms because of how dangerous the
guidance is to students, educators and
their families.

The National Education Association
(NEA) President Eskelsen García said, “No
one should listen to Trump or DeVos on
reopening schools. As the largest labor
union and professional interest group in
the United States, NEA is committed to
ensuring the health and safety of its
members and students during COVID-19.”
Garcia believes there are ways to mitigate
risks; but it will be costly, and she
advocates not opening an unsafe school.
She said educators are prepared to do
“whatever it takes.” 

“Nobody wants to see students back in
the classroom more than educators,” Garcia
said in a public statement. “But when it
comes to their safety, we’re not ready to take
any options off the table.” Garcia has gone
so far as to dare “Trump to sit in a class of
39 sixth graders and breathe that air
without any preparation for how we’re
going to bring our kids back safely.”

After the Trump administration’s
guidance declaring teachers as essential
workers, American Federation of Teachers
President Randi Weingarten stated, “The
Trump administration will always try to
change the rules to threaten, bully and
coerce. If the president really saw us as
essential, he’d act like it. Teachers are and
always have been essential workers—but
not essential enough, it seems, for the
Trump administration to commit the
resources necessary to keep them safe in
the classroom.” The Federation says school
buildings should open only in places
where the average daily community
infection rate among those tested for
COVID-19 is below 5 percent and the
transmission rate is below 1 percent.

NEA President Garcia said that the
essential workers designation “has no legal
merit and is more of a rhetorical gambit to
give President Trump and those governors
who are disregarding the advice and
guidance from public health experts an
excuse to force educators into unsafe
schools.”

AFT President Weingarten summed up
the response to unsafe opening of schools
we can expect from the teachers and their
union representatives. “If authorities
don’t protect the safety and health of
those we represent and those we serve ...
nothing is off the table,” she warned.
“Not advocacy or protests, negotiations,
grievances or lawsuits or, if necessary and
authorized by a local union as a last
resort, safety strikes.” a

On the bright side, the cafeteria hasn’t remained this immaculate in years! 
CLARKE CONDÉ
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CLARKE CONDÉ

NEWS CITY

BY JOSHUA LEE

Immunity For Police

Questioned

Last week a newly appointed civil rights

commission held its first meeting to discuss

reforming provisions that protect New

Mexico police officers from lawsuits against

misconduct.

The Associated Press reports that the

commission is led by former New Mexico

Supreme Court Justice Richard Bosson and

former federal prosecutor Mark Baker. The

group was created during the special

legislative session held in June as part of

larger police reform efforts made by Gov.

Michelle Lujan Grisham and the state

Legislature.

Qualified immunity protects officers from

becoming the targets of civil lawsuits over

misconduct. In recent weeks a number of

states have moved forward with legislation

banning qualified immunity following

protests over the death of George Floyd in

Minneapolis, Minn.

The new commission is consulting with

the Legislature’s legal affairs office and

state risk management officials and is set to

present its findings and recommendations

to the Legislature and governor in

November before any action is taken.

Governor Considering

More Reopenings

In a recent interview with KOB, Gov. Lujan

Grisham said she might be willing to open

up more of the state’s economy soon.

Last week the state reportedly met all

the criteria set by the governor to allow the

next phase of reopening to begin. When

asked about the timeline for the next phase,

Lujan Grisham said, “I think people should

feel that in the next couple of weeks—three

weeks—we want to introduce that next set

of risks.”

The governor said she plans to make the

initiation of in-person schooling a priority.

“We’re two and a half weeks into really

doing better, we’re close, so schools are

my priority, I think they should be all of

ours,” she said. “The rest of the country has

not been successful in in-person learning in

any context anywhere. … I’m still feeling

very encouraged that some school districts

will try this hybrid model.”

The current public health order expires

this Friday, Aug. 28.

PED Chief: Online

School Challenging

New Mexico Public Education Department

Secretary Ryan Stewart says the

department is having trouble meeting the

needs of some students during the

pandemic.

During a recent interview with KOAT,

Stewart said that the need for online

learning has introduced new challenges to

the PED. “We know that there are many

students and families that don’t have

broadband,” he told a reporter. “We know

that we have to get more devices out in the

field.”

Stewart said about $40 million of CARES

Act funding has been spent by the state to

develop internet services for students.

“We’re still trying to find those individuals

and have processes where they can dip into

that fund to get devices and connectivity

support as well,” he said.

Last week Albuquerque Public Schools

board voted six to one to remain online-only

through the rest of the fall semester.

Stewart said each district has to make its

own decision regarding the safety of

returning to in-person education. a
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The story goes like this: It was 1920
and 24-year-old Tennessee state
legislator Harry Burn was faced with

a choice. Thirty-five of the then-48 states
had ratified the 19th Amendment that
granted women the right to vote, and just
one more state was needed for passage.
The question was now before an evenly split
legislature, with members of the chamber
showing their support for ratification by
wearing yellow roses and those in
opposition wearing red. Burn, sporting a
red rose, was inclined to vote against the
measure, but his mother had written him
earlier and urged his support. When the
vote was called, Burn broke ranks saying, “I
knew that a mother’s advice is always safest
for a boy to follow, and my mother wanted
me to vote for ratification.” The measure
passed by one vote and the 19th
Amendment became law. As Debra
Yoshimura concludes in her retelling of the
story, “Hurray for Harry Burn!”

It is from this story and Debra
Yoshimura that we get the glass mosaic
work “Do Not Disappoint Your Mother” as
part of the Tortuga Gallery’s current
exhibit Many Votes, Many Voices. The show is
an education about the right to vote by 15
New Mexican mosaic artists. What is
striking about Yoshimura’s piece is the

Voting Stories

Yoshimura’s “Do Not Disappoint 
Your Mother”

story. It is among many works within the
show that tell little-known parts of the
story of women’s suffrage.

As galleries and museums search for
ways to adapt to pandemic conditions, it
is shows like this that serve a public
education role that are at the most risk. If
field trips were a possibility, I would
recommend every high school civics class
take a walk through the Tortuga Gallery
to learn a bit about the struggle for the
right to vote. The gallery has committed
to keeping the exhibit online through
November, though I highly recommend
donning a mask and seeing the show in
person. Understanding and interpreting
our history through art moves beyond
aesthetics, and Tortuga should be
applauded for bringing this work to a
public audience. With a critical vote
before us this November, it is a history
lesson we could all use. a

 ARTS | ARTS MAGNIFIED by Clarke Condé

“Do Not Disappoint Your Mother”

By Debra Yoshimura

Gallery Open Friday, Aug. 28, 

11am-8pm

Tortuga Gallery

901 Edith Blvd. SE

CLARKE CONDÉ 

There are many drinks named
after animals such as the
juvenile “Grasshopper”, the

previously discussed Mule variations (see
the Aug. 13 edition of the Weekly Alibi)
and the another-day-thrown-in-the-trash
Hair of the Dog. The name “cocktail”
itself is obviously named after an
animal, or at least part of one. Drinks
that are named after a specific animal
are far rarer. Man O’ War, the greatest
racehorse of all time, is an exception.

We all know what war is good for, but
Bourbon is an entirely different subject.
With the addition of Cointreau and
sweet vermouth, this cocktail is a sunrise
during a pandemic while a forest fire
rages in a neighboring state. Sweet, yes,
but balanced with lemon and plenty of
ice, let’s consider this a smooth
alternative to other horseracing-related
beverages like the Mint Julip.

COCKTAILS | by Clark Condé

Four parts Bourbon

Two parts Cointreau

One part sweet (red) vermouth

One part fresh lemon juice

Lemon peel for garnish

Ice

Begin by removing your fancy
Kentucky Derby hat and washing your
hands. Next, combine ingredients,
shake and strain via a cocktail shaker.
Always use fresh lemons. Always use
plenty of ice. Garnish with a slice of
lemon simply because its appearance
will help balance the sweetness in your
mind, if not in the glass. While not a
complicated drink, it is a cocktail
meant for more genteel times than
these. Approach it as such. As we make
our way through a global pandemic, it
is important to be kind to yourself. Pair
this drink with a comfortable outdoor
chair, a deep breath and a big swig. a

Drinks Named After

Animals

Considering the Man O’ War

CLARKE CONDÉ
Don’t let the name fool you. The Man O’ War is a lover, not a fighter.
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FILM | IDIOT BOX by Devin D. O’Leary

Given the current state of Hollywood
is more or less identical to the
current state of America

(quarantined, wearing masks and trying its
damnedest not to catch the ’Rona), it’s no
surprise to see that the soon-to-debut fall
TV season is looking a bit … curtailed.
Some networks are waiting until the first
quarter of 2021 to spring the new stuff, in
hopes that they can actually film
something between now and then. Others
are sticking with their old lineups as much
as humanly possible. Others have come up
with novel new ways to shoot TV shows.
(Expect a lot of shot-on-Zoom sitcoms and
movies in the next 12 months, people.)

So what sort of new network
entertainment awaits us in the last quarter
of 2020? Let’s explore.
FOX
Several of the producers and directors
behind “This Is Us” offer up the “fact-
based” (more like, “fact-inspired”) thriller
“Next.” John Slattery (“Mad Men”) stars
as a Silicon Valley tech genius whose
artificial intelligence experiment goes all
supervillain. The Southern Gothic soap
opera “Filthy Rich” stars Kim Cattrall
(“Sex and the City”) and Gerald McRaney
(“Simon & Simon”) in the melodramatic
tale of a backstabbing family fighting over
a Christian broadcasting empire. Some 17
years after Bad Boys II, Gabriel Union’s
tough cop character Syd gets her own TV
series spinoff, teaming up with Jessica Alba
(“Dark Angel”) for the cop drama “L.A.’s
Finest.” Neil deGrasse Tyson continues to
fill in for astronomer Carl Sagan in the
third installment of “Cosmos,” titled
“Cosmos: Possible Worlds.” Scheduled
for midseason: “Call Me Kat” with Mayim
Bialik plus the animated series “The Great
North” and “Housebroken.”

ABC
ABC has dumped much of its staple sitcom
lineup. (“Bless This Mess,” “Single
Parents” and “Schooled” got axed,
“Modern Family” and “Fresh Off the Boat”
ended their runs.) That reduced the
network’s sitcom offerings to a single
night. David E. Kelly (“Picket Fences,”

“Chicago Hope,” “The Practice,” “Ally
McBeal,” “Boston Legal”) shows up to add
to the drama, though, with “Big Sky.” He
produces while Kylie Bunbury (“Under the
Dome”) and Katheryn Winnick (“Vikings”)
star as a detective and an ex-cop,
respectively, who team up to locate two
sisters kidnapped by a truck driver. (If the
show is successful, they’ll be failing to do
so for years to come). “Call Your Mother”
is a sitcom starring Kyra Sedgwick (“The
Closer”) as an empty nester who tries to
reinsert herself into her grown kids’ lives.
Finally, The oft-repeated shopping/game
show “Supermarket Sweep” (1965-67,
1990-95, 2000-05) returns with ex-”SNL”
star Leslie Jones as host.
NBC
The “Law & Order” franchise gets its
umpteenth iteration with “Law & Order:
Organized Crime.” (OK, there have only
been six series before this one, but still.)
Beyond that, we get a lot more “The
Voice,” “Dateline” and “Sunday Night
Football.” Midseason should see the
flashback sitcom “Young Rock” (based on
the childhood of Dwayne “The Rock”
Johnson), Ted Danson in the self-
explanatory sitcom “Mr. Mayor” and the
“remotely produced” (shot on Zoom, most
likely) comedy “Connecting” set
(expectedly) in the “age of Coronavirus.”
CBS
Indefatigable sitcom machine Chuck Lorre

TUESDAY 1

“Bookmarks” (Netflix streaming anytime)
Celebrity readers (Tiffany Haddish, Common,
Lupita Nyong’o) share children’s books by
Black authors to “spark kid-friendly
conversations about empathy, equality, self-
love and antiracism.”

“Transplant” (KOB-4 9:01pm) Summertime?
Time to break out the Canadian dramas! In
this one, hunky Syrian doctor Bashir “Bash”
Hamed (Hamza Haq) flees his war-torn
homeland with his younger sister and ends up
in Toronto working as a lowly intern.

WEDNESDAY 2

“Tyler Perry’s Assisted Living” (BET 8pm)
Tyler Perry, who has—I honestly can’t figure
out—30 or more shows on TV right now (?),
adds another. In this one, Leroy Brown (David
Mann, who has starred as Mr. Brown in …
something like four TV series and nine
movies) loses his job and moves his family
back to Georgia to help his dad run a
retirement home.  a

THIS 

WEEK IN SLOTH
Gupta, as her mother, Neena Gupta. Evidently, they
didn’t want to star in a reality show.

Phineas and Ferb The Movie: Candice Against the
Universe (Disney+ streaming anytime) Disney
Channel’s popular animated musical comedy went
off the air in 2015, but has lived on in a series of
animated features. In this one Phineas and Ferb
embark on a journey to rescue their teenage sister
Candice from her kidnapping space aliens.

SATURDAY 29

After Truth: Disinformation and the Cost of Fake News
(CNN 8pm) Fake news does exist—and it isn’t just
“anyone who criticizes President Trump.” Filmmaker
Andrew Rossi (Page One: Inside the New York Times,
Ivory Tower, The First Monday in May) takes a look at
the real-life consequences that disinformation,
conspiracy theories and false news stories have on
the average citizen.

SUNDAY 30

“2020 MTV Video Music Awards” (BET/Comedy
Central/MTV/Nickelodeon/Paramount/TV Land
6pm) Lady Gaga returns to perform for a socially

THURSDAY 27

Tyler Perry’s Madea’s Farewell Play (BET+
streaming anytime) After 20 plays and 11 movies,
Tyler Perry puts on the gray wig and glasses for
the (allegedly) final time in this telecast of Perry’s
2019 stage tour.

“Pure” (HBO Max streaming anytime) Twenty-four-
year-old Marnie’s mind is flooded, 24/7 with
uncontrollable X-rated thoughts. Fleeing her tiny
Scottish hometown, she ends up in London where
she hooks up with a gang of friends, all of whom
have their own special quirks, and gets diagnosed
with a particularly perverted form of OCD. It’s based
on the Rose Cartwright book of the same name. 

FRIDAY 28

“Masaba Masaba” (Netflix streaming anytime)
This Indian drama is based on the life of West
Indian fashion designer Masaba Gupta. It stars
Masaba Gupta as herself and her mother, Neena

Falling Apart
A brief glimpse at the new fall 2020 TV season

STREAM TIME

BY DEVIN D. O’LEARY

Netflix

Adding Aug. 27: Night Comes On, The

Bridge Curse, The Frozen Ground

Adding Aug. 28: Santana, Unknown

Origins

Adding Aug. 30: Blaze

Adding Aug. 31: Casino Royale (2006),

Quantum of Solace

Adding Sept. 1: Anaconda, Back to the

Future, Barbershop, Coneheads, Grease,

Magic Mike, Muppet’s Most Wanted,

Pineapple Express, Puss in Boots, The

Smurfs

Leaving Aug. 28: Bring It On:

Worldwide Showdown, The Wicker Man

(1973)

Leaving Aug. 31: Bad Boys, Candyman,

Child’s Play (1988), Clueless, Failure to

Launch, Get Him to the Greek, Groundhog

Day, Jerry Maguire, The Karate Kid (1984),

Murder Party, Public Enemies, School

Daze, Tootsie, V For Vendetta, Valentine’s

Day

Amazon Prime

Adding Aug. 31: Primal, The Courier

Disney+

Adding Aug. 28: Alice Through the

Looking Glass, Fantastic Four

Hulu

Adding Sept. 1: 50 First Dates, Aeon

Flux, Any Given Sunday, Back to School,

The Birdcage, Broken Lizard’s Club Dread,

De-Lovely, Demolition Man, Employee of

the Month, Evil Dead II, Harold & Kumar

Go To White Castle, Hoosiers, Invasion

USA. The Last Boy Scout, Mississippi

Burning, Outbreak, Pee-Wee’s Big

Adventure, Practical Magic, Rambo, Some

Kind of Wonderful, Stargate, The

Terminator, Top Gun, Trolls World Tour,

Twilight

Leaving Aug. 31: The American

President, Assassination Tango, Casino,

Charlotte’s Web (2006), Child’s Play

(1988), Cliffhanger, Dirty Dancing,

Equilibrium, Four Weddings and a

Funeral, Gorky Park, Hud, Moonstruck,

Rain Man, Risky Business, Top Gun,

Zardoza

distanced 37th annual MTV Video Music Awards.

“Love Fraud” (Showtime 7pm) This four-part docu-
series follows the search for Richard Scott Smith,
who used the internet and his dubious charms to
prey on unsuspecting women looking for love. The
story unravels in real time as Smith’s victims band
together to seek sweet, sweet revenge. Think of it
as the real-world version of “The Bachelor.”

MONDAY 31

“David Blaine: Ascension” (YouTube Premium
TBD) It’s been nearly a decade since “daredevil”
street magician and former Leo DiCaprio
wingman David Blaine encased himself in ice or
performed some other death-defying stunt.
Tonight, he’s gonna float over the Hudson river
holding on to a bunch of helium balloons. You can
watch the livestream on the performer’s YouTube
Channel. Time (dependent on weather, perhaps?)
has yet to be determined.

“American Ninja Warrior: All Star Skills
Challenge” (KOB-4 7pm) The ninjas return from
around the world, running the obstacle course in a
special skills challenge.

(“Cybil,” “Grace Under Fire,” “Dharma &
Greg,” “Two and a Half Men,” “The Big
Bang Theory,” “Mom,” “Mike & Molly,”
“Young Sheldon,” “Bob Hearts Abishola”)
offers up his newest with “B Positive”
starring Thomas Middleditch (“Silicon
Valley”) as a newly divorced dad (and
therapist) who gets a kidney donation
from a “rough-around-the-edges” woman
from his past (Annaleigh Ashford from
“Masters of Sex”). The Edward Woodward
action series “The Equalizer,”
reimagined as a movie series starring
Denzel Washington, gets reimagined
again—this time with Queen Latifah as
the enigmatic ex-superspy who uses her
skills to help people with nowhere else to
turn. We already had the Silence of the
Lambs spinoff “Hannibal,” so it’s only
natural we’d get the Silence of the Lambs
spinoff “Clarice.” Rebecca Breeds
(“Pretty Little Liars”) takes over for Jodie
Foster as the FBI serial killer hunter. The
show is set six months after the movie. No
word if Mr. Lecter will show up.
The CW
Given the dearth of new programming,
The CW is holding out until January
before premiering its “fall” shows. In the
meantime the network will rely on carry-
overs from other networks, including
“Swamp Thing” (DC Direct) “Tell Me A
Story” (CBS All Access) and “Dead Pixels”
(Britain’s E4). Starting in January, though,
“Superman & Lois” adds DC Comics’
most iconic hero to the CW lineup of “The
Flash,” “Supergirl,” “Batwoman,”
“Legends of Tomorrow” and “Black
Lightning.” Jared Padalecki
(“Supernatural”) takes over ass-kicking
duties from Chuck Norris in the “Walker,
Texas Ranger” reboot “Walker.” The
network also plans to add two more
scripted series at “midseason” (whenever
that is now), starting with a reboot of the
’70s martial arts series “Kung Fu.”
(Naturally, it’s now set in the modern day
and the main character is a woman.
Reboot!) That’s followed by “The
Republic of Sarah” from Marc Webb (500
Days of Summer, The Amazing Spider-Man), a

dramedy about a rebellious high school
teacher who convinces her small New
Hampshire town to secede from the
United States in order to protect it from a
greedy mining company. a



[12] WEEKLY ALIBI AUGUST 27-SEPTEMBER 2, 2020

Suppressing the vote is a time-tested
strategy deployed by those fearing
that the voice of too many people

will hamper their oppressive ways. As we
begin the final lap of what seems like a
presidential election season that has gone
on forever, a disinformation campaign is
afoot that deserves to be kicked back.
New Mexico’s Secretary of State Maggie
Toulouse Oliver has heard more fake
news than most, and she has a message to
reassure New Mexicans: No one will have
to choose between their health and their
ability to cast their ballot safely and
accurately this November. Good thing,
too. As we celebrate the hundredth
anniversary of the ratification of the 19th
Amendment, which empowered women
to vote, it is clear that we need everyone’s
voice to begin to address the systemic
problems facing this state, as well as the
new ones that always seem to crop up.
At the Weekly Alibi, we’ve heard our fair
share of fake news about voting in the
election, so we went to the source for
accurate information about what is
actually happening here, New Mexico’s
Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse
Oliver, and had only one real one
question for her:

Weekly Alibi: What are the best ways for
New Mexicans to vote safely this year?
Maggie Toulouse Oliver: I want to
emphasize over and over again how safe
and secure it is to vote by mail. We are
contending with the nasty, toxic, partisan
rhetoric; and unfortunately, the election
process has been dragged into that.
Voting by mail is safe and secure, and we
have some new bells and whistles for the
general election that will allow voters to
track their ballots as they’re making their
way through the postal system. Not only
the voter, but the county clerk and the
U.S.P.S. We’ll all know where the voter’s
ballot is at any given time to make sure
that that ballot gets to the county clerk
and gets counted. If a voter chooses
instead to vote in person, our county
clerks are also taking just an amazing
amount of precautions; following CDC
guidelines, hiring a number of folks to
make sure that social distancing is
occurring at polling locations, that
cleaning those locations, sanitizing them,
making sure that other voters are
wearing their masks and social
distancing, so that folks can have a safe
and secure voting experience in person.
The bottom line being no voter should or
will have to choose between their health

and their ability to cast their ballot safely
and accurately this November.
We followed up this all-important
question by putting 13 statements to
Secretary Oliver that have been floating
around for a while and asked her to give
our readers the facts, true or false:

The president can change the date of
the presidential election.
False.
No. In fact, the date as to when federal
elections occur is set by Congress. The
first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November is the current date for federal
elections. That was established way back
in the 1800s, and through many crises
over the years–world wars, pandemics,
the Civil War–we’ve kept elections on that
date. I don’t see any appetite in Congress
to make a change.

Hundreds of thousands of fraudulent
votes are cast every election.
False.
Completely false. In fact, the data show
that the opposite is true. It’s extremely
rare to see voter fraud occur. Voter fraud
is a very high risk, low reward kind of
crime because the actual ability to affect
an election outcome is really unlikely. If
you are caught, you will be charged with

THE VOTE | INTERVIEW    by Clarke Condé    

13 Election Myths

Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver debunks them all
a felony and probably see jail time and
lose your right to vote.

The purpose of mail-in voting is to
allow undocumented immigrants to
steal the election.
False.
Obviously, false. Non-citizens of all
stripes are, of course, prevented from
voting in elections in the United States.
Absentee voting has been used for
decades by voters here in the state to be
able to easily and conveniently vote from
home or from wherever they may be. I
think it’s important to know that our
military voters overseas vote by mail
every election, especially our active
military troops who are often serving in
active combat. These folks, more than
anybody else, need that ability to vote by
mail.

Mail-in voting and absentee voting are
totally different.
False.
Absentee voting is voting by mail where
you have your ballot mailed to you. I
think a lot of the rhetoric out there tries
to conflate universal mail-in voting,
which is available to voters in some states
like Washington, Oregon, California,
Utah, and Colorado. No matter whether
you apply for your ballot or whether you
automatically receive your ballot, you are
voting through the mail in both cases.

You can only vote absentee if you have a
really good reason.
False.
You don’t need any reason. We have
what’s called no excuse, absentee voting.
We’ve had it for decades. You can just ask
to have that ballot mailed to you for any
reason you choose.

I need to put stamps on my ballot to
make sure it gets back to the county
clerk’s office.
False.
In New Mexico, it’s one hundred percent
postage prepaid, and it’s treated as first-
class mail. No postage is required.

George Soros owns all the voting
machines in New Mexico. 
False.
If that were true, we wouldn’t have had to
go to the legislature over the years to ask
them to give us the money to purchase
those machines. The State of New

CLARKE CONDÉ

Mexico owns every single tabulator in
New Mexico.

If you have an outstanding warrant, the
police will be notified if you show up to
vote and will come to your polling place
to arrest you.
False.
That’s completely false. In fact, law
enforcement officers are not permitted
to be anywhere near a polling location
unless there is a public safety emergency
at that polling location and someone’s
life is in danger. 

If you don’t register to vote you won’t
get called for jury duty. 
False.
Jury duty is not based on voter
registration, strictly. It’s also based on
whether or not you have a driver’s license
or pay your taxes. If you are somebody
who avoids doing all of those things, not
only are you breaking the law, but then
perhaps you are getting out of jury duty.
If you’re doing any one of those things—
driving legally, paying taxes or voting—
you’re just as likely to get selected for
jury duty.

Felons can’t vote in New Mexico.
False.
If you are somebody who has been
convicted of a felony and you are still
trying to complete the term of your
sentence, then you are at that point
ineligible to vote. Whether you’re
currently serving your prison time, you’re
on probation or parole or having to do
your community service, etc., then you
would not be able to register and vote.
However, if you have completed all the
terms of your sentence, then you are
eligible to register and vote.

If you are homeless, you can’t vote.
False.
Homeless people, just like any other
citizens, can register and vote. An
individual who is homeless can use either
a shelter or wherever they lay their head
at night as their residency address for
purposes of voting. As long as they can
provide a mailing address, which again is
usually a homeless services shelter, they
can register and vote.

You need to show your driver’s license
to vote in New Mexico. 
False.

Continued on page 13 
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To register to vote, request an absentee ballot 

or learn more about voting in New Mexico, 

see the Secretary of State’s website, sos.state.nm.us.

ONGOING

Spicy Meeting
Even the ’rona can’t stop chile season! Clear some space out of your freezer and head down to Big Jim Farms in
Los Ranchos to take part in the fourth annual Green Chile U-PICK. From 9am to 5pm every day through Oct.
31, families can enjoy great views and weather at this safe and socially distanced activity. Pick your own green
chiles—organically grown on a nine-acre farm—and have them roasted on site. This year Big Jim has also planted
other fruits and veggies for U-PICK at his farm, too. There will be an open-air farm market with pre-picked fruits
and veggies for sale. Chile-lovers of all ages are invited to attend this free gathering. Chile pricing starts at $1.50
per pound. Big Jim Farms 4474 Rio Grande Blvd., 9am to 5pm bigjimfarms.com alibi.com/v/7823. (Joshua Lee) a

FRIDAY AUG 28

Dancing on, 2020-style
It is hard to beat the emotional power of a live flamenco performance, yet they have sadly been few and far
between of late. But Old Town’s own Casa Flamenca has created an outdoor performance space with socially
distanced seating where you can see live performances on hot summer nights. “Tablao al Aire” takes to the stage
for a mix of live local performances and streamed works from Spain that promises to be a uniquely 2020
experience on Friday, Aug. 28, Saturday, Aug. 29 and Sunday, Aug. 30 starting at 8:30pm. Tickets for the live
performances are $35, or watch the stream from the comfort of wherever for $20. For more information and
tickets to this all-ages event, see casaflamenca.org. Casa Flamenca, 401 Rio Grande Blvd. NW. 8:30pm
casaflamenca.org alibi.com/v/7841. (Clarke Condé) a

Rudolfo Anaya’s Literature and Legacy
After the recent passing of beloved New Mexican writer Rudolfo Anaya, who wrote Bless Me, Ultima and dozens of
other novels and plays about Latinx people and their struggles. Anaya was a giant in contemporary Chicanx
literature and a vocal advocate for immigrant’s rights. To learn more about Anaya and his writing, check out the
biopic about him, From Curandera to Chupacabra: The Stories of Rudolfo Anaya, showing online on Saturday,
Aug. 29 at 7pm via New Mexico PBS. RSVP for this free screening beforehand with the Eventbrite link at
newmexicopbs.org, then receive a link for the viewing by email. (New Mexico PBS also has plenty of other
documentaries and docu-series on their site, including many of the Ken Burns documentaries, available for free.)
newmexicopbs.org, 7pm. alibi.com/v/7840. (Robin Babb) a

SATURDAY AUG 29

Virtual Reality
Thanks to decades of cosplay, sci-fi/fantasy/horror/comic book fans have no problems wearing masks. But it’s
still not quite time for large public gatherings. So Albuquerque’s long-standing genre-loving convention Bubonicon
(52 years and counting!) has opted to host a Buboni-Virtual Con in 2020. This daylong online event includes
panel discussions with authors and artists, readings, talks and even a workshop from local comic book creators
7000 BC. Becky Chambers Books, Keith R.A. DeCandito, Chaz Kemp Illustration, Connie Willis, Rebecca
Roanhorse, Lauren Teffeau, S.M. Sterling, Jane Linskold, Dr. Cathy Plesko, Courtney Willis and Elizabeth Leggett are
among the expected guests. Admission to this all-ages event is free. For complete details head to the Bubonicon
Facebook page. 10am to 7:30pm facebook.com/events/710047233185205/alibi.com/v/7844. (Devin D. O’Leary) a

False, except under a couple of specific
conditions. If you are currently registered
to vote and you have voted before, or
registered online, or you registered with
another human being, under no
circumstances, are you required to show a
driver’s license. If you’ve just registered
to vote this year, you’ve never voted
before, you got a paper form somehow,
you mailed it to your county clerk and
you didn’t, at that time, provide a copy of
your driver’s license, then you will be
required to show a government-issued
photo ID when you do vote. Those are
very, very rare circumstances. Most
people go online to register. They
registered at the MVD. They got
registered at a voter registration drive at
UNM or something like that. The other
minor exception would be if you’re a
person who waits until after the voter
registration deadline to get registered.
Our voter registration deadline in New
Mexico is Oct. 6. If you show up to your
county clerk’s office during early voting

and you either register for the first time
or you want to make an update because
you moved, that is a situation in which
you would have to show an ID as well.

You can just text in your vote if you
don’t want to wait in line.
False.
False. False. False. There is no technology
at this point that is completely secure. It’s
really important for voters to vote on that
paper ballot and to either send it to their
county clerk or put it into the voting
machine when they go vote in person
because we’ll always have a paper record
of that vote to go back to if there’s ever a
question about whether or not the votes
were counted properly. Texting and
online voting, these are neat ideas and
are things that election administrators
are looking at for the future; but until we
have a secure and foolproof method of
protecting people’s votes, we will be
voting on paper for the foreseeable
future. a

Voting is the only thing that seperates us from animals in the zoo and regular society.
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The high mesa stretch of Arizona
Trail from the Utah border south
to the rim of the Grand Canyon,

an in-and-out hike of about 150 miles—
that was the trip my partner and I had
planned to celebrate our 25th anniversary,
giving us weeks alone together
backpacking in a beautiful place. As we
prepared for the trip, however, the
issuance of COVID-19 orders began: Stay
at home, restrict all travel. Then came the
closure of the AZT and Grand Canyon
National Park.

Rhinestone Graveyard,

Mile 15

In the optimistic spirit of early 2020—
remember optimism?—we continued
planning in the hope the orders and
closures would be short-lived. Before-times
preparation for an off-grid trip like this
involved stocking up on instant meals,
comparing foods for the ideal ratio of
calories and weight. But we were now
doing this right when real or imagined
food shortages loomed and panic buying
had taken hold. We discovered marvels like
“dried butter” just to find them suddenly
sold out, already gone into someone’s
garage not to be heard from until the
estate sale. Freeze-dried scrambled eggs
were out of the question. We counted
ourselves lucky to get six bags of the
apparently unloved Coconut Beef Curry. It
was a major victory to score 3 pounds—the
only size still available—of dried cheese
powder from someplace in Ohio.

Finally we had everything we would
need, and we were ready to go. But of
course, the closures continued and then
expanded. It had become a guilty pleasure
to just walk through our own
neighborhood.

Slumber Party at the

Lizard Castle, Mile 27

So we decided to blaze our own trail, and
do those 150 miles walking across
Albuquerque. We just moved here a couple
years ago and there were still parts of the
city we hadn’t really explored. Parts of the
map still uncharted, with imagined sea
monsters sketched in those incognitas
instead of knowledge. We would do this, it
was decided, in small bits, early before the
sun got much above the Sandias and my
partner had to be home for her first Zoom
meeting of the day. In the spirit of the
Arizona Trail, which has names for the
various segments of the trail, we gave our
Albuquerque Trail a name for each day’s
passage, based on the most interesting or
weirdest thing we saw: a huge stack of
couches in a backyard, discarded popcorn
balls outside a big house covered in gecko
artwork, a sapling amid small rocks
painted with messages like “We miss you

Louis!” or a jacuzzi abandoned in the
creosote. We started in the northeast,
zigzagged east-west, and moved gradually
southward. We mostly traveled major roads
like Montgomery, Comanche, and Lomas,
and used Tramway and Unser to move
south. The trail descended to cross the Rio
Grande, traversed I-25, and rose to meet
the foothills many times.

Couch Mountain, Mile 65

Usually I spend a lot of time hiking in
open spaces and natural areas. One of the
pleasures is tracking the seasons and the
subtleties of a changing landscape, like the
ripening of tunas or unfurling of the swirls
that presage fruits on mountain mahogany
bushes. There are seasonal visitors too—
nighthawks, tarantulas and the next
generation of cotton-tails. But when you’re
on a concrete sidewalk following an
asphalt road, walking next to cinderblock
and chain-link, there’s not a lot to look at.
Yards offer a reprieve from urban
monotony and opportunities for critique:
overdue weeding, exuberant yard art, ill-
constructed additions. After a few dozen

miles, though, I began to realize the city
has surprises and seasons too.

Having lived in the desert most of my
life, I’ve learned to venture outside on the
margins of the day, and often encounter
remnants of the night’s activity. A pile of
blue jay feathers, moist scat in the center
of the trail, or even just the last of the cool
evening air gathered in arroyos. Once in
the Sandias it was a freshly gnawed deer
hoof (just the hoof was left). In the city this
took the form of a collection of empty
Fireball 5 bottles, a lost shoe or hastily
erected barriers to corral protesters. In the
wilderness you avoid rattlers and prickly
pear; in the city it’s discarded needles and
broken glass.

Six-Donut Ofrenda, Mile 73

We happened upon many small mysteries
that begged a backstory: a hamster-sized
grave in a park with a bejeweled popsicle-
stick tombstone, a careful curbside
arrangement of six chocolate mini-donuts
and two bottles of Yakult, a precarious
Jenga-like pile of couches towering next to
a house, or (my favorite) names scratched

in fresh concrete: “Duane + Joy” and
then, 3 feet farther down the sidewalk,
“Bob + Joy.”

The Twins Are Due This

Summer, Mile 90

We kept walking, toward the mountains,
the river, or the volcanoes. Early on we
found ourselves walking by a large
building complex where police cars
blocked the entry. The name seemed
vaguely familiar. Finally we realized the
route had taken us past a retirement
home with one of Albuquerque’s first and
worst outbreaks. As the pandemic
continued, pharmaceutical-grade masks
joined the usual urban detritus, Amazon
boxes overflowed recycling bins. We
passed closed schools and closed
businesses. Signs saying, “Closed Due to
COVID,” “Classes Cancelled,” “Nurses
Are Heroes!” and one in marker on
cardboard thanking delivery drivers for
bringing so many packages for an
expectant parent. Then came windows
painted to say, “Open for take-out!” and
“Teachers Are Heroes.” After that the
boarded-up windows ready for night-time
protests. Later the “Going Out of
Business” signs and the increasingly
common “For Rent” placards. On
sidewalks across the city, children seemed
less worried than the rest of us,
proclaiming, “We got this!” in smudgy
pastel letters with rainbows.

Suburban Homesick Blues,

Mile 104

On this walk I got to know the different
areas of the city, the posh terraced homes
perched in the east foothills, the busy,
dense neighborhoods of the center, the
farmy spreads peppered with livestock
near the river and the vast walled-off
housing developments fringing the city
on the west. I became a backseat urban
planner, mentally reworking
neighborhoods I walked through and
renaming subdivisions and streets, mostly
those that I guess were some developer’s
attempt at lyricism or local color:
Crimson Glory, Copper Wind or
Cornmaiden Lane.

Have You Seen Mango?,

Mile 139

Now that we’re all so distanced from each
other, everyday life has come to resemble
the remote and isolated experience I had
wanted for a vacation. This new trail
brought me, instead of faraway wilderness,
through strangers’’s neighborhoods and
communities, past their struggles and
fears. My walks through Albuquerque felt
like a vicarious view into what my fellow
Burquenos were up to, shared lives and
connections that still hold firm from a
distance of six feet. a

OUTDOORS | THIS IS ALBUQUERQUE    by Xanthe Miller

The unofficial map of the unofficial Albuquerque Trail.

Walking Through 

the Pandemic

150 miles across Albuquerque 
in the time of Corona

MAP BY XANTHE MILLER
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OUTDOORS | THIS IS ALBUQUERQUE    by Xanthe Miller

PHOTOS BY XANTHE MILLER
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the Food and Drug Administration from
Schedule V. The proposed interim final
rule also removes restrictions on importing
and exporting hemp.

Please read that carefully, because CBD
has not been legalized yet. We’re still
waiting on the FDA to approve over-the-
counter CBD products.

The agency is asking for input from the
public regarding the proposed rules.

Cannabis Stocks Take

Lumps

The North American Marijuana Index
fell 3.59 points to 111.40 last week. After
a summer of high sales and renewed
consumer interest, some leaders in the
industry have seen the bottom fall out.

Industry giants MedMen, Canopy
Growth and CannTrust are all

reportedly seeing losses along
with other producers and

dispensary chains. Forbes
contributor Robert
Hoban compares it to
the ’90s dot com
boom—a lot of money

moving toward
unproven up-and-coming

companies in a short time,
out of fear of missing out on an

emerging industry.
“That strategy combined a hard-

charging mentality with the notion
that companies can assemble entire
global cannabis supply chains in

real-time with unproven assets,
within an unclear regulatory

framework, and with little idea where
these supply chain components would be
located,” Hoban writes.

But this isn’t the signal that the industry
is failing. It’s just the natural order of
emergent markets. Individual companies
have to prove that they have long-staying
power in an industry that won’t be going
away. MedMen executives were reportedly
blowing their profits on high executive
salaries and lavish peripheral perks. A
lawsuit against the founders claimed that
they used the company for a “Wolf of Wall
Street-inspired personal slush fund,
inspired by Steve Jobs and El Chapo.”

Hoban points out that companies like
MedMen are supposed to fail in the
grander scheme of things, and that the
current valley in which cannabis stocks
find themselves is a fertile place for new,
more deserving companies to scoop up
what was lost. “The value lost by prior
operations doesn’t necessarily take value
away,” he writes, “but rather, puts value in
the right place.” a

BAKED GOODS | CANNABIS NEWS by Joshua Lee

Arecent study made headlines that
burned across social media like
wildfire last week.

The study, published in Nature Medicine
earlier this month, found a correlation
between cannabis use during pregnancy
and the likelihood of giving birth to an
autistic child. According to the authors’
conclusion, the incidence of autism
spectrum disorder diagnosis was 4 per
1,000 person-years among children
who were exposed to cannabis in the
womb compared to 2.42 among
unexposed children.

Although most media outlets had
something to say about the study,
general reaction to the news wasn’t as
big as I’d expected. In fact, many
seemed to either ignore it altogether
or tried looking for explanations
other than the study’s conclusion.
Were the expectant mothers
smoking cigarettes, too? Or
drinking alcohol, or living
near cell phone towers?
Were they subjected to
ultrasonic weapons developed
by the CIA?

While these questions were
clearly the ravings of maddened
cannabis advocates, desperate for a
way to debunk the study, they do
have some validity. If
pharmaceuticals and alcohol are
known to have a measurable
effect on fetal development, then
it’s possible that exposure to other
environmental factors could also have an
effect. Unless a study addresses all of the
possible influences (a heroic feat, to be
sure), it can’t possibly make a final call on
which factor mattered most.

That being said, the argument works
both ways and has to allow for the high
possibility that cannabis is tied up in the
whole mess—if not the culprit. It’s one of
those eating your cake and having it too
problems.

In response to the media attention,
senior research associate at the Ottawa
Hospital Research Institute in Canada and
lead investigator on the study Daniel Corsi
said people need to be careful before
interpreting the results. The data was
taken from birth record analysis—it wasn’t
a controlled study. “This is still a database
study, and it’s not going to answer all the
questions,” Corsi said. “We don’t have
perfect data.”

But it seems like there’s enough
concern at the moment to convince
pregnant women to stay away from the
drug for now. It could be harmless, but it
seems risky at the very least. If a mother

plans on breastfeeding, she only has to cut
out cannabis for a couple of years at the
most. I’m sure she’ll be too busy to even
worry about smoking reefer.

DEA Revising Hemp Rule

The Drug Enforcement Agency finally
released its proposed rules for hemp and
CBD last week.

According to Marijuana Moment the
proposed interim final rule isn’t any
different than the policy that’s been in
place since hemp was made legal with the
signing of the 2018 Farm Bill.

“This interim final rule merely
conforms DEA’s regulations to the
statutory amendments to the CSA that
have already taken effect, and it does not
add additional requirements to the
regulations,” says the filing.

DEA is removing hemp from the
definition of THC and marijuana extracts
under the Controlled Substances Act and
removing CBD-based drugs approved by

Cannabis Tied to Autism

Study authors warn caution
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Body & Soul

Classified

Real Estate

Old Town

w
COMMERCIAL

FOR LEASE

6320 Linn Ave NE

#D cell: 505-378-

0585 

Apartments

LOW RATES!

BRAND NEW Fully

Furnished Studio

Apartments – no

credit check & no

lease req. Call Now:

505-225-2673

NEWLY

RENOVATED

NEWLY

RENOVATED,

furnished studios.

Laundry Onsite.

Cable & Utilities

INCLUDED. Call

now: 505-226-6932

LOW RATES!

BRAND NEW Fully

Furnished Studio

Apartments – no

credit check & no

lease req. Call Now:

505-225-2673

6320 Linn Ave NE

cell: 505-378-0585

Deep tissue massage

Hot stone Foot

Swedish massage

LMT: 6320 

w
TANTRA

MASSAGE &

TEACHING

Give yourself the

beautiful & powerful

gift of Tantra

massage and

teaching. Namaste,

Julianne LMT#

2788/Certified Tantra

Educator 505 920

3083

MEZMERIZING

MASSAGE BY MISS

VIKI 

Call 505-304-4121 to

schedule Appt. Lic#

1904

MASSAGE 

Young college

student located near

the university in a

clean studio.. cleans

and disinfects after

each appointment!

Doing massage

Monday-Saturday 9

am till 6 pm to make

an appointment

please call (505) 295-

9458 Lic# 9993 

YOU WILL GET

RESULTS when you

place your classified

ad in the Weekly Alibi.

Call 346-0660 ext. 248

today!

THE WEEKLY ALIBI

CLASSIFIEDS are a

great deal! Call 346-

0660 ext. 248.

Other

Notices

Legal

A-1SS Sept 17

auction

A-1 Self Storage

New Mexico Auction

Ad Notice of Public

Sale Pursuant to

NEW MEXICO

STATUTES § 48-11-

1-48-11-9: Notice is

hereby given that on

the 17th day of

September 2020 At

that time open Bids

will be accepted, and

the Entirety of the

Following Storage

Units will be sold to

satisfy storage liens

claimed by A-1 Self

Storage. The terms

at the time of the

sales will be Cash

only, and all goods

must be removed

from the facility

within 48 hours. A-1

Self Storage

reserves the right to

refuse any and all

bids or cancel sale

without notice.

Owners of the units

may pay lien

amounts by 5:00 pm

September 16, 2020,

to avoid sale. The

following units are

scheduled for

auction. Sale will

begin at 09:00 am

September 17, 2020

at 116 Industrial Park

Pl. NE Unit#K17

Tawana Brown 7303

Montgomery Blvd

B27, Abq, NM

87109;

Desk,mattresses,tool

s, chairs, a/c,dog

crate.Unit#N25 Joe

Welter 4595

Platinum Dr, Rio

Rancho, NM 87124;

Washing

machine,locker, rug

cleaner, baskets,

totes, bbq grill.

Followed By 9181

Coors Blvd NE

Unit#417

Christopher Adams

1301 San Jose SE,

Abq, NM 87106;

Treadmill, Dolly,

appliances, pressure

washer, bed, tv,

boxes. Unit#516

Jonathan King 5800

Flor Del Ray, Abq,

NM 87120; Furniture,

luggage, car jack,

shelves, boxes.

Followed 5419

Academy Rd NE

Unit#E15 Lisa Valdez

101 Calle Playa del

Sol, Abq, NM 87109;

Patio table, baskets,

clothes, Christmas

items, mattress.

Unit#E34 Deborah

Thomas 6500

Montgomery NE

E325, Abq, NM

87109; Trunks, totes,

boxes, bed, ironing

board. Followed by

A-1 Self Storage

5412 San Mateo NE

Unit#H06 Tereshia

Brown 6100 Harper

Dr NE, Abq, NM

87109;

Lamp,boxes,baby

bed, muffler, clothes.

Followed by 5115

San Mateo NE

Unit#C214 Aaron

Perkins 4401

Montgomery Blvd

NE #61, Abq, NM

87109; Tire, clothes,

vacuum, bookshelf.

Auction Sale Date

9/17/2020 Alibi ad to

run 8/28/2020 &

9/4/2020 

WEEKLY ALIBI

READERS SPAN

every generation,

from the Baby

Busters to the Baby

Boomers. Distributed

throughout Abq, Rio

Rancho, Corrales,

East Mountain,

Bernalillo, Placitas,

Santa Fe and Los

Lunas. The Alibi is

available at

restaurants, grocery

stores, college

campuses, select

retailers and various

downtown locations.

Coverage includes

politics, humor, film,

opinion, music, art

and the most

comprehensive

entertainment guide

in Nuevo Mexico.

¡Arriba!



Down

1 Dominic Monaghan TV show

2 Buffalo's lake

3 Whipping reminder

4 They may show actors' or doctors' names

5 Et cetera

6 Betty of  cartoons

7 King of  Katzenstein, in a Dr. Seuss story

8 Fit together

9 Fix a botched job at Baskin-Robbins, e.g.

10 Wu-Tang member aka Bobby Digital

11 ___fest (Osbourne-hosted tour)

12 Egg carton amt.

15 1040 org.

20 Under the weather

21 Abbr. on a cornerstone

24 Pep rally intangible

25 "She ___ Wrong"

26 Closet organizer, maybe

27 Daughter of  Muhammad

28 Pertaining to a radioactive element

29 ___ the altar

30 Roofing goo

32 Lawyer/novelist who wrote "Presumed Innocent"

35 Keanu, in "The Matrix"

38 Screw-up

40 Web page for newbies

43 The ___ Dolls (cabaret/punk band)

45 Former MTV personality Daisy

48 Guarantee

50 "Who's ready?" response

53 Cedars-___ (L.A. hospital)

55 ___ Nabisco (bygone corporation)
  
56 Part of  AMA

57 Room in a Spanish house

58 4, on some clocks

59 Form a scab

60 Belly laugh sound

61 Pie ___ mode

62 Monogram of  Peter Parker's publisher boss, in   

"Spider-Man"
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CROSSWORD | "MENTAL BLOCKS" -- THE ANSWERS WILL FALL IN LINE. | by Matt Jones

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ARE AVAILABLE AT ALIBI.COM

Across

1 Like blue material

5 More up to the task

10 Curtain holder

13 Cookie with a Thin Crisps variety

14 Really bad invitation turnout

15 "H to the ___ ..." (Jay-Z lyric)

16 Farm structure

17 Destines to destruction

18 Deride loudly

19 Set of  which all seven elements are fittingly

hidden in the grid

22 Org. taken over by Mahmoud Abbas in 

November 2004

23 Those, in Toledo

24 Campus activist gp. of  the 1960s

27 Problem for a valet

31 Popular place to hang out

33 Base x height / 2, for a triangle

34 Bread served with vindaloo

36 He said "Say hello to my little friend!"

37 Heavy president and family

39 Court figure

41 Drill bit, usually

42 Mean

44 Big galoot

46 Namer of  Einstein as Person of  the Century

47 She played Ferris Bueller's girlfriend

49 One who gives up too easily

51 It may be hard to follow

52 Own (up)

54 Get to the poi?

55 What you should hear in the background as 

you're solving/playing

60 Pilgrimage to Mecca

63 Kirsten of  "Wimbledon"

64 Word after guard or third

65 Gore, as distinguished from his father

66 Clear a videotape

67 Mixture

68 Rule opposed by Gandhi

69 German dissents

70 Word repeated in an NPR game show title

2020 Matt Jones

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries author
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar writes, “Some stuff can be
fixed, some stuff can’t be. Deciding which is
which is part of maturing.” I offer this meditation
as your assignment in the coming weeks, Aries.
You are in a phase when you’ll be wise to make
various corrections and adjustments. But you
should keep in mind that you don’t have
unlimited time and energy to do so. And that’s
OK, because some glitches can’t be repaired and
others aren’t fully worthy of your passionate
intensity. You really should choose to focus on the
few specific acts of mending and healing that will
serve you best in the long run.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “There are all
kinds of love in the world, but never the same
love twice,” wrote author F. Scott Fitzgerald. This
is true even between the same two people in an
intimate alliance with each other. The love that
you and your spouse or friend or close relative or
collaborator exchanged a month ago isn’t the
same as it is now. It can’t be identical, because
then it wouldn’t be vibrant, robust love, which
needs to ceaselessly transform in order to be
vibrant and robust. This is always true, of course,
but will be an especially potent meditation for
you during the next four weeks.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): As a professional
writer, novelist Thomas Wolfe trained himself to
have keen perceptions that enabled him to
penetrate below surface appearances. And yet he
wrote, “I have to see a thing a thousand times
before I see it once.” In other words, it was hard
even for him, a highly trained observer, to get a
deep and accurate read of what was going on. It
required a long time and many attempts—and
rarely occurred for him on the first look. Even if
you’re not a writer, Gemini, I recommend his
approach for you in the coming weeks. You will
attune yourself to current cosmic rhythms—and
thus be more likely to receive their full help and
blessings—if you deepen and refine the way you
use your senses.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): It’s sometimes
tempting for you to seek stability and safety by
remaining just the way you are. When life pushes
you to jump in and enjoy its wild ride, you may
imagine it’s wise to refrain—to retreat to your
sanctuary and cultivate the strength that comes
from being staunch and steadfast and solid.
Sometimes that approach does indeed work for
you. I’m not implying it’s wrong or bad. But in
the coming weeks, I think your strategy should
be different. The advice I’ll offer you comes from
Cancerian author and aviator Anne Morrow
Lindbergh: “Only in growth, reform, and change,
paradoxically enough, is true security to be
found.
”

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “To be successful, the
first thing to do is fall in love with your work,”
says author Sister Mary Lauretta. Have you been
making progress in accomplishing that goal,
Leo? According to my astrological analysis, fate
has been offering and will continue to offer you
the chance to either find work that you’ll love
better than the work you’re doing, or else
discover how to feel more love and excitement
for your existing work. Why not intensify your
efforts to cooperate with fate?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “Self-love is also
remembering to let others love you. Come out of
hiding.” Poet Irisa Yardenah wrote that advice,
and now I’m passing it on to you, just in time for
a phase when you will benefit from it most. I
mean, it’s always good counsel for you to Virgos
to heed. But it will be especially crucial in the
coming weeks, when you’ll have extra potential
to bloom in response to love. And one of the best
ways to ensure this extra potential is fulfilled is to
make yourself thoroughly available to be
appreciated, understood, and cared for.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libran poet Wallace
Stevens wrote that if you want to be original, you
must “have the courage to be an amateur.” I
agree! And that’s an important theme for you
right now, since you’re entering a phase when
your original ideas will be crucial to your growth.
So listen up, Libra: If you want to stimulate your
creatively to the max, adopt the fresh-eyed
attitude of a rookie or a novice. Forget what you
think you know about everything. Make yourself
as innocently curious and eager as possible. Your
imaginative insights and innovations will flow in
abundance to the degree that you free yourself

from the obligation to be serious and sober
and professional. And keep in mind that
Stevens said you need courage to act this way.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “As idiotic as
optimism can sometimes seem, it has a weird
habit of paying off,” writes author Michael
Lewis. According to my analysis, the coming
weeks will provide you with ample evidence
that proves his hypothesis—on one condition,
that is: You will have to cultivate and express a
thoughtful kind of optimism. Is that possible?
Do you have the audacity to maintain
intelligent buoyancy and discerning positivity,
even in the face of those who might try to
gaslight you into feeling stupid for being
buoyant and positive? I think you do.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Author
Rebecca Solnit writes, “The things we want are
transformative, and we don’t know or only
think we know what is on the other side of that
transformation.” Her statement is especially
apropos for you right now. The experiences
you’re yearning for will indeed change you
significantly if you get them—even though
those changes will be different from what your
conscious mind thinks they’ll be. But don’t
worry. Your higher self—the eternal part of
you that knows just what you need—is fully
aware of the beneficial transformations that
will come your way when you get what you
yearn for.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): At age 22,
future pioneer of science Isaac Newton got his
college degree just as the Great Plague peaked
in 1665. As a safety precaution, he proceeded
to quarantine himself for many months.
During that time of being sealed away, he
made spectacular discoveries about optics,
gravity, and calculus—in dramatic contrast to
his years as a student, when his work had been
relatively undistinguished. I’m not predicting
that your experience of the 2020 pandemic will
prove to be as fruitful as those of your fellow
Capricorn, Isaac Newton. But of all the signs in
the zodiac, I do think your output could be
most Newton-like. And the coming weeks will
be a good time for you to redouble your efforts
to generate redemption amidst the chaos.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The rapper
named Viper has released over 1,000 albums.
In 2014 alone, he created 347. His most
popular work is You’ll Cowards Don’t Even Smoke
Crack, which has received over three million
views on Youtube. According to The Chicago
Reader, one of Viper’s most appealing features
is his “blatant disregard for grammar.” I
should also mention that he regards himself as
the second Christ, and uses the nickname
“Black Jesus.” So what does any of this have to
do with you? Well, I’m recommending that you
be as prolific, in your own field, as he is in his.
I’m also inviting you to experiment with
having a fun-loving disregard for grammar
and other non-critical rules. And I would love
to see you temporarily adopt some of his over-
the-top braggadocio.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “If you don’t ask
the right question, every answer seems wrong,”
says singer-songwriter Ani DiFranco. I suspect
you may have experienced a version of that
predicament in recent weeks, Pisces. That’s the
bad news. The good news is that I expect you
will finally formulate the right questions very
soon. They will most likely be quite different
from the wrong and irrelevant questions you’ve
been posing. In fact, the best way to find the
revelatory questions will be to renounce and
dismiss all the questions you have been asking
up until now.

HOMEWORK: WHAT COULD YOU

ACTUALLY CHANGE ABOUT YOUR

LIFE THAT WOULD GIVE YOU A

GREAT SENSE OF

ACCOMPLISHMENT?

FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM a

Go to realastrology.com to check out Rob

Brezsny’s expanded weekly audio

horoscopes and daily text message

horoscopes. The audio horoscopes are also

available by phone at (877) 873-4888 or (900)

950-7700.

  FREEWILL ASTROLOGY | Horoscopes by Rob Brezsny
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